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Foreword

Participation of people in the development process is one of
the most important determinant for the success of democracy.
The role of NGOs in ensuring people’s participation is significant.
Eventhogh Tripura was lacking in terms of having a big number
of NGOs, one can notice in the increasing number of NGOs in
recent years. The NGOs which are associated with the religious
organizations are actively working in Tripura in the areas of
education and health in tribal areas.

Keeping this in mind Dr. Pankaj Chakraborty, Associate
Professor, Holy Cross College, Tripura in collaboration with the
Tribal Research and Cultural Institute, Government of Tripura
organised a National Seminar on “The Role of NGOs in Tribal
Areas in Tripura “. This seminar was sponsored by the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi. This book is
a set of papers that are collected from the papers presented at the
said national seminar. I wish this book draws the attention of the
researchers, policy makers, administrators and everyone who are
concerned about this issue. This book will be of great help to
understand the role of NGOs in tribal areas in Tripura. I
congratulate Dr. Pankaj Chakraborty, Associate Professor, Holy
Cross College, Jubatara, Tripura for his great effort for editing
this book so nicely.
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Dated, Agartala Director,

28" February, 2020 Tribal Research & Cultural Institute,
Government of Tripura
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Message

I'am glad to inform that Holy Cross College, Agartala and Tribal
Research and Cultural Institute, Government of Tripura is
publishing the proceedings of the National Seminar on “The Role
NGOs in Tribal Areas in Tripura” which was held at Holy Cross
College on 24" and 25" January, 2018. According to me, the theme
of the seminar was well thought out, relevant and significant as
it allowed one a chance to know about various issues related to
the role of NGOs in Tribal areas in Tripura. The papers which
were presented in the said seminar covered various issues related
to the theme of the seminar.

The book entitled “Role of NGOs in Tribal Areas in Tripura”
is the result of the papers that were selected for publication. I
hope that this publication will enrich the readers. I congratulate
the editor and the authors for getting the selected papers
published in a book form, for the benefit of all.

% Covweommelon-

Dr. Fr. Emmanuel Kallarackal, CSC
Principal
Holy Cross College, Jubatara,
Lembucherra Post, Agartala — 799 210,
West Tripura.
Phone: (011-91) 940-212-2662
E-mail: emmanuelcsc@gmail.com
Website: www.holycrosscollege.in







Preface

India is a diverse country marked by its long history, uniqueness
of geography and demographic diversity. Still one can find a
commonality of culture in the country. Since independence,
government of India has adopted several policies to establish
governance which can serve the purpose of maintaining unity
within the nation and to ensure development. But there exist
governance challenges in India like many multicultural societies
of the world. Here comes the importance of NGOs. NGO
initiatives which are aimed at development have a long history
in India. There are many NGOs which are working in the Tribal
areas in India, in general and in Tripura in particular.

This book is an outcome of a national seminar “The Role NGOs
in Tribal Areas in Tripura” which was held at Holy Cross College
on 24" and 25" January, 2018. A good number of papers are
included in this volume on various issues related to role of NGOs
in Tribal areas in Tripura . It is hoped that this book will help the
readers to have a deeper understanding of the main theme called
“The Role of NGOs in Tribal Areas in Tripura.”

Editor
Dr. Pankaj Chakraborty
Associate Professor
Holy Cross College
Agartala, Tripura-799210
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Role and Importance of NGOs in Supporting
of Education Development in Tribal
Communities of Tripura

Dr. Satya Deva Mishra

Introduction

The Millennium Development Goals focuses on the
importance of education, because there are a great number of
benefits of education, such as child mortality tend to decrease
which gives women the option to give birth to fewer children.
At the same time, when the government is not able to provide
sufficient education, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are
often involved in the process. NGOs play an important role in
primary education by raising awareness about the importance
of education, advocacy and by preparing children for their
studies. The majority of the population in India lives in villages.
The village is the back bone of the country. Village or rural
industries play an important role in the national economy,
particularly in the rural development. Rural entrepreneurship
can be considered as one of the solutions to reduce poverty,
migration, economic disparity, unemployment and develop rural
areas and people of the tribal communities. The development of
each and every field can take place through development of
educational systems in rural areas. Education is considered as a
milestone for development of tribal people because it enables
them to respond to the challenges, to confront their traditional
role and change their lives. It is a powerful tool for reducing
inequality as it can give people the ability to become independent.
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Foducation is the key to unlock the golder door of freedmn for
dpvelipment. Fhe MG ran and doplay a stromg role in assisting
the State to complement the public education system ond to
imprgare = oo liveness, N are the mas| imparian| zorving
soctor in lndia. 1L is the pritne mover of Indian society. The
experimenlal approaches of Lhe MCOs have successlully lackied
many ghorlcamings in schoolfng. NGO models in cducalion
merease Lhe accounlalilily ol the scheoling svslem o Lhe
kongliciaries ag woll az people ol [he tribal communilics,
Mature of NGOs

A non-govermen|al arganizalion [0 i an organizalion
thatis not part of a govermment and was not founded by states,
MGOE are Lherelore [vpically independent ol governmenis, An
ML) iz an organiralion consisting ol privale individuals who
believe in cerlain basic socizl principles/obligalions and wha
slruclure their aclivilies Lo bring zbeul developmoent o
communiles thal they ace seevicing, X008 include proups and
instilulions thal are calirely or largely indeponcent ol
govoriumenl and thal have prumacily houmanilarian ratler than
cormereatdal wlpeslives, They aoe non-profil makiog, volunlary
and sory oo arienled organizalions; vorking on varkous issues
like cnvironment proetection. sawve the planet cacth, disaldlily.,
science and technology, health, agricalture, animal welfare, a1t
and emlbtare, edvoation. NGOS vary smeatly wooordinge to their
philogophy, purpose, programs, approach, omertation, scope
ol aclivilies, experlise and sleuclwees, Lo a layman, KGO i3 a
social inslitule, it Is non-pescramental and has a purpose of
charity.

Asa parl ol civil socicly Lhe NCDs rolo in micro-macro linkages
and policy advocacy haz become 3 dominanl lealure now, o

2
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keep in line with the process of privatization, the state has
gradually been following the principles of social contracting with
the NGOs in implementing its anti poverty programme, thus,
providing lot of space for the NGOs to collaborate with the
governments in power. At the same time the NGOs together with
the marginalized sections of the society are actively involved in
opposing the policies of the State and the governments which
are detrimental to the livelihood system of the poor.
Nongovernmental organizations are small/ tiny social collectives
established by a smaller or large group of people to achieve a set
of social goals. Here societal goals means achieving social
objectives which improve the quality of human life, increase
human security, strive towards promoting human welfare in
socio-economic as well as politico cultural sense.

The functions of NGOs are varied in accordance with the
programmes they undertake. Keeping in view the various
activities, NGOs may be classified into the following.

. Charity NGOs

. Relief and Rehabilitation NGOs

. Service Providing NGOs

. Economic Development NGOs

. Social Development NGOs

. Empowerment NGOs

. Network NGOs

. Support NGOs

. National, Local and International NGOs

O 0 N3 O U1 = LW N -

The NGOs have promoted vast social infrastructure of the poor
and marginalized people, the women, the dalits, adivasis, the
agri-labourers etc. Transforming them into reality depends very
much on the political initiatives of the people which, in turn,

3
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depend onm the perapecives with which MOOs aromaize thean.
I he MG by ane large forns on developmental activities at the
grasgroats, Tncoing so, may NGOs fried to fill in the gap where
governmenl inslilulions and depariments [like heallh and
coucation) [ailed by running parallel programmnes 1o provide
servicos, In Indian subcontinenl, MCOs are rondering mulliludes
ol zorvices and oxcouling varicd rogrammes such as relic,
rehabilitalion, ineome genceralion, communily arganlealicon,
awareness crealion, capacily huilding 2nd rocenlly advwocaling,
lebberina, cnvaeworing ol
Impaoriance af Bducalion

The imporrance of education has for a long time been
addressed an inlernalional level and (ke development
cooperalionin the 2150 conluny has [olarge exlonl boen inl luencod
b the illennium Develozmen Goals (Y155, Iadia, like many
alhor countrieg, is elriving Lo meel the goals (hal have boon zol
up, incloding the second MDG, which 15 Ureing Lo ackicve
wluversal primary coducalion lor all chilceen - 'Lhe reason Los
acldressing e unporlanee of cducalion heoooh lorims such as
U MINGs 15 Lhal edocalion has boeen proved Lo bave o opreal
nunber ol wenelicial eflects. A higher ecucalional evel, especially
among, weorme, ends o improve e well-being, of e enlire
tamily, Women that are educared usnally have Fewser childrem
than nom-pducabed wormen and child mortality beods to Cecrpase.
The weoll-being ol Lhe Tamily alzo londs by improve becase
WOImel are more awice of good nuleilion and are alse asle Lo
provicle Lhis og their Lamilies. lnaddilion Lo chis, Hterate people
tend bo parhicipate in the pelitical and ecomamical lile loa larger
exlenl than [hose whe are illilerale and Lhis can be a sbrorg
comtribulion lo ccongmnic developraent in z counly,

El
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Education is considered to a basic necessity. It helps us to face
the world and it widens our mind and improves the quality of
our thinking. Education provides us better quality of life.
NGOs and Educational Development

The researcher points out that NGOs play an important role
in assisting the Government of India in providing primary
education, because the Government alone will not be able to
provide primary education for all children. Another interesting
finding from the study was that community involvement has a
positive impact on the quality of education and if the parents
were involved in the child’s education, it also increased the
attendance level. In the late 1990s it became important with
strengthening local NGOs, so that they are better able to
participate in national education policies. This meant that the
collaboration between NGOs in different developing countries
became more important than before, because the aim was to put
pressure on Governments to provide education for everyone.
They conclude that NGOs have played a role in advocacy, i.e.
connecting educational problems to issues like human rights and
global equity instead of just being service providers.

Tribal people in India are the oldest residents of the country
and they numbers almost more than forty million. But
unfortunately they are the most neglected in terms of basic
requirements as well as education. They mostly remain isolated
from the society and the national culture which is why they need
special consideration to be able to the part of the mainstream
society and culture in India. One of the biggest help that they
need at present is regarding tribal education. Through education
they can be joined with the national integration and government
is working on that. But the result is yet to be a successful one.

5
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MO have come forwards towards the developmeant of rural
anid mribal penple. Throngh charity i Indiz these SO508 provide
lots of facilifies to these bockward people and is helizing thens to
moee lerward, T hey even give chance 1o [he common pegple 1o
Join hands in this mission by way of donale India. Charily
educalion in Iripura ag well az India popularised oy Lhe NCOs
has appeoarcd (o bea groal help Lo LPe govermnent fn changing
L Lives of L pural and Leibal peaple oo lndia.

MLLs in India play an imporlant rale ir the cducalion scelor,
kecavse the rale of MCOs are heing highlighled ir Jdifferent
cducation policies, ~COs have tke poleniial Lo improve the
educational situation in fribz| commurities throvgh rising
awareness ol educalion issues, advocacy and (hmough preparing
children far [heir sludies, MOOs locus on school Dased and
communily level zolivilies, leacher suppor| and Lraining,
providing addilional leachers, aclivaling and molivaling Lhe
slalutlory school commillees and on remedial education. They
weork closely willh Lhe local cducalion depariment oflicials and
srhool Weachers o cnsure e proper funclionung, of e school
god regular provesion ol U oo day meal. T addibion, ey
supporl childeen's learning Uroash reowedial edocalion claseos,
sohoolfvillape libeary . pre-school educaton and childeen's cluts )/
I3al Fanghayats, Serne of them alse provide seholarships o enalile
children b o beyvond the elementary sk,

Signilicance of NCOs in Develapment of Ivibal Communities

Lo past inclependeree India, wellace of e iribal commmunilies
huas becn Lhe nalional goal and special responsibility of the Centre
and the various stabe sovermments. The Covornmenl ook
commendable inilialive Tor lhe uplifbmenl ol Lhe Lwibes as ey
arc required Lo lake parl in [he nalion-building process along

fa
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with the general populace of the country and participate in the
decision-making process. The development of the tribes has been
the constitutional obligation of the government. Coupled with
the provisions spelt out in the Indian Constitution and
intervention packages, the government had instituted numerous
Commissions and Committees from time to time to assess the
tribal situation in the country. But it was very unfortunate that
in spite of these efforts and initiatives, the government could not
bring any radical change in the socio-economic development of
these marginalized sections and subsequently they were pushed
to the periphery. The failure of the Government gives a fertile
ground to the NGOs to work upon and extend a helping hand to
their fellow tribals. What is required in the context of Indian tribal
situation is the conscientisation of the tribes about their latent
capacities and to motivate them for acquiring a better life. In the
long run the tribal should be made self-relevant the rough proper
socialization and imparting training. NGOs can contribute in a
positive way to the development of tribal education, health and
in the protection of their indigenous knowledge base which is
either ignored or exploited.

We all know that the tribes have the keys to the biologically
diverse areas. They have a profound knowledge of the flora and
fauna, the appropriate plant species with medical importance,
their location, the parts to be used, time of collection, preparation
and administration of the same. Their knowledge of the ethno-
medicine is very important for their existence. Moreover, there
is a growing inclination all over the world for herbal drugs, nature
based products instead of synthetic ones. But, there are certain
threats to this indigenous asset of the tribes. Deforestation,
environmental degradation, and lack of initiative of the younger

7
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gemeration iy lrarn end adopt the medical practices of the trikal
mecicime men, lack of proper dissemination and transmissima of
the knowelec e, pivacy of the knowledge are some of them, The
healing (rzdilions and (echmigques ano (ransmilled orally Irom
gencralion 1o genersalion in the tribal arcas bevause ol U poor
leveel ol lileracy i [hase arcas, Henoo, magl ol Lhe line Lhew are
lound in an undocuomenled farm, which means slowly and
sleadily some parl of il may e lorgollen lor oo, Againsl Lhis
Fackdrop, Lhe MOLE have a vory imporlant role 12 play, The
MOOE may creale awareness among (he tribeg by demaons|raling
lhe conserealion and preservalion of [he medicinal planis, They
may e the audio-visual aids for creating a lzstng impression
and campaign lor enzuring Lhe promalion ol herbal planls in
kilchon-garden anc nurserics, Sharing of knowledge in
wrorkshaps is also recommended whers bolh % G0 prolessionals
and Lribal counleraarts would parlicipale, The NCOE should
cncourane Wibal voulhs W lake ap the adilion of praclilioners
al libal medicine as livelihood aplicn and cocourage in rescarch
and doevelopment of b praciice. Thooe 1s 2 elobal dineension
ul this problem as well, Inlermalonal speocies and ool oalionals
allen pirale the ago old knoveledge of the ribes lor proparing
drugs. Docementation of ribal hnowledee bocomaes an uepent
necessity in thiz case, The GO coupled with the Gram
Fanchavat car play o sipgnificant rols it They car prepars a
communily rogisler whore such knowrlodge can be dovcumented
in the local language. Phey musl e legally mace aware ol Lheir
aditicoal rinhls and move in the cireclion of preserving their
knowledpe under the anspices aof Intellactual Properly Kighis,

Il iz found Lhal MCOs are doing goad work willy Lhe Lizal
cormraunilics inTripura. In the agoel Liberalizalion, Privalizalion

A
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and Globalization where the state is withdrawing its authority
from many of the development sectors and market is not much
willing to share the burden of development, this sector has
appeared on the scene as a liberator to protect the society from
the onslaught and challenges of consumerism coupled with an
urge for an equitable distribution of the fruits of development.
The NGOs are known for their virtues of human touch,
dedication, great initiatives, flexibility, positive orientation,
bonding with the society to reach the masses in a very effective
manner. They are often regarded as the partners of development.
They make an honest endeavour to empower the marginalized
people in such a way so that they can stand on their own feet
with self reliance and depend less on charity and concessions
provided by others.
Conclusion

A good number of NGOs have entered the field of tribal
development since 1980. Most of the NGOs working in the field
of educational development, health care services delivery and
imparting vocational training have done well and contributed
gradually into the social transformation and improvements in
the quality of the life of tribal people of Tripura and in different
States of India. The tribal development and empowerment as
carried out in Tripura by both the Government and the NGOs
presents a mixed scenario. NGOs play a role in the development
of tribal areas supplementing governmental efforts, especially in
generating awareness and capacity building among the tribes so
as to improve their economic status so that they can lead a
dignified life. NGOs and voluntary agencies cannot only hold
the institutions accountable to the people to bridge the gap
between development programmes and the tribes, but it can also

9
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art as an effective instroment in faciliteting tribal access to
farilities and services. There is alse a nesd m involve S0k
workingin the tribal aveas in promobing effechve implementabion
al the Lribal dewelopmenl programmes, The MODs in
collaboration willy the Coverrmenl can [acililale Lhis overall
pracess ol developmoenl and empoweerment of (ke ribals in (b
I'ripera.
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Role of Jana Unnayan Samiti Tripura for Tribal
Development in Tripura : A Case Study

Dr. Sr. Marina, BS

The Non- Governmental Organizations (NGO) or the Voluntary
Organizations have been playing a crucial role for the
development in the socio-economic spheres of the tribal people.
Empowerment and development are the core areas that the NGOs
focus in demonstrating interventions towards improving the
quality of life and work for the welfare of the tribal communities.
Through awareness and capacity building programs, they try to
break the cycle of deprivation and poverty to enable indigenous
people to assert their rights and lead a dignified life. Sometimes
NGOs act as mediators between the government and the people.
They have a significant role in developing the life of the tribal
communities and thus filling developmental gap where
Government agencies have less accessibility. Thus the importance
and role of the voluntary organizations in participation becomes
significant.

The plans, programmes, activities and projects for developing
tribal communities cannot be implemented by the government
alone as the government has less accessibility in rural isolated
tribal areas. There are many non-governmental organizations
working at the grass root level in implementing various
developmental works. They provide basic social services such as

improvement in employment opportunities and income levels,
13
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accesa lo schooling and higher educalion, access (o heallh services
and hy e Ly condotions- geod housing, poped water
supply. electricity and beoller communicalion lfacililics,
comscienlizing on dilferen| developrenlal izaues and slimulaling
e voluntary aclon amoeg the lacgel group. S aege noinber of
MG gre working in various villages of ‘Tripora, the main
abyective boangs to facilitute the overall development and welfare
al Lhe [Fibal people Lhrough cmpowering Lhem cducalionally,
sowially and ceonamically.

The tribes i India comstitake s imporemt sesment of the
country’s population. Though their awmerical sieenglh iz only
B.0% avcomding to 2011 cansns, bur their coltaral distinebvensss
ancl helefogencily, their social, coonomic and oolilical
Fackwardness has drawn the sthention of the govemment, the
planners, and the policy malwers. Bolh conteal amd stale
governmenls have aclepled diflerenl developmenlal measunes
for the tritals in Inds” Tripera is o soall hilly stabe in the Morth
Eazlorn Fegion of India. Almosl sily porcent of Whis slale is
covered with dense forvest, reverberabing brooks, everpreen
valleys and rare ora and Taana, The stale is inbabibed by oa
population of abent 32 Takhs of whom 37 per cent belang to tribal
cormmunities suattered all over the state.”

There are 19 tribwl coemmunities namely Tripors o Tripura,
Feanp, lamalia. Chakma, Halam, Moalia, Mog, Kkl Garo,
Viunda, Orang, 1ushai, Sanlzl, Lichei, Khasia, Thil, Tepeha,
Bhutia, arcd Che tmal weath their o c o unigueness lving inLhis

Oero, Cisulom Kornar, Medhi, BK. eLalfeds), Trifal Demwelimen! i)
THpara, BEEA Pullishors, neia, Guwahali, 200, =181
Elpis. p 7z
fOIkL 197
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multi ethnic, multi cultural and multi lingual state. They are
known for their unique way of life, customs, traditions, beliefs
and practices. The National Policy on Tribes recognizes that a
majority of these tribes continue to live below the poverty line,
have poor literacy rate and suffer from malnutrition,
displacement and social injustice. Both the central and state
governments have launched projects and plans to facilitate the
overall development and welfare of the tribal people through
empowering them-educationally, socially, economically and
politically while recognizing their special identity- culturally,
habitationally, traditionally and in terms of their age old rights
and privileges.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a significant
role in the social development process in all regions of the world.
It has been established that NGOs can make and have made
invaluable contributions to the social and economic development
process of various countries. The role of NGOs in tribal welfare
activities, though small, has been responsible for introducing
qualitative changes in the lives of the people.* In Tripura, the
NGOs have contributed in tribal development in the area of
education, health awareness, economic empowerment through
Self Help Groups and promotion of ethnic cultures.” So the role
of voluntary organizations in implementing or developing the
tribes are unquestionable as they provide basic social services
such as infrastructures, basic education, agricultural extension,

health services, etc. and raising public awareness on different

* Ibid. p. 177
5 Ibid. p. 201
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issues such as gendzr equilt, environmenl proleclion, heallh and
othems”

Iribals arce inscparable parl of Lhe sociely and il lhey arc
underdevelaped, then the sociely, slale ard counlry iz also
underdeveloped. Therefore, sincere efforts need fe e moce by
e governmenl and (s machinerices 1o bring themn al par with
Lhe resl of (he =ociely,” The Lribal developmenl programs are
important components for upliftrment of trilsal peosle os well os
to rernpve the ecomonig backw erdnavs of the tribals of tha State ®
The success of any developmental pregrramme depends mainly
o b BLOS who have a role Lo stimulale [he wolunlary aclion
among the krget group. The N0 functioming in the State
cguipped with the knowlodse of cthnw proops spocific social
dynamics are recognized as |he agencies lor imparling capacily
Fuildings Branmine o the prvject benefoanes. The present pa per
tries to cvoluate the role of the Juna Uonason Samibc Tripora
{1551y, & zocial developmonl wing ol [he [Hooose ol Agarlala
working umong the tribal commurnites m Toopura, Ths paper
will I Dasend on facls pathered mairly from e primarny seuros.,

In 197, Fr, Haymord Massart U500 established the “Imipura
Catholie Jomo S’ infended to be s catholic co-operative Credit
Soviety [T05) by combining all the village communities. This
socicly fained momentum when Fro Bogor barcel C5C velurncd
aller his raining al COALY nlernalional in Canada. The Credit
Socioly was ofliciallv inzuguraled on 100 Lauary 1933, with ik

i, 174
P lhig. p.143
: ol |'|_'|2'|



Role of Jana Unnayan Samiti Tripura ... A Case Study

head office at Mariamnagar with 11 branches in various parts of
Tripura with the aim of helping the people to improve their own
socio-economic condition. The society was to encourage Self-Help
projects through small savings and through constructive
investments of such savings. Self-Help projects for the
development of people such as pineapple cultivation, irrigation,
land redemption, drinking water, and rubber cultivation were
initiated by Holy Cross Fathers.

In 1975, a Youth Club-cum-reading room, a Dispensary and a
room for Crafts such as weaving, tailoring, typing classes etc.
were provided. Awareness programs and activities of the “Jono
Songo’ helped the tribal groups to liberate themselves from the
exorbitant interests of money lenders, redeem their land and
instilled confidence in them to stand on their own feet. But in
1980, the ‘Jono Songo” collapsed after the communal riots due to
the failure to adapt to the dynamics of social action and
systematically train its members and leaders. There was also
failure in the formation of its leadership and membership towards
a systematic value based approach.’

Integrated Human Development Program (IHDP) was
initiated in 1990 by Holy Cross Fathers over a period of 10 years
in 3 phases with a thrust in empowering the people to meet the
challenges and their needs through a process of conscietisation.
Various community development programmes, Leadership

Training, Relief and Rehabilitation, animation and formation of

? Arul Jegannathan, “The Integrated Human Development Programme in
Tripura” Integral Liberation, Vol.9, No.3, Sept 2005, p.200
10 Ibid. pp 34-35.
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Self-TTelp Gronaps veers corsolidated vncer theambrella of TTTRE.
The sorvice Lo the socio cconomic aplifiment of the people by
the Haly Cross Society was given a new emphasis with the
starting of TTTDT. " This program took roots and spread to maore
than MK villages, nearing 400 SHCs anc [ocused on Lhe loss
privilepped, marginalized wnd Tripurs women in particolur,

Wil U eslablishmenl of e Diocese ol Asarlala o L9606, rov
athministrative st up for the waork of TTTDF was necessitabed.
The socic-ecename development of the peaple of Tripura was
no Jonger e sole rezponsibdily of the Congrepalion of Holy
Cross ot thatof the Iiocsse of Agartala as well, Agarrzla | Hocese
Lulieved Lhal social desclupoend s Uoe resall of conlinooos
change ir [he various sodial relalionships and processes as well
s natural and physical changes socarring: o e cnvironment o
which hiuman beings Llive. 1l calls [or carclul partlicipalion in Lhis
provess using tha @vailable knowledee - both srisnbific and
cmpirical inorder Lo harness e fruils of change Loveand s inlegral
social development

[ana Lnnayan Sarmatn Tripora (JUST) that wes established i
1407 comlinues lowork under ke principles of THIXF, A5 [he vears
werntt [y TITST focused on TTTDT crocramme, Caritas progrrarmnme,
reliol works and work o collabozalicn wilh Lhe parish conlers.
ILUST has sel ils prigrities lor dilterenl seeial development

interventions. Cne of JITATy lone term inlervenlions (s socio-

CiAamiieniias), Fe, Bovoy Jofen CH0 & Kallopnchul, (0 Vr, Srsesiee! (50
fedz ), Mae Jowraey Wit Ve, 150 Yesva of Hely Cmez Presesns i Mopih-
Faelimain S1E53 -T870 % T888 - 20000, Linke) Fublizidug Hauee,
Visabhpainagin-2, AN India, 382
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economic development through IHDP. It began with the
formation of SHGs in 1997 but today has reached the level of
Federations, thereby initiating People Led Development approach
to bring qualitative change in the lives of the people of Tripura.

