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INTRODUCTION

This book deals with the Benga'i version of the manuscript named
"Tripura Deser Katha.' The manuscript was written by Arjun Das and
Ratna Kandali in Assamese in 1724, who were sent three times by the
Ahom Raja Rudra Singha to the courts of Raja Ratna Manikya Deb and
Raja Mohendra Manikya Deb of Tripura begining from the year 1709 to
1715A.D.

The location of the Mss. is traced through B. M. Add. 12,235-B,
desribed on P.1 of J. F. Blumhardt's catalogue of Bengali, Assamese and
Oriya Manuscripts in the Library of the British Museum, 1905. For fur-
ther details of the Mss. it will not be out of place to print here the copy of
the letter I received from Mr. W. Zwalf, Assistant Keeper of the British
Museum London, dated the 23rd January, 1964

Department of Oriental Printed
Books & Mss.,
The British Museum
London, W.C.I
23rd January, 1964

Dear Sir,

Thank you for the parcel that you recently sent to the Museum. I
should like to add to the official acknowledgment my personal expres-
sion of gratitude for your kind presentation.

The following are the answers to your questions about the manu-
script recently reproduced for you. There are 147 leaves of bark (leaf
108 is missing); they measure 4 inches by 16%,; each side contains 5
lines, 12%, inches long. The manuscript was apparently written in the
18th century. There are no paintings, engravings or other form of illus-
. tration either in the body of the manuscript or on the cover. According to
the records of the Museum, the manuscript was purchased on 8th Janu-
ary, 1842 from a Mr. Rodd. There is no further information about the
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manuscript or as to the identity of Mr. Rodd., except that he may have
been a dealer and not the owner of the item.

I hope that this is satisfactory as far as it goes.
Yours faithfully

Sd/W. ZWALF
(W. Zwalf)
. Assistant Keeper
Tripur Chandra Sen,
B. Con, B. L., Advocate,
16/1, Sakuntala Road,

P. O. Agartala, Tripura, India.

The Mss. had been recorded in Microfilm which has kindly been |
sent to me by the Museum. I examined and read the Mss. thoroughly.
There is nothing indistinct in the Mss. and it can be read easily from the
begining to the end. I have tried to the best of my capacity to translate
the contents of the Mss. in Bengali keeping the spirit of the Mss. as far
as possible. Raja Ratna Manikya Deb of Tripura and Raja Rudra Singha
of Assam thought it proper to establish political relations mutually for
the preservation of their own independence against the Moghuls; and as
a token of this spirit the initiative of sending emissarieds grew up.

Anandiram Mehdi, a Bengali musician, who was intimately con-
nected with Raja Ratna Manikya of Tripura happened to visit Ahom
court at Rangpur’, in connection with his own trade of music. Raja Rudra
Singha asked him to establish a relationship between the two govern-
ments. Anandiram agreed to this proposal. Ratna Kandali and Arjun Das,
though accompanied Anandiram to his home on the pretext of bringing
the Ganges water for Barbarua Surath Singha, a very influential mem-
ber of the Ahom court, were actually sent for fulfilling the aforesaid
purpose.

Raja Ratna Manikya sent for Ratna Kandali and Arjun Das when he
was informed by Anandiram Mehdi about the arrival of these two emi-
nent persons, and on their appearance before him, he requested them to
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accompany the Tripura emissaries viz Rameswar Bhattacharyee
Nayalankar and Udai Narayan Biswas to Ahom court. The Tripura Depu-
tation consisting of ten followers including a physician left Udaipur in
June-July, 1710 A. D. in the company of the Assamese emissaries. On
the way, the Tripura envoys halted at Khaspur, the capital of Kachar and
presented their credentials to the Kachar Raj Durbar®. They arrived at
Gazpur about an year after their starting from Udaipur and presented the
letter and presents of Ratna Manikys to Barbarua Surath Singha who
assured the Tripura emissaries of rendering all aid to make the mission a
success.

