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The Tribal Cultural Research and Training
Instituté, Hyderabad since its inception, had initiated
a long term programne of research connected with Socio-
economic conditions of tribes of Andhra Fradesh. The
importance of Sample Surveys for collection of data on
various problems of Scheduled Tribes has been recognised
by the Govermment. The Indebtedness Survey among
Scheduled Tribes of Andhra Pradesh was. launched in 197%-72
as a long term Research Project through stratified '
sampling technique in the districts of Srikakulam,
Visakhapatnam, West Godavari, Khammam, Warangal, Adilabad,
lahabubnagar, Guntur, Nellore and Anantapur. The basic
objective of this survey is to estimate the extent of

indebtedness among the ma jor tribes of Andhra Pradesh,

Though the draft was ready long back it could

not be brought out earlier due to certain unavoidable
circumstances. This report throws light on the
magnituade of indehtedness among Scheduled Tribes with

specific reference to sources and purvose of debt.,



This survey was conducted by a team of officers
of the ins*titute. The Report was drafted by
Sri A.Somasekhar, Statistical Officer and 3ri N. Raj2

Babu Rao, Research Assistant of the Ianstitute.

T am highly thankful to all the officials 2%

Block and District levels who extended their cooperﬂtion

for successful completion of the survey.

4
|

D.R. PRATAP
Director.



=l

CHAFTER

CHAPTER

CHArIsR

CHAPTER

CHAPTER

Ta

Introduction L E

Demoraphic gnd N
gpocin-3conomlc Profile .

Magnitude of Indebtedness

Causes of Indebtedness

Modus Operandi of Major
Credit Agencles

protective Tegislations

gummary ard recommen-

dations

2 i

1T PN g ¥

piiowd B s sl

e 1
=PRI

iy

oA i»j_is_ii.'..!

g : - o ety ke £
b iy g e et i et b e e i = ¥
T LS o o ; :

Aty

B P - BTPIRCR S S WON L gt 113 W Ao gy

]

e
3
ie

e T T Y

e bt B b o e Lo Lada by

2 4

e .‘_
Y T e N T ey ~ T &

Fe BSOS

BT L d e e
a1 il el oo Lk L

g TR



e e ~—
L e oy




be

CHAPTER, I

 INTRODUGTION - . o~

| According to the 1971 census, the tridel
| population of Andhra Pradesh is 16.58 lakhs which.
. constitutes 3,81 per cent’ of the total p@pulation Qf
of the state. Out of this 7.58 lakhs or 45.86 per -
| 'cent are 1iving in thé schedu1ed areas and tbegrest |
are 1iving in the plains. The Scheduled Tribes Lists
) Modification Order, 1956,‘issued byAthe.GOVefnment of
Indla 1isted 212 tribes. Among them, 3ﬁ-Tribes with
varylng tradition, culture, &nd. economic level are
: 11v1ng in Andhra Pradesh. Savaras, Konda Doras, -
Bagatbes, Valmikis, Jatapus, Gadabas, Kammaras, Mapné.
Doras, Mukha Doras, Por jas, Kotiya-BenthOhoﬁlyéKOyés
Hill Reddis, ‘Gonds, Kolams, pardhans and Chenehus are
" the major tribes inhabiting the scheduled aTreas.

Yerukulas, Yenadis and Sugalis are 1iving in the

plains. S 5

for an area of 11,595,Sq.miles which is 10 per cent of

thé total geégraphical arca of the state.  They cover

! -.

I

The scheduled;areas of Andhra Pradesh account
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O LI A ) sakha-—
6.107 villages in the districts of Srikakulam, V3isarH
y -~ o

- Ja g3 78]—-,
patnau, mast Gudavarl, uest Godavari, Khamuam, WArans
Ldilabod and Mahaboobneger.  Outside the gchedvled

arcas, there are some pockets where tribes are 1iving

S e e d Joom e O
in great conctntration.

Satie e \."..--

Thoug‘n the tribes have thenr trndl’tiuual _
‘occupatlons, they do not remain conflmd to those

in
oe(,upatlons as they. cannot make ‘enough income t? sustd

the*f'.s_@.lvf?s_?' They t_hgre;fore, resort to subsidiary

occupations.

The traditional cconomic organisation of the

tribes can be classified broadly into five categories‘

(1) scttled agricultli're, (2) shifting cultivation,

(3) trade in forcst products, (4) pastoral, and
(5} food-—gﬂtngrlng.

Agriculture, setﬂed or shlftlnp, is the

m2in occupation of most of the ma jor tribes. Tribes

such as Gonds, Koyas, end Bhagatss are mainly Scttled
plough cult'lvators.

TI‘lbeS such as Hill Reddis,

still pr actl g M Podu " cultivation,

Ban.]al‘qs 4
pastoram turnx.d as settled cu]t V’itOrs Chenchus of

|
Nallemalai forests are mainly food gathcrers and
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hunters and they are céxperts in the collection of honey.
Now-a-days they have also turned as forest labourers. i

Yanadis depend meinly on mat-weaving, snake-skinning, !

P Memar P T

and, to some extent, on agricultural labour and labour

s e

in construction works. Valmikis are traditional traders
turned settled cultivators; but side by side they pursue

their ﬁraditiohal occupation during lean months. The

I (8 Y g

" P .

present—day tribal economy can be described asiagro~

] o L
- il

forest-based as 90 per cent of the trlbal population

TR AR
e

i i

.- are.engaged in __thl_s_ sector. : ¢

Irrespective of the occupations pursued by
various tribes and their social structure, the problem
of indebtedness is found to be common to all @Fe them.
The reason for this is their poor economic condition, ﬁ
.which,‘again, is due to their aloofness from the
mainstream of national development and the geo-economic
nature of the area they lived in. Thanks to the tempo ?-

of development in the areas adjoining the tribal regions I
~and in the tribal areas, the tribal areas and the tribes ;
have come to be exposed to the complex socio-economic

systems operating in the plains areas and this has | _ ﬁ;
resulted in imbalance in the 1life styles of the tribes .
and their economy. While the wants of the tribes

have gone up, they have not been able to find or provided




i

with means to achieve them.

.9nd the consequent upsurge ip some tribal areas £rOV

4.

The moneylenders 2nd

traders from the pleins found this as an 0pportunitY

. i~
to exploit the tribal people. The problem of 1nd ebte

: S
ness is meinly associated with the settled cultivators.
as the non-tribal moneylenders take them as teredit-

he
worthy' with a view thet they cen teke possession of ©

movable 2nd immovable assets of the tribals

was not reperid with the heavy interest charged.

agricultural labourers can borrow only s little amoun’®

while the food —gatherers are never given any Loan-

As
stated by the Elwin Comiittee "The burden of debt
becomes heavy and unbesrable and is no where commel
suralte with the source of income. The tribal borfowers

are, therecfore, born in debt, live ip debt and }5355
away in debt",

‘ e
The net result 15 that the subsistdl’
economy of the tribal hes turned into a deficit econoﬂfb’
with the irncercs.

on
sed indebtedness and this chein reaCti
from poverty to 1ndcbtedn<,ss h

n
. io
#8 led to land alienat

tine to time.

I
n order to get the tribals out of the
prevailing frustration,

the Basic proplem of theil
poverty and cxploitation by non

~triba to be
tackled. 1s have

Vari
ous 1e:glslz=tionswere passed py the
gOVQTment to CU.I‘b none‘flt«n 3ﬂd
dlng, land alienatiol
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other exploitative activities of the non~tribal

settlers in the Scheduled &Areas. But the problem

of indebtedness anong the tribals still remeins unsolved.
Meny Cormmittecs and Commissions have underlined this
issue and its cvil effects on the econonmy of tribals.
With a2 view to assessing the wmagnitude of this problem
and its dimensions & survey among 20 me jor theduled
Tribos' irhabiting the scheduled and non-scheduled

areas of Andhra Pradesh was taken up during the year

19t71"‘72 L]

" The objectives of the survey are: (1) to
assess the magnitude of tribal indebtédnéss, (2) to
bring into light the traditional sources of credit and
the "Modus Operandi" of the traditionel moneylending
agencies, (3) to explore the couses of indebtedness
among the tribels, (4) to coxemine the relationship of ‘
indebtedness with certein variables like size of house- b//)
hold, landholding, income, expenditure,etc., (5) to
assess Eow far the cooperatives were able to replace

the traditional moneylenders and reduce indebtedness

among tribals, (6) to assess the impact of protective

legisletions and (7) to suggest weys and means of

redueing the indebtedness among tribels.
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~—-with blocks as the first

6

Ls the universe is heterogencous in ratures
cheracterised bﬁ marked geo-cthnic diversities and
varied levels of economic development, it was proadly

stratified into five homogenous regions on the bASH®

s
of geo-ethnic simileritieg, From cach region, blOCK

were listed where tribal population yas sizeablee

o ~ d
Stratified three stage sampling &95 followe

5
11288

-stage sampling units, vill?®
as the second-stage sampling units, end householdS "8

6€ sPmpling unitg,
self-weighing at the

: third -gste 80¢
the third-sta The design was ¥ d

g ar
stete level for both scbedule .

plains areas.,

Since withs .  signif
e Wlthln the Tegions there were Slgﬂlf
diffcrences in the socio |

e
% X ic 1ev
cultyral and economic
. .

the trlbes,

. . t0
.the Tegions were stretified furtheT Y
sub-regions so 48 o j l

- e trlbe—wise Jz‘epresel'lt ;
each region,

-~

The first peps o8
cgilon compyry ipal a~f
Q: Srikalkuls ‘ Prialle WL

a
m and Vlsakhapatnam districts
region consistg of the gep
. che

duled ap f Bas
West G "R 8
. ) odavari, Khammam and

i,
Waranp picts W8
are often referreq to = sl distrie ’

}
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o
Gg\ areas of Mahaboobnagar and Kurnool, known as the Chenchu
arca, formed the fourth region, and the tribal pockets
of Ananthapur, Nellore and Guntur districts were grouped
- bogether to form the fifth region which is called fﬁé
Gi) Yerulula, Yenadl and Sugall region.

The first region was divided into six sub-
reglonsy; the second regi@n was divided into two sub-
regions and the fifth region was brokgn down into three
sub-regions. The third and fourth reglons were not
divided into sub-divisions. The selected blocks
were fixed on the basis of area Pnd population of each
region so as to have proportionate representation in
each region. Four blocks in the first region, three
in the second, two in the third, one in the fourth and

séven in the fifth were seclected for study.

The total number of villages phcked up f;om
the sample blocks faried aécofding to both the ebhnie
composition and the numerical strength of the selected
village subject, however, to a minimum of two villages.
Keeping in view the time and the availability of manpower
for the survey, the size of the ultimate sample was
decided in such 2 way as to include all the major tribes.
The synonymous tribes and the tribes whose poPulétion

was less than 8,000 according to the 1961 census were

g

T W R HETITTTY

T T T T T ey e S T



and Kotia-Bentho-

8

es
T trib
elimineted from the statistical frame and 20 major |

3hold5
were selected for the study., The number of housefio™™

. the
selected frou each tribe for study was fixed on

; The
basis of the numerical strength of each tribe.

s
20 tribes were arranged in descending order, Koya

. Q
topping the 1ist, it being the largest tribe. TV

the
hurdred housecholds were selected in proportion to

size of the Koya sample such that cvery tribe wes

_represented by a minimupm of 10 houscholds.

e
The tribes covered _’m the first region wel
the- Sevaras, Jatapus,

1385
Konda Dhoras, Gadebes, Bhag?

Valmikis, Kamma_ras, Pr jas,

ras
Manne Dhoras, Mukhe DO

: e
oriasin the second ~-region wer® &
Koyas and Konda Reddls, in the thlrd -region were £0°

1€
Gonds, Kolams, ang Pardhansn in the fourth—region we

Yenadls,/Sugalis ( Table-I )



TABLE .1

XK e K Ko Km Xom X m XX =X = Kom X2 K Ko T X =X =K m X X =X X X =X =X =K
81.No. Neme of the Region, Tribes No. of hourc-
covered holds selec-
ted. °
X=X ~X =X ~X = X=X =X =X =X =X =X=X~X ~X=X~X= X=X ~X =X KX~ X=X~K =X =X~ =X
1. Srikakulan and [;}
Visakhapatnam reglons. 1) Savara 64
2) Jatapu 76\
3) Gadaba 20
4) Konda Dhora . 78
5) Kammara 22
6) Bagata 50
7) Valmiki | 20
8) Manne Dora 10
9) Mooka Dbhora 10
10) Porjs 10
11) Kotia Bentho-
, ria. 10
2. Koys rczlon. 1) Koyas 200
2) Konda Reddi 64
3. Gond Treglon 1) Gonds 130
2) Kolams 16
3) Pardhan 10
4, Chenchu region 1) Chenchu 16
5. Yerukula, Yenadi and 1) Yanadl 186
Sugali reglon 2) Sugali 88
3) Yerukula 116
BT gy e e e e e "m0 e e e e Ts T Te "0 T8 T Te "o "o T T

Thus, a total of 1196 tribal housecholds 370 from\
the first reglon, 264 from the second reglon, 156 from
the third reglon, 16 from the fourth region and 390
from the fifth region were selected for the study.



and Kotia

8
| ibes
eliminsted from the statistical frame and 20 ma jor FT
were selected for the study. The number of househo%és
selectedvfrou each tribe for study was fixed on the
basis of the numerical strength of each tribe. The

20 tribes were arranged in descending order, Koyas

topping the list, it being the largest tribe. TwO

hundred households were selected in proportion to the

siie of the Koya sample such that every triﬁe we s

represented by a minimum of 10 houscholds.

The tribes covered in the first region were

the Sevaras, Jatapus, Konda Dhoras, Gadabes, Bhagatas

Valmikis, Kammaras, BT jas, Manne Dhcras, Mukha Doras
“Bentho-oriasin the secong

~region were the
Koyas and Konda Reddis, in the third-region were the
Kolams, ang Pardhans; in the fourth
the Chenchusg

oA

and 1n the fiftn
= ite
Yeradis,/Sugalig ( Table-I )

G
onds, -reglon were

ass
~reglon were the Yefuku}



TABLE .1

K=K X Ko K= X=X mXm X =X =X = X = X=X X Ko Kom X =X = Xom X e X = Xom X X =X =X ~X X
S1.No., Neme of the Region. Tribes No. of houcc-
covered holds selec-
_ ted. °
XXX =X ~X = X=X =X =X =X =X =X~ X~X ~X=X~X=X=X~X =KX =KX= X=X =X =X~ =X
1. Srikakulam and I;}
Visakhapatnam reglons, 1) Savara 64
2) Jatapu 76\
3) Gadaba 20
4) Xonda Dhora 78
5) Kammara 22
6) Bagata 50
7) Valmiki | 20
8) Manne Dora 10
9) Mooka Dhora 10
10) Porja 10
11) Kotia Bentho-
. ria. 10
2, Koye regzion. 1) Koyas 200
2) Konda Reddi 64
3. Gond Teglon 1) Gonds 130
2) Kolams 16
3) Pardhan 10
4, Chenchu region 1) Chenchu 16
5. Yerukula, Yenadi and 1) Yanadi 186
Sugall reglon 2) Sugali 88
3) Yerukula 116
BT, — e e e e e "0 e 0 e e e e "8 " ™ Te e e e e g Ty

Ta

Thus, a total of 1196 tribal households 370 from\
the first region, 264 from the second reglon, 156 from
the third reglon, 16 from the fourth region and 390
from the fifth region were selected for the study.







— e A = SE e E S "
e

- 10 124 .“'.‘ ’
‘ CEAPTER.IL

' DEMOGRAPHIC AND_SOGIQ-ECONOMIC PROFILE’

This Chapter presents and discusses the ¢
demographic and socio-economic cheracteristics of ghg

sample households taken up'ror this study.

A

LGE AND SEX COMPOSITION:~ The 1,196 households uje‘}eg- '
sﬁrvey had a population of 5,909 persons (3,026 males
.and 2,883 females) - l

Age group-wise, 33.82 per cent were in the

- group 0-103; 60,29 percent in the age~-group 11-50; and

only 5. 89 percent in the age-group above 50 vears,(¢5p @%z%

TABLE.2. AGE AND_SEX COMPOSITION OF THE SAHPLE

POPULATION )
.ig; grgu; o -ﬁ;i;s- S jF;mglés- " e Eogai -7 *
-------- B R e e W B R e O g
0-10 o84 ) 1015,_' 1999 '
11-20 589 - 538 1127
21-30 | | 594 602 - 11886
3140 420 331 “7s1
41~50 241 - 247 : im
5 5i_e0 | 139 - - 109 T e
61-70 41 N 69
- 71 and above 18  $ o 13 ‘ a1
TomLs - 8026 - =883 5909
m e WTBE A W R A e e e
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Sex-wise 48.78 percent of the oopulstion of

tiie sample households were femeles. The general sex

ratio worked out to 959 females per 1000 males. The

sex ratio varied among the 20 tribes Studied.(TableoSJ-

TABLE.3, TRIBE-WISE SEX RATIO. -

S.No. TRIBE *Lgs" I;‘pl‘w f,wé L I::EIEAL?)S
PER 100
---------- - 'MALES.
10 ETTERE N - Ry
, iuga;i 265 agp 515 943
* - terukuls . 262 o9g 53i. 1041
4. Chenchu a9 R L -
§. Koya : s 7 76 948
e 515 - 1056 951
8' : Kz:am 350 . 308 658 880
2 @l g 952
9. Pardhap o5 o0 82
11, JEZZE O 27*? 978
12. Gadaby » 15,3. 152 - 305 - 993
13, Konda Dopa “ R N 91 1275
14; ‘Kamnrara -, ALOB 182. 374 047
15 . 50 E
« Bhagathg . 198 104 925
16« Valmikj_ 63 135 263 1054
17 Manng Doyg | o 46 109 - 730
18 Por ja i :?_,3 20 391
20, 38 - : ..
Kotig -Bentho-__ol,iya. -l 38 65 1407
22
TOT&L; “56--“'-“'-“.._“‘ 53 709
- . =~ - o -l E 26_ 2883 "'“"‘*-fn-....-.__.u..,mv—"’

~~<__ 5 .. 8909 952

-
L)
TR e e =



. o7 g &
The sex ratlo was low among Kotio-Bentho-/ y@?os females
per 1000 meles) and high among porjas (1407 females per
1000 rales) and Manne Doras (1307 females per iOOb males)

, : : .
MARITAL STLTUS: Out of the 3,026 males in the sample

population, 42.66 percent were married 54.49 percent
were unmarried and 2.85 percent were wildowers. Out
of the 2,883 females In the sample population, 45.68

per cent were married, 46.10 per cent unmarried, and

8,22 per cent widowers ( Table.4) I

- TABLE: 4. MARITAL STATUS

—--——..--—-—.--——_——_c——_-u--_——-—_-

MALES FEMALES TOTAL

1 2 3 4
Married 1291 1317 2608
Unmarried 1649 1329 2978
Widower/widow 86 237 323
TOTAL: 3026 2883 5909

——_—-—..-v—.—-—_,_-.—...-——.-—._—..._-u-—_.--,_

This reveals that the total number -of females
ig more than the males in the married population and

it indicates the existance of polygamy among the tribals.

QgpNOMICﬂg@ATUS:a Out of the sample population, 61.48

per cent were workers and the remaining 38.52 per cent

were non-workerse The percentage of méles and females
\
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a

in the working population was 52.99 and 47,01 respec-

tively.

48.37 per cent of the mles and 51.63 per

¢sr% of the females constituted the non-working popu=

laticn.