Jana Unnayan Samiti Tripura is the Diocesan Social Service
Society of Agartala working towards integrated development for
all irrespective of caste, ethnic groups and religion with special
focus on poor and marginalized in the spirit of love and service.
It is a non-profit, non- political, secular, voluntary organization
registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860 in 1997 and
it has completed 20 years of service to the poor of Tripura. JUST
initiates, plans, formulates, implements, monitors and evaluates
various projects and programmes for the upliftment of the
unorganized needy, poor and marginalized.”® Its mission is to
empower the poor and the marginalized through dialogue,
mutual trust and people’s organization towards integral human
development. It envisions a self sustaining, peaceful and just
society based on Gospel values, a society, which ensures full and
abundant life for all: socially, economically, culturally, politically
and spiritually. JUST moves ahead towards achieving its goal of
‘Empowerment of people through formation of people’s
organization by promoting people’s movement towards socio-
economic independence.’

JUST works in a wide variety of programs and initiatives
within the boundary of the State of Tripura from Community
Based Rehabilitation (CBR) to Facilitating Agricultural

Regeneration Measures(FARM), from Intensified Malaria Control

3 Bera, Gautam Kumar, Medhi, B.K. et.al.(eds.), Ibid. p.219.
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Frogrrean (TWVICT) tin TniHabwe Ffor Basie TTamanitamian Aid for TTHS,

and from Peare Bnilding and Conflict Transformation in
Mortheast (ITTACT-NET) to Women Tmpowerment through
Capacily Bofldivg, IMUF Frojech of JUST hag been anolher
slgrilicant conlributicn W cradicate Lhe killer malaria in'lripura
parficularly in 12halai and Khowai diziricls, LS 1 works wilhin
the frramework of the wigion and mission, namcly seli-rcliance
threeh cmpodarment, nelbworking wilh likeonceed KisOs, 1o
holp build a beller socicly, 1 also works willin (he Irametwnork ol
lhe Cailolic Social Teaching which cmphagizes waorking lor those
an {he peripheries of sacicly,

‘The goal is nok ot rend ering services to the poor bat ensuring
[hal [he poar deline and design Lheir righls wrhich are relevani
lar Lheir cignilicd lile and crealing sysloms Lo access Lhom
sulligienlly in lime wilh gualily, ILST has laken up numerous
relevani developmaonlal inlervenlions wilh the guidance of (he
noewe shralepic plan of People Led Development whone people hawve
Been animaled o orgariee themselves 1o sleenglhen Le oxdsliog
SHU s, SH Clusters, SHO FPederalions, Tarmers Clobs and
Dusublud Pouple®s Qrpenise loen (DHPCY,

Fouwng roen and vaowen are idenlilfiood as per Lhweir inleees) and
lrained inovocational skills, animal hushandey. handwcrall and

agriculture in view of providing optons fer lvelihood and rood
security. The intemally displaced people Fave been helpad o
liwr 2 lile wilh dignily and worth, Mon-lfarmal education and
coacling was proviced o over 1400 children lo ensure qualily
educalion especially in the nleeiocs ol the Stare, LS also
pathicipated it the End Malamia Canpaign eltarl af the Maliomal
and Clobal aclorvs by dislriby ing over 20 Lrealed mosquile
nolg, awarenoess croaliom ang number of healll camps,
0
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During its 20 years of journey on the path of social
development in the entire state of Tripura, JUST has undertaken
many programs for the upliftment of the under privileged and
the needy, in the State of Tripura. People, especially the poor
and marginalized women are empowered through formation and
strengthening of the people’s organizations. Numerous Self Help
Groups were formed within the villages. From 1992 to April 2008,
a total of 915 Self Help Groups were formed having a total saving
of Rs. 67,79, 884 and mobilized a revolving fund of Rs. 2,63,,52,759.
As many as 53 SHG members have been selected in different
village Panchayats as members. The individual SHGs have been
grouped in 57 Clusters and the Clusters have been formed as
Federations at the district level. There are 17 village level
animators, 2 district level supervisors and 1 Extension officer at
the grass root level.

The main focus of JUST is to strengthen Clusters and
Federations through capacity building, linkage, networking and
advocacy through adopting a right based approach. For this
purpose JUST focused on providing capacity building inputs like
trainings and exposures, providing support services, facilitation,
landholding, monitoring of activities so that the poor people could
get enough opportunity to develop their capacities and move
ahead towards empowerment. JUST also aimed at sustainable
approaches to enhance the livelihood of the target youth and
families through various skill trainings and production centres
in order to help and facilitate unemployed and the under
privileged youths of Tripura to gain access to knowledge and
skill development.

1 [bid. p.221
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Proyzramme Avean

Heing a soridl developmental erganizaton |51 is invnlved

in wide range of issues to improve the qualite of Bving of the

poople, Howevor a (ow igsues arg priorilizod lo addross
imunedialely. The Iollowing are lhe prierilized inlceyvenlion
underlakeon by JUST

i

i

Comrrunily Deveiopeseris ILIST has boen working for Lhe
covelopmenl ol poar and marginalbeed seclion ol Lhe secioly
b lacililaling Lhe lormalion ol Sell Help Croups and
assisling Lhem in saving, micro credil, leacership
covelopmeoentl and promolion af incane goneralion
arfivities,
Pegve Blding: Tripura has a hislory of 2llnic lengion and
promolion ol peace iz imporland, LS has boon promaoling
peace Lo bring in reconcilialiom and peace belwesr Lhe e|l-ni;
CoHnmnilios,
Drisnzier Prepavadeeas: JUST g facilitaling e communily Lo
covelop Lheis skill o Lackl: disaster maindy Iood and
carthguake, Awareness Frograms, s lablishument of Village
Desavslor Mamapennenl Conomuillees, For walion of Tasl Fun
Croups and Preparalion of Communily Mlans ane Lhe
inlervontion stralegy uscd by JUST.
Maiin Kigieks) JUS 1 is working for the rehabilitation of lima
Displaced people who came b Tripura from Sdicoram in
1497 duc Lo Lhe ellnic clazhes bolweem the Mimos ard the
Feangs. 1L is also engaged in promoticn af vighla ol Adivasi
comunily in Liipura.
Hegith: Commumity haealth services, promolion of horbal
medicines, provenlion of communicable dizeases are e
major Lhruzl areasof | LIS 1T under hezllh intervenlion. Three
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medical camps have been organized by JUST and Caritas
India under the Intensified Malaria Control Project 3 from
14th to 16th July 2016. On 15th July 2016, the camp was
conducted at Hareyamoni village where 28 patients
attended the medical and awareness program on malaria.
Awareness on LLIN usages, prevention of malaria and
cleanliness so that mosquito breeding places are destroyed.
28 RDTs were conducted, 4 Pf positive cases and 1 Pv case
was detected and treatment given on the spot. The patients
were given free treatment. On 16th July 2016 the camps were
conducted in two villages at Biswaram para under North
Longthrai and Tuichandra under Loboncherra Panchayat.
At Biswaram 31 patients attended the medical camp and
16 RDTs conducted and no malaria was found. The patients
attending the camps were given free medicines.

Community Health Volunteer training of Caritas India
Consortium: JUST has conducted 10 Community Health
Volunteer trainings of Caritas India Consortium for the
IMCP-3 staffs. Altogether 258 CHVs received training on
malaria. The main topics covered during the training were
signs, symptoms, investigation, diagnosis, treatment and
prevention of malaria. The life cycle of malaria was also
covered during the training. Besides malaria the practical
session on RDT and slide collection was also conducted.
The BCC input forms, M4, M2, M1 and CHVs incentives
were explained to the CHVs. JUST, the SR of Caritas India,
received 18220 LLIN from the government of Tripura under
the programme Intensified Malaria Control Project-II for
distribution in Dhalai and Khowai districts of Tripura.
Through this distribution as many as 10000 households in
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L
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the rural villames have been covered by the medicated
moEito nets w protect themse bves, fronm malaria.
Mediou® Camppr TUST pssisked by KTBE, Avstra conducted
Health Camps in all 7 Breu [T relicl camps namely
Ashapara, Malsingpara, Hazacherra and Nalsaupata ander
Morlh Ristricl, Tripura on 28 and MY Movember, 205 and
Kaskaopara, Khakchangpara and Hamsapara on 19¢
December, 2015 0. Laljoy Beang, MBBS [rom Yanghinun
FHC. along waill his medical slalis diagnosed [he palicris
and disiribuled lrec medicines Lo palienls who were
sullering Trenm lowvor, slomach pain, diarrhea, headacke,
measles, scabies, eto, 373 males and 130 females were
ciagnozed and Iree medicines wene dizlribuled,
Vocawmaal rmiwonga: JUSD 12 also working wilh Lhe
cnemplored youlh of (he region b imparling skill based
Lrzining like Tailoving and Weaving, Heaulician, Wiring,
Drivine, Molor mechans and Welding,
Vi Exporoeraien !t JLS L works Lo U crorpow cement of
veomon cspocially [fom Loibal cominunily and also olbes
vulreralle waormen Lo eslablesh Qe worlhe and salopoard
Lhedr clipnily .
Erwergeney Redie v JUST alwaws conliibules 105 bosl al
the time of disasters and calamities throuagh its ermergeney
tal il wonrks,
Mep- Vot Bayealize I order (o ensure the vights of the
chileleen lor ecducalion as well as o reduce Lhe drop oul
lewelz al e children in e schools, pem formal education
prowTam has beer imnlemenbed.
saliral Resowroe Moaqegeman!s 10 aims Lo wicrease Lhe [ood
soecurily Lhrovghoul Lhe wear by adapling Chaanic larming,
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Horticulture, Animal husbandry as sustainable livelihood
options.

xi.  Project for People with Disability: It aims at including the
excluded in the society by helping them to get their
entitlement and other facilities as per Disability Act.

Target Groups of JUST are Women, Children and Youth,
People with Disability, Uneducated and School Dropouts, Poor,
marginalized and economically backward, Widows and
Destitute, Daily laborers and Adivasis, Internally Displaced
People and Farmers.

Achievements of JUST are JUST has promoted 7 SHG
Federations consisting of 1010 members taking up different Income
Generation Activities and other social issues concerning them. The
Self Help Groups promoted by JUST have got their bank balances
at an average between 50,000 to 5 Lakhs. JUST has also actively
promoted renewable energy (Solar Lights) among the SHG
members as a small contribution towards promotion of safe
environment and prevention of Global warming. JUST continues
to work for peace promotion especially among the school children
and youth by promoting peace clubs. The animation program helps
the people to save money for their future.

Saving and credit system helps not only individuals but also
as a group and village. People have learned the principles of
Self-Help Groups and they have learned the methods of creating
awareness and communication. People have learnt to work
together for the development by going beyond the differences of
religion, politics and castes. They have experienced the power of
working together in unity and withstanding difficulties that come
across when they work for development. People are able to meet
the officials in the government offices and in the banks to get
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grant and ered it Befora they could not st thatmnemes could be
gafe in the bank. Mo ths pemle ko that their money will e
safe in the aank and they have courage tomeet afficials and ceal
willh thomy he uniled ollorls of [he SHOs have improvod (he
health and sanilation in the villages. Poople de lake up juslice
and peoace issues in the willages and many a lime local issucs are
gelllod b the willagers rather [han (o going [0 1o police. Pooplo
are able Lo lake up developmenlal schemwes of e Panchayals.
AUCCPSS Story

W7, Mlbal Cherkhy 50T Cobinmohon Cherkhy of 23 vears
iz gne of Lhe displzoed porgons slaving in Maisingpara reliol camp
holding rhe Relief Delivery Card oo-158 under lock-E, s
father and malher died when he was 5 vezrs ald and gres: wilh
his Crandmoller, Fhey arewery poor and Hving hand 1o moulh,
In Lhis ¢rilical junciure, he gol opporlunily |0 learn driving and
malor mechanic raining lor throe merihs Irom March 1o Vay
203 at Apartala oreanieed by JUST asaisied by KB Auslma.
Allercomplelion ol Lhvee months lHaning he slalecl opening smeall
petly sluop [or carning Duoncy.

Muogcarver, B weenl b Mabarasbilea and weorkad 1 e Privale
Company as a righl securily guard lor % months and carned a
food Incomae. Then, he purchasod a secondhand Maroli -5H00 car
bearing o, MIL-0BG-2661 on pavinent of Re, PO -[Seventy
thomeand) in the month of Apdl, 2ME. TTe s wsinge his vebicls for
Iransparlalion of goods lor slalionerics, grocerias, rollacHoen of
loadstulls and delivering W vaiows shops ard alao carrying
passengers. He camne Rs 500/- 10 800/ - pet day excluding petrol
cast and ather mamtenanes sypenditure, Hiz lamily livirg
condilion has improved and much beller than belore as he is
golling Rs 12,000,/ - 1o 73,000, - por menlh

s



Role of Jana Unnayan Samiti Tripura ... A Case Study

Conclusion

JUST has been involved in a variety of development initiatives
like networking, advocacy, capacity building and educating
people in the principles of development. Through its programs
it has made meaningful interventions into the lives of the rural
people. The separatist movement in Tripura has often created
bottlenecks to the proper development of the tribal people in
Tripura. There is a need to look back at the developmental
strategies, concentrate at local level to make understanding the
problems of the tribes and take specific developmental
programmes according to their specific problems. These
programmes could include the local people and their
understanding could be reflected in the policies and programmes.

References
1. Bera, Gautam Kumar, B.K.Medhi et.al.(eds.), Tribal Development in
Tripura, EBH Publishers, India, Guwahati, 2009.

2. Kallarackal, Emmanuel, ‘Peace Education in Multi-ethnic/Religious
Settings: NESNIM as a possible Model’, in K. Engebretson et al. (eds.)
International Handbook of Inter-Religious Education, International
Handbooks of Religion and Education 4, Springer Science Business
Media B.V. 2012.

3. Jegannathan, Arul; “The Integrated Human Development Programme
in Tripura” Integral Liberation, Vol.9, No.3, Sept 2005.

4.  Mundankavil, Binoy John, CSC & Dr. Fr. Emmanuel Kallarackal,
CSC (eds.), The Journey With Hope, 150 Years of Holy Cross Presence
in North-East India (1853 -1876 & 1888 - 2015), Global Publishing
House, Visakhapatnam-2, AP, India.

27






©

ROLE OF NGOs IN EMANCIPATION OF TRIBAL
WOMEN IN TRIPURA — URBAN Vs RURAL

Dr. Charu Mathur

Introduction

The ethnic mosaic of the third smallest state of India, Tripura,
is as colourful as the state’s landscape. Traditional home to
indigenous tribes,19 Schedule Tribes of Tripura, with their own
cultural identity form 31.8% of the Tripuri population (as per 2011
census). The tribes are of indigenous as well as ofTibeto-Burmese
origin.Referred to by different terminologies, the Scheduled tribes
ortribals, adivasis or indigenous or ethnic minorities, janjatis or
upajaticonstitute a small, but significant proportion of the total
population of India, 8.6% ( 2011 Census). India has the second
largest concentration of tribal communities in the world next to
Africa. The word ‘tribe” means a group of families bound together
by kinship, usually descending from common mythical or
legendary ancestor, living in a contiguous region, speaking
common language and having common historical past. The
lifestyle of the tribal people is conditioned by and in alignment
with natural eco-systems and their resources. Mostly inhabiting
in remote hilly and forest areas, tribes are predominantly said to
live in “traditional” societies with ‘indigenous’ cultures, secluded
and cut off from the ‘mainstream’. They are marginalized from
the society in many respects, yet, are popularly known as a symbol
of self-assertion.According to Constitution under Article 342

Scheduled Tribes are those, whohave primitive traits, distinctive
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rulture, shvmess with the pumblic at laree, seapraphicalisolation
anid =wcial and seoromic barkwarthess bafore notifving them as

a Scheduled Tribe,

Eole of Women in a Tribal Socicly

Indian pzlriarchal sociely, Iypically vigid in ils conservalism,
I'1'1'|‘n|:.r pl:s.hing womon Lo Lho L'-a.:kg_rnul'u:l, zhomees i3 apparen|
wisibidile virlually incvery sphere of oianar elalionship, Women
have always boon zlrugeling for [hoir idonlily, | he sconario is
almoal lhesame in odav's globalised world, Tn caze of (rikal
wromon [he sitnalion iz worae | HiTorenl coneug roporls roeveal [hal
srhecule mibe wormen and gitls ave moredeprived than men, he
hizlary depicls Lhal Lhe lile of Lribal woman was full of pain and
hew have Taced [ols of diflicullics, Y omon ol abariginal grouas
are always a parl ol cullure which is under dominanceand
cnormous suppression ol superior cullure, kren loday,
particulary oo the cra afplobalizalion wormen of aborip inal ¢ rou ps
ate lacing challenges Lo have 4 developodand independent
crolily. Despite all the woubles hese ibal women have beon
pliavamy a prual role e e Tovelthood prac b ard olber socin -
OO v s, wlich s egqual ancl somelimes su pecior Lo Ui
male counlor parls. Thoejouiney slarts Crom e bome as a pood
hornenapker and confinnes in the feld pPwork for agr - farming
acHvibies as o lnbonrer and at the sames Hme they maintintheir
culiural lile 25 wezll,

Lribal women have a womercdeus visible role in Lhe zocio -
ecoteric aclivilies wlich help Lo develop the mibal socieny, 13t
when 1t comes toevaluation and recomition of (heir enormogs
rale;Lthe realily givies a conlusing piclure whicliis quile upsellng
and depressing al Lhesame lime. Because, one side of [he coin
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shows that the tribal women enjoymuch better social status than
their non-tribal counter parts as the tribal womenhave no hurry
for early marriage.There is no stigma on their widowhood. They
canenjoy the freedom of divorce and remarriage. A tribal woman
earns in her own wayand can get economic independence. But
the other side of the coin cries a differentstory which is bit reverse
and painful. Although she is actively involvedin the economic
activities but, she is less paid on equal work than her male
counterparts, which is highly disappointing and objectionable.
The division of work is highlyloaded against the tribal women.
She also bears the yoke of all house hold works.The importance
of tribal women in their society is significant because of the fact
thatthey work hard almost relentlessly and the family economy
and management dependon them. But this important role of the
tribal women is very shoddily neglected.They are just treated like
the duty dolls and it is assumed that all their performancein every
scope does not require any evaluation and rewards. The
independence said tobe given to the tribe women becomes
meaningless when they remain silent workersonly with their
unrecognized role towards the economy and society. It is
dauntingthat these earning tribal women are not empowered to
take decision both inside and outside of her family. She was not
entitled to own her ancestral property. After then death of her
husband the ownership of property and headship of the
familytransferred to any of the male member of the family
ignoring her simply, but theresponsibility was being imposed to
her. The tribal women cannot hold the office ofthe priest in certain
tribal communities, she cannot be allowed to enter into thetemple
or attend any communal worship. She is not allowed to touch the
plough orparticipate in the roofing of the house.The pathetic part
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af the story is that these duty puppets are often nsed asslaves
what are sapposed m serve ndatural satisfactiom o their male
counterparts andalso support the Family economically o reduce
[he weorries ol daily livelihood uncerlainlics,

Comparilive Study ol Rural and Urban Tribal Women ol ‘Tripura

[l hag boeen sevonly yoars, since India achicwed incopondone,
ol woanen i gencdal ancd Lribal wormen nparticalar ave Uwe most
nogleclod, under privileacd and dosen (roddon seclions almost
in all fighds, The wroamen in [ribal =eciclics are like a lamp [hal
burns ilzell lo light the whole warld, yol ils own dovn parl iz
ever sunk m darkness, The progress of pibal women of ITipura
haa besn vy sl

L.rbanizalion is a now phonomenon inIripura, allhough 2 (iny
urban sociely did exizl even during [he lale 1#h cenlury, Inilially
Lhiz small urban communily conzisled mainly of Lhe roval
nolables, parasitical clites relale W he king and officials in the
privcely adnunislralion. [rala slodes thal the peocenlage of wrban
population in the stale has meccased (oo 6.77% 01951 1o 17.06%
i 2007, Bul, wnly a soal] prrozorbons {2.58%) of Ui populalion s
Leibal.

Livelihood Pattern

Various shody reveal that the tibal people, sepecially women,
who migraled Mrom (hoirnalive places (rural aveas) o urban ameas,
wsually suburbs, have a beller cconamic condilion and a decen|,
slandarc of living. Their livelibood salleens have changed atter
they have mipgrated to the vrhan areas. | lerg, thois income levels
have also incroased along will oxpendilure. They live in smeall
haysns consLIMing lcss land, Lhan lhn:vj_.r did i Their mative lands,
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Their standard of living is much below what they have expected
before their decision to migrate. They find it difficult to adjust
with the local people and the surroundings. The nature of the
employment in urban areas is such that the doors of the organised
sector do not open to them easily. They are always last to be hired
and first to be fired, and they usually get ill-paid jobs and do not
have opportunities for education and training. They are struggling
hard socially and culturally to adapt and adjust in the new milieu
far from their lush green land.

For therural tribal women of hills and forests, by origin nature
was the second mother. These aboriginal groups of people have
been depending for everything on Mother Nature. The whole
story of their life was well knitted with the elements of nature.
Basically these adivasi people are agriculturists. Traditionally
most of the rural tribal women practice ‘jhum’ or shifting
cultivation which was the primary source of livelihood.Hence
they were initially called ‘jhumias’. In ‘jhum’ or shifting cultivation
process both men and women were engagedbut the maximum
effort was done by the tribal women. The womenclean the parched
ends and ashes from the place and prepare it for cultivation.
Theydo all the task of sowing seeds, pruning and maintaining
the plants and cutting andpicking up the crops and harvests. They
are also engaged in taking care of the animal husbandry. They
take the livestock to pasturelands. They are thevendors of their
agri- farm produces. These tribe women create unorganized
marketnearby their place. Sometimes they go far away from their
hilly native place in searchfor a populous area so that they find
customers to sell their produces.They were also employed as
labors to the ‘jhum’ field owned by others and did well.
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Education

Education forms an important component in the overall
developmentof individuals, enabling them to greaterawareness,
better comprehension of theirsocial, political and cultural
environmentand also facilitating in the improvementof their
socio-economic conditions.These hold true in the case of the
tribalwomen in Tripura also. Though India’s education system
over the past few decades has made significant progress, the
literacy of the ScheduledTribe women and other marginalized
groups has been a matter of concern even after so many years of
independence. This is despite the fact that the largestproportionof
centrally sponsored programmes for tribal development are
related to the single sector of education.Currently,
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA) is implemented as India’s main
programmefor universalizing elementary education. Its overall
goals include universal access and retention, bridging of gender
and social category gaps in education and enhancement of
learning levels of children.

The urban tribal women have achieved nearly 13 per cent
growth in literacy during 1991-2001 as comparedto 5.7 per cent
growth for men and thereby could reduce the gap in literacy
between sexes. It has been reported that in 1995 the literacy rate
for Tripuri women atAgartala was as high as 98 percent. Among
the rural tribal women, lack of awareness for education, the
extremely meagre presence of establishment of schools, except
few at Agartala, are a bar for spreading education . Also,the
educational backwardness is due to the differences in the
provisions of educational facilities, socio-economic status of the
parents, lack of motivation as a result of isolation, lack of
communication and social distance.
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Fridenty, therural tribal women have avery liva literacy rate
{15335 ) and the gap bebwest the Tural aned araan female lterary
is Clse to 40 per cent in 2000, TTowever, the Kuki women living
maslly in rural arcas haveachioved a commondable largel by
coducaling nearly €4 per conl of Lthem in 2001, This may be
allribuled Lo lhe expanzian of Chriglianily among Lhem, a
phenomeomonnoliced amang some alher rizal communi v of
Morih-Last India.

The decadal increaze in lemale lileracy nlvipura shows [hal
in 1961 [he lemale lHigracy of Lhe Slale was 10,195, which
incroased rapidly and roached 10 95,115 i0, above the nalional
level, Among the Morth Fastern Staces, Tripura rarks 2nd highest
in respect of averall as well 22 lemale lileracy, Rural and urhan
lileracy rales show, wesl dislricl rank higherwilh a lemalo liloracy
al 644 and 1 Mhalai vank lowrest wilh 51 %, Inorural areas, Lhe wes)
diglricl vank highes| wilh 62.5% and in urban arca il is norlh
dislricl willh B8.3% in fomale literacy (Table), [noseuth disteicl
girl’s cnrollment ralle is lug hesl. In soconclary level balh the Woesl
and Dhalo districl i g owest rank. Gap belweon roeal and
urlan s prersisling i Unese: ancas. Hupelully, o

voly high porcenlage of oven reeal ibal children were [ownd
allending schools in 20271 and ane may expecla redoced disparily
in literace amome rural and urban tribal weonnen in vears o come,
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District wise literacy rate by Rural -Urban gap in literacy
(2001) District

Kezion Female
Wiest Total O
_Rurul Rural 63.8
Urhan Urban 844
Sonith Total (1.3
Rural Rural 58.2
LUrban LUrban ur.3
_Dhalai Total | 510
Rural RFural 484
Urban Lirban 214
Morth Total 5.6
Rual  [Ruml | 627
Lirban LUrbam HE3

Marriage

As far as the institution of marriage is concerned, the tribal
societies have a modern approach. The young boy and girl live
together without their families to cope up with the future
marriage with more maturity and potentiality. Widow re-
marriage is permitted in the tribal society. Also, there was no
child marriage in the tribal community even in ancient times. All
these, along with the general practice of monogamy and far
morestable marital relations, have strengthened the wife’s
position in tribal households. The dowry problem does not bring
down the women’s position to the level of a commodity. On the
contrary, in the tribal society, the groom has to pay a bride-price,
Malbika Das Gupta deals with the institution of bride price among
the tribal groups of Tripura, treating theprevalence of this custom
as an indicator of the high status enjoyed by tribal women in the

state. However, it is not merely the continuing economic and non-
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samomic value of wormen of Hreiv nokeep whichexplains the
prevalpnees of rice price amima the tibal peoples of Pripurta. n
the urban tribal society, despibe of modernization, urbanization
and cducation, the owil ol dosery has replaced Dride price, Also,
atnorgst e Lrban 1ribal Yomaen, only a Iew of Uwenvwill engaae
in alg_riv:u llure, Howowsor, in rural soclor, agri.:ululr:t ig 1 s=nglc~
largesl accupalion for womon, 11 has also boon argued [hal the
hughwee work parlicipallon capacily ol lribal girls was inslewmenlal
in lelching a "price’ 1or (hein in marriage selllemends, This doos
nol, ol course, mean Lhal in Lthe ribal zocicly of Tripura, women
hawe boen reduced Lo a posilion ol markelable commadily”,
ather, the practice of bride price prevalent among the 7 rimes
Rigrga. fayin pasor Kiisis an indicalive ol (he higher social zlalus
allheir women, Cne aoinler Lo zuch a condilion iz thewidespread
praclice al ‘marriagely service’ under wihicl a vaung man has Lo
gorer al he girls’ residerce lor acerlain period (Trpm siv monLhs
o e vears) o poove his credibilite, capalilitvarad moralily.
The Leibal socicly Pas also vested Lhe eighl eowilhbhold consend
msuch marriages Lo their piels.

