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DR INKING WATER SUPPLY FOR TRIBALS
OF ANDHRA_PRADESH

Weter is one of the five vital elements of
not only all living beings but also of the nature. Since
time immemorial great cultures flourished and vanished on
the banks bf water sources. In one form or the other water
-plays multifarious roies in the biological growth, agricul_
tural and industrial production, transport and-communiCation
facilities,; releasing of atomic enérgy, ritual purification
etc. Pure water has both preventive and curative qualities,
Conseguently, the health and‘prosperity of a nation are

mainly conditioned by its capability to harness and exploit

the available surface and ground water sources to the
maximum advantage of 1ts people. REspecially, the health of
a population wainly depends upon the purity of the water

available for drinking,

Realising the role of drinking water in the
growth of a healthy nation, Government have been Striving
to develop extensive drinking water sources for providing

protected water to people living .in urban, rural ang
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tribal areas by implementing many urban and rural water
supply schemes. The National Rural Water Supply Scheﬁe
has been extended'to tribal areas also and an amount of
s, 18.70 lakhs was spent by the end of III Five Yez=r Plan.
Inﬁensive endevours were made By various agencies to
provide drinking water facilitles, yet the problem of
drinking water is acute in the tribal villages due.to two
reasons, viz,, geophysical conditions of the tribal areas
and scattered settlement pattern of the villages.” However,
as the programme of sinking wells progressed, certain
field reports indicated non-acceptance of these wells by
the tribals due to customary antipathy to well water and
a combination of other socio-cultural and ritual stereo-
types, prevailing in the varied geo-ethnic milieu of the
tribal‘soqieties, defective construction, improper

location etc.

The present paper 1is a product of this
sijtuation° In this paper it is attempted to conduct a
sweeping assessment of the progress achieved so far in
providing drinking water facilities to the tribals and
illustrating their utilitarian role by condicting case
study of the programme in Addateegala Tribal Development

Block of East Godavari District. --However, the role of



gocio~cultural factors either in the sugcess or in the .
failure of the programme is explained with the help of
case studies conducted in various parts of the tribal
arezs of the state so as to isolate these socio—cultﬁral
_barriers-and carriers that hinder or help the processes

of implementing the programme.

THE HILL PEOPLE AND TEEIR HaBITAT:

" The habitations of the present day tribals
provide a typical surviving example of the small groupi
habitations of our ancient times invaeriably located near
a water source. The thatched nuts, constructed with . .
locally available bamboo snd timber, whose size ard shape
vary from the rectangular huts of Gonds of Adilabad‘to the
16ﬁg and linear compartmental hutments of the Savaras of
Srikakﬁlam district are either constructed nedr a natural
lake or a-fast flowing hill stream. Either perched on a
hill slope or camouflagd in a jungle clearing or tucked
in a valley beiow, the cdﬁrse of running streams and rivers
and rivylets decide the pattern of cpnstructioﬁ of the

_ people
habitations of the triball However, Crude Wells dug with
the expertise of a tribal water diviner some times serve
both as a supplementary and major source of drinking

watér for the inhabitants.
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Of the 13.24 lakhs of Scheduled Tribes in
the State, 5.31 lakhs are found living in 24 Tribal Develop-~
- ment Blocks which cover most of the 11,895 sq.miles of
Scheduled Areas of forest and hillﬁ tracts of the eight
districts of the State. The 4,346 Scheduled Villages
whieh are mostly multi-ethnic; in composition are locatéd
in Scheduled Areas. Gonds, Kolams and Pradhans of Adilabad
district, Chenchus of Nallamalai hills of Mahboobnagar and
Kurnool District, Koyas and Hill Reddis of Warangal, Khammanm,
West and éast Godavari Distriects, Bhagathas, Valmikis,
Kotias and_Kohda Doras of Vij’akhapatnam District and the
Savaras and Khonds or Jatapus of Srikakulam District are
the major tribal groups mostly living in forest and hilly
areas. Sugalis, Yerukulas and Yehadis are the plains living
tribes found through out the state. In the undulating
terrain of the tribal areas starting from the forest
COVered hill ranges of Adilabad District to the gig-gig
chain of great Eastern Ghats spreac in West and East
Godavari, Visakhapatﬁam and Srikakulam Distriet water-
table is found at varying depths. The differential depths
of underground water and the rocky erusts some times
restrict the successful sink_ing“ of wells and striking

water at reasonable depths.
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Surface water is avsailable throughout the

