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Chenchus are cne of the most nrimitive tribegl groups of

indhre Prtdsshvhe are painly at the food gathering and hunting

sbace of economy. it the V Five year Flan, special attention is

hains naid Lo 5 he pricitive tribal groups in India who a re facing
npobhiens of survivel., Chenchus living in the byckward and conti-

g Greas of Mbhaooobqeoar, Falgomda, dyderabad, Kurnool, Guntur
and Prakacham districts are identified as primitive ard isolated

trival grouo,

Ty~

In srder to pronote accelerated development of ths
Chenchug who are & pre-agricultural level of technology, this
plan 1s prepared to imdicate  advance action necessary to create

the vrover ecorsuic base for perspective development of t he

\
=

jny

Chenchus. Formu;aticn of this plan for Chenchus is fraught with

geveral limitationg. The Chenchu viilagss situated in Nallamalai

(L)

gion of Kurnoo; and Prakashan dlstrlCuS vere treated ag R
wijﬁ?qes and ther were underthe control of Forest Devartment. The
COM”uu*tv deveWO T t‘progra:ne axd Panchayat Raj Institnts
were not extended So these forest villages. Therefore basic

dunea on all developmental activities was net available to asece
tha present level of developrent of Chenchus. ILand rescords are

not availeble in these forest villages.as they were until recengl-

not WK er revenue 3ur1Qd1cL10n.

Dyen in Achampet Block of illahboobnagar distriet where

cormiunity development prograrmes have been extended , the Chenchus

(_)J
-

did mot recelve any special attention which wag warrénted

their backvardness . In general this group did not receive the

them as they & .
ttention due to livas in scattered settlements maxing thew

o

local ninority group, besides being least vocifeporgiue to low
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CHAPTER -~ 1

INTRODUCTION

A couple of hundred Kilometres scuth of Hyderabad
metropolis flows the river Krishne through = deep canyon
in the heart of green wildermess., 1In both the flenks of
+he Krishna river stand the hill ranges which have been
excovated by the river over the past several millennis
make its owm: zourse. The northern extension of the hills
in the Mahaboobnagar District is known as Amarsbad plotenu
while the southern extension of the hills runs across the

Furncol and TFrakasham Districts. These hill renges =re

govered with dense tropical woodg popularly knowm as

NWallamalai forests., AT the approacih of the riﬁer fristmn
one discovers a moderz: township throbbing with activity,
breaking b e stillness of the sylvan surroundings, A
amoll sleepy settlement called Egalapenta £.11 o few
yecrs ago has transformed into a modern township with

the commencement of the work of giont Srisailam IIydro--

electric Project, A bridge spons the river to connect



e
the two regions long separated by the river Krisimn,
b o~

% Susmipente The mResive progromme for

Leroes Yhe wAXver
e rishmo for power generation is going
toming the mighty Kri . ' "

- mny sonds o : ™ o
on round the ciock. Thousand T peop le, Bnglneers,

=

killed end unskilled workers from far Ooff places equi-
SK1 <
pped with modern machinary cLe engaged in thig titanic

task.

1 e -~ o S a3y = 3 =
Ls The sun rises in th e east ol-

earingthe morri~

ing fog, one beholds th e mgnificient Srisailam Temple

complex, standing in pure white ngningt 1ush sylvan back
T o ormis den 'Kalaghagt ~n .-
drop. T e gleaming golden BEEBLUOT T fobled

Shivaji and Xrishna Devae Rayq Towerg 8Tree

T th e Pilgrims
from a distonce. The ancient shrine

ot SI’iSO,ilam soncti~
fied by one of Jyotir Lingag iy 4 SoUNtry Qrowg geversl
vhonsamies ol PLl ol Tear frop 21l over the count Y
Ivery day is 2 festival doy With Piigrims Coming from
b =
various part-s of countryperforming Titua] g and nggocinted

cercmonies, Day beging at davm fromp the

of Srisnilam - 571 Mallikarjum, « '
, R “ramarembe Devl

with 'Suprabhatham!', pp, devotionql' {
g SR i Teverberzting

th e Krichnm Valley wakeg . s ’
1ive up To enter #ne

Y g 22 e A T
SR W lae pilgil
iy [T ey
-1C VC{LU.

and the microphone blareg Music ends

: Ry
quin bearers shoulg immedin+e heneyy palon~

Tor duty

AR5k ‘the Lord

pare the palanqguin for and pre-



To inQuisitive pilgrime terple suthoritiies ezplair
thet. the Ehenchis {were the fdrsiyinhabihenta o & Tel it
spiler and the presiding deitiec of Sriceilex were origi-
nelly the Chenchu dsities. The Chenchus 2re still =21lowed
to perform thelr speciel rituel. .to the Aeities now czlled
‘tunbhosteven' on 'Jheitre Sudde Pournami' every veer.
ie the Srisasilem gredually grew into 2 grest Hindv pil-~

grim centre, the traditionel rights of the Chenchus were

protected in the forwm of 'Chenchu lettes' and 'Palleki

[o7]

‘eve' otc., Until 2 decede 2go, Srisailen was the hub
af Chenchu life endé econoty. =>ven to this dev Srisailear
continues to be the centre of Chenchu hebitet not only

ceogrephically, but elso economicelly with the estoblich—

. ent of gient Hydro-Flectric Flant in ite proximity.

S BVIRONLENT, ECONCMY <NL cUC0LéL: YOTELis

A

Frow the top of _bivaji Gopurem over locking the

ryighnea, one coupende @ birdts eye view of the hich
3 (=

fores

of the river Lriehna constitutes the femous imerebad

pletesu in jlehehoobrager Dietrict. 4£long the southern

AlanE faf the, riven . nun the Nallemelsi hills. The Follow

melesl hills ruu geross in the Listricte of Furnool and

tyekashar., 1t 1s these dense woods ringed by the Nella-

malei hille end imerebad pletesu thet constitute the

 hief hepitet of Chenchu Trite.
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rodonindi

right penk of the Krishne river the hills

tend into toe t2luks of Ltwelur end
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end Giddelur and Herkepur
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t e luks
i A
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uth
eight of the renge is about

«nd cxtend s0
mhe oversge he

o T ¢ porth, the hille cluster 2rour
c06 meters. rowerds 0 ’ €Uﬂ
ountein nucleus of Iswerekuppem
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> :

jte northern Fai g
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PLOJECT &kRa:

The Chenchu hebitet was originclly confined to
the Fellemelei hill tracts. But the Chenchu population
for various reasons in the lest one or itwo centuries head
cpilled over into the neighbouring areas. 4As 2 recsult
the Chenchu hetitet now ertends over the districts of
l.ehkookneger, lurnool, FTrakacshem, Guntur snd Fealgonde.
ihere fpre 2lso swreall pockets of chenchu populetion in
HEydersked, werengel and Khewrem districts. However, the
project 2re= for implementption of Chenchu plan is con-

fined to the contiguous ereas of Mshhoobnagar, Kurz BRLEe 1
q}derqb e
Irekeshen, Guntur,/and N?léOﬁLE districts for the sake

of eduinistretive convenience. The Chenchu population

b

~+
HJ

. s
3wy HEG

(i

1 out erees does not exceed 10% of the totel
chenchu populetion which cen be renefitted under norwesl

Tribel Yelfere programres.

The Chenchu project eres covers chenchu settle-
rents of Acherpet Block @nd Kollepur Bloclk in Mehboolk-
nager Distfict, Devar9kdnde Block in Nalgonde District,
Ltwakur 2nd Nandyal Torest Divisione of Kurnool District,

Yerregondepalew, Giddelur end Merkepur Blocks of Prake

5%

cher District and Macherle Rlock of Guntur Districi where
ihe chenchu live in congiderable concentretion. The

project sres ig contiguous ond ig bound on the north by



Iielgonde District, on thec scuth by Cuddapeb and Nellore
Listricts, on the eest by Prekeshew, and on the west by

liehboobtneger Tistrict.

The identified project sres covere 128 chenchy
cettlements of which 25 settlenents are in schedyleg
2rez2 and the femeining €6 settlerents 2re in non-sche—
duled erea. The total chenchu population in the projent
éree is 14,300 of which 23.2% of chenchy Populetion re-
cides in scheduled 2ree whicht is in heheboébn9gar dig~
trict. The villege-wise porulstion Perticulers are

furnished in the inneyure-I.

THYSIC:L FELTUKES:

The entire project area belonge to the sape
geograpnicel formetion. It belongs to hrchaean age ang

ig made up of the neerby horizontal SIiseil?m, Or Irlas-
conde sand stone quartziteg, » stege a2t the top of the
Cuddepah systerw. The quertzites were denudeg away ang
the underlying grenite comes to the Surface along

the
imerehad-tiannanur velley which formg a Cultivap], L
= 3 p Pin.

Hedepu Chelame valley sleteg 8re 0% an
thick series of white brownish red spg dirt _
¥ Pink g1
riat
lying guartzites 2nd quertzitic geng stones "
: : nes,

form the top most formation of the Irighps



nemed after the greet temple of Sriseilsom. The river
“richna.hed cut 2 deep gorge into these guertzites 211
elong ite course in the X¥ellomslei dividing the Xurrnool
and Frekashew Tistricte frow iizhabooknegar District
Ferruginoue varieticns 2re algo noticed here 2né there.

it pleces thin beds of purple sheles ere met with.

ihe hills ere seemed with nerrow velleys which
cut through the hills from north-east to the south-wes
in Amerebed platesu end south-west 1o north-esst in the
Nellemelei hills., 1In the rz2iny ceoson torrents
through the rocky ravines into Erishra, but

monsoon these hill streame run dry exposing

rocky beds., During dry seeson the principel sources of

1 oter fre £ few eprings which ooze from the etresn b

n

-,

end even mountein gides. The Chenchu hebitet is generslly
chereclierised by the scercity of potsble weter suvpis

it is thig

(.
('Q

thet probebly prevents lerge cceal

cettlements of Chenchus There 2re, however, one or two

winor perenniel streems like Gundle Kamme vhich nmeender

through the Chenchu habitet. The Iris

]
=
"'$

h’

- throughout the veesr. A3 Prof. Heinmen
v.ery .opily degeyibes the various ph“seu P e vy
Brishnesin. @ gear: thys s " regring\ wWturting wide HiBces

ing the gorge during the monsoon, it folls in dpril oxd

ey to 2 clear stresm, flanked v yellow s2nd berkes and



s of cracked, sun burnt rud: in some pleces it

M

streten
cshrinks within its rocky begin end run Geer, nerrow =nc
green, or lingers in trencuil pools ot the foot of

ed s#nd stone cliffs, but in others where the

N
H

nek s

(

flow is diffusecd over long stretches of pebbles ang

toulders it rushes in broesd shellow repigen»

CLllaTE:

In the mein chenchu habitat the JE€ar is punc-
tuated by three sessons cherselerised py eherp varijao
tiore in temperatureland reinfell, Svumer lests from
ciddlie of TFebrusrv to the end of May during which ihe
teuperature reaches 105° F. The Sunmer is followed ny
einy seecson. The reins.etert early in Jure opg 1gg£
until Octorer with interruptions. The annys) DY &cipio

=tion in the eree Pverzges 25". In the highey hill
AT E = O

b
N

2 the reinfa 18, el =
rea the reinfall ig. ebovagqigus Hinor

hellewmelzsi 2
(S hOW (SR ela

occur during other ceesons. Iror Noverber the wint
Winter
lecte till Februery. The nighte ere such colgey in th
the

Thenchu .belt then in the neighbouring pleins in t \
: 0 the winter,
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The Chenchu hebitet is 2 typicel refuge fsrea of
£ trite of priwitive hunters znd food-gatherers. The
rocky terrein end poor type end depth of soils in the
higher i?nges offer little =cope for egriculiure and
hence the forests heve remepined iwnmune to the deprede~

tions of culiivetors from pleins. Endowed with & rick

eriety of flore and feuna the eres provided the forest

<

inhebtitents with sufficient produce of the forest.

The Chenchu hebitat endowed with 2 veriety of

)

floxe 2ndé feaune chenpeg its fec

-

> 1in congonence with the
ceegsons of the yesr., The seascnes ond ocmcdmi%ant in-

fluence on the iforest fre greaily refleciced in the life
end ecconowy of the Chenchu trike of focod getherers and

hunters, ~ 4 vivid description of the merked phases

in
ennuel cycle of netursl vegetction in the Chenchu covniry
ie ueeful in understending the forest potentizlities of
the erea. In the tropicel deciduous forests of ithe
Ghenchu belt, the trces leden witk leaves, renging from
deep green, bright yellew teo fleming red stert shedding
Iy the end of the Janusry. The tall gress slowly wilte
:nd turne strew-ccloured . But the sutvin lend-scepe is
here 9and there studded with smell bushes covered with

vink blossoms. g the tempersture slowly increases and

the winter coléd recedeg, the treces lose thelr leeves ond
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fresh luscious green of the new foliage of the forest,

the ripening rerrie

m

of Buchenenis Letifolia, Ficus

Rengelensis, rengoes ené #n abundance of liohwes flower

o |

ersld epring in the life of Chenchu. &s the springs
ushers in, the pericd of want cuddenly ends 2nd period

of plenty coumences for the Chenchus.

By June the entire forest looks lush with new
foliage. The monsoon breaks out in June to nurture the
gress.' Soon the ground turns into 2 green cerpet spreed
from horizon to horizon. By sugust the vegetetion thiclkens,
the c limbers with lerge leaves, tengles of white end
lewon tinted flowers lend colour to the green teck grop.
In pleces the forest turns into blocks of impenetrsble
thickete. The weather is cool end demp, the wmonsoon sun

pleying hide and seek scroes the eloudy sky.

LUNA ¢

s

The tropicel deciduous forests of the Chenchu
hakitet constitute the home of & greet veriety of wild
gene. There ore censidereble numbers of bears, penthers,
hyeenes, wild cetgs end wild dogs. In sowe erees, tigers
etill pose = denger to cetile ernd men. Sember, spotted
deer, wild goet, nilgei, iour horned entclopes =nd wild

pigs ere nunted by the Chenchue with tow end errows.

The smaller garve such 2s here, red ~nd grey squirrel,
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porcurine, brown end grey monkeys, rets, mwice end mopi-

tor 2re hunted by the Chehchus for food.

There are rultitudes of vividly oolouredhbirdo
of vhich thc pee-~cocks ere most greceful, Jungle fowle
= - v “ e
perrots, doves 2nd pigeons, crows, wood reckers, wog
& o &

t2ile end hostes of smeller birds =re found throughout

] k. P '-;.:,_ - ‘.,.',:t.l_ - . 4 .'" -
the eree. Numerous weter birde live elong the Krishna

snd Gundleskamnme valleys, while birds of Prey like kij
2 AL T e,

hewk, esgle end vulture fre common in the area

The veytiles, both poisonous apg NON-10j
et} ISOI]OUS

T ‘.J = ..I e S \2cy I .._I \.,']) & .l..! i ‘JL.' R Oj _L' I) St C S =) e ~
FQ (l - = \.r‘ [ble[’]tjf.-'
L“ i!l

.L[— '(L' s Ser=e) t; to iI] Che 3 bu-]dal) I (l[ <

1

ihenchu hshitet honey tecs flourde
Chenchu h ¢ 1oney tecs flourigh, providing hone

fogreat Quantities for dhe honey Collectiny Gy,
= % C-US,

R BN SR i ' Y 2. S0 [ 4 e T r
DHENCHIU Hapdiley LhnllUbd AGES:

T+ < ; i b

Lt it 1n . wqgege forestey
foreste walled off 4

i O G

hill rangee 1a&st the primitive tribe of Chench
; *ASNEHY Jrs
living in 7 <tete of sewi-ceclusion frgp b en
i k HE in1rpe "

a state of perfect €Cologj

They lived in :

a a
. cal equ1libriuw
until the sutsiGere encroached o xbid |

) 20me,

.‘I]hc‘~
ie copious sviience 1o believe thet the Ch .
) s ‘:nChU h
. 8hit s
hes hzg ion: Giztorv of contadts . But it 4 tat
L < U E! *nr\t ]
> T : & "Now
precicely vurs the first treak in ¢y, secly 3
FaS 210n
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trekking., onpell temples were 2lso built 2long the routes

Such temples &cre found et Unmereheswsream end Negeluti,
The Chenrchus living in the‘cettlements situsted 2long
the routes used tc lead a syrbiotic life, They used to
work es guidecz end porters to the pilgrime in jungle
trecks. <hey used to protect the pilgrime frop wild
predators 2unc in return the Chenchu used to collect tya_
ditdignal golee Trom the pilsrims. ITt,ds these doleg
thet susieined the Ch erchus living 2long the rCutes for

'\_ﬂ oy s 2 By D s
meny 2 moxtin in e year. Wnen the doles got exhausted,

khey £21) beck on foresgt for feod,

fhere exe reny ruins in the Nellewrlag ang

hrerebed pletesu to speek of the contacts in the pore

= TN 1 b i T © 4 £ G o) r . 4
Zecent SEERIELS "ot 108 wres.  TheSmvitre s oty i te d

’ Nagao
luti in Ataskuzr Telul o f Furnool District, Chenneke}
'egaya

iveripelle i e
ripelle in herkapyr Teluk of

Cca

Swemi Yewple necor Gen

Prakeshan vistrict #nd ruined forts ang towers ot Ch
- 2 Lendrp_

gupte anc i.ecicenker in Achempet Talyl in Mgh?boobn
egpr

District festily to the age 0ld contacte between Ch
Gl’]chuS

and rulers irow outside. There are algg meny el

tenks on the 4uersked pleteau and 4n the Naq)
‘@ llemala foreste

constructed long time heck. These camnpt p, the
FMEE WoTkeg

of pre-eszriculturel Chenchus, Thege M2y be the
= DA I‘Crnajl
i ’JS

of the militery out posts stationed there 4, Buarg
2rd the

frontiers of verious kingdoms in tnpe bast, 1 th
€ dchep.