Inherilance and Properly Righls

Wollare considerations diclale hal women should cnpoy land
rights, The right fo homestead land isimpertant for women as
itis a guaranter against homelessness and destitution. s land-
dependen| livelihoods 2re Lhe chiel saurce of enming a living
among, fural households, e eghl ooarable land is imparliant
Lor rural Pouschelds in general and Ler raral wemen in
particular. Fram the point of view of ensuring oqualily belwoon
the sexes, nionand wormen zhould bath enjoy land rights Righis
over land arc an imporlant delerrinart ol social slalus and
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political power and granting land rights to women is an
important means of empowering them.

However, case studies show that theTribal women are the least
endowed as compared to Muslim and Hindu groups of women,
as far as their land rights were concerned. This is partly due to
the fact that by and large, tribal women were not conferred land
rights by the government when plain lands were granted to tribes
to wean them away from shifting cultivation and also because
the customary rights of tribes in Tripura relating to inheriting
land are heavily biased against women

The tribal community is governed by unmodified customary
law. Among the Kolois, Malsums andHalams who live in
Ghantacherra, women get a third of the deceased father’s
property. Even though Hindu women are supposed to inherit an
equal share of theparental property by law, this is seldom the
case in actual practice.Though the system of inheritance is
patrilineal among the Tripuris, the father usually gives daughters
some land. This is a kind of gift and the prospective heirs do not
raise any objection against the practice. Similarly,among the
Jamatiyasand Halams, daughters do not inherit paternal property;
but in practice the rule is not strictly adhered. Hence, there are
many instances of daughters receiving a share of the family
property. In Riang society, the surviving spouse and the
legitimate children are entitled to equal shares of the property
but the son or the daughter who looks after the parents in their
old age receive a larger share. Among the Moghs, the widow of a
deceased person is entitled to subsistence only. She has no right
to sell or transfer property. The property is devolved strictly on
male successors. Daughters are not entitled to inherit property.
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The Aala of NGO InTrikal Araad I TEIpURS
Health

As far as | lealth sectoris comeemed the programmess, sehemes

and prajects of the governmental and nom-govermmental
arganigalion, aimed al Lhe developmenl al [rikeg have nol
achicyed Lheir el objectives although il Is more tan scyenly vears
Lhal w0 have boon .a«r]n'|1'|'|i5ln:vl'iﬂgI our awn peoplo, capocially
heallh stalus ol the IFbal poople. There have boeon wory o sludics
alt e Fealth condilicn ol e zibal populalion. Basecd on s bew
crucial paramelers of eallh gleanod lrom LRese sludics, ospocially
on morhidily, morialily and nuilvilional slalus, an allempl has
boon made Lo dopicl Lhe present aconarical health of Iribal wwomon
inIripura,

2% ol Lhe [ribal peaple live in therural arsas, mos v in remele
undorsomaed [onos| |'|:-g1'-::un5., wilh L or no sasic civie amonilios
like [ransporl, roads, markels, haallh care, sale drinking waler
ar sanilalion, Therelore they lag behind in gelling basic
communily nutrition. Tropical discases like malaria are
rampantly spread in rural aocas of Tripura. Wonsen in eucal arceas
have lugher infant mortalily eale than e wibal weomen in wcban
greas, Chiud boeacig mposes heallth prollems on wonwen-
phuesically, peychologically and socially. Maternal mortalily rale
i apain higher in rueal arcas han in urban regions. Feom the
inceptiom o the tenminaticn of pregnancy, the women do net
take i prescribed nutritions dist. Alecohol consumption and
lzborious waork have boon anollor cause for higher Matermal
moilalily rale amongsl rueal ribal weomen, Regular vzocinglion
anwl nraeleation is nel laken oflL As [ag as life expectancy is
comeemiad, women i owest districk live more han wamon in
[Mhalai, Also, women aro highly anacmicin e rucal arcas. Leibal
populalion is alfecled by various socizl, cconomic and
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developmental constraints, which exposes them to high rate of
malnutrition and health problems.

Role of Non-Governmental Organisations in Tribal Development

In the 21* century, with the expansion of an open, free market
economy, in the period of Liberalisation, Privatization and
Globalisation, the state’s role is shrinking and it is withdrawing
its authority from several development sectors. In such times, the
NGOs, known for their virtues of positive orientation, dedication,
initiative, human touch and to reach out to the marginalized sector
comes into picture. Non-governmental Organisations work hand
in glove with the government sector in development issues. They
help these “Exclusive’ groups to become self reliant and become a
part of the main stream population.

NGOs have taken up the issues of Tribal Development. The
concern for the indigenous population which forms 8% of the
Indian population, had received high attention at the United
Nations agenda too. The concern for ‘Vanvasi’ and
“Anusuchit]ati’echo in the UN Charter as well as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Several NGOs like Agragami
Social Organisation, Brain Power Computer Society, Chetna
Institute for Women Studies, Dateline Agartala Science
Academy, Indian Women’s Development Society, Integrated
Social Worker Association, Jan ShikshanSansthanAgartala, West
Tripura, KishalayaMahilaSamiti, Maitri Social Welfare Society,
Golaghati Welfare Society, Gomati SamajikSangstha, Green
circle, Mahila Sangha SamabayaSamiti to name a few have
played a positive role and change the dynamics of social life of
tribal women in Tripura.
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Trey crrate awareness among the bribals by demomstarating
the uss of comssrvation and presprvatiom of medicinal planrs,
Thay inform about menace of deforestation and pressing need
lor envirommenl profeclion, They are also made awane aboul
Lhe property right s ard Intellectaal Property rights. Also, a fow
lribal women leaders have come up Lo lake up Lhe cause of
athers, like WadhomaliRebbarma, is 2 sludent leader, =ocial
aclivisl amd now an clecled leacler of Lripura Uzilbal Arcas
Aulonomous [Hslic] Council, she was aclively involved in
inilialives focused on empowering women in Tribal arcas,
crperially deviging pragrammes Lo help Lhom acquire incomoe
genatztion skills, Sandhva Keni Chakma, is vet another leader
who believes in 1ribal Women's parlicipalion i local seli-
governmenl and cmpetrerment, Hor decade long weork in Lhe
sphare for development ¢ [tibal women of Tripurg has heen a
leslimany ol Lhis

Conclusion

Changes ciled in the values, perceplions, accupalions,
nueLilubmns i Tl sy os ol Tripoo Lribils clean Ty suyaaesl cerlain
dualizms o the value peroeations and e pallern ol (@) wikal
and non-Leibals, (1 mambees of diffeeent wibes, o) men and
wormen armeng the mribals, and finalle (d) wrban tribal woarmen
anid rural fribal women. Nooome would deny that thers are huge
gaps belwoen developmenr| achicwemenls amonge the Trbam tribal
weornen and rural wizal women o ltipoea, Fhe benelils of slale
sponsored development have pol concenliated in certain hangds
and particularly among educated and arban [ribals, The
proporlion of rigals living in urban areas is sUll reglisible. Yol
Ihe proceszos of grbanizalion, modernizalion and develapment
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have hardly benefited the vast majority of poor rural tribals. It

isapparent that the urban tribals, who mostly represent the

advanced section of Tripuris, have been able to adjust themselves

with the wider socio-political reality.
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Role of NGOs in Building Small Scale Industries
in Tribal Areas in Tripura

Er. Pranab Ghosh,
Er. Gouri Nath
&

Priti Kana Ghosh

Introduction

The organizations which are outside the direct control of
government agencies or autonomous bodies and are engaged in
providing financial and nonfinancial services to the community
are called non- governmental organizations (NGOs). The NGOs
have been a vital part of the historical legacy of rural development
in India. The NGOs in India came to prominence after
independence, especially after 1970s. Development practitioners,
government officials and foreign donors consider that NGOs by
virtue of being small scale, flexible, innovative and participatory,
are more successful in reaching the poor and in poverty
alleviation. This consideration has resulted in the rapid growth
of NGOs involved in initiating and implementing rural
development programmes. G.R. Madan’s (2005) 1 paper on
“Voluntary Organizations and Development” dealt with social
work done during ancient, medieval and modern India. Tracing
the growth of welfare institutions, he narrated the historical roots
of social work being the foundation of India as a social state. He
also described his own efforts aimed at reviewing Lok Sevak
Sangh (LSS) visualised by Mahatma Gandhi through his own
organisation known as Association of Voluntary Social Agencies
and Workers, India (AVSAWI). 213 Kumar (2004)2 , in his paper,
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Tinle of Valuntary Chroanisabions in Social Chamee: Some Tseues”
made somie alwpreations on NGO and comsidersd them as
change agents in bringing about change in the societal stracture
and [echnology,
Methodology

1his paper is a punch of secondary and primary informalion
govrce. he absorvalion made during a wisil al Tripura has boen
labeon inlo counl. 'The Inberacen wilk e local ibal people wlule
[raveling Irom Agarlala Lo Dharmanagar & Agarlala (o
Mohanlklos (Melaghar] has added some valucs,
Objectives ol Lhe Sludy are
# I'oplot rthe overall sitnation of the 1ribal SmallScale Industries
& economnics slalus especially in (he slale ol Tripura,
# lolind oul [Fechallenges lor uplilling coonomyics slalus among
I Tilhes,
# I'a come up wilh siralegies Tor developrnenl of Tribal Small
Suale Ind ustries slalus in Tripura.
Malire of NCGOs

BOEDs aoe cieeclked Wowaods improeins the socio-economic
silualions of people wilh whom ey woock, Bloose (200693
prcscnled e Iollow nge umparlant characloristics of MOCs @
L Volunlacy : MCGOs are formed voluntarily and ace buill upon
the commmitment of a few persoms,
2. Legal Statua : MO e reymistered with the Government under
(he Sociclics Acl, Irust Acl, ol Thoy are also remistered under
Larelgn Contribulion Regulalion Act (LA with [he minislry
ol Howne Adlaies, Covernmenl ol Lodia, LFis i5 regquired fo be
pnbitlad by obtain funds from abeoad.
3. Independen( @ OO are indepeoncenl i planning anc
implementzlion of [hoir programmes,
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4. Flexible : NGOs are flexible in interventions. They are not
bound by redtapism and bureaucratic obstacles.
5. Quicker in Decision Making : NGOs take quick decisions in
response to the needs of the community. As decisions are taken
quickly, their services are delivered timely to the people.
6. High Motivation : The members and the staff are endowed
with high motivation and inspiration to work for the cause of
the people. They strive tirelessly to achieve their purpose for the
benefit of the target groups.
7. Freedom in Work : NGO workers enjoy freedom in their field
work, in organising the community and carrying out the
development schemes.
8. Catalystic : NGOs facilitate the communities towards social
action but they do not dilute and distort themselves in the process
of intervention.
9. People-Centred : NGOs facilitate people’s participation. They
plan things with the people and implement the same through
the people. Thus they learn the best from the people and replicate
the same with other groups.
10. Non-profit oriented : NGOs are not run on profit motives.
The surplus and gains from economic projects, if any, are not
distributed to the members or stakeholders. They are re-used for
development purposes.
Lack of NGOs

We also identified the issues related to changing technology
and emerging unemployment, lack of entrepreneurship, people’s
orientation and participation in sustained development activities
and resistance to change. We also enumerated the action
programme for change agents whose aim is to empower the
powerless for leading their lives in a self-sufficient way. An
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attempt has been made to 2xamine the active rele that MGk tan
plav in pramotion of selt-employment among women as well as
tarewe ligat o the opiroon of wonmen themselves as to what they
[aink abool the ciiecliveness of NOO3 in bellermeont al their lives
il sell-cmpleyed venluwes, Howewver, novder o woderszlaned
[ role of MO in sell-cmplayment goneralion, il bocomes
inperative o analvee the nature of NGoCs and examine Lheir
sigrilivance in the sociely Lor the bellor Lves o womcr.
Concepl of Small Scale Thdusirics

T ils liloral sense il i lhe procoss or [ranslormalion 27 regioral
ar lacal phenomena inlg glaonal one, The weord isoused firs) in 18050
in g publication “lowards Mew Hducation® according to Ckford
IYiclionary, ‘The ceonomizlz usec Lhis lerr in THE)s bal [he cacial
gricnlisls uzed [his lorm gince 19605 = | Bl the concepl appoarnd in
new [ormin lale nineliea M1 his process is ceually recognized a3 a
combinalion ol coonomicsacio-callural, polilical and lechnological
grpecls, Through elobalizolioen colorigalion and cullural
eansformalion soour (theeegh accal o ralion ancd Cullieal dillosion)
al different desies i all socuely af the world, The poople of D weorld
are unified inhoi singre family through slobalusstoen Sy crasing
nalional tocndary and e nalional cooncdaty Decome lecaalional
vroony through lade, inveslmenl of o capuliol spread ol
techmplopy and migration, 1A “global village” aad & “wlobal merker
"have developed’. Glohalizaon process e associated with poversy
and inpqualily, environmenla! degracalion and cormmumication,
cezvarchk and developmeal in lechinalagy, change in populatian,
improveracnl ol Lean: porl nelwark and also on languase and et ical
aspect of bmdan Tife AT e ety as factorios, loresl and liold as
bank, government, laborirg and (arming indusleial aclivilies arc
inlerconnecled by Lhe prooess ol globalization B4
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Role of NGOsin Self Employment and Small Scale Industries
Development

NGOs can play a meaningful role towards self-employment
of women and their empowerment in the following ways:
Training & Skill Development

Out of the total 22.27% female work participation in India, main
workers contribute16.03% and marginal workers 6.24%. Women
constitute 90% of the total marginal workers of the country. There
are wide regional variations in work participation rates within
the country from 4% to 34%. Women find employment mostly as
casual labour in agriculture and the growing informal sector.
Efforts by NGOs focus attention on poor women. Their aim is to
train and provide them opportunities of self-employment to
improve their social and economic status. They also encourage
the habit of thrift and credit among them to improve the welfare
and quality of life of the family and community.

Legal Awareness and Property Rights In Rural India

Only 13% of women inherited land from their fathers, as
daughters. In the rural areas, the daughters marry and leave the
village; hence no inheritance rights exist. The government
schemes also allot land to male household heads. An adult
married son gets compensation for displacement but the adult
daughter gets nothing. NGOs are working closely with women
to generate awareness regarding their legal rights and help them
get land by extending loan facilities to buy land in groups.
Women Empowerment

Widespread efforts by NGOs to improve the access of women
to national resources and ensure their rightful place in the
mainstream of economic development are beginning to have
positive results. Self Help Groups (SHGs) of women in India have
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bapn recoymized as an affective stratejme for tha empowesrment of
women in rutal as well as nrhan areas bringing women together
fromm all spheres of life iy fight for their fighbs or a cause. Sinee
the overall cmpowrcrment of womer is crucially copendent on
oooraide conposeesmend, veornen Ewough those SHO: wodk on
a range ol isgues such as healll, nuirilion, agricullure, lorcs(ry,
besides income generalion aclivilies and secking micro credil.
Tair Trade

“Hair iz a rolative lerm.” The fdea i also Lo col down an (e
middlemcn go thal the produgl reaching Lhe buver in [he richer
parl ol lhe warld is sl desirable, prico-wisc, FairIrade s aboul
giving poor peaple power, It is 8 thriving business coneept, I
mezns paving producers a lafr price for Lheirweork, helping [hem
gain the skills and knowlodge Lhey roed Lo develop Lheir
buainezsez. and challenging wavs ol (rading which keep people
poor, ML= ollen acl a= lacililalors in Lhis process,
Croolil f Micro Croedil f Sell=help Ciroups

L0 weare looking [or one single action vwloch will cnalkle
the poor Lo overcoma poverly, | would focus on credil™-Frafl.
Mohammod Yonuos, Founder, Grameen Bank, Bangladesh.
Frovision ol credil is an excrcise i sell-help and comunnnily
reinvesbinenl Crodal Teads o soctal juslice and conpaossen menl,
Effort is being mace by credit plammers fo target women as
they have s history of being better ra -payers af loim. The
development ol conlidence in (he community has heen the
sinple blgocesl impaclt of micio [Inance inlervenlions al
grassrool lovels.
Skill Training

The small scalefcollage seclar accounts Lor over 10% of Lhe
produclion in agre and rural based dusiries in lndia.
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Government programmes focus on skill improvement,
employment generation, transfer of technology, rural
industrialization and promotion of self-reliance among the
people. NGO'’s assist in raw material assistance, skill training,
marketing, coordination and inter institutional linkages and
render advice to the government on policy matters concerning
the small-scale sector. There is a need to motivate educated
unemployed youth for self-employment, by setting up small
enterprises.
Capacity Building

The technical competence of the people manning the delivery
of the cooperative support services must be enhanced and
adopted to the specific requirements of the cooperative societies.
Keeping in view the present state of economic liberalization,
immediate necessary measures must be taken by government
institutions, cooperative sector, private sector, NGOs, national
and international agencies to sufficiently equip self-employed
women with information, knowledge, technology, training and
managerial techniques.
Importance of Linkages

If micro-finance programmes are to be successful, linkages
between the financing agency (bank), NGOs and SHGs must
be strong and durable. The following linkage models, depending
on workability and other practical aspects, have evolved over
the years. Direct bank lending to SHG: Under this linkage, the
financial agency deals directly with SHG and provides credit
for further lending to individual members. Since no
intermediary in the form of NGO is involved, only registered
and highly efficient SHG can deal directly with financial
agencies.
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Lending by Banl to SHG with NGO an Farilitator

| e alset the lemeding ageney provides cred it ditectlr o the S1I,
bFut through the mediaton of the NGO, The NGO acts as o
lacililalar, and also provides lraining and alhor services (o (he
SHOC members.
Lending by Banks (o SHL, wilh NGO Working as Financing
Tnlermediary

Lndder Lhis mocal fwiddely provalenl o Soulh Lasl Asia), U
linkage Doelweer [he limancial agency @nd Lthe SHL iz indirect,
The WO, which funclions az a financial inlermediary, accopls
Lhe conlraciual regponsibility Ter lending Le Lthe SHIZ and (or
repayment of the credit to the bank, 1he MG s also responsible
lar praviding lraining and conzullancy services (o SHGs
Bulk Lending by Financing Agencics through Revolving Fund
Arrangemen

L.nder (his redel, Lhe M2V s providod wilh a revolving lund,
which illends o SHCE Dased on viability and demand. The 50060
alao adopls projecl-based approach o promole liveliheod
aclivilies amwong the poor and provides acooss Lo viriows [linancial

services, MOOs play an uoporlant role i branung and puiding
SHOs besides moniloring, supervizing and collecling loans
ropaymenls, fnancial managemenl, markel ibelligenoe cle. o
make them gperationally efficient and ecomomically produoctive
so thakthey can meetthe challPnges of open market forees within
a reasomallo poriod al lime,

Objoeclive of (e Study

Mlairly e objoclives of Lhis paper are
1) How the stendard of Tiving or the qualily of lile of thelribal
people in'Tripura have improved by globalizallon process
through rmederrizalion, improvemenl of communizalion and
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transport network, industrialization, and improvement of
infrastructural facilities and implementation of different schemes
help to improve to the literacy level and the reservation policy
for education and job by which they can change their livelihood
improve the quality of life; and

ii) To examine how far the tribal people should develop or
transformed their lifestyle in accordance with their ecological set
up and genius.

Socio-Economic and Cultural Life of Tribal People of Tripura
(Changing Trend)

In India tribal people share 8.2 per cent (21467179 in 2011)
and in Tripura 5.8 per cent (11,66,816 in 2011) of total
population. They are in different socio-cultural (preliterate,
semiliterate, nomadic or settled) levels of development, in
different activity as hunting, food gathering, settled
agriculturist, in household and small industries and services
engaged in primary sector as agriculture, hunting, gathering
etc. based on their ecological condition. Some of them engage
in industrial sector as labour.

Type of Activity | 1971 | 1981 | 1991 | 2001 | 2011
Cultivator 48.74 | 31.18 | 31.04 | 31.01 | 23.71
Agricultural 28.39 | 48.91 | 48.73 | 53.93 | 45.09
Labour

Household, 01.34 | 01.02 | 01.05 | 02.92 | 02.2
Industry,

Manufacturing

Repairing

Other Services 21.53 | 18.89 | 19.18 | 12.14 | 29.01
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Lahle 3 : Male ard female in differemt activibye (in5 0 Trpura, 1977 -

2N (Searee Cenans of ndia, Tripira Series 1971-2011)
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Figure 3 @ Mala and farnals in different activiby i (5] ripuora,
27 (ouree: Census of Tndia, Tripura Series 2007)
& Dacreasp the culbeation near abont 7% which was hipmesk i e
of b i ra tom, production, ess protit, poor techmology ene.
# TTomzeheld, indnstry, manufacte fng, repaiving sector increase
less than 1%, whirh was iggrest challeroe of lase A0 years
& Olher sorvices 20001 5 which was more Levo Lime eeease Lhan
2001, thew ave Gowvl job 022 5%, scll business i, 34% romaining
are migraled Gor livehood development fwexan Bbour

The impact of slabalization is not enough in eansformeation
of tribal world is rot satisfacteory becawse the ellecl of
globalization did noet reach equally in all sepooent of our socicty.
Tugelbier wilh globalizalion G are sune programmes which

havee impact on the fullowing
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i. quality and competition; and
ii. implementation of reservation policy in different levels of
education and scholarship;
iii. implementation of development and welfare programmes
after independence help them to change their occupation which
have direct effect on mode of livelihood.
Findings

As per the observation of this paper, development took place
in various sectors in Tripura but the fruits of globalization were
not realizes yet.
# In Tripura literacy rate is high Lack of Quality Education, Skill
Education, Technical Education.
# Geographical Isolation of the area for Industries Development.
# Lack of the govt Awareness of the Govt. scheme & benefits.
# Decentralization of inhabitant.
% Lack of water resource,Power Connection, Modern Industries
concept.
% Poor Technology use in Agri, Horti, Fishery, Handcrafts&Hand
loom production.
% Language problem.
# Lack of Quality Human Resource Management.
# Non -industrialization etc.
Conclusion

We have to take the following steps with collaboration of
government to improve and transform the living pattern,
economic condition and standard of life of the through snall-tribal
population in Tripura.
# Development in infrastructural and other facilities regarding
education and demography. (IEC materials base on tribal
language, corporate concept/ professional Industries system.
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& Fatahlish the business bub throe sh GEM (Gt E- Martket Place)
rotrals, F-mahila 1laat e,

#+ Land acguisition for Tndustrial sector with proper
inlrasiruclur

# [ncrease of opporlinily in cmplovment gencralion (Skill
Dovelapmenl/Slarlup Frogramme/Kesearch andDevelapmien]
though L3R Programime).

# Digilal Concepl Developmenl (e-Suvicla, e-governanoe o
markelplace, c-paymonl, o- commerce gilo),

# Promolion Lhe Rural Tourism (Conservalion of Cullureg,
Herilage, Minimizalion alch,
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A Study on the Manifestation & Role of NGO-A
Case from Grass Root Level

Dr. Shankha Shubhra Bhadra

Introduction

The concept of ‘voluntary service” has a long history in India,
where the concepts of daana (giving) and seva (service) had been
a pivotal point. Voluntary organizations are voluntary in spirit
and serve without profit-making objectives, hence neither driven
nor motivated by profit. The objectives of such organizations are
to promote culture, education, health awareness and natural
disaster reliefs etc. Such an organization proliferates during the
British rule, working to improve social welfare, literacy and
pursuing relief projects' gradually they came to be known as non-
government organization. NGO is a “private organizations that
pursue activities to relief people from suffering, promote the
interests of the poor, protect the environment, provide basic social
services or undertake community development” (World Bank,
1995).2

Although, voluntary sectors are termed as NGO or Civil
Society or Grassroot Organizations; their objective remains same

ie. welfare of the mankind in form of enhancing the livelihood of

! Mohanty,M., and A.K.Singh (2001), “Voluntarism and Government-
Policy, Programme and Assistance:” New Delhi.

2 Carmen Malena (1995) “Working with NGO: A Practical Guide to
Operational Collaboration between the World Bank and Non
Governemental Organisation”, p7.
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e poor of marginaliscd soclions ol e socicly. Such scclions of
Lhe socicly are uzually doprived of Basic ameonilics such as
el ical, pelucation, sanitation, envirpnment, ingome penerating
Preynrammes, ehe. Aanonest e114h d:-'p'rix-':-'d sevhions majortty are
advenisl o eibos ol our cownidy.