year in some of the perénnial rivers and their tribﬁtarieSe
The Godavari with its tributaries like Penganga and
Kaddam in Adilabad District and Kinnersani and Sabari- -
flowing in East-and West Godavari ﬁistricts and Warangal
District, Machkund and Gosthani rivers in Visakhapatnam
District, and Nagavali and Vamsadhara, Mahendra Tanaya and
Swarnamukhi in inKakulam District &are the major perennial
rivers flowing ffom the undulating slopes and the broad
valleys belows %onstituting soufces‘ofAdrinking water for
tribals living on their banks. Besides these perennial
rivers i@gﬁmerable seasonal rivemlets and hill streams

aléo flow through/ggzgietribal areas providing drinking
water to tribals during rainy seasoh and early winter.
Though there 1is ébugance of water resources y=t there is
generally scarcity of drinking water. This is probably gdue
to extreme seasonal variatioﬁs in tribal areas.These

rivers and hill streams either have dirty flood waters
dufing rainy season or mostly dryup or retain stagnant
pools of water in the hot months of summer. Further, the\
leaf fall from the nearby forest trees and the soil '
eroded from hill slopes contaminate the waters of these
streams and rivers and make them unhygienic for drinki

ng
purposes.



As the tribals of all the areas are mostly
accustomed to drink water from these fast flowing.rivé;s
and streams they fell essy vietims to many water borne
communicable diseases like.Diarrhoea, Dyéentery, Typhoid,
Cholera etc. It is. therefore essential that protected
‘wéter is arranged for the tribals on an exclusive and in-
tensive way in order to save them from these dewstating

diseases.

Drinking Water Wells are orovided in Tribal
areas under different scheumes by different agencies. Prior
to the introduction of Community Developmeat Programme
drinking water faciiities were provided by the Revenue
Department and Distriét Boards. At present funds are
provided by different agencies viz., Panchayat Raj, Social
Welfare and Tribal Welfare Departmentsfor construction

of drinking water wells in tribal areas.

During the previous three plans, funds were
provided for drinking water sﬁpply to Scheduled Tribes
along with the other development programmes. The expendi-
ture incurred under drinking water supply for the welfare
of scheduled tribes during the previous plans is given
belows



FExpenditure incurred
under R.W.5.5. for
Scheduled Tribes
(Rupees in lakhs).

CFirst Plan .. ... 3.08

Third Plan e o 6.92

. The expenditure on Rural Water supply was
more in P5& Plan period when compared .to other two plans. -
The expenditure under this head during the %@@’plan period

was reduced due to national emergency.

" The Physical targets and achievements under

R.W.S.Schemes for the Welfare of Scheduled Trihes during

II and III Plan Periods are furnished below:

Physical - Physical
targets. achieveménts,
SECOND PLAN: | ,
Andhra Region : 150 116
Telangana Region 110 109 -
THIRD PLAN:
Andhra Region 725 - 725

Telangana Region 396 B . 396



During II Plan ﬁeriod apart from the 109
newly constructed drinking water wells,“§76 0ld wellsewere
rebaiped as against the target of'lOl wells in Telangana
region. During the IIT Plan peried  the achievemeants were

cent perceent 1in both the regions.

By the end of III Plan 24 Tribal Development
Blocks were functioning in the Scheduled Areas of the
State covering an area {of 11,595 Sq.miles} with a Scheduled
Tribé population of 5.31 lakhs. ThéSe blocks are PrOvided
with additional funds for the intensive alround develoﬁﬁent
of Scheduled Tribes and Scheculed Areas. The programme of
drinking water sﬁpply has been taken up»intensively Siﬁbe
.the inception of these blocks along with the other Qevglop_
ment programmes by -way of sinking of wells, conStruégygf'

cisterns on hill streawms etc,

DRINKING WATER SUPPLY IN ADDATERGALA T.D.BLOCK

In order to study the various aspects of
drinking water supply,Addateegala T.D.Block of East
Godavari District was selected for conducting case study
as this Block has been the recipient of many drinking
water programmes implemented by various agencies viz;9

Ex-kgeney District Board, Revenue Department, Social



Welfare Department, Rural Water Supply ‘Scheme, Ccmmuni'ty -

Development and Tribal Develepment Blocks.

‘ éprinking_water may be supplied:maialY-:
._rhrough o ' '
' 1 Dlgglng of drlnqug water wellso-
2 Installatlon of hand pumpsets.'