IJ - "' ‘J-,JK9 ;"’ '\"“ ZA 4 f’ . ; = 2 O-f OCCUpF l jo
4 e
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cutsiders especieslly et pleces 1lik e Mennenur, Umeneleswrreo
Lmerebad =nd RBoremecheruvu even before the Nirawm's rule

in the arca*,

It is not known thet how long the infiltrestion of
the Chenchu srea hy the cutsiders continued but their in-
flueéée orn the Chenchus sppeprs to heave remeined supsr-
ficial. The contects between the groups did not scer to
heve fostered into 2 gymbkiotic reletionship. Once the
immigrents end inveders hed left the 2ree, they were soon
forgotten; only their ruined forts, temples, welle end
tenks remeined behind es endowments of the outeiders to the
Chenchus., These weter sources might heve 2lso influenccd
the gettlement pettern of the Chenchus whose hebitet bee

Teen werked by ecuie scercity of weter.

In the long checuered history, the Chenchu hobitet
¢id not register any marked chenge, until the foreste of
the eres were teken under catrol of Yorest Depertment for
moéern menegement &nd commerciel exrloitetion towerds the
close of 19th Century. Iventhough meny other groups in-

filtreted into whet wes the treditionel home of the Chenchu,

_— e Eme e  ems e e me e m  ww e e S e e MM me  me wm S e e me —s

*C,Von Puror Heimendorf; The Chenchus, London (1943)
T dacd. b, 58



(1€ )

: e e e
HOT gily be distinguished by
; or woman cen €&

- chenchu el

[

it i : # sytrene beckwardnees.

one Gue 10 his primifive feptures end eriTEmC
Inspite of long contacts with outstders, the

cpenchu cab eosily be igentified by his coarse end pri-
;itﬁve festures . However, the chenchus do not constituie
o homogenous ~thnic group. Heclally they can be clessi-
field into two types. The first group is more primitive
ONE char?cterised by "a low face, steep forehead, o deep
depressiorn ot the rool of the nose, e€yes overhung by
otrong supré ortital ridges snd 2 broad, flat nose with
wide nostrils. The wouth is lPrge vith 2 tendency to prog-
sothen OF ;sther small ond child like with full upturned
1ipe. The chin is smell end pointed fd ususlly recedingh«
Ln&average chenchu 18 of slender, medium steature, the
Fverage height}of nen being eround 160 Cm. Their skin
colour 1is usually pleck snd rerely feir., The heir is
cosrse end WeVy or curly. The feciel growth is very wesok
o ek EVE VELY sparse grovth of becrd =nd moustaches
Lccording 1O peasurements of B.S. Guha #end observations
cf C. Von Furor Haimendorf, ell Chenchus ere dolicho-
cephelic. The cecond group is mostly found in tpe

_.—-—-——---
- -

-— . e
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— —
— — — =

%0 Von Furor ijeimendort: The Chenchus,London (1943) Vo
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periphery of the wein Chenchy hebkitetl in the mixed
villeges or 2t the close proxinity of Telugu people. The
second group is rmeore progrescive in sprearence than the
first group cheracterised by 2 more prominent nose, @
longer fece end & stronger chin. Prof. Heimencdorf is of

the opinion that csome of the someatic cherscteristics o

t=h

the no st ancient siratur in Indiezn reacial history which
~ickstedt found smong the primitive tribes lite Panyen

end Kenikkers are exhibited by the first group of Chernchus.

The extreme beckwerdness is reflected in socieol

end culturel life of the Chenchu. 1In the long merch of

huwen civilisetion, these sons ¢f the forestes =secmed to

nrve missed their tra2in of pregress. They lost their woavy

grol s eupp” shelter -in' this Neefug s Areaifclie Cragkifi rterfain )
uricontrellskle vegeltestive growth, lock of mejor weter

cource did not perwit sgriculture. The luxurisnt forcsts
endowed with rich flore &nd feune, nowever,
cstore house of 2 wide variety of neitursl vegeterien end

non-vegeterien fcod for the Chenci. In course of time,

1he Chenchu d¢veloped the eriifecte, socifectes 2nd wenti-

L)

ects suited to hie style of 1life in bis inhospitable

ungle hebitet.

T

The Chenchus in the heert of Yellewelesi end

rerrhabhed pleteau veecwed to hove remeined 2lwost totelly
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secluded ond time cecmed 1O heve stopped for them. The

cilgrim tmartie L8 the last geveral centuries #nd

rest Pdministration neve hed but superfici?l influence

o

£
L

the social and culturel 1ife of the Chenchus. Thelr
ccgre end primitive rateriel and non-meterisl cultural

treits jpdicete thet they remeined stegnent for several

centuries . Ferisht?'s account of Chenchus confirms this.

ferishte descriting the Chenchus I his 'History of

. e S e~ NN i g
selten ip 1604t wrote: Thelr cOmmCH food is hecney, the

e Bl TEERS plapis #0010 flesh of enimale ceught

)

iy, bunting. hey 2T€ exceedingly plack with long heir

ol EEery pert of thelr vodies, end on their hesds wore
pede of the léaves of PEEES: Fech men hed with hiw
cd BTTOWE apnd 8 how for hunting. They molest no
crne end 1ive in caverns OF under the shedy brenches of

trees'¥. A reconnoitrel curvey of the Chenchus in aAndhre
+yedesh conduct €d py the pribel Culturel Research and
rreining Ipstitute, fyderaked reveals that the Chenchus
in the int erior Nallemel?i md Perhabed forests heve not
ok enged much fro® the tiwes of Ferishte. They still live

s chil dren of the forest. For these Chenchus, life fr
e from

pirth 16 jeath i8 € long #nd hezerdous struggle for food

—— e ets HistorrRer ¥
thon scott serighbals ALBLE o Deccan Shrewsb
L, Tol.1I, P.B.83, 84, A
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In their eternasl pursuit for fcod, the Chenchus
lezd 2 sémi-nomedic life. Their renge cf pereé}ination
ie dectermined by the aveiletility of flera endé feuna,
Tocetion of Foreet coupes ere slso =n importsnt factor
in Betermining the veregrinetion pettern, s most Chen-
chue depend upon forest letour for some months. In
cccordence with their semi~nom?dic life, the Chenchus

-

tuild

m

irple shelters or hute with locslly eveiletle

reteriel,

Moet of the Chenchus tuild houses of hawbkoo and
thetceh them with greass. These constitute their permenent
snelters. Mkeny of ithem ercct temporesry conicel sheped
hute without sny wells znd roof them with leaf lsder
trariches. The tewporery sh?lters areercotiedoan The
prowipity of "Ippa! Treeg or nesr forcsts coupee. The
permenent settlement ie inhebited in the reiny seacon eng
grecter pert of winter. They move swsy from the p ema~
nent villages end live in swall temporery settlerente

during the next sceson.

The community life is weekly develcoped esrong the
Cnenchus unlilke among other trikves. The weak community
tife 1 reflected in the Chenchu settlement pettern.

1t is not urconmpon to find lone chenchu hut sec luded



fromw the rest of the Chenchu settlément. It i¢ interest-
ing to note thet brothere do not live in Prozimity., It

¢ ettributed to the institution of levirste ancng the
Chenchus. The wife Is 2 prized possession of EVETY

g Benelyd o Eerrisgs costs bim 2 fortune, Hence he cannot
hifdrd to merry egain. Life is iwmpossibtle for the Chen-
chu without wife. Food gethering snd nopey collection
expeditions require the essistence of bis wife, e the

levirete merricges ere in vogue in the Chepoyy iribe ,

~

the Chenchu ren does not trust bl e brothere, He keeps

~wey from bhis brothers both in COnstructing houses and in
hezerdous honey collection and huntingvexpeditions be-
ceusc of his ingrained suspicion thet the brother who iec

cntitled to inherit his wife 2fter hie deeth pa

1

to kill him in these dengerous pursuits to claim e A

econonmi ¢ asget his wife. The'affines ope therefore pre-

ferred pertrers in all these risky €Xpeditione .

CHINCHY DWELLINGS:

The Chenchu huts 2re entirely mede of local
rrteriel. The permenent buts consiest of éirculer wall =ngd
# conicel thatched roof. The circular well is generally
cf wettle. As bemboo ig sveilable in ébundpnce, they
use bemboo wettle. The wettle wa'l ie seldop plestereq
Tl mpd, I i sdill werer 1o find white weshed chep

chu bouses, The Chenchu hute ere ketween & to 15 feet
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in dismeter. The eree of the circuler huts veries

cccording to the economic strtus #nd size of the fomily.

4After choosing the house site, 2 clesring the
cite for house constructior, the Chenchus bring the
necescsery batboos numbering 25 tc 30, They prepere the
herboos by triuvming to the required size. The plinth
of the hut dis meesured with & piece of stxring or bamboo
peesure. 1Ihe centre of the plirth is merked »nd with
the help of a 'string-me2sure the circle is érewn. 4&long
the circle 2t every 5 or 4 inches bemboo stakes of 3 to
4 feet length are hitched.  Towards the e2st an opening
of 3 feet wide is left for doorwsy. When the wells ore
woven to g height of 4 feect, the linlel resting on two
forked voste is setl up 2nd leshed with fibre to the
waettle wells, 4 door frewe is fixed up in the opering
rrovideé for in the wattle wall, The entire wettle

g
cstructure is 80 simple £#nd rortsble thet it is sope-
tiries woven et o convenient plece under shady tree eng
trensported on completien, to' the house gite by the Chen-

chu themselves,

While the nen are engeaged in constructing the
nouse, tne wowen grther thetching greee »nd steck neor
“ire house. The men thetch the roof with the gress

cbetebing is worked frem bkelow upwerce. Yach leyer of
<



verleps the one below. The thetch is he¢ld in

)
o
]
wm
rn
O

viecce by 2 strip of berbkoeo thet encircles the roof erd
~ie s £ binder which 1s tied to the rafters. When the
+hetching is corpleted, long trigged bemboos ere leid cver

ihe theotch ené leshed to the crown 10 prevent the thatch-

ing gress from being tlown off by the wind.

The temporery huts of Chenchus 2rc¢ simpler and

€]

cmeller end cen te erected in 2 few hours. The gress i
thetched over e simple conical frdae work of ‘stick or

neuboos tied 2t the spex. The hege dizsmeter is seldom
core then 6 fest. The entrence is &0 smell that one has

to kpeel into the hut.
GO GILRAL
LN Ty

Phe Chenchus ere’ essentielly a2 tribe gf hunters
food getherers. & vest mejority of them inhebiting
ihe forests of Nellemalel end Amerebed pleteay cont inye

, pe in this lowest and primevel stege ¢ f hymen develop

- The dense forest-clad hilly country seryeg as
(34 iU . > i : P

(&
=

retuge eres for these primitive groun isoleting thep PEn

the rein streswof the society. Despite tpe fleeting

coniects with the outside world

v

through pilgrip Popul e~
iop {rOm VETY eerly times, the currente of chenpe 4p
ipe ecmomlc tphere thet ewept through the nelghbouring

r1eins did 1ot secen to heve reached the Chenchuys Tl



Chienchu hebitet hes been lergely immune to cutside in-
fluences., The shortege of weter coupled with steence of
rertile chunke of 12né in the Chenchu belt hes been &2
iirjor constreints Hr developrent of sgriculture. At the
s ene time, due to these two fectors the Chenchu eres did
not ettract egricultural vopul stion frow the neighbouring
tleins. These geo-humen fectors heve cantributed to the

stegnetion of the Chenchu economy.

Describing the Chenchu econony three end e half
decedesego, Christopbh Vor Furor Heiwendorf Virote: "The
snenchu dependes for nine tenth; of his fcod supply on thet
which neture provides #2nd it is only 2 liwmited rumber of
fewilics who, by owning 2 few dorestic animels, =re emerg-
ing frow thie lowest 2nd priwmevel stege of humen develop-
EEGS e Cu D sion il (an'erg Ly nsst et de o (b is nitay
ing of small plots of willet cor Indien corrn =2nd the reic-
ing of # few tormotoes end chillics in the immediete Vel st
of the houses. The resultent crops, however, ere two negli-
£ikle to =2dd eppreciebly to the food surply of the Chenchus®
“hree snd 2 helf decpdes have not brought sktout =y merked
chenge in the life and econory of Chenchu. The observe-
ticne of Heimendorf held good even todey for the Chenchus
oi interior Nellewelai end Farhabted, Lhée recent reccommoi-

trel survey provides erple empirical evidence in support

of thig.
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Jlmost 21l Chenchus living in the Ne llemelei

(@

forests #né Ferhebed ond idrerebed forests depend elmost
cntirely on forest for food end work. For e mejor pert

51 the year the Cperchu relies vpon the digging stick end
the forest is the veritakle store house of their food. The
~henchu celender ig rmarked by various seasone for tuters,
aoEhe . FERLt 85 B LEEVES end genie hunting., TIxcept during

the period when the Chenchu get sufficient money income

fyom Torest labour, the Chenchu is engeged in collection

of ecible forest produce.

the most importent item of their food is & lerge

(0]

rricty of tuber (Gaddas) eechk of which hes 2 ceperote

5 erdod JSox; harvest. ihe wost importent of the trbers ies

Wil L deade’ It is 2 tuber of @ lerge leaves Yellow

Ve s )
£1 nwered jungle plent. ihe Chenchu mostly Cepend uporn ov
tNellegodda' 1D Pebruery #nd herch, 'Irevelagadda!
~m¢ 'Hulegadde',. tWO igportent tubers of yem like creepers

sre syeilellc throughout the ye&T excert during the mon-

ccon. 'Chenchu tsdde' is enother importent root which the

“nerchus collect moetly during the reins when the other

: i o iyt = P e
tubers freE scerce, while 'Tonde Geodde' 1€ coll ected et.2ll

' € - eaten P i 'hepa—
-cesons, its ripencd gpade ore egten rAwW i1 June . SElnks

ure Gedda' 1g % round bulbous root of o swAll wild plant

w.hich sproute Up with first rrins 2nd 1s ready for cellee-

tion efter monsoon. Tte pods are fleo collected end boiled



(25

to extrect seeds for consuwmption. There is the ubicuitous

Lo

"ieti Gedde' which is consumed only inrecute -scareity of

other ‘Cesddes'.

[
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m
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idees them ¢ wide veriety of fruits,

nutes end

\—b
._J
O
=t
T
=
m

tiay pl cascriteds p?lete.. In Jenvery, he
collects the l?rge brown velvety pods of .dde creeper.

fhe poés ere rossted or bolled to extrset the green seeds
for constuption. | Shertly @fterwardsiftarPrind frailteis

collected. The sour temesringd fruit is coseted with sgh to

reduce ecidity end esten rew by the Chenchus till the end

(ASHE

¢ ~Febtueryee Thensconetihe feneennterriva®or Whiron jd

{Gherepeppu) in Herch. The shelle ere crecked eng

e
e extrecied endteaten.’ ‘Buring , HMepchy A 'Chirenii™ iz the
only .mejor fcrest produce for (Chenchu wh en other fruites
afid.roots become -scarce. . By first¥weckiSol April, howswmer,
foregt food prospecte improve 'Mikirikail' Ficue infectorie,

Ticus

(iq

lemerets 2nd Ficspyros melenoxylorn ripen one efter

rnother, herelding » rcricd cof plenty for the Chenchu.