Thorole ol WGO was @nalvred Trom various dimengions of
its werviges, such ps enhancing socip-economic corcition,
hialth care, adocetion, swarenesss ete, Tlenoe, 5008 pluy o
significant role in overall development al backward 2nd
dovaentrodden people of the society inpeneral and tribal people
in purticular. With the help of various policwes, programmees
and =chomesz of governmord, MLOs have grosen in gizo and
rapabilides wihich teanlred in etadiradion of many surh socio-
eromomic prablems bo certain extent (SWanjunda 10T &
Dinesha PUTL20115. Such socie economic developments are
dene (hrowgh proper mplementalion of various policoes,
services, ardangement of awareness programs through raad
shows, vacabonal trainings, debabes, ste. Therefors, NGS ate
e suieessful than rovearmment, Toce] leaders, My or WLAS
inreaching oul 1o the iribal people, ocause Lhey are successiul
in communicaling wilh Lhe [ribal people in comparison o
newspaper, |V, radio—which ate mediym for the govenmment
to aware prople abont sehenes, programs and policivs (Behera,
L. 20710 1 haos also Leen stodied thot theie is lack of nlerecl
und resources tn the Governmaent sector which has increased
the jrap e treatment, muedical facility, modicing, Tor Lribal’s
health. NCGOs i the other hand net only haelp to bridee those
s, bulalso croale lowe cost reploalle inodels of health care.

[howgh MEOs have successfully 2ul on ellosls o wide range
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of areas however some special area such as drug & alcohol
abuse, psychotic conditions, mental health, schizophrenia and
dementia etc. among tribes are matter of concern for the NGOs.
Hence various programmes and activities such as awareness,
community care, rehabilitation center, treatment, research
training, capacity building and lobbying (Patel, 2010) are done
in those direction. As India strives towards becoming a more
egalitarian society, health of marginal section of the society
has become a significant issue and health education has
become a serious factor in reaching its goal. Some noted NGOs
have developed the concept of ‘Health Modernity” to be
implemented in the tribal areas (Shah, 2010; Ratna, 2009).
Hence, the demands for NGOs are gradually increasing. On
one hand, there is a demand from the tribal & backward
community for such types of agencies; whereas on the other
hand, there is interest to promote the development of such
community under voluntary framework of individual (Bhaker,
2014).

Therefore, it is matter of study to find out what are the causes
that gives rise to NGOs. At this backdrop, the following issues
were undertaken in the objective of the study.

Objectives

1. To study the reason of growth of NGO in numbers.

2. To study the role of NGO- A case from grass-root level.
Methodology

In this paper both primary and secondary data have been
used. For the primary data sample NGO was selected on the
basis of snowball sampling method; where small pool of initial
informants nominates through their social networks, other
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participants who mest the elipthilibe eriteria and potentinlly
comtribure oy this smdy @ hence the NGO TP mpuere Adiboe b
Makila Swmity™ wes selected, This NGO 15 located at
krighnanagar, AparizlaWoszl [Nsiricl ol Iripara, The dala was
collected through intervicw schedules, where e inlerviower
recorded (he answors inagel ol glruciered questions, oreowor,
case sludy melthod iz used as 2n ompirical ongquiry [hal
vestgales Lhe conlemporaty phenomonon by wsing mulliple
gources ol ovidence (Yin 148N As sorondary sourco, various
journals, books, arlicles, newspapers, weasiles and reparls have
boen uzod, (o collect dala and lacls,
Findings

The rikal population af India iz 5.6% of [he counliv’s Lolal
population [Censuz, 20 1), This commmunily is congidered Lo be
economically and socially kackward and disadvanlaged, The
majorily of The tribal ar qileesi is Iiving in Lhe remole loresls or
hills, which resulls in thelr detachument frome e sest of e
Civiliealion. ‘Therelore thoy remain backward parlicularly in
luralth, cdwcatlion and socic-coonomic aspocls (Najunda &
Driresha, 200015, The widespread  poverly, ilileracy,
malnuleition, absence ol sale dricking walor and sanilalion,
poa Nving condilions, peor maternal and child healll sorvices
et ate seen in the many states of India, In Ivipura, malnutrition
and health infrastrecture specifically need severe foous (The
Iripura Human Developmeonl Reporl, 200070, Tn this conbext,
MG can plav a role ol lalson; where Lhey can breech Lhe
commuication baceier anc seach e necdy in rhe iselated areas

"lvipurd Adibushi Mahili Sty was established in wsowear 7983 undor
Lhe alewardahip of Sl Anurapo Mukheries and remisieend iin e
sl 194 uinder Mikhil Bharal Mahila Samily ardd Kaslueba Gandho
Memarial Trosl
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to provide the government schemes and policies for tribal
welfare. According to Ministry of Tribal Affairs for the FY 2016-
17 total fund allocated for the tribal welfare was Rs. 3573.24
crore (upto 31.12.2016) which is 74.44% of the budget estimates
which has been increased to 3972.28 crore (upto 31.12.2017)
which is 74.95% of the budget estimates for the FY 2017-18. The
funds were allocated for the following activities:

# Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS)-Recurring and
Non-Recurring cost.

# Addition to existing building infrastructure of secondary/ Sr.
secondary School.

% Construction of Girls and Boys Hostels.

# Adoption and Extension of commercial and traditional crops
to augment tribal household income.

# Soil Health management and moisture/water conservation
measures.

# Promotion of organic farming.

# Setting up nurseries of fruits, flowers, vegetables including
polyhouse, greenhouse farming.

# Practice and promotion of growing horticulture products with
forward linkages like warehousing, processing, etc.

# Promotion of poultry as income generating activity with both
backward and forward linkages.

All these facts and figures are quite evident that central
government has put on all the efforts for the welfare activity of
the scheduled tribes of India which are channelized to the states.
The state of Tripura, in particular, focuses on education, besides
playing an active role in other welfare activities of the tribes,
which gets reflected in the percentage of their academic
performance of EMR School in AISSE (10+) under CBSE, New
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Delhi which has kept 1005 snccess inalmost all the yvaars.
Arademic pertarmance of FMIE Schonls in AISSCR (1280) under
CBEE, Wew Delhi {upto Academic veor 20010-17) were on an
avorage 0% ol Lhe appearcd =ludonls who passed Lhe
cxdmindlion, Includicg some good munaer of sludonls having
lirs| division (Hefor Fakle 1 & 2, Lindoubledly, lhese facls rellocl
the succcss slonry of Lhe governmoenls (holh conlral and slale]. AL
the zame lime a questicn coerges. [y 2l the eibal students gel
e bonclil o such palicy? hereis also a signilicand gapin lemale
litgraoy above he age of Tyears who are maal v illiterale (Human
Dovelapmenl Eoparl, 207, p13)

Moreove, if we look at the Gross Frvolment Katio for
arheduled trile aludents of 20145-17 hased on (he VIHEI reparl,
wo lind |[hal only 15.4% ol the 51 sludonls crralled Tar Lhe
higher eciucalionin (olal, whereas lemale enrollnen| was only
14.2% and male 76,7% [Kelor Table 3); which shows Lhal
somovhero there is a lacuna, The queslion thal arises here is
thal, tnspile of cnosmous wellane aclivilies Indllaled and
implemented Ty the cenlral government and slale gowvornomenl
huw such paps Das been crealed? Due Lo soch unfilled pap,
Lhe NGO posilion groves cnormedsly bolhoguantilatively and
qralitalovely., The cawses of such paps may e doe Lo
unawareness, remete location, earning as a priority, health
iwaves, financial instability, Tifestyle, fear of aooeptancs,
malnulrilior, language karrier, and =0 om,

The manilestalion ol BMOD, civil socigly ar grass rool
orpalizalion beping whore there 1s a pap between govenment
mitiabves and sach deprived socieles imawarenoes, The NCOs
in such cascs play a signilicant role Lo aware Lhe waware, reach
(he un-reached, provide the desrivied, edustate he onedocaled,
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nourish the unnourished and breech the barrier of language-caste
and sex. These are the reasons which lead to materialization of
true spirit of NGO which are growing in leaps and bounds. Such
an exemplary work of NGO can be seen in the state of Tripura,
where an NGO named as Tripura Adibashi Mahila Samity is
working persistently.

Tripura Adibashi Mahila Samity was the pioneer NGO in the
state of Tripura which was established in the year 1953 by some
local enthusiastic women of Agartala who were keen to take
up the responsibilities to help women in the slums, hills, and
remote areas of the state and uplift their socio-economic
conditions.

The Samity has completed its 60 years and is still continuing
its services in the field of education, infrastructure, cultural and
income generation sector. Mostly the women and children are
benefitted from different projects run by the Samity. The
objectives of the Samity in brief are :

i) to spread education among the tribal and downtrodden people
of Tripura.

ii) to eradicate the problems of deprived people from different
community living in the remotest areas of the state through the
implementation of various community development programs/
schemes.

iii) to develop the condition of the marginalized groups especially
women, children, and deprived sections of the society through
various self groups and income generating schemes.

iv) to develop the sense of self-esteem among women through
awareness.

This Samity caters and serves relentlessly to all marginalized
and poor people in general and some of the tribes such as Jamatia,
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Reargr, Kolot, Tripure e particulue. Throagh thoeie varioos
progtra s, activities 8 servioes! such as:
% Hesidenhal Schoal fir Tribal Girls

Tl ugzation formes the backbaome of the society, This Samity took
the challenge of educating deorivad brinal gmivls and bring them
in main stream of the society. TTenee a scheol wes established?.
In this schonl frikal girls whe are deprived and financially pore
were provided educatiom along with roading, lodging, srabomery,
unilaro, ole with Lhe sid of Ministey of Tribal Allaics. Aparl [rom
avadermic knowledire the students of the school table part o
varwis com petitwn and co-corecular ackee tees soch as o, susy
writing, field tripy, excuriion, dance, songs, ehe This school
errolled 10 stedents (See Table 43 HID 2004 out of which 153
students appeared in madhvamik examimatiom n which 12
shuderty passad the svam an 20004, In other words, over 0% of
the stud ents pass the exam cut of which fwo stodents saccesstolly
secured 2% division wilh [he care and suprorl ¢ Lhe Samily,
# Shorl Slay Home

2y el or Shorl Slay Home of the Samily provides
lemyporary sholler & counscling o all those weomen who are U
viclins ol rape, comeslc violence, human Leallwhking and
e ed methers also where send to such Hooe b the “Tripura
Woionmen Cuomeission’, "Tripura Sam) Kalvan Parishad’, “Sama)

Sevi Pratisthan® tripura police ard pacical Departroents. During

' The Prograras and Achviles of Tepurea Adibashi Mahila Semily are
Lakiry upin (e v oar 2007,

FAnurupe Avodemnr establisked in the vear 2006 and aifilialosd undor
I'ripura Brard of Sreondery Bduceation (IB5H] e the wear 20000 This
selarol enrollad 100 sudonts W 2004 oul al wkich 133 ndons appearod
in Madhvamik Exarimalion.
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the stay, the inmates are counseled and trained in tailoring,
embroidery, artificial flower manufacturing, incense stick, candle,
envelope & toy making, beautician courses, mushroom
cultivation, book bindings, etc. to make them self-employed in
their life. Presently the home consists of 23 adult inmates and
seven infants out of which four women are working as assistants
in beauty parlours in Agartala. In the year 2014 five newborn
babies of the inmates were handed over to Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) to arrange for their adoption. The Home
provides regular medical checkups of the inmates as well as
provides medicines as-and-when required. Moreover, new
clothes are also provided to the inmates and children during
Durga Puja and Bengali New Year.
# Creche Centers

Three Créche Centers operates for the children of tea garden
workers of Kalachhara, Gopal Nagar Tea Garden under
Mohanpur block and Lefunga Para under Lefunga block. 75 tribal
children are being benefitted in the center by providing nutritional
food, medicines, etc. Kichdi, dalia, fruits, puffed rice, milk,
cornflakes, eggs, soyabean are provided to the children regularly.
Couple of Creche are also very active at Radhnagar and
Abhoynagar, where similar facilities and service are provided.®
% Jan Shikshan Shasthan

One of the services provided by the NGO ‘Jan Shikshan Shasthan’
organize vocational training’ for livelihood upgradation project

through training in on beauty culture, machine embroidery,

¢ Information based on 2014 Annual Report of Tripura Adibashi Mahila
Samity.

7 Through Jan Shikshan Shasthan project 1,887 tribal women had received
vocational training in the year 2014.
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garment making zari works on dress materials, pote hasd crafts,
hark printing, applique work, food pressrvation teehnioque to the
inmabes oF the N, The most important feature of thas project is,
it reaches o Lhe maosl deprived and wiclims of socicly in Lae rural
alud remole arcas 2y organizing varions canpalgns.
# Child Line Project
Mo Samily i working as Lhe Modal Agency of Childline,
Agarlala. Some of the aclivilics perlormecd 200
=(Ine |raining was organiFod lor Lhe Ureche molhers and
wrorkers in Lthe Creche Conlers on 2000 Apgeal, 206, on nuarluring
lhe infanis and clilcren,
wn pwarteness programimes or Child Rights were organized
kv Childline, Agarlala and furded by Uripora Slale Commission
lor Fraloclion of Child Kighls an 23* clober, 2076 al
lanmejornagar |15 Schaol, Belbari Mock,
B 374 Oclober, 2014 a1 Jalindra Kr, HiS5chool, Kasl YMeagaon
Landless Colony under @1d Aparlala Block, various issoes Tilae
Child Labouws, Child Frallicking, and Child Marriage relaled
[ssues were discussed by e Besoures porsons.
St Inbd e 5o Duslt” campaizn ooganiaed on Children’s Day
veds ohservod by Le ranch of e Samly.
# Olher Propranmes

Apart from all the programs mentioned aaove, the Samity
oramized several awareness campaigns fur the peor f
marginalizod [ribal women, Some ol Lhe awareness programs are
s lolows
= Awareness pencialion progran on Police Accommtakility was
orgamzed® at Pranpgbar Block mnder houth Tvipuara Districl,

#Flhe Propram wras orpanized wilth the apomsorship ol Tripura Peline
Avcrrnlability Comimiasion
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> Awareness generation program on Police Accountability was
organized’ at Myung Bekereng High School, Tulashikhar Block,
Khowai District.
> Awareness program on ‘Prevention of Crime Against Women’
was organized'® at West Rajnagar High school, Tulashikhar Block,
Khowai District The resource person discussed in length
regarding the role of local people as guardian to prevent the evils
of the society against women such as dowry, child marriage,
trafficking, desertion, witch hunting etc.
> Awareness program on ‘Prevention of Crime Against Women’
was organized' at Esrai Bazar under Hezamara Block, Mohanpur.
Conclusion

Since Independence, government has undertaken various
programmes and schemes for the tribals of the country to uplift
their socio-economic condition of the deprived and backward
community of the society in general and the tribes of India in
particular. In Tripura there are 19 tribes consisting of 11.67 lakhs
of population (Census, 2011). The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has
initiated many socio-economic development schemes and
programs to uplift their livelihood, education, and to prevent
crime against women, etc. However, some lacuna still exists
which prevents such schemes and programs to reach to those
who need them the most. Such gaps exist because of the
remoteness of locality, illiteracy, language barrier, infrastructure,
etc. Hence the role of NGO emerges, which is also known as

? The Program was organized with the sponsorship of Tripura Police
Accountability Commission

1 The Program was organized with the sponsorship of Tripura
Commission for Women

' The Program was organized with the sponsorship of Tripura
Commission for Women
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“Third Force” afber Sociulism ard Commuonism o wlneh aee furstand
second foroe of society. Therefore the PMGOS ackas Tiadson bubaesn
government Al deprives] seebor of the wioetye, which fres fo
aware the unaware, reavh the un-reach, provide the deproved,
educate the unedueated, nourisk the malrutition’s and bresch
the harrier of lanmare-caste and sex T seens clear that 0G0
has a greater rols ke play not arly throuagh awareness campaign
an health, fights and educaton, bot alse by providing education
o enbance GUEIR al higher ecducalion and also provide various
skills by Trve life with self-respect. Moreowver, MG has the
carabiliby t cnepure, maotevate and change the minmd set for and
towenrde comstrustve work, That is what exictly the pionesr NCA
af the shabe “Trora Adihusio Mafula Seoeite™ ™ has been doing
ralentlassly. Their sprvice in the ferrm of nesi derbal schoaol, crache,
Shott Stav Lome, skill development projacts, awareneass
campaigns are operatngin parallel to ome another so that all the
deprived and marginalized seclors in general and Lrilhal =romen
in parlicular can ko benelilled, They are lighling nol only Lo
provide therighls ol Trikal Womon wwho wiors rapod, waere wiclims
ol lrallicking, burnl and tortared [or dowey, coscelion, cle. bul
alsorweorking hand W ahange e mindsel ol some eibos reearding
witch hnting due to which many bl seeinen woere tortuaca
unid slaughterad. Therefore, MO plays a sipnificant oale thal of

a laisom behwem soverminant ard these bribal paople.

“Tamrceny hank the member(s] of “Trivt Adibasid Makila Samiin”,
wehoralur'y provide rme the valuable Lo ol alse vavions inamys and
data regarding he tribes of Tripura and thedr instilatiomg, Dalsohank
Wrs. Dekbanjana € hakeabarae & Mrs, Ankila ¢Chakeborly e eand aeling
Lhe Enleesricss, wehithon L wrhoey this paper weould be incoenplele. | alare
Lhank Mra. Maumila Ty e hee val able supeestoen and L.
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Annexures :

Table 1: Academic Performance of EMR Schools in AISSE (10+)

under CBSE, New Delhi
EMR School| Academic Year|Students |Students Remarks
Appeared|Passed
2007-08 55 55 *100 % success.
(1st Batch) * First Division-9 Students
2008-09 41 41 * 100 % success.
(2nd Batch) * First Division-21 Students
2009-10 39 39 *100 % success.
(3rd Batch) * First Division-17 Students
EMR 2010-11 53 53 *100 % success.
School,B.C. | (4th Batch) * First Division-38 Students
Nagar, [2011-12 46 46 *100 % success.
Santirbazar, | (5th Batch) * First Division-29 Students
South 2012-13 68 68 *100 % success.
Tripura (6th batch) * First Division-36 Students
2013-14 73 73 *100 % success.
(7th Batch) * First Division-71 Students
2014-15 75 75 *100 % success.
(8th batch) * First Division-68 Students
2015-16 63 63 *100 % success.
(9 Batch) * First Division-63 Students
2016-17 66 66 *100 % success.
(10* Batch) * First Division-36 Students
EMR School, 2008-09 26 26 *100 % success.
Khumulwng, (1st Batch) * First Division-11 Students
2009-10 41 41 *100 % success.
Jirania, 1 o \d Batch) * First Division-41 Students
West 2010-11 75 75 *100 % success.
Tripura (3rd Batch) * First Division-72 Students
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Table 2 : Academic Performance of EMR Schools in AISSCE
(12th) under CBSE, New Delhi (upto Academic year 2016-17)

EMR School| Academic Students |Students Remarks
Year Appeared| Passed
2009-10 44 31 *70.45 % success.
(1st Batch) * First Division-24 Students
2010-11 32 21 *65.62 % success.
(2nd Batch) * First Division-8 Students
2011-12 29 26 *89.66 % success.
(3rd Batch) * First Division-14 Students
EMR 1201213 42 2 *100 % success.
School,B.C.| 41 Batch) * First Division-35 Students
Nagar,  15013-14 44 38 *86.36 % success.
Santirbazar, (5th Batch) * First Division-29 Students
South 1501415 60 46 *76.67 % success.
Tripura (6th Batch) * First Division-19 Students
2015-16 62 37 *59.68% success.
(7th Batch) * First Division-18 students
2016-17 47 36 *76.60% success.
(8th Batch) * First Division-20 students
2010-11 23 23 *100 % success.
(1st Batch) * First Division-19 Students
2011-12 36 36 *100 % success.
EMR School, (2nd Batch) * First Division- 31 Students
Khumulwng, 2012-13 58 58 *100 % success.
Jirania, (3rd Batch) * First Division-51 Students
West 2013-14 46 23 *50 % success.
Tripura (4th Batch) * First Division-15 Students
2014-15 39 29 *74.36 % success.
(5th Batch) * First Division-19 Students
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Table 4 : Students enrolled and passed in the different classes

Class |No. of Students Enrolled | No. of Students Passed
VI 21 21
VII 25 25
VIII 25 25
IX 18 10
X 13 12
Total 102 93

Source: Annual Report, 2014 of Tripura Adibashi Mahila Samity
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The Role of NGOs in Responding to Halam’s
Identity Distortion

Thomas Molsom

Introduction

The ever-increasing ethnic identity crisis is indeed a product
of social change or part of transformed society. There are always
so many factors at play, not to deny external forces like
colonialism, modernization, migration and globalization has
brought intensified transformation in identification of oneself
(Qadri, et al;2015) especially among the marginalised groups,
along with it new changing contour of ethnicity have evolved
rapidly in the contemporary global context. In this globally allied
and malformed society, identity seem to be overused in different
domain, perhaps for various utility, be it in virtual or digital world
or be it culturally or socially constructed various identities. But
what if anybody or any other cultural groups decides your
identification or recognition for you by distorting your identity.
Many studies have attempted in understanding and
conceptualizing the issues of ethnic identity, particularly on
various nomenclatures given by outside members of the
community. Notwithstanding after understanding or knowing
the issue no consideration has ever taken in renovating the
distortion of ethnic identity. Consequently this distortion is
alarming as the days gone by especially regard to the
marginalised groups. Rather attempted, having this in mind, to

argue the cause of this issue I am more intend to ask a question
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ar perhaps to communicabs throneh this small paper that sinee
T NETEAM G ToT ANy Tennvabing is taking place cem any on-
Crovernmenty | Chrganization be the mstremental for uplifting or
re-pairing (hose dizlorled Blmic Identilies, whoze idonlily
deliborately or weorsciously aeen hwmilialed. [herclore, my
primary concernsd are nol lho=oira gmon|od idenlilics whicharne
comslrucled virlpally or digilally nor any socially crealed gendor
ldenlitbes bul whal 1 intend o deal s mainly perlaining Lo
disiorlod elhmic idenlilics laccd by margimalizod groups, ol Lo
dorw, of course, many lileralures had araued ard made diserse
azsumplions rogard lo constricled ragmenled idenlilics ang ils
Crigis, Many have argued that meve reasoms of constrocting
idenlilies are rnainly lor pelilical inleresl ar gzin (hal led (o (he
idenlilios lragmentation Lo wehich the idenlily Iragmenied have
resulled hecause some exletnal lommes [hroueh social inleraclion
{lonking 20011; Harriol 20013 Hall of al 1992 Woodward 200},
When wo nepotiale willr oue cultural o othnic identification
v sLmply lor abaul ot idenlily hat becones a maller ol whal
w share wilh other peaple. Bul when youwr identily s aleeady
Luen dastor lee wnder vioiows nomenelalore whal weill o sl
wilhh people, which identity would you be laking inla
aclnow lody mert for voursell Ad a resull. uncerlainly s bioughl
abont apathy for a stromger cultural idendfcation ameng the
communiky leading to fatlure in deciding “Wha am T for be?,
‘helonging lewhich communily? bul many & bmes it is failec o
camprelend abeul how mareinalized groups are alruggling 1o
be lound themeselves and malwe careection their distorted
idenbibies. [Eso happens due e adverse affarl ol one’s recagnilion
communily merbers may slop Lhinking regard o thelr olluic
idenlily or somelimes an individual have boconte of his owen
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personal biography representing his own new merger identity.
Halam community of Tripura, unfolding to the above whispered,
demonstrate the exact exemplar for their ethnic identity remains
distorted and there have been shown a great problem in
recognition in term of ethnic identity. More or less ethnic groups
belonging to the state of Tripura has identity issues. The ethnic
group of Halams are found to be more critical with major identity
distortion. Recently, however, Halams are found to be re-
constructing their fractured or distorted identity, the possibility
upshot merely because of some community association or not-
profited organisation’s initiative. Therefore, it would be
reasonable to enquire whether the possibility could be making
to the complete rectification of identity distortion or maybe to
re-build with the help of any associations or non-governmental
organisations as distorted identities has brought great community
bewilderment and challenging. This study is merely meant for
minority groups of Halams, whose identity has been frequently
distorted, challenge, debate but never revives and remains still
underemphasized. Tripura is the land of different ethnic tribes
with diverse sub-tribes carrying out their own unique identities.
Of the 19(nineteen) tribes in the state, Halam is one of the major
ethnic tribe consisting of diverse ethnic sub-groups.

Halams: Past and Present

Linguistically, Halams belongs to the Old Kuki groups.
According to the study of Thomas Halam (2014) it is difficult to
point out where the Halams where inhabited in the past.
However, there are some evidences which tell that all the ethnic
groups belonging to the Halam community have come from the
place called Khurpuitabum. The census report of 1340 T.E tells
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that tha [Talame wers oripginally the inhabitanks of Kook bom
{Malzm, 24, 111 b addition, for many wrifings of various
scholirs TTalams wene considered vnder various appellabons and
considercd Lo boe migralod Tram fanipur and | uzhai Hillg (nonse
Mizoram. For example, Cricrson acknowlodgos Lhemas old Kk
who had onee inhabiled in Maripur bul aller sellling in‘I'ripura
came [0 e known as Haierns or pul undoer one convmumily.
Halams wore acknow ledged by dilleront rames unceor diflerenl
appellalions such az “kpigs”, TLeshgr’, "Rhongz’, “Keaiee Ui
kv different people (Malsaom 2019, Tusl like other Chin-Kuyki-
Mima, selonging lo dilferen| groups of Halams Lheir progonilars
had sprong ot from K Tl also known as sinluig, 16
is generally believed |hal Ky Nalong meaning a gianl hole
al [he Bighyng ora large cawve in [he carlbool Tialaeg coverod b a
rocky slab, which is supposed o 22 somewhere in [he soulhwes]
al China {lalsim, 2012), Recause meaning of (he word Kl
Tlatugny s cxaclly sionilar o e word Shoovgod Tapoow of the
Haviglony, Heveghtions (Hrangklawls), Sakiciess and olles ald Bk
groups of Trpura, who 2o presenlly breatlung wnder Halam
cenounuily, Bvwdently, the prosent Halaees Tike many olhuer Chan

feiiet Adizo eibes Lraces Lelr ovigin beoum Lhe same slone caee called
Srvilenz. Halams wore also knovwn o Do Aig Bwids and in twe
state like Meghalave and MNagaland the | lalarns were knowem to
b * Kleelrri”. The likeral manmingg of el s potsider” in kachari
dialecl (Halam 2014, 71), D the loerilary of Tripura, a majority
ikl group the Lripurds addeesses Lhem as “Sikan’, (Singh ad,
2002, anc Lhe lripura king allvibules them as (labim, ot
sigmificantly, none of seh-tribes of 1 lalam like o be zddressed as
Kukis or Halams nor any olher appellalions (Lo meosl exlonb) bul
Hyp=giry or Rigin ar Heme meaning ‘man’ (K. Hrangkhaw! 7006,
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Lalsim 2012). The word ‘Hre-em’ or ‘Riam” implies not only to
this or that particular ethnic groups but their entire brethrens
Chin Kuki Mizo groups.

