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. .TO OUR READERS .

The Bulletin, in addition to the Publication of the Research Work of
the Tribal Cultural Research_ and T-i-aini-xig Institute, Hyderabad, also
publishes € originil ‘articles and papers from those who até intérested in’
the various aspects of Tribal life. Papers and articles natrating the various
" probléms! 3f the Tribals and theit " Way . of life ete. are; ‘theérefore, cordially
invited for publication both in English and Teligu. - 077

manuscripts should be typed, double spacéd ¢n one side only. . Foot notes
should also be double spaced. - All papers should be nimbered in thie upper
Tight-hand comer of the-page. Each manuseript should be accompanied.
by a declaration that the material has net been published elséwhere and -
that it has not been submitted for publication’ in any other jﬁoum,%l]‘_l

- T

" “The contributors are requested to send manuscripts in daplicate. The

. . The Editorial Board. is not responsible for the views expressed.in th R
articles snd papers included in the Bulletin. It reseryes the right to aceept
or reject publicgtidn of any ma_r;uscr_igt‘ F?’c_?ived.‘ i

.. The Blulletin is bi-annyal and will be made available to the subséribers
in, December and June every year. Al cbpresﬁbnéféﬁée‘.and articles: shall
be addressed to ﬁhé Director, Tribal Cultural Research and Training Tasti. -
tate, Baniara Hills, Hyderabad-8s. - I R
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Skt B.RK. SASTRY, M., LAS:
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- ONE of the most engaging pastimes of political s,ci_enﬁirsfs over the dges
was to devisé 4 systen’of govérnance whereiil as largé a nuniber of ‘citizens
as possible partici_paijf_zd in as wide an area of governmental operations as
possible direetly; -;»mmhedla-tq'ly and L‘nvtlma-te‘ly._ The old Greek City States
fiade this coricept into-veality, where every citizenrhad a personal ' voice
in the city council, ive., the suprémé body of the city Staté. Similarly, in
aicient. Tadia through Panchayats, the - common man at large had 4 16t

t6 A6 with the administration. Gradually this type of direet partici:

inore! o d .

pation of the Gitizelis gave way to represeiitative type of Government undet
whicki the ¢itizens seletdted on demotcratic franchisé, would sit for . consider:
ablé periods 1a . downi the policy and spelling out the objectives. ~Even
tHiuge bodies Bétame too umwieldy: and still smaller and. dompact - couneils
that i§'a cabinet Had to take over the administration. Of course; iua few
counitriésit did happen that powers Wére efitrusted to otfgrabbed by indi:
Giduals and they ruled as a law unto themselves till they were deposed ‘or
otherwise elimifiited by violende and- force: - R

This phenomenon was caused by two factors: one was with the growing

. ol NI PR A R TR W« s TS NN T .
éo’mﬁlexﬁ:y of. the social and ecoromic system, each’ person had to spend
nm.ore a'\p'd‘(xjg

itie and e y %nd to earn his subsisternice and a struggle
¥or econiophic eXisténice const iméd most of His energies.. " He had no time to
doiote day after” day to' thie cXacting task of Goveérnment. Secondly,
Sonised agatii by the¢omplexity of social or ganisation the art of governatice
hid als becomd a specialised and technical job, for which each and every

citizeh was' 16t eduipped. At the same time it required day to day
supervision over the executives aild hence the flow of power to §maller and
still srnaller groups’ that over-see thé governance continuously. -

 Ifi oUf oWl country ever since we achieved Independetice, it was held
thiat the responsibility of the people at large was not over by mierely electing
4 Tepreseiitation to the Stateand Legislature once in & yeats; hut'that they
should ‘effectively. participate in:.:fo,rmulatlon‘angl implémé&ntation of various
programimes: Perhaps in pre-independance days when the Gevernment
tonfined its attention and interest to a few regulatory functions; it was
alright for the Parliament or :the State Legislature to efiact a law and turn
over its execution to the Execu.dve ; but with the gradual Wfidenirig"éfffh?e
sphere of Governmental operations and growth of its interference in the
social and ecofiotnic spheres, it has beén held that Schetdes ‘Shpuld;Bé for-
raulated and patterns of activities devised at as near'a level to the field a8

possible and that maxinium number of: people should be involved in this
formulation as possible; It-is-with this coniceptual bickground the striiét
tute of Panchayati’ Raj Org nization has been deviséd. I havé tried to
fet ot -the philesopliy behin siexperitnenit at cofisiderable length, because
his knowlédge is important:if the set up has t6 be evalidted cor:fe'ctl'}" gid
_its good and bad points-dssessed. : o T
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One thing has to be; said straight away in defence of the Paiichayati
Raj that it created a tertific stif and fervent in the country and interest in
the machinery and the art of Government within its limited sphere, which
has percolated to the lowest layers of the society in the villages. They
acquired a sense of proprietorship and interest in their village and taluk
level bodies. Of coutse, it may be equally valid to say that this type of
enlightening among the rural folk is not the result solely of
the Panchayati Raj systein, but in the breeze of change that is blowing over
the country. This type of enlightenmient was bound to come, even if Pan-
chayati Raj had not come into existence.  Be that as ’it may, it cannoet be
denied-that the Panchayati Raj Bodies have a large shate in creating and

sustaining this interest of the common man in his own institutions.

From the administrator’s Point of ¥iew, under this, system, the need for
constant reference to State h idquarters has been done away with to a con-
siderable extent, and: the ] ichayati Raj, Organizations with its Standing
Committees are to; take deécisions theri and'there, and'instruct.the ‘technical
4nd executive branches to implement them. On. the other hand, equally
valid is an argument often put forward by the office, bearers of the Pan-
chayati Raj bodies that ‘they are hamstrung with rules and regulations and
Teferences to the State Officers of the Government, . There is considerable
justification in this complaint, but with 2M. eXperiment in its infancy some
kind of regulatory control is perhaps desirable and inevitable. A constant
Teview is being made in . the Secretatiat  Department as to
how for the existing Testrictions ¢an be done away with and gréeater latitude
can be given to these Panchayati Raj Bodies in their tasks. -~ - L

‘It is easy, of course, to find fault with the system and point out the
Yarious irregularities that afe alleged to have been cominitted by these
Panchgyati Raj Bodies. Every. HaW in the present day system planning
admipistration easily be attribited to-these Bodies. . The §1‘;ee‘1"ar'décl=i-he ‘in
educational standards can be tied up with the Pan hayati Raj bodies, a
has often been tried, though, the validity of such g tie-up is open to question,
fo say the least. This, T am'saying becaiise therp s a still steeper = decline
In educational standards in the higher edusatios and in Universities them-
&elves, W,hel:ein‘ this type of elected \jli‘epi}eéenfajtivés”by the péopl'e' is not in
cathers ; =150 b . Y aré being r vietin Toupism
ond other extranecus considerations, }’i'o ,,abviafemﬁfleié' ‘°§;f;‘-s§f,§§$§mﬁ
laid down that whenever a teacher is transferred in the middle of the aca-
demic year, it should be reported to the sovernment and there is evidence
to show that the number of such transfers, which are unjustified is coming
down, and in one district, where I have checked up, there were; just six
bransfers-and all were on request, This s 5 Position, which every  well-
~wisher of Panchayati Raj system will fee] happy e’tboﬁ’t. e
Another complaint that is frequently Vvoiced is the business of the Pan- -
chayati Raj Bodies is getting more and imore delayed ag references to the -
Standing Committees for their approval is Necessary and they meet only
Petiodically. = Perhaps this is inevitable i the set Up now devised,. but -
Where understanding of the situation Prevails, itig open t6 ‘the - "é'.iﬁ'ce- '
e, Of these Panchayati Raj Bodies to take responsibility into their oW
n.of the competent hody. [
cases all ovep the State, . -

aands and act and later on obtain ratifieatio
f1ave acen this =ha,-pp.eni-ng‘ in quite a few
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It is, of course,very tempting to lambaste the Panchayati Raj Bodies
as the villain of the piece and lay the blame of every defect at its deor. On
the other hand, it is equally comfortable to econjure up_the visions that this
is the most ideal system yet devised by the human ingenuity to usher heaven
on earth. Both the - views are extreme and unrealistic.- I.would. only
urge that time may be given for these institdtions to grow out to maturity
and to develop convention of hunsiness and traditions eof functioning,
before a"ﬁnalv_veraiqt can. be passed on them. Of course, for all ahgry im-
patieht ‘young ‘men in the country this is a painful wait and they say that
India i in a hurry and cannot afford t6 expefiment over years. I only
submit that whatever may be'the institution, its sticcess or disaster depends
on the men that run it: “If we have confidence that our country- men can
make demogracy, success, the same faith should be pinned tothe Panchayati
Raj Bodies. I, for myself, have no doubt that inspite of a shortfall here
and injustice there, this set up will grow on sound lines ahd serve the purpose
it is expected to achieve.
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AN APPROACH TO TRIBAL @EVE‘LPM‘E?N‘.’?T‘
' by

InD1a nourishes ovetr 29 million tribals. They are consiiléred.- to be orie
of the oldest ihabitants of the land. 'They are scattered widely in. the hills,
forests and plains throughout the sub-contifiiit: I the total populdtion of
the country, they constitute an inseparable ingredient; adding to it Varicty
and richness. Rl _

2. The tribal people are found in different stages of development,
The basic economy of gathering, hunting, pastoralism, shifting cultivation
and settled agriculture determine to a great extent the position of a tribe in
the cultural scale of evolution. To this ¢an be added the degree. of accultu-
ration or contact they have developed with their advanced neighbouts.

8. After the achievement of Independence, the political and socio-
economie problems of the tribals have come to'be considered in an altogether
different light. Their welfare has become a part of the more general issue
of up-building democracy by integrating the complex culture of thege commu-
nities with the main stream of Indian life. There is a growing conseiolisness
of the responsibilities towards these people. As a result, a greater emphasis
is being given to the speeding up of their development with a view to bringing
them on par with the more advanced sections of the population. o

4. The causes of the wide differeiice or the cultural gap ‘between
' the tribal people and other sections of the populatien, all of which are inter-
related, may be stated as follows : )

(@) Comparative isolation - the sparseness of population and the
inaccessibility of the areas of their habitation.
(b) Low technological development;
(¢) Lack of historica] depth.
(@) Tradition - directed life they lead.

5. All these factors in their combination have given the tribal people
. quite a different and distinct culture gs -compared with the regt of the couhtry.

%t is not surprising that after countless generations of such living, certain well
defined characteristies of tribal people have developed. Their characteristic
view points, beliefs, attitudes and Ppractices have become an finnte'gral» part
of their very being. These characteristic $ may be described as below :

(1) These tribals have a strong herd instinect which in turi gives rige
to a peculiar but seld sense of group loyalty. The lesser development
of the individual, the limited extension of the group, the homogeneity
all contribute to reduce the differences hetween individuals to & miinj-
mum. ) B

(2). They have a protound sense of self-resy ect, whatever may be the

material status and condition of a tribal mdividual. - )

4



5

'(8;)‘-\ The sense of social and meral values.among them is not a product
of reason and realisation. Instead, it is organically linked up with the
spontaneous acceptance of eustom, tradition: and institutions in which
they are brought up. . -

(4) They have a distinct scale of values which a common man does not

casily comprehend, much less appreciate. C

- (5)/ In their economic life a sense of co-operation is traditional and it

has gone a long way to set tribal psychology on a footing comp-

‘(- letely different from that of the non-tribals. o

(6) In their aesthetic life they have an inborn love for beauty. Thay

have a spirit-of song and dance. - -

6. . On account of the diversity in the way of life, language and culture
no single, formila of development can. be applied to all groups of tribals
irrespective of their stage of advancement. Welfare programmes for these
people must fulfill two essential conditions for theit success. Figst, it must
be in conformity with the social values and patterns of life of the tribals for
whom they are intenided. Secondly, it must take into comsideration tlieir

. psychological receptivity and ability to.assimilate. In this connection it

" may be worth mentioning that the same technique or approach that might

" prove sucgcessful in norial rural of urban areas, if applied blindly. ametig
the tribal people, may lead to. serious: repercussions and prove, in the long
run, harmful to thelr interests. - o

_ 7. While each aspect of development is important in its. own way,
no rigid order of priority can be universally acceptable. Felt needs of tribal
-communities vary from community to community and: area.to area. 'While
there can be common agreement on setting highest priority to- economic
.development, there will be wide differences on the question whether agrieny-
" ture or forestry, handicrafts or village industries should constitute-the main
- item of economic development. A local sugvey preparatory to the formuls-
tion of schemes can alone réveal the precise order of priorities applicable

to that particular area.

< 8, Besides conformity to tribal customs, the factor which is most
" important is the rate of tempo of implementation of developmental measures
Instead of trying to bring about swift changes. within a record time, if they
. are paced gradually of the transitional stages from a primitive to a modern
. typeis carefully worked out, the tribe will not only adjust itself moremnatural-
. 1y but gets ready- to-receive the subsequent progress in .a healthy manner,
. For exaniple; instead of drafting tribals-teo quickly from hunting or nomadic
- stage to wet cultivation, if the process ¢otild be.gradual, making it pessible
for them to maintain their traditional hunting with improved agricuiture,
their problems of personal adjustments could be much easier. Disregard
¢ ofsiich basie faets has led to results detrimental in the interests of the tribe.
“The fate of the aboriginals of Andaman Island is-a case in point. In-trying
*to bring about radical changes, what was not ta,k.en inte co{151dera;’ci_on Was
the roving nature'of the people wholived on- hunting and fishing which made
it itnpossible for them to live a sedentary:life of restricted movements. Over-
doing or unduly hastening the process and pace of development often leads
to passivity, a disposition to aecept but not to do. Itis just possible
that in the enthusiasm for doing good, one may evershoot the mark and may
actually do damage in its place.