The commence the seescn of !IPP4' for which the

Chenchu .esgerly ewelt. Ihe Chenchuy go to

s

be "Trpe? Hess

at -the first greying of dswn to pollect the wing fells af

corcllee. The Ippes flower seeson lests two menths T ch

cf the hervest is boliled #ngd elal; ®hale o staller vor
a2 (G G by =
thed de =% salde coeoh (:!Py 1(‘}7 individusl fﬁl‘-’il"\eq foxn
gigE liation of LionerE, The Chenskhna i '
be Chencbug boil tpe 1eeves of
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18 slant with 'Tppe' flowers.to counderect e sickly
cwsetness of the Ipps flewer., The 'Ippa’ flower is
ied in sun for several deys. It is sorked in weter

wenty four hours fnd 2llcowed to fermernt , ‘'Kerske

. order to precipitete fermentationm,

By key the Chironji fruitz ripen ~nd the Chenehy
ot the plessent sweet flsvoured YUlp =g well as the
crnele. It is during this pricd, thet wild wengoes

~vd froit of Picue hengaleénsis come intc serson, Towerds

lesves of temerind are collected, heiled smd ssten., Then

the heredu fruit (Luvgenis Jdrrboo lene) by the end of

With outbresk cof wmonsoon, nuncércovs plents sprout

o The tenéer leaves ¢#re collected by the Chenchu. Armong

she leeves Irequently consumed by the Chenchus esre Iogel
Lnrd, Poyli Kurs, Beuks kvure, Bodu Kerle Eure =nd ther

ryre. Fror Cetokber to Jenueary, the Chinchu heve ncthing
tul tubere., It is during this.period theh THels LEt 2e

!

gyveid of yitel BAutrientiss

Foney collectior ccretitutes tne most importent

conoilc pursuit fér the Chenchue for some months in »

¥rd
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year., VWhen the forest is 2glow with inflorescence of
Rosgwellis serreta 2nd Albizzie procere, the honey-collec-
tior seeson commences. Honey is seldonr used to supple-
ment the Chenchu diet. Honey is extrzcted from the corks
ernid g0ld to plains people. Only the enpty combs contein-

ing lervee #»nd wex are esten by the Chenchu..

Collecticn of honey ie very hezardous. The Chen-
chu set out in srell periies of three on honey collection
cxpeditions., They firet locete the honey couwbs 2nd decide

{ hessieehniign €' t.o “teFeuploves for oo Lleenigd’, = | By ery

tcetnioue involves skill ené rigk., If the honey comb is

citusted on the cliff fece, long ropes zre used 1o scole

tke cliff feace to reach the corbs., These ropes ere secured
tc & tree or the cliff top to be wetched over 'ty e rels—

vive who ig woetly e brother-in-lew cr son-ir-lew,

A twigged bewboo is first tied to the end of

~

s
stout fibre rope which is slowly let down over the side
of the cliff. & chenchu wPn climbs down the rope ond
stending on the twigged bemboo perellel with the honey
cerbh lashes himéelf firmly to the bemboo so0 thet hie erms
rre ifree for the work in wend. The nen outop of ile
cliff elowly drops & long rope to which is stteched ¢
berbed bemboo spike, end the men on the twigged bemboo
begins to. swing sc &s to resch ihe honey comb with berbed

beiiboo spike.
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cpening of rosds end cxtension of the ectivitics of the

hos trought severel chenges in the

=

Ecrest_DepPrtucnt,

dictery hebits of Chenchus. The influx of a2 lerge nucher

of pleins pecple on the opening of the lords end the

construction of the Sriseilen Hydrc-clectric Froject

~ecsulted 1in the progressive depletion of forests =md in-

diccrimiratc ¥illing of wildé enimels. Further with the

ipproved trensyort £ocilities the wiléd fruite fre -being

ily tpensported to the pleins depriving the chenchus.

eeel

rhe forest which could support only 2 ikt ed nusber of

mile, could not eetisfy the dietary reouire-

pcople PeEr LG
t with the lerge. 1NCrePee in the density

c g chernichus

. populstion ~id commercislisaticon of forest prcduce.

Under these circumetences the chenchus were forced to he-

core lebourers under the Forest Tepertment cr private

contrectors. Th ¢ chenchus become experts in berbco cutting
%

a

ohich beceme & 12jor couree ©F Livelilopd for s eapsiderali

vort of the yeaT. gope chenchus were slec enmployed by

C

LS|

4 he Forest Depertrent 28 Gueris end Villege headmen on

reguler monthly wWFPEEE, which trought csignificent ch eng es

in their treditional diet. The chenchueg with PELTILES
celeried dncorit heve teker 10 ricc epting Pe A rovelty.

of Chenchus, other chenchus

n

Leeing the crlericd cles

~leo greduelly aterted consuring rice, Tn¢ Forest Deprri-

«nt hesg zlso contriruted to formatior of new food hetit

(@]

- corg Chenchu eg it jpported rice from outeide end pei

[
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weges pertly in the formw of rice to the Chenchu lebeurers,
sg peddy is not grown in this 2ree, the imported rew end_
highly polished milled rice, defieient in vitamineg, ‘i=s
consuied., - With commercielisestion severel forest foods,
which were the ir ceesonzl diets, ere being sclé for money.
thug forest foods =#nd meet 2re bzcoming scerce in their
diete’ and they ere liwingimainly onsricel el d LT woliy Grifes

cnd wild leeves.

Wild leguminous seeds 2re collected #nd consuned
bty the Chenchus frow times imnieworiel. Thenks to the
little bitterness in the sceds, they ¢re not comrercislisegd.
led grem wee introduced into their diets through the wengep—

ing tredesnen ?nd contrrctors, but the cuentity of con-

sunption is negligible.

However, in some pleces lik € Ferhebod where the
Chenchu lead & syrblotic life with cfttle breeding Leomba-
deg, the Chenchus ecouired new focd hebits. The cettle
bréeding lembadis produce milk in excess of their reouire-
mente, which they cfnnot rerket in the interior jungles,
Hince the convert the izilk into cheese #nd curd to extreoct
Lutter end ghee. The cheese butter 2nd ghee are sold,
wiaLle, the exeeps Butler wilk “is siventte th & chiefedus:,
who in turn fetch thenm weter from the far off stresme for

tire Lembedes. This sywbictiic reletionshipy between these
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tvo comrunities is saving the chenchus from virtuel

reyvation during reiny Se€2sCn, which viettheir extreme

(]

ccereity period. FBut the chernchus are yet to teke up

cattle resring eystemetically.

Kitchen gerdening is elso not universsl in the
Lvernchu erez. TLue to the present day cvlture contect
0

FThey &€ purcheaging sone vegetrbles occessionelly, but no

rht't t .:-p ‘ C:, Vr’(' l 1= Ve t IL E d€ "tO I': i~:€ V ( C‘: G t‘ bl(:d Or] ; l ‘-D‘n ! f=} ['
= & ’
Oz Lj-s L)

The irpsct of urbenisetion on the food hebits is

VXY interesting. Sevcr?lAchenchu households et Sri-

criler end Epnenulr which ~re urbenised heve Acquired the

hepit of dées Heving been employed Ps menisl servents in

hotcls end with the contrectors, they get tee sometines

fropw their enployers. mhis hes been teken asg 2 novelty

1.6 prestigious iter. by the Chenchus. It was 2lso observed

ihet they werc purchesing curries, sember etc., from the

hotelg., I4li, Dose, Samber purchesed from the hotels ere

rc¢liched with grest. The influence of the hotels on their

fo06 hebite wee SO high th=t the chenchus erployed es

household acrvents O novernment scrvents ere
useho aot at 21l

rothering t¢ prepPTe ey curry et home, whern they couyld

s ffopd to purchage curries from the hotels.

o
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The plight of the Chenchus living in the forest
srers regarding food is very serious to-dsy. They couvld

neither obtein their food entirely from the ‘forest, due 1o

o

Tepletion, increese in the density of populetion, ccmpe-
tition from mon-tribels end commercielisstion of forest
foodsy nor completely switch over to modern focds by teb-
ing up egriculture, enipel husbendry or household in-
dustrice. FExcept Bemboo cutting 2nd forest labour, the

Chenchus were not teking up #ny other menual lethour, which

only. ZDuring periods of uneuployment they leed 2 semi

ctorvetion ené under nourishuent .

The nutritional deficiencies ameng pre-schocl
sce children, pregnent e°nd lecteting mothers were wmore
cericus. Leficlency diseases were more proncunced er.ong
them.e The Stete snd Centrel Governmentis have leunched
creeh nutrition progremmes to heln these vulnereble
cegments. Ilost of the schceol going children b =we teen
provided with frec boerding in the dshrem Schools. But
pe coon os thege childéren 1l esve the schools, they heve to

frece gemi-starvetion and under-nourishment.



CHAPTER - IX

CRININAT, FROFEUSITIRS OF CIENCIUS

The %Yeekly developed community life with
builtin suspicion of blood relatives and uwnproductive
area and the consequent lock of stvable occupation wiiich
usually resultv in periodic 'loss of nerve! forced some
of the Chenchus to meke a hazardous living on highway
robbery and thieving. These periods of maladjustment whisl

Ll

occur intermi&ently have been witnessed since a long
time, Dven when the pilgrims to Srisailam were to

tr-elt through Chenchu cpuntry,incidents of Chenchu
decoities were narrated as reminiscence of pilgrimage
and even a section of the Chenchus 1iving in Telangans,
~ren were notified as ¢riminal tribe, Eventhough, e
of them have givenup criminal activiiies certain haird core
elements still remain in two or three villages, viz.,
dhilakacherla, Indireswarem and Alliralen, TFreauent
nichway robberies and the resultant cleshes with police
have been reported and many of the inccrrigible Chenclmus
lead o nomadic life, shifting their habitat in thick

jungles to cescape the law and order machinery, It is



said that outsiders are afraid o enter Chilekacherle

village for fear of RChencihu attack. ILven the neigh-
bouring Chenchus are also afraid of these villagers
a5 some of them are victims of their predatory aotivi;
ties. These highway robberies and thefts are mostly
committed for securing food grains from grain from grain
ommyﬂ@xmhuﬂmspamu@'wrm@hchmmmlmmMmygmd
soats and other animals from neighbouring villages,
Offender complex and the resultent isolation
from mein stream of sooiety and other lew abiding sgog-

tion of thejy own group is also another important

factor of recidivism., It is therefore imperative that

ot

these hebitual offenders are brought under scheme of re-
socislisation involving preventive, reformetive ang
productive measures As a first step a temporary police

post is to Dbe established in Chilakacherla village for

sreventing them from their predatory activities and pro-
vide nprotection to the peace loving Chenchus of surroun-

ding villeges. The stern punitive action will certainly

foreatall recidivism,

The habitual offenders have to be essigned

as a sccond step for reformation,

L]

cult ivable 12nds

. = b I ~ S i)
Agzricultural inputs have to be supplied free of cost



to those of the offenders to whom lands are assigned

and should be guided ot various stages of cultivation,
Ldeccuate food grains also should be supplied to the:sc
offenders till they get their first harvest, Training-
cum-Production Centre has to be estaﬁlished to wean cway
the youth from delinquency by introducing them to pro- )
ductive activity. Trainiang in forestwsy, logging techni-

ques should be imparted. 'They should be taught Cornei-

=i

try, Basket meking etc., for which rawhaterial is

(1]

2bundeantly available in the g vicinity of their habi-

tats. The present primaery school at Chilakacherla village
Louwld be coaverted Xmintvo Ashream School with crait

hased education to keep the children away from the
Geteriorating home eavironment. While converting the
exinting Ashrem School at Allipalen into a craft bas

s

oire, the Aghiram School at Bairluty should also be

=

converted into a craft based one and &ll Chenchu chil-

Gren of school-age should be enrolled in the school,

As the task of rehabilitation involves several
difficuvlties, non~official organisations like Remakrishna
mission, or Chinmayanands Ilission may be encouraged
undertake clipical methods of reformation of habitual
offenders among Chenchus, cspecially the latter which

has evolved the AWARE training for tribal youth, This
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could be adopted in preventing the Chenchu (Een]
telrdng to ¢ asocial activities of their elders and

cheznnelise their eaergics for constructive activities,

Tunctional literacy ceiatres may also be simulteneously
b - il 8
guarced.



CHAPTER -~ TITI1

CHENCHU TEVILOPMENT IN

RETROSPECT

THE welfare of Chenchus cof Nallamalais has been
the concern of the Forest Department from a .very long time.
But the forest conservancy laws of 1860 and the_enproaeh—
ment of neighhouring pleins iiving agricultural popula-~
tion resulted in curtailing the area of perigrination for
their food gathefing. However, certain rights were provi-
ded in sectilon 26 of Médras Forest Act, 1885 permitting
the tribsals ﬁo\free grazing in forest areas, utilizstion
of bamboo for house construction etc. Voarious welfare
schemes were also tried from time to time by the Forest
Eepartment with 2 view to wean them zway fror their nomadic
food gethering life by way of settling them in btigger
settlements and providing welfare wmeessures such as land
for cultivetion, plough tullocks etc., rights 1o use 2all
winor forest produce for their domestic purposes és well
ag for sale. Toking advanfage of the c mcession of alleow-
ing free collection of minor forest produce for sale by

Chenchus end their ignorance, the private iraderg u

m

ed

to collect minor forest produce at rock bottowm prices in



1ieu of the usurious loegng advanced to them, thus denying
th e benefits of the concession to the tribals in addition
+o the income lost by Forest Depertment due to non-auction
of forests. Conseduently in 1888 the Forest Department

cancelled the permission given to Chenchus for coll ection

and eale of minor forest produce. But a2s it caused much

herdship to Chenchus), the concession was restored sub-
cequently. From 1905 to 1917 large scale forest plante-
tiorm activities were undertaken- engeging the Chenchy

1zbour. A sum of Rs.4,50,000 was spent on about 1200
gcres of tesk plentation and 2g & result 2 large number

of Chenchus found regular eppointment. The District

Forest COfficer, Kurnool West, Mr. F.,A., Vood rendered

yeoman service for about 9 yeers in the cause of Chenchy

reclamation and welfare. Due to lack of* finances the

plantetion work was stopped in the subsecuent years and
it resulted in acute shortags of work for the Chenchus.
sdded to thig, in the same year, 1he Sout h-West monsoon
of influengza, Choleres 2nd small

failed and virulent type
rox penetrated Wallamel2ic #nd took heavy toll of many
lives. These difficulties ané miseries forced them to

resort to crige snd violence. 1O mitigete the situation

the Forest Depertment openc( emMergency coupes near Chen chu

sydems in 1919 and coptinued the same upto 1925 with o

. iew 1O wean the Chenchug frOT unlawful activities and

VvV -
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brihg them under control.

In eddition to it the Governrment egppointed =
Specizl Officer, a2 Svb-Assistent Surgeon and one Fauyca-
tion Superintendent specisllv to look after the welfare
of the Chenchus., 'hese officers entrusted with the tesk
of rehabilitating chenchus bty implementing ameliorative
measures for the improvement of their economic conditione.
They were expected to initiate suitable measures in corn-
sultation with the District Forest Cfficer, for providing
ewplcyment opportunities to the chenchus, They were to
engure that chenchu chil dren teke to educetion in setig-
factory nuwmberes, improve sanitery condition refrain chen-
chus from setting forests on fire and implement Dreventive
reasures 2gainst the outbreak of dacoity ang help in rounc-
ing up perscus who might coumit serious crimes, Further,
it wee mede compulsory condition that the contracters
working the bemboo couves should employ the Chenchy lektour

for exvloiting the forest resources.

For implementing these welfare L &@sures effec~
tively, every Chenchu Gudem was put incharge of a Chenchu
headman end a deputy headmen, who were emxployed on salary
basis. In addition to helving the of ficials they were to
meintein 2 register for recording the pPhysical presence

of the Chenchus in the colony btoth in morning ang evening.

<
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Any one who wes £ ound apsent nhed to give satisfactory

pwﬂlgnation. Fowever, A prectice ceused greet herd-

ahip 1O L HE Chenchus end they tegen 1O iook upon all

Government ( c2euYrESs with distrust. Ag the response of the

chenchus to the ipnitiel welfere measures was not setis-

y were practlcally withdrawn 1p 1925, but the
4 Crife€ c ontinued i1l the forties.

~

ote efforts mere renewed for the educe-
omic development of the Chenchus. The

number of schools was increesed ond steps WEre taken to

improve the working conditions of the forest lebourers.
1t had been nade an 0 LSO ) &© pefore, for the contracters

teking coupeEs in Tt he forest 1nheb1ted by the Chenchus to

engage chenchu 13hOUrers only. They used to advance money

£0 the'Chenchus ROME purch2sing their dsily reqiréments

= e open Pr .
mrhe contrac ors WETE advised 1o OPF provision shops near

Chenohu Gudews and as feor 8% pOSSlble supply their require-

ments 1D kind.