3 Constructlcn of overhead tanks and .
channellslng the water through plpeS._

_Water from & nearby passing streams or r1ver or tan& may -
be. pumped and stored in a over head tank to channelise the
same through plpeaﬁqg;agzenormous economic- task. Installa;
tlon of a s1ngle pumpset though less costller when compared
to dlgglng of a well may not meet-the requlred quantum of
water to all v111agers at a tlme. Hence the only easy way
out of the problem is dlgglng of a drlnklng water well in
eV@PY v111age. In general the various sources of drlnklng
water in Addateegala T.D.Block have been broadly Classlfled
1nto tradltional and new sources of drlnklng water and the—lr
-relative pOpularity among ‘the tribals is assessed along
with the reasons for the acceptance of a partlcular Source

and reJectlon of another - even thxough both the Sources have

the same functlono



THE_ BL@CK° Addateegala block is 51tuated in East

Godavarl Dlstrlct. It 1s b@ugded by parts ef Chlntooalll
: :' the
and RaJavemmangl T, D Blocks 1n/East Rampachodavaram

Maredunilli (E.D. Blocks) and Korukonda- (C.D.Block) on - the

~the- -
';Nest Sankavaram and Pedapuram (C D B ecks) on/South and

-;egBhadrachalam (T D llock) and rlver Slleru (Orlssa State) _Q

yheff.-'

. l_f@n/Nerth- The Block 15 a lgng and narrow stretch of 1and-j

"3-con31st1ng of hllls dnd ferests of the Eastern ghats,-

: ‘eThe communlcetlen fa0111t1es 1n the block are inadeQuate.--.q

T

. /,

) | Thls block con51sts of 333 v111ages of Whlch
154 are uninhablted_and hav1ng 52 Panchayats coverlng an
area- of 560 Sq miles serv1ng 40 436 populatlon.. Thls block
wa's started on lst Aprll 1962 and Samlthl was formed on -

f1st September 1962 '

_ ' ‘ The trlbal populatlon of thls block 1s |
530 057 and the predom;nant trlbes are Konda Reddls,_zv
;??FOYas, Kammaras, Valmlkls and Konda Doras. The non-; .
'gtrlbal pe@ple dwelllng in. Addateegala block are Kapus, ;Niﬁgu

‘Brahmlns, Kammas; V alsyae, Musllms, Har13ans and

' Patnaiksaf;lm;"f-z;_gjg '3?¥,:;ﬂ
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SOURCESOF DRINKING WATER:  The sources of drinking

o]

water in Addateegala block may be categorisedainto two-
/traditional and % medern. Hill streams and indigenous
wells comeé under the first category. Samithi wells, .

Revenue wells (R.W.S), Wells maintained by Ex=Agency

o Dlstrlct Boards, Pipes (Protected Water Supply) and Hand

pumps fall under the second category Traditional sources
of drlnklng water are still found in existence along with
modern sources. Number of sources and number of Vllldges-

served by each source is given below:

Sl. . No.of villages
No. Source Number served
1. Hill Streams 30 150
2. Indigenous wells 48 48
3. Samithi Wells - 39 ‘38
4. Revenue Wells 39 39
5. Ex=Agency Dist. ;- '
Board Wells. . . 11 8
6. Pipes(Protected 7 ' 1
water supply)
7« Hand Pumps 2 . A 1

.........
<
- .
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It is evident that the tgaditional sources
viz.,, hill streams and indigenous wells are serving ;
majority of the villages (198) in the block whereas the
modern sources are serving only 87 villages eventhough
they are greater in number. The analysis further indicates
that the traditional sources though less in number are
éerving more villages i.e., at the rate of more than 2
villages per source whereas the modern sources though more
in number are serving less number of villages i.e., at the
rate of one village per source. However, traditional‘
sources suffer from a serious draw back when compared to
~the modern sources in the guality of the water they
provided, Traditional sources provide only unprotected
water whereas modern sources provide protected water angd
consequently have less coverage. Therefore it 1s

under
necessary to bring more number of villages amd/modern
sources of drinking water supply. Further, out of 89
wells in ekistence, 50 wells (39 Revenue wells plus 11
wells under Ex-Agency Board) were constructed prior to
C.D, apd the rest (39 Samithi wells) were constructed
after the introduction of C.D.Programme. Prior.to the

introduetion of Community Development Programmes, the

drinking water wells were dug by the Revenue Department
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and Ex-Agency District Board in the following villages.
DR INKING WATER “YELLS CONSTRUCTED BY REVERUE
DEPARTMENT AND EX AGENCY DISTRICT BOARD TN
ADDATEEGALA BLOCE. '

e T R T R o T T

S1. s No. of Out - Funds Year of
No. Village Drinking of Depart- source constru-
Water . use ment : ction.
Wells.
“le = =9 - - . - - - 3- - = =4- -~ =5~ - - - . 6+ - - =7- <~ -
1. Thimmapuram 2 .. Revenue-I 10 .year 2953 .=
: ' well
Scheme

Ex-Agency _ N.A, 1920195
Dist.Board-I

2. Uppalapadu 1 1 Revenue 10 year 1952195
- well Scheme
or Agency

RWS

3. Matlapadu 1 1 - 99 1858
4, Gondolu 1 1, 'y 1949
5. Bodlanka 1 co a4 33 1949
6. Venkatanagaram 1 e 99 ' 99 1960
7, Pagnampet 1 or 93 59 1906
8. Bheewmudupalem 1 ce 99 39 1931
9. Addateegala 3 1, )5 1905(1)

