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HISTORYOFTRADITIONALAGRICULTURALPRACTICES:ASTUDYOFTHEGALOS

OFARUNACHALPRADESH.

Chapter-1

Introduction

TheLand

ArunachalPradesh was known as the North-East

FrontierAgency(NEFA)till1972.On21stJanuary1972,theterritory

wasconstitutedintotheUnion-TerritoryofArunachalPradeshunder

theProvisionsofsection7ofNorth-EasternAreasRe-organizationact

1971andceasedtobeatribalareawithinthestateofAssam.1Inthe

sameyeartheareawasrenamedasArunachalPradeshanditbecame

afull-fledgedstateonFebruary20,1987.2Itissituatedintheextreme

NortheasttipofIndia,lyingbetween26.28’and29.30’northlatitudes

and90.30’and97.30’eastlongitude.3 Thetotalareaissaidtocover

83,743sq.Kms.4

ArunachalPradesh hasapopulation of1,382,611 of

whichmaleare720,232andfemaleare662,379accordingto2011

census.ItisboundedbyBhutanonthewest,ChinaontheNorth,and

1 TheArunachalPradeshCodeVolume-I,GovernmentofArunachalPradeshLawand
JudicialDepartment,Itanagar,1982,p.ii.

2 ManoramaYearBook,1998,p.613.
3 StateGazetteerofArunachalPradesh,Volume-I,GovernmentofArunachalPradesh

GazetteersDepartment,Itanagar,2010,p.3.
4 Bose,M.L,HistoryofArunachalPradesh,ConceptPublication,NewDelhi,1979,p.1.
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North-East,Burma(Myanmar)ontheEastandthestatesofAssam and

NagalandonitsSouth.5

ArunachalPradeshisthelargeststatearea-wiseinthe

North-Eastregion,evenlargerthanAssam whichisthemostpopulous.

ArunachalPradeshwhichwasknownasthenorthernfrontierofAssam

duringcolonialrulewasnamedthenortheastfrontiertractsin1912,

whichtheadministrativeapparatuscentredinthefoothills.Initiallythe

regioncomprisedoffivedivisionsin1947.In1954theBaliparaFrontier

TractwasbifurcatedintoKamengFrontierDivision,SubansiriFrontier

Division,AborhillsdistrictwasrenamedSiangFrontierDivision,Mishmi

HillsDistrictwasrenamedLohitFrontierDivision,andTirapFrontier

TactwasrenamedTirapFrontierDivision.6 Theirheadquarterswere

theBomdila,Ziro,Along,Tezu,andKhela.In1980,thedistrictwas

recognizedfrom fivetoninedividingKameng,Subansiri,andLohitinto

each.Againthesedistrictswerefartherrecognizedbydividingthe

districtofKameng,Subansiri,SiangintothreeandLohitintotwo.Now,

presentlythereareseventeendistrictsinArunachalPradesh.

Predominatelythestateisinhabitedby26majortribes

and more than 110 minortribeswith theircolourfultradition and

culturalpractices,accordingtothereportofDirectorofEconomicand

Statistics,2001 GovernmentofArunachalPradesh.Geographical

5 Elwin,Verrier,APhilosophyForNEFA,Shillong,1964,p.5.
6 StateGazetterofArunachalPradesh,op.cit.,p.ii.
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variationthatistemperatureandrainfallhighlyinfluencedthecultureof

the tribes.Monpas,Sherdukpens,Dammai(Mijis),Akas,Buguns

(Khoas),Sajalongs(Sulungs),Bangnis,Nyisi,Tagins,HillMiris(Nyishi)

now theywereofficiallyconsolidatedwithclosestethnicneighbours,

theNyishi in1998,Apatanis,Adis,Galos,Membas,Khambas,Mishmis,

Khamptis,Singpos,Wanchos,TangsasandNocteareamongthemajor

tribesofArunachalPradesh.

Religion

Religionisahumanactivitythatcanbeeasilyaccepted

onlywithintheframeworkofrealitythatitcreatesforitself.Ifyou

accepttheexistenceofwhatevermyth,god,spirit,orsupernatural

forcethatareligionproposes,thenyoucanseethelogicofallthat

follows.However,mostoftheentities,godorwhatever,thatarethe

basis ofreligious thoughtand action cannothave theirexistence

validatedbydirectobservation.7

Indigenous religions are the majority ofthe world's

religions.Theyareasdiverseasthelanguagesspoken,themusic

made,and themeansofsubsistenceemployed bythemanyand

variouspeoplewholivethem inawidevarietyofenvironments,inall

continentsoftheearth.8Religionsarefarfrom static,theychangelike

everything elsein thisworld.Indigenousreligionsareco-operative

7 W.Dow,James,AscientificDefinitionofReligion,IssnPublication,London,2007,p.2.
8 Harvey,Graham,IndigenousReligionsaCompanion,CassellLondonandNewYork,

2000,p.3.
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activitiesinwhichindividualsoftenhaveconsiderablefreedom.9

The religion and culture ofthe tribes ofarunachal

Pradeshisofgreatvarietyandconsistofbeliefs,ideasandfaiths

which are profound,and complex.The people ofthe North-East

Frontierarenoexception;theyalsohavedevelopedasupernatural

worldtobrightenthestarkrealitiesoflife.Theybelieveinaworldof

goodandevilspiritshoveringintheairaboutthem andontheearth

below andlongtoappeaseenmityorenlisttheaidofthesesecret

powersbysacrifices.10

TheindigenousfaithofarunachalPradeshisdefinedin

theArunachalPradeshfreedom ofreligionAct1978.Accordingtothis

Actindigenousfaithmeans“suchreligiousbeliefandpracticeincluding

rites,rituals,festival,observance,performance,and abstinence,

performedbytheindigenouscommunitiesofArunachalPradesh.11

The majority tribes of ArunachalPradesh profess

shamanism oreitheranimism,astheirreligiousfaith.Allindigenous

faiths,beliefspracticewhicharefoundamongthetribes,constitute

theirreligion.The mostofthe tribalcommunities believe in the

existenceofspirits,givedifferentnamestothem andworshipthem in

9 Ibid,p.xi.
10 Bose,M.L.,op.cit.,p.35.
11 ArunachalPradeshFreedom ofReligionAct,(No.4),GovernmentofArunachalPradesh,

Itanagar,1978,p.3.
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theirowndistinctway.12TheAdis,GalosofSiang,theAkas,Mijisand

KhowasofKameng,theNyishiofSubansiri,theApatanisoflower

Subansiri,theTaginsofUpperSubansiri,theMishmisofLohitandthe

Singphos,Noctes,WanchosandTangsasofTirapbelieveinanumber

ofheavenlyspiritsandoffersacrificestopropitiatethem.

TheAdis,Galos,Boris,BokarsofSiang,theNyishisof

Subansiri,theApatanisofLowerSubansiri,Tagin,andHillMiris(Nyishi)

ofuppersubansiribelieveintheconceptofDonyi(sun)andPolo

(moon),calleddonyi-polointheirlocaldialect.Tagin,andHillMiris

(Nyishi)ofUpperSubansirialsobelieveintheconceptofsunandthe

earthandtheyalsoworshiptheSi(motherearth)andDonyi(sun),

calledSi-Donyiintheirlocaldialect.TheyregardDonyi-Poloastheir

guardianangel,creatorandsupremegod.

Buddhism isoneofthemajorreligionsinArunachal

Pradesh.The Monpas,sherdukpens,khambas,and the Membas,

MeyorsandNahsprofesstheMahayanaform ofBuddhism.Khamptis

followHinayanaBuddhism whichtheybroughtwiththem from Khampti

Long.13 SingphosandTikhaktangsasarealsofollowersofHinayana

form ofBuddhism.

TraceofBrahmanicalreligionthatisShaktism,Shaivism

andVaishnaviam isalsonoticedinsomepartofArunachalPradesh.

12 Dubey,Sanjay,DynemicsofTribalLocalPolityandPanchayatRajinArunachalPradesh,
PioneerBook,NewDelhi,1991,p.19.

13Dubey,Sanjay,op.cit.,p.35.
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Vaishnavism reached the Nocte ofTirap bythe eighteen century

throughtheeffortofthefollowerofSankaraDevaofAssam.14Nocte

andWanchoTribearegreatlyinfluencedbytheVaishnavism.

Political

AllthetribesofArunachalPradeshhadowntraditional

socio-political organisation which governed the life within the

communityaccordingtothetraditionallaws.Eachcommunityevolved

its own politicalinstitution.Generallyvillage councilofArunachal

Pradeshisusuallyclassifiedintofivedifferentcategoriestheyare:

(i) TheAdi,Galos,Akasrepublictypewherethevillagesolidarity

wasstrongerthantheclanortribeloyalty.

(ii) The Nocte,Wancho,Singphos,Tangsas,type were one

paramountchiefhadanumberofvillageswithsubordinate

chiefsunderhim.

(iii) The individualistic Mishmi and Nyishi type where the

householdandtheclanformedthebasisofaunit.

(iv) TheMonpa,SherdukpensandKhamptistheocracy,wherea

numberofvillages,whowereautonomousininternalaffairs

wereknittogetherunderthetheocraticruleofamonastic

authority,and

14S.K.,Chaube,HillPoliticsinNorth-EastIndia,OrientLongman,NewDelhi,1999,p.2.
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(v) TheApatanistypewherealargevillagewassegmentedinto

clansector,eachadministeredbyitsownclancouncil.15

Therefore,politicallifeofthetribalpeopleplaysan

importantroleintheirsocietieswhichhelpthem inmaintainingpeace

andjusticeinthesociety.Thesecouncilsmayvaryfrom tribetotribein

composition,powersandprivileges,buttheyhavecertainfeaturesin

common.Theyarealltimehonouredpoliticalinstitutionderivingtheir

authorityfrom traditions.16Allcouncilareinformalincharacter,andit

constituted by the elderly,respected and influentialperson.This

politicalinstitution had a greatimpacton the functioning ofthe

indigenouspoliticalinstitution.

Language

ThelanguagesspokenbythetribesoftheNorth-East

Frontierrevealdiversityoforigin ratherthan confirm the unityof

origin.17 AccordingtotheGriersonlinguisticclassifications,anumber

oflanguagespokeninArunachalPradeshfrom theWestKameng

districttotheLohitdistrictareputtogetherundertheNorthAssam

groupofTibeto-Burmanspeechfamily.Thisaffiliationisobviously

15 Pandey,Deepak,HistoryofArunachalPradesh(Earliertimesto1972A.D),
BaniMandir,Pasighat,2012,p.212.

16GazetteerofEast&WestSiangDistrict,GovernmentofArunachalPradesh,Guwahati,
1994,p.253.

17 Bose,M.L.,op.cit.,p.21.
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geographicalratherthanphilological.18

TheMonpas,theSherdukpens(extraBhutan-Bhutias),

the Khambas and the Membas immigrants from Khams)speak

languageoftheTibeto-HimalayangroupoftheTibeto-Burmanfamily.19

TheAkas,Nyishi,Tagins,Sulungs,Mijis,Galos,Adis,and Mishmis

speaklanguagesoftheNorthAssam group oftheTibeto-Burman

family.TheKhamptisspeakalanguageoftheTaigroupofChinese-

Siamesefamily.TheSingphosspeakalanguageoftheKachingroupof

the Tibeto- Burman family,and the Nocte,the Tangsas and

theWanchos(Naga)speaklanguageoftheNagagroupoftheTibeto-

Burmanfamily.20Thus,thereareatleasttwofamiliesandfourgroups

oflanguagesprevalentinthearea.21

AlmostallthetribeexceptKhamptisandMonpasare

withoutanyscript.Buttheyarerichinoralliterature.TheKhamptisand

theMonpashavescripts.TheKhamptisfollowstheTaiscriptwhilethe

MonpasfollowtheTibetanscript.

Economy

TheeconomiclifeofthepeopleofArunachalPradeshis

largely depends on its physicaland topographicalfeatures.In

18 GazetteerofEast&WestSiangDistrict,op.cit.,p.74.
19 Grierson,G.A.,LinguisticSurveyofIndia,ASummeryVolumeiii,Vishveshvaranand

Institute,Calcutta,1976,p.136.
20 Ibid.,p.499.
21 Bose,M.L.,op.cit.,p.21.



9

ArunachaltherainfallisheavyexceptintheNorth-EastofKameng

districtwithanaverageofmorethan100inchesperannum.22 This

madetheeconomyoftheArunachalPradeshverymuchdependenton

agriculture,whichissupplementedbyhunting,gatheringandfishing.

ArunachaPradeshisanagrarianeconomyasmajority

ofthe population is engaged in agriculture.People ofArunachal

Pradeshpracticestwotypesofagriculturesedentarycultivation(i.e.

wetrice and terraced cultivation in the valleysection)and jhum

cultivationorshiftingcultivationinthehillsandmountainoussectionof

theregions.Inthis,apatchoflandintheforestisclearedbycutting

downtheundergrowthandfellingthetreeswhichwhendried,was

burnt.Cropswereraisedfor twotothreeyears,dependingonthe

retentionofthefertilitybythesoil.Thefallowperiodisminimum sixto

seven.Inthisperiodsoilisleftfallowtorecoveritsfertility.

Earliermostofthetribesweredependonshifting

cultivation,andtheonlytribeinentireArunachalPradeshwhich

pursuewetricecultivationmethodofagricultureistheApatani

tribesettledintheSubansiridistrict.23 TheApataniswithahighly

developedvalleycultivationofriceperfectedovercenturieshas

oftenbeensuggestedtobeoneoftherelativelyadvancedtribal

societiesinthe North-Easternregion of India.Theyhadbeen

practisingwetricecultivationorterracericecultivationwiththeir

22 Bose,M.L.,op.cit.,p.30.
23Pandey,Deepak,op.cit.,p.138.
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traditionalirrigationsystem sincelongtime.

The Monpas,Khambas,Membas and Sherdukpens

practiceterracecultivationandtheygenerallypracticedmixedtypeof

agriculture.

Themaincropsarepaddy,maize,millet,tapioca,ginger,

andvegetablesofdifferentvarietiesaregrownbythem.Besidesthis

Mithun (Bos-Frontalis),occupytheplaceofthemostvaluable

animalamongtheGalosaswellasunderTanigroupsofpeopleof

ArunachalPradesh.

Theterritoryhasaveryrichtraditionofutilitariancrafts.

Itconstitutesanotherimportantpartofspecialisedeconomyofthe

peopleofarunachalPradesh.ItisaheritageMonpas,Adis,Mishmis,

Khamptisand Wanchosareamong those,known fortheirskillin

utilitariancrafts.ThePadams,Minyongs,Mishmisskilfulweaver.24The

Monpasarefamousformakingshawlsandcoatwithvarietyofstyle

andSherdukpensfortheirdesignedbags.

Anothersourceofeconomyistrade.Thereexistedin

earlytimesaregularintercourseoftradebetweenvarioustribesof

ArunachalPradesh,andthetradingcommunityofAssam andTibet.25

Tradewasbasedonage-oldcustom andtradition.Earliertradewas

basedonbartersystem,wherepeopleexchangegoodsforothergoods.

Fourtypes oftrade were existed among the tribes ofArunachal

24Ibid.,p.145
25StateGazetteerofArunachalPradesh,op.cit.,p.336.
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Pradesh,thatis,inter-villagetrade,intra-villagetrade,inter-tribetrade,

andcrossbordertradeincludingbothneighbouringstateandcountry.

TribalpeopleofArunachalPradeshhadcrossborder

traderelationwiththeneighbouringcountrieslikeBhutan,Tibet.They

alsohadflourishingtradewiththeneighbouringstateofAssam.For

instancetheApataniproducedsurplusricewhichtheytradedforsalt

suppliedbytheNyishi,whogotitfrom theplainandforsurpluscotton

producedbytheAdis.TheMishmis,Zakhrings,Boris,Bokars,Pailibos,

Sherdukpens,Monpas,Membas,Khambas,Galos and Meyors had

traderelationwithTibet.EarliertheMishmisarekeentrader,who

activelybusyinthetrade.TheAkas,Monpas hadtraderelationwith

Bhutan.TheAkasarefamousforinter-villagetradeandtheyusedto

exchangetheirgoodsforslavefrom Nyishis.Mishmis,Sherdukpens,

Adis,Akas,Galos alsohadatraderelationwithAssam.Musk,animal

skin,antler,rice,Mishmi-Teeta,dye,beadsetc,are someofthe

productscarriedbythetribalpeopleofArunachalPradeshfortrade

andtheyusuallyexchangedtheseproductforTibetanrocksalt,sword,

cloth,etc.Tradeisanotherfactorwhichaffectstheirlivelihoodanditis

alsooneofthesourcesoftheincomegeneration.

Flora&Fauna
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ArunachalPradeshisoneofthebotanicallylittleknown

areaofourcountry.Itisentirelymountainousexceptfornarrowstripof

plain land,situated adjoining to the state ofAssam.26 There are

varieties of flora along with the variation of altitude. Unique

geographicalpositionanddivergenceofclimategiverisetovarietiesof

vegetationinthestate.Basedontheclimaticconditionsandaltitude

thevegetationofArunachalPradeshcanbebroadlybeclassifiedinto

fivemajortypes.27 Thefivemainforest/vegetationtypes,viz.The

tropicalforest,subtropicalforest,pineforest,temperateforestand

alpineforest.28

TherearedifferentspeciesandsizeoftreeslikeBola,

Tita-Champa,Hollock,Khokan,Makahi,Simuletc and enormous

varietiesofbambooandcanearefound,particularlyinthefoothillbelt.

Thedifferentvarietiesoforchidsarefoundinthestate.

ThefaunaofArunachalPradeshisrichandvaried.It

includessomerarespeciesofwildanimalsliketiger,leopard,elephant,

black Panther,Himalayan black bear,Hillock Gibbon,black dear,

barkingdeer,redpandas,monkey,cat,wildbuffalo,goatandMithun

etc.Inthestate,differentvarietiesofbirdsarealsofound,likeHornbill,

peacock,pheasant,waterbirdsandso,on.

26StateGazetteerofArunachalPradesh,op.cit.,p.34.
27Ibid.,p.35-36.
28Ibid.,p.36.
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Climate

ClimateinArunachalPradeshshowsdifferentfeatures

owingtothedifferenceinthetopographyandaltitudeoftheland.The

climateinArunachalPradeshrangesfrom sub-tropicaltotemperate

depending on the altitude ofthe land.Talking aboutclimate of

ArunachalPradesh,itcanbesaidthattheregionsinthelowerbeltsof

ArunachalPradeshexperienceshotandhumidclimate.Themaximum

temperature thatmarks the climate ofthe foothills in Arunachal

Pradeshis40°c(duringsummer).Theaveragetemperatureinthis

regioninwinterrangesfrom 15°to21°c.Duringthemonsoon,the

temperatureinthisregionisbetween22°to30°c.Theareasaround

themiddlebeltofArunachalPradesharecooler.Themiddlebeltin

ArunachalPradeshexperiencesmicro-thermalclimate.

Moreover,ArunachalPradeshpossessesalpineclimate

inthehigheraltitudesofthestate.ThehigherregionsofArunachal

Pradesh witnesssnowfallduring thewinter.Thesnowfalland the

Alpineclimateof ArunachalPradeshlargelydrawtouristsfrom

thedifferentpartsoftheworldtotourwithintheterritoryofArunachal

Pradesh.AnotherdistinctfeatureoftheclimateatArunachalPradesh

israinfall.In fact,ArunachalPradesh experiencesa heavyrainfall

duringMaytoSeptember.TheaveragerainfallrecordedinArunachal

Pradeshis300centimetres.TherainfallinArunachalPradeshvaries

between450centimetresto80centimetres.
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Thepeople

ArunachalPradeshitspeopleofdiverserace,habitand

culturepresentapictureofgreatvariety,theaboriginalpeopleofthe

highlandareknowntothepeopleoftheouterworldsasthe‘tribes

men’.Thedifferencebetweenthetribesismarkedfortheirvariationsin

racialaffinities,intheircustoms,usageandinstitutionwhicheven

makedifferencebetweenclaninthesametribe.29

TheGalosarenowoneofthemajortribesofArunachal

Pradesh.Othernames which have been used bythe British and

AssamesetorefertheGalosinthepastincludesDuba, Doba,Dobah

Abor, Gallong Abor, Galong, Gallong Adi,etc.In 1950 the tribes of

ArunachalPradesharelistedasscheduledtribeintheConstitutionof

IndiaunderthestateofAssam (ScheduledTribe)Order1950,Partxviii.

30SubsequentlybytheNorthEasternarea(re-organization)Act,1971,

theGalocommunityofwaslistedasScheduledTribeofArunachal

Pradesh.Itmaybementionedherethattill2011,thewordGalowas

erroneouslyrecordedasGallongorGalong,whichwasadistorted

versionoftheoriginalwordGalo.InordertochangethewordGallong

intoGalo,abillwasintroducedintheParliamentonDecember7,2011

toAmendthePartxviiioftheOrderof1950(ScheduledTribe)ofthe

29StateGazetteerofArunachalPradesh,op.cit.,P.3.
30AmendmenttotheConstitution(ST)Order,1950,Part-XVIII.
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ConstitutionofIndia.Accordingly,theConstitutionalAmendmentAct

waspassedbytheParliamentinwhichthewordGalowassubstituted

inplaceofthewordGallongonDecember19,2011andonJanuary10,

2012thePresidentofIndiaassentedtotheAmendmentAct2012.

Accordingtothecensusof2011,WestSiangdistrict

consistsoftwentyonecirclesandcoversanareaofabout8,325km2

(approximately).Itliesroughlybetween93.57́-95.23́ Eastlongitude

and 27.36́-29.20́ North latitude.West Siang district with its

headquartersatAalo(Along)isboundedontheNorthbyChina,onits

EastbyEastSiang,onitsWestbytheUpperandLowerSubansiri

districtsofArunachalPradesh and on itssouth itisbounded by

LakhimpurdistrictofAssam.

The totalpopulation ofthe Galos for2011 is not

availablebuttheStatisticalDepartmenthaspresented theroughly

estimated total ScheduleTribePopulation ofWestSiang district,

accordingtowhichthepopulationofGalosis 84,376approximately,

distributedin260villagesof13circlesofdistrict.31 Theyinhabit

mostlyinWestSiangdistrictandsomepartsofEastSiangandUpper

SubansiriDistrict.TheareaofGalohabitationstartsintheWestwith

theSubansiririverandextendsuptotheSidoriver,alittlebeyondthe

SimenriverintheSouth-Easternpartofthedivision.Afewvillagesof

GalosarealsosituatedinthelowerSiyom valleyontherightbankof

31Extractcollectedfrom theStatisticalDepartmentofItanagar,on16/01/2014.
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theSiyom river.OnlytwoGalovillagesKambuandPayaareontheleft

bankoftheriverwhichisotherwisemainlyoccupiedbytheMinyongs

.32TheUpperSiyom valley,ontheleftbankisinhabitedbytheBoris.

TheNorthernandtheSouthernboundariesoftheGalo regionare

demarcatedbySiyom andtheBrahmaputrariver.IntheWestarethe

HillMiris(Nyishi)now theywereofficiallyconsolidatedwithclosest

ethnic neighbours,the Nyishi in 1998.In the north there are the

MinyongsandinthesoutharethevillagesofplainsMiris,dispersedin

theBrahmaputravalley.

TheGalosaredistributedoverlargeareasinWestSiang

andpartsofEastSiangandUpperSubansiridistrictsrespectively.They

arebelongto Tibeto-BurmanlinguisticgroupsandallGalosusedto

speaksamekindofdialecti.e.Galo,buttheirdialecthaveminortonal

modification.Almostallthe villages ofGalos are homogenous in

populationwhileJiniandSidohaveamixedvillagehavingboththe

Galo’sandtheMinyong’s.

Earlierthewordadiswhichisablanketterm formany

tribesliketheGalo, Minyong, Bokar, Bori,Palibos,Ramos,Pasi,

Padam,Shimong,Ashing,Milang,Karkoandsoon.ButnowtheGalos

arenotundertheAdiappellation.Aboristheformerappellationforthe

wordAdi,thenamecametobemoregenerallyusedduringtheAhom

32Riba,Tomo,TheTribalsandtheirChangingEnvironment:ACaseStudyofGalos
ofWestSiangDistrictArunachalPradesh,HimalayanPublishers,Itanagar,2003,p.32.
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periodofAssamesehistoryandbecameasubjectofresearchwhen

the people and the name came within the sphere ofWestern

inquisitiveness.ThewordissaidtobetheAssameseinorigin,the

derivativemeaningofthiswordis,therefore,onewhodoesnotsubmit

orownallegiance,toanybody,andithasbeenvariouslyexplainedas

barbarous,hostile,andsavage.33Thehill(Adis)peoplewithoutknowing

itsmeaningacceptedthisnameduringthecasualcontactswiththe

plainsmenandbeingignorantoftheirlanguagedidnotnoticeit.And

lateron,theyhavedevelopeddislikeforthewordAborbecauseit

meansunrulyorsavageand started calling themselvesasadi,in

preferencetotheirformerappellation.

RelationofAdiswiththeAhom andBritishState

Adiscameincontactwithahomsaftertheannexation

ofChutiya kingdom.The conquestand annexation ofthe Chutiya

kingdom bytheAhom duringthereignofSuhungmungin1523A.D.34

AlsotheappointmentofgovernorinSadiyaunderthetitleofSadiya

KhowaGohainbroughttheahom incontactwiththeadislivinginthe

Northernhill.AdisdidnothaveanytraditionalrighttoPosaandthey

alsopaidsometributestotheAhom kings.TheAhom grantedsome

concessiontotheAdi,notactuallyconcessionbutmererecognitionof

claim oftheAdisovertheMiris.IntheAssam Buranji,itisrecorded

33Roy,Sachin,op.cit.,p.2.
34Devi,L.,Ahom-TribalRelation:APoliticalStudy,Assam BookDepot,Gauhati,

1968,p.63.
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thatkingPratapSinghahadgivensomevillagestotheAdisforthe

cultivation ofpaddyand the Ryots who cultivated forAdis were

exempted from revenue payment to the Ahom authorities.

AftertheBritishcontrolofAssam,theAdisinitially

cameincontactwiththem during1825whenCaptainBedfordfirst

visitedapartofAdicountry.Theknowledgeacquiredbyhim remained

verylimited.FatherKrickvisited thesamepadam area sometime

beforeJanuary1854.35 Daltonvisitedthesamepadam areain1855.

TheBritishGovernmenttriedtoestablishatradingpostintheAdi

country.Andthenthefirstexpeditionwassentinconsequenceofa

raidonaBeeahvillagein1858,thenin1859,bothofthisexpedition

wasacompletefailure.In-between1860to1866agreementswere

signedformaintainpeacebetweenBritishandAdiinspiteofthis

agreements problems were going on between Adiand British.In

addition,theturningpointcamein1911whenMrNoelWilliamson

AssistantPoliticalOfficerandDr.GregorsonwentacrosstheBritish

jurisdictionandweremurderedbytheKebangAdisnearKomsingafter

whichanexpeditionwassentnextyearwhichestablishedtheBritish

authorityoverAdis.36

SociallifeoftheGalos

35Roy,Sachin,op.cit.,p.17.
36Bose,M.L.,op.cit.,p.81.
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TheGalossocietyispatriarchalinitsnature.37Theylive

injointfamiliesandmaintainedcongenialsocialrelationwiththeir

family,villageandalsowithdistantrelatives.Fatheristheheadofthe

houseandallthemajordecisionaretakenbyhim withproperconsent

ofherwife.Thepresenceofpolygamyisfoundinthesociety.

AmongtheGalos,almostallthesystem ofmarriage

suchasmonogamy,polygamy,exogamy,andpolygynyexistedinGalos

society.38 Earlier,exogamousmarriagewasdiscouraged.Tilltoday,

endogamousmarriagearenottoleratedandconsideredincestuous.

Thereisnostrictagelimitformarriage.Andseasonformarriageare

alwaystakenintoconsideration.39

In Galos society,marriage is a long process.Itis

performedintwowaysthatiswithoutMithunsacrificeandwithMithun

sacrifice.ThefirstoneisknownasLayapanditisthefirstmarriage

ceremonyperformedbytheboy’sparentswheretheacceptanceofthe

girlas a daughter-in-law is recognised.40 The Hobe-Panam is the

marriage where Mithun sacrifice is involved through a series of

activities.Itisnotcompulsorybutifthebothsidesareagreethenthis

marriage is performed.Italmosttakes a whole yearforfinal

preparationofHobe-panam,wherenumbersofritualsareperformed

37Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.53.
38Ibid.,p.44.
39Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment

Teacher,on11/08/2014.
40 Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.45.



20

likeHijan-panam whereclearingandfellingoftressisdone,andina

selected tree,Itee(ricepaste),Takee(ginger),Poka(ricebeer)is

sprinkled.41

Layapisverycompulsory;wherebridesarebringinthe

groom’shouse.Themarriageproposalismadefrom theboy’sside.

Earlierwhenarrangedmarriagewasverymuchprevalent,atthattime

thepriestiscalledtoseesuitablegirlorgirls.Itisdonethrougha

processofdivinationcalledRoksin-Koknam (examinationofchicken

liveroregg yolk).Ifthe men favouranygirl,then two ormore

middlemen are deployed to negotiate the proposalwith the girl’s

parentswithabasketofOpo(ricebeer/alcohol),fewdriedmeatand

fishandoneJera,avaluableclothforthegirl’smother.Ifthegirl’s

parents acceptthese items,the proposalis accepted.Afterthat

simultaneouslygivingandtakingstarts.

ThenthenextritualsisHitak-Tagnam inwhichspecial

tree Hich-PinyiiscutdownandthennextritualisOpo-Gejinam or

Nyib-Inam,inwhichgroom andsomerelativesusedtovisitbrides

housewithOpoandmeat.AfterthatOpo-Lignam andJet-Monam ritual

isdonefourfivedaysbeforeNyida(Hobe-Panam day),wherefivepigs

and manyfowls are being sacrificed.Afterthat Hobe-Panam is

performed where Mithuns are sacrificed,earlierrich people are

41 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on19/02/2014.
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sacrificingmanyMithunsjusttoshow theirsuperiorityinthesociety

butnow tenMithunisfixedforHogi(fortheproperdayofHobe-

Panam).AndonthenextdayRig-Aloritualsisperformed,inwhichItee

(ricepaste)issmearedovereachother’sface.Afterfinishingthelong

weddingritualscertaintaboosaretobeobservedbothbybrideand

groom andbythefamilymemberforayear.

Therearetwo typesofnegotiationsfora marriage

ceremonywhichisbasedonthebeads.42 TheyareDate-Nyidaand

Dame-Nyida. Date-Nyidaisdonewhengirlsparentarewillingto

giveLisum orLikarbeadstogroomsfamilyanditisveryexpensive.

Dame-NyidaislessexpensiveascomperetodateNyida,inthistypeof

NyidathereisabsenceofLisum orLikarbeadsandinsteadofLisum or

LikartenHurgen,oneHarbeads,oneDognebeadsisgiventogrooms

parents.

Certainbridepriceistobegivenfrom thegroom’sside

tothebride’sparentsandinreturnbride’sparentsalsohavetogive

somethinginreturnlikebrassplate,beadsandso,on.Mithunisused

asbridepricebecauseaccordingtotheGalosbeliefitisofequalcost

ashumanlife.

Kinship

AnthropologistRobin Fox states that“the study of

42Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on19/02/2014.
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kinshipisthestudyofwhatmandoeswiththesebasicfactsoflife;

mating,gestation,parenthood,socialization,sibilingshipetc”.Human

societyisunique,heargues,inthatweareworkingwithsameraw

materialas existin the animalworld,butcan conceptualize and

categorizeittosocialends.43 Inshortitistherelationshipbetween

membersofthesamefamily.Inordertounderstandasociety,itisvery

necessary to study kinship system.Kinship refers to the social

relationshipbetweenmembersofasocietyorbiologicalrelationship

betweenindividuals.

Kinshippatternsmaybeconsideredtoincludepeople

relatedbybothdescentandbymarriage.Humankinshiprelations

through marriage are commonly called affinalin contrastto the

relationshipsthatariseinonesgroupoforigin,whichmaybecalled

onesagnaticgroup.Sorelationshipbymarriageisanothertypeof

kinshipfoundinthegalosociety.Forinstanceifagirlgetsmarried

thenherhusband’sfatherandhusband’sfather’sbrotherandbrother

ofsameclanwillbeherAto(father-in-law)in-relation.Husband’s

motherandfatherinlaw’sbrother’swiveswillbeherAyo(mother-in-

law) in-relation.

Likewise,forthe boy,his wife’s fatherand father’s

brotherandbrothersofsameclanwillbehisAto(father-in-law)in

relation.Wife’smotherandfather’sbrother’swiveswillbeherAyo

43Fox,Robin,KinshipandMarriage,PelicanBook,London,1967,p.30.
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(mother-in-law)in-relation.Andwife’sbrotherandsisterwillbeYigo

(brother-in-law)andYigne(sister-in-law).Galosobservedclanexogamy

andonecannotmarrywithintheirownclanandeventhroughthe

parallelcousinmarriageisstrictlyforbidden,cross-cousinmarriageis

permitted.44 TheGalosorganizedtheirsociallifethroughkingroups.

Firstoneisrelationshipthatismaintainedbloodties,forinstanceina

familytherearefivebrothers,soinrelationtheirson/daughterwillbe

AsiandAbir(brotherandsisters)ofeachotherandtheywillcalltheir

father’sbrotherAboandtotheirwife’sasAne(mother).45 Alsoitis

appliedinthebrothersofsameclan.Thusabifurcatemergingtypeof

kinshipsystem isfoundinGalossociety.Marriageamongmembersof

thesameclanisnotpermittedandconsideredasincest.

Inapolygynousmarriage,theco-wiveslivetogetherwithinthesame

homesteadofthehusband.However,thefirstwifegetsmoreauthority

overthefamilyaffairsincomparisontosecondwife.

TheGalossocietyisstructuredonthebasisofclan

organisation.Inotherwords,theentiresocialstructuredrestsupon

clansystem.BiologicalrelationshipamongtheGalosisknownas Ali-

Rumtum meansrelationbycommonblood.46 Eachclanandsub-clan

tracestheirdescentfrom onecommonancestor.ForinstanceEte,

44Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,
on23/07/2014.

45Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on25/02/2014.

46 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.
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Pakam,Doji,Bagra,Angu,Kamsi,Lollen,Loyi,Amo,Lomietcaresub

clanofthePaktu‘semi-ancestor’whohimselfdescendedfrom Abo-

Tani.TheclanandsubclanoftheGalosaregenerallyexogamousand

earlieritwasobservedstrictly.Alsoclansaremaintainingexogamy

eventoday.Sexualrelationbetweenthemembersofaclanandsub

clanisconsideredasincestandanybodyinvolvedinsucharestrictly

punishedandevenex-communicated.

Slavery

EarlierslaverywasprevailedintheGalossocietybut

theyareactuallynotbornasaslave.47Therewastwotypeofslavery

presentinGalossocietyearlieri.e.warcaptivesandanotherwasthose

whoaretransformedintoaslaveforindulgingthemselvesincrimes

likestealingorthosewhowerefailedtorefundtheirmoney,thus,asa

punishmentorrepaytheirmoneytheyhavetoworkasaslaveinthe

honourshouse.48Andtheycanbefreedbytheirmasteranytime.And

thewarcaptivesarethosewhowereabductedduringthewar.These

warslaveshavetoworkfortheirmasterandwillaslaveforhis/her

lifetime.These slaves can be sold byhis/hermasteranytime to

anyone.49Therewasnosuchpracticeofilltreatmentbutearlierthere

wassomerestrictioni.e.amasterorgeneralpeoplecannotenter

47 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha
villageon02/08/14.