- 9. A proper approach should also include identification with the tribal
life; 'undeérstanding their institutions and organisations. ~Bécause of their
bitter experiences of the past they have developed a strong sense of stispicion
against nonstribals. - This can fruitfully be tempered with a sincérity of
purpose, honesty in approach and a real sense of-appreciation for these simple
folk. It is necessary to inculeate a, sense of pride in theip own: enlture and
tradition and make them feel that they too-have m any things to contribute. -

10. ‘Here, one cannot ignore the fact that the tribal cultuial heritage
has been contributing ‘to. enrich in many ways the Indian civilization from
time immemorial. ‘A’ patronising attitude, however, of doing . something
ior the tribals on the part of development workers is bound to. defeat
the ultimate purpose. It is essential that cach tribal individual is regarded
as a human being and not as ‘savage’ Or museum exhibit., Workers in the
tribal areas have to develop a sense of unity andg understanding. 'This
involves a psychological approach. The- proper appreciation of tribal
values requires an unbiased-objective mingd, A purely mechanistic view is
not the' correct way of dealing with hunian life which requires, above all,
a humanistic approach with ifitelligent understaniding, -~ - . i .

- 11. Every worker should have a clear perception about his aim ‘which
invariably should include, as & basic part, the Promotion of self respect,
spitit of co-operation and_self-confidenice among the tribals,” The success
in’ this respect will be achicved in the Same Mmeaslire as the desire for new
ekperience, security; recognition and response, on fhé'pa.rﬁ of the- tribals,
ate normally satisfied, without inflicting a gross violation of the.traditional
“tribal customs; be]iiefs;~praeti¢es and aspirations, within 5 shert éPah of time.

12 Working Wi'th‘péopl‘e"i\s, of dourse, a delicate and domplicated task
It not only requires an inclination on th" ; oy and Complicated task.
exira measure of sensitivity, insight into human g ffa;
ordr o be clfective. It working with novmal rural commiro. is a difficult
task, working wlth_*ti_"l’biliilgrolip }lls much more-$o. ~ From What has beer stated
so far, & set of principles which are useful jn ttibal developiment work con

be formulated as follows ; A ) opment work cqu_ld

o (d) It is mostly cultural chan e :—Whether it is irnnro. . N iy
‘health, niodernisation of .&gri.cultu:rg;:, introduction of lrlr;g:;:emegf : °§1t§bg’é
recréational activities o mobilisation of tribal youth,. the"g;{an »eeat“ﬂh%t is
being brought about is essentially in the sphere of-culture. For, thi i wolves
a 'changhe in the va%lllie s};stem, mental ai;:t_itudgs,.i ual and cyciol rryo Ve
and behaviour. Therefore, every tribal develp: ment ker will have +
be. aware of the fact that, basically, he is seekirip, to b‘:gfk?b:gil ahﬁﬂgntg
in the culture of the tribal community. This demﬁhds‘ ékgbréordiné;i;‘yﬁéi-‘
t:erity. ) . ) « ”: ) - o I
() - Tribal culture-is more integrated.— All traits in o given cultire aye
inter-related. This inter-relationship of seve ‘al segments of a culture ma
. be either strong or logse. In so.far as tribal culture is concerned, the various
aspects are Very intimately interwoven and g change in one segient will
‘Seriously aficet other aspects of the culture. The fact that tribal cultuire may
bot be very extensive in width or depth, does not affect this cohesiveness of
the culture. The implication in development Work i, therefore, that every
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worker should net merely think in terms of introducing s change in the cul-
ture but also in terms of the possible secondary and tertiary changes that
may arise out of an innevation. ’

. ~(it1) Changes are slow in the beginning.~Tribal culture in particular
has vndergone relatively little change during the. past several generations.
On the other hand, it has und’er%‘one the process of consolidation and reinfor-
cement over the years. Insuch s context, it is to be éxpected that,at least
in the early stages, the progress in the desired direction is bound to be slow.
Once the tribal culture begins to assimilate changes, one could anticipate
that later developments wotld be fairly As such, ‘a tribal rapidd -evelopment
worker should be patient enough to work -with the tribal groups even in the
face of slow progress. .= - - . :

. (tv) Changes skould be compatible.~—~One of the basic principles that
is to be.constantly held in view by a development worker is that the changes'
that are sought te be introeduced should always A be compatible with the

Tocal culture.. Introduction of & change whick is antagonistic to the loeal
" culture or too exotic, would be resisted by the people both at the conscious
and unconscious levels. When changés-are introduced under pressure only
miore Harm. than good will result. .- Such an action would create " a set back

to the total programme of developrient work.

(v): Traditional leadership will be strong.—Tribal communities being
more Gohesive and closely knit, their traditional, hierarchical systein is more
intact and effective. Hereditary leadership will still have a sway in matters
of maingenance of cultural integrity or acceptance and adoption .of changes.
As such a keen tribal development worker will seek to introduce the changes
only throwgh the local leadership, or atleast with the tacit cohsent of this
leadership. Any attempt to bypass the hierarchy or the traditional leader-
ship is bound to meet with stiff opposition. : .

. (i) Local institutions will be deep-rooted.—In a tribal commminity
the established institutions will have' firmer foundations, comparatively:
Not only, are they more functional, they are ‘cherished and supported more
eafnestly by tribal people than.in advanced communities. Changés sought
to be introduced in the tribal groups, theréfore, will have a greater chance
of ‘acceptaice and integration, if they are channelled through the local insti- -
tutions of with their involvement wherever necessary and possible.

(vit)~ Winning the confidence.~—1f acquiring. and retaining the con-
fidence of local people.is important in.normal rural communities, it is all
the more necessary in the tribal communities. Because of the long exploita-
tive contacts they have had with the outside people in the past, the-tribal
communities are understandably suspicious of appioaches by non-tribal
workers. Therefore, it is logical to assume that they would be more skeptical
. about the development, worker and would take more time to assess his intei-

tions and accept his honafides. But, once they come to believe in him,
they would more réadily and unreservedly place their confidence in him
unless the developthent worker gives occasion for them te doubt his sincerity
~and integrity. Hence; the first task of a development worker in working
with tribal communities is to expend his eneigies for the initial purpose of
winning and retaining their confidence. This will beé a critical period of the -
contact between the development worker and the local tribal community.

o 5 (viid) Sharing the _t@@'?éﬂsﬁility,réSQOner or later the résponsibilit v
for development will -have to be taken by the local community itself,
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One may assumé that this stage 1n a tribal community v‘yi‘l’l‘ take a il-i‘_t-,tlc more
time than many rural communities. All-the-same, it is an essential _stg%e
which is to be reached in the process of development and as soon as possible
this responsibility is to. be gradually shifted to the local leaders, institutions
and the people. The devélopment workep would be comitting a grave mis-
take if he continues even beyond this stage and functions as a dominant,
Datronising leader. . ' ' . )
(iz) Emphasis on selected methods.—Because tribal communities
are non-literate or semi:literate, it is Becessary that visual symibols afe me_td’e
ise of in comimunicating ideas, S extensively as possible. "The extension
principle of ‘seeing is believing * is moré: applicable in tribal commiinities than
anywhere else because of their limited horizons alld their proneness to doubt
the unknown. The development worker would do well to emphasise enor-
mously on the demonstration method of i;,l»t-_roduc_ihg new ideas and changes.

by which tribal leaders can see for themselves the Progress achi¢ved by other
tribal communities under comparable conditions, Thus a clear stress is
to be laid on demonstrations, use of audio-visual aids and study tours-in the
process of development of tribal cominuniti,és, -

- (&) Education and e,t;onomz'c‘depeZOp;1zngt._the1,acy and education
are the precursers of changed attitudes ang aspirations, :T-hey will prepare
the commuinity to recéive Improvements more easily. . They will widen the
horizon of the local people. As such, the essential programines that are to
be initiated early in the tribal development -work are literacy and educatior
programiies. Every other development work Will be facilitated if people
become educated. Similarly, other developments in a  éntamnnity
will receive an impetus and will be sustained better if there are programmes of
ecenoemic improvement initiated in the very beginning 0'the process. With-
out the. economic capacity -and stibility it is difficait o initiate and main-
tain other programmics in ‘the community like education, health, recreation
OF communications. As such one of the very first items of development
that should receive the attention of the developmient worker are the educa-
tignal and economic programmes. = i T K

18. Late Prime Minister Nehru ha,d»a Paﬁ h heel for Tribal 1 velop-
ment, Whi_ch may appropriately be referred to ﬁergés; eel foi Tribal de

(2) Tribal rights in land ang forest should be Irég‘pected.
(8) Tribal lead‘ershi-p is to be builg up - ‘

(4) No over-administration of tribal areas should be - 1: e One should
work through: their own social and culturs] ,inséizzi?én:;t 1ere; )

_(5) Results should not be measured by statistic he at > of

o . Lot De . 0y statistics or the amount ©
money spent but the quality of human chara;}crter ai‘:hz,tl?: oivg'f‘?ég.

14. To conclude, in his .own WOrds adain OUTh . . il .1 ig
i evelopitient of svhthecic s . T r0S 2gain, “The greatest problem i
the development of syhthesis I.e., how. -b%s’t; to brniggtrﬁ: 'eblesl';ins and
3&?;1’&3?5 Of.’il_‘“d-e“; Emgnlc% fa-n,d. techniology without destroying the rare
Sl Precious valules of trj al life, not intepfaciv. . ith their wav of life but
heleg them to liV_e ift”; , N0t ’ mterffar1ng with .f,l..len wa,y of hfe 01!
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VIRTUE AND VICE AMONG THE TRIBES.
. ; ‘ - : by.

Dx. G. V. 'SiTAfA!I!;-.

"‘-‘-Vif'rtu_e should be the _m“m‘ and end of every life, allelse is vain.  Duty
should be its dearest friend if higher life it would attain” —T oru Dutt:

Wagat 18 VIRTUE? It is generslly defined as ‘conformity to;life and
conduct to moral laws’. But moral .laws are not immutable. Their
values are censtabtly undergoing changes in any country or aecording to
any religion - seme slowly and .some rapidly. Virtues are also of several
kinds. Justice, prudence, temperance and fortitude are regarded as.cardinal
virtues ; and faith, hope and charity as theological virtues.

The quéstion of either virtue or vice does not arise in the case of a
man who leads a secluded life. But man is a gregarious animal. Like
hérds of cattle of flight of birds, he is a member of a society. Loyalty to
the seciety in which he tifes is a natural attitude of the individual and it is
St;igong_éi; amoig the unisophisticated ;{:-i'ibes;tha;p among the more civilized
peoplés of the world. In course of time, ideological preblems that clashed
with social virtues appéared in the history of some nations. When the inter-
ests of the society as a 'whole "clashed with the interests of the
individual, the problem arose-—sheuld the society sactifice ‘its inter-
ésts for the welfare of the individual or the individual sacrifice his interests
for the welfare of the society as a whole? In other words it was posed as
Does the society live for the individual or the individual for the society ?
" There was difference of opinion damong the thinkirg leaders, Neither way
proved to be an unmixed goed or ‘evil. Seme individuals defied the
unwritten law ‘relating to loyalty to the'society and served as meicinary
soldiers in other countries to have better prospects in life. Their conduct
was no doubt not cohsidered to be virtuous,but they were not punished. If
on the other hand, they served in the armies of enemies, they were treated
- as traitors, ‘The conduct of the American, Alcibides and that of the

Roman Coriolanus are striking examples to illustrate the point. But'they
were ot treacherous ; they wanted to avenge the wrobg done to them by resp-
ective Governments, - When they were appeased and requested to return they
came back. Such cases sre no doubt rare but have now and then appeared

in the history of the civilized world. Such cases do not occur jn the tribal life
The individual sacrifices his interests for the welfare of the 'society in which he
lives. When I menticned the incidents relating to Alcibiades and Coriolanus
my Savara friends felt shocked and cried out ‘‘erst ersi” which means sin
(a° great or unpardonable sin). Bonds of union are still very strong in
tribal life. They were, however, shaken to some extent by unspread of the
British rule in the Agency tracts. Christian missionaries mnoticed the
evils in the religious social and economic conditions of these primitive tribes
whese welfare had never been cared for by the Hindu or Mohammadan rulérs
or philanthropists in the past. My Missionary friends were often telling
me that they found it very difficult to convert stray individuals in sny
. village. Irdividuals whe were willing to become Christians were telling them:

thet they were ready to be baptised if all the other members of the village

?
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. N s e Y O . T : ,has been i‘n

re willing to become christians. The solidarity Qf thlsvumon has been n
::::g;: ti‘lme% broken by the support givgzn 'biylr t_l}gngovm:grpgn-t to thqfl’%gﬁ-
duals who' defied the tribal regulations and t otgh they ;arg.agpg}isﬁd of e
quézicy and siubjected to social boycott or e:;-.corrm_m_gm1cay,t19;..1-‘z t,ﬁ sp_b o
de‘lihquex_a_ts are not unha-ppy and are on the contra,r-y} h:«.z. pler t an_ € el
because ‘they .-need.no longer petform the several sacrifices or lWOI: uI:
the, deities or observe the feasts relatlng to. ,.»‘he_qrqps agd ‘consequently lthceﬁ'
‘o expenses for any of them; they are on thie other hand Vt'hfa_glckfe}j }941',{. ol
.deliiiquenéy and they got bétter sitq;yﬁxonéf‘ ) u@'@'e; 't}x.c_gupgtpog:{ge (;1 S
Christiai Missiona, vy bodies, " "The Varlpplis’.s.choo}s.,' l}b's'pl.tagls'_;: nursing b orrﬁ;%
and testhouses organiscd by the .Chrlstmn_lVI:;ssu\ms ~1n?,§§e 'cgnmde_:ra y
helped the spread of 'gh-_risbiapaty among tf}e tribes' of ‘the A;gegcy— tracts
If progress in this direction Is mot so rapid- or adequate as the Missions
enacious and is the last thing

expect it to be. it is because religion is most 't . ching
" to be surfendered in the Process of denationalization, _The values of virtue
and viee have thus undergone clianges i this matter, Fe.

