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are associated with it.

PREFACE

Shifting cultivation otherwise known as Jhuming has been practised
by the tribal communities living in the hill areas of the North Eastern
States including two hill districts, Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills
of Assam since time immemorial. Jhuming has been regarded as a way
of life of the hill tribal people and many festivals, religious rites, etc.

At the game time it is a well recognised fact that shifting cultivation
is detrimental tc ecological balance and a healthy environment. There are
many evil effects of shifting cultivation. Duwing the planned economic
development of the country attempts have been made to wean away Jhumiyas
from shifting cultivation by introducing a good number of new programmes

 formulated by the Planning Commissicon as well as the Tribal Development

Division of the Ministry of Welfare, Govt. of India.

In the hill areas of Assam alsc several attempts have been made

* to rehabilitate the Jhumiyas in permznent cultivation and also in other

devmopment schemes. 'Compesite Project ‘Integrated Jhumiya Development

Projects, Compact Area Projects, etc, are some of the programmes tha‘t

have been implemented in the hill areas of Aqsam'

Recently a new approach has been accepted by the Govt. to wean

" away the Jhumiyas from shifting cultivation. Mini Compact Arvea where

programmes are proposed tc be undertaken for a limited number of tribal
villages in a small compact area is & new approach in this regard. The
present report on the Survey of Socio~Economic Conditions of the Tribal
People 'living in the Mini Compact Area of Mi-yungdisa {Mini Compact Area
Project) in Karbi Anglong District is an outcome of the new approach.
The Mini Compact Area programme is proposed to be introduced in 4 Mini
Compact Area of two Hill Districts - 2 in each District. This survey has
been conducted by our Institute with the financial help and other suppert
from the Development Commissioner, Hill Areas of Assam. This survey
covers a wide variety of subjects that would help the authorities in imple-
-menting the schemes with a betler understanding and the data presented
in the survey would also help them in assessing and evaluating the results
of the implementation of the schemes.

The survey work was carried out b' Shri G.N. Das, District Research
Officer, Diphu with the help of Research Investigators, appointed on Adhoc
bagis ;under my over-all guidance.

1 am grateful te Shri M.S. Pangtey, I1.A.S., Development Commissioner,
Hils, and Shri R, Zaman, Project Co-ordinator in the Office of the Deve-
~lopment Commissioner, Hills for giving financial assistance for the purpose
of conducting the survey. I am also thankful to Shri G.N. Das, Disirict
Regsearch Officer, Diphu, and the Research Investigators working under
him for completion of the survey as a time-bound programme. My thanks
are also due to authorities of the Karbi Anglong and Nortkh Cachar Hills
istrict Councils for offering help and co-operation in conducting the field
survey.,

{DR. B.N. Bordolei)

Divector
. ‘ Assam Institute of Research for
Dated Guwahati Tribals & Scheduled Castes,Cuwahati-

the lst May,1991. 781028
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MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE REPORT

The present study is a mild attempt to throw
some light on the prevailing socio-economic conditions of
the people inhabiting the Miyungdisae Mini Compact Area
Project which is located within the jurisdiction of the
Lumba jong Development Block of the Karbi Anglong district.
Altogether 16 nos. of villages have been covered by this
i Project and these villages have been sclected by the Karbi
Anglong District Council, Diphu for implementation -of wvarious
developmental . programmes in order to wean away the jhumiyas
‘ﬁ - from the destructive method of shifting cultivation and to
encourage them for adopting settled mode of cultivation for
their ceconomic upliftment. On the basis of our ficld inves-— 12

tigation we have presented the Repért with detailed analysis

and we have tried to furnish below the major findings in a r
I 3 s nutshell :
} 1l ' A1l the selected villages are inhabited by a {

3 single tribal community i.e. the Karbis. The villages are
small in size comprising 6 to 20 houscholds only. In this
connection, it may be mentioned here that this smallness in
size is the characteristic feature of a traditional Karbi
village, The total no. of houscholds in sixteen villages is
estimated at 196 and the total population is worked out to

be 1,102 only. When we look at the distribution of villages

by size of population we find that secven villages (43!8%)

fall within thé category of '50-100' while 3 nos.(18'7%)

fall within the catcegory of !'100 & above', On the other

hand, in the category 'below 50' tho no. of villages is

found to be 6 (35'5%). Whilec Epaling with distribution of

population according to agec-group, it is obscrved that the

age—groups '0-15' yrs, !'15-30! yrs, !'30-45' yrs, '45-60' yrs
and '60 yrs & above! constitute 42.6%, 26'6%, 17'5%, 10'5%

} 3 and 2'7% of the total population respectively. This indicates
a timinishing trend of the pcrcentage of population from
the age—-group '0-15' yre to the last age-group '60 yrs &
above'!, Out of the total population of 1,102 of the sclected

; ‘villages, the no. of malc and female population is'cstimated
at 591 and 511 rcspeetively. As such, the séxnratio is found

to be 1000 : 864 in thc Projcct Area. Intorcstingly, there

1 are three villages (18'7%) where the fomale population exceeds
m&le population and tho sex-ratio is worked out to “be 1071,

1095 and 1307 per 1000 malcs.
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o Transport and communicetion facilities for the
people of the Project Area can not be said to be satisfactory.
There is only one motorable road running through the hear%
of the Project Area but due to non-availability of transport
system, the peonle have to face extreme difficulty. Moreovexr
the road is not completely pitched except only few K.M. Our
field study reveals that 8 wvillages (50%) are located at a
distance of !'0-2' K.M. and 7 villages (43'8%) at a "distance
of '3~5' K.M. from the nearcst motorable road, The remaining
village (6'2%) i8 found to be 9 K.M. away from the existing
road. It is, therefore, crystal clcar that people of the
Project Arca will be asble to enjoy maximum bencfit if the
condition of the existing road is improved and regular bus
service is maintained throughput the ycar. In respect of
railway facilities, it may be pointed out that only one vilkge
(6'25%) liocs within the range of '0-5' K.M. and two ﬁillages
(12¢5%) within '5-10' X.M. from thc ncarcst railway station.
The remaining villages are located beyond iO K.M. This rcveals
that the pcople are not in o position to utilise properly th

gcrvices rendered by the railway duthority.

Sic The distance of all the surveyed villages from the
Block H.Q., located at Manja is morc than 20 X.M. When we

loolk at the distance of the villages from the District H.Q.,
Diphu we find +that 7 nos. (43'75%) and 6 nos. (37'5%) of
villages lic within the distance of '0-20'K.M. and '20-30'K.M.
respectively. On the other hand, 3 nos. of villagce (18'75%)
arc located in the range of '30-40' X.,M.from Diphu.

4. ; So far as postal and teld@raphic facilitics are
concorned, we obscrve thot the loeation of” the post office

is within casy recach of the poople in comparison to that of
the telegraph office. In the range of '0-20! .M., we f£ind +the
location of 14 nos. of villages (87'8% ') from the necarcst post
office against T nos. of wvillagces (43'75%) from the ncarcst
clegraph officce. The no. of villages locatcd within the range
of '20-30' K.M.is 2 (12'5%) having postal facilities ond 5
(31125%) in respoct of having tclegraphic facilitics. Om the
other hand, thore ig no villoage situated at & distance of
'30-40t K,M., from the post offico but we find the location o

7T nos. of villagce (43'75%) from the telegraph office.

5. In thce context of medical facilitiese it may be men-—

tiened hore that pcople from 3 nos. of villagece which are
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located within the distonce of 8 K.M. from Diphu,the District
H.Q.deorive maximum benefit from various typce of medical ins-
+itutions. On thec other hand, there arc two villages which
are located more than 20 K.M. away from the ncarcst hospital
or dispensary. Out of the remaining 11 nos. of villages, 5
nos8. nrc located =t o distance of '0-10' K.M. and 6 nos, at
o ‘distance of '10-20!' K.M. from the neareat dispensary. In
short, it may be said that the no. of meodical institutions
with adeguate focilities should be increased for the treat-
mont of warious discascs of the pcople as well 2s their livé.-

stock population.

6, J// ith regard to ecducational infrastructure it
is obgcrvcd that children from 3 nos. of wvillages of the
Projecct Arca may attend L.P.school without ony difficulty duq
to the location of the concerned institution within the juris—
diction of cach villoge. Again, the¥e are 8 nos. of villages
located in the ronge of '1~2! K.M. from the heurest it
school . On the contrnry,.children‘from 5 nos. of villages
have +to attend primery cchool covering o é&istonce of '2,5-5!
Ke.M. Qur field investigation also reveals thnt children from

3 nos. of villoges have not attended L.P.school in the year
1990 although we find a good no. of children in +he nge group
16410' yre in these villages. The rcasons may pcerhaps be
attributed to the location of the educational institution at

o long distance from the respective village and also negative
attitude of the people towards female education etec, It is
found that out of 237 nos. of children in-fhe age group !'6-10!
yres of the surveyed villages, 10@pnos. (42'6%) hove attended
L.P.school during the year 1990. The no., of males is 65 (6414%)
and that of females ies 36 (35V6%),

T | Studente from the sclected villages of the Project
Area moy prosccute their studies in 35 nos. of M.E, schools.
The no. of students from these villages in the year 1990 is
estimated at 28 (Male-20, Female ~ 8), Agnin, we find the no.
of etudents from the selected villages ottending classes in
High Schools (2 nos.) to be 15 only ( Male - 13,Female~ )
during that period. This is more than sufficient to underatond
that most of the students soy goodbye to education after comp-
letion of primaory standard. In other words, the people of the

Project Area do not exhibit a positive outlook townrds impalr-

yvting proper education te theilr childrens
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Beil The no. of literates among the total populﬁtion

of 1,102 in the Project Area is worked out to be 186 (16’8%)

out of which the males constitute 134 (22'8%) and the females

52 (9'9%). According +o 1971 Census, the perceﬁtage of lite=~

racy in the district of Karbi Anglong accounts for 19'2, the
percentage of 1itefﬂcy ancng the males and the females being

26'9 and 10'3 resﬁectively. Thias clearly shows that the rate

of literacy in the Project Area iz absolutely ungatisfacto ry.

9. . The sources of drinking water for the pecple of
the Project Areca are kotcha well (5 nos.), river (3 nos.) oA
notural spring (8 nos.) which are generally the corriers of
germs of various waterborne diseasces. For nurificaticn of
waiter the 'peaple do not usSe any scientific mathod except

the traoditional ﬁay of filtrotion. That is why, provision of
supplying safe drinking woter to the pecople in the shape of

piped water, tubewell orx reservoi; etec. ig2 the need of the hour,

10, In respect of marketing facilities sl Sl observed
thot the people of the Project Area have to foce difficulty
in purchasing essential commodities as well as in selling
their products. Only two villugeé.mre docated in the xange

of 'O-5! K,M. from the necregt market acgoinst 7 nosg. of vill-
ages located ot o distoance of '5-10!' K.M. The remdining seven
villages are located more thoan 10 K.M. away from the nearest
market place. Moreover, due to the absence of fair price shop
within the Project Area, the people have to purchase their
essenticl items at exhorhitent rate from the grocery éhops-
(15 ncs.) which are available in and around the selected

villages. ' o

1. Out of the total housecholds of 196 of the Project
Aren, 193 nos.(98'47%) do proctise cultivation ~s the primoxry
source of occupition. On the other hiond, 2 houscholds (1 '02%)
and one household (0'51%) hove toaken-up sService nnd business
o8 primory occupntion respectively. With o view to augnenting
their income the people nlso resort to secondary occuprtions,
Our field study shows that 103 nos, of households (52!5% )
worle o8 doily wage earners. This cleurly revenls thiit most &
of the people ©reé not in a position to depend completely on

primary occupation i.e.ogriculture for their sustenocnce.

12, The total no. of earvners and earning dependents
in the Project Aren is cstimrted at 196 (17'8%) ~nd 458(41'5%)
réspectively, On the contrary, the no. of non-earning dependents

is worked out to be 448 (40'7%) only.



G

1%, So far cs loand~holding pattern of the households,
under study, is concerned, it may be mentioned that out of 196
hcuseholds, 25 nos. (121'75%) hove possessed lond in the category
of '0-10' bighus. In the categories '10-20" biéhﬁs, 120-30"bighas
and '30bighas & 2bove! we find the no. of households to be T7
(39t28%), 55 (28'06%) cnd 39 (19'89%) respectively. The total
arec of land possessed by 196 nos. of households is estimated
2t 4,290 bighe out of which 3,427 bighas (79'89%) .ore brought
under cultivoation. The total area of land under homestead
e and_fishery is found to be 320 bighas (7'46%)_ ond 15 bighoas
(0'35%) respectively. The remaining cmountof 528 bighas (12'3%)
is fallow land. On the whole, the average loand-holding per
household in the selected villages is 21'8 bighas. Per capifa

land-hodding accounts for 3'8 bighas only.

14. Qut of the total cropped area of 1,503 bighcs in
Jhum cultivation, the area of lqu under poddy cultivotion is
estimated ot 894 bighoas (59148%). In this cdntext, it may be
mentioned here that in the same plot of land‘prepared for poddy
cultivation, sSodme other crops like moize, sesome and vegetobles
etc. are also grown alongwith paddy i.e.mixed crop is proctised. -
by the people. The totul arenx of land brocught seperately under

| cultivotion of maize oand sesame is found to be 203 bighas

| (13'51%) cnd 256 bighas (17!'03%) respectively. The remoining
150 bighas of lund (9'98%) is brought under cultivation of

inger, mustar’ chilli aond wegetables etec. It is, however
S 7 . 7 (=} ? ?

clear that the pecople of the Project ‘Area practise cultivation

of paddy in an extensive monner in the jhum fields.

15. In cose of settled c¥@tivation, it is seen that ‘
ou'f ofiithel Fota: éroppec‘l area of 2,183 bi-fghns, the area of land
| under cultivation of paddsy, sesmme. and mustord is found to be
1,521 bighas (69'6%), 214 bighas (9!'8%) and 296 bighas (13'5%)
F respectively. Moreover, an amount .of 152 bighas (6'9%) is
brought under cultivation of maize, chilli, ginger and ve getables ™
etc, It is, therefore, casily understood thot the people of 9
the Project Arec mainly depénd upon cultivation of paddy for
their livelihood. It is to be noted that although the people
ands with moaxinum labour,
than thot

carryout cultivation of poaddy in jhum 1

the rate of production of paddy is comparatively less
Our Ffield investigation reveals that the

LY

of settled cultivation.

. . : 7 e
rate of production of paddy is 1'9 Q1 per bigha in jhum against

2'3 Q1 per bigha in settled cultivation,
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16.' With regard to cottage irndustry, it moy be mentioned
here that out of & total of 196 households, 159 nos. (81'1%),
67 nos.(34'1%) and 72 nos. (36'7%) are engaged in weaving,
bamboo & cane works and sericulture respectively. In fact, 3

these cottage industries are carried out by the people mainly

for domestic consumption only. UnlesSs some income—-generating
P Vi )

schemes are implemented, the cottage industries can not bring

any significant change in the economy of the people, under study.

1177 While dealing with distribution of livestock population
in the Project Areca it is found that out of the total livestock
of 3,920, the no. of poultry, pigs and goats is 2413 (61'56%),
645 (16'45%) and 406 (10'36%) rcospectively. Bullocks nccount
for 368 nos. (9.39%) cgoinst 82 nos. (2'09%) of cows. On the
other hand, the no. of buffaloes is found te be half o dozen
only. Our field study further reveals that 177 nos. (90!'31%),
172 nos. (78'75%) and 118 nos, (60'2%) of +the total houscholds
possess poultry, pigs and goatse respectively. The no. of '
households hoving bullocks is 130 (66'32%) while it is 43
(21t93%) in case of cows. Only 3 houscholds (11'53%) possess
buffalo. In short, it may be sﬁid that out of livestock popu—‘
lation, the people of the Project Area derive considerable

amount of income.

18. Among the important household properties mention nmay
be made of biecycle (34 nos.), taprecorder (4 nos.), radio(73nos.),

gun (30 nos.), television (1 no.) and watch (45 nos. )etc.

19. The major source of income for the people of the
Project Area ie land which contilibutes 67'64% of the total
inccme alone. Other source of income may be referred to as
livestock population (16.23%), trade & commerce (61'82%) ana
poid employment including daily wage (41!'8%) etc. It is +to be
noted that 12 househollds (6'12%) out of the total no. of 196
hcuseholds live below the poverty line. On the basis of 1990
price level, we find the average gross annual income of &
household and the per capita cnnual income to be Bse14,771'32
and Rs. 2,627'20 respectively.

205001 Pood is the major head of expenditure and this acqoﬁnts

for B7'45% of the total amount of expenditure . On the othor W

hond!, the amount of expenditure in relation to dress & ornaments,
L

furniture & residentinl building, education and hecalth is

\ S8timated ot 9,53%, 8!36%, 1'24% and 2'17% respectively. The
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dverage cnnual expenditure of o household is Rss 13,650'16 and
the per capita expenditure is Pse 2,427'80 onlys+ On the whole,
it may be mentioned here thot the average houschold is having
o norgincl surplus budget of hs. 5 208 6N omily; ﬁer annun ond
as such, the level of cconony of the people of the Project

Arec ig of subsistence typee.