48 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GotoBasar,Aged67,Gam ofGorivillageon
22/08/14.
49 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RakjoYomcha,Aged52,VillageElderofYomcha

villageon02/08/14.
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marriagerelationswiththeslave’sfamily.Buttheycanenjoyfood,stay

andsoontogether.

EconomicLifeofTheGalos

Agricultureisthemainsourceofeconomy.Average

rainfallofwestsiangdistrictis4000mm andduetotheheavyrainfall

theeconomyofGalosofWestSiangdistrictareverymuchdependant

onagriculture,whichissupplementedbyhuntingandfishing.Earlier,

they used to cultivate and produced goods eitherforthe self

consumptionorforexchangeatvaluesequaltothevaluesofmeansof

production used up in the process of production. The basic

organizationofproductionwasslashandburnorjhum cultivationand

collectionofforestproducts.Now,theyalsopracticethewetrice

cultivationandterracericecultivation.

Another,sourceofsurplusgenerationintheeconomy

wasfrom trade.Galospracticethesystem oftradefrom verybeginning.

Earliertradewasbasedonbartersystem,wherepeopleexchange

goodsforothergoods.

GaloshadtraderelationwiththeBorisearlier,whooften

actedforthem asintermediariesintheirtradewiththeTibetandthe

plainsofAssam.TheGalosgenerallyexchangetheirsurpluswithBori

andBokarsandtheyfurtherexchangedtheseprocureditemswiththe
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tradersoftheplains.Inter-tribaltradeisalsocarriedoutintheinterior

village.

PoliticallifeoftheGalos

TheGalosareverydemocratic;theyalso havetheir

traditionalwaysofdispensingjustice.Themostpowerfulbodyinthe

villageisthecouncilofeldersknownasKebawhereallthecasesare

broughtbefore it,discussed and decision are given according to

traditionallaws.Thetraditionalcouncilofeldersconsistofbothmale

andfemale.Everyvillageisself-governingandindependent.

Alltheelderlypersonsenjoythemembershipofthe

Keba.AmongtheGalos,disputesarisinginthevillagearebrought

beforetheKeba,wheretheyarethoroughlydiscussed,examinedand

adjudicated.TheKebaisvestedwithjudicialpower,conferredtoitby

thesocietyitself,towhicheverymemberowesallegiance.50Thereare

threetypesofKebaviz(i)DoluKeba(villagecouncil) (ii)BangoKeba

(councilofmanyvillages)andtheBogum-BokaKeba(councilofwhole

village).

LikeothertribesGalosarealsomaintainasystematic

codeofconductandsystem ofoathandordealsaccordingtotheir

customs.GenerallymembersofKebaaretakingtheiroathinfrontof

districtcommissionerthattheywillgivetheirdecisiononthebasicof

50GazetteerofEastSiangandWestSiangDistrict,op.cit.,p.257.
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truthandtheywillalwaysrespectthevalueoftheredcoat.Allkindsof

disputes and crime are decided by performing various type of

traditionalordealbytheNyibo(priest).Therearefivetypesofordeal,

theyareRoksin-Kognam (chickenliverdivination), pip-Sika-Nam

(eggexamination),Taser-Banam,whereleadorzineareheatedand

pouredinthehandsofaccusedorsuspectedpersonandtheyare

askedtoholdthemolten.ThenextoneisNyodu,whereaccusedor

suspectedpersonareswearingonthetigersteeththatifhe/sheis

foundquiltythentheirwholefamilywillbebadlyhurt,andthelastone

isBadu-Yunam ,whereaccusedorsuspectedperson’shand’sare

puttingintheboilingwater.Thus,onthebasisofthistraditionalordeal

majorcasesaredecided.

Accordinglyforeverycrimethereisaparticularlaws

andprocedureforitspunishment.Forinstancethedifferentformsof

punishmentareeitherthroughextractingfinesorostracisationfrom

society.Foramurderedapersonorculprithavetogivefineintheform

oftenMithun,tencow,twonosofDogneorDokso(beads),Hikuand

Dasi(brassplate)andsamefortheintentionallyhitandruncase.51

Costofapersonkilledaccidentally,thepenaltyaspunishmentinkind

ofcasualtyisfiveMithun,fivecow,brassplatelikeBarte-Barbe.52Value

ofdamagingoneseyeistwoMithunandfortwoeyesisfiveMithuns,

51 ByLawsofAdiBaneKeba(Bogum Boka)WestSiangDistrict,Aalo,ArunachalPradesh,
ApprovedbyDeputycommissioner,WestsiangDistrict,on08/04/1997,p.84.

52 Ibid.
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fivecowsandonebrassmetal.Costofdamagingoneearisone

MithunandfortwoearstwoMithunsandforateethoneMithunwith

minorfines.53Likethisforeverycrimespecificpunishmentsarefixed.

Religiouslife

OriginofTheMythicalFore-FatherAbo-Tani

TheGalostracetheiroriginfrom JimiAne(mother).54

AccordingtotheGalosmyth,JimiAne,thecreator,createdMedo(the

sky)andMich.From MichcameChichi(earth).itisbelievedthatChichi

isfemaleandMedoismale.From theunionofMedo(sky)andChichi

(earth)createdtheforestandallkindsoftrees,bushes,grassesetc,

andanimalsincludingTani(ancestorofhuman-being),Taki(ancestor

ofspirits)andTanyo(ancestoroftiger).Similarlyfrom theTanyothe

raceofcatfamiliesbornandfrom TakithegenerationofUyis.And

from Tanithehumanracecameintobeingi.e.Nipe(human)and

Nyinyi/Sonyi(Mithun).Thereforehumanisrelatedtoalllifeforms.

The Galos are characterized under hereditary

shamanism wheretheybelieveinthespiritualqualitiesofnatureandat

thesametimehadtheconceptionofasupremebeing.AmongGalos,

therearenumberofbenevolentandmalevolentgodandgoddesses

53Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.

54Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on19/02/2014.
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bless and punish the people according to their action.55 And

sometimesthesameUyumayactasbenevolentaswellasmalevolent.

SomeofthemalevolentspiritsareYapom (jungle’sevilspirit),Urom

(soulsofthedeadturnintoevilspirit),Aggo-Hune(evilspiritscausing

misfortune),andso,on.BenevolentspiritsarePinku-Pinte,Pirku-Pirte

andLiku-Lite(deitiesofthegranary).Offeringstothespiritsaremade

onvariousoccasiontoappeasethem.Sacrificesaremadetospirits

withthehopeofreceivingblessingandhelpinvariousspheresoflife.

TheNyibo(priest)isanimportantpersoninthesocietywithoutwhom

noritualsarepossible.Theyarethemediatorbetweenthehumanand

spiritworld.56

They are also the followers of the Donyi-Polo as a

supremegodsinceearlytimeswithnospecificwaytopin-pointthe

exacttimeperiodoftheevolutionofthepractice.Itisthecombined

divinefigureofDonyi(sun)andPolo(moon).Jimiisthesupreme-

being,whohascreatedthisworldandruleoverit.Anditisalsobelief

thatJimiisthecreatorofDonyi-Poloasaguardianofthepeople,who

hastokeepsawatchonthedutiesofalllivingbeing.

TheGalosgenerallyburytheirdead.Thedeadbodies

areburied a littleawayfrom thevillage.But,thedead bodiesof

unnaturaldeathlikeaccident,murder,suicides,etc.areburiedfaraway

55Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,on
23/07/2014.
56Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,

on19/02/2014.
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from thevillage.

Usuallypriest’sincantationsand the performance of

ritualsforthejourneyofthesoulareforthosepeoplewhodienaturally

andalsoforthosewhodiedofageing.Butforunnaturaldeathsnothing

specialritualsareperformedtoguidethesoultotheancestralabode.57

allthepeoplewhodieunnaturally(Gir-Talle)likewomenatchildbirth,

prematurechildren,accidentaldeathlikesuicides,caraccident,death

ofsmallkidsbothmarriedandunmarried,marriedcoupleswithoutany

offspringdeathritualsdonottakeplace.

During the recitation priest usually count their

genealogyfrom theirfore-father.AmongGalositisabeliefthatburial

iskindoffarewellinwhichpriestusedtoconvinceddeathperson’s

soulstoreachtheabodeofancestors,nottoreturnagain.During

recitationpriestsstartshisrecitationbysaying‘letthedeadpersonlay

downonthefloor”.58Afterthatheurgesthem sayingthat,“youhaveto

leavethefourcornersofyourhousei.e.Nyode(west),Udu(east),

Nyosi(south),Bago(north),Aayap(everywindows),Koba(staircase),

Dotpuli(veranda),Naka(ceiling),Rapko(chimney).59TheNyiboalsotry

toconvince thesoulbysayingthateverylivingthingshadtodieone

dayincludingMane(fish),Paata(birds),Takop(grasshopper),Bunikar

57Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on25/02/2014.

58Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,
on17/07/2014.

59Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on25/02/2014.
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(rat),evenyourfore-fatheralsohavetogothroughwiththisphaseof

life.So,evenaftertheirdeath,allofthem arehappythere.

Andalsotrytoconvincehim bysayingitisjustakindof

changingphaseoflifeandyouwillbegoingtosettlethereandwewill

bewishingforyourgoodstay.Adaybeforeputtingadeadbodyinto

thegrave,familymembersusedtocuttheirnailandkeptthenailsof

onlyoldpersons,inorderthattheirsucceedinggenerationswillhave

longlifelikethem.BeforeNyibostartstheirincantations,aricepasteis

smearon the dead person face.The priestly chantbegins with

referencetothemythabouttheJayii-Bone’smarriage.60

AmongtheGalositisbelievedthat,afterthedeathsouls

areremainsintheirownvillageforfivedays.Generally,therearetwo

kindsofstairsthatisfoundineveryhousesoftheGalosi.eNyime-

Kobaforfemaleand Nyilo-Kobaformaleanditissaidthatevery

soulstartstheirjourneyfrom theformeronei.e Nyime-Koba,those

whohadnaturaldeaththeystartstheirjourneyfrom theirleftsideand

rightsideforthosewhohadaccidentaldeath.61 Accordingtopriest

afterdeath,peoplethosewhogotopportunityandcapacitytodoTogu-

Panna(bigmarriages)andPakka-Panna(bigrituals),theyusedtocarry

theiraxes along with his journeyas a soul which was used to

sacrificing mithuns.Andthesoulsofcommonpeopleotherthana

60Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,
on17/07/2014.

61Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,
on23/07/2014.
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priestortheriches(havecapacitytodobigTogu-PannaandPakka-

PannastartstheirjourneywithaAanYachi(pig),andhuntersusedto

carrytheirUpuk(arrow)andIiri(bow)withthem.Afterfivedaysitis

generallybeliefthatsoulsvisittheirhousetocollecttheirbelongings

thereafterpriestdirectandguidethem togototheirnewworldknown

asUyi-Mokonameoftheirnew world.InUyi-Mokonew soulsare

welcomed by the old souls with songs and Ponu-Monam (local

dance).itisbelievedthat,afterdeathsoulsretaintheirsocialstatus

whilealive,forinstancerichwillberichandthepoorwillremainpoor.

Accordingtothepriestthereisnoparticularnamesofplaceswere

soulsstayedwhiletheybegintheirjourneyforUyiMoko.Itisbelieved

thatthosewomenwhodiedduringpregnancy,theirsoulsstarttheir

journeyfrom theriverandtheirsoulswillbelivingnearKolu,Kodaktree

(wildbanana).Boundarybetweenlivingworldandworldofthedeadis

knownasDilik-Delek.62

MopinisthebigfestivalsoftheGaloswhichisdirectly

orindirectlyrelatedwiththecultivation.Itiscelebratedinaverylarge

scale.ThisfestivaloftheGalosiscelebratedforfivedays.Itisusually

celebratedinthe5thofApril.SomeoftheotherritualsareModeand.

Hoorin is another important ritualof Galos.These rituals are

associatedwithcultivationwheretheMithunissacrificed.Moderitual

isgenerallyperformedinthemonthofApriland Hoorinritualis

62Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on25/02/2014.
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performedinNasu(granary)inthemonthofApril.Yojirisanother

importantritualassociatedwithcultivation.Itisnotassociatedwith

anyparticularprocessofcultivationbutisperformedforgoodharvest

andgoodluckforthewholefamily.63Yojirisaverycostlyritual.Ittakes

morethanayearforitspreparationandisgenerallyperformedinthe

monthofSeptember.

Statementofproblem

The Galos community greatly depend on Modi-Rik

(jhum cultivation)whichtheyhavepractisedforcenturies.Accordingto

themythofGalositisbeliefthat,thefirstseedofpaddyandmaize

wasgivenbytheMopinto Abo-Tani,whichhasbeencarriedbyKiipuu

(dog)from thelandof“DiggoPirne”theheavenlylandofMopin-Moji.

SincethenthepracticeofagriculturedidstartedbyAbo-Tani,whichis

beingcontinuingthisdaysinprovidingfoodforthepeopleinthisland.

The three main physicalfactors which combine to

influencethetypeofagricultureareclimate,topographyandsoiltype.

Thewholeareaisanetworkofhills,ontheslopesofwhich,theGalos

havetheiragriculturefield.Theycultivatethreetypesofjhum fieldina

year.Theseare Pel-Lek,DochoandRigne.64ThewordPel-Lekmeans

63Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.

64Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.64.
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afieldexclusivelymeantforgrowingmaize,usuallysmallinsizeand

clearedinadvancedso,thatmaizecanbeeatenduringthecultivation.

NextistheDocho,itisthefieldforrisingofcropsforfirstconsumption

anditislittlelargerthanthatofPel-Lek.ThelastisRignewhichmeans

motherfieldormainfield.Alltheagriculturalritualsareperformed

duringthecultivationofthemainfield.

Shiftingcultivationgenerallybegininthemonthof

february,inthistypeofcultivationusuallyaselectionofsitesis

selected and thentheforestwascleared bycutting downthe

undergrowthandfellingthetreeswhichleftinthefieldfornearlya

monthtodryandbyMarch,theyarefiredandsowingisgenerally

overbytheendofApril.Whilecuttingthetreesitisensurethatno

Hiloktreesarecutasthesetreesarebelievedtobetheabodesof

spirits.Ifhowevercuttingoftreesisessential,offeringoffowlsand

eggsaremadetothespirits.Cropswereraisedfortwo–three

yearsinasingleplot,dependingontheretentionofthefertilityby

thesoil.Fallow periodofjhum cycleisabout5to6year.Inthis

periodsoilisleftfallowtorecoveritsfertility.

Allagriculturalactivitiesarelinkedwithreligiousbeliefs

andonehasitsbearingontheother.BeforesowingSurin-Ampiris

offeredsacrifice.Whatshouldbeofferedisdeterminedbydivinationby

theNyibotheshamanorthepriest,whousedtoperform allthese
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rituals.Togetherwithpaddyandmaize,milletandsomevegetableslike

chilliandGiyi(Brassica)isalsosownbroadcastinthesamefield,

accordingtoitsseason.ThepaddyisripebythemonthofSeptember-

October.

Inthisproposedresearchanattemptismadetostudy

the Galos of ArunachalPradesh and the history of traditional

agriculturalpracticesofGalostribeofWestSiangdistrictinparticular.

Apartfrom theoriginandimmigrationoftheGalos,theirsettlement

pattern,anddemographicstudyisveryimportant,whichcanhelpusto

understand thehistoryofGalos.And itisimportantto studythe

traditionallandownershipinjhum plotsanditsalliedaspectsinthe

contextoftraditionandmodernityofagriculturalpractices.Thereshall

also be an attemptto examine terrace cultivation and wetrice

cultivationamongtheGalosanditsorigins.

Therefore,ahumbleattemptismadeto unravelthe

historyandoriginoftraditionalagriculturalpracticeamongtheGalos.

Inadditiontoaboveall,thestudyfurtheraimstoknowhowagriculture

affectsthesocio-economiclifeofGalosinparticularandpeopleof

ArunachalPradeshingeneral.

Areaofstudy

The area ofstudy would be confined to the Galo

dominatedareaofWest-SiangdistrictoftheArunachalPradesh.The
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totalpopulationoftheWestSiangdistrictisabout1,12,274comprising

58,168malesand54,106femalesasperthe2011censusrecords.

Therearetwenty-onecircleoutofwhich13circleisGalosdominated

area,theyareDarak,Kamba,Liromoba,Yomcha,Aalo,Tirbin,Basar,

Dari,Gensi,Sibe,Likabali,Kangku,Bagra.Accordingto2011census

recordtheirtotalpopulationisabout84,376comprising43,570males

and 40,806 females.This is the area ofstudythatresearch has

outlinedandhasconductedthefieldsurveyin.Thepeopleihave

surveyedthroughbroadrandom samplingwhobelongtodifferentage

groupsandclassinterviewedaregivenbelowinthetablenumber1.1.

TableNo.1.1

Listoftheinformantsinterviewedfrom timetotime

Sl.n

o

Name of the

respondent

Sex A

g

e

Status Villag

e

1 KarnyaKamsi Male 8

1

Gam

Burah

Doyor

2 RemoKamsi Male 6

6

Priest Doyor

3 BetoKamsi Male 3

8

Farmer Doyor

4 Bajum Karlo Male 5 Gam Gogar
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6 Burah

5 RibiNgolum Female 5

3

House

wife

Gogar

6 RinyaNgolum Male 4

7

Teach

er

Gogar

7 RiikbiNgulom Female 3

8

House

wife

Gogar

8 Komdu

Taipodia

Male 6

7

Retired

Teach

er

Likaba
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Objectivesofthestudy

1.Toexamineevolutionoftraditionalagriculturalpracticesamong

the Galos ofWestSiang district,ArunachalPradesh and

examinethemythsoforiginandfolklore.
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2.Tohighlighttypeofagriculture,withstudyingthemythoforigin

ofpracticestechnologyandlabourorganisation.

3.To study the land ownership associated with agricultural

practiceanditsalliedaspectsinthecontextoftraditionand

modernityandunderstandsitscontinuity.

4.Toexaminedifferenttaboosandritualspracticesassociated

withagriculture.

5.Tostudythedifferentvarietiesofagriculturalproduction,seeds

etc.

6.Tostudyandoutlinethechangesduetodevelopmentalprocess

inpost-independenceperiod.

Researchmethodology

Theproposedworkisinnatureofnarrativewhichwas

analysedwithinaframework.Bothprimaryandsecondarydatawas

collectedandscrutinized.Forexploringprimaryarchivaldata,thestate

archivesofgovernmentofArunachalPradesh,Itanagarisconsulted.

Besides this,allthe available documents like literature including

archivalrecordslikepoliticalproceedings,administrativereports,and

memoirsfrom archivesandlibrarieswerealsoconsulted.

Thesecondarysourcesbothunpublishedandpublished

workisusedtocollecttherelevantmaterialsonagriculturalpractices

amongtheGalosandaboutitssocio-economic,culturalandpolitical
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condition.Thesecondarysourceslikebooks,officialrecords,journals,

researcharticle,unpublishedthesisandgeneralarticlesonagriculture

inArunachalPradesharetakenintoconsideration.Toascertainthe

factafieldworkisundertaken.Interviewwasconductedwiththehelp

ofscheduleswhichhelpedinknowingthetruthmoreclosely.Alsothe

newspaper and generalarticles of academic interest etc was

scrutinized.Questionnaire and interview was conducted with the

educatedelite,thechiefandtheirfamilies,priest,youthandwomen.

Participantand non participantobservation method was used to

supplementtheproposedstudy.

Reviewoftheliterature

There are many existing literature on agriculture

practicesinrelationwiththetribesofArunachalPradesh.Wealsofind

sourcesmaterialsfrom thelibrary,includingpublishedandunpublished

thesis.However,thetraditionalagriculturalpracticeoftribeparticular

onGalostribeofArunachalPradeshhasnotbeenexploredinit’s

entirely.Inadditionthereareethnographicwokswhichmentionabout

thetraditionalagriculturalpracticeinthecontextoftheoveralltribesof

state.Through these we can getbriefunderstanding aboutthe

agriculturalpracticesanditssocio-economicimportanceamongthe

tribesin generaland GalosofWestSiang districtin particularof

ArunachalPradesh.
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A.k. Purkayastha’s Arunachal Agriculture: Over The Years,has

discussedabouttheagriculturaldevelopmentandsourceofeconomy

ofArunachalPradeshandhelpindeveloping abasicideaabout

agriculturalpracticeanditsdevelopmentamongthetribesArunachal

Pradeshandalsoabouttheirsourcesofeconomy.

BibhashDharand PalashChandraCoomar(ed.)Inhiseditedbook

TribesofArunachalPradeshHistoryandCulture,hasstudiedthetribes

ofArunachalPradeshandhisworkhelpfulinunderstandingagriculture

ofArunachalPradeshingeneral.

C.V.F.Haimendorfin his The Apatanis and TheirNeighbours has

thoroughlydiscussedaboutApatanisocietyaswellastheiragricultural

system.Thisbookhelpinunderstandingpracticeofwetricecultivation

amongtheApatanis.

DipakKumarDutta’sA GlimpseofTheGalos’sCustomaryReligion,

dealswiththeGalos’scustomaryreligionandpracticesofWestSiang

districtofArunachalPradesh.Hisworkishelpfulinunderstanding

Galos’scustomaryreligionandimportanceoftheNyiboamongthem.

GirishChopra’sAgriculturalGeography,dealswiththeagricultureand

sustainabledevelopment.Alsoitdiscussedaboutissuesoflandand
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naturalresourcesmanagement.

H.G.JoshiinhisbookArunachalPradeshPastandPresent,dealswith

journeyofArunachalPradeshfrom pasttothepresentandthereisa

littlereferenceabouttheagriculture.Howeverhisaccountslackclear

informationaboutagriculture.

H.k.Barpujari’s,inheProblem ofTheHillsTribesofNorth-EastFrontier

(1822-42)Vol.-Idiscussedgenerallythosetribeswhichcameincontact

withtheBritishintheeighteencentury.Thebookgivesinsightintothe

variousBritishpoliciestowardthehilltribesofArunachalPradesh.

K.S.Thokchom,inhisbookDevelopmentalScopeofNorth-Eastinthe

NearFuture,explainedthescopeandchancesofdevelopmentofNorth

-Eastandithighlightsthekindsofagriculturepracticesfollowedby

differentregionofNorth-East.

LakshmiDevi’s,Ahom TribalRelation:A PoliticalStudy,providean

understandinganditsdealswiththebasicsofAhom tribalrelation,and

providesvaluableinformationontheAhom policy.

MajidHusain’sTheSystematicAgricultureGeography,dealswithorigin

anddevelopmentofagriculturesystem oftheworldanditsissuesof
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landandnaturalresourcesmanagement.

ManishSharma’s inhisEconomyofArunachalPradeshhas triedto

explaintheeconomicsituationofArunachalPradesh,whereagriculture

wasbrieflyexplainedasanimportanteffectingfactoroftheeconomy.

M.C.Behera,andS.K.Chaudhuri’s,editedbookIndigenousFaithand

PracticesofTheTribesofArunachalPradesh,dealsaboutthereligious

beliefsandpracticeoftheAdiswithaspecialreferencetoGalos.

M.L.Bose’s,inhisHistoryofArunachalPradesh,hediscussedaboutall

tribesofArunachalPradeshandalsoabouttheireconomy.Thisbook

alsogivesabriefsketchaboutAhom andBritishrelationwiththehill

tribes.

N.SharmaandS.P.Shukla’s,GeographyandDevelopmentofHillAreas,

dealsaboutthegeographicaleffectonArunachalPradeshandits

developmentandaspectofeconomy.Alsothereisareferenceabout

agricultureanditscondition.

R.Gopalakrishnan,inhisbookTheNorth-EastIndia,hasdiscussed

abouttheland,peopleandsourceofeconomyofwholeNorth-East

statesofIndia.Alsothereisareferenceaboutshiftingcultivationof
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North-Easternregion.

R.K.Samanta,in India’s North-EastThe Process ofChange And

Development,inhiseditedbookitstudiedtheissuesofagricultural

developmentontribaldominatedNorth-EastIndia.Thisbookhighlights

theprocessofagriculturaldevelopmentamongthetribaldominated

areaofNorth-EastIndia.

S.Dutta’s,studiesinTheHistory,EconomyAndCultureofArunachal

Pradesh(1997)inhiseditedbookcontainseveralarticleswrittenby

variousscholars.Throwinglightonthevarioussocio-economiclifeof

thetribesofArunachalPradesh.

S.L.Barua’s,AComprehensiveHistoryofAssam providesbriefsketch

ontheAhom’spolicytowardstheneighbouringhilltribes.Ithelpsin

understandingahom andBritishrelationwiththeirneighbouringhill

tribes.

Srivastava’sTheGallongs(1988),givesanethnographicaccountofthe

bookandthrowinglightoneconomy,polity,religionandsocio-cultural

lifeoftheGalos.ItgivesacompletepictureofGalosandtheirsystem

ofagriculture.
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S.Roy’sbookAspectofPadam MinyongCulture(1960),givesanidea

abouthow Adiwordforaborcametouse.Thisbookdiscussedin

detailabouttheeconomy,polity,religionandsocio-culturallifeofthe

Padam Minyongculture.

Tejum Padu’sMopin‘Poopwr’PoonuNwwtom andMvmmvnGogrvof

theGalosofArunachalPradeshthoroughlymentionedaboutthemopin

festivalofGalos.Throughthesewecangetbriefunderstandingabout

originofagricultureamongtheGalosandwhytheirmopinfestivalis

celebrated.

TaiNyori’sbookHistoryAndCultureofAdis,dealswiththeAdisand

abouttheirorigin.Italsodiscussesabouttheirreligiousbeliefsand

practicesofwithaspecialreferencetoGalos.

TomoRiba’sTheTribalsAndTheirChangingEnvironment,discusses

abouttheGalosandtheireconomy,polity,religionandsocio-cultural

lifeaswellasits geo-environmentalbackground.Thisbookgives

insightaboutGalosofWestSiangdistrictinparticularandpracticeof

agriculturesystem amongthem.

VerrierElwin’s,India’sNorth-EastFrontierInTheNineteenthCentur,in

hiseditedbookthrowlightonsocio-economicrelationofthetribesof



46

ArunachalPradesh.Thebookisethnographicstudyofthetribes.

VerrierElwin’s,A PhilosophyForNEFA,hasdiscussedaboutallthe

tribesofArunachalandabouttheirsocio-religiousandculturallife.

Alsodiscussedaboutthevariousproblem facedbythem.Thisbookis

helpfulinknowingabouttribesofArunachalPradeshandabouttheir

uniqueness.

Tage Tatung’s M.Phildissertation ,“A StudyofThe Dynamics of

AgriculturalPracticesAmong TheApatanisofArunachalPradesh”,

throwslightsonthepracticeofsedentaryagriculturepracticeamong

theGalosandalsoitdiscussesabouttheeconomylifeoftheApatanis.

JumyirBasar’sPh.ddissertation,“AStudyofIndigenousKnowledge

System inDevelopmentPoliciesAndProgramesWithSocialReference

To Resources ManagementBy The Galo ofArunachalPradesh”,

highlightsaboutthepracticeofjhum cultivationamongtheGalos.It

alsodealsaboutthecontinityandchanges inthefieldofagriculture.

In the preceding statementas regards to review of

literature,thebooksmentionedprovidesketchyyetdistinctknowledge

aboutGalosandaboutthepracticeofagriculturalsystem.Therefore
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thisstudyseekstobridgethegapsintheexistingbodyofknowledge

and provide properunderstanding aboutthe historyoftraditional

agriculturepracticeofGalosinparticularandwholetribesofArunachal

Pradeshingeneral.

Thoughabovementionedbookshavebeenpublished

regardingtheagricultureandGalosofArunachalPradesh,sofarwedo

nothave a clearcutand comprehensive idea abouthistory of

traditionalagriculturalpracticesamongGalosofWestSiangdistrictin

ahistoricalframework.However,theproposedresearchworkisto

dealindetailsonthehistoryoftraditionalagriculturepracticesamong

GalosofWestSiangdistrict.

Organisationofthestudy

Thestudyhasbeenorganisedinsixchapterstoreflect

aboutthehistoryoftraditionalagriculturalpracticesamongGalosof

westsiangdistrict.

Chapterization

Theresearchworkshallbedealtwithinfollowingchapters:

Chapteri:Introduction

Intheconventionalwaythefirstchaptershallbetheintroduction,

wherethetopicwillbeintroduced.Itwouldprofilethegeographyofthe

state and wellas brieflyprofile the majoraspects ofthe socio-

economic,politicalandreligiouslifeoftheGalos.Besides,itwould
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highlightthesignificanceofthestudy,reviewofliteratureandsources

andresearchmethodologyusedforthework.Alsoitwillalsodealwith

theirfamily,kinship,organisationoftheclans,marriagesundertheir

sociallife,the system ofgovernance,customarylaw and justice,

methodofwar-slaveryunderpoliticallifeandunderthereligiouslifeit

willdealwithitsbeliefandpractices.

Chapterii:EvolutionofTraditionalAgriculturalPracticesAmongThe

Galos.

ThischapterwilloutlinethemythsoforiginandmigrationoftheGalos

and theirsettlementpattern.Also a background ofevolution of

traditionalagriculturalpracticeamongtheGaloswillbedealtwitha

studyofthemythsoforiginofthepractice.Inaddition,attemptshall

bemadetooutlinethevariousritualsassociatedwithagriculturewith

thetaboostooshallbeexamined.

Chapteriii:TraditionalAndModernAgriculturalPractices

Thischaptershallseektostudytheevolutionofpracticesoftraditional

terracefarmingandalsoexaminetheritualpracticesifanyassociated

withit.Alsoanattemptshallbemadetooutlinetheoriginofwetrice

cultivationandexploreifthereareanyritualsassociatedwithit.Alsoa

profileofthecropscultivatedintheterracesandthewet-riceplots

shallbemade.
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Chapteriv:Pattern ofCropping,Ownership ofLand,LabourAnd

Technology.

Thischaptershalltrytodealwiththevarietiesofcropscultivatedinthe

varioustypesoffields.Itshallprofilethesowingseasonsforeachand

thecorpusofdomesticatedvegetables.Theconceptofthekitchen

gardenasdistinctfrom theagriculturallotsshallbeexplored.Seekto

explorethephysicaldimensionsoftheland.Itshallseektoexamine

alsothecustomarylawsandpracticesofinheritance.Anattemptshall

bemadetodocumentthepatternofthelandownershipwithinthe

various agriculturalpractices.The status ofwoman within these

customaryinheritancepracticesshallbedealtwith.Theorganisation

oflabourshallbeexaminedtooandanattemptshallbemadeto

explorethetechnologicaldimensionsofagricultureandparticularlyof

theprocessesandtoolsused.

Chapterv:ContinuityAndChangeInAgriculturalPractices.

Thischapterwilltrytoexaminetheimpactofvariouslandregulations

inthesociety.Alsoanassessmentshallbemadeonthecurrentstatus

ofagricultureandhowsocietyisdealingwithchanges.
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Chaptervi:conclusion.

Thischapterwillsummarisethemajorfindingsoftheresearchand

organiseitwithinaperspective.



51

Chapter2

EvolutionofTraditionalAgriculturalPracticesAmongTheGalos

Migration

Itis very difficultto arrive atany definite conclusion

regardingtheoriginalhomeland,theroutesofmigrationanddateof

settlementofthetribesofArunachalPradesh.Manyethnographers,

anthropologist,scholarslikegeorgea.Grierson,C.H.Hesselmayer,J.P.

Mills,T.K.Bhattacharjee,SachinRoy,TaiNyori,VerrierElwinandsoon,

havetriedtobringoutavividhypothesis,butstillfailedtoreach into

properconclusion.The firstattemptto write down the historyof

ArunachalPradesh,William Robinson’saccountof1841,referredtothe

''dark veilwhich conceals the origin ofthe tribes''.65 The several

histories written during the succeeding 150 years have notyet

dispelledthatobscurity.A majorproblem isthescarcityofwritten

records,beforeBritishrecordsbeganintheearlynineteenthcentury,

65Robinson,W,ADescriptiveAccountofAssam,OstellandLepage,BritishLibrary,

Calcutta,1841,P.335.
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onlytwosetsofsourcesrefertothehilltribesofArunachal.First,we

haveTibetantextsthatmentioncontact,beginninginthefifteenth

century,betweenTibetansandtribesalongthenorthernborderof

present-day ArunachalPradesh.The otherdocuments are Ahom

chronicles,whichagainrefertoconflictswithtribes,thistimealongthe

southernborderwithAssam from theseventeenthcentury.Twoother

possiblesources,Sanskrittextsandarchaeology,containlittleuseful

information.
66

Thetribesthemselveshavenoindigenouswriting.

EverytribeofArunachalPradeshhasdifferentmyth,of

originandmigration,andfolklore,whichisveryvaried,aswellhave

differentperceptionabouttheiroriginwhichmakingithardtoreachat

properconclusion.Despiteinconclusivedataitisbelievedconcisely

thatlongago,theancestoroftheGaloslivedinsomewherenear

TibetanregionandonthefringesoftheIndo-TibetanFrontier.Stream

ofmigratingfamiliescamedownfrom timetotimefrom upperareas

and,inabsenceofadequategeographicalknowledge,theyfollowedthe

mountainpasses.Gradually,thelowervalleysgavethem shelterand

theyslowlysettledtheresometimes,theyhadtoemigrateonaccount

ofraidsofmigratingneighbours.

66 Pukhan,J.N.Arunachal'sTradeWithItsNeighboursinThePre-ColonialDays,In

Cross-BorderTradeofNorth-eastIndia,editedbyS.Dutta,HopeIndiaPublications,

Gurgaon,2000,p.138.
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Thereareno writtenrecordsavailableand wehave,

thereforetodependonthepeople’soraltradition.Accordingtotheir

traditionsregardingtherouteoftheirmigration,themostoftheGalos

camefrom Tada-DegeintheuppercourseofSiyom river.67TheLare

groupofGalos,forinstance,believedthatGalosareMongolianpeople,

andmigratedfrom NorthernsideofChinaandbeliefthatsomeGalos

known as Loba are stillinhabitants ofChina.68 This is generally

acceptedbyallGalosthattheymigratedfrom aplacecalledTada-Dege

nearMc-Mahon lineand then theyreached Topo-Golo wherethey

settledforasubstantialperiodoftimeanddecidedtocallthemselves

asGalos.69AlltheGalosmigratedfrom thesameroute,afterreaching

Yomgerivertheychoosedifferentpathandreachedtowardstheir

presentsettlementareasslowly-slowly.Itisajunctionpointwhich

divides theirpath in differentparts.From there Galos settled in

differentareaaccordingtotheirconvenient.Somemigratedfrom there

accordingtotheirneedsofproperlandforsettlementandavailability

offood.

Afterthat,laregroupofGalos,reachedReetu-Ragi,then

Aambin-DoroandstayedatMayirRai,afterthatreachedBobe-Zagar

betweenPotom andYomchavillage.ThereaftertheyreachedSimi-

67Srivastava,L.R.N.,TheGallongs(reprint),DirectorateofResearch,Governmentof

ArunachalPradesh,Itanagar,1988,p.5.
68 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Bajum Karlo,Aged56,Gam BurahofGogarvillage

on12/06/14.
69 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Bajum Karlo,Aged56,Gam BurahofGogarvillage

on12/06/14.
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Popdi,andfortime-beingsettledatBolok-Kaloafterthatreachedat

Mempo-RakponearTirbin.70TheywenttoSilm KameandthenBasar,

wherealmostasectionofLaregroupofGalossettledthere.After

someperiodagroupofLaregroupofGalosstartedtheirjourneyagain

andsettledatDali,Ego,Dari,Siji,Garu,GensiandLikabali.