_ : . 1930(2)
10.Arigeru 1 ce 9y . 1947
11.Bheemavaram 1 1 . 99 1948
12.Uligogula 1 ce 99 59 1961
13.Anukulapalen 1 ca g9 59 1961
14.Turgamadugule 1 1 - 5 1959
15.Duppalapalen 1 oo g 5 s 1918
16, Panasalapalen 1

299 SRR 1948 -.47
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1. 2. 3 4, a. e. 7o
'17.Rayapalli 1 .. Revenue 10 year 1929

' well

_ scheme
18.Devaramadugula 1 1 39 . 1957
19.Rajavaram 1 oe 93 e 1957
20, Lakkonda 1 R, s 125%-57
21.Goragamni 1 ce 33 N ’s - 1957
22, Nellipudi 2 e g - 1951(1)

~ g : - 1918(1)
23.Loddipalen 1 e g9 - T 1957
24.Chinnampalem 1 o 9y - g9 1959-60
25.Bayanapalli 1 . 99 . . 1959-60
26.Paridrapadu 1 D 5 3 1952-53
27.Vemulova 1 ae 99 g9 1955
28.0zubada 1 v 99 93 1958.-59
29,.Jaderu 1 59 ) 'y 1958
BO;Pedagarshapadu 1 o 39 59 1955
31.Jizzapalem 1 ce s s 1958
32.Pandrapotipalem 1 ee 93 - 1957
33.Amudslabanda 1 ae g9 99 1955
34.Surampalen 1 1 5, 59 1957
35.Mulleru 2 ce 93 - 1928

1948

,36.Gangavaram 1 ce 93 ’9 195152
37.Nimmalapalem 2 1 59 1960(1)

' 1909(1)
A38°Jaggampalem 1 . 99 1918
39.Rajupetaloddi - 1 s 99 9 1928
40.Kothadu 1 co 93 55 1951-52
41.Pidatamamidi = 1 ce s - 1947
42.Yetipalli 1 oo 99 39 1965
43.Lingavaraim 1 .o 99 o - 1958 .
44 . Barrimamidi 1 es 5y s ‘1056

1

45.,Marripalem co 59 ys 1950
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Of the 51 wells constructed about one fifths -
of the wells fell into disuse due to vagied reaSOnS.t.For_

exemple, in villages situated by the side of Yeleru and

Kamneru hiIl streams the strem water is preferred to well
in .
water for various reasons mentioned/the conecluding pages

of the paper. Similarly in Addateégala one well was nét
utilised by the villagers as its water is brackish in

taste,

The following 35 villages are having

Drinking Water Wells after the introduction of the Block,

Village Number
1. Dokkapalen -

2. D.Ramavorra
3. Chinna Addateegala
4, Vetamamidi
5. Metlapalem
6. Utlapalem

7. Yedullakonda
8. Rajampalem
9. Rachapalen
10. Cheedipalem
11. Yendapalli
12. Atchaiahpet
13. P.Erragonda
14. Badagam

15. Somannan»alem

N R N R IR i e i e S R o
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16, D.Krishnavaram

17. Domyaupalem

18. Ravulapalem

19. Dakodu

20. Bandamamidi

21. Chinavadisikarra
22. Addateegala

23. Ramuladevapuram
24, Peda Yerrapadu

25. Pedamuna Kanagedda
26. Veeravaram

27. Rajavaram

28. Nellipudi

29. Anuxulapalem

30. Chodavaram

31. Yerramreddipalem
32, Mulasalapalen

33. Burugupalem

34. Yendapalli Ramaram
35. Kusumarai

T B I i acan M a

—— -~

All these wells were constructed by Samithi and the

funds met out from R.W.S.

The year-wise progress of drinking water

wells in this block is given below:
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1963 . 4 S
12 10
Co1ees . a4
‘e 3
e g
| 1968 L . _ | - | 13‘

. Total:™ _-'36_

It is found that during the yearsl964 and 1968‘the-pfo:1f
- @fémmé of drlnklng water wells recelved apnrec1able 1mpetus |
-and in the rest of the years suff1c1ent attentlon was

not paid to drlnklng_water supply.

There are 64 villages which are'in direct
need- of drlnklng water wells. Out of 64 v1llages 18
villagés are 1nbluded 1n.Drought Rel1ef Master Plan which
.env1sagesrconstructlon of 17 wells. As thls block is
having géﬁd'potentiaiity for deveioping drlnklng water
sources a systematlc planm&v ‘have to be drawnout for

prov1d1ng drlnking water wells to the remalnlng v*llages.

