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The Tribal Cultural Research 2nd Training
Institute, Hyderabad since its inception, had initiated
a long term programme of research connected with Socio-
economic conditions of tribes of Andhra Pradesh. The
importance of Sample Surveys for collection of data on
various problems of Scheduled Tribes has been recognised
by the Government. The Indebtedness Survey amdng
Scheduled Tribes of Andhra Pradesh was launched in 197%_72
as a long term Research Project through stratified
sampling technique in the districts of Srikakulam,
Visakhapatnam, West Godavari, Khammam, Warangal, Adilabad,
Mahabubpagar, Guntur, Nellore and Anantapur. The basic
objective of this survey is to estimate the extept of

indebtedness among the major tribes of indhra Pradesh.

Though the draft was ready long back it could
not be brought out earlier due to certain unavoidable
circumstances. This report throws light on the
magnitude of indebtedness among Scheduled Tribes with

specific reference to sources and purpose of debt.



This survey was conducted by a team of officers
of the institute. The Report was drafteg by
Sri A.Somasekhar, Statistical Officer and Sri N. Ra ja

Babu Rao, Research Assistant of the Institute.

I am highly thankful +to all the officials at

Block and District levelgs who extended their cooperation

for succegsful completion of the survey.,

D.R. PRATAP
Director,
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CHAPTER, I

INTRODUCTION o

Lccording to the 1971 census, the tribal
population of Andhra Pradesh is 16.58 lakhs which.
constitutes 3.81 per cent of the total population of
of the state. Out of this 7.55 lakhs or 45.56 per -
cent are liﬁing in the scheduled areas and the rest
sre living in the plains. The Scheduled Tribes Lists
Modification Order, 1956, issued by the Govermment of
India listed 212 tribes.  Among them, 32 Tribes with
varying tradition, culture, and economic level are
living in Andhra Pradesh. Savaras, Konda Doras, .
Bagathas, Velmikis, Jatapus, Gadabas, Kammaras, Manne
Doras, Mukha Doras, Porjas, Katiya-Bentho'O;lyaKoyas\
Hill Reddis, Gonds, Kolams, Pardhans and Chenehus are
the ma jor tribes inhabiting the scheduled aveas.
Yerukulas, Yenadis and Sugalis are living in the
plains,

The scheduled areas of Andhra Pradesh accbunt
for an area of 11,595 Sq.miles which is 10 per cent of
the total geographical area of the state. They cover

1%

s
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6,197 villages in the districts of Srikakulam, Visakha-

patnam, tast Godavari, West Godavari, Khammam, Warangal,

Adilabad and Mahaboobnagar. Outside the scheduled
areas, there are some pockets_where tribes are living

in great concentration.

Though the tribes have their traditional
“occupations, they do not remain confined to those

occupations as they cannot make enough income to sustain

themselves. They therefore, resort to Subsidiary .

occupations.,

The traditiona]l economie OTrganisation of the

tribes can be classified broadly into five Categorieg:

(1) settled agriculture, () shifting Cultivation
?

(3) trade in forest products, (4) Pastoral, apg:

(8) food-gathering.

Agriculture, settled op shifting,.ig the
main occupAtion of mogt of the ma jor

tribes. Tribes
such as Gonds,

Koyas, ang Bhagatas ape mAinly settleg
plough cultivatorg, s Hil1l R

eddis,
Konda Dhorag and Porjag
cultivation.

pastorals turneg 98 settleg cultivatop
e S

Tribes such a

Savaras, Samanthas, Kolams,
still practige Pody

Banjaras are

Nallamala4 forestg are "ainly fooq gath
1the
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hunters and théy.are‘éxperts in the collection of honey.
Now-a-davs they have also turned as forest labourers.
Yanadis depend mainlf on mat-weaving, snake-skinning,
and, to some extent, on agricultural labour and labour
in construction works. Valmikis are traditionai.traders
turned settled cultivators; but side by éide they pursue
their traditional occupation during lean months. The
present-day tribal economy can be described as agro-
forest~based as 90 per cent of the tribal population

are engaged in this sector.

Irrespective of the occupations pursued by
various tribes and their social structure, the problem
of indebtedness is found to be common to all 9Ffe them.
The reason for this is their poor cconomic condition,
which, again, is due to their aloofness from the
mainstream of national development and the geo-economic
nature of the area they lived in., Thanks to the tempo
of development in the areas ad joining the tribal regions
and in the tribal éreas, the tribal areas and the tribes
have come to be exposed to the complex socio-economic
systems operating in the plains areas and this has
resulted in imbalance in the 1ife styles of the tribes
and their economy. While the wants of the tribes

have gone up, they have not been able to find or provided
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with means to achieve them. The moneylenders and
traders from the plains found this as an opportunity
to exploit the tribal people. The problen of indebted-

ness is meinly associated with the settleg cultivators

as the non-tribal moneylengers take them ag 'eredit -

worthy' with a view thet they can take POssession of the

while the food-gatherers are Never given any loan. As

stated by the Elwin Comfiittee "ppq burden of gept

becomes heavy and unbearable apg 1s no where commen-

surate with the source of income,- The tribal borrowers
are, therefore, born in dept

away‘ in debt“a

and the consequent upsurge ip SOt

e triba] areas from
tine to time,

poverty ang €xploitatigy by non-tripaig have to be
tack 2d , Va i
ckle Varioug leglslationswere Passed by the
v il
EOVETmment +, curh moneylending, 1a0d alienstion ang



other exploitative activities of the non-tribel

settlers in the Scheduled &hreas. But the problem

6f indcbtedness eniong the tribals still remains unsolved.
Meny Committees and Commissions have underlined this
issue and its evil effects on the economy of tribals.
With 2 view to agsowsing the magnitude of this problem
and its dimensions & survey smong 20 me jor Scheduled
Tribes inhabiting the scheduled and non-scheduled

areas of Andhra Pradesh was taken up during the yesar
1871-72.

The objectives of the survey ares (1) to
assess the magnitude of tribel indebtedness, (2) to
bring into light the traditional sources of credit and
the "Modus Operandi” of the traditionrl moneylending
agencies, (3) to explore the causes of indebtedness
among the tribsls, (4) to oxAmine the relationship of
indebtedness with certain variables like size of house-
hold, lapdholding, income, expenditure,etc., (58) to
assess how far the cooperatives were able to replace
the treditional moneylenders and reduce indebtedness
amoﬁg tribals, £6) to assess the impact of protective
legislations and (7) to suggest weys and means of

reducing the indebtedness amomg tribels.
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'Ls'tﬁe“ﬁniverSe 1s heterogencous in nature,
charectorisesd by marked'ged-étﬁnic inersities and
varied levels of cconomic development, 1t was broadly

stratified into five-homogenoys Teglons on the pasis

of geo-ethnic similrritics, From each region, blocks

were listed where tribaj population ymg sizeable.

Stratified three Stage sampling was followed

with blocks gs the first-stag'e sampling units, villages

-stage sompling Units, and househo
the third-stage S?mpling unitg,

as the second 1lds =2s

The design was made

self-veighing at the Stete level for both

_ scheduled and
Plains greasg,

the trib851

the regiong Werg Stratifieg further into
sub-regions

SO l"" A ] -
each region,
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areaé of Mahaboobnagar and Kurnool, known as the Chenchu
arca, formed the fourth region, and the tribal pockets
of Ananthapur, Nellore and Guntur districts were grouped
bogether to form the fifth region which is called the

Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugall region.

The first region was divided into six sub-
regions, the secord region was divided into two sub-
regions and the fifth region was broken down into three
sub=regions. The third and fourth reglons were not
divided into sub-divisions. The selected blocks
were fixed on the basis of area Pnd population of each
reglon so as to have proportionate representation in
each region. Four blocks in the first region, three
in the second, two in the third, one in the fourth and

seven in the fifth were selected for study.

The total number of villages phcked up from
the sample blocks varied according to both the ekhnie
composition and the numerical strength of the selected
village subject, however, to @& minimum of two villages.
Keeping in view the time and the availability of manpower
for the survey, the slize of the ultimate sample was
decided in such a way as to include all the major tribes.
The synonymous tribes and the tribes whose population

was less than 8,000 according to the 1961 census were
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elininated from the statistical frame ang o0 ma jor tribes

were selected for the study. The Number of households

seleéted from each tribe for study was fixed on the

basis of the numerical strength of each tripe,

topping the 1ist, it being the largest tribe. Tyo
hurdred households Were selected ip Proportion to the

size of the Koya sample such that eVery tribe wasg

reﬁresented by a minimym of 10 households.

the Savaras, Jhtapus,

Gedabps, Bhagatas,
Valmikis, Kamaras, Br ja

Mukha Doras
and Kotia"Bentho-oriasin the

Second ~regyop were the
» 1n the thirg
y 2nd Pardhans; in the fourth—region were
the fift

ble-1 )

“reglon were the
Gonds, Kolans

. the Chenchus, and in

2na h-region Were the Yerukulass
Yeradis, /Sugalig ( Ta



TABLE .1

x-x—x—x—x—x—x—x-x-x—x-x—x-x—x—x—x—x—x—x-x-x-x—x—x—x—x—x—x
g1.No. Neme of the Region. Tribes No. of housc-
covered holds selec-
ted.
x—x-x-x-x—x-x—x-x—x-x-x-X€x-x-x—x—x—x—x—x—x-x—x-x-x-x-x—x
1. Srikakulam and
Visakhapatnam reglons. 1) Savara 64
2) Jatapu 76
3) Gadaba 20
4) Konda Dhora 78
5) Kammara 22
6) Bagata 50
7) Valmiki 20
8) Manne Dora 10
9) Mooka Dhora 10
10) Porja 10
11) Kotia Bentho-
ria. 10
2. Koys reglon. 1) Koyas 200
2) Konda Reddi 64
3. Gond Teglon 1) Gonds 130
2) Kolams 16
3) Pardhan 10
4, Chenchu region 1) Chenchu 16
5. Yerukula, Yenadi and 1) Yanadi 186
Sugali regiomn 2) Sugali ag
3) Yerukula 116

’.-.-.—.-C_I_‘-.-.-._.“.—. «a T e "0

Thus, a total of 1196 tribal houscholds 370 from
the first reglon, 264 from the secord region, 156 from

the third reglon, 16 from the fourth region and 390
from the fifth reglon were selected for the study.
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CHAPTER.IT

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SO0CIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE’

This Chapter presents and discusses the

demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the

sample households taken up for this studye

AGE AND SEX COMPOSITION:- The 1,196 households under

ulation of 5,909 persons (3,026 males

survey had a pop
and 2,883 females)

-wise, 33.82 per cent were in the
50; and

Apge group
group 0-103 60,29 percent 1n the age-group 1ll-

only 5.89 percent in the age-group above 50 years~(Tab1e*2)

SEX_COMPOSITION OF THE SAMPLE

TABLE.2. AGE AND
: POPULAT ION

;g; Er;uB 23 fM;l;s _____ F;m;l;s- R Eogai : s
0=-10 984 1015 1999

1120 589 538 1127
21-30 594 602 1196
31-40 420 331 751
41-50 241 247 - 488
51=60 139 : 109 248
61-70 41 - 69
71 and above 18 13 31

- D W S S

TOTAL 3026 2883 5009
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Sex-wise 48.78 percent of the oopulation of
the sample households were females. The general sex
ratio worked out to 952 females per 1000 mles. The

sex ratlo varied among the 20 tribes studied.(Table,3).

TABLE.3, TRIBE-WISE SEX RATIO
-_'_‘-“‘————-—-___________

"'----- LR

8ol Dt MALES TEMALgS te'crf.a-.L ggamiggo
________________________ MALES. _
1. BSugali 265 250 515 943
2. Yanadi 457 422 879 923
3. Yerukula 262 273 ) 535 1041
4. Chenchu 39 37 76 948
§$. Koya 541 515 1056 951
6. Hill Reddy 154 138 292 896
7. Gond 350 308 658 880
8. Kolan 42 40 -89 952
9. Pardhan 25" - 20 45 800
10, Savgrs 140 137 : 277 978
11. Jatapu Qe 152 305 903
12. Gadabs 40 51 o1 1975
13. Kondz Dorg 192 189 374 947
14, Kamnars 54 50 104 905
;]_-7: M:nne Dora 22 i . =
‘ 34 60 1307
18. Mukha Dopa 37 33 "0 891
19. Porja 57 ag _
20, Ko‘l‘.ia-—BenthO'..Qriy& 31 €5 e
1 22 53 709
TOTAL; B TN Seeenn

e gy gt g

5909 952
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The sex ratio was low among Kotio-Bentho-/ 3?509 females
per 1000 meles) and high among porjas (1407 females per
1000 males) and Mamne Doras (1307 females per 1000 males)

MARITAL STATUS: Out of the 3,026 males in the sample

population, 42.66 percent were married 54.49 percent
were unmarried and 2.85 percent were widowers, Out
of the 2,883 females in the sample population, 45,68
per cent were married, 46.10 per cent unmarried, and

8.22 per cent widowers ( Table.4)

TABLE: 4. MARITAL STATUS

- e i e e el T g O Ty g T g R g R S R SR S e

MALES PEMALES TOTAL

1 2 3 4
Married 1291 1317 2608
Unmarried 1649 1329 2978
Widower/widow 86 oR7 323
TOTALs 3026 2883 5909

- o EE S e R e W e e WP m pn B Ee W s ™ R E

This reveals that the total number of females
is more than the mles in the married population and

it indicates the existance of polygamy among the tribals,

ECONOMIG STATUS:-  Out of the sample population, 61.48
per cent were workers and the remaining 38.52 per cent

were non-workers. The percentage of males and females

‘!"?‘a:’wg?fﬁﬁ »
W& 'J%
& "

¢ \§
S Y8
% LIBRARVY':
n\
‘i\ S
/8

Nﬁ;v <

¥ 1
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0~10
11-20
21.-30
31-40
41 -50
5160
61.=70

- 13 =

in the working population was 52.99 and 47,01 Tespec—
tively. 48,37 per cent of the mies and 51.63 per
eszt of the females constituted the non=working popu-

lation. Among working population, males out' mumbered

the femles. (Ta ble.5)

TABLE .5 BCONOMIC STATUS

71 and

above ®

- o e

e W G mm e = e e W o

T Rarners | PORURERET C Worelrfets” "ot < <~ <
Males Females Males 1]"'-23113" Males Femnles lialsFem~ TOTAL
; ‘ ..
________ S R R AT =% _a]_.es
9 3 _,4___,__,_?__.___ 6 74 q 5 = ;.0
e - 56 47 928 968 984--1-:5{;“;55;
362 16 226 578 6 8 504 gog 1196
379 23 39 302 2 6 420 am; 5
295 28 11 1% 5 2 241 947 g8
112 ? A = 22 139 109 g48
29 % Sk M e R S
2 -~ i 3
s i _______________ 7 10 18 S S Ak TRy
1158 b 78 T e S el W e
1L 75 Va0 sagh

-
-
e
=9

- S e wh G e

males 1in the non-earnine
L=

POpulation were found in the
age=-group O

=10 yea
years with ap almost equal percentage

\.
A
9

F
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of non-earn ing females in the same age-group

Ma jority of the working population was concentrated in
the age-group of 21-30 as revealed by the fact that
30.54 per cent and 24,78 per cent of tﬁe mle and female

working population respectively was concentrated in that

age-group.e

SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLD: - The average size of the

nousehold works out t0 4.94. Mukha Dora, Por ja and
Manne Dore tribes aTre having bigger households with
six to seven persons. Out of the 20 tribes covered
in the study, 10 were paving persons above the average
size of household.

TABLE.6 SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLDS TRIBE~WLSE

-__.__.__________________..———-

S.No. Tribe No.of house- No.of Sige of the
holdse. Persons households

031 iRt L Ce RN R T A o upins Dy Al
1. Sugall 88 515 5.85
2, Yanadl 186 879 4.72
3, Yerukula 116 , 535 4,61
4, Chenchu 16 76 4.76
5. Koya 200 1056 5.28
6. Hill Reddi 64 292 4,56
7, Gond 1230 658 5.06
8. Kolam 16 82 5y 12
g, Pardhan 10 45 4,50
10, Savara 64 277 4,32
11. Jatapu 76 305 4,01
12. Gadaba 20 o1 4,55
13, Konda Dora 78 374 4,79
14, Kammara 22 104 4,72
15. Bhagatha 50 263 5.26
16. Valmiki SUETY, 109 5.45
17. Manne Dora 10 60 6.00
18, Mukha Dora 10 70 7.00
19. Porja 10 65 6.50
20-K0tia"

Bentho=- 10 53 5,30

oriya.

Totals 1196 5909 4,94
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The distribution of households with reference
to the size revealed that 51.50 per cenmt of the sample
households had 3-5 members, 30.1 per cent of the house-
holds had 6-8 members, 12.50 percent of the households
had either one or two members and 5.83 per cent were

big in size with 9-11 and 12 and above members,

TABLE.7 SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD

FESSEE S ———— e

8ize of Plains Scheduled Total No. Percentage
household area. of housew '

holds.