- 4 . - » —v-p 4
aince thE jpitiation of Planning era, it was

ot et omd five yeer plen tpat the Government of Indis
S"nctioned - scheme of 'Land colonization of Chenchus'
[ -

y snd Neg”lU’W gudems as CQI]JEI'P-L]_'\] Sponsored

2 ( - ’“,thc L@nd CO-.L i g
ypder this 2 CooP €T® onization scheme

et Bairlut

projeot.
stnrteo in Merch 1657 O settling 100 households by
wes & ]
71 amenities.
providing the fOllOJlﬂg el
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1) Reclemation of 500 acres of lend for cultivea-
tion purpose at 4 acres of dry lend and 1 acre of wet

lend per family.

2) Irrigation facilities.
) Construction of huts
A) Purchase of plough bullocks at the rate of

one peir per fauily

5) Supply of agricultural implements.
€) Supply of improved seeds.

7) Sinking of wells.

8) - Civic smenities.

9) Construction of staff quarters.

The society startied functioning with 40 members
on the roll and share capitel of Rs.5/- per member. A4
Senior Cooperative Inspector from the Cooperastive Depert-
ment wes placed in charge of the society, under the genersl
guidance of a Board of Directors consisting of 7 memb ers
including Deputly Tahsildér, Atmekur, Forest Range Officer,
Beirluty, Agricultural Dewonstretor, Atmekur and four

Chenchu non-official wembers.

During 1959-6C en srea of 150 acres of land wes
made fit for cultivetion and the society itself tock up
cultivation ag the Chenchue were not willing to indivi-

dually cultivate the lands. Accordingly 72 acres of 1land
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was brougnt under cultivation and it suffered 2 losg of,
ﬁs.5,279 as ageinst the investment of Rs.5,4%2-00, During
1660-61 the lends were distributed to the members of the
colony. DBut the response was poor as they were leacking
the technicel know how for conducting settled cultivation,
Lgein the society took up the cultivetion amd incurred
heavy loss due to heavy rains. Trom then onwards Society
ceased to funttion end the lends were left for cultivation
to Chenchus thewselves, But majority of then leased out

their lends to plains cultivators of the nearhy villages,

The low technological level of the Chenchugs ang

their insbility to dezl with ‘pe couplezities of the

mcdern world mede it impossibkl e for ther 14 ensure that

the measures weent for their benefit are execut ed PTo-

perly. In addition to their apathy, the Other adwinist pg-

tive shortcomings of the scheme algog wrecked the imple—

mentetion process of the scheme in tpe initiey Stages

For the Chenchus living ip Telangans region

of erstwhile Nizem's dominions, Prof, Hﬁimehdorf, the

then Adviser to Nizar's Government op Backwarg Clesseg
end Tripal Groupe evolved & specisl progreme gy, their

development after conducting a study intg the 14fe Ll

protlems of Chenchus, 28 part of larger Progremme fop 4y,

] vard end trihal g
developrent of backward eand trihas} &rips of the region
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In 1942, sincere efforté were mede to improve the educa~
tional énd cconomic standerds of the jungle Chenchus. In
the seme year, the Nizam'e Government creeted 2 Chenchu
Fecerve 2nd certain srweliorative schemes were sterted for
the benefit of Chenchus living on the northern side of
river Krishne., &n erea of 7,50,000 ecres was declared

2s Chenchu Reserve. They were permitted to hunt and
collect forest produce. The Minor rorest Froduce wes
purchased by the Forest Depertment 2nd in turn they were
provided their deily requi rements. No outsider wes
allowed to settle in Chenchu Eeserve. Schedule of weges
wes fixed for the Chenctus working under the forest con-
tractor. A provision was 21so made for medicel éttention.
Employment rﬁles'were alsc relaxed to appoint Chenchus in

the Forest Tepartment.

In the following pages an attempt is wede to
glve en eccount of the efforts so far made for the develop-

ment of Chenchus during the plernning era.

AGRICULYURE::

The land a2llotted to the Chenchus in various
villeges of Yoth the ereeos {i.e.,) Amerabad Pletesu in
liahaboobnager District and in Nellsmaleis of XKurnool and

Prekesam Listricts is not being cultiveted by the Chen-

chus due to meny bottlenecks in the implementetion of



T o n y cerned ogencies,
h es sponsored b the C?D l :
| B e.;; s i of the Scnemeq,
; : ould not enjoy fully the fruits i
; ad
hues ¢
T“he. Chenc

i Chenchus
ariety of seed supplied tg the €
S o yielding v
The hign ¥y

] . € gna ched
t reech the Chenchus as they Wer S +
did no ! h
ectuel Yy

H—tnaha]’ culfivetors living in the ?hen?hu
awey by the no le during 1972-73, the high yilelding
villages. For examjunp S BTGB Ak S were die-
peddy seeds t; t::ib21; to cover an srea of 858 acres of
tributed to the

et Block of lizhboobnagar District, mpiq

lend in 4champet high side. The Chenchy 4o not heve gq
eppears to be On.thi ation and elmost 211 the lands under
o e ij:sié out or ovmned by non-trivals, In
cultivetion are leea

; bybrid B2jra, Jowar etc., heve been dis~
4 ag to thlsa J
eddition

t teo 1 oOvVer an ares Of 11i.56 achS. .‘T ere WBS n
1 3 O C ‘4, .
rlbu S 0

lopment of sgriculture in Nallemalais. But
. = siVE deve opm ) '

iy Beirluty 2nd Négeluty Chenchy Gudems T,ang

y 1957 under = o

in

g @Dt &
schemes, the Forest Departn
ication

Colonis

spent ap

2,11,000-00. The Ch enchue Were Provideg
amount of Res.2,11,

s, at & cost of Rs,500/- each, Plough DRl il

p s house ’ . i -

dvielling h upplicd to facilitate the Cultivatioy of an
1g0.g

cks were a

Acres under the direct SUPervisionp Of an Agrio
: 805 Acres

i A t the fruitg of
were not enjoyed by the Chenchyug and i+4
the scheme e

i N ]_ d h(‘
qu

Proveg

ter feilure. The ploygh bullockg end egpy.
tte '
to be an u

lied to the Chenchug
inrlements supp
culturel imp

WGTG lost and



(42)

rost of the Chenchu lends lezsed out to Non-tribals. The
following teble gives the deteils of land under Chenchu
possession in various villeges of the Chenchu 2ree2 2nd

the area leased out to non-tribvels.’

TLHBLE
;lj &a&e of the “~Neme of the Extentuol FBxteniNoR Extent of
Mo District Chenchu villege lend

lend under land lee-
aveailakle cultivetion sed out to

by the the W.Ts.
Chenchu
€ Zhe By 4 D, 6.
1} lL.ahbubnagaer  Vankeswaram g ACke) - 15.00
rvistrict Padre 150.00 S eLe 115.00
iacharam Colony 15.00 15500 -
Vetvarlapalli 1G5 00 25.00 45,00
Udimella 130.00 - 130.0C
Arvepur 48.C0 28.0Q0 2C,00
Rawpur 50.00 — 50.00
Chitlerlunte 40.00 - 40.00
Urnamahesweran 40.00 25.00 15, 010
Chennempalli 58 <0 - 50.00
Billekel 25,00 21504 T
Kondenegul 2 Urae) O P00 18.00
Ferhetred 20708 - 20,60
Fyulleipelli 3.00 3.00 -
(Divting)
2} Mglgonde Taldevarapelli 308 - 3.00
idetrict ~do- 24t NS - 22.16
Karbalpelli 18,00 - 18.00
Pogilla 345200 — 34,00
Timmapur 6.00 - 6.00
Boggyadone {ER018] - 12406
Kacherejupelli 4.00 -~ 4 .CO
7). Eurneol Nerepareddikunte 50.00C 10.00 20.00
District Ahobkilam o5 <00 S 00 27 .00
liettamallacheruvu 1C.00 - 10T
Pecheruvu ; 1000.C0 - 1000, QC
Neagaluty \ 5 A0
Bairluty ) 805.00 - 805.00
4) Ongole Dist. Tummelebeilu 150.00 T2 300 138.00
Pedawentrela 1200.00 120.00 1080, 00
Chintelse 10Q.00 20.00 8C .00
41llipelen - 20, Q0 5.00 15,08

Murikimellanente 5900 5.00 45,00

- G em SR M me ER am SR S Cw T s e A e SE  mm  vee Ge  wem M am  EE e am AR e ees e e



("43%)

aNIMAL HUSBLANDRY :

* ’

Traditionally the jungle Chenchus do not reer
cettle, though the sugelis in their vicinity are in posse-
ssion of cattle in ebundance. In big Chenchu settlements
some of the Chenchus have goats ang 2 few cows =nd buffa-
loés; In Yerragondepeler end Genjiveripe11li renges of

feloes. The
Chenchue living in the thickeb expreceed their desire to

Giddelur Forest Divieion the Chenchus reer -buf

rean cpttle in view of the rich foregt €rasg availeable in

their V101n1ty, besides being levourﬁle influenced by the

neighbouring successful cattle breeders - Banjera,

endry
specislists. The Chenchus who liye in the mixed villeges

in symbiosis with non-trivsl commnitice syre iy the heabit

of re?rlné the cettle especinlly iy toth pearts of upper

rleteeu end lower pletesu of fLperspag in Mahaboobnegar

District.

The Chenchus of Nellapa]ag continue to enjoy the

concession of free grazing w1th1n the limits prescribed.
In imerehed pleteau there 2re two ¥inor Veterinery Dis-
pensariés at fLmerabad end Peadre Villegee in upper platesu
end two Kurel Veterinery Dispensaries ot Lingal and Konds-
regul in lower platesu. 4inother Veterinery Dispencery ig
there et Mennenur 1o ceter to the needs of that ares, Tro

N
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rems end 200 hens were distributed to trib;ls of Amarasbed

pleteau-in the yeari 1912-73..

TEERIGATION:

22 Minor Irrigetion works heve been taken up in
cocheduled 4reas of Mehakoobmneger Tistrict. In the yeer
1G672-7%, 1€ works heve been completed irrigeting 2,208
ccres of lend which is under the control of koth Chenchus
end non-tribels. 7There a2re no irrigation sources especiel-
1y in Ne llemelei r?ngé except two tig tarke i.e¢., one et

fechcberuvu end the other 2t Gosaik?tfu which reouire
| &ajor repairs. Foreét Lepert went consirucied 34 smell
tenks et 2 cost of Rs.15,150/~ which are cxclusivély mea nt
for providing drinking weter for cettle in Neliemalei re-
gion. But in Telugureyunicheruvu, end Gerepents villeges
two irrigetion tenks ore t0 be repeired . The tenk at
Peddemanthrele, where the Chenchus own 12Q0 ecregs of lend
is to be repeired. It cer be converted into an irriga-

tion tenk by providing lift irrigetion fecilities to the

Chenchus.

COlUNICLTION:

The State high wey roads poss through the pro-
ject erea. The Stete High Vey Road from Hydereted to
Sriseilem pesges through the Amerebed pletesu from Nenne-

noor to orisasilam, 4dAgesin after croesing the river, the
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“riseilsm-Dornel road sterts end pesses through Chenchu
settlements like Tummelebeyalu, Chintele etec. The Xurnool-
Ongolé Stete High VWey pesses through Fellemeleis in the
Iest-West direction from Gejulepalli mette to Diguvemetta
.o, in Giddelur Forest Livision touching Beirluty in be-
tween., 4Llmost 211 the important Chenchu Gudems having

rore tnan 50 households 2re connected either by the Forest

Foads or 2y 2epproach roeds in the project erea,.

4€ K.Ms of Keche road wes laid and 13 K,.Me. road

e beer rzpeired by Achampet Penchayat Samithy in the veer

o
n

2-13, 4 metal roed from Sriseilem Road to Fershsbed

pu—Y
0
=4)

view poin: meesuring K.M. C/0 - 8/5 hes keen formed from

Lrought Re.ief Funds in the sPme year. In Nellemolei peo

gion ihe Forest Lepertment laid 107.5 I.is . earthen roeg
; ad,

12.6 K., metalied and 8.00 K.M. cort tract,

COOF LEATION

The Atmekur Chenchu Cooperative Purchase ang
Seles Society wee staried on 29-1-1940 wit .
"1th 2 Forest Renge

Officer es lienager of she Socie 5
2 J ty. The erea of OPeration

extended over tne Nendyel Forest Iivigiop besides tp
Pl :S e
ttmekur Forest Division. The sipe apg ;
S Objects of 4y
* e

G . o o 7
society were (@) 1O €ncourage :200p eretiq

(b) to purchese froe members angd noti~rembe ra Phe os
_ - Minor
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forest produce by paying them either in kind or in éésh,
G Lo arraﬁge for the sale . of minor forest produce
purchased from members end non-mewbers to the advantage
of the society, (d) to tske coniract or lease in forests
for minor forest produce collection under Government or
Cussi Government. There were 470 memberg with a2 share
cepitel of :Re.?,00,498/~ out of which 120 telong to Beir-
luti end Nagaluti Gudems. There were 16 members in the
Toerd of Directors to manege this socieiy out of which 12
merbers were Chenchus 2nd the rewmeining-4 -ev-officio

Iirectors. It-had two Sub~Depots.- One 2t Beirluty and the

other at Zechcheruvu. & godown was constructed at Ltmakur

2t a cost of Rs.20,000/-.

There was Chenchu Cooperative Society st Dornal
under the control of Deputy Kegistrer of Cooperstive Socie—
ties, Nendyel with a tntel merbership of 259. It had tzken
up the following works.

) Peddachama B0, IT -62-6%- Dornal . Fs.11,000/-
Range

b ) Peddementhrela B.C.I1II 6%-64 = Re. 19,000/~

¢) -do- : B.L. T . 64=65 - Rs. 24,000/~

The main activity of the society wes to purchase
provisions frow the neerby market and supply to Chenchu

schoolg of Dornal and Markapur Renges in Na lameleais.
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liultipurpose Cooperative Society, Manranur:

The Soclety was sterted and regigtered vnder
No.20593% ond sterted functioning fra: 10-7-1952, The mailn
orjective OT the society wes to sdvence loarns to its mewhers
for g evelopment worke. 167 persons including both Chenchus
end non—Chenchus were enrolled es merbers on payuent of
Pe.1.00 as mewbership fee. The society wes meneged by 11
Eoerd of Tirectors of whom 5 are Ez-0fficio Direétors and
of the 6 non-of ficiel directors one is a Chenchu and the
reneining 5 peing Scheduled Caste farwers from Mannenur

villege.

Torest Labour Cooperative Society:

4 Forest Labour Cooperative Society was started

2t Mannanur 1in the year 1958. Its ailm was to take up

Bemboo-coupe cutting on contract with Chenchu 1 sbour
They were engaged on deily wages and the profits were

distributed emong the mewbers. 5% members were enrolled

with 2 share capital of Ke.1/- per head. £11 the sbove

cocieties 2re€ now defunct.

ihe Giriiap Cooperative Corporetion:

Tphe Girijen Cooperative Corporation, Visskhapet
- {nam
nes extended its activities to the Nellamalai region i
e AR alu o

year 1974, 1t hes orgenised Frimery Marketing Society at
: ety @



itwelur, which inturn have opened D2ily Requirerent Tepots”

2t Bezirluty, Pechcheruvu, Srisailam and Dornala.

MEDICALL AND HESLTH:

To corbat the diseese, one Mobile Medical Unit
ig functioning at Dornel which is cetering to the needs
of Chenchus of Dornel &aé its neighbourhood. There is
aleo 6ne Chenchu Hospital at Dornal whid was shifted from
Techcheruvu. Another Mobile Medicel Unit is st Beirluty.
bs regards the Gudems in kurnool Division, the IMedicsal
Officer of Narsapurpﬁ visits periodically &nd gives nece-

ssary treatment to the needy.

In amerabad Plateau, a Priwary Health Centre is
functioning ot Padra with & Sub-Centre at Uppunuthule
eftached to Achempet vamithi. One Mobile Meaical Unit is
functioning at Mann aiur besides en Ayurvedie Dispensery to
ceter to the needs of Chenchus of Zchampet Semithi under
the control of Tribal Welfare Depertment since 1973-74.