Raja Rudra Singha received the Tripura envbys' on C. August 12,
1711 A. D. at his the then capital Rangpur amidst grandeur and cer-
emony befitting to the occasion. On C. November, 18, 1711, the Ahom
envoys started again for the capital of Tripura with the letters and pre-
sents from the Ahom Raja Rudra Singha and Barbarua Surath Singha to
Raja Ratna Manikya along with the Tripura party. Thirty four paiks were
engaged by the Ahom Government to accompan y their agents. The com-
bined party, after crossing Kachar Raj territory reached the mouth of the
Rupini river which was the common boundary of Kachar and Tripura
Raj territory and after that they had to cross over the mountain tracts of
Tripura viz Rangrung, Taijalpara, Kumjung, Sairangchuk, the Deogang
river, the Manu river, Kerpa, Chota Maricharai, Bara Maricharai and
Khakrai. From Khakrai, the envoys went on horse back to Udaipur and
reached there by the end of March, 1712. Rangrung was the extreme
north-east border of the manipuris and the Kacharis with their commer-
cial commodities.

On C. April 25, 1712 Ratna Manikya received the Assamese en-
voys in open Durbar. Before attending the Durbar, the Assamese envoys
engaged two spies (o note and measure the strength of Tripura Raja in
disguise This book unfolds the part of the informations supplied by those
spies the Assamese emissaries. This is the second visit of the Assamese
envoys to Tripura Durbar.

Three days after the open Dﬁrbar at Udaipur, the Assamese emis-
saries were allowed private audience by Raja Ratna Manikya at night
when they delivered a confidential letter of Raja Rudra Singha to him.
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While the Assamese envoys were waiting for the ceremonial Durbar
of Ratna Manikya to begin, Ghanashyam Deb Barthakur, the step brother
of Ratna Manikya, conspired with Murad Beg, an influential Mughal,
who was an employee under Ratna Manikya, to capture the throne of
Tripura Murad Beg was sent to Dacca who recruited Baksarias
{Hindoostani itinerant soldiers) for Ghanashyam and secured the help of
Mahmud Sapi who was an employee under Mir Murad, a high Mughal
officer at Dacca. Ghanashyam waited for a long time out of the town of
Udaipur on the pretext of capturing wild elephants. Owing to unreserved
faith of Ratna Manikya in his brother Ghanashyam, he did not believe
any of the reports about the conspiracy which reached him. Ghanashyam
succeeded in his plan and became the Raja of Tripura and assumed the
title of Mahendra Manikya on C. May 19,1712. This change took place
while the Assamese envoys were staying at Udaipur.

On C. Aug. 2,1712, Mahendra Manikya received the Assamese en-
voys formally. Ari Bhim Naran was sent as an envoy of Tripura Raja in
January 1713, to Ahom court with letters and presents to Barbarua Surath
Singha and Raja Rudra Singha. The Tripura envoy was formally received
there on C. Jan. 15,1714, at Rangpur. This is the second mission of Tripura
Government to Ahom court.

On April, 1714, the same assamese envoys started for Tripura on
their third mission and were accompanied by Ari Bhim Naran, the Tripura
envoy. This party reached Udaipur in January, 1715. In the meantime,
Mahendra Manikya died of the disease of grahani after ruling for one
year and two months and Durjoy Singha, who was Jubraj during the
reign of Ratna Manikys and Mahendra Manikya, succeeded to the throne
assuming the name of Dharma Manikya.

The Assamese emissarics were received in Tripura Durbar in May,
1715. This is the 3rd Assamese Mission to Tripura Durbar. The party
was allowed to return back to Rangpur with presents and letters to Raja
Rudra Singha and Barbarua Surath Singha. Dharma Manikya assured
his general friendship to the Ruler of Assam but he did not sent any
emissary at this time to Ahom court. This is apparent that the Mss. was
writien by the two Assamese emissaries with a view to submitting their
seport to the Ahom court as to the true political and financial position of
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their neighbouring country of Tripura; which informations could be used
if any occasion would arise for the joint action of the Govemments of
Assam and Tripura against the Mughals.