Among working population, males out numbered
the females, (Table,5)

TABLE .5 ECONOMIC STATUS

'

YT mammers T BrERDEEc - -
group Maleg Females Maleg Fema-
B s e s e o N
1 2 3 4 5 &
0-10 - - 56 a7 98 :
11-20 35 3 427 B 197
21-30 362 16 226 578 “é
51 "60 112 8 Q 79 18
71 and
abOVe. 12 o= - l 3
_______ - 5
TOTAL: 1154 I
- LT 1 T 1101

age-group

= mm

e o -
. - e

8e~wisga dis

0

[- - 222

) 7 T e ?__
o068  oma 1015
117 589 538
8 594. .602
6 420 331
20 o241 247
22 139 109
5 4 28
10 | 18 13
11756 3006 2883

-
-t e e = -

0 were found in the
Ste

fUal percentage

.

e
o

-

——
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.of non-earn ing females in the same age“groﬁp_

Ma jority of the working pcpulation was concentrated in
the age-group of 21-30 as revealed by the fact that
30.54 per cent and 34.78 per cent ofAthe male and female

woTking population fespécﬁively was concentrated (in that

age~group, - I o

: E

SIZE OF THE LOUSEHOID: - The averege size of tho
household works outftbf4.é4.‘ Mukﬁa'ﬁéra;7§orjéraﬁdg
Manne Dora tribés”éié%ﬂééiﬁg:biéééf héﬁééﬁbids with”
six to seven pe#séﬁ?;';;out of the 20 tribes ¢bﬁéré&‘
.-in the study, 16 ﬁéfé'having 5é§ééﬁs above fHeJQGérage
size of houschold. -

TABLE.6 SIZE OF_THE HOUSEHOIDS TRIBE-WISE

eg,

S.No. Tribe No,of house- No.of Size of the
holds. Persons’ households
e I 4B
1. Sugali 88 . 515 5.85
2. Yanadi. 186 879 4.72
3., Yerukula 116 - . 835 4.61
4, Chenchu 16 76 4,76
5. Koya 200 - - . 1056 5.28
6. Hill Reddi 64 292 4,56
7. Gond 130 ' 658 5,06
8. Kolam 16 - . 82 - . . 5.12
9, Pardhan 10, o " oy T 45 4,50
10. Savara - 64 277 4,32
12. Gadaba 20 o 21 4,55
13. Konda Dora 78 S 374 4479
14. Kammara 28 - . . 104 4.72 .
15. Bhagatha 50 o ' 263 5.26
16. Valmiki 20 109 5.45
17. Manne Dora 10 60 6.00
18, Mukha Dora 10 70 7.00
19, Porja 10 65 6,50
20, Kotia =
Bentho- 10 53 5.30
oriya. e et
Totals 1196 5909 4,94

— = e A
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41-50
51-60
61=70

71 and
above,

= e et Em o em

n

.
b |

In the working population was ©2.99 and 47,01 respec-

tively.  48.37 per cent of the mles'aﬁd 51.63 per

cert of the females constituted the non

~-working POPU;'
1ationo

Among worki g population,

males out numbered
the females, (Table,s) '

TABLE 5 ECONOMIQ_ﬁI&TUS

T e e oa

y Earne;s ‘Earélég%;?é'pén“ - -‘Nan_eé-rﬁe;s- Trotal” C‘r%pr’g
ales Femeleg Maleg Fema -~ Males Females - MaleFem~ T
-, e e o ........_.1?_3_-__-__;_ ' l ales . -~

a e ? ______ % _____ ?_ 6 o S “é 9 f%—‘
. 86 g TTTTmmeeen 8 % . 9
56 47 928 968 osa 1015 199
35 3 427 .. 418 127 117 589 538 1127
362 16 226 579 6 . Sbi. . G0B 1196
379 23 39 309 o . — 761
225 28 11 199 & oo 1 pay 488
24
112 8 9
29 ?9 18 22 139 109 248
4 2 12 10 e : o8 69
41
12 — 1
o _ 3 5 31
~--alll 10 18 13 B
1154 e T --"
[CI ] 1629 1107 T e - 5909
- B L 1176 3005 o883 s 3
The sex ang gpe.. . T EERL L s
© SeX and ageayyge distribution '
earning Melbey g reveallg g of ®8Tning ang non-
‘84. - .
males in the n0n_earn1ng 28 Per cent of the
age=group 0 DODUlation er
: 2T0Up 0w € foy
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of non-earn ing females in the same age-group

Ma Jority of the working pcpulation was concentrated in

the age-group of 21-30 as réveéled by the fact that

30.54 per cent and 34.78 per cent of the mEIé and female

woTrking population respectively was concentrated in that

age-groups

Jnd

.- Mo
Vg e

SIZE OF THE liQUSEHOLD: - = The average size of the

household works out’ t0°4.94." Mukha Dora, Porja and-
Manne.Ddra,fribés"éréfﬁéviﬁg'bigééi hotiseholds with'

six to seven persohs. : Out of the 20 tribes covered

aize of household.

TABLE.6 SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOIDS TRIBE-WISE

S me = em R oms Em o me W SR ey B e TR e tm o te em T em tm wS mm em

16.

20,

S.No. Tribe No.,of house- No.of Size of the
holds. Persons’ households

2 _ _ 8. . 4 _ 5
Sugali 88 515 5.85
Yanadl. 186 879 4,72
Yerukula 116 535 4,61
Chenchu 16 76 4,76
Koya 200 1056 5.28
Hill Reddi 64 292 4.56
Gond 130 658 5,06
Pardhan 10, 45 4,50
Savera - 64 277 4,32
Jata Pu 76 305 4.01
Gadaba 20 21  4.55 .
Konda Dora 78 ° 374 4479
Bhagatha 50 263 5.26
Valmiki 20 109 5.45
Manne Dora 10 60 600
Mukha Dora 10 70 7.00
Por ja 10 65 6,50
Kotia =
Bentho._ 10 53 5&80
oriya. - - ]

4,

in the study, 10 weére having pefséns above Eﬁe"aﬁérage

5909

i O
i

|
|
|
{
|

Totals 1196

=T
P
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‘The distribution of households with rcference

to the size revealed that 51.80 per cent of the sample

households had 2-5 members, 30.1 per cent of the house-

holds had 6-8 members, 12,50 percent of the households

had either ONe or two membersg and 5.83 per cent were

big in sigze with 9—1]_-and 12 and .'above members, .

———

TABLE.? gQIZE OF HOQUSEHOLD

Size of |

Piains Scheduled Tota i-No. Percel’
householg : area. . of houses
‘ holds, )
(1) (2) (3) . (a) (8)
-2~ I = < 150 (12.5)
3=5 Ads 491 - 616 (51,5
68 ‘_119 241 360 (30.1)
9-11 21 3 g0 ( 5:0)
12 and aboye 1 9 10 (0.83)
220 - .806  qyg9g '
LITFRACY: - 1

and Plaing area,

Scheduled area wms 7
plaing aﬁrea.

=
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apart from the eniightenment they had due to the increased

contact with advanced sections of the population.

1.5
Among the literatzs 75.78 per cent were males.

Only 14.2 per cent of the children of school going age
were attending schools. The analysis 21so revealed
that the number of literates was decreasing as the
age-advanced which indicates that education was taken
up recently by the tribals, Amoné tﬁe literates,
75.2 per cent wegtrup to primary level, 22,5 pér cent
Qent up to sepondary level and onl& 2.4>per cent went
up to college 1QVei. There is a significant variation
even in the 1evei of education 13s Setweeh the plains
areas and the Scheduled areas as could bs seen from
fﬁé;facf'fﬁaf out of 15 college going-students, only
two were from the scheduledgﬁfea. Detailed break-up

of iitéracy data of the sample population is given below.

|

|

TABLE.8. nggﬁgg{mgﬁgg§§H§L§}ED“?OPULAfION ;

s, 1T - — t
Literac Males Ferales Total ;
U 2 3 & -.4, E
Primary le vel 344 134 N | 478 F
secondary level 126 17 14% k
= o . 1
College level 12 3 " 15 8
482 154 . 636 .
OCLUPATION:—.One of . the import%nt'indicators of economic f
development of any ragion is the occupational pattern of g

the population. ‘ %
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in the working population was 52,99 and 47,01 respec-
tively. 4B.37 per cent of the nales'ahd 51.63 per

esr% of the females constituted the non-working popué
laticn. Among working population, males out numbered

H
o

the females. (Table.5)

TABLE .5 ECONOMIC STATUS

o=
o tm op e e Om om pm TS s = — = —em e s e @ e e ge  cm -

INT: o e 'Eérgég%;?epen Non earners  Total Gﬁﬁﬁb
group Males Femeles Males Fema- Males Females - MalesFem— TOTAL
e T N ™ R gt oo - Ales _ .
o R e S G 3
11-20 35 3 427 418 127 117 ©89 538 71127
21-30 362 16 226 578 6 8 594. 802 1198
31-40 379 23 - 39 302 2 6 420 331 75
41-50 225 o8 11 190 - 5 29 241 247 488
51-60 112 8 ) 79 18 22 139 109 o048
61-70 29 1 2 12 10 15 41 gg 69
71 and
above. 12 ~- 1 3 5 10 18 13 31
ToT&L: 1154 79 Faal 1629 1101 1178 3026 2883 5909

am U TE Gm s e en me g e e e SR S8 S ae

The sex and age-wise distribution of earning and nom.

earning members revealed that 84.28 per ceng of s
males in the non-earning population were foypg in the

age=-group 0-10 years with an almost equal percentage

.

e

Aa
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Ta

Vof non-carn ing females in the same ago—groop

Ma jority of the wofking pcpulation was concentrated in
the age-group of 21-30 as revealed by the fact fhat
30.54 per cent and 34.78 per cent of the ma1é and female

woTking population fespéotiVely was ooncentrated;in that

agewgroup. Foeoor "'; O S e

1 i e -

i .

SIZE OF TEE hOUSEhOLD ' The average 51ze of thu

household works out to’ 4 94. Mukha Doray Porga and-
Manne Dora trlbes are having bigger households w1th

51x to seven pbrsons. ~Out of the 20 trlbes covered

in tho study, 10 were having persons above the average

size of housechold. | ‘
TABLE.6 SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOIDS TRIBE-WISE

ﬂ——-—_—-—--——_-.—-———_-

S.No. Tribe No.,of house- No.of  8ize of the
holds. Persons households
I T T &, _ ____8_._.
1. Sugali 88 515 5.85
2, Yanadl. 186 879 4.72
3. Yerukula 116 i 535 4,61
4. Ch enchu 16 76 ' 4,76
6. Hill Reddl 64 - 292 4,56
7. Gond 130 ' 658 5,06
8. Xolam . _ 16 e oo BE . 5y12
9, Pardhan 10, L - 45 : 4,50
10. Savara - 64 277 ST 4,392
11. Jatapu 76 S 305 4,01
12. Gadaba =g T . 91 .. ... . 4.55 .
13, Konda Dora 78 374 4,79
14, Kammara = G e DLEi e 104 4,72 .
15. Bhagatha - 80 2063 5.96
16. Valmiki 20 109 5.45
17. Manne Dora 10 60 6.00
18. Mukha Dora 19 . 70 7,00
19, Porja 10 65 6.50
20. Kotia"‘ .
Bentho=- 10 53 5.30
oriya. e - = e i
Totals 1196 5909 4,94

e ————— e

Bheg,
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The distributlon of households with reference
to the size revealed that 51.50 per cent of the sample
households had 3-5 members, 30.1 per cent of the housgg-

holds ﬁad 6-8 membersy, 12.50 percent of the households

had either one or two members and 5.83 per cent were

big in size with 9—11-and 12 and above members, .

TLBLE.? SIZE OF HQUSEHOLD

i SRR e s e e e ———
. e i e T -~ e e——— e i

Size of Scheduled Total' No. P E ntag‘
household Plains area. . of housewr eree

holds.,
0-2 ;o 54 . . 96 .. 150 (12.5)
-5 195 421 - 616 (51,5) -
68 S ue e e (30.1) 5
9-11 21 39 .60 ( 5.0) |
12 and above 1 | 9 - .10 (0.83) w

LITFRACY: - Out of the sample population Of 5909 persons
3

636 (or 10.76 per cent ) were literates, But ﬂhe
literacy rate varied significantly between the Scheduled
and Plains area. . The percentage of literacy in the ‘ .
Scheduled area wass 7.39, whereas it wag 16.58 in the

plains area. This could be attributed to the aviilg -

pi1ity of more educatiomal facilities in plaihs areas
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apart from the enlightenment they had due to the increased
contact with advanced sections of the population.

l,.

Among the literatzs T75.78 per cent were males.
only 14.2 per cent of the children of school going 2ge
were atbtending schools. The analysis 21so revealed
that the number of literates was decreasing as the
ageladvanced which indicates that education was taken
up recently by the tribals. Among tﬁe literates,
75.2 per cent went-up to primary level, 22,5 pér cent
ﬁent up to secpndary level and onlf 2.4 par cent went
up to college level There is a significant variation
even in the level of educatlon S bﬁtween the plains
areas and the Scheduled'areas as could be seen from
fﬁé"facﬁ'tﬁaf out of 15 college going students, only
two were from the scheduled;érea. Detailed break-up

of literacy data of the sample population is given below.

PABLE.8. LILERACY ANONG SURVAY EDWPOPULADION

— P T

hiteracy Males Females Total
1 2 3 4
Primary le vel 344 134 478
Secondary level 126 T : 143
gollege level 2 3 .  15
482 . 154 ""[ 636

——— et e . e N

i s 8 ——— - S———————

OCLJPATIOJ ~.One of the lmoort%nt 1ndlcators of economic
development of any ragion is the occupational pattern of

the population.
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Iout of the 3 63
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Out of 5 909 semple pOpulatlon 3 633 ‘were

e Ry

F,ff-1 r’)’ri.

. ry . "“r-r.-]-vu-‘.‘L[

e i -
h( trr Vs e

-T:Trr“., lJIJI W{:'IJ"F\(‘H‘)() E

Y 79 pe§ cent had £hose£ fofesﬁ iabour as

er as cu1t1V“t0rs or-as agrlcultural

Eelfurlsts ene oniyd?g 29 ger cent

Agrlculture consti-
. tutes the backbone of" the trlbal'ecehomy 1n as 'much as

3 worklng poeﬁlatlon 1n "the' sshiple, as

Out of thle'per&entdge, as much as 60.08

| pog thei% ‘main occupati®no Only*@ 17 per. cent kere engaged

.,‘iﬁ'ﬂln colleetioﬁ pfhm;ner forest produce, the percentage

nyst. o of pebple engaged 4h mlseellaneous‘weyks (Vig., const -

ruction workss developmental works) as the main occu=

petion was 8.67% (Table:. 9 )
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¢ Rl PR S

WATN OCCUPLTION -AGE- GROUP-WISE

Age Group | Lgrlcul- _ Agrlcul— Misc. M.F.P. Forest'-T;;al
7 s ntures;: oo kural :.. . works collec- labour '
_ 1'- e S "?jﬂ‘_labour ==t fion.
s oo Lrme et Bl 3 e & V.8 wldt B 7
s - s ey ; W e
: O—:LO "1 = 56 i = ‘ & 43 8 .‘-‘._ wiei 4 "_;"_"": ( iE . - 103
11-20. - 464, . ... . .329 .. -z ,,. 12 883
21-30 .728~ et 334 84 . .. _j_31.&2f. e 1182
31-40 478 .. 189 _Glerl_ 27 "if 18 743
41-50 273 . 116 B ) it 5 g
51~60_‘,- 134 44 BTVl xEel g 208
61~70 - 35 o8 1 - — A4
71 and abﬁve. 15 - % :. __ salP -- s 16
2183 1064 315 6 65 2633
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In Scheduled areas, 69.22%, 25,73%, 2.63% and
0.24% of the workers were engaged in agriculture,
agricgltural iabour, forest labour, and collection of
Minor Forest produce, respectively, as thelr ma%?
OCCuﬁ?tion. A negligible number of people (2.1%%) were

engaged as labourers in project works like Iirrigation

- works, rcad works, etc.

In Plains area, 77.44 per cent of the working
population were engaged in agriculture as their main

occupation, while the remaining-pOpulation (22.56%) was

~engaged in miscellaneous occupations such as labour

works in tobacco company, met-weaving, basket-meking,
fishing, rickshaw-pulling and houschold -jobs. The
tribes in plains areas were not depending upon other

OCCupctanS such as forest labour, collectidh of Minor

Forest produce etc. ( Table.10)

When the incomes of all respondents from different
sources were pooled:and the percentage of income of an

average household from each of these sources was calcula-

‘ted it wes revealed that the tribels mainly depend on

_agricultural sector: for their 11ve11hood This analysis

was done tribe-wise. (Tlee. 11) -
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T&LJIE.lO: MAIN OCCUPATION OF S.Ts IN SCHEDULED AND

PIAINS AREAS,

o008

S.No . Age Group Apgriculture Agricultuire MJF.P. Forest Cthers Total Ef
S.A. Plains labour Collection S.A. P, S.he P S P 77
-élr 8 e ‘S iA- -: P .-A- . 8 aAq P .}\. s

1. .0=10 56 e 40 E -— _— - - 4 -~ 100 3 I
2. 11-20 401 .63 208 121 - - 12 -~ 14 64 635 248 8¢
3. 21-30 582 146 206 198 .3  ~- 33 = 21 63 845 337 11
4, 31-40 353 125 112 77 2 -~ 13 —— 6 B5 486 257 T«
5o 41.-50 195 78 55  ~ 61 -— — 5 - Ve 53 262 192 4
6. 51=60 84 50 12 32 1. - 2 -- 2 25 101 107 2

7. 6170 8 7 3 5 — se  wes ows 0 owme 4 F1 18

8. 71 and above 15 — 1 - - — - _— —_— e 16 =-

1714 469 637 427 6 - 65 -— 54 261 2476 1157 3¢
Seb.e Scheduled Areas.

P by

Plains areass.
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TABLE II: SQURCES OF INCOME*TRIBF-WISE

-

———— e e o 2 et 5.

(100.00%)

o ———— s ————

m————— e e

SJ_. . No.of Agri- Agl, TForest M.F,.P, Quarry- Road Income
Tribe "pHs cultu- labo= Zabour Collec~ ing. work  from HH Others Total ig;c’i‘% |
Survayedl'e- wr tion. activi_ j Ilell
] i L ties.
i 2 3 4 .5 & 7 8 9 1o 1 1e 183"
1. Yerukula 116 40388 34590 - 1370 - 1850 1700 38935 118833 1024
(33.99%) (29.11%) e CLe156) (1.56%) (1.43%) (32.76%7) (100.00%)
2. Sugali 88 45461 26578 - 17015 - 1230  -- 600 90884 1032
(50.037) (29.24%) (18.72%) (1.35%) (0.66%) (100,007)
3. Yanadi 186 81870 65869 490 - _— 4130 380 59456 212195 1140
(30.58%) (31.04%) (0.23%) (1.98%) (0.18%) (28.02%) (100.00%)
4. Gond 130 923850 26105 200 2355 - 100 1090 4684 128384 287
(73.107) (20.33%) (0.16%) (1.83%) (0.08%) (n.85%) (3.65%) (100.007)
5. Pardhan 10 = 4080 3660 - 100 - - - 1300 19140 914
(44.64%) (40.08%) (1.09%) (14.22%) (100,00%)
_. 6. Chenchu 16 3815 2120 1620 3275 100 - 1600 12-80 792
, (30.09%) (16.728) (12.78%) (25.82%) (0,79%) (1 187) (12.68%) (100.00%)
Y 7. Koya 200 89066 90221 3830 9590 - 1940 1400 11189 207236 1036
o (42.98%) (43.53%) (1.85%) (4.62%) (0.94%) (0.68%) (5.40%)  (100.00%)
8. Konda Re- 64 13650 12970 15245 4960 - -~ -- 1050 47375 748
ddi (28.52%) (27.09%) (231.84%) (10.36%) (2.29%)  (100.00%)
9. Bagata 50 49662 9130 4716 7200 480 660 3145 75698 1513
y (65.61%) (12.06%) (6.23%) (9.51%) (0/63%) (0.87%) (0 9o,J 4.1%)  (100.00%)
10. Valmiki 20 12625 9315 5410 6695 150 540 91 765 35591 1779
© (35.472) (26.175) (15.20%) (18.8%%) (D.42%) (1.52%) (0.25%) (2.15%) (100,00%)
11. XKammara 22 6550 9900 2670 2060 105 145 - -- 21430 974
T (30.567) (46.20%) (12.46%) (9.61%) (0.49%) (0.68%) ' (100 ,00%)
12. Konda Dora 78 43590 30531 13865 10885 2280 3365 1590 5480 111586 1430
- | (39.06%)" (27.36%) (12.43%) (9.757) (2.04%) (2.02%) (1.42%5)(4.91%2) (100.00%)
13. Porja. 10 7970 3100 2190 2045 180 445 465 730 17125 . 1712 v
L (46.54%)  (18.108) (12.79%) (12.942) (1.08%) (2. 607) (2.72%)(4,26%) (100.00%)
14. Mamme Dora 10 5487 3615 1205 © 1723 - 20 360 12480 1248
15. Mukha D o (43 97%) (28 977) (9 687) (13 807) ; (0.72%)(2,8%%) (100.00%)
. Mukha Dora 1 370 400 400 - 730 11363 1136
AR (29 667) (32 167’) (15 777J ( 8 94?) (3.53%)/ (3.52%) (6.42%) (100,00%)
16. Kotia=Ben- 10 5015 5045 2760 2165 ~- 100 - e 15285 1528
thoOriya (34.22%) (33.00%) (18.06%) (14.167) (0.66%) :
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17. Gadsba 20 5378 5710 20 3440 —- 3720 22013 1
T o (24.43%)(25.94%) (9. aaﬂ} (15 62%)(3 45 o) (4 32%) (16.90%) (100.00%)
18. Kolam 16 10510 2830 400 ) -- -- 30 400 14370
L | (73.14%)(19.69%) (2.78%) (1 39%) (0.22%) - (2.78%)  (100.00%)
‘Jo. savers 64 16923 22110 1785 9608 = ¢ e - - 50496
- (33.56%)(43.8541(3.54%) (19. 05%) (100.00%)
o0. Jatapu 76 28077 23660 2490 5902 1695 10882 . == 9988 82489 1
- (34 047)(28.68N)(a 02%) (7.26%) (2 os%) (12.83%) (12.11%)  (100.00%)
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' ' Among the plains tribes, (Region V) Sugali tribe

is meinly decpendent upon agriculture. Eventhough

Sugalls were originally cattle-breeders, there is now

i occupatioml mobility among them. They bhave taken

IIF - l’_
' up settled cultivation as their main occupation. Yor 1

A an average Sugali sample household, 50.03 per cent

of the income was rrom settled cultivation and about

e s

29,24 per cent from agricultural labour. Thus, a

total of 79.27'per cent of thelr income was derived

i S 2

from the agricultural sector. No othér occupation was

; found as fetching to them as these two occupations |
: because only a few of them were engaged in road woTrks,

) household works etc. The Sugalis of plains aTcas

were benefited by the 1and assignment scheme and they

! - pegan deriving income from thdr own lands and 2lso

| trhrough agricultural labour.