In Aschampet Semithi eree there are 15 Special Nutr;tion
Progremme Centres benefitting 615 tribal children. 1In
Teverekonda Block 5 Special Nutrition Progremme Centres sre
there benefitting 250 trivel children. There are 20
opeciel Nutrition Progremme Centres benefitting 1,000

Chenchus in Nell emslail regionm,.
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pLUCLHTION:

L

The first Chenchu Frimery School wes started in
1916 2t Bairluty Gudem by the Forest Departwent. The Forest
Lepertment later extended its activities to 21 pore vill spes
to impart educetion mainly to the Chenchus. Soge of these
schools were provided with seperste boerding facilities for
boys and girls. In the begimnning Bairluty school was
ctarted with. 28 pupile and one tescher. From 1935 it qeye-
loped into & two teecher school end by 1958 it became a
. 4 teacher school. Leter it wes converteg into an Upper
Friwary School. The Chenchu students in this Bairluty Guden
ere taught crafts like weaving and bemboo artice making
in addition tc their reguler cairses of Primary educetion.
whe Cnenchu boesrders are provided with free boarding ang
lodging. Iech boarder is suprlied with three pairs of
clothing, one met end one bed sheet €very year, 1In order
to educate the Chenchu children and improve their know-
ledge about the outside world they are being taken on
exzcursions every year to important historicsl end acaderi o
centree. The Forest Depertment used to receive the fundg
from Tribal Welfare Depertment upto 1973-74, gy, Tribal
VVelfare Depertment provided the funds under 39 Mise, as
per the requirements of the concerned forest divigiop,
The expenditure of the Chenchu Schools in 1974 18 Furme

ched hereunder:
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Sl ROTEES Pay enc D 8% OC4 School tiid- Cloth-~ an Totel
ig. Divieion Estaeblish-~ build- day- 1ing and tin-
- ment. ing meal books gen~

: cies
1.kuzrnool SiFIES60, « YAHANS U — - 293.00 461.12 ~= 2080C.22

- 18886.86
2.itwakur 1507.9% Bilen Til: 3050080 DS 831 0r0 4 BN 500.00 =~- 43885,C7

s giddelur 14476.00 7503.35 214.19 —=  17044.44 862.45 465 40869
4 Tendyel 5184.21 2517.75 264.64 -—  1649.99 935,27 =-— 10551
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' In the year 1974, Tridal Welfere Department took over the
59 Chenchu Schools from Forest Depertment Eng'reg;sﬂéga
them into 7 Centrally loceted ishrem Schools which are
kept under the close supervision of the Leclewation Officer

or Sociel Welfere Officer of cwmcerned Tistrict.

The first school for the Chenchus in Telangene
earee wes stoarted et M?ﬁnégﬁr in the yeer 1942. Later
sehools were aharleldl din ot eravillageshvi 3 .5 Vetvarlepelli,
{ppepuram, Pulichelema, Pedre, Umemsheswersam, etc . 4t
present Mannenur Upper Prirery School is converted into
High School. 3 Upper Primary Schools ot Fedre, ifmarebad
and Lingal and 2 FrimPry Schools et Banel end Siddhapur
ere started by Pencheyst Seamithi, Achempet. One iAshrem
School at Farhabed snd 2 Primery School at satverlepally

with hostel fecilities for Chenchu students are function-

ing. The students are provided with free clothing,ooks
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etc. Th e Ashrem School ané the-hostel ere under thé élose
supervision of District Tribel Welfere Officer, Mahakoob

negér District.

In Deverekonda Panchayet Samithi en Ashram Schocol
with 2 strength of 30 bOVq is functlonlng ?t Pcddﬁmoolq
Rehebllltat}on Centrgmnea? Chitriyel villege under the
“direot supe?visiog of the District Social;Welfare Officer

(Generel), Nelgonde.



1B B O BROS TROUMGEE

The peculiar Chenchu habitct, settlement
pattern, and social life restrict the scope for using
1 atest and scphisticated growth centre approach or eny

other nmodel requiring some desree of quent tificaetion.

Their habitat vories from unduletins slopes to cloarinss
in thick forest. &The settleneonts are situsted both din
reserved and unreserveld forests and their locatine and

size are suseptible to frequent chmmes. Further, the

o

setbtlements consiste of usually o number of thatched
huts dispersed irrersularly. Huts suldenly crop up ang

digeppear without any substantial reason or rhyme. This
has been possible because of poor naterial and household

possessions and the smdll size of the huts which er

<.

built within no time with the lecally ovailable branches
of trees and 2 little thatch. Excopt in the settl eents

on the frinsc, scttlel cultivation is olmost nor~existent
anong the tribels and the few piccea of land that are
cultiveated are on the basis of whﬁré cropping cither

by nen-tribals or the Banjora (D.N.os in Telancana) in
Mehoboobnasor area., The inborn suspicion of the notives

of brothers anl the conscquent developnent of closor

ties with affines in &ll their

o
Q

ononic activitics

frequently results in violent querrcls between broth



ond shifting habitat. If he has work, a Chenchu goes
for Fforest labour or else engzages himself in digging
roots and tubers or collecting honey even from steep
cliffs. besides hunting the srmell game around., Further,
neny of the Chenchu fanilics migrate to neighbouring
villages to serve as crop watchers to the plains
farriers 1iving in small thatched huts, cither pitched
up on tze road side or in a corner of the field,
conscquent upen the absence of sedentery 1life and

+he attendant difficulty in assessing income and expen-
fiture, it is not possible to quantify their econonic
resources or means of livelihood., Even the data require
fer ncaguring the rcquirenents of social services 1like
Sehools, Health facilities etec., can not be precisely
ziven as the size of the villages and the number of
schicol age children or settlerents in view of their
“requent shifting of habitat and seasonal migrations
%o plains, Even the perticulars of land utilisation
and cropping pattern cannot be precisely obtained as
the laads are neither fully cultivated nor clearly
denarcated nor properly rcclaimed but for clearing

the jungle and demarkating an enclosure by the Forest
Department to which the settlement and the fields are
to be confined, Evean the few fields which are culti-

vated arc sowa with small nillets especially Ragi,

-
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thaot too either by ancn~tribal plains settler or
Bonjora pastoral who while continuing to tend his
cattle herd uandertakes cul tivation bn a small patch
without applying any improved inputs, IHoreover
dificrent types of adninistrations hove been in
action in the Telangana and Andhra Areas of this
prizitive pockets. In Andhra area of the Chenchu
pocket, the Chenchu settlements are declared as
Reserve Forest villages and their adninistration was
the responsibility of the Forest Department. Until

very recently thin village have therefore been exclu-—~

~

acé from the jurisdiction of Panchayat Raj bodies.

In Hehboobnagar District, the Chenchu arca is under
Achampet Panchayat Sanithi with one or two Panchayats
covering the entire settlcments and population, There
cis no uwnifornity in the conccpt of a village and nost
of the Chenchu settlements have the status of a harlgt
either for revenue or Panchayati Raj Administration
purposes., Further, as many of the villages are locaied
in the =reserve forest arca and for the Forest Depors-
rient hupan habitations within their jurisdiction have
-sccondary importance, village records are either ncn-
existent or poorly maintaincd, Hence, it is neither

desirable nor feasible 0 resort to statistical esti-

naetions for deciding either levels of development or



central places. Consequently, quantification is
kept at its berest nininum while describing the sub-

regions and variations in levels of development,

The programme formulation nainly ains -at
crection of o stable economic base for this primitive
and food gathering tribe so that the shift from food
Sathering %o scdentary eéonomic L ol Syt dependable
gource of liveclihood is smooth without disrupting the
gradual process of growing outlfrom one stage of cco-
nonic life %o another duc to setting in of naladjust-

neat which very frequently manifests when a society
is deliberately attenpted or accidentally subjected
to accelerated development, = .

)

The following arc the objectives of the Plan .

i) To evolve and provide suitable econonic
infrestructure as a first step for introducing then

to a stable econonic syster;

ii) To introduce Chenchus to Aninal Husbandry
virich they have knowledge becnuse of their Symbiotic

relationship with local Banjara Pastorals,



iii) To inpart then training Animal Husbendry ?

so a3 to enable them to acquire new skills and knowledge

of improved fceding, breeding and nanagement practices,

iv) To introducc them to improved technigques in
traditional occupations like honey collection and other
simple forest based and easy to leara trades such as
basketry and cequip them with necessary skills in inm-

proved practices through training.

v) To encourage horticulture with special

enphasis. on growing vegetables and fruit frees,

vi) To train progressive Chenchus and those
"1iving on the fringe of the priwitive pocket in inprovel
agriculturel practiccs and provide the necessary agri-

culiural inputs.

The strategy has been to help the primitive
Chenchu to grow out of the food gathering stage by
first introducing hin to Horticulture, Forestry and
Aninel Husbandry so that he can be introduced Lo nmore
conplex operations of agriculture and local raw naterial
based industries in the next stage. While prepering
 hin for the first stoage prograrmes, a-simultaneous

programme of land development will be introduced
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besides extensive training programmes to introduce
hin to various egricultural operations and cottage
and smell scale industries programmes. All the en-
closurcs clearcd by Forest Departrment are nostly lying
uncultivated with abundant growth of Weed ot & o T s
thercfore essential that a programme of weed-control
anid rerioval of stumps is undertaken besides preparing
the land for agricultural purposes., Further the
Chqncﬂu pockets can be divided into three sub-regions
on tle basis of verying geoethnic factors ang their
acoptobility varies from region to region., The soil

pecs, potentialities for growing various crops, the

ct
R

clinetic conditions, availability of raw naterials
locally etc. are taken into consideration while evolv-

ing programmes of developnent,
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u.N Il CUTLINE

CHENCHUS ere the most primitive of 211
the Scheduled Trites in &ndhre Fradesh, eking out @
precerious livelibood from the forest. They subeslst
on édible forest produce end on forest labour.- The
mejority of them ere still at e pre~zgricultural stege

of‘development. They erc moétly distributed in the

~h

Rellamelai forests of Kurnool 2nd Prskeshar Districts

end ichampet Teluk of Kzhaboobneger District snd in
the 2djecent villeges of Helgonde end Guntur Districts.
i few of thew ere reglding in wired villeges of Pergi

Teluk of Hyderered IListrict elso.

Keelising this low level of their econoumic
development and the nced for bringing them on par with
advenced sections of the society, e speciel progremme
is bteing evolved for sreeg of Chenchu concentretion
under speciel progremme for primitive ond smell tribes.
ihe'prqgrﬁmme envicseges developing of their economic
level by leying stress on animel ﬁusb?ndry, forestry,
egriculture end cottege industries which con te readily
#dopted by primitive Chenchus 2s they are improvenents

upon traditionel weys of livelihood.
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iNTNsL HUSEALDEY:

moking into considerstion the potentielities.
quick and itrediste returns conseouently the need
for speciel emphesis on development of livestock the
following schemes ere suggested for elround development of

chenchu living.

2) Esteblishment of licbile Veterinery Centre: Two ¥obile
rlinics ere suggested in the plen period to serve the
Chenchu Project.

1Y) YR b addifion to the two Mobile Clinics, 3 Pirst 44id
Qen{reg are guggested 2t Pedamentenzlea, Gprépenta and

Togille to schieve further dispersel of services
A}

c) TDevelopment of cettle is to bring shout an PR et
ip the milking cepeacity enc dreught efficiency of cettle
f cet .

teking into consideretion the prevailing conditions

d) Deiry Ferming: It hae the highest potentiality ip
Chenchu aree. Most of the Chenchusg reer buffeloes eng

cettle.

¢) Sheep Development: Sheep reering cen be tek enup by

them 2s @ source of incowe. It is proposed to distribyt
= €

50 Sheep Units et the rete of Re.4,500/- for one Unis

sseh Unit comprising of 20 Ewes ~nd 1 Een,

ioULbinY LEVELOPMENT :

Poultry vroduction of fere X
ETeeY Bcope apg
heg 2 lereEe potentiality for Quickly inoreasing th
o bl
: ; B4 Pply
of quality proteing 1D the diet of Chenchyg e
v lS

deficient in their food. It can provige SUpPler

someme Gf tEkeAUE BE.S subsidiery occupatigy
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It ie proposed to heve units of 50 crossbred hens, in
the selected contigﬁous willegess.
FORBSTRY :

d 4 short durstion programre is proposed to
impert treining to the Chenchus in modern methods of
{irbrr felling end processing end in forestry operations.
I eddition to forestry treining specieglired treining ir
logging techniques is proposed to te given to Chenchus
working in PForest Ter=rtuent. The aforestetion progremme

cen be tekenup in tue project Prea.

LGRICULTUERE:

It is elso envisaged .to introduce ther to
ipproved ogriculturel prectices in ereess where settled
cultivation is prectised by the Chenclus. Lend develop-
rent and treining in egriculturrl practices 2re proposed
for those who sre still in pre-ggriculturel st?ge‘éo eg
to introduce them to settled cultivetion. Besides this,
to mekeup nutrition2l deficlency, it is proposed to
encourage kitchen gerdening in the baclyerds of chenchy

dwellings.

COCILL SERVICES:

Yrovision of drinking weoter supply better

medicel fecilities through Motile Nedicel Units end

ilispenseries, Ashrer ochools to improve the living con-

ditions of this bheckwerd group. ‘thus the specizl Chenchu

Froject while iwproving upon the existing occupetion bage
of the éhenchus peves the wey for smooth switeh over to
more dependakle and convleyx occupstions like fLgriculture
besides introducing thenm to iwmproved skille and techmnology.

- 2 Y 25 . SRR S L S L
CCONRE, T oRs AR : 3.7?.'?.‘.{' Cl L}( < .‘..r}h:. i &
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During the current year l.e., 1976-77 an amount of Rs., 1 lakh
is available and release of another one lakh amount is also anticina~-
sz for Integrated Tribal Development Agency for Chenchus. e i
woount is very rcagre, orﬂ_y Aninal Husbandry and Agricultural Pro-
cramie can be taken up during the yezr. Top priority may be eiven

g Y
Sl 3 P ~ L s
for ¢istribution of plough bullocks, Milch cattle, Sheep, poultry.
Irproved Agrarion inputs may be distributed on selection basis to
L”'I"—‘ -~L & ‘q f" 3 8." ] gl S. =) 3 §) 2 -
he settled Chenchu-~ agriculturist The Tunds alloted during the
current year nay be allocated to the gsix districts on the basis of

nuletion as detailed below,

Z1. Name of the District No.ofvillagss Chench T i
Tio. inhabited by lation? Popu-~ gfrigﬁgige
Chenchu
3 ' populaticn
7 : in project
o g R i i RN TS S e L e arca. '
1. Hyicrabad 17 78 5'4{4
. _ _ L5
2. Mahabubnagar v 3L 4,171 28.1,8
. Kurnool 20 2,435 G
5. Prakashan 32 3,447 23.56
6. Guntur 9 ;509 ° 23.96
Tobals .
2 R S 1L S W T e T 100,00

Juring the 1st year identification of resources will be
C o IC
~lrat 13 ra 7 7 il ~ A
taken up withthe help of various dlstrlqt Departnent-1 Cffice prg
nrd perspective plan for their systematic developiment wil] he
rorrulated for implenentation in the succeeding
Pep r implerentation Seding year. The totay

cutl”y for succeeding years is furnished here undep
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—— e em mm em se  me e 4w ew e mm e mm e ew em em we am Sw  se mm em am e em ew e e ew e ew e e em em e ar ev em mm em em ew e mr em em ST s em e

Animal usbondry 2835300 2 QA RIDEE 6 3,69 1.69 Mo OS894 How 1,j0 19.96
), Torestry QNSO H 8 59 ()3 & ORIY 0.29 0.55 0,40 0.40 4.14
5. Agriculture PIGUIF 2. 550 ot 0t e SsoR o 1AL SETNGE 1,56 2;41 2.01 18,53
L. Cottage industries % Qo (o4t 0.98 £, e ail O 17 815 0.79 0.48 0.46 0 )
5, Medicel.ond Heslth 18Im0 . T4=~ B, 65 0.90 0,42 Gesn e g 4T, 0,05 0,95 6.35
6. Education O w55 1505 0.89 0.97 e - ded.. Q79 B.55. - 8,65 -

Total 115020 8.57 - 7.98 8.57 5.14 Sl - 2e5868 28 G4 - 62 186-

- e e em - e L e e e - - - - — em s em e e - -~ - e e e - ew mm ar e e s e ew  em e e - - - - -_— e  e= e
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90 T = Nelgonda _ - ‘ ¢untur A d _HBviderahad . - Total
: o £ the programme .
Nttt e =2 R e e R B e SR L T6-TT - FTTR ST8Ge - . s e o n
1, Animal Husbandry 0.31 0,10 . .0_509 0.85 0.56  0.66 0.40  0.20 0.10 2w 25
2, TForcstry ' == s s = 3 L 7 % m—ires Lot 4
3,~ Agriculture 0.10 0.15 9315 0.20 0.20 9.2'01 0.09 0.07 0.04 19,73
4. Cottage Industrices = s 5 T el e S - -— ke 5,03
5. ledicrl end feclth O S0 S 2 Qs G B08 ©0:00 Ded0 D0 @10 8,30
6. Pducation B = I TS O O U e g O 0250 088 0,56 11.75
Total: ‘ 051 - O8®-uomee LML 15 Wil 56 - 2.05° - 1.090 332 0.80 - 72.38

- e e, e e

CEN WSO
D T -



Pinancial Outlay (%, in lakhs)

i A, S
N TIE= T Tg77=18 TYT8="1g TR e
ke Iurnool T2 ] 7.88 07 .47
2, Fralzeshan S, S 5,14 5.24 18,95
3 Mehabubncgar 5.69 e B 16,44
4. Malgonds g0 0.80 0.26 1.57
5, Guatur N i 1 g g 2,03 4,75
6. Hyierabad 1,09 {5 532 0.80 3,21
Grand Total: 28,03 2256 21,68 72.38
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PROGRAITZIES

E
B

|

-A._.».r- - e . . . -~ B

1, AWIIAL, HUSBANDRY ¢

CHENCHUS, although a majority of them
are food gatherers and forest labourers, yet cattle
breeding is quite congenial to them and their nomadic
nature in conftrast to agriculture, Cattle breeding can
pléy a prominant role in Chenchu economy and there are
very few households in the settlements who do not possess

atleast a few buffaloes, cows and goats. In

Srisailam
area each -household owns on an average three to four
cows in addition to goats and chicken and in Peda-~

cheruvu area, there are good number of buffaloes. ,In

most of the Chenchu settlements, there are families who
~own buffaloes, oowsland‘goats and the life stories of
mahy old men and women rgveal that about 70 or 80 years
ago there was consilderably larger nuéber:of cattle in
the hands of the Chenchus., They say depletion of their
stock was'éffected by the epidemics brought in by the

cattle graziers who‘annually invade the forest with

4 ]

their sick and disease carrying herds, Though disease
undoubtedly did take 2 heavy toll, the decline is also

largely due to the deterioration of the Chenchus
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economic situation, which led them to sell many of the
celves, so that yeor hy year the number of their cattle
dwindles instead of increasing, The fact that a tribe

P

of good collectors had and still has the desire and

the aptitude to keep and breed these animals is note-
worthy and shows that under these circumstences the
development from Bunting and collecting to cattle breed-
ing is easier than jumping from hunting ang collecting
to agriculture, In the past thoush scme encouragement
was given to the acquisition of cattle by Chenchus
enough has not been done as mostly attempts have been
made to settle the Chenchus as cultivators and that too
unsuccessfully. It is therefore conceivable that cattle
breeding can be readily adopted by the Chenchus for it
is fully consistent and even favoured by their nonmadic
habits, And once a tribe is introduced to pastoralism,
it is not difficult to introduce them to agriculture
inturn 2s has been the case with Banjaras and Goudus

the two pastoral tribes who could quickly adant then-

selves to settled agriculture also.