The authors narrated the index of the chronicle in four folios by the
end of the Mss. The topographical account and the side lights on the
social and political organisation of the country are rarely found in any
other book. It contains true and vivid pictures of the Royal courts of
Assam and Tripura. besides the manners and decorum used to be ob-
served therein. The top-heavy set-up of the Government of Tripura and
the burning of the widows are depicted with care. The state-festival of
Madan Puja (the worship of Eros) was also prevalent in Tripura like
other places e.g. Rangpur (Bengal) Dhubri, Kochbihar and Jalpaiguri.
This was the greatest festival of the Rajbansis used to be held outside
their villages on the Sukla Troyodasi of the month of Chaitra. The power
mongering of the nobilities of Tripura and their concerted efforts to drive
out the existing rulers are the striking features of this book. The charac-
ters of Rajdurlav Naran, the Kotwal Musib, Champakrai, the Jubraj and
of Drujay Singh Thakur are ideals of loyalty. The brief account of the
events of the country & the political relation with the neighbouring
Mughal government of Dacca between 1626 to 1715 may be stated here
as follows :—

Being agreed to pay regular tribute to the Mughals, Kalyan Manikya,
ascended the throne of Tripura at 1626 A. D. He struck coins in the name
of Siva and his own and offered charity to the Brahmins. He constructed
the temples of Gopinath at Udaipur within the precints of Mahadev Bari
in 1572 Saka and of Jaykali within the fort of Kowaligarh.? It took about
28 years after his reign to cimplete the temple. He brought the diety of
Kali on an elephant's babck from Dharmagar through Ahmedpur (Sylhet
District). Dharmagarh was formerly a religions centre of tantric Buddists.
At Ahmedpur, where the diety and carrying elephant took rest, another
place of worship grew up afterward.

Kalyan Manikya stopped payment of revenue to the Mughal Gov-
emment afterwards and hence Shuja invaded Tripura.

[Tripura is a country extreemly strong by reason of abundance of its
trees, the loftiness of its forts, and the difficulty of its roads. The Raja is
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| proud of his stringth and the practices of conchblowing and idol wor-

ship prevail there. Sultan Shuja during his governership of Bengal, left
his eldest son Zain-ud-din Md. as his deputy in Rajmahal, came to Dacca,
and sent his chief minister Jan Beg Kh. towards Tripura; but the Khan's
men failed to take any of the forts of that country even after labouring
for one year. At last he had to content himself with annexing the district
of Mirzapru,* and making it the frontier of the imperial dominions. Many
of his soldiers died of disease from the badness of the air.]* Shuja was
appointed Governor of Bengal in April 1639 at the age of 24 years. He
served in the post up to April 1660 continuously excepting for 2 years
i.e. from March 1647 March 1648 and March 1652—September 1652,
when he worked as governor of Kabul. This event took place during the
first period of his governorship when Tripura army was defeated. The

Mughals brought with them a famous cannon made of leather.

In the Revenue Records of Bengal Subha prepared at the time Sul-
tan Shuza in 1580 Saka (1658 A.D.) Sarkar Udaipur was recorded as a

. revenue paying centre.® After the said conquest of Prince Shuja a Mosque

' was constructed at Comilla in his name and a villeage named Shujanagar

was gifted to the Mosque as ifs wakf property.”
Kalyan Manikya in his donation. plate of 1573 Saka, wrote thus—

. “Sasti Sri Srijut Kalyan Manikya Deva Bisma Samar Bijayee

Mahamohodoiee Rajanama desoyang Sri Karkonbarge Birajate Hanat
param Rajdhani Hastinapur Sarkar Udaipur parganna Nrmagar Mouja
Baurkhand..etc etc....”™

Henceforth all the Rajas of Tripura wrote the same language in their

. grants and deeds which means their subjugation of Mughal anthority.

