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" INTRODUCTION |

Tribal commuiities ﬁhich are still in pre-
agricultural level of technology and facing.fhe problem
of survival are identified as primitive groups needing
special attention., Consequently, Chenchus who are focd
* gathering and hunting tribe living in the backward and
: continaous areas of Mahaboohﬁagar, Nalgonda, Ranga Reddi,
Kurnool, Prakasham, and Guntur districts of Aqdhra Proe
desh are indentified =3 primiti%¥e and isoléﬁeé group
requiring special care. [

_ Duriﬁg 1974-75 for the promoticn of accele-
r%ﬁéd development of the Chenchus an Integrated Tribal
Development Project '.r Primitive Tribal Group (Chenchus)

was establiehed and cultable schemes were evelved. The

programmes mainly a° : at creation of a stab-e base for

this primitive and fuod gathering tribe so that the

shift from food gatbering to sendentary economie life,

e



-2-

with dependable source of livelihood is smooth without
disrupting the gradiual process of gr0w1ng out from one
stage of cconomic life to another. The strategy of the
Plan is to help tie priwitive Chenchus to grow out of
the food gathering stage by first iﬁtrodacing them to
horticul ture, foresiry and animay husbandry, so that
they can be 1nrrodu~bd to more improved operations of
agricul ture and local ray materlal bpseq 1ndustries in
the next cSage. While preparing thenm fdr the first
';stage of chgramun & simul taneoug progremme of land
development was planch besides tralnlng then in various
agricul tural and coSSage and small scale 1ndustries. As
the Chenchus spe scattered over gix districts ang living
in small clusters it yag felt that area bageg programmes W
Not suit theip recuwirerents, Henee a household

based approach was eiopted ang it was planned to help
€each Chenchuy household with One or the other economic
programmes,

The plan is ip operation since” 1975-76 and an
amount of Rs, 36 1akhg has been spent on different schemes
so far, The Government of India d931rec to know the
level of development ang 60 assess the gap between the
Chenchus ang Other loeal POpulation snd alsu to know
to what extent the £8P has been bridged consequent on

the implemuntatiun ¢f the plan programmes snd identified
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needs, Hence, an evaluation of the project was

undertaken,

The objectives of the evaluation:

1o To find out the progressive implementation
of bthe various programmes since 1975.
2, To examine whether the programmes were suit-
able for the different areas with reference to prevesil-
ing socio~economic and cultural vealues.
S To examine and identify the factors contri-
buting to the success or failure of the scheme.
he To suggest remedisl measures for future
planning and'implementation.
METHODOLOGY

The primary data relating to the a;location
of funds, targets and achievements are obtainéthirgftly
from the records of Assistant Project Officers through
structured questicnnaires., As the project is primarily
a family based programme, the actual impact cn the
beneficiary households was collected by interviewing
and by actuzl observation through structured schedules

from the selected households, As the programme is
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spread over a large area of six districts only one
block from each district was selected where maximum
number of programmes were implemented for intensive

study og the benefits accrued at block, village and

household level.

The following Blocks were selected.

District Panchayat Samithy
Ranga Reddy Pargi
Mahaboobnagar Achampet
Prakasham Markapur

Kurnool Nandyal

Guntur Macherla

Nalgonda - Deverakonda

In the 6 selected blocks there are 184 villa-
ges and 3,318 Chenchu households are identified under
Integrated Tribal Development Project Programmes. In
view of the limited time and manpower it was deceided
to study only 5% of the villages and beneficiaries under
each programme for evaluation. However, for community
programmes viz,, community irrigastion wells, industries,
trade assistance, atleast one beneficiary was covered. fron
each district where the programmes were implemented. Thus
11 villages and 168 beneficiary households were sclected

by using stratified randum sampling technique taking
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each pamchayat samithy as one stratum. Based on the

above the number of villages covered,under this

study are as follows:

S e T T B S S S S T S T

Total No,of No.bf villa- No,of house=~

Block villages ges selected holds stu-
covered under for evalua=- died,
I.T.D.P, tion.
Pargi 3k 2 : 28
Devarakonda 12 1 ; 8
Achampet 62 3 58
Nandyal 7 1 ' 11
Markapur L9 3 L&
Macherla 2 1 1
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AREA AND PEOPLE

Since time immemorial the Chenchus inhe=
bited the Nallamzlai forest on either side of river
Krishna, 4Apart from these forest Chenchus a sizeable

popu}ation lives in varicus districts scattered =il

over the State,
DEMOGRAPHY &

According to 1971 Census the population
of Chenchus is 24,178 of which 12,778 are males and
11,400 females. dAuwong them 14,260 1ive in the forest
areas and constitute the most primitive group known
as Adavi Chenchus. The rest regiding in different
parts of the plains areas belong to the various peri-

grinsting groups. a4

SUB-DIVISIONS SMONG CHENCHUS:

dpart from the Chenchus of the Jungles

of Amarabad and Nallamalai several other groups

live in symbiosis with the plains population all over the
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Andhfa Prodesh State and a few even in Orissa and
Maharashtra States. These different groups have

diverse cultures or practices and different occupa-

tions, The various referenges to these diffepent

groups cause a lot of confusion, Prof, Haimendorf
describing his views on the origin of Chenchus

expressed doubts on the identity between Chenchus

living on the banks of river Godavari and Amarabad plateau.
He opined that itlinerant beggars and religious mendin
cants of various lower castes desgribe themselves as
Chenchus in order to deceive the Plains folks for pheir
advantage, During the course of systematic study for
compiling a monograph on the Chenchus, several different
sub-divisions are identifled , The Adavi Chenchu or
Konda Chenchu are those living in Jungles of Nallamalai
and dmarabad plateau, 411 other Chenchys regard them

as central point from where they trace their descent.
The Voora Chenchus are those who once inhabited the
jungles and came down t0 the plains inp seardh of live-
lihood, Due to contgets with plaing pPeople they have
given up their cld habits, HowEVer, still some of
them maintain marital relations witp Adavi Chenchus.

The Yanadi Chenchus are those living at the foot hills

of Ahobilam and in some Villages of Cuddapah and Nellore
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"districts and they got this nick name dge to their

free marital contacts with the Yanadis. The Bontha
Chenchus are a nomadic group who frequently visit

the coastal towns and places of religious fairs, and
live on gselling bambco sticks, fruits, flowers, mats
etc, They have no permament residence and do not
intermarry with other Chenchus forming a separate
endogémous group, They represent a group of nomadics
.recruited from different low castes who have taken up
perigrinating life posing themselves as Chenchus,

The Chenchu Dasaris are a mendicent group of Kurnool
district who eke cut their livelihcod by singing

and praising lord Narasimha of Ahobilem. They are prin-
cipally a nomadic village folk going on their begging
anéd itié%aries in a particular seascn of the year.

They have no common descent and relaticnship with
forest Chenchus and represent a heterogenous gfuup re=-
cruited from different castes. The Koya Chenchus are a
group of fake medicine men coming from Bhadrachalam
area in certain seasons of the year. They have neifther
connubizl nor commensal relations with forest Chenchus.
The Krishna. Chenchus are a group of mendicant beggars
inhabiting the rura=l areas of Guntur and Krishna diStriCt%t
From the data collected it appears that this communi &y

represent a conglomeration of Chenchus and some primitive
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communltles like Dommara and Nakkala etc, Like
Chenchu Dasaris, Krishna Chenghus a]lso speak a

dizlect of their own.

SETTL PATT

The Chenchu villages known as gudem&are
dotted allover the hilly area and they are almost
exclusively inhabi ted by Chenchus, However, in the
lower ledge of Amarabad plateau and bordering areag
of Guntur and Prakasham districts the Chenchus live
in symbiosis #with plains populationé. Hepe ang there

in interior forests the Lambadas also live with the

Chenchus.

The Chenchu settlements in the interiop
forest consists of 5 to 10 householdg wvithout any
specific pattern and can be classified ag Shﬂpelesg
clusters, There are even settlements with only cne
or two households such as Pothurajupents in Kurnool
district and Pullaipalli in Mahaboobnagap district,
The entire interior villages from Farhabag to Medlmank
in Amarabad plateau and interior villages Such ag
Rudracode and Pangidigudem in Kurnool distriot hardl
exceed 10 hutments. &s a measure of contrclling Bhis
Chenchus from eriminal activites the erStWhlle

Govepnme‘nt
of Madras presidency and the Nizem Governpg, Bt pegp o
Clpeq the
into big settléments like Bairluty, Nag?luty & t
alanft; ay
Pecheruvu, T uwamalabailu and Vatwallapally' anal
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The houses of ChenChus.Vary in type and
structure according to the ecological setting, Among
the jungle Chenchus the round bottomed conical hyt is
tpe mos b common} While in the peripheral villages
and in settlements where Government has undertaken
housing colonies, rectangular, square or oblong type
of hut with gabled roof is becoming popular. In tue
jungle the walls are made up of bamboo wattle work
while in the villages they are made up of mud and stone‘

The huts are usually single roomed and very conges ted,

ECONOMY s

Majority of the Chenchus inhabiting the
project area continge to be in the lowest and prie-
meval stage of development, The dense forest clad
hillj terrain served as a refuge area for the primi-
tive group isolating them from the main stream of the
nonetribal society., Despite the occasional contacts
with the outside wordd through pilgrim population
from early times, the currents of change in the
economic sphere that swept through the neighbouring
plains did not seem to have reached the Chenchus. The
water scarcity coupled with absence of fertile chynkg
of 1and in the Chenchu belt have contributed to the

poor development of agriculture, Consequently, Chenchu
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area did not attract agricultural populationstfrom

the neighbouring plains. The geo-ethnic factors have

contributed to the stagnation of the Chenchu economy,

Hence, the Chenchus still depend upon the fopest
and continue to consume roots, tubers, leaves,fruibs,
insects, small animals, seeds and even unpalatable
food stuffs and many v:arlet:.es of insects and animal s,

They have trad:_t;:z.onal skill in hunting. Minor forest
produce, honey collection and basket making Provide thep
subsidiary employment., They are also employed by &g fopest
department in bamboo coupe work, road construction

work, teak plantation, nurseries ete,

For a major part of the year the Chenchug
rely on the digging stick and the forests are vep;.
table store house of their food, The women apg ehid e
ren go for collecting various roots and tuberg,
During the month of January they collect the large
brown velvety pods of Madapu(BauhunL‘.vauhiij}) Creepepg
Th'e pods thus collected are roasted or boileg ol A
extracting the green sceds for nsamption, Tanaring
fruits are collected by the Chenchus for consuﬂlptign

as well as for sale. The sour tamarind fruyjit

is coated with ash so as o0 reduce acidity content 4

make it fit for consumption, The green berrieg o

Chironji come in the month of March, The shellg &
e
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cracked and kernel is exftracted and consumed. They
continue to consume these fruifsi till the ‘end of
Manpi. . ! 407 !
Febpuary, By the first week of April, howevep, the
prospects of getbting food from forest improve Ficus
infectioria, ficus glomer:ata and Diospyros melanoxylon
fruits ripen one after anctber heralding & period of
plenty for the Chenchu; At the same time the Mohwa
season starts, Bbhya flowers are a very good source

of income to the Chenchus. & part of the collected

_hohwa flower is consumed or used for distillation

and the rest is «0ld in markets. TIhe dried flowers
ére purchased by the villagers and égain resold

to the Chenchus in the off seasol. Chenchus
purchase these floﬁers 4in exchange for other minor
forest produce. Chenchus prefer gimple garden culti-

vation as it involves no investment, inputs and contie

nuous labour, The .garden crops are raised in small
plots fenced with locally available bhambooOS, As
the smzll plots are heavily manured they alsc yield

a very rich crope.