2#. So far os indebtedness cmong the people is concerned,
we f£ind that out of 196 households, 90 houscholds (45'9%) are

in debt. Only one household has token loon (k.SOO/—) from the
D.R.D.A.,Diphu a2t a nominal rate of intewrest while the remaining
houscholds hove token loon in cnsh or kind from the village
mahajans and shoPkeépers ot o higher rate of interest. The
avercge debt per household is Bs. 590'00 and the average debt

per indebted. housghold i [se 1,285100,
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INTRUDUCT TuN

The autonomous hill districts of Assam consist of Karbi
Anglong and North Eachar Hills, covering a total geographical area
of 15,222 sq.km. and a population of 4.55 lakhs as per 1571 Census.*
The two districts were previously referred to as two subdivisions
of the United Mikir and North Cachar Hills district which was crea-
ted on 17th November,1951 by curving out certain portions of erst -
while Sibsagar, Nowgong and United Khasi & Jayantia Hills districts
and the whole of the North Cachar subdivision of the Cachas district.
On 2nd February, 1970 North Cachar was declared as a separate district
while the remaining portion i.e. Mikir Hills subdivision was consti-
tuted into Mikir Hills district which was again.rechristened as
Karbi Anglong in 1976 vide Govt. Notification No.TAD/R/115/74/47
dt. 14/10/76. In accordance with the provisions of the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution , the North Cachar District Council and the Karbi
Anglong (Mikir Hills) District Coyncil came into existence on 29th

April and 23rd June, 1952 respectively.

According to 1971 Census the total scheduld tribe population
in the hill areas of Assam is 2.62 lakhs i.e. 57 % of the total popu-
lation of the two districts.The Karbi Anglong district is pregominan—
tly inhabited by the Karbis while in the North Cachar Hills the
'predominant tribe is the Dimasa Kacharis. Besides them, there are
man& tribes viz. the Jeme MNagas, the Rengma Nagas, the Hmars, the
Kukis and the Khasis etc. inhabiting the hill areas. The Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes Amendment Act, 1976 specifies 14 tniben
in the two districts. These are (1) Chakma (2) Dimasa Kachari
(3) Garo (4) Hajong (5) Hmar (6) Khasi, Jayantia, Syntiﬁg, Fnar,

War, Bhoi, Lyngngam (7) any Kuki tZibes (37 groups) (8) Lakher
(9) Man ( Tai speaking ) (10) any Mizo (Lushai) tribes (11) Mikir
(12) any Naga tribes (13) Pawi and (14) Syntheng.

Agriculture is the mainstay of the tribal people inhabiting
the autonomous hill districts of Assam. In the plains arsa they use
to prgctise wet cultivation while in the hilly portions they happen
to practise shifting cultivations. According to the Report of the
National Agricﬁltural Commission, 1976 the area under jhum cultiva-
tion is 4.15 lakh hectares with involvement of 45,600 tribal families
in the Karbi Anglong district and 0.83 lakh hectires with involvement
of 13,000 tribal families in the North Cachar Hills distriets. Cn the
other hand, the area under wet cultivation is only 0.54 lakh hectares

in the Karhi Anglong and O0.15 lakh hectares in the North Cachar

Hills districts.,
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In Assam censug was not done in 1981.
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Jhum or shifting cultivation is an age-old method of
cultivation. ' In various regions of India the shifting cultivation
is known by different terms. In Assam, Meghalayz, Nagaland, Mizaoram,
Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh, this type of cultivation is widely
known as 'Jhum! and the cultivators as ' Jhumiz.' . Among the Adis
of Arunachal Pradesh the shifting cultivation is known as 'Adi-Arick!
whereas in Tripura it is known as 'Hooknismono' « In some parts of
Nagaland it is known as 'Tekonglu'e. Jhum cultivation goes under a
varicty of names in other parts of India: Kurwa or Khallu in the
Santhal Parganas, Bewara in Ranchi and Palamau in Bihar and Pedu,
Rema, Dahi, Kaman, Bringa, Gudia, Dongar Chas in Grissa; Penda,

Dahiya, Bewar, Guharh, Farhha, Dippa, Marhan or Erka in Madhya

Pradesh; and Kandapady in Andhra pradesh. 1

The mode of operaticn of the shifting cultivation is

a simple onee Initially, a plot of land on a hill slope is selected

for the purpose, Trees, bambocs and other plants & shrubs etce. =
grown in the area are cut in December/Japuary and these are allowed
ta dry under the blazing summer sun. In the month of March/April
these are burnt to ashes. Heavy logsy if unburnt are then placed
aside. Ashes are scattered cver the whole area . As soon as rains
start, seeds of paddy and spme other crops are sown broadcast over
the ashes. Moreover, seeds of various crops and vegetable are put
into hcles made by hoes Thus, mixéd crop is raised over the same
plot of land. Weeding takes place minimum thrice within a year.

Harvesting continues uptoc December.

! In bygone days jhumming was not so unproductive as
it stands to-day.Because in the past the jhum cycles were of longer
duration from 10 to 15 years, and hence the land could replenish
its lost fertility during this period. But now-a-days owing to inc-
reasing pressure of a growing popula&imn on land the jhum cycles
become shorter from 4 to 7 years, a.d as such it can not reple-
nish its lostfertility to the full. Thersfore; the yield is also
lesss Jhumming is also associated with grave consequence like soil
erosion, denundation, loss of forest wealth silting up of river
beds etc. Because ©f constant jhumming some hills have almost
become barren. Unless something is done soon and at a faster rate
to miniﬁise unproductive jhumming to the least extent possible, the
situation will prove itself beyond repair and unmanageable as well
in course of time.

It may be mentioned here that in order to control

jhum cultivation in the hill areas of Assam, the two District CounC1ls

have enacted certain laws. For example, as per Mikir Hills (Karbi Anglong)

1 Vidyarthi, L.P,~ Art and Culture of North East India,Publication
Division, 1986,P.86+

2, Bordoloi, B¢N.- District Hand Book,
United Mikir and Noxth Cachar Hills,
1972 4 Pa55s
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District (jhuming) (Amendment) Regulation, 1966, jhuming ' shall be
gregarious and restricted to one particular area for a village irres-—
pective of number of families and shall be selected by villagers in
consultation with Sarkari Gaonbura and the local Mouzadar in accrrdance
with the provisions of this Regulation. Any disagreement about selec-
tion of jhuming site among the villagers, Sarkari Gaonburas and Mouza-
dars shall refer it to the Executive Committee and decision of the
Executive Committee in this respect shall be final. Individual plots
within the selected area may be selected by the people themselves in

consultation with the local Sarkari Gaonbura. The villagers$ shall be
jointly and severally responsible for any damage to areas not selected

fire from jhumed areass' 3

ave been adopted by the Deve lopment

for jhumming by spreading of
Various measures h

Departments like Agriculture, Irrigation, Soil Conservation, PeW.D.,

Sericulture, Forest and APCLC etc. under the different Five Year Plans

in order to put cn end to the practice of jhum cultivation in the

hill areas of Assame Mention may be made of the scheme for establish-

ment of model villages, cash érop'plantatinn scheme and cﬁmposita

scheme etc. Dr. B. N. Bordoloi, at present, Director of the Assam

‘Institute of Research for Tribals and scheduled Castes, Guwahati

mentioned in an-article entitled ' The problems of Rehablitation of

the Jhumiya Families in the Hill Areas of Assam' that the scheme for

establishment of model villages wWas only parti.lly successful because

of the fact that the sociological factors associated with the tribes

were not taken into consideration at the time of rehabilitating the

jhumiyas and as a result, many jhumiya families had left the model

villagess

Cash crop plantation scheme involves the plantation of

coffee, rubber, black pepper and cashew nut etce Initially the Soil

Conservation Department implemented £y scheme. Later on, with the

creation of the Assam Plantation Crops Development Corporaticn in

1974, there was no scope for expansion of cash crop area by the Soil

Conscrvation Department. OFf course, the coffeec and rubber plantations

under the APCBC have shown encouraging resultse. There are€ 1040 hectares

of coffee and BS55 hectares of rubber plantation in the hill areas

of Assam under the APCDC. Actually the plantation areas have to be

transferred to the local tribal people at a nominal cost in phased

manner, But this has not been done till now;

' With a view to containing depletion of forest @over

in Karbi Anglong and N.C.Hills districts as well as tc indueing the
jhum cultivators to teke up settled alternative as means of livelihood,

the Planning Commission introduced an interdisciplinary programme vize

P R e 5 = —
c-hm-..._...-.‘_-.,.—--—-—--—--_--—_—--—_._.—- - = e
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The Karbi Anglong Autonomous District Council,Code Volely 1982,P+38.



'to‘improve their econemic conditions through adoption of permanent

Co-operative éocietiesv(LAMF) have to open retail outlets in the
vicinity of the conesrned villages so that the people do not face any
difficulty in procuring rice and other essential commodities. EmpHasis
has also been given to provide grants-in-did to the local Youth Clubs

from the Govt. for recreation and amusement.

Under the Imtegrated Jhi:miya Development Frogramme,
seventeen brojects were executed in the rarbi Anglong district durieg
1986-87 = 1990-91, Similarly twenty projects were tasken up fgr execu-
tiop in the North Cachar Hills district,

N @
‘Besides IJDP, the two District Councils have also imple=

mented Compact Area Development Programmes with the intention of weaning
away the jhumiyas from the destructive method of jhum cultivation. The
projeét area selected for this purpose in the Karbi Anglong. diatrict

is located within the jurisdiction of the Chinthong Development Block

‘area of the Hamren subdivision « This project will bring about signi-

ficant change in economic life of 1,488 nos., of households belonging

to 36 villages, On the other hand, in the North Cachar Hills. district N

. the project area - Hadingma comprises £ villages of_ the Jatlnga and

Diyung Valley Development Blocks. This project is also expected to

. provide opportunities to 1,076 -nos. of households of these villages

type of cultivatione.

In addition to the Compact Area Deve lopment Frogrammes,

the two District Councils have undertaken Mini Compact Area Jhum-:

Control Projects. The project areas are four in pumber- (1)Miyungdisa =~
and (2) Hidipi’in the Diphu subdivigion of the Karbi Anglong district

and (3) Digerkuyki in the Maibang subdivision and (4)‘Jinam valley in

the Haflong subdivision of the Morth Cachar Hills district. In this

Repﬂft we will deg& with the prevailing situation in respect of socio- \
economic conditions of the people lnbabltlng the Miyungdisa Mind .
Compact Area only. It may be mentioned here that this Project Area is
inhabited by the Karbis. An attempt has, therefore, been made belaw /

to focus light om the life and culture of this particular tribe in a

capsule form before presenting on indepth -analysis of the main gtudy.

~

 ETHNGGRAPHIC NOTE ON THE KARBIS

Like all other tribes of Assam the Karbis also beleng
to the Mongoloid race. Lingulstlcally, they may be included in the
Kuk1~Ch1n greup of the Tibeto-Burman sub-family. 'The orlglnal home
of the Karbis, like the other tribes of North East India, was the Y

Western ChgnagnearAtha Yang-te-Kiang and the Howang-ho riverse Frem

'éﬁ#h@ﬁ? places they went down the eeursee»cf.the Chindwin and the .

Y e
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I:rawaty rivers and entered Burma and stayed there for some time. .

From Burma they went down the courses of the Brahmaputra and

entered Assam by the north-east rout@. 'throigh thc Patkai Ranges ,
alongwith other Tibeto~Burma races before several centuries B.C.'5

Atmpresenf‘the highest concentration of this tribe is found to be

in the Karbi Anglong district.

The Karbis generally live on the hill slopes/tops in

pile dweiiing houses. Each village is usually named after the
«

Gaonbura. They have 5 Nose of clans (Kur) viz. Teron, Terang, Ingti,

Inghi and Timung. Each clan is again subdivided into 'several sub
©d=ns, As the clans are exogamous, marriage between members of the

same clam is strictly prohibited. Monogamy is the usual rule.Cross- )

g | cousiﬁ'marriage (mother's brother's daughter) is highly preferrable. .
Divorce and widow marriage can take place in the sociecty..Junior -
¢ levirate butmnot‘senior levirate is practised, if necessity arises.

Bride-prite, the so-called evil, is practically absent among the
Karbis. Mprriage by.negotiation and marrfage by mutual love arer¥he
two generél ways of acquiring mates amoﬁg them. It is intexesting
to note tﬁat the wife does not change her surname obtained by birthe
For exampie s @ girl having the surname Teronpi married to a Timung
will not @hange her surname to Timungpi but her children born out

of wedlocL will assume the surname of their father i.e. boys will

be Timung and girls Timungpi, The Karbis practise patriarchal famiiy

system and hence the father is the head of the family. Descent is

traced through the male line only. Sons but not daughters inherit

propexrty after the degth of father. In absence of sons the nearest
1

male relattives of the deceased inherit the same.
J
i
,f‘ Agrlculture is the primany occupatlon of the Karbis.

They Prpctlse Jhumlng in the hilly areas and wet cultlvatlon in
$ the low lylng areas, Terrace cultivation has also been recently
1ntroduced. The Karbis rear cattle, pigs and poultry ctc. Bamboo i
and cane Qroggcts are meant for houschold purpose only and not for
sale. Wemen are found to be more illustrious than the menfolk,

”B991d95ldbmbstlc works they remain engaged in agricultural activities

practmcally throughout the year. But the economic condition of the
Karbi people is cxtrcmely unsatisf&etury. In jhuming they get minimum
yield results with maximum labour. Conaumptxon of rice beer (Horlang
and Hor Atak) lcads to exhaustlon of a huge portion of paddy, Rural

1ndobtedn%ss, land alzenatlun and Paikas System etc. have alss played
Bnrdﬂlai BeNew The Karbis ~ Their Origin and Mlgratlon, an artiels

4 : "published in the Bulletln, Teibal Research Instltute,

h Assam, Vol. 1. No. III, 1985, P»64.
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destructive roles on their economy. Among the agricultural festivalrms:
practised by the Karbis mention may be made of Rongker and Hacha Kokan .
Rongker is celebrated before the beginning of cultivation while the
other is done after the harvest. Jirkedam isran institution which is
constituted during the agricultural season. Young boys and girls work
collectively in the agricultural fields, For their work they take little

remuneration which is divided equally among them.

The Karbi people seem to be quite indifferent towards
health and hygiene. T.B. and leprosy are the major diseases among them.
Propitiation of deity and use of indigenous drugs are favourable for

them. At present medical treatment has been adopted by the people to a

considerable extent.

As regards religion it may be said that though Hinduism
has exerted influence an the Karbis, they have still high regard for
their traditional beliefs and rituals. They believe in Supreme God

(Aznam), Moreover they believe in the existence of many gods and goddesses,

ghosts and sprits etc. and as a result,worship them in different ways.
‘Chojun' is obserVed to appease the God of Heaven in an interval of
2/3 years. Anybody's illness means evil aspect of malevolent spiritse
So Qropitiatinn of the concerned spirit is essential fer convalescence,
they believe. But the most important and highly expensive religious
performance of the Karbis is the !Chomangkan' i.e, Sh.rddha ceremony
which is generally performed in #wo ways (Langtuk and Kan Fla Fla)'

depending upon the financial strength of the household, It may be pointed

cut that since this festival involves a huge amount of*expenditure, it

may, tﬁerefore, take place after a long lapse of time, even after a

.decade of the death of a person, The Uchepi (the woman who prepares

meal for the deceased), the Lunchepi (female singer who requests the
deceased with a pathetic tume to take meal) and the Duhuidi (expert
drummer) are indispensable parts of the ceremony. All the village

people thEnd'full co-operation and helping hands to the smooth function-—
ing of the ceremany. The people of the surrounding villages and the
relatives of the household who performs it also participate. The cele-
bration may continuc upto 4/5 days. Regarding prevalence of christianity
among the Karbis, it may simply be stated here that ehristianity has

also gradually influenced a section of the Karbi society.

The Karbis cremate the dead bodies in the crematcrium
(Thiri), But the dead bodies of those who commit suicide/become victims
of leprosy/die due to pregnancy/die due to attack by wild animals etc. %
Sr€ cremated by the riverside..The Karbi people offer certain pujas

sfter the birth of offspring for its bright future.
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The Karbis have their trdditional dresses and ornamentse. The
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women wear mekhala (Pini) around the waist and over it a piece of
cloth called 'Wamkok' is worn like a belt. Another piece of cloth
(Jiso) is taken over the breasts. The men=wear loin cleth (Rikong),
shirt (Choi) and traditional hat (Poho). At present the pattern of
dress has undergone changes due to the influence of out world civili-
sations Of course, the women have not completely given up their tradi-
tional dresses. and make the necessary clothes with e designa .
in their indigenoﬁé looms (Therang)y The ornaments usedsby the women
folk arc generally made of silver. Gold ornaments are also used now—
a-days. Bracelet (Roi), string of beads (Led), ear rings (No Thengpi)

and ring (Arnam) are some of the ornaments used by them,

S0 far as the village administration is concerned, the Gaonbura
plays the dominant role. He is the president of the VWillage Council
(Me) which consist of village elders. If any dispute occurs in the
village, it is then settled by the Village Council. The: traditional
system of the Karbis is monarchial. 4The capital is at Ronghang Rongbong

which falls within the jurisdiction of the Hamren subdivision.