Truthfulness is a very remarkable virtue among the primitive ‘tribes.
The police have no trouble in “locating a crime or finding a mur derer. . What
is astonishing is the conduct of the murderer ; very frequently the murderer
makes 1o attempt to conceal his offence ; he-boldly admits it -and offers a
justification for "commiitting ‘it. But the irony is the attempt on the part
of the police to produce false evidence to satisfy the formalities or require-
ments of the courts of justice. The confession of the murderer is not enough
for the court to finalise the decision, - The ProSecution must present adeqmaf}*}
evidence to support the confession of the accused because there is_the possi-
bility of the accused making suchi a cenfession 10 sax culpr
some consideration.. Semetimes muirders are committed in a forest or some
other secluded’ places ‘wheje the deéceased may be found alone and in such
casés itis not, possible to- Produce witnesses and - the: cotipt has to-
depend upen mere ‘clreumstantial evidence and . the confession of the
accused. - So the police produce. false Withesses and' train some Persons
to utter liés: I can ucver forget such a striking case when T, a a juror; had
to follow the trial from the begmnmgr to'the end, ’J{he distrigt-Cblilectqr who

- as Agent to the Govemor was the Judge of the ,Ses_smps,'gourt. Prosecution
witnesses were presented one after another to give.cvidence. They were ;
all repeating the same facts and even minute details relating to ¢
used, the number of strokes given by the murder

he weapons
as tutored by the police, The accused-felt shocked when h

after witness coming into witness box and-giving evidence an
ﬁf;e’;;";ﬁsstﬁﬁmﬁess “You togue ! we,r% you there when I murdered the
deceased? I never used a sword, 1 used my axe. Why do you tell lics?- -lfll_e
judge requested me to tell the accused in his ‘lang‘lglagej that he._wou‘ld allow
him’ to-cross examine the witness and that he should” not 1‘nterfcng. or shout
when the witness is examined by the .publlc,prQseglltor. - When T diq so; the
accused buest out”* What a judge you arel Why do.you Waste your time?
When I speak the truth and confess that I murdered the decea§ed you don’t
believe me but you note the false evidence given by the witnesses whe
were not therel” On the next day when 1 happened to megt, the Judge, he
said * I could sce that the witnesses ~ gave cooked
have acquitted the accused if he didnot openly

er inje)éac,tly. the same words
he saw witness

d he was. shout-

up. evidence and . would
and repeatedly say that he

[
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‘murdéred ‘the deceased and mehtioned the causé’ of the murder~Ithat
“the deceaséd stole his buffalo-an@ when questioned, véry rudely replied
~ and denied having dohe 6”. Such eases are of frequent occurrence m' the
tribal “tigets. o C

- Wonien ‘are” cliaste ‘and - cases of profligacy dre rare, The Savara
. languiage has no word for any venereal .disease. They have:recéhtly ecined
“a word “‘Sani‘bojan’'a vuga” literally meaning 4.disease resulting from éon-
“tact‘with -4 Sahi, ‘@ professiondl -profligaté. * The ' ‘méral < stafidards
are falling new a days and it is the civilized people .of the plains—officials
“nid GEher GoOVernmEnt servants biployedin - the - tribal ared that  arc
largely responsible for the'dfigin and" spread "of 'sucH® a fall. Bit'even
now it is'ah uiimarried young woman or a widow that “can be tempted but
never a married Woman.

Tt is the general belief that drink is the cause of murder. But I am
strongly of the opinien that itis not a correct belief. T admit that almost
all the men and many women also of the hill tribes are addicted to drink
liguer or toddy and raurders are of frequent occurrence among them. But
the cause of murder is elsewhere but not in drink. Let me inention an
analogous case of murder to justify my contention. The son of a Sultah of
Delhi was an audacious profligate. Once he happen to see a handsome
young woman, a maiden of a Rajput family in a village. He coveted that .
wohian, went straight to her house and demanded her father to surrender hey
to him threatening that if he refused to do so, he would summon his men to
plunder the house ard capture the woman. The poor father promised to
surrender his daughter but not on that day because she was not well and

. the day was not auspicious. He begged the young man te visit the house on
the next day, promising to decorate the bedroom and arrange everything
-to please him. The young man -went away with the hgpe that everything
would go on well. In the meanwhile, the father of the woman sent his men
to the Sualtan and sought his help, t0 this degradation- The Sultan
" suggested that the ~young man should be received with all outward show
of etiquette and respect and seated in the bedroom and given an assurance
that gne young woman would enter the room after proper make-up in an
hour ; and in the meanwhile t6 inform him (the Sultan). The Sultan on receipt
of the information caime burriedly with a sword tucked up in the bust,
entered the bedroom, noticed his son, putout the light and cut off the young
man’s head with one stroke. When asked why he put out the light, the
Sultan said that if there was light he should see the youngman and he might
not have the courage to kill his own son. Darkness helped to deaden the
soft, feelings of the Sultan. In a similar manner drink helps the murderer
to get the required courage to commit the murder. I happened to-notice
-once a washerman who with. the object of murdering his foe went to the
toddy shop, drank fully well, returned home and went to the house of his foe
_with a knife and finding him sitting alone in front of the house dealt a blow

on his head. o

.1 have gotie through the judgments of the Sessions Judge in the Agency- -
tracts for a long period of twenty-five years (1905-1930), relating to ~cases
‘of murder pasticularly those in which there was reference to drink. I did
not find cven & single case where g murder takes place as the result of drink,

{ appeal to the officers appointed to serve in the Tribal areas to be very
- considerate and sympathétic in dealing with the tribesmen. . They arc. not
18412 : -



dull-witted not so uncivilised as they are thought to be.or. appéarto
be, One that can talk to them in their language and gain their confidérice
can understand that they are not by nature wicked, that they have a  noble
heart, cleat thinking and ready wit and that they age very trustworthy, ~They
are very honest in theirdealings. They repay a debt incurred long long ago
by their deceased fathers or grandfather. = There need-be no documents or
promissory notes. When once, you gain their. heatts, they prove to be
youf best friends. Hospitality is & common vittue with them - but is
shown only when in your approach they find genuine love and sympathy.

I hope that in th¢ near futufe further

r progress is made to promote
the welfa¥e of these hitherto neglected people. gr , mat_iie. o P8
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| HILL TRIBES IN VISAKHAPATNAM DISTRICT

’ , Sri M. Keasme ADENT, B.Se. (Ag.).

0 ntroduc‘ti:on)

Or all the districts in Andhra Pradesh, Visakhapatnam has: the largest
tribal area-=-the area being roughly 2,000 square miles with a population of
2,76,800. The agency area is delimited into eight (8) blocks and all are
having Panchayat Samithis now. Araku and Paderu were under the multi-
purpose prejects during the period 1956-62. )

"The tribal area is. thinly populated with a density of 189 pér square
mile.. The topography of land is undulating with an altitude varying from
1,000 to: 5,000 feet above M.S.L. The annual rainfall ranges from 407 to
60°. Most of the rainfall is received in the South-west Monsoon period.
Temperature range from 85 degrees F: to 100 Degrees F. The tracts are
‘mostly hilly and covered with forest gfowth. There afe a number of -
beautiful valleys through which jungle streams flow coming down from the
adjoining hill slopes. Situated at Machkund, 50 miles from Araku on the
border between the States of Andhra Pradesh and Orissa is a big Hydro-
electric Project. o

The agency areas are u.nsﬁrveyed and “uln‘set‘tl‘ed and were previously
in the Zamindaries of Jeypore, Vizianagaram and ‘Chemudu.

Tribes :

Trak following sixteen (16) tfibes inhabit the: agehcy tracts in Viwkhé,—
patnam distriet :— . -

1. Bagatas. h ' 9, Porjas:

2. Gadabas. " 10. Malis. -

8. Konda Kaminaras. 11. Valmiki.
4. Kotias. - 12, Samanthuln,
5. Konda Doras. 13. Ghasi

6. Kon&a Kapu. 14. Gowdu.

7. Koyas. o i . 15 Mulya.

8. Moocka Doras. - 16. Kobadi.

Bagatas, Kotias, Konda Doras, Porjas and Valmikis, are the predominant
denominations., Samantulu live on hill tops, while Malis. are best at
agriculture.

13
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Habits and Customs :

Tag tribals live in groups, Generally their houses are neat. There bls
& head for every village called Naik or Naidu. Previously there used to he.
** Muttadari * system, - The ‘Muttadars. used to collect rent-on behalf of the
Government and used to ‘act as over-lords exacting fice labour afd _othir
services free of cost. The system was abolished recently. The inhabitants
of the village abide by the deeisions of the Village Naik. Tribals maket&.
~ living-from forest produce, -partiularly from tamarind, Adda leaf (Plate
leaf) soapnut, honey, ete., besides cultivating land. N .
~ Polygamy. is prevalent in the tribes inhabiting the ageney tracts. of
the district. Elopement is not uncommon and sometimes 'a woman c&g
also marry another man of her choice, but the marriage expenses ;nqm’%
by the previous husband 'will have to be defrayed By-the second husband.
In such cases liability of: children born will be on ‘the man and the womal
- does not take cate of:the children. . A widow is entitled tomarry the brother
-of her deceased: husband.. 1In case of ‘deaths; some creniate the dead hOd‘le;
while some bury them, Some. construct stone tombs to denote the: place ot
cremation or burial, The hill tribes are very superstitious and they 'bel-le_ve
in the existence of spirits—good as well as evil.’ .They perform qu_BQM-ldeS
with meticulous care for fear that the Spirits of ‘dead persons may not do
any harm to them by haunting their homes, - B
nagl and Sama are the staple food. of the tribals, ‘Besides they also
; vegetables are cooked and eaten.. Fish forms an.
Important article of theif diet. In 5 year for about two to three months

. ) ate Purely veg Almost all the tribals are addicted t0
drink. They do not take milk of milk products andethelcﬁvs"s afe not mi-l'ked-
'ﬂle){i tg.‘kli vegetables, forest pljrqd_uge_ and grain to shandies for sale and b;ﬁrl
provailing 1 b dLEBerY, Saltand Cloth n vetuiy B st §5 St
Prevailing in the tragt, y - a_k d cloth llnzlletlfrn. Barter ‘s_y:s’tem .

Religion and Cultviye : _ ,
THE tribes in Vis’akha—patnam district i ligion-
: DETiofity Guc caioSUCt profess no particular religio
amtoushabity. Wl s e S i Yl B e B 1o
ralild o ke 2de a Bagata has ne objection to sit by the side of &
Vg}m}ty th :fcakef" 'f,‘—’oqi he Will - not, howeJVe;l fakg ;;,ngﬁrépared,by a
Yalmiki. The tribes in the blogks of Araln, - Anantagiri and Kilagad®
Chiaeany; Oriss spese wormupted *fpreih Anantogir and Kilagods
‘Cl}éﬂ}apfllll 2 0d Koyyuru blgeks “talk Teluguyv]a,es{des . their OWR
tribal anguages.. Danca§ -2Te a2  commop, feature in tribal life;
o il S e LR ey
o on changing deendr s € 17 Varieties of rhwty o rich the dances
- 80 on changing depending oy thie direction thég ‘gﬁi”;rg‘;lwtl’ﬁﬁhmﬂgic which
turing winter nights fug b e s COPON entertsimanens for o gty and
dgr;pg w-xntertnighps dug to extreme chillnegs vthg;rnglleggt ﬁi:ﬁgf{;@s to the
pesia - patiolr a7, Do e o MRE el
of Kodus and Khonds Who generally 1‘;‘};‘1& ﬁljzilricégpw‘:pich is ‘the wionopoty
Leele atE 08U ete. In these qrain i dRe* Soai Sana ”, ; are
" “nlso’enacted by men, - T CReSe dramas the wompen chatactors &1
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A , i.¢., in March-April every year, Chitrg festival
is celebrated by the tribals., - All. work is suspended for about 10 to 15.days.

In the month of Chaitra,
Women take the role of the head of the family and ‘men go to forests.for
hunting. " Men must hunt and get some meat. . After the hunt the man is .
honoured, suitably depending on the kind of animal he has killed. If no-
animal is killed by any man he loscs honour with the women of the village.
During this festival period both adults and children irrespective.of. sex
drink, attire themselves in their best and arefound in 2 gay and festive mood.
Generally beer-prepared from sama millet, toddy.from bastard sago, and
arrack prepared from Mahwa. (Ippa) flower are the liquors: consumed:. In

addition illicit alcohol distilled: and sold by a-particular class of plainsmen’
settled. in agency areas called; the ** Sondis * finds a ready market. - These
« §ondis ' are-  adepts. at distillation of alcehol. There: are several cases
wherein -the tribals had mortgaged their land for the. drink offered. by
« §ondis.”’. Archery isstill practised by the. tiibals and the Koyas. are
feptited to be the best marksmen. In general the tribals are truth loving
and-live a life ‘of contentment. They take small-hand loans from, SOWCArS
and invariably they Fepay them: in spite of the fullest knowledge of sowears”

exploitation.

Agricultural Practices: .

