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MESSAGE

For the development ofla society there is a need ofequitable and
balanced progress ofall the sections of human communities andfor
this perspective. it is very important to bring the weaker; deprived and
discriminated sections such as Scheduled Tribes to thefi'ontposition of
mainstream ofsocio-economic system and national development. To
development tribal community, role ofeducation is vital and educa-
tional development is more important. Education among tribal people
is given priorityfor the betterment of tribal community. Education is
the key to all round human development. To improve the education
among the tribalpeople, various schemes have launchedand the scheme
name is Free Text Book Distribution. The aim ofthe scheme is to pro-
videtinancial assistance to the tribal studentjor purchasing the text
books. One ofthc major causesfor higher rate ofdrop-out among the
tribal boys and girls is their inability to purchase books recpiiredfor
various classes. To overcomefrom this situation, Free Text Book dis-
tribution scheme is playing a vital role. - V I

1_ feel happy that Tribal Research & Culture Institute is publishing
an Evaluation Seriesfor the first time ever in Tripura based on the
evaluation study on various ongoing Tribal Development schemes con-
ducted by various researchers andfunded by Tribal Research & Cul-
ture lnstitute. C R A

s Present volume ispart ofthe evaluation series is based on empiri-
cal research conducted by Dr Jayanta Choudhury and Reshmi Ghosh
in eight sub-divisions covered all the. districts of Yiripura. This series
has tried to find out overall status of tribal studentsthose who avail
-thefacilities. W

I strongly believe that thefindings and recommendations of the
study will provide immense knowledge about the educational status of
tribal students in Tripura. ' .

(Sunil Debbarma)
Director

P15“?Q 5 Agarl5'!“ Tribal Research and Cultural Institute
Date-' 05/09/201 7 Government of Tripura

- ' | iii |
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88.07 pB[C6l1I' student agreed that the
them though 39.45 were found it to be stron

statement "%'whereas almost half of theyypercentage i.v'as‘ ’
moderate. r 0 g
Almost none of the students faced any kind of problem
regarding receiving free books from the schools.

75.23 percent students were agreed that the free book is

disuibuted every year.

93.57, percent students got‘ inlbrmaliort related to free text

book distribution from school. .
API- families in Tribal areas were also not in good condition

and not capable to bear the expenses of their cliildrens

education- T _ _

5Aibo__ut 49.54 percent students did not submit any kind of

documents orapplication fornrsixvhereas it was mandatory
asper guideline. n E
Moslof the students (73.39%) were not :.1\vare about the

- - >1

sponsoring department which provides the book

Maximum number of student (87.l5 %) agreed that their

improved due to this facility but rest of the
I.‘i_-I.:.E'... . :.. .. -' ~

iiSlUd‘eiitsiiliadfnot.cle.ar' opinion in this regard. E
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Section - I

INTRODUCTION OF THE SCHEME

, For equitable growth of the society there is a need of balanced
progress ofall the sectionsofhuman communities in all perspective. It is
very important to bring the weaker, deprived and discriminated sections to
the mainstream ofthe society through educational development. -Education
is the backbone ofa country. Not only it plays a vital role in the life ofevery
human being but also occupiesan important place in the development process
ofa country, its growth and welfare. Even it is considered as.one ofthe most
important indicators ofdevelopment in a counuy according to quality-of-life
approach.

- Government ofTripura has accorded priority for promoting education
among the tribal girls and boys in the state. A large numberuof incentives
schemes have been implemented by the state Government in order to achieve
the objectives ofthe universal education in the state especially among the
Tribal boys and girls. Despite existing incentive schemes, the dropout rate of
tribal boys and girls has been quite significant and is a major area ofconcem
for the state government. As per information available, the dropout rate at
the primary level for Schedule Tribe boys is 69.61 percent and for girls
72.81 percent while at the middle level ofthe dropout rate is 82.41 percent
for the Schedule Tribe boys and 8 l .65 percent for the Schedule Tribe girls.
ln addition to other reason one ofthe major causes for higher rate ofdrop
out among the tribal boys and girls is their inability to purchase books required
for various classes. lt is a well known fact that the cost ofthe text books for
various classes have gone up in the recent years and it seems difficult for the
poor tribal families to afford to spent money for purchase oftext books for
all the children studying in various classes. In order to overcome the problem
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ofeconomic hardship ofthe tribal families forpurchasing text books for the
children a scheme has been prepared wherein financial assistance is provided
to the poor Schedule Tribal students for purchase of text books. The
objectives ofthe scheme are: |

I ' To provide financial assistance to the tribal students forpurchase of
text books.