The term ‘Halam’ had derived from the Kok-Borok language
i.e. comprised of two words “Ha” meaning land or earth’s surface
and “lam” meaning path or road, combining both the term denotes
to path or land to earth. (Malsom, 2019; Halam, 2014). According
to Bhattacharya (1983), Halam is refers to those Kukis who shows
a great submissive and loyalty to their new master (Perhaps after
migration) in order to protect a land as their means of subsistence.
Because in recognition of the service of loyalty and submission
of those old Kukis (now Halam), the king of Tripura used to hold
a great community dinner on the night of Vijaya Dasami called
‘Hasam -Bhujan every year, bearing meaning which “Hasam”
means a Soldier and “Bhujan” means a feast or banquet. This great
banquet of Hasam-Bhujan was celebrated just to honour his old
kuki soldiers who are now recognize as Halam. Halams were
the strongest base of Tripura king’s army. Therefore, this
particular celebration is meant only to those kukis in a tribute to
their loyalty and submission. It is merely for their loyalty to the
king a new appellation was given i.e. Halam (Malsom 2019;
Bhattacharya 1983).

Different source shows regarding the sub-tribes under the
Halam community: - Morsum, Rangkhol, Koloi, Kaibeng,
Bongshel, Rupini, Korbong, Thangachep and Chorai (F.
Hrangkhawl 2016), which unambiguously shows that the term
Halam was just an appellation, does not represent to any
particular ethnic group. According to the oral sources the term
Halam was giving by the king of Tripura as already mentioned.
However, most of the sub-tribes belonging to the community of
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TTalam dor’t cemsider themselves as TTalams ot as TTee-mn, B,
i frrom s aAlveady mention in ree preceding lnes. Pethaps only
tor preferential reference they do called themuelves as TTalame,
Ancording Lo Lhe Majmala the sulb-groups of Halams are Kanglong,
kolsom, Rangkhel, Kolol, kaipeng, Fupini. Dap. Khulong,
Chorgi, Langkai, Bongcher, ‘Morzerhang and Korong {Halam,
A, 12, Currently, Aglgae dwelled indillerent parl of (he Indian
slales such as Uripuzsa, Mi-oram, Manipus ancl Assam and also
in [ho neighbouring counlsy of Myanmar (K, Hrangkalnal, 2016),
Tn Tripura mairly sub-groups o Halam are found in differeny
dizlricls such as Soulh, Khawai, Scpalijalz, Comali, 1halai,
Linakati ang Morth 1ripura, kEvidently | lalams, wiho were garlisr
krowen Lo ae QN Kakis, idenlily have zlready been gilled wilh
dilferenl appellalions, Lo lhemare hargh, al preser) Lheir idenlily
i5 been humilialed under various nomenclalure b (he Feedless
glale adminisiralion which are ovident o (hoge corlified fszucd
documents and never boen accentualod approprialely roepard Lo
b all sub-groups ol Halam Many conleoworsies and conlusion
arigcs regarding derivalion of e lerm Hafes, Many derivalive
mearing aoe preseiled aed debaloed, Tueeever, =0T Tadled Lo
procuce a sulliciond justilicalion regarding e derivalive
meaning of he lerm Halam.

Respomdingg te Dhatorted Ethnic ldentities

Rogardless Lo The proceding line currently Tlalama's Ethmic
Ldentily is being londlialed woeler vaclous nomenclalures, deapile
alovady being exdsled various idenlily appellations in ke past,
there hes baem idembity distortion leadimg to Lhe submergence of
the idenlilty uncer bigger ar slronger culluweal groups. Lhese
idenlily dislorliens have destroved glovious ol Halam's hislory
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under various appellations, also its language leading to the verge
of annihilation. Due to this ever-increasing phenomena the
member of the communities are in deep perplexed as their identity
is being humiliated. The reason being perplexed because their
current appellations are not serving the real meaning or does not
define accurately to their common ethnic Identity but rather
mounting more difficulties and chaos among the communities.
Consequently, proper ethnic socialization is losing down leading
more to identity distortion. For example, minority groups of
Halams were acknowledged as Kukis by the Bangalees, the
Cacharis addresses them ‘Lushai’, the Manipuris called them
‘khongjais’, as matter of fact, in the early Sanskrit texts they have
been recorded as “kirates’, in Chin hills generally on the Burman
border all their clans are called ‘Chins’, and in Tripura, the Tripuris
the majority of tribal groups addresses them as “Sikam’. (Singh
ed, 2002), and the Tripura king accredited them as Halam. But,
presently various groups of Chin-Kuki-Mizos are breathing under
one umbrella community of Halam. Despite of the said preceding
line, their identities becomes more distorted because not only
socially or academically these communities are acknowledged
under various nomenclatures but also in their certified
Governmental documents, identity distortion has resulted regard
to their community tag. Officially the number of Halam
communities is varies, however, the group claimed to be ‘Baro
halam’(Twelve Halam), but their sub-groups names are not
convincingly produce (Debnath 2010).

Essentially many studies have already conducted, these
phenomena have already seen limelight, but no elucidation or
no correction is captivating from the state administration rather
there has been shown a steady growth of identity distortion,
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which the cormumity members could do nothine inordar o
preseryve o Tetain their erhnic Identity, it fact, smms commmmnity
members have already start accepbing whatever the Covernment
havosol up or docidoed lar Lhom, Mo rosporsos are mado it ordor
Lo mcasiee up this particular phienomenon. As e commuunilios
are alroady confused considering their Blhnic Idenfily, also
humilialcd inlelleclually, some membors of Halam communily
have developed a steong, dislibe [oe Lheit presenl nomenclaliee
and Ir¥ing o rebuild Lheir elhmic idenlily, Regard 1o [heir
commormess ¢f cullural or clhnic idenlily some mvlls or oral
litgralure will e required lo oojeclivily werilied and corrocled in
certair aspects, becanse there are some historical evidences thar
aupporled Lo peep inlo (he mallers and Tacls o lind oul the proper
noamenclalure ol the Halam communilios of I'ripura, Boal
unlorlunalely there iz no one o lake Lhis inmvenliveness o make
revilalizalion of elhric idenlily, Since Lhere have boon shown (e
fadureof he stale admonistealion of census officials o pecg inlo
thiz maller. Theeclore, considering Lheir idenbly dislorlion and
mwerper vwill dilfesent commibics the members or ool li-cliode
ul communibivs are poog hiroogh seriows wdenlily coses, As
Fanplong (2019, "Uripara Lirowes) opinedd Ll bese olunie pronss
are oificially compelled woidenlify thomselves oa comimunily
with which the state govemment had merged them, Perhaps
sharing some culture values, thromgh aral Fistories approprinte
plhnic zacialization could be comverved Lo Lhe community. But as
these marginalised groups of Halam merged wilh cullurally
slrong orowps whial il pemains s only lhe offer made by the other
aros for theny b Bl who they are, consequenlly marginaliscd
aroups has reach Lo The werge of distorlion or adsinlerprelalion
al their acluzl cullural idenlily.
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However, over last few years some youths and learned
generations realizing the need for revitalization of an ethnic
identity some associations or non-profited organization are
evolving as a machinery to re-shape or make correction to those
distorted Identities within Halam communities. For instance, the
Ranglongs and Hrangkhawls, sub-ethnic groups of Halam, with
their strong associations, have slowly recuperating their past
identities in the recent years. As Dr. Ranglong (2019, Tripura
Times) mentioned it that they have been very vocal on their
distinct identity as ‘Ranglong” and acknowledged their common
identity through diverse socio-cultural activities. The Ranglong
Youth Association (RYA), aregistered association under Societies
Registration Act, 1860, and the only umbrella organisation, have
been playing a big role for the socio-cultural uplift of the Ranglong
Community since its inception in 1994. (Dr. Ranglong 2019,
Tripura Times). Also the Hrangkhawls organisation of the ‘Roots
Youth Associations’ (RYA), have played a vital role in straighten
up the distorted identities. What is more decisive considering to
the distorted identity if the active consideration and modification
is not formulate, it can also lead to the risk of civil violence leading
to more conflict. As Dstby (2008) reports that diversity does not
increase the risk of civil violence. It is only where there are social

inequalities between ethnic groups that there is more violence.
(2008, 20)

Conclusion

Alas! Due to heedless contemplation in most of the society
identity distortions is alarming greatly in our society suffered by
particularly marginalised ethnic groups. There is always
anticipation that unless the respective state administration does
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not take some proactive measumes bo establish an acoeptable
jstificatiom o rhe FAer these pthmic groups comstantly e ke the
highest degree vickhms of injustice, Terhaps, hence, it would be
lairer (o ask whelhor Lhere are ar overall associalion or any
organisallon 1o bring resclulion 1o U problem ol cliuidc grovps.
Howepwor, il is wory rare 1o find gr poszibly proud |y o say [hal
willh Lhe help af soome associalionr Lhe dislorlion can bo rosalwvied,
IUis alze Lo Lhe highest degeoe thal i any cultueally sleong, grouss
condemn athor cullure groups, parlizularly minorily groups,
cvenlually marainalised groups would nel eser lasl long,
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Role of “Congregation of Holy Cross” in
Promoting Education among the Tribals of
Tripura

Sentienla

Education empowers. It is both a means and an end in itself. A
well-educated population, adequately equipped with knowledge
and skill is not only essential to support economic growth, but is
also a precondition for growth to be inclusive since it is the
educated and skilled person who can stand to benefit most from
the employment opportunities which growth will provide
(Tiwari, K.N. 2013). Thus any effort to achieve development of
any kind must include focus on giving quality education. In tribal
areas, it becomes an all the more important means by which tribal
people can escape the intergenerational cycles of poverty and
backwardness. And thus, the Government of India have taken
numerous educational initiatives. But being a big nation the
government alone cannot handle such an enormous burden,
therefore many organizations and institutions have come forward
to complement government endeavors in promoting education
especially in the tribal areas. Indeed, NGOs plays a vital role in
setting up educational institutes in what would have been rather
isolated tribal areas in Tripura, thus generating awareness and
capacity building among the tribes. Tripura is the 3" smallest
state in India and it is inhabited by different ethnic communities.
The tribal communities consist of 31.8 per cent of the total
population (Economic Review of Tripura, 2015-16). And most of

the tribal communities still live in hilly and forest areas of Tripura.
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The “Comgramation of TToly Cross™ i85 a society that has besn
imeHvred in both formal and nom-fomaal edaeation se that the
tribal children who are stiying in the remobe hilly and forest areas
can alzo have acoess Lo (he syslem ol oducalion,

L Iis present paperiries 1o assess e role ol Holv cross schools
inenhancing access o educalion in [ribal arcas of Tripura, And il
alsolrics loamalyee the role ol "A5H A Holy Cross” in promoling
Lvelihood suslainabilily hrough ndormal educalion Phe paper
iz a kazed on lacls galherod fromy bolh sooordary and primary
infgrmalion source, The primary dala was collecled 1hrough
inlorviows molhod,

The “Congregation of Holy Cross”

The "Congregalion of Holy Crosa® was lounded b br, Basil
Morcau in 1837, He belicved (hal Lo uplitl any broken socicly
and o achieve a baller and krvighter world, roulhz need o be
empowered through cducalien, Anc wilh The same vision, (he
Holy Cross Tathers stacled Lhe cducalion ministey In nocthea sl
ladia sooas W uplill e downlrodden seclicn ol Le population

The “Congregalion of Holy Cross™regizlered as “The Socicly
ul he Calbiers of Holy Croes™ n e slole of Tripora Tos boen
veorking Lor U cleseloprowenl of Uae Lol coompnindly incUripues
throuph the means of edecation cvon peior o Ws allainment of
statehood, The Socienr of the Fathers of |oly Cross has been
mvalvad in formal and nom-formal education, Tt has established
Mall-Nedged English moadium schools across the stats and also
provides nen lecmal cducalion through ils social wing called
ASHA
The thrust nf C&C pducatiomal palicy
1. Ihrgugh the fermal and nor-lormal educalior, 1L was hopegl
lo desselop Lhe phyvsical, spivilual, secial and moral values ol
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young people with a privileged focus on the tribal youth of the
Northeast and Tripura in particular, to keep the torch of literacy
burning in the remotest villages of Tripura.
2. To empower the poor and neglected youth of Tripura to be
economically developed and self-reliant.
3. To enable the tribal population to be aware and appreciate the
richness of their tribal values and attitudes and grow towards
social change.
4. Education of the whole person, educating their “hearts and
minds’.
5. Education of the whole person, educating them to be better
citizens and better human beings.
6. Knowledge aimed at formation of character above all.
7. Youth prepared for the responsible tasks of tomorrow, training
them in knowledge as well as in life skills.
Discussions and Findings :
A) Formal Education through Holy Cross Schools

The local people of Tripura held aspirations for the
development of their children and thus a need for formal English
medium education was seen as a necessity to reach that
vision.Most of the existing government Bengali medium schools
in the remote villages were non-functional and moreover,the
tribal students were not comfortable with the vernacular
language. Therefore, the establishment of English Medium
educational institutions became the utmost priority of the Holy
Cross Fathers as it would help in the integral development of the
neglected people of Tripura. It was a herculean task for the Holy
Cross Fathers to setup educational institutions especially in the
remote interior villages of Tripura. The physical inaccessibility
to hilly remote interior villages,problems of building the
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turmeil in the srare el 4 challenge in theit pndsavors, The
TTely Cross Tatkers rose against all these challenges with rigor
and enlhusizasm, and wonl 1o (he rural anc irlorior villages ol
Iripura and sel up educational instilulions of exoellonce whore
lhe sludenls could have casy access lo quzlily educalior wilhin
Lheir alfordable moans,

Ll liesl Cnelish Medivm school of the *Socicely of Lhe Fallers
ol Hely Urass™ was cslablished in 197000 Agarlalz, which iz none
amaong Lhe bezlscheels in Tripura, Then slesvly Fnalish AZdediom
Schools wore opened al Moharpara (1483, Kalhalchorsa (1957),
[nikarmaw (1985, Kodhjungmagar (1991, Panisagar (1994,
Kumarghal (2008]), lBaghasa [2012), Chailangla (2013},
Phumachitg (2014] anc reconlly al Tuichakma (2U17%, o 2008, a
college was slarled al lembucherra,

lable 1: Districl-wise distribulion of Schools
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the varied needs of their students. No doubt, the Holy Schools
have well-qualified teachers to educate the rural tribal students

from remote interior villages children. Thus the educators have
themselves been enabled in order to bring out students who not
only excel academically but also express themselves creatively
and develop critical thinking.

The Holy Cross Schools also provide good infrastructure
facilities. The students are not deprived of the essential facilities
like sports educations, extracurricular activities and basic
computer training classes. The access to computer lab indicates
that the village students are not deprived of the modern
technological advancement. “Smart classes” have also been
introduced in some of its schools which have enabled the students
to grasp and learn rather than mere rote learning. Indeed, the
contributions of the Holy Cross Fathers have played a major role
in the education of tribals who live in the remote villages, helping
them to surpass many social hurdles.

B) Non-Formal Education through “ASHA holy cross”

The Society of the Fathers of Holy Cross, Northeast India also
have an official development wing in the form of ASHA, the
Association for Social and Human Advancement. It was
registered as a Social Service Society in the year 1999. It was
established to enhance the informal education and development
works for the poor and other disadvantaged sections of the
societies so that they have a brighter future.

Concrete Action Plan for ASHA

# Leadership training programmes at various levels (Youth,
Students, Farmers, SHG leaders, Women groups)

# Vocational training programme for unemployed youth,
dropouts especially from the villages. It would include media
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mimistry, computer ednes Hen, ormmizational skills for leadersbap,

1., radic and aelt-pmplmvanent programmies, dooment: o froe

TToly Cross,

® Ungoing nelworking wilh like-mindod 00 and govornmen]

Organizalions.

# Sirenglhening Lhe Peaoo fnilialive programmes in schools

# [irecior of Asha Lo wizil Wizoram, Yeghalava, and Arunachal
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# Communizalion Conlre La be eslablizhed as ASHA fer rescarch
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1. Communily and Human Idevelopmen( Programs

Since s incepltion. ASHA Holy croas has boen arpanicing
walious kirwls of Commutuly and homan developmonl peog rams
[ocising on weomen. youlh, and school slwdonls.  Seminar on
Leadeasliup amd Porsonalily Developmaent Tad Teen arganieed
Lor the yeang Leacters of Tripura who are in scheels wilhoar aim
o boosl their sell-caleem and sell-awarcness, communication and
public speaking skills, ‘Trainings on career poidance were also
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programmes was to equip the youth to become self-sustained
and economically well balanced in their near future. The small-
scale business did help them earn their livelihood regularly and
this enabled them to meet their daily needs on a regular basis.
Besides they were also given spoken English training so as to
build their communication and business capacity.
2. ASHA Community College

ASHA Community College offers one year, six months and
three months diploma/certificate courses in computer to the
dropout youngsters as well as to those students who have less
access to compete with the computerized and mechanized world.
The trainees are recognized as IGNOU students as these courses
are registered under IGNOU community College Programme
(CODE No. CAS7906). Every year nearly 170 students pass out
from ASHA Community College and majority of them have got
placements and are earning for their livelihood.
3. Collaboration Works
a) NNET Activities - NETWORK OF NORTH-EAST TRIBES
(NNET) is a forum in which 10 NGO's from Assam and Tripura
are involved in the upliftment of Adivasi and Reang communities.
At present, in Tripura NNET is working in 20 villages under 5
centres i.e. the Holy Spirit sisters of Gandhacherra and
Mohorpara, Annecy sisters of Kamranga, Bethany sisters of
Kathalcherra and ASHA Holy Cross.The primary focus of NNET
in Tripura is the Adivasis and the Reangs of Dhalai and West
Tripura. NNET organizes various activities and trainings such
as youth leadership training, women leadership training, mobile
repairing training, tailoring and embroidery training, awareness
programs (on legal issues). Through these programs, many of
the Adivasis and the Reangs of Dhalai and West Tripura have
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berpme self-sufficdient and ecomomically well balanced as they
gatm their lvelihoes emilarly. besides, they have also beoome
aware of therr rights and enbitlernent and Fave storted demanding
lar Lthedr righls o (he governmen| allicialz Lhirough KT Act and
other leeal procedores.
B} s EED 1 acliwilios [~aovlh-Fagl Kural Liveliheed Projecl) - The
aimy was Lo improve rural Feelihoods especially Lthal of wwonen,
unemployecl youlh ancd the mosl disadvanlaged geoup in o
Morih-Fasl slales - Magaland, Viroram, Sikkim, and Tripuora,
And ASHA iz facilitaling [he projocl in the Teakoli districl of
Mol Tripura,
O TKY A - ASHLA in collaboration with fhe ylinismy of Roral
Pevelapmenl, Governmenl of India through 1KY & a Hangalore
Eazed skill developmor| company haz boen arganizing skill
developrmenl programmes lor Lha voulh of BPL Tamilies, A5l 1A
Lhrough TKY A i slriking hard le reduce Lhe level of
uncmployment in U slale.
dj 1RD P IG skill dewelopment progam s incollaboralion wilh
the slale gowvornrment of Tripura which implements slkill
duvelopmenl ooy ramnes s e Teld ul Basis compulier oo s,
Lagic elecleical and horee appliznees, mobile phone epairs,
wolding, masonsy cum rod Binding and driving (o0 e diopoul
youth of the primitive fribe Keang, According o 2013-14 Annual
Report of Asha TToly Cross, ombof 112 drop out vouth whajained
(his course 31k ol Lhem are driving dillorent vehicles, 15 of them
are working ncompaler cenlers and 18 clechrician studenis are
cnganecd in eleclrical worls of e «illages.
g1 ICAR (Indian Coundal of Aprienltural Recearch)y - AGHA in
collaboralion wilh ICAR - Lembucherra crganizes raining on
wormin.composl lar _:inglc- Women Suppar, Lroop Momaors and
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also provides support-system to start vermin compost trade in a
bigger level.
f) ASDET (Academy of Skill Development and Educational Trust)
-ASHA in collaboration with ASDET, Agartala provides
residential and non-residential trainings on tailoring and various
other skill trainings to enable the youth towards self-reliance and
future sustainability.
4. ASHA Summer School

Basic computer skills such as MS Office, typing, and internet
browsing are taught in ASHA summer school. And certificates
were issued at the end of the programme which ensured job
opportunities in any computer sectors.
Conclusion

Holy Cross Institutes are considered as the “Centers of
Excellence’. Today, it has 11 English medium schools across
Tripura which is serving a student population of over 8,000
approximately. These schools address the quality learning and
educational needs of the disadvantaged and deprived sections
of the society. It has also helped students to have access to
affordable secondary education which in turn have encouraged
many students to go for higher education. The school has indeed
empowered the poor and neglected youth of Tripura to be
economically developed and self-reliant as many of them are
either employed in the Government Service or are working in
big companies. The less privileged tribal students from remote
interior villages of Tripura would not have a chance without the
policy of the community of Holy Cross to go to the interior villages
and offer them English medium education as most excellent
educational institutions are located in the urban areas which are
not affordable for the tribal poor.In this light, there should be
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mote push kvwards setire ap mome wkonls in tke districts of
Sepdlvi-fala, Smith Trinra, and Gomab

The Seciety of the TToly Cross Tathers have contributed in the
non-formal cduczlion ol [he ribal populalion through ALHA-
itz social wing. Ihey have successlully provided socational
Irzinings lar [he unemployed voulhs, Lthe acheel dropauls, and
wromen which have propared Lhem 1o gel gainfully emiplovod in
b ecenomy. L has alzo collaboraled willy maiy other sl lions
which provide skill-bazed (rainings [hal erables Lhe tribal youlh
lowrards sell-reliance and suslairabilily,
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Determinants of Primary Livelihood Choices
among Kuki Tribes : An Empirical Analysis from
Tripura

Mrinal Kanti Deb
&
Dr. Arobindo Mahato

Introduction

Tripura is a small state of North-East India, which constitutes
30 per cent tribal population with total 19 sub-groups.
According to 2001 census report, there are 11,674 Kuki tribes
with only 1.2 per cent proportion of total tribal population in
the state (Census of India, 2011). This small ethnic group
witnessed having highest literacy rate, with 73 per cent of its
population, as compare to other tribal ethnic groups. The Kuki
ethnic group of Tripura is habitat in five Districts namely,
Unakoti, Dhalai, North Tripura, Gomati and Khowai District.
They are concentrated in Kailashahar, Dharmanagar and
Amarpur sub-division but of late they have spilled over
Kumarghat, Ambassa, Taidu, Teliamura, Sunamura,
Kanchancherra and Udaipur sub-division. The Kukis do not
call themselves as Kukis. They call themselves as “Hriem’. They
are known as Kukis to the Bengali’s and other people. The
Cacharis called them Lushais.

Since the ages tribal people live into the lap of forest as well
as nature. The culture and economy of the Tribal’s are highly
associated with nature. The nature is like worship for them.
Nature provides food and livelihood to them. In fact, there is

a symbiotic relationship between tribal livelihood pursuits and
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natural respurees like land, forest, miners | resoarees ete.
Conmeeprually  the term “livelihnod ™ demores the means,
entitlemnents, activities and ossets for people’s living, an effort
lo meel Lhevarious basic and cconomic nocessilios of lilgiHaan
or Soomers, 20023 Although agriculiure is considered the main
source of livelihoad in rural zreas of developing ccanamics,
the tranzformalive polontial of non-agricoliural livelihood
aplions has been inercasingly rocognieod over Lhe past Luee
docades{Rahman & Aklor, 2004), I'ribal populalion ol Tripura
are alzo nol bevond Thal porceplior, Once upon 2 Lime large
numbers of Iribal peapleos were shilling cullivalersilacally
knowen a3 Mimed), Although, large scale of [Thum cnltivators
have been diver|ad lowards Rubber cullivalion bul lelz of (hem
cmphazizmd lowsards alher non-agricul lural souroes 25 primary
lFwelihood, Lnder lhe circumslance, lhe sludy addresses Lhe
livelihood issues of Kuki Lribes,
Chjeclives & Methodology
The main obpeclives ol Lhe slucdy aee
L. To undersland the present patlern ol seimady Livelibood among
kouki Lribs.
2 Lo ideonlily the determinants of promary Lvelihood choboes
among kuki lribes.
I he methodology adopred iv guanfitative in order to deal with
omectives. The stucy completely stands on primary data.
Sampling Framewark
ln arder 1o conduct the study pucposive random samplirg
procedure has been adopled lor Lhe selection of tarzer
populabim frmn the universe. Eendmmly 105 households woro
covered, The dalz has beon collecled Lhrowgh Lield suvvey by
schedule,

oE



Determinants of Primary Livelihood Choices ... Tripura

Study area
The study was conducted in two Panchayats namely Howaibari
and Dhuptali.Total 53 Kuki households from Dhuptali Panchayat
under Kakraban RD block of Gomati district and rest 52
households from Hawaibari Panchayat under Teliamura R.D
block of Khowai district.
Analytical framework
All prevalent sources of livelihood among Kuki tribes have been
divided into two categories namely, agricultural livelihood and
non-agricultural livelihood. Since,dependent variable is
dichotomous variable binary logistic regression model has been
considered as appropriate model to meet with objective(Omay,
2010). Besides, it fits for both continuous as well as categorical
independent variables. The functional form of binary logistic
model may be written as equation 1

Pi
Z=In [1_—131] =a +fBX, + v, ++0X e (1)

Here, Ziisalogodds, dis constant,4,a, d are vectors of coefficients
of independent variables (see table 1), X, X,,,...X . and dis an error
term for i" households or respondents. In the above equation,
only change in log odds of the dependent variable calculates by
coefficients, not the change in the variable itself. Therefore, the
logit equation may be converted into odds ratio by using the
exponential function in order to make an easy interpretation. Now
the functional form of odds ratio may be written as equation 2.