Nearry seventy (70) pex cent of the tribal families depend.on land for
theis sustenance. Duting off time they collect forest produce like tamarind,
adda leaf, honey, soapnut; ete. Cutting and selling of fuel wood is also
edulged in by the tribals.. The Forest Department and . B. K. Railway
Works have opened opportunities of employment to tribals at present.
Still agriculture continties to be the main. oceupation of the tribals. The
main ag‘r‘icultural:,cro_ps grown by the tribals are paddy (wet and dry), ragi,
sdma, maize and niger. Among pulses rédgram (Konda Kandi_ or Lill
redgram) blackgram, cowpea, horsegram, French bean and peas afe arown:
Tobacco for home consumption and castor are grown here an L there.
Turmeric, gingeT, garlic, mustard, chilly and pipalla (piper elongatum) are
grown in small extents. : : \

The hill tribes are slow in adopting improved agricultural practices.
It is estimated that broadcasting of wet paddy is being practised in forty
(40) per cent of the area. They simply plough the land and breadcast the
seed. .The sced rate used is very high. The attention paid by the tribals
to the crop is negligible. No fertilizet is applied—not even cattle manute
.or compost. Usually one-third of the land is left fallow for two years for
recouperation of fertility. For want of land and due to several Socio-
economic factors, most of the tribes practise «Podu” ot shifting cultivation, .
This type of cultivation is adopted by the ttibals from times immemorial. -
It is almost a way of their life. From a Tandom rough survey made in-
‘Machkund ;bas‘fn area, it is found that neatly twenty (20) per cent of the
. tribal families indulge in Podu cultivation. in Podu; trecs in higher slopes
are felled. These felled trees and scrub forest growth are ‘burnt in March-
April. The soil is stirred by human labour and the seed is broadecast. No
attention is paid to the -crop until the produce is harvested. After two
years, the tribal shifts to another pateh of land on the hill slepe or another
hill, since the fertility is lost after two years’ crop growth. . Owing to this
gontinuous process over Several years, the hills bave become denuded and
biecome bald, -' o
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_ Tribals do not stall feed their cattle. Cows are not milked. They
use the cattle for dfaught and even the cows are used for tilling the land,
Very few tribals own a pair of cattle and a plough. The maj g ot
tribals use 5 long handled spade for stirring the soil, levelling, puddling ete:
It setves as an all-purpose implement. Cowdung is kept in heaps and
exposed to sun. After it becomes dry, it is powdered and mixed with ash
and applied to ragi, »

Of late, after the blocks came into existence and due to the propaganda
and demonstrations carried out by the Agricultural Extension Staff the
tribals are slowly taking to improved agricultural Practices like Japaness
Method of paddy cultivation. In some of the blooks like Araku, Anantagifi
and Paderu forty (40) per cent of the paddy area (wet) is covered with im-
proved strains. Minor irtigation projects are bein executed in the blocks
on a liberal scale by harnessing hill streams and the tribals are induced to
apply fertilizers by the offer of necessary incentives, Vegetables, PItC”
apple, mandarin, oranges and potato are being grown insmall extents.
Coffec comes up Successfully and thers ane Fer. Departments’ Plantations,
at Minimulur in Paderu Block and fagiri, Coffee previously plante
at, Chinfapalli and Anantagiri by Zamindars of Chomuda and Vizionagaram

- still exists, Tribals in Araku are ; d to grow coffee .

Pineapple, Guava and Mandarin Otange are suited 1o coo 2o or opuring
World War I, exotic vegetables augoe o ¢ SUited to the tract. D

: ciSia.ry facilities for marketing %V?:ﬁ
the increarsed proeduction of getables and potato in the area
! conomic condition of b 1o is likely *°
be bettered very soon. omic condition of the tribals is likely



WHO IS A NOMAD

_ by
Sir V. RAGHAVALAH.

“ Tye definition of a Nomad has riot been an easy task in view of the com:
plicated nature and functions of Nomadism in this country. The definjtions
attempted by the Western Scientists in standard works on Anthropology
have not been of great assistance to us”. ' So-says the Sub-Committee
appointed by the Central Advisory Board for Tribal Welfare, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of India, in their report submitted to the Ministey
in, 1960. The name Nomad is detived from the Greek word
“Nemo® which litérally means ‘‘ to pasture”. Tt was applied by the
Ancients to 'grass-laniders and herdsmen who permanently or periodically
. kept waridering without any particular home or habitat they could call
their own, tending flocks of sheep or goats or herds of eattle which term
niight as wellinclude horses, mules, camels; yaks and other beasts of burden
for. which thére should have beéen a  greit demand in éarly historic ot even
late pre-historic times. The Pre-historic man perhaps never bothered about
such avoeidable burdens which necessarily curtailed his freedoni of movement
along his unchartered horizon of his peregrination. Later Nomads might
have been trading in them as they do even now in Jammu and Kashmir,
as well as a few other Himalayan States. Flock-rearers of Central Asia,
Australia; Nomads, the, Bushmen, herdsmen and hunters on the steppes of.
South Africa, the Bedouin Camel and horse dealers of Yemen, the Masai
cattle breeders of East Africa, the Mongol and Turkish cattle breeders, the
Argbian herders of sheep and geats, all lead their flocks from pasture te
pasture tending them, trading in them and at the same time subsisting on .
them in their month and year long sojourns. To almost all of the European
and American authors on the subject, nomads are grasslanders, herdsmen
and persons committed to a pastoral way of life. The saime conception was
adopted by several Indian Writers on the subject. It was left to the Sub-
Committee appointed by the Home Ministry, Government of India, te
enquire into the conditions of Indian Nomadic Tribes, to arrive at a wider
definition to the term Nomad, on the basis of their close studies extending
throughout India and to extend the term though not very correctly to
geveral other types of wanderers who had no herds to graze but nevertheless
kept wandering for its own sake, as a part of their culture which they could
not easily shake off. Evidently their nomadism differed from those of their
brcthfen in other lands. Let us now examine the various definitions
given about this uneconomical, unprogressive but nevertheless not illogical
way of life adopted by the Indian nomads several of whom are grasslanders
as well though the majority of them are neither pastoral nor agricultiiral
but mainly wanderers often -even purpeseless, has been their age long tract
and they could tiot easily get away from it.

. Lét us how examine some of the definitions given about Nomads and
Nomadism. Nomadism has nét knewn beginnings ner is it going to have
an end in the foreseeable futire. Nomadism is not a badge of slavery nor
has it been a Caing’s curse that has beén forced on any particular pattern
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ofsociety. Itis practised by people because they love it and cannot perhaps
live without it. Nomadism is an irrepressible tract, an insepatable part of
human cilture which marked the beginnings of all human life, perhapl
all over Universe, but which underwent changes and.took different shapes
in different parts- depending on environments, food pursuits, topography,
climatic conditions, social, Physical and moral uplieavals depending on or
resulting from nature’s wrath, wars, natura] calamities, famines, pestilence
and seversl othef known and still unknewn causes that had in the past con-
vulsed:humanity. The nomads of India ate kngn by different. names in,
different parts of the country all of which invartiably refer to the basic trait
of wandering which is the b . . ,

adge of their face.
The Sub-Committee to enquire into the living conditions .of Nomadic.
tribes appointed by the Ministry of Home Affairs it f

indi ferms & (ir o v L0 Wander by calling it Bhramana Sheel;”:
The Hindi terms ** Guamalker Asthi (ra) vasi, Yayavara, describe the trait
of wandering hither and thither, Marathi names. * Bhatain ara” and.
o hindnata ” picture their taste fop aimless roaming, - Wagara ™ . in
Gujarati deals with _their lagck of love for heme and taste for itinerary,
« Lirugaduwa * in Kannada, Sanjaria -in Malayalam, “ Nadodi ” in Tamil
“ Drommara ” in Telugy convey the idea that they are globe trotters,
Sunjabi styles them as * Pakhiwas  (hyg dwellers). Bengali-* Bede "
Jayawara, and Bhabaghure, anq the Assamese Aghor, designate them
o imless and unsettled globe trotgor The most familiar ~appellation
{:)ulérer;it‘,l-,n Ixﬁglllal. %%denl(ite the -p‘asti?ral nature of nomadie ‘people is.* Khana-
-bados . whien 1teralf; meains’lloh ‘_:“ ‘;‘7“-. ( >, Y] ..- me
giveh to them in der;isiép);-l). e on shoulder, (evidently, & nick name

As one aptly said; the cuckoy Cz:n'lrllot help; i L o1
flying, the n similarly cannor 2Rt help: cooin ;. the bikd cannot help
fiying, the nomad similarly cannet help wangering, gWﬁén this wandering
Shsencs of one o o e M by s WVACS this randerin
absence. of ove [or g ,'»_.Xe . eal“th‘ and home ma n A Pl H .’, foral,lﬂ
Government SCIVants, army mep are most ay 1 %};{2 Iﬁ%‘?}?drl:g;ng an
: » Nomad, fo several flock Tearers are

;i not result i -2 AY Nomadic in the correct sense, Eyvon mere
fo‘.’ﬁg oS I:iOt ot fn nomadism as the g of I:)o%r. ,}n?eh :%arv"e- clinging
p of oo ond towns, If in addition SOMe of these qualities the person cT
group of persons are devoid of ambition mq Ve in s ‘Q,IA_-_ oo B an
certainly be classified g Nomads, » ~7 P& N varying .deglzees,w Y €4

deseribe nomadic pegy
coll‘ectir’_lg for their food s
The compiless furte, add th

groups which hz_z‘bituallﬂm s abom
10 eTmS of tracts of pene o C 200UE t
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| horde is. a. gfoup of nomads, claiming exclusive, hunting. or grazing rights

over one, or more; defified areas, within which his. wanderings afe a5 a rule
confined ”: . - : S

Dr. B.H. Mchta of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, describes the
nofads 'as. ** grasslanders and cattle breedefs .. He describes nomadism
- a8 “regulaf, seasonal or cyclical movements of group sustenance”. ** Ac-
cofding to-food sipply it may- assume different-forms depending upon: to-
pography and climate. Therfe ate nomads who hunt and nemads who collect-
food, as well as pastoraland even agricultufal nemads. Nomads are usually
found in small kinbands. They ate not only grasslanders but take to nomadic
life on account of gconomic insecurity, lack of will for §ocial adjustment *>,.
as, the learned Doctor .observes.. . . : ‘

" The Encyclopaedia.of Social Sciences (Vol. 11 and 12—pages 390-392)
defines nomadism as invelving the repeated shifting for subsistence and
-undirected wandering but it fecusses around temporary centres of opera-
tion, stability of which depended upon food supply, and the State of techni-
éal advance. . It assumes different forms according to methods of obtaining

food, topographic and climatic conditions™.

The Sub-Coramiittee; of the Governmerit ‘of -India. (Ministry of Home
Affsirs) has the following idesctiption of nomadism in.its report. sibmitted
to the Government. Lt-observes “The definitions given by European Scho-
lars on this subject appear to-ighore other types. of noriads who do not follow
eithier hunting or grazing pursuits.. We have, therefore, be¢n obliged to
extend the term nomad to other groups as well while dealing with the
Indian conditions. As a concise definition of a nemad does not serve the
purpese satisfactorily, we have -chosen instead a description of nomadic
life in the following paragraphs : C _ - }

¢ Ye Have been able to appreciate nomadism as containing the follow-
ing features. There are several categories of nomads living at .varying
stages of nomadism and following pursuits most suitable to their wandering
habits in this country. Though nomadism ¢an be loosely described as a
wandering habit pursued by group or groups of people. who practise -the
same, as it is most congenial to the particular pattern of their-culture, they-
Hhave inherited and are following. In any évent, nomadism cannot be
described as a characteristic of individuals. Itmay be either the inheritane o
of a hoary past or the.direct or indirect consequence of environment. Some:
types of nomads are born so, while other types are forced to be so on account
of recent or remote circumstances that conditioned ?gheir way of life:

“Where nomadisni is a felic of an ‘ancient past. either traditional or
environmental, it gradually becomes a habit which a _nomad cannot easily
shake off, nor does he desire to do it either. He finds his unfettered freedorm -
so deaf to him that he does not feel attracted by modern comforts or ameni-
ties of life which he thinks could be had only at the loss of his freedom. -
Hence his preference to freedom which he valiles much greater than the
«comforts the State could provide him even at its own cost. In.facta nomad
wauld cease to be one if he least dislikes his way of life which in our view
may net compensate for all the discomforts, tribulations, incohveniences and
privations, physical and mental that vesult from endless and aimless wander,
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ing. To nomads wandering is a part of their culture and is deeply rooted
in their brain. A compulsory and abrupt denial of this undoubtedly strange,
partiality amounts to courting disaster to denier’s as well as the denied.