1

i 0 To assist the poor tribal parents who have to spent a substantial
amount in purchasing the books for their children , S

I To provide incentive to tribal boys and girls for ctutailing high dropout
among these categories. -

1.1. PROCESS OF ELIGIBILTY

t _.... _...... . .. . _...._ _____ ~ _ _

‘ [ The students should helong to the ST category as notitietl by the state. 1
j i __-V _ I V_ 7_7'V- Vii’ “IT-—v

t-_------ ———~--- i_..._--- - ____._.-- ___._.._.... ___ _ ..... _i___i_ _. _ __ . *_ .... . L’

_ Annual income of tlte family from all sources of the itlentilietl tribal student should not exceed
* Rs. 36{)l]-l].t'- per annual. The -l'it3£ltll1lttSlL‘t' id ronrpetertt to assess the level of income of the

strrrlenl and no separate income certificate will be insisted. .

The student should study in the Govt. scltools tstatefeentralj aided scltnols and other
recognized Institute.

Wlto prosecute the studies in any recognized institution irt Tripura in the class XI and Xll.
student of under gradttate i.e. Degree Course in general education.

l

O_ ._,____ _____,, _ _, __ _,__

lr _ ,_ ., _ _ ____ _, _ . , . . . . . . . , , . _ _ . , Z , ,_

Figure: I
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1.2. INADMISSIBILITY
- I Those who are not promoted to next class will not be assisted tmder
the scheme - _

v Part time courses in privately managed Institutions and for
correspondence courses. . _ A ' _

1» - Pre-examination coaching and training for taking admission in any
full time courses .

I Students who are in full time employment on regular or ad-hoc basis
either in Govemrnent or semi-Government organization,public tmdertaking.
Autonomous Bodies and privately run organizations. _ A

I Students who have changes the course ofstudy without completing
the coruse for which the benefit was granted under this scheme.

I Students who get similar benefit from other schemesl programmes
ofs.tate/Central Govt. will not be eligible. . _

3



Section - II A

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

2.1. Objective of the study: - r
I To study the socio-economic background ofthe students who are

receiving the benefit. ‘ .
I To find out the problems facing by students during collection of

books. - ' W
1 To measure the impact ofthe students after collecting books. r

2.2. Sampling techniques: _
The propose study was empirical in nature and based on primary and

secondary data collected from different sources.The study was conducted
in the eight sub-divisions namely Sadar. Bishalgarlt._ Sabroom, Belonia,
Khowai, Ambassa, Kamalpur, and Kailasahar. Stratified random sampling
method was used for sampling. Total 109 students from eight sub-divisions
were selected and among them 59 are boys and 50 students are girls.

2.3 Sample Design:

i i State t'Tripu|'n) I

. ._.._ ' _ ';__._. -~-r. _
i strietst__'(i) J

it Srtbdit~'isio1tsl'S__t
..._ _ ..__ \

l ‘T Two school lrottt each Sub-tlix-’isiott I

j 'iii~isttlLi..~..r;._ l

4
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2.4. Data Collection
The secondary infonnation was collected from dilferent sources likeTr-ibal

. .

Welfare department, Tribal Research and Cultural Institute, Sub-divisional
Welfare Offices and other selected schools of Government ofTripura. The
primary data was collected through commturicated with students and teachers
ofparticular school using well structured schedule and interview method.

2.5 Data Analysis .
Collected data was digitalized and analysed using tabular and graphical

representation in a descriptive way. .

