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PREFACE

The Assam Institute of Research for Tribals and Scheduled
Castes, Guwahati under the aegis of Ministry of Tribal affairs,
Government of India and Government of Assam have been providing
grants-in-aid to authors for publication of books written on different
aspects of Tribals and Scheduled Castes people of Assam. The
scheme is basically known as ‘Grants-in-aid for Literary Works for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes’ The scheme has been
made successful by the scholars and the authors of the State for
their literary Contributions. As a part of this popular scheme, the
book on POVERTY - ITS’ IMPACT ON EDUCATION AND SOCIO- ECO-
NOMIC CONDITION OF SC AND ST COMMUNITIES IN SARUKHETRI AND
PAKABETBARI BLOCK OF BARPETA DISTRICT, ASSAM by Dr. Phunu
Das has been sponsored by the Institute for publication. It is
expected that the book will provide interest to the readers and fulfill
their needs to some extent. We look forward for comments and

suggestion from the readers.

| am grateful to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of
India, and Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward Classes Department
of Government of Assam for providing financial Assistance for
implementation of the scheme.

| also offer my thanks to the officers and staff of this
Directorate for their help and co-operation.

In fine, I like to extend my thanks to M/s. Bohniman Printers,
Guwahati for their help and co-operation in bringing out the book.

Dated Guwahati

The 2nd Septermber. 2013 W

(Shri D. Sarma, ACS)
Director,
Assam Institute of Research for
Tribals and Scheduled Castes,
Guwahati-22



PREFACE

About two thirds of Indian’s more than 1 billion people live
in rural areas and almost 170 million of them are poor. Poverty is
deepest among SC and ST in the Country’s rural areas. India’s poorest
people’s 50% of members of STs and 40% of people in SCs. High
level of illiteracy’, inadequate health care and extremely limited access
to social services are common among the poor rural people.

Since Independence of the country, every effort has been méde
by the National Government throughout the country to solve the
various problems of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes and tried
to provide necessary safeguards in protecting their rights and but still
today these peoples have suffered from extreme social and economic
backwardness and living under poverty. They not have been able to
get the minimum of food, shelter and clothing. The percentages of
people who are benefited by Government schemes are so negligible.
It is also always reported by our newspaper that wherever the Harijans

rise up to the occasion to protect their, the non- Harijans reward them

in the form of drilling, burning and other types of atrocities. At the
d quite often anti — reservation

sometimes, the country witnesse
agitations. Thus, the opportunities for the rural SCs and STs are

denied. Therefore, the investigator has felt important to study the
problems of SCs and STs and impact of poverty on socio- economic
conditions of SCs and STs in the Barpeta District.

DR. PHUNU DAS.
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CHAPTER -1
INTRODUCTION
“ is the worst form of violence.”
Poverty & g MAHATMA GANDHI.

Poverty is an extreme form of chronic deprivation o.f hpman "ee(:s fo(;
the sustenance of his life. It is a complex_ p'henome.non in its 'conttexl t :,-r; !
scope. It is intrinsically related to the ex.lstmg.Sf)cno-econoT]c ;er:eﬁned
and is influenced by the economic and.soc':lal policies. It may a s0 e defined
as the quality or state of be:jngpor u:gllgent; want or scarcity

i indigence, to need. Poverty - -
SUbs!Stenlc)e;privegs people of their security and well-bemg;t fo0d, clothing
Deprives people not only of safe water and ade'qua e ,
and shelter, but also education and h.ealthcare, fionits and poace
Takes away people’s rights, and their freedom, dignity p
ind: .
. Io’fltr: l;eople’s lives in danger-and rt?bs them of thetof::::i(:s e

Poverty is a peculiar problem with which thc? varlltc)};sa ountres of the
world, particularly the third world have been ssjffermg.. d; 2 siwation where
B o e e macounryor aregion,where bigchuk
necessities of life. In a real sense, ntr n, : !
o:’ the population is deprived of even minimum agern;:l)e:‘ :fvli::fieo ‘fl‘eririz
long periods, the country or the region will then sub ee from a vicious cirle
of poverty. Thus, in its broad sense pov.erty can e o
where a section of the population fails to reac

consumption standard. .
Poverty is one of the main

sociologists and economists. It in

to maintain a living standard adequat

problems which have attracted attention 'of
dicates a condition in which a person fails
e for his physical and merfl‘taclj.eﬁ'lmency.

ives rise to a feeling of a discrepancy
A peopfa:ﬁjovt;‘;?p:;lit fll\\c()uld have. The t.erm Poverty isa
betw'een e oneIt is very difficult to draw a demarcation hpe between
e eeP According to Adam Smith - Man is rich or poor
amue:l]'ce :n(:hl;(:i‘;e’grrtzé in which he can afford to enjoy the necessaries, the
according to

. ts of human life. )
convenleg?es aln ;7?::$l:;?;nbseen defined on basis of the money required
ince

y 100d WO cal ies i calories in rural
o buy food rth 2100 lories 1n urban areas and .24()() S :
ta As of 2010 ; than 3 7% of India’s populatlon of 1.35 billion still
reas. As o , more a b
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lives below the poverty lirie. More than 22% of the entire rural pogulatlon
and 15% of the urban population of India exists in this difficult physical and
financial predicament. In June, 2012 a government committee headed. b)_/ N’C
Saxena estimated 50% Indians were poor as against Planning Commnssnon.s
2006 figure of 28.5%.Even after more than 50 years of Independence Inqla
still has the world’s largest number of poor people in a single country. Of its
nearly 1 billion inhabitants, an estimated 260.3 million are below the poverty
line, of which 193.2 million are in the rural areas and 67.1 million are in urban
areas. More than 75% of poor people reside in'evillages. Poverty level is no}
uniform across India. The poverty level is below 10% in states like Delhi,
Goa, and Punjab etc whereas it is below 50% in Bihar (43) and Orissa (47). It
is between 30-40% in Northeastern states of Assam, Tripura, and Meghalaya
and in Southern states of Tamil Nady and Uttar Pradesh.

Poverty is one of the major problems in India. It is the root cause of
many socio-economic problems including population explosion,
unemployment, and child labour and rising graph of crimes. Poverty
alleviation should be the main target of the nation 50 as to.make it a prosperous

and developed country. Thus, poverty elimination is a matter of fundamental
importance.

'According to 2010 data from the United Nations Development
Programme, an estimated 37.29 of Indians li i

Poorest African countries, In 2011, World Bank stated, 32.7% of the total
Indian people fal] below the

international poverty line of US$ 1.25 per day
: | in poverty
(PPP) while 68.7% live on less than US$ 2 per day.
According to a new p

320 million People in India and

t0 22% in 2015, The report
- only India, where the

in Southern Asia, however,
about 22% in 201 S,is

Poverty rate is projected to fall from 519 in 1990 fo
ontrack to cut poverty in half by the 2015 target date.

© Want to escape: It gjyes rise to a feeling of a
ne has and what one shoyjg have. Poverty implies

a condition in which a person finds him unable to maintajp a living standard
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i iency. He even fails to meet his

s res f:OT h ph)l,’mf/zi't;'mi: :ll ;:::?Lieﬁ::tliie g’oncept. Itis very dimig; $
e feqlllfemen.ts- li(r)xe between affluence and povc.erty. Afccordmg tc;f Adam
(SlraY:ha S:Argiricsa:il:l?or poor according to the degree us\ e:’lz;:ns}:; ;in ;an rdto

mi : ree! .
o ’the necessariesz thel:;?anv::::ini‘e::sht:litﬂeare facilities, etc. inacceSSI:)ilte.
P°Ve_ﬂ}' S edu:atl: n<,ieprivations immensely affect t}l:e :se;:(;l;laave}:
El)bwlo:rsrz;lta(::’ ; p:ison thus creating wide gaps between hav

evelo ,

o Poverty can be defined asa
the society is unable to fulfill ev

social phenomenon in which.a section o:
er its basic necessities of life. When

i inimum level of living
iety is deprived of the minimun Lving
i nt of a society 15 e sid to be plann
SubStantl'al seg“tlea bare subsistence level, that SOClet():loln S o it
a“_d oass pove Poverty is in fortunately not an ‘;t o e by al hat
?mhhmass p;:l:;%sn It s 8 despe & griet at"dlfat‘rénl)ll distressing but also
is a human . B s ho - o
. se on humanis i i e cause of socia
poverty is a gr:atOC;“rrnan is a disgrace in socletg./nalx:{ds t;100k e oty and
o 1 '
dem?l:ah'zmi'msglf Nobel laureate Amartya sezeither S ~onomis elass,
hum‘hatfon \ i r;lent” argued —"The poor 15 7 social and economic
or e Cl"Weto(r:ategories to use for analy:’f'l:::?em  know how many
enien
Itiloorv:r?:;:ts”. He again says that,

uit is not su .
hey are”. .
exactly poor t ot entirely
Poor people there ar;’ ?/:l; 2?1?; poverty has always had several, n
According to Da . d fine
separable meanings and is always de

d in terms of conventions of the
ety i ichi : : overty is defined as a
society in wh.lch it ;)ggg;ssays inits economlcf seqs:ei;r]l)um \I:Znts for healthy
I;I.R. S:mgh Endividual cannot satisfy his min
state where in an
i i nt.
living in a given social env1ronmethat“Poverty -
P. Townsead(1942).deﬁnes. s the effect 0
form of relative deprivation whic

ic phenomenon
: s io-economic phenom
resources.” dered pove 0 “socio-€
Kurien (1970) consid: o

isfy the wants of
: used to satisfy the
s availableto @ soc:e'tybaf sei ¢ needs met.” Again he says
whereby thfj resource do not have even their ad oy ocondarily a material
:Eetf?t“f, Wls‘;:;‘:i‘gll;); wsocial phenomenon an
at it is e

” istence, inequality
or physical phenOfnenon?; nas defined “povert-yhafh?lr):ilnimum orovision
Martein Rein (195 ) ce i concerned Wit e euality is concerned
and externality.” 'Su:m]:;nand working capacity.
needed to maintain hea

1
beregardedasa genera
ayf the misdistribution of
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wi . .. .

wﬁ :ﬁlatwe position ot.‘ the income groups to each other. Externality is concerned
; l:est of the society rather than in terms of the needs of the poor.

€ concept of conceptualization and measurement of povert.y is too

ing hich ot ot ey e i dfcency in e ial ve of
R Yy Tood for ener i
diet n 8Y requirements but als
b eed?d for health and other components of basic needs 0 ba!anced
N €xistence at the tolerable leve] (Rao, 1977) » Gssential for

they have no assets, no land, no live stock, no hou

Their only assets are time and Jaboy; sesandafter, no education.

vices. This view hag now, Oscars Lewis (1966) re

more accurately a “sub—cy e
« re” of
as “L Poverty, H
“The class value stretch” o “distinctivzr?;:n,,ROdman (1963) regarded
sociologists of the 19t s” of the poor.

of the poorer London and New Y, iti

garded as “cylture” or

menon- in sufficiency of

N as nutr itional d i
. L efi
] ciency
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CULTURE OF POVERTY:
It is the oldest one. It originated in the religious writings and institutions

of theological states and flourished in the writings of anthropologists. The
chief exponent of this thesis, Oscars Lewis, apparently coined the term
“culture of poverty”. Accordingly, he says that it is a way of life that develops
among some of the poor in a society characterized by-.
1. Cash economy, wage labour production for profit.
2. Persistently high rate of unemployment and under employment for
skilled labour.

3. Low wages.
4. The failure to provide social, political and economic organizations

for the poor by the voluntary organization or the Government.

Lewis describes this culture in 70 interrelated social, economic and
psychological traits which he admits may vary with variations in the family,
society and other situations. But Herbert J. Gans opines that the “culture
view” of social change has wrongly interpreted by anthropologists and
neglects the “situational view of change”. He also pointed out that cultural
factors that are functional to one group may be dysfunctional to another.