“It may be assumed that nomadism is & eulfural trait which results
from want of ambition or -aspiration, either total or partial. The degree
of the occurrence of ambition can be considered to be the criterion for deter
mining the stage of homadism through which a particular tribe is passing.
Nomadism might have been forced wholesale upon larger groups of people.
sometimes even whole tribes, by natural calamities, earthquakes, floods

invasions, expropriation and other acts of God and ‘Man, resulting in large
scale uprootment from a previous settled Jife centuries ago. The displaced
group should have as a consequence moved to the junglébé,n& into the busb
and when subsequent introduction and -enforcement of the Forest Laws
impeded their: free movement and limited their means of livelihood; those
groups might have taken to wandering », . -

Indisn nomads or to call him more correctly the Khanabadoshes, 2
term widely current in North-Western India, cgn Ibé;3 described as hardy
shy, unambitious, full or semi-groups of habitual = wagderess, =Without
-peuﬁ?"ner}t,al‘};qd_es_’ m?IVI?{g along familiar forest foot-paths in small fan%ﬂy
or XIn groups, generally keeping away from sobhistiontad nlarac o peoples:
unting. grasing, food seprcnE 2y ¥ trom sophisticated places and peop

ing. grazi : snaring and selling petty artifacts of thelf
own _make? without any d_esm'-e or incentive for ‘stor‘iigp or.%reserviﬂg and ye®
feeling happy and contented, by following 5 way of life, some times evel
sub_‘j}guman which is best suited to their hoary culture, tradition and environ”
ment. o

gathe o Uhan producing. Tn India we have mot only ZraSS:
%pdercsh al-n%rhglﬁd;m;m like Gujjars, Bakafwglétaszebe?gvznréq c%éggpas 0
bastors] 80 nraii ot and Kashmir, Puninh and eiasthen, but 40
pastoral and unagricultural nomadic tribes like Malapar d] ms of Kerals-
Ygrukalas, Cha!la Yanadis, Ny ¢kalas, ,Pam{aﬂa]gan farzndhl‘a "Pra-
peich in shmost wnet Bomads including inter. State. trines Lk Tranis 10
gypsies in almost every Part of this counﬁ-y - ¢ Hbes
Notnadie tribes are fourq all over the w o |
e 2 v ound all ever the werlg I » come actoss thE
;{ven_.‘ln Iajd};alécgzl countries like Great Bjritg&d-gso(;fgfc%ﬁi;qgf Soviet
Nomads are bomm s well s co s, *SeVeral countsies of Hurope and Asit
eal‘l';’ hqman-ﬂiy Dassing ﬁhrouZhei:héquadlsm is a pre-pastoral tiiat of all
civilisation, "It was g Prepastoral pattacn o Iniversall -actised i
2% Was a prey 3 pattern of life yniversally practised 1D
ive}:}y ‘cou-ntry }Wgst or Hast fpel‘ha:PS‘ alimos((t) Sl lfe ;ﬁ_;m,w@sal,ly %‘:s&ixtional
by lack of ambition and tot, o Cancously.  LORC

. - total absence of commercial cooromy it did DO
contgmlplgte any pmductwe activity, Iit_stimtéd e?Q_{al o ommg é‘b’structe >
emulation,  Continuous and never ending struggle for suistonce made e

tfuggl’e-'sz existenice made the
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nomad red in tooth and élaw and fetarded the birth and growth of finet
instincts in him. As the whole day was. taken up in food quest he ‘had
hardly tifne or scope for enjoying a lullaby in Nature's lap. Governed only
by the Law of the J ungle the early nomad had few relations, no friends, no
social functions, no associations, not taany obligations and’ certain-ljr- no
orginised life. Every fainily had its head with powers of life and death
over his dependents. He showed no mercy to others and Jeast expected
any from others. He constituted himself as the sole Government so far as
he and his family were concerned. He recognised the authority ‘of none in
his domain. _He was accepted as the uncrowned King by every membet of
his family unit. 'That is the picture We can reasonably conceive of the early
pomdd and his life, ' )

Property notions as curbs or ambition : .

The primitive man’snotions of property were such that with his prevailing
ideas governing his eonduet it was not possible for him to attempt accumula-
tion. What were valuable to him were of no value or 6f insjigniﬁéaht' value
to thecivilised world, Giving away even such: property was one of the ways
of assessing rank, prowess and leadership. Added to that cornmon oWner=
ship of land and its md;vxs;bility ameng the members of the Clan also con-
tributed to deter conceniration :o'f property either in one’s hand of in those of
a few.

Hoebel observes that there dre two irreducible aspects of property (1)
the object and (2) the web of social relations that establishes a limitihg and
defined relationship betweer. pefsons and the object. As social concepts
change from time to time, the spegjfi¢ content of property concepts undergoes
alterations...... Property is mid-twentieth century United States is not
what it. will be at the dawn of twenty first . - o

According to Hoebel the essential nature of property is to be found in
- social relations rather than in any inherent attributes of the thing or ebject .
that we .call property. “¢ Most human secieties claim property rights in
land as communities....... They observe discernible natural boundaries in
marking off local group territories as, for instance, among the Australians,
Africa Bushmien, Veddas of Ceylon and the Tasmanions *. It'is stated by
Julian H. Steward, a leading authority on the Ecology of the Great Basin
area, that the * Sheshoni lacked any forn of ewnership of land or resources
on it (except eaglenests). No group habitually or exclusively any clearly de-
fined territory for hunting fishing or seed-gathering ”’. Among certain tribes
of Australia the tribes men themselves invited their neighbouring tribes to
share perish@ble food like fruits which ripen about the same time everywhere
and which cannot be preserved. *‘ So a territorial greup which anticipates a
large yiel‘d. in a given season sends out messengers cartying invitation sticks
to other groups sometimes as far as & 100 miles away. Or they may raise
smoke signals ”’. -

Armong the Eskimos no value is attached to land as property in any
sense of the word. They resented restricting the zones of foed availability
and allowed anybody to hunt anywhere he pleased.

Among pastoralists ** careessness to land” has been notorious. The
horse dealer and hunter Comanches had no proper concept ofland. To thein
“ Jand was a matter of unconcern being held- neither individually, jomﬁ&
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nor communally **. This may have be 1e. ur Xtel ,
itl‘lhé'ir -p_a;sii;;ragg At that, time land. wags plenty. and eroppers, -few., "Evﬁrﬁi
when land was not plenty jall-pastugage was. common Property except axi??;hg
the Tungu Rendeer, herdstaen and. Kagake oF Central Asia East of the
Caspian Sea The Chukehi and the Samoyed clans also held pastures com
nonly. . The ' imitive gardeners. Though _-thel’e
ardening by and large the ultimate
ip o and. was, d in the ‘Community, right to the usufruct
being treated.as different, from right. of oWnership, of. property. - -Among:
West African tribes allland is vested in the feudal chief oalled King who
allots land to sub-chiefs, who in Teturn entrust land. to ~elan heads who in
their turn pass it on to individual gardeners. - - 1 Heads v

en. due. to, the. unlimited extents .of

Sales and other types of alienationg ‘are permitted outside the famﬂ.}’;-
unit. e Fule prohlbitlng land alienat’ion isso rigorous that a famﬂy‘ Would
rather sell one of its' members ingg slavéry. than sell, or hypothecate the
same. ; Among the Indonesian inde , i : :
village. It is‘only with the Ppermi
of the village community coyld

, vi1e . DA land commuynigts ooy ot nunis sity to
pove makes individual ownership impractioa) E Eﬁ:iﬁ:ﬁ tohf"ﬁ‘fﬁiirs nd
fdod gather.rs there i also little impulse t6 Private owherShfp of land, since
50 Jar &s hunters are concerneq mogs Animals are frée ranging and: i 1c tOFo
quantageou§ to rove at will When on tha éhase » So fa rga;sg-'i'ari d was con-
cerned, and in those carly days land wgg the mosi basic fora of property
from which the early men dug'up theiy F00tS and yarie s which Pl
zed their flocks and on Whl_ch:ﬁhey hunteq at. will -and rg)amed- about, Itwas
_only tools, Weapons, clothing and OThametns thet WereAcdrisidéred and treat-
ted as deserving individual OWnership,  Sipi arly cattle, ndoriesian wild
fruit trees even though the Same stang, On anothers lan d, beéhive trees,
+ Winter catches of fish and game are considereq 4o Lo o v?(in (s city. o
So’clﬁhéﬁgl; lgﬁl‘?cglllarly %jr}dh.ra VillagéS,, tlie-ear iest pérsonuv?rhg -C%'I;ﬂés;écro's_s )
cattle LIt An The py 1C street b *+20n Who Dt
oo el ot B S v e
foot an unwritten nile Which s Scrupulousjy obséiééd’ev%ﬂ.%;fﬁlzld; :m ocioty.
Ing to th Revenue Code 5 o S ) L
trees Planted by Iyots in Goveﬁnmoeiz i):ngoél:}: e%ql% .-Statg( Govgrm}a]'ltesns
the usufruct theugh not in the OWnetship of thé"f?::!:e ownership righ S, M

The Susu Practices of Malanesia roguin. oo ) ‘ K e
sakg .of .l}is :sister.’_‘s;_spn and t:fl,:__it hi;‘ 65‘2111'11‘:1111:)1;?;;11&&%‘1!a,;_s_g§ cropst }fgrpg'%?
. d“fﬁ dﬁvcifﬁfi-‘to him b)_r- his wif % .bl‘chelf,- 4 o Ustory - epg I on re tent

Wik the “] -‘??“mald‘at%yam,’, Practiseq by Malihay :-qli:l_f.sr_l‘ril-,__ag,kéfé_ )
S 1n S.Oll:ﬂ:l Indla. -.EVGI} the ruhng Pl‘i-nces Of T 24 peop e-pa,l't of 1( Lerala
their Kingdoms iy, th T o ook ATa e, ; ;




28

sisteéi’s son of the reigning monarch rather than the heir of his-own loins.
Amongthe Comanches “ any ofie coming itpon a hunter who had just.made
a kill could claim. the choicest quarter of the animal merely by. placing his
hand upen it ”’..- It is fiot etly land property that was sought to. be made
inalierigble by our arcestors but curbs were imposed on moveables also to
prevent accumulation, of property "with individuals or vety small groups.
An extreme case of such ownership can be Tound among the Incas, Mr. J.
H. Rowe says “ private citizens in-Inca land could own upto Llamas, but
the vast majority of the'beasts were state property. The wool colleeted from
the State herds was stored in Government Store houses'in the Trica Empire,
(at the time of the Spanish coriquést) to be distributed  annually in equal
allotments to each family head-a kind of communism with 4 vengeance ™.

‘Enjoyment ’of_ungli-vid'ed. pasture as well as cultivable land is hot a stran-
ge phenomena in India. From lakhs of years till even now pasture land is
utilised by holding it in common in. every village of -Andhra Pradesh and in
the sister States of South India. It is known in Telugu'.as ** Vieesabodi

Hakku . For the -sake of convenience shares are held in the proportion of
1/2, 1/4, 1/8, 1/16, 1/82, 1/64, 1/128, and so on. -(Veesan meahs). After
calculating how many cattle can be confortably grazeéd in given plot of -pas-
‘ture, each share holder is allotted a fixed number of heads of calttlé for gré,z-,
ing, Onmno account should this number exceed as it might lead to disputes.
Siznilarly-the yield of trees in a common tope (acollection of fruit bearing
trees). 'The cattle hérds also are owned and enjoyed by shephereds in
the same manner: 2 ‘ ' T

. "The Naga tribe as well as several other primitive tribes of North-East
Frontier area of India own all land in common, whether it be pastiire o¥ irti-
gated rice-land and no-individual ownership is ever permitted *J.P. Mills,
M.A., LES., Hony.Director-of Ethnography, Assam writing-in 1937 record-
d in his instructive work ¢ The Rengma Nagas.” that land, the miost-im-
.pbr-té,ni‘a form of property, can be held by the individual, family-or ¢lan or,
among the Eastern Lengmas, by the ** Khel ”. Among the Western Reiig-
‘mas the amount of commor ¢lan land is considerable and ténds slowly-to
jincrease; as at every division of private land, a small quantity must be léft as
¢ommon land . Clan land is always allotted for ciltivation at a ihgeting
‘of the ‘Clansmen who decide en distribution or redistribution. ‘Even-amohg
the Angami Nagas the Jhum (slash and burn cultivation) lands belong to
the entire village and the villagers.are free to cultivate ‘any area théy like,
as all land is owned by the village community none can sell or purchase. ‘
in.case a member abandons his' lands or.dies, the land under his possession is
annexed by thé Cormoner and redistributed among families whose meniblers
have multiplied beyond the means available for their sustenance. In no
‘case such property devolves en those who have énough land already. Nei-
ther gifts nor sales-are valid. Even the Slash and burn'type of cultivation
which is also known as “ Podu ” in ‘Andhra, “Jhum ” in Northern’ India,
‘ptactised by all the primitive and. aboriginal tribes of India,which is shifting
in its natire does not lend scope for large scale land ownership-6r intensive
agriculture. At best 4 family can cultivate that much of land which satis-
fies. fully its needs and leaves no big surpluses either for sale’ or harter,
‘selfsufficiency being the keynote of all Tribaleconomy. This same policy which

producesneither rich faxmers nor landless beggars is hailed by the-tribesmen
of NEFA (Notth East Frontier Area of Assam in-Indis) as inspired by the
'Gods they worship and best suited to the steep hills, their traditiondl hofnes
lands, these self{imposed curbs or ambitious which the culture of the tiibal
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people have inherited frém their ancestors are still so strong and so dominate
ing that the tribal world dare not thwart them despite the temptations offered
by the commercial methods of agriculture followed by the modern society.
It is too Well-known that modern economy with its scientifie advancement
at producing myriad types of fertilisers and chemical manuves is leaving many

Asiatic countries in.perennial want. of food grains.