5



W Section - III

RESULT AND DISSCUSSION -
. \

PART I — BACKGROUND OF THE STUDENT

Table 1: Gender composition of the students —
... .. ..... . - _

SI no. ’ Gender Nu l ‘Percentage
Boys

-J:-'

Hr-t——y
L.nLn 63¢

._..i__..-

5 D 54.13”
, t. Gilt» _ , 45;-37  __

. Total 109 It 10
' r '—r"~ ___ _ _ ___ ~ ~ r____ _ _ rrrr ';i:";____ _ _ - ——7 #1

Source: Field survey. 2014 _

Percentage of student in a gender wise was shown in Table 2. It was
cleared that the percentage ofgirls were (49.87%) less compare to boys
(54.12 %). l '

Table 2: Religion of the student
- - - _; -----T_-:;—_-;-;_—_ __ __ _ > ___ -- --------_____ __ _ _ _- ---- -_-_;;;_»_-__-_-_-__—_T—- ____;:--_-__—_;-_--— ___... _--_——-'—-i— - _.-.._.__._ .. -- T

I.....§..!-.!11t¢.. ,,,R¢ligiuu., W Bree __.G,i__r.l-< ,;_,......__!tt1~Il
l. Hindu , 78

trftt-37) _ , . <(*(r.J_.__-_-_l -
2. iChristian ii 22 1

or __ Q8641 , -_ <;;g;» , on,1_§g_____%
3. . Buddhist

42,__¢_._

______,_Z._.?T__.

Il in .-I
I:.1:£_.""---Ln

l i I-

O''

:.\_.jj
jl ‘I ...i_.__.._..J

C

--u

, ,_ _,_l§5-U8) .8 __._, ill,-L, _____._
- Total 59 - t St! ' t lttt)_ l

Source: Field snrvcv. 2014 - i., . .

From the above table 2 it can be concluded that the students were mainly
from Hind families whereas, 18.64 percent and 5.08 percent belong to
Cltristianity and Buddhism respectively. s

6



Table 3: Economic category ofthe family

Slno. C Boys ' Girls .. Total|
ltl t t' -:_;.—.<.¢ _. . A - — — ’— -— t _, , ——~ 7,; -t _ ______ ,, ~ I I1. BPL j 37 I 22 59

..........£§_7-.’_-71) J44) ___ (54-'21-2. i 21 24 45 .
.................._. -r2§.59> i;-18>" r, iwzta _

it 3. .1 Antodava l - l j 2

4=-,---_-:1?

.| : L l

ll-69) ;' . (2) t ‘ll-33) Q
j 4. Artttzrpurgtgtqatqwfl‘ g_T_”_ 0 0 0 t

Don't know 0 3 3 1
A WM l _J (6) t;_.75) :1

 59 I D so 2109
t *  (99.93)

From the survey it was found that 54.12 percent students were from
BPL family and 41 .28 percent were fronrAPL family which means even
APL families in Tribal areas were also in a part ofpoor family and they are

q 4

unable to bear the expenses for purchasing the books. A 2

Table 4: Occupation of the Parents (Father)

i Sl.no. Particulars J No. l Percentage .
= l. 9 Farmer i 57 52.29 _

2. Pefty i l ii it“tip9 T‘
‘ 3 I  l3.tiité.t.e§f9<=~    ' ,_  -_

J
5- Olvltm i

I -r 4 .

lI

flii___?__n___4

I‘ _* __.

Source: Field survey, 2014
>

IfS rwmls about the occupation ofthe parents which indicate that
fifififllfi(52.29%) were engaged as farmer followed by 27.52
jqtflnuafl 10.09 percent were running petty businesses and

7 .
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" less than l percent parents are belongs to service related and it seems that
maximum are lrom poor family.