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
0-2 54 96 150 (12.5)
3.5 195 421 616 (51.5)
6-8 119 241 - 360 (30.1)
9~11 21 39 60 ( 5.0)
12 and above 7 _ 9 10 (0.83)

390 806 1196
LITERACY; -

Out of the sample population of 5909 persons,

636 (or 10.76 per cent ) were literates., But #he

literecy rate varied significantly between the Scheduled

and Plainsg area., The percentage of literacy in the

Scheduled area wams 7439, whereas it was 16.58 in the

plains srea. This eould be attributed to the availa-

bility of more educatiorml facilities in plains areas
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apart from the enlightenment they had due to the increased

contact with advanced sections of the population,

Amoﬁg the literatzs T75.78 per cent were males,
Only 14.2 per cent of the children of school going age
were attending schools. The analysis zlso revealed
that the number of literates was decreasing as the
age advanced which indicates that education was taken
up recently by the tribals. Among the literates,
75.2 per cent went up to primary level, 22,5 per cent
went up to secondary lsvel and only 2.4 pexr cent went
up to college level. There is a significant variation
even in the level of educat;on'as'between the plains
areas and the Scheduled areas as could be seen from
the fact that out of 15 college going students, only
two were from the scheduled area, Detailed break-up

of literacy data of the sample population is given below,

e, e

— W

Literacy Males Females Total
Fv e ; 2 ) A
Primary level 344 134 478
Secondary level 126 17 543
College level 12 % 15
482 154 636

P e

OCOUPATION: - One of the important indicators of economic
development of any region is the occupational pattern of
the population,
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Out of 5;909 sample population 3,633 were . Y

engsged in different occupations. Agriculture constl-

tutes the backbone of the tribal economy in as much as |
out of the 3,633 working population in the sample, as ‘
many as 3,247 (or 89.37 per cent) were engaged in 1

|
agriculture either as cultivators or as agricultural

labourers. Out of this percentage, as much as 60.08 |

per cent were agriculturists and only 29.29 per cent

were agricultural labourers.

1.79 per cent had chosen forest labour as

their main occupation. Only 0.17 per cent were engaged

in collection of minor forest produce, the percentage
of people engaged in miscellaneous works (viz., const-
ruction works; developmental works) as the main occu-

pation wes 8.67% (Table: 9 )

TABLE: 9O MAIN

OCCUPLTION -AGE- GROUP-WISE

Age Group Lgricul- :

M.JF.P. Forest Total
ture tural works collec~ labour
1 2 labour tion: :
4 5 6 Gl
0-10 56 43 4 iL SN 08
11-20 464 329 78 = 12 883
21-30 728 334 84 3 33 1182
31=40 478 189 61 o 13 743
41~50 273 116 60 £ 5 454
51=~60 134 44 o7 31 2 208
61=70 35 8 1 3. s 44
71 ard above. 15 1 e - ~= 16
2183

1064 315 6 65 3633
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In Scheduled areas, 69.22%, 25.73%, 2.63% and
0..24% of the workers were engaged in agriculture,
agricultural labour, forast 1abcur, and collection of

Minor ﬁorest praduce, respectively, as thelr main

occup=tion. A negligible number of people (2.18%) were

engaged as labourers in project works like irrigation
works, road works, etc,

In Plains area, 77.44 per cent of the working
population were engaged in agriculture as their main
6ccupation, while the remaining-ﬁopulation (22.56%) was
engaged in miscellaneous occupations such as labour
works in tobacco company, mat-weaving, basket-making,
fishing, rickshaw-pulling and housshold jobs. The
tribes in plains areas were not depending upon :other

occupations such as forest labour, collection of Minﬂr

Forest produce .etce ( Table.10) :

When the incomes of all respondents from different
sources weré pﬁoled and the percentage'of income of an
everage household from each of these sources wes caleyla-
ted it was revealed that the tribels meinly depend on
agricultural sector fbr their livelihood, This analysis

was done tribe~wise. (Table., 11)
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A B H50 ot £ BP 3= 2 AN

1. .0=10 56 — 40 g — —_— - — 4 e OB S 203
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3. _m.._....wo 582 146 206 Hmm 3 s 33 — 21 63 845 337 1182
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5. 41-50 195 78 56 61 - ~—= 5 == 74 53 262 192 454
6. 51-60 g4 & 8O 12 32 2t - 2 - 2 o5 101 107 208
7. 6170 28 i 3 5 —— - —_ e s 1 31 13 44
g. 71 and above 15 s at ~— — e s e i 16 e 6
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Among the plains tribes, (Region V) Sugali tribe
is mainly dependent upon agriculture. Eventhough
Sugalis were originally cattle~breeders, there is now
occupatiomal mobility among them. They have taken
up settled cultivation as thelr main occupation. For
an average Sugali sample household, 50,03 per cent
of the income was from settled cultivation and about
29.24 per cent from agricultural labour. Thus, a

total of 79.27'per cent of their income was derived

from the agricultural sector. No other occupation was

found as fetching to them as these two occupations
because only a few of them were engaged in road works,
household works etc. The Sugalis of plains areas
were benefited by the land assignment scheme and they
began deriving income from thd r own lands and also

through agricultural labour.

For Yerukula and Yanadi tribes, only 33.99
per cent and 38.58 per cent of the housechold income,
respectively, was from agriculture. But agricultural
labour, other miscellaneous occupations etc. have
contributed sufficiently to their househcld income,
It was cobserved thet some of the Yerukulas were engaged
as workers in the Tobacco Companies specially in
Guntur district. Among Yanadis, a considerable number

of them were depending on mat-weaving, fishing ardg hunting .
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Some of them were working as Rickshaw-pullers and
firewood cutters.,

The Gonds of Adil~bad District (Region.III) were
mainly settled cultivators and as such 73.10 per cent

of their household income was derived from agricultures

The next important occupation wa% agricultural 1labour
[ ]

which contributed 20.33 Per cent/the income of an

average Gond household, A negligible bercentage of

their income was from forest labour, collection of
minor forest produce, ete.

The Kolams who are living amidst Gondg also
have 73.14 per cent of their ineome fronp agriculture.

An average Kolam household derives ag much as 92,83
per cent of its income frop agricultural Sector.
But the Pradhans, who are the traditions] bards to
Raj Gords, mainly depend on agricultural labour and

other occupations ag most -of thenm were landless.

Only
44,

64 per cent of theip income was from agriculture

while the remaining ymg through agricultural labour

and miscellaneous’oecupations which are neither

dependable nop rewarding,

The Chenchyg (Region IV) are mo more food-

gatherers though they Pursue still occupations such

88 collection of minor forest produce and hunting,
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The survey revealed that only 30.09 per cent of the
income of an average Chenchu household was from agricul-
ture. Agricultural labour (16.72 per cent),forest
labour (12.78 per cent), collection of Minor Forest
produce (25.82 per cenf and miscellaneous occupations
(12.62 per cent) play a vital role in the econcmy of

the Chenchus as revealed from thelr contribution to

the income of an average Chenchu household. Among
Chenchus of Amarabad Plateau, there was a large-scale
shift in their occupation from settled eultivation

to forest labour. The main reason was that the
food-ggthering Chenchus could not withstand the stresses
and strains that occur during the cumbersome settled
cultivatlon and so they leased out their lands. Some
others lost their lands due to indebtedness and consedu-
ent alienation and they have opted for the forest labour
beceuse of rcady income from it, however small i1t may

be, in the form of daily wages.

The occupations of Koyas and Konda Reddis
differ significantly though both of them live in the
same area (Region II). While Koyas were mainly settled
cultivetors, Konda Reddis weTe both settled amd shifting

eultivetors. For Konda Reddis forest labour was the

main occupation and they also pursue their traditional

sccupation i.e., shifting cultivation,
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42.98 per cent of the income of an averég
Xoya household was from agriculture and almost an
s
sdual percentage of their income (43.53 per cent) We

from agricultural labour. About 31.84 per cent of
the household income of Konda Reddi was from forest

labour which wes the single largest source of income

e
for them. Collection and sale of minor forest produc

like Ippa (Basia latifolia) contributed to the extent

of 10.36 per cent of their household income.,

The mein occupations of tribes living in

Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam areas (Region I) vary

significantly, The Eagathas of Visakhapatnam live

on settled cultivation as 65.61 per cent of their

otal incom ¢ was from agricultural labour,

Valuikis are mainly cultivators=

4
Si-ld.;_u u.._.- L..JLL_.l.

but they

" traditional occupation viz., trading,

during lean Seasons.

Kemmaras arpe also mainly agriculturists who

sometimes attend to their traditionmal calling,

blacksmithy,

For Porja snd Manne Dora, the income ig

largely from agriculture and agricultural labour.
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The tribes like Konda Dora, Mukha Dora,
Kotia-Bentho-oriya and Gadaba pursued occupations such
as agricultural 1abour, forest labour and collection
and sale of minoT forest producé while they had meagre

jncome from agricultures.

The two tribes, namely, Savara and Jatapu,
inhabiting the tribal areas of Srikakulam,(Region.I)
were also covered in this study. Savaras are meinly
shifting cultivators and their villages are situated
on the hill tops ©OT in thick jungles. Contrary to this,
Jatapus inhabit the f1at lands of the Agency area and
most of them are settled cultivators. The analysis
of the sour ces of income oOf the reSpondents belonging
to these two tribes shows that 34,04 per cent of the

income of an ayerage Jatapu household was from

ggriculture and 28.68 per cent from.agricultural labour s

Jatapus also nave sizeable income (12.83 per cent) from

1abour in construction works. Mlmost an equal percen-

tage of their income was from miscellaneous occupations.

In the case of Savaras, the main sources of income

were ggricultural 1abour and collection and sale of

minor forest produce as 43.85 per cent and 19.06 per

cent of thelr household income were from these occupaw

tions, respectively. Some of the Jatapus, who 1live
s situated at road side, were engaged

mostly ijn village
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in construction works as daily wage labourers. Savaras

did not have such opportunity as their villages are

located far away from such centres.

The important subsidiary occupations of the
fribels were agricultural labour, collection of MinoT
Forest Produce, Forest labour, Fishing and Hunting.

The percentage of tribals depending on agriculture

labour constituted 63.27 per cent. The percentage Of
) Minor For
tribals engaged_ln collection of/_eiE_Prgggc§7.86 per

Whereas the percentage of tribals engaged 1in
Forest labour was 11.62 only.

cent.

2.38 per cent of the
population have taken to fishing ang hunting as

subsidiary cccupatiocns.
in other occupations constitute 4.87 per cent,

These
subsidiary occupatlons are mostly seasonal and depend

unon the vagaries of Nature,

The analysis shows that the contribution of

agriculture to the income of the households of the

tribes varies from tribe to tribe ang only a few of

them depend on cultivation while others subsist on
agriculturel labour, forest labour ang collection and
sale of Minor Forest Produce,

The number of persons engaged
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' CHAPTER -11I

JAGNITUDE OF INDEETEDNESS

In the esrlier chapter date were presented

to show that the tpibal economy in Andhra pradesh

centres round agriculture. The tribals largely

depend on the cultivation of andl elther ‘@8 owners

or tenantse Those who were landless woTk as

.ag$icultural labourerse. Seven months in an yeaT

were entirely spent on agricultural,Operations. Thé

pemeining five months are devoted tC subsidiary

occupations to supplement their incomes.

A1 though agriculture is the main source of

it is not giving sufficient returns to

from gtarvationi. 1t is due to the

;ivelihood,

gsave the tribals

fact that tribals have uyneconomic holdings and of :

pOOT fortilitys The tribal economy 18 characterised

by armall holdingSs vagaries of monsoon, lack of

getion facilities and primitiva methods of

Chronic poverty and destitution have

jrri
cultivation.

pecone the pattern of tripal life: Today most of

2 tribal families are leadl
h in turn, resulted in heavy

5 ng a life far below the

poverty 1ine whic

ihdebtedness among them -
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Sociological factors such as peculiar customs,
beliefs and hab@ts prevailing among the tribais are
equally responsible for their heavy indebtedness.
Unproductive expenditure on performence of social and
religious ceremonies, heavy consumption of 1liquor,
purchase of ornaments and cosmetics which has been on
the increase with their increasing contacts with the
plains people coupled with low investment on productive
setivities like agriculture resulted in the perﬁetual
indebtedness of the tribals. Further the proverbial
ignorance, truthfulness and illiteracy of the tribels

made them essy prey to the usually unscrupulous money=
jenders. Ihe impact of all these factors was the
heavy drain on the vitality of the tribals and their

economye

EVTENT OF DEBT:

out of 1,196 households surveyed in both the
scheduled and the plains areas, 7;g?§;debted accounting
for 62.62 percent of the total households surveyed. _
i Exteht (oErdebt i TSIRE AR R ARE 180 1805 4aa( 42549, 675
in scheduled 2read and Bs. 2,40,180/~ in plains area).
The percentage of indebted households to the total
pumber of surveyed nouseholds in scheduled area (806)

a8 61,42, Ihe mumber of indebted households in

plains area were 054 constituting 65.12% to the total
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number'of surveyed households in plains arez (3g0).
The Bverage Geht oris tribalibonsenoilie s el L on
'It was more in plainé aress (f.945.59) when coﬁpared
to scheduled areas (504.39). From the foregoing
anelysis, it is evidént that more number of tribal
households are indebted in plaing area when compared

to scheduled area.

The extent of indebtedness varies from region

t0 region, depending upon factors such as availability

of credit, creditworthiness etc. Table 12 gives the

number of households and the extent of indebtedness

in the five regions.

Savara
Out of 370/households surveyed -..:~e- 261

households were .indebted constituting 70.54 per cent.

TABLE,12 REGIONWISE NUMBER OF INDEBTED HOUSEHOLDS
AND AMOUNT BORROWED.

Sie e N6, of No. of Amount Average
No. N surveyed indebted  Borrowed debts.
households households Rs. Rs.
1 2 3 4 5 6
1.8rikskulan,
Visakhapatnam 370 261 (70.54) 1,46,126 559 .86
(Savara region)
2.Koy2 Region :
(Godavari region) 264 128 (48.48) 66,210 817.27
3.Gond Region 156 95 (60.90) 34,089 358,83
4. Chenchu Region 16 11 (68.75) 3,250 295,45
5. Yerukula, fanadi
and Sugali reglons 390 254 (65.12) 2,40,180 945,50
(Plain area)
Total 1196 749 (62.62) 4,89,855 654,01
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The number of indebted households among the Chenchus
was 11 out of 16.hotseholds surveyed accounting for
68.75 percent. Out of 390 households surveyed among
.the Yerukula, Yanadi and Sug~lis in the plains areas
054 were indebted constituting €5.12 per cent. Ninety
five out of 156 Gond houschold were indebted accounting
for 60,90 percent. Among the Koya households 482,485
were indebted. Thus, the maximum number of indebted
nouseholds were among the Savaras followed by Chenchus,
Verukula, Yanedi,Sugalis and Gonds while the lowest was

found among the Koyes.

The total debt of 261 indebted households
in Srikekulam - Visekhapatnam region was k. 1,46,126/-,
the e2verage being . 599.86. 128 households in Koya
region (Godaveri belt) have borrowed . 66,2107/- and
the average debt, accounts for E. 517.27. The totel
debt incurred by 95 households in Gond area was %.34,089/-
and the aversge being B, 358.83. The average debt of
11 indebted households in Chenchu area was Is. 295,45,
The total 2mount borrowed by 254 households in Yerukela,
Tenadi and Sugali belt is &. 2,40,180/~ and the average
debt per household accounts to fs. 945.59.

From the foregoing analysis, it is evident
thet indebtedness was high among Yerukala, Yenadi and
Sugalis (region V) followed by Savaras (Srikelkyulam -

Visakheoetnam region), Koyas, Gondas, nd Chenchus.

A
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1t covld be observed thst hesvy indebtedness
w2s found among yerukula., Yenadis, Sugalis (Plains
area) when compared with those tribes living in the
scheduled areas. The causes as ascertained during
the survey were that due to the incressed contacts
with the neighbouring non-tribels. The simplicity
thet cheracterises the 1ife of the tribes in the

scheduled sreas was found missing among those living

-in the plains areas. The tribals living in the

-plains area are used to spending more on cosmotics
and other modern amenities when compared with fhe
%ribals livi ng in the Scheduled Areas. The pleins
fribes also got into the habit of observing the
Hindu festivels besides their traditional festivals,
resulting in heavy unproductive expenditure.