Settled agriculture could not make congi-
derable head way in Chenchu areg,exgepting a few
settléments 1ike Pedementhansla, Garapenta, ?&arripala:%
Appayapalli etc., where there are progressive Cnenchuﬁ

oul tivators. Some of the Chenchus who have been
)
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working as farm servants to the progressive nons
tribal cultivators in the nearby villages have learnegd
the settled cultivation practices and dther'improved
methods, Next important pursuit is honey collection,
Bifferent techniques are used to collect honey from
combs located on trees, tree trunks, rogks, mountain
cliffs and ravines. The collected honey is sokd to

the Girijan Cooperative Corporation,

CHANGING NUTRITIONAL STATUS:

The changes that had teken place in the
Chenchu habitat have resulted in change of the ecq.
systems They us®f %9 live in isclation in smalj
settlements consisting of 5 to 10 hutments having 1 tq
traditional hinterland for hunting and food gathering.
Due to the small population and the large ares of forest
available, the Chenchus were able to get theip fooq
requirements fizem the forest. Their dependence on
agricul tural produce is negligible and Usually get
the coarse grain from the nearby plains Villages by
exchanging the minor forest produce items, The Opening
of roads and extension of the agtivitles of tpe Foregt
Department, has brought several changes in the dietary
habits of Chenchus. The influx of a large Dumber p .

: ing
pe{)ple due bto Srisailam Hyd.POveleCtI'iC Project Pestﬂ_t
ed



. -14-
in the prégfessive dépletion of forests. Fgrther, wifth
the improved.transport facilities the wild fruits arc being
easily transp0rted to Eﬁe plains, depriving the Chenchus,
The forest which could support only a limited number of
people per sq.mile, could not meet the dietary requirc-
ments of Chenchus with the large increase in population
and commercia lisation of forest produce. Several fcrest
foods which were their secasonal diets are being sold Tor
money, Under these circumstances the Chenchus were
forced to become labourers of the Forest Department or
private forest contractors and scon they became experts in
bamboo cutting, which became a major source of live-
lihood for a ccnsiderable part of the year in the courss
of time. Some of the Chenchus are also employed by tb
Forest Department as guards and village headman on re:'lar
monthly wages which has brought about significant chanics
in their traditionsl diet. In the interior places of
Amarabad plateau, Chenchus lead a symblotic relationsiio
with Banjaras. The Chenchus supply the Banjaras fire

wood and fetch water from the streams and receive butfrr

milk in exchange.

The impact of urbanisation on the food habits

ig very interesting. Several Chenchu househcolds at

grisailam and Mannenur which are exposed t¢ urbanisation

have acquired the tea drinking habit, With regard to
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&0 the plight of the Chenchus 1iving in the ropegt
arelas is very precarious even today, During the Periods
of unemployment sng drylseasonf their childrep have to
face - semi-starvation and under nourishment, The
nutritional deficiencies among pre-school age Childgﬁﬁg
bregnant and lactating mothers is more serioyg, Defig

ciency, diseases are more Pronounced among then,

PROJECT AREA:

As per the guidelineg given by Government
of India for the identificatigp Of primitive groups
with small sized population stiqy aéopting Pre-agricyl.
tural level of technology main]y subsisting on food

gathering, hunting and shifting o PHBLtIve eul tivagyoy

g 1-2

Organised
economic activity debars 1Y group frop recongn:]_zing

with a low level of literacy Tate not €Xceedin

are treated as primitive tribgy Broups,

it as a primtive group. Based op the gpgo

origineally identified project area fop Primtive tribay

group (Chenchus) covers 124 Chengpy, settlemen g S o
c

25 are in the scheduled areas ang the remaining 9 i
n

the non-scheduled area, The plan was foprp
the benefit of 3,565 households from thege settlement
Se

However, in the implementation Procegg the amss;i—Stant

Project Officers, who were the implemanting agency gq

in various districts extended the Programme to Covep i
3
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more villages with an additionsl 81% femilies, in
addition to those who are already identified. In
extending this programme no criteria has been adopted.
As such in Guntur and Rangareddy districts all popu-
lations besring a generic name Chenchu irrespective
of their occupational pattern were brough%lunder the fold
of development progrezmme. Even urbanised families
following well organised occupations were ‘also brought
into the project fold. Thus in Kurnocol district the
community kncwn as Chenchu Dagari is excluded, whereas
in Guntur the Bontha Chenchu and Kristna Chenchu and
even the Yanadi Chenchu have been included in the pro-
ject. The particulars of the number of.villages and
households originally identified and identified later

arec as follows:

et =t = S ¥ 1 . o T e T B o e B o g S e A
- e

s,No, District Identified initially Identified lator
i No,of Nowof house- %o. of No.of house=-
villages holds villages holds.
1, Kurncol 20 610 14 576
o, Prakashan 32 765 69 1316
3. Mahabcobnagarl 3k 870 62 1152
4, Guntur 9 983%* 56 65E**
5, Nalgonda 12 140 12 154
. Rangareddy 17 197 3k 551
Totals Al 3565 247 Y7
d Yerukul as

* Tncludes Lambadas an
**Chenchus onlye
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ThHs the scope of operation of the project
areés was extended leaving the concept of contiguity etc, 4&s
a result the project now comprises 247 villages
with 4407 households. But in course of time the pro.
gramue was extended to cover many cthep Villages irreg.
pective of contiguity. Thus the beneficiaries are
scattered and there appears to be no norm on which the
programmes are executed. Hence it is not POssible t
know how far the most primitive group has beepn benefitted,
An attempt has been made in this study to classify
Chenchu settlements of the project area into 3 Categori og
based on economy, literacy rate, settlement Pattern,
relative isclation snd growth rate, Thus 38 villageg
ha%e been identified as most primitive as theip eCOnomy
is entirely dependent upon food gathering ang foregt,
produce, with literacy rate less than 1%, relatively
isclated without any communicaticn Facilitieg and
growth rate is steady or declining, whije the 2ng
category were identified as primitive ang consist op
153 settlements. In these villages the economy 4
partly forest based, supplemented by agriculture,
and forest labour. The settlements consigtg °f 30 gy
more households partly ccnnected by rog,g Wibhout .
facility, the growth rate 1s normal op steady apng

literacy is about 2%, The 3rd group of Sebtlenent, o
e
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considered as mixed where the Chenchus live along
with non-tribal communities, Their econeomy is depen-
dant on agriculture, animal husbandry qr trade., The
settlements are usually large consisting of more than
50 households and literacy rate is above 2% and the
population has urban contacts and the growth rate is
normal, 56 such villages have been identified

and they sre classified as advanced,
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PROJECT ADMINISTRATTION AND
FINANCES.

In view of the limited finencial rescurces
and bthe scattered distribution aof popul ation over the
. project arca in the six districts it was not possible
to have separate administrative unit for implementation
of the project programmes. 80, to reduce administra-
tive over heads, the existing administrative machinery
is utilised for implementatinn of progremmes and adui~

nistrative and financial management of the project.

.TDB integrated Tribal Development Agency,
(Primitive Gpoup - Chenchu) established during 1975-76
with its headquarters at Hyderabad was registered
under societies registration Act, 1869. The Director
of Tribal Welfare has been nominated as Ex-Officio
Chailrman and one of the officers of the Tribal Research
Instituga was nominated as Ex-Officio Project Officer
and subsequently the Joint Director, Tribal Welfare

_ has been nominated as Bx-Officio Project Officers 4t
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project level, the advisory committee/governing body
has been constituted with Director, Tribal Welfare ag
Chairman. The committee consists of heads of Variocus
departments or their representatives as members to
advise the project authori ty on identification of Vam
rious programmes, instituticnal locations ete. within
the project area, As the identified beneficiarieg are
scattered over six districts and local needs ang Pro-
blems vary, a district level sub-committee was algg
constituted in each district. The committee consistg
of the Collector as Ex-Officic Cheirman and Canservatop
of Forests (concerned), district level officers’ District
Tribal Welfare Officer/District Sccig] Welfare Officep
(concerned with tribal welfare schemes), Membep of Parlia-
ment/Member of the Legislative Assembly (concerned)'
Chenchu leader (ccncerned area) and Project Officep
has been formed., The district ievel Sub-conmi ttee WOl d
formulate and implement the programmes within tpe broag
frame work of Chenchu Actiun Plan, As the Project
of ficer's headquarters'is located at Hyderabad’ i
Government have nominaﬁed Assistant Project OffiCers 5
gach district to implement the programmeg at the fielq
level, In pursuance of this directign9 the Block B
lopment Officers of Devarakonda P'rmchayat. Saﬁlithy "

Pargi have been nominated as Assistant Project Of £y
Cerg
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for the concerned areas. The District Tribal Welfare
Officers of Kurnocl; Guntur end Mahaboobnagar districts
are nominated as Assistant Project Officers for the
respective districts, the Assistant Director (&nimal
Husbandry) is the Assistant Project Officer for

Prakasham district,

_ This programmec is implemented exclusively
with the funds made available from special central
assistance., The Government of India raleasedlgo far
Rs.41,83 lakhs for this project. The funds are being
allocated to the six districts on prorata basis. The
amount thus allocated is being released tu.tne respec=-
tive District Collectors fof implementation of pro-
grammes, The developmental programmes are being imple-
mented by the Assistant Project Officers with the
.concurrence of the Collectors of the project. In
certain cases the Assistant Project Officers are making
efforts to mobilise institutional finance for imple-
mentation of the identified programmes. The year-wise
details of funds released and expenditure are furni-

shed in the fcllowing statement.



S.No. District

—D0
TABLE NO. 3.1

(Rs.in 12 khs)

L IR R 2 2l 1

1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 Total

k_ L Nt W- .ﬂ.. mo ml -w_l mn
1. Mahabubnagar 0.29 2.03 2,27 2.40 2,40 9.39
2. Kurnool 0.16 1.08 0.25 A.Am. 0.65 3.59
3, Prakashau 0.24 3.62 7 .48 3,25 6.60 2119
6. Nalgonda 0.02 1.01 - —— 0.35 1.38
6. Rangareddy 0.05 0.35 - 0.60 0.30 130
matal 12007 10.00 \ 10.00 10.00/ 10.90 41 .90
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TABLE NO. 5.2
(Rg. in Leikhs)
Expenditure

3 1975-76 197677 1977-78 197879 7979-80 Total
T2 2 5 4. 5. 5. Ts 8.
(1 E_msw.wmocﬁummﬁ - — 4.54 0.01 .m.u.w 6.92
2. Kurnool & -- 1.25 0.06 2.17 3.48 ¥
3+ Prakusham .25 e 11.05 6.57 2.31 20.16
4. mggw = 0+36 - 1.78 - 2.30 4 .44
m_. Em..__.mﬁusam = == O..“..w -~ o.‘;.‘ 0.31 ~
6. Ranga ready R 0.083 0.33 0.40 0.20 1.01/

Total: 0.23 0.44 19.12 9.49 36.32
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It is evident from the above statement
that an amount of Rs.36.32 lakhs was spent as against
Rg.141.90 1lzkhs allotted to the project on various deve-
lopmental programmes. <Though the project is in opera-
tion since 1975, only Rs.0.23 lekhs was utilised during
1975~76 and that too in one district, There wag no
expenditure in other districts. The year-wise
expenditure-anslysis reveals that large amcunts
were spent during the year 1977-78 i,e., 19.12 lakhs,
During the year 1978-79 an amount of Rs.7,04% 1akhs
was spent and in the current year i.e., 1979-60 an

amount of Rs.9.49 lakhs is spent.

Oubt of six districts only Prakasham district
could spend the amount allotted during 1975-76, while
during 1976-77 Guntur and Rangareddy districts could
spend some amounts., According to the draft plen the

requirenents were worked cut for.19?6-?? and 1977-78

which comes to Rs.50,70 lakhs, The Government ofIndia

sanc tioned 1/5mpf the estimated amcunt in the first two
years. The pattern of expenditure revesls that efforts

made for Chenchu development were haphazard and unplanned.

The entire sancticned amount was spent by 1977-78 in

Prekasham district, In cther districts the expenditure

was not impressive, The figures also revesl that bhe
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accumulated'émcunts_of the previcus years were spent
frem 1978-79 onwards in a hurried manner. In view of
the aﬁove facts it is evident that though the project
was in operaticn for the last five years its impact

could be seen only during the last 3 years.