PART II - RESPONDENT PROFILE
2 Table S: Age wise gender distribution

__,._ . .

R=iIts9.- .......... lttrrs...... -- .._..-.-_£i.i.r'_l§-............. ..........-.T.!I:.i!.a!............... -
l 1Tit-T| t

. t-ti
' '1

=12i _ g tr .691
i I2‘-I3 C is-2

(54.23:
,1]

2.
0 nit

i t.5?.8t'1]
L___ _ __ _14- t 5 ' 21 _-

_ .... ......@f1_-i _ ....-. J3‘-19.‘
l ii l Qiil

.-_ ---- ---=_____ ______ “_-

If ' '— ___ . .

I6-I7 3
i (5.08)

---.-—i-J__._.

II-I-nu--in-mu-H-unau-r------in________In-r--—-r-r ----- -I ' IIIIIII-

184‘) 2
._i2~--'95:).

it

E 0
l-...._'_............ .......................... ....................... ................................. -ttt.43_t

2
ll.83l

-------=_—_—.___._, - __ up-1 -._.._".-in-.:,___. _-_-... ------_

+

.-.-._.-q_.,.-n iiiii 0 ‘ iiiii n
---~v~.

1 l i
I.

i

Total 59
0

"""""Ti I “ T" _:

_ -..............- ...!.i!li?..!..-_ i
Stiitrcez ti"-‘iettl ate;-trey’. §iTt4

t I From the table-5, it is clear that maximum number of students
belonged to l2-l 3 years and 14‘-l 5 years ofage category.

I lnterestingly few students were also found in the age group of l 8-
19 which clearly indicates that some students were from droupout category

Table 6: Gendcrwisc education of the student '
- -- - --~94.’ i _______ __,_;; .. _ _,_.,.______ -.1 ._ 7. ________;_.< ___i ___” _ _,_____.__T,____________,__,___1__ . .. ....._=!.______ ___ _

|

l Classes 7 gggg"Brig liirl t ...fiiitl=I|I
I
E

Uifpcr |rrimary 5 l -in
z

Seet.ir1tI:||.'}’ 8 T-‘_iiii H 4"‘ i

A A 9?
1 .........i.§.:“.'.;2f?.l.......
i 9

iii ~3§!..i..__..-..._;
._,__

i |i

ii igfrcr SL!1"tll1tltlI‘}'
i 2 ' ._ {1..{i<.§.5J ‘ fii?...... ‘' ll tl t ll j

i

""W
—7————_ ___ __ -_ -_ -----— _____,_,___ _,§ --------$.77’ __ _ - - --=-_-_-_-:,.,,. _ _ _

r - .

........»i._ !J| ‘C U "-I

L.........................-_.._.......................i_......_..-.._......_..-............................ ..................... ..
St.1tr|'cc: Ficltl sttt'\-'ey. ZUI4

O 8

A--_-. 1119 ,
_--..L ................... ._t.-!..iI!i.'!.!.......... .... ..

...,t
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s :t Gender wise education of tlrestudcrrt =

' H lipperprflrrrrryl I Seicorrrlmy '1 I-Iiglrersecorrdaty

5 . .

P at-:-.44 33.99 i
._;::,_. ._,-t ' ; __ '. _,_.__;__;_..: 1 .;':=..= 1‘; _,;f;‘
;-=_."_-__--:-_---_.;,_r . -__a=-.-:.: ‘ _ -__.-,-__i§-
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3't
: Boys Girl Total -

Figure : 2

The facility was provided only for VI-VIII classes and all the students
belonged to upper primary.category and the percentage ofgirls were more
(92%) compare to boys (86.44%).

PART- III: PROCESS OF ELIGIBILITY

Table 7 : Sources ofcollecting information
'55?-'57-'—'—-'—'—'-'—'»-—'—'- —'—'-—-'-'-'-'- -"-1 —————————T—f-::————~i‘*~' "T"""""""" ' 7"-'-1 '~'-i-~-'—'------------- --——— - “‘é”"=-'-'—""-"""' ' 1" "5 7 5 '7' '5.'!.'~'.'. -~.-1-l—-.~~----'-~~~.~~~-—-—————-—i——— A -- ' ' . .. . ... .. . . .. . ..--.- -.1

Si Sources Boys i Girls Total

|—u-I5:= -ElF School 55 iiiiiiiiii iiiiiiii i at A 102
..... ....... ...... ..... .........