In Indian scene also the “cultural thesis of poverty has no relevance,
even if we were to accept it on its face value. Some of the key traits of the
“culture” such as “lower-class value” “low level of aspiration” or absence
of class consciousness”, organization or unions”,” absence of class or caste

system” are not to be found in’India.

'POVERTY AS A SOCIAL STRATIFICATION: .

Poverty has been considered by many sociologists as a social
stratification. Miller and Roby consider economic status to be the long run
basic issue of poverty, followed by education and social mobility. Rossi and
Blum opine that the three major dimensions of poverty —

a. class defined as distinctive value patterns and differential
associations,
b. distribution of resources and income and

c. distribution of prestige i.e. occupation, income and education.

POVERTY AS ECONOMIC INEQUALITY:
Economists viewing poverty in terms of -
1. Economic inequality.
2. Nutritional deficiency malnutrition.
3. Deficiency of basic minimum reeds and
4. Insufficiency of income to meet socially accepted minimum needs.
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An economic concept of poverty i
1 ece generally invol - i
‘norm which is commonly known as poverty line.y volves s cutoff poind

POVERTY AS AN ABSOLUTE ONE:
Poverty in an absolute sense has been de
f:lothing, shelter, education, health and securj
is often known as subsistence poverty. It is

ll;:ilf)icdnecessities of life and drawing a poverty line in terms of that price. In
Dre:/ nf:\]:eik?:l:j!esigtstqlUtledpo‘:jerty includes basic culturalpnee;is
Drewr Include education, security, Jej ion
in their category of basic cultural needs. e, leisure and recreation

POVERTY.AS WANT AND DEPRIVATTION:

In an absolute se
B nse poverty has a
necessities of life” or as a * e fsob

fined m various terms of food,
ty conditions. Absolute poverty
usually measured by pricing the

services from stocks such as housi
: using, clothi i i
are very essential for smooth socialgt: o, education and health which

the problem i : unctioning. If he do.
problem is of want, while the problem of failure of sto:Is(sn i(;tc{l o ﬂ:)'w:’
POVERTY FROM SOC[O_ eprivation.

Poverty has its socio-cultura] ;;:]J;TPRAL DIMENSIONS:-
may also suffer from lack of recognit sions too. Materially poor person

competent to protect his soci i
socto-political ap,
Shamugam found that most of the anti-socdi

€conomic interests. Similarly,
people of lower economic strata

al activities are committed by
POVERTY IN INDIA AND AssA M.

Poverty in India is w;
a is wid ; -
of the largest concentr © Spread with the nation estimated to have one

. . s that a thi
India. However, this algq representsa third of the g|oba] Poor now reside in

o/ ¢ ioni
60% I’Il]‘hlgsl t0 42% in 2005, a significant decline in Poverty from
popu]aﬁ:nf’elf;;"zage of poor in 2004.95 was 2
poverty ratio in 1,::;:6 :-0 wn to. 20.4% in 2005-06. Th ion i
between 1993-94 ard l;ol(;l;sowhlch is almogt double: of;, reduction in ths
. -05. This is ma; e trend observe
rate said K. L. Datta, an advisor of the pl:ligliigb ecause of the high growth
Commission,

1.8% of the country’s
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India’s poverty levels have declined by more than seven percentage
points in five years, according to government data released on Monday, but
the country’s northeast has become more impoverished. The figures from
the influential Planning Commission used new household consumer
expenditure methods to calculate that poverty levels fell from 37.2 percent
in 2004-05 to 29.8 percent in 2009-10. The decline was sharpest in rural
areas, where the poverty ratio fell from about 42 percent in 2004-05 to just
fewer than 34 percent in 2009-10.

Although several states saw their poverty ratios plummet by more than
ten percentage points, a number of states in India’s remote northeast
experienced a rise in poverty levels. “In Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram and Nagaland, poverty in 2009-10 has increased,” the commission
said in a statement.

Even big States such as Bihar, Chhattisgarh and Uttar Pradesh registered
only a marginal decline in poverty ratio, particularly in the rural areas, whereas

- States such as Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha,

Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Uttarakhand saw about 10 per cent at
(53.5 per cent), Chhattisgarh (48.7 per cent), Manipur (47.1 per cent),
Jharkhand (39.1), Assam (37.9 per cent) and Uttar Pradesh (37.7 percent
decline in poverty over the past years. One of the most astonishing revelations

s that poverty has actually gone up in the North-Eastern States of Assam,

Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland.

Indian Government has decided to include access: to education and
health facilities as also availability of clear drinking water while determining
the levels of depreciation in the country. This new definition will be applied
in the next survey. Indians poor will now be defined on the basis of access to
six basic amenities in addition to the amount of food they consume. In the
new system, poverty would be measured with reference to basic facilities
like quality education, good health’s sectors and clean drinking water
availability. Therefore, as we define it that a person in India if he or she has
a monthly per capita expenditure that is less than Rs 840 and does not have
access to drinking water, proper shelter, sanitation, quality of secondary
education or an all weather road with public transport be regarded as poverty.
The centre has now decide to defined poverty as deprivation by including
access to facilities like education, health, infrastructure, clean equipment
and benefit for women and children.

In the new system, poverty would be measured with reference to basic
facilities like quality education; good health sectors and clean drinking water
availability said Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chair Person of the
Planning Commission. Ahluwalia said 97% of students who enroll at the
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primary level drop out by the time they reach the level by higher education.

And 65% drop out by the time they reach the secondary level.

Poverty rate and Occupation

Occupation Scheduled Castes Scheduled
tribes

Self-employed in non- agriculture 27.7% 34.1%
Self-employed in agriculture 23.1% 32.4%
Agricultural labour 34.9% 48.7%
Non-agricultural labour 27.1% 38.0%

Others 18.4% 19.2%

Source: 55t

round (1999/2000) of the consumer expenditure survey of the NSS.

8 Self-employed in non-
agriculture

H Sell-employedin
agriculture

" Agricultural labour

B Non-agricultural labour

¥ Others

® Povertyrate and
Occupation

B Occupation

- Seli-emploved in non-
agriculture

-] Sell-employed in
agriculture

® Agricultural labour

= Non-agricultyral labour

* Others
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High level poverty in India is its history under British rule. Large
opulation, low literacy, societal structure including the- caste system and
1r)ole of won;en dependence on agricultural and the economic policies adopted
, the salient factors.
after Independence are some of . o
Sinc?c 1950s, Indian Government and non—govemmenta} orgam?_aflgns
have initiated several programmes to alleviate poverty, mclud.mg SUb'SIC?tZIn%
ities, i d access to loans, improving agricultura
food and other necessities, increase ' ; ‘ :
techniques and price supports, and promotmg.educatlon and family plar:nmi_;
These measures have helped to eliminate famines, cut a.bfaolute poverty leve
by more than half, and reduced illiteracy and malnutrition.

i i India SCs STs
lation below poverty line %
Eop:l aAreas 27.09 36.25 5.86
ur:
Urban Areas 23.62 38.47 4.75

Source: National Sample Survey Organization, 1999-2000.

Rural Areas

Urban Areas
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Uttar Pradegh, 1ty in flood-prone areas such as Assam, Bihar and

As Compared
! to oth
largely ryral In nature and ;;;“I/?;Th
iy

State of Ass
am .
North-East cq comprises of 27 ad

cf:;;em States, Poverty appears to be
ministrmfated-m Assam and Tripura. The
ot for ative districts and is situated in the
irely : fin ectsa:hnanow corridor running through
2,66,55,528 wi Y Isolated from Jngjs, T € state with West Bengal, Assam
is comparatj ith a density of 340 pere, he state has a total population of
com rl? ratively high a 64.28.1 Person per square K.M. The literacy rate
COMPIISing of 56.039%, (cangug o ™21 Constituting 71.93% and femal
Ng With males congy s of India, 2001) The Iiferac.:y ra;e in 7?11‘:

(census of Ing; ituting 78 810

and oil. ndia, 201 1). The State ;aciafo:?d-females comprising of 67.27%
Y 1S primari i

The Poverty fine of A primarily based on agriculture

Rs 343,99 .
. ' specti N ry
is 36.09% (apge."c1Y: In Assam, g = 214 Urban areas is R 365.43 and
compared ) of the tota » e pOPUIation living bel :
b to the All Ingj, Population, ywhi ing below poverty line
€ year 1993.94 the €rcentage of 2¢ ’1 0‘)/lch is remarkably high as
verty ; -10%. In comparison to 40.86%

According to th o

; 2001, Hypo: 1 in the

in the percentage of ruraj um velopm State has reduced significantly.
POpulatiop ;. : ent Report Statistics, the variation

than those in th
X € areas wj 1vin
5 Opul?tlon who live belo:\t,h 40.049, o gtbee ow poverty line is much higher
ssPecnal{y concentrated jp, r: Verty line . eVeI;ur-?\l and 7.47% of the urban
ources, in Assam 10 lakh g t; Tura| location.s Xe poverty in this state is
»%0 thougay, - According to the official

line.
e )
People are gtjj living below poverty

Ssam i
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With the increases in the size of population, growth of in inequality of
income and increased price level, the degree of poverty {n Assam started to
umber of occupations could not grow satisfactorily. To know
it is essential to know the findings of researchers like
d other. Dandekar and Rath in their study
the MSS consumer expenditure data
on was living below the poverty

eds.

increase as the n
the extent of poverty,
Dandekar and Rath, Minhas an
“Poverty in India has estimated from
1960-61 that about 48% of Assam’s populati

line on the basis of minimum nutritional ne
The Seventh Finance commission in its estimate of poverty in 1978,

for the period of 1970-71, made a different attempt where it added the per
capita private monthly ¢onsumption expenditure to the per capita monthly -

expenditure of the State Government on health, education, sanitation, social

welfare etc to find out the per capita monthly expenditure level. The modified

per capita expenditure was referred to an “Augmented Poverty Line”. Asa

result, the number of person below the poverty line as per this augmented
poverty line in Assam much smaller due to higher per capita public
expenditure of the state on infrastructure.
The National Sample Survey in its 38 round of the period January —
December, 1983 has remixed the private consumption expenditure per head
Rs 100 for locating the poverty

per month from Rs 20 at 1960-61 prices to K
line in Assam in the year 1983. As per this revised norm of the poverty level,
it was found that 45% of the rural people of Assam and 33% of its urban

people were living below poverty line in the year 1983.

Planning Commission constituted an Expert Group in Septembe.:r !989
to estimate the incidence of poverty. As per this Planning Commission’s
Expert Group Report, submitted in July 1993, it is revealed that the number
of persons lying below the poverty line in A.ssam was 89.6 Lakh which was
39.3% of the total population of the state in 1987-88,a figure was almost

similar to all India percentage. .
The recent estimate of poverty as been ma
Commission on the basis of NSSO data for the year 1999-2000. Some of the

key results of the 55" Round of the Household Consumer Expepditure SurYey
of the National Sample Survey organization (NSS?) t::Iove:‘mg .the period
July 1999 to June 2000, have now become aval able showing a very
Sigr):iﬁcant decline in Poverty. On the basis of this NSSF) data, 19?9-2000,
the percentage of population living below the povet.'ty line (BPI.J) in Assam
was 36.09% as comparéd to that of 6.16% in Punjab, 8.74% in Haryana,

31.15% in Uttar Pradesh etc.
As perall India Rural Development

and Assam have shown rise in poverty pro

de by the Planning

Report, 1999, the states like Bihar
portions. Accordingly, the report
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Qbserved that the percentage of BPL population in Bihar grew from 53.63%
in ]987-.88 to 58.21% in 1993-94 while in Assam the poverty ratio was
45.01% in 1993-94 as compared to 39.35% in 1987-88.