TheKarkaGalos,forinstance,believedthattheiroriginal

settlementwasatPa-Pigru,nearTada-Dege,justattheIndo-Tibetan

border.71Havingmigratedfrom thisplacetheycamedownthroughthe

Boriarea,throughPeri,Kamba,Karbak,Boje,BoletoYomcha,which

becametheirnextpermanentsettlementfordecades72.But,withthe

growth in population,the village could not accommodate all

consequently,from here theymigrated in differentdirections.For

instanceLombicametoJirigiandfinallysettledatLombi,Gamlin

cametoKadaiandthentoGamlin.

TraditionalwaysoflivelihoodofGalos

Earlierallhumanshadlivedashuntersandgatherers,

dwellingtogetherinsmall,stable,nomadicbandsthatoperatedin

closeharmonywithnature.AccordingtoGalosfolklore,themythical

forefatherAbo-Tani,thefirsthumanwhobegantotranscendthelife

70 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillageon
23/07/14.
71 Nyori,Tai,HistoryandcultureoftheAdis,OmsonsPublication,NewDelhi,1993,p.53.
72Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha

village
on02/08/14.
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waysandcreateuniquelyhumanmodesofsubsistencethatclearly

distinguishedthem from otheranimals.

TheGalosusetheirlandforcultivationwhichisoneof

theirimportanteconomicpursuits.TheGalocommunityfollow two

types ofcultivation practices ModiRike orTump Rike (shifting

cultivation)andIsiRike(sedentarycultivation).Sedentarycultivationis

doneatvalleybottomsandsometimesonsmallterracesconstructed

atthebaseofthehillslopesallaround;thisresultsinawholesetof

plotsformingasaucer-shapedstructure.Thestructure,organization

and function of these agro-ecosystem types differ significantly

dependinguponsocial,cultural,economicand ecologicalsetting in

whichthislandusesystem is practiced.73Agricultureisevidentlythe

mainstayofthepeople,anditdeterminestheirsocio-economicrelation

and culturallife.74 The Galos ofArunachalPradesh byand large

practiceaslashandburnmethodofagricultureknownasshifting

cultivationorjhum cultivation.TheeconomiclifeoftheGalosislargely

conditioned by its physicaland topographicalfeatures.And they

adapted himselfin hisnaturalsurroundingswith histechnological

equipmentsandsocialresources.Thismadetheireconomylargely

dependentonagriculture,whichissupplementedbytrade,huntingand

73ApataniWetRiceCultivation:AnExampleofaHighlyEvolvedTraditionalAgro
ecosystem ,

P.S.RamakrishnanSchoolofEnvironmentalSciencesJawaharlalNehruUniversity,
NewDelhi110067,p.1.

74GazetteerofEast&WestSiangDistrict,op.cit.,p.135.
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fishing.

ThepracticeofWetRiceCultivationaswellTerrace

Cultivation has been adopted as a consequences of planned

intervention.TheGalocommunitygreatlydependonModiRike(jhum

cultivation).And they are stillcontinuing this primitive way of

cultivationforcenturies.

Shiftingcultivation(Jhum cultivation)

Shiftingcultivationorjhum cultivationreferstothetypeof

cultivationinwhichafieldisleftuncultivatedforsomeyearssoasto

enableitto re-fertiliseitself.Inthistypeofcultivationthefarmer

cultivatesafieldforaseasonortwoandthenshiftstoanotherfield

leavingthefirstfieldtore-fertiliseitself.Hereaforestisclearedand

cultivatedforaseasonor twoandthenleftabandoned foralong

periodoftimesothatitgetsre-fertilised.75 Oneimportantaspectof

jhum cultivationisthatitisdrylandcultivationandirrigationisnot

usedforcultivationofthefield.jhum cultivationistheoldestform of

cultivationamongtheGalos.IthasbeenpractisedbyGalocommunity

sincetimeimmemorial.Although noneofthepersonsinterviewed

duringthefieldstudywereabletogivealogicalexplanationandexact

dateofhow andwhenGalosstartedthepractiseofjhum cultivation

butitis generally believed thatthe firsthuman being on earth

75Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha
village

on02/08/14.
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(forefatherofGalos)Abo-Tanistartedthispracticeofjhum cultivation

longtimeago.Theseedsforcultivationarebelievedtohavebeen

giventoAbo-TanibyMopin-Moji(thegodofharvestingandwealth).

Jhum landcultivationisdividedintotwotypesMobiandMoro.76This

classificationisbasedonfallow periodofland.Fallow periodmeans

thetimegapforwhichajhum fieldisleftuncultivated.Mobirefersto

thejhum fieldwhosefallowperiodislessthan6to8yearsandMoro

refertojhum fieldwhosefallowperiodismorethan10to15years.77

sincethefallow periodforMoroismoretheygenerallyhaveawell

grownforestandassuchismorefertilewithhighproductivitywhilefor

Mobifieldfertilityislessas ithaslessfallowperiod(i.elesstimefor

re-fertilisation).ThehigherfertilityofMorofieldisbecauseoforganic

depositsfrom treeleavesetcaccumulatedoveritslongfallowperiod.

Thereisaninterestingmythologicalstoryabouthow Abo-Tanistarted

thepractiseofjhum cultivation.

MythRegardingTheFirstJhum CultivationDoneByAbo-Tani

Abo-Tani,thefirsthumanoftheTanigroup,livedall

aloneontheearth.Initiallyhedidnotknowaboutcultivationandliveda

life ofgathererlike a nomad,completely depending on natural

resources.Alsohewasverylazyandalwaysbusyinroamingaround

76Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,on
23/07/2014.
77Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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here and there.78 Looking atAbo-Tani’s situation Ane Dinyi-Loma

(guardianangelorcreatorofworld)becameverysadanddecidedto

helphim.Shesuggestedhim tofixaTakom (fishingtrap)ina riverto

catchfish.ActuallyitwasnotjustafishingtrapbutAneDinyi-Loma

wanted Abo-Tanitostoplivinglikeanomadandlearntolivea

settledlife.AssuggestedAbo-TanistartedfixingTakom andevery

morningwhenhewenttocheckhisTakom forfishhefoundthathis

Takom wasfilledwithEkkam (leaves),bambooandwoodparticles.

Whenheenquired,Lidu-Tode(awaterbird)toldTanithatTakar-Taji

(chief of living being) was performing Toghu-Padak (marriage

ceremonialfunction)ontheuppercourseoftheriver.Fortheceremony

tenMithuns(BosFrontalis)werereadyforsacrificeandhugequalityof

Opo (rice beer) and Asin (food) were being prepared.And all

thesedebriswasasaresultofpreparationsfortheweddingceremony.

HearingthisAbo-Tanibecameangrythatthedebrisweredisturbinghis

fishinganddecidedtotakerevengeon Takar-Taji.Abo-Taniaskedthe

Lidu-Tode(bird)howtoreachtheplaceofmarriagefunction.Thebird

toldhim thatsheknowstheplaceandwillleaveherfaecesatevery

stoneasasignsothatAbo-Tanicanfollow thosesigntoreachthe

place.AmongGalos,itisbelievedthatduetothiseventodaythebirds

stillcontinuethehabitofdoingfaecesonthestone.

BeforegoingtoTakar-Taji’splace,Abo-Tanimetane

78Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.
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Dinyi-Loma(guardianangelorcreatorofworld)andtoldheraboutall

thosethingsandaskedherhelp.Shetoldhim tomakeaneffigyofKolu

(wildbananaplant)plant,properlydressitinawomen’sattireand

placeitneartheedgeofthehighestpeak.ShealsoaskedAbo-Tanito

keepaKome(bamboostick)nearbytheeffigy.79

AftercarryingoutAneDinyi-Loma’sinstructionAbo-Tani

followedthesymbolmadebythebirdandreachedatTakar-Taji’splace.

Onreachingtherehefoundthatallthelivingbeingswereinvited,

excepthim.Afterlearningaboutthishefelthighlyinsultedandbecame

angrier.Hebecamemoredeterminedtotakerevenge.Intentionally,

Abo-TaniaskedTakar-Tajitoshow hisvariousinstrumentofwedding

suchas Papum-Pachak,(asmallbagshaped metalbeing carriedon

backbythebrideandgroom duringtheceremony),Papum-Pasak,Gui-

Pasak,Gui-Gamyo,Murdom-Ponyo,Isi-Pukshi.80 Afterseeing these

materialshecriticizedtherefinishing.HearingthisTakar-Tajibecame

worried.Abo-TanithentoldTakar-Tajithat,hismotherwasanexpertin

makingthisentireitem.Hearingthis Takar-TajiaskedAbo-Tanihow

tomeethismother.Actually,Abo-Tanididnothavehismother,itwas

onlyagameplan.Hetoldhim thathismotherlivedattheedgeofthe

highestpeak.Healsotoldhim thathismotherisdeafanddumb

becauseofwhichaKome(bamboostick)isalwayskeptnearbyher,so

79Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
19/07/2014.

80Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.
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thatitcanbeusedtogetherresponse.

Takar-TajidecidedtoapproachAbo-Tani’smotherto

makealltheseitemsforhim andsenthisservantKako-Tazhi(squirrel)

toapproach Abo-Tani’smotherwiththeinstructionthatthelady

wasdeafanddumb,so,tousetheKome(bamboostick)together

response.Kako-Tazhiwentto meetAbo-Tani’smotherand did as

suggestedbyhismaster.Whenhepushed Abo-Tani’smotherwith

thesticktogetaresponse,theeffigyfelldownfrom thehighestpeak

anddrownedintothedeepriver.Thepoorsquirrelbecameterrifiedto

tellTakar-TajiandAbo-Taniabouttheincident.Butverynervouslyhe

toldabouttheincidenttothem.AfterlearningabouttheincidentAbo-

Tanibecameveryhappythathisplanhasworkedperfectly.Buthe

showedhisfakeangerandclaimedthathismotherhasbeenkilleddue

toTakar-Taji.Heshowedasifhewasveryfuriousandthreatenedto

destroythewholeworldinanger.UnknowntoAbo-Tani’splanTakar-

TajibecameterriblyshakenandaskedAbo-Taniforforgiveness.He

requested Abo-Tanito calm down and said thathewasreadyto

compensateanything forhismother’sdeath.Tanidemanded nine

Mithunsoutoftenfrom Takar-Taji,whichwerekeptforsacrificeas

compensation.81Takar-Tajireluctantlyagreed to give Abo-Taninine

Hobe(Mithuns).

Takar-Tajihadinvitedalargenumberofguestsandnow

81 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,on
23/07/2014.
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onlyoneMithunwastobesacrificed.And,oneMithunwasnotenough

forwholeguests.So,theguestswereofferedvariousotherthings.In

ordertosubstitutehisfeastprogram evenTakar-Tajisacrificed Papu-

Ruli(asmallkindofrat).

Because ofscarcitycaused byAbo-Tani’s plan,one

Dumpu(deer)andaKipu(dog)wasgivenapackoffermentedAgyaa-

Posum (soyabean)tobedividedbetweenthem.Butbothofthem

quarrelledwitheachotherandtheDumpu(deer)gotangry.Angrilyhe

kickedtheAgyaa-Posum,destroyeditandranaway.Theangrydog

chasedthedeer.Itwasnotsodifficultforthedogtofollowthedeer,as

thedeerhadstampedonthefermentedsoyabean.Duetothisitis

believedthatthefootofdeerisstillgivesthesmelloffermentedsoya

bean.82 Byfollowingthetrackmadebythedeerasaresultofsmell

from thefermentedsoyabeans,thedogreachedtheDiigoo-Piirne,the

heavenlylandofMopin-Moji,wheretheywerepreparingricepowder.

Theythrewthericepasteoverthedeer’sbodyanditisbelievedfrom

thatdaydeerhavewhitespotsontheirbody.83Abo-Tanialsofollowed

thedogandreachedDiigoo-Piirne.

Mopinwassurprisedtofindthem.Shepickedupthe

deerandimprisonedAbo-TanianddogbyputtingPako-Raglik(putting

woodintheirleg).Dinyi-Loma,afterknowingthatwasverysadand

82 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyadoRiba,Aged52,Gam BurahofRegivillage,
on22/07/2014

83 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
19/07/2014.
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withhermagicalpowershetoldAbo-Tanihow toescapefrom that

place.So,Abo-Tanihintedthedogtolookforarodent.Thedogdidso

andwiththehelpofanotherdogandhecaughtasmellyKirti-Pumpa

(rat).Hehidtherodentunderhisarmpitandafterfew daystherat

startedtosmell.Whenrottensmellstartedtoemitfrom hisbody,Abo-

TanicalledMopinandtoldherthatheisabouttodieandthat’swhyhe

smellslikethis.HearingthisMopinbecamelittlenervousasAbo-Tani

wastheonlyhumanbeingontheearthandhisdeathcouldbring

troublesforher.OutofsympathyandtosaveAbo-Tani,Mopinordered

Diyii-TaamiitoreleaseAbo-Taniandthedog.

Duringhisshortstay,Abo-Taniobservedthatthelandof

Mopinwasfullofprosperitywithfoodandwealth.Afterbeingreleased

Abo-Tanidemandedthathebecompensatedforbeingkeptaprisoner

andbeingmadetogothoughsuchhardship.Mopinagreedandas

compensationgaveAbo-Tanisomeseedsofpaddyandmaize.84Abo-

Tanihasnoutensilstocarrytheseedsgivenbymopin,so,theseeds

werecarriedinthebacksideoftheearofthedog.Itisstillbelievedby

theGalosthatbecauseofthisthebackofthedog’searisshapedthe

wayitis.Abo-Tanithencamebacktoearthandsowedtheseedsina

barrenplacecalledAbin-Bindo-Poko-Lootowithoutevenclearing(or

cultivating)theplace.85AftersowingtheseedsAbo-Taniwentabout

livinghislifebeforeroamingfrom heretothere.Hedidnottakeproper

84 Padu,Tejum.,Mopin‘Poopwr’PoonuNwwtom andMvmmvnGogrvoftheGalosof
ArunachalPradesh,FarsightPublication,Delhi,2010,p.33.

85 Padu,Tejum.,op.cit.,p.33.
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careoftheseedsthathehadshown.Howeverbecausethoseseeds

werethemagicaltheyreturnedbacktothelandofMopin.Theseeds

criedandtoldMopinthatAbo-Tanihadsowedthem inabarrenplace

anddidnottakecareofthem.TheyeventoldherthatAbo-Tanievendo

nothaveanyproperinstrumenttostartcultivationproperly.

Abo-Tanireturnedtothefieldandfoundnosymbolsof

germinationofasingleplant.Hewasveryangry,andthoughtallthe

seedswereeatenbythebirdsandinangerhestartedkillingbirdsto

checktheirstomachbuthecouldnotfindanytraceoftheseeds.After

tryinghardtofindtheseedswhenhecouldnotfindtheseedsAbo-Tani

againwenttotheplaceofMopinandDiggo-Yaamiiandtoldherthat

theseedshaddisappeared.MopinwasangryatAbo-Taniandtoldhim

thattheseedshadreturnedbacktoherasAbo-Tanihadnottaken

propercareofthem.SheevenscoldedAbo-Tanifornothavingproper

toolsforcultivation.Abo-TaniafterrealisinghismistakeaskedMopin

forhelpandrequestedhertotellhim howtoacquireagriculturaltools

andalsototeachhim tocultivate.

Mopin agreed to help Taniso,she asked him to

constructaKomduuPora(akindoffishingtrap)atYei-Yela-Buku,so

thathewouldbeabletocaughtHoram,(otter).Who’sRampin(skin)

couldbeusedtoexchangeforthetools.86LikethisMopingaveaknife

to him to constructa Komduu (trap).Abo-Tanifollowed allthe

86 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.
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instructionsandaccordinglycaughtHoram.AfterthathewenttoNyir

Poro’splace(godoftoolsandimplement)andofferedtheskintohim.

AndinexchangeNyirPorogavetoolsandimplementsofcultivation

likeEggi(axe),dao(sword)tohim.AfteracquiringthetoolsAbo-Tani

startedclearingtheforest.Whilehewasbusyinclearingtheforest,

suddenlyYapom andYaji,thedeitiesofthejungleappearedbeforehim

andaskedhim tostopclearingtheforest.87ThenagainAbo-Tani,went

backtoMopin’splace,hetoldherabouttheincidentandaskedher

againtohelphim.

MopinpromisedtohelpAbo-Tani.And,askedYapom-

Yajitogivesomeplotoflandtohim.Buttheydenieddoingso.Dueto

this Mopin made a plan to snatch the whole land from them.

Accordingly,she organised a competition between Abo-Taniand

Yapom-Yaji.Andsaidsometreesshouldbefelledintheforest.When

thetreesdriedup,afirewillbelitandinthemiddleoftheburning

forestallofyouhavetostand.Andintheendtheonewhowillbe

survivehewillbeknownasmasteroftheearth.Meanwhileinadvance

MopinsecretlytoldAbo-Tanitodigapitintheforestandaskedhim to

slipintoitwhenfirestarts.

Accordingly Diyii-Taamiibegins the competition by

puttingfireintheforest.Yapom -Yajicouldnotwithstandthefireand

cameoutofthefiretheyacceptedtheirdefeat.Abo-Tanibyfollowing

87Padu,Tejum.,op.cit,p.33
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alltheinstructiongivenbytheMopinwonthecompetitionandbecame

themasteroftheearth.WiththisAbo-Taniwasfreedfrom allthe

restrictionandstartedcultivationbysowingseedsof‘Miillii-Amlii’.But

itisalsofixedthatAbo-Tanishouldsacrificeanimalsandperform

ritualswheneverneededtopleasedeitiesoftheforest.Yapom-Yajiand

allotherdeitiesrequestedAbo-Tanitohonourmopinwithcelebration

rituals,withtheguidanceandhelpofDiyiiTandPinku-Pinte.Sohe

created image ofMopin,who gives him more seeds,with which

Abo-Tanistartedregularcultivation.

AgainAbo-TaniwentbacktoMopin’splace,butthis

timehewenttoaskhandofherbeautifuldaughterformarriage.88

Mopin accepted Abo-Tanias herson-in-law and also asked her

daughterDiyii-Taamii’sconsentonthis.Thus,likethiswayDiyii-Taamii

andAbo-Tanigotmarried.Marriageceremonywasattendedbythe

Mopinandallthedeities.Mopinpresentedthem agriculturaltools,

seedsandpreciousstone.Earlieritwasbelievedthatthesinglegrain

hasthepowerofpreparingapotfullofrice.Sobothwerehappily

marriedandbegintheirlifefullofpeace.Andbothofthem usedto

cultivatesmallplotoflandbutmadeproperuseofmagicalseeds.

LateronAbo-TaniadditionallymarriedRosi-Taamii,daughterofDiro

(famine),becauseofwhichDiyii-Taamiigotangryandwentbacktoher

mother’splace.Now Rosi-taamiihastotakecareofthehousehold

88Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.
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duties,whichwasearlierfollowedbyDiyii-Taamii.

So, in the absence of Diyii-Taamii, Rosi-Taamii

unknowingpreparedthemagicalgrain.Rosi-Taamiididn’tknow the

powerofsinglegrain,whichhasthecapacitytoprepareapotfullof

rice.89 Thus,sheusedmorethanonegrainatatimeandproduceda

hugequantityofrice.Atfirst,shedidnotknow whattodowiththis

extraquantityofriceandduetoafraidofAbo-Tani’sreaction,she,

calledDirro-Kiibo(hungrydog)tofinishit.Dirro-Kiibocameandateall

extraquantityofrice.Afterthat,Rosi-Taamiiagainpreparedthericeby

usingonlyonegrain,butthistimericedidnotproducedhugequantity

and remained only one.Itwas because,Dirro-Kiibo (famine)ate

magicalpowerofthegrainsaswellastheleftover.DuetothisAbo-

Tanihadtofacefamineforthefirsttimeandhissituationwasterrible.

Mopin and Diyii-Taamiiheard aboutthe miserable

conditionofAbo-Tani,butstillDiyii-Taamiiwasnotwillingtoreturnat

Abo-Tani’splace.Abo-TaniwasverysadwhenheheardthatDiyii-

Taamiiwasveryangryandnotwillingtoreturn.So,Abo-Tanidecidedto

approachDiyii-Taamiiforthelasttimeandwhenheapproachedher,

shecouldn’trefuse.Butsheputaconditionthatisshewillreturnto

him onlyinoneconditionthat‘Rosi-Taamiishouldleaveforever,that

sheshouldbethrownintotheriver,andeventheDirro-Kiiboshouldbe

89Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Kitum Ete,Aged69,PriestofBenevillage,on
12/08/2014.
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destroyed.90 AfterthatAbo-Tanishouldpraymopinandotherdeities

whowillagainprovidehim seeds,andagricultureimplements,only

thenDiyii-Taamiiwouldreturn,alongwithmopin.Thus,accordinglyAbo

-TanikilledRosi-Taamiianddrownedintotheriver.AndDirro-Kiibowas

cutinto piecesand thrown into a waterfall.Then Abo-Tanimade

imagesofmopinandotherdeitieswiththehelpofDiyii-Taamiiand

sincerelyworshippedallofthem.WiththisAbo-Taniimpressedmopin

andalltheotherdeities,inreturnedtheybroughtDiyii-Taamiialong

withthem andbestowedhim withagricultureimplementanddifferent

seeds,exceptthemagicalseedwhichhadthepowerofpreparinglarge

quantityoffoodfrom onesinglegrain.Alsodirectedhim tocelebrate

Mopineveryyear.Abo-Tanialsoobtainedthepowerofcultivatelarge

area.ConsequentlyMopinisbeingcelebratedeveryyearduringthe

sowingseason,hopingforgoodharvestandprosperity.

StagesofJhum Cultivation

Jhum cultivationisalsoknownasModi-RikandTump-

RikintheGalolanguage.Itisstilloneofthesustainingoccupationsof

theGalosandjhum cultivationisprimitiveform ofagriculturepractice.

Theycultivatethreetypesofjhum fieldinayear,thesearePel-Lek,

DochoandRigne.91ThewordPel-Lekmeansafieldexclusivelymeant

90Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.

91Riba,Tomo,op.cit,p.64.
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forgrowingmaize,usuallysmallinsizeandclearedinadvancedso,

thatmaizecanbeeatenduringthecultivation.TheDochoisthefield

forrisingofcrops(generallypaddy)forfirstconsumptionanditislittle

largerthanthatofPel-Lek.ThelastoneisRignewhichmeansmother

fieldormainfield.Ascanbeeasilyseenthethreeclassificationsis

doneonthebasisofrequirementofconsumptionduringcultivation

anddurationofcropgrowth.Tape(maize)takeslesstimetogrowsoit

iscultivatedfirstin Pel-Leksothatitcanbeconsumedduringthe

timepaddygrownin DochoandRignegetreadyforharvesting.92 All

theagriculturalritualsareperformedduringthecultivationofthemain

field.

InentiredistrictofWestSiangdifferenttimetableis

followedforthejhum cultivation,thisisbecauseoftheclimatefactor.

Duetothissomeareasofwestsiangstartstheircultivationlittleearly

andsomeareawereverylate.Thecommandofnatureisseennotless

indeterminingthenatureofjhum inthearea.Cropsareraisedfortwo

tothreeyearsinasingleplot,dependingontheretentionofthefertility

ofthesoil.Therearetwotypeofjhum fieldbasedonfallow period.

AccordingtothatfirstoneisMobiandsecondisMoreforest.InaMobi

forestfallowperiodis6to8andforMoreforest10to15year.Inthis

periodsoilisleftfallow to recoverits.Stagesofjhum cultivation

amongtheGalosofWestSiangdistrictisshowninthetable1.2.

92Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RachaBadak,Aged60,VillageElderofTaivillage,
on05/08/2014.
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Table1.2

StageofJhum cultivationamongtheGalosofwestsiangdistrict

Polo

(month)in

Galos

Month Timeofactivities

Localname Meaning

Rate November Rime-

Panam

Clearing of

jungle for

demarcatio

nofarea.

Rale-Desi December-

January

Hine-

Tenam

Hijir-Jirnam

Felling of

trees

Chopping

of fallen

trees

Lumi-Luki February-

March

Rike-

Runam

Rike-

Romnam

Setting of

fire to the

debris.

Burning of

dry leaves

and

bushes.
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Luchir April Erbu-

Nyinam

Nakum-

Monam

Holu-

Ragnam

Ali

Anyo-

Lignam

Materials

collection

for farm

hut and

fencing.

Constructi

on of the

farm hut.

Erection of

fencing

Sowing of

seeds

Luyo-Tenlo May-June Eijee-

Monam

Rikbo-

Bunam

Weeding

Weeding

outunused

plants
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Hiyo July Tepe Okke

Ali Anyo-

Lanam

Peta

kanam

Harvesting

of

Maize and

other

mixed

crops

To scare

birds

Hite-Pira August-

September

Amo-

Lanam

Amo-

Yabnam

Amo-

Genam

Harvesting

ofpaddy

Winnowing

Paddy

taken to

granary

Source:Fieldsurvey

Thus,the site selection and clearing ofthe forest

generallybegininthemonthofRate(November)toRale(December)

andsometimesgoesuptoDesi(January).Duringthesemonths,fallen

treesweretakingtimetodryduetotheheavyfoganditremainsdump

andwetforfewmoredays.Inmostoftheareasclearingtimeismore
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orlesssameonly,butafterthattheirscheduledaredifferent.Afterthat

RikeRunam (settingoffire)isusuallystarsfrom themonthofLumi

(February).Villagesunderaaloeastsection,Likabali,Kangku,starts

settingoffiresfrom themonthofLumi(February)andAaloWest,

Liromoba,Tirbin,Yomcha,Dari,Gensi,Darak,Kamba sectionstarts

from themonthofLuki(march).Afterthatclearingandburningof

Rigrom Panam (halfburntdebris)willstartgradually.Afterthatfarmers

usedtoNakum Monam (constructofhut)andsoonafterfinishinghut

construction they startthe construction ofthe fencing forthe

protectionofthecrop.93

Inthemostofthearea,sowingofseedstartfrom the

monthofLuchir(April).ThoseareahavinghightemperaturelikeAalo,

Kamba,Likabali,Tirbin,Liromoba,Darak,Bagra,Kankgu,Yomchacircle

startssowingseedsfrom themonthofLuchir(April)andBasar,Dari,

Gensi,SibeCirclestartsSowingSeedsfrom theendofLuchirorsome

timefrom thebeginningoftheLuyo(May)month.Tillthegermination

ofseeds,farmerusedtotakenecessarycarefortheprotectionofthe

crop.Afterthegerminationofseeds,now nextstepisEijeeMonam

(weeding),which is the mostimportantpartand iteffects the

productionofthecrop.Duetothedifferenceintemperature,Eijee

Monam monthisalsodifferent,arealikeAalo,Kamba,Likabali,Tirbin,

93Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RachaBadak,Aged60,VillageElderofTaivillage,
on05/08/2014.
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Liromoba,Kangku,Bagrastartsfrom themonthofLuyo(May)and

arealikeDarak,Yomcha,Basar,Dari,GensiStartsfrom Tenlo(June)till

themonthofHiyo(July).

Thus,aftertheEijeeMonam harvestingofpaddyinWest

Siangdistrictstartsfrom themonthofHite(August) .Aalo,Kamba,

Likabali,Tirbin,Liromoba,Bagra,Kankgucircleharvesttheircropfrom

themonthofHite(August)andDarak,Yomcha,BasarStartstheir

harvestingfrom theendingMonthofHitetillPira(September).Dari,

Gensi,Sibecircleharvesttheircropfrom theendingmonthofPiratill

themonthofLubo(October).Withthehelpoftheirfeetthreshingofthe

grainsisdoneandafterseparatinggrainsfrom straw thegrainsare

storedinthegranaries.Even,afterfinishingharvestingfarmersusedto

visittheirfieldtocollectlocalvegetables.94 Likethiscultivationcycle

willcontinuefortwo-threeyears,dependingonthefertilityofthesoil.

Circlewisejhum cultivationofwestsiangdistricthasbeenshownin

thefollowingtable1.3.

Table1.3CirclewisecycleofJhum cultivationofWestSiang

94Extractfrom anInterviewwithMrs.RibiNgulom,Aged53,ofGogarvillage,on
14/06/2014.
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Stages of
Jhum
cultivation

Selection
ofsite

Clearing
ofjungle
and
felling of
trees

Plot is
left to
dry

Setting
of fire
and
burning
ofdebris

Sowing
ofseeds

Weedin
g

Twice
weedi
ng

Harvestin
g

Threshi
ng and
storing

   

Names of
thecircle

Months

Darak Decembe
r

January Februar
y

March April May June August-
Septemb
er

Octobe
r

Kamba Novembe
r

Decembe
r

Februar
y

March April May June August August-
Octobe
r

Liromoba Novembe
r

Decembe
r

Februar
y

March April May June August August-
Octobe
r

Yomcha Decembe
r

January Februar
y

March April May June August-
Septemb
er

Octobe
r

Aalo Novembe
r

Decembe
r

Februar
y

February-
march

April May June August August-
Octobe
r

Tirbin Novembe
r

Decembe
r

Februar
y

March April May June August August-
Octobe
r

Basar Decembe
r

January Februar
y

March April-May May-
june

June-
July

August-
Septemb
er

Octobe
r

Dari Decembe
r

January Februar
y

March April-May May-
june

June-
July

Septemb
er-
October

Octobe
r

Gensi Decembe
r

January Februar
y

March April-May May-
june

June-
July

Septemb
er-
October

Octobe
r

Sibe Decembe
r

January Februar
y

March April-May May-
june

June-
July

Septemb
er-
October

Octobe
r

Likabali Novembe
r

Decembe
r

Februar
y

February-
March

April May June August August-
october

Kangku Novembe
r

January Februar
y

February-
March

April May June August August-
october

Bagra Novembe
r

Decembe
r

Februar
y

March April May June August August-
october

Sources:FieldSurvey

Preparingthefields

(a)MokKagakNam (siteselection)

ThecycleofJhum cultivationisprecededbyaseriesof

preparatoryactivities which generallybegin in the month ofRate
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(November).95Duringthismonththeappropriatesiteisselectedbythe

individualfamilieswithinthevillageprecincts.Thisactisprecededby

thoroughdiscussionamongmalememberswithinthevillageonwhich

areaistobecleared.Beforeselectingthesitecareistakentoensure

certainnecessitieslikeascertainingthesoilfertility,itshouldnothave

beenpreviouslydemarcatedarea;itshouldnotbeintheisolatedarea

forthesecuritypointofview.Thefieldsshouldhaveproximitywiththat

ofotherfamiliesasitisofcrucialimportance.Protectionofthecrops

from birdsandanimalisalsoanimportanttaskforwhichco-farmeris

requiredandalsoforthefencingthefieldstoaco-farmerisessential

asitbecomesburdensomeforasinglefamilytofencesuchavastarea.

Theassignedmonthforthesiteselectionisdifferentindifferentcircle

of westsiang district.Itdepends mainly on the physicaland

topographicalfeaturesespeciallythemonthonwhichrainyseason

occurs.Thephysiographicconditions,altitudeandaspectofslopeplay

significantroleindeterminationoftemperatureandclimateofthe

region.TemperatureofAalo,Bagra,Kamba,Likabali,Kangku,Tirbin,

Liromoba,isfarhigherthanthatofGensi,DariandBasar.Thereisalso

muchdifferenceinthetemperatureofLikabaliandKangkulocatedin

theSouthandtheNorthWesternpartofdarakcircle.Wheretheformer

remainshotandwarm throughouttheyear,thelatterexperiencecold

95Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.KarnyaKamsi,Aged81,Gam ofDoyorvillage,on
18/02/2014.
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temperature with snow cover.96 Thisdifference isnotbecause of

latitudinaldifferences but altitudinalvariation. Because of this

temperature differences circle like Aalo,Bagra,Kamba,Likabali,

Kangku,Tirbin,Liromoba,Yomcha,Startstheircultivationcyclelittle

earlythantheGensi,Darak,Basar,Dariarea.

Afterselectionofsite,nexttaskisdecidingonthesize

ofthefield.Sizeofthefielddependsontheworkingforcewithinthe

family.Themainworkforceconsistsofthegrownupmembersof

family both men and women,butotherthan family there exists

differenttypesofworkforcenamely,Riguri.efreeexchangeoflabour

betweentherelatives,Rigei.ereciprocalexchangeoflabourandRiglap

i.e exchange of labour on payment in cash or kind like rice,

domesticated animals,traditionalagriculturaltools,etc.97 Inmany

areasitisgenerallyseen thatthereisabroad division oflabour

between the men and the women. Work like clearing ofjungle,

constructionoffarm hut,fencing,thrashingofgrainsandstoringof

grainsaremainlyassignedtomalemembersofthefamilywhileworks

like clearing ofhalfburntdebris,sowing ofseeds,weeding and

harvestingareassignedtothefemalemembersofthefamily. Itis

importanttonotethatthisdivisionofworkisnotrigidandbothmale

andfemaleperform allthetaskofcultivationdependingonindividual

96Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.23.
97Basar,Jumyir,‘’AStudyofIndigeneousKnowledgeSystem InDevelopmentPoliciesAnd

ProgramesWithSocilReferencetoResourcesManagementByTheGaloofArunachal
Pradesh”,Ph.dDissertation,ArunachalPradesh,unpublished,2011,p.106.
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circumstancesandrequirement.

(b)RikePanam (techniquesofclearingforests)

Afterselectingthesite& size,theyusuallystartHin-

Tenam (cuttingtrees)from themonthofRate(November)tillthe

monthofDesi(January).Clearingoftheforestsgenerallystartsfrom

bottom ofahill.98 Firstthesmallertrees,shrubs,herbsandcreepers

arecleared.Thecreepersarepulledoutcutintopiecesandthedead

leavesarescratchedoutsothat,lateronwhenfireissettothefieldit

couldcatchfireproperlyandasheswouldenhancethefertilityofthe

soil.Cuttingofbananaplantsaredoneinadvancebecauseittakes

timetodecay.BeforefellingthebigtreeslikeHillok,aspecialriteis

performedcalledthePombek.Thisriteisperformedasitisbelieved

thatspiritscalledYapom-Yajeresidesinbigtreesandthroughthisrite

permissionto cutthebigtreeissoughtfrom them.99 Thisriteis

performedbytheNyiboandsometimesanimalsacrificesarealsodone.

Usuallya fowlis sacrificed to appease the Yapom,who are the

guardianangelsoftheforest.Intheeveningofthefirstdayofcutting

trees,cleaningofshrubsandcreepers,thecultivatorscelebrateasthe

markofreservationofthefield(RikePagak-Nam).Afterthisprocess

thefieldislefttodryforamonthormore.InthemonthofLumi

(February)farmerscollectwoodsfrom thefield.Generallyonlybig

98 Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.66.
99 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on

19/02/2014.
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treeswhichdryfastandaregoodforburningasfirewoodarecollected,

egKora,Hitir,Talik,Tatek-Loreketcareconsideredasgoodquality

firewood.100TreessuchasTageetcarenotusedasfirewoodasthey

donotburnproperly.