The d$t%§igégbted households among éifferent

in respect v :
tribes was turther anslysed/their borrowing capacity

and to examine credit worthiness. The highest percentage

of borrowing was found in Bagatha tribe (88.00) and

the lowest in Hill Reddy tribe (28.12).

hkmong plain tribes Sugali tribe topped the

1ist (87.50%) (Table. 13)
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ANDHRA PRADESH.

gYTENT OF DZBT AMONG TEE MAJOR TRIBES O+

No. of No.of “Amount Average
House indebt-
gi: Tribe holds 5 e Borrowed ngt.
surveyed holds. 20
s B4 (3) (a) (5) (6)
1. Yenadi 186 101 52,725-00  522.00
Y (54.33)
2. Sugali 1,13,560-00 1,474-80
(a0 S :
3. Yerukuls 116 76 73,895-00  972-30
b (65.51)
4. Chenchu 11 3,250-00 295-45
p (68.75) 3
5. Koya 110 62,30 s
Sk ) ) ,300-00  566-36
6. Fill Reddi 18 3.910-0 oo
35 i Gas) ,910-00 217-2
7. Gon 82 20 = =
« folZ2m 1 0 b
itend = s 4090-00 181.66
AT an
. 2 % _
10. pavars 46 4.700 - i
' on 76 (?1.87) 9 0 OO 102 17
L 63 11,560-00 183-49
Gadaba 20 (289
L RS (5085 1,480-00  148-00
13. londa Dhora 783 » 48) 15,635,00 408 .72
1.53 : s
. Kammara
e 2 (36 32) 2,660-00 332-50
. Bhagatha 0 g o)
e i ; 44 99,345,00 2,257-84
AR (88,00) )
16. Valmiki 20
(5.0 ~ ©1335-00  372-64
17. Manne Dora 10 ! : st
u 3400~ 233 -64
18, Mukha Dora 10 (60,0%) 7
( 51,00 3.87
e i \80.03) 1,100.00 4
9 L] 15701
0. Kotia Denth- (70.00)
oria. 10
4
(40.00) 1,160,00 290,00
TG L il G 2 s A —
(62.62) 4989,855-00  654-01
(PIGTRES IN BRACKETS

TIDICATE PERCENTAGES )

/
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The highest average debt (8&.2257.84) wss recorded in
the Bhagata tribe and the lowest (£5,93.87) was found
in Mukhadora tribe. Among the plains tribes, the
highest aversge indebtendness {(%.1474.80) was found
in the Sugali households. It was also noticed that
Bagata tribe topped the list in the extent of debt
as well as in the percentage‘of indebted households.,
Most of the Bhageta householﬁs wefe creditwrothy,

and they had incurred huge smounts of debt.

The reason for the highest incidence of
indebtedness among Bhagatas was attributed to the
highest position they occupy in the social, sconcmic
#nd political hierarchy of the tribes of the region.
They evail of the credit facilities extended by the
institutione]l agencies ard the private sources in
r better way than the other tribes. A major portion
of the cultivéble land in Savara region was found
concentrated in the hands of Bhagata Muttadars who
once served the Golkonda Kings as soldiers and who
enjoved rent~free land for thelr services. The
highest incidence of debt was also to some extent, due

to the non-payment or loan taken for land development

from banks, block offlces; ete.
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PURPOSE 0F BEBT

The tribals meet their basic needs by selling
their meagre agriculturesl produce 2nd minor forest
produce. Bven 2 slight deviation from their normal
cconomic ectivities due to matural clamities ubnsets
the budget of the tribal families necessitating their
having to borrow either for their mainterence or for

undertaking agricultural operations.

Out of 749 indebted households, 348 (46.46%)
have borrowed money for agricultural purposes which
included purchase of agricultural implements, labour
cherges, purchase 2nd maintenance of livestock,etc.
366 households (48.86%) have borrowed loans for

family maintenance such as food, clothing, health

and education. The housecholdg which borrowed money

for en~i=2 =nd relizious purposes were 170 (22,6%)

The households which btorrowed money for purposes such

as purchase of oll-engines, Tepeyment of olg debts

and other miscellaneous purposes were 71 (9.47%)

Out of the 749 indebted hquseholds, 206 (27.53%)

contacted losns for more tiesn one purpose,

The mein

purpose for which the tribels inéurred debtg

rem”ined to be the femily meintenance, This yasg
(=]

attributed meinly to the drought conditions Prevailing

for the last three yeers in the tribal aress
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Though 46.46% of households have borrowed for agricultural
purposes, it is very difficult to assess the extent

of their productive expenditure. It was observed that
some of them were utilising the loans unproductive
purposés. The percentage of tribals who utilised
the.produCtiOD loans for consuﬁptioﬁ purpose counld

not be assessed correctly &s they did not like to

reveal it. The next important item for which they
borrowed was for performance of socizl and religious
ceremonies (22.69%) which are deeply ingrained in the
éifg;é%yle and culture of the tribals. Very few tribals
/héieﬁtaken loans for purposes such as repayment of

0ld debt, ete, 1t wes found that Koya snd bBhagata

households had utilised the loansg for the purposes

for which they were taken.

The extent of debt borrowed for each purpose
may ndW be examined. Qut of the total debt of
&, 4,89,855 an amount of K. 1,72,610 (35.24%) was
incurred for family meintenance. An amount of
Bs. 1,30,725 (26.68%) was taken for agricultural
purposes. A considerable amount of loan k. 1,15,660
(23.61%) wes borrowed for social and religious ceremonies
while the balance of B. 70,860 (14.47%} wes borrowed
for other purposes. From this it could be deduced that
more than one-third of the total amount borrowed wes

meant for family waintenance,
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In the scheduled areas, out of 495 indebted

nouseholds, 292 (58.98%) have borrowed losns for

i cultural purposes followed by 212 (42.82%) households
agri 2

for fa

pily meintenance, 112 (22.62%) households for

in1 and religious cremonies and 22 (4.44%) households
social

for other purposesSe.

TRBLE.1% N PLAINS AD SCHEDULED ARED.

L g

pPUXPOSE WISE DISTRIEUTION OF INDEBTED HOUSEHOLDS

2,8cheduled 495

Lroo.

292 97,260 212

82510 112 42275 22

Le]l.0pera Femily Social Others
No.of gtioﬁ, meinte- Religi- (Purgnase %
indeb- 'E"'E‘fgégg‘ _nance___ ous of o0il 7
5le pres ted ¥Ore 0 i Cereme~  engined h
i RS X se- unt. No. Amou- ~~; AN ),
T I RN G Al e
g LN e L e s
: ount thzl -
uHS ng"
unt Rs.
& e 4 2 G NN e I T e LT
1.Plains 254 56 33,465 154 90100 58 73385 49

43230 240180
27630 249675

74 348 1,30,725 366 172610 170 115660 71

70860 489855

The percentage of households which incurred debts
plains aress for agriculture, family mairtenance,
and religious ceremonies, a2md otk
60.62, 22.83, and 19,29 Tespectively,
that in the:scheduled area
households was borrowing loans

while in the plains areas it was fop

in

social

€r purpose was 22,04,

This indicates

s the highest percentage of
for agricultural purposes

family maintenance,
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| The pcrcentage of Fouseholds whlch borrowed

“and the extent of dobt faken for famlly malntenaﬂce were

the hi- ghest in the plaing area. The percentqge

of househeids Whlch ﬁorrong forﬂsocial anﬁ religiovs

ceremonies Was almost the same both 1n.the scheduled

:E and the plalns -areas though the expendixurg thereunder

Twas almost ﬁouble 1nrthe plalns areas; Nearly 2/3rds

‘of the amount borrOWQd dn Dlnlns areas was ‘meant for
family ma;nﬁenﬁnce and goolal and rellgiou; nurposes
“whérﬁng it was.numbef of hoﬁsehoids which ﬁorrowed

-fg:hpther purposes was the highest in the plains when

conipared with the scheduled areas.

Region-wise and purpose-wise distribution
of the households indicated that 67.04% in Savara region,
32.94%

Yenadi and

57.81% in Kove region, 54.547 in Chenchu region,
in Gond region, and only 22.04% in Yerukale,
Sugeli region, have borrowed for agricultural purposes.

(Table.15)
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m TABLE.15 PURPOSE-WISE AND REGION-WISE DISTRIBUTION OV HOUSEHOLDS
: _ b ol
# Agl.Operation Family maintenance Socisl Regigicus Cthers N
S1. Region - . 2 + Cercmonies (purche se iz
: No. = H.Hs Amount H.Hs. Lmoun 0. Amount of oil tig
i Rs. Rse Rse engines,
i re-payment
01d debt ete)
2 SR A 3 ¢ ..:‘.,q.w.mliiw.mww'mﬁi
1 2 3 e 5 6 7 8 9 10
1.Srikekulam , Visakha- ¥oas
", patnam (Savara 3elt) 175 56,720 106 52,371 50 22,105 11 14,930
” 2.Koya Region
: 1 (Godevari Beli) 74 27,400 63 18,210 o5 7,900 11 12,700
__ ® 3. Gond fegion a7 11,690 36 10,329 36 12,070  -- o
b I :
_ 4, Chenchu Region 6 1,450 74 1,600 1 20C = =y
_ﬁ._ Se M.%.m Region
: Yerukule ,Yeradi 56 33,465 154 20,100 58 X 1
Sugeli Belt) ’ 9 9 73,385 49 43,230
TOTLL: 348 1,30,725 366 1,72,610 170 1,15,660 71 ~20) 860
D 48
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The percentage of those which borrowed for family
maintenance Wwas 63.63 in Chenchu belt, closely followed
by Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugeli belt (60.62), Koye belt
(49.22), Savara belt (40.61) and Gdnd belt (49.22).
19.15%, 19.53%, 37.89%, 9.09% and 22.83% of households
in Savera, Koya, Gond, Chenchu, Yerukuls, Yensdi and
Sugali belts, respectively have borrowed loans for the
purpose of teking part in fairs and festivals. In
Gond =nd Chenchu regions not even a single household
has teken loan for other purposes. In plains areas,
or Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugali region, the percentage
of households which incarred debts towards other
purposes w2s 19.29 while it was %.59 in Koy2 belt and
4,21 in Savera belt. Only 2 few households took

losns for clearing the old debts.

From the foregoing aneslysis, it could be
concluded that the purposes for which loans were taken
veried from region to region depending upon its socio=~
economic conditions. It was also noticed thet the
maximum number of households in Savara and Koya
regions were borrowing for agricultursl purposes while
it was the lowest in Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugali belt.
This can be attributed to the liberal provision of
credit facilities extended by government agencies under

verious schenes for the rapid devclopment of agriculture.
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‘The tribe-wise analysis of data indicate that
92.06% of Jatepu households heve borrowed loans for
pgricultural operations. The amount borrowed for
ggricultural operations was also the highest among

Jatapus, followed by Savaras. (Table. 16.)
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Only 15.78% of the Yerukula housshclds heve
borrowed lo2ns for agricultural purposes. It ¥s due
toc the fact that their main occupation is other then
agriculture. They reley upon other activities for
livelihoo® and give little importance to agriculture.
&dbout 8° per cent of the households have boréowed
for family maintenence #nd social and religious

ceremonies. 7.89% houscholds have borroweé for other

purposes which included repayment of debt; etc. Yerukuvlas
are used to spending heavily on social and religious
ceremonies and their meagre income obliges them %o
resort to borrowing. Similar situation is also

areas
found among other tribes of the plains/viz., Yenadis
and Sug~lis. Yenedi tribe is not dependant mainly
on agriculture. ALmong Yensdi and Sugsli tribes the
percentage of households which borrowed loan for
agriculturc wes 21L.78 snd 28,57, respectively. 69 .30%
of the indebted Yenadi households have borrowed for
family meintenance while among Sugslis it was 45.45)
?.92% nhouscholds from Yensdi and 41.56% households
from Sugeli tribes have made borrowings for social
end religious ceremonies., 25.74% and 22.09% of
households ¢f Yexecl enc Sugali tribes raspectively,

have borrowed loans for other purposes. The highest

percentrge of Bhagata households (79.54%) has borrowed
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for family meintenance. The number of Bhagata Louseholds

indebted for the purnose of ezgriculture 1is 40,90% for

social and religious ceremonies 29.54% and for other
purposes it was 13.63%. The lowest percentage of
households indebted for the needs of agriculture in the
scheduled arees wrs 33.33 in Hamme Dora tribe; whereas
for family maintenance the maximum number 66.6¢) of

households have borrowed loans.

It was observed that Gond households have
given equel importance for three purposes, viz agricul
tural operations, family meintensnce and social and
religious ceremenies.  Lmong Parchans, 57.14% per cent

0 en
of the households have borrowed loans f i
Or mrgriculture
ahile 42.855 have borrowed for family meintens
: narice
Half of the indebted Kotia - Benth i
I 0 = Oriya h
A househol

holds

heve porrowed for & riculture { i
g © and the remeining 101t

have borrowed for family m2intena
cial and
religious ceremonies. Among Koya
‘ 1alf of
the households have borrowed for agpi
gricultur
other purposes ang the remrining hat
aff fOI' fami
mily
neintenance, social and religioyg
y 8.6]_.11;)
of the indebted Hill Reddi hOUSeholds e :
Crrowed loans
for socirl and religious purposes s
while th o i
e 33‘1-88:9

nouseholds borrowed for 2ericultural burpos 37 +50%
€S o D0

the Mukha Dora households ha

wEuE Of _
Ve borrowed for

-
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agriculture while 75.00 per cent of them torrowed for
family meintenance and other purposes. Among Gadaba
households 60F hsve borrowed for egriculture, 30% for
fapily merintensnce and 10% for other purposes. The
percentage of Valmiki households which borrowed loans
for agriculture was 82.35f and for family meinterance
and social and religious ceremonies, it was 52.945 and

41.17%, respectively, 1In the case of Kammars tribe,

50% of the households have borrowed debts for family
meintenance, 37.807 borrowed for sgriculture, religious

ceremonies and other purposes. Among Konda Doras

50%, 54.16% and 37.5F of the indebted households heve

taken loens for agriculture, family maintenance emd

3 - . ff
social and religious ceremonies. 57,147 of the

households in Porjs tribe have borrowed loans for-

agriculture while 42.85% have borrowed for fomily

\

SOURCAES OF BORROWING:

There are several types of private and
public agencies catering to the credit needs of the
tribels. There are (1) Landlords (2) Relatives,
(3) Moneylsnders (4) Co-operatives (including Girijan
Co-operative Corporation (&) block office (6) taluk

office and (7) banks.
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Out of 749 indebted households, 319 (42.59%)
have horrowed from moneylenders and 265 (35.38%) from
Co-operatives; of which 950 of the loans were issued

by the Girijen Co-operative Corporation.

TABLE.17 INDEZBTED HOUSENOLDS - SOURCE-WISE AND

REGION-WISE.
- No.of NO. gFlHOUSEﬁELDS BOEHOWED FROY, i
3 indebt-  Lend elati Money Coop's Blook 7
ﬁ%: Reglon .3 HHs. lords  ves lenders ofggéeig%?% Bank
ice.
> 2 z : : s L 8 9 10
1.5rikekulam 2 23 19
71 sekhape tnam e 720 154 S0t g g
(8avara belt/
2.Koya Hegion
(Godavari 128 7 19 51 68 ol s
belt)
3.Gond Region 95 aE 6 68 o5 - 5 .
4.Chenchu Fegion 11 = = 5 11 7 3 J
5,Y.¥.8 tegion 264 129 22 123 7 ) 5 b
TOTAL; 749 160 66 319 265 41 68 ¢

The percentage of households which borrowed noney

from landlords is 24.49% followed by Taluk 0ffice
9.07%, Belatives 3,817 Block Office 5.47% 2rg o 7

: % » O
that moneyl end gy
gtfands as an important source of credit fop the

from Benks. This gnalysis confirms,

trlbalsv
f s ~1100 o HE I
Limong the public egencles Girijen CO‘ODeTativE
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Corporation 1s an important source of credit for the
tribals. Govermment credit agencies are mostly intended
for pgriculturists and the loans were distributed for
the development of agriculture. Tribals prefer money-
lender rether than a Govermnment agency because money-
lender odvances loans for sny purpose whersas the
Government agencies provide credit for agriculture only.
The procedure in Governwent agencies for sanctioning
loans is lengthy and time-consuming wherees 1t is

easy in the case of moneylender. Further, the money-
lender waits for recovery of the loans from tribals as

it pleases him whereas it is not the case with the

Government agencies.

59% of the houscholds in Srikekulam and Visakh a-
petnem region heve borrowed loan from Co-operatives
(specisily Girijan Corporation), while 27.5%% of them
have borrowed from privete moneylenders; 14.17% from
Taluk Office, 8.81% from landlords, 7.66% from Panchayat
Semithi, 7.28k from relatives and 1.15% from Banks,

In Koye region, 53% of the houscholds have borrowed
money from Co-operatives, 39.84% from privete money-
lenders, 23.43% from Taluk Office, 14.%4%7 from relatives,

12.50% from Block Office, 5.46% from landlords and only

0.78% from Banks,
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A1l the indebted Chenchu househclds have borrowed
from Co-operatives. 71.57% of the households in Gongd

ares have borrowed from moneylenders/sowcars; 26.20% from

Co-opeTatives, 6.31% from relatives, 5.26% Block office

and only 1.05% each from landlords and taluk office.
In Yerukuls, Sugali region, 50.7% of the households
neve borrowed from landlordsy 48.4% from moneylenders

~nd 8.67 from Relatives. Only 2.7% of the households

have borrowed: from Co-operatives.