3. Local leader . 0 _ 3 3
. ' _.._..-.................. ....... .. '7...“'l?.--._....

1 Nledin L

x_|r:—

I-l'-
I ,....

-.

-til .l I-r........__.._~_- tE
-Ills._p-I.

.l

-

ll

_4-I-,.-t l'IIIP"‘\--P’

i t i ._L_.....‘ J. 2 NGO
_____._.____........ .. .. . . . ..... L ___ ____ _:_:

I |-s- i ()ll‘tt:t‘S 4- '4
It = (6-77) i __, t g

- _* f __i_.. _.._. ._._._.:___.___.____;_____.________;.___ .. . _ :___ _______.______.._.___._.__.._T__._. ;.:___.._._____________._;_________ ___ _ I _______ _________J

4|Total ,5 .59 i .50 "I09 E
. l train. | .

~___ _ __ _ __ __.. _. . --=.-.-_-.-7:;-;;=::;:::===.-.... \l\II(JIf_’I;'I\ll\II|.\$fl4I-'-L“-'£llllllA4l - --- --_- - -_-- --a--an-.1;-----.1--d-.-.-_—.¢-.-T-t-.. . .. _ _.—._-.-.7,"--t-t-=—_—_—.—._—.-.-.-.1.____________-=_-=_-.-;=- --- --- - ---- ---a---as-~-s-».»--->--v-»--,..»¢

Sourcc: Field survey. 20l4 '
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Free Tart Book Distribution
in _ . . . .. -___ ......._._. .t

r.» .~....-,-,--- ._.._......,.-..-.- .-..___...._.... . . - - . . . , , - m - §
Sources of collecting information ,

2.75 3.67

W I 93.57 percent students got information related to free text book
distribution from school. ~

I 9 Media, NGOs were not playing any kind of role in this iegard
However it wasfound that very few students got information from neighbors
local leaders, friends etc.

i
i

-3
'I

..-w_.,.,.M~qMM-“wt.m.-wtmmnmm-w-"mu

I School

I Friend

M Local lr.-ado
I Merlin _

I NCO -.

.1

,..,.,...........-..-H
E

'.=-t ()tlret‘$ _

5

Figure : -3 ' _
n

Table 8 : Place of submitting the documents _
Ji. ' ' ...__ .. "'v2___ '11. _ _"i.____ '  7 ____ L. '* _. '7 ' 2. Tin. 1" ___." '_:_i__ ___.._.__ 9-;_".t;::' _.;i.i.. :_2i. _ ' :.;;:r—
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0 About 49.54 percent students did not submit any kind ofdocuments
or application forms whereas it was mandatory as per guideline.

0 Rests ofthe students (50.45%) submitted the documents along wlth
application form. ‘ -<
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It is clear in figure 4 that majority ofthe students (4-4.03%) did not awale
about the duration ofapproval of facility. lf it is sometimes late then also
they were not at all aware about this.

Table 10 : Place of Selection of facility (Sources)
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Most ofthe boys (69.49%) and girls (82%) agreed that they were selected
by the school authority.
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PART IV - IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Table 11: Awareness regarding sponsoring Department
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Awareness regarding sponsoring department
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Most of the students (73 39%) were not aware about the sponsoring
department which provides the book to them and the ratio was almost same
for both boys and girls.

Table 12: Regularity of boolts providing every year
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Regarding the books distribution, 75.23 percent students were agreed
that the free book distributed in every year. '

Table 13: Loss of books
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From the survey it was found that 6.42 percent students who lost their
books and bound to purchase the book from nearby markets. It may be
situated in the village or in the nearest city because if the books is lost then
second time nobody has given the scope to collect the book from the school.