For Yerukula and Yamdl tribes, only 33.99

per cent and 28,58 per cent of the household iﬁcome,

respectively, was from‘égriculture. But agricultural

labour, other miscellaneous occupations etc. have

cortributed sufficiently to their household incomes

; _ ;
P It was cbserved that some of the Yerukulas were engaged

as workers in the Tobacco Companies specially in

Guntur district. Among Yanadis, a considerable number

! of them werc depending on mat-weaving, fishing and hunting.
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Some of them were working as Rickshaw-pullers and

firewccd cutterse.

The Gonds of Adilesbad District (Region.I11) were
mainly settled cultivators and as such 73.10 per ‘cent
of their household income was derived from agriculturee.

The next important occupation.waioagricultural 1labour

which contribﬁted 20.33 per cent/the income of an

average Gond ﬁouéehold. A negligible percentage of
their income was from forest labour, c01iection of

ainor forest produce, ete.

The Kolams who are living amidst Gonds also

»//have 73.14 per cent of their income from agriculture.

An avéerage Kolam houschold derives as much as 92,83
per cent of its income from' agricultural sector.

But the Pradhans, who are the traditional bards to
Raj GunGsg wainly depend on agricultural labour and
other occupations as most of them were landless. Only
24,64 per cent of thelr 1income was from agriculture
while the remaining was through agricultural labour
and miscellaneous occupatlons which are neither

dependable nor rewarding.
The Chenchus (Region IV) are no more food-
gatherers though they pursue 'still occupations such

55 collection of minor forest produce and hunting

~8,
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The survey revealed that only 30.09 per cent of the
income of an average Chenchu housechold was from agricul-
ture. Agricultural labour (16.72 per cent),forest

labour (12.78 per cent), collection of Minor Forest
produce (25.22 per cen} and miscellaneous occupations
(12.62 per cent) play a vital role in the ecoﬁ;ﬁy of

the Chenchus as rcevealed from their contribution to

fhe income of an average Chenchu houschold. Among
Chenchus of Amarabad Plateau, there was a large-scale
shift in their occupation from settled eultivation

to forest labour. 'The main reason st that the

food -g@thering Chenchus could not withstand the stresses
and strains that occur during the cumbersome settled
cultivation and so they leased out their lands. Some
others lost their lands due to indebtedness and consequ-
ent'alienation and they have opted for the'forest labour
beczture of ready income from it, however small it may

bey 1in the form of daily wages.

The occupations of Koyes and Konda Reddls
differ significantly though both of them live in the
same area (Region II). While Koyas were mainly settled
cultivetors, Konda Reddis were both'Settled ard shifting

cultivetors. For Konda Reddis forcst labour was the

main occupation and they also pursue their traditional

occupation i.e., shifting cultivetion.
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42,93 per cent of the Income of an average
Koya household was from agriculture and almoét an
equel percentage of their incomne (é3.53 per cent) wes
frow sgricultural labour. About 31.84 per cent of
the household income of Konda Reddi was from forebt
labour which wes the single largest source of income
for them. Collection and sale of minor forest preduce
like Ippa (Basia latifolia) contributed to the extent

of 10,36 per cent of their household income,

The mein cccupations of tribes {iving in
Visakhapatnem and Srikakulem areas (Region I) vary
significantly; The Bagathas of Visakhapatnam live
on settled cultivation as 65,61 per cent of fheir

total incom e was from agricultural labour,

Valmikis are m2inly cultivatorsy but they
g Th ba LhelT traditional occupation viz., trading,

during lean seasolSe

Kammaras are also mainly agriculturists who
sometimes attend to their traditional calling,
blacksmithye.

For Porja #nd Manne Dora, the income ig

largely from agriculture and agricultural labour,
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i | ' The tribes like Konda Dora, Mukha Dora,
. Kotia-Bentho-oriya and Gadaba pursued occupations such
as agricultural labour, forest labour and collection
and sale of minor forest produce while they had meagre

income from agricultures.

The two tribes, namely, Savara and Jatapu,
inhabiting the tribal areas of Srikakulam (Region.I)

were also covered in this study. Savaras are meinly

shifting cultivators and thelr villages are situated

on the hill tops or in thick jungles. Contrary to this,
Jatapus inhabit the flet lands of the Agency arca and
most of them are settled cultivators. The analysis

; of the sources of income of the rQSpondenfs belonging

to these two-triﬁes shows that 34,04 per cent of the
income of an average Jatapu household was from
agriculture and 28.68 per cent from agriculfural labours

Jatapus also have sizeable income (12.83 per cent) from

- A e At V' * b

1abour in construction works. Almost an equal percen-
tage of their income was from miscellancous occupations.
? In the case of Savaras, the main sources of lincore

E’-- | were agricultural labour and collection and sale of
minor forest produce as 43.85 per cent and 19.056 per
cent of their household income were from these occupaw
tions, rocspectivelye Some of the Jatapus, who 1live

mostly in villages situated at road side, were engaged
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in construction works as daily wage labourers. Savaras

did not have such opportunity as their villages are i

located far away from such centres,

The important subsidiary occupations of the
tribels were agricultural labour, collection of Winor
Forest Produce, Forest labour, Fishing ard Hunting, '
The percentage of tribals depending on agriculture
lebour constituted 63.27 per cent. The pcrcentage of
Minor Borest Froduce
tribals engagcd in collection of / ~ was 17.86 per

cent. Whereas the percentage of trlbali

el’lgaged in
2+38 per cent of the .
population have taken to fishing ang hunting ag

Forest 1abour was 11.62 only..

L

subsidiary occupations. The number of persons engaged |

in oiner occupations constjtute 4.87 per cent, These -
sub51dlarv occupations are mostly scasona] and depend

unon the vagaries of Nature.

The analysis shows that the contribution of
-agriculture to the income.of the_households of the ‘ |
tribes varies from tribe to'tribe and only a fey of
them depend on cultivation while others Ssubsist on
agricultural labour, forest labour ang collection ang

gsale of Minor Torest Produce.
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R i thé earlier chapter data were presented
to stow that the tribal economy,in;ﬁndhfa Praéééh
centres round sgriculture.  The tribals 1argé1y
depend on'the cultivation of 1and;eithér as owners
6r tensnts. . Thoselwho were 1ang1ess_w0rk as .
agricultural labourerss Seven months in an year
were entirelynspent'on agricultural,oﬁeratiqﬁs.' The
remeining five months are devoted,tgfsubsidiaryh‘ |

occupations to supplehent their'incomés.

‘Although agriculture is the main source of

Livelihood, it is not gi7ing sufficient returns %o

save the tribals from:starVetion. It is due to the

fact that tribals have unecon0mic holaings and of
poor fertility. The tribal economy is characterised

by small holdings, vagaries of monsoon, lack of -

irfigétioﬁ facilities and.primitive methods of

cultivation. = Chronie poverty and destitution have

become the ﬁattern of tribal life. Todéy nost of
" %he tribal families are leading a life far below the
‘poverty line which in turn, resulted in heavy

ind ebtedness among them: s ‘ .
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Soclological factors such as peculiar customs,
beliefs and habits prevailing among the tribals are

equally responsible for their heavy indebtedness.

L

“religious ceremonies,-heavy'¢onsumptionAof_liquor,

purchase of ornaments and cosmetics’ which has been on

- the increase with their increasing contacts with the

plains people coupled with low investment on productive

‘activities like agriculture resulted in the perpetual

indebledness of the tribals. ‘Further the phoverbial
ignorance, truthfulness and illiteracy of the tribals
made them easy prey to the usually unscrupulous mnoney-

lenders. The lmpact of all these factors yag the

heavy drain on the vitality of the trloalh and their

economy.

EXTENT OF DEBT:

"\.'

. Out of 1,196 households ?i;xfjed in both the
scheduled ard. the plains areas, 749/1ndebted accounting
for 62.62 percent of the total households surveyeq,

The extent of debt incurred was Bs. 4,89,855/?£:M.2,49,675
in scheduled erea and Rs. 2,40,180/-,in)pla;ns‘area).

The percentage of indebted hO?SQthdS to the total

number of .surveyed households In scheduled area (g0g)

wes 61.42, The number of indebted housecholds jip
plains-area wera 254 constituting 65.12% to the togaq

%
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number of surveyed households in plains ares (3e0).

The average 8ebt of a trihal household was R.654.01.,

It was more in plains areas (R.945.59) when compared

to scheduled areas (504.39). From the foregoing
i

analysis, it is evident thet more number of tribal

households are indebted in plains area when compared

to scheduled areca.

The extent of indebtedness varies from region

to region, depending upon factors such as availability

of credit, creditworthincss etc.

Table 12 gives the

number of households and the extent of indebtedness

in the five reglons.

Savara

Out of 370/households surveyed =-«-.--

o 261

households were .indebted constituting 70.54 per cent.

TABLE,12 REGIONWISE NUMBER O7 INDEBTED HOUSEHOLD S
: AND AMOUNT BORROWED.

S o T Ho. of No. of Amount Lverage

No. Heglon surveyed indebted Borrowed debt%;
households households Rs. Rs,

1 2 3 4 5 6

1.5rikekulam,

Visakhepatnam 370 261 (70.54)]1,46,126 550,86

(Savara region) _
2.Koys Region ;

(Godavari region) 264 128 (48.48) 66,210 517.27
3.Gond Region 156 95 (60,90) | 34,089  358.83
4, Chenchu Region 16 11 (68.75) 3,250 295 .45
5. Yerukula, fanadi

and Sugali regionf 390 2,140,180 045.59

(Plain area)

254 (65.12)]

Total 1196

749 (62.62)[4,89,855 654,01
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The number of indebted households among the Chenchus
wes 11 out of 16 bouseholds surveyed accounting for
68,75 percent. Out of 390 households surveyed aiong
the Yerukuls, Yanedi and Sugrlis in the plains arechs
o54 were indebted constituting 65.12 per cent. Ninety
five out of 156 Gond houschold were indebted accounting
for 60.90 percent. Among the Koya households 49,487
were indebted. Thus, the maximum number of indecbted
households were among the Sevaras followed[by Chenchus9
Yerukula, Yanadi,Sugalis and Gonds yhile the 1owesf was

found among the Koyas.

The total debt of 261 indebted households
in Srikekulam - Visekhapatnam regiOHAwaS Rs, 13465126/—,
the everage being fs. 529.86. 128 households in Koya
region (Godavari belt) have borrowed B. 66,2107« ang

the average debt, accounts for . 517.27. The fOt?l

debt incurred by 95 households in Gond ares was %.343085/‘5

and the avercge being Fs. 358.83. The average dopt of

11 indebLted households in Chenchu area was fs, 205,45,

The total amount borrowed by 254 households in Terukela
: . r.,

7enadi and Sugali belt is Fs. 2;40,180/- and the average
debt per household accounts to s, 945,59, |

I'vom the forcgoing analysis, it is eyident
thet indebtedness wos high among Yerukela, Yemadi ang

Sugalis (region V) followed by Savaras (Srilekulap -

Visekhspe tnam region), Koyas, Gondnsy end Chenchyg,
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- It could be observed thet heavy indebtedness

~was found among yerukula:, Yenadié, Sugelis (Plains

area) when compared with those tribes living in the
scheculed areas. The causes as ascertained éuring
the survey were that due to the incressed contacts
with the neighbouring non-tribals. The simplicity
th;t cheracterises the 1life of the tribes in the
scheduled arees was found missing among those living
in the plains sreas. The tribals living in the
plains area are used to spending more ion cosmotics
and other modern emenities when compared with the
tribels 1livi ng in the Scheduled Areas. The pleins
tribes also got into the hebit of observing the
Hindu festivals besides their traditional festivals,
resulting in heavy unproductive expenditure.

The datj/i%debfed households among dlffcrent

o in resnect
tribes was further anplysed/%helr borrowing capacity

and to examine credwt wortklness. The highbest percentage

of borrowing was found in Ba%étha tribe (83.00) and

the lowest in Hill Reddy trlbe (228.12) .

Among plain tribes éug?ll tribe topped the

ilst (87.50%) .(Table., 13)



TABLE 13.

EXTENT OF DEBT #

MONG TES7¥ATOR TRIBES OXF

ANDRA PRADESHg
- "~ No. of ®o.of  “Emount T3 “Average
:9:]0_ . Tribe %g%g: Egdﬁgi;e;gprrowed Eﬁgf'
T surveyed tholds.,
FEI;‘J~Mz;;hV‘W N fs) (4) (5) (6)
1. Yenadi 186 54}3%) 52,725-00 ' 522.00"
2. Sugali 83 8?.28) 1,13,560-00 1,474@0
3. Yerukula 116 65-25) ,73’89F"OO 972-30
4, Chenchu 16 668.%%) 3;250-00  295-45
5. Kova 200 f§5%%8) 62,300-00  566-3g
6. Hill Reddi 64 %éq.%g) 3,910-00 217,99
7. Gond 130 (63,83) 30, 299-00 369-~50..
8, Kolam 16 '13?.58) 1,090-00 181,66
9. Pardhan 10 ;670-03) | 2,700-00 385-71
10, Savara 64 ):é:'?l é‘?) 4,700-00 1027
11. Jetapu 76 ;§%2 So)  1:560-00 18349
12. Gadaba 20 Eléo.%g) 1,480-00 14899
13. Konde Dhora 78 ;€6l-§§) 15,635.00 325,79
14. Kemmara 22 5536032) 25660-00 332-50
15. Bhagatha 50 ﬁgég'gg) 99,345.00 2,257.g4
16. Valmiki 20 ééBS.%g) 6,335-00 . 372"_64‘%
17. Mznne Dora el . 1,400-00 233,44
18. Mukha Dora 10 g {80.63) 751.00 93,87
19. Porja 10 é 270 Og) 1,100.00 157.14
e e T g 5 540.03) 1,160.00 200,00
— e
o 1,196 ;(%?749 4:89,855=00 65407

i 7 IR

o, 74l

-~
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The highest averege debt (8.2257.84) was recorded in
the Bhegata tribe and the lowest (#.93.87) was found
in Mukbedora tribe. Among the pleins tribes, the
highest aversge indebtendness (85.1474.80) was found
in-the Sugali households. It was also noticeélthat
Bagata tribe topped the list in the extent of debt
as well as in the percentage of indebted housecholds.
Most of the Bhagsta houscholds were creditwrothy,

and they had incurred huge smounts of debt.

i

The reason for the highest incidence of
indebtedness among Ehagetcs was attributed to the
highest position they occupy in the social,‘econonié
epnd politicel hierarchy of the tribes of the Tegion,
They evail of the credit facilities extended by the

institutional agencies and the private sources in

g}bettef way than the other tribes. & major portion

of the cultivable land in Savara region was found
concentrated in the hands of DBhagata Muttadars who
once served the Golkonda Kings as soldiers and who

enjoved rent-free land for their services. The

highest incidence of debt was also to some extent, due

to the non-payment of loan taken for land development

from banks, block offices, etc.
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PURPOSE_OF BEBT

produce. Bven a slight deviation from.ibelr normﬁﬁ
gconomic & rities dues to matural blamiiles ussels,
the budget of the tribal families neoeggltptlng theiT,

having to borrow either for thelr main 5

undertaking agricultural operations,

Out of 749 indebted householda 348
_;’ (46, %%¢3

R
have borrowed money for agricultural pnljoses Whlch

included purchase of sgricultural implée
cherges, purchese and maintenance of livestock,cte
366 households (48.867) have borrowedfloans for

|3

family maintenance such &s food, cloth

and educset mn. The housecholds which b‘a?owed mon%&

for socisl =nd religious purposes wereilyo (29 606}

: r:pU_I' pOses %%%1?]

=g purchasc of oil-engines, repeyment ¢fi.old debty
i3
and other miscellanecus purposes were ?L;(g a7 )

Tre rouscholds which btorrowed money fo

Out of the 749 indebted households, 2O (27 59%)

contacted loans for more tiian one purp%gf_ The rain

purpose for which the tribels 1ncurredldgbfs
1

remeined to be the family maintenance. i .This wa s,

~ttributed meinly to the drought copdlﬁi@ns prevg%ka?%

ror the 1ast three years in the tr1b°1‘“1eas,

(A
¥ ! Ak
3H g



Though 46.46% of households lrave borrowed for agricultural
ik : purposes, it is very difficult to assess the extent

of their productive expenditure. It was observed that
soﬁe of them were utilising the loans unproduptive

?; purposes. The percentage éf tribals who utilised

ﬁ ; thé production loans for consumption purpose c;ﬁld

E not be assessed correctly as they did not 1like to

if reveal it. The next important item for which trey
“Q .borrowed was for performance of sociasl and religious
!; ' cere@pnieé (22.69%) which are deeply ingrained én the
1‘ life—styie and Eulture of the-tribalsj Very few tribals
g.i /géjz%taken_ loans for purposes such as repayment of

| old deb;c3 etce It was found that Koya and Bhagata

‘o ' houscholds had utilised the loans for the purposes

1 - for which they were taken.