In the first year of the Integrated Tribal

. Development Project ¢cnly Rs.one lakh was released. &s

that amount was very meagre only #Animal Husbandry and

Agriculture programmes were suggested. In the draft

‘plan fop pricrity wes accorded for distribution of plough

bullocks, milch cattle, sheep,Ppultry units and improved

agricultural inputs. The draft plan was prepared for
3years and the requirements were worked cut on the basis

of felt needs. The programae-wise estimated require-

. ments and expenditure uptc date is furnished hereunders

- —— =

“éi: —————————————————— é;;i&;;;é _________ Hacpual expen-
: E?. Prc%famme réégfreme?gs' 5 lakgéfure i
1, Animal Husbandry (g%:%g) (g;:ﬁg) "
2, Forestry ( ?-;I’;} i

3. Agriecul bure : (;g:?zf%) ' (13:202)

4, Education 11 75 (1?:223

(§@.23)
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ey 2 3e L.
5« Cottage Industries 5.23
(7. 23) Nil
6, Medical & Health ( 8430
(11.46) Nil
7. Trade Assistance Nil 1,36
AT s e A (3. 74)
72.38 N
( 100, 00) (100.00)

- o T e e e e o S v ' . s
[Rg— - —
- -
———

The figures indicate that programmes like Forestry,
Cottage industries and medical and health are not
given any importance by the implementing unit of ficers,
The major thrust was on Animal Husbandry which absorbeg
3/%th of the funds and some programmes op 3gricul tyure
and education, The requirements for 3 years wereg estis
mated to Ru. 72,38 lskhs and the actual releases fpop
Government of India are Rs.%41.83 lakhs which COVerg
61.30% of the total estimates in the plan apg out or
which only Rs.36.32 lakhs eaky were spent uptq Decenbep
7

19794

The reasons for not spending the releageq

amounts during the earlier years of the Integrated T
Fiba)

The figures in brackets indicate the bercentageg
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Development Project are as follows., The Officers who
are incharge of the Integrated Tribal Development Project
(primitive group) at district level were drawn from di=
fferent departments and they have no knowledge of the
socio~economic and cul tural background of Chenchu society.
Most of the concerned Assistant Project Officers have
not tsken initiative to identify the beneficiaries for
implementing programmes. During the first year of the
project the alloted amcunt was very meagre which was
not sufficient to take up any programme, In the process,
certain schemes which were not useful were forced on
the primitive group., For example the plough bullocks were
distributed in interior forest areas of Mahaboobnagar
district and Nallamalail region where the Chenchus have
only small plots of garden lands which can be cultivated
by hand ploughing. In such places the bullocks were
neglected and they might have elther died or sold outs,
The major schemes implemented in the project are mentioned

in the next Chapter,
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CHAPTER - IV

PROGRAMMES

It was felt that the Chenchus can be deve-
loped economically and educationally only when they
were settled permanently at a particular place. Barlier
efiforts were made by erstwhile Nizam Government in
Amarabad Plateau and former Madras Government in Nell a=-
ma2lal ranges of Kurnocl District by bringing Chenchus
who were scattered over small gudems to regrouped
centres like Mannanur, Vatwallepally, Bairluty, Peche-
ruvu ete., where educational institutions, basic ame-

nities 1ike drinking water wells, housing colonies etc.}

were provided., To make the Chenchus depend on a steady

angd assured source of income it was planned to teach
them agriculture and with this view land reclamation,
supply of plough bullocks, mileh animals were undertaken.
However, the Chenchus who lack the traditiogs of culti-
vation were not successful in adopting to agricul ture,

In early 1950's the forest department attempted the
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land colonization schemes to settle the Chenchus
permanently on land cultivation. But these schemes
also failed. Agriculture without proper initiative
and interest coupled with lack of irrigation facility
and pest controcl resulted in very poor yields and
forced the Chenchus to return to forest for gleaning,
Thusy the lands which were dereserved and reclaimeg
at huge costs were lying idle, Some non-tribals were
brought tc teach Chenchus the art of cul tivation who
subsequently encroached upon their lands at Several
places., Subsequently, steps were taken to Prevent
encroachment and the efforts to settle the Chenchyg
cn agriculture were given up. The Chenchus who hag
no interest on land lessed them to non-tribals gp left
them fallow, There was no improvement in thig situae
tion even during the plan period as Chenchy Villages
situated in reserve forests did not derive benefy ¢ &
agricultural extension progra@mes of the coumuﬂity deve
lopment programmes, Even, the Chenchusg living Sutsige
the forest area such as Pargi, DEVarakonda, Macherla o
did not derive the benefit of agricul turg] development
programmes as they are mostly landless ang theip haby_
tations are situated in inaccessible ang Sparsely
distributed interior areas. Though the Chenchyg

not able to teke up agriculbture using Plough bullock
8
?
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theyuare not entirely new to raise food crops suitable
to their environment using the traditional digging sti ..
Since time immemorial every Chenchu clears a patch of
land around his hut and dibbles with bthe digging stick
and raises malze, jowar, chillies, tomato etc;, for
consump tion. The plots were guarded by fencing them

with bamboc wattle walls.

Taking into consideration the past efforts
and reasons for their failure the programmes were plar-
ined in such a way that the Chenchus will show interest
in horticulture and gradually in agriculture. To achieve
this end the following schemes have been incorporated

in the plan.

1. Horticulture development,

2+ Lang reclesmation,

3, Introduction of high yielding variety seed:.
4, Supply of inputs.

5. Training programnmes.

ROGRAMMES TMPTEMENTED:

AGRICULTURE:

The Assisbant Project Officers, who are

responsible for implementing the project laid stress

maimly on the supply of plough bullocks, agricul tural
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implements and supply of high yielding varisty seeds
to improve sgricultural production. In the entire
pProject area eversince the introduction of Integrated
Tribal Development Agency, 812 Chenchus were supplied
(i.e., 63.63% of the total Chenchu households) with
plough bullocks and 45k of these were also given agri-
cul tural implements (vide Annexure-I), The percentage of
landed househclds who were benefitted under Supply of plough
bullocks ranges between 98 to 10%4. The districts of
Nal gonda, Mahaboobnagar and Prakasham utilised thege

benefits to a larger extent while the districts of
Guntur and Kurnool were not benifitted, The erea and
number of households in Nelgonda district ig very
small and majority of then own agricul tural lands,

In Mahaboobnagar district also, a large numbep of Chenchus

living in villages below the ghats are land ownerg,
This naturally resulted in giving preference to Supply
more plough bullocks; where as in Guntup and
Rangareddy districts the land owning Chenchus are
negligible and so the distributicn of plough bullockg
was not undertaken., In Prakasham district Nearly 2/3rd
of the Chenchu households are landless while in Kurngey
district the Chenchus mainly depend on collection of
minor forest produce, forest Llabour,

wateh ang ward,

grazing cattle etc., hence the Supply of plough bullocks
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was not givea high priority, The Chenchus were given
land on year to ¥ear lease basis by forest department
in Kurnool distriet and in recent Years these lands
were lying fallow, Now steps are being taken to assign
forest lands and it is also proposed to supply 70 pairs
of plough bullocks during the current year, After the
survey, it was reported that 10 pairs of plough bullocks
with bullock carts were supplied to Chenchus of Bairiuty
and Nagaluty gudems during March, 1980 with a view to
provide them regular income by transporting bamboos from

the forest to the bamboo stack yard of Rayalaseema paper
mills,

The sample survey revealed that 80% of the plough
bullocks are alive and in possew®ion of Chenchus. The
remaining 20% eithzr died due to malnourishment or wild
animel attacks or snake bites and there are a few inci-

dences of selling the plough bullocks, This reveals

that the Chenchus are evin ing interest and enthusiam

to own and utilise plough bullocks.

As it was recognised that traditional croging patt-~
ern is uneconomic and of low productivity it was contem~
plated in the plan to adopt the strategy of introducing
high yielding varieties to replace the traditional

local varieties along with the supply of plough
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bullocks, fertilizers, pesticides, agricultural implements

s a package deal. Under this programme 405 Chenchu farmers
were supplied with high yielding variety seed such as high
yieldiné bajra, 721 redgram, Sarzda Variga, Aruna castor,
at 3 Kg per acre and 28% of the land owned Chenchu farmefs
were benefitted under the high yielding variety seed digstri~
bution, In Prakashem District 50%, in Mahaboobnagar 32%,
in Nalgonda district 30.5%, in Ranga Reddy district 20% of
the Chenchu farmers were covered while in Kurnool district

this programme has not yet been taken up,

High yielding variety seeds cannot give maximum yields
unless suitable fertilizers are used ani the various types

of pests are controlled by using appropriate pesticides. In

the plan, it was suggested to supply fertilizers to those
who receive high yield::g variety seed, 1n the project area
all Chenchu farmers who received high yielding variety seed
were also supplied witk chemical fertiliserg But in a1
the six districts no measures were taken to protect the
crops by supplying pesticides, Thus the implimdntation

of the programme suffered a lot due to lack of proper

follow up action and to mrotect ney Varieties of erops

from pests, The supply of
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ﬁullocks was given more importance than supply of
other inputs such as seed, fertilizers and pesti-

cides,

The plan envisaged new varieties of crops,

new techniques and methods of cultivation tﬁ which
'Chenchus were not accustdmed.':The draft plan alsc
suggested establishment of an égro-service centre

to impart training to the Chenchus in modern methods
of agriculture but none of the six Assistant Project
Officers took any action to impart training tc the
Chenchus nor any agro-service centre was established.
As such the massive agricul ture programme in the

Chenchu area could not yield the expected results.

LRRTIGATION:

The cultivation in Chenchu area is entirely

rainfed and mostly the undependable monsoon did not

give much scope to raise new varieties of cash craops,

fruit trees and paddy cultivation, Under these cir-

cumstances it will be very difficult for the Chenchus

to switchover to agricul ture as their prineipal

occupation, Realizing these difficulties, the plan

suggested development of minor irrigaticn gources



-35-
1like tanks, irrigation wells etes Prior to the plan
the area was never surveyed for irrigation potential,
During this plan pericd community irrigation wells
were dug in the districts of Prakasham, MahabOObnagar
and Nelgonda only, These wells were sanctioned only
on the basis of demand from the local Chenchus without
any proper survey. So far 21 wells Were under exec .
tion of which L were completed 3 in Prakasham apg One
in Nalgonda district, Among these wells 3 were supplied
with 5 H.P. o0il engines in Prakashanm district, The
Chenchus have raised dry crops like bajra ang chillieg,
The programme was foremost with 16 communi ty irrigation
wells in Prakasham district followed by 3 in Mahabogb.
nagar district, One each in Nealgonda ang Rangareddy
districts, The various sub-units of the Project apgs
are making efforts to construct more irrigation Wells g
bring Chenchu lands under irrigation, Nalgonga district
has proposed 5 irrigaticn wells at a cost of RS-10,000/_
each with 50% subsidy and 50% loan frop TRICOR*, Y
Reddy district has proposed 4 irrigatiop wells o benefy,
40 Chenchu farmers at a cost of Rs, 15,000 each, 7 i
also proposed to repair the minor irrigation tank e
Gunivenikunta at Kusumassmudram at a Cost of 35.10,000/_
under which 40. Chenchus of Kusumas amudranp and Ranp up

e e et . e
e
——— - - —
—— v FLE.
— - —

* Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Tribes Co0peratiyve Finance N ——
Corporation,
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villages have lands. Systematic ground water poten-
tial surveys were conducted at Bairluty and Nagaluty
villages in Kurncol district to dig irrigation wellé
to re-habilitate Chenchus by providing irrigated lands
along with plough bullocks and agricultural implements
and other economic support programmes. The Geologists
who surveyed the area of these villages have identified
100 water points, These points are located in reserve
forest lands, In Prakasham district geo-electrical
resistivity surveys were conducted in tribal areas of
Markapur and Yerragondapalem teluks in 1978, to find out
the potential for ground water tc sink community irriga-
tion and drinking wells. The Gec-physiKCiiiund that the
quality of water at Tummalabailu, Chinthala, Marripalemn,
Chinamanthanala and Pedemanthenala of Markspur taluk
and Suddakunta, Allipalen ané Billagondipenta villages
of Yerragondapalem taluk was good both for drinking
and irrigation purposes and reccumended for dug wells &s

well as bore wells,

The community irrigaticn wells so far constructed

or under construction have brought nearly 150 acres
of land under irrigation.
HORTICULTURE:

Horticul ture development in Chenchu area has

much importance as a transitional stage te settle Chenchus
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permanéntly on agriculture. Though there was ample
scOpg)the Chenchus never took interest in the past
to paise frult trees around their habitaticn, The
vast scope for cultivation of fruit and vegetable crops
in Chenchu sesblements was reccgnized and it was con-
templated %o supply the Chenchus with papaya, coconut,
guava and Mango etc., scedlings and vegetable seeds.
But the scheme was not given even a trial in any of
the gix districts. Supply of fruit trees would have
gone a leng way in meebing the nutritionsl require-
mente. The Chenchus would have benefitted nmuch by
fruit trees as it requires minimum efforts, but ghe

administrations have not evinced interest in it,

(C0~OPERATIVE JOINT EARMING SOCIETTES:

The plan suggested cooperative joing farming
societies to develop interest, hablt of cultivatiop
and braining in modern methods of cultivaticn, 8o far,
a cooperative joint farming society was formed at
Beirluty with Divisicnal Forest Officer (Atmekur) aq
the president and an anount of Rs.1,00,000/- Was placed
at the disposal of the scciety for reclaiming 39
acres. &n amount of Rs,86,065 has been spent, Dye
gcheme was not frultful es it lacked technics gudd s
andLother assistance, The Assistant Project Ofpiq,,.

Kyurnool has preposed joint farming societies wigp NeCesg ap
. 9 y
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staff at Bairlpty, Srisailam, Pecheruvu, Palem cheruvu and
Narapareddykunta, The Assistant Project Officer,
Mahaboobnagar has propcsed two joint farming sccieties
at Chenchugudem and Mannanur, The other districts

have not taken any steps tc start Joint Farming Soci-

_ ties,

Efforts were alsoc made in these districts
to assign the Government land available under 1and
ceiling act to the landless Chenchus to rehabilitate
them on agricuiture. In Ranga Reddy district, appro-
ximately 334 acres have been assigned and 132 acres are
proposed to be assigned under land development scheune
at a cost of Rs.200/- per acre., The other districts
have not made any effort to assign new lands except

approaching the forest department tu dereserve the

forest lands already under cul bivation of Chenchus.

BULLOCK-CARTS

The Assistent Project Officers felt that
Chenchus requibe bullock carts for transporting agricul-
tural produce and alse for bthelr economic upliftment te
earn decent inecmes by trpnsﬁurting guods to, the nearby
forest timber depots and bamboo stgek yards, In certain
areas there is alsu scope for transporting goods 6o

nearby shandiess In Kurncol district 10 Chenchus were
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supplied: wibh carts with bullocks and they are earning
nearly. Rs, 20/-per. day by transportlng bamboos fron the

forest to bamboo stack yard at Balrluty.

In Mahaboobnabar dlstrlct 513 Chenchus were
supplied wzth bullock carts and 1t is proposed to SUp_
ply anobhur 20 durlng the current year.”Eﬁ“ﬁ;;éa ﬁéddy
afstriet Tt 5e ﬁfﬁﬁogeﬁlto supﬁly 16 bulfock carts ab

-?ﬁg,eoo each auring ‘the “clurrent Year, 21iupoy 2. _“fi
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Tr view of their low level of economic deve~
lopment and realising’ the ‘need for‘seondmic programne
‘which can bring quick and immgdiate returns, dairy .
and livestock development programmes were iﬁplementéd
for the benefit of Chenchus, especially the landless
living in the prcoject area, 'In the past, Chenchus werec
encouraged by Forest Department to acquire cattle wualthq

The Chenchus of Prakasham district used to tend the

cattle of the nearby plasins villages on wages, They

also learnt the art of milk ccnsumptlcn from the Lambadlﬁﬁ
Cattle breeding was readily adopted by the Chenchus and

it is Tully in eonsistance with their nomadic habits,

But the few cattle that Chenehus cwn are poor yleldersm

They prefer buffalogs to cows ag buffsloes are phy31cally

guitable for withstending the clinatic variationg of
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the plateau besides beinyg better milching than cows.

To provide veterinary health coverage to
the cattle uf the prcject area in Kurncol and Przkasham
districts Mobile Veterinary Units have been suggeéted
in the plan, In addition tc this, two more mobile
veterinary units and 3 first aid centres have been sug-
gested to éater to the veterinary needs at Pedsmanthanala,
Garapenta and Pogilla settlements where there is sizeable
cattle populaticn, Sulbtable measures have been sug ested
for effective breeding and disease control. One diary
unit hes been suggested tc be attached to each dshran
school functicning in the project area in order to
encourage the Chenchu children to get themselves acquain-
ted tc deirying end to improve their nutritional inteake.
In the draft plan it was proposed tc identify the milk
belt in the project area and to select the beneficiary

househclds to supply milch animals. These routes woul d

be intesrated with markets. Under this programme CNC
milch animal would be supplied to each bencficiary

household snd after 6 months a second animel would be
supplied to form a nuclsus for further Jdevelopment of

dairying smong Chenchu families. The scheue was expected
tc provide regular employment and dependable svurce of

inccne,
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For the successful implementation of milk
producticn programme among Chenchus, adequate provi-
| sion for supply of feeds and focdder development and
other infrastructure has been suggested in the draft
plan. It was alsc proposed to clear shrubs and bushes

hindering the fodder growth.

Next important programme suggested in the
draft plan is sheep and goat development, There are
vast forest areas to graze the sheep, and mutton has
enormous demand, The stecp population of the project
area is of non-descript type. The sheep/goat popula-
tions are sparsely distributed and the existing unita.
are small in size. 1t was proposed to supply viable
anits of 10 sheep and. cne ram to each beneficiary.

For the effective implementation of ;he scheme, regular
deworming and vaccineticn against sheep pox and entero-

toxaemia has been proposed,

Several Chenchu households have 2 tc 3
pirds, but they are non-descript-and less remunerative
and jungle type. The project has vest potential for
poultry development which would ensure supply of
quslity proteins in their focd hesides providing quick
returns, The poultry industry would help toc improve
their econocmic conditions, Tﬁ?&tgh these animal husbandry

programues, it has been proposed tc bring qualitative
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and quantitative chenges to help increase the SUPP a-

mentary incone of Chenchus.

2§9GR£MMES TMPLEMENTED SINCE THCEPTION _OF THE PROJECT:

Milch cattle rearing is given due jmpertance
as there are vast putentialities in the pruject arca.
Since inception of the project 849 milch enimals have
been supplied tc Chenchus residing in the project arsae
The district wise break up of families beneritted under

this progreauie is furnished hercunder.

-—--.-...-.-———...--.—-...-_.--....- ——

No,. of identified No, 0F househclis
S.NGe Digtrict Landless Chenchu benefitted under
households distribution of

mﬂﬂh?ﬂﬂﬂﬁ

under T, Bl k.

——-.—-—-—.-.._—-—-—.._....._ —--..--—-.—.----—--—--...-.—.-.—.--.—_.--_..-..--—_-..

1. Mahabocbnagal 68 155( 22, 66)
2, Kurncol @%glg ?576 476(8 2. 63)
3. Prakeshan 903 75(8.30)
Y, Guntur 638 110¢17. 28
5, Nalgonda 72 6(8.33)
6., Ranga Reddy 450 27( 6.00)
pas ae==ii bl TR o o

- -.-.--.-.-.--—.-.—.—.-—_.--.-_.—.-._
"'""'-'-»--—-.........._.......-—.--—-——---_ ™~

@ Landad nouseholds = only 1

animal swere supplied to both 1anded and landless

ho uscholdse

gy o
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Present Position cf the animeals
(As per the officizal information)

__....--——————.———....-—-..__—-_.-————._-._.___.___--.-.__—_.__.._-_.-__.—-.-_-.--._..-..-.—

S.Ne. District e R G s vdching
supplied away
1, Mahabcobnagar 159 20 12 18 105
2. Kurnocl L76 60 68 78 270
3. Prakashanm 75 8 12 20 35
L, Guntur 110 6 6 20 78
5. Nalgonda 6 1 1 o 5
6. Ranga Re.ddy 27 2 = 6 19
Tota 1 I A N e e s e =

e i . - et Y S e S e e e
T e ——— e -
——— = o ——

The above data supplied by the various project unitg
indicates that only 25.54%% of the identified benefi-
ciaries have been suplied with milch snimalsg, hiong
then 11.427% died due to negligence, wild aninsls k

jen=ce 2nd lack of veteri ai ¢ i
HENACE 2 erinary aid, Further, it was

reported that 11.66% of milch enimels were scld by
the Chenchu beneficiaries tc the non-tribals living
&

in the project area, 16,96 of milch animals have

become dry. It has been reported that 59.95% of the

supplied animals are yielding milk but the yield
ig very low due to poor managenent, lack o

f preper
feed ete.,
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decording to Ghe sample study conducted during
the course ¢f this study 36.47% of the midch animals
are with the Chenchugand 13,81% were scld cut as against
11. 66% reported by the authorities, the remaining
49.72% were dead as against 11.4%2% reported by the
authorities, due to undernourishment, wild animels,

snake bites, natural calamities ete.,

The survival of animals is 100% in Guntur
and Nalgonda districts, 60% in Prekasham district,
62.96% in Mahabcobnagar district and 26% in Kurnoccl
dis%ﬁ%ct. In general it was observed that the sarvival
rate/high in the plains areas thean the forest areas.

( Annexure - IV)

The project authorities have nct identified
the milk routes in the project area, though it wes sug-

gogted in Jdeaft plan, Thaoe milch sninels were distri-

buted at Srisailam, Mahanandi, ahcbilam, Bairluty,

Nagaluty and Panyam in Kurnccl district. Of thea the

first 3 are pilgrim centres which have good market for

milk and milk products, while the rest cf the three

places are situated in the hinter 1and near urben

centres like Atmakur pnd Nepcyrl which als¢ have guod
marketing facilities and the Chenchus are deriving

gome income from wmilk seles. In Hangareddy district

milch animals were supplied in Salwaid, Bendiyelika-

cherla, Dharmapur and Rempur, Only one or twe families
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are supplied with milch animals in each village and
thege villeges are alsc away from the transport pcints.
The Chenchus have developed the habit of consuming milk
and milk products, In Mahabcobnagar district this pro-
gramme was implemented in Mannanur, dppaipally, Chénchu-
guden, Banal, Janganreddypally, Udimell a, Amnbagiri,
Farhabad, Vatvallapally and Raopur ete, Amcng them
Mannanur and Vatvallapally have marketing facilities
while the rest are situated farther away from the main
read, It is reported that animags Supplied tc the
beneficiaries of Rampur, Farhabad, Udimells and Appapur
have been killed by wild animalsg ag they are situated
in intericr fcrest areas ang the Programme cculd not
nake mark cn the Chenchu life, In Nalgana, Guntur and
Prakasham districts elsc the milep aniuals were supplicd
to interior villages snd milk is being utilised for
domestic consumption only. The menace of wild anipnl =
éspecially tigers and poischous snakes was hindering
the sucecess of this programme. In Daddanal a village
¢f Prakasham district one Chenchu was supplied with
a2 she-buffaloe and it was killed by tiger and later
on he was supplied with anuther she-buffalce and it
Alsc died due tc snake bite. BSimilar instances are

reported in other areas also,
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The Chenchu hcusehclds did not derive any
appreciable income from the milch animals supplied to
them either by selling milk or milk ﬁfdducts. However
they are consuming butter milk and deriving about Hs,20/-
tc Rs.30/- by selling ghee for mensum. Had there been
market for milk there would have been appreciable
inccme from sale of milk and ghee. Some Chenchus
however derived benefits by selling heifers., On the

whtle the incoume was not censistant with the cfforts
they have tec put in,

The management of milch enlmals was found & be

They are left in the forest for grazing
) by wild

Very poor,
unattended where they are frequently attacke:

animals. The fodder in the forest is nct adeguate

througheut the year end the Chenchus are not btaking
adequate measurcs bte stecre the dry fedder for summer

season. As there was nu monetary Znccme, none of the

Chenchus cvince interest to puprchase the cencentrated

feads, In view of poor monagement the snimals were

drying wp very early and the milk yield is limifed to a

few months during reiny sessch. 1t wes chserved that

the snimals were not gettin. encugh drinkipg water alsc

Juring summar mcnths. To improve the guallity of the

mileh animals, graded breeling bulls were suggested to

be statiuned at important centres throughout the project
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area., 5S¢ far, 9 breeding bulls were distributed in
Proliosham Cdistrict and 4 brecding bulls were distri-
buted in Mahabocbnagar district and cne breeding buil
is kept at Sriszilam farmn. These animels roem with

the cattle of the village and crouss then,

SHEEP AND GOAT DEVELOPMENT :