Tablel4: Problem faced during collection of books
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From the above table it has been found that, less percentage (l .83 %)
ofstudents facing a problem during collection ofbooks from school. '
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The above two tables help to understand the overall satisfaction ofthe
0

students. Though 88.07 percent agreed that the schemewas helpful for
them and 39.45 percent was found to be strongly agree in their statement
whereas almost half of the percentage was moderate. About l l .92
percentage ofstudents disclosed that the facility was not helpful in the sense

Q

that only text books were provided to them which they felt as not good
enough for good result in the long rtm. So they were compelled to purchase
other reference books from the nearby market.
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Table 17 : Free Text Book was improved. the education
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Maximum number ofstudent (87. 15 %) agreed that their education was
improved due to this facility but rest ofthe students had no clear opinion in
this regard. " ' I - t - '
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  - Section - IV
, 1

4 ' K

PROBLEMS, RECOMMENDATION 2
&  .

 CONCLUSION

- Issue-1: Providingonly Text books: The students received only text
books from school under free text book distribution scheme. ‘Only text book
was not sufficient for completing and improving the education under present
education -"system. Grammar booksand other books are also necessary.
For that the students werefacing a problem and they were bound to purchase
the necessaiy books from open market. 1 L

+

-1 Recommendation: Other necessary books need to be provided along
with text books. ' _ A

Issue-2: Loss or damage the book: If any student loss any books
then further he or she did not receive another copy for the same.

Recommendation: Modification ofrule is required so that students get
a chance for second time for applying free text book distribution.

Issue-3: Library is not available in every school: Only some schools
had own library rests did not. As a result ofthis ifany student did not have
the book or lost the book, and then they are helpless in those schools where
there were no libraries. '

Recommendation: Alternatively a small library may be created with
these supplementaly books. Alternatively a common libraiy may be opened

I 7 .
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in the collaboration of some local clubs or NGOs for the students ofall
schools.

Issue - 4: Lack of participation of NGO’s, trust andany other
organization: The non-government organization, local clubs are not involved
with this scheme for providing the supporting books. ~-

Recommendation: Schools can collaborate with NGOs and other
orgzmizations even philanthropies for those studentswho require other books
rather than text books. -

Issue 6: Only bookish knowledge is not sufficient: Maximum school
provides only bookish knowledge. And also it had been found that the moral
and physical education was less among students which will bring down their
confidence in future.

Recommendation: Ifpossible provide computer education and trying
to implement the modern teaching learning process in the classroom through
modern technology. i

Issue 7: Some girls did not get the support from the scheme and their
family also unable to purchase the books. O .

Recommendation: Ifpossible then first circulate the books as a priority
basis.

I 8
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CONCLUSION

Education is the major factor for development ofthe nation and it is also
more important for tribal communities. The importance ofeducation as one
ofthe most powerful means ofbringing about socio-economic development
ofthe Scheduled Tribes. As educational development is a stepping-stone to
economic. and social development, and the most effective instrument for
empowering the tribal ’s and for that Ministry ofTribal Affairs makes all
efforts for the development oftribal people.

The study gives a clear picture offree text book distribution in various
aspects such as information regarding the facilities in the school and students.
lt also provides detailed statistical analysis in different areas. If the
recommendations are implemented-in li.ll'Lll'€ then undoubtedly it will be good
for the rural tribal students and the percentage ofquality education will be
improved among them. At last but not the least some reference books can
be provided to the needy students for their better future.

19



A 

Tribal Research and Cultural Institute was established under Tribal
Welfare Department in the year T970 as per decision of
Government of Tripura for launching studies an the socio-
economic aspect of the Different Tribes of Tripura besides
evaluation of all development schemes taken up for the benefits
of the tribes. This institute deals in fundamental and applied
research works on the socio-economic field, evaluation, docu-
mentation of Tribal Art and Culture. preservation of tribal
heritage. publication of research studies. Tribal Research and
Cultural Institute collects manuscripts on tribal history and
tradition. development of languages of different tribes etc. In
addition. this Institute is also engaged for organizing seminar.
workshop on different aspects of tribal development of issues
along with training programme for the field level officers
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