The few cattle that Chenchus own are mostly

kept for milk and for the celves, which 2lvays realig
._'C,, e

certain quantity of grain in exchange or cash on sale

[filk is used in verious ways. OChildren are given smain
- Ordatt 1



quantity of miik. But a lerger part of milk is used for
O

gheec maling which is sold to the traders, Tspecially,

during 1ean'seasons when no other food is available

the milk sold by Banjaras is consumeg as substitute of

food either on paymentlof cash from forest labour wages

or in exchange for minor forest produce, collected.

Beef is not eaten by them, but meat of sheep, goat,

and fowl is consumed, Buffaloes are as o wiholce nore

favoured than cattle for they scem to be physically

better fitted to withstand the climate of The plateaun

besides being better milkers than cows and in most

Chenchu villages there are atlé;st three” or four

buffaloes, cows and =2 few calves. At nizhts buffaloes

and cows are tied %o wooden posts. Cows arc nilked

gencrally and a 1ittle quantity of milk is lecit for

J

and girle drive the

(]

3

the calf, Generally young boy

cattle for grazing.

There can be 1little doubt that onc of the possi-
bilities for an improvemens in the Chenohu's economic
situation lies in the extension and encouragenent of
cattle breeding, and if the Chenchus are no longer foreccd
by cconomic necessity to sell a larger part of their
cattle, they wmay become pastoral tribe while preparing

the ground for their adoption of settled agriculture,
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combining the -breeding of cattle with horticulture and
the collection of forest produce. owing to the cxistence
of perennial water in several places, the upper platecau
constitutes a valuable grazing rescrve and it vould
appear highly desirable to develop it as such Lombadi
graziers drive large herds upto the platecau during the
nhot season and even sonc of the cultivators of the
plains cntrust some. of their cattle to'Chcnclhus during

this period.

J The Jdva~stock population of the Chenchus is
non-descript and stunted in growth, Veterinery Insti-
tutions functioning in the area are conducting prophy;
1actic vaccinations begides trezatment of minor ailments

-nd their dctails are given bcelow:

1. Minor Veterinary Dispensary, Amarabad,
o, Minor Veterinary Dispensary, Padra.

3, Rural Veterinary Dispensary, Lingal
AR B Veterinary Dispensary, Kondanag@l,

5, Rural Veterinary Dispensary, llannanur,

In addition to this thce following livestock

development work has beci taken up in the arca:
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1) Breeding Bulls distribution ) 6 Ongole Bulls
: ( 1 Murrah Bull

[
2) Improved Rams supplied 1

W

%) Pedigree birds -distributed 1654

Taking into comsideration the potenticlivics

and the need for greoter development of Jivestock the

following animal husbandr»y schermcs are suggested

)
i-h

or

alround development of Chenchu livestock,

1) Establishment of Mobile Vetcrinary Centres:

Tc scrve far flung orces and provide services
to Chenchu Cattle of Kuarool and Ongole Disbtrict areas
it is proposed to have 2 Mobile Clinics in tixe following

places in the project area,

1. Bairluty

2, Palautla

Veterinary Assistant Surgeon will be incharge of
lMobile Voterinery Clinic, One Gompdundef is also provi-
ded to assist the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon for con-
ducting vaccinations and treatment work. Thesce mobile
centres are proposed so as to cover interior and scattcred
Chenchu villages which hitherto have not been covered,

These Mobile Clinics will also serve as idobile Iaput Van,



®er

Catering to all other livestock development activitics,
The Mobile Veterinary Clinics will carry on tho

following activities,

1) Trecatment of sick animals in the viliages,

2) Attending to outbreaks of disesses in addition e
routine prophylactic vaccinations in villages,

3) Conducting Ranikhet and Fowl pox vaccinations in
ieaare s, :

4) supervision of Breeding Bull Centres

5) Intensive propaganda and extension work,

Financial implications of Mobile Clinics,

Hou-iecurrings

e

Rs,
1. Cost of Van (Diesel). 70,000
2. Qost of Equipment ' 5,000
(MEicro™ Seope, - CastratanPolea e waa, = S0 T
75,000
Zz  Buildings and Garsge for Vai 40,000
Total: 515,500

—— e -~ - -
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REgupriaEsd T Rs.

1, Tunning and maintenance charges of Van 3,000

Peg Cost‘of ledicines, 5,000
.

3. Dstoplishments

Tay and D.A. of the Veterinary Asst.

PURZEOR Ty 10,000

Pzy and D.A, of the Compounder, 4,000

Pay and D,A, of the Driver. 5,000

Lttender 1,800

AN TN, Efor the BHaify 4,000

5. Contingencies, 1,200
26,000

Potel smount for One Clinics

8o
Ist year = 1,441,000
2nd yeer = 26,000
3 3rd yoar = 26,000

2) astablishment of First Aid Centres:

In addition vo 2 Hobile Clinics, 3 Pirst Aia

Centres are suggested at Peddamanthala-and Gara Penta,

s,

Pozilla to achieve further disporsel of services and o

LdaCy

gerve the above mentioned places which have a Zood number

of Jlivestock,



These three Fifst Aid Centres will take up
prophylactic vaccinations against‘different diseases
and also routine trcatment of clinical cases, These
proposced institutions along with existing Hinor Vetcri-
nary Dispensaries and Rural Veterinary Dispensaries will
form the core of animal husbandry deyelopment activities

in the Project area.

Financial implications of the Pirst Aig Centres
! 1)
are as follows:

Non-Recurring: Rs
T o °

1. Construction of Dispensary Build-

ing and Quarters for the staif, 30,000

2, Turchase of equipment and furniture, 5,000

J¢ Tnen"Trevis. 1,000
~ 36,000

Recurring:

1, liedieines and other drugs. i 308

2., Contingencies etc.,, 500



¢ 700)

E§t9:i}§§ment: B,
1, Pay and D,A, of Stockman 3,700
., P2y of Attender 1,800
B et o, SHCyeE T - 500
"6,000
Ist Year = Bs.42,000
2nd Yeary = Bs. 8,000
3rd Year = s, 8,000
85,58,000

- — — e " =" o

Thasing out of the dispensaries and financial implica-~

tions are furnished in Annexure

3) Development of Cattles

The main object of cattle and 5uffaloe develop~
ment is to bring about an improvement in the milking cara-
city end draught efficiency of cattle, taking into consi-
deration the prevailing conditicns, Measures such as con-
trollcd breeding effective diseasc control and adequate
feceding are suggested for improveuent of the cattle., As

nost of the Chenchu families reer only buffaloes and Qo

Cic



(Redtrs)

not naintain any white 'cattle except one or two buffa—
locs, it is proposed to station upgraded buffalocs at the
3rceding Bull Centres, This is suggestcd in view of

the prograzmme of intensive distribution of buffaloes

for milk production. As the Chenchus are backward and
ignorant of better livestock rearing practites, natural
brecding operations in cattlc are suggested for which

7 brecding bull centres are suggested, These breceding
bull centres arc proposed to be located at 5 existing
and proposed vetérinary institutions in the area, At
coch centrc upgraded buf}aloe bull will be stationed

and will be relcased for mating into the herds, Usuelly
oiie or two bulls are proposced for cach centre depending
upon the buffaloe population., The idea of starting
these centres at Veterinary Institutions is to have a
dircet control over these centres by the technical

perzonnel. Intensive castration of bulls at the Veteri~

GiFar

nery Institutions is suggested in the arca for the sﬁcoouo
of the breecding progrerme, Provision is also made for
.
concducting deworming and Jiscase control measures for
the off-springs bora to these bulls in the veterinary

institutions suggested in the Plan,
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foeilities available with them. Apart from incrcasing

mille production, such a programe, by adequate invest-

-

meat would help to improve the economy and nutritional
stetus of the Chenchus, Dalry farming hes the highcest

poturitielity in Chenchu area, Most of the Chenchus

roar bufielocs, but it is well known that the aninals
with thonm in most cascs arc not good producers, Ther

fore it is imperctive thaet any programme designed to

ey
encourege Chenchus to fake up dairy cattle rearing

A5k

should casurce o profitable syston wiich would guarantcc

nininum cconomic gain from this venture, The success

-

of doiry farming therciore depends upcn the supply of

buifclocs with a fairly zood level of production and

o

opbirmum reproductive cfficicney. Apart from the supply

of ool milk producing eninals, the prograrme also

rigages improved and controlled breeding suggested

the Pleza, sc that the progenics of the existing

cottlc ond buffelocs arc comparatively much better pro-

ducers and can supplermcent the original low producing

+.c1- in the coursc of a fow yenrs, As an adjunct

el
S A

of incrcosced and econcmic milk production progrormcs,
the improvencht of fodder and pasture lands is also
qurrosted, The prograrmie 2lso, intcerelia, provides

A

7or veterirary cover through veterinary institutiong

forr prevention of infectious disenses and treatment
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of cilmenis. One Dairy Unit is proposed to be attached
to each Asﬁram School in the project area, This will
ensble the Chenchu boys to learn the ert of dairy,
cattle rearing and will also provide nutrifious milk %o

then,

PTaking into consideration the existing facili-
ties and other factors, the requirement of milch animcls

couid be fulfilled mainly by graded buffaloes,

It is proposed to supply milch animels in the
villages identified for forming a milk -belt in the area
(Annexure )}, About 50 families will be selected Zor the

supply of milch animals during the first phase., It is

e

proposed. fo supply 2 buffaloes to each family, Inibizlly

onne buiialoe will be supplied and after 6 months anothner
huffeloe will be supplied. This unit Will'form a nucleus
for further developmeént of dairying in Chenchu femily,
50¢; of the cost of buffaloes, shed and feed for 3 months
will be cubsidised, the balance being made available as

looa from commercial hank or any other financial institu—

tions in the arca. Such villages only will be selected

)

"o distribution of milch animals where there is norket

H

or nilk so that the villages can be clubbed together

o
O
L

narketing of milk.,
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The working datails of the scheme are

Gost of 2 Milch buffaloes includ-
ing transport,

of shed,
t of feeding charges for 3 months,

i

)]
ct

(@)

ok
0

2
6]

c

‘Cost of feed for 2 buffaloes for 300 days

Cost of feed for 65 days dry period,
Cogip ol Tegd forglacalsress
ilachinaries

Other miscellaneous

Interest on loan,
Repaynent of Ist Insvalment of loan,
Depréoiation on buildings and equipnent.

as el lews



Receipis: : Bs,
1) Scles of Milk at the rate of 5 litres a
doy per buffaloe at the rafc of ®.2/-
penclitiee 2 %" 5"% 58 5,009
2) Dy 3aole of 2 one year old calves. 500
3) By S3ele of manure. 100~
5,600
receipts at the end of Ist year, 5,600
Txpenditure in the first year, 3,950
1,658
et surplus at the end oi first year, 1,650

The net surplus will go on increasing in succcecld-

ing yecars,

Lisrketing of Milk:
e j=)

The ilarketing of milk will be taken up by
Cooperative Iilk Supply Society formed for the purpose.
Initially, marketing of milk can be taken up by the
propozed cooperative scciety, Iii the later stages of
the plen i.e., from 6th plan onwards a milk collection
centres can be esteblished, The society will be formed

with the members who are supplied with milch cattle.

Fhe society in addition to desling with merketing of
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acmipers for +the purchase of mileh animals, feeds etec.

Pogtuze and Fodder Development:

. For the succces of the nilk proCuction programmcs

an@ ok e e husha "WrI’"" p}:‘ogra"’!"c among Ohench.us’ 3

.

ig impcrative to have adequate provision for feeds and
fodder in addition to good producing milch animals and

ock besides good health cover. There arc

e

no cultiveted lands under fodder crops ia the are
nduleting terrain, extensicn of reserve forest boun—
:f“:lccs al'\{l '_}:‘r“»SJCI’iCtlQ;ls (@i :I’CLZ].J'}L: oi‘ Ca-t-tle itl fOrCS't

ne extent of grozing and

lable for livestock grazing, More-

E: 2 s Sy M in NPy S
crexr. Ohenchus are not in the 2abit of feeding greer
1 S

to tnc working and other animals as theirs is
- rot an agro-based ecconomy, They also do not

= -y - 1 Loy Gy
czing lands are ict malin-

crov fodders, The existing grazlid

-1 properly and most of then are poor in guality and

cntity dus to 1-ck of proper rienaZenent, heé areas 28

gueo
such 18 denuded of good srasses os a regurt of continuous

crozing by over populated animzls.,



The improvement of grass lands consists in incrcﬁ—
sing the producti- ity of grasslands end their judicious
uwtilisation by controlled grazing or by making hay. The
measzes for improviag production of grasses will include
1) Bush clearance 2) Fertilizer use 3) Reseeding and
planting where necessary 4) Woisture conservation throwsh
éontour furrows; and above all 5) Protective or controllcd
grazing or timely harvesting of grass formaking hay to

presexve 1ts nutritive vealue,

Por rcsecding of groass lands percennial grasses
such as Chenchus ciliaries C,Setigeras; and lasiurus
gindius; dichantherin annulatun, scheme nervoswn and

cther grasses are proposecd,

Next controlled grazing in gross birs is proposed.
By closing part of the area for grazing and dividing the
rest into compartments for rotational, grazing deterio-
raced over grazcd lands cair be brought under good grass

cover, Unwanted bushes and shrubs waleh encroach upon

feas,
5

grosg londs and reduce the effective area for grasses
and their productivity are also o0 be cleared, Hannanur
arce. has got vast avces for grezing, the hay from these
foregt arcas of Hannanur arc token to far off places

for fecding of livestock., As such this aree canr be

O
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jeveloped for more and nutritious grass production, The
crea under forest grasses which are not open to grazing
are proposed to be utilised for making hay by timely
harvesting and curing the herbage. Green forages supple-
nented by good quality hay is the naturally balanced‘
ration for ruminants. Apart from nutritional soundness
this sysvem of feeding with a judicious combination of
green and dry roughgge is most econimical,

o

As irrigation facilities are not adequate, the

PRl

cultivation of Iodde? grasees and legwnes is not proposed

o]

n a large scale, Only limited area will be utilised

?
and that to under rotational crop rearing, cultivation
of leguminous and other fodders, in rotation with other

food crops will also improve the soil fertility of the

Chenchu lands.

Hanagement of grass lands will be takenup by

the Torest Department and the different methods pro-

csed for improvement of grass lands will be undertaken

3

by the Forest Department,

% is proposed to develop the grass lands upto

the extent of 300D deres.