From thé above analysis it could be concludeg
that in Savara, Koya and Chenchu belts, Girijan Co-op-
orative Corporation is the principal credit ageney,
while in the Gond belt the moneylender is the principal
credit ageney, in the Yerukula, Yenadi and Sugali belt
+he lendlord is the most importent eredit sgency, It
is interesting to note that in Chenchu tribe not even
» single household hes borrowed loans from friepgsg
ard relatives. L. few househclds have borrowed 1Oéns
from Banks 1in Savara, Yerukula, Yenadl, Sugali apg
Koye belts. In Yerukuls, Yenadi, Sugali apng Chenchy
belts, not 7 single household has taken loan frgy the
Panchayat Samithi. The data 2re analysed 1:1*17{\;;“‘”13n

to have an idea about the sources of moneylendjp,
o e

(Table: 18)

R
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myELE,18 SOURCE OF DEBT TRIBE~ WISE.
o 4 No. of  No. of ___NO, OF HOUSEHOLDS BORROWED JROM . .
No. Iribe B.hs - w.mm & Land Rela~  Money Cooper- Block Talug Bank
surveye r.mmwo lords tives 1lemders atives office office

it 2 e oo 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 37
1. Bagatha 50 44 16 4 22 12 3 12 1
2. Konda Dora 78 48 3 9 23 9 8 6 2
3. Kammars 2 8 1 = S 2 il 1 -
4. Valmiki 20 1 - i’ 10 2 S 3 2
5. Mukhadora 10 8 1 2 - 2 1 3 e
6. Manne Dora 10 6 2 it 5 2 ~ - -
7. Gadabe 20 10 = = - 10 ~ 1 -
8. Porja 1C 7 - ~ 3 4 1 1 2
9. Kotia-Bentoriyas 10 4 = 2 - i ) = =
10.Yenadi 186 101 46 5 54 3 = ~ =z
1l.5ugalil 88 77 62 - o7 2 e 2 =
12, Yerukula 116 76 21 i 42 2 = = <
13.Chenchu Hw 11 - - 5 Al = = 5
14.Koya 20 110 5 13 46 g =20
15.Hi11 Reddi 64 18 2 6 5 Hm = 5 2
16.Gond s 130 82 1 5 56 25 5 1 -
i7.Kclans 16 3] - 9l 5 £ £, iy =
18,Prrdhan 10 i = - 7 = 2 & &
19,8~ vara 64 46 = & 2 43 = 1 [
20,Jatapu 76 63 - - 2 G 2 11 ~

TOTAL 1196 749 160 66 218 265 41 68 6

e S S
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411 the Pra dhan households were 1ncebted to

1 the *

e R A el it he nousechelds in Gadaba and

. +pibes could DOILTOW isans from Girijan Corporation.
a trdl

nig indicates thet the G.0.C. was not sctive in Gond
'IL:-‘— l - £ = G

- The parcentage o© nouseholds that borrowed irom

= - 25 a0 O
CoopeﬂftiV%S smonz Saverds and Jatﬁpds WL s FSe&r QL 46.803
respertivelye Only a few households in these two
4ribes heve taken losns from monevienders. The percen=-

tage F Kolam householls which borrowed from moneylenders

5 yhile it was 68.29 in Gond tribe. 30 ,48%

ul

wag 22
of the houscholds of the Gond tribe have teken loans
erom Cooperstives. 6.10% each of the hcuseholds have

teken lo@ns from relatives and block office re

rectively.

53
J.

55.56%, 27.78%) 33,33%, and 11.11) of the households

Eal tribe havi borrowed from “Jooperatives,

15
i
%,
=l
)

mdmevlenders Re1ﬂt1v s and lendloyds resnectively.

- hmon, Koyrs, 52720 28d 41.81% of hcussholds have
aratives and moneylenders,
respectivelys 57,075 of :he households hawe taken
Taceayi lonns from tald office. +bout 12 of the
household s horrowed frce. friends and relatives., 52,00k
36,267 and 27,27+ of th. Bhagate housc 0lds mave taken
1orn; from momeylenders, londlords ang Couperatives,
respactively. 27,275 274 6.81% have taken from teluk

offics apd nloek offics and only 2.277 ¢f

sve irdebted tO Benks. 47.91% housebnlds

Konds
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Dora tribe heve taken loans frow moneylenders, followed
by Cooperatives and friends and relatives (18.75¢ each)
Block office 16.66%, taluk office 12.50% landlords
6.257 and Banks 4.16%. 62.50% of Kammara housecholds
have borrowed losns from menevlenders and 256 from
cooperatives. Among Velmikisy 47.05% and 58.82% have
borrowed loans from Cooperatives and moneylenders,
respectively. 5.88% of the households each have taken
from landlords. Block office and taluk office. 57.14¢
and 42.867 of the Porja Households have taken loans
from Co-operatives and moneylenders respectively. No
L.8.0riya household has teken loan from moneylender.
257 of the households have teken from Cooperatives

and 50% each of the households have taken from friends
and relatives and Block office. LAmong Yenadi tribe
53,467 and 45.54% of the households have borrowed loans
frof iﬁnevlenders and lendlordss While in Sugali tribe
BE-OGﬁ-énﬁ 80.51% of the houscholds have taken loans
moneylenders and landlords respectively 55.26%

fron !
27,63 and 22.36% of the houscholds in Yerukula tribe
heve horroweﬂ loans from mcneylenders, landlords and

relatives, respectively.,

Trom the above anelysis it could be concluded
that moneylenders 2nd Cooperatives are the principal

nrivate end public credit agencies. The influence
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of Cooperatives specially Girijan Cooperative Corporation
js more among the Scheduled Tribes living in the Scheduled
‘ apeas rether than the Scheduled Tribes living in plains
areas. The role of moneylender is still predominant
among the tribes of Adilabad, Visakhapatnam and plains
areas. The tribes living in Srikakulam and Khammam
have been utilising the Corporation for meeting the
credit needs. The important sources of credit in
plains areas is the 1l2ndlord. Only a few households
are toking loans from banks, blocj office and talux

office. The modus operandi of these major credit

agenciss is discussed in chapter V.,

The opinion of ﬁhe tribals towards the credit
ogencies revealed that 907 of the households have
preferred Girijen Corporation and professions]
moneylender 72s the principal credit agencies, Only
about 5% and 37 of the households have given Preference
to Block 0ffice and Taluk Office reSpectiv31y as
oredit agencies and about 2% have opted friends apg

relatives as a source of borrowing,

RATE 0 INTEREST:

A oft a2 im o it ’ 5
One of the important factors of tradltlonal

4

4 S
the tribel will neveér be able to Pree himselb
- HE

moneylanﬁing ig the exhortitant rate of interest

suchy

iy 2 sy Af A .
from the viclous cirele of debt. He continyeg )
pay



the heavy interest but never cle2r off the principal,
Once the tribal falls in the clutches of the moneylender,

he has to pay compound interest at exhorbitant rates.

The retes of interest are higher for kind loans
than for cash loans. The rate of interest for food-
groins toaken as loan is 1507 while for saed it is 250%.
If 2 tribal fails to repay within the stipulated period,
the interest will be added to the principak amount
and the total amount forms principal for the next
year., It is noticed in the survey that in the case
of kind loan, though a person borrows in the month of
September or October, he has to repay in the month of
January together with the interest which varies
from180 to 250% de%ffging on the purpose and the
period of the loan./s The rate of interest varies
from debtor to debtor depending on the familiarity

of the tribal debtor with moneylender.

The moneylender/sowecar, who is well aware
with the repeying cepacity, honesty and sincerity of
the tribal provides loan to him on personal security
as the land is not transferable. In the sabsence of
security, the rate of interest is bound to be high.
The credit facilities of the tribsls are limited to

the value of standing crops, their eattle, their
(¥*) The rate of interest »>f cash loans vary from
5005 to 2006 deperding upon the type of losns
time factor and sec:rety. 4
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svynements and their personal honesty. Thus the credit-
worthniess of the cultivator depends on the ownership

of assets and the current levels of income (CHOpS ete) .
Fﬁrther, the credit-worthiness of the cultivator declines

with the reduction in the size of the landholding.

i
L



‘CBAPTER IV.

CAUSES OF INDEBTEDNESS

Vagaries of mature, small landholding$, bigger
families, low returns from their occupations, compara- -
tively high family expenditure, unproductive borrowing
and, above all, their economic exploitation by non-
tribal moneylenders and sowcars are the major causes
for the indebtedness of tribal families. These causes
are not mutually exclusive but &re complementary.
Untimely rains, soil erosion during heavy rainsy floods
in some villages situated on the river banks, frequent
droughts have alsc resulted in the poor returns from
agriculture, which as observed in the esrlier chapter,
is the most importent source of livelihcod for the
tribals

In this chapter, these causes for .the degrading:

poverty of the tribals are analysed with reference to

thei’r impa cte

SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLD:

The average size of the tribsl household in

the scheduled aress was 4.93 and ‘in the plains areas

4.94,
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TABLE: 20. SIZE OF INDEBTED AND NON-INDEBTED HOUSEHOLDS

S1.No. Size of the Indebted  Non-Indeb-

Total
Household ted.

\ 1 . 0-2 69 81 150

- 95 377 239 . 616

. Gecm e o 111 360

4. 9-11 45 15 a0

5, 12 and above 44 9 1 10

______.-"‘-——-.-_.____
TOTAL: 749 447 1196
S

But the average size of the indebted tribay househo1g
wes 5,18 2nd non-indebted householgd 4,49 ShOwing that

the indebted households are larger ip size, Correlation

between the size of the household ang indebtedneg g shows

that there is a positive relationship. Largep the size

of the household, higher was the Magnitude of indept
The same 1s true both for scheduleq and bPlaing areag

es is evident from the fact that tpe average Size of the

indebted household in the'scheduled areag was 5,013
Sy

while that of the non-indebted houS@hOld‘iﬁ"thé b
eves wais omly 4rB4a NIt SweragelSioxi N, ind ey oq
household in pleins area is 5.09 ywhije 1t wag 4.3?

elness,

<
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in the case of non-indebted households. The households
of larger size mostly consist of children in the age
group of 0—103 who do.not contribute anything to the
income of the household. Their proportion in the

total population of the indebted households was also
very high. The head of the larger sized household
with high proportion of non-earners in his household
and limited resources at his disposal, is forced to

borrow.

LAND AND LANDLESS HOUSEHOLD:

Land is both spiritusl ~nd material heritage
of the tribals. - This variable was studied with
reference to the indebtedness in order to see how far
the varying sizes of landholdings were responsible for
the indebtedness of the tribal households. Of the
surveyed households, 73.58% were possessing lands and
the rempining (26.42%) were landless. It is interesting
to note that 70.68% of the land-owing households and
éo.laﬁ of the landless households were indebted to one
source of the other. (Table. 21)
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TABLE .21 LAND :jﬂﬂﬂ;jﬁﬁIICDLKBS

-;;ﬁss TRDZETED NON-INDEBTED
IV HOUSEHOLDS HOUSEHOLDS TOTAL
1 2 3
4
Landed 622 558 :
80
Landless 127 189
316
TOTALj 749 447
1196

In order to examine the neture of relati
lonship

petween lendholding and magnitude of indebtedn
- ' ess, the
X° test was applied. The chi-squere calculated
1 Te
was greater then the table value of 3.84 at 5% (92.48)
) 7 level of

gignificance. Therefore, it 1
s concluded tha
t langd

hes close reletionship with indebtedness. Th ;
L] e C =
tors have to porrow loans at one time or th ultiva-
e other ¢
or

agricultural operations and as they poss
ess immovah
2ble

property (L€« ]and), they are taken for
granted s
as

crecit-worthy py both privete and public
moneylend i
ing

institutions.

The land-debt relation was analy
sed in 1o
th

the geheduled and the non-scheduled area
8 to ags
ess the

gifference, if any. Out of 806 householq
S surve
yed in

the scheduled 3T€8S 80,02% possessed land
the

remaining were landlesse.



TABLE.22 L4ND ~DEBT -SCHEDULED AREA

CIASS TNDEBTED NON-INDEBTED TOTAL
1 2 3 4
_,,___________.____,.,,,_.,.____,_p,ﬂ..__.______‘,_,
Landed 443 202 645
Landless 52 109 161
___.__,________,___,,,_,*ﬂ,,_,#___ﬂ_______“___.
TOTAL 495 311 806
o bl : Al e i

In the land owning class 68.68% of the households were
indebted, whereas only 39.29% of the landless were in
debt. Here also, 1t was found from the chi-square
test that possession of land and debt were mutually

dependant .
In plains ared, out of 390 households surveyed
60,25 were having lands, while the remaining were

1andlessSe
T4LBLE. 23 L&ND—DEBT PLAINS AREA «

e ___-.._—-___......_-—-—--'-.-

CLASS INDEETED " {ON-INDEBTED mOTAL
1 2 3 4

Landed 179 56 235

Landless 75 80 155

Totals 254 136 300

= ______..——-——“'__._-——-—._--—---—-——— - —

. ,_._._-—._.-,._...-—-_.._.—— -



6L

Among the land.owning households, 76.17% were in debt
as against 48.3%% of the landless households. The

ohi-square test further revealed» that the land

ownership and indebtedness were significantly.associated.

EXTENT OF DEBT AMONG LANDED AND LANDLESS HOUSEHO.DS:

The total amount of debt incurred by the
1éndowning class of both areas in 830 households
surveyed was estimated at Rs. 4451,401.00 enﬁ tﬁé
avérage indebtedness per.househﬁld works out to
Rse 725.72. The total amount borfowed by landless
nouseholds was fs. 38,454/~ and the_avefége indebtedness
of the tribal household in the landless class yag e

(15,202.78) when compared with the landowning tripay

familiese

The average indebtedness of the landoyni
ng
tribal household in the plains area WBS'%a‘l 183,60
1103400,

indebtedness of the landless of-the landless trital
nousehold in plains area 1s s, 377.40 ag againgt

fse 195.07 in the scheduled area. The. amoynt of

sndebtedness among the landless in the scheduleq

area was less than the average indebtednggg of th
e

tribal household in the pl2ins aress, thoygy 4p
e

proportion of indebted households among Tandd
: : +0less yag

i,
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more in the scheduled area than in the plains area.

This indicates that the landless in the plains were
trested 2s more credit-worthy by the moneylenders than
those in the scheduled area. Thus, it is evident that
in the plains, the average indebtedness per household

is higher in both landowning and landless classes than
their counter-parts in the scheduled areas as the amount
of indebtedness is roughly 3 times higher in the plains
area when compared with the scheduled area in both the

classes,

SIZE OF HOLDINGS

The important mspect of landholding is its
size and it is the mucleus of agricultural production.
When the farm is too small, the cultivator is at loss
as the relative cost of inputs will be high, improvements
become beyoné his reach and he will not get full returns
for the labour put in by his family and cattle. The
size of the tribal landholding has been gradually
decreasing from generation to gencration. The reasons
for smell holdings among the tribals are fragmentatian,

sub-division, and alienation to non-tribal moneylenders,

landlords, etc.

The average size of the holding of the ssuple
households is found to be 6.25 acres. However, the

size of the landholding in the scheduled area was 7.71



acres as against 2,23 acres in the plains aree,

LiBLE.24 SIZE OF HOLDING LMONG INDEBTED AND

ON- INDEBTED HOUSEHOLDS.

R Wet Dr Podu Average size of
(1) (2) (3) (4 (8) the holding. (6)
plains and Indebted 1,10 5.37 0.08 6.564
Scheduled
ehed o - iniebtad . 110+83 RS S0 RREES 5.49
1.02  5.06 0.16 6.950
Scheduled Indebted s 687 L 011 8,97
Area. ;
1.32"1 1637 1805 2] 7.71
plains Ind ebted 0,660 T I Eo B
a. : g
PEE Nop-Indebted 0.83  1.a1 -
. e 1.94
oo el T R s e —
2.238

Tpnis shows that the tribals in the scheduieq
ed ares

pOSSESS more 1land on an average than th ;
e tribals of

pleins areas who form a minority amo
ped

non-tribals, without any security,

The size of the

operational holding of indebted tripay
householqd 1
: in

general was 6.564, while 1t was 5.49 1y,
of

non-indebted tribal households,

The size of the

nolding of the indebted household in
: the seheg
Uled

ares was 8.27, while it wes 2.32 ip
De plaj
-1ns area,

&
-
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The landholding size of the non-indebted household in
the scheduled area wes 6.47, while it was 1.95 in the
plains area. It follows from the above discussion, that
the size of the operatiomal holding in the plains area
was congiderably small when compared with the scheduled
area. The landholding size of the indebted household
was larger than that of the non-indebted household both
in the plains and the scheduled areas. Most of the
tribals with larger landholdings were offered loan

by different agencies - public and private - without

hesitation.

The average size of the wet an? dry lends
possessed by the sample tribal households was 1.02
acresg and 5,06 acres, respectively., Podu -lands. were
possessed by fribes like Savara and Konda Reddi. The
wet and dry 1landholding size of the indebted and non-
indebted families in the scheduled area and in the
plains area differ. The average size of wet land
possessed by indebted tribasl household in the scheduled
area was 1.29 whereas it was 0,66 in the plains area,
The sige of the dry land of indebted household in the
scheduled area was 6.87 whereas it wes 1.66 in the plains

area, Among the non-indebted households, the averege
size of the dry land possessed by the tribals living
in the scheduled area was 5.26 as against 1il1 acress

plains
in the/area. The average size of the wet land possessed



(15)

.by non—indebted-families in the scheduled area is
0.76 whereas it was 1.1l acres in the plains area.
Though the average 1apd holding size in tribal areas
was more than the average holding in the plains areas,

the landholding size in general is uneconomic.