The extent of debt borrowed for esch purpose
méy nd¥ be examined. Out of the total debt of |
Rs. 4489,855 an amount of &. 1,72,610 (35.24%) wes

incurred for family maintensnce. An amount of

Rsa 1,430,725 (26.68%) was taken for agricultural
purposes. A considerable amount of loan fs. 1;15,660
(23.61%) wes borrowed for social end religious cercmonies
while the balance of R. 70,860 (14,47%) wes borrowed

for other purposes. From this it could be deduced that

more than one-~third of the total amount borrowed wes

| 4 meant for feamily maintenance,
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In the scheduled areasy out of 495 ihdebted
households, 292 (58.98%) have borrowed losns for
agricultural purposes followed byl212 (42.82%)-houséholds
for family maintenance, 112 (22.627) households for
soclal and religious cremonies ang 29 (4.44%) households

for other purposes.
TABLE.14 PUXPOSE WISE DJiSTRIZUTION 0F IIDEBT=ED LOUSEEOLDS
IN PLAINS AXD SCHEDULED AREA ,

Agl.Opera Feinily Social

: 1 | Others
it ?Oéog_ ___tion._____ mainte-  Religi- (PUPChase T
51 nde nance ous ‘ of oil 0
=~ LAres ted Ko.of Amou- -===22.__ Cereme.. C T
S 5 house- house- unt. No, Amou- e €= engined h
holds. holds R of unt., 2Dies. _ Tep=yment ﬁ
B H.Hs Rg. H.Hs Ap. ©1d debts
ou =288
nt H.Hs Emg=
e unt Rg,
1 2 e 8 ﬁ.__._.___i .*_.___.___5___“...6%_-___‘_3_ ,_,___8___7___ . “__9“ ___lo 11 12
1.Plains 254 56 33,465 154 90102 58 73385 49 4304, 240180
2.5cheduled 495 292 97,260 212 82510 112 42975 22 27630 249g75
£.ITC2 .,

749 348 1,30,725 366 172610 170 115660 71 70860 4

> = B e _—

The percentage of households which incurreg debts in

plains arers for egriculture, family maintenaﬂc@g'social

and religious ceremonies, 2nd other purpose Wﬁs'22,04,
&0.82, 22,88, and 19.29 respectively, Thig indicates
thet in the scheduled areas the highest PeTcentage op

households was borrowing loans for Agricultural PUrposeg

while in the plains areas it was for femily m3intenange,
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The amount borrowed for agvicultural purposes was the

-

lowest in plains sreas while it was the highest in the:

»

scheduled area.
Li
l{“‘

The pcrcentage of households which borrowed
and the extent of debt taken for family maintenance were
the hi-ghest 1in the plains area. The percentage
of households which borrowed for social and religious
ceremonies was almost the same both in the scheduled
and the plains sreas though the expen&iluﬁe there#nder
was almost double in the plains areas. Nearly 2/3rds
of the 2mount borrowed in plains arcas was meant for
family meintenance and social and religioué nurposes
whereas it was number of households which borrowed
for other ﬁurposes wes the highest in the plains when

compsred with the scheduled areazs.

Region-wise and purpose-wise distribution
of the households indicated thet 67.04% in Savara region,
57.81% in Koya region, 54.547 in Chenchu region, 32.947
in Gond region, and only 22.04% in Yerukale, Yenadi and
Sugeli region, heve borrowed for agricultural purposes.

(Toble.15)
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TABLE.15 PURPOSE-WISE AND RZGION-WISE DISTRIBUTION Oi" HOUSEHOLDS
s1 = Agl.Operation FPamily maintenance Socisl Regigicus Cthers No.
" Region" x _ . Ceremonies (purche se Inde
No. B.Hg - Amount H.HBs. Amount H.Hs L g—— of oil oS,
Rs. Rs. Rs. engines,
: re-payment
s 01d debt etc)
EHs ;Aﬁgunt
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
l.Srikakulam , Visakha- '
patnam (Savers Belt) L/ 96, 720 106 52,371 50 22,106 11 14,930 o
2.Xoya Region
(Godevari Balt) - 74 a7 3400 62 18,210 o5 74900 11 12,700 s
3. Gond Legion 37 11,690 36 10,329 36 12,070 - - C
4. Chenchu Region 6 1,450 ¥ 1,600 1 200 - _— y
S '\(_".Y.S Region .
Yerukule,Yeradi 56. 33,465 154 20,100 - 3 1
Sugnli Belt) ’ 1 =2 79,385 49 43,230 g
YT & o T
TOTLLs 348 1,30,725 366 1,72,610 170 1,15,660 71 70,260 74
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The percentage of those which borrowed fof family
maintenance ¥as 63.63 in\Chenchu belt,; closely followed
by Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugali belt (60.62), Koye belt
(49.22), Sevara belt (40.61) and Gond belt (49.22).
19.15%, 19.53%, 37.8%, 9.09% and 22.83% of hm!lseholds
in éavera, Koyay, Gond, Chenchu, Yerukula, Yenedi.and
Sugeli belts, respectively have borrcwed loans for the
purpose of tanking part in fairs and festivals. In
Gond and Chenchu regions not even a single household
has teken loan for other purposes. In plains ereas,
or Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugal i region,'the percentage
of households which incurred debts towards other
pﬁrposes wes 19.22 while it was 2.52 in Koy belt and

4,21 in Savera belt. Only & few housecholds took

loans for clesring the old debts.

From the foregoing anslysis, it could be
concluded that the purposes for which loesns were taken
veried from region to region depending upon its socio-~
economic conditions. It was also noticed that the
meximum number of households in Savara and Koya
regions were borrowing for egricultural purposes while
it was the lowest in Yerukula, Yenedi and Sugali belt.
This can be attributed to the liberal provision of
credit facilities Lﬁtendod by government agencies under

various schemes for the rapid devclopment of agricultures.
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The tribe-wise spelysis of deta indicate that

92.06% of Jatspu rouseholds heve borrowed loans for

The amount borrowed for

¢’

ﬂgricultural operations.
egricultural opcrations wes also the highest amnong

Jatapus, followed by Savaras. (Table. 16.)
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TABLE.16 PURPOSE-WISE DISTRICT ~wISE DISTRIBUTION OF INDEBTED HOUSIHOLDS
. No of Agl.Operation - Tamily malnte- Soc1ﬂl & Rellglous Other‘q (Purchase
S~* Tribks Indehted : nancee. ceremonies of 0il enghnes
Ro. C house~- %OﬁUf hmount  yo,ef T — No.of Amounk ro—ppymemt olé Total
nolds. oS Rs. _ _H.Hs bl H.Hs. =y debt ete.)
<q - L] - L] 4
1090 Amount
T:{Sn )
1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 9 10 11 12
1. Baghata A e 29000 35 42265 13 14350 6 13730 9934
"2, Konda Dora 48 oL 6130 26 4975 18 4530 - s 156°7
3. Kammara 2] z 480 4 510 3 620 3 1050 26 ¢
4, Valmiki 17 14 2350 9 2275 7 1710 - - 631
5, Muka Dorza 8 g 500 5 201 - -- i 50 vr
6. Manne Dora 6 = 600 4 525 3 275 - - 1.4(
7. Gadaba 10 6 1180 3 200 it o ' oy 1 100 14!
8. Porja (' 4 440 3 340 4 7 320 - = 11!
9. K.BJOTiye 4 3 560 1 300 2 300 . - 11
10.8avAra . | 46 40 44:20 7 280 - -- - - 47
: ll.Jataipu 3 58 11060 2 500 - - - - 115
12.Chenchu 1 6 1450 7 1600 1 200 - .- 55
' 25510 . 6L 17510 14 6780 9 12500 623
189014111 2 700 1 111120 &i2 oA A
£ ONB0MEA 3L - T 9569 fom -'10580 B o i S0
“ MR, L Nl e 114 w4 e ! A ¥ TRy '\i‘f
-- IO b AR i 12 i SR G v L R A
TR el N ke PRI KA RS G
AR i ) i pe i A
;'w e O \ '.g { e ’ r“
18 ) b
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=F TABLE 1€ cAntd.
1 2 3 & 5 6 2 8 9 10 11 12
16. Kolams 6 3 220 2 330 3 340 s . 1090
j.’?. lsé.i".dlmns 7 e 1120 3 430 5 1150 - - 2700
18. Yenaéi 101 29 7125 70 27985 8 4985 26 13330 52725
19. Yerukula 76 12 11100 49 34595 18 20400 6 7800 73395
- 20. Sugali 27 22 15240 35 28220 32 48000 17 22100 113560
TOT..Ls 749 343 120725 366  172€10 170 115660 71 70860 489355
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Only 15.78% of the Yerukula houseﬂglds have
borrowed losns for agricultural purposes. 1t ¥s due
tc the fact that their maiﬁ‘oceup?tién is other then
sgriculture. They releay upon other activities for
livelihood and give little importance to agricuiture.
About 89 per cent of the households have borrowed
for fomily mAintenence #nd social ard religioﬁs
ceremonies, 7.89% households have borrowed for other
purposes whiich included repayment of debt,; etc. Yerukuvles
are used to spending heavily on social‘and religious
ceremonies and their meagre incopme obligés theﬁ to
resort to borrowing. Similar situation is also
found emong other tribes of the plaigzﬁigz.,,Yeﬂﬂéis
end Sugslis. Yenedi tribe is not decpendent meinly
on agriculture. Among Yenedl #nd Sugeli tribes the
percentage of houscholds which borrowed loan for
agricuiture wes 21.78 and 28.57, respectively. 69.30%
of the indebted Yenedi households have borrowed for
family meintenance while pmong Sugslis it wes 45.45%
7.92% houscholds from Yensdi and 41.567 households
from Sugali tribes have made borrowings for social
snd religious ceremonies. ©5.74% and 22,09 of
nouseholds ¢ Yomadl end Sugeli tribes respectively,
have borrowed loans for other purposes. The highest

percentrge of Bhagata houscholds (79.54%) hes borrowed
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for family maintenance. The number of Bhag?té?households
indebted for the'pu?pose of agriculture is 40,9qz for
social and religious ceremonies 29.54% énd for other
purpcses it wes 13.68%. The lowest percentsge of
households indebted for the nevds.of agriculture iﬁ the
scheduled areas wrs 33.33 in Manne Dora tribe; whergés
for family maintenance the maximum number 66.6¢7 of

households have borrowed loans.

It was observed that Gond householgs have
given equal importance for three purposes, vyi, agricul -
tural operetions, family meintensnce and so ial and
religious ccremonies. fmong Pardhans, 97.14% per cent
of the households ha@ave borrowved loans for agriculture
while 42.85% have borrowed for family meintenance

Half of the indebted Kotia - Eentho - Oriya householg
; = T3 g S

heve borrowed for agriculture and the remeining uolf
have bhorrowed for famlly m~aintenance ang social apg
religious cercmonies.  Among Koyss, necerly nhais of
the households have borrowed for agricultureg and
other purpcses and the remrining heIf for femily
maintenance, social and religious ceremonies.61,1lg
of the indebted Hill Reddi households borroyeg L&
for socirl end religious purposes while the 3% .887

households borrowed for agricultural purposes. 37,50

kumx of the lMukha Dora households heve borroweq for
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egriculture while 75.00 per cent of then porrowed for

family meintenance and other purposes: Among Gadaba

nouseholds 60% have borrvowed for agriculture, 30% for
family wrintenance and 10% for other purposes. +The

percentage of Valmiki houscholds which borrowed losns

for agriculture was 22,357 and for femily meintersnce
snd social and religious ceremonies; it was 52,945 and
4i.17%9 respectively. Tn the case of Kammere tribe,
50% of the houscholds have borrowed debts for family
m?intenﬂnée, 37.5Cf borrowed for sgriculture, religious
ceremonies and other purposes. Among Konda Doras
{

50% 54.16% 2nd 37.57 of the indebted households heve
taken loans for agriculture, femily meintenance and
social ard religious‘éeremanias. 57.14% of the
households in Porjs tribe have borrowed loans for

agriculture while 49.85% have borrowed for femily

meintenona

W)

-SOURCES OF BORROWING:

_____ There are several types of private and
public agencies cétering to the credit reeds of the
tribrls. - There ate (1) Lendlords (2) Relatives,

(3) Moneylenders (4) Co-operatives (iﬁcluding Girijan
Co-operative Corporatidn (5) block office (6) taluk

office and (7) banks.
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Out of 749 indebted households, 319 (42.59%) «

“have borrowed from moneylenders end 265 (35.38%)° Trom

Co-operstives; of which 955 of the loans were issued

by the Girijan Cc-operative Corporation.

b

TARLE.17 IWDEBTED EOUSEHCLDS - SOURCE-WISE AND

REGION-WISE.

- NooF T N0. OF POUSEHOTDE BOKAOWED FRORT T~ -
S . indebt- Lend Relati loney coOprS”‘gigbk;TE——____m.
No. Region 5 yHs. lords ves lenders 0f i e O%E? Bank
| | . ice.
Lirtielulen - oae g3 § 0119 )0 7237 fusa B da0 i Jazm,

Visakhap2tnam
(S=mvara belt)

2.Koya Hegion

(Godavari 128
belt)
2,Goné Region 95

4.Chenchu Tegion 11

5.Y.Y.8.iegion 254

7 19 51 68
1 6 68 o5
- - 5 11
129 22 123 7

TOTAL; 749

160i\¢& 66 g.%’ 319HI'E5gi§;£;;;;E;;;

= 2

6
9-16-3

The percentage of households which borroyeg

money

from landlords is 24.49% followed by Taluk 0ffice

;9.07%? Relatives 3,819 BRlock Office 5.47% =18 0,87

from Benkss, This analysis confirms, that mﬁﬂeylender

stands as an imp

Lmong

ortant source of credit

the public egencles Girijen Co-operative
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Corporation is en important source of crcdit for the
tribrls. Govermment credit mgencies are nostly intended
for sgriculturists #nd tte loesns were distribubed Ior

the development of sgriculture. Tribels prefer monoyv-

lender vrether then a Govermmont egency because monev-

j3b)

s the

)

lender 2dvencas losns Tor 2ny purposc whers
Guvernment agencies provide credit for agriculture only.
The procedure 'in Govermsaent =g:encies for senctioning
loens is lengthy 2nd time-consuming wherees it is

casy in the case of moneylender. urther, the money-
lender walts for rccovery of the loesns flom tribels &8
it plesses him whereas it is not the case with the
Government =gencies.

- 59~ of tre houschilds in Srikrkulem fnd Viselh -
prtnem region heve borrowad loan from Co-operatives
(specisrlly Girijan Corporstion), while 27.5% of then
heve borrowed frow privetc mongylenders; 14.17% from
Taluk Office, 8.21% from landlords, 7.66;. from Psnchevat
Samithi, 7.2% from relatives and 1.157% from Banls.

In Kove region, 52%7 of the houscholds heve borrowed
money from Co-opecrertives, 29.84% from private muney-
lenders, 23.43% from Teluk Office, 14.34% from relatives,

12.50% from Bloek Offic:, 5.46% from landlords and only

0.7%. from Banks.
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411 the incdebted Chenchu households have torrowve
from Cc-operatives. 71.57% of the housch:lds in Gond

area have borrowed from moneylcnders/sowcarS; £6. 905 Trom

S A

5,
s

Wiy

. ~7 ~ . -
Co-opiratives, 6.31 from relatives, 5.267 Elcck office

SR
2

2
BT

Cd

5 . \
and only 1.08s cdch from landlords end talul office,
In Yerukula, Sugali region, 50.7% of the households

AL

Feve borrowed frow landlorCsy 48,47

Sy

e monevlender g

eyd 8.6% from Relatives. Only 2.7% of the houscholds

i

From the above analysis 1t coulé be conclydes
=

have borrowed from Co-cperstives.

in Savars, Koya and Chenchu belts, Girijanp Co=or

ct
B
et

" o e i . s s = ¢ ~ .
tive Cerporation is the princlpal credit agency.

[
=
b}

“hile in the Gond bclt the moneylender is the Prinecipay

dit ngency, in the Yerukuls, Ysnedil and Sugalq bt

)

y 3
the landlord is the most importent credit egency, Tt
is int-resting to note th~t in Chenchu tribe not cvom
& single household has borrowed loans from friends
srd relatives. & few houschelds have borrowed 1loang
from benks in Savera, Yerulula, Yenedi, Sugali ang
Koye bults. In Yerubul=, Ycnadi, Sugeli ang Chenchy,

Dt,l‘tgg no‘t - Sing}(} }‘]OU,SE;}hCld hQS tal’en 1091’1 f'ronl -\.the
snerevet Samithi, The data Pre anelysed tribe-wige

Feve an idea about the sOUrces of morevlending,

=



m4FLE.18 SOUECE OF DEBT T%IBE- WISE.

. No. of Noe of ] - N0, OF HOUSEHOLDS EQRROWED YROM . . _ .. . _ -
%i- . Tribe H.Hs E.Hs La nd Rela - M oney COOper - Block Ta luq BPank
surveyed E_gé‘l‘o' lords tives lemders atives  office office
1 , 3 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1. Bagatha 50 44 6 & 22 1= 2 12 1
2. nonda Dora 78 48 3 9 23 9 8 6 2
Se Kammara 2 a2 1 ~ 5 = 1 1 ~
te Valmilki 20 17 - 1 10 8 2 3 =
5. Mukhedora 10 3 1 2 - a 1 1 ~
5« Menne Dora 10 6 2 i} S 2 - - -~
7. Grdabe 20 10 - - - 1C - it b
8 s Forja 1C 7 - - 3 4 % 8 3 =
9. hotia-Eentor iya 1.0 4. - 2 - 1 2 - -~
10.Yenadi 186 101 46 & 54 3 - - o
11.5ugnli 88 7 62 - 27 2 - - -
12.7erukula 116 il 21 17 42 2 - - -
13.Chenchu 16 11 - - 5 L - - -
14.Koym 200 110 5 13 46 58 16 30 1
1o.H111 Rigigdi 4 i8 .2/ o 5 10 - - -
16.Gonds 130 ]2 1 5 56 25 5 1 ~
17 .501l7nms 16 S - 1 5 - - - -
18,Pradban 10 7 - - 7 -~ - - -
19,587vara Ok 46 4 - 2 43 & 1
2C,Jatapu 76 63 - - 2 Ol 2 11 -
TOT&L 1196 A9 160 66 315 265 4] 68 3
- - ot




511 the Predlen houscholds were indebted to
ronzylenders; while 211 the houschclds in Gedeba and
Chenchu tribes cculd borrow loans Trom Girijan Corporetion.

This indicates that the G.C.C. was not active in Gong

pel

arca The parcentage of households thet horrowed from

4

Cooper"tives £rong Saverrs and Jatepus was 93.47 and ©C.80,

respectively. Only 2 fow households in these two

tribes have taken loens from monevlenders. The percen-
tege of Kolam households which borrowed from moneylendors
wes 82.733 while it was 68.29 in Gond tribe, 30,48%

of the households of the Gond tribe have tp%en TEna

rrom Cooperatives. 6.107 ceeh of the households have
teken loens from relatives #nd block ofiice respectively.

55.550, 27.780, 33,33%, »nd 11.11. of the households

ncnevlend el s, Relatives and lendlords respectively.
f . ’ ""f -~ —~ P
coyes, 52.720 and 41 .81 of hcuseholds have
porrowed loans fron Cooperatives and moneylendeT59

rospectivelye 97,97/ of the households have taken

Toaccavi lorns from tolulr officee Lbout 12% of the

households berrowed fro- friends and relatives, 50,00

7 ol A -~ 14 ata 3 Thalad
26,367 ond 27.277 of the phageta houscholds have taken

loens from moneylendel sg 1~ndlords and COQP@Tativegs

respectively. o7 , 277 erd 6.81% heve taken from teluk

offics and lock office Frd oMY 2.27° of the househclss
sre indabted tO Ronks. 47905 househzids of Kongda

i i B



et )

- 3

e ——————————— e - 5

Dora‘tribe heve tsken losns frow moneylendefs, followed
by Cooperatives end friends and relatives (18.?5% eéch)
Block office 16.66%, taluk office 12.507% landlords
6.257 ard Banks 4.1656. 62.50% of Kammara houscholds

have borrowed losns from monevlenders znd 25% fr?m

_cooperatives. Among Velmikisg 47.05f snd 58.82% have

borrowed loans from Cooperatives and moneylenders,
respectively. 5.88% of the households each have taken
from landlords. Block office =nd taluk office. 57.14%

and 48 86% of the Porga Households heve taken loans

trom CO“OPeTatlveS and moneylenders reschtively. o

h By Orlya household has taken loan from monevlender

25p of the households have teken from Cooperatives

and 50% each of the households have taken from friends
and relatives and Block office. Among Yenedi tribe
53.467, and 45.54% of the households have borrowed loans
from moneylenders and lendlords. While in Sugali tribe
35.O&$a9n6 80.51% of the housechoids have taken loens
from ﬁongylenders and landlords respectively 55.26%
27,637 and 22.36% of the houscholds in Yerukula tribe
héve borrowed loans from moneylénders, landlords and

relatives, Trespectively.

rom the above analvsis it could be concluded

that monevlenders 2nd Cooperatives are the principal

private and public credit agencies. The influence

/



of Cooperatives specially Girijen Coopecrative Corporeticon
is more among the Scheduled Tribes living in the Sciedul ed
ereas rether than the Schedulced Tribes living in plaing
arezs. The role of moneylsnd-r is still predominant

among the tribeg of sCilatacd, Yisekhavetnam eng plaine

e S The tribes living in Srikskulan arnd Kham-ap

3

O

hove besn utilising the Corporation for mesting the
credit necds. The important scurces of credit 4n
plains areas is the 12ndlora. Only a roy househo g
are teking loans from benks, blocj ffice a taluk
officc. The modus operandi of these mejor credit

agencics is discussed in chapter V,

The opinion of tre¢ tribelsg towardsg the credit

pgencles revenled thet 907 <F the Fouscholgs ey

fop)

vreferred Girijen Corporation =nd professiona)
muneylander »s the principel credit agenciecg, Only
about 5% and 3% of the housech.1ds have given S
to block Gf?ice and Taluk Office respectivély as

crodit agencies end about 27 have opted friends ang
relatives &8 ¥ gource ol b +¥=cing,

RATE 0. INTEREST:

One of the important factors of treditiongl
iz the exhorritent rete of inf&rest, s

M =1 ¥ o X Y ¢ ] (2 ! ol . -
such, the tribel will never be oble to free himseiy

. N & o ~ = = 1 & O - L.
trom the vicicus cirele ¢f debt.  He continues 44 Py



the he~vy interest but ncver clesr cff the principal.
Once the tribal fells in the elutchics of the moneylerder,
he has tc pay compcund interest at exhorbitant rates.