(c)RikeRunam (burningofdriedtreesanddebris)

InthemonthofLuki(March)andLuchir(April),burning

ofdriedtreesanddebrisinthejhum landisdone.Afterensuringthat

thefallentreesarewelldried,fireissettothefield.Utmostcareis

takentoavoidaccidents.Beforesettingthefireatrackismadetobe

usedbythecultivatorwhoisgoingtosetfire.Generallychildrenetcare

notallowedinthefieldonthedayofRikeRunam (settingoffire).

Settingoffireisdonekeepinginmindthedirectiontowardswhichwind

isblowingsothatthedirectionofmovementoffirecanbesomewhat

controlled.Also generally trees and debris are cleared from the

boundaryofthefieldandmovedtowardsthemiddleofthefieldsothat

fireisconfinedwithinthefieldanddonotspreadtothejungle.

(d)Rigrom-Panam (clearingofdebris)

Afterthejhum landissetfiremostofthetreesareburnt.

Buttherestillremainssomehalfburntwoodsanddebrisetc.These

100Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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halfburnedwoodsanddebrisareclearedsothatthefieldcanbemade

readyforsowing.Sometimeshalfburneddebrisisagainsetfiretill

theyareproperlyburnt.Settingfiretojhum landservestwopurposes

forthefarmer,oneithelpstoclearthefieldforsowingandseconditis

believedtraditionallythatburningofwoodsanddebrisinthefield

enhances the fertility ofthe field.101 Clearing ofdebris is done

immediatelyaftersetting fire ofjhum land as halfburned debris

becomeshardanddifficulttocutafterfewdays.

(e)Nakum-Monam andHolu-Ragman(farm hutandfencing)

Oncetheprocessofclearingtheforestthroughburning

isachievedthefarmerbeginstoconstructahut.Thehutisrequiredfor

multiplepurposessuchasarestingplaceduringthecultivationperiod,

storingplaceforthepaddyaftercuttingetc.Inmanypartsofwest

siangthehutishalfconstructedwithouttheroofbeforetheprocessof

burningofhalfburntdebrisisdone.102Thisisdoneasaprecautionso

thattheroofofthehutdoesnotcatchfirewhenthehalfburntdebrisis

puttofire.Intheseareasaftertheburningthehalfburntdebris,the

farmerscompletethehutbyputtingTayek(LivistonaJenkinsianaGriff)

leavesasroofing,whileinsomeareafarmersconstructthecompleted

hutdirectlyaftertheburningofthehalfburntdebris.Bamboos,cane,

Tayekleaves(LivistonaJenkinsianaGriff)and wood arethemain

101Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.

102Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.BetoKamsi,Aged38,ofDoyorvillage,on
19/02/2014.
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materialsfortheconstructionofthehut.ThishutisknownasNakum

ingalodialect.Thisisgenerallysmallinsize,andisraisedabout2to3

metersabovethegroundwithapproximatelengthof4metersand

breadth3metersrespectively.

Soon after finishing the construction of hut,the

constructionofthefencingfortheprotectionoftheplotfrom animals

commences.Itisajointcoordinatedworkofallthefarmersofthe

samesiteasthefencingofonefieldisjoinedtothefencingofnext

fieldsothatacontinuousfencingaroundallthefieldofthesiteis

created. The fencing is made with bamboo and Danik (wooden

post).103Bambooisusuallysplitfrom thecentreintotwoequalparts

alongitsentirelength.TheDanik(woodenpost)areerectedata

distanceof3feetapproximately.Thesplitbambooisknottedtothe

Danik(woodenpost)bytheropecalledPayne(bamboorope)orOso

(canerope)andheldfirm.Generallyaboutfivetosixpiecesofsplit

bambooisknottedtothewoodenpostatadistanceof5inches

(approximately)from one anotherthus creating a strong fencing

aroundthefield.104 Thiscompletestheprocessofpreparingthefield

forcultivation and brings the commencementofthe agricultural

season.

(f)AmoChinnam (sowingofseeds)

103Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Kalom Badak,Aged61,VillageElderofTaivillage,on
05/08/2014.

104Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RachaBadak,Aged60,VillageElderofTaivillage,on
05/08/2014.
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The agriculturalcycle begins with sowing ofseeds

whichusuallystartfrom themonthofApril.Afterthecompletionofthe

processesclearing offieldsand fencing etcdescribed above,the

sowingofseedsstarts.Sowingofseedsisdonemainlybythewomen

andingroups.Generally,adayisfixedforsowingoftheparticularfield

andonthatdaytheownerofthefieldgathersorcallsallhislabour

forcetohelphim forsowingseedsinthefield.Thelabourforceis

generallyaccumulatedeitherthroughRiguri.efreeexchangeoflabour

betweentherelatives,Rigei.ereciprocalexchangeoflabourorRiglap

i.e exchange oflabouron paymentin cash or kind like rice,

domesticatedanimals,traditionalagriculturaltoolsetc.Thesowingof

theseedsstartsfrom thecornerofafield,whichissituatedcloseto

theun-clearedforest.105 Beforesowingthepaddyseedstheyusually

beginplantingsomevegetableslikecucumber,rootcrops,mustard,

chilli,and someothervegetablesforconsumption in between the

cyclesofcultivation.MilletandGiyi(Brassica)aresownthroughbroad

castingandriceandmaizearedibbledperfectlyontheslope.Seeds

aresownthroughthetechniqueofdibblinginwhichwomenwiththe

helpofaHingi(stick)makeholesatadistanceoflessthanhalfmetre

andputseedsintothem andcovertheholeswithsoilbytheirfeet.In

somepartsofwestsiangmalemembersdotheworkofcoveringthe

holeswithsoil.TheyuseDere (atraditionalagriculturaltoolmadeof

105Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.68.
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bamboo)to coverthe holes with soil.106 Generally creepers and

climberslikepumpkin,cucumber,etcaregrowninthecornerofthe

field.

(g)Eijee-Monam (weeding)

TherearetwostagesofweedingknownasMorinand

Moro.107Theselectiveremovalofsomeweedswhichgrowsveryfast

and overgrowsthecropsiscalled Moro.Thesystematicweeding

whereasingleweedisnotallowedtoremainiscalledMorin.The

weedsareuprootedandcarriedinPua(smallbasketmadeofbamboo)

anddumpedinanEipum,adumpingpoint.Theproductionofthecrop

dependsontheweedingwhichhelpsinsofteningofthesoil,allows

penetrationofsunlight,properaerationofsoiletc.

(h)Protectionofcrops

Protectionofthecropsisanimportanttask.Proper

protectionistobegiventothecrops,justafterthesowingandripening.

DifferenttypesoftrapsareusedbytheGalos,toprotectcropsfrom

birdsandanimals.Differentdesignedoftrapsmadeofbamboo,cane,

wood,andstonesareusedtokillbirdsandanimals.Bows,arrowsand

gunsarealwayskeptwiththem inthefield.Eventhefarmerstimely

usedtocheckstrengthofthefenceandsometimeswooden,bamboo

106Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.

107Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GotoBasar,Aged67,Gam ofGorivillage,
on19/08/2014.



83

fence are raised to protect the field from domestic animals.

Sometimesawholefieldisattackedbypestsandinsects.Inthiscase

farmersusedtoperform ritualscalledDirTachi,fortheprotectionof

thecrop.

(i)Amo-Lanam (harvesting)

Beforeharvestingthecrop,everyvillageusedtoperform

aritualcalledAampu-Yuleforthenicecrop.108 Inwhichwholevillage

peoplehavetofollowcertaintabooslikeforaday,wholevillagewillnot

goanywhereneitheranyoutsiderisallowedtoenterthevillage.And

alsoonemoreritualsusedtoperform beforeharvestingthatisZirifor

prosperity.Harvestingofcropsusuallystartsfrom themonthofHite

(August)andduetodifferentintemperatureharvestingtimeisalso

differentinmanyarea.InAalo,Likabaliareaharvestingofcropstarts

from augustandinGensi,Dariareaharvestingstartsfrom endof

Septemberorsometimesstartsfrom themonthofLubo(october).

The ripening ofcrops gives the farmera sense ofsatisfaction.

Harvestingofcropseitherstartsfrom thecornerofthefieldtosavethe

cropsfrom thebeingdestroyedthebirdsandanimalsornearthehutto

makespace.Itisdonebythebothmaleandfemaleandwhileripening

theyusedtocarryIgin(acylindricalshapebasketmadeofbambooand

cane)ontheirback.Harvestedgrainsarethrownintothebasket,and

108Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.KirdoPadu,Aged45,ContractorofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.
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collectedbythebothmaleandfemalethencarriedtoNakum (farm

hut).

(j)Amo-hignam (threshingofthegrains)

Threshingofthegrainsisdonewiththehelpofthelegs

by crashing on the Pese (localmat).simultaneously straws are

separatedfrom thepaddyandthenwinnowingisdonewhereunhealthy

paddyisseparatedbyblowingout.Thisunhealthypaddyorricehuskis

usedinpreparingPoka(ricebeer).109 Thenthegrainsarestoredina

farm hutforthetime-being.

(k)Amo-Lenam (storingofgrains)

Grainsarestoredinthegranaries.Earliergranariesare

usuallyconstructedawayfrom thevillagetosaveitfrom anyfire

accidentinthevillagesbutnow aday’sgranariesareconstructed

withintheboundariesoftheirhouse.Grainswhicharetouchedbythe

continuousrainsarekeptoverthefireinPese(localmat).Maize,root

cropsetcarekeptsmoked.110

Ritualsrelatedtoagriculture

109Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyaiRiba,Aged62,Gam ofRegivillage,
on17/07/2014.

110Extractfrom anInterviewwithMrs.RiikbiNgulom,Aged38,ofGogarvillage,
on14/06/2014.



85

Ritualreferstosomethingthathasthecharacteristicsof

arite,apractiseoranobservationgenerallyofareligionbutcanalso

benonreligious.Itisdefinedbytheoxforddictionariesas“areligious

orsolemn ceremonyconsisting ofa series ofactions performed

accordingtoaprescribedorder”.

Ritualsplayasignificantroleinanysocietyespeciallyin

atribalsociety.Lifeintribalsocietiesisgenerallyverycloselyrelatedto

thenature,thehills,forestsandtheriversetc.becauseofthistribal

livelihoodisfullofritesandrituals.Thegalosocietyisalsofullofrites

andrituals.Thereisaritualassociatedwithalmostineveryaspectof

lifeintheGalosocietysuchasritualsassociatedwithbirth,death,

marriage,cultivationetc.

Therearedifferenttypesofritualswhichareassociated

withtheentirecycleofjhum cultivation.Someoftheseritualsare

individuallyinitiatedlikePombeketcwhileotherslikeMopinetcare

communityinitiated.AlmostallthereritualsareperformedbytheNyibo

(priest)andsomekindofsacrificeeitheranimalorbirdisdoneinthese

rituals.The importantrituals associated with the cycle ofjhum

cultivationareexploredbelow.

A.Pombek
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TheritualcyclebeginswithPombekrituals.Itisusually

performedbeforefellingthebigtreeslikeHillokduringtheprocessof

clearingoftheforestforcultivation.111And,thisritualisperformedonly

inthosefieldswherethisbigtreelikeHillokisfound.Thisriteis

performedasitisbelievedthatspiritscalledYapom-Yajeresidesinbig

treesandthroughthisritepermissiontocutthebigtreeissoughtfrom

them.ThisriteisperformedbytheNyibo.Usuallyafowlissacrificedto

appeasetheYapom,andsometimesanimalsacrificesarealsodone.It

isbelievedthatifbigtreeslikeHillokarecutwithoutperformingthis

ritualitangerstheYapom-Yaje(spirit)andbringsbadluckandillness

totheonewhocutsthetree.112

B.Hingi-Genam (tobearthegiftofgod)

ThisritualisperformedtoreceivetheblessingofAyi-

Agam (diety)duringthesowing,weedingandharvestingprocess.This

ritualisperformedbytheNyiboduringtheprocesssowingofseedin

thefield.Thepriestandthemalemembersofthefamilypreparea

representationofthedeityAyi-Agam (whoisconsideredtobethegiver

ofgoodluckandgoodharvest).Therepresentationismadefrom

bambooandvarietiesofthegrasssuchasEnshi,Hikaareusedto

makeimagesofthespirits.113Duringtheritualsthepriestchantssome

111Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,
on19/02/14.

112Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.

113Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Kitum Ete,Aged69,PriestofBenevillage,
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hymnsandsacrificesoffowlsforinvokingthedietyisdone.Asmall

quantityofricepowderandbloodofthefowlsaresprayedoverthe

representationofthedietyandotheragriculturetool.

C.Aampu-Yule

Thisritualisperformedbeforeharvestingofthecrop,

usuallyinthemonthofJuly.Thisisacommunityinitiatedritualwhere

thepriestpraysforthegoodharvestfortheentirevillageasawholeas

wellas forthe protection ofthe crop from being destroyed.114

Sometimesmaturedcropssufferfrom variousdiseases,namelypaddy

blast,rootknotetc.TheGalosbelievethatsuchdiseasesarecaused

bythevariousspiritslikeYapom-Yaje.Thus,inordertoprotectthe

cropsandtoappeasethesespiritstheyperform thisritual.Inevery

villageofGalosthisritualisperformedforabountifulcrop.After

performingthisritualtheentirevillagepeoplehavetofollow ataboo

foranentiredayi.e.nextdayaftertheritualisperformed.Accordingto

thetaboopeopleofthevillagehavetostayintheirownvillageandare

notallowedtogooutsidethevillageneitherareoutsidersisallowedto

enterthevillage.115

D.AmoMamnam

on12/08/2014.
114 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,

on17/07/2014.
115 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged65,PriestofRegivillage,

on23/07/2014.



88

Amo-Mamnam istheritualsassociatedwiththestoring

ofthefreshlyharvestedgrainsoftheseason.Thisritualisperformed

whenthecrophasbeencultivatedandisgoingtobestoredinthe

granary.116 Theritualisperformed bythehead ofthefamilyand

generallypriestisnotrequired.Inthisritualthenewlyharvestedgrains

arestoredinthegranaryandarecoveredwithacarpetlikeobject

madeoutofbambooropescalledUpo.Theheadofthefamilythen

smearsgingerpaste,ricepasteandPoka(ricebear)ontheUpo.

Throughthisritualisawayofshowinggratitudetothegodforagood

harvestandalsoaprayerforprotectionofthegrainsfrom rodentsetc

duringstorageinthegranary.Inthisritualpeopleareprayingthedeity

Ayi-Agam,whoisconsideredtobethegiverofgoodluckandgood

harvest).Intheeveningdomesticanimalsaresacrificedandthereisa

smallfeastwithfriendsandfamily.

E.Yojir

Yojiris anotherimportantritualassociated to with

cultivation.It is not associated with any particular process of

cultivationbutisperformedforgoodharvestandgoodluckforthe

wholefamily.117Yojirisaverycostlyritualandnoteveryoneisableto

116Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.

117Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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perform it.Ittakesmorethanayearforitspreparationandisgenerally

performedinthemonthofSeptember.Itisgenerallyperformedbywell

todofamiliesofthevillage.Thefamilywiththemeansandhavingthe

desiretoperform theritual“Yojir”conductsaRoksinKanam (chicken

liverdivination)atthefamilyleveltodetermineifitisintheirluckto

conducttheritualornot.Ifthroughthetestitisestablishedthatitis

notintheirlucktoconducttheritualYojirthentheycannotperform the

Yojir.ButifthetestresultindicatesthattheycanconductYojirthen

anotherRoksinKanam (chikenliverdivination)isperformedtoselect

thepriestwhowillperform theYojirforthefamily.

Malefolkandchildrenfrom everyfamilyparticipatein

these rituals.Forthe ritualYojiridols ofdiety“Mopin Ampir”is

preparedusingbamboo,anddifferenttypesoflocallyavailablegrass

andshrubs.Forpreparationofasymbolofthedietytwonightandtwo

daysarerequired.OnthedayoftheritualtheNyiboandhisassistant

Bo(co-priest)chantshymnsand animalslikeMithun,cows,pigsand

chickenetcaresacrificed.womenfolkofthevillagespayvisitwithrice

beerinaKomtu(bambootube)andtheyserveallthememberspresent

attherituals.118ThisactistermedasOpo-Hika.Onthefollowingday

oftheritualAar(taboo)isobservedwithinthevillage.Thefollowing

daywomenofthevillageareinvitedbytheownerofthehouseandare

servedwiththefoodandricebeer.Onthethirdfollowingdayofthe

118Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.
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sacrificetheNyibo,theBo(co-priest)and somefamilymembersvisit

thepaddyfieldoftheonewhoperformedthe“Yojir” tospreadthe

goodluckandforgoodharvestofthefield.

F.Mode

Modeisoneofthebig ritualsoftheGalosthatis

associatedwithcultivationandthisritualisgenerallyperformedinthe

monthofApril.119 LikeYojiritisnotassociatedwithanyparticular

processofcultivation.Modeisperformedinbothjhum andsettled

typeofcultivation.InGalossocietyitisamatterofgreatprideto

perform thisritualasitisdifficultandhighlyexpensive.Everyone

wantstoperform thisritual,butsometimeseventhoughthepersonis

veryrichheisunabletoperform thisritualasitisbelievedthatgod’s

givessymbolsto the person (orthe family)who are suppose to

perform thisritual.Whetherapersoncanperform thisritualornotis

determinedthroughRoksin-Kanam (chikenliverdivination).Ifthrough

theRoksin-Kanam indicationforModeritualsarefoundthenonlythis

ritualcanbeperformed.Theprocedureofthisritualissimilartothatof

Yojirbutwithmorenumberofsacrificesandabiggerfeast.Whena

personperformedthisritualtheyhavetofollowcertainrestrictionfora

yearliketheyarenotpermittedtogivegrainstoanyonefrom their

119Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.
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granaries.120Theserestrictionsarelaidoutbythepriest.Alsoforfive

daysfollowingtheperformanceoftheritualthemembersofthefamily

observestabooandaccordinglyremainrestrictedintheirownhouses,

neitherdotheyallow anyonetoentertheirhouses.Forfivedaysthey

willonlyeatthemeatleftoverfrom theModeritual.Someofitis

smokedandtheygenerallyavoidconsuminggreenleafyvegetables

during those five days.Mode is usually performed forensuring

prosperityandasacelebrationeveryonesmearseachother’sfacewith

ricepaste.ItisoneofthebigritualsinGaloswhereMithunissacrificed.

G.Hoorin

LikeMode,HoorinisanotherimportantritualofGalos

associated with cultivation where the Mithun is sacrificed.Hoorin

ritualsareperformedinNasu(granary)inthemonthofApril.Nasuisa

separatebuildingconstructedawayfrom thehouseforstorageof

grains.Thisritualisdedicatedtothegoddessofwealthi.e.Mopin,

Pinku-Pinte and those who perform this ritualseek wealth and

prosperity.121 LikeModeeveryonewantstoperform thisritualsbut

everyoneisnotluckyenough.ForHoorinalsoitisbelievedthatgods

revaeltotheperson(orthefamily)iftheyaresupposedtoperform the

ritual.Whetherapersoncanperform thisritualornotisdetermined

throughaRoksin-Kanam.IfthroughtheRoksin-Kanam indicationfor

120Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.

121Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.
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Hoorinritualsarefoundthenonlythisritualcanbeperformed.The

proceduresofHoorinaresimilartothatofModeandYojirbutonlythe

chantsandhymnsoftheNyiboandbochange.Alsothenumberand

typesofanimalsacrificediffersinthethreerituals(Mode,Yojir,Hoorin).

WhenapersoninitiatestheritualofHoorintheyhaveto

followsomerestrictionforayearasspecifiedbythepriest.122Alsofor

fivedaysaftertheritualstheywillbeconfinedintheirownhouseand

nooneisallowedtoentertheirhouse.Forfivedaystheywillonlyeat

themeatleftoverfrom theHoorinritual.Theyaretogenerallyavoid

consuminggreenleafyvegetablesduringthosefivedays. Thosewho

observetheritualarenotallowedtoeatsomespecificlocalvegetables

likeHibefortheentireyear.Howevertheyareallowedtoconsume

ginger.LikeMode,inHoorinalsopeoplemakemerrybysmearing rice

pasteoneachother’sface.

H.Mopin

MopinisthebiggestritualofGalos,associatedwith

agriculture.TheMopinhasbeenderivedfrom thetwowordsMoand

Aapin,MoandMokocarriesthemeaningofwholeearthandAapin

meanspollen.123Thus,itcarriesthe meaningoffloweringearth,Aapin

122Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.

123Extractfrom Article“OriginofMopinFestivalinBroadPerspective”byGumkenBagra,
publishedin Diggo-YamoMopinSouvenir2014,PublishedbyCentralMopin
CelebrationCommitee,Aalo,2014,p.12.
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(pollen)whichisthemainsourceoffertilizer.Thegenesisofthe

celebration hasbeen traced backto thelegendsofAbo-Tani,the

mythicalancestorofTanigroupoftribesincludingtheGalos.So,the

celebrationremindthedaysofAbo-TaniwhenmotherMopinherself

ledAbo-Tanifrom dream toworldofrealitiesineverythinghedo.

Accordingly,Abo-Tanicelebratedmopineveryyearduringthetimeof

sowingseedsforgoodharvest.Subsequently,peoplecelebratedMopin

asAbo-Tanihadstartedbuttruthisbeyondthereachofthehistoryof

mankind.

Itisobservedbythewholecommunityintheform ofa

festival.Mopinisobservedforwealthandprosperity.Itiscelebrated

forfivedaysusuallyinthemonthofAprilbeginningfrom 5thofApril.

Fordifferentvillagesdateisfixedbyvillagememberswithinthemonth

ofApril.ThisfestivalistobecelebratedwithinthemonthofApril

becauseitisthemonthofsowingofseedsandthroughMopinthe

peoplepraytoDiggo-Pirne(goddessofsowing)andMopin(goddessof

wealthandprosperity)foragoodharvestandprosperity.124

ForobservingMopinallthemembersofthecommunity

conductameetingtoplanthecelebrations.Duringthemeetingone

familyisselectedtobetheonewhowillsacrificetheMithunduringthe

celebrationoftheMopinritual.ThefamilyisnamedasthePingi-Neri.

124Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.BingeEte,Aged56,HeadGam ofBenevillage,on
11/08/2014.
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InsomevillagesRoksin-Kanam isalsoconductedtodecidewhowill

becomethePingi-Neri.125

During the Mopin ritual,the Nyibo makes prayerto

Mopin(goddessofwealthandprosperity)andmithun,pigs,cow,fowls

etcaresacrificedtopleasethegoddess.Inthisfestivalpeopleplay

withItee(ricepowder)bysmearingitoneachother’sfaces.Thefifth

dayofthefestivalismarkedwithafarewellfeastinhonourofthe

Mopin.

Conclusion

Thuswecanobservethatitisnotpossibletoexactlypin

pointthe origin,route ofmigration and specific timelines ofthe

migration oftheGalos.Thisisbecausethereisno written record

availableandwhateverknowledge(orrecord)wehaveisintheform of

oralrenditionpassedonfrom generationstogenerations.Althoughno

exactconclusionregardingmigrationoftheGaloscanbeascertained

duetolackofwrittenrecordsitcanberoughlyestimatedthatallthe

Galoshavemigratedfrom aplacecalledTadaDegelocatedintheupper

courseofSiyom rivernearMcMohanlineinIndoTibetainborder.Thisis

mentionedinmanybookswrittenabouttheGalosandalsoduringmy

125Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,on11/08/2014.
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interviewindifferentvillagesofGaloareas.From TadaDegetheycame

toTopoGolowheretheyacquiredthenameGalo.From heredifferent

Galosmigratedandsettledindifferentareas.LiketheLareGaloscame

tobasarandnearbyareas,thePugoGalossettledinAaloareas,theKari

-KarkaGalossettledinYomchaandnearbyareas.

Galosareanagrariansocietyandmajorityofthepopulationisengaged

inagriculture.Jhum cultivationisthetraditionalpracticeoftheGalos.

TheybelievethatthepracticewasfirststartedbyAbo---Tanithefirst

ancestorofthe Galos and since then Galos has been practicing

jhumming.Therearesixstagesofjhum cultivation and thereare

specificmonthsassociatedwitheachstage.InallcirclesofWest

Siangthesestagesareperformedbutthereisslightvariationinthe

timingasillustratedintable1.2..

TheGalosareasuperstitioustribeandtheybelievein

lotsofritualandtaboos.Galosbelievethatallthingsofthenaturearea

creationofsupernaturalpowerandthattheireveryactionisbeing

watchedoverbyinvisiblesupernaturalbeingswhopunishesorrewards

them accordingtotheiractions.Becauseofthisbeliefwheneverthey

extractanythingfrom naturebywayofhunting,fishingoragriculture
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theyperform ritualstoseekpermissionandtothankthesupernatural

beings.Inthefieldofjhum cultivationalsoGalosfollowalotofrituals

andtaboossuchas Dir-Tachi,Ampu-Yulu,Pombek,Hingi-Genam,Amo

-Mamnam,YojirHoorin,Modeetc.Evenintoday’smoderntimesGalos

areperformingtheseritualswithtruefaith.

Chapter3

TraditionalandModernAgriculturalPractices
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OriginsofTerraceCultivationAndWetRiceCultivation

Agriculture,aspracticedinoneplacebyasettledfarmer

in which field are notrotated is called sedentary agriculture.126

Sedentarycultivationthusreferstothetypeofcultivationinwhichthe

field iscultivated continuouslyseasonafterseasonand no fallow

periodisallowedinbetween.Themainfeatureofsedentarycultivation

isthatirrigationisamustforsuchtypeofcultivationbeitthrougha

riverora smallstream.Irrigation is necessary forthis type of

cultivationbecausethewaterhelpsinincreasingandretainingthe

fertility ofthe soil.Waterfrom rivers orstreams brings with it

necessaryminerals,manures (from dead and decayed plants and

animals)andothersedimentsfrom upstream anddepositsitinthe

fieldleadingtoincreaseinfertilityofthesoil.Therearetwotypesof

sedentarycultivationpractisedbytheGalocommunityofArunachal

Pradesh,namelywetricecultivationandterracecultivation.

Ayi-Pata-Rike(wetricecultivation)isdoneinflatvalley

areawhichhasperennialsourceofwaterfrom river,stream,tributaries,

etc.Whereasterracedcultivationisdoneinhillyareasmakingaplotin

terracedwayanditcompletelydependsontherainwater.

TheonlytribeinentireArunachalPradeshwhichpursue

thismethodofagricultureistheApatanitribesettledinthesubansiri

126Pandey,Deepak,opcit.,p.138.
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district.127Nearly a century ago,in 1897,R.B.Mccabe visited the

Apataniplateauandsurprisinglynoticed’highlycultivatedandartificially

irrigatedterraces.128Whichhadbeendevelopedinthepastimmemorial.

Thewetricecultivation,asanaturalsequenceintheBasarbowlof

presentWestSiang district.129 Terraced ricecultivation wasfound

amongtheMonpasofTawangdistrictandamongtheSherdukpensof

WestKemangdistrict.TheNyisisinthefoothillsofthelowerSubansiri

district,theKhamptisofLohitdistrictand SingphosofChanglang

districthadadoptedwetricecultivation,perhapsfrom theadjoining

plains ofAssam.The membas ofWestSiang districthad also

developedterracedricecultivation,butthebulkofcommunitiesused

topracticejhum cultivationtillthemiddleofthecentury.130

TheGalosrefertosedentarycultivationasPata-Rikeor

Isi-Rike.Isi-Rikeisderivedfrom twolocalwordsIsimeaningwaterand

Rikemeaningfiledthusreferringtowatersuppliedfieldoranirrigated

field.Thetraditionalagriculturewasprimarilyjhum cultivationandwas

theonlyknownform ofagricultureamongtheGalos.Butlateronwet

ricecultivationandterracedcultivationwasalsoadoptedandgained

popularity.Before the 1962,the Galos were also one of the

hierarchicallytraderbyoccupation.Theyhadtraderelationwiththeir

127Pandey,Deepak,Op.cit.,p.138.
128From R.BMcCabes’reportinV.Elwin(ed),India’sNorthEastFrontierintheNineteenth

Century,Oxford UniversityPress,1959,P.191.
129J.K.Barthakur,op.cit.,p.7.
130Dutta,S.,op.cit.,p.336.
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neighboursthatisTibetandAssam.Duringthatperiodsomeofthe

GalotradernoticedthewetricecultivationofplainsofAssam,which

wasacompletelyadifferentkindofagriculturepracticeforthem.The

curiositymadethem togathersomeknowledgeaboutthewetrice

cultivation.After procuring allthose knowledge about wet rice

cultivation,theyulilisedthegatheredknowledgeandstartedthewet

ricecultivationinthevalleysection.Thus,itisverydifficulttopinpoint

the exactdate forthe beginning ofboth wetrice cultivation and

terracedcultivationinwestsiang.AccordingtoMr.Nitum RibaDistrict

Agriculture Officer of Aalo the district head-quarter,sedentary

cultivation mighthave started with the establishmentofseparate

AgricultureOfficein1955atAalo,whichwasearlierworkingunder

RuralWorks Departmentas planned economic developmentwas

introducedafterIndia’sindependence.131 Inthe1950stherewasa

massive governmentattemptto introduce and promote wetrice

cultivationandterracedricecultivation asagainstjhum cultivationas

thepolicymakersconstruedthat largescalejhum cultivationwas

leadingtodeforestation.Itispossiblethatbecauseofthisgovernment

initiativestepswetricecultivationaswellasterracedricecultivation

gainedpopularityamongGalos.Duringthattimevillagelevelworker

wasassignedwiththedutiestopromotesedentarycultivationamong

the people.They guided the villagers aboutvarious benefits of

131Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Nitum Riba,DistrictAgriculturalofficer,
on11/08/2014.
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sedentarycultivationascomparedtojhum cultivationandencouraged

them toadoptthesame.

InYomchacircleterracedcultivationwassaidtohave

started in between 1950s by YomrakYomcha.132 According to the

peopleofyomchacircle,hewenttoAssam inthosedaysandnoticed

thewetricecultivation.133 HeaskedfarmersofAssam andgathered

knowledgeaboutwetricecultivation.Afterthatheutilized allthe

gatheredknowledgeandopenedfirstsettledtypeofagriculturein

Yomchacircleandwiththisthepeopleofthatareaslowlyadoptedthe

newform ofagriculture.LikewisemanyvillagesofWestSiangdistrict

were attracted to the new form ofthe agriculture eitherthough

governmentinitiativeorfrom neighbouringAssam.Terracedandwet

ricecultivationquicklygainedpopularityandmanyadoptedthisnew

form ofagriculture.Asfarmersrealisedthatproductioninthistypeof

cultivationiscomparativelyhighthanthejhum cultivation,whichina

longrunismuchprofitable.inspiteofthisitcouldnotreplacetheold

traditionalagriculturepracticeofjhum cultivationcompletely,because

they are very much depend on jhum cultivation fortheirbasic

necessities.

Wetricecultivation

132Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha
villageon02/08/14.

133Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.
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Wet rice cultivation is the most popular form of

cultivationpractisedbytheGalocommunity.Itispracticedinallthe

circlesofGaloinhabitedareaisthemainsourceoflivelihoodinWest

Siangdistrict.Inthistypeofcultivationaplainlandlocatednearariver,

stream ortributaryisselectedbythefarmerfordevelopingitintoa

field.Thefarmerraisesridgestocompartmentalizetheplainlandinto

rectangularshapedboxescalledHipe.ThesecompartmentsHipeare

used forretention ofwaterforpaddy cultivation.Generally big

compartmentsaremadeinareaswhicharemorelevelledandsmaller

compartmentsaremadeinareaswherelandisnotlevelled.Wetrice

fieldsareirrigatedfrom riversandstreamsbydiggingacanalsystem

from thefieldtotheriverorstreams.Thesecanalsarelocallycalled

Nallahandinareaswherethesourceofwaterisfarsuchcanalsrun

manykilometreslong.Inaalocirclewetricefieldsarelocatedonthe

banksofriverSipu,YomgoandSiang.

TerraceCultivation

A terrace isapieceofslopedlandorahillthathasbeen

cutintoaseriesofsuccessivelyrecedingflatsurfacesorplatforms

whichresemblesteps.Thistypeoflandscapingiscalled terracing.As

statedaboveterracedcultivationisatypeofsettledcultivationin

whichthefieldiscreatedbycuttingaterracedplotinahillyarea.Here

thegraduatedterracestepsarecarvedonhillyormountainousterrain

tocreateaflatsurfaceforfarming. Thefieldorplotforterraced
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cultivationisverydifficulttocreateasittakesalotofhardworkand

skilltocarveoutaterracedfieldinahill.Inthistypeofcultivationwater

ispreservedonthehilltopforestsandchannelleddowntotheterraces

forirrigationthroughcannels. Itiscomparativelycostlyand also

difficulttomakecanalsintoterracedfieldforirrigation.Becauseofthis

terracedcultivationisnotverypopularamongtheGalos.Itispracticed

inAalo,Bagra,Basar,Darak,Kamba,Liromoba,Yomcha,Tirbin,Dari,

Gensi,andSibecircleexceptLikabaliandKangkucirclebutnumberof

terracedfieldsareverylimitedintheseareas.134 Alsotheexisting

terracedricecultivationfieldsaretheonesthathavebeencreatedlong

timeagoandthereisnovisiblenew terracedcultivationfieldbeing

creatednowadaysingaloareas.

StagesofSedentaryCultivation

Thecyclesofsedentarycultivationarethesameinall

circlesofWestSiangdistrict.Theonlydifferencesbeingintimetable

forthecultivationseason.IntheareaswithlowtemperaturelikeBasar,

Darak,DariYomcha,etcfarmingseasonstartslateascomparedto

areaswithhighertemperaturelikeLikabali,Aalo,Bagra,etcwhere

farming seasons comparativelystarts early.Variation in period of

famingseasonalsodependsondependsontypeofseedfarmers

preferredtocultivate,ascultivationperiodofsomeseedsofpaddyare

134Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Nitum Riba,DistrictAgriculturalofficer,on
11/08/2014.
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longerthanothers.ThecultivationofLemuk,Tapa,Pauseedsbegins

inthemonthofJanuary-Februaryandtheirharvestingisdoneinthe

month ofAugust-September.Thecultivation ofMipun and Kamti

seedsbeginsinthemonthofJulyand itsharvesting startsfrom

NovemberandcontinuestillDecember

Althoughsedentarycultivationhastwo typesnamely

wetricecultivationandteracedcultivation,thecultivationstagesand

cropscultivatedinbothwetricecultivationandterracedricecultivation

is same.The difference between them exists only in terms of

topographyoffield,openingoffields,andirrigationsystem.Intermsof

tropography offield the difference between both this sedentary

cultivationisthatwetricecultivationisdoneinflatvalleyandterraced

cultivationisdoneinhillyarea.OpeningofTerracedfieldisdoneby

curvingoutseriesofsuccessivelyrecedingflatsurfacesinahillwhile

opening ofwetrice field is done bycoverting a plain land into

rectangularshapedboxes.Intermsofirrigationsystem wetricefieldis

generally irrigated by rivers while terraced fields are irrigated by

streams.Thedifferentstagesofcultivationinsedentarycultivationare

enumeratedbelow:

i. Kotiya-Pinnam (broadcastingofgrains)

Wetricecultivationandterracecultivationstartsfrom

lateDesi(January)inAalo,Bagra,Likabali,Kangku,Tirbin,Kamba,and

inLiromoba,Basar,Dari,Gensi,Sibe,Darak,Yomchaitstartsfrom Lumi
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(February).Inthismonthsmallplotoffieldisclearedandseedsare

broadcastthere.Thisplotisgenerallylocatedinthecornerofthefield

foreasycarryingoftheKotiya(seedling)tothemainfield.Someofthe

termsusedbyAssamesefarmersarealsousedbytheGalos,assome

practicesofthesedentarycultivationareadoptedfrom adjoiningplains

ofAssam.ForinstanceKotiyaisawordwhichhasanAssameseorigin.