- AnPther estimate of poverty in Assam was prepared in connection
.wnth the implementation of the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS)
introduced by the previous U.F. Government also exposed the grim condition
of the peoPle of Assam. Even, though the successive state Government have
been making repeated commitments to alleviate poverty in the state, yet

still more than 40% of the total i
population of e s
the poverty line. P he state are still living below

SATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

) Since obtaining Independence in 194
:: o;s::zisit?::?nb:ﬁn made to f}q})]liﬁ the Scheduled caste and Scheduled tribe
. aspects of their lives. A

castes and Scheduled tribeg continue e sy pumber of Scheduled

t i i
backward ang wo fanguishing ot g 0 be socially and educationally

7 strenuous efforts by centre and

al I i

caste and Scheduled tribg corr .. 0" Conturies together, the Scheduled

from civilization arg presei?':ln:}?n'mes of India have lived in isolation away
e . .

lack of options 1y ool Ir cultura] uniqueness. Poverty, ignorance,

yment opportunities and non-existence of

< 1 t fO i i ili

Similarly, the triba]
co are also regarded as the weakest

section of the society. As per 20
. 01
of the state of Assam is 33, 08,57(5:e;]sus ‘ual Scheduled tribes population

. a o .
population. They are most oppressed andseizr;:)?:;:lggc:iz'“%} of the t'otal
ons o1 our society.

A Rt
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It was then in the wake of the Indian political reforms during Thirties
that these depressed classes got an effective opportunity of ventilating their
grievances against the social injustices from which they were suffering and -
social tyrannies to which they had been subjected. But the real emancipation
of the depressed masses through provision of equality of opportunity became
the preamble of planning in the Independent India. This has necessitated in
enshrining in the Constitution. Article 46 of the Constitution states that. “The
state shall promote, with special care, the education and economic interests -
of the weaker sections of the people, and in particular of the Scheduled
castes and Schedule tribes and shall protect them social injustice the entire
5% and all forms of social exploitation”. Article 330, 332,335,338 to 342
and 6" Schedules of the constitution deal with special provisions for
implementation of the objectives set forth in Article 46.

The UPA Government has set six principles for governance. One of
them is “To provide for full equality of opportunity, particularly in education
and employment for Scheduled castes, Scheduled tribes, OBCs and religious
minorities.” Besides, the National Common Minimum programme (NCMP)
of the UPA Government contains certain provisions aimed at the welfare
and empowerment of these communities.

The Government of Assam had also taken some steps and measures
for the upliftment of Scheduled castes and Schledued tribes’ people. For
example, the Assam State Development Corporation for ST in June, 1975,
the Assam Rural Indebtedness Relief Act 1975, the Assam Institute of
Research. For Tribals and Scheduled Castes in the year 1977, legislation
called the “Assam Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes Reservation of
posts at vacancies Act, 1978 with effect from 1* July, 1979 were constituted.
Besides several Draft Annual plans were taken for allocating necessary funds
for SCs and STs .During the Annual Plan 2004-2005, an amount of Rs. 183.52
lakhs; during 2005-06, an amount of 183.00 lakhs; and for the annual 2006-
07, an amount of Rs. 201.00 lakhs were allocated for welfare of SCs and STs
under Article 275(1) of the Constitution of India.

In spite of these special efforts made by the central as well as state
Governments, the socio-economic condition of Scheduled castes and
Scheduled tribes is not improved as expected. Still they are worst suffering,
depressed and socio-economically backward. ‘

It is in the above background, the present study was taken to lime —
light the socio-economic condition of the people of Scheduled caste ar}d
Scheduled tribes communities and how poverty compels them to remain

backward, suppressed and discouraging to go ahead.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

In view of the above reflections, the following objectives were taken
under consideration.
1. To study the impact of poverty on socio-economic condition of
scheduled caste and Scheduled tribe communities.
2. Tostudy the impact of poverty on education/ and of scheduled caste
and scheduled tribe communities.
3. To study the present condition of Scheduled caste and Scheduled
tribe communities towards standard of life.
To assess the level of employment, occupational pattern and income-
expenditure level of Scheduled caste and scheduled tribe
communities.
5. To suggest some concrete measure for improving the education,

socio-economic and standard of life of Scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes communities.

METHODOLOGY:
The part of the methodolo
methods applied for the study.

The study is based on both
were collected with the help o

gy mainly deals with collection of data and

primary and secondary data. Primary data

) ¢ f interview ‘schedules. A self-structured
questionnaire for educated and uneducated, married and unmarried between

the age group 15-§0 years were applied for collecting relevant data. Further,
to have detailed information, field work and observation has been carried

e ea. Two separate interview schedule were taken-one for
the families and another for the villages. Besides these primary sources, a

Y, an informal discussion with
cers) Panchayat members, Gram Sewak,
nvolved in different welfare activates were

B:D.O. (Block Development offi
Village head and socja] workers i
also taken into consideration,

SAMPLE SELECTION:
In the present s{udy, simple Random sampling method was used. There
hree ampling process is carried out. The first is selection
of district, the second stage consist selection of village and the third stage
consists of selection of households of the villages,

27

Regarding the selection of district, out of 27 disﬁ‘icts of A§sam, Barpeta
district is selected due to the fact that there is no partlcul.a.r studies conducted
for Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes communities. Altlfough they
constitute a major part of the District only a study was d_one on Eri-culture as
aremedy of Rural Poverty in Assam: A Enicro level study in Barpeta conducted
by Dr. Utpal Kumar and Das Manjit, in the year 2007. )

There are 11 blocks in the district. Out of 11 blocks, namely two blocks
i.e. Sarukhetri and Pakabetbari blocks were selected. .Il.l that Block also,
there is no evidence in conducting any rese.al.'ch activity although both
Scheduled caste and Scheduled tribe communities are highly concentrated
i a. .

" the;l:: second stage is of selection of vil[ages. The Sal:ukhetrn and
Pakabetbari Blocks consisted of 64 and 65 villages respectively. Ou.t of
these villages, heavy concentration of Scheduled castes anfl Scheduled_ tribes
villages were selected for the present study. At.otal of 16 villages— 8 villages
from Sarukhetri and 8 villages from Pakabetbari were selected for the purpose.
On the other hand, regarding households selection, only Scheduled castes
and Scheduled tribes households were selected. A total 'of 200 households —
100 from Scheduled castes and 100 from Scheduled tribe households were

selected for the present study.

NIFICANCE OF THE STUDY: o
oe In Barpeta District as per 2001 census, percentage of SC po?ulatlon olS
5.70% and ST population is 7.48%. The total SC literate people is 62.96%

. tal ST literate is 60.87%. o
e tO'I‘Z;Iere are 8 constituencies in Barpeta District. Unde}' Barpeta
constituency, there are namely two blocks i.e. Barpeta .and Bhawanipur tl:locl;.
In Chenga constituency, there are also two blocks i.e. ?henga ?lf)cj an
Gomophulbari block. In Baghbar constituency, lsdanbdlla lt:lolck,s in banola
i i f the Mandia block. In Sorobhog
constituency, Rupshi block and part of oc .
constituencyy Gobardhana block, Chakchaka block; in Bhawam;_)ulf
constituency, ,Bhawanipur block and in Patacharkuchi constituency, Ba_!a i
block and pa,rt of the Baghmara block (others parts of the. block are occu;::ec!
by Baska District), in Sarukhetri constituency, Sarukhetri block, Pakabet' ari
b{ocla(‘sand part of ’the Barpeta are included. It may beI notgdhhe;e lth(;n émie
i tituency was considered only . che ‘u ed Caste
izZsZitiz;tl;Eet{t] v(\:/g:Saﬁer de}llimitation that Sarukhetri constituency was
i 1 constituency. N
°°“Veze(é;22(;5$:ie?aste and Scheduled tribe communities are conc.entr'c?ted
in the arsea of Sarukhetri and Pakabetbari block, so the present study is mainly
i
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concerned with the two blocks only. The above blocks show a great failure in
socio-economic condition and educational facilities among the people of
both communities. The educational, social and economic deprivation of these
groups is common and unifying characteristic, each group also has its own
particular problem that distinguishes it from the others. On the above lime-

light, the present study was conducted and these particular blocks were
selected.

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY:

This study is limited in scope on the following counts. One of the
major handicaps of this study is that it was not undertaken on the basis of
any theoretical framework. It was designed and executed primarily as an
exercise in the collection of data about the households and villagers belonging
to Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes.

Secondly, it does not provide a historical background of the Scheduled
castes and Scheduled tribes who live in the district.

Thirdly, another limitation stems from the technical problems related
to the selecting of the samples. It was not possible to cover all the villages
and households existing in the district, So the study includes 200 from SC
families and 100 from ST families only,
block and Pakabetbari block, 200 samples were taken under the study. Thus,

the present study was mainly concerned with Scheduled caste and Scheduled
tribe communities only.

DESIGN OF THE STUDY:

The entire study is divided into six cha
introductory chapter
hypothesis, methodolo
limitation of the study.

_ The .socio-economic profile of the District and the study area is
discussed in the second chapter.

pters. The first chapter i.e.
presents the concept of the poverty, objectives,
£Y, sample selection, significance of the study and

Areview of related literature is presented in the third chapter.
. Chapter fourth explains the pattern of scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes hfe style, Occupation, pattern of employment, determinants of poverty,
facto.rs influencing on their standard of life etc. (Analysis of primary data
are given).
The major findings of the study are high highlighted in chapter fifth.
The sixth ch

. apter deals with some remedial measures for the
improvement of schedyled tribes communities with a concluding remark.

out of 16 villages of Sarukhetri -

CHAPTER-2

ABRIEF PROFILE OF BARPETA DISTRICT
AND STUDY AREA:

The district of Barpeta covers an area of 3'245. 5. Kms. It is bounded
on the North by Bhutan, on the east of Nalbar_l DIStl'lC.t, on the Sou.th Py
Brahmaputra River and on the west by Bongalgaon District. The dnsf:rlct
headquarters town, Barpeta, located at the'dlstance of 145 kms from
Guwabhati, is the traditional home of Vaishnavite art and culture.

HIStolg);}pém was a sub-division of undivided Kamrup District. till recen;
past. The district of Kamrup originally fomed part of the kmhgdon: 0
Kamrupa, which at one time is said to have included part of Nort -elasd etr,'n
Bengal and the whole of the Brahmaputra valley. This area was ru efthl/
several dynasties including the Ahoms. Blfutan war of 18§4 was one o ihe
very eventful historical past of Kamrup which had resulted in the occupa

of Dewangiri.

POPULATION:

Barpeta djstrictﬁqﬁ @TG’IT) is an administrative district in the state
arp

of Assam in India. The district headquarters are locat.ed a} B6gm42e:‘az,0’l;l;§
district occupies an area of 3245 km? and has a populatlc;n ;6 léﬁg o,f 20 (e
of 2001) comprising of 1,52,0333 of ru!'al person ags/ ;-urai S e
person respectively. The district comprises of 50.19% p

7.02% of urban poverty. According to the 2011 census Barpeta district has

istri lation density of 632
population of 1,693,190. The district has a popu s
ziinhc:abitants per square kilometre (1,64(:1 i/sq :l):rt; i]rigntl;l;t(l)gr]l ,;z;ﬁ:;t:
21.4%. Acc »
te over the decade 20012011 was Acc to 2
?Eeduled castes and Scheduled tribes population in the district are 93861

people and 123266 people respectively.

UAGE: o
LAN(Ifllain language spoken in the district is Assamese.