The Karbis do not have their own script. But they are rich in
folk tale, folk song, music and dance etc. From the point of view of
literacy it can be said that the light of education has not penctrated
into the Karbi society, According to 1971 Census, the percentage of
literacy in the Karbi Anglong @istrict is 19.17 which is the lowest
among the districts pnf Assam. The percentége of literacy among the
Karbis in the Hill Areas of Assam is 13.15 out of which the males

cons@¥itute 21.09% and the females 4.,95% only.

Yethodology :

The Miyungdisa Mini Compact Area which is located within the
Lumbajong Development Bleck of the Diphu subdivision of the Karbi
Anglong di5t¥ict ié selected by the District Council authority on the
basis of ' the following considerations ¢ i) The extent of Jhuming
is extensive “and the target families are below the poverty linpe
ii) The Project Area is close to the subdivisional headguarter of
Diphu iii) The villages are situated in a geographically contiguous

6

area.t

Although the list of villages furnished by the concerned
authority for conducting the socioc-economic survey of the scheduled
tribe population inhabiting the Project Area contains 416 nos, of

houscholds belonging to 17 nos.rof villages, in faect, our survey

. Teveals .the existence of 16 nos. of villages cccupied by 196 nos. of

households only., The list of sclected villages is furnished overleaf

— e e wm e
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Fraject Report — Mlyungdisa ~ Karbi Anglong District Council,P.1s
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TABLE I.

List of selected villages

{ l Nos of households g No. of households
Sl, } Name of the village | as per list ) @ per our
No. § j provided by the ) suzvey

| j authority i

B N o B I~ i SR i 4
Tokre Kramsa 15 14
2 Sikari Engti +f : .7
3 Thekong Bey 22 : 17
4 Sarthe Teron 91453 15
5 Dekaram Enghi : 12 = 13
6 Enghan Adong 12 14
T Arthen Adong T £
8 Sirim Langso 17 .20
9 Arlong Pharla .20 20
(Hemari Teran) \ A
10. Phampri Plangso 13 15
11 . EKania Terang oA 17 18
(Etpc Kro Gaon) J
32 Kania fimung 10 T
13 Lanki Sengnar A1 60 6
14 Lanki Timung 60 = 8
15 Men Timung 70 9
16 H@;Kro 50 i
At Longkoi Kro 6 -
(Langbu Kro)
Total 416 196

The above table shows that the no. of households in the
selected villages, as per our field study, varies from minimum 6 to
maximum 20, although the list provided by the authority shows the no.
“of households in some villages to be more than 50, The field study also
reveals that shifting of houscholds has not. taken place from the
selected villages since wstablishment except few minor cases. Moreover,
the Ra Kro and Longkoi Kro villages constitute one village only,
although.the list shows the existence of two villages. It may be mentioned
here that Ra Kro is the son of Longkoi Kro and they have not established

Separate villages. As a result, the no. of villages surveyed in the
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%roject Area is reduced to 16 from 17. All the villages were physically
visited by the Research Investigators for the purpose of field'work.ﬁ
Household and village schedules were prepared for systematic collection
of all relevant data. Atleast one adult member of egery household,
preferably the Head was contacted and interviewed for recording necessary
infD;mation in the household schedule. Moreover, particulars in relation
to the general health of the people, transport, communicétion, chlvaes
Bducational and other infrastructural facilities etc. im and around

€ach village were taken into account in the village schedule. The survey
was carried out in this Project Area during the month of November/90.
Tabulation and analysis of data came to an end in the next month i.€E,
December, Report writing was started from the first week of February/91

and the Draft Report was prepared within that month.
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CHAPTER — 11
DEMUGBAPHIC PROFILE

In the introductory chapter we have mentioned that 16 nob.
of wvillages inhabited by 196 nos. of huusehﬁlds_are covered by the
Miyungdisa Mini Compast Area Project, The total population in the selected
villages is estimated at 1,102 only. The following table shows the

distribution of villages by size of population :

TABLE 11 .

Distribution of villages by size of population

|
|

= U
0 p

-
hlﬁ-f_-!.o“’

Total population

—

Name of the village )

) below 50 ﬂ 50~100 a 100 & above
2 ;

) §

)

L]

" 4

1 B 2l 3 % 4 ; 5
1 Tokre Kramsa . 96

2 Sikari Engti 45

3 Thekang Bey & ' 184
4 Sarthe Ter;n w @ 7

5 Dekaram Enghi 84

6 Enghan Adong ° : N

7 Arthen Adong SR

B Sirim Langso o7

2 Axrlong Pharla i X 113
10 Phampri Plangso 86
11 Kania Terang : 112
12 ﬁ{ania Timung 44
13 Lanki Sengnar 29

14 Lanki Timung 43

15 Men Timung 51

WE R s ,‘ 30

A cursory glancernn the above table reveals that 7 nos. of
villages fall within the category of '50-100'. The no. of villages in
the category 'below 50' is worked out to be 6. On the other hand,
only 3 villages fall within the category of '100 & above'.

It has already heen stated that the total population belonging
to 196 nos. of households is found to be 1,102. Table III indicates

the distribution of population according to age-group.
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Distribution of population according to

age—group- - : ﬁ:
| ) Age—igroup s I
51. ! Name of the village ' ’ |
No, | o .} 0-15 915*3073 30-45 § 4560 | 60yrs ITotal
i ' ? yIS. i_yrs. ] :yrs} 2' yIse &abavez
al 2 K AR s e ] 8
1 Tokre Kramsé” PR ) S Bl 9 96
2MS orsBEngt s o 0 e A s 6 = 45
D LG S e M T P TS 1 104
4 Sarthe Teron DS Hi e 3 66
5  Dekaram Enghi a5 SEG 6 3 B4
6 . Enghan Adoag _ ,ﬂ e B Rt 4 2 71
7 -AffhenlAang ‘ G i s aﬁ*l 2 & 31
0 e e Aoty e R 97
9-  Azlong Pharla i Sou s aa ke 1 113
10 Phampri Plangso a4 23 {6 s el
11 Kania Terang. 58 A S 2 112
12 '*Kania Timung 20 _5..: 119 ol g (2 2 44
13 Lanks Sengnar 7 15 heallif o8 Y 1 - 29
AR 18 13 e s ST 0 R i ol ot 15 43
15¢ Men Timung 29 Ty 1 d 2 - el
16 Ra Kro ; 10" 3 7 2 30
e N Tetall s AT00 e Y g es 116 30 1102

From the above table we come to know that the no. of popula-
tion in the selected villages is the highest in the age-group '0-15'yrs
which covers 410'905; In terms of percenfage of population, this group
constitutes 42.6. In the next age-grndb :1‘.,.53."1‘5.---370't yrs., the no. of
population is:293 which accounts for 26.6% of the total populaticn. ‘In
the age—~group '30-45' yrs, we find thehnumbef to be 193 and the pErcen—
tage in this respect becomes 17.5. Agéin, the no. of population in the
age-graup '45-60'yrs is estimated at 116 which is 10.5% of the total
population. But the .age~group'60yrs and.above' covers 30 persons onlys
In this case, the percentage of population is werked out to be 2.7. This

analysis clearly indicates that frém the age-group '10-15'yrs upwards,

- the percentages of population to the total population of the selected v«

villages in the Project Arca have shown a sign of gradual decling.

In the Project Area, out of.a total population of 1,102, -the
no. -of males apd females is found to be 591 and 511 respectively.
Table BY shows the sex-ratio Gflthe total population living in

sixteen Villageg,
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TABLE IV

Sex~ratio of the tota] population
of the selected villageswithin the

Project area.

w

Sl, j llame of the village 8 Male g Female fgggle per
Noa § majeSe
1 2 3 3 4 5
1. Tokre Krapsa 53 43 811
2, Sikari Engti 28 17 607
3.  Thekong Bey 60 44 733
4,  Sarthe Teron 35 31 885
B e [y 2 BT 47 37 787
6«  Enghan Adong 39 32 820
Ta Arthen Adong 18 7] & 722
8. Sirim Langso 53 44 830
9 Arlong Pharla 58 BS 948
10. Phampri Plangso 47 39 829
1. Kania Terang 57 'B5 964
2. Kaqnia Timung 21 23 1095
13, Lanki Sengnar 14 15 1071
14.  Lanki Timung 22 21 954
15,  Men Tinung 26 25 961
16, Ra Kro 13 17 1307 -
Totay 591 511 864

It is evident from the abovgféﬁét the sex—ratio: of the
tOtalﬂpopulation is 864 fimales per 1000 males. But it is to be noted
that the female population in the villages Kania Timung, Lanki Sengnar
and Ra Kro exceeds the maje population, the sex-ratio being 1095, 1071
and 1307 per 1000 males respectively., The ttble, furthermore, indicates
that the sex-ratio. is highest in the "a Kro village(1307 females
per 1000 majes) and lowest in the Sikari Engti village(607 females per

1000 males) out of the selected villages within the Mimi Compact

Area Project,

/1!




CHAPTER — III

AN INSIGHT INTO THE INFRASTRUCTURAL
FACILITIES

d
One cf the main factors for soeio—economic develcpment of
any tribal community is attributable to the availability of infrastruc-
turél facilities and basic amenities without which formulation and imple~
mentation of developmental plans and programmes will not yield satisfactory
result, In this chapter, an attempt is, therefore, made to bring into light
the basic infrastructural facilities available in and arcund the selected

vVillages of the Project Area .

Transport and Communication :

It is needless to say that adéquate transport and communication .
facilities provide opportunities to the people for transforming their
Economy teo a higher level. In this respect, the Project Area presents a
gloomy picture,Although a motorable road runs through the heart of the
Project Area, the people cannot derive much benefit due to lack of public
transport system. Only a fraction (say,5 K.M.) of the total length of the
road which extends from Panchmile to Nakhuti Tinali, covering about 40 K.M.
is pitched while the remaining portion is still ungravelled. Moreover,
several bridges over the road are under construction. People have to
move on foot from one place to another, Occasionally they receive the

services of the trucks carrying logs from the forest,

The following table "shows approximate distance of the villages

from the nearest motorable road :

TABLE V

ODistance of the villages from
the mearest motorable road

Sl.NU:_wj D%ﬁ#anca (KaM, ) : No. of villages g Percentage
T i TR i Tk, T it
1 0 4 25
2 , 0.5 1 6e25
3 1 1 6.25
4 158 1 6% 25
5 2 1 6a25
6 3 4 25
if 4 1 6.25
& 5 2 12,5
9 9 1 625
WO Total 16 : 00 %




Table V reveals that 50% of the selected villages are

located within the range of '0-2'K.M. Seven villages (43.8%) lie
within the distance of '3-5'K.M. Only one village (6.2%) is located |

e

9 K.Ms away from the nearest motorable roa#. So, it can be expected
that people of the Project Area will be benefitted by a good network

of road communication in the coming years.

So far as railway facilities are concerned, the people
of the selected villages appear to be in a dlsadvantagaous position
to derive maximum benefit because of the fact that most cf the villa-
ges are located beyond 10 K.M. from the railway station. The following

table snows the distance of the villages from the nearest railway stations

TABLE VI

Distance of the villages from
the nearest railway station.

| ] j 4 5 57

Sl.No. i Distance (K.M.) j No. of villages | Percentage

15900 D ] e 1 4

1 DE=ts 1 6.25

2 5 - 10 2 12.50

3 10 -~ 15 5 31425

4 15 e A 4 25.00

5 20 -~ 25 3 18 75

6 25 & above 1 . 6.25

Total 16 T )

The above table clearly shows that out of the sixteen
selected villages, only a single village. (6425%) is located within

the range of '0-5'K.M. On the other hand, in the range of ‘5;1G;K.M.,
1O d oK M e 2Bl Ma ardl T B 25 kA My b wel Pind the' location. of

2 nos«(12.5%), 5 nos, (31.25%), 4 nos. (25%) and 3 nos. (18.75%)

of villages respectively. Moreover, another village (6.25%) is located
in the range of '25 K.M. & above! . In fact, the services of the
railway authority are not within easy reach of the people of the

Project Area.

It has alrecady been mentioned that all the selected

- villages of the Project Area are located within thc‘jurisdicticn

of the Lumbajong Development Block. The headquarters of %his Block
is at Manja which is situated at a distance of 16 K.M. from Diphus

Table VII 8hows the distance of the selected villages from the
Bleck headquarters.
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TABLE VII
Distance of the villages from the Block H.d.

— B —r—— ——

S1.Nn. j Distance ( K.M. ) ; No. of villages i Percentagei
R T 2 i VR 4
1 Below 20 = o
2 20 - 30 4 25.0
3 30 - 40 : 6 . 37.5
4 40 ~ 50 6 i 3T+5
Total 16 100 %

A cursory glance on the above table reveals that not

a single village is located within 30 K.M. of the Block headqusrtess

Four villeges (25%) are situated in the range of!'20 — 30'K.M. @8ut of

the remaining twelve villages, 6 nos. (37.5%) are located in the
range of ! 30-40' K.M. and another six villages (37.5%) are in the
range of ' 40-50 'K.M, from the Block H.{.

Qur field study indicates that witﬁ the location of the
District H.le. at Diphu,lT nos, of villages (43.75%) are lying at a
distance of '0-20' K.M. and six villages (37,5%) are in the range of
120-30'K.M. Only three villages'(18.75%) are situgted at a distance
of 130-40!' K.M.

Civic & Educational Facilities :

To have an understanding about resodppefulhess of a
paqﬁiculér locality we have to take into account the civic and
educational facilities viz. post and telegraph, medical and educational
institutions etc. The following table shows the approximate distance
of the selected villages from the nearest places having post and

telegraph facilities

TABLE VIIL

Distance of the villages from the nearest
. Post & Telegraph Office (in K.M.)

Sl-ND-i Name of the village g Fost Dffice ; Telegraph Office
LR 2 1 3 4
1 Tokre Kramsa 12 (Nakhuti) 35 {(Diphu)
2 Sikari Engti 18 (Diphu) 18 (Diphu)
3 Thekong Bey 7 (Nakhuti) 36 (Diphu)
4 Sarthe Teron 18 (Diphu) 18 (Diphu)
3 Dekaram Enghi 8 (Nakhuti) 34 (Diphu)
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i 2 3 4

6 Enghan Adong 21 (Borlangfex) 28 (Diphu)

7 Arthen Adong 9 (Borlangfer) 22 (Dipﬁu) i

8 Sirim Langso 10 (BorTangfer ) . 41 (Diphu)

9 Arlong Pharla 20 (Borlangfer) 27 (Diphu)
10 Phampri Plangso 10 (Borlangfer) 30 (Diphu)
11 Kania Terang 20 (Borlangfer) 18 (Diphu)
12 Kania Timung 27 (Diphu) 27 (Diphu)
13 Lanki Sengnar 5 (Diphu) 5 (Diphu)
14 Lanki Timung 7 (Diphu) 7 (Diphu)
15 Men Timung 8 (Diphu) 8 (Diphu)
16 Ra Kro 15 (Borlangfer) 2U (Diphu)

If the location of the above mentioned villages is grouped
according to distance, we find that 8 nos. (50%) of the villages are
situated at a distance of '0-10'KeMs: from the nearest post office'
and 3 nos, (12,5%) of the villagee are located from the nearest .
telegraph off'ice in the same range., Again, in the range of '10-20'K.Mi,
the no. of villages having postal and telegraphic facilities is found
to be 6 (37.,5%) and 4 (25%) respectively. It is also seen that only
two villages (12,5%) are located at a distance of '20-30'K.M, in
respect of having postal benefitse But in the same range 5 nos. of
villages (31,25%) are situated to derive benefits from the telegraph
office, No village is, however, located at a distanmce of 130-40!' K.M.
from the locality having post office. On the other hand, 4 nos. of
villlages (25%) are located in the same range for deriving facilities
from the telegraph office. On the whole, out of the selected villages,
14 nos. (B87.5%) are situated at a distance of !0-20' K.M. from the
nearest post office while in the same range, the no. of villages
located in respect of having telegraphic facilities is 7 (43, 75%)
only. In other words, the people of the Project Area are in a better
position to derive maximum benefit from the post office in comparison

to that of the telegraph office,

With regard to medical facilities it has been observed
that the people of the selected villages covered by the Project Area
may visit Civil Hospital/Veterinary Hospital located at Diphu or
the nearest dispensary for trecatment of disease. Table IX shows the

distance of the villages from the nearest medical institutions.
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IX

TABLE _1x

Distance of the villages from the nearest

medical institution (in K.M. )

d

Civil

3 I Name o7 the Ny - Veterinary | Veterinary
aof } villages HospitallDispensary Hospital Dispensary
7T Z 3 q 5] I b
1 Tokre Kramsa 4315 i2 0 35 1200
(Diphu) (Nakhuti) (Biphu) (Nakhuti)
2  Sikari Engti Rl 18 18
(Diphu) ( Diphu) (Diphu') (Diphu)
3 Thekong Bey 36 7 36 T
(Diphu) (Nakhuti) (Diphu) (Nakhuti)
4  Sarthe Teron 18 18 18 i8
(Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu)
S Dekaram Enghi 34 8 34 8
(Diphu) (Nakhuti) (Diphu) (Nakhuti)
6 Enghan Adong 28 291 28 21
. (Diphu) (Borlangfer) (Diphq) (Borlangfex)
T Arthen Adong 22 e 22 2
(Diphu) (Boklangfer) - (Diphu) (Borlangfer) °
8  Sirim Langso 31 10 31 1a
- (Diphu) (Borlangfexr) (Diphu) (Borlangfer)
0 Arlong Pharla 27 20 27 20
(Diphu) {Borlangfer) (Diphu) (Borlangfer)
10 Phampri Plangso 30 10 30 1a :
; (Diphu) (Borlangfer) (Diphu) (Borlangfexr)
1 Kania Terang . 18 = 2n 18 20
(Diphu) (Borlangfer) (Diphu) (Borlangfer)
12 Kania Timung 2 2408 % T 27
(Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu)
13" Lanki Sengnar 5 5 3 3
(Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu)
14 Lanki Timung Y T 7 7
: (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu)
5 Men Timung 8 8 8 8
- _ (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu) (Diphu)
16, Ra Kro 20 %5 20 15
(Diphu) (Borlangfer) (Diphu) (Borlangfexr)

*From the above table, we come to know that 3 nose of villageé
are located within 8 K.M., from the Distriet Hele, Diphu and as a result,
the people of these villages may take full advantage of the facilities
brovided by the medical institutions « On the contrary, the people of two
Villages viz, Enghan Adong and Kania Timung have to take the trouble of
Visiting a hospital or dispensary after covering more than 20 K.Me On
the whole, the no, of Villages lying at a distance of 'A-{10' K.M.,

'10-2014 K. M, - and '20-30% KoM, from the nearest dispensary is found to be
8 {(50%), & (37.5%) and 2 (12,5% )" respectively,
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In this connection, it may not be out of place tt-mehtion
here that some of the people of the Project Area, initially use
indigenous drugs or worship various deities as curative measuré foxr §
different types of disease, If the result=is not at all satisfactory
they visit the medical institutions already referred to or the nearest
private medical practitioners who are IUﬂiléﬁl& at Diphu, Borlangfer
and Nakhuti, Ouy field study reveals that B nos., of villages (50%)
are.located at a distance of '0-10' K,M, from the rasidence/chambexr
of the private medical practitioners. Again, the no. of “villages
located in the range of '10-20! K.M. and 120~30' KoM, is 6 (37.9%)
and 2 (12.5%) respectively. This indicates that the people of the
selected vill-gus except those of Enghan Adong and Kania Timung may

approach a physiciaﬁ in urgent cases for immediate help and guidance.