EUNDB: - Expéﬁ@ituré»fdr‘drinking water supply is

met fr@m s Da, C. D., S.W. 5 “and equallsatlon grants,



- 18 =

Year-wise expendlture on drlnking watex wells 51nce
1ncept10n of Samlthl is as follows.

tlon. ._i . o Welfare; .

fleéaesg*t148§6_ B 7S P eI Agiéggei»,‘ L
- 1964-65 11967 . 18644 R ST
'"léosgéoxe17427,.:-:.469l}“ S ’.2ooo_t_',{_':.f}5¢j
- 1966-67. 16844 . 10614 = © e 2000
1967-68 .. . 34907 - D i'}f

" 1968-69 130613 oL
’(30 11, 68) S o

- Total: 63088 '113357 : 28000 . 2000 .

-..—-—__._....-»_—.—..._._‘—-___—.———— - - = -

It ‘3 ev1dent from the table that the funas

are not prov1ded Lelther unlformly por suff1c1ently to

'5‘;tah1e thls very important ba31c need of the tribs Is of

“the block * The inaﬂequacy of the allottment is oleur
nfrom the fact that only 36 wells were constructeu over>
& period Of 6 Yeers. Consequently, about 200 tribal

_v1llages are stlll dependlqg upon the unrelllble and,

unhyglenlc"&(mumcwg>water anllable:ln the traditiona]



-17 -
:i*5uurcés'uf drtnaing~w§terllike hﬁll-stream; and cruée
indigeHOus wells. The meagre allocatlon is a1l _the moere
Slgnlflcant in the context of .the top prlorlty in the
.formulatlon of five year plan programmes ‘which resulteﬁ
'1n the . defeat of the exten51on slogan -~ one well one

’_;cooperatlve and one school for -each v1llage.

Now w1th this brlef descrlptlon of the phy31cal_
targets achleved and flnances 1nvolved in the prov131on of
drlnklng water wells in the trlbal areas. of the State in
general and Addateegala Trlbal Development Block in par -
tlcular, let us 1llustrate the soc1o~cultural barrlers i

and carrlers that are- to be taken 1nto con51deratlon ln

o the process of launchlng the constructlon programme of

drlnklng water wells in- the tribal areas w1th the helo ‘
of illustratlve case studles conducted 1n vorlous T.D BlOcKSp.

- Thls helps to throw l1ght on- certdln cruclal human.

- sltuatlons Wwhich are to be - guaged properly for the frult-

ful lmplementatlon of one of the most important amenity
schemes of development and glve clues to the factors
that ‘are to be’ taken into consideratlon both at the time

of planning and at; the time of executlng tne Scheme,

el



4zter 1s one of the basic blological needs of
the human beingg whatever may be their Yabitat. It not
only satiates thé thirst but also fulfils the ritual
role because similar to the plains people, the tribals
also use water for ritual purposes. As it is one of the
basic constituents of the body possessing purificatory
énd health-giving yualities, its source and use are con-
ditioned by ceftain taboos which are in turn the procducts
of prevailing social norms and ritual practices of the
society. It is in this context that the receptivity of

drinking water wells by the tribels was studied,

In general the tribals prefer to construct
their habiltations near a pérennial stream so that waﬁer
is within their easy reach for drinking, cooking, washing,
purification, and irrigation purposes. The tribals are
traditionally accustommed to draw water from the hill
streams, especially those 1living in the coastal
ﬂistficts of the State. In the interior districts
where hill streams are less in number underground water
is tapped by digging a well. Even in these areas water
from hill streams is preferred to well water for

drinking, cooking and rituyal purposes,

~
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Until the introduction of deve lopment prog;ammes
no organised effort was made to construct pucca wells for
providing protected water to the tribals, except in some
areas where thé Social Service Department and Revenue
Departmeﬁt had constructed a few drinking water wells here
and there, But many wells that are dug during the Plan
periods are not utilised by the tribals contrary to the
expectations as both planners énd executives generally
failed‘to take cognizance of prevailing drinkingiwater
habits and the socio-cultural milieu besides inherent

constructional defects.