Py
Odds ratio= [1—1::1]: platBR + VX ot + &) )
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TTere, odds rabin means the tabo of the prohab ity that the
homsehold o resomdenr will chooss agrirnlhoral activides as
primary source of livelihood fo the probability that the honsehold
ar regpondenl will choase non-agricul [ural aclivilics az primary
sowrce ol Ivcliheed. I e independent variable is dichelonwas
kv nalure Lhen exponcnlial of The respoctlive cocllicien] gives (he
praparticn of chango in adds lar shifl in (he given independent
vatiable and o case of conlinuous elependent variables bolh
o cact licionls and oxponenlial of coollicionls are associaled wilh
e effect of perunil chanage in [he given indepordent vaviable 1o
log, odds and edds ralie rezpoclively, e sign of coctTicien] of
both tvpes of verakles indicates the divection of change, After
reviewwing available lileralures relaled (o livelibood isgues lolal
12 rumbors of variables have boon idenliliod {seo lallel),
Fable ;1 Variable description

WVariallis Melcssur el Coapmevlend [ Relerengo:
HIpm 1_-}."+]
Demographic determinants
A YT + (Mahman &
Akter, 2I01)
Ciender of Drmmy, I (Mahman &
[ead of tha |1 if mals, Akter, 2M4)
houwseheld W pUuwerevisol
Tear of Toars + (Hahrman #&
sLlionling, Akler, 20014
Dreprenidene v | Tervente e I - CAhmed, 2005
ratinly awel
Ceoiomic delermindails
Larid-hfan [ CADrmed, Z00LE)
rirtac
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ration card

0 otherwise)

Annual Rupees +/- (Ahmed, 2015)
savings
Indebtedness |Dummy (1 if yes, |+/- (Khatun &

0 otherwise) Roy, 2012)
Type of Dummy (1if APL,|+ |—————

Infrastructural availability determinants

Good road |Dummy (1if yes, |+ (Saha &
condition 0 otherwise) Bahal, 2010)
Irrigation Dummy (1 if yes, |+ (Rahman &
facility 0 otherwise) Akter, 2014)
Electric Dummy (1 if yes, |+ (Rahman &
facility 0 otherwise) Akter, 2014)
Well trans- |Dummy (1 if yes, |+ (Saha &
portation 0 otherwise) Bahal, 2010)
facility

Results and Discussions

Largest sections of respondents belong to the age group 37-47
years but interestingly prominent sections among non-
agricultural respondents belong to 26-36 yeas age group (see table
2). Not a single respondent above 58 years age has been found to
have non-agricultural source of livelihood rather almost 29.8 per
cent of agricultural respondents reported about their age is 59
and above. Non-agricultural respondents are comparatively
younger with mean age 36 than agricultural counterparts with
mean age 49. However, overall mean age of respondents is 43.
The gender distribution is indicating domination of male
respondents regarding participation over livelihood. However,
participation of female respondents, with almost 41.7 per cent, is

comparatively better in case of non-agricultural livelihood than
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their apricultural commterparts. An inkeresting similaniby Fas been

witnessed i temms of family size. I both rategeries of Hveli oo

ophHons prominent numbers of respondents belong to 3-5

tncmmbers” lamily, lolloweod 27 6-4 membors” [amdly, Moan lamily
zize is also similar lor bolh calegoricos.
Tabkle : 2 Rasic profiles

Calegoey of primary livelibood of Respondenls | Aggregale
Apricullural | Mon=agricullural
Ape distribution
Up Lo 25 L (00 204 21,
78-3R G158 23 (47 9] (A0
1747 16 (26,1 18 (27 5) (32,4
45-54 13 (26,3] 5104 20019
5 & Above [ 17 (29.5] LR L7l
I'olal B7 (105 AR TOA{ T
¥ean age 4494 S d 42
Covnpder disloibulion
Male 427371 2B(33.3] J0 6.7
Tl 1a0 26.3) 2004°1.7) K Rk I
Tutul ST L0 AR} L0500
bamily aize
Up e 2 2033 e 5{4.5)
members
AR members | 55 (R 271503 R2(3t)
p-H mcnlbors | THIET6) 1633 3] F032)
0-11 members | 1V1E) Zid2 LRy
12 8 abore: |1 (LB ey 11)
rmembiers
l'alal JFI1) R (100 105 140)
Mean size a.24 ol 5.2
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Category of ration card
Antodaya 6(10.5) 8(16.7) 14(13.3)
BPL 21(36.8) 28(58.3) 49(46.7)
Adhoc-BPL | 1(1.8) 3(6.3) 4(3.8)
APL 29(50.9) 9(18.8) 38(36.2)
Total 57(100) 48(100) 105 (100)
Land holding size
Landless 6(10.5) 8(16.7) 14(13.3)
Marginal 51 (89.5) 40( 83.3) 91(86.7)
Year of schooling
No schooling | 14(24.6) 25(52.1) 39(37.1)
1-5 years 20(35.1) 12(25) 32(30.5)
6-8 years 6(10.5) 1(2.1) 7(6.7)
9-12 years 17(29.8) 10(20.8) 105(100)
Mean 5.5 3.5 4.6
Land-Man ratio
Mean 3.1 1.02 2.15

Source: Field survey, 2017 Note: Figures in parentheses indicate per cent

More than 50.9 per cent of agricultural respondents are
economically sound as they above poverty Line (APL) ration card
holder, whereas only 18.8 per cent non-agricultural respondents
have the same ration card. Rather largest portion of non-
agricultural respondents with almost 58.3 per cent proportion
come under the below poverty line (BPL) category(see table 2).
Maximum respondents from both categories are having marginal
land holding size and small proportions are found landless with
almost 10.5 per cent and 16.7 per cent from agriculture and non-
agriculture categories respectively. Agricultural respondents are
comparatively advance than the counterpart in case of mean year

of schooling with 5.5 and 3.5 years respectively (see table 2) and
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averall the mean vesr of schonling 5 4.6 Froportionally
prominenE mam bers of nom-agrion lhral respomdents domot have
any schooling with almost 52,1 per cent proportion as compare
o 2. por conl agricul lural rezpondenls wilhoul wohooling, The
prominent agriculiiwal resperdent group has primeary level (1-5
year of schoaling) wilh 35,1 por conl propartion, Creorzll larges!
numbers af responconls have no schooling with 371 por cont
praparlicn, lolleveed by 20005 per cenl proporlion havingonly 1-
3 veoars ol schooling, Fypecled v agricullural respondenis havo
high land-man ralio (3,13 as compare o (heir counlerpar (1.02),
Fresenl Dominand Pallern of Primary Livelihood

Wome than half of Tespordents with 31 3 per cent propotrhion
chaser agricullural aclivilies az their primary source al livelihood
and resl 457 por cenl rezpondenls chosor non-ggriculiural
aclivilies lor he same [lable 5], - caze ol agricullural livelihood,
rubber cullivalion has emerged as masl popular primary source
al livelihood with almost 45,61 por centahane, follow e by paddy
Cullivalicn wilh 4025 per conl share {Llable 33 Cindy & responderis
have been [owed o havee Tvestock reacing (Poulley, Plggeoy cle.)
i priciary sourec f ToveTibood.

Tuble 3: T'rimary livielihood pattern

Agricultural livelihood MNon-agricultural livelihood
Paddy cultivation 234055 | Daily Wape labour HIR2E)
Rubber Cultivation 26042.6070) | Private emphines S 010.42)

Livestnok Rearing,  B11.045 | Self employed 132708,
Aggrogale R0 [Aggregale 51005
Toedal=105 07043y [Tolal A%[15.7]

ach e Dielg enmey BUES Mot Jioh s A icerchesed e e oo
In case ol non agriculiucal Lvelihood, mes. of respondonts (625

rar centE) chosen danly wase work 2= primare sooree of Tivelibood
k- i b
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(table 3). Thereafter, second portion of non-agricultural respondents
depends on self-employment as source of primary livelihood with
almost 27.08 per cent proportion (table 3). Only 5 respondents
found to have employment in private non-farm sectors.

In aggregate, largest sections of respondents belong to Rs. 5001
to Rs.10, 000 earning group per month with almost 47.6 per cent.
However, the variation reflects on category wise distribution of
respondents. The prominent earner group among agricultural
respondents is Rs. 10, 001 to Rs. 15,000 with almost 24.6 per cent
proportion whereas the prominent sections of non-agricultural
sector belong to the immediate lower earning range (Rs. 5001 to
Rs. 10,000) as compare to their counterpart with almost 81.3 per
cent proportion. The second prominent agricultural respondents
jointly belong to two earning groups Rs. 5001- Rs.10, 000 and Rs.
15001- Rs. 20,000 per month.

Table : 4 Income from primary sources of livelihood per month

Type of respondents Aggregate
Range (Rs.) | Agricultural | Non-agricultural
Up to 5000 | 0(0) 8(16.7) 8(7.6)
5001-10000 | 11 (19.3) 39(81.3) 50 (47.6)
10001-15000 | 14(24.6) 1(2.1) 15(14.3)
15001-20000 | 11(19.3) 0(0) 11(10.5)
20001-25000 | 9(15.8) 0(0) 9(8.6)
25001-30000 | 4(7.0) 0(0) 4(3.8)
Above 30001 | 8(14) 0(0) 8(7.6)
Min 7000 1600 1600
Max 51000 10500 51000
Mean 20143 7191 14222
Coefficient | 0.59 0.27 0.77
of Variation
t-test t-value : 7.46™ ; d.f: 103

Source: Field survey, 2017 Note: Figures in parentheses indicate per cent
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The monthly garnings from primary livelihood souress
sigrifivantly differs bebwesr bwn raregories of reeprmdents [f-
value, 2407 AE103). TTowever, the co-efficient of variabon iy
higher (L34 among agricullural regpondenis as compare Lo [hoir
countcrzarts (0271 [or e sane. Miniowun carning is B 7000
per monlh o agricullural respondenls whereas The amaounl i3
only Kz, T800 lar non-agriculiural respondonts, Similarly a huge
gap has beon wiliessocd o lerms of masimuom caming belwoen
Eolh calegorios of regpondents, Almosl 63,2 por oenl agricullural
resperdents carn less (har their own averase carning, Similarly,
inan aggrogale lhe mon|hly carning of regpondents i3 loss Lhan
thedr owm average monthly saming with almost 31,9 per cent
Praparlicn,

Iclerminants of Frimary Livelihood Choices

Since, lhe inzignilican] walue of | lgsmer-| emeshosr showvs [hal
Lhere is ne signilicanl dilference belwoen obeerved walue and
madel Mled value theeefore the Nitness of the moda] may be
consiclescd as goocl.

Table: 5 Resulls of binacy logistic model

Apriculturalf Mon-agvica [toval
Dependent variable livelihood
Variables B S1d. Error | p-value | Exp. (B)
Conslanl 2R 1262 .05 (.030
Demopraphic determinants

A 20 LAY o1 1213
Gender of head [ 53460 2.2m 157 X653
ol Lhe househelod
Year ol schooling |-.033 LG S felvls
Dlepenclency ratio | 004 o BRS 1.004

106



Determinants of Primary Livelihood Choices ... Tripura

Economic determinants

Land-man ratio | .559 225 .013™ 1.749
Annual savings | .010 .009 262 1.010
Indebtedness 2.692 1.461 .065™ 14.765
Type of 2.124 1.147 .064™ 8.365

ration card

Availability of infrastructure (Determinants)

Good road 10.949 5.271 .038™ 56.30
condition

Irrigation facility | 3.524 1.927 0677 | 33.908
Electric facility |1.572 1.054 136 4.814
Well transporta |-.336 14,725 .982 .715

tion facility

Hosmer-Lemeshow’s goodness of fit | x2=1:9065ig (0.98)

Note: ** significant at 0.05 level; *** significant at 0.10 level
Demographic Determinants

Total four variables under demographic determinants namely,
age, gender of head of the household, year of schooling,
dependency ratio have been added (see table 5). Above this only
age and gender of the head of households witnessed as significant
demographic determinants over the choice of primary livelihood
source among Kuki respondents. Year of schooling and
dependency ratio do not have any significant impact on choice
of primary livelihood among Kuki respondents.

The variable age is positively associated with the odds of
agricultural livelihood choice. That means the likelihood to choice
non-agricultural option as primary occupation is significantly
higher for respondents with younger age. The reason behind the

dominance of non-agricultural options among young respondents
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mav be beranse of their less interest om bradibemal livelihood
practices amone Kuki ethmic gromaps. Similarly, gender of the
head of households also has posibve significant over the
livelihagd chaice, e gender ol head of [he hooschold is male,
en the respondeont ol Uhal honscholdis 21682 (p=0A13) Llines
likely (o chaice agriculiural opliors as primary source ol
livelingod, Fhis happened mav be previously a3 head of the
howsehold & woman had e mainlain e enliee lamily alone, wilh
carning, Therelore Lhe justilicalion mav b consioored Lhal
awoman, as head of lhe houschald, is more comiarizble o work
wrilhin premises ol heuse as because in case of nan-agriculiural
aptons wor king sphere is not guarentesd fo be within premises,
herelore, |he probability of heing an agricullural respondent
515.1‘1Ii|:anllj; incrodazos whilh iI‘l[‘Tl.'_"ﬁs.'-lr‘lg agr and il tho Foad ol (ho
household is male,
Econgmic Delerminanis

Cove ceonomic variables Dke land-man ratic, indebloedress and
bv ool ralion card all have signilicanl posilive assecialion wilh
odds of agricliural livelifhwod (sce lable 510 Expecladly, the
chance of choosing ap oo loral Tevelihood e 1749 (.05
LLowes willy roore iereasing land-man galio. he season 18 quile
simple as lamd is the bagic nocessily Tor apricullural praclicos.
Indebredness also has positive sipnificant association with the
choice of primary livelilhood opbo among Kok espondents,
Wicra linance inzlilutions (like Bandhan ohel) are very popular
amorg eueal peaples. Lhey provide ceedil wilh ezsv lerms and
candilions among, Laemers, BMoosowver, Kichan Credit card also
made ensier to acoess emedit money far farmers, Thorolore, [hc
probabilily of acing agricullural praclilicner ol a houschold
having indebledness is likely Lo incroase 14 7aBlimes (p<(1.10).
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Type of ration card is also has a positive relationship with choice
of primary livelihood option. If a household is APL card holder
the likelihood of choosing agricultural option increases 8.365
(p<0.10) times. The reason behind less interest of BPL or Antodaya
card holders on agriculture may be because of having subsidised
food security from fair price shop.

Availability of Infrastructure (Determinants)

Availability of few infrastructures like good road, irrigation
facility;theseare highly influence the choice of primary livelihood
among Kuki tribes (see table 5). A location having good road
condition significantly attracts inhabitants towards agricultural
livelihood. The road condition is critically associated with
marketing of agricultural commodities. In other words road
condition does not matter for any non-agricultural practice. This
may be the reason of choosing agricultural practices, where road
is good and well connected with near market. The probability
of being agricultural practitioner for a Kuki respondent increases
56.30 times (p<0.05), if his or her house or agricultural field is
connected to nearest market with good road.

Irrigation facility is prime condition for agricultural practice
and therefore expectedly the co-efficient of the variable has
positive association with choice of primary livelihood. The
likelihood of being popular of agricultural practice increases
33.908 times (p<0.10) because of availability of irrigation facility
in an area. However, the well transportation facility does not
have any influence over the choice of primary livelihood. The
justification behind the insignificance of that variable may be that
marginal farmers’ never seek for any costly transportation facility.
Rather they depend on personal two wheelers or pushing van
(locally known as THELA GARI). In fact availability of electric
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taciliby is also ot siznificantly associabed with choics of primary
livelihoesd option amome Koki trikes, The ustifivadon may e
comsidered that the electricity is not always mandatore for
marginzl armers, herelorn, eloclric acility doesnol significantly
ndlwerces e choice over primary livelihood oplion among Kokl
Lrilas,
Concluding Remarks

Ll binary loglstic model denlificd lotal seven delerminaris
al primary livelihogs choice among Kuki lribes, The age and
gender of head of the heuschald posilively inlluences [he
regpondenls lowards agricullure or allied aclivilies Year of
srhoaaling as well as educaton does not mfluence m rhe choice of
primary livelihood oplion az aecause prominsnl numbers of
rospordents have no schoalirg, | and size as well as land-man
ralin celinilelr allracled Lthe rezpondenls lowards agricullural
praclices, F'he pesilive ce-olTicicnl of indeblodness indiczles Lhal
the lendeney of eing entreprencur havirg handsome amount
al loan [rom bank iz sl nol presalenl amorg Kokl eibes, e
prosilive co-clicient of e variable Ly pe ol ralioncaed” odicaling
food secerily Ty delermirnes o weay of prionary Tevelibood
alhcl Lthal s why respondonts v orriedly go through non-
apricullural aplions ecause of having poovision for sulsidised
tood security, kxpectedly, availanilifty of infrastn:chure is ome of
the hasic cordibions o agmicalbimal prachces @0 rural areas, Tn
alher werds, somelimes infrasiruclure has less importnee on
non ageiceliural oplions as compare la Lhe counlerparl,
Aparileam the modelan inleresting Lacl has beemn witnessed that
dependency ratie as well as number of cconomically aclive
momaors in a parlicular family is leazl importanl i lerms of
choosing primary livelihood aplion among kuki Lribes
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Role of Tripura Adivasi Mahila Samiti (TAMS) in
the Area of Educational Development among
the Tribal Women in Tripura : An Assessment

Dr. Sharmistha Chakraborty

Introduction

Education should be meant to enrich overall personality,
productivity and creativity of individual to understand oneself
and society. The European Research Association stresses the
importance of education that is to help individuals for active
participation in a democratic society. Eventually,education of
women in particular has become a major concern of society for
both as a human right and as a development imperative (Roy
2009). Formal, non-formal or informal education builds itself as
a necessity and represents an important pillar of the knowledge
in society.

Education system is undergoing huge transitions since 1991.
New visions, motives and involvement of science and
technology has been instrumental to develop the overall
condition of Indian education. There is lack of participation
among women in educational system because of social
prejudice. Gender equality in India was like a dream to achieve
where education system played one of the important
prerequisite. According to Foucault, humans are socially
constructed being. Male domination has always played an
important part of social construction. This kind of domination
impose the inequality where educational laws and social norms

designed by men on women (Kilby 2011). This kinds of rules
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become comsbrichng stereotvne pathern af patboipabom as well
as raele for women wihich makes them unfres.

Fon the development of the country, it has been seen that stable
coenomic growlh usually incrocases alorg wilh [he dowelapmen]
literacy among sopulation The constitulion ol India itsell has
recognized |he imporianes of educalion, Conzlilulion savs [hal
“Lhe slate shall endeavour Lo provide, wilhina period ol lon years
Lzam e carmmenermenl of e cons Do, eee and compulsory
cducation lar all children unlil (hey complole Theage of 1ouTLoen
years"(Arlicle 43, the conslilution of Tndia), The Sarba Shiskha
Abhivan (354) or educalion (or all booels Le girls” educalion al
the lpvel of priovity, Along with the formal educational
inalituliona, valunlary grganiralions also play an imparlan] role
insociely in regard lo Lhe educalion,

In Indian sociely, lhe condilion of girl child educalion is nal
salislaclory, Many girls are nol able 1o ackicve [hal educalion
lenee] we hich thew themselves wanl, Cllmately, for gicls, marriape
s glvon more Inpor lanee Lhan cducation. nsuch a seonario, U
role of socicly has bocome mone ingoelanl o oedor 1o cnsaee
Lurwelils ol educalicnamong vach ard cvery poulolbadd of dufferend
slrala of Lhe socicly. Government anel many volunlary
arpanizations (RGOS have boon simollaneously working al the
grass root level in order to extend the opportunity fer education
to the underprivileged children in roral Tndia, Cne voluontary
arganizalion, Iripura Adivashi Vahila Samity is mainly
providing assizlance o the leibal pepulalion preferable Lhe [Fibal
girls or women on educalion, neeme pensration and building
them capacity bo have sustamable livelihoads, This sludy
dizcussed briclly aboul Lhe role of ane importanl volunlacy
arganizalion known az Iripura Adivasi Mahila Samily, on
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specifically developmental efforts regarding education among
the tribal girls of Tripura.
Historical Background

The Tripura Adivasi Mahila Samity, was established in the
year 1953 by a group of women social workers of Agartala with a
goal to bring the rural tribal women into the development process.
Soon after independence of India, the process had started to
organize the state of Tripura with Indian union territory and
efforts have been made by a group of tribal women to plan for its
team welfare. Although the size, shape and geographical location
of the state was not favourable for starting any developmental
activities. But initiatives were taken based on the available local
resources both in terms of physical and financial resources.
(http: fwww.adibasimahilasamiti.org/Latest_Prog.aspx)

Anurupa Mukherjee was the founder member of Tripura
Adivasi Mahila Samity, who received number of national level
recognitions. She paved the way for the literacy movement among
tribal women, especially for the drop-out school girls. In 1953,
Anurupa started her Samity as she witnessed how the tribal girls
were missing out on life’s opportunities. She believed that
education was the only key component of a better life for these
girls. And yet, most of these girls could not go to school always.
Thus began the ‘coaching classes” pioneered by Anurupa. The
idea was to get the girls to work at their own pace and
convenience, without ever losing sight of finishing at least high
school (www.foradian.com/5-indian-naos-working-toward-education-
equality). Accordingly, the formal establishment of the Tripura
Adivashi Mahila Samity had taken place during mid 1964 and
got its legal identity through its registration under section XXII
of the societies Registration Act 1860 bearing Regn. No ‘44" of
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25th Rept” 1904 T ANS 5 also affilinted as State branch of All Tndia
Women Conference (A1AC), wew 1alhi amd rhe Kasturha Gandhi
Maticmal Yemorial Trust{RGMNMT,, Mew Thelli, Considering the
reqpuirements and nocdsz, Lhe (cam ol (he samily slared o
concenlrale on eduwcalional srogramines. The livsl slep was
cglablizhing a nighl schaal, whichwas named as Yadho Mac habi
Maigha Bidhwalava. aler on, il was realised v Lhe organisalion
Lhal along wilh cduwcalion, heallh and nuleilional awarcnoss
programmes has malivaled [Fibal womeon in Lheir dovelopmenial
pracess fora long period, Cradually many inilialives were laken
lo intreduce gkill educalion like embroidery, weaving ele,
Cbjective of the shady
# l'aalucy aboul ke Iripura Adivasi Mahila Semily,
# o analy=e Lhe rale ol ripura Adivasi Mahila Samily in
eduraliognal devalopmenl,
Methadology

Tris sludy is maindy based on secondary data. colloetod Trom
dilieront books and journals.
Tindings and Trscussion
Development Propgrammes of TAMS

The [unetions ol e Tipara Acdivas] Mahila Samily e mainly
Baged an 1he implementation of the fellowing devclapment
programmmies: Fducational Fragrammes, Women Bmpowerment

Proypannmes, Livelihood Theveloprent Programmes, Coltural

Programmie and Wormen & Tribal Development Progranimes,

Aims and Objeclives of Tripued Adivasi Mahila Samily [T ANS)
Theaimes and sbjoctives of e 'lrizuea Acivasi Mahila Samiry

wera to rreate a developmental platform for Che roral Lrinal

waomenin Itipura, Inilially (he Largel of (his organizalion was Lo

guide and provide educalion for drop oul Lrikal girls bul
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gradually the target of the ‘samity” included various gender issues
to assist them in acquiring respect and recognition as an
individual, girl, women or mother towards empowerment of the
tribal women in Tripura. The overall aims and objectives of
TAMS, concentrate on the following matter :
1. To undertake activities for general progress and welfare of
women and children of any social and nation on building
scheme.
2. To arrange and hold from time to time or at regular intervals
meetings, discussions, debates on the progress and welfare for
the instruction and knowledge of the members.
3. To establish and maintain a library or a reading room for the
members.
4. To promote and safe-guard the welfare of the member of the
samity in particulars and women in general.
5. To promote advancement of industry and agriculture in
Tripura.
6. To co-operate with government or other public private bodies
or individuals in any scheme or enterprise for the welfare of the
women.
7. To take affiliation with any other association whose objectives
are in whole or in part identical to the samity.
Vision and Mission of TAMS

The vision of the Tripura Adivasi Mahila Samity is to create
opportunities for overall development of the tribal population
and especially for the tribal women in Tripura. As women based
development institute, the Samity should maintain balanced
approach for its development initiatives on gender issues, women
empowerment and towards ensuring sustainable development
of the tribal women of Tripura.
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Tre mission of the Tripura Adivasi Mahila Samity is to assst
the tribal population preferably the tribal givls, waonmen on
educabion, incame generabion and uild vp their cape city to have
auzlainzhle livelihoods,

Lt rurther includes its dedicated scrvice lor organizing all
calegorios g wamen papulalion of the slzle and lewards
gshoulzoring responszibilitics of cveculing various developmenial
proorammes csoecially designed lor developmenl of wamen
populalion ol Iripura,

Crperational Siralegics of 'TAMS

since (he inilial slage of (his organizalion, low slralogios have
Eeen applied with the simplest and realistic way, These
aperzlicnal inilialives have been orienled or associaled mare wilh
largel poople, The S2mily has alzo Laken inilialives [oomake ilsell
lransparen] and conlivm smoolh, speedy and limely
implomenlalion al all ils developmen| acligns, The operalional
slralenies of e oreanizalion ace as Mollows
i1 'hee Baandy produwces chillerenl small Lkalning programones
Lke weaving, lailoring, baskolry and other small induoslrey
wLarls.