Education plays an important role in abcelerating the pace
of development among the tribal population. In faét, the spread of
education is dependen% upon the educatinnal infrgstruature available
in and around their habitat. The following table showg the distance of
educational institutions in respect of Lower Primary.standard from the
selected villages of the Project Area alongwith no.. of chilcren

attending schcols in the year 1990:

Distance of the nearest L.P. school from the selected
villages alongwith no. ofschildren attending schools
from the villages in «1990

i i |'Distance | No. of children ! No. gf children
Sl. WName of the villagel of the in the age-gruupn attending
No. § 4 | school ] '6-10"yrs. ) school from the
i | from the E villaege
ol ) village i 1 F L M Ve DT
) | (in K.M.), Bl i b
T} 2 l 3 A j S i ‘r:
gl Tokre Kramsa 2 9 T 3 -
2 Sikari Engti 1 7 4 &
3 Thekong Bey - 452 10 9 9
4 Sarthe Teron 1 55 2 1
g Dekaram Enghi 2 18 11 8 4
6 Enghan Adong 1 10 6 3 1
7 Arthen Adong 4 4 2 - -
8 Sirim Langso 3o 8 i 12 1 1
?  Arlong Pharla S 15 14 9 5
1o Phampri Plangso 2.5 5 4 1 ' -
11 » Kadnia Terang = 18 g 10 3

— —— s piC.
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1 : RN o e 6 MO0 U RS Iy .
12 Kania Timung 4 5 < 19
13 Lanki Sengnar 5 4 - =
14 Lanki Timung 2 5 4 5 3
15 Men Timung 2 13 10 10 8
16 Ra Kro 2 = ) e
iotals13d 104 65 36

\

The above table reveals that children from three villages
viz. Thekong Bey, Arlong Phazlyz. and Kania Terang are in a position
to attend schools without facing difficulty because of the fact that
the schools are located within each village. It may be mentianed here
that children from the surveyed villages attend any one out of 5 nos.
of L.P. schools, according to their convenience. These schools
established in 1962, 1965, 1982, 1987 and 19839 are under the adminia=—
trative control of the Karbi Anglong District Council. It has alse
been observed that children frum‘é nos. of villages have to attend
schools located at a distance of '1-2! K.M. from their respective
villages, Children from 5 nos. of villages have to cover a distance
of '2.5 = 5! K.M. for attending schools. Again, we find that children
from 3 nos. of villages of the Project Area have not attended LePe.
schaol at all during the year 1990, The village Arthen Adong is
4 KeM. away from the nEares; L.P. school and it is lecated in the
midst of dense jungle. The village Lanki Sengna;cis locateq in
igolation at a distance of 5 K.M. from the nearest L.P. school.
Again, in the village Ra Kro we find that in the age-group 'ééiﬂ'yrs
the no. of children is 3 and incidentally, these three children axe
females and they belong to one household, Perhaps due to parentfs
“apathetic attitude towards female education, children are not sent

to school. From the above table we come to know that the total noa.

of students coming from the selected villages to the L.P. schools in
the year 1990 is 101 out of which male and female students are 65 nos.
(64.4%) and 36 nos. (35,6%) Iespectively; On the other hand, out of
237 nos. of children in the age-group '6-10'yrs, 101 nos. attend

L.P. schools, the percentage being 42.6 only. If we calcutate the
percentages of male and female students attending L.P. school out of
133 nos, of males and 104 nos. of females in the age-group t6-10tyrs

we will get 48,8 and 34.6 respectively.

The total no. of students from the surveyed villages in

the” year 1990 to 3 nos. of Middle English schools (Govt. - 1982,
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Provincialised —-1988 and Venture- 1987) is found to be 28 out of
which the no. af boys is 20 (71.4%) and that of the girls is 8
(28.6%) only. This indicates a $ha:P decline of attending $choéls
by the students after primary stage of education. From the previous
table we know that the no. of children in the L.P., standard in

1990 is 101 whereas, in the same year the no. of students in the
M.E. schools from the selected villages is 2B only. The situation
turns from bad to worse when we look into the pos%tion of students
attending High School standard. There are 2 nos. of High Schocls
(one is Govt : 1978 and the other is Govt—aided ¢ 1986) in which
students from the selected villages may prosecute studies. But

our field study reveals that the no. of students from these villages
is 15 (Male-13 and Female —2) only. Nobody is found to be rrading
in Higher Secondary or College level. What we can assume from the
above analysis is that the people of the Project Area are still
unaware of impa;ting proper education to their children for a
better future,

It may not be irrglevant to mention here about the percen-
tage of literacy among the population of the surveyed villages.
According to our field stu%;, the total populetion in the selected
villages of the Project Arem is 1,102 out of whieh the no. of
literates is estimated at 986. As a result, the percentage of lite-
racy has been worked outlta be 168 (Male ~22.8% and Female-9,9%).
As per 1971 Census the percentage of literacy,in the Karbi Anglong

district is 19.2 (Male-26.9% and Female -10.3%), This reveals that

the literacy rate in the Pyoject Area is comparatively less than
that of the district, Again, the no. of illiterates (748) in the
selected villages constitutes 6T«@% of the totallpopulation. If

We count the no. of population below the age of 6 yrs (166) as
illiterates, the percentage of illiteraty will rise upto B83.1.

On the whole, the rate of literacy in the Project Area is extremely
unsatisfactory. Table XI indicates clearly the nos of literates
with eaUCatiDnal level, population below 6 yrs of age and no. of

illiterates in the sclected villages of the Project Area.
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TABLE XI

Nee. of literates with educational level, populaticn below 6 -yrs, of age
r ' and illiterate® in the szlected villages of the Project Area '

| ;,_'I_.? == é‘ L.P,g M.R. g HoBa : fifelS oiLEo1 G g H.S.S.L,Eog College g Below 6 g R e nate ; Total
Nu.g f\!aﬁ\;?lf;‘;hzhe L‘.—w-—-—; " ﬁ e _i ﬁ x .ﬁ:-__l:"‘,_.é_iJ. : ~ e __;fd ) : =) Population
AN oMy R Rl el ek P e e 3l MRS et &Mi F%_M =68 e
N 2 EEEE | & G e e SR e R | b Y (i I T e [ b | fope e
' i Tokre Kramsa TR 4 - 4 , 5 4 35 39 96
F 2, Sikari Engti 4 : 4 2l 15 45
| 3. Thekong Bay g 10 10 6 5 2 1 1 1 5 3 28 23 104
4. Sarthe Teron 2 2 1 1 8 T 23 22 66
5, Dekaram Enghi 9 5 ‘ 9 3 29 29 84
6+ Enghan Adong 7 iy 1 B 9 21 22 71
i 7. Arthen Adong 1 . T 16 6 31
8. Sixim Langsoc 1 2 1 = 6 2 25 40 : 97
9, Arlong Pharla 9 g TS 5 5 16 35 31 " 113
10. Fhampri Plangso 7 9 gi5 30 B6
11e Kania Terang 10 3 2] 6 13 40 3] 112
12. Kania Timung 1 1 1 2 5 18 16, 44
{3. Lanki Sengnar 3 2 2 I 118 29
{4. Lanki Timung 5 3 3 5 1 T B 11 43
15s Men Timung 10 B 2 | 3 4 10 13 51
16 Ra Kro. 2 1 4 10 13 ~ 30

75 4R =335 0 22 2 2
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Sources of Drinking Water :

It has been observed that there is no provision of
supplying drinking water in the shape of piped water, tubewell or i
reservoir by any Agency within the Projecﬁ'Area. The-people have to
depend upon katcha well or natural spring and river for which they
are likely to suffer from various water-borne diseases. The follow-

ing table shows the existing sdurces of drinking water in. the surveyed

villéges g

TABLE XIT

Sources of Drinking Watexr

Sl.ND.; Name of the village ' g Source : No.

y (EN | 2 L d 5. | g

1 Tokre Kramsa River 1

2 Sikari Engti _ Spring 2

3 Thekong Bey Well 12

Gl o Sarthe Teron 1 Spring 3

5 Dekara; Enghi Spring 6

6 ﬁpghan Adong Spring 4

T Arthen Adong . Well 6

B Sirim Langso Spring 1

9 Arlong Pharla River 1
10 Phampri Plangso 7 River 1
11 Kania Terang Well 7 12
12 N Kania Timung Spring ‘ 2
1an Lanki Sengnar Spring 2
14 Lanka Timung Well 8
15 Men Timung Well 8
16 Ra Kro Spring 1

From the above table we come to know that out of sixteen
selected villages, 3 nos. (18.75%) depend upon the nearby river
while B nos., (50%) use to take water from the natural spring.
The remaining 5 nos. of villages (31.25%) consider kutcha well as
the main source of drinking water. It is therefore, easily understood
how the people of the Project Area are facing acute problem for
drinking water.

Marketing Facilities

So far as marketing facilities are concerned, the people
of the Project Area are in a disadvantageous posdtimn ‘due to iocation

of the daily/weekly markets at "a¥distance not easily accessible to them.
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Moreover, lack of fair price shop within the Project Area has also

multiplied their problems. As a result, they are compelled to purchase
their daily necessities at exhorbitant raté from the grocery shops i
(15 nos.) located in and around the selected villages. The following

table indicates the name of the market with its type and distance from
the villages :
TABLE XIII

Name of the market with its type and
distance from the villages

Si'i Name of the villageg Name of theg Type gDistance from
-1 ' ! market § Ythe village
| } | J( in K.M.)

bl b 2 ] 3 ) 4 1S 5
1 Tokre Kramsa Nakhut i Daily/Weekly 12
2  Sikari Engti Diphu . Daily/Weekly 18
3  Thekong Bey . Nakhuti Daily/Weekly : Il
4  Sarthe Teron Diphu - _ Daily/Weekly 14
5  Dekaram Enghi Nakhuti  Daily/Weekly B
6 Enghan Adoég Borlangfer Weekly - 21
T  Arthen Adong Borlangfer \Weekly 3
B8 Sirim Langso - Borlangfer |Weekly 10
9  Arlong Pharla Borlangfer \Weekly 20
Nakhuti Daily/Weekly 25
Diphu Y Daily/chkly 27
10 Phampri Plangso Borlangfer = Weekly : 10
11 Kania Terang Borlangfer \Weekly 20
¥ Nakhuti Daily/Weskly 29
Diphu Daily/Weekly 16
12 Kania Timung Diphu Daily/Weekly 27
13 ."Lanki Sengnar - Diphu Daily/Weekly 5
14 Lanki Timung Diphu Daily/Weekly 7
15 Men Timung Diphu Daily/Weekly 8
16 Ra Kro Diphu Daily/Weekly 20
; Langetso Weekly 3
Borlangfer Weekly 13

From the above table, we can find out that out of sixteen
SUrveyed villages of the Project Area, pcople from only two villages
(12,5%) have the privilege of visiting a market abt a distance of
"FuB51K .My while people from 7 nos. of villages (43,7%) have to take
the trouble of going to the nearcst market located at & idistance "of

'8-10"K«Ms People from one village (6.3%) have to proceed to the market
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covering a distance of '"10-15'K.M. But there are 4 nos. of villages
(25%) from which people have to visit the nearest market place located
at a distance of '15-20'K.M. Again, people from 2 nos. of villages
(12.5%) have to cover a distance of more than 20 K.M. to derive benefits
from the market. The people usually purchase cssential commodities viz.
cloth, salt, sugar, tea, rice, atta, kerosine, bidi and tobacco etc.
from the market. On the other hand, they use to sell their domestic
products like rice, maize, ginger, chilli and other vegetables and
alsovpork and poultry in the market.

Co-operative Societies :

The primary objective of the co-operative societies is to
extend all possible facilitics to the members for upliftment of their
economic conditione There are various types of co-operative societies
functioning in the Karbi Anglong district. Mention may be made of 25
nose of Large Areas Multipurpose Socicties (LAMP) located in different
parts of the district and 2 nos. of Wholesale Consumers! & Marketing
Co—operative Societies\at Diphu and Hamren, So far as the Project Area
is concerned, out of 16 (sixteen) selected villages, only 6 nos. (37.5%)
enjay the facilities offered by the Wholesale Consumers! & Marketing
Co-operative Society, Diphu, The remaining villages are yet to derive
economic benefit from any type of.co-operative society including LAMPs .
We may, therefore, assume that the people of the Project Area are not
so much conscious about the facilities provided by the c o-operative

societies.

Cottage Industry :

® The important cottage industries prevalent among the pecple
of the Project Area are weaving, bamboc & cane works and sericulture.
Our field study reveals that the people are not interested in taking

up these industries on commercialqu;1 In other words, the products
are mainly used for consumption purpose only. Necessary raw materials
for carrying out the industrics are purchased by the people from the
markets or collected from the nearby forests. Thew‘omenfolk prepare
clothes of artistic design in the traditional looms. Of course, some of
them are, now-a-days, in the babit of weaving clothes in the improved
variety cf handloom also. There are 159 nos. of househclds (B1.1%)
engaged in weaving in the selected villages of the Project Area. Again,
we find that 67 nos. of households (34.1%) practise various types of
bamboe & cane works which are of day-to-day use. Morcover, we ohserve
that 72 nos. of households (36.7%) are engaged in sericulture industry.
They rear silkworms and prepare endi chaddars out of the cocoons, in

theiz. looms, Sometimes they sell the cocoons in the market also. It may
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be menticned here that weaving and rearing of silk worms are exclusively
the works of women while bamboo & cane works are mainly practised by
men. In the light of above discussion, it may be said that thése coftage
industrices which are being practised by fhe people from generation ‘

toc generation may be modernised by means of execution of suitable
schemes by the Govt. agencies for large-scale production.Otherwise,
cottsge industries can not be expected tu play any significant role in
improving the econcmic conditicn of the pecple concerned, In the long
run, we would like to quote the follewing few lines for favour of

necessary consideration by the concerned authority :

! While Dimasa, Karbi ang Naga loom products are gaining
increasing acclaim of the non-tribals, we still do not have a proper
perception of weaving as a craft in the context of totél:;ulture. An
artificial lease of life given to sueh a vital craft through sponsored
weaving centres in the towhs is no guarantee to future growth. If this
and other crafts have to thrive as a vital aspect of material culture
and economy, then due attention must be given for their incorporation
in the familial and village settinés. The threat to endi silk industry
in the Assam Hills is very real., While endi is cultured widely in Karbi
Anglong, most of it goes out of the hills as raw material. Actual
spinning and weaving take place'elsewhere outside the State. Talking
of native skill and craftsmanship, I was fascinated by the sbility of
Karbi villagers of Kplonga area who made attractive and ingeneous
toys for their children out of nothing «but strips of bamboo twigs,
strings and areca—-plam leaves. Indigenous skills and technology of the
higd tribesmen need to be properly assessed and understood as a basis
for modern technological interventions in their socicties. Much of the
time it is the indigenous technology that has helped maintain a balance

7

between man and nature in the hills.t

—— T i i~ e -

— e,

Bhagabati, A.C. - Anthropolegical perspectives on Tribal Development
in the Assam Hills : A ‘preliminary statement, an
article published in the book entitled 'Constraints

of Tribal Development in North East India',1990,P, 14
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CHAPTER 1V
ECcherize DIMENSION

Agriculture is the mainstay of the people of Karbi Anglong
which is cne of the most backward district of Assam. Nearly 90% of
the total population of this district depend upon agriculture inclu-
ding shifting cultivation as the main source of livelihood. s such,
the economy of the Project Area which is practically an invisible
portion of the district may be referred to as awsolutely agrarian @
and this chapter is devoted to highlight the econcmy of the people
inﬁabiting the Project Area with exphasis on occupational structure,

land-holding pattern and extent of income and expenditure etc. of

the peaople.