HYSICAL FEATURES: .
GEOGRAP}R;]:gDrahPmaputra, the district falls roughl).r into three natura!
isionh © ly the tracts near the river, the central plain and the Kachari
;l)wnsmn:;agl]z )éhutan Hills. Some hills also break the reverie area just
uars n
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north of the river. The territory was originally more or less marshy and was
Sl}bject to inundation during the rains. There are no high mountains in the
district but small hills can be found almost everywhere. The marshy portions
of the district have now been cleared by immigrants and they produce jute
and rice. In the midst of miles and miles, fields of waving paddy can be seen
groves of bamboos, betel trees and other fruit trees. These groves which

loolf like jungle islands in the midst of fields actually conceal the houses of
cultivators.

RIVERS, CANALS AND WATER WAYS:

' .The district is intersected by numerous rivers and streams all of which
arise in from the hills and mountains and flow into the Brahmaputra. On the
northern ba_nk, the principal tributaries of the Brahamputra are the 'Manas
the Barnadi and .the Pagladiya. Besides these three big rivers, there art;
nMum:rc}ush other rivers corr!ing down from the Bhutan Hills to the district.
M :ri i(; atcem alr.e not very important. Between the Bardani and the Manas,
e andor?? icated network.of shallow streams, which meander over the

A ultimately find their way into the Brahmaputra, most of them
being first collected either in the Pagladiya or the Chaulkht;wa

COMMUNICATIONS:

Ba : .
commer::‘il::ti;(t)rtd;ts” Ee Important railway station and biggest trade and
ports. It is also the ¢ district. Bahari and Kholabandha are the river
in the distict s | gateway to the “Manas” sancturay’. The total Road length

15 1395 kms of which 59 kms is National Highway, 101 kms

state highway and 1235 kms i
1198 are graveled roads, Buss l:GOther PWD roads. 197 kms are surfaced and

are avaj
available for the most of the towns of the district from here.

Geogra e
land havingg 5,2:;31’1 ﬁf"lz ;r(pe.ta District varies from low lying plains to high
Bagh bar, Fulora and SC];: the South western corner of the district, namely
Brahmaputra river. The cli ala overlooking the secenic and mighty
the year. Tropical monsooma&-: of Barpeta remain mild and pleasant round
runner and writer, The N climate of this district provider’s two district
. Summer season o.f March to May followed by the

Ivices of Assam State Transport Corporation
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EARLY HISTORY:

The history of the district is a glorious one. Places like Barpeta, Bajali,
Sarthebari, Sarbhog, Howly, Moinbari, Fulora-Chatala and Leh-Dongra are
famous for their respective historical importance. Mahapurush Sri Sri
Sankardeyv, founder of Vaishnavite culture, established Satras like Chinpara,
Kamarkuchi and Patbaushi in the district and thus Barpeta become the centre
of Baishnavite Culture in Assam. Sarthebari, a town within the district is
famous for its Brass Industry. Sarbhog was an important place during the
British regime where an airstrip was established during world war —I1. Leh —
Dongra, situated in the Southern part of the district is famous for its legendary
person “Dak”. It is known that in 1320 AD the king Fingua Ruled in Bajali
area. Dubi near Pathsala town was famous for “Dehadasi Nritya. In 1942
Madan Barma and Routa Kachari of Bajali area became Martyrs of the
freedom movement. Presently, Pathsala has become a pioneer in
popularization of the mobile theatre in Assam.

DISTRICT FIGURES AT A GLANCE:-

District Geographical
Figures Census population 2001

Distance from state capital - 145 km | Total Population = 16,42,420
Total area : 3245 sq. km Male population = 8,46,106 (51.52%)

Forest cover : 1639.67 sq. km Female population = 7,98,6314
 Cultivated Area = 44670 Hect. (48.48%)
Under Paddy Sex Ratio (M/F) = 1000:941

Cultivation = 36500 Hect Rural population = 92.97%

Under tea plantation = 5920 Hect Urban population = 7.03%

Density = 472 Person/km SC population = 90,687 (6.54%

ST population = 1,10,452 (7.97%)
General population = 11.84,520 (85.49%)
Male = 1,53,339 (18%)

Female = 1,47,756 (19%)

Literate person = 47%

Male Literate = 54%

Female Literate = 39%

No. of Education Block = 8
No. of Development Block =12
No. of Sub-division . = 2
No. of Goan Panchayat =149




No. of Town commiittee = 6

No. of ward = 48
" No. of CRC =146
No. of VEC/WEC/TGEC =1080
ABOUT THE AREA:-

In the year 1992, 15 July Pakabetbari
inaugurated as Pakabetbari, includin
i.e. Betbari and Paka Mouza.

Under Betbari Mouza, there are 7 Goan Panchayats and under Paka
Mouza, there are three Goan Panchayats respectively.

The total population of the area, according to 2001 census report is 1,
18, 330 person. The number of Scheduled castes is 14922 and scheduled
tribes 2528. There are altogether 20834 number of families. There are 3

H.S. School, 13-High School, 15-Sub-health Centre, 1-primary health Centre

(Under Construction). Again, there are 4 rivers- Pahu mara, Tihu, kaldiya
and Palla.

Development Block was
g 10 Gaon Panchayats and two Mouzas

Again, the geographical area of the Block is 9069 Bighas, 4 katha, 7 1/
.6 lessa. The total Goan Panchayats under the Block is 07 and total villages
under the Block is 64. The unc

Th ultivated area of the block is 1, 8317 Bighas,
1 katha, 8 2/3 lessa. Similarly barren and uncultivated land is 1475 Bighas,
4 Katha and 11 Lessa, Area u

nder irrigation and types of irrigation is also

nil. There is no forest area, The area under agriculture is 70 852 Bighas, 2
Katha and 9 lessa. ’

scheduled castes is 3962 where 2094 person male (SC) 1868 female
(SC) and 905 person male (ST), (SC) person

: 868 person female (ST). The number of the
v!llages connected })y motorable road is 21 and there is no any national
ll:uggway and state highway, The district road is Barpeta, Nagoan,Sarthebari
oad. ' ’

. CHPTER -3
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE:

i the gaps in that area,
For understanding any aspect clearly and to kpow © 22 .
it is very essential to have a briefreview of the earlier studies in that .spemﬁc
area. Hence, an attempt has been made in this chapter to review briefly ttfe
exist.ing literature on the different dimensional of poverty and socio-economic
itions of SC and ST in the country. . .
condlA number of studies on Poverty have been conducted by the economists
of the country and their focus on poverty is from economist’s point of view.
Thus it may be useful to have a brief survey of the relevant sources having
ing on the study. ‘ . .
beal.m(%hara.n Singh, in his “India’s poverty and its solution” (1964) neither
defines and measures poverty nor views it as dlffereqt from under
development. His major thrust is on outline of an alterpatwe strategy of
economic growth with emphasis on small and mf:dlum farmers and
entrepreneurs, labour intensive techniques and utilization of surplus labour
ital formation. ) ] i .
o cag‘:;okoSingh (1969) in his study identifies poor’s as a) pet;yl cu(litlvaté)r‘;s;
i ith less than 5 acres of land, an
icultural laborers, ¢) cultivators wi .
:3) zﬁrltivators who are in traditionally poor occupations. He says tha;t plovf%
in India is basically a rural phenomenon that has emerged during the las
yeal’S.P C. Joshni in his book “Social Dimensions of the l".rob]em of Povfe;ty”
(1971).er.nphasis on concentration of wealth and power in the hancfls of few.
Dandekar and. Rath are also not explicit about the courses 0 povelt(-ty.
But they are explicit about the causes of income mequallty_v_vhlc.h are t:a.t.en
implicitly as the causes of poverty. They-asserted that prevailing inequali ies
in t};]e distribution of income, unequal distribution of the means of production

deremployment. I
and m&?Pgﬂ:r&:?: (tllgﬂ) seems to consider under utilization of human

ief cause of poverty. .
resources to be. ge ((:111196311?6(:)%0 his book attributes to the structure (_)f Indian
nolr(n;lt:ng?ts II;Iattem of growth. He does not consider population to be
eco

fhe basic; all;sei‘t::(sf;\'(elrgt%) work considers low income, savings and.capital,
] D.d . ti:)zl rimitive agriculture and lack of market orientation and
ow production, pto be only the superficial causes of poverty. He says, the
lack o:‘aiclzza;}OSOVCW are the concentration of economic power. It is the
main



34

economic power through which all the major decisions are taken in favour of
the rich and not so poor classes.

A. K. Sen (1975) consider poverty as a function of technology and
productivity or ownership of the means of production and of exploitation
and social arrangements for production and distribution,

+ C.T. Kurien (1977) also seems to consider technology, productivity,
exploitation, distribution are the chief causes of poverty.

Epstein and Jackson (1975), M. Adiseshiah (1976)and V., Shanumuga
Sundram (1979) have emphasized

V.K.R. V. Rao (1982) has ma
in India”, ‘
Studies also made by Deshpande, Ashwini (2001) on “Caste at Birth?
Redefining Disparity in India” and “Does caste still Define Poverty”? And
Meenakshi, J.V, and Ray, Ranjan on “Impact of household size and family

composition on poverty in rural India” Which examine the economic status
of Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes.

Borooah, Vani K. (2005) has made a study on.
poverty in India”. Through the study the investigati
standards of SC and ST and non-scheduled in India. Barooh estimates a

multinomial logit model of poverty, computing the average probability of
being poor at different poverty lines for SC, ST and non SC/ST households.
. !?haumik and Chakrabarty (2006) in their study on “Earnings Inequality

Religion based on Politics in India had

“Caste, Inequality and

an impact examine differences in e
the social groups (SC, ST and non-scheduled)
Kijima, Yoko 92206) in his study on
Evidence from Indja” uses household level da
surveys of the.NSS to decompose differenc
between the SC/ST and the non- SC/ST int
differences in economic characteri
to characteristics on the other.
There are several other stud

“Caste and Tribe Inequality:
ta drawn from the consumption
es in mean consumption levels
o the components explained by
stics on one hand and dj fferences in returns
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i Joseph Mathew (1986),
80), Pimpley and Sharma (1985)

Ramm a}?d Kllzzn gzi V}B. Sinl;h (1987) Nanduram (1988) Selvanathan (1 98h9),

g:ﬁfy l;13/91 a¥|d Venkates Warulu (1991)etc. has also made other researches
i SCs and STs in India Contexf.

> dlf‘iefzf:: ?r?:lctth‘:ie there are also several studies made for the SC and

p :
ities in India. )
. comgu;:tll?:kmalll[cll EIS.P. Pandey (2005) has made a study”01_1 Sch.edule?d
C teslse;/elopment — A study of special component plan” including six
as

districts viz. Allahabad, Lacknow, Varanasi, Agra, Gorakhpur and Kanpur.
i .