" Von Furer Haimendorf classifies land ownership in NEFA under. three
heads. (1) Indlﬂdually owned land consisting. of i-i!r.iga,tgd rice fields, all
cultivated land, garden plots, dry crop fields, fruit trees, pine Bamboo groves
house-sites and granaries, (2) Clan owned land comprising of meadow, used
as pasture, burial grounds, Forest tracts and hunting grounds. * (3) The
village common land tonearly pasture and to forest tracts on the bordér of the
Apatani country. ' i ‘ :

'In addition to the above mentioned factors,
vaulting ambition and accumulation of proper
to the flourishing of nomadism, there is yet an
rusults in frequent destruction of material wealth for the sake. of elevating
one’s status so wide spread among the primitivé tribes of Asia,Australia,
Malanaysia and other places. The fear of humiliation has been » great mo-
tivating and propelling force in encouraging wanton destruction and wastage.
This practice was known as Lisudu among the Apatanies of NEFA.
Haimendorf describes the custom in the following words :— . -

which effectively discourage
ty, a way of life so congenial
other psychological uige that

- “Lisudu involves ritual destruction of wealth. A man who challenges
a co-villager to Lisudu competition starts by killing one or several of his
mithuns (a buffaloe with a cow’s face) in front of his opponent’s house and
leaving the meat for the other Villagers to eat. Some-times he adds to the
‘holo-caust valuables such as Tibetan shells, bronze plates and swords: - If
his opponent accepts the challenge, he must slaughter at least the same .
number of mithuns and destroy property of equal value in front of the

challenger’s h_ouse. The next move is that the latter kills ah even g‘réafei’
number of mithuns and this number must again’ be matehed by his rival.
The competition may go on until both parties ape nea,fl_y. ruined” "The late
Ddr,Verrier El}vlvlm inhis information book “The philosophy of NEFA”
administers this warning to those who want to j ich and foree into tk

tribes’ traditional beliefs about land OWnership(iﬁe * C(:)aCh anclforee into the

“ As “.re'haye seen the system of Jhumg cultivation provides an excel-
lent foundation for the co-operative communal farming towards which many
parts of the World are moving. 'The introduction of permanent cultivation,
however, 15 turning the minds of the people more and more to the idea of
private ownersaip < We should be on our guard that the new individualism
does not lead ultimately to fragmentation snd litigation about iand. It
might be possible to develop wet cultivation and ‘tefracing on a commung]
basis through -the tribal councils. » AR

Nomads Food Habits:—The food habits of the nomad are in. e« i o

attitude fo life. . They are made by the environment in which they 1o
Walden observes, “collecting the wild fruits of the Earth, and huning
wild life for food, are the simplest ways of earning g l‘iVimg_’ Ao oot ggt }::
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hunting tribes is-one long struggle for food broken by short periods of over
eating sleeping and rejoicing.. The hunting peoples have the least understan-
ding.of nature, end know least how to use her laws for comfort and support.
Theirs is truly a battle wita nature, in which they are often the. losers, for
they are the slaves-of their environment. Only the simplest of the people
Living in the really luxurious zones of the Earth’s surface remain in the purely
hunting stage for long ;, the step to primitive cultivation being an ‘easy one if
circumstances permit”. To quote a few of such tribes, the Semafig and
Sakai of Malaya, and the Pygmies of the Congo forest im Africa, also
the Ges people of the Amazon basin in South America, who are the most
backward among all -‘l‘mn?tilng' tribes and remain hunters by their very
- simplicity.. They subsist mainly on wild roots resémbling potatoes, berries
“ thie wild African banana, bread fruit and durian (the most delicious tasting
- and evil smelling fruit in the world). Then the pygmies collect in their

wanderings in search of foed,

'The pygmies like the unabmitious Challa Yanadis of Chenchus -fish
- and hunt dnly when they must, using spears, knives, afrows and fire-hardened
wood corresponding o the digging stick which the primitive tribes of India
made by rubbing one edge of 3 stick against hard stone when iron was un-
known. - Squirrels, birds and monkeys are their usual prey. Surplus meat
is stowed away in the neighbeur’s banana groves, an implied way of desiring
- & return of the banana fruit. - They also avoid waste. Much of their food
is eaten raw. Any remanent of food left over are consumed by cefemonies
- and wild forest beasts thus helping the nomad to be care-free about the
storage of it. They catch the elephant and the Rhinoceros by digging.pit-
falls with sticks or hands arrange camaflonge with green leaves and branches
two or three days in advance not to leave behind the manscout to dissipate.
“Then beaters drive the game towards the pits at great hazard to themselves
and kill the animals. Big game kills always Tesult naturally in big enoeugh
feasts. Pygmies have no houses and live in the open protected by wind
" g¢reens.  Hskimos gorge during hunting seasons . passing meat from
hand to hand, having no plates or tables. Fish Seal, Whale Walrus
or Reindeer meat is all that they can secure in the "Arctic- Chill.
They eat from the common cauldron. Eskimos are adept users of
" the harpoon. Thick ~Walrus hides make excellent tents. The Polar
Bear is killed more for its fur for its untasty flessh. 'The Eskimo
niomads “In the summer when the snow melts and the land-scape-is
cliangéd for two or three months from ice pack to” rolling meadow, purple
flowers, tall grass and low bushes teeing with groving berries, the Eskimo
déserts the seashore and the Iglco, and moves in land to collect What fresh
plant food he may trap hares and wild geese to fish for Salmon trout, and to
hunt the Caribou herd”’. The polynesians are good fishermen and depend on
their capoes for their fishing éxpenditions while their women raise small vege-
table or Yan cultivation. The herdsmen of tropieal 'Afrlgan plateau
live mainly on mille foods ; drinking sour milk. “The Masia mix both Cow’s
and Sheep’s milk with blood taken from the veins of the cow’s neck or just
~ over the sheep’s eye’. The Kazak’s drink is Kumiss made from fermented
mare’s milk. The Lappas’ main milk source is the reindeer which
is very sweet, perhaps as sweet as that of the camel; used m;a.bu"ndanc.e 115 the
North-Western States of India particularly desert borders in Rajasthan.
““The Semangs of Malaya move constantly about in bands of less than thirty
in seafch of game and food plants. Whether he lives in the desert, jungle
or Arctic Tundra, he moves about continously. Among the Punan communi-
ties of Borpeo there are not more than thirfty men and women i

each group with about the same number of children. By our civiliggg
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“standerds, e life spent centinually on the ‘move would be decided By un-
‘pleasant. A walkitig tour might not havé the saine fascination if it wenl
-on ‘week after week and yedrafter year. Yeta primitive hunting man W‘f’“,,ld
“fegard ‘our permdnent dwellings as cruel ¢ages. -Some hunters at apy:}‘gte
“relish constant movement ; _the Eskimo: Show a considerable Ze_si_s_ -for “P‘l;eg-
gant jaunts from settlement to settlemerit tosee friends and inlong journeys
to attend folk festivals® ,

Writes Alan Davis

TaE huntér nomads waste-time in-erecting 'shelters long their familiar -routet
which they: abandon in-less than a-wegk- after erection if not carlier. ~While
~ this pTocess' may not be taxing for the Congo Pygmies who do not!: require
‘more; than @ rain shelter,, those. in' the, Aretic Cold the structures jthat.-af¢
erected are snow houses of substantial ice .Slabs” which:™ veguire: --several
months tb construet. Construction becoines wasteful if these elaborate
“structures have.to be-abandoned after a-few. days of "eceupation, To the
“nomadic hunter a dwelling of shelter.is. . iextricably connected with- the ferti-
Alityof;the land whete his tubers grow or with the-availability.or scarcity-of
-the game, he can. easily come-across. ‘Tt gets - no - prigrity in the -list ‘of . his
. wants. - The State Government of Andhra Pradesly in Southern India which
-was niot"adequately posted with these: val able information, suffered -a mild
/jolt when- the seminomadic: yanadi wood:cutting islanders..of “Sreeharikota

deserted _their newly built eostly brick house built by the overnment and
lling operations

;shifted ‘to hew. spots to which, the- forest: department’s’ fe c
_dragged -them. - Similarly-houses built by the Madras state; and the -States
“of Rajasthan,Madhya Pradesh either collapsed owing.to non-use or the dénees
-of these. structures. preferred o put up small. straw of leaf huts opposite. to
the permanent sttuctures and lived in them_ using ‘the latter:for storing ;grain,
‘tethering - their -catfle or”stocking hay.:. = . - PR

: Lt 4
While-some hunters turned herders others persisted in_ their'original way
as they lacked"the skill-and aptitude for domesticating. We learn the ‘At
.fralian had no interest in taming until the Whiteman.stepped. into his horsland
“to oust him: The Eskimo failed to- domesticate the -Caribon; fhe Nofth
Lmetican: ndian the . bisor, and_the “South “American the horse.unfil. the
-Spaniatd burnt- the .lesson into 'him, . Some ;progressive. and- - resourcefil
. memads: devised the practice of . moving 1n portable tents. of skin. The Be-
~douin Atabs and the Kirgriz modelled collapsible structinss onich .can-be
cartied easily from place to place.” No nomiad liked fo carry. mope oy
‘than he could carry on'his person. ' Referring to the influencs- g environmet,
over the man,Alun Davis writes” the be ot way 1o deser ibe the irifls nce of env-
ironment,is tosay thatit supplies' man with the bri i AT S
. his Jife, but offers neither architect nor plan. . Man hag

-Be will use them . “The Chuckehi who 1ivé: in. the spige o). eh,lg!_cgoas v
neyer build a‘snow houge. Tk ¥ cast 15 the
ends-to’thie- static; the mind

s Ao R 9 SNOW house, Tk :haa-lReindéér:.gm co
Eskimo who-are hunters. ... Environment t
-of -man - does-not”’.. o

- - (To’be Contimied)



. ¥HE CULTURAL AFFINITY OF NAIKPODS
©_ AND NAIKADAS = .
- T

ot . . V- _ o
R. PRATAP, M. A.

(This. stiidy. was made by-the duthor ' while he was working in - Adilabad
- District in the taluk of Kinwat whick formed part “of former Hyderabad
.. State. The studies, though essentially, were * diglectical one, yet, the cultural
. “affinity. of the two groups viz., Naikpods and Naikadas ~had to be studied

- and this articlé is the result-of such a study.......... . Editor)

gz Naikpods of Boath and Adilabad tahiks of Andhra Pradeshand
- Kinwat taluk (new in Maharashtra State) can be divided irito two endogamous
groups, one being the original population of the Bhils who speak their own
language while the other -the Telugu speaking Naikpods who came from
_ the Godavari area. In the former group ome finds the Najkpods who are -
- jndépendent cultivators while in the later the majority consists of daily
labourers and Farm servants. The language spoken by the Naikpods
. shows close affinity to Kolami and from an ethnological point of view it
. makes it probable that Kolams and Naikpeds- represent two branches of

an ancient aboriginal . population which belonged to. the cultural stratum

of hoecultivators. As. 1 said earlier, this language is however confined to
.a certain section of Naikpods i.c., people living to the - west of -Boath and -
Kinwat taluks. - o : . :

My informant Sri Ghumiwar Ramiji, the Naikpod of Kothari village,
Kinwat taluk gave three terminologies by which his community is addressed;
Naikpod in Telugu, Bhonkal in Gondi and Naikadas in Marathi,

The dislect as spoken by the Naikadas is quite akin to: Kolami. The
. informant told that there will not be much difference in the lexical natufe

of the language but said that the manner of speaking differs” -From such
4 statement it can only be deduced that Naikpodi and Kolami might be
of the same stock and that, variation in the language pattefr might have
. occuired in .the process of time; since the - Phonetics of the language ate
in continual process of change throughout. This statément of the infor-
mant was ageertained when 1 had a comparative study of both the languages
‘vi%.,. Naikpodi and Kolami. I found most of the néuns and- pronouns were
common in’ both the: languages..- This linguistic. closeness éstablishes cul~
. tural affinities between the two groups. o .
Wheo are - Naikadas, what sort of cultural pattern they constitute
- and what is their population, habitat and their cultural relationship ? = The
. Naikpods in the Kinwat taluk and in. the district .of Yeotemal of Madhya
_Pradesh State are popularly known. as Naikadas. -A. man in the- strect
will find it difficult to understand ‘Qr'-i‘eiz'ogh\ise the Naikadas if one Wwants

1841—3
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to identify them with the names of Naikpod or Bhonkal. Generally spgg-kmg
the term Naikpod is taken to beas the Tehigu speaking po,pulgce oilf
Naikadas. Further difficulty is encountered since there is no cultura!
elationship apparently as to distinguish thein clearly from. oné to
ahother ; whereas it is believed by scholars that the community of Ng-l_kadas
is linked up ethhically with that of Naikpods who form a larger part of
populatien. Mr. Setu Madhav Rao in his book 6n Kolami Grammer says :

« The Kolams are as a face coarser and rougher than the Gonds. Taey

-" - seein to have racial affinity.to the Naikpods who call themselves

Kolawats and soime of whem at least speak a dialect akin. to. Kolami,
“although most of them speak Telugu. Some Naikpods in Kinwat

- speak Marathi., In Berar they are known as Naikadas, v‘{he?c most .

* . of them speak Marathi as their mother tongué. The Na_'lkpods are

to be found in Bombay Presidency judging by the census ﬁgures

The Gonds efer to the Naikpods as the Matsyalis, or the fisherfolk.

If they afe the branch of Kolis who are or were professionally Fisher-

hen, then a most interesting subject for study would be to Ilznk,t,he
Kolams, Naikpods .and the Kolis as a part of onhe community .