Occupational Structure :

To analyse the ocoupational structure of the householdsy
under study, for the purpose of reflecting the economic condition
of the pecople, we have taken into consideration the classification
of primary and secondary occupationss ' The source which cpntributes
the largest single share to the total family income is considered

as the primary octupation of the household. Other associated sources

E.’
of income, if any, are taken as secondary occupations of the househclde' #

The following table shows the distribution of primary

occupation in the selected villages 3

TABLE XIV

—— e s

Distribution of Primary Occupation in the
selected villages

p
S1.NoW! Name of the villageﬂ Total no., Nos of households
of house-; e rre i g S T e

o)

) ) holds. CultivationlServicel Busi-
,_% _im_ i ) ness
\

=

1 2 i 3 4 TN 1 5
1 Tekre Kramsa 14 14 = 5
2 Bikari Engti ii i - -
3 Thekong Bey 17 17 = 5
4 Sarthe Teron 15 15 = 5
5 ﬁqkaram Enghi 13 13 £ =
6 Enghan Adong 14 13 1 =
7 Arthen Adong 6 ; 6 - =
8 Sirim Langso 20 19 = 1
& Arlong Pharla 20 20 = &
10 Phampri Plangso 15 15 - =

e s vy e

B Saikisg, P.D.~ Changes in

e
e ————r~

ot e e

Mikir Sociecty, Pe. 26.
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1 2 e ! 5 6
11 Kania Terang 18 18 = =
12 Kania Timung 6 i = o Y
13 Lanki Sengnar 6 G - -
14 Lanki Timung B i 1 —
15 Men Timung ) 9 - -
16 Ra Kro 7 T = -
e Total 196 193 2 i
Percentage  98.47 1,02 0. 51

The above table clearly shows that 98.47% of the total
households practise cultivation as the primary occupations Only
1-G2% of the households are in service while a negligible percentage
of households (0,51%) have adopted business as primary occupation.
This analysis is perhaps more than sufficient to draw conclusion that
the people of the Project Area are entirely dependent on agriculture
and there is hardly any noticeable change among them in case of accep-

tance of non-agrarian acsupation as the primary source of livelihood.

Secondary Occupations @

The people of the Project Area resort to secondary oOccupa =
tions also for augmenting their income to a considerable extent. It
has been found that out of 196 nos. of total households, 103 households
(52.5%) work as Saiiy wage earners in or outside their habitat and this
indicates that complete dependence on pfimary occupation by the people
is‘PDt at all possible. Moreover, we have mentionea in the previous
chépter that 159 households (B1.1%), 67 households (34,1%) and T2
households (36.7%) of the Pcoject Area are engaged in weaving, bamboo
& cane works and sericulture respectively., Although these products
aze mainly for domestic consumption, sometimes they are bound to sall
the products in the local markets out of dire necessity. In case of
fishing, we have found oniy 10 nos. of households (5.1%) to have
fisheries which provide a source of income. One household (0.5%) is
found to héVe practised cultivation as secondary occupations It is a
fact that most of the households like to earn some amount of income
by means of selling domesticated animals and birds for purchase of
essential commoditics, Alsg we have observed that nearly 63% of the
households have taken up business as secondary occcupatione But it
shound not be taken for granted that they arc all businessm:a in the
true sense. In fact, the people use to sell the local products in the

markets and thereby earn some amount which they utilise in procuring
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their essentials. In fine, it may be opimed that although the people of
the Project Area practise cultivation as primary cccupation for their
livelihood, they can not think of their survival without resorting to

secondary occupations, already referred to.

Now let us have a look at the position of workers and non-
workers in the selected villages of the Project Area. We have, for
this purpose, classified the total population intec earncrs, earning
dependents and nonearning dependents. In case of earners, only one
person, preferably the head of household or the person whose share of
income is proportionately high, is taken into account while all persons
between 15-~65 yrs, excluding the students, if any, are included in the
category 'earning dependents'. On the other hand, those below the age
of 15 yrs and above 65 yrs, alongwith physically handicapped persons,
irrespective of age and students are considered as non-earning depen-
dents. The following table indicates the position of workers and non-

workers in the Project Area

TABLE XV

Distribution of workers & nbn—workers
in the selected villages

|

R LN
Sl-ND-e Name of the village I Earner jEarning Non-earning; Total

i i ﬁdapenqentldEpcndeﬁt L populaticn

Loy & 2 s I AAER ) 5 T3
1 Tokre Kramsa 14 46 36 * 96
2 ¥ Sikari Engti T 24 14 45
3 Thekong Bey 17 50 37 104
4 Sarthe Teron 15 29 22 ; 66
5 Dekaram Enghi 13 24 47 84
3 Enghan Adong 14 24 33 T
7 Arthen Adong 6 14 11 31
8 Sirim Langso 20 44 33 97
9 Arlarig Pharla 20 52 41 113
9 Phampri Plangso 15 38 33 86
11 Kania Terang 18 43 51 112
12 Kanig Timung 7 20 17 44
12 Lanki Sengnar 6 10 13 29
14 Lanki Timung 8 15 20 43
i Men Timung 9 13 29 51
e Ra Kro 7 12 11 30
i b Total 196 458 448 1102

Percentage 17.8 4145 404 T 100
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From Table XV we come to know that 17.8% and 41,5% of
the total population are earners and earning dependents respectively.
In this respect, it should be kept in mind that although the percen~
tage of earners appears to be somewhat less; in fact, -in a tribal
cummuhity particularly practising shifting cultivation, the contri-
bution of other adult members includingfemales of the household can
not be ignored, That is why, if we take into account the earning
dependents (458) and earners (196) as the potential working force in
the Project Area, we will find 59.,3% of the total populatién to be
workers. On the other hand, 40.7% of the population are found to be

non—earning dependents.,

Land-holding Pattern :

It is rather a difficult task to deal with land~holding
pattern not only in the Project Area but also in the hill districts
as a wholeldue to the prevalence of shifting cultivation. The quantity
of land possessed by é household may vary from year to year depending
upon the practice.of this type of cultivation. Mureﬁver,'lack of land
records f;om the Cadestral Survey also stands in the way of presenting

the actual position. The following few lines will help in understan-—

- ding the matter clearly : '(a) One impmrtant relevant point concerning

the hill areas of the districts of Assam is that, not to speak of the
hilly areas, even the limited plains area of the hill districts of
Assam are yet to be completely covered by cadestral survey and
preparation of land records of rights. As a part of Assam Hill Areas
Sub-Ple?, a scheme is under vigorous implementation of.the District
Councils with support from the State Govt. to complete this job of
the prcbapatign of the cadestral survey and the preparation of records
of rights in respect of the plain areas of the hill districts and the
target” date for completion of the same is the ‘end of the Seventh

Five Year Plap, The vast hilly areas will be taken up for such survey
thereafter ang obviously, it would take a considerable period for
completing thesams. A it stands now, the vast hilly areas of the

hill districts of ASsam are not covered under any cadestral maps or

records of rightso (b) Aqmm' g,,to pnw};ad I'j'n'g" custom the Gaon Bura

(Village Headman) is the custodian of the village land under the overall
control of the District Council. A household is free to sclect a
suitable plot out of the Village land for the anndal jhuming with

the consent of the Gaon Burza, but without having ownership right on
that plot and such arrangement reééins valid for the period of culti-
vation only. Flat lands Suitable for wet cultivation or octher permanent

J
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---cultilatiun.ara;;howeuer;”given allotment by the District Colncil . ...- -

. "%qg dndividual villagers on an annual bhasis. The allottee is alsp—

e

- devoid uf'any‘righf‘af inheritance. and transfer-without the prior

epproval of the District Council authorities .. 2

In spite of the dif?ieulties-stated above, we have

attempted to rresent the land<holding pattern available in -the
Project Area in Table XVI on the basis of the field reports.

Control of Shifting Cultivation Project .(Compact Area Approach)

prepared by N. C. Hills Autonomous District Council; P.Ceft.
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Table XVI shows that out of 196 nos. of total house-

holds, 33 housholds (19.89%) possess lands in the category '10-15'; A

bighas. Again, in the categories '15-20"," '20-25' and '25-30¢ bighas

we find the nos of households to be 38 (19.38%), 33 (416.83%) and

22 (11.22%) respectively. In brief, the nc. of households having lands

in the wide category '10-30' bighas is worked ocut to be 132 i.e.

" 67.3% of the total households. Gut of the remaining 64 households,

39 nos. (19,89%) possess lands in the categary '30 bighas & above!

while 25 npos, (12.75%) have lands in the category '0-10' bighas.

of various types prevalent among the househclds of the selected

Villages.

In the following table, we have shown land holding

Land-holding of various types of
the households (in bigha)

TABLE XVII

: 'eTotalQ Area afy Area Q'Areau : lTetal !
Sl.ﬁName of the village ﬁhouse ;and un+ under ; u?der' i Fallow area of
No-g Qholds der cul hcmes-iuflsherya land . ; land

; jtivation, tead , possessed
k! 2, RS TR 6 i i
1 Tokre Kramsa 14 318 21.5 6 345.5
2  Sikari Engti 7 118 745 27 15245
3 TThekong Bey 17 392 a2 2 13 449
4 “Sarthe Teron flan 200 20,5 62 282.5
S  Dekaram Enghi 18 271 35 70 376
6 Enghan Adong 14 184 14,5 38 236.5
T . Arthen Adong 6 76 11 10 97
9 Sirim Langsg 20 228 29 257
9 Arlong Pharla 0 418 32 3 10 463
10 Phampri Plangs 15 389, . 28 62 480
11 Kania Terang 18 263 20 36 319
12 Kania Timung 7 118 75 125.5
13 Lanki Sengnar 6 63 7 70
14 Lanki Timung : e 59 s 167
15  Men Timung g 189 14 2.5 182 87
16 Ra Krao 7 63 7.5 12 B2
1986 3427 320 15 528 4290
Pereentage Tores\" 46 o952, 8 100
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Table XVII reveals that the total area of land passessed
by 196 nos. of households is 4290 bighas out of which the oo o demd
under cultivation is 3427 bighas i.e. 79.89% of the total amount of
land. Under homestead, we find 320 bighas of land (7.46%) being occu-
Eied by the households of the Project Area. The total arca of land under
fishery is found to be 15 bighas (0.35%) only. On the other hand, the
total.area of fallow land is estimated at 528 bighas (12.3%): In case
of cultivationh; it may be pointed out here that 3 nos. of Eouseholds
do not have any cultivable land. Henece, the no. of households practi-
sing cultivation is estimated at 193. In cther words, 98.47% of the
total households remain engaged in agricultural operations. Again, it
has been calculated that out of 3427 bighas of cultivable' land, the
total area of land under jhum and settled cultivation is 13503 bighas
(43.85%) and 1924 bighas (56.14%) respectively. It transpizes from this
analysis that besides settled cultivation the people of the Project
Area do practise jhum cultivation ext&nsively, In fact, it has been
found that out of 193 nos. of households, only % households (4,6%) do
not practise jhum whereas 13 households (6.7%) do not have settled
cultivation. The practice of terrace cultivation is absent in the
selected vidlages of the Procject Area. On the whole, we may arrive
at conclusion that the average land-holding per household and per capita
land-holding in the selected villages of the Project Arca are 21.8
bighas and 3.8 bighas respectively, To be more specific, the average
land-holding per household and per capita land-holding in respect of
jhum @ltivation relating to 184 nos, of households (out of 196 house—
holds, 3 mos. do not have cultivable land and 9 nos. do not have jhum J
and 1035 nos, of total population (after deduction cof 67 nos. from
1102) are estimated at 8.2 bighas and 1.4 bighas respectively. On the
other hand, the average land-holding per househocld and pexr capita
land-holding in case of settled cultivation pertaining to 180 hcuse;
holds (out of a total of 196 nos, 3 households do not have cultivable
land and 13 hduseholds do not practise settled cultivation) and 1029
nos. of total population (after deduction of 73 nos. from 1102) are

worked out to be 10.6 bighas and 1.8 bighas respectively.

With regard to the type of land according to payment
of revenue, it is not possible to present a clear picture due to naon-
availability of land records rclating to cadestral survey. Mereover,
the people of the Project Area are not in the habit of payment of
revenue Tor their land in a reqgular manner, As a result, they are

reluctant to speak openly about the matter at the time of interviews :
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The people need not pay any amount for the land occupied for jhum culti-
vation. In general, they have tc pay R 1.75 per bigha as révenueﬂfar

the land used for wet cultivation. PreViously, an amount of Rsa 5/= was
levied against each household as House Tax for theﬂyear. The system is,
at present, obsclete. According tc"éhe field study, the amcunt of land
under annual patta is 1230 bighas (28,7%) out of a total land of 4290
bighas in the selected villages of the Project Area against. 103 bighas

of land.(Z;d%) under periodic patta. No revenue is paid for the remaining
2937 bighas of land (68.9%) which include area under jhum cultivation

alsao,

Sa far as total land under ownership cultivation is
concerned, we find that out of 3427 bighas of cultivable land, the _
amount of land brought under own agricultural operation is 3227 bighas.
In Adhi system which indicates distributicn of products on 50 : 50
basis, 172 bighas of land are cultivated, Again, cultivation is carried
out in 3 bighas of land in the PHikas system which means that the actual
owner of the land doss not cultivate himseclf but offers the plot of
lana to another person for the purpose of cultivation against cash
payment for a limited pericd. -On the other hand, 25 bighas cof land are
cultivated by means of Sukti Bandhak. ‘Under Sukti Bandhak, land is
generally given to a non tribal on mcrtgage usually for a year, which
is repewable, against the payment of paddy to the owner of the land
at a certain rate per ligha per annum. During the period of agreement
the owner will have nc rights to cultivate his land or toc question its
Uaility. The ncn-tribal who takes the land on mortgage beccmes the
virtual owner of the land curing the period of agreement. Land will

again be under the possession of the actual owner as socon as the pericd
10

Area of land under crop :

We have already found the total area of land under jhum
and settled cultivation to be 1503 bighas and 1924 bighas respectively
in the Project Area. Ncw the problem is to find out the actual amount
of land utilised for cultivating various crops. It is generally seen
that the people use tc cultivate mixed crops in the same ploct of jhum
land and as such lack of demarcation of area for each type of crop
grown creates difficulty in celculating separately the actual amount of
land under operaticn. Of course, cultivation cof single particu;ar eEOR
in jhum lands is also not uncommon and in this case, a rough estimate
inlzslaticn bo the srea of Land under cultivation may be drawn up. In

Table XVIII an attempt is madg to present the area of land under varicus

s

crops in jhum ecultivation H

10 | A :
Berdoloi, BeN.~ Alicnation of Tribal Land and Indebtedness, P.138

Tt ol R e e i
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TABLE XVIII e

Area of jhum land under mejor crdps_

-

Sl'; Name of the village g-~ tealgl bigha). g°r02223%
No. ! g g Paddy IMaize )Sesame } éthers Jarea (bigha)
5l 2 Pite g T ) 6 i
1 Tokre Kramsa 61 49 5 3 164
2  Sikari Engti 50 12 ' 3 71
G el Be 134 5 7 5 151
B Sarthe Teron 53 14 32 ) 118
§  Dekaram Enghi 3s: 2 uh o 35
6 Enghan Adong 39 22 24 11 96
1 Arthen Adong T - -~ - 37
8 Sirim Langsc 32 21 25 14 92
9  Arlong Pharla 164 8 18 12 194
10 Phampri Plangso 56 18 a7 15 126
11 Kania Terang 33 31 29 . 27 120
12 Kania Timung 48 o 6 2, 58
13 Lanki Sengnar 14 4 6 2 26
14 Lanki Timung v35 15 il 8 69
15 Men Timung > 584 l 3 AT 118
16 Ra Kro 22 5 1 - 28
» Tctal 894 n3 256 fsa 1503
Percentage 59.48 18 1] 2|74 LBl 9.98 100

The above table reveals that the total area of land
But it is tc be noted

- under paddy cultlvatlan is B94 bighas (59.48%).

that althaough- paddy is cultivated extensively, some cther crops vize

maize, sesame and vegetables etc. may also be grown alecngwith paddys

The amount of land practised separately for maize and sesame is found

to be 203 bighas (31.51%) and 256 bighas (17.03%) respectively.