Sheep and goat development has been giveﬁ

utmost importsnce in 211 the sub-units f the project

as a scurce of income. The draft plen hag proposed

to distribute 50 units cach Consisting ¢r Deveg
and one ram of Nellore breed, g 2gainst thjig recomnen-~
daticn, different district unigg SWplied g €ach
beneficiary a unit of 9 eves and gpe Tam of Neljore
breed sand in some Jistricts €speclally Prakasham

and Guntur each beneficiary was SWplied ity Cat
f=1
units censisting of 5 goats cmy,

Though goat units Were ne
SEE L S sest oy in
the draft plan, on the specific dem

soat units were distributed, The 4:

vetailg gp distributibn

of sheep and goat units since inceptiun of the
2

project is as follows:
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e el R GG,
1. Nalgonda 72 30 30 (41.66)
2. Rangarsddy L50 50 B0 11e1 1)
3. Kurnccl 381 Nil IMi
%« Mehaboob-
nagar 684 110 110 (16,08)
5. Prakasham 903 573 573 (63.%5)
6. Guntur 638 448 Lh8 (70.21)
Tebalsh @ | TS e 1211 (38.67)

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e -

The above table revesls that 38.67% c¢f the

totel landless Chenchu femilies have been benefitted
sach with & sheep or goat vnit inr the entire project

aree. In the varicus Jistricts the percentage of land-

less families benefitted under this programme ranges

between 11, 11% (Rangareddi) ane 70.21% (Guntur). This

programme was net yet teken up in Kurnool while in

Prakasam, Nal.cn-a and Mahaboobnagar districts the

percentage of landless Clencha fauilies bencfitted are

63%, 41% end 16k respectively., Te findeut the present

pesition with regard tc sheep or guet units a

sample study was ctnducted in the districts of Proxashan,

Guntur and Nal_cnda, The study reveals that 984 &f the

landless families of these villages were alrcady covered
under the sbove programme, In PraKasham district the
percentage of househclds bensfitted is P4, 8% while in
Guntur district it is 704 and Nalyonda district it is 50% -

@f the total units supplied in these villages i.e.,
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172 usits, 112units (d.c., 65.11%) are elive wvhile 16
aaits (9:3,:) wore scld by the Ueneficirrics ~nd the rest-
“ units (25.59%) were dead due to diseases, under-
nuatricicnm, wild sniasl atbzeks cr consumed by tpe benefi-
ciarics, - dven.auens the anits which are feund alive
several unifls were nut intsct og #9206 of the anits were

lcst due tv nsturel calenities op vile ef the rezsuns

shownn avove. ( Annexure-IV)

POULC Y OBV LOPMENT ¢

Ihe dreft plen sussested to lupreve the oce
wichchu woul bry oy distributing cregg breg Cockepa] s
Zor selective breeding with 1ceal heng end a1
: 89 SUgcesteq
re.ular health covera,e througn veterinary in"titutj_-n

-~ 3 S.
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not survive in their eavironusat end will be easily

ceupnl Ly wilu s=nincls.

TRATNING PROGRMMES:

Ine draft plan su,sested intensive training
i brivel ucneficisries ot Govoernment live steck farm
Mahanenddl or elscwhere in mcdern metheds of livestock
rearin, and Lreeulng asnagement, in order to mzke then
Lo derive the mexiumum eccnomic benerits, At least 20
sucn treining prugreiiaes are sug,osted esch yesr.
fiowever, no tralnin, prograaae hes |een btasen up nur

any Tunds were allotbted for suchn training,

The strengthening of Mahrnandi live steck farn
wes sugzested bu meet the lsrpe seale reguircuents of
plen area ovut no steops ursve beea taken to strenglhen
this fars env the rutherities sre purchasing live
stock rren far off werket arias like Kankipadu in Arisana
district «nd Pispily in hurnoc] district,

Thus the implemsntaticn of the entire enimal
hustendry prograune in the project srea primerily remeined
as a progrewse of supplying jivestvck without sny followup
actiun to protect the snlusls Irou diserses, caleamdtics,
or protecting tuoem at night by cunstruetlng gpprepriate
sheds te stell thow, The progresume hes no ?rrﬁnbcment

for arr&eiing tae milk, mert of wool so as bto duprove

Chenchu ecendidy.



COTTAGE ILDUSTRI&G:

fhe draft plen propused to aevelop traditiunal
cotb= C industries like Leeaeepin,, mat weaving, pgatrcli
making etec. , 60 utilisc the lelsurc tine ana unemplcoyment
aue to seasonzl variastions emong Chenchius. The plen
su_gested distribution of oee poxes, training in wee-
keecving, esteulishaent of combco hcusencla producticn-
cun-scmonstration unit for treining in pntrcliﬁm?kina.
But , in the action plan no funds were earmarked for
development of cottage industries. - So far, no Cottage
industry has come up. The industries department is
running a basket making cum training centre at Sri-
cailam to dmpart treining to 8 candidates Annually by
poying stipend. Bub, this centre could not make any
impact on the Chenchus and the training remaineg only
on paper, The instructer zppointed to trainp the

Chenchus lacks enthusiasm and was unable to develop

interest smong Chenchus,

During the year 1979-80 the Prakaghap district,
unit hes btaken steps to send one Chenchu Cendidateg
for undergoing training in Apicul ture at Sitanagaram.
This district has also proposed to instal 16 sets of
beehive hoxes in & Ashram schools for demonstration X
tribalg, Further, this district has alsc PI'Oposeg to

egtablish two plots of mulberry in the neap future

develop seriecul ture.
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EDUCATION:

Effﬁrts to educate the Chenchus started
28 early as in 1920s. However, the schools started
at that time were few and confined to important centres
like Beirluby, Pecheruvu, Mannanur etc., which also
happened to be the headquarters of Forest Range Officers,
Lhese schcols could not succeed in bringing cut even
a single graduate. Bubt a few Chenchus were educated
uptc primary and secondary level. The literacy rate
even in 1975 was as low as 2,54 only, when a reconnoitral
survey was conducted in Chenchu villages by Tribal
Culturel Research asnd Training Institute. Absenteeism,
Wastege and ‘stagnation was alarwing prior tu the conver-
sion of schools into Ashram schools. Inspite of conver-
ting a1l the schocls inko Ashram scheols, certain
pockebs where educational institutions are lacking and
spersely populated, Chenchu children could not get
cducatiopgal facility =s their parents are unwilling GO
send them to¢ Ashram schocls situated at a long distance.
In order tou overcume this difficulty new schools were

suggensted in the draftc plan.

gince inception of the Integrated Tribal Deve-
lopment Project the authorities have taken steps to starg
new dshran schools with a view to admit salmost all

the Chenchu schoulage echildren tc Ashram sehools,
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During the year 1977-78 eight Ashram schocls wer% |
started in Frakssham district, cne in Nalgonda district
and cne in Rangarcddy district. These scheols are
very popular and there was encrmous inerease in
the enrolment of Chenchu children, Encouraged by these
results the authorities took steps to start more Ashram
schools i.e., 5 in Prakashanm district, one in Guntur
and one in Kurnccl district during the year 1979-80,
Qith the starting of these new Ashranm schools the

coverage of schocl age children went upte nearly 100%

in Prekasham district and abcut 904 ip Kurnool sng

Mahabocbnagar distriets.

The Plains Chenchus of Guntun, Nalgenda

and fangarcddy districts have no separate sehhoo]g bi11

the Integrated Tribal Devel opment Project was put on

greund. They are required to atbend the general
échoals along with local non-tribal children'and there:
were no faeilities for boarding, clothing ete, Hence,
the literacy rate was almugt Negligible inp these three
districts. The starting of 4 few &Shrgm schoo] g

heelded 8 AeiEegiesihone Ang tonfidence among tpe

e number of schools b
gbarted in these 3 distr‘icts.

Chenchus., However, no S L

In addition %o Ashran Schoclyg 7 hoste] g

are funetioning in the Project aruaa

which ugeg to
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admit only Chenchu children irrespective of distance
¢11d recernitly., Bui, since two years the admission
tc these hoestels was restricted only te those who
come from a distance of 5 Kms and over. This resulted
in the denial of boarding facilities to local chenchus
in villages where hostels are located. Further,
certain percentage of scheduled castes, denotified
tribes and other tribals from areas cutside Chenchu
project arsa are admitted intc the hostels, Thus

hitherto existing facilities are denied te the Chenchus

=nd they sre not able tc attend schocls,

. Tc educate adult Chenchus adult literacy
centres were started in Ashram schoels of Integrated
Irivel Development Project. 13 such centres are func-
gioning with 146 adult Chenchus in Prakasham district

ginece 1979,
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VEDICAL JAND HEALTH:

Ag the Chenchu habitations lacked facilji-
ties for public sanitation varicus communicable diseases
were found tu be prevalent, Further, the Chenchy area
is cheracterised by acute shortage of drinking watep
resulcing in varicus diseases. Tp tackle the situation
and improve the general health.conditicns, the draft plan
nas suggested vigorcus health educatiun Programme ang’
establishuent cf one primary heal th centre, ong M, C, H,
Centre and 3 dispensaries at varigus places,

It wag

also proposed to sink a number of drinking water wells

But in the Integrated Tripa Development
igency nc Jistrict has spent any AMOUNt 56 fap gp heal th
and medical programmes, HoweVar, Mest of the Chenchy
eudens were DRoviacd WGR S under

general secter funds during the plan period,

The actien Plan for Fr-kaghanm district Hes

propesed tc rencovate and disilt 10 drinking watop Wwellg

at various pentas. Steps were alsc tokep ¢ Provide

extra medicines for mebile medical unit af Dornal apg

Gevernment hospitel at Y.Palem from Inbogratey Iribay

Develepment Agency funds. It is prepeseg g constryct
shed for McM.Unit at Dornal for the benefi ¢ of

Chenchu inpatients,
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Due tc poverty many Chenchus Jo nct pcssass
oroper clething and they usually do nct chenge their
clothes which causes a number of communiczble disesses.
To dnculcatc a sense of cleanliness and imprcve thair
health cunditicns the Chenchu families arc provided
with additicnal pairs of clothing. %50 Chenchu fami-
ligs received clcthing during 1977-78 at a cost of

48, 1,03,318.15 in Prakasham district.