Before broadcasting seeds a smallplotofland is

cleanedanddugupwiththehelpofKutar(spade).Afterthatdebrisare

takenout.Simultaneously,athomethepaddyseedsarewettedinthe

Igin(basketmadeofbamboo)formorethantwodays.Afterthat

wettedpaddyisbroadcastintheplotandwholeplotiscoveredby

Tokoleavesorbythetarpaulintilltheseedsarenotsproutedout.For

wintercropsMipunandKamtibroadcastingofgrainsstartsfrom the

monthofHiyo(July).

ii. Himi-Teb-Bin-Nam (weeding)

Soon afterbroadcasting ofpaddyweeds,grassand

smallplantsthathavegrowninthefieldduringtheoffseasonarecut

from therootandkepttodry.Afterdryingtheyareburnedandash

particlesareleftinthefieldforfertility.Nextisthecleaningofthe

Nalah-Ibin-Nam (irrigationcanal).Heretheentirestretchofirrigation

canalfrom thefield upto thesourceofwater-riverorstream-is
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cleanedofdebris,sandandstones.135

iii. GimikorTagmik,(tillingofplot)

Afterthe field hasbeen cleared ofweeds,the next

processofisthetillingofland.Traditionallylandusetobetilled

manuallyusingaspade.Withthepassageoftimepeoplestartedthe

useofanimalsforploughingoffield.Thispractiseofusinganimals

mainlyoxenforploughingthefieldiscalledAal-Ginam andhasbeen

learntbyGalo farmers from the neighbouring state ofAssam.136

UsuallytwooxisusedtoploughthefieldandtheyarecalledtheAal.

TheinstrumentusedforploughingthefieldiscalledNangol.Itismade

ofwoodwithasharpironplateattachedtotheedgeforploughing.

Now aday’smachineslikepowertiller,tractor(onlyinbigfield)are

usedfortillingpurpose.

iv. Isi-Peliknam (wateringofthefield)

Afterploughing,thefieldisfloodedwithwaterfrom the

irrigationcanal.Thefieldiskeptfloodedforaboutaweektomakethe

soilwetandsoft.AfterthefieldhasbecomesoftnextistheMoi-

Narnam (levellingofsoil). Heretheamountofwaterinthefieldis

reducedsothatthesoilcanbeproperlylevelled.Whilelevellingthesoil

135Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GotoBasar,Aged67,Gam ofGorivillageon
22/08/14.
136Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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theremainingdebrislikegrassetcareremovedfrom thefieldcalled

Naya-Upak-Nam.137Thisprocessisusuallydoneinthemonthoflumi

(February)andLuki(March).ForwintercropsMipunandKamptipaddy

theseprocessesaredoneinthemonthofHiyo(July)itself.

v. Amo-Dinam (transplantationofseedlings)

Aftercompletingtheprecedingprocessesthefieldis

now readyforsowing.Plantingofseedlingsisdoneinthemonthof

Luchir(April).ForMipunandKamtipaddy(wintercrops)itisdonein

themonthofHite(August).Whentheseedlings(Kotiya)plantedinthe

seedbedsgrowsto aboutapproximatelyfiveinchesinheightitis

carefully picked up from seedling plotand keptin the water.

Sometimesitisdirectlybroughttothefieldandplantedintheplot.Ata

timeoneortwoseedlingsareplanteddependinguponitssizeand

fertilityofsoil.Thedistancesbetweentwoseedlingsarenearlysixto

seveninches.

vi. Pe-Ra-Monam (weeding)

Afterplanting ofseedlings the nextstep is Pe-Ra-

Monam (weeding).Alongwiththeplantedseedlingstheregrowssome

weedsanditisverynecessarytopickoutthoseweedsasitmay

137Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GotoBasar,Aged67,Gam ofGorivillageon
22/08/14.
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disturbanddestroythehealthygrowthofthecrops.AmongGalosit

hasbeenobservedthatweedingisdonetwiceinoneseason.Weeding

isgenerallycarriedinthemonthofTenlo(June)andsecondweedingis

doneinthemonthofHiyo(July)andHite(August).Howeverthistime

tableisnotfixedanddependsonthegrowthofweedsinthefield.138

WeedsgrowingontheGil(contours)oftwoplotsarealsoGil-Pabin-

Nam (cleaned),whilepickingouttheweedsoftheplot.

vii. Useoffertilisers

TraditionallyGalosdonothavethepractiseofusing

fertilisersinthefields.Thisismainlybecauseoflackofknowledgeand

availabilityoffertilizersinoldentimes.Alsothefieldwerehighin

fertilityandproductionwasenoughforselfconsumptionandhence

therewasnoneedoffertilizers.Butinrecenttimessomefarmers

especiallyinAalo,BasarandLikabalicirclesareusingfertilizersto

enhanceproductivityoftheirfield.Thepractiseofusingfertilizersis

being popularised by Departmentof Agriculture,Governmentof

ArunachalPradeshthroughtrainingsessionsforfarmers,interaction

byvillagelevelworkersetc.Fertilisingthefieldsisgenerallydoneafter

weedingiscompletedbutsomefertilizersareusedduringandafterthe

ploughingoffield.139

138Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha
village
on02/08/14.

139Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.BingeEte,Aged56,HeadGam ofBenevillageon
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viii. ProtectionofPaddyFrom Birds,Animals,InsectsAndPests

Itistheoneofthemostimportantworksforthefarmers.

Whenthepaddyplantsgrowup,thengrainsstartstocomeoutinthe

plant.Thisisoneofthecrucialtimeforthefarmersashehasto

providepropercaretothecropsandprotectitfrom birdsandanimals

tillthereapingtimecomes.Therearemanyinstancesofcropsbeing

destroyedbybirdsoranimalsduetolackofproperprotection.The

Galocommunityhasbeenpracticingagricultureparticularlyjhum since

timeimmemorialand hasdeveloped anumberoftechniquesand

devicestoproptectitscrop.Thesetechniquesanddevicescanbe

dividedintotwotypesonetoscareawaybirdsandothertoprotectthe

cropfrom theanimals(bothdomesticatedandwild).Devicestoscare

awaybirdsincludeBor-Bor,Takop,Tajen,Pettamoleetc.140

(a) Bor-Bor

Itisacontraptionmadeofbamboopoleofabout6to8

feetheight.Herethetopendofthebamboo(aboutonefoot)issplit

intoabout10to12timesthroughthelengthsothataninstrument

resemblingabroom ismade.141About10to15suchbamboopolesare

placedatdifferentcornersofthefieldandaTajen(rope)istiedbelow

thesplitendofthebamboo.WhentheotherendoftheTajenispulled

12/08/14.
140 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.
141Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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bythefarmeritcausesthesplitbamboostostrikeagainstoneanother

whichproducea“Bor-Bor”sound.Thissoundscaresawaythebirds

from thefieldtherebyprotectingthecrops.

(b)Takop

Takopisanothercontraptionusedtoscareawaybirds.

Hereabambooofaboutonefeet iscutkeepingoneendopenand

otherendclosedfrom thenode(likeaelongatedwaterglass).142thena

woodenpoleofabout6to8footisinsertedinsidethebamboo.Here

careistakentoselectathinpieceofwoodsothatthereisenough

spaceforthewoodenpoletomoveinsidethebamboopiecefreely.

Nextaholeismadeinthebamboopiece.FinallyaTajen(longrope)is

insertedthroughtheholeandistiedtothewoodenpole.Now this

contraptionisplacedatdifferentcornersofthefield.WhentheTajenis

pulledbythefarmer,thewoodenpolestrikesagainstthebamboo

makinga“Tak-Tak”soundwhichscaresawaythebirds.143

(c)Tajen

Herelongropesmadeofbambooaretiedcrisscross

acrossthefieldandIpuk(bambooscales)orbanana stem cutinto

abouthalffeetlongarehungintotheropesatadistanceofabout2

feetfrom oneanother.WhenwindblowsthebananastemsorIpuk

142Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,
on23/07/2014.

143Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,
on17/07/2014.
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alongwiththebambooropemovesvigorouslytherebyscaringthe

birds.144

(d)Petta-Molena(scarecrow)

Thisisapopularmethodusedinmanyotherpartsofthe

countryalso.Hereanimitationofmanismadefrom differentlocally

availableitemslikebamboo,wood,paddystraw etcandplacedat

differentlocationsofthefield.Tomakeitlookmoreauthenticold

clothesandoldhatsareused.

(e)Holuu(fencing)

Fencingistheprimarymethodusedbythefarmerto

protecthiscropsfrom animalsbothwildanddomesticated.Generally

fencesaremadeofwoodenpolecalledDanikandbamboossplitinto

twopartsthroughoutthelengthcalledLuupo.Herethewoodenpoles

arefixedverticallyonthegroundatadistanceofabout2to3feetfrom

oneanotherand5to6piecesofbamboosplitsaretiedhorizontallyon

thewoodenpolesatabout1feetdistancefrom oneanother.145 The

strength ofthe fence is inverselyproportionalto the distance of

woodenpolesfrom oneanotheri.e.smallerthedistancebetweenthe

woodenpoleshigheristhestrengthoffence.Sometimetoenhance

thestrengthofthefenceitisproppedupbyslantingwoodenpoles

144Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
145Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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calledLutur.146 Galosgenerallyconstructtwotypesoffencesnamely

Ek-Holu(fencingmeantforpigs)andHob-Hou-Hollu(fencingmeantfor

cows).thematerialsusedandtechniquesforconstructionaresamefor

both.Theonlydifferencebeingtheheightofthefenceandalsothegap

between the horizontally placed bamboo splits. For the Ek-

Holu(fencingmeantforpigs)the heightofthefenceisabout4feet

andthegapbetweenthebamboosplitsareverylessbutfortheHob-

Hou-Holu(fencingmeantforcows)heightisabout6feetandthegap

betweenthebamboosplitsaremuchwider.Fencinginthesettled

cultivationbothwetriceandterracedcultivationisdoneafterthecrops

areplantedinthefieldgenerallyinthemonthofApril.InGaloareas

generallyfieldsofmanyfarmersareinterconnectedtooneanotherand

assuchthefencingarealsointerconnected.Thefarmerbuildsfences

alongthelengthofhisfieldtillthenextfieldandthefenceiscontinued

bytheownerofthenextfield.

(f)Controllingpestsandrodents

Thenextimportantstageofcultivationiscontrollingand

destroyingofpeststopreventthem from damagingcrops.Inolden

daysamongGalostherewasverylimitedknowledgeaboutpestcontrol

andassuchveryfew methodsofpestcontrolwasavailable.One

prominentmethodofpestcontrolisuseoftraditionalplants.Here

146Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyaiRiba,Aged62,Gam ofPaagivillage,on
24/07/2014.
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plantslikeOnyorarekeptdippedintheirrigationcanal.Onyorisa

locallyavailablepoisonousplantthathasastrong smell.147 When

Onyoriskeptdippedintheirrigationcanalitspoisonousproperties

dissolveinthewaterandreachesthepaddyfieldthroughthewater

therebykillingthepests.

AnothertraditionalpestcontrolmethodusedbyGalosis

performingofritualcalledDir-Tachi.ThewordDirmeansfamineand

Tachimeanspestsassuchtheritualisforpreventionoffamine(or

faminelikesituation)causedbypests.148Theritualisperformedbythe

priestusinganeggorchickenandisperformedtoappeasetheevil

spiritYapom,NyipoandDoli-Doga.thisisacommunitybasedritualand

isperformedforthevillageasawholebytheNyibo.Itisperformedin

whenthepaddycropstartstoflowergenerallyinthemonthofMay-

June.Theritualisfollowedbyataboofortwodaytobeobservedby

thewholevillage.Onthatdaynooneisallowedtoenterorgooutof

thevillage.Rodentsarealsoamajordestroyerofcrops.Galofarmers

uselocallymaderodenttrapssuchUjju,Goretocatchandkillrodents

soastopreventthem from destroyingthecrops.

AsstatedinthebeginningtraditionallyGalopeoplehad

verylimitedknowledgeandmethodsofpestcontrolbutnowadaysa

147Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
19/02/2014.

148Extractfrom anInterviewwithMekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,
on17/07/2014.
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varietyofmethodsandtechniquesarebeingusedbytheGalofarmers

forcontrollingpests.

ix. Ammo-Lanam (reapingofpaddy)

Reapingisthemostimportantstageofcultivation.Whenpaddy

plantisNgin-Nam (perfectlyripened)thefarmersgetreadytoharvest

thecrops.Butthefarmerdoesnotdirectlygoandharvestthecropsas

itisconsideredasbadomen.Beforeharvestingcertaintraditionsare

tobeobserved.OnthefirstdayofreapingthecropsaritualcalledAmo

-Tipnam is observed.149 Here early in the morning allthe family

membersgo to thefield.Thewomenofthehouse(generallythe

mother)goestothefieldandreapsasmallportionoffieldwhilethe

maleofthehouse(generallythefather)constructsastructurecalled

ZirimadeofbambooandTapi(alocalplantthatlookslikesugarcane)

onthecourtyardoftheNakum (afarm hutmadeinthefield).150When

thestructure,Ziri,iscompletedthemotherbringswhatevercropshas

beenharvestedbyherandkeepsitinUpo(localmatmadeofbamboo

rope)and thefatherchantssomehymnsandsacrificesachickenor

dogintheZiri.ThebloodoftheanimalsacrificedismixedwithItti(rice

powder),Takke(gingerpaste)andPoka(ricebeer).Theentiremixture

isthensprinkledaroundthefieldandalsoontheharvestedcropkeptin

149 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.

150 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.
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theUpo.151Onthisdayatabooisobservedwherenoneofthefamily

memberisallowedtoenterothers’houseneitherthedotheyentertain

guests.Intheeveningthemembersofthefamilycelebratethestarting

ofharvestingofcropsbyhavingafeastamongthemselvesandfrom

thenextdayreapingofcropsbeginsinfullswing.

Paddyisreapedbyusingknife,sickleormachete/Dao.

ThewomenfolkcarryaconicalshapedbamboobasketcalledIginin

theirbacktocollectthegrains.TheIginisattachedtoastripemadeof

Oso(alocalvineplant)andthestripeiswornbythewomenfolkintheir

headsothattheIginisplacedattheirbacks.Theharvestedgrainsare

thrownintothebasketandwhenthebasketgetsfullitisemptiedintoa

biggerIgincarriedbythemalestheycarrythegrainstotheNakum.

Reaping timeforthecropsisin themonth ofHite

(August)andPira(September)whileforMipunandKamtipaddyitisin

themonthofRate(November),fortheothers.InWestSiangAalo,

Kamba,Likabali,Tirbin,Liromoba,Bagra,Kankgucirclesharvesttheir

cropfrom themonthofHite(August)andDarak,Yomcha,Gensi,Sibe

circle starts theirharvesting from the laterpartofHite tillPira

(September).Dari,circleharvesttheircropfrom Rate(November)till

thebeginningoftheRale(December).Mostlyindariandbasarcircle

usuallycultivateMipunandKamptipaddy.

151 Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.
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x. Amo-Hignam (threshingofpaddy)

Afterharvesting,thepaddyiskeptintheUpo(bamboomat).

Thenextstepisthreshingofpaddywhichisdonemanuallybycrushing

andstampingthecutpaddywiththefeettoseperatethestraw from

thegrain.152 Afterthreshingthestraw isseparatedfrom thegrains

manuallyAmro-Upak-Nam andthegrainsisleftinthesuntodry.

xi. Amo-Yabnam (winnowing)

Thenextiswinnowing.Winnowingisdonetoseparate

thepaddyfrom thericeAmya(husk)afterwhichthehuskfreepaddy

arecarriedtoNasu(granary)withthehelpoftheigin(conicalbasket).

The granaryis located nearbyto the house.Amya (rice husk)is

collectedformakingpoka(ricebeer).

Afterthefirstharvestisoverthefarmernextpreparesforthe

Aam-Labe(secondharvest).Oncethepaddyiscutanotherroundof

grainsgrow onthealreadycutpaddyplant.Thisre-growthofgrainis

termedasAam-Labe.153 Thefarmerrepairshisfencesandwaitsfor

there-growngrainstoripen.Onceitisripeitisharvestedandstoredin

thegranaryintheprocedureexplainedbefore.Thissecondreapingof

paddyisconsideredtastierthanthefirstonebuttheirproductionis

lessthanthefirst.InmostoftheareasofWestSiangdistrictthese

152Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,on
23/07/2014.
153Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,

on19/08/2014.
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grainswhicharelessfertileproducingverysmallquantityofgrain

wherefarmersdonotcollectthesecondgrainofpaddy.Someare

leavethisfortheiranimalstograzewhilesomefarmersleaveitdueto

theproblem offencingasitisnotpossibleforasinglefarmertocover

vastareawithfencingtwotimesinaseason.154

InWestSiangdistrictusuallytwocyclesofcropare

cultivatedi.ethesummercropsandwintercrop.Lemuk,Tapa,Pau,

Jyoti,Ir8(IndianResearchno.8),IR-20,IR-64 arethesummercropand

Mipun(DhanAambin),Kamtiarewintercrop.Thecultivatingmonthis

slightlydifferentindifferentcirclesbuttheprocedureusedfortheir

cultivation is similarin allcircles.In table number1.4 cycle of

sedentarycultivationsummercrops(Lemuk,Tapa,Pau)isshownand

intablenumber1.5cycleofsedentarycultivationwintercrops(Mipun

andKamti).

TableNo.1.4

CycleofSedentaryCultivationSummerCrops

(Lemuk,Tapa,Pau)

Month Polo

(month)

inGalo

Stages of

sedentary

cultivation

Stages of

sedentary

cultivation in

Galo

January- Desi Cutting of small Himi-Teb-Bin-

154Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher, on11/08/2014.
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grass Nam

February Lumi Broadcasting of

grains

Kotiya-Pinnam

March Luki Preliminarytilling Pata-Tagnam

April Luchir Final tilling by

spade or hand

crawler,

Levelling of the

soilofaplot

Gimik or

Tagmik,

Moi-Nar-Nam

May Luyo Planting Amo-Dinam

June Tenlo Weeding Pe-ra-Monam

July Hiyo Twiceweeding Lenyi-be-pe-ra-

Monam

August Hite Takingcareofthe

grainsfrom birds

Peta-Kanam

August-

September

Hite-

Pira

Reaping Amo-Lanam

October Lubo Threshing of

grains,

carryingofgrains,

storingofgrainsin

granary

Amo-Hignam,

Amo-Gesinam,

Nasu-Tol-Am -

Lenam

November-

December

Rate-

Rale

Busy in domestic

affairs

Source:Fieldsurvey
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TableNo.1.5

CycleofSedentaryCultivationWinterCrop(MipunandKamti)

Month Polo

(month) in

Galo

Stagesofsettled

typeofcultivation

Stages of

sedentary

cultivation in

Galo

April Luchir Cutting ofsmall

grass

Himi-Teb-Bin-

Nam

May Luyo Broadcasting of

grains

Kotiya-Pinnam

June Tenlo Preliminarytilling Pata-Tagnam

July Hiyo Final tilling by

spade or hand

crawler,

Levelling of the

soilofaplot

Gimik or

Tagmik,

Moi-Nar-Nam

July-

august

Hite Planting Amodinam

Septembe

r

Pira Weeding Pe-ramonam

October Lubo Twiceweeding,

Taking care of

the grains from

birds

Lenyi-Be-Pe-Ra

Monam,

PetaKanam

Novembe

r

Rate Reaping Amolanam
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Novembe

r-

december

Rate-rale Threshing of

grains,

Carrying of

grains,

Storing ofgrains

ingranary

Amo-Hignam,

Amo-Gesinam,

Nasu-Tol-Amo-

Lenam

Source:Fieldsurvey

Ritualsassociatedwithsedentarycultivation

Among the Galos the rituals of jhum and sedentary

cultivation is almostsimilar,exceptthe pombek rites,which is

performedinjhum cultivationbeforefellingthebigtreeslikeHillokbut

notinsedentarycultivation.Also forbothwetricecultivationand

terracecultivationallritualsarethesame.Followingaretherituals

performedinthesedentarycultivation

A.Hingi-Genam (tobearthegiftofgod)

This ritualis performed to receive the blessing of
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Ayi-Agam (diety)duringthesowing,weedingandharvestingprocess.

ThisritualisperformedbytheNyiboduringtheprocesssowingofseed

inthefield.Thepriestandthemalemembersofthefamilypreparea

representationofthedeityAyi-Agam (whoisconsideredtobethegiver

ofgoodluckandgoodharvest).Therepresentationismadefrom

bambooandvarietiesofthegrasssuchasEnshi,Hikaareusedto

makeimagesofthespirits.155Duringtheritualsthepriestchantssome

hymnsandsacrificesoffowlsforinvokingthedietyisdone.Asmall

quantityofricepowderandbloodofthefowlsaresprayedoverthe

representationofthedietyandotheragriculturetool.

B.Aampu-Yule

Thisritualisperformedbeforeharvestingofthecrop,

usuallyinthemonthofJuly.Thisisacommunityinitiatedritualwhere

thepriestpraysforthegoodharvestfortheentirevillageasawholeas

wellas forthe protection ofthe crop from being destroyed.156

Sometimesmaturedcropssufferfrom variousdiseases,namelypaddy

blast,rootknotetc.TheGalosbelievethatsuchdiseasesarecaused

bythevariousspiritslikeYapom-Yaje.Thus,inordertoprotectthe

155Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Kitum Ete,Aged69,PriestofBenevillage,on
12/08/2014.
156Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on

17/07/2014.
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cropsandtoappeasethesespiritstheyperform thisritual.Inevery

villageofGalosthisritualisperformedforabountifulcrop.After

performingthisritualtheentirevillagepeoplehavetofollow ataboo

foranentiredayi.e.nextdayaftertheritualisperformed.Accordingto

thetaboopeopleofthevillagehavetostayintheirownvillageandare

notallowedtogooutsidethevillageneitherareoutsidersisallowedto

enterthevillage.157

C.AmoMamnam

Amo-Mamnam istheritualsassociatedwiththestoring

ofthefreshlyharvestedgrainsoftheseason.Thisritualisperformed

whenthecrophasbeencultivatedandisgoingtobestoredinthe

granary.158 Theritualisperformed bythehead ofthefamilyand

generallypriestisnotrequired.Inthisritualthenewlyharvestedgrains

arestoredinthegranaryandarecoveredwithacarpetlikeobject

madeoutofbambooropescalledUpo.Theheadofthefamilythen

smearsgingerpaste,ricepasteandPoka(ricebear)ontheUpo.

Throughthisritualisawayofshowinggratitudetothegodforagood

harvestandalsoaprayerforprotectionofthegrainsfrom rodentsetc

duringstorageinthegranary.Inthisritualpeopleareprayingthedeity

Ayi-Agam,whoisconsideredtobethegiverofgoodluckandgood

harvest).Intheeveningdomesticanimalsaresacrificedandthereisa

157Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged65,PriestofRegivillage,on
23/07/2014.
158Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on

23/08/2014.
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smallfeastwithfriendsandfamily.

D.Yojir

Yojiris anotherimportantritualassociated to with

cultivation.It is not associated with any particular process of

cultivationbutisperformedforgoodharvestandgoodluckforthe

wholefamily.159Yojirisaverycostlyritualandnoteveryoneisableto

perform it.Ittakesmorethanayearforitspreparationandisgenerally

performedinthemonthofSeptember.Itisgenerallyperformedbywell

todofamiliesofthevillage.Thefamilywiththemeansandhavingthe

desiretoperform theritual“Yojir”conductsaRoksinKanam (chicken

liverdivination)atthefamilyleveltodetermineifitisintheirluckto

conducttheritualornot.Ifthroughthetestitisestablishedthatitis

notintheirlucktoconducttheritualYojirthentheycannotperform the

Yojir.ButifthetestresultindicatesthattheycanconductYojirthen

anotherRoksinKanam (chikenliverdivination)isperformedtoselect

thepriestwhowillperform theYojirforthefamily.

Malefolkandchildrenfrom everyfamilyparticipatein

these rituals.Forthe ritualYojiridols ofdiety“Mopin Ampir”is

preparedusingbamboo,anddifferenttypesoflocallyavailablegrass

andshrubs.Forpreparationofasymbolofthedietytwonightandtwo

daysarerequired.OnthedayoftheritualtheNyiboandhisassistant

159Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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Bo(co-priest)chantshymnsand animalslikeMithun,cows,pigsand

chickenetcaresacrificed.womenfolkofthevillagespayvisitwithrice

beerinaKomtu(bambootube)andtheyserveallthememberspresent

attherituals.160ThisactistermedasOpo-Hika.Onthefollowingdayof

theritualAar(taboo)isobservedwithinthevillage.Thefollowingday

womenofthevillageareinvitedbytheownerofthehouseandare

servedwiththefoodandricebeer.Onthethirdfollowingdayofthe

sacrificetheNyibo,theBo(co-priest)and somefamilymembersvisit

thepaddyfieldoftheonewhoperformedthe“Yojir” tospreadthe

goodluckandforgoodharvestofthefield.

E.Mode

Modeisoneofthebig ritualsoftheGalosthatis

associatedwithcultivationandthisritualisgenerallyperformedinthe

monthofApril.161 LikeYojiritisnotassociatedwithanyparticular

processofcultivation.Modeisperformedinbothjhum andsettled

typeofcultivation.InGalossocietyitisamatterofgreatprideto

perform thisritualasitisdifficultandhighlyexpensive.Everyone

wantstoperform thisritual,butsometimeseventhoughthepersonis

veryrichheisunabletoperform thisritualasitisbelievedthatgod’s

givessymbolsto the person (orthe family)who are suppose to

perform thisritual.Whetherapersoncanperform thisritualornotis

160Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.

161Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.
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determinedthroughRoksin-Kanam (chikenliverdivination).Ifthrough

theRoksin-Kanam indicationforModeritualsarefoundthenonlythis

ritualcanbeperformed.Theprocedureofthisritualissimilartothatof

Yojirbutwithmorenumberofsacrificesandabiggerfeast.Whena

personperformedthisritualtheyhavetofollowcertainrestrictionfora

yearliketheyarenotpermittedtogivegrainstoanyonefrom their

granaries.162Theserestrictionsarelaidoutbythepriest.Alsoforfive

daysfollowingtheperformanceoftheritualthemembersofthefamily

observestabooandaccordinglyremainrestrictedintheirownhouses,

neitherdotheyallow anyonetoentertheirhouses.Forfivedaysthey

willonlyeatthemeatleftoverfrom theModeritual.Someofitis

smokedandtheygenerallyavoidconsuminggreenleafyvegetables

during those five days.Mode is usually performed forensuring

prosperityandasacelebrationeveryonesmearseachother’sfacewith

ricepaste.ItisoneofthebigritualsinGaloswhereMithunissacrificed.

F.Hoorin

LikeMode,HoorinisanotherimportantritualofGalos

associated with cultivation where the Mithun is sacrificed.Hoorin

ritualsareperformedinNasu(granary)inthemonthofApril.Nasuisa

separatebuildingconstructedawayfrom thehouseforstorageof

162Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.MekenEte,Aged52,Co-PriestofDarkavillage,on
17/07/2014.
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grains.Thisritualisdedicatedtothegoddessofwealthi.e.Mopin,

Pinku-Pinte and those who perform this ritualseek wealth and

prosperity.163 LikeModeeveryonewantstoperform thisritualsbut

everyoneisnotluckyenough.ForHoorinalsoitisbelievedthatgods

revaeltotheperson(orthefamily)iftheyaresupposedtoperform the

ritual.Whetherapersoncanperform thisritualornotisdetermined

throughaRoksin-Kanam.IfthroughtheRoksin-Kanam indicationfor

Hoorinritualsarefoundthenonlythisritualcanbeperformed.The

proceduresofHoorinaresimilartothatofModeandYojirbutonlythe

chantsandhymnsoftheNyiboandbochange.Alsothenumberand

typesofanimalsacrificediffersinthethreerituals(Mode,Yojir,Hoorin).

WhenapersoninitiatestheritualofHoorintheyhaveto

followsomerestrictionforayearasspecifiedbythepriest.164Alsofor

fivedaysaftertheritualstheywillbeconfinedintheirownhouseand

nooneisallowedtoentertheirhouse.Forfivedaystheywillonlyeat

themeatleftoverfrom theHoorinritual.Theyaretogenerallyavoid

consuminggreenleafyvegetablesduringthosefivedays. Thosewho

observetheritualarenotallowedtoeatsomespecificlocalvegetables

likeHibefortheentireyear.Howevertheyareallowedtoconsume

ginger.LikeMode,inHoorinalsopeoplemakemerrybysmearing rice

pasteoneachother’sface.

163Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Remokamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
23/08/2014.

164Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,on11/08/2014.
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G.Mopin

MopinisthebiggestritualofGalos,associatedwith

agriculture.TheMopinhasbeenderivedfrom thetwowordsMoand

Aapin,MoandMokocarriesthemeaningofwholeearthandAapin

meanspollen.165Thus,itcarriestheoffloweringearth,Aapin(pollen)

whichisthemainsourceoffertilizer.Thegenesisofthecelebration

hasbeentracedbacktothelegendsofAbo-Tani,themythicalancestor

ofTanigroupoftribesincludingtheGalos.So,thecelebrationremind

thedaysofAbo-TaniwhenmotherMopinherselfledAbo-Tanifrom

dream toworldofrealitiesineverythinghedo.Accordingly,Abo-Tani

celebratedmopineveryyearduringthetimeofsowingseedsforgood

harvest.Subsequently,people celebrated Mopin as Abo-Tanihad

startedbuttruthisbeyondthereachofthehistoryofmankind.

Itisobservedbythewholecommunityintheform ofa

festival.Mopinisobservedforwealthandprosperity.Itiscelebrated

forfivedaysusuallyinthemonthofAprilbeginningfrom 5thofApril.

Fordifferentvillagesdateisfixedbyvillagememberswithinthemonth

ofApril.ThisfestivalistobecelebratedwithinthemonthofApril

becauseitisthemonthofsowingofseedsandthroughMopinthe

peoplepraytoDiggo-Pirne(goddessofsowing)andMopin(goddessof

165Extractfrom Article“OriginofMopinFestivalinBroadPerspective”byGumkenBagra,
publishedin Diggo-YamoMopinSouvenir2014,PublishedbyCentralMopin
CelebrationCommitee,Aalo,2014,p.12.
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wealthandprosperity)foragoodharvestandprosperity.166

ForobservingMopinallthemembersofthecommunity

conductameetingtoplanthecelebrations.Duringthemeetingone

familyisselectedtobetheonewhowillsacrificetheMithunduringthe

celebrationoftheMopinritual.ThefamilyisnamedasthePingi-Neri.

InsomevillagesRoksin-Kanam isalsoconductedtodecidewhowill

becomethePingi-Neri.167

During the Mopin ritual,the Nyibo makes prayerto

Mopin(goddessofwealthandprosperity)andmithun,pigs,cow,fowls

etcaresacrificedtopleasethegoddess.Inthisfestivalpeopleplay

withItee(ricepowder)bysmearingitoneachother’sfaces.Thefifth

dayofthefestivalismarkedwithafarewellfeastinhonourofthe

mopin.

Conclusion

Theintroductionofsedentarycultivation(bothwetrice

cultivation and terraced cultivation)among Galos was a resultof

governmentaction.Traditionallyjhum cultivationwastheonlymethod

ofcultivationpracticedbytheGalosbutbecauseofitshazardous

effects on environment due to deforestation,soilerosion,etc

166Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.BingeEte,Aged56,HeadGam ofBenevillage,on
11/08/2014.

167Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.
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Governmentstarted discouraging jhum cultivationand encouraging

sedentarycultivation.ThegovernmentcreatedaseparateDepartment

ofAgriculturein1955.Italsoappointedmanyvillagelevelworkersto

educatethefarmersaboutbenefitsofsedentarycultivation.Because

ofsuchGovernmenteffortsGalofarmersstartedsedentarycultivation.

SomeGalosalsolearnedthemethodsofsedentaycultivationfrom

neighboringAssam.

Thereareeightstagesofsedentarycultivationpracticed

byGalosfrom sowingtillreapingofcrops.Therearealsomanyrituals

andtaboosobservedbyGalosduringthesecultivationstages.Galo

farmersarean intelligentand innovativelot.Theyhavetheirown

methods of protecting crops from birds, animals and pests.

Traditionallythereisnoconceptofuseoffertilizersandpesticides

amongGalos.Thesearepracticeofrecenttimes.

Since sedentary cultivation started because of

governmentinterventionalotofhighyieldingvarietiesofseedsare

beingusedbytheGalos suchasJyoti,IR8(IndianResearchno.8),IR-

20,IR-64 etcalong withtraditionalseedslikeLemuk,Tapa,Pau.

Becauseoftheseproductivityofsedentarycultivationishigherthan

jhum.
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Chapter4

PatternofCropping,OwnershipofLand,LabourAndTechnology

1.PatternofCropping

Theterm “patternofcropping”insimpleterm referstothe

typesorvarietyofcropscultivatedinanareaatapointoftime.Inwest

siangthirteencirclesareinhabitedbygalopopulationnamely,darak,

kamba,liromoba,yomcha,aalo,tirbin,basar,dari,gensi,sibe,likabali,

kanguandbagra.168Thetotalgeographicalareaofwestsiangdistrict

is8324sq.Kms.Andthenetcultivatedareais31,486hectares.169

Theypractisedbroadlytwotypesofcultivationthatis,jhum cultivation

andsedentarycultivation.Sedentarycultivationisfurtherclassifiedin

terracedcultivationandwetricecultivation.

Wetricecultivationandterracedcultivationarethetwo

typesofsedentarycultivation.Thecultivationtimeofthejhum aswell

aswetricecultivationandofterracedcultivationisdifferentindifferent

galo dominated areas.This difference is due to the variation in

168Extractcollectedfrom theStatisticalDepartmentofItanagar,on16/01/2014.
169Extractcollectedfrom DistrictAgricultureOffice,AaloWestSiangDistrict,11/8/2014.
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temperature.Theaveragerainfallofwestsiangis4000mm,average

temperatureinsummeris22degreecelsius,andaveragetemperature

inwinteris18degreecelsius.Intheareaswithlow temperaturelike

Basar,DarakDari,Yomchaetcfarmingseasonstartslateascompared

toareaswithhighertemperaturelikeLikabali,Aalo,Bagraetcfarming

seasonscomparativelystartsearly.Timeofsowingandharvestingof

differentvarietiesofpaddyinjhum plotshownintablenumber1.6and

differenttypesofcropgrowninjhum fieldintablenumber1.7.