One of the most relevant inquiries was undertager} l?ict::\el\:::inr :;
. i
; ent Studies who surveyed the trends in in .
{)nsgt::;::s[)i:v’l?:r)lﬁrll:ladu and the study reveals the deteriorating condition
y
i ilnadu. (1974). e .
of the SCs in rf:;n[:::el; s(tudy (1974) of minorities in Madras state. ln{l;;:
d S;reai:z: given an account of the difficulties faced by the minori
study s k: o
includg]ng Ha;g?; ;ao (1997) has selected a village in Wlelst Gol(_ila\?ni :;fjt?t::et
anum o di fthe village. He div
h and studied diverse aspects o p
of Anl(:l}t)ir:nl’il:tietshree categories like Scheduled castes, Backward class an
popu
Advanced; aSt:{ah takes up major issues involved in the d;avelopt;r:?:‘: g?
. s n
ib l]a)ul‘;asa;:lrticularly in the process of plénnmgha:nﬁl;:h[zs ett;:: e
tri al ent programmes for critical analysis. He Ingdilabad Koyas of
throe o r tribes of Andhra Pradesh, namely Gonds (;1 o gi\;es 2 broad
t(l}m;e v (':md Chenchus of Mahaboobnagar in detzlul. T étsper);pective
odavarl . d developmen :
: i i r economy an . ' .
outline of the trlb%;Lt:’;h:ée(l965) a study of R?qut vnllag:':n fJoacL:]f;P:;
o Berf{l;rg rsi>radesh which is of special inter.est becau;:sob rlosu e o
(filsz‘r:: (:vhicha initiate constructive change. Th(lis |Stclll(<i=§stes village.
o transform the lives of the schedule i;ans in Pune city of
development c;n twardhan (1973) made a study of Harga:s ltaken A
Sunanda ha study, it was studied the changes that has thF; oe In
Xahargstlra. slt'::me:md wh,ether it is possible for the people among
e social sy:
i dder. i io-economic
castes to go up iin the la de a study on the changing socio
Dr. Soran Singh had made

condi eals with the study of inter caste relations and

i h. Itd
in Eastern Uttar Prades '
social distance among scheduled castes



36

P. Hanumanta Rayappa and R. Mutharayappa had made a study on
lfchlfduled castes and Scheduled Tribes which del:al:s with the dimensiori,s (z)f
ac \Yra}:dness and efforts are made so far to improve their living conditions.
undenooi a(lfutligral Research !nstitute for Tribal welfare of West Bengal
und study to assess the impact of industrialization on socio-economic
nd psychological life of tribal communities. The Institute also had
underEall()en ?nother. study of the tribal workers in tea industry (1964)
Rancls .C.i\tgd);ait:tl: (196‘4‘1) in his study of Munda and Oraon tribals living in
ooni C p out, 'Ijhe process of urbanization among the tribals of
s m;y involves changes in several dimensions.”
based sttt;]dy[of .tnbal economy of Gujarat undertaken by Shah (1967) was
n the Indian Rural Debt and Investment survey of R.B.1. (1961-62
and thl\e/I study undertaken in Gujarat state. B )
of shiﬂi:rgtycﬁllézzt) discussed the: m?lpractices of moneylenders, problems
e, measumsat o;s and ﬁmctlomng of Muttadar system and reviewed
India. Tho o o(t)‘ ; taken for amelioration of tribal conditions in South
— differentyFiv ayyer D.P (]974) examined the tribal development
eduntions consideergjz zlar}s. It is pointed out that in the Fifth plan,
tribal’s with natioa Nl Important tool to improve and integrate the
M.L. Patel (1997) was mainly concerned with the

tribals. According to him during 17* and 18® land problems of

centuries there were many

development.

Pradeep Kumar Bose
. : 19
stratification pattern among l(ndi:r:
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Makhan Jha (1982) studied the socio-economic and cultural dimensions
of the tribes of Orissa. The study examined the interrelationship among the
economic organization, social structure, the life cycle, the religious beliefs
and practices of the tribes residing in the different area.

Bhagat (1983) attempted to quantify some of the socio-economic factors
determining the difference in the adoption of improved agricultural practices
in tribal Bihar.

Kothari (1985) conducted enquiry about the tribal social change among
the Bhills of South Rajasthan. The enquiry is concerned with the problem of
the direction of social change.

Maurya R. D. (1985) identified that, education can play a crucial role
in inculcating awareness among the tribal’s about their legislative right and
thus help them to cope up effectively with the challenges of modern life.

Srivastava LRN (1987) also focused on the education of tribals and
stated that objectives of education in the tribal areas leads to production
orientation, economic growth and value orientation.

Sujatha K. (1988) viewed that for the fast development of tribal areas,
integrated development approach is highly essential.

The study of Rama Rao V. (1988) also pointed out the need for
integrated approach for tribal education development.

Prasad R.R. (1988) emphasized the different dimensions of tribal
development during British rule and in free India. The study observed that

the planned development programmes in India have uplifted the tribal people

in many areas. ) .
Mahalingam S. (1989) has advocated that tribals in India form the

very segment of the weaker sections of the country with their traditional
skills and resources. He also explained the importance of different tribal
groups and their marketable products, salient features of tribal marketing
structure and institutional building for the development of tribal market.

Obweroi R.C., Murty T.V. and Sharma R.K. (1989) conducted enquiry
about agricultural development on tribal farms in Himach?l Pradesh. The
study revealed that the farmers were found to differ significantly among
themselves for the constraints in the development of agriculture.

Shah B (1990) observed that the tribals in India differ from one anot}!er
in many respects. She emphasized the different problems associated with
the tribal education promotion programmes. . .

Verma R.C. (1990) examined the different dimensions of the Indian

tribal society through the ages. Khare (1991) examined the impact of
economic development on socio-economic conditions of the Munda tribe of
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Bihar and Jarkhand states. The study identified a gap between the tribal
welfare plans and their implementation.

Choudhury Budhadeb (1992) conducted a macro level study on Indian
tribes. In the study, the dimensions of socio, cultural, religious and economic
changes are highlighted. The study also analysed the socio-economic and
ecological development issues of Indian tribes,

Heredia, R.E. (1992) has explained that the isolation of the tribal
community from the mainstream of society is a much larger issue in which
education as an agency of socialization is one important dimension. He
advocated the need for non-formal education for the promotion of education

* in the interior tribal area. .

Bhange N.P. (1993) reviewed the recommendations of different tribal

commissions and committees appointed by the Government of India.

Etala, Sammaiah (1 993) concluded a study of hurdles in the
implementation of welfare measures provided in order to equalize educational
opportunities to SC students in Andhra Pradesh with special reference to
Telangana. The objectives of the study were to assess the awareness of SC
students about details of the welfare measures provided to them; to study the
adequacy of the welfare measures thereof, and to identify the hurdles in the
implementation of welfare measures by the government functionaries in the
Department of Education and Social Welfare,

Devendra Thakur and D.N Thakur (1995) reviewed the tribal
development and planning in India. They studied in depth the massive efforts
that have been made for the socio-econ

omic development of the tribal people
by the Government through organized economic planning.

. The study .Of Yirginius Baxa (1999) suggested that tribes are whole
societies each with its own language, territory, culture, and customs and so
on.

_ Mohan Rao (1999) examined tribal development in Andhra Pradesh
with respect to their process, performance and prospects.
Against this background

the socio-economic conditi

CHAPTER -4
ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

Even after sixty years of Independence over a quarter of our pol;:ulalzloz
till remains poor. However, the county has successﬁxllyorefiuced 4t Z s ar:
. fl' the poor in the population from 54.8% in 1973 t(? 27.5% in 200 .d motei
:)he socpial groups, scheduled castes and scheduled tnbeis a:d ll:acl(;wa:1 n:?:tio

, 2004-05, while the head co .
d for 81% of the rural poor. In \
2?1;1;“:;“ in the total rural population was 28%, among fhe Sc:\;?lilzg
i ban areas, the head count ratio overal
Castes it was 36.8%. In the url : . o iy 4096
K SCs it will be even higher in rura carly 40%.
28 /")I'El;tp?:::r%ion of ST population among the rural po(;pl‘jlatllggghzl (n)g% in
: i in 1993-94 to 17.5% in 1999-2000 —
increased from 14.8% in 19 3-94 . )
EOVEE}’t:;SOf their share in the total population in India. Foor ryra;lgp:}pgftalzg
o idence of poverty among the ST had fallen from 50% in s'; and
2?2“‘;:11 9699 2000. In 2004-05, the incidence of poverty among the STs sto
o (V] - . 1 .

9% for the rural population. . s
i 47.:l;t/;)sfalso worth mentioning that in rural areas SCs do not have acces:

i urban areas more often. On the
foand and there'fori?;f:f::se (111:13:1 f;:;et:;)tter access to Iar.xd' especially in
e R e mbrt the quality of that land, and its productivity is low. and.
e fOfeSteC_‘ o l'Jl‘hus in terms of income and poverty as w cllas .tl.u- other
?’ifl]'dstl owoli? ;Z::n dev’elopment like education, health and nutrition. the
indicator

T . . . . .

ing i i ingly.
tried to make an analysis from collecting interpreted it accordingly,
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From the table 1, it is seen that both scheduled castes and Scheduled
trines people are concentrated in all the villages of Sarukhetri and
Pakabet bari block. Thus out of these 16 village, 200 households from
each 100 (SCs and STs) were taken into consideration. All the villages of
the district is situated in the plain area.

SHOWING FAMILY PATTERN OF AND THEIR INCOME:

TABLE -2
Family SC ST families Primary Estimated
Type families gources of in come income per

annum

Nuclear 27 17 Agriculture Rs.3000-5000
Joint 69 82 Agriculture Rs.5000-7000/
Extended - - - -
Single 4 1 Salaried Rs.7000-10,000
Total 100 100

The above table reveals that the majority of the villagers are living in
nuclear family and joint families. In this case, people belonging to SCs are
to have nuclear families than STs. The estimated income of nuclear families
rests ori Rs. 3000- 5000/per month, joint families Rs.5000-7000/- per month
and single families Rs.7000-10,000/- per month respectively. There are only

4 families of SCs and 1 family of STs having single family pattern.
The estimated income of nuclear families rest on Rs 3000-5000/-per

month, joint families 5000-7000/-per month and single families 7000-10,000/

-per month respectively.
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TABLE-3
COMPOSITION OF HOUSE HOLD INCOME OF SELECTED HOUSE HOLD:
Block Sources of income SCs STs Percentage
SARUK | Agriculture 61 40 2 ?';) 3;)[:;,
HETRI | Salaried Employment | 03 01 3% 1%
Labourer 21 32 21% | 32%
Fishing/Hunting 05 - 5% -
Daily-wager 10 27 10% | 27%
PAKABE| Agriculture 50 45 50% | 45%
TBARI | Salaried Employment | 02 02 2% 2%
~ Labourer 10 19 10% 19%
Fishing 07 - 7% -
Daily-wager 31 34 31% | 34%

he sal;: ::: t::ut::l:elz, it can be nf)ticed that the major sources of income of
individels e :[ Os are identified as agriculture. There are also more
daily wage ear(:fve n labOIfTFr, fishing (mainly in Scheduled castes), and
agrioulti cons?tﬁ are aﬂdltlonal sources of income. The income from
sampled househo:d tesdGl % .(SCS) 40% (STs) in the total income of all
that poverty | an §alar1ed persons are also negligible. It is also seen

ncreases with the scanty of income, with the highest poverty

TABLE-4
INCO :
INCoME LEVEL OF HOUSEHOLDS IN THE SAMPLED VILLAGES:
ME LEVEL| NO.OF :
-OFSC | NoO.OFsT
(';’eelro?yn;gg:)) HOUSEHOLD |HOUSEHOLD J?égm msc;f
3000-5000 = 28 34% |28%
6000-8000 01 66 62% | 66%
9000-10,000 Nil I?f 0.4% [0.6%
Above 10,000 Nil N:} ' - |-

-
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In combined two blocks the number of scheduled caste households
having income below 3000/- three thousand is 34 and scheduled tribe is 28.
The number of Scheduled castes households having income between 3000-
5000 is 62 and Scheduled tribe is 66. Again the number of SCs households
having income between 6000-8000 is 4 and STs is 6 and income having
9000-10,000. The SCs household is nil and STs household is nil. It is found
that most people are involved in doing low and fourth-grade jobs. Being
illiterates they are deprived of getting any opportunities from the Government.