TRADE ASSIST ANCE:

Trade JAssistsnce prcgrammes btc unempleoyed
Chenchu ycuth tz egtablish potty business like previ-
sivn shops, tea stalls, vegetable stalls, rickshaws
ete., werc underteken in the acticn plan, 1€
tras wxpected that these ships will meet dey to Jday
regquirements of Chenchas living in remcte areas. Updep
this nregromme 9@ Chenchus were given financial assis-
tance ranging frem R.500/- to R.1,000/- in various
districts. In Guntur digtrict the maximum number of
61 beneficiaries were given trade assistance, 13 Chenchas.
who were alreaay trading in bamboo sticks, carrying Poles,
cheap bamboo cots in Guntur Municipal area were gupplied
with bamboos worth B.1,000/- each as trade assistance.
These Chenchus belong to Bontha Chenchu community whose
traditi 'nal oceupadtior is trading in bamboo goods in urbag

areas. They are gp-omadic and never live in forest areag,
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In Guntur town 2nother 10 Chenchus were selected for
distribution of Rickshaws. These people migrated to Guntur
Itown about 30 years back from Mannesultanpalem pear Bellam-
konﬁa, a plains village in Sattenapalli taluk and were
eking their livelihood by rickshaw pulling. Igp Narsaraopet
and Tenali towns 5 Chenchus were supplied with bamboos worth

RBs.1,000/~ each 2nd they 21so belong to Bontha Che nchu

comminity.

In Prakasham district 15 Chenchus of different

Chenchu gudems were given trade assistance of Rs.1,000/-
each, to start Grocery shops. Most of thege beneficiaries
could not succeed in running the shops ag they were not

sccustomed to trade tactics.

In Kurnool district 8 Chenchug, 4 from Srisailam
]
2 each from Sunnipenta and Mahapapgi were givenp fimnecial

aggistance of RS-TOO/_" each to open petty shops, Thege
places are pilgrim centres and have £0t ample scope fop

running various types of petty businesgg, Ay Present only
two persons of Mahanandi are Successfully Fuhning cocoput
ghops. In Mahabuboagar district 6 Chenchug Teceived trage
aggtatance of MEGT - DERRORS BEsthed Betiy shops mna ass

person WS given 2 rickshaw at Mah&bUbﬂag&r £ own

In order to evAludte the Success of thig programme

L anaficiaries who wereg not previ ; .
11 beneficlari ously in the buginegn
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have fiiled for run the business as they have spent

line were interviewed. Of whom 7 persons /the amounts for
domestic consuﬁption, luxuries or losses, while only 4
persons are successfully running the business. This
reveals that 36,4% of the beneficiaries are successful

in running the trade. Among thegé 4 successful individuals
two persons of Mahamandi were earning 2bout &.5/~ per day
by selling coconuts and other puja materials. Another
pérson of'Yerragonéapalem is running 2 sweet meat stall

on 2 four wheel eart purckhased with the assistance of
Integrated Trib2l Development Agency funds. He originally
belongs to Yadava community married to 2 Chenchu girl and
W2 S gdmitted to Chenchu society by paying a fire. Prior

to starting this business he was working as 2 cook at local

hostel and was, earning %.100/- per month and free food. ;

R - [
i

‘His wife used to work ésia”cboiy. " Presently heAig“eiréfng
s.8/- per d2ay 2nd was able to save %.BXff%er d2y in
Rayalageema Grameena Bank. He is able to increzse his
Bank b2lance to %.100/- 2and was abla to construct 2 hLut

in Government 1and given by Integrated Tribal Developmend
Agency. This is a very successful c3se but the person

is non-Chenchu am his area of operation lies out-side

the. primitive pocket.

The study reveals that most of the beneficiaries

under trade 2ssistance scheme belong to urban 3Areas. In

the forest area the scheme failed 28 the beneficiaries
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incurred
packground in trade 2d / ... heavy losses on
have 00O 7 ‘
i ature of merchantg through
£ the deceptive n
account ©

the supply of various commodities were arranged.
whom

Along with trade 2ssistance, some other minop
schemes were 31sO taken up to improve the economic
conditions of Chenchu families, but they are not uniform
2pnd confined to Prakasham, Kurnool ang Mahibubnagar
districts only. In Prakashanldistrict Piscicul ture hag
been stirted at Pedam2nthan3ala where there ig 4 tank
with water throughout the yvear. The tapyk has beep
inspected by the Aggistant Director of Fishereis,

Ongole
and declared it suitable for growing figh, 74 1s propesed
to charge this tank with one 13kh cat)a fingerlings at

3 cost of 2bout RK.6,000/-. There ape Suitable tanks in

Pechéruvu, Mahanpandi 2 nd Abbarajakunta 4, Kurnool 4igtrict
where fish can be grown by Chenchus. The Ghenchug of
Abbara jukunt2 are exparts in fishing but 44 steps haye

been tiken to develop pisciculture,

The forest Chenchus do not bothep About NOie
building 2s they oould procure bullding matey s like grass,
bamboo, wood etc,, easily from near by Porestg, Bhess
who are living outgide the forest area op 44 the fooy

hills like WMacherla samithy and certaip Areag of Prﬂkasham

apd Nalgonda 2nd the plains Chenchus ip general 33



facing lot of difficulty in procuriag building materials.
The plains Chenchus 21lsc lack sufficient 1and suitable

for housesites, Hence their present housing conditions
are deplorable. To help such Chenchus only the Integrated
Tribal Development Agency unit of Prakashim has proposed
to take up housing colonies at Billagondi 2nd Marripalem
2t 2 cost of R.400/- to each house, out of which Rs.200/-

is given 28 cash and R.200/- as food miaterial under food

for work programme.

Afforts were mde to inculcate the habit of
saving which wis hitherto completely lacking among the
Chenchu community., Some Chenchus of Nahabubnagar espe-
ci2lly in Mannapur 2and Bairluty gudem of Kurnool district
npened Bank accounts, encouraged by local officials., In
Pralasgham district 216 families have been motivated %o
saée %.8,650/- in post offices and Banks, the 2mounts
saved by way of selling minor forest produce, progen ¥

of goats ipnd ghee.

Forest provides most of the needs of Che mhus
and their life is inextricably linked with forest and its
potentialities. Development of Chenchusg is therefore

considered to be linked with development of forestry. In

nursuince of this policy certain progrimmes are envisaged
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3 ft plan. As the Chenchus are
stry in the dra
under fore

i and lack the st2mina and skill for
1v traipned 2n
notb proper

~11ing the trees, the forest department is getting the
i;bourafrom outside the Chenchu area.  Thus Chenchus were
1§osing devendable employment opportunities in their
1abitat. Hence the plan suggested (i) training centres to
;rlin Chenchu vouth in timber felling 2nd processing in
forestry Sberations, (i{j increise the employment Oppor-
tunities for Chaachus in forest department by training

the Chenchu youth who have studied upto 7th or 8th class in

logging techniques. But thsse programmes were not given

iny thought so fir either’ by forest departmént or by

Integrated Tribal Development Agency.

lo mobilise the Chenchu labour for Cononin

wnd efficiant use of major forest produce it is proposed

to organise forest labour cooperitive societies, The

ultimite 2im was to cover the entire Pro ject area in a
pnased programme to enable the Chenchus to exploit the

forest wealth for gainful employment. The Plan suggested

two societies one 2t Manmnur and other at Bairluty. so

far no labour cooperative society has heen organised in

vthe project area. Proposils are under Wiy to set up

labour eontriet gocietieg for bamboo cutting a2nd timber

felling at Bairluty, Pecheruvu, Srisailam apd Ahobilam in

Furnool disbrict and Mannxnup in Mahabubnigar district.
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COVERAGE OF CHENCHU HOUSEHOLDS UNDER I.T.D.A.PROGRAMME:

Since inception of the projecdt 2,962 (67.21%)
ont of 4,407 families identified in various districts of
the project area wers extended ~ne or the other benefits
to the tune of wnearly f.1,000/ or above to e3ach family.
Among the 1276 12nd holding families 912 (71.47%) and
imong the 3131 la‘ndless families 2050 (65.47%) have
received the economic benefits of Integrated Tribal
Development Agency. This reveals that in the entire
project 2rei is 4 whole the coverage of la ndless and
1anded families does not show any sigrifiecant differences.
However, in the individual district units there were
marked variations in the total covera g as well as

the coverage on the landed and landless households. With

regard to total coverzge Guntur district has covered
95.59% followed by 87.5% in Kurnool district, 67.25% in

Prakagham distriet, 6%.45% in Mahabubpagar district a nd

54.54% in Nalgond2 district. The total coverage in

Rangareddi district is only 23.41%. The poor COVET=Es
in Rangareddi district is due to extension of programmes
to more number of Chenchu families identified 3 fter the
inception of the plan, while the funds were released on
the bagis of population identi fied prior to the plan.

In Mahabubnagar district the benefits were extended

to 2lmost 211 the lapded families, while only 39.61%
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of thz lz2ndless f2amilies were covered. In Rangareddi
‘district 21so the landed Chenchus got a preferential
shar= of the programme than landless. TIn Guntur 2nd
Prakasham district 132nd less Chenchus were given much

oraference than the 1anded Chenchus. In Kurnool district

both the 12nded 2 M 12ndless Chenchus were given milch

cattle -without 2ny distimction.

Among the 12 nded Chenchus of the project area
63 .6%% received plough bullocks Along with agricultural
implements etc. Among the lariless familieg 2% .92%
received milch cattle, 38-67% receiveg sheep or goat

upits, 2.87% received trade assi stance, The analygis

also reveils that sheep And goat unitg aye more popular
in Guntur, Prakasham 2nd Malgonda districtg while milch
cattle programme received utmogt importance ip Kurnool

district.

To find out if there ig apy diserepancy in the
distributian of benefits few villageg Were selected and
3 sample study was condoted, The sappye study reveals
that 2bout 60% of the familjeg received opne op other

benefits. Among the 13nded sampie households 55,117

reported over the
sntire project ared., Among tne Landl egs families 62.5%%
were already benefitled Smong the gamp). households as
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against 65.474 raported to have been benefitted over the
entire project. The reason for thig deviation is due to
more number of Chenchus getting themselves identi fied

ag individual families in order to enjoy project benefits.

Thus every 2dult above 16 years married or unmarried,

gingle woman, widow/widowers were found to derive project

pepne fits 28 individual nouseholds, though in practice they

were Living with their kith 2nd kin.
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IMPACT OF DEVSELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The Integrated Tribal Development Project for
Chenchus covers 247 Chenchu settlements and 4407 house-
holds identif ied for development over six d stricts in
v as well as plains areas. In Guntur ﬁistrict

the agenc

this programme has peen extended to cover all Chenchus

jrrespective of their economic status, though the plan
nas sugrested to develop only the primitive groups. Tt
wag observed during the sample survey that several
Yap2di community.

beneficiaries belong to the

ho received tpade 2ssistance in Guntur

Pen2li municipal 2reas 3are really

Thoge W

town, Narsaraopet a nd
migrants from Oriss3 state and Eastery districts of the
jdentify with 20y of the

Their surnimes have no

1an names Of the forest chg

state.
pchus. It is also

70 amd odd ¢
interesting to note that their surpames, religious
practices etc., guggest that they have got connubial
relationghip with mutharagi 2nd felaga communities.

Though they have claimed themselves 28 Bontha Chenchus
’

trading in bamboo articles in the fashion of the chench
nehu

jagaris of Kurnool district, there is no evidence t
= (0]
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sh w that they have got any relationsghip with them. The
benefits of the Intéérated Tribal Development Pro ject

are not extended to Chenchu Dasaris in Kurnool gistrict

where these people appear to be a conglomeration of nomadie
communities recruited from severa)] castes. The other
Chenchus identi fied in different fyupa) areasg of Guntur

district excluding contiguous villageg of Macherla and

Rajupalem Samithies belong to the Krishna Chenchy

community who are traditionally beggars, Thyus the project

covers not only primitive forest Ghenchyg but also other

nomadic Chenchus.