TableNo.1.6

TimeofSowingAndHarvestingofDifferent VarietiesofPaddy

InJhum Plot

Paddyvarieties Month of

sowing

Month of

harvesting

Localname Scientifi

cname

Local

name

English

name

Loca

l

nam

e

English

name
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(a)Earlyvariety

(i) Mede

(ii) Dangum

(iii) Yamuk

(b)Latevariety

(i)Kimin

(ii)Bali

(iii)Anker

Oryza

sativa

-do-

Later

part

of

Lumi

and

first

part

of

Luki

Later

part

of

Luki

to

Luchi

r

Februar

y and

first

part of

March

Later

part of

March

to first

part of

April

Late

r

part

of

Hiyo

To

first

part

of

Hite

Late

r

part

of

hite

to

first

part

of

pira

July to

firstpart

of

August

Later

part of

August

tofirstof

Septemb

er

Source:Fieldsurvey

TableNo.1.7

CropsGrownonJhum Field
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English Local

name/

types

Monthofsowing Month of

harvesting

Paddy

Seasame

Maize

Laipatta

(Brassicaspecies)

Chilly

Ginger

Amo

Kamti

Ampu

Amka

Namdu

Dupu

Duke

Tepe

Pede

Peli

Perik

Giyi

Yika

Yite

Yaluk

Lukchi

Manyaluk

Takee

Kekir

March-April

March/April

March/April

March/April

March/April

February,March,April

November-

December

December,January

August,September

July,August

December,January

December,January
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Cucumber

Beans

Arum

Solanum species

Yam

Sweetpotato

Maku

Mebe

Peren

Peyak(soy

abean)

Enghe

Ngepop

Nyete

Ngegu

Nyebuk

Bake

Hotebake

Enghin

Nghinte

Pakli

Hiju

Mali

March

March-April

March-April

February-March

March,April

March,april

February

June,Julyonwards

November,

December, and

January

December-January

May,June

December,January

November,decemb

er

July
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Brinjal Bayom

Source:Fieldsurvey

I.CropsofJhum cultivation

Underjhum cultivationthemainvarietyofpaddy

cultivatedisbali,alocalvarietyofricewhichisredincolourwhen

cooked.IthasbeenobservedthatBalianditsvarietiesisthemajor

paddyseedswhichisusedinwholeareaofwestsiangdistrictforjhum

cultivation.VarietiesofBaliarenamelyYaber,Yamuk,Kimin.Someof

theothervaritiesofpaddycultivatedinjhum fieldsareAamro,Jiko,

Kecha,Dame,Yali,Kuro,Aanker,Ahu,Dajhi,Pasok,Sarli,Patuetc.

TheircultivationandreapingtimearedifferentinwholeofWestSiang

districtduetovariationintemperatureasexplainedabove.Besidesthe

paddycropalotofvegetablesarealsocultivatedinthejhum fieldsuch

asMardam,Onyor,Oyik,Aksap,Ogen,Oyin,Obur,Marsa,Bake,Kope,

Yaluk(chilly),Bayom(brinjal),MekuandMebe(varietiesofcucumber),

Geyi(brassica),Tuko,Namdu (sesame),Patum (pumpkin) etc.

Vegetables like brinjal,Kope,Bake,Yaluk (chilli)are sowed on

seedbedsinswampareasofthejhum fieldandtheseedlingsarelater

on transplanted to the main jhum plot.Ifswampyareas are not

availablewithinthejhum fieldthenseedbedsaresometimesmadein
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thekitchengardenandlaterontransplantedtothemainjhum field.

Thevegetablesaregenerallygrowninbetweenthepaddycrops.jhum

fieldsarethemajorsourceofvegetablesforGalopopulationespecially

invillagesasonlypaddyiscultivatedinsedentarytypeofcultivation.

Forsowingofseedsinjhum fieldGalosfollowtheirlocal

calendarwhich isbased on thecycleofmoon.Besidesthelocal

calendartraditionallythesingingofabirdcalledTakom-Papoksignals

thebeginningofsowingseason.Inmostoftheareasofwestsiang,

sowingofseedstartfrom themonthofLuchir(April).170Thoseareas

havinghightemperaturestartssowingearlyaswinterendsearly.Such

placesincludeAalo,Kamba,Likabali,Tirbin,Liromoba,Darak,Bagra,

Kangu,Yomchacirclewhich startssowingseedsfrom themonthof

Luchir(April)andBasar,Dari,Gensi,Sibecirclestartssowingseeds

from theendofLuchir(April)orsometimefrom thebeginningofthe

Luyo(May)month.HarvestingofpaddyinWestSiangstartsfrom the

monthofHite(August).InAalo,Kamba,Likabali,Ttirbin,Liromoba,

Bagra,Kangucircleharvesttheircropsfrom themonthofAugust(hite)

whileinDarak,Yomcha,Basarcircleharvestingbeginsbytheendof

Hite(August)andcontinuestillPira(september).InDari,Gensiand

Sibecircle,harvestingofcropscommencesattheendofthemonthof

Pira(September)andcontinuestillthemonthofLubo(October).

170Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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II.CropsofWetRiceCultivationAndTerracedCultivation

For both types of sedentary cultivation terraced

cultivationandWetRiceCultivationseedsusedarethesame.There

arevarietiesofpaddyseedswhicharecultivatedinsettledcultivation

whichincludeindigenousseedsnamely Lemuk,Tapa,Pau,Dhan-

Aambin(Mipun)andKamti,andhybridseedslikeJyoti,Ir8(Indian

Researchno.8),Ir-20andIR-64.SeedslikeIR8,Jyoti,IR-20,IR-64were

introducedbyGovernmentafter1975.AmongtheseIr8seedsisthe

mostpopularvarietyofhybrid seedslargelyadopted bytheGalo

farmers. MipunseedsareusedforthepreparationoftheItte(rice

cake)duringvariousoccasions.ItisalsofoundthatBasmatiandJoha

seedsarealsocultivatedinsomeofthearealikeAalo,Basarand

Likabali.Itsproductionisnotsohighinwestsiangduetowhichpeople

prefertodocultivationofotherrice.CultivationofLemuk,Tapa,Pau

seedsbeginsinthemonthofJanuary-Februaryandtheirharvestingis

beginningfrom themonthofAugust-September.Thecultivationof

MipunandKamtiseedsbeginsinthemonthofJulyanditsharvesting

startsfrom novemberandcontinuestilldecember.171 Cultivationof

MipunseedsisdoneinallareasofWestSiang,mostlyinBasar,Dari

circleandcultivationofKamtiseedsisdoneinDaricircle.

2.HomesteadGardens

171Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.EmmiRiba,Aged69,PriestofRegivillage,on
23/07/2014.
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LikeeverytribeinarunachalPradeshGalosalsoplantcropsintheir

kitchengarden.Kitchengardencalledlupaformsanintegralpartof

villagelifeofallGalos.172tradionallycropscultivatedinkitchengarden

weremainlyfordailyconsumptionbutsincelastfewdecadesitisalso

usedforcommercialpurpose.Generallyonlyvegetablesaregrownin

kitchengardens.Traditionallylocalvegetablesweregrowninkitchen

gardensuchasOyik,Aksap,Ogen,Oyin,Obur,Marsa,Bake,Kope,yaluk

(chilly),Bayom (brinjal),Meku&Mebe(varietiesofcucumber),Geyi

(brassica),Namdu(sesame),Patum (pumpkin),etc.Butnow aday’s

alongwithlocalvegetablesotherssuchasgourd,Gore(sweetpotato),

cabbage,cauliflower,pea,maize,ladyfingeretcaregrown.InBasarit

isfoundthatintheirhomesteadgardensareapeoplealsocultivated

paddyformakingAmchi(beatenrice).Varietiesofcropcultivatedin

homesteadgardenareshownintablenumber1.8.

TableNumber1.8

Varietiesofcropsandvegetablesgrowninthe Lupa (Homestead

gardens)

Names ofcrops and vegetables

(englishandlocal)

Monthofsowingandreaping

Maize:

i) Tepe Sowing:March

172Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.BingeEte,Aged56,HeadGam ofBenevillageon
12/08/14.
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ii) Pedi Harvest:August

Brinjals:

i) Bayom

ii) Kope

iii) Bakh

Sowing:February

Pluckedallthetimeaftermature

Chillies:

i) Yaluk

ii) Luksi

iii) Maanyaluk

iv) Napauyaluk

Sowing:March

PluckedonJuly

-do-

Anytime sowing and plucking

afterthefruit

-do-

Cucumber:

i) Meku

ii) Mebe

Sowing:March

PluckedonJuly

-do-

Bittergourd -do-

Gourd -do-

Giyi(Brassica) Allthetime

Enyo(arum) Burried:March,Taken:january

Engin(yam) -do-
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Mali(sweetpotato) -do-

Tuko April

Oyin Anytime

Oik -do-

Marsa -do-

Aksap -d0-

Raro -do-

Hibe -do-

Ogen -do-

Delap -do-

Source:Fieldsurvey

3.CustomaryLandLawsAndOwnershipofLand

InArunachalPradesh thereisauniquesystem ofland

ownership and land management system prevalent among the

differenttribes.In each tribe there are localcustomary laws that

govern the ownershipanduseoflands.Thesecustomarylawsaretribe

-specific,where each tribe oreven a village has its own unique

customarylawsandtraditions.These customary laws are  usually not

codified and do not exists in written form. The enforcement

of these customary laws and practices rests on traditionalvillage’s
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institutions such as village councils i.e.Keba headed by the Gam

 Burah.

Galosocietyisbasedonpatriarchalprincipleandpeople

usuallyliveinthejointfamilystructure.whenchildrengrowupandget

marriedtheysetuptheirownhousehold.Theageingparentsgenerally

staywitheithertheeldestsonortheyoungestsonbutthereisnohard

andfastruleandtheycanstaywithanyoneofthesons.Generallythe

parentalhouseiskeptbytheeldestsonandallothersonsgradually

moveouttosetuptheirownhouseholdinduecourseoftime.

LikeothertribesofArunachalPradeshGalo people

alsopracticecustomarylawsandpracticesofinheritanceoflandand

property.Itisusuallysameinallgaloinhabitedareas.Asperthe

customarylawonlysonscaninheritfather’simmovableassets,forthe

reasonthatsonsmaintainclanlineage.173 Ithasbeenfollowedfrom

timeimmemorialtoseethatcontinuationofclanlineageismaintained

andcareistakentoseethatgenerationisnotbroken.Forthatmatter

onemusthavesonorsons.Asthesocietyisbasedonthepatriarchal

system thedaughtersarenotallowedtoclaim arightoverthelanded

property asitisfeltthatifdaughtersareallowedtoinheritparental

landthentheownershipofparentallandwillgoRumtum (paternal

173Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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relatives)i.e.tothehusbandsclan.174  Itiswidelybelievedthatthe

daughtersaftertheirmarriagecomeunderthecareofherhusband’s

clanandfamily.Largelybecauseofthis,inpractice,nolandedproperty

wasgiftedtothewomen.

In Galo society traditionally,property is owned in

commonbythefamilymembers.Afterthedeathoftheheadofthe

family,theeldestbrothertakesthereininhishand.Ifthebrother

wishestodividetheproperty,thelargestsharegoestotheeldest

brotherand balanceisequallydivided among therest.175 Butthis

traditionalpractice hasundergone considerable change in modern

times.Now aday’sparentsusuallydividetheirpropertybeforetheir

deathanditisequallydividedamongalltheirchildren’s.Whenthe

parentsgetoldgenerallyameetingiscalledtodividethepropertyin

presenceofvillageelders,clanmembersandGam Burah.Propertyis

divided on that meeting which is known as Rikpen-Nampen-

Pennam.176Landedpropertyareusuallydividedanddistributedamong

thebrothersofthefamilybytheheadofthefamilyi.e.Fatherandinhis

absencethemotherortheeldestsonamongthebrothers.Allthe

propertieslikethejhum field,bamboogroves,cultivablefield,Tayek

(Livistona-Jenkinsiana-Griff)groves,hunting and fishing spots are

174Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.

175Srivastava,L.R.N.,op.cit,p.92.
176Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on

19/08/2014.
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inheritedbythesons.Wetricefieldisgenerallygiventotheyoungest

son,iftherearetwowetricefieldthenotherisgiventotheeldestson.

Eveniftheparentshavetheterracedfieldsinabsenceofwetricefield

itisalsogiventotheyoungestsonandifthereistwoterracedfields

thentheotherisgiventotheeldestson.Restofthepropertyisdivided

amongallthebrothersequally.Duringthemeetingfordivisionof

property,ifrequired,thesiteofthelandisvisitedbythemembersof

themeetingandboundariesofdivisionoflandaremarkedbyburying

stonesontheboundary.ThisiscalledElli-Dinam.Afterthedivisionof

thepropertyafeastiscalledbythefamilymembers.Inthatfeastthe

announcementofthedivisionofthepropertyofthefamilyismadeto

thepublicatlarge,includingwhichpropertyisgiventowhichson.

UsuallyanimalsaresacrificedduringthefeastlikeMithun,pig,cowetc

andnoritualsareperformedduringthedivisionoftheproperty.

Oneinterestingfactorobservedduringthisstudyisthat

theold customarylaws,practicesand traditionofGalosincluding

thoserelatedtolandownershipandinheritanceofpropertieshasbeen

codifiedandwrittenintheform ofabookcalledByLawsofAdiBane

Keba(Bogum Boka)WestSiangdistrict,Aalo,ArunachalPradeshin

theyear1997.Thishasbeendoneasearliercustomarylawsexisted

only in the oralform which was passed on from generation to

generation orally and no written record existed. Through this

documentanattempthasbeenmadebythegalocommunitytosum



143

up allthe customary laws practised by the Galos since time

immemorialandcreateawrittenandunifiedcodeofcustomarylaws

and traditions. This document has been approved by deputy

commissioner,westsiang dated 08/04/1997 and is now legally

recognised.Thisbylaw containsalmostallthecustomarylawsand

traditionsoftheGalosincludingthoserelatedtomarriage,inheritance

ofproperty,penaltyformurderingofpeople,stealingetc.

4.InheritanceofProperty

AsperGalo customarylawsparentalpropertiesare

inheritedbythesonsofthefamily.Traditionallymajorshareofthe

propertyusetobegiventotheeldestsonandtheyoungestson.177But

now a daydue to adventofmodern thinking and education the

propertiesaregenerallydividedequallyamongthebrothers. While

dividing properties including land,the jhum field,bamboo groves,

cultivablefield,Tayek(Livistona-Jenkinsiana-Griff)groves,huntingand

fishingspotsetcaredividedamongthesons.Thesonwhotakescare

oftheparentsduringtheiroldagegetscompensatedindivisionof

property.Alsothesonwhocarriesthedeadbodyoftheparentsis

entitledtobecompensated.Thisparticularcompensationistermedas

“Hima-Gejo”.178ifthedeadbodyofboththeparentsarecarriedbytwo

177Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.

178Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GotoBasar,Aged67,Gam ofGorivillageon
22/08/14.
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differentpersonsthentheybothareentitledto“HimaGejo”. Itis

importanttonotethatanypersonwhodidnottakecareoftheaged

parents is notallowed to carry the dead body ofthe parents.

Sometimestheagedparentsthemselvesdecideinadvancewhowill

carrytheirdeadbodyaftertheyaregone.

a)InheritanceRightsofWomenInCustomaryLawsAndPractices

AspertheGalocustomarylawsdaughtershavenoright

toinheritfather’simmovablepropertyandevenifthedaughteristhe

onlychildrenoftheparentssheisnotentitledtoinheritthelanded

propertyoftheparents.Thegirlchildishoweverentitledtoinherit

movablepropertiesoftheparentssuchascostlyornaments,beads,

brassplatesetc.Thissystem ofnorightofinheritancefordaughtersis

anoldcustomarypractiseoftheglaosociety.Althoughmajorityofthe

galocommunitystillpractisethiscustomarylawespeciallyinvillages.

b)InheritanceofPropertyInCaseofTirna-Tumbo-MayeCouples

WhoDoNotHaveAnyChildrenorHaveOnlyDaughtersAndNo

Sons.

Theterm Tirna-Tumbo-Mayerefersto thosecouples

whodonothavechildrenorthosewhoonlyhavedaughtersorwhose

allsonsdie.According to galo customarylawsTirna-Tumbo-Maye

couples cannotsell,giftordispose oftheirlanded ormovable



145

properties withoutconsulting theirnearestclan members.179 On

necessityofselling ofsuchpropertiesthecouplewillconsultthe

immediateclanmembersandtheyalongwithGam Burahswilldecide.

Ifsuchpropertiesaresoldwithoutconsultingtheclanmembersthen

theycanbetakenbackandthebuyerhastobearthelossashe(buyer)

willbenotabletoowntheproperty.WhenTirna-Tumbo-Mayecouple

diesthenthepersonwhohadtakencareoftheoldcouple(generallya

memberoftheclan)duringtheiroldagegetstoinheritthepropertyof

suchdeceased.180Herealsotheconceptofcompensationforcarrying

thedeadbody(himagejo)asexplainedearlierapplies.Howeverifnon

ofthemembersoftheclantakescareoftheTirna-Tumbo-Mayecouple

thentheyarenotentitledtoinherittheirproperties.Insuchacaseany

personevenfrom outsidetheclanwhohastakencareofthecoupleis

entitledtoinherittheirpropertiesandnoclanmembercanobjectto

this.IftheTirna-Tumbo-Mayecoupleadoptsanyboyastheirsonand

theadoptedsontakescareofthecouplethenhegetstoinherittheir

property.Howevertheadoptedsonisnotallowedtocarrythedead

bodyofthecouple.Forcoupleshavingonlydaughtersandnosonthe

samecustomarylawsexplainedaboveapplies.Suchcouplesarenot

allowedtogiveanypropertiestotheirdaughterbeforeconsultingtheir

clanmembers.Thenearestclanmembers,villageeldersandGam

179Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Bajum Karlo,Aged56,Gam BurahofGogarvillageon
11/06/14.

180Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyadoRiba,Aged52,Gam BurahofRegivillage,on
22/07/2014.
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Burahswilldecidewhetheranypropertyistobegiventothedaughters

ornot.

c)SellingorDisposingofundividedPaternalProperty

AsperGalo customarylawsand practise selling of

undividedpaternalpropertywithoutconsultingthefamilymembersare

notallowedasthepropertyisdeemedtobejointlyownedbythefather

andthegrownupsonsofthefamily.Ifanymemberofthefamilysells

anypropertyconfidentiallyorwithoutconsultingtheothermembersof

thefamily,thensuchsalecanbewithdrawnbythefamilymembers.In

caseofsuchwithdrawalthebuyerhastobearthelossasheisnot

allowedtoownsuchproperty.181Ifanypersonsecretlystandswitness

tosuchasalethenthepersonisliabletobefinedRs500/-bythe

villagecouncil(Keba).

d)SettlingofDisputesthatAriseDuringPropertyDivision

Intoday’smodernworldwiththeadventofinformation,

technologyetctherehasbeenahugeshiftinthemindsetandlifestyle

ofthepeople.Thetraditionalvaluesystem offamilybonding,kinship,

andrespectforeldersetchasbeenconsiderablyerodedleadingto

increaseinmaterialism.Thisincreasedmaterialism inhumanlifehas

affectedeverysocietyandgalosocietyisnodifferent.Inearlierdays

disputes during division offamily properties were very few and

181ByLawsofAdiBaneKeba(Bogum Boka),op.cit.,p.119.
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negligibleaseverybodyrespectedcommunityeldersandwhateverthe

communityeldersdecidednobodyobjectedtoit.Butinthemodern

timesduringthedivisionofpropertiesdisputesandquarrelsarevery

commonamongthebrothersaswellaswithintheextendedfamily

membersforthemajorshareofproperty.182

Aspercustomarylawandpracticesifanydisputearises

amongthebrothersorclansmenrelatingtotheinheritanceofproperty

thenamediatorcalled Lampoisappointedbythedisputingpartiesto

helpsettlethedisputes.183TheLampoisgenerallyavillageelderwho

hasvastknowledgeandexperienceaboutdivisionofpropertiesand

whoisrespectedbyallthedisputingparties. TheLampomediates

betweenthedisputingpartiesandtriestosettlethedisputeamicably.

IftheLampo(mediator)failstosettlethedisputesthenitwillbe

referedtothevillagecouncilthatistheKeba.Earlierduringtheancient

timespeople hadgreatrespectforcustomarylawsandpracticesas

suchthedecisionofthevillagecouncilwasconsideredtobethefinal

andbinding.Howeverthesedays’peoplehavemoreknowledgeabout

lawsandlegalaspects.Theyhaveaccesstoadvocatesandcourtsof

lawandassuchmanydisputesgotothecourtsifoneormorepartyis

notsatisfiedwiththedecisionofthevillagecouncil(Keba).

182Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
19/02/2014.

183Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyaiRiba,Aged62,Gam ofPaagivillage,
on24/07/2014.
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5.PatternofLandOwnership

(i)EvolutionofTheConceptofLandOwnershipAmongTheGalos

For any tribal population be it Galos or others

land is the most valued form of property for its economic and

symbolic significance. It isproductive,wealthcreating andlivelihood

sustaining asset. It also provides a sense of identity and rootedness

 because ithas durability and permanence, which no other asset 

possesses. Landisanimportantelementinthelifeofthepeople

particularlyforthetribalpeople.Itisanareaofground,wherevast

majorityofhumanactivityoccurs.Landisespeciallyusedforthe

purposeofhabitatandforthepurposeoffarming.Itisalsooneofthe

factorsofproduction.Foracountlessgeneration,allhumanbeings

were dependenton the nature forits everynecessityis itis for

livelihoodorforfood.

AccordingtoGalooraltraditionearlierpeoplelivedthe

lifeofhuntersandgatherers.Theymigratedingroupsfrom oneplace

toanotherinsearchoffoodandwaterorduetotheclashwithother

hostilegroup.Duringthesetimestherewasnoconceptofownership

oflandastherewasnopermanenceofsettlement.184Peoplemovedto

aplace,exploitedtheresourcesoftheareabyhuntingwildanimalsetc

184Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.
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andwhenresourcesgotexhaustedmovedtoanotherplace.185Asthe

timeprogressedandpeoplelearnedtocultivatefoodanddomesticate

animalstheystartedtosettledownatconvenientplacesandstarted

livingasettledlife.Duringthisperiodalsotherewasnoconceptof

ownershipoflandaslandwasvastandunlimitedwhilepopulationwas

veryfew.Atthattimelandbelongedtothenatureandtherewasno

restrictionforanyonetosettleattheplacewheretheywanttosettle.

Howeveraspopulationstartedtogrowandavailabilityofsuitableland

tosettledownandcultivatebegantoshrinktheconceptofownership

oflanddeveloped.Initiallyitwasnotindividualownershipoflandbut

communityownershipofland.Landsandotherresourceslikewater

etcwereownedbythevillageorcommunityasawholeandmembers

ofothervillagesorcommunitywerenotallowedtouseit.Thereare

many old stories prevalent about fighting between different

settlements/villageorclanforoccupationanduseoflandandother

resources.AccordingtooneGam BurahofPakam villageofWest

Siangdistrictaalohisfathertoldstoriesaboutclanwarsbetween

membersofPakam villageand Rigavillage,betweenMorivillageand

Jommoclanetc.Themostrecentclanwarsthathappenedinthe

recentpastforlandandotherresourceswerefoughtinlate1990s

betweenDarkavillageandBagravillageunderAalocircle.Astime

progressedandpopulationwithinthesettlementincreasedconceptof

185Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Bajum Karlo,Aged56,Gam BurahofGogarvillage
on12/06/14.
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individualownershipoflandbegantodevelop.Individualownershipof

landwasbasedonfirstcomefirstservebasisi.ethosewhocaptured

orclearedthespecificportionofthelandfirstthenthatportionofland

becamehispartofland.landamongtheGalosare mainlyusedforthe

purposeofhabitatandforthepurposeoffarming.AmongtheGalos

followingpatternoflandownershipareevident.

I. IndividualOwnershipofLand

Inindividualownership,landsareownedabsolutelyby

thesingleindividuals.Theyhavetheallkindsofrightovertheirown

landandtheycanevenselltheirlandwithoutconsultingthefamily/clan

membersorvillageelders.Thefollowingtypesoflandaregenerally

heldunderindividualownership.Firstlandisacquiredbyanindividual

throughpurchasefrom othersandsecondlandinheritedafterdivision

ofpropertyamongthefamilymembers.186 individualownershipcan

includecultivatedland,suchasjhum land,wetriceland,terraceland,

treegroves,fruitgardensetc.

II. ClanOwnershipofLand

Inclanownershipofland,landbelongstoasingleclan

andallmembersbelongingtothatclanutiliseandenjoythatland.The

landissharedandpassesontothemembersoftheclanfrom one

186Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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generationtoanothergeneration.187 Inthistypeofownership,land

doesnotbelongtoasingleindividual,butratherlandisforcommon

useofthesingleclan.Membersofotherclansarestrictlynotallowed

tousesuchland.Meadow,burialground,forestandetccomeunder

clanownershipofland.Themembersoftheclaninhabitinginthat

particularareainheritthatland.Theycantransferthelandwiththe

consentofallmembersoftheclanandpermissionofthevillage

councilKeba.Duringthisstudyithasalsobeenobservedthatthere

existsthepractiseofclanownershipofrivers(orstretchofriver)

amongtheGalostribe.Inmanyplaceslikeriversareownedbyclans

andonlymembersofthatparticularclanisallowedtocatchfishfrom

thatriver.Ifanybodydoesnotbelongtothatclanforfishinginthat

river(stretchofriver)finesarepenaltiesareimposedbythevillage

council.

III. Villageownershipofland.

Villagelandusuallyincludesthecommonland,afew

stretches ofmeadows and foresttracts in the periphery ofthe

respectivevillagesthatalltheresidentsofthatparticularvillageown

andenjoytogether.Suchlandsalsoincludecommunitygroundcalled

Tarpom,festivalgroundlikeMopingroundcommunityhallcalledDere

187Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyadoRiba,Aged52,Gam BurahofRegivillage,on
22/07/2014



152

etc.188

Thus among the Galos, the ownership of land

either belongs to thecommunity/village,clanortheindividual.Some

lands are also owned by the Governmentespecially in district

headquartersandcircleheadquarters.In most ofthecommunity land,

all members have a right to use it freely but with

prior consent of the custodians.Thereisrestrictionontransferoreven

useoftraditionallandbytheoutsiders.Outsidersarepeoplewhodo

notbelongtothecommunityorclan.jhum landsareusuallyownedby

thecommunity,clanandprivatelygifteddownbythefore-fathersbut

regulatedbytherespectivevillagecouncilforanydisputesonthe

accountofboundaryorownership.Nowaday’sduetoinfluenceform

outside, among Galos the concept of clan ownership and

community/villageownershipisdecreasingdaybydayandindividual

ownership is increasing.189 There is  increased privatization and 

ownership ofland is majorly individual especially of land under

 permanent cultivation such as wet rice cultivation, terraced lands, 

orchards, gardens, tree farming, bamboo grooves, etc.

6.Labour

Labourinthesimplestofterm referstotheaggregateof

188Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.

189Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014.
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allhumanphysicalandmentaleffortusedincompletionofawork.

Galosocietyisanagrariansocietywhichmeansthatphysicallabouris

animportantcomponentinthelivelihood.Infactineveryaspectoflife

inavillage,beitbuildingofhouse,marriage,agricultureoranytypeof

celebrationorfestival,physicallabourisanomnipresentelement.

Amongallagricultureisthefieldinwhichmaximum

labourisutilised.From earlytimeswhentherewasnomachine,tools

etc,Galoshavebeenusingtheirphysicalstrengthtocultivatetheirfield.

Traditionallybothmaleandfemalesparticipateandhelpeachotherin

agriculturalwork.Theworkinagricultureisbroadlydividedamongthe

maleandthefemaleworkforce.Injhum cultivationworkssuchas

clearingofforest,fellingoftrees,constructionoffarm hut,fencing,

thrashing ofgrains and carrying ofgrains to the granaries are

performedbythemaleworkforcewhileworklikesowing,weeding,

reaping,andwinnowing areperformedbythefemaleworkforce.190

Whileinsedentarycultivation(bothwetricecultivationandterraced

cultivation)worksperformed bythewomen arewetting ofpaddy,

broadcasting,plantingpaddy,weeding,reapingetc.Clearingofcanals,

tilling,levellingthesoil,constructionofplotboundary,threshingof

paddy,winnowingofpaddyetc,aremainlydonebythemalemembers.

Noneduringthesurveywasabletopinpointtheexactreasonandbasis

190Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.NyadoRiba,Aged52,Gam BurahofRegivillage,on
22/07/2014
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forthisdivisionoflabourinGaloagriculturalpractices.butalogical

explanationcanbethatthisdivisionoflabourisbasedonamountof

physicalstrengthrequiredtoperform thetask.Ifweobservecarefully

allthosetasksthatrequirehigherphysicalstrengthlikeclearingof

jungles,fellingoftreesetcaredonebythemalewhiletheworkthat

requirelessphysicalstrengthisdonebythefemale.Howeveritis

importanttonotethatthisdivisionoflabourisnotrigidandinactual

practisetheworkisoverlappingandbothmaleandfemaleperform all

agricultural work depending on the requirement of individual

situation.191

Among Galos one importantphenomena related to

agriculturallabourthatwasobservedduringthestudyisthesystem of

exchangeoflabour.Underthispractiseagriculturalworkiscarriedout

bywayofexchangeoflabouramongthefarmersinareciprocalway.

Therearethreetypeoflabourexchangedependingonitsnature,these

are:

(i) Rigur

Rigurisakindoflabourexchangeinwhichrelativeshelp

oneotherinperformingagriculturaltasks.Hereexchangeoflabouris

freeofcostandneedbased.Thispracticeisbasedonmutualityand

feeling of brotherhood nuanced by kinship ties among the

191Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.KarnyaKamsi,Aged81,Gam ofDoyorvillage,on
18/02/2014.
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relatives.192Sometimesafamilyinthevillageisnotabletocomplete

theiragriculturalworksduetovariousreasonssuchasadebilitating

disease,deathinthefamilyoroldage.Insuchasituationtheclose

relativeshelpthatfamilyincompletionofthesecultivationactivitiesby

wayofRigur.Avillagesocietyisverytightlyknitandpeoplelivewithlot

ofbonhomieamongthem assuchmanyatimesthepracticeofRigur

isnotlimitedtofamilymembers onlybutotherpeopleofthevillage

whoarenotrelativesalsoundertakeRigur.

(ii) Rige

Rigeisthemostpopularandmostwidelyusedform of

exchange oflabouramong the Galos.In Rige there is reciprocal

exchangeoflabourbetweentwofamilies.Boththefamiliesworkin

eachother’sfieldforanequalnumberofdaysdecidedbymutual

consent.193 Inthis,labourisequallyreciprocatedunlikeinRigurwhere

labourisfree.Rigurissometimespractisedbyagroupoffamilies

wherebyallthemembersofthegroupworksinthefieldofeach

memberforanequalnumberofdays.Thisform ofRigurismore

popularbecausewhenworkisdonebyagroupiteasierthanwhenitis

done alone or by two to three persons.

192Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Kitum Ete,Aged69,PriestofBenevillage,on
12/08/2014.
193Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,on
19/08/2014
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(iii) Riglap

Riglapisthetypeoflabourexchangewhichisdoneon

thebasisofpaymenteitherincashorkind.Herepeopleworkinthe

fieldofothersinreturnofpayments.Ingaloareaspaymentsinkind

wasthemajormedium ofpaymentuntilrecentlyasmoneywasnot

available andgenerally peoplewerepaidin Amo(grains),traditional

utensilslikeIggin(acylindricalbasketmadeofbamboousedtocarry

things),Uppo(bamboomatusedtokeepgrains),Opop(traditional

fermentingmedicineusedinmakinglocalalcoholsApongandNyogin)

,vegetablesandanimalsetc.Therearedifferentnomenclatureof

Riglapbasedonthepaymentsuchasamoriglap(forpaymenmadein

grains),Iggin-Riglap,Opop-Riglapetc.ThepractiseofRiglapismore

prominentamongthefemaleworkforcethaninmale.194

InoldendaysanothersourceoflabouramongGalosfor

agriculturalworkwasslavescalledPakbo(maleslave)andPagne

(femaleslaves).Duringthosedaysprosperousandpowerfulvillages

usetoattacksmallervillageandcapturepeopletobeusedasslaves.

Theseslaveswereusedbytherichandpowerfulpeopleofthevillages.

Sometimesslaverywasalsoimposedaspunishmentforstealingor

othercrimes.DuringthefieldstudyoneshriHiem LoyiGam Burahof

pakam villagenarratedacenturyoldstoryoftwobrotherscalledDani

194Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GotoBasar,Aged67,Gam ofGorivillage,on
19/08/2014.
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andDasokwhoservedasslavesinonefamilyinthevillage.The

brothersplottedtokilltheiroldandagingmasterwhowasaveryrich

manofthevillage.Whenthemasterfoundoutabouttheirplotthe

youngerbrotherranawaybuttheelderbrotherDasokwascaught.

Dasokwaspunishedwithdeathbythevillagecouncil.Hewastiedup

andthrowndownawaterfalllocatednearthevillage.From thatday

thenameofthewaterfallwaskeptDasokLelo(theplacefrom where

dasokwasthrown.)Thewaterfallexisteventoday.195

7.ToolsandTechnology

A toolis an instrumentora device thatfacilitates

performanceofamechanicalorphysicalwork.ForcenturiestheGalos

havebeenlivingcloselywithnatureandforest.Thiscloseassociation

andinteractionhashelpedthem inacquiringdeepunderstandingof

naturewhichtheyhaveusedtoacquireanddevelopvarioustoolsand

techniquesthatfacilitatetheirdaytodaylives.Allthesetoolsand

techniquesaremadefrom locallyavailableindigenousmaterials.Since

lifeinGalosocietymainlyrevolvesaroundagriculture,mostofthe

tools are developed foruse in agriculturalworks.The tools and

techniquesusedbyGaloscanbeclassifiedintotwogroups:onesetof

toolsusedinagricultureandothertoolsuseinnormalday-to-day

activities.AgricultureimplementsofGaloscanbeclassifiedaccording

195Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014
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tothenatureofitsuseunderthreesub-heading:

(a).Toolsusedinjhum cultivation.