There is also a direct relationship between
the amount borrowed_and size of landholding. The amount
sorrowed by the tribals with small holdings was relatively
low. The average amount borrowed by & tribal farmer
owning less than one acre is roughly 1/8th of what g

cultivator owning moTe then 10 acres borrowed,

; 5 IAND DISTRIBUTION INDEBTED AND NoN-
TABLE 25 T FRTED HOUSEHOLDS. oy

e s e
e i —T

No.of HHs No.of H.Hs R e
Land Size imebted. NOn-Indeb- ’ Debt. Of -&Eerage
t ed 0 Rs . E;b't .
i 2 3 : S
Sepacels S P SERT
2.00~4499 243 99 147565 a
5,00-9+99 141 oe 106983 3
10,00 & above 138 47 157708 a
____F______,_,,_______,____...-—n---_____,_ ——
622 268 e
S




Further, 55% of the indebted households were owning land
less than five acres and have borrowed 41% of the total
amount. Nearly 23% of the households having operational
holdings of 10 acres and above account for 35% of the
total amount borrowed. The maximum proportion of
indeﬁted households lies in the holding size of two to
five acreé. Though most of thé households in the
tribsl arees having less than five acres were indebted,
which could be partly due to their uneconomic holding.
The average amount of debt borrowed by these households
was relatively low when compered with those with larger
holdings. Tribals with small holdings were not treated
as credit-worthy when the loans are rendered by public
and private agencies. Their credit~worthiness was

assessed on the besis of the extent of land owned.

The sverage annual income of the tribal
household was estimated at fs. 1,085, The per capita
income of the tribal household works out to K. 219.63
which was considerably below the per capita income
estimeted for the state. The average income of the

indebted tribal household was B, 1,184/- whereas it

a3

was b, 967/~ for the non-indebted household. (Thle 28)



o

i

e — — M ——
G80T £80463T ze6ev T T$GL LBS9S 0ST9 ¥eL16 8339 $/,.806¢€ .Bm@umm 96TT $THI0L ANTHED
gg80T TLTISL8 i 5715577 197G 44E6T 0ST9 80ees mwmmm 28893 81866¢€ 208 TYLOL m
PR : e X m
926 780682 OSTPT GGT8 G96% Ggld eTele 086T1¢E TES80T GGGL6 2le -— P93Q°puI-~uoN §
: i
98TT 480985 TeL0E goee STIvPL GTvE 9665V 83930¢€ 9%esST £96a80¢z = 767 peiqepuar w
| BOIy POTAPOURS IT 4
- . 3
2801 &T16Tav 16686 0803 0134 e G278l 067 266921 6TLLIOT Q6e STYLIOL
€90T 698%%L ot86¢ 00€T. 0S6L it ST1ga Q6% L4567 00T6% oel - ﬁmpﬂuﬁﬂﬂlﬁwz
260T €vessd T9Tes 084 0935 - OTTOT -- EBVLL 6TO8TT -- 1393 peRqe U T
BoIy SUTETd* T
o |. - L e e - B
At el ol Tt oL 6 8 4 9 g 7% e 3 T
SOTITA ! SH'E
*SH*'H =F3o® Doq ‘U*H
*H'H UoTR08 Ino ~06 JU Do
deg woLy SIom  *SuT  ~TT00 dnoqel  =qeT oy T°Z08 —aspur Wiy Lo\
owoouT _._‘H.wﬂoa sIoy}Q owodul peoy —4Lad mﬁ? ,m ._m.z .._.u..mmao,m _ *ney ~TMOTI3Y JU°ON I0* ON 18

L9

VAOY ONIvId ANy QEINQEEDS NI HWOONT HSTM-EDHN0S 98 ° H1EVL

—



68

The average income of the tribal household in
the Scheduled Ares was Bs. 1,085 as against &. 1,082 in
the plains area. The average income of the indebted
household in the scheduled area was R 1,186 as against
R« 1,092 in the plains area. Whereas the average
income of the non-indebted tribal household in the
scheduled area was B, 926/- it was &. 1,063 in the
plains area. But' the average income of the indebted
tribal household was higher than that of non-indebted
household. It was for this reason that most of the
indebted households are possessing lands whereas the
non~indebted households mostly depend upon labour.

The average income of the indebted household in the
scheduled area @as comparatively higher than that of
plains area while the reverse was the case with the
non-indebted households. This can be attributed %o
the foct that the mejor share of the income of tribels

in the scheduled area is from agriculture.

The average income of a tribal household

varies from region to region. (Table. 27 )



/I

69

2 S I e e T e e S S |||t.l....ll.llir!l|_.l.-—+|lll.lr:| v e — ..
SBUT £80L68T  2eeevl  T¥SL 18598 0919 SeiT6  88L89  DLBOBE  LESL9S o6Tl W0l ahiD
' Teel_osvssh _8LLve T3 L8TLT 0809 63829 V60V BElegalliy SmsPEL . WOLE TILOL
ki - - = |H ———
(oTT 269.8T o06v8  S3TIT oTTo  Sele SosAT  GeIsT  S603% 68LE€ 0 IR g
w921 PeLLze  8389T  9T8T 2,0eT STEE TBoge 80898 94808 BY0TST - 098 i
g6l 0898T  009T -~ 0ST 00T Tl AL e U R S g o TVIOL __
REbL TR 2 e i 5 — |
089  OOPE == -~ 0S 080T  0%S 0%S oS AT S
gp8 0826 009T - 00T 00T 9ges 080T 08sT G998 e i|+amu
—eee Tiiogz  6gedT oovI  OVET = 03G%T  SL06T  T6TE0T oﬁmoa. 792 TVIOL _
e e e s oTes  GoeeT  ose9y 18928 ot T - 2rog oy |
20zl 6STPGT 6664 036 oPIT  —- ov34 oI S089S c889L —= 82T _
l6  p68loT w89 O3IT 00T — Ggo2 009 5653€ 0 H80T oGT VIO
\ ces ov0LS 03% L (01515 =3 — GLLT (0]0}7 0TS99t g8e9¢ T2 Fo 1Teq puon*g _
866 $98H6  T96Y  OLS 00T - 088 002 S80OT 55082 - 6
"~ Zgol 2l6Tey 16686  080B oteL - 52%8T  O6F 266981  6TLL9T 068 TYIOL
€00 69gFpT  OpBEE  OOET 0G6Y - STed 06 v.96v  o0l6v 98T -
_ ®0T eveule  TSTes  08L 0935 - oTTOT - €22 6TO8TT e e SIS
£ T el T ot 6 8 . 9 g £ o' " m,
SOT3TA e oo i
-1308 S = :
.mm...m. SH'H *UOT2 *m lﬂ.m%.w mwmmmr_. e @Mﬁ ..F
1ad woal  SsyIom  °3uy -8TTQ0 anogeY  =-04EeT *aanfy ~TON ...o,ocﬁw mﬂmw ° soy A
Sosinfitereuseiglion T Tu R gy e e, ol -Towdy  Jo'oy  jotoy  /suta ety * 18
FSTR-NOTDEE SEVINOTIuvd GWOONI /2°IVE



L

70

It was the highest (R.1231) in Srikskulam and
Visclhapetnan region (Savara belt) and the lowest

in (R.793) Chenchu ares. The average income of
household in Y.Y.S belt was Bs. 1,082/-, while it was

&. 966 and R. 974 in Koya and Gond belts, respectively.
The sourées of income also vary from region to region .
Though the general occupational structure i3 more or
less the same for all the regions the contribution of

each occupation differs.

The tribel groups in Srikakulam and Visakha-
petnem region are, by and large, engaged in agriculture
and also éarn.income from other sources such as Forest
works, Road works and M,F.P. However, Chenchus are
in 2 transition stage, from food gathering to plough
cultivation, but are now mostly depend&nt on forests
for their livelihood. The income from other sources
for Chenchus was comparatively low ﬁhen compared with
that of tribals of Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam region.
The source of income of tribals in Y.Y.S belf is
altogether different from that of other belfs. The
Yerukulas have their income from piggery, while Sugalis
depend upon cattle as well as agriculture. Yenadis are
experts in snake-skinning, mat weaving and fishing.
Koyas and Gonds mostly depend on agriculture and
partly on labour. However, agriculture is the major

source of income for these two groups.
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It was the highest (B.1231) in Srikslulam and
Visethapetnam region (Savara belt) and the lowest

in (R.793) Chenchu area. The average income of
household in Y.Y.S belt was k. 1,082/-, while it was

Rs. 966 and Rs. 974 in Koys and Gond belts, respectively.
The sourées of income also vary from region to region .
Though the general occupational structure i% more or
less the same for all the regions the contribution of

each occupation differs.

The tribal groups in Srikakulsm and Visakha-
patnem region are, by and large, engaged in agriculture
and also earn income from other sources such as Forest
works, Road works snd M,F.,P. However, Chenchus are
in & transition stage, from food gathering to plough
cultivation, but are now mostly dependant on forests
for their livelihood. The income from other sources
for Chenchus was comparatively low ﬁhen compared with
that of tribals of Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam region.
The source of income of tribals in Y.Y.S belt is
altogether different from that of other belfs. The
Yerukules have their income from piggery, while Sugalis
depend upon cattle as well as agriculture, Yenadis are
experts in snake-skinning, mat weaving and fishing.
Koyas and Gonds mostly depend on agriculture and

partly on labour. However, agriculture is the mejor

source of income for these two groups.
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In Srikekulam and Visakhapatnam Region about
68 percent of the total income comes from sgricultural
activities (agriculture and agricultural labour). The
share of M,F.P. collection was 11.59 percent. The

sncome from the forest labour constitutes 8.98% of

the total income. The income from quarrying, road
works, household activities and others was 1.33%
3.77, 6.467 and 5.43%, respectively. Chenchus have
intimate relationship with forests as it is evident
tnot 38.625 of their total income comes from this
sector; 25.83% from collection of M.F.P., and 12.78%
from forest labouT. The income from agriculture
constitutes 30.0¢% of the total income. 16.72% ang
12.78h of the total income in Chenchu belt is
derived from agricultural labour and forest.labour,
respectivelys 69.85% of the total income in V,Y,S.
belt is deriveo from agricultural sector. The incuge
from other sources such as plggery, cattle, fishing,
mat-weaving, €tCes ranks second, being 27,554, 1%

is a gpecific source of income distinguishing the
plains tribes from those living in the scheduleq areas,
In Gond pelt, the income from agricultural sectop

ig the highest when compared with other belts, The
contribution of income from agricultural sectep i

Gond belt accounts for 92.95%., The income .
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Agricultural sector in Koye belt was 80.71% of the
total inconme. The income from forest accounts for

13.18%.

It is evident from the above analysis that
income from agricultural sector is predominent in all
regions, Next to agriculture, forest plays an important
role in the economy of the tribals. The male membeTs
of the tribal households work as forest labourers
whereas females engage themselves in collecting M. .F.
The income from household and other activities is not
so significant, except in plains where the tribals
derive income from sources such as piggery, cattle

rearing, wat-weaving and fishing.

{

The data were further analysed, separately
for each belt in respect of indebted and non-indebted
households. & perusal of the data in the tables
indicates that income from agrieulture was higher in
indebted households than that of the non-mndebted
households, except that in Chenchu belt the reverse
was the case. The income from agricultural labour
was higher in non-indebted households than that of
indebted households in all belts, except in Chenchu
belt where the hncome from agricultural labour was

higher in indebted households. In the case of income
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from forest lebour also, the income of the non-indebted

households wés higher than that of the indebted house--

holds in each belt. Thus most of the non-indebted

households were lendless or were having small holdings,

The landless a2nd those who have unecomomic land-holdings

work as labourers for daily wages or as attachedl
labourers in the fields of well-=to-do cultivators and

also with the forest contractors.

TR IBE-WISE INCOME PATTERN:

The proportion of income from agricultupal
seétorlwes the highest in Gond tribe, as it accountg
for 93.43% of thelr total income, whereas it wag gpe
lowest in Gadaba tribe (50.37%)+ The income from
agricultural labour wes’'the highest in Kammara tribe
and lowest in Bagata tribe. This can be attributeq
to the fzct that the mejority of the householgs
surveyed have lands} Onlyla few households which
are landless or are having small holdings were
engeged in agricultural labour work. The Katmaras:
who were orginally blacksmiths, were sloyly giving ’
up thelr treditionsl occupation'tq take up AgTieuT fupg
As these tribals do not have sufficient iand, they
gork as agricultural lebourers. Next to Kammarasa

Savaras occupy the second rank and 43,857

of their
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total income comes from agricultural labour. A&fter

the agricultural sector, forest in the most importent
source of income. The tribals depend upon forest for
one reagon or other, They live in a symbolic relation-
ship with forest. & good number of households have

to depend upon forests for their Iivelihood. Kondareddis
whose habitat is on the top of the hills get the

maximum income from forest labour 31.84%. The income
from the forest was the highest in Konda Reddi tribe
followed by Chenchu« The plains tribes viz., Yenadis
Yerukulas and Sugalis do not depend on forest:labour.
Only a few Yenadi houses were engaged in forest labour
work. The rest of the tribes generally depend upon
forests and get considerable dincome from it. The
income from the remaining sources viz., guarrying,

road construetion worky household activities and others,
was ﬁ?t so significant as that of agriculture sector

or forests The income from other sources for Yerukula
tribe is the highest. This was due to the faet fhat
Yérukulaaﬁerive considerable income from piggery. ZXEvery
household, whether it is\economically well off or not
was accustomed to rear at least one pig, which genéretes
sufficient cash income. In the case of Yenadis also

the income from other activities was found %o be very

high.
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The income of the indebted and non-indebted
households in each tribe was also calculated to study
the income pattern and to throw light on its relation
with indebtedness. It was observed that in all the
tribes the income from agriculture .of the indebted
households was higher than thet of the non-indegted
households, while income from agricultural labour was

the highest in non-indebted households except among

Chenchuss.

-

The average annual income of the tribal
households 1s estimated at k. 1,085/- ., The annual
income of 58.28% of the households was below the
avefagé and only 12.64% of the households were bordering
on the average. Thus, the income of the mjority of
the households (70.82%) was either below the average
or just on par with the average income. 51,547 of
the indebted households were distributed beioy Rs.1 $000/~
_ 1ncome 32 84% are aboVe.the average income group i.e.,
k. 1,000 £o Rsa. 1,200/, Thus 67. 167 of the indebted
households were below the average or just on par with
the sverage income. The distribution of non‘inﬂebted
nouseholds indicates that 76.96% are below op o bon
with aversge income. The remaining 23,047 op g,

households were above the average income, g
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EXPENDITURE:

The entry of non-tribals into tribal areas
J has brought about certain changes in the culture of
tribals. Though there is no conslderable effect of
culture contact on their food habit, it produced great
imﬁact on the material culture-of tribals. Modern
Dress, decoration, ornaments and alumiminium utensils
etc.y, which were hitherto unknown, have appeared in
the tribal areas, The tribals, prior to the
introduction of distillery liquor, were satisfied
with their home-brewed liguor from the grains. With
the introduction of distilled liquor shops, tribals
have given up their traditional method of preparing

liquor from mohwa flower.
|l

The.average experditure of a tribel
household works out to . 1,226/-. The size of the
tribal household being 4.94, the per capita expenditure
works out to fs. 248.2, The average expenditure of
indebted tribal household works out to Rsl,372/~
while for the of non-indebted tribal household it is

F-S. l’ lﬂl/-i

The important items of expenditure of the
tribals are on food, clothing, fairs and festivals and

intoxicants. The average expenditure of a household
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was the highest in Savara Region (fs.1,412) and lowest

in Chenchu belt (Bs. 311) The ayerage expenditure in
Gord Tegions Yerukala, Yeradi, Sugall belt, and Koya
pelt was B 1,204/=+ Tse 1 177/~ and Bs. 1,077/=
Tespectively 52.62 per cent of thelr expenditure on
iy S The expenditure on agriculture constituted
g.11 and on clothing 9.37%. Nearly 186 of the total

amountfwas gpent og-social and mlighous ceremonies
and festivalse 9.450 of their total expenditure was
jncurred dn.intoiicants (vize, liquor and tobacco) .

The expenditure on education and medicines was almost

negligible.

Modern dress nas brought tremendous changes
in the outlook of tribals. In weekly markets, tribals
are purchasing readymade garments. The drinking habit
in tribal areas has a §p601a1 gignificance. Liquor ig
s part and parcel of their 1life gnd has a social ang
religious signlflcance. A1l activities sach as visit
to a Shandy,_ceremonial occassions, dancing and
observance of rituals, death, marriege or SiCknegs:
nervestings tribal offencesyetc., all begin A5 o it
1419UOT » The performence of social and religioyg cere=
monies and festivals make thelr life worth living.' -y
expenditure on this ;tem is 2 mst and they - cannot 2
sacepe frow it, They spend huge amounts in giying

reastsy eventhough their economic condition ¢
0es8 not



78

permit of siich expenditure. Hence, thiey resort to
borrowing.