The pocial stratification,characteristic of the
plains society,also penetrated the tribal society along
with the associated restriction of drawing water from the
same source commensirate with the social status enjoyed by
various groups. taboo on acceptance of cooked food from
low status groﬁp by higher status group etc. However, the
ritual sanctity associated with this custom of the plaing
people seems to be absent from the tribal concept of r
status and associated norms of behaviour and practices ip
the exchange of cooked foods @nd drawing water from the
same sdurCeq Further a plains caste group which has

traditional stigma attached to it remains to enjoy the

[y
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same status even when the group migrates ‘to tribal areas’
also and the tribals refuse to give them equal statnsf%é ’
.1s ev1ﬁent from an 1nc1dent in RaJanrdm v1llage of
.Addateegala Block in whlch people belonglng t@ a tradl-
tionally _Stl;gmat;sed plains caste were not allowed to draw
) _waﬁer from the well from which the Koyas of the village

- were 'Valgso ‘drawing water indicating that the social. dis-.
tinctions of'plains origin are ergépihg into @he tribal
society also. Similar cases Qf‘obsérving social distine-
tions based én stigﬁa attached to;?,pafticular castg‘people_
are repbrted from Patamata Narsanuram of'Khammam.Diétfict
In which the Nayakpods“ébstaineﬁ from drawing,ﬁaterﬂfrom

a pucca well conStructed by Soc1al Welfare Departaent for
the common use of Nayakpod trlbals and HdriJans. Such
‘cases of ethnoacentrlc behaviour on the part of the tribals
requires a careful handling of the sitaation as this |
behav1our stems from social status con51derat10ns rather
'-than from a wmyth of ritual purity. As 1t»tgkes Some mote
tlme for the 1gnorant trlbals to realise the full
1mpIICat16nS of obséfving group sapefiority, fhe prdgrammes\
11ke digging Of drlnklng water wells should be sklllfllly
planned by taking the social group as the unit insteagd

of the village or the area as has been the practice so
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as to avoid unnecessary friction, and tension among the
] ; &

various ethnie.gTOupesof the ‘village.

Another ma jor factor that is to be ‘taken 1nto

con51deratlon is . the drlnklng water hablto of the’ t”lBals,»

eSPe01ally those 1iving near perennlal streams, Sprlngs
. tribals ~

rivers, . rlvulets etc., as/11v1ng on rlver31de txxbmix are

tradltlonally habltuated to drlnklng water from_runnlng '

' waters. In such v1llages prov151on of drinking water Well

_iS.bound to be a failur
For example, the tribals in Kothavalasa

e as it~ 1s net a felt need of the

beneficiaries°
village in,Arekq Tribal‘PeVelOpmeﬁt_BlQCK-repused to use .
water'frOm the drinking water well dug by the Block as they
, beliéve-that the water. in the well is. stagnant and unsultable
- for. drinking and cooklng purposes in contrast to the Sprlng

3water~avallable near the V1llage. "Thougn the.vlllagers
did not utlllse the drlnklng water Well they'fullﬁ |
accepted the drlnklng water c1stern constructed on the
sprlng as the spring water is not. stagnant. Further, the. ’
repeated drawing of water from a well is very difficuit

‘,for washlng clethes and the . trlbals are accustomed to
wash thelr clothes when they go for fetchlng drinking
Water>from stream W1thout e any néed for p&ﬁhlng Watero
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The motor habits of the tribal people are not

<

conducive fer the 1ntroductlon of rope and bucket because

the tribals living in the vicinity of streams are accustomed

to either directly £i1l the container from the stream or
pick water in small quantitles with the help of gourd

ladle from small pond in 2 hill stream. They do not have -

any idea of manufacturlnn indizenous bucket either Of .
palm leaf: OT metal unlike the plains people who have
palm leaf buckets oOr metal buckets. 1In I.otha-

Block, VlsaAhaoatnam and Ponjada

thelir own

valasa village of wriuklu
pampeta Blocks _rikakulam District, the vells ere

ipal villagers are

not uged as trl
¢+ from deep wells with the nelp of bucket and rope.

But they used to collect water from

in Seet
not accustomed to draw

wate
drinking water cisterns

as it does not reguire 2 bucket and a rope and has the
vantage tphat the wa
Tnus it neither rejuires change in

added ad ter is directly fed by a nill

stream OF spring-

motor habits nor any expenditure on bucket and rope and
gives the satiSfactio¢ that the water 1S fresh from the .
running water strgam,
nven 1n villages which are not situated on
stream‘or pereqnlal source of water and where

any hill
re accustomed to draw water from

the vyillagers a
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1nd1genous wells tha“ pucca wells constructed by development

o

functionaries fell 1nto disuse as the wells were not cleared

of the debris like cement, lime, brick-bats, send, mud ete.,

which fell into the well during construction work. In
Chompi village of Araku Block, a well was constructed long
time back; but it has not been utilised for drinking
purposes as the contractor did not clear the constructional