.Both the two communities of households had reported that there is no

availability of agricultural land and so they like to involve themselves in
labour works and wage-employment.
OCCUPATIONAL LEVEL OF THE CASTES:

Occupation is pre-dominantly the main deciding factor for determining
the socio economic condition of family. The scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes under the present study could be grouped under three broad
occupational divisions like — a). The agriculturists who own and cultivate
the land, b) The craftsmen who follow certain trade or Business and c)the
labourer who work on daily wages. In the surveyed villages, the scheduled
castes communities are Namasudra, Bania, Dholi, Jalkeot, Jalo-Malo were
found more concentrated and in regard to scheduled tribes Bodo-kachari .
were found. The scheduled castes communities like Namasudra, Bania have
preferred to involve in agricultural works where as the remaining other castes
like to follow their traditional occupation but with adopting modern
techniques. The Bodo kacharis are also engaged in agriculture works. The
occupational structures among the various castes are indicated in table 5:-

TABLE-5
DIFFERENT CASTES AND THEIR OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURES:-

Castes No.of | Agriculturists Craft Labourer| Traditional
Households mea/ occupation
business
Namasudra 54 Agriculturists | Preferred - -
Bania 20 Agriculturists_| Goldsmith Labourers -
Dholi 9 - - Labourers
Jalkeot 11 - - Labourers
Jalo-Malo 6 - - Labourerg
Bodo 56 Agriculturists | Business | Labourery  NIL
Bodo-kachari 44 Agriculturists | Business NIL




44

If our attention turns to the occupation and its impact on the ratio of
per capita expenditure to the poverty lines, it leads to the conclusion that
agricultural labourers households are more likely to have a higher poverty
incidence ather than occupational groups. SCs households who are self-
employed in agriculture have a much higher incidence of poverty than STs
Households. The results also suggest that households that contain labourers,
whether involved in agricultural or non-agricultural work, are more likely to
be in poverty when compared with households where there are self-employed

TABLE-6 o
INCOME PATTERN OF THE FAMILY °
Scheduled castes| Scheduled Tribes
No. of Earners 81 78
No. of Earning dependent 151 147
No. of non earning dependent 192 183

From the information collected about the number of members belonging
" to the SCs and STs, it is seen that the number of earners among the SC

communities is 81 and ST communities is 78. Similarly, the numbers of
earning dependent and non-earning dependent in SC is 151,92 and ST is
147,229 respectively. It is worth mentioning that we are considering those
persons as earners who earn cash through some employment and there are
. Some women involved in household work, nourishing the animal and men

who are casual earners, but depending upon head earners are considered as
earring dependent. Again, non-earning dependent are below 7 years of age
and above 60 years of age. The table shows that non earning dependent is
more among the communities. It is noted that a very high dependence on
earners are an indication _of the general poverty of the region.
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TABLE 7 —Employment status of the households :
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE Sampled households is as follows—

Category Age of the Households Age of the Households
C of of ST
15-25 26-36 |36-50 |15-25 26-36 | 36-50

Agricultural |[ M |F |M |[F |M |F| M| F| M| FIM| F
Labour 5 |7 142 |08 |37 [12] 16] 08 30| 917
Salaried - |- 2 |- 13 - - -1 - -131 -
Services '
Part-time - }- 18- |13 |- - 8] 6| -17] -
workers
Fishing - |- 5 1- 17 - - -1 - -1 -] -
Anyother |9 |2 [15]6 |7 |2 - -l 271 11)23} -
Daily
(wages)

From the employment structure, it is found that the proportion of

dependent non-workers is higher 79.16% than the work:rs and thczl \zgg
participation rates have relatively higher for men !)y 8'4/0 (SC) an 63%
(ST) than women. It can be noticed that the participation of wome]n is slo
negligible, only men belonging from the age group 26-36 yezsags are arg:: z
involving in gainful employment. The age group of 36-b yeafsla s:n
indicating active involvement in dlfferenf emplc?ymen.t, ut ma:in y i
agriculture. Most of the households are assoclatec.! with ag.nculturt? and some
are involved in two or three other occupations like salaried services, v;?gﬁ
or part time labourer, and fishing. The extent of unemployment is very hig
in Pakabetbari block than Sarukhetri block.

ERN: ‘ . .
CONi‘gxl;::gnl:)g&T;pendiwe pattern of people. rt]amly dependst on
employment and income of the individual households. S'mfla.rly c(tmsgmg lonf
expenditure pattern at a point of time speaks abqut the llvn}]]g ls:i a(r; tar hs;1 3
the people. To analysis the pattern of consumption, house g'tu aoz; f de
been obtained from individual households regarding the expen ]d r‘?des z‘;“;
dresses, ornaments, education, health and Other.s‘ As .povel'tﬁ' :cll(en these
much is.’ to be spent on those basic needs, so the investigator has ta

variables.
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TABLE-8
SHOWING CONSUMPTION PATTERN OF THE COMMUNITIES:
Consumption Percentage
Medium Amount 60%
Low Amount 20%
High Amount 17.8%

The survey present that about 60% of the total sample data consume
medium amount, 20% household low amount and only 17.8% spend highest
amount on food . Those household’s per capita income in below <3000, spend
the lowest amount on dress, education & health. Both the SC and ST
Communities show that in so far as deprivation is concerned and they cannot
afford a high amount to the other items. Expenditure on education and other
development process is very little amount proved that prevalence of poverty
in the area. As observed from the field work, poor households who have
lower income and less spending on food also consume less expenditure on
other items. Again it indicates that higher spending on food is possible if
family’s income is higher.

HOUSING CONDITION:

Housing is one of the basic necessities of every human being, which
constitute the protecting base for any individual and his family. An attempt

is made to study the housing conditions of Schedule Castes and Scheduled
Tribes household and data pertaining to it are presented in table — 9.

TABLE 9

SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSE HOLD BY THE TYPE OF HOUSES:-

Block Housing No. of No. of
characteristics |Households SC Households ST
Sarukhetri Kuccha 82 89
Semi kaccha 08 04
Pucca/ RCC NIL NIL
Hut and others 10 07
Pakabet bari Kuccha 70 71
Semi kaccha 22 19
Pucca/ RCC NIL NIL
Hut/ others 08 10
100 100
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Graphical Representation of the Data pertain are presented below-

| SC
""""""""" = ST
10 9
o o [iiem
Kuccha Semi Kuccha Pucca/RCC Hut and others
Sarukhetri
_ i mSsC
- BST
. & 8 10
o o il
Semi Kuccha Pucca/RCC Hut and others

Pakabetbari
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As it is evident from the table 9, that as many as SCs and STs Households
of both the Block have kuccha house without having any modern amenities.
The percentage of having kuccha house is SCs 82% and STs 89%the
percentage of semi kuccha house in case of SCs households is 0.8% and STs
Households is 0.4%. There are also hut houses among the SCs and STs, while
the figure of R.C.C. house for the communities is nil.

TABLE 10: LAND POSSESSED BY SELECTED HOUSEHOLDS:
(Sample Households-200 (100-SC) and 100 -STs)

Category Sarukhetri Block Pakabetbari Block
SC| NO ST | No.of SC | Noof | ST [ Noof
pf familieq families families families
Total land
possessed
per : :
household ‘2 1 93% 1 91% A1) 98% |%-1Y,] 87%
Bighas :
Land in
leased |NIL| -- |NIL NL| - |[NEL| -
Land
leased out] NIL - NIL NIL - NIL -
Basti land} ‘% 93% Ya 91% el | 98% | Y%-1 | 87%
Bighas Bighas Bighas
Agricul
tural Bl 15% Y 9 i % K i
land  [Bighas Bighas e 113?525 2 FlBlghaT 3%
Others - - -
The data presented in table 10 shows that the villagers of both SCs an

STs. Households of the two blocks are earning their livelihood through
agncultur.al activities throughout the year. The household of SCs and STs
Communities, (both of them) possesses only %- 1'bighas of total land. The
SC households of communities possess !4-1!/ (15%) bighas of icuitural
land while ST household communities have 1 (2%) bighas of such a'ig‘rhe results
imply that the household who possess a smaller amount of lar;d are more
likely to be in poverty. The households of both the communities have %2
Bighas of Bastiland each and their percentage is 93% (SC) and 91% (ST) in
Sarukhetri Block and in Pakabetbari. It is slight better as com;ared to

Sarukhetri as it is seen that in the block 98% (SC) and 87% (S bl
T
possessed % to 1 bigha as bastiland each. 6 (ST) families have
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Thus, from the above analysis the second hypothesis that is ‘There is
a significant relationship between proverty and socio-economic conditiofi
of SCs and STs” is confined.

FAMILY SIZE:

The number of member in the family is probably the first pre-requisite
in the determination of economic status of a family. From the information
collected about the number of members belonging to Scheduled Castes and

‘Scheduled tribes, it was found that 200 in STs families had 484 male and

181 female members and in SCs families 401 (M) and 195 (F) members.
Among the Scheduled Castes, even the minor boys and a girl become an
earning member of the family. In the family normally a boy or girl above 10
years of age is a working member of the family and contributed towards the
total income of the family.

" TABLE 11-SHOWING TOTAL FAMILY MEMBERS OF THE

SELECTED HOUSEHOLDS ALONG WITH THEIR WORK
PARTICIPATION.

No. of Family Both off the work participation of the households
selected blocks
Scheduled castes Scheduled tribes SC ST
Male Female | Male | Female |Male | Female| Male Femalg
84 181 401 195 51 08 41 11
70 194 397 139 37 11 39 10

From the above table, it is seen that 88% members of SC and (Male) 80%
ST families were working members. This figures appear that the cause of
poverty of both the communities is not because of availability of earning
members but because of proper utilization of manpower available in the

family

ELECTRICITY OF THE SELECTED VILLAGES:

Though during the decade 1991-2001, the access to availability of
electricity among the households of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes
increased by 16.2% and 13.7% respectively, still both the SCs and STs
Households were deprived in comparison to households of general people’s.
On the other hand, while determining socio-economic status of SCs and STs
families, sources of light used by them was considered as an indicator of

socio-economic status.



e .

Fig. 10. A view of nueclear famj

atel i

ly of ST,

] 7t
gl S s e Lo

“Fig. 11. A schedule caste woman with her

poor housing condition

Fig. 12. A view of Kaccha latrin




52

Acco.rc-iing to the data on electricity based on houses and households
22::21;21;5 t;iata,'2.4 %(.SC), 24% (ST) of the household in the area have
ik e;lcmcny. It is noted that 76% of the villages of the area have no
SR batgi.( ozt of them use earthen lamp, kerosene and it is again indicative
i gzrarr;ss;q ol: ltlhe study areas. This is also a factor in the appraisal of
B e . Although, elegnmty ls'extended to the villages, but only

ew households are taking electric connection in their households.

TABLE 12-SHOWING T
] HE ELECTRICITY FACILITIES OF THE

S.N i
Category No ofwll_ager in No. of villagers in
Sarukhetri (Pakabetbari)
SCllNsT sC
] Electrified 11 14 13 5
2 Electrified 39 36 37 tllo
0
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N Q | .
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DRINKING WATER FACILITY OF THE VILLAGES:-

The comparison of 1991 and 2001 census data with regard to percentage
of households having improved drinking water facility is SCs (63.6% and
81.1%) and STs (43.2% and 61.7%) indicates variation as the present study
reveals that the facilities of drinking facility in both the areas is so deplorable.
It was found that out of 100 SC families only 20% in Sarukhetri and 46% in
Pakabetbari used their own source of drinking water. These families
household their own well and tube well. The rest of the other families were
using community hand pump, ponds and rivers. Similarly, out of 100 ST
families, 34% in Sarukhetri and in Pakabetbari have used their own drinking
water facilities and data pertaining in table 13 also shows that 66% most of
the people have been fetching water from the pond, pipe water and nearby

rivers.