Prior to the inception of Integrateg Trival

D.velopment Project, 1276 familjeq 146, 28, 95%. were

owning 1and, out of which only 289 (2o 6¢%) used to

cultivate their own land ang tpe Trest (77. 36%) used to
lease out their land for plltry Sums of g, 50 to 100 per
acre per annum or used to give theip langg on share

cropping ‘bisis to non-Chenchug, 1 either of thege

practices the Chenchu Pirticipatjop in 1grlcultural
operations is 0il 2nd they ugeg ¢, eke out their,

livelihood by g3thering fize woog 5,4 other minor forest

. produce or by doing mamual 1apgy,y,. In addition to lack
of interest in agriculture; lack of plough bullocks, geed
and other inputs used to hlnder Chenehus from tahng up

Even 1
~wn cultivation. hose who Were doing their own

b
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cultivation were practising digging stick cultivation to
a large extent. gince the inception of the project 812
Chenchus wers supplied with plough bullocks 2nd other
agricul tural inputs to t2 ke up their own cultivation. As
a3 result these Chz nchus 2T€ presently cultivating their
own lands. The percentage of families who leased out their
12nds decrs2sed from 77.36% to 36.5%, while own cultiva~-
tion increzsed from 05,64% to 63.40% (Annexure-ll) The
apalysis of 15nd dﬁLtivated and leased out revexls that
the increase in own cultivation 2nd decrease in leased out
1ands 18 directly'proportionAL to the quantum of inputs

supplied by Tntegrated Pribal Development Project,

Alomg with supply of plough bullocks, introduction

nf high yielding varieties, WaS also taken up and 425 acres

were broaght under High Yielding variety supplying

fartilizers. Bub measures O protect the high yielding

variety crops were not taken and high yielding variety

progrimms could not give the desired penefits. However,

the tpraditional varieties of crops Were cultivated 2ni

per acre yield increased 2s 2 whole. The yield per acre

was increased from 1% quintal of variga 2nd bajra to 3

quintalis. Howeveds i view of the single rainfed cropping
svstem 2dopted by Chenchus, they could not utilise their
plough bul locks to the maximum extent., The present form

of Chenchu cul tivation would employ the 2nimals for 2
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period of 15 to 20 gdays only. In other periods the animaig
#ere leised out to non-chenchus to till their lams on hire
basis or they are left without any work., 1Ip viewof the
under utilisation of plough bullockg and lack of alternate
economic pursuits the Chenchus could not devote much
attention on the care of bullocks ang they are 1e¢ft to
graze unattended in the forest falling ap €asy prey to

wild 2animals and naturl calami tigg,

Thus 15,974 ¢ the

20imls were dead and 4.16% orf the apimay g were sold as

observed from the sample study. (vige Aﬂﬂexure-IV)
However, the Chenchus are Proud to oy Ploy
and 80% of the animalsg supplied were Alive 3

utilised.

Nine community irrigation weljg Wwere
eéngines of 5 H,P, These wells p
the beneficiaries were able tg derive
ing from Bs.2,000 to 3,000 by raisipg
arnd other eash Creps., éesides,
Jowar also for own consumptibn.
FrLOF 59/ €86 plan Period g g S0me Chenchyg

heve their own milch cattle sheep and goat Th &b
. e
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entire project srea, the Chenchus were hasving Y64+ milch
animals, 1670 head of sheep or goat,for 4407 identified
Chenchu households as per the Bench iiark Survey conducted
by the respeetive Assistant Project Ufficers (vide
Aanexure-III) But during the sample survey very few animals
other than those supplied by Integ:ated Tribal Development
Project were observed. It seemsg that the buffaloes of the
plains people brought for grazing on wages were enumerated
as belonging to Chenchus., After the plan pericd 25.5%4s

of the landless chenchus in all districts other than
Kurnool and landed and landless families of Kurnool district
received milch cattle (vide Annexure-II.) Bub a large
percentage of them were dead. Excepting in Bairlutby,
Mlehanandl, Ahobilam and Panyem where the Chenchus were
selling milk there was no facility of marketing milk in
other areas. As such the Chenchus were utilising the milk
for tuneir owa consumption, The only monetary benefit that
they are deriving is by selling ghee which could get Ghem
about 5,20/~ to 30/- only per mensum. As the animzls are
not properly cered and fed, their milking capacity wgs
algo found to be very low. The Chenchus are not
sccustomed to milk the cows and ell the cows which were
supplied in Kurnool disbrict during 1977-78 were either
sold or dead due to negligence. Some of the animals
supplied were old and unfit for breeding end on the whole

the milch cattle programme could not succeed as there were
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o marketing facilities and the animals are not sui%able
for forest life. According to the sample study conducted
49.72 of the milch animals died, 13.81% were sold and

36, %656 are presently alive of:ﬁhich only 104 are presently

milching. (vide Amexure-IV),

. dpart from milch cattle 1211 units of sheep
or goat were given and 38.67% of the landless Chenchus
were benefitted under thig scheme {vide Annexure-III),
The sample study conducted to find out the bresent position

revealed that 65.11% of the units are alive while 25, 59%

are dead and 9.30% were solg away (vide Annexure-IV), A

majority of the goats died during the heavy cyclone of

1977 and the rest were killeq by the wilg animglg,
sample study also revesle

The
d that the units which are alive

actually during the last two years
the pumber of goats of such units nave doubled

The Chenchus are 8etting good

are breeding well, ang

in strengbhe.

income by selling the goatss

This programme is more Successful Cllpared to digtribution

of mileh cattle,

Trade assistance wag glven for about 2,874 of

the landlesg Chenchu familieg, The programme yag successfil

Only in urbap areas and its impact ig almost nil in the
interiop forest areas,



.

DISCUSSION:

As wgs suggested in the plan, cattle and sheep
distribution was given utmost importance in the implemen-
tation of the plan, with a view to introduce this food
gatheriqg trive to pastoralism and Ilater to agriculture,
It was expected that they could derive better economic
returns while selling milk and milk products, the cattle,
goat and sheep. Bub, in practice the desired ecohoutc
benefits cou d not be achieved as the distribution WaS Aot
done in a systematic end planned way., During the qst s
years of the plan very 1ittle has been done to introduce
cattle or sheep rearing as funds were not released in time,
During 1978 the accumulsted funds were spent without
properly training the Chenchus and without making sdeqguate
arrangements for milk collection and sgle. As such, the
Chenchus could not find any market for their milk. While
supplying the milch animals, the authorities have not
takeg proper care to develop foddel and pasture land,
assuming that the forest will provide enough fodder.
orest grass availability is only limited

The

potentiallty oni il
to about 5 to 6 months in a year and in the rest of the

months the animgzls are grogsly undernourished resulting
in poor yields of milk and some times becoming dry comple-

tely. Aaother glaring defect in the implementation of
this programme was that the Chenchus were not given any
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assistance to construct cattle sheds. As the Chenchu huts
are very small and couwld not accomaiodate the cattle, the
animals are left out side the houses at night r esulting
in their death due to wild animals or other causes. This
can be gauzed from the sample study where nearly 90% of
the milch animels and 25% of the sheep or goat units were
dead. Of the dead enimals a majority were killed by wild
animals 1.6., 20.5% in Praksshan district, 24 in Guntur
district, 23.5% in Mahgbubnagar ang 22,80% in Kurnool

district. The next important cause for death of gnimels

is malnubtrition and disegges apg this accounts for £1.0/%

of the animals in Prokashap and Mahabubnagar district and

about 13% 1in Kurnool gpng Guntur districts., There is 0o

inbullt system for the medicy) care of the large numberl

of animals supplied, Mggt of these snimals were PUrChasod

from the delta areas of Lrishna digtrict or Kurnool
district and they are not Accustomed to forest climabe
and uneeped 1f6Nand sasiny Caught with disecases and

tely died due to negligence and &Earvations While
purchasing

uLtima

the ani : '

e al’llmals I Seems that proper examinetlgll of
the age and breedj :

1= "18 eedlng CaPBClty was nOt- done as maﬂy Of the

nimal s supplie
a PL d to Chenchyg are old, barren and unfit
for breedin
f eaing and becape 5 burden to chenchu families.
The large populatig

i of esttle brought into the forest

areas were also f5ngs ;
lnding it difficult to get adequate water
28 the st

regus and po .
PONAS got dried up and the Ghenchus
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are not accustomed to supply water to animals in tubg
during summer season. There was no arrangenient for milk
collection or there was any possibility of marketing milk

in the forest areas and the milk was utilised for home

consumption only.

Even where there was arrangement for the sale
of milk through cooperative societies, the chenchus are
not paild properly and in time by the non-tribal members

of the cooperstive societies. In Bairluty the Chenchus

are selling their milk through Verkatspuram Milk Coopera-
tive Society which is managed by non-tribals, There were

number of complaints against pesyment and collection of

milk. It would hove been better if the society is exclu-

sively organised for the Chenchus. The Chenchus never
knew to milk the cows and the Ongole breed which is
suppliéd in Kurnool district is not suitable for milching.
dence, the cows distributed during 1976 were completely

neglected pnd lost.

The draft plan suggested supply of two mileh
animals to each family to form a nucleus for development
of dairy but the implementing authorities supplied only

one pnimsl pnd when it dried up the Chenchus hgve no scope

for continuing the dairying. Breeding bulls were supplied

to improve the Chenchus cattle but the programme could not

achieve the desired result as steps were not taken to



eV

Cneck breeding with local bulls. Thus the milch caitle
programme could not mske a remgrkable impact on Chenchu
economy as follow up measures like disease control, adequate
feeding, creation of market Tacilities and controlled

breeding were not given due importance,

The sheep and goat distribution brogramme wes
relatively more successful as this can be entrusted to
cld people and Chenchy children ang 4t needs no training
in m=nagement. The programme was more successful in the
districts of Guntur and Prakasham, However, provision

of adequate sheds ang medical care would have enhanced

the economic benefits of this brogramme,

The sheep ang goat rearing among Chenchus is
also facing serioys problems due to fi€lace of anima]

lifters. The snimals which were left fop 8ra2zing un-

attended in the forest are lifted by Organised thieves

on lerries and trausported to the plaing al€as. In various

districts the alllmals, logt due to lifting by thieves

range from 7% to 184 of the total animglg lost, (vide

Annexure-IV),

Though Plough bullocks were distributed to

the l?ndcd,Chenchus,trainina in regulap Culbivation using

bullocks is not imparteq to Chenchy cultivators, Aas such

even af'ter plough bullockg Were supplied they have to
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dépend upon Lembadas or nron-tribals to cultivate thoir
lznds. Certain Chenchus who learnt the art of ploughing
by employing themselves as farm hands were successful in
utilising these animals, In Mahabubuagar district plough
bullocks were distributed to a growp of 3 or 4 Chenchus
Jointly in certain places. As sucl animals are common
property) no body tskes particular care and atteation znd
the animals are neglectec. The ,gricultural programme was
confined to distribution of plough bullocks and high
yilelding seed without any arrangement to protect the crops.

As such except where irrigation facilities are developed

the schievement wgs limited,

The strategy of sbtarting Ashram Schools with
free boarding, lodging facilities had an impressive and
immediate impact on the literacy rate. In Prakasham and

Kurnool districts every Chenchu child was adnitted in

Ashrem Schools. In Mahabubnagar district also the

enrolmént rate considersbly improved in the hitherto

In Guntur and Rangareddi districts the

leftout areas.
r educe-

Chenchu children have ne special arrangements fo
tion till the plan, and their literacy rate is almost
nil. Now a beginming has been made with starting ol g

few Ashram Schools. Some unfortunate events happened in

villages where hostels are existing. The hostel wgrdens

are not extending the boarding facilities to Chenchu
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crildren residing within a distance of 5 Kms from the
hostels on the general guidelines of the Government and it
resulted in 2 number of Chenchu children dropping from
school. The district authorities have realized this
problem and steps are being tzken to remove this restric-
tion in the case of Chenchus. Except in Mannanur, there
ar¢ no facilities for secondary education in Chenchu
project area, The suggested high school for Chenchus at

Bairluty was not given any consideration,

The plan suggested trade gssistance for starting
cottage industries and petty trade for brimitive chenchus.

But the assistance was actuglly extended to urb-n chenchus.