debris from the bed of the well. The villagers could not

clear the well as they were not accustomed to deep water

diving and as such afraid of diving in recently introduced

we 11. S

'guperstitious beliefs sometimes prevent tribsals

from utilisiﬁg the benefits of a well intentioned well,
sut if the village 1S blessed with a progressive leader
the guperstitions beliefs caﬁ bd_dispelled and the well
can be brought under use. In K9r§i Viliage in araku block,
a well was GUE py.a @entractor during the Y%.P.Ps period.
Before digging the well the contractor promised to saeri=
fice a goat to Gangamma, Goddess of water, if he strikes-
But wheﬂ the eontractor could actually strike

he did not fulfil his vow. <Consequently the

waters

water,

¢ripals fearing the wrath of Gangemma, did not utilise

the water from the well for three years. But the
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Sarpanch of the village, inspite of his’being a tribal,

mobilised the people in order to avoid the wastage of the
well water by allaying the fears of the villagers by

drinking the well water first after baling out the simedn
w;ter‘ Havlng been convinced, the villagers followed -the
example of thelr jeader and are now using the water of the
well. Such enllghtened leaders should be spotted even

'before the introduction Qf an innovatioen for facilitating

the smodth introduction.
e river banks or stream banks are

. Further, t.

theﬁmeetlng places for the women folk of the village for

exchange of views and news of the village and surrounding
The tribals ar
the bush in the neighbourhood and clean their utensils

and wash their
g water tO thelr respective hemes. But this sort

areas. e also accustomed to -defecate behind

lothes in a group near the stream before

carryin
ot rous obit canmot belsimaltdmegusly perforied by the
villagers in view of the limited area of girth of the
well and its plinth ared. Fetching of water from the
streams gilves an opportunity to take a leisurely stroll
either in the evening or in morning along with other
age-mates indulging in free exchanges of jokes and
pranks which ig only possible in the idyllie outskirts



S

©of the village in contrast to the drinkins water wells

(—.

Whlch are generally dug, very near the habitation or in the N

hes rt of the V111ages, thus prov1d1ng no opportunlty to
escape even for a few mlnutes from the monotonous Vlllage

vlsurroundlngs. But even the wells thnt are. dug near hill
streams away fr@m the V1lla”e fell 1nto disuse as the
call of the fast flow1ng hlll streams is too alllrlﬂg to
reSlSt the temptatlon to hdve qulck dip. w1thout g01qg
through the drudgery of pulllng water fron the well_

h ene. dlp the who

reall, whereas thlS pleasant feeling will

Moreover7 w1t le body can be haonlly
submerged in a st

ssing 1f water 1s PO
These factors 301ntly and - severally

be mi ured 1n small quantltles by --
draw1n€ from a well-
the dlsuse of drlnklnn water wells in

- are respon 1ble for
Pitta Mamidlvalasa and‘Panl Ranganl, Pottang1 and
ku BlocK as the wells in these blocks dre

. of -tlaéz Ara
51tueted near perennlal streams or springs. But some .
prlngs and streams are not perennial. As ‘soon
trlbdls t

for & lonv perlod the wells become

as they dry up the urn to wells and by that.time
se of ngnuse

becau
mately becomln

g breeding peols of mosquitoes

sfinkyvultl

!
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Thus the wells which are intended to protect the tribzls

from water-born diseases become the actual sources of the

seme - diseases.
Ritually tue water from flowing rivers and

streams is clong used for ritusl baths, ceremonial clesn-

ing and immersion during the rites de-passage and village

festivals. This sacred role df water further attracts
the tribals %c'flowing streams instead of well water if
oo former source is within tleir reach. Its taste also
has a definité hearing upon the preference for a
particulpr soufce. Some times well water is slightly
saline and bréckish whereds the stream water is invariably
devoia‘of these distasteful qu.lities.’

- Well Watéf i nof conducive for Juick and
easy cooking especially of pulses. There is also a
£ that rice cooked wit

ish snggesting 'spirit possession' of

comolaih h water from certain wells
is becoming redd
The well 1R ¥
ed due to this reason only. Added to this,

.cara village of Araku T.D.Block

the weéll.
was'abénﬁon
mar: committed suicide in the well which further con-

a wo
pelief of the villagers and onee again

rirmed the
forced £he yillagers to depend upon &pring water flowing
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neer the village. Similarly at YetupalPi village ir,

ufdateegala T. D Block ‘the . drlnklng water well was not

utlllsed for drlnkln purovpses as llme stone was, struck
The well ,

in the well bed and tié water was not potable.

is not completely abandoned as 1t 1s used Por washldg

The deoth at ‘which the water table ls found

3urp@ses.
D@her theﬂ_

nas a bearlnD upon the freJuency of 1ts use.
well fewer the users. ~If a hlll streéam is runnlno negr
such a. well rio trlbal would like to take the trouble of_

draw1no water from. these deep wells,
Aqother hurdle inhthe’COnstant use of drinking

wells is the lack of tlmely repalrs and cl eanldg

,'water
g-rainy season ‘when: heavy down pour *esults

espec1a11y 61r1n
in collaOSe of parapet wall and internal .stone revetment

In Klloguda the paraoet wall and platform of the well
were washed -away as the water in. the well 1s almost to