include 150 bighas -of land (9.98%) which usually comprise ginger,

mustard

chilli and vegetables etce From this analysis,

we come to

know that paddy is the predominant crop practised by the people of

'Others!

the Project Area in jhum cultivaticne

Table XIX indicates the area of land under settled

cultivation in the selected villages .
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TABLE XIX

Area of land under major crops in
settled cultivation

:i: §Name of the village % Aiea oip e G bigh?)‘_ 7 i liii;ed‘
j ) Paddy ) Sesame % Mustard ) Otherd ?z;abigha)
ALl 2 3 (e 5 G 1
1 Tokre Kramsa 120 5 e i
2 Sikari Engti 17 B 19 3 47
3 Thekeng Bey 208 51 21 25 305
4  Sarthe Teren 52 2 33 8 95
5 Dekaram Enghi 127 6 e 3 146
6 Enghan. Adong 58 & 26 4 88
it Arthen Adong _ 14 B 20 33 B3
8  Sirim Langso. ek i A s gt e 1 42
8  Arlong Pharla ARA . 36 o
10 . Phampri Plangso Zi5d 22 T 10 300
11 Kania Terang 117 = 13 6 136
12" Kania Timung Pbead R Y B R el IO 20
118 Lanki Sangnar 2495 T - 6 A 41
14 Lanki Timung ‘ STEEE - i) 31 18
115 Men Timung w52 8 28 - 88
16  Ra Kro | 24 G G, oy st
L2 Total 1521 214 =56 5z e e
Percentage 69.6 9,8 8D 6+ 9 100

From the above table we come to know that the area of
land under paddy cultivation aecounts for 1521 bighas is€s 69.6% of
the total cropped arca. Besides paddy, the people use to practise

cultivation of sesame and mustard in 214 bighas (9.8%) and 296 bighas
of land (13.5%) respectively, On the other hand, the area of land comp-
rising 152 bighas (6.9%) practised by the people fer cultivation of
maize, chllll, glnuar and veqgetables etce is included in the category
tgthers's The total cropped  area in the selected villages is found e
be 2183 bighas whereas the area of land under settled cultivation is
1924 bighas onlys This has happened due to the practice of cultivaticn
in a particular plot of land for more than onCe, Again, it is cbserved

+that in the village Dekaram Enghi, the total cropped area is 146 bighas

in sattled cultivation and 35 bighas in jhum. But the total area under

cultivation is estimated ab 271 bighas. This is primarily due to non-
dvallabl*lty of sufficient Ialnfall at appropriate times In fine, it
may be said that the people of the FIDJLct depend mainly on cultivation:

of paddy fer their livelihood,
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1,664.5 3,32,900

8 C =38 -
il 2 { § PRUDUCTIGN & VALUE. GF MAJCR CROPS" * IN QL. (4TY)* IN BIGHA (LAND)
‘ ; b gﬁ ooy JHUM SULTIVATION |
=) ] i CROPS ERDWN IN MIXTUHE _ o 1 CROPS GROWN _SEPARATELY
1l - IArea # PAGDY | MAIZE }  SESAME others 1 MAIZE i)' SESAME a OBHERS
2 Name of the har s (:., : 2 } } . Ly : + i
g e JLand 1 Qnty l-vaiue_-' thygValuE iqty [ Value ©diveage ti% Eagﬂty Value IArea Qty 9 Value i ATEualue
" ) . "'!’ ) 1 J d : lLand a Landl dLang
14 z P 3 F 4 | @ 5 i L v/ (T e T AR e R ;14“51 AR
1 Tokre Kramsa 61 121 . 24,200° 50 10,000 23 11,500 6,000 .49 50 10,000 51 39 19,500 3 3,525
2 Sikari Engti 50 9%,“ fi8,200%" 25 ‘55000 43 6,900 S S TRH IR oSS 5T S ot 6 3 1,500 3 2,400
. 3 Thekong Bey 134 200 40,000 50 10,080 30 157000 s iBRaE A0S ins 24l 0aas £ 51 " 40 % 20,0003 aa0
4 Sarthe Teron 53 104 20,800 48 9,600 ~ 21. 10,500 ATy A Rl AL S 14,000 19 8,910
5 Dekaram Enghee = 35 ' 73 14,600 22 4,400 25 2,500 7,500
6 Enhan Adong 39 B5 17,000 25 5,000 10 HyD0E: - 3, DIUEN0o S5 9,600 24" 20 10,000 20 7,500
7 Arthen Adong i 75 15,000 14 2,800 6 3,000 ‘ T -
8 Sirim Langso 32 70 14,000 16 3,600' a2 19,000 f3;p00 8 W20 4p00; 25, 136 18,000 14 12,200
9 Arlong Pharla 164 246 49,200 150 30,000 8O 40,000 17,050 dlEe—— 10,5C0 12 11,800
10 Phampri Plangso 56 107 . ‘21,400 20 4,009 45 5005 a0 OREEIa D 5SS SO pa g =30 15,000 15 8,500
11 Kanlya Terang 33 82,5 96,500 20 4,000 26 1350aE . 13, 5 0nREEa Ry e A 0D = 24 24 12,000 37 92,000
12 Kaniya Timung 48 120 24,000 | 15 7,500. 2,500 _ 6 5 2,500 4 4,100
13 Lanki Sengnar 14 35 7,000 + 10 2,000 10 5,000 °3,000 4 0 #,600 6 5 2l P e
14 Lanki Timung 35. 60 12,000 45 3,000 . 10 G5 nEDR 2l RS Sy S R DS ) S 6,500 B 3,000
15 Men Timung 81 150 30,000 10 2,509 5 2,500 3,020 7 A 2 e Jig el L2002 7,820
16 Ra Kro 22 45 9,000 12 2,400 10 G SR G BTG R R )"
§94 ;489 97,800 321 1,60,500 867,470 247 355 71,000 292 269 1,34,500 157 86,255
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. : \  TABLE XXI : -
y Progpctionnd, Value of Majoxr 'Crops ‘ # In Quintal (Yield)
&S X : In Bigha (Land)_.
i !:;\ e s - . i - L0 e
g Settled Cultivation .38
3 v 1 ﬁ £ ﬁ i
- 3 -
;i.; R ot oy i hage i Paddy, Sesame : Mustard i Others 2 3
1 : | Acca oPViElDil Value | Azea | Yield) Value lArea | Yield ) Value -lAres of g Value
i ! - Land, .} @& ] i af 2 ] S e } } Land
i | i Land _§ - ___itand_ } ) ) 3
1 4 2 3 | a4 | 5 ERRRIAS B h - B e - O SSIEED i §E 2 {oE;
1  Tokre Kramsa 120 253 50,600¢ 5 5 2,500 24 25 12,500 5 7,500
2  Sikari Engti 17 59 10,200 8 6 3,000 19 15 7,500 k| 2,500
3 Thekong Bey 208 450 90,000 - 59 S5 7R 00N 2 15 7,000 25 13,750
4 %arthe Teron 52° 140 28,000 3 4 = 2,000 38 22 11,000 B 6,000
5 Dekarsm Enghj, 127 4259 = 51,800 6 B 4,000 “10 15 7,500 3 5,400
6 Enghan Adong 58 155 3f% 000 ' & = 26 22 11,000 4 5,300
7 Arthiﬁ Adong 14 36 T ZO0ES 6 15 7,500 20 12 5,000 EF 1,625
8 Sirim Langso 583 360 76,000 ) = = 3 7 3,500 6 8,575
9  Arlong Pharla 224 448 89,600  BO 50 25,000 . 36 25 «12,500 = =
10  Phampri Plangso 253 500 1,b0,000 , 22 20 4, EE S 10" - 5,000 10 6,885
11  Kania Terang T 3s{ 70,200 - = - 413 26 13, 000 6 10,790
12  Kania Timung 48 125 25,000 10 10 5,000 34 30 15,000 « 13 7,500
13 Lanki Sengnar " 35 g5' . 17,000 = s < 5 Pl = =8y,
14  Lanki Timung 39 70 14,000 = ® = 8 10 5,000 31 :3,460
15  Men Timung 52 %00 23,000 8 7 3,500 28 20 10,000 4 %
16 Ra Kro 24 60 12,000 6 G Sl e s 3 5 *2,098
- v
1,521 3,463 6,92,600 214 165 82,500 296 259  .1,29,500 152 Rk e




Production & Value of Majeor Crops :

WE have already shown thg, area aof Jhum land under major
creps in Table XVIII and the area of land under major crops ‘in settled
cultivation in Table XIX. Now, to get an idea about the approximate
production of the various crops practised in beth types of cuitivation
we have presented Table XX and. Table?XXI. from the analysis shown in

“the two tables, we can easily find out the total production and velue
of each crop. It is estimated that the fotal amount of production in

: case of paddy is 5,127.5 Q1, the value of which is to the tune of

fs» 10,26,500/~« In this can;ection, it may be ;Dintad out that the rate
of prcduction;bf paddy from jhum land and settled mode of cultivatiom
is found to be 1.9 Q1 and 2.3 Q1 per bigha respectively. Maize is
generally practised in jhum pisltivations That is why, we have not
qhown production of maize out of settled cultivation saparately Instead,
= the amount of production available from ‘settled cult;Vatlon is included
in the column '0thers! of Table XXI. Any way, we have seen that the
people obtain 844 Q1 of maize in jhum cultivation and the value of

- the said product is worked oututa be Rs. 1,68,800/-« In respect of
sesame, it is estimated that the total production is 755 Q1 and the

. total v&lue accounts for R. 3,77,500/-. It is to'be noted that seaame

- -« is extensively grown in jhum cultivation. Out of 755 Q1, of sesame,

” an amount of 590 Q1 is deridéd-ﬁimm jHHm. The quantity of mustard
available from séttled cultivation is 259 Ql, the value of which is
fixed at R« 1,29,500/-4 The quantity of mustard from jhum land is
included in Table XX under column 'Others® due to low yield. We have
obgerved that the people also receiv: an amount .of Rs. 2,57,108/~ for
the products included in the column '10thers! of the tables. This indin

: ’CEtas that the products which are not ‘specifically mentioned ig the

» two tables are, included in this column.
' L
Fishexy @ i

} The role of fishery in the ecconomy of the Project Area

* £

is gquite negligible. We have already mentioned that put of 196 house-
holds;'only 10 nos. (5.1%) possess fisheries covering 15 bighas of

land i,ee 0.35% of the total area of land available in téc selected
villages. The type of fishery may be classified into tank(9 nos.),

beel (2 nos.) and channel (2 nos.). The amount of expenditure incurred
on fishery during the last ycar is estimated at Rs. 5,300/~ as perx

our field study. On the other hand, the quantity of fish caught in the
fisheries is found to be 7 Q1.8% Kg. only, the approximate value of
which aceounts for Rse 12,800/-. It is observed that the people generally

use the productitn of fish for consumption purposes. Only in some cases,



L during the last yeai,

Gotfaqe Industzy

we have mentioned iha? 159 nos

& . respectively out of a total of

Aey
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they happen to sell in the nearby markets/g;cwth centres etc. .Not a

single househeld has received any assistance/sﬂbsidy from“the Government

While dlscussn.u-about'éottage industry in Chapter III,

Faran——

(81.1%),

67

and they weave Va_letles of.clothes in thai

Moreover,

households ecarry ocut

1" i They co not héve any motive

Raw materials are pufchased
ccilected from the forests,

the above menticned cottage

cnly during the last year,

these dindustries

works are generally deone by the menfolk

they mear silk worms for weaving eri

(34,1%) and T2 nos. (36+7%)
of households remain engaged in weaving, bamboo & cane works andsericulture

G e

chaddarse

at convenient time.

Bambaoxo

e e

Wlemen are expert weavers

mainly for their own purposs,

FTrom the mazkets

The

(arfbunt of expenditure incurred for

looms at leisurely hours.

and cane

Most sf the

for selling the products except in. rarze cases,

and some pf them are also

industries is rcughly estimated at Rs.61,530/-

“ Dur “field investigation further reveals that

no househcld has received any assistance in the form af lcan or subsidy

>, for the cottage industries from tvhe Government

"siivestock

In the Project Arefa, we.observe that the pecple are in

the habit of possassing.deesticated-animals and bdrds like bullocks,

Cows ,’

low—lying landse.

goats, 'pigs

Rearing of poultry i

Sga t.ommon sight because of the

and pdhltry etc. Bullocks are mzinly used for cuitiVEting

fact 'that the péapla use to worship various deities by means of offering'

. 7 o guuutry. Table XXII indicates the dlstrlbutlun of livestock prUlatan

1n the P@cject Arca :

]

L

.

Distribution of

.

TABLE_XXII

livestock population

¥ .

¥

" 2
] ’ ] | 1 o . ! 2 4
° \ &l il =
:i i Yee of Bhe, VELAg R miiina kil Gow 1 BURrA G St 16 Pig il Paidt el Tatal
I ) w4 i1 ! § o i o
R | 2 i Y RO b T Yl (W T
1 Tokre Kramsa 38 10 2 22 45 198 3i1i5
‘ 2 8ikari Engti 17 4 B 16 68, e 147
3 Thekong Bey 3o - 48 119 236 435
4  Sazthe Teron 27 e e - at 40 179 14293
5 Dekaram Enghi 18 i - 8 a2 198 286
6 Enghan Adong 17 i = 23 37T 169 2584
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T .
o 5' 2 (s ) 4 ]i 5 ib l il AJ B8 9
7 Arthen Adong e s I AR L S T s 2 145,
Sirim Langso 49 8 o a8 54 249 398
9=  Arlong Pharla 46 '8 = 49 137 * 236 468
i0 Phampri Plangsc 26 12 ~ 45 SR 35 269
11 . Kania Terang 55 6 B L 188 306
12 Kania Timung 21 6 2 34 3 3o 125
13 Lanki- Sengnar 2 e WL IR 5 112 131
14 Lanki T:.mung 5 s ;2 i 70 - 85
15 Men Timung 6 1 SRR 17 172 221
16 . Ra Kro 2 gl 4, e a5 73
Total 369 B2 6 A e A A3 oo

Percentage IS99 ISR g alE 16.45 61456 100

The above table revSals that out of 3920 nes. of total
livestock in the Project Area, the no. of poultry is 2413, the percentage
being 61.56. There are alsoc 645 nos. of pigs and 406 nos. of goats whioh
account for 16,45% and 10.36% respectively, Bullocks numbering 368
constitute 9.39%. The no. of cows is estimated ;; 82 (2.09%)only. It
may be menticned herc that‘the pa;ﬁle Qé%erally do not like to drink
milk and as a result, they pay least attention in kgeping caows. Again,
we. come to know from our field investigation that out of the seledtecd
villages, there are only two villages having bgffalm?f. The ncs buffalces

is found to be 6, the percentage being Del5 of the tatal Livestock

population, 2

#
“I% dis a fact that all the househalds of the selected villages
in the Project A&ea,do not pessess livestock. The distribution of house-
holds according to possgssion of livestock is furnished in the following
table :

TABLE XXILI

Distribution aof householids according to
possession of livestock

I i ] : o e
i Ut 4 1dhe Nos of households POSSESSing g

51 oy i

an Name of the VilluaheuSﬂ% Bul- g Cow :Bufﬁaio‘g Goat % Pig ﬂPnultry
} zoe i -~ hn Ide Ssiggal N e 1

m il 114 WA ST T b I A )

1_ Tokre Kramss 14 12,7 4 1 6 14 12

2 Sikeri Engti | 7 6 2 2 3 7 i

3 Thekeng Bey 17 12 1 . 11 4 17

4 Sarthe Teron " 48 1 6 = 13 13 15




1 2 3 VT B 8 9
5 Dekaram Enghi 13 4 3 - 8 2 Gl
6 Enghan Adong 14 5 3 - 8 12 13
T Arthen Adong 6 4 1 =% vl o L B 6
8 “Sirim Langso ST ) T 4 SN2 TR
9 “Arlong Pharla 20 17 5 = s 20 8

10 Phampri Plangso - 15 10 T - 10 14 14

11 Kania Terang 18 16 3 = SalE 18 14

12 Kania Tiwung 7 7 3 S G TN

13 Lanki Sengnar 6 sl - — 3 4 6

14 Lanki Timung 8 3 ~ - 2 1 4

15 Men Timung 9 4 1 - T 4 9

16 Ra Kre il 1 - - - 6 T

Total 196 130 * 43 S 2

Percentage 66.32 21.93 1.53 60.2 87.75 9031

From the above tagle we come tc know that rearing of
poultry is being practised by 177 nus. of households i.e. 90.31% of
the tctal households. Again, the nec. uf hcuseholds possessing pigs
and goats is found to be 172 (B7.75%) and 118 (60.2%) respectively.
130 nos. of hcuseholds (66.32%) hgve bullocks while 43 ncs; (21.93%)
have cows onlye On the other hand, thc.;c. of hcuseholds having
buffale is found to be 3, the percentage being 1.53 ©nly. On the whole
it may be stated that the rcle played by livestpck populaticn in ;;é
economy of the people concerned is aomewhat'satisfadiory. The
economic condition of the people may further be elevated by means
of implementing suitable schemes by the Goverpment through the g
Department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary, in the near future.