(b).Toolsusedinsedentaryofcultivation.

i) Toolsusedinwetricecutivation

ii)Toolsusedinterracedcultivation

iii)Tools used in both settled cultivation and jhum

cultivation.

i)ToolsusedinJhum Cultivation

From thetimeofourmythicalforefatherAbo-Taniwho

wasthefirsttostartcultivationonearth,toolshavebeenusedfor

agriculture.196ItisbelievedamongtheGalosthatthefirstagricultural

toolsweregivento Abo-TanibyNyir-Porothegodoftoolsand

implementson exchangeofskinofHoram (ottar)andsincethatday

agriculturaltoolsarebeingusedbytheGalos.Traditionaltoolsarevery

someofthetoolsusedforjhum cultivationare:

a.Banggi

Itistypeofwalkingstickbuthereaspecificwalkingstickmade

ofcanebamboofittedwithironcapatthebottom endand

bendinghandleatthetop.Usuallycultivatorusedtocarrythisto

196Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,
on11/08/2014.
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the jhum field.Such a stick is having both functionaland

symbolicvalue.

b.Hingi

Hingiisatoolmadeofsmallwoodenstickorabamboostick

whichisabout3to4feetinlengthandispointedatoneend.Itis

usedforsowingseedsbydiggingholesinthefieldtoputpaddy

seedsonit.

c.Drey

Dreyisalong-handledbamboobroom ofabout5to6feet.Itis

usedtosweepthedibbledgroundduringsowingofseedssoas

tocoverthegrainswithsoiltoprotecttheseedsfrom devouring

ofbirds.

d.Ebar

EbarisaconicalshapedbasketmadeofOso(bambooropes)

ortar(cane).Itismadebywomenandisusedforcarrying

variousobjectssuch asfirewood and vegetablesetc. Itis

attached to a strip made of bamboo ropes using which

womenfolkhangitontheirbackside.

e.Eegi(axe)
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Itisamultipurposetoolsusedforvarietyofpurposes.Themain

useoftheaxeamongGalosisforfellingandsplittingofbig

treesorwoods.AxeisalsousedtosacrificeHobo(Bosfrontail)

and big cows. As a custom Galos never use a Oyok

(machete/dao)tosacrificeHobo(Bosfrontail)andonlyusean

axe.Itismadebytheiron-smithaswellasavailableinthe

market.

f.Eek

Eek is a smallinstrumentmade ofbamboo.Here a sharp

bamboostripistwistedinsuchawaythatitresemblesthe

shapeoftheenglishalphabetx.Itisusedforscrappingthesoil

inordertoloosenitortoremovesmallerweeds.Itisusedduring

theweedingseason.ItislocallymadebytheGalos.

g.Hilek(bamboojug)

Hilekisabigandlongsizedbambootubeusedforcollectingand

storingwaterfordrinkingandotherpurposes.Itisabout3feet

long.duringcultivationtimeitisusedforcarryingwatertothe

field.
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h.Huchak

Itisasmallbasketmadeofbambooropeorcane.Itisusedfor

carryingpaddyseedsatthetimeofsowingordibbling.Itishung

atthewaistbythefemalesduringsowingordibbling.Itisalso

usedbythewomenwhilefishingforkeepingthefishcaught.

i. Lelli

Lelliisabagthatiscarriedonthebackbymalesduringhunting,

fishing,workinginthefieldetc.Itismadeoutofcaneropes.

j. Lolom

Itisaweedingknifemadeofironfittedwithbamboohandle.Itis

aboutonefootinlengthandhasablunthead.Itispurchased

from the market and it is also used during sowing or

broadcastingtheseeds,weedingetc,inthefield.Lolom ismade

bytheiron-smith.

k.Oyok(machete/dao)

Oyokismadeofironanditisfittedinthebamboohandlefor

easeincarryng.OyokisthemostimportanttoolforGalos.Itis

alsothemostmultipurposeandwidelyusedtool.Itisused

duringclearingofforest,fellingoftrees,fencing,constructionof

farm hutetc.

l. Pekkok
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Itis‘y’shapedstickmadeofbranchesoftreeandusedduring

clearingofdebris.Itprotectfarmershandfrom thorns,insects,

etc

m.Uddu

Itisasmallsizedbambootubeusedfordrinkingpurposeduring

workingandforkeepingseeds,etc.Itisofabout1feetlength.

UdduistraditionallymadebytheGalos.

ii)Toolsusedinsedentarycultivation

ImplementusedinSedentaryCultivationsareasbelow:

A.Bersa(shovel)

Itisatoolwithalonghandlethatisusedforliftingandmoving

earth.Shovelisusedforclearingofcanal,levellingetc.Itcanbe

procuredfrom themarket.

B.Danggi(jumper)

Itisathinandlongpieceofironwhichisusedfordiggingholesinthe

soil,stone,etc.InterestinglyinaalocirclepeoplecallitJampor.Itis

foundinthemarket.

C.Moi-Narnana
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Itisaninstrumentmadeofwoodthatisusedforthelevellingthe

soilandclearingthedebris.ItisalocallymadebytheGalos.

D.Kutar(spade)

Itisusedtopreparethecultivableland,clearingofcanal,for

diggingoflandetc.Spadeisaflatmetalbladewithalonghandle.

Itcanbeprocurefrom themarket.

E.Patti

Pattiisaninstrumentmadeofironanditismadebytheiron-

smith.Itisabout3feetinlength,hasamacheteshapedfront

endandathinelongatedhandle.Itisusedforcuttinggrass

duringclearingofthefield.

F.Nangol(plough)

Itisalargefarmingtoolmadeofwoodanditislocallymadeby

thepeople.IthasashapeofEnglishalphabetlwithsharpblades

whichispulledbytwooxenacrossthesoilforploughing,usually

beforeseedsareplanted.
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iii)ToolsusedinbothSedentaryandJhum cultivation

TherearecertaintoolwhichiscommonlyusedbytheGalosin

WetRiceCultivation,TerraceCultivationandjhum Cultivation.

Theyarediscussedbelow.

a)Apum

Apum isalargesizedcylindricalbasketmadeofbamboo.Itis

usedforstoring ofgrainsandotheressentialitems.

b)Ankur

Itisaconicalshapedbamboobasketusedforcollectionof

harvestedgrainsandforcarryingthosefrom thefieldtothefarm

hut.

c)Ekken

Itisalsoaconicalshappedbamboobasketbutithaslargepores

initunlikeAnkur. Itismadeofbamboo.Ekkenisusedfor

keepingweedsduringweeding.

d)Gedak

Gedakisamedium sizedconicalbamboobasketforcarrying

goodsetc.Itisusedgenerallyforcarryinggrainsfrom fieldto

granary.
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e)Uppo

UppoisalargedsizedspreadingmatmadeofTai(bamboorope)

usedforstoringorkeepingofgrainsinthefieldorgranary.

f)Peche

Itisalsokindofspreadingmatmadeofbamboobutissmallerin

sizethanUppo.Pecheisusedfordrayingpaddyinsidethe

houseaswellasinthesunlight.

g)Poa

Poaisthesmallestsizedconicalbasketmadeofbamboo.Itis

usedforcarryingsmallitemswhichareessentialinthefield

duringweeding,scrapping,etc.

h)Obo

Itiskindoftraditionallocalumbrellacarriedonbacksidemade

ofbambooandTokoleaves.Itisusedbythefarmertoprotect

himselffrom rainorsun.

i) Op-po
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Op-poisusedaswinnowingfananditismadeofbamboo.

j) Kosap(tongs)

Itisabentbamboo orcanetongs.Now irontong isalso

availablein themarket.Itisusuallyused forroasting and

pickingupmaterialsfrom fireplaceinfarm hut,house,fireplace

inthefieldduringburningofdebrisetc,besideswhereitis

applicable.

k)Iki

Ikiisacylindricalbamboobasketofverylargesizeusedfor

keepingorstoringofseeds.

l) Keepe

Keepeisathornycanestickusedforgrindingthegingerfor

makingagingerpaste.

ThuswecanseethatGaloshavealargenumberof

toolsandtechniquesattheirdisposal.althoughtheseinstruments

describedaboveareverysimplebuttheyareveryhandyandbyusing

thesehavelivedtheirlifeconvenientlysincetheearlytimes.Inmodern

timewiththeinfluenceofnewtechnologyandthinkingmanyofthese

areeitherbeinginnovatedorreplacedbymoreconvenientones.Alsoin

mostoftheareasofwestsiangdistrictsmachinesareusedbeing
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usedforthecultivation.Andinsteadofplough,crawlertractors,hard

tractor,kubota(powertiller)etcisusing,whichconsumelesstimeand

energythenplough.

Conclusion

ThestaplefoodforGalosisriceandbecauseofthis

theirprinciplecropofcultivationisPaddy.ButbesidespaddytheGalos

cultivateavarietyofcropsintheirfields speciallyinjhum fields.The

diversityofcropcultivatedinjhum ismorethaninsedentaryfields.The

variousvegitablescultivatedinjhum fieldsareMardam,Onyor,Oyik,

Aksap,Ogen,Oyin,Obur,Marsa,Bake,Kope,Yaluk(chilly),Bayom

(brinjal),MekuandMebeetc.Besidesjhum andsedantarycultivation

the Galos also undertake kitchen garden called Lupa.Lupas are

generallymadeinthevicinityofthehouse.Itisusedforgrowingof

vegetablesforselfconsumptionandpaddyisnotcultivatedinLupa.

LikealltribeinArunachalPradeshGalosalsomaintain

customarylaws and practices.These are enforced bythe village

councilcalled Keba.Galosocietyisapatriarchalsocietyandassuch

sonsinheritparent’spropertywhiledaughtersarenotallowedtoinherit

anyshareinlandedpropertyoftheparents.Sheinheritsornaments,

traditionalbeadsetc.InGalosocietythereexistthreetypesofland

ownershipIndividualownership,clanownershipandvillageownership.

Withthepassageoftimeclanandvillageownershipisdecreasingin
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Galo society. Also many lands are owned by the Governments

speciallyindistrictheadquarters.Thesegovernmentlandsareeither

donatedbyGalopeopleforsettingupoftownshipareasoracquired

underlandacquisitionacts.

AgricultureisthemainactivityinGalosocietyandas

suchoragnisationoflabourismailyrelatedtoagriculture.AmongGalo

thereexistthreetypesofexchangeoflabour,Rige,RiglapandRigur.

Galo farmersareveryprogressiveandtheyusedifferenttypesof

agriculturaltoolsandtechniques.Therearetoolsusedinjhum field

andtoolsusedinsedentarycultivationattheirdisposal.Someofthe

toolsareindigenouslydevelopedthroughexperiencewhilesometools

likeKuttar(spade),Bersa(shovel),Dangi(jumper) are adoptedby

Galofarmersfrom farmersneighboringstateAsssam.

Chapter5

ContinuityAndChangeAmongTheGalos

The term continuityand change refers to long-term

continuitiesanddiscontinuitiesinthestructureofthepastsocieties.

Theprogressanddeclinemaybeusedto evaluatecontinuityand

change.Humanbeingsarecreatedinsuchawaythattheycanadapt

themselvesinanyenvironmentandtheycancreate,learn,share,and

adapttoaculture. Changeisoneofthefew constantsinaliving



169

culture.Thechangeisevidentnotonlyinthephysicalenvironmentbut

alsointheirsocial,economic,politicalandculturalsystem.Noculture

continues the same forany considerable period oftime.197 The

magnitudeofthechangehasbeenillustratedbycomparativestudyof

thepastandpresentstagesofsocial,economic,politicalandcultural

system.Thehistoricalexperiencesofsocieties,peoplesandnations

revealpatternsofcontinuityandchange.Historicalanalysisenablesus

toidentifycontinuitiesovertimeincoreinstitutions,values,ideals,and

traditions,aswellasprocessesthatleadtochangewithinsocieties

andinstitutions,andthatresultininnovationandthedevelopmentof

newideas,valuesandwaysoflife.

1.ContinuityandChangeAmongTheGalos

a)SocialLife

TheGalosarealsoinastateoftransitionlikeother

tribesofArunachalPradesh.Thecloseinteractionwithnatureandthe

abilitytoadaptandadjustwiththesurroundingshaveconsiderably

influencedthelifestyleoftheGalos.Changescanbeseenintheevery

aspectofGalosocietywhetheritisineconomy,polity,education,

materialorotherelementsofculture,religiousbeliefandpractices.

197Roy,Sachin,op.cit.,p.254.
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Andsuchchangescollectivelymadeanimpactonthetraditionalsocio-

culturalstructures.

TraditionallyGalo societyisbased on patriarchal

system,where allthe majordecision is taken bythe husband.198

Howeversomepositivechangeshavebeenobservedinthelastfew

decades.Currentlyinsomeeducatedfamiliesdecisionofbothfather

and mothers equally matters.Still,society ofthe Galos is male

dominated.Theyusuallyliveinajointfamily.Earlierfamilysizewas

largebutnowadaysparentsareleftaloneinthevillagebecausetheir

grownupsonsanddaughtersstayawayfrom thevillagefortheir

education,job,andbusiness.Inspiteofthat,theirson’sanddaughter

aretakingouttimetocareandlovetheirparentsandtodoalltheir

dutiestowardthem.Still,someparentsareleftaloneinthevillageand

theyremainhelpless.Insuchfamilies,societyorcommunitybeitclan

basedorvillagebasedplayanimportantroleinsupportingthem.

Marriage

Marriageisarelationofoneandmoremenandwomen

whichisrecognizedbycustom andlawandinvolvescertainrightsand

dutiesbothinthecaseofthepartiesenteringtheunionandincaseof

thepartiesenteringtheunionandinthecaseofchildrenbornofit.199

The institution of marriage is said to have existed from time

198Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.53.
199 Doshi,S.L.,andJain,P.C.SocialAnthropology,Rawat Publication,New Delhi,2001,

p.2000.
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immemorial.Almostallthesystem ofmarriagesuchasmonogamy,

polygamy,exogamy,and polygyny exists in Galo society.Earlier,

exogamousmarriagewasdiscouragedandstillitisdiscouragedinthe

society.Nowadays endogamous marriage are nottolerated and

consideredincestuous.Thereisnostrictagelimitformarriage.And

stillseasonformarriagearealwaystakenintoconsideration.200

In Galo society marriage is a long process.Itis

performedintwowaysthatiswithMithunsacrificeandwithoutMithun

sacrifice.ThefirstoneisknownasLayapanditisthefirstmarriage

ceremonyperformedbytheboy’sparentswheretheacceptanceofthe

girlasadaughter-in-lawisrecognised.201AccordingtotheGalocustom,

performingofLayapinsummerisregardasinauspicious.Assuch

traditionallyLayapistobedoneinthewinterseasonbutnowadays

Layapis performedeveninthesummerseasondependingonthe

requirementofindividualsituation.ThesecondoneisHobo-Panam,it

isthemarriageinwhichMithunsacrificeisinvolvedwith aseriesof

activities.Itisnotcompulsoryandisveryexpensivetoperform.Notall

membersofGalosocietyisabletoperform this.Onlywealthyand

capablefamiliesperform thismarriageritual.Itisconsideredamatter

ofgreatprideforGaloswhoareabletoperform Hobo-Panam during

marriageceremony.AnothertypeofmarriageprevalentamongGalos

200 Extractfrom an Interview with Mr.Gumken Bagra,Aged 62,Retired Government
Teacher,on11/08/2014.

201Riba,Tomo,op.cit.,p.45.
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isthesystem ofNeph-Nyida(childmarriage).Thissystem wasactively

practised byGalosisolden daysbutsince the lasttwo to three

decadesitisnomoreprevalentintheGalosocietyexceptforinrare

cases.

AscomparetooldendaysmarriagesinGalosocietyis

morecostlyandtroublesomenowadays.Now oldmaterialslikeAme,

Batti(brassplates),Tadok,Dokso,Dogne,Dokpin(typesoftraditional

beads),Yokso(aknifeofceremonialmachete)etcwhichareusedin

marriageritualsarenoteasilyavailableandifavailabletheyarevery

expensive.Eventhenthesematerialsareregardedasvaluableand

necessary items among the Galos during marriage.Earlier old

materials like Ame,Batti,Tadok,Dokso,Dogne,Yokso etc were

availablewithmajorityofGalopeopleastheywereprocuredthrough

thebordertradewithtibet.Withthepassageoftimepoorpeoplehad

to selltheiroldmaterialsforvarietyofreasonssuchasfortheir

children’seducation,formedicaltreatmentetc.Assuchtodaythese

oldmaterialsareonlyavailablewiththerichGalos.Inspiteofthat,

marriageritualsareperformedwithfullenthusiasm.Earlieralmostof

themarriagesinGalosocietywerearrangedmarriages.Butthesedays

thesocietyhasopenedupmoreandtherecenttrendsindicatethat

lovemarriagesaremoreamongtheGalos.Stilllovemarriageand

arrangemarriagebothtakeplaceinthesocietyoftheGalos.

ThesocietyoftheGalosisstructuredonthebasisof
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clanorganisation.Inotherwords,theentiresocialstructuredrests

uponclansystem.Stillsexualrelationbetweenthemembersofaclan

andsubclanisconsideredasincestandanybodyinvolvedinsuchare

strictly punished and even ex-communicated.202After adopting

Christianityalsonospecificchangesisoccouredinclanties.But,only

inthereligiousceremonytheydonotparticipate.

Religion

TheGalosbelieveinindigenousfaithandpracticeof

natureworship.Theyarecharacterizedbyhereditaryshamanism where

theybelieveinthespiritualqualitiesofnatureandatthesametimehad

theconceptofa supremebeing.In Galo beliefsystem thereare

numberofbenevolentandmalevolentgodandgoddesseswhobless

and punish the people according to theiraction.203 Some ofthe

malevolentspiritsareYapom (jungle’sevilspirit),Urom (soulsturninto

evilspirit),Aggo-Hune(accidentalevilspirits),Hupo(accidentalevil

spirits),andHuro-Huleand Yalu-Yasu(accidentalevilspirits)andso,

on.ThebenevolentspiritsarePinku-Pinte,Pirku-PirteandLiku-Lite

(godsofgrainaries),Diggo-Pirne(creator),Mopin-Moji(godofwealth

andprosperity)etc.

GalosbelieveintheconceptofDonyi-Polo(sunand

202Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha
villageon02/08/14.

203Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
25/02/2014.
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moon).HereDonyi,thesunisconsideredasthemotherofallhuman

beingsandPolo,themoonasthefather.Nobodyamongthegalosis

abletopin-pointtheexacttimeperiodtospecifywhenthisconceptof

prayingofDonyi-Polostarted.204Butitisbelievedthatsinceearlytime

GaloshasbeenprayingtothecombineddivinefigureofDonyi(thesun)

andPolo(themoon)toobtaintheirblessings.AcordingtoGalobelief

jimiistheSupremeBeing,whohascreatedthisworldandwhorules

overit.JimiisalsothecreatorofDonyi-Poloasaguardianofthe

people,whohastokeepsawatchonthedutiesofalllivingbeing.

Itisimportanttonoteherethatthisbeliefandpraying

ofDonyi-PoloamongGalosisnotexactlyinthenatureofatruereligion

likeIslam,Christainityetc.Thisisbecausetraditionallythereisno

conceptofidols,templeorpujasinGalosociety.Thereisalsonofixed

daysofprayingtoDonyi-PololikegoingtochurchonSundayetcbut

Galopeoplerememberandprayforblessingfrom Donyi-Polointheir

daytodaylife.AssuchtraditionallybeliefinDonyi-Polowasmoreofa

wayoflifethanareligionamongGalos.Thishasundergonesome

changeinrecentyear’s.Duetotheinfluenceofvariousotherreligion

mainly Hindu religion and Christianity,nowadays purity of old

traditionalway ofremembering and praying Donyi-Polo is slowly

diminishing. Some reformists among Galos have tried to

204Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
25/02/2014.
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institutionalize tribalreligion by inventing images of gods and

goddesses,constructingtemples,andtextualizingreligiouschantsor

oraltraditionsinamannerverysimilartothatofHinduism.Theyare

usingincensestick,candlestick,floweretc.,toprayandtheyalsogoto

Ganngeprayerhouseonsundays.Withtheinfluenceofotherreligions

on Galo population increasing reformist movements have been

graduallygaininggroundamongthetribesinordertoprotectand

preserve their indigenous religious beliefs and practices. Such

reformistmovementshavegeneratednewtaxonomies,suchasDonyi-

Poloism,Intyaism,Rangfraism,andsoon.

TodaymanyGaloshaveembraced Christianityeither

duetothelossofrelevanceoftheirtraditionalritualorinfluencedby

missionaries and otherinstitutions.205 This conversion has had a

profoundeffectontheirreligiousaswellasculturallife.Now dueto

thisconversionGalosparticipationincelebrationoftheirownfestival

suchasMopinandotherlocalritualsisbecomingless.Similarlythe

celebrationofChristmasfestivalisgainingpopularityinGaloinhibited

areasspeciallyinLikabali,Basar,AnguVillage,Pagivillageetc.Asthe

numberofGaloChristianisrising.

MopinisthebiggestfestivaloftheGalosanditis

celebratedforfivedaysfrom 5thofAprileveryyear.Therehasbeena

205Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GokarBasar,Aged62,ReitairedForestGuard,on
22/07/2014.
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gradualchangein thecelebration ofMopin both in thewayitis

celebratedandthereasonforwhichitiscelebrated.Sinceoldendays

Galosocietywasagrarianinnature.Themainactivityforlivelihood

wasagricultureandtherewasnoothereconomicactivityamongthe

Galotribe.InthosedaysMopinwascelebratedbyGalopeoplemainly

forgettingagoodharvest.206Buttodaybesidesagriculture,Galosare

engagedinvariousotheractivitiessuchasgovernmentjobs,business,

governmentcontractorsetctosupporttheirlivelihood.Becauseofthis

todayMopinisbeingcelebratednotonlyforagoodharvestbutfor

prosperityandwealth.TodaycelebrationofMopinisnotlimitedtoGalo

inhibitatedareasonly,butMopiniscelebratedinmanypartsofthe

stateas Galosresideindifferentpartsofthestatefortheirjob,

education etc.There are various Mopin celebration committees

prevalenttodaysuchasziroMopincelebrationcommittee,Itanagar

Mopin celebration committee,and Naharlagun Mopin celebration

committee.AlsoexceptforMopincelebrationindistrictheadquater

aalootherMopincelebrationsbeitinItanagar,Naharlagun,Ziroetcdo

notstrictlyfollowthetraditionalritualsofmopincelebration.

PeoplecelebratedMopinbecausetheybelievethatitis

startedbytheAbo-Tanianditisnotpossibletospecifytheexacttime

periodofwhenMopinbecomeafestivel.But,thecelebrationofMopin

asafestivalremindthedaysofAbo-TaniwhenmotherMopinherself

206Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.GumkenBagra,Aged62,RetiredGovernment
Teacher,on11/08/2014.
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ledAbo-Tanifrom dream toworldofrealitiesineverythinghedo.Thus,

accordingAbo-TanicelebratedMopinasafestivalduringthetimeof

sowingforgoodharvestandprosperity.

EarliertabooswerestrictlyfollowedbytheGalosbut

now socialtaboos are not followed like before.For instance

traditionallyamongtheGalosthecarryingofthedeadbodyisspecified

withinthenearestrelativesandotherswerenotallowed.Butnowboth

amongtheGaloChristiansandsomeGalosincommondonotobserve

thistraditionstrictly.Alsotheyhavestartedthemakingofcemented

burialgroundwhichwasnotthereearlier.

Earlierthebirthoftwinswasbelievedtobringbadluck

andwholefamilymemberoftwinschildhadtofollow stricttaboos

Aareliketheywillbenotallow togiveAali-Aanyo(seedlings)toany

memberofthevillage,noonewillsharefoodwiththem.207But,now

birthoftwinsisregardedasgoodluckandGalosareevenhappierto

haveatwinchild.Notevensingletaboosarefollowedbyanyfamilies

ofGaloswhentheyhavetwins.

ButstillGalosarefollowingsomeageoldtabooslike

girlsarenotallowedtotouchthetoolslikeIssak(arrow)andUpuk

(bow)ofhunter.Evenduringthemenstruationtimegirlsarestrictly

prohibitedtoenterfrontsideofthehousethatisBagoandaremadeto

207Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.RemoKamsi,Aged66,PriestofDoyorvillage,on
19/02/2014.
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maintaining separate utensils during menstruation. Also during

menstruationtimegirlsarenotallowtogonearbytheNyibo(priest).

InoldentimestheNyibo(thepriest)wasahighlyenvied

professionamongGalosanditwasconsideredextremelyluckyand

proudmomenttobeapriest.Howevernowaday’snumbersofNyibos

aredecliningday-by-dayandtheyhaveaverymediocrelife,notvery

richnotverypoor.Theyareverybusyinperformingritualsandcuring

peopleandarenotabletoundertakeothereconomicactivitiesto

improvetheirlivingstandardsortotakecareoftheirfamilies.Because

ofthisconceptpeopleevenignorethecallingofthespiritsanddonot

wanttochoosethisprofession.Thepracticeofslaverywasprevalent

intheGalosocietybuttheywereactuallynotbornasaslave.208Slaves

inGalosocietywereeitherpeoplecapturedduringvillagewar,people

caughtstealingorcommittingothercrimesetc.Buttodaythepractise

ofslaverydoesnotexistinthesocietyanditisstrictlyprohibitedbythe

Adi-Bane-Keba (the supreme village council among Galos) to

distinguishedpeopleonthisbasisoreventocallthem asPagne,

Pagbo(slaves)andifsomeonecallsthem withsuchwordthentheyare

liableoffine.209 Traditionallyduring thepractiseofslaverysome

restrictionwereobservedi.e.amasterorgeneralpeoplecannothavea

marriagerelationwiththeslavefamily.Buttheycanenjoyfoodwith

208Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha
villageon02/08/14.

209Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.
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them,stay togetherand so on.Now there is no such marriage

restrictionbetweenmasterandslavefamily.Butstillsomepeople

don’twanttotieupanyrelationwiththeslavefamily.

PoliticalLife

TradionallyamongGalosKebaisthelargestpolitical

body,itisthevillagecounciloftheGalosandisresponsibleforsettling

allthedisputesofthesociety.Kebawasahighlyrespectedandfeared

bodyinGalosocietyinolddays.ThedecisionoftheKebawasfinaland

noonedaredtogoagainstit.Butnowadaysdisputegetrarelysettled

inKebas.Manypeoplearetakingeventheminordisputestothecourt

ofjudicialmagistrateandhighercourtsbeforeanytrialatKeba.This

leadstodelayofjusticeinmanycasesandevendenialinfew.Earlier

peoplehadlessknowledgeaboutthelegalprocedure.Also,therewas

onlydistrictcourtlocatedatdistrictheadquarterAaloanditwasnot

accessibleforeveryone,onlyaccessibleforthepeopleresidingin

villages near to district headquater.210 Earlier various types of

traditionalordealswereperformed,todecideallkindsofdisputessuch

as Roksin-Kognam (chicken liverdivination),Pip-Chika-Nam (egg

examination)etc.Besidesthistheadibanekebahaveapprovedthe

practice ofNyodu,TaserDinam,and Badu-Yunam,as the final

210Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Hilem Loyi,Aged62,Gam ofPakam village,
on19/08/2014.
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judgementofthedisputesandcriticalKeba.211 Thispracticeisstill

practicedintheKebabutnotineverycase.IftheKebamembersfailto

givetheirfinalverdictinsomecasesafterperformingRoksin-Kognam,

Pipi-Chika-Nam thentheywilllookintotheseriousnessofthecaseand

accordingtothattheywillsuggesteitherforthe Nyodu,Taser-Dinam,

andBadu-Yunam.InthisNyodu,thepersoninvolveinthecasewill

swearontigersteeththattheircausearecorrectandifanyofthem

foundguiltytheirwholefamilywilldieslowlyasaindication.Inthis

ritualboththeopponentwillnoteatordrinkanythingfrom eachother’s

placetillthecaseissolved.AndinTaser-Dinam,lumpsofzincare

heatedinanironpantillthemetalsmeltandaccusedorsuspected

personareaskedtoholdthemoltenleadorzinconhispalm toprove

hisinnocence.Thispractiseisnow abolished.Itwasbelievedthat

guiltyishurtbytheheatedmoltenbuttheinnocentisnot.InBadu-

Yunam boththeopponentshandareputintheboilingwateranditis

believedthatifanyoneisguiltytheirhandwillbeburned.Recently

NyoduwasperformedbetweentwoGaloclanthatisGangkakand

Yomngam onalanddispute.212Despitebeingeducatedgalosarestill

believeinthis.

Inheritance

Asthesocietyisbasedonthepatriarchalsystem the

211BytheLawsofAdiBaneKeba(Bogum Boka),op.cit.,p.99.
212Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.LizarYomcha,Aged68,VillageElderofYomcha

village
on02/08/14.
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daughtersarenotallowedtoclaim arightoverthelandedproperty.The

customarylaws doesnotgivesdaughterstherighttoinheritfather’s

immovablepropertybecausetheclanmembersfeelthatiffather’s

assetsaregiventodaughterwhensheismarried,theclanwilllose

assetforever.213NowadaysthispractiseisstillfollowedamongGalos

butthere are some exception thatare happening.Todaydue to

influenceofeducationanddevelopmentinsocietymanyGalosare

givingshareofpropertiestotheirdaughteralso.Howeverthispositive

changeisobservedinveryfew casesandonlyamongtheeducated

families in towns.In village and farflung areas old tradition of

inheritanceisstrictlybeingobserved.Alsoinrarecasestodayagirl

childcanclaim thepropertyofherparentsintheeventofbeingthe

onlychild.Some-timeseventhoughbeingonlychildadaughterarenot

allowedtoclaim thepropertyoftheirfather,andpropertyfallsinthe

handofcousinbrother’sson.But,nowsomeoftheGaloshavestarted

torejectthisbeliefandaregivingsomeoftheimmovablepropertyto

theirdaughtersalso.

Economiclife

AveragerainfallofWestSiangdistrictis4000mm and

duetothisheavyrainfalltheeconomyofGalosofWestSiangdistrict

areverymuchdependantonagriculture,whichissupplementedby

213 Extractfrom Article,“ItsTimetoIntrospect”byMr.DedoEtePublishedinDiggo-Yamo
MopinSouvenir2014,PublishedbyCentralMopinCelebrationCommitee,Aalo
,2014,p.2.
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huntingandfishing.Earlier,peopleusetocultivateandproducedgoods

eitherfortheselfconsumptionorforexchangeatvaluesequaltothe

valuesofmeansofproductionusedupintheprocessofproduction.

Thebasicorganizationofproductionwasslashandburnsystem of

cultivation,and free collection offorestproducts.Now,with the

changingsituationandnecessitiespeopleproducenotonlyforself

consumptionbutalsoforthecommercialpurpose.

Another,sourceofsurplusgenerationintheeconomyis

from trade.Earliertradewasbasedonbartersystem,wherepeople

exchangedgoodsforothergoods.Nowbartersystem nomoreexistin

thesocietyasmoneyasthecommonmedium ofexchangeisbeing

usedextensively.EconomyoftheGaloshasgonethroughvarious

changesfrom theconventionalbarterandexchangesystem,tothe

monetizingoftheGaloeconomy.WiththemonetizingoftheGalo

economyaswellaswiththeintroductionofweightandmeasure,

thingsaresoldandpurchaseatanequalrateandquantityusingmoney

asamedium ofexchange.

Earliertribalgroupshadamutualeconomicdependence

on each otherforcertain essentialcommodities.214 Butnow this

dependencyisshiftedfrom thetribalpeopletogovernmentaswellas

privatesector.GaloshadtraderelationwiththeBoris,theTibet,the

plainsofAssam andBhutan.Theygenerallyexchangedtheirsurplus

214GazetteerofEast&WestSiangDistrict,p.180.
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producewiththatofthetribeslivingnorthoftheirterritoryandre-

exchangetheseprocureditem withthatofthetradersoftheplains.

Inter-tribaltrade was also carried outin the interiorvillages.For

instancetheApatanisproducedsurplusricewhichtheytradedforsalt

suppliedbytheNyisi,whogotitfrom theplainandforsurpluscotton

producedbytheAdi.Nowallthesetraderelationsnomoreexistinthe

societyatbarterlevelandpeopleselltheirproduceformoneyandbuy

theirrequireditemsbypayingmoney.

TheGalosofWestSiangdistrictishavingaveryrich

traditionofhandloom,handicraftandweaving.Bolup(cap),Hobuk(dao

case),Igin(basket),Lelli/Patu(canebagsforcarryingessentialsthings

duringjourney),Husak(basket),Opo(tray),Pejung(basketforkeeping

vegitables),Upo(bamboomateforkeepinggrains)aresomeofthe

handicraftproduct.Gale,Galup,Shawl,Jepe,Likka,Beka(hand-woven

clothes)aresomeofthehandloom products.Traditionallytheseitems

weretradedunderbartersystem mainlyforexchangeofgrains.Expert

artisaninthevillagewouldtradehisproduceforgrainsorforexchange

oflabour.Butwiththepassageoftimetherehasbeenslowbutsteady

developmentinthefieldofhandicraftandhandloom.Manypeopleare

nowsettingupshopstosalelocalhandicraftandhandloom item.One

ofthemajorbuyeroftheseproductsarethetouristsbothIndianand

from abroad.Assuchthissectorconstitutesanimportantpartof

specialisedeconomyoftheGalopeople.Carpetmaking,canework,
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woodcarving,carpentry,etcarenowwidelypracticedandthisheritage

ispreservedbyencouragingcottageandvillageindustry.

Agricultureisthetraditionalsubsistenceeconomyofthe

Galos.IthasbeenpractisedbyGalossincetimeimmemorial.Earlier

shiftingcultivation(jhum)waspractisedbyGalosandwiththepassage

oftimetheystartedthepractiseofsedentarycultivation(wetrice

cultivation and terraced cultivation).In olden daysagriculturewas

practisedwiththesoleaim ofselfconsumptionandtherewasno

conceptofcommercialagriculture.Sometimes even the surplus

producewasnottradedbutwasgivenfreeofcosttorelativesorvillage

friends.Alsopaddywastheprimarycropcultivatedasriceisthestaple

food forGalos.Butnowadays there is diversity ofcrops being

cultivatedbytheGalos.EventheconceptofCommercialfarmingis

beingadoptedbytheGalos.TodayGaloscultivatepaddyaswellas

vegetablesnotonlyfortheselfconsumptionbutalsoforcommercial

purpose and even theirinterestis shifting toward the producing

commercialcrops.215 Galosarepracticing dualcitivation,afterthe

paddycultivationtheyaregrowingvegetablesbothinjhum fieldaswell

asinwetricefiled.Vegetableslikepotato,cabbage,cauliflower,carrot

etcarebeingcultivatedafterthepaddyseasonforsellinginthemarket

especiallyinAalo,Basar,Likabaliareas.WiththechangingtimesGalos

manyhaveshiftedthemselvestowardthecommercialfarming.

215Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.BingeEte,Aged56,HeadGam ofBenevillage,on
11/08/2014.
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EarliertheGovernmentthroughAgricultureDepartment

encouragedthepeopletoadoptthewetricecultivationaswellas

terracedricecultivation.Governmentassignedthevillagelevelworker

todothedutiestopromotewetricecultivationaswellasterracedrice

cultivationamongtheGalos.216Theyguidedthevillagersaboutvarious

benefitsofsettledcultivationascomparedtojhum cultivationand

encouragedthem toadoptthesame.Duetothiscontinuouseffort

manyhillswereconvertedintoterracedandwetricefield.Butinrecent

yearsthefocusisshiftingfrom paddyfarmingtocommercialfarming.

GovernmentiscomingupwithvariousmeasurestoencourageGalos

ofWestSiangtoadoptcultivationofcommercialcrops.Manysteps

havebeentakenbyGovernmentofArunachalPradeshthroughthe

Agriculture Department to diversify the agriculture economy by

encouragingcashcroplikepotato,mustardoiletc.Alsothroughthe

Horticulture Department the Government is encouraging for

horticulturecroplikeoranges,andpine-applesetc.Thesecashcrops

havebeenadoptedintherightearnestbytheGalofarmersalso.For

exampleinBagravillageunderAalocirclepineapplecultivationisa

majorsourceofincomeforpeople.

Ithasbeenwitnessedthatconsiderablechangeshave

takenplaceinthecurrentstatusofagriculturepractisesamongGalos

ascomparedtooldendays.Thischangehasoccurredmainlybecause

216Extractfrom anInterviewwithMr.Nitum Riba,DistrictAgriculturalofficer,on
11/08/2014.
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ofinfluenceoftechnologyfrom outside.Somechangeshavebeen

effectedalsoduetosocialandculturalinfluence.Ascomparetothe

earlytimes now agriculture is equipped with new technologyand

technique,whichhaveultimatelyraisedtheproduction.

Technologyaffectstheagriculturealotbothingood

andbadways.Asweknow thatshiftingcultivationisthetraditional

methodofagricultureamongtheGalosbutitspractiseandtechnique

ishighlyhazardousto theenvironmentasitleadsto largescale

deforestation.Buttilltodayjhummingisheavilypractisedanditis

supporting themajorityofthepopulation ofGalosofWestSiang

district.ButGovernmentisalsotryingtoconvincethefarmerstostop

jhum cultivationbecauseofitsilleffectsontheenvironment.Because

ofthiscontinuouseffortoftheGovernmentmanysuitableflatvalleys

andgentleslopeshavebeeneitherconvertedintowetorterracedarea.