" Dr, Baron Haimendorf in his book * Tribal Populations of Hyderabad
Yesterday and To:day " says o o -
¢ Kolami is closely akin—=upto the point of mutual uhderstandability—
to the 13@@1 of t‘;hePNaikpo%s, another aboriginal tribe found -
in Adilabad. But while all Kolams; except a few isolated Teltiguised
groups in Asifabad and Rajura taluk and a handful of Marathi speak-
ing tribesmen in Kinwat speak the tribal _dlalgct,' Thost Na_lkpo_ds_
have exchanged their language for Tehigu, and in I*:_Iygigr;a-bgdx Napk-
podi is spoken only by a group of Naikpods of both Taluks near
the Penganga River. Both tribes call themselves in their own
dialects < Kolver” and it is more than probable that they have sprung
fromn the same ethnic stock . )

M. Grigson in his bosk  The Aboriginal Problent in the Central Provinces
and Berar” writes S . ‘

** Naikar (2,192), an offshoot of the Bhﬂ fourid in- Maratha distriet .

" This statement of Mr: Grigson can b’e‘._s_‘upported- by the féﬁowing sta-ten_ient
" of Dr. Baron Haitiendorf - : . ,

*“....either the Bhils in their pristine” state were huntérs and’ food -
gatherers like the ‘Chénchus or they practised shifting. cultivation:
like the Hill .Red’di_s_&nd Kolams ”, SN

From the al_mve,._ statement it is evident that the Kolams, the Naikadas
and the Bhils (Kolis) form ethnical group, but however all these statements
are of a doubtful nature. g : L

The Naikadas or the Naikpodi speaking-group are in an insignificant
number in the general population pattern of Adilabad district. My infor-

-“mant’s statement also. Confoims’ the statements-of the -above scholars who
have identified the Naikadas. with the Bhils and Naikpods. . He says

“yer 4 Kolvar yehar, yerna Bhil yerna Naikpods, yerna Naikada ™

“ Some call Kolvar, some Bhil; at times Naikpods and Naikada "

1841—g* . W
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The informant sai@ that there are no cultural ties with the Bhils
who ate conspicuous. as they do not keep haifr on the head whereas
the Naikpods and thé¢ Naikadas do have. However, he denied to have any
knowledge of Bhil cultural relationship with that of Naikpods, but the
informant was quite sure of the cultural ties with the Telugu speaking
Naikpods. This statement of his is supported when I found a typical case
of a Naikada woman eof Chikli village, Kinwat talul, being brought in mar-
riage by a Telugu speaking Naikpod of Khanapur village in Adilabad taluk.
The other instance, he cited, that one’Satputia .Sambhaji of Takli- village
(Madhya Pradesh) daughter was married te a Telugu speaking 'Naikpod
of  Hatnoot . village, Boath taluk. These instances indicate that the inter-
- telationship between the Naikadas and the Naikpods does exist by marriage
and it can be safely ascertained that the two are not different.- This can
further be elucidated by the common deities they have for worship.

. - The population .of the Naikadas cannot be ascertained as they have
_ not been. enumerated separately in the- Census. The household names of
the Telugu speaking Naikpods and the Marathi - speaking Naikadas areé
pearly the same. These household naines, i.e., the Ada-per or the inti-per
“are numeious. The clan is exogamous. Among the Naikadas Tadamwar
¢lan is acclaimed as the traditional Mehtriak and among the Telugu speaking
Naikpods Konalulu is the elder caste. Among' the Naikadas, the functions
- of the community life is divided among some families. Tadamwar is the
Mehtriak whose position in the society is higher. No marriage performance
or any social or cultural performances could be performed without his
presence. Sidanwad s the assistant Mehtriak and also combine in himself
the dutizs of a Pujari.- Moksha, Peddavad, -Mendarkar, -Dijadvad, Ter-
‘makvad constitute the Panchayat Board. Any dispute is referred to these
people .whose presence is considered essential. In the same mahnner among
the Telugw speaking Naikpods the office of the ““ Peddamanchi® is aitong
the Konalulu. Raselulu, Gendalulu, Sirporlulu, Alkendulu, Kemmurluly,
Pendolulu .and Potolu constitute the Panchayat Board. ‘The deities of
the Naikadas is the Rajuba and theiy festival is performed in the forest of
Karla in Kinwat taluk. This is a community-wership of all the Naikpodi
speaking Naikadas and the Kolams. The Telugu speaking Naikpods- also
perform this worship in the name “ Rajul Puja”. T

_Aunique Convention the marriage prohibitions are that sistet’s daughter
cannet be married to the brother’s son and that sister’s son. can be
" married to brother’s daughter as a matter of right. The same -conditions
are found in Telugu speaking Naikpods of Adilabad and U.nur Talugs.

. Hence, in view of the above mentioned close affinities in respeet to
culture and living it can be said that the two different speaking people,
viz., Naikpods and Naikadas are of the same stock. It is only due to the
c¢hange of environment that the Telugu speaking Naikpods might have
forgotten their mother tongue and accepted the language of the common
. understanding in their Living enviranment,
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1. PACKAGE PROGRAMME IN TRIBAT, DEVELOPMENT BLOCKS.
(1) :_B‘UMAYA(.J'UD‘EM TRIBAL DEWLOPMENT Brogk : : o )

TrE Package Programme was launched in Buttayagudem Block, West
Godavari District from Rabi 1960-61. The name of the scheme Package
implies itself supply of seeds, manures and credit at the threshold of ithe
farmer in a packet in all the 41 villages. -

_ The population of this Block is 26,000 with an area of 102.30 sq. milesa
‘The tribals form 60% of the total population and they are very -backward
in Agriculture. The Package Scheme is 5 b i

.development of their agriculture and stepping in food production. There

are 41 villages with 101 hamlets. - The total area under- cultivation i$
-18,612.00 acres only and 8/4 of the ares is covered by forest, = - -

© The Panchayat Samithi has been conve-rted into Tribal i)evelopment
Stage I Block from 1-4-1965, : ' 0 : '

Topography.—The ares of the Block is purely dry with. Agriculture as
main occupation. "The soils are-of red and san Iy loams irrigated by tanks
and wells. The main crops are paddy, Tobacco, Chillies, and Jowar. The
Block is having more forest area and hills, The wealth of wild animals is
less in the' forest. o -

) v'CrOps.—.;Parddy is the main crop sown over an‘extent of 8,176 acres .
including dry paddy. - - oo T T

The areus under different Major-crops are shown belsw. .

: . Acres.. .
1. Paddy (including - dry) - S 6,176.00
2. Tobacco Desi T 1,282.00;
8." Chillies irrigated N 73500
. 4. Jowar s e 865.00
5. Pulses .. 0 . ., AT 687.00
6. Others like, ‘Horségram, gingelly, Ragi',-.etc, SRR 8,917.00

Total C’ulﬁvatgd area ... ‘i 13,61200

e Y

- Simple Crop Production Plans.—All the crops Paddy, Tobaceo, Chillies -
Banana, Sugarcane and fruit ¢crops ' T

have heen covered under the scheine, -
. All the a;g?ri"eul'turél holdings are covered and simp],
plans have heen prepared. During the -year 1063:64—

€ crop production
ond 1965-66=x1,004 plans have been prepared out of whi

946, 1964-65-~940
¢h 628,650 and 700

80

o
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for member participants in co-operative societies. - Much work has beeit
envisaged in :conducting demonstrations to depict all package. practices.
Demonstrations have been laid both composite and manurial, and special
plots under U.S.A.LD.:in the private cultivators heldings including tribals,
on ‘paddy, ‘chillies and the economics of yields have been explained to. the
farmers in detail.. : T T e

o . Type of demonstrations. Special under Addiﬁoﬁai
" Yeaf. © . Composite. ‘NPK. USA.LD. - yidd over
s Te L o I control... .
1962:68 U PO A
1068:64 Paddy .. 2 . 2 . 1 . 8 Mds,
1964-65 Chillies - <+ 6. . ..

holdings have been,_studied and maintained whole farm plans and records
to assess the:loss ‘and profit farm management. unider the scheme.

...... : Ye&i‘-. . e - ) ‘.. No’: of whole

Linn S - «= " farm plans. )
LT ieenes: s oiee o e B Holdings. o
e - 196864 .. TS ~ ..15 Do :
196465 .. .. 15 Do
“1965-86 .. Yoo .. 9 Do

: ”i‘he Fy1eld3 of Package crops “are increasing gradually year aftér yem in
commensugate with- the application of manures in combination with erganic;
manures. Most of the ryots including tribals have been using chémical

manures and getting remunerative yields. '

_ Improved paddy seed.—The need of replacement of paddy seed omee in
5 years has been felt by ryots and the ryots are -coming forward to use
improved: paddy seed.. ' Seed farms have been organised. in” private culti-
vators holdings for multiplication and distribution of paddy. seed. - Besides.
thesé there is a seed multiplication farm maintained by -Agriculture Depart-
ment and the .seed multiplied is being utilised.in_the Block area only.. -

Much propaganda has been made, to raise green-manure crops in"fallow.
lands to have perennial supply of green leaf manure, .. , '
R ‘ Kl_nd oi:' seed. * * Year. . Quaritity procﬁrgd' T
' e e s and distributed: '
v, Paddy . - .. 100364  190Bags..
_ 2. Gieen Magure Seed . .. 1968-64 - :© Bags. -
3, Paddy - . - .. 106465 ~ ~ 176 Bags. . '
4 Green Manure Seed - :. 1964-65 . 6 Bags.
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Soil amples.—Unless thie Soils aré analysed the use of chemical ferti= .
lisers cannot be iitilised fully and get rémunerative yields. :

From the inception of the scheme 650 soil samples have been ‘g':o‘llﬁeetq@
and got analysed for 208 samplés so far, The analysis data is being. com-
municated te the ryots for adoption of the recommendations for follow up
and yields are studied. :

Soil maps have been prepared for each villige and Block and the lioldings
covered under collection of soil samples have been marked. One soil sample
is being collected for each 5 acres of representative field. It ig programmed
to cover all the holdings within a couple of years. i

Chemical Manures~There is much response ffom the farmers muSIng
the chemical manures. Gradually - the ryots are understanding the ise .6

Difrogenous manures in .combination ' with phosphotic and'.potessic in

' ct. The ttibal 1yots also have under-
‘nures and are adopting the same, - :

The following quantities have been utilised- by the férﬁ;eri@'; L

N fihe 1962:68 1963-64, ' 1964-65
Name of the ‘__:,;:._J'.\__;'_’_,\_ — A . AL e
fertilier.  “Kharifl. . Rabi. Kharill, ~ Raph

‘Khiariff, Rabi.

1. Ammonium

Sulphate .. . e sridol 188.559
2. Calcium Ammeo- S :
- hium Nitrate .. . .« - 81.220 .108.664
B s’ o LT S 4643
4. Ammonium

Sulphate Nitrate L . ) ' §6.480

e o PRI

Organie Mdnw'es (Green Manures).—There ls a éeneral practlce ~of
ﬁlp;ply-l.?g °-1§ lar%e doses 05 Organic manures to' the crops: ‘Organic ' ndanures
1%e o1l cakes, farm yar manures, compost whi nonly .used “by.
farmers. In addition ‘to the abov Pen mech are” commonly used by

Y € greet ; ° s il "-._he'm‘_
indigo have also been introduced in th%iiéd? a.nure:: c rogs ke sup-hen p.

_ Plant protection.—There is mnuch response from the farmers in taking
plant protection measures to package crops in f 25% -of the total
Agroson 6oy Laddy:seed was treated with Agrosoh G.N. ‘dosiag 106465 and
;&g-.migrgs-(}élgl. 1s supplied to the ryots to cover 50%, during the current yesr,

e, 1860~ oL - CoC ' D, : A

o by Sengioperated compréssion sprayers-and piwer giayits abe put t6
use by Samithiin taking plant protection measures in cultivators -holdings.

In addition to the above about 20 te available with the rvote
ihc‘lﬂding tribals, - onb, 40 sprayers are avagaplg Aw,xth the ry
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> Itis programmed to supply 40 sprayers to the tribals during 1965-66
on. 259, .subsidy. . ' I .. o :

Frut Plants.~=There: is vast atea left uncultivated _mos!ly possessed
by tribals. Every year fruit plants ate being supplied to them for improving

the fallow land ufider fruit cultivation. Tt is high light that 6,000 mango
grafts have been supplied’ to the tribal ryets and’ got planted in fhief’ fields

fruit cultivation and Rs.'10,000" have been - set apart for-this item of work
during 1965-66 and this. cieates rheans of. subs_i_stppt:c to the poor Koya, ryots
and it is programmed to coyer 1,000 acres under _cashewniit ‘cultivation
evéry year and “it will be a dollar earning enterpris¢ to the tribal ryots.”
. Loans: (1) L. M. S. Loans.—A sum of Rs. 25,000 during khariff -and
Rs 1,28,000 during Rabi 1964-65 has been jssued to ‘the ryots including
tribals for ,.pl_'ll'ch;a.sé of chemical manures. This scheme helped- the fribal

during - 1965-66. Much importance ‘has been given to bring miofe 1and undeér

ryotwho cannot afford to invest'for'purchiase 6f manufes to:. ‘both paddy
and commercial ¢teps. - ' S mTme T
.- e e A : oy R I . -

- ewiliand Improvement Loans~—Muchland is lying uncultivated due to
poverty :of . tribal ryots in levelling the lands -for -proper cultivation. i
tribal - development . grants, -there are’ buge amounts under irrigation and-
reclamation and a sim of Rs. 80,000 has been -utilised for: “advanéing as’
loans for improvement of their tands during 1964-65. . i

11 Bngines. Already there are 128 oil engines in this Block area with.
tk ~ Pefennial hill streems aré flowing in tl.e Block ‘eved  through
the fields. Tt is an asset that 10 oil engines have besn issied to tlie ryots
during 1964565 including tribals “both from. Community Development
and tribal Development grants. . TR Lo

- L’i’berélised lbanecitfr;-subsiqy scheme.—In view of the most area happend
‘to_be dry there is every necessity to sanction loans for sinking of ifTigation
wells, There -are. already. nearly 150" irrigation-wells.in -the Blogk"area.
-7 "During 1963—645‘20, 1964—65,5 -foa{ns l’-h_a,yc-,beepl,‘__§an¢tigned fq the

~

ryots for, sinking of new irrigtion Wells. . .. . s

o Year - - Noof loans sanctioned. -

- Cigeses - . ML

CCigeses T .o o200

: ‘Othef, _A.c_tfizﬁ'tigs;éi—s_pecial' c'arp.paig’h:s‘ have been launched for suceessful
celebration -of _Vanamaho.wtsx}a,_, glyricidie afid compost ‘Wg_e;ks “and 520-¢om-

post pits got dug during 1964-65.
 General.=Besides the above, afew more ag ?iQu‘l‘tt’ﬁ,i’al}}étﬁ’i’ﬁi'esf’ﬁ&Ye been
taken up and implemen}ted 11‘.1’the' B]ock Wl'th~ gr‘eat g§uceass. X “S:ubs_'érj.p».
tions have been collected under Padipantalu journals and crop.yield compe-

titions, Maximisation plot in 116 acres it ope village was organised ~ with
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Ve

great success and ryots have realised the ‘import:ance of use of p’ackage prac-
tices. Package programme has been impressed very much by tribal ryots.