The retes of interest ere higher for kind loans

. rate of interest for focé~-

m
pLE

Vot

M

than for casn l.ans.

% 5 ~ et < e < & §2
greins teken as luan is 1577 while for seed it is 250k,

1)

If 2 tribsl fils to repey within the stipulated period,
t

A

the interest will be added to the principak amount
and the tot=l emount frorms prinecipsl for the next
W38T It is noticed in the survey thst in the case
of kin€é loen, though a vperson borrows in tFe month of
September or CGectober, he hes to repey in the month of
Jenurry togather with the interest which varies
from15) to 2504 éeggf@ing on the purpose end the
neriod of the 1aen./nghe rata of inter

b

-5t varies

or

frzr. dsbtor tc cdebtor depending on the femiliarity

of th:z tribal écbtor with moneylender.

The nmoneylenfer/szwesr, who is well aware
with the repsying cepecity, hunesty and sincerity of
the tribal provides loan to him on personal security

s the 1°ndé is not transferzble. In the ebsence of

r-r

o

security, the rote of interest is bound to be high.

Tue credit fecilities of the tribsls are limited to

[y

the velue of standing crcops, their crtile, their

6]

(*#) Tre rate of interest »f cssh loans vary {Tom
57 to 2075 depending unmon the tvne of loans,
time factor end sec rety.



ornements and their personel honesty. Thus the credit-
worthniess ©f the cultivator depends on the ownership

- agsets and the current lcvzls of income (CfOps ate).
Turtlher, the credit-worthiness of the cultivetor declines

with the reduction in the size of the landholding.

a o = 08

A
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Vagaries of nature, smell landholding$s bigger
families, low returns fﬁom their occupations, compara- ~
tively high femily expenditure,.unproductiQG bofrowing
and, above all; their economic exploitation byfﬁoﬁ—
tribal moneylenders and sowcars are the major éauses
for the iqdebtedness of tribal families. .These causes
are not mutually exclusive but.&re complementary.
Untinmely raiﬁs, soil erosion during heavy rainsg floods
in some villages situated on the river banks, frequent
droughts ‘have also resulted in the poor returmns from
agriculture, which as observed in the esrlier chapter,™

1s the most importent source of livelihood for the

tribals

In this chapter, these causes for the degrading:

poverty of the tribals are anslysed with reference to

their impact.

S17E OF THE HOUSEHOLD:

The average size of the tribal household in

the scheduled areas was 4,93 6nd£in the plains areas

4,94,
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TAPLE: 20. SIZE OF INDEBIED AND NON-INDEBTED HOUSZ0LDS

it

| Sleo. Size of the Indebted Non-Irndeh-

Household ted. Total

1 ) 2 .3 4 ' S”“
2, = 856 .97 239 . 16
3. 68 29 11 . g
4. | B 9f1%’_;. .=,4§ ; N - T T 60
S, 12 apd abqve R 1 . . %6
TOTE Ls 749 447 o

‘ TTT———

v - . . —a I

But the everage size of the indebted trlbal houoehold
was 5.18 #nd non-indebted household 4 42 show1ng that
the indébted households are larger in size. Corvelatlon
‘between the size of the household and 1n69btedness shows
thaet there is a positive relationship. Lerger the Sige
of the household, higher was the maghitude of indebtednegg
The same is true both for scheduled and plaiﬁé'éreas
os is cvident from the fact that the average sije of the
indebted household in the scheduled areas was 5,23
while that cf the non-indebted household in tﬁe.éame
.ree was only 4.94., The average size Of the indebteg

nousehold ir plains area is 5.09 while it was 4,37

A
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in the cace of non~-indebted hous. old

larger size moslly consist of hildren in

geuup of 0-10, who do not contribvie anyihing ' bpe

()

income of the household. Their proportion in thes,
gotal populaeiion of ilie indebled households wag ¢
rary high. The head of the larger sized houscho

with high proportion of non-eerners in his hougel

ognd limited resouvcos at his disposaly, is forced Lo
horrow. e lw

LAND _ARD ALESS ROUEKHOIDs

Land is both spirituel »nd material heritacge
of the = “"als. This varieble s studied with
referenc. o the indebledness in order to see how 7 r
the var: " » sizeys of lendholdings v re responsible .oz
the ind edness of tbhe tribal h 1ds. Gf the
surveyed houscholds, 73.53% were possessing Jands and
the remsining (26.42%) were landless. It is i
,0 note that 70.6%% of the 1prnd-owing householis and
4ﬁ.18% of the lendless households were indeblcd Lo one

gource of the other. (Table. 21)
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TABLE.21  LAND - DEBT PARTICULARS

e 1 '
hss NDEET ED NON-INDEBTED s
11OUSEHOLDS HOUSEHOLDS TOTAL
1 2 g N
| e
i
Lended 622 268 850
Landless 127 189 316
TOTAL: 749 447 o 1195”

A ———

In order to examine the neture Jf relabionshl
iR

between 1andholding and magnitude of indebtedness, th
. 9 e

X test was applied. The chi-sdquere calculated (92 )
«48

We s greater than the table value of 3. 84 at 5% 1 1
. evel of

gignificances Therefore, it is concluded thet lang
n

heg close reletionshlp with indebtedness. The culti
iva-

] '1 .
1;(]!'5 lave to bOIIOW oans € OIle_ tlme,OI‘ !.ie Oth
el ior

agricultural operations and as they possess im '
move bl e

property (1e€es 1and), they are taken for granted
as

credit-worthy py both privete and public moneylendi
naing

institutions.

The 1and -debt relation was analysed in p
oth

the gcheduled and the non—scheduled arcas to as
sess the
difference, if anys

the scheduled areas 20.0%% possessed lands and the

remaining were landlesSe

out of 806 households surveyed
ed in

A
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. TABLE.22  LGND-DEBT -SCHEDULED AREA
OIASS ~° ° INDEBTED  NON-INDERTED TOTAL
12 g 4
Landed 443 202 : 645 |-
Landless” 52 109 161
TOTAL . 495 311 _ 806

‘”'}In:théiéné owﬁingACIBSS 68.68%_0f the households were
ind?EF?é? wheréas only 32.29% of the landless were in
'lw-debijutlﬂére alsd, 1t ﬁes fbﬁﬁd’froﬁ the chi-square
"Eésﬁ that bdssessiqn of land and debt were mutually
deperdant. %
| Iﬁ élains arga,-out of 390 households surveyed
60,25 ﬁere having lands, while the remeining were
T lendless. _ .
" “IABLE. 23 LAND-DEBT PLAINS AREA.

b A B e e i . i A

CLASS - . INDEBTED _ =  NON-INDEBTED TOTAL
1 2 gy 4
Landed 179 . e s 56 235
- Landless 75 . By ] 80 185
Total: 254 136 390
e
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e e

. Among the land ownlng households, 76. 17% were in debt

as egainst 8. 3% of the landless households. The
chi-square test ‘further revealeds  that the land

ownership and indebtedness were significantly.assoclated.
b

EXTENT OF DEBT AMONG LELNDED SND [ANDLESS HOUSEHODS:

o i e

The total amount of debt incurred by the
jandowning class of both areas in 830 households

suf?eyed we s ebtlmeted at Rs. 4, 51 401 00 and the

average 1ndebtedness per rouséhold works oﬁt to

m. 795,72, The total qmount borrowed by landless -
hdﬁseholdslwas Rs. 38,454/~ and the average 1ndebtedness
of the tribal household in the landless class was less

(R5.302.78) when compared with the lzndowning tribal

families.

The everqge 1ndebtedness of the landowningi

tribal household in the plelns area was R. 1 y183.60,

as against fs. 540,70 in SChGGUled Area. The average

indebtedness of the 1andless of the landless tribal

household in plains aread ig Bs. 377.40 as against

R, 195.07 in the scheduled area. The amount of

indebtedness amOTE the 1lendless in the scheduled

area was less than the average indebtcdnéss of the
tribal household 1in the pleins arees, though the

proportion of indebted households among landless was
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more in the scﬁeduled area than in the plaiﬁ; area.
This indicates that the landless in_the plains were “
treeted as more credif;wbrthy ﬁy th;!ﬁoneyienders thag_‘h‘
those in the scheduled area. Thusg it isg evidenﬁlthat |

’

in the plains, the average indebtedness per houschold

-is higher in both landowning and landless classed than

their counter-parts in the scheduled areas as the amount
of indebtedness is roughly 3 times higher in the plains
area when compared with the scheduled area in both the

classes.

SIZE OF HOLDINGS

The important aspect of landholding is its

-.g8ize and it 1s the nucleus of egricultural production.

When the farm is too small, the cultivator is at loss

as the relative cost of inputs will be high, improvements
become beyoné his reach and he will not get full returns
for.the labouf puﬂ-in by Hisffamily and cattle. The
size of thé fribal landholdiﬁg has been gradually
decreasing from generation to generation. The reasons
for small holdings among the tribels are fragmentation,

sub-division, and slienation to non-tribal moneylenders,

landlords, etce

The average size of the Holding of the seuple
households is fourd to be 6.25 acres. However, the

size of the landholding in the scheduled area was 7.71

s

3.
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acres as against 2.23 acres in the plains area,

TABLE.24 SIZE OF HOLDING LMONG INDEBTED AND

NON- INDEBTED HOUSEHOQLDS.

v (@

Podu
(5)

Average sizg of
the holding, ()

Plains and iﬂeﬁmd

Scheduled

area, Non-Indebted

Scheduled Indebted

-&I‘ea.
Non-Indebted
Plains Indebted
area,

Non-Indebted

0.08
0.35

6.564
5.49

0.16

6.252

0.11
0.44

e —
T ———

8.27
6.47

—
T

7.71

|

2432

————

This shows that the tribals in the schediled areq

possess more land on an average than the tribaig df

plains areas who form a minority.among the developed

non-tribals, without any security. The size of tpe

operational holding of indebted tribal householg in

general was 6,564, while it was 5.49 in the case of

non-indebted tribal households.

The sigze of the

holding of the indebted household in the scheduleg

area was 8.27, while it was 2.32 1n the plains ape,,



The landholding size of the non-indebted household in
the scheduled area was 6.47, while it was 1.95 in the
plales area. It follows from the above discussion, that
the size of the operational holding in the plains area
was considerably small when compared with the scheduled
area. The landholding size of the indebted household
was larger than that of the non-indebted household both
in the plains and the scheduled arecas. Most of the
tribals with larger landholdings were offered loan
by‘different agencies - public and private - without

hesitation.

The average size of the wet 2nd dry lends
possessed by the sample tribal households was 1.02
acres and 5.06 acres, respeéiively. Podu lands were
possessed by tribes like Savara and Konda Reddi. The
wet and dry 1andholding size of the indebted and non-
indebted families in the scheduled area and in the
.A plains area differ. The average size of wet land
possessed“by indebted tribal household in the scheduled
area was 1.29 whéfeas it was 0.66 in the plains area.
The size of the dry land of indebted household in the
scheduled area was 6.87 whereas it wes 1.66 in the plains
area. Among the non-indebted households, the average
size of the dry land possessed by the tribsls living
in the scheduled arca was 5.26 as against 1.11 acress

plains
in thearea., The average size of the wet land possessed
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by non-indebted families in the schedﬁled area 1is
0.76 whereas it wes 1.1l acres in the plains area.
Though the average land holding size in tribal areas
was more than the sverage holding in the plainds areﬁs,

the landholding size in general is uneconomic,

There is also a direct relationship between
the amount porrowed and size of landholding. The amount
porrowed by the tribals with small holdihgs was relatively
10We The average amount borrowed by a trﬂbal'farmer
owning less than one acre is roughly 1/8th of what g2

cultivator owning more then 10 acres borrowed.

TLBELE 25 LAND DISTRIBUTION INDEBTED AND NON-
INDEBTED HOUSEHOLDS.

¢ oa o0

——-—-—-_._‘—__"“——
Land size DNo.of H.Hs No.of H.Hs Extent of Average

——

indebted. Non-Indeb- Debt.
ted. ks, De‘?t.
1 2 3 4 —
- —h-—_-_h*'_—"‘*..

0,01-0,99 9 11 1350 -
1.00-1.99 91 47 37795 415
2.00-4,99 243 99 147565 g
5.,00-9.99 141 54 106983 e
10,00 & above 138 47 157708 1;42
622 258 451401 795

. T - - | i W
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Purther, 558 of the indebted households were owning land
less than five acres and have borréwed 4% oi the total
amount . Nearly 23% of the houscholds haV1ng operatnonal
holdings of 10 acres and above aocount for 35% of the
total amount borrowed. The maximum proportion of
indebted households lies in the holding size of two to
five acres., Though most of the households in the.:
tribal afeas having less than five acres were indebted,
which could be partly due to their une&onomié'holding.
The a%erage amount of debt borrowed by these households
was relatively low when compared with those with larger
holdings. Tribals with small holdings were not treated
as cfedit—worthy whén the loans 2re rendered by public
and private agencies. Their credit-worthiness wes

assessed on the basis of the extent of land dwned.

INCOME:

_ The average annual income of the tribal
household was estimated at s, 1,085, The per capita
income of the tribal household works out to k. 219.63
which was considerably below the per capita income
estimeted for the state. The average income of the
indebted tribal household was Rs. 1,154/- whereas it
was Rs, 967/~ for the non-indebted household. (Tahle 26)

.
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4BLE.26 SOURCE-WISE INCOME IN SCHEDUAED AND PLAINS AREA &7
7 ;T To.ef Agricul-  A.G. "Forest M.F.P. Quarry— Road Income Others Total  Inco
rl\?ﬁzg' Ll Lab-  labour coll- ing, works from’ ReRge
ted I so- HEe our ection H.H, per
#.H. tea acti- H.Hs,
H.Hs . vities
—____-___‘______.—-——-—“"‘"——-'-—'-—— = % -
3 4 5 € 7 8 @ 10 Y T2 13 14
P s
1.Plains Area
indebted 254 s 118618 7728 -- 16110 -~ 5260 780 59151 277343 1092
Non-Lpfiebted =~ R pagn - MEE ¢ R B -~ 1950 1300 39840 144569 1063
s 167719 126997 490 18428 -~ 7210 2080 98991 421012 1082
II.Scheduled Bred
Indebted 494 - c0o563 155346 30258 4599 3415 14412 3306 30791 586087 1186
Non-Indebted - 912 97265 108531 31980 27313 2735 4965 2155 14150 289084 926
POTAL 206 aooR18 263877 62228 732309 61650 19377 5461 44941 B7SL71 1085
¢ i e ——— e = - e T
{ GRAND TOTALt 1196 567537 200874 ©2728 91734 6150 26587 7541 143932 1297083 1085
1
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1.

tof

The average Income of the fribal household in
the Scheduled Ares was k. 1,085 as against k. 1,082 in
the plains area, The average income of the indebted
household in the scheduled area was Rs. 15186 as'agsinst
fse 1,092 in the pleins area. Whereas the avergge
income of the non-indebted tribal household in the
scheduled arca was . 926/- it was f.,1,063 in the
plains areca.  But the average income of the indebted
tribal household was higher than that of non-indebted
household. It wes for this reason that fost of the -
indebted households are possessing lands whereas the
non-indebted households mostly depend upon labour.

The average income of the indebted household 1n the
scheduled area was comparatively higher than that of
pleins ares while the reverse was the case with the
non-indebted households. This can be attributed to
the fact thet the mejor share of the income of tribels

in the scheduled area is from agriculture.

Thg average income of a tribal household

yaries from region to region. (Table. 27 )
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_ It was the highest (R.1231) in Srikakulam ard
| Visakhopetnam region (Savera belt) and the lowest

! in (R.793) Chenchu area. The average income of
,ﬂj household.in Y.Y.S belt was Rs. 1,082/~, while it was
‘w€ _ &. 66 and Re. 274 in Koya and Gond bells, respectively.
The sources of income 2lso vary from region to region .
Though the general occupational structure is more or
less the same for all the regions the contribﬁtion of

each occupation differs.,

g ' _ The tribal groups in Srikakulam and Visakha-

petnem region are, by and large, engaged in agriculture
and also earn income from other sources such as Forest
\ works, Road works and M.F.P. However,; Chenchus are

in a transition stage, from food gathering to plough

B = S

cultivetion, but are now mostly dependdnt on forests

for their livelihood., The income from other sources

P st G

for Chenchus was comparativély low when compared with
that of tribals of Srikakulam and Visakhapatnem region.
The source of income of tribals in Y.Y.5 belt is\

| altogether different from that of other belts. The

Yerukules have their income from piggery, while Sugalis

) e et o ens

depend upon cattle as well as agriculture. Yenadis are
experts in snake-skinning, mat weaving and fishing.
Koyas and Gonds mostly depend on agriculture and

o partly on labour. However, agriculture is the major

source of income for these two groups.



oK

TR

P

In Srikekulam and Visakhapatnam Region about
68 percent of the total income comes from agricultural
ectivities (egriculture and agricultural labour). The
share of M,F.P. collection was 11.59 percent. The
income from the forest labour constitutes 8.987 of
tﬁe total incbme. The income from quarrying, road
works, household activities and others was 1.33
3.777, 6.46% and 5.43%, respectively. Chenchus have
infimate relationship with forests as it is evident
that 38.62% of their total income comes from thig
sector; 25.83% from collection of M.F.P., and 12.78%
from forest laboure. The income from agriculture
constitutes 30.0¢% of the total income. 16.72% ang
12.78% of the total income in Chenchu belt isg

derived from egricultural lebour and forest 1abgur,
respectively. 69.85% of the total income in Y.y.g, .
Eelt,is derived from agricultural sector. The incope
from other sources such as piggery, pattle, fishing,.
mat-weaving, etc., ranks second, being 27.55%, 14

is a specific source of income distinguishing thé
plains tribes from those liviqg in the scheduleg arcas,
In Gond belt, the income from agricultural sectop

is the highest when compared with other belts., Tpe

contribution of income from agricultural sector ip

Gond belt accounts for 92.95%. The income from

ey

A
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Agricultural sector in Koys belt was 80.71% of the

total Income. The income from forest accounts for

13.18%. S < P

It is evident from the above analysis that
income fromn agricultufal sector is predominent in all
regions. Next to agriculture, forest plays an important
role in the ecdnbﬁy of the tribals. The male members
of the tribal houééhéiaé work as forest }abourers'
wheréas\females engage themseives in collecting M.F.P.
The income from householé and other activities is not
so significant, except in plains where the t;ibals
derive income from sources such as piggery, cattle

rearing, mat-weaving and fiéhing.