The word ‘Karkonbarge Birajate’ means in the midst of the scribes or
ministers. The word ‘Rajnama desoyang’ means that he is called a Raja
wathin the country. So we find that the word “Karkonbarge samaghyeom

%" in the donation plate of Mirja Murad Beg, a zaminder of Muradnagar
" {m Comilla Distrct) dated 1123 sana. 1 Kartic.®

About this time, the them Dutch Governor Vanden broucake aptly

. wmites “The countries of Oedapur and Tipera are sometime Indepen-
. dent, sometimes under the great Mogul and sometimes even under king

of Arakan”.
(1)




Afterwards Kalyan Manikya observed the.ceremony of Tula and
distributed silver and gold of his own weight ot the Brahmins. He died
at 1659 A.D.

After the death of Kalyan Manikya, his eldest son Gobinda became ©
Raja of Tripura. His wife struck golden coins, On one side of it, the
inscription of Siva and the name of the Raja and on the other side, her
own name appeared. He had four other; brothers viz Nakhatra Raj,
Jagannath, Jadav and Rajballav. Govinda Manikya ruled Tripura for some
time when his brother Nakhatra Rai went ot Dacca in order to overthrow
Gobinda Manikya with the help of the Mughals. Nakhatra promised the ©
Mughals to send two elephants annually and also to keep a surety at ©
Dacca and obtained the Mughal army in his aid in return. Nakhatra was
successful in dethroning Gobinda Manikya and became the Raja of
Tripura at Udaipur and assumed the title fo Chatra Manikya. Chatra
Manikya was born to the married wife of Kalyan Manikya after Kalyan
Manikya became the Raja of Tripura and so he thought his right to the
throne was superior to others. Chatra Manikya ruled for two years only
when the nobilities of the Durbar conspired with Gobinda to dethrone
Chatra Manikya. During the Short rule of Chatra Manikya Gobinda al-
ways remained at home concealing himself completely. During this pe-
riod of two years, he was busy in conspiring against Chatra Manikya.
When Gobinda's conspiracy became mature, he killed Chatra Manikya
and became Raja of Tripura again.

Being afraid of Gobinda Manikya, Chatra Manikya's family and his
near relatives left Tripura for ever and constructed a house at Rajar Deori
within the town of Dacca and lived there permanently. On one side of
the coins of Chatra Manikya, it is written thus—*Sri Sri Haragouri pade
Mabharaj Sri Srijut Chatra Manikya Deba” and on the other side “Saka
1582” below the inscription of a lion.'”

Jean Baptist Tavernier, a French Merchant come ot Dacca at this-
time and he wrote thus, “Nothing is produced in Tipperah which is of
use to foreigners. There is, however, a gold mine, which yields gold of
very low standard; and silk, which is very coarse. It is from these two
articles that the king's revenue is derived. He levies no revenue from his
subjects, save that these below the rank, corresponding to that of the
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nobility fo Europe, have to work for him for six days every year either in
gold mine or at the silk. He sends both the gold and silk to be sold in
China, and receiving silver in return, with which he coins money of the
wvalue of 10 sols. He also coins small gold money like the aspres of Turky

. and has two kinds of them, of one of which it takes four to make an ecu,
and of the other it takes a dozen™"

Utsab Ray, the son of Chatra Manikya obtained the Zemindary of
Kadba, Bedrabad, Amirabad and Lahar in Noakhali District from the
Mughal Government.

Gobinda Manikya constructed the embankment of the river Gomti
“which helped the preservation of the crop on its both sides. He reclaimed
land at Meherkool and constructed one temple for God “‘Chandranath”
at Sitakunda hill. He presented salt to the people of Udaipur and settled
land to the Brahamins at cheap rate. His settlement deeds were written
in Bengali on copper plates. One Biswas Naran was the Uzir of Gobinda
Manikya Jagannath, the father of Champak Rai, was his full brother.