Tribals generally do not spend much on fuel,
They collect firewood from the hearby forests. The
expenditure on medicines was also yery low. This was
because of the reason that the tribals do not use
allopathic medicines, but, on the other hand, they
do bellevTe 1n herbal medicines. The expeniiture on
other items such as purchese of ornaments, household
material, etc. is increasing day by day in the tribel

areas,

The relationship between income and expenditure
was analysed to provide a better picture on the economic
position of tribal households. The annual expenditure
of 166 households was less than 8, 600 while 244
househclds were found in the income interval of less
than fs. 600, The expenditure of 448 households wes
ranging from Rs. 600 to B. 1,000, while 453 households
were in the income range of f5. 600 to f. 1,000/-.

The annual expenditure of 500 households was ranging
from B. 1,000 to 2,000 while the rnumber of households
in correspording income range was 417. It was found
thet 82 households are in income and expenditure group
of k. 2,000 and above. Thus it 1s evident that
expenditure was increasing with the increase in

income. Further, to find out the relationship
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between the two variablessincome and expenditure
coefficient of correlation was calculated. It wes found
to be positive and very high, 1ﬁdicating that the rise

in the income leads to a corresponding rise in expenditure.
(Table 28)

SURPLUS_4ND_DEFICIT HOUSEHOLDS:

Distribution of the indebted and non-indebted
nouseholds with reference to family budgets was-analysed.
Out of 1,196 households surveyed 886 were deficit
nouseholds constituting 74.08%. The high percentage
of deficit households confirms that the economy of
‘the tribels was underdeveloped. Tt was observed
that even among the surplus households, the surplus
was marginal. imong the deficit hOUSEholds, 68,17%'
were indebted while among the surplus households

46,777 were indebted. Thus, the percentage of indebted

householus was more among the deilclt households and
less among the surplus households, vhile the reverse

was the case with the nNon~tndebted households,

Further,
out of 749 indebted households

80.65% were deflclt

households. The Tel&tlonship between 1ndebtedness

and budget wag examined., 1Tpe x2 text was used to knoy

the relationship, If i found that there is nositive

correlation betwgen Irdebtedness ang budget of the
household,
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It can be noticed that 74.6%% of the households
in the scheduled area were deficlt whereas in the plainse

it was 72.83%. Further, the data reveal that 72,53
of the deficit households were indebted in the plains

area while 66.11% of the deficit households yere

indebted in the scheduled area. In the case of surplus
households, there was a high percentage of non-indebted ;s
households both in the scheduled and the plains areas,

The hiéh percentage of deficit households shows that

the majority of them were below the poverty line.

The increase in the size of the family
?
frare_entation of holdingsv excessive expenditure on
social and religious ceremonies in addition to

expenditure on liquor, inelin-tion towardsg Cosmetics

and last but not the least exploitatioy by moneylenders/
sowecars/traders are some of the reasons fop the

presence of a high percentage of deficit householqd s



CHAPTER - ¥

1MODUS_OPERANDI OF MAJOR CREDIT AGENCIES

MONEY LENDER 3

MONEYLENDER has a strangle hold over the tribal
economy. Traditional moneylenders Constitute the
baéji:problem in tribal areas which has to be tackled
effectively. Unless this is done, it is doubtful
if fruits of development programmes could be ensured
to tribal people. The Committee on Special
Multipurpose Tribal Development Blocks opined that
" in actual fact the increased earnings of the
tribals simply go into the treasury of the money-
lender'*, The moneylenders are generally the
persons who migrate from plains to the tribal areas
and are well versed with the character, repaying
capacity, literacy and honesty of the tribals. They
command a very high degrec of adaptabllity and

g0 justment with the tribal borrowers.

®* Report of the Committee on Special Multipurpose
Tribal Blocks, page 131.



Due to uneconomic holdings and increased popu=

lation pressure, the yield from the land is insufficient
a X

to sustain a family. The income derived by a tribal
from other sources is too low to supplement adequately
and he does not have skill, industry and thrirft to
support his family without going in for loans. Under
these compelling ¢ 1rn stcanec s g , he hos
no other way except to approach the moneylender who

is readily available even at odd times, Moneylender
lends for all purposes and in all sersons. He g
not only the moneylender but also g shopkeeper. As

a shop-keeper he purchases from and sellg g8raing apg

other commodities to the tribals,

There are different systems of moneylending

in tribal areas of Andhra Pradesh, These are

tonded labour, Kengal Bank or Madras or Guddylg

Bank, and professional moneylending apg trading.

The system of bonded labour is Popularyy knoyn

In thig
system the tribal has to work fop the amount pe

as attached labour (or vetti or Gothi,)

hag

teken from the moneylepdere i Gensranyy the agreeneny

between the tribel and his credito, is oral and in

some cases it is written, 1Ip aCCOPdance With the

agreement, the debtor binds himgepr 4 the Creditoy
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£i1ll the debt is cleared. The practice of Gothi
is the result of heavy indebtedness. The debtors
pledge their services to the creditors. The
services of the '"Gothi' are adjusted towards the
interest to be pald for the amount he has taken.
Further, he has to incur fresh loans to maintain
his family. Thus the problem of vetti continues
from father to son and it is umabated. The tribal
does the labour to the moneyliender until it gets

Tepaid; during that period he will not be paid any

~cash but given only meals and a pair of clothes.

The tribal hes to do whatever his master tells
whether it is good or bad. It is reported in some
cases that the non-tribal moneyvlender uses him as

a werpon whenever any social disturbance srises.
Further, it is noticed that non-tribsls are purchas-
ine +ka Tonde of fribals in the name of ‘vetti',

and thereby safely escaping from the provisions of

Land Transfer Regulations.

There are numerous ftraditionsl credit agencies
extending petty loans to tribals on shandy days.
Thess credit agencies advance loans on personal
security for short periods which is generally for

week days. The rate of interest is very high.
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These moneylenders teke recourse t0 means including
‘qtimidation and assault for recovery of the loans,

These institutions have a network of agents, both
tribal and ron-tribal, in tribel areas. They have
specific areas of operation. These are sowecars,
locally called as Madras Bank or Kangel Bank op
Guddula Bank or Nellore Sowcars. For example
Guddula Bank is in operatio-n at Bhadrachalam,
The principle involved in "Guddula" Bank ig that
when the tribal fails to repay the amount, the
Agént of the Bank collects the loan amount fpop
the debtor by beating him up.  This type o
iptimidation is there with every institution, It
was observed that in Kakarapadu shandy ip Koyyury
Block, the Nellore sowcar advanced a petty loap
to a tribal. The tribal did not turn Up at the
shandy for twokweeks. On the third Shandy dayf
the moneylender approached the tribagl to:@pay the
amount. But on that day the tripal debtop dig
not have the whole amount to repay, g told tpe
sowcar that he would repay the amount op the next
shandy day. Then the moneylender aggkeq the tripay
to hendover all his domestic requirements'which b
has purchased in shandy with great difficulty‘

tribel refused to do so as it was impossib ¢ for

The

;o
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The noneylender began abusing the tribal and there
were Mot exchanges. In the meanwhile the money-
lender called his tribal Agent and asked him to
dispoOsess the tribel of everything he had. When
the tribél debtor resisted the tribal Agent started
beating the tribal debtor. In the meanwhile a
large crowd of people gathered around the two and,
finelly, the trouble ended with the judgement that
the tribal debtor should pay the amount without
fail on the next shandy day. From this it is
evident that all these credit institutions practise
intimidation in one way or the other. There are
a good number of Madrasi ond Nellore treders who
carry clothes on bicycles totribal villages and
sell them to tribels on credit at higher‘}ates.

Whils collceting the debts they adopt the methed the

method of_intimidation.

The Agents of these credit institutions
advance loans to tribals on shandy days for a
shorter period for example, if a tribal takes a
loan of K. 5/-, he has to repay k. 6.25 on the next
shandy day (i.e., B. 1.85 as interast for a week)

If he frils to repay on the shandy day, he will be
asked to pay fs. 7.80 plus conveyance charges of

the Agent on the subsequent shandy day.
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There is another practice of extension of
credit to the tribals. For examplé if a tribel
wents to take » loan of ¥. 25/-, he will be paid
Rs. 18.50 by deducting fs. 6.50 as interest and the
tribal is asked to repay the amount on instalment
basis @ f. 5/~ on ezch shandy day until it ig
completed. In this prodess i1f a tribal does not
pey the amount on any shendy day he will be askeq
to pay interest for‘that five rupees plus fivye Tupeecs
of the next. instalment on the ensuing shandy day
(i.esy Ko 5/- of first instalment plus interest op
it + k.5/- of the second instalment), 1, this
way, moneylenders are exploiting the tripajg in
all possible weys, leaving him in perpetual

indebtedness.

The third type of traditional Credit System
in the tribal areas is through * pProfessiona] money_
1encd er s—cum- trgders Production in tribal ares

is rostly for consumption. In the olden days
when the barter system was in existence, the
kribels need taiget thellQdily: Fotnironens . by,
mutual exchange. There was not much Scope Pom

to go into debt. Only after introdycyy,, f
O mo

economy, that they are obliged to 2PbToach 4.
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monevlender. It does not mean that they were not
exploited by the moneylenders in the barter system.
The age-old exploitetion continued from times
immemorial. The tribal takes his produce to the
shandy. He sells it and in turn takes his deily
requirements for the whole week. The tribal who
lives in hilly tract is unaware of the preveiling
market velue of the commodities which he brought
and sells his produce at @ rate whatever trader
bargains which 1s generally less than the market
price since there is no elternative for him. He
cennot teke back his goods which he brought on his
shoulders ¢ 0 v & » 1n glong distance by
foot from hill tops 2nd he has necessarily to
purchese the daily requirements for the week. At
the same time he knows fully well that the other
trodoma an? agyears monopolise the market and
deceive the tribel by using false weights and

measures besides offering less price.

In tribal areas the trader is both & purchaser
and s shop-keeper. The traders generally put up
stalls in the weekly markets and will be moving from
one market to another. They put up shops for the
sels_of all sorts of consumer goods thet the local

people normally purchese. The trader, after

65



€2
w0

purchasing the tribals goods will not give cash but

in turn will provide whatever the tribal wants to meet
his need. He charges exhorbitant rates and uses low
weights and measures while giving his goods. Thereby
the trader-cum-sowcar jerives profit both ways i.e.,
in purchasing ard selling. The tribel is also
tempted towerds modern_materialistic things such as
toilet goodss umbrellas, Aluminium utensils, etc.
There also,‘he is exploited by the moneylender-cum-
trader to the meximum extent possible as he does

not know the value of the goods. Further, the tribal
do have obligation and belief in the moneylender

and generally approrch the same person eventhough

e moy get better briqe for his commodities.,

There is yet another type of professionmal
moneylender who advances loans both for productive
arnd unprouuctive purposes. They know very well
the economic position of the tribals. Generally,
they advance loans on personal secufity. The
rate of jnterest charged by them varies fromlseason
to seeson andé also depends upon the time f2 otor,

Tphe rate of interest is more for kind loans ratp
ATher

then for cash loans.

He advances two types of loezns vig
*3 ©88h loapg

and lrind loans.
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CASH LOANS: - The tribal approaches the moneylender
lor taking up agricultural operations, purchase of

bullocks and for family maintepance which includes
social and religious ceremonies such as marriage,
birth, death, etc. Often, he reguires cash loans
to pay the fines imnosed by the Kule Pedda for heving
failed to maintain socisl values by himself or by
his family members in the matrix of social life.
The moneylender will catch hold of suéh tribal who
is most influential in the village and whose word
is taken for granted. He establishes confidence
and faith in him. He also drinks and dances with
him #nd learns the language and moves with him.
Heving established relationship and confidence,

the moneylender begins to exploit him.

Tribals, being economically backward, illiterate

auu Lguuraisy a8re vulnerabie to exploitation. The
illegal moneylenders spread out thfir tantacles in
the form of "Kandagutta" "Payida" "Mamu", etc. which
trap the innocent tribsl in a vicious circle of

borrowing &nd repaying.

It requires thorough investigation by
painstaking and honest staff to unearth the illegal
moneylending cases cleverly concealed by the

unscrupulous moneylenders under the igncrance and
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faithfullness of the tribel debtors.,

=~ vrepal gets entangled in the net skillfully
cast by the usurious monevlender on the day he
aporoaches the lat-er for a loan. The tribal debtor
is hound by moral obli aticito sell his produce
to his moneylender=-cun~sowcar eventhoqgh the lat-er
offers him low price. Violation of this time-
honoured obligationmry entail complete chocking up
of {raditionsl credit channels to the tribal. The
value of the commodities thus sold will pe credited
towerds the loan so that the tripal debtor returng
to the moneylender for loan, both in king and in
cash, for subsistence as well as fop agricultuyre]
inputs. Thus, the tribcl debtor ig Completely
at the mercy of the moneylender who exploits the
situstion by manipuleting accountg and eXtracting
exhorbitant rates of interest ang dictating terms
which are entirely unfavoursbls tg the debtors,
The cycle of borrowing End_repaying continues yeay
after yeer bul the loens never get Tepaid, Thus,
the tribal can hardly extricate himgejs from the
cluches of the moneylenderz, once he falys ivto
their hends. The monevlender slovly byt Systematq .

caliy saps out the vitality of the tripsqg and

their economy.
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GIRTJAN COOPERATIVE CORPORATION: -

sons. PRADESH stands first in the matter
of introducing cooperative institution as a tool for
the economic uplift of the tribals. It is the
Andhra Pradesh Girijan Cooperative Corporation,

Limited. The objectives of the Corporation are:

1. To purchase the minor forest produce procured
by the members of the Scheduled Tribes
through the marketing societies affiliated

to it.

23 To supply domestic requirements of the
Scheduled Tribes through a net work of D.R.
Depots.

3 To provide credit facilities.

To act as en agent of the Government for
procurement, supply and distribution of
agriculture and other produce or other goods.
To wudertake activities such as processing
and grading of Commodities for the benefit
of the Corporation, its affiliated sooieties
and their members.

G To undertake such other activities as

are conducive to the promotion of economic
interest and social welare of the members.

The Corporation was registered under the
Indian Companies Act, in 1956 with a share capital
of Bs. 8 lakhs consisting of 20,000 shares, of .10/~

each, Subsequently, due to certain operational



difficulties and also to serve the tribals in 2

more fruitful way, the Corporation was converted
into a cooperative institution under the Madras
Cooperative Societies 4ct, 1932, The Corporations
functions; in the intisl stages were confined tq
some of the scheduled areas of Visakhapatnanm and
Srikakulam Districts, and were gradually extended

to all the scheduled 2zreas of the state and to sope
tribal pockets outside the scheduled areas, To-day
the Corporation has 30 Primary Merketing COOperatins
and 40z Domestic Requirement Depots in the Schedy) eg

2nd Plains areas.

Prior to the introduction 6f AgTO-Credit
Schemes, both membership and share capital were

fluctuating. After the introduction of hkgro credit

schemes there 1s a considerable increase ipn the

membership and share capital of the Primary SOCietigg,
The total membership during 1971-7¢ V3S 82126, 5
against 75,323 in 1970-71. The shape capltal yagq

fs. 2,49,125 during 1971-72 as against #5.2,30, 259
in 1970-71.

With a view to fulfilling the objectives
of

the Corporation, sever=l Agency Primapy Markety
H & ng

Societies were created and affiliateg t0 the



Corporation. To cater to the needs of tribals in a
more purnoseful way, a network of small fair~price
shops (D.R.Depots) were esteblished. At the beginning
of 1971-~72, 19 Primary Marketing Cooperatives were
functioning in the agency areas of Srikakulam,
Visekxhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, Warangal,
Mahboobnagar, Karimnagar, Khammem and Adilabad
Districts. During 1971-72, five more G.P.M.
Cooperatives were organised at Gajapathinagaram,
Yellandu, Dhammepeta, Itchoda and Jannaram in the
Districts of Visakhapatnam, Khammem and Adilabad.
Further 3 Girijam Primary lend colopisation societies
at Nellore, Guntur and Chittoor were org-nised and
affiliated to corporation for the welfare of landless
such as Yerukulas, Yenadis and Sugalis. Thus the
total number of primary societies affiliated to the
cuipviabivii wenb up to 27 by the end of 1971-72.
Steps were also taken for organising primary societies
in the tribal areas of Atmakur and Nandyal Taluks

of Kurﬁool Distriet to serve the needs of Chenchus.
Thé borporation has started 247 Sales-Cum-Purchasing
Depots. The puréhasing agents of these depots
purchase the minor forest produce and agricultural

produce brought by the tribals and preserve it in

the Godowns.
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Minor Forest Produce is of spontaneous growth
.nd the tribals have the right to collect the produce.
pricr to the introduction of Girijan Cooperative
Corporation, most of the private merchants used to
deal in M.F.P. business by cheating the tribals by
under—vaiUing the produce and using false weights
ord measures. 1n order to eliminmate exploitation
and improve the living standards of the tribals,
the Government granted monopoly rights to the
Corporation to purchase M.F.P. brought by the tribgls.
The Corporation paps rentals to the forest
Department. It procures through the primary
socisties M.F.P. such as tamarind, adda leaf, honey5
mohwa seed, myrobalems, pungam seed, hill brooms
sheexsi, gum-keraya, naranamidi bark, pee wax,
clesning nuts, gentu berangi ete, Dye to the
1iheral mmirs nolliey  of the Government5 the
Corporation has procured Minor Forest Produce worth
ps. 44.00 lakhs. According to the policy, the
wholesale meTket price is guaranteeq to M,F,p by
only deducting the transport charges apg incidentalg

put not forest rentals and establishment TR

The important litems of agricult
ural prodyce
viz., Jowar, Bejre, Niger seed, Mustarq, Turweric,

Paddy etc., are purchased by the Primary Societ
etieg
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from Tribals in open competition with local merchants,
keeping in view the prevailing rates in the nearest

wholesale markets for such commodities.