) Ihe coganiealion purchase ancl suzply rave malerials, ools
and collecl prants from fovernment and peovide various funds
and Anancial assistances fo the rmembers of Sy,
1] Purahass ot recpive the finished predacks from members and
sell Lhem e he besl advanlage,
Iv) I'his organizalion ateangos variews developmenial and
Lraining prosramines.
vy This organization does all svch things as are incidenlal 1o (e
allainmienl ol [he said abjoclive 2ne social anc malerial progross
ol the mombms
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vi) To improve social, economic and day to day leaving standard
among the tribals.
vii) To sponsor and execute welfare schemes as may be possible.
viii) To encourage cultural activities, promote better
understanding and friendliness among the members and among
the people of the locality in general.
ix) This samity works to eradicate literacy from the adult tribal
female by establishing education centres.
x) To encourage nursing and midwifery training among the tribal
women and to move to the government requesting grants and
various scholarships for undergoing such training.
Educational Programmes
The educational programmes of the organization are confined
to enable the tribal girls and boys, youth and women to stand on
their own feet. The main motive is to generate awareness and
provide minimum formal education to the present generation
tribal youths. Initiatives have also been taken to organize technical
education for income generation by imparting training to have
alternative means to earn and maintain a sustainable livelihood.
The brief discussions of the educational programmes of the
Samity are as follows:
a) Condensed Course for Madhyamik Dropout Tribal Girls
The organization is running residential coaching centres for
the Madhyamik drop out tribal girl have passed successfully from
this coaching centre. The drop out tribal girls also gets the
opportunity to stay nearly 8 (eight) months in the organization’s
hostel and prepare themselves for appearing in the Madhyamik/
Secondary examination. Tribal Welfare Dept., Government of
Tripura, gives financial aid by providing accommodation and
meals for the students and teachers honorarium.
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Tre Ramity is mamming three residenbal coaching centres for
the Wadhvamik drop-ont trihal givls. Thesp are situared ar
Mragati Read, Shyamali Baror and Belbari, Those tribal givly
dropped oul trom [heir regular sludicg due Lo various roasons
are given Lhe opperlunitics o conlinuc their sludics up Lo
Madhvamik slandard, This programme hag boon introduced
wilh Lhe assislance of [Yreclorale al Tribal Wellare, ol of
Tripiea.

1o drop-aul lFikal givle also gel The opporiunily 1o slay lor
nearly cighl monthsin the Samily's hosiel and propare thomselves
[ar appearing in Lo Madhvamik/ Socondary Keaminalion,
uring 2005-2004, the Samity accommodated a total of 200 gitls
in Lhree coaching rentres gul al which 164 girvls appeared lor (he
ocxdminalion,’| he rcgullcomlirms 60.53% sucoess rale wilh W7 girls
becoming recipienl of pass cerlificale, This year lhe Samily has
alsoaccemmodaled 2 lolal of 1] 1Fibal drop-gu L givl sludenis (al
krishnanapar 188, Shyamalibazar-20 and Belbari o0 and 15
conlinuing ils cllorls W build the cdocallonal capacily of Uhese
sludieris.

b} Mesiclindial Sohweod Lor Trilval Caicls (Madhyiunik Level)

Lo Mindsley of ‘Tribal Allairs, Govl. ol India sanclicoes Lhis
et in the wear 2006-07 (o 100 Lribal zicls students, Th school
has got recogmition mrom the School Rdocational Dept, Govt, of
Tripura ad Tripura Toard of Secomdary Education has the schol
¢] Pre-Primary Schoal for Lhe Childreen

ke Samily is also runeing a pre primary school Tor Lhe
children, namely Anovrupan Sichu Sikha Kendra on its
Krshnanapgar campus. Thescheel hasa capacily lo accommaodale
only 23 sludenis in classes KOC-1 & KOC-IU in e English andd
Bengali subjecls. Thizs kendra is an educalional conlre ol
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Directorate of Social Education and Welfare run in collaboration
with the Samity.
d) Bridge Course Centres under Sarba Shiksha Abhiyan(SSA)
Programme

Tripura state of education department has sanctioned 22
number Bridge course centres under SSA programme in favour
of TAMS in West Tripura and Dhalai Districts. In 2011, total 827
children in the age group of 6 - 14 years have been enrolled in
the centres.
e) Non Formal Education Programme

With the financial assistance from the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India, the Samity has
implemented non formal education project at 25 nos. villages in
Jampuijala Block, under West Tripura District. In these centres,
568 tribal children in the age group below 12 years were
benefited.
Conclusion

Tripura Adivasi Mahila Samity implements combination of
different integrated programmes for solving the problems of
rural tribal girls work on educational upliftment. This samity
expanded the help received from its sponsors, well wishers,
donors and various departments of the state and central
government for extending all kinds of financial, physical and
social supports towards successful implementation of its
programmes and activities. The initial objectives of the Tripura
Adivasi Mahila Samity were to spread education to different
nook and corners of Tripura. Together with the government
educational institution, Tripura Adivashi Mahila Samity tries
to ensure that no tribal girls are left behind from educational
qualification and income.
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Role of NGOs in CSR Activities

Samir Bhowmik,
Subhajit Paul
&

Ravi Kumar Singh

Introduction

Over the past few years CSR, as a concept, has been the focus
of many deliberations and research. It has grown in importance
both academically as well as in the business sense. It captures a
spectrum of values and criteria for measuring a company’s
contribution to social development. As the term “CSR” is used
continually, many complementary and overlapping concepts,
such as corporate citizenship, business ethics, stakeholder
management and sustainability, have emerged. These extensive
ranges of synonymously used terms indicate that multiple
perspectives and by those in facilitating roles such as the
corporate sector, government agencies, academics and the public
sector.

Corporate social responsibility or corporate conscience,
corporate citizenship or sustainable or business responsibility is
a form of corporate self regulation integrated into a Business
model.

CSR policy functions as a self regulatory mechanism whereby
any business monitors and ensures its active compliance with
the spirits of the law, ethical standards and international norms.

The term “corporate social responsibility” became popular in
the 1960s and has remained a term used indiscriminately by many

to cover legal and moral responsibility more narrowly construed.
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CHE notomly ineludes the activities Hnka company undertabes
develnmment, but also incindes the methods that a company
responsible myvestments, and tramsparency to verious
slakeholders among olhors, Kealizing [ha impartance and having
wcorporated socially resporsible business praclices. he basic
abjeclive ol C5K s 1o maximize Lhe company’s overall impacl on
the socicly and slakeholders while considoring environnmen) and
averall suslainabilily. "Corporale Cllisonslup’ and “Corporale
aocial Respongibility” (C2h) are popular concepls wwhich have
keconme inlegral Lo the businesses of several large and small
companics arcund e world, Thezo concepls inlend Lo provide
domations, long-rerm fingnaial gramts, non-tinancial support and
even mulually benelicial parlnerships Lo addresz social prablems
around Lhesrorld, In zucha combed, MLLS have a sirong polonlial
look ppon hem as a one al Lhe imparlan] seurces al funding,

Mol zll major corporalions have secial respor=ibilily programs
and noLall of them provide fundine for MOOKE W address various
izsues and problems of our seciely, The Lew corparalions «wiuch
have prant programs ane oo callious o opendy come oul wilh
slewng cononabomens for renderingy any kid of funding suppsorl.
Such cosporaliens o declaoe Ual Lhey have compuundly wellare
praeraims bul hey do nol seem o eadsl Bovond heie websiles
and publicity brochures,

This means that there ame really fewesr corporate groups that
have clear policies an izsuing grarls lo nomprafits. Sveh
caompanics have decicalod budgels, separale C5R deparimenids
fwwd regular call Top proposals W oller lunding to MGOs, 1hei
policies ate also very dlear in supporbing issues ane MCOs around
the warld or in spocilic counbrics, Here we have selecled len
corporale donar agencies which have ull supperl programs lor
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addressing social problems. But before going through each of
them, it is important to know why corporate donors are interested
in CSR.

NGO and CSR in India

The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has notified Section 135 and
Schedule VII of the Companies Act 2013 as well as the provisions
of the Companies (Corporate Social Responsibility Policy) Rules,
2014 to come into effect from April 1, 2014.

With effect from April 1, 2014, every company, private limited
or public limited, which either has a net worth of Rs 500 crore or
a turnover of Rs 1,000 crore or net profit of Rs 5 crore, needs to
spend at least 2% of its average net profit for the immediately
preceding three financial years on corporate social responsibility
activities. The CSR activities should not be undertaken in the
normal course of business and must be with respect to any of the
activities mentioned in Schedule VII of the 2013 Act. Contribution
to any political party is not considered to be a CSR activity and
only activities in India would be considered for
computing CSR expenditure.

As many companies attempt social responsibility projects, it
is not easy for them to execute solely. It is not the shortage of
funds, but resources they have already aligned their best talents
to meet their aggressive business and expansion goals with
companies. Deprived of talented minds in this space, they struggle
with their CSR projects’ sustainability. The team, supervision and
training for CSR implementation is something only NGO's can
provide and they don’t have a choice - CSR is an essential tool of
measurable goodwill in their respective communities with the
Government. Leading NGO's can offer a customised approach to
corporate strategic assets.
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Collective Impact of CSR and NGO

With Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) being made
mandatory in the form of Section 135 of the Companies Act 2013,
corporate have now begun to recognize CSR as a core activity,
and are looking to find innovative ways to effectively utilize their
CSR fund. This has brought to the fore the role that NGOs and
other implementing agencies can jointly play along with corporate
in order to achieve what is known as collective impact. Firstly,
the importance of collective impact has been made clear in the
legislation itself, which calls for and encourages companies to
utilize the expertise of non-profits with a credible work record of
three years or more. An NGO'’s interventions can be spread to
geographies that a corporate has its presence in, while also being
complemented by the corporate wherewithal, and as such the
impact of the programme can be more widespread, as was seen
with the association between Social Venture Partners (SVP) and
Hand-in-Hand. Apart from providing funding to Hand-in-Hands
fight against child labour, SVP-_ IT expertise has helped in the
establishment of a robust management information system (MIS)
for the NGO s operations.

CSR has become a popular concept only in the recent times
and more and more companies are fast adopting it as a policy
even in developing countries. This is happening mostly because
of the increased pressure observed on the environment because
of the uncontrolled profit-driven actions of the corporate agencies.
How much of this policy is really implemented in the field is yet
to be examined. Another reason for CSR is apparently tax benefits
these corporate get when they invest their money in social welfare
projects. One last reason could be that the corporations really feel
for the society and believe in giving away a portion of the profit
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The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in
Academic Development of Tribal Areas in Tripura

Rumi Debbarma

Introduction

The focus of this paper is on approaches by international non-
governmental organization (NGOs) to reaching primary school
aged children excluded from any access to the conventional state
education system. In particular, the paper review alternative forms
of services delivery that have developed to adopt to the needs of
specific forms of exclusion, primarily through provisions of local
and national NGOs supported by international NGOs and donor
agencies. In some countries or areas, NGOs may even be the main
provider of education given that the state lacks capacity and will
including in fragile states. The paper highlights the concerns that
have arisen in recent years about the options that children face
after participating in such alternative systems in terms of further
education and livelihood possibilities and whether they have
opportunities for social mobility.

The paper reviews the possibility and implication of integration
of different forms of provision in this way. This paper shows much
of the literature on NGOs provision is written from the perspective
of international agencies advocating for this form of provision.
Education literature has not paid sufficient attention to the
implications of these relationships for EFA.

It then considered the alternative forms of education services

they provide in order to reach those otherwise excluded from
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kasice edumation. Tavie eduention i= commonly regarded as o stake
respomsibility. WNOGOS play trmarkable tols in supporting
education services delivery, Sorma NGNS are prirnamily imvolved
inadwocacy aimed al pulling progzurne on governmenlg [l Lhoir
commiunenl 1o ensure access [or all children ooan educalion of
acceplable qualily,

Nelinilion of Non- Covermental Dirganigalion

A non- governenlal orsanisallon is am nod- peolil, voluolarcy
cilizons group which is organised on a local, nalional o
inlernalional level, Task orienled and drviver by people with a
commaon inleresl MNGD: perlerm a worily ol services 2nd
humanitarian tonctions, bring cidzen concems to govermments,
advocale ard manilar policies and encourage polilical
parlicipalion (hrough provigion ol informalion, Some are
arganired aroung specilied issues, such as human righls,
crvirpnmental ar hoallh,

Mon-governmental orpanisalion is small or Line social
colleclive eslablishoc by smaller o larger poople W achicee a sel
of social goals. Here socielal poals means achucving wlich
noprerve e guoalily of booman Ll moreise Tioemin securiby, sbrve
lowercle promoling human wellane i socio- eoonomdc as well as
poditico-cullural sense.

A s dy by the World Bank (196 defines nm'l-gu‘.'ernmental
oTTimation as private organizabon that pursoe s ctivities to elive
sullering, pramale Lhe interes| ol lhe poor, protect the
eavironmenl, provide basic social service or underlake
comrmunily ceselopment. A World Bank Ley docmment working
with nemgeevermmental crgamize Bor adds mowider vsages (be lorn
nongovornment arganizalion can bo 2pplicd Lo nenprelils
arganizzlion which is independenl Trom Lhe governmenl,
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Nongovernmental organizations are typically value based
organization which depends in whole or in part, on charitable
donations and voluntary service. Although the nongovernmental
organization sector has become increasingly professionalized over
the last two decades, principles of altruism and voluntarism
remain key defining characteristics.

Some of the important features of these attempts to define the
concept of nongovernmental organizations include the following
elements:-

# Nongovernmental organizations are voluntary service as well
as welfare organizations.

# Nongovernmental organizations are nonprofits organizations
which deal with the problem of the poor and exploited people.
¢ Nongovernmental organizations strive towards promoting
radical self organization at the individual level.

¢ Nongovernmental organizations may be organised or
unorganised, structured or unstructured in reality.

# Nongovernmental organizations are peoples collective which
participate in development process.

¥ Nongovernmental organizations are viewed as supplementary
and complimentary organizations to deal with the diversified
needs of the community.

The operational definition of the NGOs sector adopted by
Najam state those NGOs include the broad spectrum of voluntary
association that are entirely or largely independent and that are
not primarily motivated by commercial concerns. According to
the definition, NGOs constitute a distinct instructional sector with
particular motivations and structural preferences.

The term nongovernmental organizations is understood to
refer to those autonomous, non membership relatively permanent
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ar instbticmalizsed, nomprofits nkermediary oreanizations inos
sUPITeT e caparity

A nongovernmental orgonization is a legally constituted
organizalion croalod oy nalural or logal persan [hal operales
independently [rom any loroy ol governmoent. LThe lonm originatod
lrgm Lhe Lriled salien and is normally used Lo reler (o
arganiFalions Lthal are nol @ parl ¢ the governmenl and are nol
colveenlioral for profils business.

Estallishment of Mon-Covernmenial Organizalion

T epen an olifice and omploy peeple, The 00 sheuld be
regiziored urder (he shop znd celablishment Acl, To employ
toreigm stafr, an Indign nom- profit need o register as 8 trost,
aociely, company Fave FCRA regislralion and alao oblain a o
abjoclion corlilicale,

Signigicance of Non-Governmenlal Chrganizalion in Academic
Development

Th MG are alsocalled third seclor orpanicalion beeause they
are vicwed as an allernalive instilulional Tarm [or promoling
lhnuman development and wellane as apairsl the capulalism and
suctilisem thal wre vicveed s Diesland seoond fuom ol develuzaoenl
aroanisalion.

Thar BECY in peneral are vory unigque oranicalions. In ot
words the NGDs are highly flexible and adaptable to local area
or tatmet jgroup nesds. Thew are also democratic and small
organizalion wilh a zmall group ol volunlary social werker or
padd social worker who is well molivaled ene lrained in social
worl. The MOCs have cmerged on large scale since 1980 s in less
dpvelopead conntriss Blee hdia for bwo ressgrs -

11 There iz an increasing and more Nesy ol donalicr and chatilies
for poverly reduclion, orovision ol heallh care, provision ol
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protective and welfare service for the infant and old age people
in the south.

2) The states in many developing societies like India has
recognised the role played by NGOs in poverty reduction,
employment generation, income stabilization, education and
health care service programmes for the poor in urban slums, rural
areas and inaccessible tribal regions. Thus, the NGOs in India
have come to stay with foreign or Indian state funding or by both.
The NGOs have emerged and appeared as well as reappeared
throughout the process of modernization, industrialization and
urbanization in North since 1800 A.D.... therefore the NGOs have
assumed the shape of single function or multiple function, welfare
or development organizations.

Further, many NGOs which are unifunctional and operate in
asmalllocal area or community or funded by their own members.
The local NGOs are depending more on their members’ labour
organizational and professional skills and abilities.

In recent years the role of NGOs or third sectors organization
has been emphasized as a new remedy for the poor and
disadvantages group. During the past decade there has been
phenomenal growth of NGOs both in number and in volume of
their activities. Some donor agencies have increased their support
to NGOs even in stagnant or declining aid budget.

Objectives and Functions of the Non-Governmental
Organization

There are different economic theories of the origin of NGOs
which serve the need of development and welfare. These are the
contact failure theories which explain the inevitable role of
voluntary organization in the production of certain goods which
the private sector fails to produce.
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The secomd ecomomio theary, the subsidy theory arpnes
thar nomprotirs organizations benefirs from a varisty nf
implicitand explicit subsidies such ay esempbion from taxes,
FPal means (he MNLDs produce cerlain Lypes of gocial goods
which are cssenlial Lot ensaring oquily and social justice in
Lhe socicly

The third [heory, of “LOs arigin is called cxchango Lhoory,
Ihis cachange viewe s voluilary domocrallc associalion of a small
ar large group ol peapleas a bonelil ovchange,

Cbjectives of Non-Covernmenlal Organisalion

he main abjoclive of MCC: may be briclly slaled as follows:
# To rovide welfare services to the highly exploired and
appressed people mare econamical iy Lhan lhe pullic seclar,
# [0 [ake dovelopmenl programme Lo [he inlerior and phygically
inaccessible areas of a counlry,
# I3 impraves Lhe coongmics, social, environmenlzl slandards
al the people.
#* o promole exlra- cuericular aclivilios Lke spocl, liloracy, and
prerfoeming arls o G berelil of G leibal cluldsen
& Wonnen cinpovwerioenl, pronnutivon and stoeng Uhening of Sell-
Help CGroup.
# To develop human resourees through lileracy campaipns,
educational development, health care’s service and natritiomal
T OFTATIITIE,
% lo provide lor heoallh ard educalion al the tribal men, women,
il chilelren.
& 'l'o slimulale sell- help anc sell- reliance througl various field
bratming, prowramimes.
% Slronglhoning local govornance al grasscools Uwough PRI
inilialivos,
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# To developed human resources through literacy campaigns,
educational development, health care service and nutritional
programmes.
# To create awareness about medical treatment programmes on
STDs/ HIV/ AIDS.
Function of Non-Governmental Organization

Some of the important function of NGOs in developing
countries in general and in India in particular includes the
following :
¢ To promote the human resources development of the
downtrodden and water sections of the people.
% To create and established the means of food security among
the very poor people by eliminating the threat to their livelihood.
# To increase and promote the access to finance and financial
services by the marginalized people by introducing financial
inclusive services.
# To protect the marginalized people from the exploitative
clutches of the market by organizing the nonprofits organizations
locally in the habitations of the marginalized people in distant
remote area.
# The second generation development NGOs organizes
individuals locally to address issues like public health and
agricultural development. These groups frequently help their
constituents to overcome structural constraints to change local
and regional elites and to assist in reducing dependency
relationships.
Non-Governmental Organisation in Tripura

The function of NGOs is varied in accordance with the
programmes they undertake. NGOs may be classified into the
following : -
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# THeha welfare society, Aoartala, Abhoynagar.
# Sorin | imanity Expedition & Blooming Association, Morth
Tripura, Dharmanagar,
# Sukanla bova Sangslha, Teliamura,
# 5ol Felianoe Wellare Socicly, Agarlala, Banamalipur.
# Charily MNCOs
# FErelicl and Rehabilitalion MOk,
# Lorvicos provicding NOCCs.
# Hconomic Dovelapmen] MG)s,
# Social Developmen| MOk,
& Hmporecrrngn] Mok,
¥ Metwork NGO
# Support sk
# talional, | oral and Inlermalional MCs

The shruclural obslacles places al each level of zelivi v and (he
necd lo inflluenee Lhe palicies gave rise lo the empowermoenl
madels by varly 15905, Gendor juslices. onvironmenl COrcerns
human righl, were ancleeslieod 1o be parl and parcel ol e
sloactural aspecls ol the sociely which apart rom class, caste and
clhowily, alse woere responsible fur the eaplodalen of e
marginalicod seclions ol he socioly.
ITow Cublic Can ITelp an Non-Coveenmental Organicalion

Mo matter what canse v believe in, all NGO regquired help
borth m terms of funds snd menpoweer’s. Tnoomd e o s pport NGO
ong has Lo keop in mind Lhe nature of work it does ard the seale
on welich the aid Is provided.
& Donale : - e casiesl wiay W makea dillerent to anarganisation
winl supparh s b domats o their Amdraser
@ Yolunleor | - volunloering yours oxperlise aowl Lume can mak.c
(he aperzlional Lasks of “Cos much casior
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% Spreading the word : - NGOs work with a strong principle.
Every NGO has a different area of concern.

It can be historically traced that participation as a concept and
a strategy of development is an outcome of a profound
disillusionment with established development strategy in post
industrial revelation period.

In everyday life the rural people take part or interact with other
on a variety of activities and situations, casually incidentally
purposely, or necessarily without which society will not function.

Two distinct people participations scenario emerge; one
community participation facilitating external project designers
achieving the goals which the designers have set for the
community and communities by participation setting their own
goal and achieving them. The community participation is needed
since people welfare is very impartment and thus it has to attain.
However the term of empowering people has gained increasing
support and seen differently by different people. Some see
empowering as development of skill and abilities to enables
people to manage better to have a say or to be negotiable with the
existing delivery system, other see it as more fundamentally
political and conceded with enabling people to decide upon and
to take action they believe to be essential for their own
development.

Now the role of NGOs is very much a challenging one. In the
current scenario of the 21% century as observed, the NGOs face
the dual task of collaborating critically with the state and at the
same time fighting against the anti- people and anti- marginalized
policy. Such a dual task cannot be discharged effectively unless
the NGOs have autonomy based on the self reliant capabilities.
The NGOs have promoted vat social infrastructure of the poor
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and marginalized the wormen, the delict, the apre- lahours et
the MG by and latge fioons developmental artivides ar rhe
grassroots, Tn dong so, many NCADks tried to fill in the gap where
gowernmenl inslilulions and deparlmenls [Filcd @y runming
parallel programmes Lo provide services.

In Indian sulr conlinenl, MCOs arc rendering mulliludes of
gotvices and oxoculing varicd programmes such as relicl,
rehabililees income generalion, comumdnly organisaliodn,
awareness crealion, capacily huilding and rocenlly advocaling,
lebbying, crmpoweering ole,

Froblem of Mon-Covernmenlal Crganizalions

From the fme fmmemorial ndia has a natural propensiny for
valunlame warka by virlue of wrhich "MOKSH AY weag said o be
atlaincd, The lrend porgisis obstinalely, In Lhe pro- indepondent
Indiz, conwvenlional wolunieerism was aimed primarily al
charilzble warks, ushering in social rolarms, providing relicl and
rehabilitalion for the people who bocoma (he viclims of natwral
calamilies ke deoughl, Hood, cyclones, ele. However, In Lhe 2osl-
udependence India mocern volunleeiism has bocome an ssae-
Lavand upproach an wdeeluyy whicde aioed al moome yeneraling
propramies, wellare service, prolecling human righl, crealing
awarenoss aboul crvironmental protecion, ADS, chld labour,
assizsting the displaced who are the praducts of development
mnchuced programmes ete.

Aparl Trom volunlary seclar allernative tarms like
nongos crmental oogarizalions, depercdent seclar, civil sociely,
grassronls arpanization, sell- help oroups, and non- state actors
hare as wall.

In the age of liberalizalion, orivalisalion and globallsalion
whoro Lho slale is w"llhclrawing ils aulharily lrom many ol [he
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development sectors and market is not much willing to share the
burden of development, this sector has appeared on the scene as
aliberator to protect tie society from the onslaught and challenges
of consumerism coupled with an urge for an equitable distribution
of the fruits of development.

The non-governmental organizations are known for their
virtues of human touch, dedication, great initiative, flexibility,
positive orientation, bonding with the society to reach the masses
in a very effective manner. They are often regarded as the partners
of development. They make an honest endeavour to empower
the marginalised people in such a way so that they can stand on
their own feet with self reliance and depends less on charity and
concessions provided by other.