For pasturc and fodder development an amount oI

(W

2.3 ,.00 lakhs is provided.

sheep Develooment:

. e ey .

b=in

The sheep population of the Project arca-is cof
non~descript type with compact body. The sheep are
spaxcely cl”*rlbutnd with féw pocliets here and there

) —
b

As the Chenchus are nostly feood gatierers ond foress

o

il A

lchourers. BSheep rearing can be takén up by them as

(5

rganree of dncome. It is therefore proposed to distribuits

2

a sheop-unit eocch comprising of 20 EBwes'

breed). Provision is elso nade for coancentrste fzed
cor the sheep. Por the e¢ffcetive impiemgatation of the

gsciend, sheep will be rejulerly 4 lewornied. and provision

iz aiso nade for regular vaccinabion against

Gost of one Unit will be &,4,500/-,

About 5D Units sre proposed af an estimated coeot

of sNet Laldash

tandy 't Rem (HWoldort
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ilost of the Chenchu -houscholds bﬁve atleast

or 4 birds with then, DIut they are non-dsscript in

Ik
tyne and less remunerstive, The birds are mostly of
Jungle tvpe with coloured plumage, Though much wag not
done for the development of poultry in Chenchu aree,
still poultry productloﬂ offers brnnt scope and hez o

&

lorz: poteatislity for quickly increasing the suppiy of

S

of Chenchus which is dc-

i
o

qual ity proteing in the die
ficient in their food, Tt will also help'in improving

47 weoonomic ssatus as ponltry population could be

@}

ircreosed guantitatively ond improved qualitatively in

e, comparatively short time., Poultry rearing can provics

v

3R lcgcnt ry income if teken up as o subsidiary ocou

LS ’

Lrar}

ticit by Chenchus.

"he following Schcrcg are guzeested for develop~

sen’ of moultry .in the area,

s polouxred plumege row selective brsedisg with 1ga s
wang. Tor this progromme compact arecs with contiguncy

villeges only will Dbe selected where cockerals will he



Mz

exchonged with local cocks in the projeect area. The
entire poultry population of the selected Villeges will
be covered with cross bred cockerals for upgrading the

. locol stock. For regulexr provision of health cover

-

o these villages veterinary institutions will teak

up rcgular vaccination and medical care.

An amount of 5,1 lakh is provided for cockexrcls

distribution in the areca.

2) Poultry Units:

As the Chenchus are very backward aﬁd slow in
acccpliing new programmes, snall poultry VAT LSy Segnia
very modest scele are suggested., It is proposed to
heve wnits of 50 crossbred hens, in the selected con-

tijuous villages, where upgrading programme is suggrestcd

se G vl

E’.‘

the Plan, The units will have ready to lay pullctss
or two to three months old pullets in the first year.
The advantage of this type of rearing is that the birds
will be protected with Ranikhet and Pox, and other
nedications would also be completed., Such a systen
sovld also help theée farmers to learn rearing of

simall sized flocks of pouliry of Zoed laying capacity

during the first year and gain confidence in rearing
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day old chicks later. Two types of rearing of birds are
suggest-ed, One is intencive gystem of reoring, with
Qeep litter system and cnfeterin system of feeding and
free ronge system of rearing, The pqultry houses are
proposed to be constructed with local ma aterinls like

mud walls, bamboo mesh and thatched roof, This ¢ systen
of renring will not only provide supplementory incoge

to the tribals but also proteinous food to them, Besides
this system of rearing will pro-vide one ton of useful
menure a yeor, which caontnins about 3% nitrogen, 2%_
phosphoruus ond % potﬁsh plus some trace elements,

Thus the Chenchus con use this manure on his owm Llaond,

Whéch will help him in increasing the yield from the

Tands

The establishment of these units will be taken

up in o phased monner ot Ashram Schools, This will

ennb-~le the tribal boys to learn the art of poultry

recring ond ot the sanme time eneble them to get nutrious
diet. Thesc unite will be clubbed- together so as to
frcilitat-e effective marketing of surplus eggs, after
lesving some percentnge fo-r the congsumption of Chencius,

An amount of R, 1.00 lakh is provided for this

DPLOgrome,
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2ing Projrannce s

The Chenchus are very backirard and ignorant of
hoth better method of livestock resring and their eco-
nonic importance, In order to kcep abreast of the
deveibpmcnts in their arcas, it is esscntial to train
tribol beneficiaries from the arca in all aspects of
1iveétock rearing, feeding, breecding and management
practices,, Training will be conducted at Government
1ivestock-£érm, Mehanandi where facilitics are available
for training in animal husbandry, The training will
be imparted for 15 days. Tach batch will consist ChiEg
* ke persons."‘Altogéther 20 batches in a year are pro-

poscd,

The financial details are as follows:

85'a
1) Stipend for ecach traince for 15 days
at ,5/- per day. 5,05
2) To and fro charges. 25,00
100.00"
Tor Tecaching Staff:
1) Veterinary Assistant Surgeon 10,000

2) Attendent, 1,800

5) Other charges, Contingencies, 1,000

- oy ot s tn e



Jon-Resurring: 2L

Turnitvre aad Teaching Aids, IR
Stipend and other chargss for

200 Srainees, 20,000
12,800
5,000

Silyy 809 or
say 38,000

a -

trogﬁhunlnf of Livegtock Parm, HMshanandi:

-——

The prograrmes sugsested in She Plan would

r¢glire large inputs of Cattle, Poultry and Sheep,

1

Yor this purpose the existing livestock farm at Mahanandl

welld be strengthencd. Tae Farm would produce requirs.

avaber of livestock and 2t the scne time training PTo-

oreimies will be oonductco at the TFarn.

e . . saken up at
The following activities will be ual

“he Farn,

i 3 ii - Aninals for
*) Production of Breeding 3ulle and liilch Anina
supply in the Chenciu area.
2) Prodaction of crossbred cockerals and poultry birds
for Aistribution in “he area.
Invectigation of Aiscascs prevalent in the area b
setting up clinical laboratory,

(N



4) Supplying balanced feed by setting up feed mixing
plant. :

5) Froductior of improvcd variety of shcep for dis-
tribution.

6) Training-of Chenchu:Farmers on inproved livestock
recaring practices, :

Fof.this purpose an amount of B.6.00 lakhs

is provided.
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Forest is the hone, the most importants
source of livelihood, and this very basc of existeice
for the Chenchus. As describcd in Part I, the forest
nrovided them'with zood in the form of tubers, roots,
leaves, flowers and fruits, honey, meat of wild aninals
ands birds.s ATL" suppliics h n building material and
raw naterial for their'crafts and chores. Forcsth
labour is thec most important sourcc of cash incone
for many Checnchu villaées. It constitutes the back-
drop for Chenchiu settlenent in which They hove lives
from time immemorial., There is hardly any sphere of
Cherchin 1life which is not 11n1 cd with forest, 1In
other words, the forest constitutcs sheetanchor of
Chenchu economy, Develop: ﬁnt of Chenchus would there-
fore bc linked with the develdpment of forestry
Torest aavelopment should rececive foremost importance

in the asction plan for developrent of Chenchus,

A roview of the forest policy and
forest concessions available to tho Chenchus is csessen~
ial to deternmine the status of Chcenclhu in his forest

habitat and to suggest measures for their anelioration,
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while survey of forest potenitialitics is necessary

P

to exeming the scope for cstablishing Fforest based
industries which can provide direct as well zg in-
direct employment to the Chenchus.

Hew Forest Policy:

—~

From tine immenorial the 5henchus lived as
children of forest enjoying the unrestricted frecdom
in their exclusive habiftat. They collected forest
produce and hunted game without any restﬁiction. This
state of‘affairs continued happily until about the
last quarter of 19th Century. The gradual extension of
the suthority of the Gofernmeut in these arcas and be-
ginning of commercial exploitation of the forest re-
sourccs and policy oi scientiﬁic nanagenent of forests
Inpoéed restrictions on the freedon of Chenchus to use
forecst and its products. Ian the Wallanalai forcsts
(forming part of +he crstwhile Bri ish India) the
forest policy was first introduced in 1894, TI% is only
ofter 1894 that the forest officials appeared in th
Chéﬂchu habitat and claimecd authority to 1linit ond re-

; ol i e oA ot s Fights of Borern-

fgulete tribal rights in favour ol T i )
ment, This policy of curbing the rights end resitricting

the privileges affected the chenchus very deeply and
Lits =
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thies has been the 1700t cause of the delicate relo

.

rhRely

n

between them and Forcst Department which continve 1o
tHc present time. This policy lasted for fifty yeszrs
ai1d more, Meny scttlements of the rights of the

Chenchus in the forests wcre nade in the meantine.

The policy was reassesscd by the Government
of India and new forcst poiioy was adopted im 1952 acco
ding to which_the arca under forcst in the hilly arces
ghould not f£211 below 60 pcr cent, The new forest
policy envisaged various measures for scientific
conservation of forest which in turn involves resu-
lation of Tighte and the restriction of freedon of
the tribal ;nhabitants of - the forest tractsy Dhe
ney: forest policy piaces areater enphasis on the na-
tional intercsts, Mhile, therefore, the neelds cf the
local population rust be met to 2 reasonable extent,
national interesfs should not-be sacrificed becaousec
they are not directly liscernitle, nor should the
rights and interests of future. geheration be subordi-

"

noted to the improvidence of the present generationi,

In pursuance of this policy, the following
forest concessions are exteanded to the forest 1iving

Chenchus in the Project area,



A
1) Chenchus in Nallemslai region are 2]1lov ey te
cultivate the forest land free of charge
2) They are also allowed to enjoy thé coicessions
of free grazing, the removal of Paralks lohir
-C VL,

and thatching gress from reserved forests for

their domestic requirements.

3) They are also eligible for the removal of timber

bamboo %bd forest produce, frown the protecicd

)

< - - it ] Z1 ]
forests_¢OlVQOMGSth and a5rlcu1tural purposes
like:
a) Timber for Agricultural implenents
4 £ - .

b) Roles and thorus for hedges.

c) Bamboo for fencing and roofing -of huts and
. A 3 o) L 2D i 4
sheds in the field. £

d) Leaves for green manure,
e) Tuel for hutting and cocking,

f) Timber and other forest produce fox %L waAbetion
e o ol S N TR D% SRRy . "—::— ‘I\' AL
ofrbenpor ATy L LWelTANS ) Mentl s LATEAS, petiinLe
anl . Lénoing- oL - c@mpounds, g 3

4) The specific reservetions cre made for reeruit-

nent of various category of posts in the Forcst

Depertuent.

There is an abridg epent of the Forest rizhts

and concessions ai ullw lc to the Chenchus as a resulst

of the new forest policy. The Chenchu . who regarded

hinself as the mester of the forests is now placed



under thé close watch of the ECrewt Depertnent. The_
traditional rights of the Chenchﬁs were no longer re-
cognised as rights. In 1894 they became 'righte and
privileges! ond in 1952 they became 'rights and cci-
cessionst, How they are bhelny considered as 'Concessicis!
The Forcst staff muvltiplied over the succcessive
rive Year Plans, The populaticin of Chenchus also in-
creased perceptibly over. the ycars, Populaticn incrcasc
and conconitant increcasing pressure on forest oa one
hand and increase in tihe nunber of Forest coaservancy
staff on the other hand led to a situation in vwhich
mutwal distrust and tensioa. persists. A new dimeasion

105 been added to this

o
=
H

ealdy strained relationsiuin.
©he Chenchu:habitat in Mahboobnagor District and Pra-
keshan District is now infilftrated by verious groups,
especially, Sugali or Banjara pastorals. In the Cherchu
areas of the Xurnool District, the ex-criminal tribes
hove been settled, These fribes, especially Veddras, hovs
a. seducing effect on some Chenchys living in their
neighbourhood., There cre many complaints that the
laddaras and Chenchus in some ploces have taken to
i1licit felling of timber =2nd smmggling to the plains,

This led to more vigilance on the part of Forest Siaff

who, it is alleged, resort-to coercive nmeasures in



enforcing forest conservancy laws, This type of

atnosphere, saturated with mutual distrust and nesgo-
X ? . = ~

tive attitudes, is for from congenial for develop-

ment of forestry or for the welfare of the Cheanchus

theriselves,

There 1s no denying of the fact that TForect
conservation is of utmost importance to the notior =z
o whole, The forest wealth shoulé be protected =nd
developed on scieatific lines, The huaan problens
involved in the process, however, requiré new o.pproach.
The Ferest Deportnent, o8 2 wing of governnental

Lo

\

nachinery, should also coasider itself responsible
for the development of the Chenchu inhabitants who
rrovided working force for various operations involved
in the édevelopment Qi Porests 211 alons. on the other

hand the Chenchus and tribal irhabitants should realise

the need-to preserve the forests. This approach en-
¢ i aplovrent to the Chenchus in Forest
vigages continuous enployrcit,

- . : -1 %)
worle by the Forest Departient. Developient of tae

; ~nd the welfare of the Chenchus should o hand
o .

This calls for a portuership epproach in

oy 6 - of BNt
which the Forest Department should consider vhe

z
- ~ '
T g an

Chenchu as friend of the forest nad involve hi
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indispensable éartner in the scientific cevelopment
_of forestry, In returxn, the Chenchus should also
regord the Forest dfficiél as a benefcctor and inot

foe and consider the Forest conservation as protec-
tion of their own weclth, If this change comes about,
the tribal can easily be won over and right stmosphere
for developnent of forest on scientific lines can he

established.

In pursuance of this policy, the following

prograrries arenvisaged under Forestry in the action

plan for development of Chenchus.

1) Provision of enpbyuent opportunities to the Chenchus:

The Torest area in fhe Chenchu habitat is
18,11,723% acres (2,830 Sq.Miles) with & Chenchu popu-
lasvion of 13,400, The verious actlvities of the TForsst
Departnent can easily sustain a large section of the
Cﬁenchu population by providing cmployment to then

‘for 300 days in a year,

A schene for providing assured enployunent o
the Chenchus hus to be evolved taking into considera-
tion the requirements of the Forest Department., The

Chenchus lack skill and lknow-how regquired for nodern

e

foresi uanagericnt and the Forest Department complaias



that the Chenchus lack-the ShEmine fang skeiild) s for
felling the tinber trees, t is also a problen to
procure the forest labhour in required strength from

2 single Chenchu settlement, 4 short duration train-
ing programme is proposed to impart training to the
Chenchug in modern nethods of timber felling, and
processing and in forestry operations. Two training
centres are proposed at Bairlutty ahd Ilfannanur, The
details of the Forestry Training Ceatres are furnished

hereuncers

1) Training of 25 persong for first year -- 3 months
a) Stipend B.100 x 25 x 3 x 2 = 15,15,000
b) 7T,A, and others 50 x 25 e 2 = B5:02,50D
@ Two batches every yecar 2,47, 500
Rails 200 =f1,03,020
2 Establishnent charges:
o) Extension Officer |
b) Clerk { for 3 years = 72,000
c) Attender
d) Buildings (2) Ealted] T/000
d) Buildings (2) . B, 33,000
Bi2,00,000

e Lk LT ey

The Forest Departrient can also recruit the
Chenchus who have prinmary education and successiully
g

corpleted their training course &t these training

centres for protection services and conservation work,



Training in Logging Techniques:

In addition to forestry training, speciclized troin-
ing con be given to persons working in the Forest Depari-

4

went., In consultation with the Forest Department the
Chienchu boys who have studied upto 7-8th Class can Dbe
siven fraining in this specialised branch of foresiry.
As new coners, they may require sufficient time to
acauint themselves with logging techniques., If they
successfully complete the training under logging tech-
nioues. they can be absorbed on the Forest Departuent.
Lvery year 15-20 candidates can easily be recruited by
the Forest Department. The treaining ney last 5-5 noaths
The financial implications for staruing this training
centre is furnished hereunder:

" 5 -

Praining for 20 persons in first year - 6 months:-

a) Stipend Bs.10D0 x 20 x 6 = 12,000

b) T.A. end other Misc, 50x20x6 = 6,000
18,000 x 3
= 5,545,000

- et e e v sy

Sxploitation of Major Forest FProduce:

Exploitation of major forest produce offews
oriple scope for gainful employment for Cheachus. The

processing can also be uwndertcaken by the Chenchus.
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he Training of the Chenchus in modern methods of tinber
logzing, sawing, slicing etc. in the training centres
=rill provide the skilled labour for undertaeking the
exploitation of mejor forest produce by Chenchus thern-
selves, Exploitation of major forest produce, however,
cannot be taken up individually., This can be best achic-
veld by forming Forest labour Cooperative Societies with
Chenchus ,as nembers. There have been o few Forest
‘Coupe 8Societies in the Chenchu.érea.,,These heve becorie
lormant CGue to various reasons. Their problens arc
insuroountable. Since the Forest Labour Cooperative
Soclieties are right institution to mobilise the 1obovr
for its economic and efficient use and‘to improve skills
and incone of the Chenchus, it is proposed to organisc
norest Labour Cooperative Societies, It is proposed
o cover tac. entire project area with Forest. Labour
Cooperative Societies in phased programne and a sizeoble
shere in exploitation of major forest produce can be en-
trusted to them, The Cooperatives cannot however succeed

without the strong support from "Governnent., The major

Pa)

dircction in which such support is required is a policy
decision hy the Governnent to replace the system of
contractors in the Chenchu erce in exploitations of

najor forest produce, Tae prinery responsibility for
pronoting forest labour Cooperative Societies should

»cot on the Forest Depariment,
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It is proposed to orzanise and register o
Torest Cooperative Societies in a phased nanner as

deteiled hereunder:s

YTeecx Heme of the Share Capital. No.of Members
Society Rs,
1976~77 Mannanur 24,508 259

1977-78 Bairluty SHE0E 350

Bach socliety will have the following as objectives:

1) To promote the economic interests of its
nenbers by securing contract of forest coupes and %o
work such coupes for production of timber, firewocod
clinrcoal elc,y to supply these products to Governncns
of Andhra Pradesh Porest Developnent Corporation,

Girijen Cooperative Corporation and other Institutions

on indent basis or to arrange for their sale.