The Corporation supplies to the tribals
domestic requirements such as Rice, Cereals, Salt,
Edible Uils, Keroséne, Cloth and ready made garments
at reasonable rates. In the beginning, daily
requirements were sold by the Corporation on the
shandy days. Now the Corporation is supplying
domestic requirements through D.R.Depots in respective

villages wherever they exist. The Domestic

Requirements are also being supplied by the Corpora-
tion to Nutrition Centres, Ashram Schools, Hostels

ete., at fair and reasonable rates,

One of the important sctitities of the
Corpcorobicn 1s the channelisation of credit to the
tribals both for production and consunption purposes.
Due to lack of title deeds no institutionsl credit
had flowed into the scheduled areas for centuries.
The credit needs are mostly met by the unorganised
sector which consists of indigenous bankers and
moneylenders. Prior to.1969-70, the Corporation
wes granting only surdty loans and emergent loans

to the tridals. It was advancing petty loans to
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tribals ranging from %.5 to 25 and trade advancg

@ Rs.25/-+ The maximum amount of loan that can be
granted to a tribal member under the by-laws was
f5.100/- which is not at all sufficient in many cases,
Consequently, the tribals approach the moneylenders
and sowcars and borrow at high rates of interest for
their agricultural operations and miscellaneous
pUTPOSES.

The Girijan Cooperative Corporation is now
extending liberal credit facilities especially througy
schemes such as R.B.I, and R,F. The Giri jan
Corporation was recognised as a Cooperatiye Centra]
Bank for pumping the agro-credit to tribpal Cultivatorg
and directly comnected to the A.P. State Cooperative

Bank Limited, Hyderabad and thereon to the Reserve

Baplt i Bus iy,

In the year 1970, the State GOVernment placed
a sum of Rs. 25 lakhs as Kevolving Fung at the
disposal of the Corporation to be utilised fop the
issue of short term loans to tribals tg increage
their agricultural production and Taise theip
income. This amount wes released to the Primay

Societies for disbursement of S,T,. loans ¢o Girg ;
an



Members. The amount of loan is fixed 2t B. 150/~
per acré of wet cultivation and s, ?5/~'§er acfe of
dry cultivetion and the loan should be 50% in cash
and. 50% in kind by way of seeds, fertilisers, pesti=~
cides and other agricultural inputs. This amount
was disbursed to 19,974 tribal cultivators through
20 affiliated societies in 10 Districts. The rate
of interest is 6% per annum. The amount is repayable
in 12 months from the date of disbursemeﬁt of loan.
Maximum amount of loan that can be senctioned to

a member is k. 750/- and the security is the
collateral security by two members of the soclety.

A '
5 :

An amount of M. 5.66 lakhs was recovered as

against %, 24,26 lakhs during 1870-71.

R.B,I. SCHEME:

The R.B.I has agreed to channelise the agro-~
eredit through the Girijan Cooperative Corporation
in the Distriects of Srikekulam, Warangel and Khammam
where the normal cooperative structure is weak.,
Consequently the corporstion has been sanctloned
a credit 1imit of R. 25 lakhs under short term and

B 5 lakhs under medium term during 1970~71 for
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disbursing the credit to the tribals in the above
menfioned three districts. The Corporation
gisbursed the entire credit in cash and kind, iﬁ
shape of domestic reduirements and agricultural
inputs. 15038 tribal cultivators were benefitted
by this scheme. The rate of inferest under R,B.I.
scheme'is 7% per annum. As the loan is crop loan,
the duration of the loan deperds on crops! seasona-
lity. Bs against 25 lakhs, R. 2.67 lakhs yas

recovered under R.B.I. scheme,

During the year 1970-71 the Corporation

issued losns to the tune of %. 50 lakhs ynger RAB. T
schene and R.F. schemes and the nunber of tribal
cultivators benefitted by these tyo Schemeg ap

e

35,012,

Medium Terp loanss

During 197071 an amount of gy, lakhs'
. S was

disbursed As medium term loapg by the Cop %
; Iporation
in three Dis#ricts viz., Srikakulam Kra
Oy mmam and
Th I
e total number of tribalg benefited
by medium term loans were 873

Werangal.

| The rate of interest
is 6% per annum. The loan

i will be TECOVered in
five annual instalments,

: The mAXinun amount
sanctioned per member ig 3500/

Security 15 the
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mortgage of land or declaration creating charge on
the land or Hypothication of the article ﬁurchased
out of the loan amount. Under this scheme, 815§
sgand 2 cultivators received loans for the.purchase
of plough Bullocks, oil engines and electric motors

respectively.

Basing on the performance during the year
1970-71 the Reserve Bank of India kes sanctioned a
credit 1limit of‘%. 40,00 lakhs under short term
and B. 7 lakhs under medium term during 1971-72.
With the acdoptlion of reimbursement system by the
R.B.I. and State Cooperative Bank and due to
adverse seasonal conditions which affected recovery
the credit limit sanctioned during 1971-72 could
not be fully utiligded.

&5 the corporation has been paying ready
cash for the commodities brought by the tribals,
some of them are utilising it to purchagse the items
like Rice, Dal, Ready made garments and Aluminium
utensils, which are hitherto unknown tc them. As
the Corporation is payling fair prices to the produce
most of the tribals are approaching the corporation
rather than private merchants. With the opening of

D.R.Depots, tribals are assured of getting daily
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requirements at Teasonabls prices very neer to thelr
houses. But it is observed thet the tribals are not
availing full advantage of the corporation depots,
pecruse of thelr indebtedness to the privete money-
1enders/merchants who threaten them withldireconse-
guences. In the event of non-payment of their w
dues before purchasing domestic requirements else-
where. The D.Rs. in corporation depots are for

cash only. The financial position of the tribal
dces not allow him to pay his oid debts to money-
1ender/merchant*and at the same time purchase to
D.Rs. from the corporation for ready cash, Thus it
jg evident that the tribal cannot be made free frop
loeal merchant/sowear so long as he 1s indebted 4o
him. However the Corporation has been controlling
the nefarious activities of the moneylender/soyear
to levger extent. TFurther to check the use il
false welghts and mesasures by the meTChanté, the
Corporation has appointed inspectors. EVenthough
the Corporation is not having monopoly right op
agriculttrPl produce it is purchasing the agricultupe
produce by paying the nearest whole sale market

price deducting only the incidentals and tranSport
charges in a competitive spirit to attract Bei sl

and to reducé the exploitation, 1y Corporaty
: S
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has completely tribalised the lower cadres of 1its
service. There are today nearly 300 Girijan
candidates working on the role of the Girijan
Cooperative Corporation, representing nearly 50%

of the total strength of the corporation staff.

Year to year procurement of A.G.produce is the clear
indication of the attachment of the tribal with
corporation. Finally, the Corporatiocn has been
extending its best efforts to drive away the money-
lenders by providing easy credit facilities linked
with marketing. Corporation is not only helpful

in reducing the exploitation of petty merchants

and sowcars but alsoc providi ng employment to tribals.
The Corporation is a source of livelihood to many
tribals as it is employing the tribals for adda leaf
bunding, deseeding %tamarind etec. Thus the corporat-

ion stﬁpﬁs ag a reflector in the field of Tribal

Welfare.
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The constitution of India has proﬁidad certain
privileges and concessions to the downtrodden communi-
ties to protect them from soclal, economic and political
injustice and to.bring them into the malnstream of the
national life. Article 46 iays déwﬁ that "The State
shall promote with special care the educational and
economic interests of weaker sections of the people
and in particulaf, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes and shall protect them from social injustice
and all f-orms of exploitation". _The Constitution
yvested the powers in the Governor to make regulations
for the pjotection of_tribals hitherto neglected.

In order to.protect the rights of tribals on land

and tO safezuard them from age old exploitation by
non-tfibal land owners, sowcars, and money lenders;
rrment of bndhra Pradesh have enacted several

the Gove

rotective legislations. The following protective
p

1egislations are in force in the Scheduled Areas of

Andhra Pradeshi

1 The Andhra Pradesh (Scheduled Areas) Land

Transfer Regulation - 1989, 1970 and 1971.
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2, Andhra Pradesh (Scheduled Areas) Moneylenders
Regnlation - 1960 and 1970,

3. The Andhra Pradesh (Scheduled Tribes) Debt
Relief Regulation - 1960 and 1970,

1) The Andhra Pradesh (Scheduled Areas) La
Regulation = 1959, 1970 and 1971: 2l 1 218

The Andhra Pradesh Scheduléd Areas Lang
Transfer REegulation 1959, Andhra Pradesh Regulatiop
No.I of 1959 came into force in the year 1959, It ig
an exclusive Regulation dealing with the prohibition of
land alienation. The main intention of thig Regulation
is to safeguerd the rights of tribals on lang in the
Scheduled Areas of the State, The main features of

this Regulation ére:

3 In Agency Areas, any transfer of immovapy
/ e

property, by a member of Schedyleg Trive 4
S
considered as mull and void, However
s a
tribal may obtain prior sanction of th
e

Government to effect the saleg o mort
gage

. or lease or exchange or any other dealj
Ig

of immovable property,
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Do rp s n®
2 If any 11legal transfer of immovable property
is made in favour of any other member other
“than a Seheduled Tribe, the Agent or the
Agency Divisional Officer 1is empowered to

restore it to the transferer or his heirs.,

3. No immovable property situsted in the Agency
tracts owned by a member of Scheduled Tribe
shall be liable to be attached and sold in

execution of a money decree.

Though safeguards are envisaged in the
Regulations, 1t is observed in actual practice that
the land transfers have been taking place from tribals
to non-tribals. The non-tribals found weys & means
to circumvent the legislation and they have been
grabing much of the fertile lands from fribals. The
land alienation cases have been taking place throuagh

the following techniques:

1, Land alienation through money lending.
2, Land alienation through marital relations.

3. Land alienation through traditional
friendship.

4, Lend alienatlon through Tribal servants.

Most of the land allenation cases are the
result of 1ndebtedness. The non~tribels settle down

in tribesl areas with the motive of grabing lands.
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.Though the lands are in the name of tribals as per
records, the actual possession is in the hands of
non-tribals and the usufruct is enjoyed by them till
the tribal comﬁletely repays the loan. Most of the
tribals cannot repay the debt due to absymal p = ty.
Lfter a lapse of several years, the sowcars declare
themselves a8 defacto owners of the lands. This

type of alienation through moneylending is more
prevalent in the tribal areas of.Sriknkulam, Visakha -

patnam, East Godavari and West Godavari districts,

A semple study was und ertaken covering nine
tpibel groups in Paderu, &Araku and Koyyuru TuD.Blocks'
of Visakhapatnam District to assess the magnituge of

this problem.

out of 193 households surveyed 55 (28.49%)
55 have alienated their lands. Out of thae
nine zm tribes surveyed five namely, Valmiki, Bagata,
Kammara, Konda Dora and Mann e Dora, have alienateg
their lands. The highest proportion of suen
nouseholds was found among Bagatha tribe (50%),

e1¢ cely followed by Kammara (40.90%), Konda Dérs
(28%), valmiki. (25%) Gadaba (10%) and Manne Do
(108). It wes also found that most of the poy .
nolds who alienated their lands were frop

: KOYVuru
Block when compared with Araku and Padery Blooie
S,
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This may be due to the fact that Koyyuru Block is
nearer £o the plains arecs and at the same time the
cconomic development activities undertaken in
multipurpose project areas have saved the tribals
of Araku and Paderu Blocks to some extent from

economic exploitation.

- The total land alienated by 55 households
was 234 acres. The amount advanced against 234 acres
by moneylenders and sowcars was fs. 82620/-. 5
In all the above cases, the alienation was through
mortgage without the transfer of ownership. The
records speak of the ownership in the names of tribels
buy the fruits of the efforts are being enjoyed by
the non-tribals. Thus, the tribals coﬂtinua to
part with their lands mostly by oral agreements.

The creditors remain in possession of the land when-
ever the dispute reaches the authorities, the tribals
themselves accept that the land is under their
control only. Sometimes, the tribals by pledging
their 1land to non-tribals, continue to work for the
creditors and cultivate the same ploks of land,
Whenever any enquiry is made the tribals due to moral
binding to creditors gave false evidence that they
own those lands but not the sowcars or moneylenders.

Thus, the operation of the Regulation becomes

difficult in splte of the best whshes of the

Govarnment,
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Further, most of the tribals in Agency areas
are not aware of this regulation. Even if they are
aware of this regulation they cannot but silent ﬁith
s fear that they may not get loans in future from
sowcars-and moneylenders in the hour of need.. Further,
due to trust worthy character and belief on money-
lender and SOWCAT, they never report the matter tgq

higher officials/ authorities to restore it,

Generally, sowcars and moneylenders ST
concentrated in those villages where there ig irrigateq
and fertile lend. Moneylenders and sowcarsg advance
loans on the security of 1and on exhorbitant rateg
of interest. The low income which he deriveg from
the lands and other allied occup2tions hardly alléws
nim to pay interest in some years and often_he ity iy
pay the same. The burden of debt increageg year
after yeer, in some cases generation after generation,
In such state of affairs, the tribal in lieu of his
debt, mortgages his land to non-tribalg tq relieve
nimself from the burden. This mortgage WY be fop
specific years, or OLETWise Dermanently qepengy
upon the amount he has teken and terms gpg condi:i
petween him and non-tribal where he wijy be dictat::s

by non-trival. If the "Tirumum Kasyeyyn is ¢
or
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specified time, the tribal will get his land provided
he pays the amount to the non-tribal in the stipulated
period and at the same time he should allow the non=-
tribal to enjoy fruits. 1In general the land which has
been in the hands of non-tribal cannot be taken back
under normal circumstances unless he gets external
help from official or non-official scurces. If it is
"Tirumapam" the non-tribsls are continued to enjoy

as if it is their own land.

The non-tribal is not only benefited by this
benami transaction but also derives development benefits
whatever the tribal is expected to derive from the
development activities as the records spesk ownership
in the neme of the tribal, through his skillfull
methods. Further, he will not be silent, he keeps
the same tribal as labour2r to take up the agricultural
operation in the same land. =~ Thus the non-tribals
in the Agency Areas are continued to enjoy the benefits
at the cost of tribals. Slowly the fertile and
irrigeble land is passing from the hands of tribals to

non=-tribals.
In order to implement the regulation

of fectively special machinery has been set up in the

scheduled arease Beecordingly, special Deputy
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- ointed
" ty Tahsildars were app
d Special Depu
Collectors 2n

i book and dispose off the cases
chinery to DOO
by this ma

. Inspite of this drive
bove regulation
under the 2

3 number of 1and alienation cases have been
a goo - b

i ' to the followi-ng
: in Scheduled areas due ©
taking place

operational difficulties:

1)

2)

a)

b)
c)

a)

Much head way could not be made in the
implementation of the Regulation as the

progress is bogged down by the stay orders
of the High Court.

Certain loop holes arencticed in the
regulation which are:

Lands under the occupation of non-tribals
prior to 1917.

Lands transferred from non-tribal to anotheT

prior to 3-2-70 when the amendment regulatinu
of 1970 was passed.

Lands for which the NoL-tribals have been
Inducted by land holders prior to the

notified date under Bstates land act,1908.

Lands transferred to non-tribal with
permission of the agent to the Government

or the prescribed authority prior %o
3 -2 "'19?0 o
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MONEYLENDERS REGULATION:

hpahra pradesi (Scheauled sreas) Moneylenders
Regulation 1960 extends to the whole of the gcheduled
Areas of Andhra pPradesh. The main aim of this
Regulation is to control the moneylending and save the
tripals from unscrupulous moneylenderse Under this
Regulation, 1icence has to be obtained by the Money=

1ender Pawh Broker from proper authoritys: =

Under section (2) sub-caluse (10) 1L0an'
means an gdvance of money or articles, goods OT
materials for interest, and includes any transaction
which the court finds in substance to amount to such

an advance put does not include .