Issue of Tribal Development

At the other end of the spectrum is the issue of tribal
development. The concern for the indigenous people had
received high attention on the international agenda. The
concerns for “Varanasi” as the tribes are called in India finds its
echo in the UN Charter as well as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

In the post- independence India, welfare of the tribal
communities has been the national goal and special responsibility
of the centre and the various state governments. The governmental
took commendable initiative for the upliftment of the tribes as
they are required to take part in the nation- building process along
with the development of the tribes has been the constitutional
obligation of the government.

But it was very unfortunate that in spite of these efforts and
initiative, the governmental could not brings any radical change
in the socio- economic development of these marginalised sections
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and subssguemitly they were pushed to the periphery. The failure
of the governmenr gives a fertils eronnd i the nomgovernmesntal
arganizptions ko work upon ind extends a helping hand to their
lellonw s Lribal, In Lhe lang run Lhe [ribal ghould e made zoll-
relovant e rough proger socializalion and inparling (raining.
Mongovornmenlal arganizalions can conlribule in a posilive way
o Lhe devclopment of Iribal heallh and in ke proloclion af heis
whigenous knowleclge base wlhich s cilher ignoeed o explodocd.
Wo all knowe Lhal Iribal have (he kovs 1o [he biologically divorso
Argss,

eloreslalion, orvirenmerlal degradalion and lack of inilialive
af the vounger generption toleamm and adopt the medical practices
al Lhe [ribal medicing men, lack of proper dizsemiralion and
ransmission ol Lho knowledge, piracy ol Lhe knowslodge ane some
al Lhem, Againz| Lhe backdrop Lhe nongovernmenrlal
arganizzlions have a very imporlant rale Lo play. ‘The
NN 2o nencolals ﬂl‘ﬂi.'ll"li.tﬁl]l‘:lﬂﬁ may creals awarcness 2among
e Leilies by clemonsiealing Lhe conversalion anc prosciyva on of
e medical plants.

Problem ol Tribes vn Advounl of Non-Govermmenlal
Crrpanizalions Enlry

There anc a (ow imporlant problems foc the tribal people on
agconts of the entry of nongovernmental oraanizations angd seme
of thern ere o follvas - -

Sa far Lhoro is ne an involvomenl or parbicipation of fribal
peaple in Lhe leibal development planning and implemen|alion
allempled by bolh Lo Slale machinery and fhe nongovernmenital
organizations. Both the state and the nongavernmental
organizalions prescribe Lhe zolulions lor (he Lribal backwardness
and ovploilation inslead al allmwing parlicipation by [he [vibal
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people. Itis essential that the tribal people are consulted and heard
before designing and formulating as well as implementing tribal
development and empowerment programmes.

The non-governmental organization are neither involved nor
consulted in the tribal resettlement and rehabilitation
programmes. This important programme so far is planned and
implement by all alone by the state forest department. This
programme so far is planned and implements by all alone by the
state forest department.

It was found in north- eastern state that many non-
governmental organizations are found in advocating and
organizing the religious conversion programmes in favour of
Christianity. This religious conversion activity of the
nongovernment organizations criticized by the Hindu religious
and charity organizations.

Literally in our tribal areas the tribal people mostly believe in
their own customs they only fellows their customs and never
believed in the new rules and regulations which the government
are been prescribed for the better benefits of backwards people.
Why Education is necessary for better life?

Educations gives us knowledge of the world around us and
change it into something better. It develops us a perspective of
looking at life. It helps us to build opinions and have point of
views on thinking in life. Education is important for everybody
as it help to gain knowledge and live life without depending on
others. Education is not only about studying and getting good
marks. It is really or means to discovered new things which we
didn’t know about and increased our knowledge. An educated
people have the ability to differentiate between rights and wrongs
or goods and bad.
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And alsa the fomis should also be on wemer edv eatiom becanse
the knmwledee and pmpoverment of mie wmnen can brings &
change it a family and even in the sodety as o whole, Mok only
[hal, now a dav's mosl of Lhe crimes are been sullered (o Lhe
women ol our counly as Lhe rules and regulalions are becn
pravided cepecially L Lhe weamen bul still they didn’l 1o ulilised
aboul theirrights due o illileracy vale and customs. Fhov always
Lellese s Lo aove st lom and decorum which they are been Lrxach
Irgam Lheir livelihood Bl il wo firs|ly locused o chengos Lho
veomen and developed (he educalion svslom forwomen oo Lhen
il will b beller for pur counlry,

e illiteracy and vneducated rnasimum of people don't
even ko hosw Lo sludy any kinda of guideling preacribed in
amy parlicular malevialz =0, due o Lthal (ke ave Doen frauds by
an educaled peaple, A blinds person is beller (han (hose peaple
who are unceucaled bocavar uneducaled mean similar wilh (he
petacan blinds only.

Lole of Mon-Coveramenlal Organicalion in Promoling
Cducalion in India

Cducasliaen v btk e voea s woell as e eed Lo boelbee Tl 1L
iz a movcernent [rom clackness Lo hghl Wilhow L edwcalion, peaple
ol cauphl in e inler- pencrational cvcles of poverly and
Eackwarcness, Froviding gualite education to all childven of ndia
shomld be the top pricriby of both the state and central overnment.
Since India s a wasl counlry, bolh geagraphically and
demegraphically, governmenl alone cannal being all children inlo
the Lold of edvcalion. The best things abownd NGO 35 that they
wiowk at the grass root Teval commechng will the masses and
spreading awareness on Lhe imporlanl of gelling good education
lomarch ahoad in line,
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NGOs like SAVE THE CHILDREN have been spearheading
the movement to provide quality education to the most

marginalized and deprived children of India. With programmes
in the most remote and marginalized areas of India, the NGO
ensure that the benefit of that the benefits of the Right to
Education. The idea is to ensure that all children, irrespective of
their origin, are able to go to school, play, interact and learn
with other children of their ages so that they secure for them a
life of dignity and contribute to the betterment of the economy.

Most of the important aspect to boost the spread of education
is to spread awareness amongst the parents and the communities
and every child need education. The message needs to spread far
and wide and getting quality education is the legitimate right of
all children, no matter which social or economic background they
come from.

Another important aspect to improve the penetration of quality
education among the most deprived children is to make learning
a fun experience. The nongovernmental organizations libraries
and infrastructure right, conduct computer and English classes,
promotes and facilitates extra- curricular activities and sports.

The nongovernmental organizations engage heavily with the
local communities to form children groups and school
management committees and work with them to ensure that they
accountability of the development of the children in their
community.

Group learning has proved to be one learning methodology
which helps children learn better and fast and also promotes
healthy competition.

Metros such as Kolkata and Delhi are home to a large
number of urban poor who live in slum or slum - like areas.
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Children in these commmmibies are often involved in child
labemr and have very litte or no acoess fedncation. The idea
i b groom these children and help them take the leap to formal
achoaling,

Eole of Non-Governmental OQrganization for the Academic
evelopmen| of Tribal Area in Tripura

Churs homeland Iripura is a place wilh large waricly of
whgenous people. The slale ol 'lriourd being the remolest and
gongraphically maosl backurards =lale is dosoid al all cducalional
lacilitics cspocialle for Lhe Iribal s whoare living in Lhe hilly slales
and o overcoms this problom [he educatioral development is
mosk impartant,

Iripuraisa zmall zlale fn (he Morih- Kaslern region ol Indiais
homeland o 14 (ribal communiliesg in various areas,

[ [he present Llime [he srhaole world is moving lowrards
modernizalion, frdustrializalion, and globalization, Many
advanced countrics have moved fast in this direclion osing
colucalion as a kow lool I Lhe process, whoereas doveloping
counlries are slill preparicg W omowe o their lines. The
divelupouenl ol e whole weecld will lake places only il Ouw
developing counlries dovelop their cducalion system. Aund U
countrics will ke places lor develepment only when e slale’s
education system will develop, A large proportion of Indian
populabion liva in condition of poverby anad illiteracy, Tad neation
in any larm necsds 1o ke provided o lhem for impriowing their
quality of Lle. As well as inlripees the educalion svslem are
Lalally very poor in ralure and only in the urban area the
ged nrmton svebem are little hit considerablain nzlore bul in a raral
arca lhe educzlion zyslom are lolally poor Lhe sludenls necd Lo
come in Lhe cily for beller educalion syslemn. Some arcas Lhe schoal
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conduction is literally bad and there is no discipline in the school
and in other place there is not even a single school yet.

If the NGOs can develop the education system in backward
places then it will be benefit for the poor people to study and get a
better life live. Some of the poor family child are not eligible to
study in a high standard school due to high range of money and
cannot give a sufficient amount in the school.

Education in any form needs to be provided to them for
improving their quality of life. Non - governmental organisations
are the only organization that could make the rural areas developed.
NGOs can only bring the awareness among the poor as well as
tribal people.

For the quality life of tribal people the educational system must
be developed because without the educational knowledge everyone
life looked liked a blind. Education is the key of the child
foundations, we usually get an informal education which we are
been teaches by ours parents. And for the development we need
the formal education usually in school where a person learned a
basic academic skill.

The nongovernmental organizations also need to focus on
women educational system because the knowledge and
empowerment of one woman can bring about a change in a family
and even in a society as whole.

Education is important because it provides us with the
knowledge that we can navigate the whole world. The
nongovernmental organizations shall develop the educational
system in mainly hilly areas. There are many nongovernmental
organizations working for the development of human resources.
We literally see that most of us come in city (urban) areas for the
better education because the education systems in rural areas are
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tokally rint maintamed. Mok omly an academic but alsa other extra
eurTienham achviny shall need to be develped.

cometime due e fnarcal problem the porents comaot provide
a poods oeducalional sysltem (o (heir child, so (hal Lthe
nongovernmental orsanizalions shall look over thal Loo.

Mainly Lhero zre [hroe soclors - Ihe slale seclar, [he privale seclor
and Lhie MLOs seclor. T he Lhitds seclor which manage W dovelopod
vtk o voLaliy. Fhe educalion socloris a grodp ol sl ulions
likoos~ minigiries ol cducalion, local edi:calion, school, universily,
leacher lraining and ¢le whose primary process is Lo previde
educalior 1o children and voung poople in educalional solling
Rale of Non-Gowermmental Organization and Primary bducation

India has nol been able 1o MalGils conslilutional pledze o
providing Iroc ane compulzoy cducalion lor allchildren vp o [he
age ol 14 nearly & devades al'ler il was made, India isslill grappling
vrilh sorious problem ol inadoquale access, qualily and inelliciency
in the schooling, syatem. 1 has been aeon in Tripura mosly in the
backw arc, arcas, villages Uweee ace less amnonl ol sclooling Lo
wluch mosl of e chuld ave permaing dliteracy ewvon houph e
purerils Lo [0 Qe wedd] e g proper edocaluan svslem i meesl
backwards clagses Lhen heee vedll be moee eclucated peaple in
Tripura whers (e oople will Be knowingly abodl all e rows.
Ihe NG can proper by develop the education sestern with the help
of socieby. IF the society will corporate then,

o Indian cducalion syslom is wasl, consisting of hoth
goverrment and privale school. lwdia has a federal policy, where
baall hue centeal and slale povernunenl have the respensikiline o
take came of primary education, mut the mam responsikilily lics on
the slale govsernmenl, Frimary eduocation in Tnclia 1z lacing dillenenl
challonges Somw of Lhe challenges Lhal schelars hase obsorved is
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the fact that there is a vast difference in the quality of education,
both the government and private schools. Another problem is the
poor school infrastructures, such as shortages of classroom and
toilets. Another problems is that teachers sometimes refuse to teach
children from lower castes, if it so that the teacher comes from a
higher caste.

Despite the problem with primary education, the government
of India has for a long time considered education an issue that has
to be addressed. The foundation and the goals of the programmes
are ensuring universal primary education and retention, closing of
the gender and social class gap in education and improving the
quality of education.

The three types of nongovernmental organizations that were
distinguished in part 1.2.2 can also be acknowledged from the
studies. A common pattern among all six nongovernmental
organization when it comes to improving primary education is that
they all in some ways of works with awareness rising. All the
nongovernmental organization is question agree on the fact that
awareness rising among parents is highly important because many
parents do not know why a child should be educated.
Nongovernmental organization as well as the government official
highlight that it is important to change the mindset of the people,
because if the parents did not consider education important they
will not send their children to school. Nongovernmental
organizations has a slightly different approach when it come to
awareness rising, instead of just counselling parents, they locate
through their community visits the children that are not enrolled
in school.

Based on how long it takes to enrol a child in school it can be
asked if nongovernmental organizations have the potential to
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improve primaTy educabon. When it comes to the fomaer srompit
is benaficial that nongovermmental o ganizatiom halp in the
adnuission process because miny porents dorob know hose b seek
admisgion, I'hi= is benelicial i (he child iz supposed 1o slarl lirs)
grace or e required knesiledze Lo gel crwolled inanother grade.
I hiz is an area whoee nu::un-:lam-'ernn'n}nlal arganizalions can sl in
and help those childven (hal havie fallen behingd in thair sludics
ancl necgoverrmerlal organisalicns ace henoe, able 1o assist U
govmrmerlal in prowiding educalion o [hozechildron, A prablem
azaocialed with nengovrerrmental erganizalions helping children
Lo geck admizsion is (hal someone should ensure Lhal Lhe children
stev in school afrer admission otherwise there i5 no point with
preparing Lhermn lor 2chaal,

Kole of WCOs in Fromoling of Educalion on Children wilh
isabled

Cheor Lhe pasl Towe yoars, fecus on childron will dizabilflies has
rosulled in frealer awareness and Increase sensilivily Wewands ese
childron Lven as a broad policy, L govesiunenl is promoling L
role of MGG al level wilth o view Lo achiewe parlicipalory
duevelopmenland sopporling, B admimstralive v anplemenlalnon
ils prooeamom. UTeoe age oves A0 millicn disabled people nlndia.
This Is alaul 6 peroenl of 16 populalion. The population of the
mentally disabled compriving nwemital retardation serelval palsy and
multiple dizahilities.

Yarious L= working in Lhe avcas al dizakility in & reasonable
vty i be clivicled inlo theee calegorios. Organizzlion lor peraon
wilh disabililics, nalional union of cisabled persons of Lganda,
natiomal conmeal of disable person in Zimbabwee

A cisabilily may be physical, cognilive, menlal, sensory,
emolicnal, developmenl or some combinzlion ol these il may be

148



The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in Academic ... Tripura

present from birth or occur during a person’s life. Disabilities are
umbrella term, covering impairments, activity limitation and
participation restriction world health organization (2012).

Disability is defined as the limitation in the ability to provide
an occupation because of physical or mental impairment; it is also
the lack of legal qualification to do something. Disability can be
said as the physical or mental condition that limits a person’s mental
movements, senses, and ability to do things by him/ herself, it can
be grouped into three: -

1) Temporary Disability: - it is a type of curable impairment of
mental or physical faculties that may impede the affected person
from functioning normally only so far as he or she is under
treatment.

2) Permanent Disability: - it is the type of impairment of mental or
physical faculties that may last for an indeterminable period thus
indefinitely preventing the affected person from functioning
normally.

3) Intermittent Disability: - it is the type of impairment of mental
or physical faculties that occur at irregular intervals and prevent
the affected person from functioning normally.

As for any other group, education is critical to expanding the
life prospects of people with disabilities. The education of children
with disabilities and special needs in India was initiated in the late
1800s, with the establishment of special school for Deaf in Bombay
in 1883, and for the Blind in Amritsar in 1887. By 1900 numerous
special school for the visually and hearing impaired children were
set up across the country. It was only in 1974 that the scheme on
Integrated Education of Disabilities Children (IEDC) broke new
group by stressing the need for educating children with mild to
moderate disabilities in regular school setting.
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Mental health nempovermments | orpanizations have made
tremencims sides inomertal healrh prometion and care, against
miagsive odds renging from low mearemess aboubrnental ilhness bo
lack of molivation donorg, Allhough (here zan be lillle dispale
whother the menlal health nongowcrnnental organization have a
dedinile role Lo play in meeling mental hoallh needs in India, Lhoro
iz also lillle doull thal their fmpacl on nenlal health care al (he
nalicnal bewel has boen marginal. Mongowvefmunenlal oreanisalion
placernenis boveming mandalory lor pevchialric [rairing Tor
doctars and nurzo whose curmon| Iraining programs arg |1'|ai|'|1],'
hogpilal based Lherely, missing oul on Lo onlire range of
community based and experisnees, Mongovernmmental
arganiralions repregenlalion should besoughlinall commilles (ask
lorzes invalved wilh planning ol menlzl heallh aclivilies and
program implemenlalion 20 slale and national lesels
MO s Parlicipalion in Klemenlary Educalion

The necd of the hours §5 thal clementary cducation should Do
wniversalieod, socondary cducalion shoulel be vocalional zec and
higher cducalion should be expanded. Discussior on
uriversaligation ul elementory cloaloon bud Boeena Ltk ol paolioy
mdkaers ceen belore independend.

Wilhoul povernment equicing 2dditional supporl o (ullil thoe
cotmmitrients ke secieny, MNGOS parficipation enables them o reach
ok b the most valnerabls seebioms of the society, The centralibe of
adicalion in the dovelopmen| process canmaot he oversbated. Thare
Iz cxlonsive evidenee of high social and economic relurng Lo
educalion. cspecially primary education. Although the povernment
has been steadily increasing its investmenl in educalion, Lheo

reguirements and expeclalions of schooling have also grow
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It is an opportunities time in India for the government to build
partnership with the voluntary sector. The important of
nongovernmental organizations work has grow over the years, with
many nongovernmental organizations demonstrating successful
and cost- effective ways of addressing problems in educations,
whether it is to expand access to the disadvantages or to find
innovative methods to improve the quality of schooling.

The nongovernmental organizations surveyed have worked to
bring quality improvements at the school level. Their intervention
has focused on the school as the unit for reform and change.
Nongovernment organizations have expanded the scope of quality
improvements within the school. The nongovernmental
organization sector has developed and implemented incipient
concepts such as multi- grade, multi- level teaching, child- centred
teaching- learning process, and cognitive and non- cognitive
attributes in children and integrated learning. All the
nongovernmental organizations surveyed viewed community
participation as an extremely valuable contributor to increase the
quality of school education. Participations of parents in school
managements increase the accountability of school and attendances
rates of teachers and children.

All the nongovernmental organizations surveyed have
developed intensive ways of working with teacher. Co- opting
teachers as partners while understanding any new methodology
in teaching, learning or curriculum development is considered
essential and each nongovernmental organizations has its own
training models. The teacher training programs adopted by the
nongovernmental organizations surveyed differ significantly from
those offered through the government system in both style and
duration. Teacher training by the nongovernmental organization
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surveyved indicated that the cascade madel of teacher tradning by
the govermment 35 nit very efrectve.
Role of Mon-Governmental Ovganizations and Academic
evelogpmenl of 1h T'ribes of ‘Tripura

Lripura lics ina geoeraphically disad vanlages localion in lodia
az only one major highway connesls il seilh rest of The country,
Wilh lve mounlain ranges- beromira, alharamura, longllarai,
shakhan and jamow hills. Oures homelands'Tripiea is & places wilh
large Yarily ol indigonows people, |Tripura iz a small Slale in (he
Morlh- Easlern region of Tndia is a homeland af 18" (ribal
commurnilios it warigus arcag, The (ribos are as lellows | -
¢ Chakima
® Garo
% Halam
# lamalia
¥ Khachia
# Kuki
* Lopcla
# Lushal
¥ Mo
& Nunda
# MNoalia
& Urang
% Brany:
# Sanlal
# lripuri
& Lichui
% Ghil
% lihulia
& haimal
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Tripura a hilly state in north- eastern region of India is the
homeland of different tribes. Although there are 19" tribes in the
state. They could be divided into two major groups as ad- original
and immigrants. All the aboriginal tribes have been migrated in
this territory from a place in- between Tibbet, up hills of Burma
like Arakan Hills Tracts and Shan state and adjacent to China.
Aboriginal tribes are Tripuri, Reang, Jamatia, Noatia, Lusia, Uchai,
Chaimal, Halam, Kukis, Bhutias, Garos, Mog, and Chakma.

Other tribes like Bill, Munda, Orang, Sental, Lepcha, Khasia,
Bhutias, are the immigrant tribes came and settled here for
economic reasons.

Linguistically tribes of Tripura could be divided into three
groups : -

% Bodo groups
% Kuki- chin groups
% Arakan groups.

Tripuri, Reang, Jamatia, Uchai, and Noatias are Mongoloid tribes
and belong to Bodo linguistic groups of tribes. Kukis, Lusai and
most of the tribes under Halam tribes are linguistic belongs to Kuki-
chin groups and speak in kuki- chin language. Mog and Chakmas
speak in Arakan languages. By religion most of the Tripura tribes
follow Hinduism. But Lusai- Kukis are mostly Christian. Chakmas
and Mogs follow Buddhism.

In this all 19" tribes of Tripura education system is most
important to develop their backwards class that is why the
government as well as the nongovernmental organizations shall
developed the education system for their better livelihood. As most
of these tribes are staying in the hilly areas and they are unaware
of the education systems which are been formed in the city areas.
And in their place the education system are totally in a bad
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comdnetion and the beachers are ot available in the Bme. Tn place
af peting poods sdneadom during the chile Ame mose of rhe
children are wisbing their fime in playing and gathermy together
and going in(he loreslsweilh (hoir paronlg and callocling vepelzble
atud sale Ltho vegelable in Lhe markel or beside the read.

Ac Lheir paron|z aro uneducalod thow nover encourage Lhair child
o zonds ‘n the school @ne nover give any instroction aboul (he
colicalion becaluse ey ane nol aware thal eclucallon is necessany
lor (hoirbeller lile, Tlal is whi [ho nongovornmionlal organisalions
iz mos | necessary svslem bocause (hey can provide an awearcross
camp in Lhe backward arca basically lo (he parenls so, Lhal hey
will sed theit children to the s hool for the betrer life, By the process
al this Lhe nongovernmenlal grganizalions can cevelop Lhe
acadormic svslom in [he backward arcas, ol only [he educalion
svelemt bul Lhey can alsg develop Lhe cullural siruclure Lo develop
lhe cullural and arings The cullural model of struclure

As his eibes are een followings Lheic cogloms (rom e very
Begining il s vercy calliooll Wchanges thedr minc They ondy Telied
ol (hweir custom sl eee aned the pasenls oo never anstructod el
chold for Qe cduce leen Titerally ey Tove e Tife i e Bl plae
where Lhe academic svslem ane nol olally doseloped anc U
eachor are also ol o available ey lilesally focws i their cullueal
and traditomal system and advice their children abeat that foo,
Bk werth the cultiral and traditional the education alss muost
imporlant so lhal they can even developed Their calharal oo

As e non govornunenlal osganiecalions are working lfor |he
developrment of hwman beings ey also aeed fo focns moest in the
avademic development so thatmaost of fhe peoplowill beoducalod
and aware ol Lheir righland dulies, Uis litevally dillicull Lo changes
(he mind o (he parenls wwho slill conlinue o Beliel in [heir oeen
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custom but the nongovernmental organizations shall organised an
awareness camp and have a good communication with the society
people so that they can changes the mind of the people and formed
the education system in their locality where the people are totally
illiterate. It is not a simple work from the side of nongovernmental
organization to form such a structure they also need the supporting
system from the government too so that they can build a good
academic structure for the child and out coming future children
because they are the foundation of the state.

Asnow a day the education system has been developed among
the community because most of the parents are educated and aware
about the education is necessary for every people they bring and
develop their own children for the study purpose but that people
too need to come in the city areas where education system are good
but what about the poor people who are been living in the hilly
areas and some are willing to joined the school but cant joined it
because of the financial problem in their family. That is why the
nongovernmental mostly focus on that kinds of children and
provide them a free education system so that they can sets their
goals and achieve and make their future bright.

The non-governmental organizations shall tried to developed
the education system through organizing the awareness camp by
way of communication to all the parents so that their child can get
a better live life and came to know about their right and duty and
can teach everybody who are uneducated so that the out coming
child can develop from their childhoods. And also they can develop
their cultural and traditional structure.

The nongovernmental organizations shall also need to develop
the extra- cricurralm activity so that the children can be active in
every playing field. There shall not be any kinds of discriminations
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arneme the chtldren of poor and averame and they musk be brested
rroperly i pvery fomms
Conclusion

The role of non- governmenlal organizalion in zZcadomi
devclopnuent of tribal arca In'lripira. As Lhe neec of MO s most
imporlan| in [he develeprienl of the educalional syslom 2z the NCO)
ig working lfor Lhe benelil of people and Tor the dovelopment of
gocicly. Lducalion is hlerally iopoelant inocach and every one of
he peaple, T'e gainall Lhe knewlod ge cducalion is mos| imporlant
where (he BOO are deweloning Lhe seslem day by cav in overy
poor arca like hackwrard arca

| iterally themgin gaal of G0 i tor the developrment of pecple
awareness, W (he developmenl of academic avslem ey also
doewrzloping many lraining conlre mas(ly lor women so (hal lhey
can earn sgamelhing ler (heir Tamily, Ther arve alse providing, [he
agricu [ural gyalom lar farming personsg, And giving moro
imporant lepes of crealivily o e culdreen ard sapporting, the
child educalion svslem and also peeecling [ree educalion 1o cach
il ooy chilc.

Eeloronces

1. Hipa: £ 0w savalhoechilerun
1. W, avademdc ipurnala Ovy

300 Uwew Kloese. Tepos. Oy

. Wuane Aou. O | p

5. Wuaw, Nation. Com. P

Ao W Inipaea oo fism e in
Foowewewe nebionlonibugoy

B kayveorld-buddoy blogspot.in
156



-
o

==
=
3
=
v
@
=
Ly

-2
™
0
=
=
m

TRIBAL REZEARTH AND
CULTURAL INSTITUTE

D76 0= 80T 33- &

[SENE 07887067 0722