The data wéré'fhrthér”analysed, separately
for each belt in respect of'indebtgé and non-indebted
households. A& perusal of the data in the tablgs'
indicates that income from agriculture was higher in
indebtea households than that of the non-indebted
households, except that in Chenchu belt the reverse
was the case. The 1ﬁdome from agricultural labour
was higher in non-indebted households than that of
indebted households in all belts, except in Chenchu
belt where the hncome from agrienltural labour ﬁas

higher in indebted hoéseholds. In the case of income
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from forest labour also, the incomé of the ndnfindebted
households was higher than that of the_indebted_ﬁousew
holds in esch belt.  Thus most of the non-indebted

houscholds were lendless or were having small holdings,
Tﬁe 1ahdl§ss and those who have uneconomice 1and-hdldings .

work as labourers for déily wages or as atﬁacﬁed

labourers in the fields of well-to-do cultiﬁéfofs ang

also with the forest contractors. P
: .« i G aER

TRIBE-WISE INCOME PATTERN: RS 0 U

The proportion of income from agricultural 1
sectbr wes the highest in Gond tribé; as it aécounts
for 93.4%% of their total income, whereas if Wa's the
lowest in Gadabs tribe (50.37%). The incorme ffoﬁ
sgricultural labour was the highest in 'Kamméré tribe
and lowest in Bagata tribe. This can be att;%ﬁuted
to the fact that the mdJority of the hOUSéhdids
surveyed have lands. Onlyra few houéeholdslwﬁich
are landless or are having small holdings were}
engaged.in.agricultural labour works The.Ka@marasg
who were orginally blacksmiths, were ?10W1Y giﬁing
up thelr traditionrl occupation to take up égfiéulture; ' .
Ls tFese tribals do not have sufficient land, ﬁﬁey

gork &8 zgricultural labourersSe Next to Kam@??as,

-

- s
ggvaras ©

upy the second rank and 43f85% Of;théir
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total-income comes from agricultural labour. After

the agricultural sector, forest in the most imporient
source of income. The tribals depend upon forest for
one reascn or other. They 1live in a symbolic rdaticn-
shlp with forest. & good number of households kve

to depend upon ferests Jor their livelihood. Komareddis
whose hébitat_is on the top of the hills get the
mnx1mum income from forest 1abour 31.¢4% The income
from the forest wos the hlghe:st in ouda ‘Reddi iﬂbe
followed by Chenchu. The plains tribes vig., YVinadis
Yerukulas and Sugalis do not deperd on forest ladour,
Only a2 few Yenadi houses were engaged in forest labour
work,. The rest of the tribes generally deperd won
forests and get considerable Income from it. Te
income from the remaining souvces viz., quercyiyg

rord construction work, houschold ‘activities end oth. g,

A

was not ¢ siznificant as that of agriculture sedor

or forest. The ipcome from cther sourcns Tor Yaulula
tribe-is the highest. ihte  ng e %o the faet tlat
! Y.k 198 "”“L ive considerable income Feom i ? g ON B 4
3 ofTd, i bhee 1t 1g i 1 off or ot
B vetomnnd Lo 4 1w Y1 € 3R ; % ehes
) { '_, 1 h '7 ) T : y



TR

75

The income of the indebted and non-indebted
households in each tribe was also calculated to study
the income pattern and to thrcw light on its relation
with indebtedness. 1t was observed that in all the
tribes the income from agriculture of the indebtéd
households was higher than thet of the non-indebted
households, while income from agricultural labour wés

the highest in non-indebted households except among -

Chenchuse.

]

" The average annual lncome of the tribal
‘househoids {s estimated at Bs. 1,085/= . The annualr
income of 58.28% of the households was below the |

average and oniy 12.64% of the households were bOrdering

on the average. ‘Thus, the income of the majorify of

the fouséholds (70.82%) was either below the average

or just on par with the average income. S5l, 54% of

the indebted households were distributed below Rs.1,000/~

indone 32. 84% are sbove the average income group i.e.,

. 1,000 to fs. 1,200/,  Thus 67. 16% of the indebted

nouseholds were below the average or just on par with

the average income. The distribution of non-indebteq

sseholds indicates that 76 96% are below or on par

ho
The remaining 23 04% of the

with average income o

ayverage income.

ho ygcholds were above the @

-
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§XPENDITURE:'

The\entry'of'hon—tribais into tfibal areas
has broughf about certain changes in the:ouiture of
~ tribals. ihough'there is no considerable effect of
culture oontoot on their food habit, it produced great
impact on the material culture of tribals., Modern
Dress, decoration, ornements and alumiminium utensils
ete., which were hitherto unknown, have appeared in
the tribal areas. The tribals, prior tO'Fhe
introduction of distillery liquor, were satisfied
-with their home-brewed 1iguor from the grains,_ With. =
the introduction of distilled liquor shops, tribals
have givon up their traditional method of preparing

liquor from mohwa flower.

The avefage expendituro of a tribal .

" nousehold works out to R, 1,226/<. The size of the
tribal household being 4.94, the per capita expenditure
works out to K., 248.2, The average expenditure of
1ndebted tribal household works out to Fs. 1 3?2/~

while for the of non-indebted tribal household it is

M. 1,188/-.

Lial b inew
T3 .

The important items of expenditure of the
tribals are on food, clothing, fairs and festivals and
intoxicants, The average expenditure of a household

g,
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was the highest in Savara Region (%.1,412) and lowest

in Chenchu belt (R.811). The average expenditure in
Gord Tegion, Yerukela, Yeradi, Sugall belt, and Koya
belt was Bss 1,204/, -Fse 1,177/~ end . 1,077/~

respectively 52,62 per-cent of thelr experditure on

food. The eXpendifure on agriculture constituted-

8.11 and on clothing 9.37%. Nearly 154 of the total

amount wds spent on social and mlighous. ceremonies ;
ard festivals. 9.48% of thelr total expenditure was

incurred on intoxicants (viz., liquor and tobaceo),

The expenditure on educatlion and mediclnes was almost
negligiblé.f

Modern dress has brought.tremendous changes
in the outlook of tribals. In weekly mrkets, tribals

are purchasing readymade garments. The drinking habit

‘in tribal areas has a Special significance. Liquor ig

a part and pgrcel of their 1life and has a soclal ang

religious significance. A1l ectivities sich as visit

to a shandy, ceremonial occassions, dancing and

observance of rituals, death, marrisge or sickness,

herveétihg, tribal of fencessetce, all begin &nj enj with
liquor. The performance of social and religious —
monies and festivals make thelr 1ife worth living, The

expenditure on this item is a must and they cannot

They Spe
gh thelr economi

nd huge amounts in 8iving

cscepe from it
c condltion does not

freasts, eventhot
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permit of stch expenditure. Hence, tliey resort to
borrowing .

Tribals generally do not spend much on fuel.
They collect firewood from the nearby forests. The
expenditure on medicines was also yery low. This was
because of the reason-that the tribals do not use
allopathic medicines, but, on the other hand, they
do beliswe in herbal medicines. The experditure on
other items such as purchése of ormaments, household
material, etc. 1s increasing day by day in the tribel
areas,

Tﬁe relationship between income and expenditvrs
was analysed to provide a better picture on the economio
position of tribal households. The annual expenditure
of 166 hcuseholds was less than ks, 600 while 244
households were fourd in the income interval of less
than Rs. 600.  The expenditure of 448 households was
ranging from Rs. 600 to R. 1,000, while 453 households
were in the income range of R, 600 to Rs. 1,000/-,

The annual expenditure of 500 houscholds was ranging
from Fse 1,000 to 2,000 while the number of households
in corresponding ipcome range was 417. Tt was found
thet éz households are in income and expenditure group
of ke 2,000 and ahoves Thué it is eﬁjdcnt {haﬁ
expenditure was increasing with 1he inecrcage in

1 1.4

incomn,  Furthery to find out the reiaticuship
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between the two variables;income ard expenditure
coefficient of correlation was calculated. ft wo s foung
to be positive ard very high, indicating that the rise

in the income leads to a corresponding rise in exoendltur
[SIY
(T D-'e (tJ)

SURPLUS AND DEFICIT HOUSEHOLDS:

Distribution of the indebted and non-indebteq
households with reference to famlly budgets was anclysed.,
Out of 1,196 households surveyed 886 were deficit
households constituting 74,085 . The high Percentage
of deficit households confirms that the economy of
the tribals was underdeveloped. It was Observed

that even among the surplus householdsi the surplus

was merginal.  Among the defiecit households, gg 17
L] /g

were indebted while among the surplus householdg

46.777 were indebted. Thus, the percentage of indebeq
houseioiGs was more among the deficit householdg -
less among the surplus~households, while the Teverse

was the case with the non-fndebted householgds, Furth
rener,

out of 749 irdebted houscholds, 80.65% were dericit
The relationship between indebtednegg

houséhdlds.

end budget was examined.

the relationship. It was found that there 1s Rositivg

correlation between Indebtedness and budget of tpe

househoid.



TABLE 28 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE PARTICULARS

Experditure N=-200 200~

400=

600- 800=- 1000- 1200- 1400= 1600~ 1800~ 2000- Total
_ . B - 400 600 ., 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 above
N 2 . _3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 p 12 13
Income ’ A
N=200 -1 - 1 - - - - - - - - 25
200~400 1 24 19 9 '3 1 - - - - - 57
400~600 - 3 84 79 12 4 3 - - - - 185
600-800 2 - 17 91 87 29 12 5 - 1 - 245
800~1000 - - 8 25 78 70 16 8 2 - 1 208
1000-1200 - 7 2 9 26 50 45 12 2 = 3 150
1200-~1470 - - 1 6 10 21 35 25 7 7 1 113
14090=1600 - - 1 5 4 6 8 20 16 5 5 70
1600~1800 . - - - 1 5 4 10 16 17 5 58
1800-2000 - - - - 1 - 2 5 5 3 10 26
2000 & above ~ - - - 2 2 T 5 3 6 57 82
5 28 133 224 224 188 132 90 51 1196

39
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"It can be noticed that 74.69% of the households
in the scheduled srea were deficlt whereas in the pleins,
it was 72.83%. Further, the data reveal that 72.53%
of‘the deficit households were indebted in the plains
apea while 66.11% of the deficit households were
indebted in the scheduled srea. In the case of surplus
households, there was a high percentage of non-indebted:;qw
nouseholds both in the scheduled and the plains areés.

The high percentage of deficit households gqows'that

the majority of them were below the poverty lines

- The increase in the size of tﬁe family,
frece_entation of holdings,  excessive expenditure o
social and'feligious ceremonies in addition to
expenditure on liquor, inclin-=tion towards cosmeticg
and last but not thé least exploitation bf moneylenders/
sywecars/traders are some of the reasons for the

presence of a high percentage of defieclt households,
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MODUS_OPERANDI OF MAJOR CREDIT AGENCIES

MONEVLENDER

MONE{LENDER hés a strangle hold over the tribal
économy. Traditional moneylenders Constifute the
basﬁﬁ ﬁroﬁlem in tribal areaé which has-to be tackled
effectively. Unless this is done, it is doubtful
if fruits of development programmes could be ensured
to tribal people. The Committee on Special
liultipurpose Tribal Development Blocks opined that
" in actusl fact the increased earnings of the
t?ibals simply go into the treasury of the money-
lender'*, The moneylenders are generally the
persons who migrate from plains to the tribal areas
and are well versed with the character, repaying
capacity, literacy and honesty of the tribals. They
command a very high degree of_adaptability and

sd justment with the tribal borrowers.

* Report of the Committee on Special Multipurpose
Tribal Blocks, page 131.
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Due to uneconomic holdings and increased'pOpu—
lation pressure, the yield from the lang: 1s. inSu;ficient
to sustein a family, The income derlved by a tribal
from other sources is too low to supplement adequately
and he does‘not have skill, Industry arg thrift o (L
support his famlly without golng in for.loans. Undep
these compelling ¢ i rn gt nebsa  pe ha g
no other way except to approach the moneylender who
is readily availeble even a2t odgd times. honeylender
lernds for all purposes and i ] all €e°“ons le 13
not only the moneylender but also g shopkeeper As
a shop-~keeper he purcheses from and sells grains and

other commodities to che tribals.

There are different systems of moncjlending
in tribal areas of Andhra Pradesh, These are
tonded labour, Ksngal Bark or Madras oz, Guddula
Bank, and professional monevlending and trading

The system of honded labour is Popularyy Known

2s attached labour (or vetti or Gothi.) In thig

system the tribal has to work for the amount he hag

taken from the moneylender. Generally.the 8€reement

between the tribal a2and his creditor is oral and in

some cases it is written, In accordance with the

agreement, the debtor’ binds himself to the Creditop

\
N
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t111 the debt is cleareds The practice of Gothi
is the result of heavy indebtedness. The debtors
pledge their services to the creditors. The
services of the 'Gothi' are 2djusted towards the
interést to be paid for the amount he has taken.h'
Furtrer, he has to incur fresh loans to maintain
his femily. Thus the problem of vetti continues
from father to son and it is unabated. The tribal
does the labour to the moneylender until it gets
repéiég dufing'that period he will hot'bL paid any
~cash but given only meals and a pair of clothes.
The tribal hes to do whatever his master tells
whetrer it is good or bad. It 1s reported in some
cases that the non-tribal moneylender uses him as
a weapon whenever any social disturbance srises.
Further, 1t is noticed that non-iribals are purchas-
ing the 1snds of tribals in the neme of 'vetti!,
and tberéby safely escaping from the provisions of

Land Transfer Regulations.

There are numerous traditional credit agencies
extending petty loans to {ribals on shandy days.
These 'credit agencles advance leoans on personal
securlity for short perlods which 1s generally for

week dayse The rate of intercst is very Ligh.
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recourse to me&ns including

iptimidation and assault for recovery of the loans

Tpese institutions nave a network of agents, both ’

tribal and ron-tribal,

in tribal areas. They have !r

specific areas of operation. These are sowcars
b}

Jocally called as Madra

s Fank or Kangel Bank or

Guddula Bank OT Nellore SOWCATSs For example

Guddula Benk 1is in op

when th

eratio-n at Bhadrachalam.

The principle i{nvolved in "Guddu}a“ Bank isithat

e tribal fails to repay the amount, the

Agent of the Bank collects the losn amount from |

the debtor bY beating him Up. This type of

1ntimidation is there

was observed that in

Block, the Nello

with every institution. It

Kakarapadu shandy in Koyyuru

re sowcar advanced a petty loan

to a tribal. The tribal did not turn up at the

shandy for two weekse
approached the tribal to ®mpay the

the moneyiender
amounte.

not have
soweaT that he would
shandy 42y
to hendover

ha e purchased in

tribrl Tefnsed to do

all his domes
shandy with great difficulty, The

On the third shandy day
4}

But on that day the tribal debtor did

the whole apount to repaye - He told the

repay the amount on the next

Then the qoneylender asked the tribal

tic requirements which he

g0 as it was impossible for
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hin toAéarry on for a week without the provisions.
The moneylender began abusing the tribal and there
were ot exchenges. In the meanwhile the money-
lender called his tribal Lgent and asked hin to
disposess the tribal of everything he had. When‘
the tribal debtor resisted the tribal Agent started
beating the tribal debtor. In the meanwhile a
large crowd of people gathered around the two and,
fin?lly, the trouble ended with the judgement that
the tribal debtor should psy the amount lnthout

fail on the next shandy dey. From this it is
evident thet 211 these credit institutions practise

intimidation in one way or the other. There are

a good number of Madrasi end Nellore traders who

carry clothes on bicycles to tribal villages and
sell then té tribals on credit at higher rates.
While collccting the debts they adopt the method the

method of intimidation.

The Agents of these credit institidtions
advance loans to tribals on shandy days for a
shorter period for example, if a tribal‘takes a
loan of K. 5/-, he has to repay f. 6.25 on thé next
shandy day (i.e., Bse 1.25 as interest for a week)

If he fe2ils to repay on the shandy day, he will be
asked to pay B. 7.50 plus conveyance charges of

the Agent on tThe subsequent shendy day.
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There is another précticé of exténsion of
credit to the tribals. For example if a tribal
wents to take 2 loan of K. 25/-, he will be paid .
R, 18.50 by deducting Rs. 6.50 as interest and the
trival is asked to repay the amount on instaiment

basis @ Bs. 6/- on eech shandy cday until it is

completed. In this process if a tribal does not

pay the amount on any shandy day he will be asked

to pey interest for that five rupees plﬁs five I'ipecs
of the next. instalment on the ensuing Shéndy.day
(L.e4y e 5/- of first iﬁstalment plus interest gn
it + Rs.5/- of the second instalment) . In fhis

way, moneylendcrs are exploiting the tribals in

all possibie weys, leaving him in perpetual

indebtedness.

The third type of traditionel credit systenm
in the tribal areas 1s through professional money -
1enéers—cum—tradé}s. Production in tribal areas

ig mostly for consumption. In the olden daysg

when the barter system was in existence, the

tribels used to get their daily require@ents by

mutval exchange. There was not much scope for thep

to go into debt. Only after introduction of money

,conomy, that they are obliged to approach the

2.
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'moneylender, It does not mean that they weré not

ékploited by the moneylendefs;in the barter system.
The age-~old exploitetion continued from times , |
immemori?l. The tribal takes his produce to the
shandys Mo sells Tt 'snd in turn takes his fsily
requirements for the whole week. The tribel who
lives in hilly tract is unaware of the prevéiling

magket velue of the commodities which he brought

‘and sells his produce @t a rate whatever trader

bargains which 1= generally less than Jhe market
price since thcic is no alternative for him. He
cannot teke back his goeds which he brought on his
shovlders ¢ 0 v @ T 1'n glong distance by
fobt from hill tops #nd he has necessarily to

purchese the daily requirements for the week. At

" the same time he knows fully well that the other

gredome ~wA -aycers monopolise the market and

deceive the tribal by using false weights and

measures besides offering less price.
Rl

In tribal areas the trader is both-a purchaser
arnd a Shbp—keﬁgei. The traders generally put up
stalls in fhe weekly markets and will be moving from
one market to another.’ They put up shops for the
sale of all sorts ofNconsumer goods thet the local
peorle ﬁormslly purchase. The trader, after

.
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purchasing the tribals gcods will not give cash but

in turn will proyide whaizver the tribal wants to wecet
his need. He charges exhorbitent rates and uses low
weights and measures while giving his goods. Thereby
the trader-cum-sowcar derives profit both ways ijé°s
in purchasing and selling. The tribel is also
tempted towerds modern materielistic things such ag
toilet goods, umbrelles, Aluminium utensils, ete,

There also, he is exploited by the moneylender -cup-

trader to the maximum extent possible as &e does

_ not know the value of the gocds. Further, the it

do h~ve obligation and belief in the moneylender
and generally apnrosch the same person eventhough

he ray get better price for his commodities,

There is yet another type of professioml

monevlender who advances loans poth for productiye
anu unprQQuulee purposes. They know Very well
the cconomic position of the tribels. Generélly,
they advance loans on personal security. The

ratc of interest charged by them varies from seagon
to sceson and also depends upon the time factor,
The rate of interest 1s riore fpr k%nd loans ratherp

than for cash loans.

advances two types of loans vliz., cash loapg

and kind loanse



80

CASH LOANS: - The tribsl approaches the moneylender
for taking up agricultural operations, purchase of

bullocks and for family maintenance which includes
social and religious ceremonies such as marriage,
birth,; death, etc.s Often, he requires cash loans
to pay the fines imposed by the Kule Pedda for heving
failed to maintain social Valﬁes by himself or by
his family members in the metrix of social life.
The moneylender will catch.hold of such tribal who
is most influential in the village and whose word
is taken for granted. He establishes confidence
and feith in him. He also drinks and dances with
him end learns the language and moves with him.
Heving established relationshlp and confidence,

the moneylender begins to exploit him.

Tribals,; being economically backward, illiterate

ailu igivrdlivy are vulnerable to exploitation. The
jllegal moneylenders spread out their tantacles in
the form of "Kandagutta" "Payida" "Mamu", etc. which

trap the innocent tribal in a vicious circle of

borrowing and repaying.

It requires thorough investigation by
painstaking and honest staff to uneerth the illegal
moneylending cases cleverly conceaied by the

unscrupulous moneylenders under the ignorance and
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.offers him low price.

faithfullness of the tribel debtcrs.

~ cribal gets entangled in the net skillfully

’

cast by the usurious moncylender on the day he
aprroachcs the 12t -eT for a lcan. The tribal debtor

is bound by moral obli: atio1to sell his produce
to his ronéylendcr-cum—scwear eventhough the lat-er

Violation of this time-
honoured obligatiormy entail complete chocking up
of traditional credit channels to the tribal. The

value of the commodities thus sold will be credited

towerds the loan soO that the tribal debtor Tefurns

to tihe moneylender for loan, both in kind and in

cash, for subsistence as well as for agricultural

inputs.. Thus, the tribal debtor is completely

at the mercy of the monevlender who exploits the

situation by manipulating accounts and extracting
exhorbitant rates of interest and dictaeting terms

which are entirely unfavoursble to the debtors,

The cycle of porrowing and repaying continues year
Pfter year but the loens never get Tepaid., Thus,
the tribal can hardly extficate himself from the
clutches of the goneylenderx, once he falls into
jor slowly but systemeti-

i 1 ~nA3
their hends. The monevien

ps out the vitality of the tribals and

cally 8@

+heir economys



GIRIJAN COOPERATIVE CORPCRATICNS ~

~r\T

saisiswse PRALDESH stands first in the matter
of introducing cooperative institution as a tool for
the economic uplift of the tribals. It is the
Andhra Predesh Girijan-Cooperative Corporation,

Limited. The objectives of the Corporation ares

1. To purchase the minor forest produce procured
by the members of the Scheduled Tribes -
through the marketing societies affiliated

to it.