Household Prapériicé :

In a traditional tribal scciety, we do not generally
observer either movable or immevable properties to sbe mcntiuned.
Moreover ghe Karbis used te shift their houses from one place %o
another in searcﬁ’of jhum land., They did not ccnsiderxr it"nécessary
tc prescrve important properties, Their life-style was Ucryusimple.
Since every society is dynamic in nature, some changes have also
taken place among t he pecple of the Projeect Area. The list cof impartant
household properties acceording to cur field investigation in the
rselected villages is furnished beBow
Bikygla = 34 ngs,, Tap Recorder - 4 nus., Radio -~ 73 nos.

Gun “~ 30 nws.,ﬁ Televisian = 1 noe, Wateh -~ 45 noss



The traditional housing pattern which.is known as_pile-dwellipg'hés
also undergone noticeable  change, Except one pile dwelliWg house,
the remaining 368 nos. of thatched houses avpsilable- in the Project

Area are constructed on grounds. However,we dc nat find any Assam

Type or R.C.C. building in the Project Area.

Arnual Income :.

| 7// hile dealing with annual income of the houssholds,
under study, it must be pointed out that necessary data were collected

cn the basis of the respcndents' verbal statemehts because of the

fact that .the pecple did not have any written recozxds of ‘their
annual income, It is, theraefore, quite natural that the figures quoted

in Table XXIV may rict throw sufficient light on their economic

conditions although all-cut‘cfforts were directed towards collectiaon

cT the relevant data with due care.

LN
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A cursory glance cn Table XXIV reveals that land is the
major scurce of income of the people inhabiting the Project Area. In
terms of percentage we find 67+64 of the total income to be derived
from land only, That is why, it may be said that agriculture is the
backbone of the economy of the people, under studye The income from
livestock has also contributed a considerable proportion towards
maintenance of the hcuseholds. It is found that the pEDplE derive
16.23% of the total income from livestock po pUlﬁtan; The percentage
ef annual income from trade and commerce is worked out to be 6.82.

It has already been mentioned elsewhsre in the Report that the peaple
are not, in fact, businessmen in the true sense. They use to sell
household & forest products in the nearby markets and *hereby purchase
their daily necessary items. In the Project Area there is only one
household whose primary occupation is business. quin, we Find 4.8%

of the total income toc be earned by the people frem the source 'Paid
employment including daily wage!, There are only two households

having ineome from service., This- indicates that the pceple of the
Prcject Area have to depond upon dally wage . or similar activities

for their sustenance. From this analysis ;;'can assume that although
land' is the primary source of income, the people can not entirely
depepd upni'agriculture for mainteftance.of their families throughout
the year., As a consequence, they are compelled to resmrt to some

other secondary occupations, even to the extent of dally wage to derive

substantial incame for meeting their minimum needs,

In this context, it may be pointed out that out of 196
noss of total hduéeholds in the selected villages cof the Project &
Area, a dozen households (6.12%) ‘happen to live below the poverty linc
(Rsw 6,660 -& belnw)q The nn; of these households is furnished villagewises
Thekong Bey - 1 no, Arthen Adang ~ 1 noy Sirim Langso -~ 3 nos, Kania
Terang - 1 no, Lanki Tlmung =1 no, Men Timung - 2 nos, and Ra Kro -

3 nos.

In the Project Area, the average gross annual income of
a household is estimated at Rs, 14,771+32 and the per capita annual
income is worked out to be R 2,627,20 cnly, cn the basis of 1990
price level. The highest per capita income amounting to Rse 3,326.21
is ocbserved at Sarthe Teron -and the lowest amounting to R 1,769.10

ig ssen at Ra Kro, according to cur analysis,
»
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Annual Expenditure :

To deal with the _annual cxpend&ture

2
of the households of

the selected villages WE have attempted 4o cover all possible heads

of expenditure so that a clear plcture in relation to the econemic

conditicns of the peoplc emerggss In this connection, it is te be

noted thﬁt it is next to 1mpnssmble for any in

the whelc amcunt cf LXandlture 1ucurred on va

formant tD recapitulate

rious.items throughout

thc yEar. As a =zesult, the flgUDCS shown in Table XXV, do not necess-a —

Ei}y mean the actual amount of expendlturc but

‘exhibit ° the pattern of anpnual ‘expeniituze of t

.

g on the contrary, they

he households onlye
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TABLE_ XXV

Average annual expenditure of the hcuseholds (in Rse )

|

s, ¢ Sl IS5 T T s P SHa R = S alin = T
F\i;: g{\!ame of the villagel ;‘:taJ.. ng.of“ g gnre?,s"& Y du- : gBe-t:g_]EE; 'iTrayellingochtiValégﬂth?r g Land |
j f h;iiz-imumbc;sﬂ Foo ﬁ Orxnaments cation) HBdlthQB:\;-b,iccz = :c_; F i irerimm-_ﬂsgi%h’% | Ri\;iggzc&*

e i i | b ot s ) o iR
e k- sta SRS S ERORTE e aT e ol FS (NE IR T e e R i s e et
1 Tokre Kramsa Y4 I TsE 17081005 “22,i50 2,500 4,600 9,250 3,350 5,800 2,600 528

2  Sikari Engti 7 ey 86,000 . 12,000 oBERL A 15E 2,600 1,050 1,700 600 558

3  Thekong Bey el 104 35 1181 S MRSl e g R S ) S ) e s ) 4,000 S TEE - 5 921

4  Sarthe Teron 15 s 66 1,268,500 25,500 1,500 3,050 7,500 3,300 3,000 2,160 79

5 Dekaram’Enghi 43 84 1,03,100 = 20,200 1,600 4,400 6,900 6,500 6,100 1,400 267

6 Enghan Adong 14 TR T 04, 5068522 2300 1,800 4,550 7,700 5,500 16,500 1,600 550

7  Arthen Adong 6 . 40,700 4,900 Sjfa) 5 00 3,600 525 3,250 500 90

8 SI;im Langso 20 97 1,26,800 18,200 200 5,800 10,500 5,600 T O AR 0 BS

9  Arleng Pharla 20 113 1,76,400 24,050 3,450 7,850 14,200 3,950 24,510 1,640 430
10  Phampri Plangso g5 B6 1,23,300 253000 200 4,600 9,600 3,800 6,400 3,400 720
11 Kania Terang A 112 1,568,000 18,850 2,300 3,950 9,450 3,850 7,550 2,750 288
12 Kania Timung i 44 67,500 7,300 650 1,900 4,350 650 7,700 2,000 109
13 Lanki Sengnar 6 29 .30, 500 5,700 5 2,400 3,300 3,450 3,300 200 6
14  Lanki Timung 8 43 6%,300s 10,400 2,200 1,650 4,300 2,600 2,650 700 25
15 Men Timung 9 51 80,200 15,800 3,550 2,400 4,400 2,100 2 21 " 1,085
16 Ra Kro T 30 29,900 3,900 1 DE0E 2 00 Ly 3,100 700 200 ¢ 22

Total 196 1,102 , 15,37,100 2,55,100 33,100 58,100 1,12,100 53,275  1,08,310 24,660 5,763
Percentage 57e45 9.53 42 SO O 1499 4405 0. 92 0,22
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TABLE XXV (Contd)

S B Y

51 ReEnAEIS, g % Kerosine : 2 Tot ; £
3 ND: it n;i?jj?_:tial R;;c.li.oé‘u;:‘-:tchﬁ fﬂmusement i Toile-tl: ) o e e ota Dimoun i [;er cg[?i.tae
| e ) | Utensil 1} | Expenditure § —PEMEIEUE
j L T L. TR e TR Bt ) T f 19 1 20
1 Tokre Kramsa giiDD 700 2,600 8,600 9,900 1,85,678 1,934.15
2 Sikari Engti 5,700 = a0 2,300 4,500 1,20,358 2,674.22
3 Thekong Bey 32,400 1,200 2,550 14,300 10,700 2,368,571 2,293,095
4 Sarthe Teron ' 15,900 = 2,600 5,550 13,550 2220 3,214.08
5 Dekaram Enghi 11,500 - 6,200 5,950 9,300 1,83,417 2,183, 54
6 Enghan Adong 19,100 700 5,400 5,950 7,750 203,900 = 2,671.83
7 Arthen Adong 5,950 1,950 200 2,800 950 67,515 2ilice o0
8 Sirim Langso 25,700 = 5,300 10,800 5,700 2,23,785 2,307.06
"9 Arlong Pharla 32,500 2,850 5,100 12,300 - 7,300 3,13,500 2,774.34
10 Phampri Plangsao 25,300 1,500 4,600 8,200 13,300 2,29,920 2,673.42
11 Kania Terang 16,350 2,900 2,850 7,700 5,150 2,41,938 2,160.16
i Kania Timung 5,700 3,250 650 4,075 1,500 1,07,334 2,439.41
13 Lanki Sengnar 5,800 400 3,400 2,400 2,900 63,106 2576107
14 Lanki Timung 4,150 2,000 1,400 3,700 4,100 1,05,175 2,445.93
15 Men Timung 5,500 1,700 900 2,850 3,700 1,28,985 2,529.12
16 Ra Kre 2,800 = 1,100 2,100 200 50,122 1,670,473
Total 2,23,750 19,150 45,550 99,575 99,900 26,715,433 2,427.80
Persentage 8.36 0.72 1470 3,72 3.73 100,00
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IiqE tranaplree frem Table XXV that feeg_ls the Dnly
maJor head of expenditure censtltutlng 57 45% of the tetal EXpensee
uf the houeehelds. The amount of expendmture 1n drese & ornamente lS“
werked out to be 9.53% and in ree pect of furnlture & reszdentlal B
bUlldlhg 1t is ‘found to be B.36%. LL/ ith regard to edueet10n,fwal
find the percentage of eXpendlture to be 1. 24 only. Thls 1nd1cates :_
that the people are qu1te at dark about the vital role’ “played by
education in the present age, The pEDplE ‘of the Project Area spend
only: 2.17% of the total expendxture for treatment of diseases. The
percentage of expendlture in relatlan to the head Thetelnut, tobacco
& bev.erage'! is estimated at 4.19. In ease of fcst1Vals & ceremonies,
AP
the people use to spend 4.05% of the total expendlture. On the whole,
the average annual eXpendlture ‘af a household is found to be Rse 13, 65016
anly. We have already seen that the average gross annual income of a
househeld is to the tune of Rse 14,771.32. As a result, the ‘average
household is found to have possessed a very insignificant surplus
budget amounting to Rs. 1.121.16 aely. The per capita expenditure is &
worked out to be Rse 2,427.80 only against the per capita annual income
of fse 2,627+20. This shows that per capita surplus is Rsa 199.40 conly
per annum.ln short, it may be said that the pattern of livelihood of
the people inhabiting the Project Area is not satisfactory and their

economy is still at subsistence level, having only a marginal surplus.,

Before we come to the- énd of this chapter, let us
discuss briefly about the extentof indebtedness in the Project
Areas Dur'PLeldJnveetlgatlce reveals that out of a total of 196
households, 90 households (45.9%) are ip the habit of taking loans
for the purpose of solv1ng their problems, whieh mainly conelst B
maintenance of family and operatle\ of aqucultural activities etec.
1t has heen observed that BXEBpt pne househeld who has taken loan
ameunting to@k; SDU/; only frxom the'DRﬁA Diphu, other households
approeeh the vlllage peaple,'mahagane or shopkeepers etc. for obtalnlng
loan, either in cash or in kind (Table XXVI)s In terms, of percentagcs,
we find O. 13 - 17.&5 and 82,11 of the total ameunt Df lean to bL taken
frem DRDA, Vlllage people including mahajant and shepkeepers respec—
tively. The ‘2ate of 1nterest is found to be 10’ pexr annum in respect
of loan from DRDA. On the other hand, the rate of 1nterest is - much
higher in case of loan availed from other Sourcess Nozmally, the people
have to pay 10-20% interest per menth. In some cases, the rate of interest
is fixed at 50% per annume The ave rage debt per household is estlmated
at Rse 590/~ and the average &bt per indebted household is woxked out
to be 1,285/~. We may, therefore, assume that indebtedness has a delete-

rious effect 6n the economy of the people concernedas
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TABLE XXVI

|

P ‘ | Tuta£ I Nob of 3 Nt ‘o F I  Amcunt of loan alongwith EOGIDE ( 5mcun€iz.) i ““g - : ;_
ND‘iName of the Vlllag? house- h0u§8hcld59 householy 4 Village ople/Mahaieh _ Shopkeeper 5 ngﬁn 0
| R T SCEL N o e i Kind Castit | Kana s
e T oy pdeiEm e bout debly s, TR ; o
2 R ] Lo = J 5 ] 6 i 1 G 9 i 18
1!  Tokre Kramsa 14 6 500 1,000 T 2,800 = 4,300
2  Sikari Engti 7 3 4 s 1,500 = 4,500 = 6,000
3  Thekong Bey o 11 - 2,000 - 15,600 - 17.600
4  Sarthe Teron 15 i 14 - ~ = 1,000 = 1,000
5 Dekaram Enghi 13 9 = ' 3,800 1,000 6,300 4,000 15,100
6 Engpan Adong 14 e =0 ' 4,b00 5 A2 S 8,100
7  Arthen Adong 6 6 , = = & = 10,400 = 10,400
8 Sirim Langso 20 5 15 - 800 - 1,600 800 . 3.200
9 Arlong Pharla 20 14 6 - = = 17,475 - 1174715
10  Phampri Plangso 15 4 11 = 400 = 5 3,200 3,600
11  Kania Terahg 18 7 £ = 900 = 18,800 = 11,700
12  Kania Timung if b 1 - - - 5,600 - 5,600
13 Lanki Sengnar 6 3 3 = 800 < 400 = 1,200
14 Lanki Timung B 3 5 - 2,100 = - ¢ 1,000 3,1QP
15  Men Timung 9 3 6 o 4,300 5 = = 4,300
16 Ra Kzo T 2 5 3 = = 1,000 2,000 3,000,
7 196 90 106 500 AR 1,000 51,675 13,300 1,15,675
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CHAPTER V
CHANGING TRENDS

Every society, tribal or non-tgibal, has to und;rgo some
sort of changes with the passage of time. As Such, the-Karbis wha
constitute the Project Area have also been influenced by a host of chan—.
ges in some way or other, The system of joint family which was predomi-’
nant a few decades back has gradually disappearsd and in its place the
nuclear family system has emerged. Our field investigation.reveals that
out of 196 families of the selected villages," the no. of joint and
nuclear families is 48 and 148 respectively. In terms of percentages
we find 24.5 and 75.5 to be joint and nuclear famllles in the Project
Area. It is likely that the existing percentage of joint family will
decrease in the near futuré and as a result, the percentage of nuclear
family will increase proportionately. In respect of health, it may be
said that previously, the people used to depend upon the traditicnal
methods of treatment of diseases. Although they have not cbmpletely
given up the old methods, they like to visit the doctors off and on .
With regard to education, no significant changes have taken place in
the Project Area. The people do not think of sending their wards to
the school for proper educatione However, it is seen that children in
large number attend the classcs in L.P. schools which are located within
their respective village, Drastic chénges have taken place in respect
of dress and ornaments. The traditional pattern of dress is canfined
to the womenfolk only. The young boys are in the habit of weating latest

design shirts and pants while the young girls like tc uBe cosmetics,

vanity bags and chemical ornaments etc. extensively. We have also observed

certain changes in khbe context of household prﬁperties.ﬂsome of the
households of the Project Area possess cycle, radio, watch, tap‘recorder
etece which were _quite unknown to the people in the recent past. Moreover,
the people constructed plle~dwclllng houSe previously. But, now-a-days,
they like to CDnSuIJ%t houses on grounds. Our field study indicates that
in the Project Area there is,only one pile ~dwelling house whereas the
noe of thatched houses constructed on grounds is 368. So far as change
in agriculture is concerned we find that the péoplg cultivate léw-lying
lands for settled cultivation although the traditional methaod is jhum
or shifting cultivation. The people are, of course, not interested in
using chemical fertilisers or improved variety of seeds at present, but
they will perhaps adopt the scientific methods of tultivation in the years
to camé.
In fine, it may be said that although the Project Area is
QLDUraPhlcally located in between Dlphu, the District H.G. of the Karbi

‘A.glong district amd Lumding, an important railway town of the Nowgong

..disbrict, tha Peopls hava net oxhibited any xomaxkable chanye in their

path of progress,

D e ——
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CHAPTER-VI

CoNCLUD ING BSERV, TILNS ,ND
- SUiLLSTIUNS

The socio—economic survey of the scheduled tribe population
inhabiting the Miyungdisa Mini Compact Area Project is supposed to present
a vivid picture in relation to all relevant aspects of the peocple, under
study. The dat- collected from the surveyed villages, after prapei .
tabulation and analysis, have been systematically arranged under several
chapters to have a final shape of the present Rupa;t‘ The first chapterx
is, of course; devoted to a prLllmlnary dlSCUSSan about the formation
of the two hill districts which include various ethnic groups of diverse
origin. Moreover, earlier attempts at centrolling the destructive method
of jhum cultivation by the Government Departments during the different
Five Year Plan Periods have been discussed in a capsule formas AR ethno-
graphic note on the Karbis who solely constitute the PrDjEct Area is
also incorporated into this chapter. Finally, the "list of selected

villages of the Mini Compact Area Project is furnished.

