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“This temple is the most important of all the manuments at Udaypur, but has
unfortunately fallen into such a state of neglect that a considerable outlay is necessary
to preserve it in proper order. It is built in a style characteristic of the later
Mohammadan period. It is square in plan with a passage on the east, facing the
entrance and recesses in the walls on the other three sides. The top is crowned by
a dome with a vaulted roof in pure Mohammadan fashion. The stone used in the
building is a kind of ash coloured slate stone. Some rather big blocks of stone are
used in the construction of the temple. There has been no attempt at decoration.
There are no images on the building. though a few niches are to be found on the
exterior walls. The temple was builtin 1661. A. D. in the reign of Govinda Manikya,
and was originally dedicated to Vishnu.

Conservation :-After clearing away the roots of trees and jungle from the top
and on all four sides up to a distance of 25 feet, a fence (permanent wire fence or
temporary bamboo fence) should be erected at a distance of 15 to 20 feet from the
building. In places. roots have penetrated into the masonry separating the walls
from the corner pilasters. They should be throughly extricated and the damage be
made good by grouting liquid cement in the cracks and rebuilding displaced masonry
with old stones in lime. The tree at the south west corner should be cut down and
its roots removed. In the centre of the south wall there is a big crack which was
most probably caused by an earthquake. The crack should be filled with cement
grouting, the interior of the gap, if too wide. being first filled with clean stone concrete.
On the north. except for the presence of small cracks and the cleavage of minarets
from the main body. the wall is in fair preservation. The facing of the lower portion
has in parts disintegrated through action of the weather. The worst damage. however.
has occured in the south-west corner, but unfortunately thick jungle has grown just
where there appear to be gaping hollows on the top of the wall masonry. rendering it
difficult to see what repairs are needed. Existing gaping hollows should be throughly
filled with cement concrete and facing stone work rebuilt in exactly the same type of
masonry as the existing wall masonry. The roof of the dome is also thickly overgrown.
The water proofing of the dome is a factor of such great importance for the stability
of the building that it must be taken up as early as possible after preliminery jungle
clerance. The whole roof should be terraced with 4" concrete and plastered with
cement coloured with suitable ingredients, so as to match the colour of the stone
used in the building. When the repairs as sketched above are completed the
surrounding area should be properly sloped, so as to drain off rain-water.”
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“The step brother of Raja, having obtained assistance from the Nawab of
Murshidabad attempted to gain possession of the throne; the Raja being a peace-
able man and not wishing to fight with a relative, fled to the king of Arakan,
who gave him a hospitable reception.”
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“Far in the jungles on the banks of the Myanee, an affluence of the Kassalong
River, are found tanks, fruit-trees, and the remains of masonry building,—evidence that at
some bygone period, the land here was cultivated and inhabited by men of the plains.
Tradition attributes this ruins to a former Raja of Hill Tipperah who, it is said, was driven
from that part of the country.”

Lewin’s Hill Tracts of Chittagong—p.6.
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* “The sixth, being arriv’d at a considerable Town, call’d Donapur, six
Leagues from Rage Mehale, 1 parted with Monsieur Bernier, who was going to
Casembasar and thence to Ogoule by Land ; for when the River is low, there
is no going by water, by reason of a great Bank of Sand that lies before a city
call’d Santiqui.”

Tavernier’s Travels in India—Book I, part II, Chap. VIII.
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