Gobinda Manikya died at 1669 A. D.

After Gobinda Manikya's death, his son Ram Manikya ascended
the throne. Ram Manikya created the post of Barthakur for efficient ad-
ministration. He plundered Chittagong once with his army being guided
by a Mughal officer. He got the temple of Tripureswari repaired in the
year 1603 Saka. According to the plate which is attached to the eastern
wal of Tripureswari Temple at udaipur, Ram Manikya's full name was
“Sri Ranagan Ram Manikya Dharma Raj Pati”. He was known as
‘Dharma Raja’ popularly. During and before the reign of Kalyan
Manikya, the territory of Kailasahar Dvn. was lost and came under the

i Mughal rule of Sylhet and a Karkon was posted at Fatikroy to manage
| the temritory. The name of the place Fatikroy is derived from the name fo
| Fatikroy, the karkon. Fatikroy was the son of Sona Roy, the Karkon12
| The Karkons were known as Kankhoi locally. Ram Manikya sent two
| Pathan warmiors named Sher Mustafa khan and Amal khan along with
some soldiers to wipe out Tilok Roy. The last Karkon of this line. The
Tripura soldiers roamed over the hills on the pretext of hunting. Sud-
denly they amtacked the house of Tilak Roy and killed all of his family
members and his retinues ©
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Thus the present Kailasahar and Dharmanagar divisions of Tripura
came again under the rule of the Maharaja of Tripura. Sher Mustafa
brought his barbar and washerman form Delhi along with his family and
their descendants are now settled at Kailasahar. Md. Kasir Mahmud
Chowdhury was a renowned man of this line.

Balibhim Naran, the brother-in-law of Ram manikya acted as Jubraj
for sometime. Champak Rai the son of Jagannath was appointed Jubaraj
because of his superior qualities.

Ram Manikya died in 1683 A. D.

After the death of Ram Manikya, Ratna Manikya ascended the throne
in C. 1683 A. D. at the age of seven years only. and Jubaraj Champak
Rai administered the Government on his behalf. Sometime after, Narendra
Deb with a view to become Raja himself went to Dacca to secure the
Mughal help. He promised the Mughal Governor at Dacca to send two
more elephants annually over the prevalent annual presentation of el-
ephants and also one for the Governor himself. Thus the annual presenta-
tion of elephants numbered four. The Mughal army come to udaipur and
Narendra was installed on the throne of Tripura with the title of Narendra
Manikya. Champak Rai fled to Dacca. Very soon, the nobilities conspired
against Narendra Manikya and requested Champak Rai to come with the
Mughal army to dethrone Narendra Manikya. Champak Rai did accord-
ingly and Narendra Manikya was defeated at a war at Chandigarh.
Narendra Manikya did not do any harm to Ratna Manikya, rather he took
care of him during his short reign. Narendra Manikya took shelter into
the hills but was afterwards arrested and killed by the order of Champak
Rai. Champak Rai installed Ratna Manikya again to the throne of Tripura
at udaipur. This event took place at about 1686 A. D. '

Champak Rai began to rule the country with courage and wisdom ‘
and stopped sending of elephants to Dacca. “The son of Ram Manikya
Raja, Zeminder to Tipperah for a while appears to have been wholly
shaken of the Mogul yoke virtually, being only liable to a nominal trib-
ute of 25,000 rupees for the perganah of Noornagar, which at the
sametime,was entirely remitted to himself in theform of a military Jaigeer
from theCourt of Delhi.”!*
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Champak Rai while residing at Dacca connected himself to the
temple of Gooptipara in Hoogly District and patronised the institution.
He was a Sakta in his religions belief. His admirers like Chandrachur
Brahmachari who composed the annotation (Kalipakshya Tika) of
Bidhyasundar Kabya styled Champak Rai as Maharajadhiraj Champak
Roy Mahinath. The sandas issued by Champak Rai may be seen with
the talukdars of Nurnagar. Champak Rai was murdered in a conspiracy
m which some members of the royal family were implicated.