The bee=keeping, bamboo household industry, mat weaving
& ?

processing of minor forest produce ete.,, were not given

any thought. Even where trade sssistance Was given to the

forest Chenchus their attitude ald ability for trading was

net gssessed and the Programme azs a whole suffered g set-

back. Ou the medical znd health gid? the Integrated W'ribal

Development Agency has not takep any programme gnd the
i a ("

situation was the same as it wag before the inception of

the plen except for drinking water facility which Was

p l'o."[ EII’.]..',-lla-

Lhough the Integrated Tribal Development Project

(Chenchus) codld not derive desipeg results in gll sectors
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1t was gble to create considerable awareness, confidsnce
and hope among the Chenchus as a programme exclusively meant
for their development and the economic benefits it would

generate are realised. They are exhibiting a remarksble

zéal to adopt to modern wpy of life by shedding their
traditional fears gnd inhibition tc a greater exbent and

arc participating whole heartedly in the activities aimed

to improve their economic lot., Thes community which never

knew thrift or saving habit has just began to save some
amounts for the future in Nationalised Bamks and post
offices and has also began to demend specific programmes
for their development and participabtion in the Panchayat
Raj admindstration.

The programme implegentation process has glso
brought changes in their out looks and way of life as was
observed among the Chenchu inhebitants of dllipalew and
Chilekacherla who were hitherto living on highway robbery
and cattle 1ifting by tsking up culbivstion whole he.rtedly

Some of thenotorious gang leaders of these villages were

employed in the local Aslrad schools and they are doing

their dubties sabtisfactorily. These criminal Chenchus have

completely given up thelr old habits and are sending

their children to Ashram Sckiols. They are evincing keen

interest to lesd a setbled life with dignity., Even among
food gathering Chenchus the realisation thet they have to

depend upon some assured source of income by taking ip
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agricul fure, agnimal husbandry has been noticed.

The aznalysis of varioué benefits extended to
the 3 categories of villages mentioned in 2nd Chapter
reveals that only 11.9% households of most primitive
villages were benefitted under Integrated Tribal Develop-
ment Project while in the 2nd category 65.48% were hene-
fitted. In the zdvanced villages of the 3rd category
85. 365 coverage was noticed, Thus the pattern of flow
of benefits to these Villages indicate that the more

advanced groups among Chenchus haye g0t maximum share of

benefits and it seems that accessibility factor éppears

to have influenced the selection of beneficiaries,

It can be judges from the shove analysis that

the implementing ,

in extending the
Lo continye the effortg in extending the
benefits through speci

Thls nccessitate

al central assistance for g further

period of at least 5 years to improve the forest Chenchu
on parwith other advanced tribal groups,

To sum up the discusgion the present report

highlights the following Pointg,

1e The most primitive ErOUps among Chenchus were

not tackled first and the most inaccessible HEGAE  were
a1

usuwally neglected,
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24 The implementation of the programme was not
systematically planned. The suggested prograumes of the
draft plan were not tsken up and the programme is mainly

confined to distribution of animals.,

55 The distribution of benefits were not followed
up for deriving maximum returns. In the process considera-

ble wastege hes been nocticed,

%, The report throws light that instead of a
result oriented programme a distribution oriented programme

has been attempted so far,

1 The Integrated Tribal Dgvelopment Project in
a very cshort time made an impact on the Chenchus by cresting
confidence, awareness and neec¢ to lead a settled life,
However, the programme has to be continued as only a
beginning has been made in bresking the traditional way of
Cucnchu 1ife, The programme should aim in futuee to give
special importance for the benefit of the most primitive
villages mentioned in the report. In future, bhe programnus
should sim at incressing productivity in agriculbure, large
scale distribution of fruit trees, improvement of cattle
with adequate marketing fascilities like the milk routes and
Provision of basic amenities to

small scecale industries.

¢ech Chenchu habitation., Special attention hess to be

given to start a number of Ashram Schools for the Chenchus
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MOSI PRIMILIVE POCKET - I

o mrier TG0 TR
e 2in 3. 4
1. Kurnool 1. Abbarajulunta 32
2. Bagavapurampenta 24
5. Indim swaramgudem 12
4. Pangidizudem 13
2, Prakagham 5. Korrapolu k 11 )
6. Peddavrmtla 4
7. Chenn2ngulaband= 1'2
8. Isukagundala 11
9. M21akondaventa i/
10. Y2davalli 4
11. Chinnagudi 4
12, Bommalapuram 5
3. Mahabubpnagar TB,Malleur 13
14, Farhabad 10
15. Kothakuntapally 41
16, Kadikitta 14
17. Pullaipmlly 8
18. R2mpoor 9
19. Appapoor 13
20. Thatigundal 15
21. Thimmareddypally 14
22, ¥Xadichintalabavy 10
23. Pakadiragipenta 6
24. Medim3k kala .
25. Sangikr igundal 9

26, Beharspur



A

oy

2.

Rangareddy

3 4.
27. Rampur 39
28. shaikpally 46
29. Dharmanpur 18
30. Chennaipally 30
51. Kolimpally 5
32. Venkatreddvpally 4
33. Jekkulapally %9
34. Ramreddypally 49
55. Purusump2l ly 1
%36. Chapalguda 8
37. Gadsing2pur 1
38. Mothkur 1

.



AMNEXURE_IX.

MORE PRIMIITVE POCKET - IT

S.No. Digtrict Village o, of Chenchnx
' Households
e ot 28 L.
1. Kurnool 1. Pecheru™u 88
2. Bairluty 65
3,0 ":‘l..galu‘by 43
4. Pa;ameheruvu 34
5. Narapareddykunta 44
6. Panyam 53
3 327
n =i
2. Prakasham 7. Chinama/thanala i
8. Chintalamudipi 37
9. P.M.Bandam 6
10. Peddachama
11. Chinnarutla 8
12, Bhim2rayaicheryyy 24
1%. Neklkanti 45
14. Gubialacheny 1
15. Ponn2labaily 17
16. Narathadikala 15
17. GRrnipenta "
18. Chennapilen 6
19, Bill3gondipenta 24
20, Murikimalia 37
21. Teluguriyanichepryyy 45
22 . BhBvipenta 10
2% . Mad2mhelma 14
24, Manthanala 10
25. Y.Cherlopalli 15
26. NallaEuntla :4
8

27. Chinadornala



A 2. S 4.
28. Kotturu 19
29. Thimmapuram 6
50. Yachavaram 1
31. Bommilingam 14
%2. Gannepalli 3
33%3. Mavutur 22
34. R2ng2puram 8
35. Ardhaw zedu 8
36. R.Vumsidivaram 6
37. Chinmakolkala )
38. Venlkatreddipalli 3
39. Jangamvaripalli 5
40. Yellareddypally 8
41, Mogullapalli 3
A2 . Marrivemula 10
4%, Aklapalem 10
44, Komarole 17
45, Kalaputhe la i
46. Sattuthanda 4
47. Gundamchelma A
48. Sunkesula 5
49, Pothurajpent 2
50. Badaveeducherlopal ly 7
51. Gnjivaripally &
52. Rollapenta 11

132

3, Nalgonda 53, Chitriyal 14
54. Rekulagadda s

55, Kambalapalli 21

56. Ralal/Fa1ayam 12



A

&

Ringareddy

3. 4.
57. Pogilla 19
58. Kothapalli 5
59. Gonaboinapalli 15
60. Boggu ladona 10
B0 Thimmapur 8
62 . Kacharajpalli 10
63. Yelmalmanda 2
133
64. Kusumasamudram 20
65 . Kothapally 23
66.SaMIWIM' 12
67. Pagidyal 2
68. Kondapur 24
69. Chouderpally 7
70. Rangampally’ 7
71+ Cheudapur 13
72. Kistapur 1%
i Purusumpilly 4
T4 Antharam 13
15. Mandippal 3
T76. Gudur 5
77. Mali@apur 3
78. Peta Magharap 5
79. Ananthasagar 10
80. M2 ngampet
81, Ramreddypally ;

-

e SR



s
e

1 2., 3. 4.
5, M2habubn2gar 82. Macharam 26
8%, Chitlamkunta 25
84. Wacharamcoloy 26
85. Sarlapally 26
86. Ambagiri - 26
87. Surapur 24
88. Kondanagul 17
89. Chennampally 20
90. Appaipally 26
91, Tirmalapoor L7
92, Jagannathapoor 18
93. M2alachinthapally 26
94 . Maredumadinne 20
95. Elleor 18
96. Shainpet 2
97. Wadicherla 20
98. Bomm2npet 18
99. Erupum2lla 14
100. Bathepoor 20
101, Dachapally 18
102, Guddimalkapoor 27
103, Jankara i 12
104 .- N21lmanpally 1%
105. Balmoor ' 22
106. Upmunuthulu 19
107. Udin. I3 ' 7
108, Naim2llapoor 11
109, Alampally ' 12
110. Mulksmanidi d 4



1.

20 e 4.
f. Buntur 111, Mandadi 15
112, S8irigiripadu 10
113. Dav-upalli 8
114. Papireddykunta 6
115, Watulkuru 10
116. Hanumapuram 15
117. Pitchibaithounda 14
118. PoV pally 15
119. Gudipuditha ma 15
120. Vazrapadu 10
121. Ravulapalen - 10
122. EKotcherlz 5
12%. Udizerla 10
124. GRpdiganmumalathapgs A
125. Agpnigundaiatha njs A
126. RemidiBhsria 45
127. Mellavagu o5
128. Iyy2napalem 15
129. Velatur 03
130. B.K.Varipalem 25
1%31. Bathukulapai 4
1%2. Ratechamal 1ip8&-au 15
133. Kolluru 30
134, Kapaparru o4
135. Gorantla 13
136, Venkatayapalem 7
137. Bod2nam 8
138, Gop2lapuram 5
139, Chirumamilla 4
140, Murikipudi a
141, Vendypu b2 lenm O
142. Kavuru :

-



3.

143 Velpuru

144 Nilegwaramien
145. Guudikondu
146, lzdikudi

147, Ciindrapalem
143, Ma2nchikallu
149. Ch2m2llamudi
150. Pathamallavapalem
151. Pedz2n2ndipadu
152. Kondapaturu
153. Loyapalli



Anne e=X

ADVANCED POCK AT

Ve I 5 4.
1. Kurnool 1. Srisailam 68
2, Sunnipenta 28

3. Ahobilam 44

4. W2hanandi 28
1es

2. Pralagham 52 Pedaminthanali 61
6. Chilakicher]a 68

T. M2rripalen 46

8. Chinthala 45

9. Thummalabajiy 26

10. Palutia 46

1. Alatan 20

12. Garapenta 87

13. suddalmnta 33

14. Allipal en 30

15, Daddanala 30

16. Dornaia 12

1 ¥ . Paten 22

526

7+ Nalgonda 18. Teldevarapally 21
to Guatyr 19. Guntur Town 25
20. Kothapalem 6

21. Anup2lem 8

22 . M2 nnesul t-@npajen 8

23. Thallacheruwy 10

24. Vaddavalli 10

250 Thadikopga
26, Nidumukkala




ke 2. ' 3. 4.

27. Amravathi 4
28. Nigy brolu 6
29. Kolakiluru 6
30. Revendrapadu 5
31. Tenali 8
32 . Nzmburu 4
33. Isukapalli 7
115
5, M3habubnagar 34, Jangamreddypally b
35. Amrabad 30
36. Turlapally €5
37. Venkateswarlatavi 1%
38. Mannanur 46
39. Hadthzd 13
40. Vankeswaram 9
M. atyallapally A
42, Padra %9
4%. Bommanpally 20
44. Inole 15
45. Akkaram 17
46, Ghanpur 20
AT. M2anpevarial 1y 18
A8, Siddapur 22
49. Banal 18
50, Tiingal 22
51. Dhararam 24
52. Rangapoor 12

—



e e
e ———— % e
.

5. &
6, Rangareqq
: ;
D5le Chellapyp X &
54. Salyaiq AL 3T
55. Ba ndyelikachayia 28
56. Salkarpet § b

o e o i

— -
——

GRA ND TOTAL, 4401
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