4

TABLE 13: VARIOUS SOURCES OF DRINKING WATER
FACILITIES OF THE SELECTED HOUSEHOLDS:

Sources Sarukhetri Pakabetbari
No. of Households 100 No. of Households100
SC ST SC ST
Well / Tubes| 10(20%) 17 (34%) 23 (46%) | 17 (34%)
well
Pond 11 (22%) 12 (24%) 10 (20%) | 11 (22%)
Pipe water 17 (34%) | 11 (22%) 20 (40%) | 22 (44%)
Rivers 12 (24%) 10 (20%) 07 (14%) | 10 (20%)
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FACILITIES OF SANITATION:

TABLE 14: SHOWING HOUSEHOLDS HAVING VARIOUS

SANITATION
Sanitation Sarukhetri Pakabetbari
facilities No. of Households No. of Households
SC ST SC ST
Open field 11 2]l 23 17
Kuccha 89 79 7 83
Sanitary NIL NIL NIL NIL
Any other NIL | NIL NIL NIL
2
1094 80 |
o1 7
80 {
70 - |
60 ¥
50 3 ® SarukhetriSC '
r 401 @ sarukhetrisT |
30 - 21 fiprie s
208H !
107} ‘ 00 0o 1
e a1 A el M o
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205 VR sé d R |
&0 Wi |
70 ‘;
60 % |
2l # Pakabetbari SC
Ay ‘ & Pakabetbari ST
30 ; 23
204 2
A2 ] 00 0.0
fh=e sl MR S S b ST T
Open field Ruccha Saniary Any other
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Fig. 16. Bad housing condition ofa STs families
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The sanitation status of the sample households is generally
unsatisfactory due to unhygienic house structure, unsafe drinking water
sources and improper way of disposal of waste. This has resulted in a lower
health status for the people of the surveyed households.

I'he table 14 shows that, as regards sanitation majority of SCs and STs
Households have found to be using kuccha latrine. The rest of other
heuseholds are in favor of using open field. The communities of both the
blocks are deprived of using modern latrine facilities.

EDUCATION STATUS OF THE FAMILY

The quality of human resource is judged from the level of literacy and
skilled training attained by the people in the area. There is a direct relationship
between illiteracy and poverty in the study area.

TABLE 15: DISTRIBUTION OF HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLDS BY
LITERACY LEVEL:

Block Group Literacy Level Total
Sarukhetri SC | Primary | Middle | Highed Illiterate

10% 3% NIL 87% | 100
Pakabetbari ST 8% 1% NIL | 91% | 100

The information collected in this regard indicated that 87 % respondents
were from SCs communities and 91 % respondents in STs communities are
illiterate. It also indicated that about 10% members of SC and 8% member
of ST families had read up to primary level 3% and 1% up to middle and
there is no single individual having higher education. As such there is low
level of participation in the development activities. It also supports to the
hypothesis that there is a significant relationship between poverty and
educational status of SC and ST communities. Thus, the overall picture

regarding literacy indicates that the literacy rate is comparatively low in
both the communities,
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TABLE 16 -EDUCATIONALLEVEL OF STUDENTS:

Standard Scheduled castes Scheduled tribes
Boys Girls Boys Girls
L.P. School 54 27 43 23
M E School 26 21 30 19
H S School NIL NIL NIL NIL
College NIL NIL NIL . NIL

Regarding the educational of students, the table-16 shows that the
number of school going children of SC communities is 54 (Boys) and 27
(Girls) in L.P. School, whereas 43 (Boys) and (Girls) are from ST
communities in both the two blocks. In ME schools, also the number of SC
Boys is 26 and girls is 21 and in ST communities, the number of boys is 30

and girls is 19 respectively. It is interesting to note that there are no any
students enrolled in H.S. school and college level.

TABLE 17- SHOWING DROP-OUT OF STUDENTS AT THE
VARIOUS LEVEL OF EDUCATION IN THE YEAR 2008:

Standard Scheduled Castes Scheduled tribes
: Boys Girls Boys Girls
I - 2 - 1
I 5 7 4 3
111 3 6 2 7
Iv 17 21 10 11

Drop-out of students from the schools is a very common problem in
rural areas more particularly in SC and ST villages. The main causes of it
are due to lack of awareness towards education, lack of educational facilities,
and lack of minimum facilities at home i.e. poor economic condition etc.
The figures of dropout shown in table 17 indicate that the highest droppers

are from Scheduled caste girls and boys than Scheduled tribes girls at the
standard [V.
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E‘;?JE&}SI-ONAL FACILITIES OF THE BLOCKS:
SN Type of school Sarukhetri | Pakabetbari
A Pre-primary school NIL NIL
B Primary school 11 16
C Middle school 02 04
D Aganwadi 18 25
E College - 01
F Any others NIL NIL

It can be noticed from the table 18 that in Sarukhetri plock, there are
only 11 primary schools, 02 middle schools, 18 anganwadldTentrr}:]s axl1d 712
i 16 pri hools, 04 middle school, 2
Pakabetbari block there arel6 primary sc 3 ‘
aganwadi centers and one college (under develoged). It may be mentioned
that there is no any pre-primary centre or school in the area.

m Sarukhetr

VT m Pakabetbari |
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OTHER RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN THE BLOCK:
TABLE 19;

S.N. Type of centre Sarukhetri Pakabetbari
A " Comminity centre | NIL NIL

B Namghar 12 18

C Village library NIL NIL

D Youth club 03 08

E N.G.O NIL NIL

It is evident from the table 19 that there is no any community centre’s,
village library, NGO’s in both the areas. In Sarukhetri block, there are 12
Namghars, 03 youth chubs and in Pakabetbari block, there are 18 Namghars
and 08 youth clubs respectively.

TABLE 20- SHOWING DIFFERENT FACILITIES RECEIVED BY
THE FAMILIES:

\

Category Sarukhetri Pakabetbari

SC ST SC | ST

Irrigation facility | NIL NIL NIL | NIL
| Engagement of_Ag_riculture labour ” » » »
Having share cropping ” » O I
Receiving agricultural Loan/Help ? » » o o»
Making of other products » » N

The data presented in the table 20 reveals that in the study area not a
single household is enjoying the benefits of irrigation schemes and any other
facilities. As they are so poor, that they do not employ any agricultural labour
and do not want to practice share cropping. They have been deprived of
getting agricultural loans and are not able to sell their product in the market.
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TABLE 21: SHOWING CIVIC FACILITIES OF THE SELECTED
AREAS:- )

Type of clinic anelities Sarukhetri Pakabetbari
Post office 02 01
Telegraph office NIL NIL
Primary health centre NIL NIL
Veterinary dispensary 01 ' 02
Private doctor NIL NIL

The data related to civic facilities shown in the table 21 indicate
that two villages of Sarukhetri are having post office facilities and only one
village of PaKabetbari is availing the facilities. In addition to the telephone
and telegraph offices, there is no other any villages to enjoy the benefits of
such communications. The availability of private doctor is also nil, but there
is only one veterinary dispensary in Sarukhetri and 2 in Pakabetbari which
is deplorable in condition. From the above two tables, Wwe can say {hat the
services provided by the Government and other organization in the upliftment
of the communities are not sufficient.

TABLE 22: SHOWING TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLD
AVAILED DIFFERENT FACILITIES AND THEIR OPINIONS:-

Scheduled Tribes Scheduled Castes
Availability of medical service. 42% 37%
Administration of vaccination. : 22% 16%
Necessary to have saving accounts. 17% 15%
Necessary to save money. 61% 68%
Others programmes for school drop-out. NIL NIL
Feeling of untouchability. 63% -
Restriction for entering any religious/
public place. 10% -
Have any inferiority complex when you
visit the other villages’ house. 12% -
Necessary to removal untouchability. 2% 78%
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Graphical Representations of table 22 with the help of bar diagram

The data pertaining on table 22 shows that 42% of scheduled caste
households and 37% of scheduled tribe’s households had reported that they
received very negligible medical facilities in the town area only.

22% (SC) and 16% (ST) households had administered vaccination of
their children in town area. 61% (SC) and 68% (ST) and had opined that

saving money is necessary for the forth coming days although most of them
do not possess any saving account.

It is also reported that there is no any programmes for the children
who leave the school. During the investigation, it is come to our notice that
feeling of untouchability is there among the SC households only, but their
restriction to .visit religious places and other villager’s house is not very
strict. As social changes take place due to advancement of science and
technology, perhaps for this as many 72% SC households and 78% ST
households were opined to remove the untouchability from the society.
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LIVE STOCK POSITION:

Regarding livestock of the selected households it is seen that most of
the villages are not possessing even one pair of bullocks. There are very few
households possessing more than 2 cows. Poultry is found among the SC
and ST households, but their number is also negligible. Goats and ducks are
also found in very limited number of households of both the areas. Among
the tribal families, number of households having less than 2 pigs is 08 in
Pakabetbari and 09 in Sarukhetri. But they use it for their occasional

household’s consumption.
TABLE23: SHOWING LIVE STOCK POSITION OF THE SURVEYED
HOUSEHOLDS:

No. of Livestock | Bullock Cow | Duck | Pig |etc
" ST | Less than 2 NIL
% 24 3 o 08 | NIL
E % =
2 | SC | Less than 2 05 13 09 NIL |11
g 2-4 - 06 10 NIL |-
4-6 - - - -
ST | Less than 2 Nil 17 07 09 |-
E 2-4 NIL | 06 04 06 |NIL
g 4-6 - - - - -
% SC | Less than 2 21 10 - -
g 2-4 08 -
4-6 - - -

TABLE 24: SHOWING OPINION OF MEMBERS TOWARDS EDUCATION:-

Categories SC households | ST households
School too far away 12% 21%
Transport is not available 48% 61%
Education is not considered necessary 65% 58%
Required for households work 72% 67%
Required for care of siblings 47% 51%
Not interested in studies 40% 43%
No proper facilities for girls students 68% 62%
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The data presented in table 24 revealed that both Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes communities are not shown deep interested in sending
their children to the schools due to the above —mentioned reasons. Majority
of SC people i.e. 72% and 67% of ST people are like to stay their children at
home for involving household activities. Similarly, 40% SC people and 43% 50
ST people are also not interested in studies as they feel that money is the *% [Zee §
great hurdle to them. There are also no proper facilities for education of i

girls’ students. The results of the table 24 also presented in a graphically as o "I mcookingdevice Wood

below-

— @ Sarukhetri SC

1 % Sarukhetri ST

=31

| = 16 i—_
| b
! 00 1 g :
1 2 3 4 5 5
| B 5C households
: B ST households Sarukhetri
i
- 60 -
| 50
| | I
| 40 .‘_.._ 7 |
E |
30 25 @ Cooking Devices SC “
| B 1821 19 0 731 }
The result of the table24 also presented ina graphica”y as below L i PR in 11 ® Pakabetbari ST ‘
TABLE25: COOKING DEVICE USED BY THE SELECTED HOUSEHOLDS o S i ' R B '
S.N | Cooking device Sarukhetri Pakabetbari 0 I °° e BN O N° BN :
| Wood SC ST SC ST 1 2 3 4 5 & .
30 (60%) | 19 (38%)| 25 (50%)| 18 (36°
2 Coal X i %) (36%) Pakabetbari
- 3 ing f investigation, t
3 K The respondents were asked, during the course o tig , to
eroseine 12 (24%) | 16 (32%)| 18 (36%)| 21 (42%) indicate the cooking device used in their families. From the replies received
2 Crop-residues | 08 (16%) | 15 30%)| 07 (14%) | 11(22%) in this regard, it was found that 55(SC) and 37% ST families still used wood.
3 Any other - A i N | Use of other cooking devices such as kerosene, crop-residues was reporteq
Total ' 50 50 50 = by 30% (SC) and 37 (ST), and 23% (SC) and 18% (ST) respectively.
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TABLE 26 - MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE VILLAGES:

Facilities Sarukhetri Pakabetbari
Hospital Nil Nil
PHC 1 1
Sub-Centres 02 07
Clinical Laboratory Nil Nil
Doctors 01 02
ANM ) 04 . 06
Private Nursing Home Nil Nil

Itappears that from the table that there are no proper medical facilities
in the villages. But it is significant to note that the facilities existed in the
Pakabetbari is better than Sarukhetri. g

Thus, we may say that the factors related to households such as lack of
proper housing condition, electrication, drinking water, indifference attitude
of Governmental policies and programmes etc have greatly contributed high
poverty among the villages. In view of the above observations, it is clear

that the steps taken by Government for the removal of poverty are deplorable
and apathetic. '

CHAPTER -5
MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

Poverty is not merely due to the absence of modern tec.hnology l?ut it
is primarily due to lack of productivity or the lack of the will and skill to
utilize to the best of the available and potential material and human resources.
Poverty is a complex and multi faceted problems and deserves proper
understanding. It requires to be examined from different angles and unfxsual
perspective. The state of Assam stands out as the state most adversely stricken

by poverty, followed by Tripura.