People are washlng thelr clothes. by

the surface 1evel.
f two feet deep in the plat@orm so that

digging @ Dlt o
wéall water may enter the pit and facilitate ‘the easy

- washing of the clotheS and in the process maklns the well
water uSelessafOT dr;nklng and cooking purpesesa



Thoueh huse sums have gone down the drams water._

could ‘not be struck in some places espec1a11y in trlbal

Vlllages of Utnoor T. b. Block. uach well is dug: at cost

ranging from m 20, OOO/— to. 60 OOO/— and ever more,"The -
few wells in wh1uh water 1s Struck are drylng up in S
The Slbudtlon 1s all the’ more revecllnflln

slmmer season°
predlct1on of the 1nd1genous water Aev1ners

, the context ef
e whe sald that the spot selected

'-esne01ally of Gead trlb
by.off1c1als on the expert adv1ae of geolo 1st 1s unsult—
_able for s1nk1ng ‘

The b1° paplng holes fou
) and the scanty water found in the

well: as there 1is no water table u16er—

_ Neatho nd in Bu51metta and
#ah..goan (nedr Gunjals
at Jalnoor are examples of technlcal mis -

well of- P H-V-
letion of the concerned executlve cau51ng lrrephlrable

V-calCu
'dama e to. the rep
w1th the execution of these wells.

utation of the englneers ‘and geoloulsts
Further5 the-

}entrusted
poslng perll to the lives of " cattle .and

‘open holés 3are

hlldren who unw1tt1ngly fall 'into these death traps'.

)TIONQ'

.SULGE‘ _
However strong may be attachment ef the tribal

to the fast flOW1na waters of pereunlal streams, tnere is

need for dlvertlng him from the stream water as they are

@ain source@ of many water borne diseases viz.,
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'Typh°id3.cholera, Malarie,'Jaundieé Dy%eﬁtery Diarrhoes
[E3R $18 ,

' suddenly disgending uvon a village'with.a olan to d1»~
a well, it is necessary to make it a felt need by e”ucatleg'
the peonle by auﬁlo-v1sual aids about advantages of the

protecteﬂ water from the wells in contrast to the Streams
| i.e.

and dlrty ponds.i After conv1n01ng them,/after dOlng
suff1c1ent spade work for the 1ntrodu0tlen of drlnklng
water well it is essential to study the soclal system of
the people esoec1ally tradltlonal inter-group relathﬂShips
existing 1n“t¢e aulti-ethnic v1llages’and avoid social
ténsionsfand intergéroup frietions by previding welle,on

the basis Of the aroun-relationé”prevailing in the Villagea _

Where v1llage society is so¢1ully stratlfleﬁ into hloh

‘and 1ow grouns, 1t is aﬂv1sable to prov1de Separate Wells
n

. ach communlty or group of communltles depenﬂlnc upon
for e | P

inter-tribal water taboos,
In plaees where cisterns are preferred- to ﬁélls,

1 cessary to prefect the construction of these

it is necessary 10 | i e
1até ¢ qatl sf1es the psycC I 1 ]

ClSteTnS 25 1t s in h'E

tribal and at the same t1me D
se 01sternS fell into dlsrepd1T89 they

rov1des him pure drlnking

Water, Whenever the
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should be immediately attended to. In case of wells vhich
have been abandoned after some timé due to ‘the death é} an
individual or animel, it ié‘essential to bale out the water
and disinfeet the .Wa-ter w1th suitable chémical disinfectants
and- convince the tribals that the water is free from evil
effects. In such cases it is essential to locate the pro-
gressive leaders who by first drinking the water 5f the
deserted well can dispell the fears from the minds of the
villagers. If the villagers persist with the attached
stigma, it is imperative to prbvide them an alternative well

instead of leaving them to their fate.

Enough funds must be provided for clearing,
Aisinfecting and other follow up works. Immediately after
completing the construction work, the well be first cleaned
of construetional debris and unless this is done the final
settlement of the contractor's bill should be deferred.

The Panchayat should be made responsible for

the provision of bucket and rope and up-keep of the W%}lso

situate® under its jurisdiction.
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Jhenever the wells constructe@ accordlng to the

suggestlons of the technlcal personnel fail to yield the
expected results the spot suggested by the 1nd1genous water

diviners may be accepted and an alternative well w1tnout
any inhibitien should'be'oonstructed- This glves neﬂessary
. psycholog1cal Satlsfactlon that the trlbal's advlce is also

given 1ts due con51deratlon.

'*Kgﬁ#
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