2) To Pronote the economic interest of its monbers
by obtaining contracts for execution of public ox
private work and to organise in such o way as 1o

vrovide assured employment to the members,
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2 To purchase or .dre tools equipment anc nachinery

for carrying out the above objects,

4) .- To act as agent to procure, and for disbursiig

for donestic, professional, credit requirement of the

nemnbers.

The size of the nmembership of a forest loboumn
cooperatives nay be fixed with reference to the worl:
load and the area of operation., Initially any ten

nenbers nay be permitted to-promote a society,

mhe shere capital of the society ray be smell
Aenoninations ané therce should be a 1linit on the menber
of shares that a nember cal hold., Having regard to the

nocor eccnomic status of the Chenchus the Girijan Coon~

srrtive Corporation or Projcct authority should provide

‘o u ¢

shore capital on behalf of individual members.

The Managing Comnittee of each prinary forest
1sbour Cooperative Society shall elect from ailongstv
t

; i raaid , +
senselves o President oand Vice President as per 1ie

g _ d o B
nrovigsions of the bye~laws of each society
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The Managing Comnmittee may comprise of the

following:

1) 5 Blected representatives of labour members.
2) 1 Woninee of Forest Department.

3) 1 Hominee of Forest Developrent Corporation.
4) 1 Nominee of Girijan Cooperative Corporation.

5) 1 Nominee of Tribal Welfare Depariment/Project
authority.

6) 1 Nominee of Cooperative Deparitment,

The Society nay employ the following officers
and field staff depernding upon the volwze of work:
1) Secretary who will be in overall charge of
the management of society and accounts,
2) Accountant.

3} Coupe Agent to be incharge of Forest
exploitation work,

4) Depot Clerk ot Disposal Centres.

Collection and proccessing of ¥Minor Forest Produce:

The Andhra Pradesh Girijan Cooperative Cornora-
tion is given the monopoly to collect and purchase
ninor forest produce from the Chenchus and other tribls
h the Progectsares, he Girijan Cooperative Corpora-

tion has extended its activities recently. It is now
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orgonising ite activities through its prinmary socichies

sitveted at Atnekur and licnnanur, It covers the Pro-

ject erca through 10 D,R.Depots situated at Bairluty,

- oYs) ) 1 " ~
Pechr?vu, Srisailan, Dornala, Hannanur, Vatwarlapalli,
Benal, Padra, Amrabad and Lingal, The total turn over

of the Girijan Cooperative Corporation in the area

during the year 1973-74 is as follows:

|
5l,Mo, Name of the item.

3 Quantity purchescd.
1. Addaleaf 250 Tons

25 Tamarind 2,450 @

5% lyrabolams e

4, Soapnut : GO

2y Honey 33,002 Lbs,

5, Relabark - 1,900 Tons

e Vax 856 Lbs,

The Nallamalai and Amarabad forests are nos
very rich in minor forest produce., There is however
ariple scope to develop minor forest produce potentia-
1ities, This, however, decpends upon Forest policy of
the Government., With depletion of timber yielding
snccics ond increosing dcnand of paper industry, the
~forcestation progroriic ig now riostly confinced to thc

+tion of teak, and other tinber yielding specics,

)
Gl
Q

plak

Lariboo, eucalyptus and obacr quick growing specics.,
mhis forcst policy has changed the very eco-gystern of

“ne chenchus, Chenchu, 28 discusscd garlier draws
Uil g =
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his food from the forest in the form of tubers, flowers,

leaves and fruits., His by far most inportont secondaxy

occupatio-n--honey collection is nlso affe-cted by intro-
duction of new species. The new forest policy has no
plaoce for his traditional food yielding species like
tamarind, 'Ippa', 'Velaga', 'Heredu' etc., The dis-~
appearonce of these trees would also offect the honey-
bees. The Chenchus not only lose their natural nutrients
like honey, fruits, lenves etec., but also lose on impor-
tant source of income, if the traditional minor forest
produce yielding species are entirely ignored in the

forest plantations.
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The Government should issue a poiicy
directive to the Forcsst Department and Forest Depart-
ment Corporation to reserve a fixed extent of forest
arca for minor forast produce specics inthe Vicinity
of the Chenchu settlements. Vherever there is
dwindling of minor forest produce species, the Forest
Developmznt Corporation:d Forest Department should be
instructed to regenecrate minor forest produce gnecias.
The Forest Department shcould undertake a survey for
this purpose and prepare working plan forthe purposc.
Prolific bearers 1like Jécktand Mango can be profitably

reised in such forests.

The financial imniications of various schomes

cnvisaged under forastry are furnished hersunder:



S
No.

Nane of the
_theme._

1. Forestry Training.

2. Plantations

3. Training in
logging tech~
nigues.

10k

Ttems of
Experditure.

Hannanur Building )]
Establishment |
and Stipend |
§ 2,080,000
Chintala Building §
Establishment |
and Stipend §
Nagarkurnool Chenchu labour
Atmzkur Wages. 1,550,000
Nandyal
Giddalur
Forest
Divisions
Chintala Stipend 5L 000
Ional: h,OL,OOO
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. AGHICULYUEE:

‘N

Agriculture ond horticulture haove to be
developed on scientific lines in the Chenchu habitad
to inprove the consunmpsion standards of the Chenchwus
as well as fto provide an assured source of food and
supplenent their inceme., Developnent of agricul ture
assumes riore imporﬁanq in the Project arca in view
of changes in the eéo—system; The developnent of
agriculture, however, 15 Ifraught with formidoble
problens. The past experience in Nallamalail forests
and Amarabad platequ shows that the food gathering
Chenchus lack the tradition of cultivation, The
larze extents of land excised and assigugd fto the

\
Chenchus in many Chenchu settlements renained wicul-

tivated or leased out to non~tribals, ITack of knowled,:

of various agricultural operations, necessary lPLUuo
and tools and thelr handl. ing ocre responsible for

failure of agricultural developmenu prograrmes in

the project area, Sustaluned exveasion work and supply

of inputs at subsidised rates to the Chenchus in the
pest would have paved woy for agriculsural develop-
rient in the Project arca, As most of 3he Cheuchu

villages were situated in Reserve Foresis, they aid

not have the benefit of the Agriculiural cxtension

by

LG
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programme undertaken by the Comunity Develomme:ns

Blocks in the neighbouring area, Eventhouzh the

Chenchu pocket in.llaraboobnagor District is covered
0y Achampet Block, the Chenchus did not receive the
required attention due to their sparse distribution

and inaccessibility of the area.  Morcover, the Achampet

Block was not a Tribal Development Block, In other

districts, Chenchus arec too small in number end sca-
ttered to receive any spcciel attention of the Exton-
sion Agencies of the concerned Blocks. The T,ond

A 3 N 4o 3 .8 T A4 .
Colonisation schemes, at Bairluti, lagaluti and other
places arc good indicators of bad planning. Thesc
scheiies were designed to settle this tribe of Ffood
gotherers and hunters straight away on.land without
initiating them into agriculturc cnd preparing then

selce up ‘cultiveation without necessary infrastructire.

to tak
The sgriculture without assured water supply was gemble

in monsoon.. The poor yields in the initial years must

have discouraged thc Chenchus, The food gathering

Chenchu has no sense'of thrift and so provision for
o fow weeks ahcad, Agriculture in forest areas require
constant care which the Chenchus could not afford,
They could not sustain thenselves till the harvest.
The poor yields and crop failures aftcr 5 months of

waiting forced the Chenchus to fall back on forcst
for work and food. The forest work involves seni-

nopmadic life. BEventually the lands werc left fallow



cnd weeds enveloped them, & few ontclpf ising non-
tribals leascd in some land friom Cheachus for cultivea-
Ligns sButee t was‘stopped as it was considercd to e
dctrinental to the forest wealth to allow the land
grocdy non-tribal farmers to cultivate in the resunec

forest arecas, Thus came t6 a close a schenc which was

cood intentioncd but ill-planned,

Strategy for Agricultural Develobnicnt:

Two decades have rolled by siace the first
cxperinents were conducted in Mahboohnager District.
These two decades have withessed a lot of cihichge in
and around the Chenchu habitat, These changes hav
brought about changes in the outlook, abttitudc and

pirations of the Chenchus, “Hany cf fthen are now

D)
5

mentally prepared to ftake up sgriculiurc if ncccasary
inputs arc supplied free of charge., The Chenchus in
Neollamalais are clanouriang for livestock. With this,
thoe nmost formidable psychological barriecr to intro-
duction of agriculture isg overceme to a large. extont,
There are, however, other constraints which have to
be taken into consideration before introducing agri-

culbure on a regular hasis.
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The first constraint is the geo-physical
factors of the Chenchu arca. "he Chenchu habitet is
nostly hilly and wocded characterised by 1ack.of
perennial water sources, The weter table is also
too deep to be tapped for irrigstion purposes.

The few streams which meander shrough the Chenchu
arca offer limited scope for Irrigation, There arc
tanks at places like Nagaluti, Pedacheruvu, 2elugu~
reyonicheruvu and Pedamantanale which capn be used

for irrigation. In other places the Crops have to

be réin fed, Since restoration of these tanks for
irrigation purpcscs takes two or three Years, the
cropping pattern 'in the Project arca has to be mainly
characterised by dry crops. TFurther, the introduction
of agriculture is to be resiricted to guch Chenchu
++1uﬁents where the Forest Department has nade
available land for agricultural purposes, is mos

of the Chenchu scttlements arc situatead in and around
the Forcst arca, the Forest conservation policy would
therefore be an important linitation factor for

I ion in the  Chenchu. pocket,
agricul tural expansion 1n tiC Ch )

; ; e o
The food gathering Chenclus are not inclincd
il 5 Y
to Azriculturce calls for porsistent and continucug

labour, undertake herd and sustalncd physical work,
ciiJ Ll g = =
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This is mainly due to undernourishment and lack of

ot

gimilar work habit among the Chenchu, Vhen all the

Pr 0% fﬁdﬁ*s embodied in this action plan afe put oxn
ground, the programc bencfits would enable them o
improve their consumrption standards. During the first

a

year of implenentation, the fqrn rs may be proviiced
with cpedit Liberally fior sub31s ence purposes, Fhae
D.R.Depots of the Girijan Coopcrative Corporation nay
vact as retell outlets for Stote Civil Supnlies Depart-
ment, An intensive ncdical care programme OIVlS@QQd
under the Action Plan will be able to correc% thc
autritional deficiencies., Regaxding the other aspect,
prograrme has tc be forrmlated to induce the Chenchu

A

irto the type of wierk hebit required in the propose
settlcd ¢ultivation. The proviglon of idncentives 1ike
cubsistence allowance for the Chenchu rmembers engaged
in cultivation during the first crop season, and supply
of inputs at subsidised raics Would induce then to

take to cultivation and grodua 11v inculcate the work-hs
required for settled cultivation, To avoid the
'cvform ance of past experiments, steps must be teken

to induce community action egainst deiaultors.‘ The
Chenchu tribe has a weakly develcped traditionsl loader-
ship organisation, It is too weak to initiate ox

orgenise any community action, There is, howevor, an

institution of leadershin created hy the Forcst
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Pepartment in cach Forest village. The Forest Deport-

nent had appointed Chenchus in the post of 'Heed Mes? -
and 'Deputy Head Man' to act as Leison Officers il cach
Chenchu settlement between the Forest and other Gov ern-
mentel Departments and Chenchr- residents of the ros-
pective settlements, With the abolition of R.T,
villages and conscouent transfer of execution of

henchu development programmces to varibué Deperticonts,
the Forest Department has discontihucd the Offices

of 'Head Men' and !'Deputy Head lan!', 'The office

can now be continued ané can be uscd for inducing

and organising cormunity action in Chenchu villages.

They can also be entrusted the duties of Village
livnicif (Police Patcl) and Xaranam (Patwari) of the

: pelie e S e he
respective Chenchu Gudens after sonme training by 7€

5 5 » £, ;G

Rovenue Deportment. This is also appropriates 12 t
-. e XS TR T3 ASC S j_!'v_'to
wake of conversion of Reserve Forest Villages

Revenue Villages.,

Lestly, therc is skill and technology constraint,
the level of technological skill of the pre-egricul-
$urs]l Chenchu is very low, This fact must be constontly
kept in view while fornulating agricultural developrent
pfogramme. It has alsq to be kept in view that oddi-
tional skill compbncﬂt should ag far 28 possible

s be
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within the adaptive capocity o
the agricultural developnment is formulated in such

s way that thc cative Cherchu comrmnity in the. Chonciu
settlenent participates in this new pursuit,. it will
induce new work hobits and casurc successful .adoption
BRI E) programmc.' It is cesenticdl to impert freining
to the prospective Chenchu formers in vorious mothois
of farrming, so that the irainees can oct as ianovotors

in their villages, Two farmers itraining centres
S O

arce proposacd at Mannanur and Bairluti,

There is nesd for.sustagned and 'vigorous
agriculturzl extensiocn programme, To carry sut
cxtvonsion work a cadre of dedicated extensicn worliors

B

with adequato expericice of workin’ Lo A Lo
Ereri. YOl E
To ottract good gtalf incentives To the staff worling
in the - project arez may be brovided in the favr

free accommodaticn, project allowance at 209 of

SERIS
128

basic salary, ete, The texrgets noy be fixed reslis-

ticelly taking into ccnsideration various locel feoot

The staffi in=charge of cach CGhenchu setilencnis noy Lo
induced to achicve the pvhysical targets by institusing
Bonug for those who achicte torgets each year, An
agro~service cceatre cun-iedot to nrovide nceccssary

~asa

guidance to thoe farmers wnd supnly sswieulturel
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irrplenents and other agrarian inputs to the Chonehu

viz., Beirluty, Mannanur end Gerapcnts. Onc Agricul-

tural Extension Worker is proposed to be BOSLOTE ot cwarar
= U ) G\ \.~_'.“).
large Cheachu seéttlements, to constantly demonstrate
g - cul
variocus agriculiural operations and usc of asricul -
tural inmnlexents to the Chenchu farmers e
2 ’ =58 Cadl

-1 As Torl 3 S OI e e 4 :
suide them in application of manures, fertilizers,

ok i . V= 2 A e 3 L e : ¥ s
pesticides id cther sgroriarn Inputs. "‘He is o Faak

3

(

cnsible for distribution of agricultural innute to the
; I b
henchus le will bc undes: G : 5 1, )
Chechc 0 H der the COﬂthl of Aasl‘lcultural
Zxtcension Officer of the concerned project arean
<o
It is nccessary to survey land and comnlote
settlemcnt operations in order to assign land indivi-
dunlly,., Distribution of 'patta' also woula o

f owncrship and security of tenurc,

o
02}
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TLastly, therc is the financial constraint,

The foold gatherinzg and hunting Chenchus lack the moncy

.

to invest for short term inputs but alone the huge

neney required for land developnent and other nedius
and long term inputs, It is therefore envisaged 4o
undcrtake land developrieat by the Goverament on 1007

rrant-in-aid besis, The District Units of Agro-Indus-

trics Corporation situated in Kurncol, Mahaboobnogar,
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Ongole aad o%her plecs nmay be cormissioned for the
vorlz in their respective districts. It is also pro-
posed to contrbl the weeds in the fields with appli-
cation of wecdicides. It can be entrusted 1o the
Plent protection Unit of State Depariment of Agri-

3
culture, It is also envisaged to supply varicus kinds
of improved iInputs.to the farmers at subsidiscd roics,
The subsidy component in the inputs supplied by the

Project will<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>