Todaymanypeoplehaveadoptedtwonewformsofpermanenttypes

ofcultivationbutsuitableareasareverylimitedforwetriceandterrace

field,thusallGaloscannotbeaccommodatedinthisandassuch

practiseofjhum cultivationisstillcontinuingamongGalos.But,as

comparedtoearlierlittleimprovementcanbeseeninthemethodof

jhuming and stillbetterimproved method isneeded forfuture to

controlboththeproblem ofenvironmentandtocontinuethetraditional

system ofcultivationwithoutharmingtheenvironment.

InspiteoftheseentirethingGalosofWestSiangisstill
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verymuchdependentonthistraditionpatternofcultivation.Nowthey

are growing vegetables also for commercial purpose. Earlier

productionisonlyfortheirconsumptionpurposebutwithtimesthey

havelearnedtheeconomicvaluesduetothechangingsituationand

theirneeds.Todayvariousvegetablesaregrownbythem suchasKope,

Bayom,Bake(brinjals),Yaluk,Luksi,Maan-Yaluk(chillies),Meku,Mebe

(cucumber),bittergourd,Patum (pumkin),bottolgourd,Giyi,Tukho

(brassica),Namdu (sesame),Igin (yam),Mali(sweetpotato),and

Takee(gingers).Theyselltheseinthemarketandearnhandsome

revenue.Nowpeoplehaveunderstoodthevalueofthemoneyandtheir

mindisshiftingfrom selfconsumptiontoeconomicpurpose.

Now,goodqualityof highyieldvarietiesofseedsare

begintointroducedlike,Jyoti,Ir8(IndianResearchno.8),Ir-20, Ir-64,

theseareanimprovedvarietyofseedintroducedbyGovernment.But

stillsomestickwiththeoldseedsduetolittlefaithonthenewseeds.

Differentqualitiesoftheseedsarealsobeingusedbythesomeofthe

farmers,which increased the production. Now Department of

AgricultureandHorticulturealsotrytointroducethenew varietiesof

theseedsandevenintroduceddifferentmedicinetofarmerstohelp

them toprotecttheirfieldfrom pests,diseasesandminorclimate

changes.

In the areas ofwetrice cultivation lots ofnew

developmentcanbeseenlikeuseofpowertillerinsteadoftraditional
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method ofploughing,tractor.Even thethresing ofpaddyisdone

throughthehelpofmachinewhichwasearlierdonewiththehelpofthe

feet.Earlieritwasveryhardtoopenanewfieldsforbothtypesofwet

ricecultivation.Anditneedslargenumbersofmenanditslabour.But

nowwiththeintroductionofvariousmachinesmanypeoplearetaking

helpofittolessenthelabourandtosavetime.Butstilltherearesome

peoplewhich arenotableto effortitand dependson traditional

methodofcultivation.

Due to allthese new techniques production also

increased as compare to earlytimes,maybe itis stillnotgood

accordingtoDepartmentofAgriculturebutbetterthantheearlydays.

Nowgalosarereapingpaddytwicefrom asameplant.Firstharvesting

isdoneinthemonthofaugustthensecondharvestingisdoneinthe

monthofSeptember.Secondpaddyisthenextgraingrownfrom a

harvestedplantofpaddy,whichisknownasAam-LebeorAamte-Lebe.

Itsproductionislesserthanthefirstharvest.Earliertherewasno

system ofcollectingtheremaininggrainorsecondtimegrownpaddy

duetoitslessproductionandfencingproblem ofthelargeareas.But

nowduetointroductionofhighyieldvarietiesofseedsitsproductionis

increased and also becauseoftheeconomicpointofviewsthey

learnedtosavethewastage.

ThefarmersofWestSiangalsotrainedintheuseof

fertilizer,as they were trained by the Government official in
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demonstrativefarmsfreeofcostduetowhichtheyknowstheuseof

fertilizer.Timelyvillagelevelworkerprovidedthefarmerswithdusters

andsprayer,essentialchemicalstocontrolpestsandplantdiseases.

Manyfarmersdonotwanttousethefertilizersandchemicalsto

controlpestsandweedsastheybeliefthatitmightaffecttheirhealth

andenvironment.Withoutusingthosechemicalssomefarmersused

toproducehugequantityofproduct.

Earlier Aam-yabnam (winnowing) and Aam-Hugnam

(threshing)isverytimeconsumingaswellasverylaboriouswork.

Winnowingisearlierdonewiththehelpofgroupofpeopleortwo

peoplebyusingOopo,akindoftoolusedincleaningrice.Generally

femalearestandingattheedgeofthehutandonthebasisofblowing

ofthewind,shewillthrowthemixtureintheairandmalewillblowair

withthehelpofOopo,sothatthewindblowsawaythelighterchaff

whileheaviergrainsfallbackdownforrecovery.Thethreshingisdone

withthehelpofthelegs.But,nowthesethingsaredonewiththehelp

ofmachinelikepowertillerforthreshingandasstandfanaswellas

powertillerforwinnowing.Eveninsomeofthevillageitisfoundthat

cowsareusingforthrashinggrains.Nowfordryingpaddyplasticmat

andtarpaulinsareusinginsteadofpeche(localtraditionalmat).Now

duetothenicetransportationsystem itisveryeasytocarrygrainsto

thegranaries.EvenplasticbagandjutebagsareusinginsteadofIgin

(bamboobasket).Duetothisdistanceisminimisedaswellsastimeis
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savedforothersworks.Techniqueforprotectionofthecropsisalso

improvised.

EducationandHealth

Educationisthemostessentialelementfortheallround

developmentofthesocietyaswellasforthehuman-being.Incaseof

WestSiangdistrictitisanimportantissue.Earlierin1947theliteracy

percentofArunachalPradeshwasbelow 1percent.217 Duetothisit

becameachallengingtaskforthegovernmenttoimproveit,especially

forprosperoustriballife.Inthefirstfive-yearplanandsecondfiveyear

planeducationbecamethetopmostpriority.Underthiseducation

institutions was established and improvised.Afterthatteachers

training institute were established and English was installed as

medium ofinstructionin1971forclassItoXI.Withthisliteracyrate

wasincreased,butstilllotmorechangestodointhefieldofeducation.

Now aday’seducationqualitywasimprovisedmuch

morethanearlier.Manynew schoolsweresetupandnow thereare

abouttwentythreeCentralBoardofSecondaryEducation(C.B.S.E)

affiliatedschoolsinWestSiangdistrictandalsotherearemanyprivate

schoolsinwestsiang.TherearetwocollegesinWestSiangandeven

manynightschoolsweresetup.Accordingto2011thereaverage

literacyrateis66.46% ,earlierthatisin2001itwas59.47%.Gender

wiseliteracyrateofbothmaleandfemaleofWestSiang is72.81%for

217Pandey,Deepak,op.cit.,p.377.
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maleand59.63% forfemaleandin2001formaleitwas66.63and

51.56forfemale.Thesealldateshowsanincreaseinliteracyrate.

In thefield ofHealth also developmentweretaking

placetoimprovisetheexistingfacilities.Now therearemanyprivate

clinics,healthcarecentreineveryvillagesandpharmacytofacilitate

thepeople.Thus,thenowgovernmentistakingeveryinitiativestepto

improvisetheeducationqualitiesaswellastoimprovisethehealth

facilities.

ImpactofMajorLandRegulations

InArunachalPradeshmainlytwomajorlandregulation

hasbeenpassed. FirstlytheBalipara/Tirap/Sadiyafrontiertract

jhum landregulationpassedin1947by governmentofassam in

exerciseofthepowersconferredbysub-section(2)ofsection92of

theGovernmentofIndiaact,1935,asadaptedbytheIndia(Provincial

Constitution)order,1947.218 Theseregulationswaspassedtosafe

guardandregulatetherightofthetribesindigenoustotheBalipara,

Tirap,SadiyaFrontiertractstojhum landintheseareas.Thisland

regulationwasthefirstattempttocodifythevariousissuesrelatedto

thepracticeofjhum landinarunachalpradesh.Undertheprovisionsof

thisactacustomaryrighttojhum landwasdeemedtobeestablished

infavourofavillageoracommunitywhensuchvillageorcommunity

hasenjoyedtherighttocultivateorutilisesuchjhum landfornotless

218TheArunachalPradeshCode,op.cit.,P.73.
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thanfiveyearspriortothemakingofthisregulation.Jhum landwas

definedas“alllandswhichanymemberormembersofavillageor

communityhavecustomaryrightstocultivatebymeansofshifting

cultivationortoutilisebyclearingjungleorgrazinglivestockprovided

thatsuch village orcommunity is in permanentlocation”.This

regulationalsodealtwithvariousotherissuesrelatedtojhum land

such as transferability of jhum land,forest produce,taxation,

preventionoferosion,preventionoffire,settingupoftribalcounciland

powers thereof,erection ofhouses,ejection ofpersons squatting

withoutanyauthorityonjhum landetc.

Thelandregulationof1947hadamajorimpactonthe

practiseofjhum landinthestate.Forthefirsttimejhum landwas

legallydefinedandtherightsoftheindigenouspeopletojhum land

wasrecognisedlegally.Theprovisionsofthisregulationalsoconferred

upontheGovernment,righttoacquireanyjhum landforpublicpurpose

withoutanyformalacquisitionproceedingbutanopportunitywastobe

giventothosehavingrightsinthelandtoshow causeagainstsuch

acquisitionandreasonablecompensationwastobepaidforallland

acquired.LandsoacquiredifrelinquishedbytheGovernmentatany

timewastobereturnedtothosefrom whom itwasacquiredonrefund

ofcompensationpaid.Thisactalsotookaninitiativetoprotectthe

environmentform damagescausedduetopractiseoftheshifting

cultivation.Thelandconservatorwasauthorisedtopassordersfor
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reforestation ofthe jhum land and could declare that“strips of

reasonablewidthwithinanyjhum landwasnottobecultivated.”In

case of excessive cutting of trees,soilerosion etc.The land

conservatorcouldalsodeclarea partorwholeofajhum landas

protectedforestandnopersonwasallowedtocutanytreesfrom such

protectedforestwithoutthepermissionfrom thelandconservator.In

extremecasesthelandconservatorcouldpassdirectionspreventing

cultivationofajhum landforaperiodnotexceeding10years.Allthis

resulted in prevention ofmassive deforestation and soilerosion

causedduetouncontrolledandunregulatedpracticeofjhum land

cultivation.

Thelandregulationof1947wasasteppingstonefor

landadministrationinthestate.Beforethisregulationwasenacted

therewasnoproperrulegoverningthepractiseofjhum land.This

regulationdefinedallthemajortermsrelatedtojhum landandformed

thebasisforotherlandregulationspassedinthestate.

Thesecond majorland regulation in thestatewas

passedin2000.ItisknownastheArunachalPradesh(LandSettlement

And Records) Act-2000.219 This act was passed to provide a

comprehensivelaw forlandrevenueadministrationforwholeofthe

state.Itincorporates customary rights on the land and certain

measuresoflandreforms.Itcoversalmosteveryissuerelatedtoland

219TheArunachalPradeshCode,Volume-vii,GovernmentofArunachalPradeshLawand
JudicialDepartment,2001,p.202.
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administration. Itdealswithrightsoverland,rightsoflandowners,

rights oftenants,maintenance ofland records,demarcations of

boundaries,creationofrevenuedivisions,realisationoflandrevenue,

surveyandsettlementoflandrevenueetc.Underthisactalllands,

publicroads,lanesandpathsaredeclaredtobethepropertyofthe

Government.Therighttomines,quarries,mineralproducts,oil,natural

gasetcarevestedwiththeGovernment.Allmajorlandadministration

inthestateisdonethroughthisact.

Chapter6

CONCLUSION

On thebasisofthefield surveyand discourses,an

attempthasbeenmadeinthisthesistohighlightaboutthehistoryof

traditionalpatternofagriculturepracticeamongtheGalosoftheWest

Siangdistrict.Therefore,thestudywasintendedtoprovideabasicidea

onthechangingnatureintheiragriculture,particularlyonthepractice

oftraditionalagriculturesystem aswellassedentarycultivation.

TheWestSiangdistrictcoversanareaof8,325sq.Km

outofthistheGalosoccupyanareaof3,530sq.km whichconsiststhe
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40% ofgeographicalareaofthedistrict.Thetotalpopulationofthe

tribe for2011 is notavailable butthe StatisticalDepartmenthas

presenteda roughestimateofthetotalscheduletribepopulationof

WestSiangdistrict,accordingtowhichthepopulationofGalosis

84,376approximately,distributedin260villagesofthirteencirclesof

district.220 AaloistheheadquarterofWestSiangDistrict.

Accordingtomysurveyunderstudiedarea,itisfoundthat

theGalosarestilllargelydependentonagriculture.Agricultureisthe

traditionalsubsistenceeconomyoftheGalos.Ithasbeenpracticedby

them sinceearlytimesandisthemainsourceoflivelihoodforthem.

Accordingtothemythstheybelievethatthefirstseedofpaddyand

maizewasgivenbytheMopin(goddessofcultivation,prosperityand

wealth)to Abo-Tani,(thefirstmanonearth)whichwascarriedfrom

thelandofDigooPerne,theheavenlylandofMopin-Mojitoearth by

Kiipuu(dog)onthebackofitsear.SincethenAbo-Taniistartedthe

practiceofagriculturewhichhasbeenfollowedbyGalostilltoday.

TraditionallyGalospracticedshiftingcultivationcalled

jhum wheretheycleareaforest,cultivateditforaseasonortwoand

leaveitforanother new forest.Inoldentimesthispracticewas

possiblebecausethepopulationwaslessandareaavailablewasvast.

Duringthosetimesthefallowperiodforjhum wasverylongabout20

years.Assuchfertilityofsoilwaseasilyrestoredandtherewasnot

220Extractcollectedfrom theStatisticalDepartmentofItanagar,on16/01/2014.
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much damage to the environmentalso.Butas time progressed,

populationincreasedandtheareaavailableforjhumingstartedto

decreaseleadingtoshorterfallowperiodforjhum fields.Thisresulted

in less productivity ofjhum fields and greaterdamage to the

environment through deforestation, soil erosion, ground water

depletion etc.In the aftermath ofIndia’s independence and the

introductionofplannedeconomicdevelopment,therewasamassive

Governmentefforttorestrictjhum cultivationandpromoteWetRice

CultivationandTerracedCultivation.AccordingtoMr.Nitum Riba,the

DistrictAgricultureOfficerofAalothisgovernmenteffortofpromoting

ofSedantaryCultivationtookplacein1950sand60s.Thegovernment

initiative andalsoofsomeindividualslikethatofMr.YomrakYomcha

who learned wetrice cultivation from Assam and introduce itin

Yomchacirclein1955,theGalofarmersstartedtoadoptWetRice

CultivationandTerracedCultivation. Butevenafterintroductionof

boththeseformsofcultivationandrealizingthefactthatproductivity

ishigherinsedentarycultivationascomparedtojhumming,Galosare

continuingwiththepracticeofjhummingeventoday.Thisisbecause

ofavarietyofreasons.Theprimaryamongthem isnon-availabilityof

plain land fordevelopmentofWetRice field and high costof

developingaTerracedfield.ThetopographyofwestSiangismostly

mountainous and hilly exceptforsome areas in Likabalicircle

borderingAssam,assuchplainlandforWetRiceCultivationisvery
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limited.AlsoitisverycostlytocutoutTerracedFieldonthehills.Lack

ofirrigationisalso areasonforpeoplestillcontinuingwithjhum

cultivation.According to StatisticalAbstractofArunachalPradesh

2007,thetotalirrigatedlandofWestSiangisonly22.21% ofnet

cultivated area.Another reason for continued practice of jhum

cultivationamongGalosisthatbesidespaddyjhum fieldprovideslocal

vegetablesandmoreimportantlyfirewoodtothefarmers.Becauseof

thereasonsmentionedabovethepracticeofjhum cultivationisstill

widelyprevalentdespiteitssevereeffecton environment.Yetthe

communityhastorealizethatthislargescalepracticeofjhum isnot

sustainablefornearfutureandtheymustlookforwaysandmeansto

eithercompletelystopjhummingordeducemethodstominimizeits

harmfuleffecton environment.One possible method can be to

compulsorilyincreasethefallowperiodofjhum fieldstomorethan20

yearseitherthroughkeba(villagecouncils)orthroughgovernment

notifications.AlsomoreandmoreareashouldbebroughtunderWet

Riceandterracedcultivation.Thegovernmentcanbearthecostof

convertinghillsintoTerracedfieldsaspoorfarmersarenotableto

affordit.Alsoirrigationfacilitiescanbeimprovedandnew andmore

efficientmethodsofirrigationsuchastubewellsborewells,sprinklers

etccanbeadoptedsothatmoreareacanbebroughtunderSedentary

Cultivation.

Galofarmerstraditionallyhadnoconceptofcommercial
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farming. Their agriculturalpractices were only meant for self

consumption.ButduringmystudyIhavefoundoutthatinalmostall

the circlesofWestSiang localmarketeconomyisprevalentand

indigenous localproduce are giving good competition to more

establishednonindigenousagroproducts.Unlikeinoldendaysthe

farmersoftodayhaveadoptedcommercialfarmingwholeheartedly.

Nowadaystheyarealsogrowingcommercialvegetablestogetherwith

thepaddyintheirjhum fieldsaswellasWetRiceandTerracedfields.

Afterthattheyaresellingtheirvegetableinthemarketataverygood

price.Itisoneofthefactorsofearningincomeforthem.Galosof

Likabali,Aalo,Basar,BagraandDaricirclearemoreadvancedinthis

typeofcultivationandeverySaturdayGalowomenofnearbyvillageof

LikabaliarecomingtoLikabaliSaturdaybazaartoselltheirproduct,

whichgiveshandsomeprofittothem.LikethisothercirclesofWest

SiangDistrictarealsopracticingthiskindofcultivationbutnotatthe

scale ofLikabali,Aalo,Basar,Bagra and Daricircle.Commercial

practicehasgreatlyimproved thestandard ofliving ofpoorGalo

farmers.DuringmyinteractionwiththeMr.Nitum RibaIhavealso

learned thatin lastfew decadesmanystepshavebeen taken by

GovernmentofArunachalPradeshthroughtheAgricultureDepartment

todiversifytheagricultureeconomybyencouragingcashcroplike

potato,mustardoiletc.AlsothroughtheHorticultureDepartmentthe

Governmenthasprovidedencouragementforcultivationofhorticulture
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croplikeoranges,banana,mushrooms,lemon,litchi,papaya,plum and

pineapplesplantationofcardamom,broom,rubberetc.ManyGalo

farmershavetakenadvantageofsuchgovernmentencouragement

anddonewellforthemselves.AcaseinpointisthefarmersofBagra

circlewhohaveadoptedpineapplefarmingonlargescaleandare

earninghandsomerevenue.

LikeothertribesofArunachalPradeshtheGalosalso

haveabeliefsystem dominatedbyritualstoappeasespirits.Their

traditionalbeliefhasbeenacoreofthecommunitycosmologyand

identitypassedontothem bytheirancestors.Inadditiontotheseries

ofrituals,eachoftheritualsissucceededbyanumberoftaboos

observed with outmost sincerity. All agricultural activities are

associatedwithamythoforiginwhichdefineeachritual,whichinturn

inconnectedwithvariousphaseoftheagriculturalcalendar.Thebelief

system tooinsistsonthetimelyperformingallthoseritualswiththeir

truefaith.ForinstancePombak,Aampu Yule,Diir-Tachi etcare

performedbyGalosduringfarmingseason.InPakam villageduringmy

interviewwithShriHilem LoyitheGam Burah,Iwastoldthatduringhis

youngerdayswhileclearingjunglefor preparingthejhum fieldhe

felled a big tree without performing the Pombak ritual and

consequentlyhefellsickformanydays.Itwasonlyafterconsultinga

Nyibo(priest)andproperconducting of Pombakthathewasfinally

cured.HeretheinterestingfactthatIfoundoutduringmystudyisthat
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itisnotonlytheindividualGalothatbelieveintheseritualsbuttheGalo

societyasawholealso believein such rituals.Even todayGalos

conductRoksinkognam (chickenliverdivination)tosettlecasesof

propertydisputes,theftetc.Thisfaith in ritualsand itscontinued

practicewasalsoobservedamongeducatedGalosmanyofwhom are

holdinghighgovernmentoffices.

Howeverthisbeliefintraditionalritualsanditspractices

arenotfollowedbyonegroupofGalosinWestSiang.Theyarethe

Galos who have converted to Christianity and Hinduism.These

ChristianGalosandtheHinduGalodonotpracticeanytraditional

ritualsanddonotparticipateinthecelebrationofGalofestivallike

Mopin.Theydonotobserveanytabooseither.

During myfield studyIhavefound thatGaloshave

adoptedmoderntechnologyespeciallyinthefieldofagriculture.Inthe

fieldofagriculture(jhum,WetRiceandTerraced)becauseoftheopen-

mindednessofGalofarmers,technologyandmoderntoolshavemade

atremendousimpactleadingtoincreasedproductivityofthefieldsand

reducedlabourrequirement.Inoldendaysfarmingwasdoneusing

basic tools buttoday Galo farmers are using modern tools and

machinery such as tractors,powertillers etc to minimize labour

requirementandtogettheworkdonefaster.TheGalofarmersarealso

averyinnovativelot.Theyarefinding outinnovativelocaluseof

moderntoolsandtechniques.ForexampleinDarkavillageunderAalo
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circlefarmersareusingpowertillersforthreshingofgrains.Whilein

Pakam villageunderthesamecirclefarmersareusingTableFansfor

winnowinginsteadofdependingonwinds.Now fordryingpaddytoo

plasticmatsandtarpaulinsareusinginsteadofPeche(thetraditional

mat),evenplasticbagandjutebagsarebeingusedinsteadofIgin

(bamboobasket).AlsothetraditionaltoolslikeEke(bambooscrapper),

Kosap(tongs)arealsoreplacedbytheironEkeandKosap.Itisalso

foundinthesomeoftheWetRiceFieldthattheGalosareusingtin

metalforroofing Nakum (farm hut)instead ofTayak (Livistona

Jenkinsiana).

InGalobelt modernmachineryhasalsohelpedbring

moreareaundersettledcultivationasbyusingmachinerylikeearth

movers,earthcutters,etc.,Galopeopleareopeningnewterracedfields

inhillyareathatwereearlierconsideredinaccessibleanduncultivable.

Alsonew andbetterirrigationfacilitiesarebringingmoreareaunder

cultivation.

ThefarmersarealsousingHighYieldVarietiesofseeds

suchasJyoti,IR8(IndianresearchNo.8),IR-20,IR-64,.Theseseedsare

beingintroducedbyGovernmentthroughtheDepartmentofAgriculture.

DepartmentofAgricultureandHorticultureisalsoprovidingfarmers

withpesticidesandweedicidetohelpthem toprotecttheirfieldfrom

pests,diseasesandminorclimatechanges.Thefarmersarealsobeing

trained in the use of fertilizer by the Government officialin
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demonstrative farms free ofcost.Also village levelworkerare

providingthefarmerswithdustersandsprayer,essentialchemicalsto

controlpestsandplantdiseases.Galofarmersalsohavetheirown

methodofcontrollingpestsandweedsanditisnotonlythemodern

toolsandtechniquesthatGalofarmersareusingtocultivatetheir

fields.Theyhaverichtraditionalknowledgeaboutagricultureacquired

from experience over time and passed on from generation to

generation ofGalo farmers .They also have an assortmentof

agriculturemethodsandtoolsattheirdisposal.Theyhavetheirown

traditionaltechniquesofsowingofseeds,fencing,protectionofcrops

from birds,animalsandpestsetc.Thesemethodsaredevelopedform

hundredsofyearsofexperienceand areveryeffective.TheGalo

farmershaveadoptedaperfectblendofmodernandtraditionaltools

andtechniquesofagriculturalpracticesandareusingthem bothto

increaseproductivityoftheirfieldmanifold

Justlikeinthefieldofagriculture,theGalosocietyhasa

richheritageofcustomarylawsandpractices.Thesecustomarylaws

andpracticecoveralmostallaspectoflifeinaGalosocietysuchas

inheritanceofproperty,marriage,death,punishmentoncommittinga

crimeetc.AlthoughGalosocietyisaveryprogressivesocietyinother

aspectsoflifeasfoundduringthestudy,itwasevidentthatintermsof

inheritanceofpropertylikeothertribalsociety,theGalosocietyis not

veryprogressiveinitsoutlook.AccordingtotheGalocustomarylaw
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propertyisinheritedbythesonsonlyanddaughtershavenotrightto

inherittheirparentslandedproperty.Evenifacoupledoesnothave

anysontheirdaughtersarenotallowedtoinherittheirproperty.This

practiceisnotinlinewiththeideasofmodernsocietyandtheGalo

societyshouldgiveseriousthoughtaboutchangingit.Thechangesin

thethoughtprocessisalreadyvisibleamongtheeducated members

oftheGalo societyassomeeducatedparentsareallowingtheir

daughterstoinheritsomeoftheirlandedpropertiesbutthechangeis

veryslowandnegligible.

Thereforeinthisproposedwork,Ihavetriedtohighlight

thepresentsituationoftheagriculturepracticeamongtheGalos.And

withthehelpofinformants,Ihavetriedtobringinlightwhytheyare

stillcarrythetraditionalmethodofagriculturei.e.jhum cultivationand

alsoabouttheproblem theyaredealingwith.Thus,Ibelievethatmy

workwillhelppeopleinunderstandingthepastandpresentscenarioof

agriculture practice among the Galos ofWestSiang districtof

ArunachalPradesh.

GLOSSARY
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Donyi Sun

Polo Moon

Abo-Tani Fore-fatherof

Galos

Ato Father-in-law

Ayo Mother-in-law

Abo Father

Ane Mother

Asi Brother

Abir Sister

Iije Grandh-Father

Ikam Grandh-Mother

Yigo Brother-in-law

Yigne sister-in-law

Hobe-Panam Marriage

ceremony

Layap Firstmarriage

Opo Ricebeer

Jera Avaluablecloth

Hitak-Tagnam CuttingofHich-

Pinyi
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tree.

Itee Ricepaste

Lisum ,Likar,Dogne ExpensivesBeads

Ali-Rumtum Relationbycommon

blood.

DoluKeba Villagecouncilof

Galos

Bogum-BokaKeba Councilofwhole

village

BangoKeba Councilofmany

Villages.

Bogum-BokaKeba Councilofwhole

village

Roksin-Kognam Chickenliverdivination
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pip-Sika-Nam Eggexamination

Hiku,Dasi,Barte-Barbe Brassplate

Medo Sky

Chichi Earth

Taki Ancestorofspirits

Tanyo Ancestoroftiger

Nipe Human

Yapom Jungle’sevilspirit

Urom soulsofthedead

Aggo-Hune Evilspirits

causingmisfortune

Nyibo Priest

Pinku-Pinte,Pirku-Pirte,Liku-Lite Deitiesofthe

granary

Gir-Talle unnaturally

Nyode west

Udu East

Nyosi south



207

Bago North

Aayap Everywindows

Koba Staircase

Dotpuli Veranda

Naka Ceiling

Rapko Chimney

Mane Fish

Paata Birds

Takop Grasshopper

Bunikar Rat

Nyime-Koba Stairsforfemale

Nyilo-Koba Stairsformale

Togu-Panna Bigmarriages

Pakka-Panna Bigrituals

Uyi-Moko SpiritsPlace

Ponu-Monam Localdance

Dilik-Delek Boundarybetween

living world and
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world of the

dead

Nyinyi/Sonyi Mithun

ModiRike orTumpRike Shifting

cultivation

IsiRike Sedentary

cultivation

Takom Fishingtrap

Ekkam Leaves

Lidu-Tode Awaterbird

Kome Bamboostick

Kolu Wildbananaplant

Kako-Tazhi squirrel

Dumpu Deer

Kipu Dog

Agyaa Soyabean

NyirPoro Godoftoolsand

implement

Danik Woodenpost
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Payne Bamboorope

Oso Canerope

MorinandMoro Weeding

Pese Localmat
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APPENDIX-I

HISTORYOFTRADITIONALAGRICULTURALPRACTICES:ASTUDYOF

THEGALOSOFARUNACHALPRADESH.

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE
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DETAILESOFRESPONDENT:

1.NAME

:

2.STATUS

:

3.VILLAGE AND CLAN

:

4.SIZE OF FAMILY

:

5.AGE
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:

6.GENDER

:

7.MARITAL STATUS

:

8.RELIGION

:

9.EDUCATION
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:

10.OCCUPATION

:

11.ANNUAL INCOME

:

(a)RESPONDENT

:

(b)FAMILY’S

:

12.PROPERTY
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:

13.ANY OTHER VALUABLE

:

14.DATE

:

15.SIGNATURE

:

APPENDIX-II

PARTII

1.WHATISTHEORIGINOFTHEWORDADI?

2. WHYDIDTHEGALOTRIBESEPERATEFROM ADIGROUP.?

3.WHATARETHEORIGINSTORIESOFEARTH,MAN,ANDTHESPIRITS?
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4.NARRATE THE HUNTING AND GATHERING ACTIVITIES OF THE GALO

TRIBE.?

5.ISTHEREANYRESTRICTIONINHUNTINGOFCERTAINANIMALS?

6.WHATISTHEDIFFERENTMETHODOFFOODPRODUCTION?

7.NARRATE MIGRATION LEGENDS.WHAT DOES ORAL TRADITION SAYS

ABOUTMIGRATIONANDWHICHROUTEDIDTHEYFOLLOW.?

8.NARRATEHOW THEGALOSSETTLEDINTHEPRESENTAREAS?

9.HOW ISGALOSOCIETYORGANISED?

10.WHATARETHEDIFFERENTCLANSOFGALOSOCIETY.?

11.WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT PRIMARY SOCIAL INSTITUTION OF THE

GALOS?

12.NARRATETHEMARRIAGESYSTEM AMONGTHEGALOS?

13.ISTHEREANYRESTRICTION IN MARRIAGEBETWEEN ASLAVEANDHIS

MASTERORPEOPLEFROM HIGH-STATUS.?

14.NARRATEAFEW CASESOFENDOGAMOUSMARRAGEANDWHYITISNOT

TOLERATED?

15.ISSLAVESYSTEM STILLPRESENTINTHEGALOSOCIETY.?

16.WHATISTHEPOSITIONOFSLAVEINTHESOCIETY?

17.WHATISTHEPOSITIONOFWOMENINGALOSOCIETY??

18.WHATISTHEBASICFEATUREOFGALOBELIEFSYSTEM?

19.WHOARETHEIMPORTANTGODANDGODESSAMONGTHEGALOS?

20.WHOISTHERESUPREMEGOD?

21.HOW ONE DOES BECOMES A PRIEST? ARE THERE HEREDITARY

DIMENSIONS?

22.NARRATETHEROLEOFPRIESTINGALOSCIETY.?

23.HOW DOESTHEPRIESTNEGOTIATEWITHSPIRITS.?
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24.NARRATEABOUTTHEGALO FUNERALSAND WHATARETHERITUALS

FOLLOWED?

25.NARRATE ABOUT RITUALS JOURNEYS?WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT

THEM ARETHEYDESCRIBEDREAL?

26.HOW DISPUTESARESETTLEDINTRADITIONALGALOSOCIETY.?

27.HOW WASJUSTICEADMINISTRATINGINTRADITIONALPOLITY?

28.NARRATE THE BACKGROUND OF EVOLUTION OF TRADITIONAL

AGRICULTURALPRACTICEAMONGTHEGALOS.

29.NARRATETHEMYTH ASSOCIATED WITH THEORIGIN OFTRADITIONAL

AGRICULTUREPRACTICES.

30.WHAT ARE THE VARIOUS RITUALS AND TABOOS ASSOCIATED WITH

AGRICULTURE.

31.WHATISTHEIMPORTANTOFMOPINFESTIVALAMONGTHEGALOS.?

32.ISTHISTRADITIONALAGRICULTURALPRACTICEPROFITABLEOR ITIS

ONLYTOSATISFIEDBASICNEEDSOFTHEFAMILY.

33.ISTHISPRACTICESTILLCONTINUINGLIKEEARLIER?

34.WHATTYPESOFSEEDTHEYGENERALLYUSEDFORJHUM CULTIVATION

ASWELLASFORTHEWETANDTERRACECULTIVATION.

35.INWHICHMONTHSEEDSAREUSUALLYSOWNINJHUM CULTIVATIONAS

WELLASINTHEWETANDTERRACECULTIVATION.?

36.INWHICHMONTHTHECULTIVATIONGOTBEGINANDENDWITHRIPPING

OFCROP?

37.ARETHEYMAINTAININGTHEPRACTICEOFKITCHENGARDEN?

38.NAMESOFDIFFERENTVEGETABLESCULTIVATEDBYTHEM?

39.WHATARETHEPATTERNOFTHELANDOWENERSHIP?

40.WHAT IS THE PATTERN OF THE LAND OWENERSHIP WITHIN THE

VARIOUSAGRICULTURALPRACTICES?
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41.WHATISTHECUSTOMARYLANDLAW?

42.HOW LAND BOUNDARY ARE MAINTAINED AND WHAT NECESSARY

THINGSAREUSEDTOSHOW THEBOUNDARYDIVISION?

43.WHAT IS THE STATUS OF WOMEN WITHIN THE CUSTOMARY

INHERITANCEPRACTICESANDHOW ITISDEALT.?

44.NARRATE THE ORIGIN OF WET RICE CULTIVATION AND TERRACE

CULTIVATION?

45.WHICH AREAS ARE USUALLY PRACTICE WET RICE CULTIVATION AND

TERRACECULTIVATION?

46.NARRATETHEMYTH ASSOCIATEDWITH ITSORIGIN ANDTHEVARIOUS

RITUALSANDTABOOSACCOSIATEDWITHIT.

47.WHATARETHETOOLS&TRADITIONALPATTERN OFLABOURUSEDIN

DOINGTHIS?

48.TRADITIONALPATTERNOFWAGESFORTHEIRLABOUR

(a)MAN

(b)WOMEN

(c)ANDOTHERS(YOUNGANDADULT)

49.WHATISTHECURRENTSTATUSOFAGRICULTUREANDHOW SOCIETYIS

DEALINGWITHTHESECHANGES?

50.WHAT ARE THE EFFORTS OF GOVERNMENT TO MAINTAIN ITS

DEVELOPMENT?

51.WHATISTHEIMPACTOFVARIOUSLANDREGULATIONSYSTEM?

52.HOW SOCIETYISDEALINGWITHTHESECHANGES?

53.NARRATEEARLYSTORIESOFGALOCONTACTWITHAHOMSANDBRITISH?

54.WHYGOVERNMENTENCOURAGEPEOPLETODOSETTLEDAGRICULTURE

INSTEADOFJHUM CULTIVATION.

55.WHATARETHEMAINECONOMICACTIVITIESOFGALOS?
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56.WHATISTHEIMPORTANCEOFBEADSAMONGTHEGALOS?

57.WHATISTHEORNAMENTUSEDBYTHEGALOS?

58.WHATARETHECHANGESTAKENPLACESINGALOMARRIAGESYSTEM?

59.WHATARETHECHANGESYOUOBSERVEDINYOURLIFETIME?

60.ANYCHANGESDUETOCONVERSIONINTOHINDUISM ANDCHRISTINITY?

61.WHATARETHEEFFORTSOFTHEGOVERNMENTONPRESERVATIONOF

TRADITIONALCRAFT?THECRAFTCENTERS.

62.HOW THE PANCHAYAT RAJ SYSTEM WAS INFLUENCED THE GALO

POLITY.?