2. To supply domestic requircments of the
Scheduled Tribes through a net work of D.R,
Depots.

3. To provide credit facllities.

4. To act as en agent of the Government for

procurement, supply and distribution of
agriculture and other produce or other goods.

5 i To wuweirtake activities such as processing
and grading of Commodities for the benefit
of the Corporation, its affilisted sooieties
and thelr members.

6. To undertake such other activities as
are conducive to the promotion of economic
interest and social welare of the members.

The Corporation was registered under the
Indian Companies hcty in 1956 with & share capital
of k. 2 lakhs consisting of 20,000 shares, of R.10/-

cach. Subsequently, due to certain operational
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difficulties and also to serve the tribals in a
more fruitful way, the Corporation was converted
into a cooperative institution under the Madras
Cocperetive Societies Act, 1932. The Corporation;"
functions, in the intiel stages were confined to

some of the scheduled areas of Visakhapatnam anﬁ
Srikekulam Districts, and were gfadually extended

to all the scheduled areas of the state and to gope
tribal pockets outside the scheduled ereas[ To—day
the Corporation has 30 Primary Marketing Cooperativ@s

and 402 Domestic Requilirement Depots in the Schedy] ed

and Plains areas.

Prior to the introduction of Agro-Credit

Schemes, both membership and share capital were

fluctuating- bfter the introduction of Agro credit

schenes there is a considerable increase in the

membership and share capital of the primary societies

The totel membership during 1971-72 was 8226, as

against 75,323 in 1970-71. The share capital yag

Rse 2,49,125 during 1971-72 as against Rs.2,30, 262

in 1970~71.

With a view to fulfilling the objectives of

the Corporation, several Agency Primary Merketing
gocizties were created end affiliated to the

.,

~{
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Corporation. To cater to the needs of tribals in a
more nurﬁnjoPﬁl way, a network of small fair—p?ice
shops (D.E.Depots) were esteblished. At the beginning
of 1971-72, 19 Primary Marketing Cooperatives wgfe
functioning in the agency areas of Srikekulam,
Visekhepatnam, East Godaveri, West Godavari, Warangal,
Mahboobnagar, Karimnagar, Khammam and Adilabad
Districts. During 1971-72, five more G.P.M.
Cooperatives were organised at Gajapath&nagaram,
Yellandu, Dhammepeta, Itchoda and Jannaram in the
Districts of Visakhapatnem, Khammem and Adilabad.
Further 3 Girijam Primary lend colonisation societies
at Nellore, Guntur and Chittoor were orgrnised and
affiliated to corpo:ation for the welfare of landless
such as Yerukulas, Yenadis and Sugalis. Thus the
total number of primary societies affilierted to the
COL poiu vavil weab up to 27 by the end of 1971-72.

Steps were @8lso taken for organising primaTy societies
in the tribsl areas of Atmekur and Nandyal Taluks

of Kurnool Distriot'tolserve the needs of Chenchus.
The Corpbration has started 247 SaLCSACum-Purchasing-g
Depots. The puréhasing agents of these depots

se the minor forest produce and agricultural

purcha
produce brought by‘the tribals and preserve it in

the Godowns.
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Minor Forest Produce is of spontaneous growth
#nd the tribals have the right to collect the produce,
PTlOT +o the introduction of Girijan Cooperative

Corporetlon most of the private merchants used to'r

deal in.M ¥.P. business by cheating the tribalg by

urder-valuing the produce ang uslng false weights

and ileasures. In order to elimimate e4p101tatlon

and improve the living standards of the trlbals

the Government granied monopoly rights to he

Corporation to purchase M B Py brought by the trlbals

The Corporation pags rentals to the forest
Department. It procures tnrough the primary:‘
socicties M.,F.P. such ag tamarind, adda Leaf, honey

mohwa seed, myrobalems, pungam seed, hill brooms
sheetai, gum-karaya, naromamidi bark, bee wax,
cleeaning nﬁts, gentu barangietcc Due to the
1ivernT - molicy of the Governmenta the
Corporation has proéafed Hinor Forest Prodige worth
Rse 44,00 lalkhs, According to the policy, the
WhOIDSﬂlO market price 1s guaranteed to M, F P. by
only deductlﬂg the LranSport oharges and lﬁCiOentals

tut not forost renta]s and bstabllshment Charges

The important items of agrlcultural Produce
, iger seed, Mustard, Turmeri
Vize., JOWAT, Bajra, Nig o

t PI':LUJHI’Y SOCleI
Padd s (ﬂCag are pu
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from Tribals in open competition with local merchants,
keeping in view the prevoiling rates in the nesrest

wholecsale markets for such commodities.

The Corporation supplies to the tribals
domestic recuirements such as Rice, Cereals, Salty,
Edible 0Oils, Kerosehe, Cioth and ready made garments
at reasonable rates. In the beginning, daily
requirements were sold by the Corporation on the
shandy days. Now the Corporation is supplying
domestic requirements through D.R.Depots in respective
villeges wherever they exist. The Domestic
Requirements are also beihg supplied by the Corpora-
tion to Nutrition Centres, Ashrem Schools, Hostels

ete., at fair and rcasonable rates.

One of the important activ¥ities of the
7 gl ‘e %ha shannelication of credit to the
tribals both for production and consunption purposese
Due to lack of %4itle deeds no institutionel credit
had flowed into the scheduled areas for centuries.
The credit needs are mostly met by the unorganised
sector which consists of indigenous bankefs and
moneylenders. Prior to.1269-70, the Corporation
wes granting only surdty loans and emergent loans

to the tridels. It was advancing petty loans to
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tribals ranging from R.5 tO 25 and trede advance y

@ Re.25/-. The maxinmum amount of loan that can be

granted to a tribal member under the by-laws was
F$,100/~ which is not at all sufficient in meany casés.
Consequently, the tribals approach the moneylenders
and sowcars and borrow at high rates of interest for

their agricultural operations and miscellaneous

puUrposSes.
The Girijan Cooperative COTPOI‘B’Cion[is now

extending liberal credit facilities especially through

schemes such as R.B.I. and R.F. The Girijan

Corporation was recognised as a Cooperative Central

Bank for pumping the agro—credit to tribal cultivators

and directly connected to the A.P. State Cooperative

Bank Limited, Hyderasbad and thereon to the Reserve

In the year 1970, the State Govermment placed

a sum of HRse o5 lakhs as Revolving Fund at the

disposal of the Corporaetion to be utilised for the

s ague of short tern loans to tribals to increase

thelr “gricultural production and raise their
1 f=]

This amount was relcased to the Primay

incomee
cment of S.T. loans to Girijan

gociaties for disburs
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Membérs. - The amount éf 1ban is fixed st B. 150/=~
per acre of wet cultivation and B. 75/- per acre of
dry cultivation and the loen should be 50% in cash
end. 50% in kind by way of seeds, fertilisers, pesti-
cides and other agricultural inputs. This amoﬁﬁt
wes disbursed to 19,974 tribal cultivetors through
20 affilisted societies in 10 Districts. The rate
of interest is &% per annum. The amount is repayahle
in 12 months from the date of disbursemeﬁt of loan.
Maximum emount of loan that can be sanckioned to

a member is Bs. 750/- and the security is the

collateral security by two members of the society.

B

An amount of BRs. 5.66 lakhs was recovered .as

ageinst . 24.26 lakhs during 1970-71.

E.B.I. SCHEME:

The R.B.I has agreed to channelise the agro-
credit through the Girijan COOperative'CorporatiOn
in the Districts of Srikekulam, Warangal and Khammam-’
where the normal cooperative structure is weak,
Consequently the corporation has been sanctibned
a credit limit of B. 25 lekhs under short term and

R, 5 lakhs under medium term during 1970-71 for

L
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disbursing the credit to the tribals in the above
mentioned three districts. The Corpéra£ion |
disbursed the entire credit in cash and kind, in
shape of domestlc requirements and agricultural |
_inputs.- 15038 tribal cultivetors were benefitted!ﬁ
by this schemne. The rate of interest under R.B,I.
scheme 1s ﬁ%rper snnum. As the loan is erop loan,
the duration of the loan depends on crops! scasona-

lity. As ageinst 25 lakhs, R. 2.67 lakhs was

recovered under R.B.I., scheme. [

During the year 1970-71 the corporation
issued loens to the tune of ®&. 50 lakhs under R.B.I
schere and R.F. schermes and the number of tribel

cultivators benefitted by these two schemes are

Mediu: Term lvans:

During 1970-71 an amount of R.5 lakhg was
disbursed ~s medium term loans by the Corpﬁrétion
in three Districts viz., Srikakulam,” Khammam ang
Warangal. fhe total number of tribals benefiteg
by redium term loans were 873. The rate of Interest
is 6;% per annum. The loan will be recovered in

five annual instalments. The maximum amount

sanctioned per member 1s 3500/~. Security 1s the

o

-~
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mortgage of land or declaration creating charge on
the land or Hypothication of the article purchased

out of the loan amount. Under this scheme, 815§

;- (BN
5eand 2 cultivators reccived loans for the purchase

of plough Bullocks, 0il engines and electric motors

respectively.

Basing on the performance during the year
1970-71 the Reserve Bank of India kas anctioned a
credit 1imit of B, 40,00 lakhs under short term
and B. 7 lakhs under medium term during 1971~72.
with the acdoptlion of relmbursement system by the
R.,B.I. th State Cooperative Bank and due to
adverse seasonal conditions which affected recovery

the credit limit sanctioned during 1971-72 could
not be fully utiliged.

Ls the corporation has been paying ready
cash for the commodities brought by the tribals,
some of them are ptilising it to purchase the items
like Rice, Dal, Réady made garments and Aluminium
utensils, which are hitherto unknown to them. As
the Corpor=ation is paying fair prices to the produce
most of the tribals are approaching the corporation
yather than private merchants. With the opening of

D.R,Depots, tribals are assured of getting daily



requirements at reasonable'prices very near to their

nhouses.  But it is cbserved that the tribals are’not

availing full advantage of the corporation depots,i.

peceuse Of their 1ndebtedness to the private money-

1endcrs/merchants who threaten them with direconse=
guencess In the event of non-paynent of their x

dues before purchasing domestic requlrements else-

where. The-D.Rs. 1D corporation depots ar for

cash ‘onlye The financial position of the tribal

does not allow him to pay his o1ld debts to money-
1ender/merchant and at the same time purchasé'to

D.se ffom the corporation for ready cashe Thus it

ig evident that the tribal cannot be made free from
1ocal merchant/sowcar SO 1ong as he is indebted to
him. However the Corporation has becn controlllng

the nefarious activities of the moneylender/sowear

£0O 1quer cxtente Further O check the use  of

false welghts and neasures by the merchants, the

Corporation has appointec inspectors.  Eventhough

the corporation is not b7 ving monopoly right on

agricultural produce it is'purchasing the agriculture

paying the nearest whole sale market

proﬁuce by

COIIlPGt jtive S

eXploitqti)n. TheLCOTPOTéfion

pirit‘tb attract the tribal
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has completely tribalised the lowér cadfes of iis
service. There are today nearly 300 Girijan’
candidates working cn the role of the Girijani.
Cooperative Corporaticn, representing nearly 50%

of the total strength of the corporatlon staff.,

Year to year procurement of A.G.produce is the clear
jpdication of the attachment of the tribal with
corporation. Finally, the Corporaticnp has been
cxtending its best efforts to drive away the mon. ;-
lenders by providing easy credit facilities linked
with marketing. Corperation is not only helpful

in reducing the exploitation of petty merchants

and sowcars but also providi ng employment to tribals.
The Corporation is a source of livelihood to many
tribals as it is employing the tribals for adda Teaf
bunding, deseeding tamerind etc. Thus the cor: rat-

jon stands as a reflector 1n the field of Tribal

Welfare.
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requirements'at reasonable prices very near to theip
housess But it is cbserved that the tribals are’not
availing full advantage of the corporation depots,,
peceuse of their indebtedness to the private money-
1enders/merchants who threaten them with direconse-
guencess In the event of non-payment of their y
dues before pur chasing domestic requirements else-
where. The -D.Rs. 1n corporation depots ar _fcr
cash onlye. The financial position of the tfibal
doces not allow him to pay his 0ld debts to mﬁney_
1ender/merchant and at the same time purchase to
D.Rs. from the corporation for ready cashe Thug it
is evident that the tribal cannot be made froe .
local mer chant/sowcaT so long as he is 1ndebted to
him. However the Corporation has been contr0111ng
the nefarious 8Cth1th$ of the moneylender/SOWQar
to larger extent- Further‘to check the use of
false weights and measures by the meTchants, tphe
Corporation has appointe¢ inspectors.  Eventhoygy

the COI‘pOTBtion is not having mOIlOpOly Tlght on

agricultural produce 1% is DUTChaSlng the aET1ctl puy
e
produce by payjng the noﬂreat whole sale market

price deducting oply the ircidentals and transpgrt

charges in a competitive spirit TO atlract the tripay

and to reducé The exploitation.  The Corporafy,
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has completely tribalised the lowér cadfes of ifs
service. There arce today nearly 300 Girijen’
candidates working cn the role of the Girijan;.
Cooperative Corporaetiocn, rTepresenting nearly 50%

of the total strength of the corporation staff.

Year to year procurement of A.G.produce is the c¢lear
indication of the attachment of the tribal with:
corporation. ¥inally, the Corporaticn has been
extending its best efforts to drive away the mon. ;-
lenders by providing casy credit facilities linked
with marketing. Corpcration is not only helpful

in reducing the exploitation of petty merchants

and sowcars but also providi ng employment to tribals.
The Corporation is a source of livelihood to0 many
tribals as it is employing the tribals for adda Teaf
bunding, deseeding tamerind etc. Thus the cor; rat-

ijon stands as a reflector in the field of Tribal

Welfare.
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CHAPTER -V1

The constitution of India has provided certain
privileges and concessions to the downtrodden communi-
¥ies to protect them from social, economic and political
injustice and to' bring them into the mainstream of the
national life. Article 46 lays down ihat "The State
shall promote with special care the educational and
gconomic interests of weaker sections of the people
and in perticular, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes and shall protect them from social injustice
and all f-orms of exploitation". The Constitution
vested the powers in the Governor to make regulations
for the protection of tribals hitherto neglected.

In order to protect the rights of tribals on land

and to gefersuard them from age ﬁld exploitation by
non-tribal land owhers, sowcars, and money lenderss
the Govermnment of Andhra Pradesh have enacted several
prétective legislations. The following protective
1eéislations are in force in the Scheduled Areas of

Andhra Pradeshs

1 The Andhra Pradesh (Schedﬁled Areas) Land

Transfer Regulatlon - 1959, 1970 and 1971,



o4 Apdrra Pradesh (Scheduled Arcas) Moneylenders
Regulation = 1960 and 1970.

’

3 The Andhra pradesh (Scheduled Tribes) Debt
Relief Regulation = 1960 and 1970, |

1)

=

¢ Andhra Pradesh (Scheduled Areas) Land T
pulatlon = 1959, 1970 and 19713 ransfer

}‘:U

The Andhra Pradesh Scheduled AreasiLand
Transfer Begulction 1959, Andhra PradesthCgUIation
No.I of 1959 came into force in the year 1959. It 1;
" an exclusive Regulation.dealing with the‘PTOhibition o
land alienation. The main intention of this Regulatigy
is to gafeguerrd the rlghts of tribals on land in the
Scheduled-&reas of the State. The main features of

tﬁié Regulation ares

1. In.&geneydkreas, any transfer of imnovable
pfoperty,.by a member of SCheduleg Tribe g
considered as null and void. HOWeVer, .
tribal may obtain prior sanction of ghe
covernment tO cffect the sales or mortgage
or lease OT exchange or any other deallng

of ypmovable property.
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2 If any 11legal transfer of immovable propert:
1s made in favour of any other member osher
than a Seheduled Tribe, the Agent or’the
Agency Divisional Officer is empowered to

restore it to the transferer or his heirs.

s No immovable property situsted in the Agency
tracts owned by a member of Scheduled Tribe

shall be liable to be attached and sold in

execution of a money decree.[

Though safeguards are envisaged in the
Regulations, it is observed in actual practice that
the land transfers have been taking place from tribals
to non-triberls. The non-tribals found weys & means
to circumvent the legislation and they have been
grabing much of the fertile lands from tribals. The
land alienation cases havg been téking'place through

the following techniques:

1. Land alienation through money lending.
o, Land alienation through marital relations.

3, Land alienation through traditional
friendship. _ :
4, Land alienatlon through Tribal servantse.

Most of the Land alienatlion cases are the

result of indebtedness. The non-tribals settle down

in tribs1 areas with the motive of grabing lands.

+,
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Though the lands are in thé name of tribals ag per
records, the actual poss ssion is in the handg co
non-tribals and the usufruct 1s enjoyed by them ti1¥
the tribal completely repays the loan. Most of the
tribels cznnot repay the debt due to absymal .p- Gy
After a lapse of several years, the sowcars declare
themselves as defactc owners of the lands, Thig

type of allenatlon through moneylendlng is qore
prevalent in the tribal areas of Srlkakulam, Visalkhs ..

patnam, East Godavarl and West Godavari districts,

A ssmple study was undertﬂken COVerlng i
Ne

'tI'lbc‘l groups in P?deru, Araku and Koyy'uru T‘D BlDC
{

of Visakhepatnem District to assess the magnltude of

this problem.

Out of 193 houscholds surveyed &5 ©8. .49

55 have alienated their lands. Q¢ _— :
' la

-t

nine zx tribes surveyed five namely, Valmiki, Bagast,
: S a
3

Kemnsre, Konda Dora 7nd Mann e Dors, have ajiengy,

their lends. The highest proportion of gych

houscholds was found among Bagatha tribe (SQ%)i
el:ccly followed by Kammara (40.90%), Konda Dopg
(28%), Valmiki (25%) Gadaba (10%) and Manne Dora
(10%) . Tt was also found that most of the house
nated their lands %éré from-Koyyuru

nolds who alie

Block when compared with hraku and Paderu Blocys
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This ma2y be due to the fact that Koyyuru Block is

nearer to the plains are s and at the same {ime *he
csconolilc development activities underitaken in

L4

multipurpose project areas have saved the iribals
. "
of Araku and Paderu Blocks to some extent from

“economic exploitation,

The total land alienated by 55 houscholds
was 234 acrcs. The\amount advanced against 234 seres
by monéylenders and gowcars was k. 82620/-. v
In 811 the above cases, the alienation was througl
mortgage without the transfer of ownershipe. The
records speak of the ownership in the names of {ribals
bﬁy the fruits of the efforts arc heing enjoyed %y
the non-tribels. Thus; the tribals coatinue to
part with their lands mostly by oral agreements.

The creditors remain in possession of the land wien-
ever thé dispute reaches the authorities, the tribals
themselves accept that the land is 'mder thelr
control only. Sometimes, the tribals‘by pledgizg
their land to non-tribals, continue to work for the

-

croditors and cultivate the same plots of land.

Whenever any enquiry is made the tribals due to mral

binding to creditors gave false evidence that they
awn those 1ands but not the sowcars or moneylondars.

Ting, the operetion of the Regulation beeomes

. . s S »a8t wlhshes of ithe
Virfienlt in spite of the best whshes of the

~ - ; .;_ '
] -..?
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Furfher, most of the tribals inﬁAgency areas
are not aware of this regulation. Even if they are
aware of this regulation they cannot but silent with
a fTear that they may not get loans in future from
sowears -and moneylenders in the hour of need. Further,
due_to trust worthy character and belief on money-
1enéér and‘sowcar, they neverAreport the matter to

higher officisals/ authorities to restore it.