(2) Poravaran TRIBAL DivEnopseny Brocg: -

and technical control rests with the Project Officer g
the Block Development Officer, at the Block level,

There ate two additional Agricultural Extension Officers, One Addi-
tional Co-operative  Hxtension Officer, three Co-operative Supervisors and.
ten additional Village level Workers under I. A. D. P. in this Block and they
are under the administrative control of the Block Development . Officer as
a part of the Panchayat Samithi. . T - o

. To ensure effective co-ordination the Standing Committees of the Pan-
chayat Samithi will review the Progress 6f I. A. D. P, ot jtg meetings. Villgge
committees were formed in the villages and the committees will scrutiny
the farm production plans, implementation of Package of improved practices
Goc. Setuation of crop yellds by test hatvests in the villages T following
demionstration plots Were laid in the holdings of tribgl cultivators t6 uplift’
the cultivation practices, . . s o

. (1) Whole farms :—Tt represents the organisation of demjonstration -

in. entire holding of ithe cultivator. The Whole farms are -rbéifig organised
-1 tribal holdings to demQI}\sﬁ'&tg the improved practices of Agriculture. ' So
in'their holdings and thu

e 85 and thus they b t he t more yields by applying
c:xemlea-l FHATIEeS, use of improved seeds, use of ful_lgiciéﬁ:é3 éndypaégili)iggdeﬂ
€tc. 3 . . . ) ) T ) ) "" o : : -

. . ‘ —Tt represents the imple; —;ift;ati"e')fi_ i
Gernonstpesion plor e oF sgriculte on paay sepel® plementatiod
_Gemonstration plots were laid in tribal holdines ta < e ed
Practices. So.far 153 compesite de v i to'exhlblt.theme of improved

(8) Lay out of N, P.X ('Nitro Phosii et . 4 o L
vation Plote - NP3 atrogen  Phosph nd Potashic): Obser-
vation Plots ~TheN.P. K. O.bservation If)lo:;lc gvltlai?e P?aiads‘hlicr% tribal-
holdings on Paddy crop to know + e Vol ‘ ptili

sers like N. P. K. So far 80-observation ' e various doses_of fertili-

ok e of A % e W 00 ez pucsed
ments given elow, : oY duantity of fertilizers as per the treats
. 2 40" N 100P. (Ist -obsiervé,’fiieﬁ-_ﬁof;)_ ;
T (

o N + 100P + 100 K (2nd ©observation plot).

~
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So far 2 special type observation plots were organised at Repalliwada
and _Koyarag‘ahmuin‘iy. - The following results were obtained from the
special type of observation plots. T R

1. Control plot 21 bags and 185 Ibs. per acte.

2. 1st observation plot 80 bags and 50 Ibs per acre..
3.- 2nd observation plot 27 bags and 45 Ibs. per acte.

. (5) Preparation of Simple crop production planss The simple ¢érop
production plans will be prepared for each individual cultivators far in advanece
of the season. In these plans all the improved practices of agriculture and
estimated in-put and out-put will be indicatedand also it represents the
eligibility of fertilisers and ctedit requirements. The numberof individual

plans prepared on year-wise.is indicated in the statement enclosed along
with all. othier package information. i

.. The following prog_rammé and c‘,bver_ggé undet major crops grown m the -
B_lo‘ck_« has been érdop'tt_%d; 2 ; o

- e— — ————— e

Percentage of Coverage.
- s A o .

- nut. "7 cane. - and -
g 'vegetables -

rl;earand :eason G"'Ot;ﬂd Paddy Sug‘ar' Banana‘Chzllws- '—" obacc; Fﬂut; .

— e e e ® 0 e

1960-61 = - . = B R
Rabi. - 0 .. . 20 20 .o ..

khpriff. - .. 40 80 . o e e

Rabi. oL 100 .. 50 50 .o e

| 1962:68

© 1965=66

Kheriff: .- 75 60 e e
1962-68. . SRR A - R

Rabi. ‘e 100 - .. . 100 100 ° 100 - 100
196864 - - ) -
“Kheriff. © .. . 100 1000 . P N
1063-64 - o L o _

Rabi. .~ 100 100 - ... 100 1000 100 100
106465 SR . L o
“Khaniff. .. |, W00 100 .o e e
19646 . L S
.Rdlgifs. 10 100 .. o 100 100 - 100. 100

CRharif, . .. 1000 100
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IT TIT BITS

1. The Chenchu (Andha Pradesh) engaged in sathering cliff b
from combs nestling deep inside the Cliff, Fe ascendgé s'cc;res'g Og'fgle};lzﬁez
bamboo rope; the other end of which is. tied to a. tree over the cliff. With

his feet fixed to the rope, holding a torch and a basket in the left | 4
a sharp knife in the right he makes a few forward movements tg ?gal,lc%a{;%i
honey comb, scare away the bees with the torch and collect the contents
after slashing the honey comb. Diring these perilous operations he keeps
none else than his own wife’s brother at the tree end of the rope to safegixa-rd
his intereste. ’ T A

2. The Yarnadi-Seminomad (Andhra Pradesh) Still follows the' mating
system of conjugal life which our eatliest ancestors pmcti‘sed a million and
mote yeats ago. To him mafriage is 4 luxury, thought of the " MOITOW
a strange experietice, and illegitimacy an unnatural stigma. ) )

- 8. .The Koya and his swife Tesents being addressed. in any.-other way
than as *“bdva’” (brother-in-latw) and ¢ Akka” (Sistet).’ o
4 Thé’i’ed,-ic' Aryans ‘practised Po:lyandI!y',-v wife :Ilosi)itality '
(Satyakama and Jaba) and the incident of Swetaketu.

5. It ‘is_sugg’es'i;ed that. the medérn theory of the Evolution- of Man
was symbolised by the Vedic Aryans in the ‘shape of the Avatars, which
commencing from the Matsya (Fish) passed through the stages of Kurma
" (Tortoise) which is a._mphibious animal, Varaha (pi‘g) an entirely land animal,

‘Na;fasi?mha (half lion and half nian) Vamana (Pigniy) the ‘African bushman,
Parasurama, the Stone age fOOdé_gathermg axe mall Raina, the full groim
Homo Sapien wielding the bow_and arrow and leading a well developed cul-

tural life reaches perfection in Krishna Avatar famous for Man’s philesophic
sublimity and diplomatic skill. * Tt is also. presumed that the early man’s
- mdrech to a;gricuiltural{ perfection was Teached only during the Balarama’s
" fime ‘wheén he (Kris;hna’s_Brother)_ wielded a plough as his weapon (Halay-

udha).- _
6. Several nomadic tribes of Andhra Piadesh adjudge criminal and
civil disputes by compelling the partles, as a result.of an age long custom,
to submit themselves to- ordeals or innocence tests like dipping hands in

olding red bot irons, walking on fire. If one of the parties comes

boiling eil, I red ' .
- out, unscathed he 18. innocent ; otherwise culprit. *

time of the Pre-historic man goes back to 1,000,000

- ountry. -Man apes lived between 4 to 1}

lived between 13 1akhs and 10,000 years
6,000 . B:C. ..

-, The space
Vears when apé-mal stalked the ¢
jakhs of years ago- . Homo Sapiens
back. Karliest farms sprang up beyond

X By Countesy of S V- Raghavaich. )
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IIT. OMENS AMONG KEONDS

.. (1) If, when one is on his way to call a doctot 'and he iheets & snake on
his way, He will not complete his érrand, for if ‘he does, .the belief is that
the sick man will certainly die, * The snake represents the stick upon which

_{(2) Either parents of young. taan, before asking for a gitl in marriage,
i tak € ir ice and place them in three different
ittle eartlien pot. The next morning

(4) Ifa hawk happeﬂs %0 rest on a hou iere ¢ is one sick, ¢
" is the anticipa.te:_i”end_.' T e R
. T . :

e L e ng, if he meets a childless
Woman of man who is not _a.ddrl'qt;ea to Smeking, he considers it an ill-omen.

(5) When a man goes out eatly in the mornj

. (8) _W'_ hen a person wishes to borrew some money gnd -heéJrsxa -pa‘r'i’oti
eries * Chia, chia, chia * instead of * Kudisa, Kudisa, Kudisq » ‘he concludes
definetely that he ‘will be unsuecessful in- i . R

his eideavour,
: (7) No body should start on Samfrfday, as Chenni will pe againsé “him
‘and similarly none should start on g Monday, as'this day-is.an eir’li'l-‘aay ; the
other days “are ‘held_ auspicious,” - - ST TR

(8) If people moving from ong place ¢
_a monkey, they value the

: . o aoc U0 aNother come-geross-a bear: or
omen as auspicigus, - A

" (9) It t.}:'ley_fd-’ream-r of an elephant; 1t is auspicious, if they | div,uglge-.t—:l_'le
dream, it is Inauspicious. S G A

(10). If they xdrea.m of a tiger ©r a monkey, famine will light on them.

(11) Tuesdays and 'l’-hui'sda,ys are reé‘kohe,d auspicious days for sowing.

~ (12) Seeds sown on Sundays will bring forth ¢rops fair and in ,a.bundahce'
but they will be destitute of seeds. ) ’

OniCe & man Who i
Erery evoning s pper ¢ on Thuraday, and gongeiig s, 5BLCIu That
eVery evening a tiger came to his house and asked him whe b, i ., +0al
hut .on Thli%shday? .Hekte’ld him that he had ¢
the priest. The tiger asked him to go n to his willoae < e

find out if any body was stil] awalke, gSO the man Zﬁg;fﬁ Xﬁzytl q‘?"lftlydg?f
went in to the v'llllage, and -ret‘-uming TePOTted to the 450 . IZer’s ordefs,

40
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except somé one-in; the: priests house. .. While the. man-was. in, the villa,

o iring, thic tiger had gone away but returned by the time e o oaa

* ‘back and the tiger-gave ‘him- -a pig-for-his-meal:- The man- was rejoiced at

it, and while gll was quiet and.still in the village, the tiger went in, caught
hold of the priest and ate himi' up. Ever since, these people build their lﬁlts\

e Stay onlye ple build }

RN IS

. When a Khond wishes to select anothet locality, he chooses what af
fo be a place likely'to meet his fequirements. ? ; appears

He takes nine grains of rice and lays them in three lines on the selected
spot covering them with a small earthen dish plastered over with cowdung
and earth. The first three grains are for.the- spirit of the soil, the second
linie for Paramashesa and the third line for himself. 011, e sec

On the following day if one of these three lines: is, depleted, which may
easily have done by ants, he understands thereby that the object on te his
settling dotwn' there is attributable to the spirit of the soil, paramashesa or
his_own family. If the ktiond is really anxious to remain in this place, he
“gpplies this test several times until it is successful, The site having been
-decided, the Dihera or the -astrologer: ascertains by the stars which will be
an guspicious day, and on that day a Pillar of the Future house is raised and
its upper portion is painted Wwith saffron. He binds to it a tuft of grass and
worshipping it entteats the blessings and help of Paramashesa and the
spirits of the earth en his hew housé. _ .

The Dehera is again asked to state when the house is to be built and to
be completed. After it has been consttucted, some unleavened ragi is
.- cooked and placed upon a bag before ,{each pillar of the house. The owner
worships the pillars .again, then the children come and eat this ragi, after

which the first cooking ‘takes place inside.

Source: - « The Religion of the Kuvi-Konds ”

-
¢

" by Rev. F.V:P. Schulze, Saluru. °
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1V. Screpurep TrIBES 18y 8TATIS AND Untox TERRITORIES (1961 Crnsus)

Total Scheduled  Percen- Percen-
sl. State Population  Tribes tage to tage to
No. Population. total po- total

' - - pulation  Scheduled
_In_ State. Tribes
‘ Population
m India
(1) (2) (8) (4). (5) (6)
1. Andhra Pradesh 35,983 447 1,324,368 3.7 4.4
2. Assam . oo T1L8T2TT2 2,068,364 - - 17.4 .9
8. Bihar 46,455,610 . 4,204,770 9.1 . 14.1
4. Gujarat 20,633,350 2,754,446 13.8 9.2
5.. Jammul& Kashmir - 3,560,976 - - . .
6. Kerala 16,903,715 . é07;996 1.2 6.7
7. Madhya Pradesh.. 32,372,408 6,678,310 20.6 22.4
8. Madras . 88,686,953 - 252,646 0.7 0.9
9. Maharashtra 39,558,718 2,397,159 6.1 8.0
10. Mysore 28,586,779 192,096 0.8 0.6
11. Orissa 17,548,846 4,223 757 24.1 14.1
12. Punjab 20,306,812 '14,132 0.1 0.1
18. Rajasthan 20,165,602 2,309 447 11.5 R
14. Uttar Pradesh 78,746,401
15. West Bengal 34,926,279 2,088,883 5.9 6.9
16. Centrally Admi-
niste.red.
Territories 7,814,448 . 1,191,996 16.38 4.0
R \_
Total ¥ 488,608,104 29,883,470 6.8 100.00
T Excludes Goa Dieu ang Daman~So'urce~Census of India 1963
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