! While dealing with basic demographic aspects of the Project
Area in the second chapter, we haJD shown the distribution of willages by
size of populatioﬁ (Table II). It has been found that the no. of villages
wEthin ther e abadonyhaf eopilation t 50 = =100 17 'and Snthe caterony
tBelow 50! it accounts for 6. But, "only .3-nos. of villages fall within
the category '100 & above! ocutvof sixteen villages. From this analysis,
we understand that most of the selected villages are small in size and
in this connection, it may be mentioned here that this semallness in size
is the characteristic feature of a typical Karbi village. When we look
at the distributidn of population according to age-group (Taﬁle DEL)E
we find the ercentagc of population in the survayed villages to be
42,6 and 26. 6 in fhe age—groups '0 — 15'yra and '15-30' yrs respectively.
In other words, these two groups-cover 69% of the total population, Sex-

ratio in the Project Area is estimated at 1000 s 8&{ (Table IV).

In #he third chapter, an attempt is made to focus light on
the infrastructural facilities which are availalfle in and around the
surveyed villages of the Project Area. It is seen that trénsport and
communication facilities are not at all satisfactory. A motorable road
runs through the Project Area. But there is no provisien of public
transport system. Pecple have to move on foct unless they receive the
services of the trucks which carry logs from the forests. We come to
know from Table V that 8 noss of Mllages lie within the distance of
t0-2'KeMe from the nearest motorable road agaimst 7 nos. of villages

at a distance of '3=5' K.M. A single village is only located at a distance
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of 9 K.M. ffop e nearest motorable rcad. It ‘is, therefore, quite
glear tha¥ thec wo®pde of tha Project Area will bc able to%derive ‘much
enefit, ¥¥ Quses ply oy the -ex disting road in a regular manner. With
fegard to railway faciiygies, it may be said that cut of 16 nos. of
gelected villages, 13 nose. ark located beyond 10 K.Ms from the nearest
railway sfation (Table VI). k8 a result most cof the peaple are nmot in
® position to derive much benefit cut of the facilities offered by the
pallJways. It has been observed that all the selected villages of the:
Frocjeat Area are located at a distance of 20 K.M. & above from Manja,
the H«lQs of the Lumbajong Developmént Blocke Cnasthe other hand, we
find 7 nose., 6 nos, and 3 nes, of villages located at a distance of
0-20 K.M., 20-30K.M, and 30-40K.M. respectively from the District H.d.
_Diphq‘ Table VIII shows the distance of the surveyed villages from the
nearc®¥ Post & Telegraph offices It has baen cbserved that locatjon

cf tha Post Office is more caonvenient to the people rather than that

of Telegraph Office. 14 nos. of vildages are Jocated within the digtance
of U0-20 ReMe frem the nearest Post Office while 7 nos. of villages are
)acated v the Bame range from the nearest Telegtaph Office. Regarding
medical.facqldties it may be pointed out that 50% of the selected
villaggs are Mocated within the éistance of '0-10"' K.M. from the nearest
dispensaryan Agadn, 37'5% and 12'5% of the villages are located in the
range of '10-20'K.Mg and '20-30' K.M. respectively from the place of

the ngarest dispengagy (Table IX)s" So far as educaticnal institutions
are gopncerned, we have cobserved that out of 237 nos. of children ih

the age-group '6-10'yrs, the no. of children attonding LeP.schcocols is
101 cut of which male and female students are 65 and 36 respectivelys

In this conneotion it may be waktioned here that children from 3 nes

of villages go to lower primary schools located within their villages.
On the bther hand, children frcm B nos. and 5 nose of villages have

to attend L.P.échcls located ‘at a distance of!'1-2! K.M. and '2.5-5"
K.M. respectivelys In respect of M.E.standard, we find the no. ef
studehts in the year 1990 to be 28 (Male =20 and Female -8J)onlys But

the no. of students rcading in High Schools from the surveyed villages
is estimated at 15 cut of which male’ and fdmalc students are 13 and

2 respectively, This indicates that mest of the students discontinue
their studies immediately after completicn of lower primary standard,

On" the whole, the people of the Project Area cppear-to be less gonssicus
about the role of educatien in the present-day world. The ne of litera-
tes in the sslected villages is found tc be 186 out of the tctal popu-
laticn of 1,102, The percentage @f literacy accounts for 16,8 which is
cmparatively less tham that of the Karbi Anglung district (19+2% as per
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1971 Census). The existing scurces of drinking water in the seslected
villages are found to be natural spring, well and river. Table XII
reveals that 8 nos., 5 nos., and 3 nos. Df‘villages dEpend“Lpon natural
spring, well and river respectively as the sources of drinking water.
It is, therefore, quite clear that pecple of the Project Area tan not
expect good drinking water until and unless water supply sSchemes

are executed by the concermed authority. With regard to fmarketing
facilities, it may be said that non-availability of fairlprice shop
withdn the Project Area has compelled the pgople to purchase their
necessary commodities at a higher rate from 15 nos. of grocery shops
located in and around the surveyed villages. Moréover, location of

the daily/weekly markets is also not within easy reach of the people.
From Table XIII, we come to know that two villages are located at a
distance of '0-5' K.M. from the nearest market place. People from

7 nos, of villages have to visit the nearest market located at a
distance of '5~-10' K.M. The remaining villages are found to be located
beyond 10 K.M. from the nearest market., The role played by the co-
operative societies in the Project Area can not be said to be satis-
factory because of the fact that out of 16 villages, only 6 nos. derive
some amount of benefit from the Wholesale Consumers® & Marketing Co-
operative Society, Diphu., People of the remaining ten villages are
quite ignorant of the facilities extenﬂed by the co-ocperative societies.
In respect of cottage industry, it-may be said that 81.1% of the house-
holds are engaged irt weaving tradigionai clothes in their looms. Again,
36.7% of the total households practise rearing of silkworms. On the
other hand, the percentage of households engaged in varicus types of
bamboo & cane works is cstimated at 34.1 only., It may be menticned

here that all the products are mainly used for domestic purposes The

economic condition of the pcopie may be elevated to a certain degree

" by means of revamping the cottagd’ indestries through execution of

suitable schemes Bor the-purpose of large—-scale praoductions.

To present a clear picture of the prevasiling economy
amongst the people of the Project Area, we have furnmished a systematic
analysis.of the relevant data in the fourth chaptex. We have come to
know from Table XIV that out of 196 nos, af tctél households, 193 nos,.
(984+47%) have taken up cultivation as the primary occupation. Service
is found to be primary occupation for two huouseholds (1.02%). Again,
only one household (0.51%) has taken up business as the primary occu-—
pation. Ouxr field study reveals that 103 nos. of households have
adopted daily wage as secondary DCEUpatiOH- This implies that mcst of
the househodds of the Project Area can not depend entirely on primazy

pccupatiosn for their livelihood. Table XV shows the distribution of
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workers and non-workers in the surveyed villages. We find that earners
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and earning dependents constitute 17.8% and 41.5% of the total popula-
tiocn respectively. The percentage of non-earning GEpendghts accounts

for 40.7.. A cursory glance on Table XVE will reveal the land-holding i
pattern of the households, under'study. It is seen that 25 nos. aof
households possess lands in the category '0-10"' bighas. Again, we

find 132 noes, of households having lands in the category '10-30' bighas,
The no. of households pmsseséing lands in the category ' 30 bighas &
égove' is estimated at 39, On the other hand, Table XV&I shows land-
holding of various types of the households, It has been found that

the tctal area cf land possessed by 196 nos. df households in the
Froject Area is 4,290 bighas cut of which the area of land under culti-
vation is estimated at 3,427 bighas. Homestead and fishery occupy 320
bighas and 15 bighas of land respectively. Moreover, the total area

of fallow land is found to be 528 bighas. The average land-~holding pex
househald and per capita land-holding in the surveyed villages are
worked out to be 21.8 bighas and 3%8 bighas rxespectively. While dealing g
with area of jhum land under majir creps (Table XVIII), we have
observed that the total area of' land brought under paddy cultivaticn

is 894 bighas which constitute 59.48% of the cropped area. It may be
mentioned here that cultivation of scme other crops vize sesame, maize
and different kinds of vegetables etc. is alsc practised alongwith
paddy in the same plot of land. Whatever it may be, it is seen thad
cultivaticn of paddy is carried out ifi an extensive mannera Thc area

of land cultivated scparately for maize and sesame _is estimated at

203 bighas (13451%) and 256 bighas (17.03%) respectively, Cultivation
of ginger, mustard, chilli anc vegetable etc. is alsc practised by the
people in 150 bighas of land which ccnstitutemg.QBi of the total
cropped area.lIn respect of the area of land under settled sultivation
(Table XIX) we find 1,521 bighas of land (69.6%) brought under

paddy cultivatign, On the cther hand, the area of land utilised for

the cultiuatiun.of sesame and mustard is found to be 214 bighas (9.8%)

and 296 bighas (13.5%)“ra8pectively. Morecver, 152 bighas of land (6e9%)

are put into use for cultivation of maizey; chilli, ginger &nd other
vegetables etc, We have thus observed that out of the tetal cropped
area, the area of land brought under paddy cultivation, jhum-ar N ON=—
jhum is the highest and it can, therefore, be assumed that cultivation
of paddy plays a significant role in the economy of the people, under
study. It may be pointed cut here that the rate of productiecn of paddy
in jhum is comparatively less than that of wet cultivation. We have
ohsezved that in case of jhum l3hd yield of paddy per bigha is 1.9 Q.
Wher as in case of settled cultivation, it i 23 Ql. Table XXIII shows

the distribution “of hpusehclds aceording to possession of livestock. It
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is found that out of 196 nos. of households, 177 nos. (90.31%) have
the habit of rearing poultry. Again, 172 nos. of households (87.7%)
have possessed pigs. Moreover, the no. of_ households haviﬁ§ bullocks
is worked out to be 138 (66,32%). This indicates that the paople of
Project Area derive a.me amount of benefit out of livestock population.
Therefore various prﬁgrammes may be taken up by the Department of
A.H+& Vetys. to motivate the people to adopt scientific methods of
rearing animals and birds so as to ocnable them to derive substantial
income, In rsspect of annual income of the:households from various
sources (Table XXIV) we have observed that land is the primary source
of income of the people, contributing 67.64% of the total incomes
The next source of income is found to be livestock population which
provide 16.23% of the total income to the people. The average gross
annual income of a household is worked put to be Rs. 14,771.32 and
the per capita annual income is found to be Rse 2,627.20 only, according
to 1990 price level. Table AXV shows the pattern of annual expenditure
of the households, under study. It has been cbserved that in respect
of food item the amount of expenditure is the highest i.e. 57.45% of
the total amount of expenditure. Again we find that 9.53% and 8.36%
of the total expenses are incurrsd for dress & ornaments and furniture
& residential building respectivelye. The total amount spent for
treatment of diseases is worked out to be 2,17% while it is 1.24% only
in case of education. The average annual expenditure of a household
accounts for Rse 137;650.16 only. This sho;s that the average household
is having a marginal surplus amcunt of Rse 1,121.16 only per annums It
may, therefore, be assumed that the mconomy of the households is at
subsistence level. At the end of this chapter we have furnished Table
AXVI showing the extent of indebtedness in the Project Arca. From
this table we come to know tﬂat 45,9% of the total households are in
debt. The average debt per fheusehold®is found to be Rse 590/— whereas
the average debtiper indebted household is estimated at Rse 1,285/-.

In chapter V we have tried to bring into focus certain
changes that have taken place among the people ef the Project Area. It
has been observed that disintegration of joint family system has led
to the formation of nuclear family systeme. The attitude of the people
towards treatment of diseases has alsoc undergone some changess. They
visit the nearest medical institutions if necessity arises, Practice
of settled cultivation in addition to jhum has- alsc been adopted by
the peuple, We find stiking changes in respect of material culture
particularly in dress and ornaments, household properties and house
type etec. In short, it may be 5353 that implementation of various
plans and programmes by the concersed authorities might generate

tremendous change in socio=economié life cof the peuple.
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Suggéstions g

to put forth the follewing few suggestions for necessary censidera-
tion by the concerned aguthority for socio-economic upliftment of

E -
; 7 Before we come te the end of the Report we wpuld like

I

[ the pecple inhabiting the Miyungdisa Mini Compact Area Project

| :

1a As the pecple of the Project Area are already accustomed
to settled mode of cultivations attempts may, thercfore,” be made to
motivate the people for adopting high yvielding Variétieslof CDOpSe

3 : “ che;ical fertilisers and pesticides etc, to derive maximum production ,

@ Irrigation facilities should be provided to the people for carrying

; out agricultural activities in a sci;ﬁtific mannér because of the

fact that the cultivatoxn{can not expect satisfactory result simply

l .- on the mercy of Nature. Moreover the plantation of suitable varieties

[ o of coffee and rubber should be encourgged for supplementing their

|

> incomes.

and for this purpose, emphasis should be given to make the people
realise the importance of educaticdn in shaping the destiny of their
children for a bright future. Special efforts may be channelised

to infuse enthusiasm ameng the pecple toc send their female children
to school since the rate of female literacy in the Project Area pre-
sents a dlsmal picture.

/y ; o
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3. For all-round devedopment of the pecple, road communpni-
cation system cennecting all the sclected villages ofﬂthe Project

Area must be imprcoved and transport facilities shauld Se provided

as far as practicable. Immediate attention should be paid for complete
black topping of the total length of the existing imad which zuns

through' the heart of the Project érea.‘ 3

‘ 2a The tendency of the children in-discmntinuing'thcir

& 4 studies after primary stage of educaticn should be thoroughly checked

-t 4o Schemd for seientific rearing of improved varictics of
livestock may be takeh uppby the ﬁcpartmant ef Animal Husbandary &
Veterinaxy for strengthaning the economy of the people. It has been

observed that the smount of inceme derived by the pmople of tHe

Project Area out of livestock populaticn is next to that of cultivation.

5 Suitable steps may be undertaken by the Department of

|
| Fishexry to motivate the people for developing pisciculture which

| Will provide, sufficient scope for enhancement of -their ecoumomy. At

j present, -it is seen that those households having cultured fisheriﬁs
in the Project Arca are interested in producing Fish mainly for

‘ household consumption. It is prcct;d that a good no. ef households
: i

!
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will come forward to develop fisheries provided proper demonstration
and supply of fish scedlings at subsidiscd rate ctc, ang macde easily

avaibable to them, -

6 Medical institutions have tc be provided with adequate
facilities so that the p@ople do not face difficulty in case of
treatment of varicus discases, Special attempts may be made to
emadicate malariza which frequently occurs in the selected villagesa.
“The attitude of the people towards treatment of discases by means
of propitiating deities or other traditional methods will undergo
Sea-change in course of time and they will autematically come to

the well-equipped medical institutions without any hesitation .

Te The extent of indebtedness among the people of the
Project Area is a matter of grave concerns. It has been observed

that most of the people take loan cither in cash or kind from the
village mahajan or shopkeeper at a higher rate of interest, Therefore,
the co-operative societies, banks and other institutional agencies

may grant loans in cash/kind on easy procedure to the people ta

improve their economic condition,

8. Cottage industries have to be given a new shape by

means of implementing varicus income-~generating schemes by the com-
retent authority for the benefit of the pecoplee. Marketing facilities
for the finished products shouild be prCUldCd at any cost, Tha tra—
cditional method ofswegving clothcs in lnln looms may be replaced

by impraved technology and raw materials have to be *provided to

the people at subsidised cost. For development of sericulture
industry various schemes viz. pProvision of disease-free seeds,
proper plantatlcn of food plants, construction of rearing house in

a scientific manner, demonstration and training facilities etec. to

the rearers may be undertaken. ° "

S Drin@ing Water facilities in the form or piped water,
tubewell and ringwell ete, should be provided to the pecple who,
at present, do not have any alteg%tiva source but to collect water
from the katcha well, natural stream and river which are usually

the carriers of germs of water~borne diseases.

10. People use to spend huge amonnt of paddy in brewing
ric-ebeer (Horlang and Heor Arok) which is reguired not only for

daily use but alse for pexfarming various socio-eedigious functionsa
This leads tc an adverse effect on the economy of the people,
Therefore, Vigorous efforts may bewdirected towards bringing cons-
ClpAsnics among the people to minimise exXcessive amount af eXpen—

diture in eonnection with consumption of ricebeer.
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e Top priority should be given on cperatisn of cadestral
smrvey in the Project Area to obtain necessary land recagcds which

are highly essential for execution of dewelcpment programmes.

12. Suitable steps may be adopted in order to make the people
more conscicus about the welfare measures and constitutioconal provi-
sions meant for thems During our field investigation if was found

,that most of the people are quite at dark about thesc aspectsa

13. Corrupticn in any form must be, rocted out for the purpose
of effective implementation of the schemes designed to wean away the

people cf the sslected villages from the practice of shifting cultivaticne

144 All the selected villages of the Project Area should be
brought under electrificaticn so as to enable the pecple to utilise

it for domestic consumption as well as agricultural ocperations.

15 During formulativn and implementation of the developmental

plans and programmes, the outstanding vicws of the renowned scholars :
in the field of tribal development should also 58 taken inte account

so that the ethnic identity of the particular tribe is not lost for

ever in the name of tribal development.

D rmespon
LLiELLSEE