According TO section 2 sub-clause (11) of this
regulatiol njoney-lender” neans @ person who advances

10ans and jncludes & mandy merchant, 2 1and~lord

1ncluding grain as \Namu! to his farm servant and @

pawn brokeTs put does not include & bank, company
or Cooperative society and the expression moneylending

shall be construed accordinglye

The rate of interest te be charged on security

and non-security 1oans 1is discussed under section (7)

sub-clause (1) e
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Collectors and Special Deputy Tahsildars were appointed
in the agency arease Intensive drive was taken up
py this machinery to book and dispose off the cases
under the above regulation . Inspite of this drive
a good number of land alienation cases have been
taking place in Scheduled areas due to fhe followi-ng

operational difficulties:

1) Much head way could not be made 1ﬁ the
implementation of the Regulation as the

progress is bogged down by the stay orgey
of the High Court. :

2) Certain loop holes arenoticed in the
regulation which ares:

a) Lands under the occupation of nop

-tri
prior to 1917. bals

b) Lands transferred from non-tribay i
prior to 3-2~70 when the amendmept o another
e

of 1970 was passed. gulatjnn

c) Lands for which the non-tripalg Ban
inducted by land holders prior tg t: been
e

notified dete under Estates 1
. and act 1
y 1908,

d) Lands transferred to non-tripay it
permission of the agent to the Goys
or the prescribed authori ty priop ;
3-2-1970.

TNment
o
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MONEYLENDERS REGULATION:

andhra pPradesh (Scheduled Areas) lMoneylenders
Regulation 1960 extends to the whols of the Scheduled
Areas of Andhra Pradesh. The main a2im of this
Regulstion is to control the moneylending and save the
tribals from unscrupulous ﬁoneylenﬁers. Under this
Regulation, 1icence has to be obtained by the Money-

lender Pawn Broker from proper authority:-

Under section (2) sub-caluse (10) 'Loan'
means an advance of moﬁey or articles, goods or
materials for interest, and includes any transaction
which the court finds in gubstance to amount to such

an advance but doesg not include,

According to section 2 Sub-clause (11) of this
regulation "Money-lender” means a person who advances
loans and includes a mandy merchant, a land-lord
including grain as 'Namu' to his farm servant and g
Pawn broker, but does not include a bank, cOmpany
or Cooperative society and the expression moneylending

shall be construed accordingly.

The rate of interest to be charged on security

and non-security loans is discussed under section (7)

Sub-clause (1)«
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No moneylender shall cherge interest on any

1oan adyanco™ Oon a pledge at a rate exceeding,

(a) . Nine and three eight per cent per annum
simple interest, where the amount of the loan does not

exceed twenty five repees: and

(p) gix and a quarter per cent per annum simple
interest, where the amount of the loan exceeds twenty

five rupees.

No moneylender shall charge interest op any
1oan advanced otherwise than on a pledge, at g pgte

exceeding.

(2) Nine per cent per annum simple interest,

where the loan is secured; and

() Twelve per cent per anmum simple intep gt
]

where the loan is not secureds;

5 moneylender may demand and take frop the

gebtor such charges 3s may be prescribed,

A moneylender shall not demand op B
LTOnm
the debtor any interest in excess of that Dayable o
! er

syt sections (1) and (2) or any charges, 1ip pon e
0

that prescribed under sub=section (4)
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The number of cases booked and disposed of

under this Regulation during the year 1971-72 are given

belows
No.of cases No.of cases
booked disposed.
1, Srikakulam 1169 84
2, Visakhapatnam 8 8
3. West Godavari 4 4
4. Khammam 2 1
5. Warangal 46 2l
6. Adilabad 3 3
7« Mababoobnagar 4 i i
1236 181

e i e i e, 3 i e S S

:he f=igures .indicate that only limited
number of cases are disposed off, Inspite of the
provisions of this Regulation, Moneylending has been
taking place on an unprecedented scale at exhorbitant

rates of interest in Scheduled areas.

DEBT RELIEF REGULATION: This Regulation came into

force in the year 1960 for'relieving the indehtedness

of tribals in scheduled areas.

According to Section (8) sub-clause
(2) "Debts incurred on or after the st Janvary,1951
shall be



Scaled down in the following manner:
"Interest shall be calculated upto
the commencement of this regulation
at five per cent peTr annum simple
interest or at the rate applicable

" +0 the debt under the law, custom
or contract or the decree or order
of a court under which it arises,
whichever is less,; Credit shall be
given for all sums paid towards
iﬁterest and only such amount, if
any, as is found outstarding towards
interest so calculated shall be pay-
able together with the principal

gmount or such portion of it as is due",

To implement this regulation Special
Deputy Tahsildars were appointed in the Agency Areas.
The main duty of Special Deputy Tahsildar is to
obtain applicationm from the tribals and apply on
behalf of the tribals under section (2) of the
regulation to the Agency Civil Courts for scaling
down of the debts incurred by the Tribals. The

progress of work in some of the surveyed districts

during this year 1971-72 is as follows:
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SRIKAKULAM

o ————

0015 cases WeTre vooked involving an amount
of.Rs. 4,62,701. 1759 cases Were £iled in the agency
Munsif.Court. So far in 183 cases debts were scaled
down. TIhe total amount of debt sO called down Was

Rsg. 51,410 There are still 056 cases to be filed

in the Agency Munsiffs Court.

VISAKHAPATNAM

___.___..———_"_-—

In Chintapalll Téluk 168 case$ WeTe booked
and the amount jnvolved 1s Bsely 75y 739 A1l these
céses were disposed in favour of tribals. The total
amount scaled down in 168 cases was . 49,390, In
paderu Taluk of Visakhapatnam district 948 cases were
booked, out of which 928 cases were disposed of invol=-

ving an amount of . 1,564,698

WEST GODAVART

In Polavaram taluk 276 cases Were booked
under debt Relief regulatlon jnvolving an amount of
Rse 93,500. 91 cases WeTre disposed of to the tune of
Rso 496700 Qut of 31 cases, o] cases were in favour

of tribals.

On the whole, Debt Relief Regulation has

been proved beneficial to the tribals. The immediate
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benefit to the tribal lies in the fact that moneylenders
conld not obtaln civil court decree and recover debts
by coerclve process. However, the regulation has not
succeded in solving the problem. Firstly, it is
applicable to scheduled Areas only. Secondly most of
the moneylenders have not come to the court and the
tribal continues to pay the debt because he considers
it as his moral responsibllity. He also understangs

tnat he has to depend upon the moneylenders for his

future ecred-it needs.

The spl.Dy.Tahsildars should have the power to
arrest for search- warrant authbrity to go to creditor
in case he fails to attend the court after 1ssuing
summons. Lhere is mo provision in the present act for

the spl.Dy.Tahsildars £o flle a suit op call for
0

attachment when the creditor or qebtop fails 40 gt .
attend

the court. If the Creditor failg 4o attend th
e

court, the case will be kept pending o
T dismissed, T
« There

shouyld be provision for these Spl.Dy Tahsilg
H ars to

take action against them like other Magsgipqs
a e,

) T
present act should be modified gq a8 to enap) 3
e the

Spl.DyaTahsilsars to proceed and to £1le g
Sult against

the creditor for his absence at the court
and fyrg

to check the Account Books of ghe Creditoy her
]

The protective Regulationg could bpy
n
benefits to tribals but much hag tq Pl
e
quper'implemeﬁtation. in their

& substantig]

'.‘jl
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CHAPTER. VII.
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

DESPITE the recognition accorded to the
Problem of indebtedness, it continues to cause concern
to Governmept.- The indebtedness of the tribals owing
to the traditional moneylending system is a living
canker thet hes esten into the vitals of the gconomic
life of the tribals. The reasons for its continuance .

are more than one.

The study reveals that 62.6% of the
households sre indebted. The average indebtedness
of a tribel household is Rs. 654.,01. It is the
highest in oagate Tribe and lowest in lukhes Dera tribe.
The average indebtedness in Yérukula, Yenadi and
Sugeli region is highest (K. 945-59) and lowest in
Chenchu region (Bs.295.45). The iﬁdebtedness of
a trival household in Savara region is K., 559.86.,

region

followed by koya/where it is k. 517-~27. % 18
" 5. 358.83 in Gond region, |

The me jor agencies catering to the credit

needs of the tribels ore moneylenders, cooperatives



o TR

(Girijan Cooperative Corporation) and landlords.

The Btudy unfolds thet out of the total number of
indebtéd tribal households, as many as 42.59% received
isané from moneylenders/sowcars. 35.38% of the
fribai households aré borrowing loans from the
cooperative Sectors of which 95% have received

credit from Girijan Cooperative CdTpOTation Ltd.,

2] .36% of the households have borrowed from landlords,
The modus operandi of landlords is more or legg the.
same as that of moneylenders. A few householdg

are borrowing loegns from Samithi Office, Taluk

Office and Banks. The traditional moneylenderg

are still having a strangle hold over the tribal
economy. With the introduction of Girijan
Ceoperative Corporétion, tribals are getting Some
relief from the age-old exploitation of moneylendersg
Sowcarg/traders. While the Glrljen COTPOration

has been able to bring some tangible results ipn

some areas of Srikakulam, ’Jisakhapatnams and West
Godavari, the role of moneylender is stiy] unabateq

in Adilabad and the plains areas.

The important purposes for whicp e
31

borrow are agricultural operations, family Sates
en-

ance, performance of socigl and religioyg sir
nj
S
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and miscellsneous purposes such &s redemption of
0ld debt, purchase of cattle, ete, It is noticed
thet some of the households are borrowing for more
than one purpose. Large proportion of housecholds
(?i.55ﬁ) are borrowing for family meintenance and
for performing social and religious ceremonies.
Further, it is observed that there is diversion of
loan from productive purposes to unproductive
pUYPOSES.

The study reveals that the tribal economy
is based on egriculture sector as 89.37% of the
working population depend upon it. Out of 1196
households surveyed, 72.58% are having lands and

26.42% are landless. The size of operational holding

of the tribal is 6.25 acres which is uneconomic.
The study further reveals that the amount of debt
is directly proportional to the size of holding.

The size of the tribal household is found
to be 4.94. The size of the indebted &and non=-
indebted trib2l household is 5.18 ard 4.42,
respectively. The size of the indebted houschold
is larger than the non-indebted household which

is also responsible for indebtedness.



- 120 -

The study reveals that 61.48% of the popula-

tion srTe earning members and the average income of a
nousehold is . 1085/~ per annum. The average income
;of the indebted nousehold is B. 1154/~ while it is

. 967/- in the case of non-indebted household. The
ipcome from agricultural sector 1s the highest

a2 ccounting for 73,828% of the total income. Most of the
indebted nouseholds are deriving the meximum income
from agriculture while the non-indebted households

are depending on agricultural lebour. Next to
agriculture, forest is an important source of 1ivelj-
hood for tribals. The income from forest supplements
the meagre income which they derive from agricultyre,
In the plains 8reas, t?ibals supplement thelr inegpe
from agriculture through their traditional OCcupatig
namely cattle rearing, pig rearing, mat weaving ang ns,

fishing. They also work as lerbourers in tobaccq

industryv.

The expenditure of 2 tribal householg is
i, 1226/-. An important item of expemditure of 4.
tribal nousehold is food. Tribals heve the habit
of spending heavily on soeiel end veligions Ceremon
In plains aress the expenditure on this itep i i les,
high when compared with scheduled ares becauge the_
gsed to observe not only their festivalg pyyg e ¥

Hindu festivals.
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Out of the 1196 households surveyed 886 are
deficit ( 74.08%). Only 25.92% of them are surplus
househelds. It is observed that sven among the

surpius households, the surplus is marginal.

There is an urge among the tribals for
acquiring material wealth such 2s nossession of
metalic utensils, trunks, bicycles, cots, etc. This
is attributable to the fect of their getting more and
more in touch with the plains people. Dress and
decoration have tremendous c¢ffect on the life and
culture of tribals. The traditionzl wey of wearing
dresses is fast vanishing in the younger generation.
Tribals are seen purchasing the ready made germents,
dresses and blankets. The older generation is still

following their traditionsl w2y of dressing.

Tribals 2re heavily addicted to drinking.
It is observed from the study that they are svending
9.,45% of their income on intoxicents. Ligquor is inevi=-
. table in celebrating socizl and religious ceremonies.
The celebretion of any socisl ceremony or festival
is not complete without liguor, In summer season,
they consume toddy as part of their food. Tobacco,

beedics and leaf pipes are widely consumed by tribval

men and women.
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Traditional Pancheyats still play a vital
role in maintaining the sociel order of the society,
Generally esch village will be having Kula Panchayat,
Each Kule Penchayat will have a3 head generally known
s Kula Pedda. _The‘decision'of Kula Pedda is fipaj.
Any social disorder will be deciced by the Kula
panchayat. Fines will be imposed against the persons
who go against the moral code of conduct op otherwise
they will be out castéd from the society. Tribalsg
pay the fines which are imposed by the Kula Panchayatg

even by borrowing.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The problem of indebtedness hag tq e v
ed

in two ways; one, by controlling the exDlOitation 0

moneylenders/sowcars to the extent possiple and
secondly by improving the economic conditions of

tribals.

A multi-pronged strategy has to be adépteg
to strengthen the trib2l economy and to reduce R
burden of indebtedness to 2 tribal by eliminating
exploitation of non-tribel monevlenders to the 18 X1 mypy
extent. This can be done by undertaking SUitable
mea sures in the fields of credit, cooperatigy

i ? SConopj o
development programmes etc., which are diScuss
ed bel(Jwg
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The policy of &8 single agency for channelisa~
tion of credit hes to be decided in the light of the
existing conditions in tribel éreas. Too many
agencies for supply of credit will confuse the tribal
who is illiterste, honest and simple. A single
agency which has been dealing with the day~to-day
economic activities of tribels has to be recognised
and strengthened for chamnelisation of credit. The
Girijen Cooperstive Corporstion which has been dealing
with day-to-day economic sctivities of tribals such
as purchases, sales and msrketing of agricultural and
minor forest produce will be in an adventageous
position to deal with the supply of credit to tribals.
The cooperetive societies in tribsl areas are mostly
defuntt. The Girijan Cooperative Corporation is the
only corporation which cen link up credit with marke-
ting, In view of this, Girijan Cooperative Corpora-
tion Ix xk should be recognised as a single agency

which can pump agro-credit in the tribal areas.

To enable the Girijan Cooper~tive Corporntion
to play its effective role 2s a credit agency, it
should be endowed with monopoly rights over the
procur ement of agricultural produce to reduce the

purden of debt and eliminote exploitation of money-

lenderse.
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The Girijan Cooperative Corporation has to

- cover the tribels living in Scheduled and pleins
ayeas and 1ssu€ 1oans both for productive and non-
produCtiV@ purposes such as socirl and religious
ceremonies, family meinten2rnce etc. This step would
go 2 1éng way in elimin-ting the exploitation of non-
tribelse. In the cese of ‘productive and non-productive
1oens, the kind component should be increased to 3/4
so 28 to'force the tribal to make use of the loan for

specific purpose for which it is borrowed.

In the absence of survey and settlement in
tribal areas, the tribal is not in a position to offer
11and' as a gecurity for the loan. It is therefore
imperative to issue lo2ns on the security of the
oxisting crops in his field and the minor foregt
produce prought by him to the shendy so as to enap)e
pim to improve his economic conditions. Further,
imeieW'Of the poverty of tribals and on_humanitarian

greunds, the rate of interest on lofns should
e

reduced to the minimume.

Longterm credit needs of tribals pay
- e to

be met by the Primary Land Mortgage Boanks gip,
Girijen Cooperstive Corporation cam-ot ungerts)
8ke

this activity in view of its objectives, Ste
Steps
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are to be undertalten to establish Primery Land Mortgage
Banks in the tribsl areas to provide long term credit

to tribais.

On an experimental basis, short~term and
medium~term credit facilities to tribals should be
provided on = large scele in on identified well knit
group of villages on the model of a scheme of
errdication of Palemodi svstem in Maharashtra. There
should be strict supervision regarding the utilisation
of los#ng. If trhis is proved successful it can be

extended to all the tribal areas.

The regulrtions viz., Land Transfer Regulation,
loney Lenders Regulstion and Debt Relie” Regulation
enacted by the Government for the protection of tribals
from economic exploitation by Moneyvlenders, Sowcars
and traders are applicable to Scheduled Areas only.

But & good proportion of tribals are inhabiting outside
the Scheduled Area. There is urgent need to extend
these regulatio—ns to the tribals living outside
Scheduled Areas. Even in the Seheduled Districts a
considerable populstion is not being tenefitted by
these regulations. The existing special mechinery
which is implementing these regulations should be
strengthened fto implement the Regulations more

effectively.
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The Special Deputy Tahsildarp shoulg have the
pover to issue search and arrest Werrant agsjingt g

creditor who fails to attend the court after Teceiving

the summons. Debt redumption has tq be taken up by

Government in certain genuine S8 SSSRENI T the repayment

of uebt is not done within a pPeriod of 25 years,

There should be extensive PTropaganga Tegarding

the present Regulations throygh film shoysg 50 a5 1

enable the tribals to grasp the COTTect igeq and tq

know the evil effects of inqebtedness. The Voluntary

Orgenisations should educate the People aboyt their

previleges so as to emable the tribals tq understand

the role of moneylenders. Further Voluntary
Organisations should pursue and undertake Propaganda

to reduce the unproductive expendityre among triba
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should be intensified in the tribal areas. The
development of Secondary and tertiary sectors should
21so be emphasised along with the intensification

of activities under Primery sector. ©OSmall and Marginal
tribal farmers have to be given first preference in
development activities. BEffective steps are to be
taken to ensure that fruits of development are

enjoyed by the tribals in tribal areas.
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