Generally, sowcars and moneylenders aré
concentrated in those villages where there is irrigated
and fertile land. Mcneylenders and sowcars advance
loans on the security of land on exhorbitant rates
of interest. The low income which he derives from
the lands and other allied occup@tions hardly allows
" him to pay interest in some years and often he feils to
pay the same. The burden of debt increases year
after yeer, in somé cases generation after generation.
In such state of efféirs, the triﬁal in lieu of his
débt, mortgages his land to non~tribals to relileve
himself from the burden. This mortgage may be for
specific years, or otherwise permenently depending
upon the amount he has teken and terms and conditions

between him and ron~-tribal where he will be dictated

by non-tribal. If the "Tirumum Kayelu" is for
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specified time, the tribal will get his land provided
he pays the amount to the non-tribal in the stipulated
period and at the same time he should allow the'non—
tribal to enjoy fruits. In general the land which has
been in the hands of non-tribal cannot be taken back
under normal circumstances unless he gets external
help from official or non~official sources. If it is

"Tirumanam" the non-tribals are continued to enjoy

as if @t is their own land, ; [

‘The non-tribal is not only benefited by this
benami transaction but also derives development benefits
whatever the tribal is expected to derive from the
development activities as the records speak ownership
in the nzme of fhe tribal, through his skillfull
methods. Further, he will not be silent; he keeps
the same tribal as laboursr to take up the agricultural
operation in the same land. Thus the non-tribals
in the &Lgency Areas are continued to enjoy the benefits
at the cost of tribals. Slowly the fertile and
irrigeble land is passing from the ﬁands\of tribals to

non-tribals.

In order to implement the regulation
offectively special machinery has been set up in the
scheduled areas. Bccordingly, special Deputy

t.
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Collectors and Speclal Deputy Tahsildars were appointed
' ip tho agency areass  Intensive drive was taken up

by this machinery to book and dispose off the casels.

under the above regulation .  Inspite of this drive

a good mumber of land alicnation cases have been

taking place in Scheduled areas due to the followi-ng

operational gifficulties:

1) Much head way could not be mde in the
implementation of the Regulation ag the

progress is bogged down by the stay ordey
of the High Court. "

\

.2) Certain loop holes arenoticed in the
regulation which ares

.) Lands under the occupation of non-trip,,
prior to 1917 -8

p) Lends transferred from non-tribal to anotp
prior to 3-2-70 when the amendment regulat?r
of 1970 was passed. Tion

c) Lands for which the non-tribals havye been
inducted by 1and holders prior to tpe
notified date urder Estates land act,jgog

d) Lends transferred to non-tribal with
rmigssion of the agent to the Government

pe .
ed authorlty prior %o

or the prescrib
3.-2-1970



MONEYLENDER S REGULATION:

ananra Pradesh (Scheduled Areas) Moneylerders
Regulation 1960 extends to the whole of the Scheduled
, L
Areas of Andhra Pradesh. The main aim of this

Regulation is to control the moneylending and save the
- tribsls from unscrupulous moneylenders. Under this

' Regulation, licence has to be obtalned by the Money-

lender Pawn Broker from proper authorlty'

Under section (2) sub-caluse (10) 'Loan'
- means an advance of money or articles, goods or
materials for interest, and includes any transsction

which the court finds in substance to amount to such

an advance but does not include”.

According to section 2 Sub-clause (11) of this
reguletion "Money-lender” means a person who advances
loans and includes a mandy merchant, a land-lord
| including graio;as '"Wamu! to his fafm servant amd g
Pawn broker, but does not include a‘bank, company
or COOperatlve society and the eXpression moneylending

shall be construed accordingly.

The rate of interest to be charged on security

and non-security loans is discussed under section (7)

Sub~clause (1)



1a

12

No moneylender shall charge interest on any

1o+ 2dvanced on a pledge at 2 rate exceeding,

’

(a) . Nine and three eight per cent per anmm -
simple interest, where the amount of the loan does.ﬁot

exceed twenty five Trupees: and

(b) Six and a quarter per cent per anmu Siﬁple.
interest, where the amount of the loan excseds twenty
five rupees. "

No moneylender shall chargé jnterest on any
loan advanced otherwise than on a pledge’ at g rate
exceeding.

() Nine per cent per annun simple interest,

| where the loan 1s secured; and

(b) Twelve per cent per annum Simple Interest

where the loan is not sccuredsg

A moneylender may demand and take from i

éebtor such charges ag may be pTESCleed'

A moneylender shall ngt demand or take -

the debtor any 1nterest h: excess of that payable und
er.

ot sections (1) and (2) or any charges, in xcess of
S

that prescrjbed ‘under sub=section (4)
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The number of cases booked and disposed of

under this Regulation during the year 1971-72 are given

belows

No.of cases No.of caées

booked dispcsed,

1. Srilakulem 1169 84 |
5, Visakhapsthem - ° B 8
3. West Godavari 4 4
4, Khammam | 2 X
5. Warangal _ 46 21
6..&dilabéd 3 ’ 3
7. Mahaboobnagar 4 -

1236 121

P e B o a et e e e e i gy T it e e
e e e = — o Syl - el

The f-igures 1indicate that only limited

number of cases are disposed off. Inspite of the

provisiohs'bf this Regulation; Moneylending has been

taking place on an unprecedented scale at exhorbitant

rates of interest in Scheduled areas.

DEBT RELIEF REGUIATION: This Regulation came into

force in the year 1960 for relieving the indebtedness
of tribals in scheduvled arcas.

According to Section (5) sub-clause

(2) ﬁﬁebts incurred on or after the lst January,1951

shall be.'.
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Scaled down in the following'ménher:
"Inferest shall be calculéted upto
the commencement of this regulation
- at five per cent per annum simple b
Interest or at the rate applicable
to the debt under the law, custon
or contract or the decree or order
of a court under which it arises,
whichever 1s less, Credit shal; bﬁ
given for all sums paid towards o

interest and only such amount, if

any, as is found outstanding towargsg
interest so calculated shall be pay-
able together with the principal

amount or such portion of it asg ig duen

To implement this regulation Special
Deputy Tehsildars were appointed in the Agency-&reas
The main duty of Special Deputy Tahsildar ig -
obtain applicationn from the tribals arg apply op
behalf of the tribals under sectlon (2) of the
regulation to the Agency Civil Courts for scaling

down of the debts inmcurred by the Tribals. mne
o 16 af -

ress of work 1in soie of the surveyed diStTicts
prog?

juring this year 1971-72 is as follows:
dau
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SRIKAKULAM

2015 cases were booked 1nvelving an'amount
of Rs. 4;62,701. 1759 cases were filed in the agency
Munsif Court. So far in 153 cases debts werehécaled
down. The total amount of debt so called down was
Rs. 51,4410, There are still 256 cases to be filed

in the Agency Munsiffs Court,

VISAKHAP&TNAM i
In thntapalli Taluk 168 cases were booked
and the amount involved is f.1,75,739. All these
cases were disposed in favour of tribals. The total
amount scaled down in 168 cases was R. 49,390, In
Paderu Taluk of Visakhapatnam district 948 cases were
booked, out of which 928 cases were disposed of invol-

ving an amount of Fs. 1,56,698,

WEST GODAVARI

In Polavaram taluk 276 cases_ﬁere booked
under debt Relief regulation involving an amount of
fse 934500, 31 cases were disposed'of to the tune of
Rs. 4,675, Out of 31 cases, 21 cases were in favour
of tribals. .

On the wholey; Debt Relief Regulation has

been proved beneficial to the tribals. The immediate
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benefit to the tribal lies in the fact that moneylenders
could nct obtain civil court decrce and recover debts

by coercilve DrOCESsS e However, the regulation has' not

- succeded in solving the problem. Firstly, it is .

applicable to scheduled Areas only. Secordly most of
the,mqneylenders have_not come to the court and the

it cantinues to pay the debt because hé CénSiders
it as his moral responsibllity. He also understangg

that he has to depend upon the money]_ender1 for hig
future cred—it needs.

The Spl Dy’Tah511dars should have the power tg
aprest for search- warrant authbrity to go to —
) e

in case he fails toO attend the court after issuing

SUMrIONS e There 1s 1O provision in the present act ¢
or

the Spl.Dy- Tahsildars to file a sult or call for

attachment when the creditor or debtor fails to it
b , , st

the courte 1f the Creditor fails to attend the

court, the case will be kept pending or dismisgeq -
L ] e‘.‘

should be provision for these Spl.Dy.Tahsildarg ks

snst trem like other Magistrates

take action aga The

sresent act chould be modified so as 1o emable g
- gpr.DyeT
the Credi'tor f

ahsilsars tO proceed and t0 file & suit gpas a
Nst

or his absence at the court ang Purty
er

L the Account Books of the Creditor,

ctive Regulations could bring SUbst g 5
put much has t0 ke done in gy B
. T

to chec
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CHAPTER. VII.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDAT IONS
{ECOMMENDATIONS

p DESPITE the recognition acéorded to the
probiem of indebtedness, it continues to cause concern
tolﬁovernmept. The indebtedness of theg tribals owing
to thé traditional moneylending system is.é liﬁing

canker that has éaten into the vitals of the economic 

1ifé of the tribals. The reasons for its continuance _

are more t@an one.éy

The study revesls that 62.62% of the
households ereindeﬁted._ The average indebtedness
‘of a tribel household is K. 654.01. It is the
higiiest in bagate Tribe and lowest in Mukha Dera tribe.
The average indebtedness in Yerukuls, Yenadi. and
" Sugali region is highest (k. 945-59) and lowest in

Chenchu region (Bs.295.45). The. indebtedness of

a tribal household in Savara region is . 559.86.,
region ”

folléwed by Koya/where 1t is k. 517-27. It is

" Rs. 358,83 in Gond reglon.
| The me jor agencies catering to the credit

needs of the tribals are moneylenders, cooperatives
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(Girijan Cooperﬂtive Copporation) and 13ndlords.
The Btudy urfolds thet out of the total number of

indebted tribal households, as meny as 42.59% receiyeq

lorns from moneylenders/sowears. 35.38% of the
tribal houscholds are borrqwing io?ns from the
cooperetive Sector; of which 95% have receiveq ,
credit from Girijan Cooperative Corporation Ltd.,

2}f36% of.the housgholds have borrowed fromrlandlords°

The modus operandl of landlords is ﬁére or 4953 the

same as that of_moneylenders. A& few housecholds

: gre‘bOTTOWing loans from Samithi Office, Talyk

Office and Banké. The treditiomal moneylenderg ' |
are still having a strangle hold over the tripay :

cCONOmY. With the introductlon of Girijan

Cooperative Corporation, tribals are getting sopg

relief from the age-old exploitation of moneylend gp g

Sgwcars/ItI‘?derS' While the Girijan COI‘pOrgtiOn

has been able to pring some tangible results iy

some areas of srikekulam, Visakhapatnam, and Wegt

Godavari, the role of moneylender is still unapateg

jI;Adilabad snd the plains arcas.

The important purposes for which the tribey

ow are 9gricu1tural operations, family mA ing gy
borro '

cmance of socizl and religlous ceremon;g,q

ancey 'peI‘fO
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and miscelleneous purposes such as redemption of
old debt, purchase of cattle, ete. It is noticed
that some of the households are borrowing for more

than one purpose. Large proportion of households

— i = : . 4 '
(71.555) are borrowing for family meintenénce &mnd
for performing social and religious ceremonies.

Furthers; it is observed that there is diversion of

loan from productive purposes to unproductive

purposes.

The study reveals that the triéal econcmy
is based on egriculture scctor as 89.37% of the
working population depend upon it. Out of 1196

households surveved, 72.58% are having lands and

26.42% are lendless. The size of operetional holding

of the'tribal is 6.285 acres which is uncconomic.
The study further revesls that the amount of debt

is directly proportional to the size of holding.

The size of the tribal household is fourd
to be 4.94. The size of the irdebted and non-
indebted tribal housechold is 5.18 end 4.42,
respéctively. The size of the indebted household

is lerger than the non~indebted household which

is »1lso responsible for indebtedness.
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The study reveals that 61.48% of the popyl
tion are earning members and the Average income e
houselrold is B. 1C85/- per anmum. The average zf a
of the indebted hgusehold is fs. 1154/- while it T?Ome
Bs. 967/- in the case of non-indebted householg -
income from sgriculturel sector is the highest. e
accounting for 73.88% of the total income. Most
indebted households are deriving the ma Ximum § e
from agriculture while the non-indebteg houSehnoom
are depending on agricultural labour, Next t:lds
agriCUltures forest is an important Source of - 1iyata
hood for tribals. The income from forest suppl T
the meagre income which they derive from agrleuljment
In the plains ereas, tribals supplcment their 1ncur

Om

from sgriculture through tleir tr?dltlonal o
'CCupaty,
Ong

namelv cattle rearing, pig 1car1ng, mat weavyj
ing g
nd

fls-1ng. They also work es lebourers.in toh
) oba o
0

industry.
The expenditure of 2 tribal hougehold
isg

R, 1226/-. An important item of expendzture
Of th
le

tribal household is food.  Tribals heve the 4, b
aj_t

of spending heavily on social and religioyg &o
Temo

Nig

S,

In plrins arees the expenditure on this jtgy ig
Very

high when compered with scheduled area becauge the
ey

used to observe not only their festivals nyt also

r1indu festivals.
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Out of the 1196 households surveyed 886 are
deficit ( 74.08%). Only 25.92% of them sre surplus
households. It is obscrved thet even among the

surplus households, the surplus is marginal.

There 1s @an urge among the tribals for

acquiring maeterial wealth such 2s nossession of

metalic utensils, trunks, bicycles, cots, etc. This

is attributable to the fect of their getting more 2nd
more in touch with the pIEinS‘pGOple. ress and
decoretion heve tremendous effect on the 1life and
culture of tribals. The traditionsl way of wesring
dresses is fest venishing in the younger generation.
Tribals are secen purchesing the ready made germents,
dresses and blankets., The older generation is still

following their traditional wey of dressing.

i pla are hsavily ERTeked 5 O THIDEE .
It is observed from the study that they are spending
9.45% of their income on intoxicants. Liquor is inevi~
table in celebrating sociel and religious ceremonies.
The celebration of any social cercmony or festival
is not complete without 1iqﬁor; In summer season,
they consume toddy as part of their food. Tobacco,

beedics and leaf pipes are widely consumed by tribal

men arnd womens
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Traditional Panchayats still play a vital
role in waintsining the sociel order of the SOCiet§,
Generally cech villege will be having Kula Panchayat,
¥ach Kule Penchayat will have a head generally knoyn
#s Kula Pedda. The’dgcision of Kula Pedda ig fine;.
Any social disorder will De deelded by the Kula
Panchayat. Fines will be imposed 2against the peTsong
who go egainst the moral code of con@uct Or otherwige

 they will be out casted from the society, Tribalg
pay the fines which are imposed by the Kula Panchayatg

even by borrowing.

EECOMMENDAT TONS:

o
C>/ ”" The problem of indebtedness has to pe ¢
a lee
in two ways; one, by controlling the exploitati d
roneylenders/sowcars to the extent possible arg

cecondly by improving the economic copdifions or

tribals. .
Z

A multi-pronged strategy has to be age .
' 1dopteq

to strengthen the tribal economy and to reduce
‘ e

purden of indebtedness to 2 tribal by eliminatiy
g

exploitation of non-tribel monevlenders to the s

extent. This can be done by undertaking suitap
.

the fields of credit, cooperation, .
! Qonomic

mmes etCey which are discusgeg "
elOw

mea sures 1in

development progre

il
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The policy of a single agen¢y for channelisa-
tion of credit hes to be decided in the light of the
existing conditions in tribel areas. Too many
agencies for supoly of credit will confuse the tribal

who is 1lliterste, honest and simple. A single

~agency which has been derling with the day-to-day

economic activities of tribals has to be recognised
and strengthened for cheannelisation of credit. The
Girijen Cocperrtive Corporstion which has been dealing
with day-to-day economic activities of tribals such
as purchases, sales and mrketing of agricultural and
minor forest produce will be in 2n adventageous
position to deal with the supply of credit to tribals.
The cooperéetive societies in tribel areas are mostly
defuntt. The Girijen Coopereative Corporation is the
only corporation which cen link up credit with marke~
ting. In vieﬁ.of this, Girijan Cooperative Corpora-
tion xx %k should be recognised as a single agency

which can pump agro-credit in the tribal areas.

\To ehable the Girijan COOperPtiVé Corporﬁtioﬁﬁ
to play its effective role #s a credit agency, it
should be endowed with monopoly rights over the
procurement of agricultural produce to reduce the

burden of debt and eliminrte exploitation of money-

lenderse.
&
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7" The Girijan Cooperative Corporation hsg to
" cover the tribels living in Scheduled and pleing
aress and issue loans both for productive and non-

productive purposes such @s sociel ong religious‘

ceremonies, family mrintengnce ete. This step would

go 2 long wry in elimin~ting the exploitation of nop

trivels. In the cese of profuctive and mow~mogyyy,
. dve

loans, the kind component should be inereasegd to 3/4
- g0 2s to force the tribal to mske use of the loan F
or

specific purpose for which it is borroyeg',

In the absence of survey and settlement in
tribel areas, the tribal is not ina positiop 4, of fep
t1and' as a security for the loen. It ig tferefor
imperative to issue losns on the security of the
existing crops in his field a2and the minor forest

produce brought by bim to the shondy so as to gy,
’ e

to improve his economic conditions,

him Further,

in view of the poverty of tribals and on humanitaria

greunds, the rate of interest on lofns shoulq, be

reduced to the minimume.

Longterm credit needs of tribals have to
met by the PrimAry Land lortgage Banks sineg the
be met

. Corpor=tion cann-ot undertay
o Cooper( tlve L e
GiriJan

ctivity in view of its objectlves. spop
this act

)
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are to be undertalen to establish Primery Land Mortgage

Banks in the tribal areas to provide long term credit

to tribals.

On en experimentel basis, short-term end
medium-term credit facilities to tribals should be
provided on 2 large scrle in an identified well knit
group of villages on the mocdel of 2 séheme of
erpdicﬂtioh of Prlemodi system in Mahafasbtra.. There
should be strict supervision regarding the utilisation
of loons. If ttis is proved successful it c2n be

extended to all the tribsl areas.

The reguletions viz., Land Transfer Regulation,

Money Lenders Regul«tion and Debt Relie” Regulestion
) !

enacted by the Government for the protection of tribals

)

from economic exploitation by Moneylenders, Sowcars
and traders sre applicable to Scheduled Aresas only.
But & good proportion of tribals are inhabiting outside

the Scheduled Area. There is urgent need to extend

these regulatio—ns to the tribals 1living outside

Scheduled Areas. Even in the Seheduled Districts a

considerable populstion is not being tenefitted by

these regulations. The existing special machinery

which is implementing these regulations should be

strengthened to implement the Regulatlions moTe

effectively.
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The Special Deputy Tahsildar shoulg have the
power to issue search and arrest warrant 2gainst g
creditor who fails to attend the court after T@Ceiving
the summons. Debt redumption has to bve taken up by
Government in certain genuine cases -~ if the Tepayment

of uebt is not done within 2 period of 25 years

There shruld be extensive propaganda regardlng
the present Regulations thrcugh film shoyg S0 ag tg
enable the tribals to grasp the correct 1@43 and tq
know the evil effects of indebtedness. Tbe Voluntwry
Organisations should educate the people about theip
prev1lpges so as to enable 1he trlbals to understand
the role of moncylﬁnders. urther Voluntary
Orgenisations should pursue and undertake PTOpagangs
to reduce the unproductlve expenditure among trlbal

K

Thrilk hablt shoul@ be encouraged among trlbals

it is diff-icult to:relieve the Cultivay,
Or

from the burden of indebtedness on a Permenent basis
unless his income is increased through agriCUlture

.pd other subsidiary occupations.  The tripaj Shouyq
be assisted for allround development of hig socig.

Development schemes ip- the o

i itions.
cconomic cond'iti frow,

of Agriculture, Animal husbandry, Minor Il’rlgation
rooperation, Education, Communications, Industrles
LOUP™

t.
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shnuld be intensified in the tribal arcase The
devcloﬁment of Sccondary and tertiary sectors should
p1so be emphesised along with the intensificationr.
of activities under Primary sector. Small end Marginal
tribal farmers have to be given first preference in
development activities. Bffective steps are to be

taken to ensure that fruits of development are

enjoyed by the tribals in tribal areas.[

e ¢ o0
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