After the death of Champak Rai, Ratna Manikya nominated
. Durjaysingh Deb as Jubaraj and Ghanashyam Deb as barthakur who -
© were his step-brothers by different mothers. Sanads of Ratna Manikya
and of other Rajas may be seen at the houses of jotedars at kailasahar.
Round seals containing the names of previous Rajas had been set on the
bodies of them like the insingnias of the Mughal Badsas.

Fron 1608 ot 1703 A. D. Dacca was the Mughal Capital of Bengal
- and after that the entire Diwani staff and the agents of the Zamindars
were transferred to Murshidabad. Hearing the power of Murshid Kooly
Jafar Khan(1707-25), Ratna Manikya used to send elephants, wroutht
and unwrought ivory and various other articles as presents to his at
Murshidabad in the expectation of peaceful co-existence. Murshid Kooli
m return sent Ratna Manikya khelaats or honorary dress, by the receipt
of which Ratna Manikya acknowledged the Mughal's superiority. Thsi
meerchange of presents and khelaats became an annual custom during
the whole of Murshid Koolis' administration.

Mahendra Manikya became Raja of Tripura on the 29th of Baisakh
of 1634 Saka (C May 19,1712) and on the fourth day of his accession,
Be struck coins in his name and cut Kotwal Musib Raj Durlav Naran on
#s occasion. Very soon Mahendra Manikya murdered Ratna Manikya
‘when the Mughal soldiers were still residing at Udaipur. Mahendra
appointed Drujaysingh Deb as Jubaraj and Chandra Mani Deb
Bamhakur. Mahendra Manikya died by the end of July 1713 and
 Dusjaysing Jubraj ascended the throne. His reign was full of events.

I s 10 be mentioned here that with the help of the same Mss. of the
Bomsh Museum, Rai Bahadur S. K. Bhuyan wrote a book ‘Tripura

Barampee’.
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In writing this book, I owe much to Mr. W. Zulf, the Asst. keeper of
the British Museum, for his helping me in all respects in obtaining the
Mss.; to Mr. J. J. W. Simpson, Photographic Service; The British Mu-
seum for recording the microfilm nicely; to Sreejut Ram Kanta Barthakur,
Senior Accountant, Air Training centre, Chardwar, assam, for his help-
ing me in determing the correct implications fo old Assamese words; to
Sreejut B. K. Bhattacharjee M. A. LL. B. Advocate, Agartala for his
assisting me generally and Social Education Dept., Education Director-
ate, Tripura for their making arrangements for studing the said micro-
film and I offer them my sinceredt and heartfelt thanks.

The 1st August. Tripur Chandra Sen
1964, Agartala,
Tripura.

1. The present name of the place is Nazira. It is situated at the South-West of
Sibsagar Town,

2. Tamra Dhwaja Narayan was the Raja of Kachar at that time.

3. Atpresent it is known as Kamalasagar.
It is situated at about three miles north-east of Kamalasagar in Comilla
District.

5. Naubahar-i-Murshid Quli Khani as translated by Jadunath Sarkar in Ben-
gal Past and Present-vol. LXIX, Serial No. 132 page 1.

6. Rajmata by K. C. Singha P. 84
7. Rajmata by K. C. Smgha P. %4
8. Rajmata by K. C. Singha P. 592
9. Rajmata by K. C. Singha P. 560
10. Rajmata by K. C. Singha ' P. 86
11

. Travels in India by Jean Baptiste Tavermer by V. Ball, vol II; as published
by Mac Millan and Co, London. P. 275 & 276.
12. Fatik Royer, Itihash Samaj Patrika, dated 25th Feb. 1956.
13. Sri Sri Juter Kailasahar Bhraman (Bengali) by Chandroday Bidhyabinode.
14. Grant's view of Revenues of Bengal. (Fifth Report, P. 365-96.)
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