Studies throughout the world economy reveal that the higher population
growth, higher also is the level of poverty. High lt?vel of poverty and
population growth creates unemployment problems. Existence of such fac.tor
also slackens the pace of economic development and lengthens the period
for the benefits of developmental polices. .

The following are some of the major findings of the ftudy:

1. The analysis of data indicated that the sampled vnllag.es are not well
connected with the transport. Both the SC and ST villagers do not
have easy access to the communication system. There are only bus
services from the town areas like Barpeta town, Sarthebari town to the
villages. The villagers are still depending on foot tract to vnglt other
places out of their villages. It was also found that.les‘s than 73 /o.of the
village roads are kuccha fair weather roads. Majority .Of t.he villages
are located at a considerable distance from the.ne:arest D|§tnct or Block
Offices. Some of the villages are still located in inaccessible areas. §o,
the area does not seem to have a good net work of roads connecting
important urban areas. Most of the interior villages have no roads or

i i side world. ‘

2. ']Il‘[lllléss‘:::il;’t:]esgu:eveals that the housir'lg f:onditlons of the sele.cte.d
households are kuccha. A very poor family is compelled to cook .wlthm
the living room, while the better offhad a verandas ora separatl:, kntc;lhef,,
The housing conditions of the households are gene'rally'of uccha in
mud construction, Cement plaster house were noticed in rare ca:ef,
Due to their poor income pattern, they are not able to improve their

condition of the house.
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The land holding pattern of households shows that landlessness ?s a
big problem faced by the peoples. Most of them do not have sufﬁcgent
lands. Though their occupation agriculture, due to lack of sufficient
land they cannot produce agricultural commodities to meet their day
to day requirement. Though Govt. has provided different schemes of
loans for SC, ST and other disadvantaged group of people, yet they
are not in a position to arrange sufficient security money for obtaining
such loans.

Due to absence of marketing and smooth transport facilities major
part of the local products finds their way to the bazaars of local area
and elsewhere, within and outside the state through middlemen who
buy them cheap from the local growers and sell them dear making big
profit margin. This is one of the reasons for backwardness of this
isolated area. It was reported by the people that there is no planned

* collection of marketing facilities provided by the Government.

Another significant finding of the study is that majority of the families
of the villages are poor, illiterate, and ignorant. Through agriculture is
underdeveloped, more than 70% of the workers are engaged in this
activity which is the primary occupation of the people. Though selected
households are cultivators, they are also involved with other
occupations like labour workers, part time wage workers, fishing (SC
communities) etc. The number of person taking services as other
occupation is limited.

We have noticed that higher dependency on others increases poverty.
As the number of dependent children increases in the family, the per
capita food expenditure becomes lower. However, as there is rise in
their income, expenditure of these consumption items also increases.
The analysis of data reveals that dependency ratio of both the selected
communities is relatively higher. The participation of women in

different working fields is also lower than men. Thus proportion of
non workers is higher than workers,

The income pattern of the SC and ST h
agriculture is the primary occupation of
they are able to receive only Rs 3000-50
from the sources of salaried services

annum. Another important finding is th

laborer is relatively very low and recorded at Rs. 3000/- per annum.
Thus, there is a positive and signifi

. . cant relationship between and size
of the family, quality of food, income’from land and magnitude of
poverty.

ouseholds reveals that, though
all selected sample households,
00/ Per annum. Income received
are recorded at Rs. 8000/- per
at the income received from the

10.

11.

12.

13.
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The socio-economic life of the Scheduled Tribes and Sch?duled Castes
of the selected households indicates that they are much influenced by
agricultural sector. The study shows that SC and ST households pos:?e:s
less agricultural lands, although it is prime asset of them. | e
agricultural products are paddy, potatoes, mlfstard, jute, vegetables.
These products are for household’s consumption al’;f:] those ;vh:r:z:;et
i h income. Those who
lus sell it to the other people for cas '
;l:\./l?ng land to cultivate are engaged as wage labour, pgrt-tnme workers
e"lt‘(]:{e poorer class becomes the worse sufferer as they lelc::htc; p}ovt:(l;r
i d work availability. Availability o ,
of both crop failure and reduce : ndaiei
ithi i influencing factor of poverty. Since p .
within the village emerged as in of pt i oop
i dertake job in the urban setting,
t capable or have capacity to un he
?I::i::congmic dependence is largely on the local conditions. T]hereforre,
the incidence of poverty is heavily inﬂuenced by local peop
ly in agricultural operations.
eTl:pl:Ztrtlz;t:)?LgoZZumptgion expenditure of the selected Pous;h;:i;
) i ortion portion o
st of them spend a higher prop po i
{‘eVealS thatf(;gg items than any other items. A few families sht;;\wktiheuf
mccf)'me 025 in using other items. But the relati\fely poor hou;e olds noo
ls)fé erfingT eople spend more on foods. As in the area, t er;aexs no
hi }':m 'ncopme group, so they have not mcurreq more mguc;'ﬁon
(lig elt.’cl)n health etc. Thus, it is clear that expenditure onh?ch tion
:n:c:tll\er’developmént process is a very (little) amount which p
the prevalence of extreme poverty in the area.

i ted to know
During the course of study, the respondents were interroga

- their
whether they knew about the special programmes initiated for thei

%

in thi d shows that more than 87%

tion collected in this regar d Tribes

zi‘rtll‘ft;:lr'ljz;?‘z“sehoms of Scheduled Cas's ?::esvcvtfg:leeschemes

ities of the villages are not aware abou O ey are neither

commu?c;tlg by the Government and other agencies. 1hey

as provide .

aware nor benefitied ﬁo?:l:lcti?fgg eI'1save reported that they do not
jori ople of the i triction in

Majonty‘ 0: ?igri[:}e' cl:)mplex and nor they exper'lencs an)’;ise slinferior

feje,lt'f‘ng tl:eereligious places. A few of them think thems

visitin

to general caste people. .

It is also found that the educational X
also not encouraging due to depri
condition. The scheduled castgs.an
aware to attend school and remaine

nal levels of the householq families are
vation and poor socio-economic
d scheduled tribes people are not
d backward educationally. A large
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number of SC and ST children discontinue their studies pre maturely
before completing the level for which they were enrolled.

There is no industry in the villages capable of absorbing the vast labour
force. : ’

The irrigation system provided by the Government plans also
discouraging and negligible in almost all villages. No longer have they
received any care by village or Panchayat or the Governments.
Electric connections are also found in limited households. The survey
shows that 24% SC and 24%.ST households have electric connection
in their premises. Low level of electrifications once again indicative
of the backwardness of the area. Since their income pattern is not high,
therefore they have to use Kerosene for lighting their homes.

The present existing medical facilities in the area is also indicative of
its backwardness. Though health consciousness is growing among the
people belonging to SC and ST and majority of the people are showing
preference to use traditional medicine. Dye to shortage of modern
medical facilities they are bound to use this type of medicine frequently-
T:: l?“’bf‘e:l of drinking water facility is also faced by the SC and ST
people of the selected households, A few people use tube well water:

But most f’f t.he families use water of pond, river etc. Thus, prOViSiorl
of safe drinking water cannot be saj

The study shows that a lar, ous
€ part of the ar i seriou
floods from time t arge p the area has expenenced

- 0 time in the
particularly in th

arly € year 2007,
devastation in the area. In the ye

nteritis, cholera etc.

€conomic condition, most of the P ar.ents
¢ educational facilities like bookss light
ch prevailing condition, the children ¢
Motivation to attend school regularly:

Was also seen that d
are notable to provi
Writing materig) ete
not find any inspir.

ue to poor
de the bas;
- Under gy
ation and
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SUGGESTION AND CONCLUSION:

The concept of poverty is not restricted to. e.c.onomic’inequality, l'_tut
subsumes an inequality of opportunities, capabilities, chonc.es a,r’lq social
basics. Amartya Sen wrote a book entitled “Poverty and. Famines” in 1981f
in which he illustrates that poverty does not mean low income but lack o
income. In this connection it is need of the .hour to know the root .cz'msT‘ I(()f
lack of income of poor people who are d.epnved qf many opportltmltn:es tn te
health, education and employment, which contnbut? to. a g;eathex ein ioz
eradicate poverty. Poverty is of course a matter of dep.rlvat:on. tn f e 0\2 nior
of Amartya Sen, “Starvation clearly is th.e most tellmg.aap;f: h.0t I:;S t:yc;
According to Mahatma Gandhi, Poverty 1s .the'great evil w lct e g
further to demoralizing activities like prostitution, gambling etc.

According to A.N. Caim Cross, “Underdeveloped °°“l':t:l'ees arl:otzz
slums of the world economy.” The extent of poverty is so tml;f:it i : tge o
in the underdeveloped countries that the): cannot get ?‘lih‘os roblem, they
period. Until the underdeveloped countries are out of thi :J oot i; wty
cannot move forward on the path of economic develqpn‘;en ] ace emphasis
Policy makers and economists in the third world mcrea;lrsIl]t;g vz'ol: b bt for
on direct programmes for the removal of pover]tqy-t. -l and international
social Development, 1995 gave a new Impetus tod o reduce the proportion
actions for poverty eradication. Th:gla:;ezagrsf Atg(;irn, the United Nations
Oé%eog lel“w:llgl ?92233? :;nfhl;ole decade for the faradicaticzln tl(:f POI‘]’::);
gnd ())cteocb::el 7 as 1997 Human Developmem. Report mn:::;?es o: f:?\oicss

f human poverty which focuses on the denial of OPP(;th eraative life o
;ost basicpto human development-to {ead a long, heaan d)::espet:t of others.
decent standard of living, freedom, dignity, self-esteem

. . dy indicate that even though Government
ad Il;’?‘ ma-'to rcggr‘:;g;osiﬁ?f:t:ezt ofthe Schedu!efi Casf:; :;: f:;e:fl_l:;g
l'll‘lrib:s ::o:;:u;ities yet they are still not ina P°Sm°'i‘ti‘;: orovide by the
society. This is me;inly due to cause that opportutn reaching the hands of
Govetr)r:ment for the communities (SC and ST):‘fi‘: nc(:mditions v still in a
the actual beneficiaries for which thc? cfcono e oin nogligence, apathetic
shattered state and is also a big cause ofilliteracy. Ag eli 2s the NGOs fowards
and half hearted attitude of both the Government as W
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the implementation of the development programmes meant for SC and ST
communities are also some one of the main constraints of their backwardness.
Considering this fact, it is desirable to suggest certain measures for the
flpliﬁment of the SC and ST communities. On the basis of the studies, the
investigator would like to put forward the following suggestions with a hope

that these might be able to solve the problems of the ST and SC communities
10 a certain extent.

1.

“w

It was found that the composition of the poor shows that the self —

. employed in agriculture constitute the bulk of the poor, followed by

the self-employed in non-agricultural occupations, labourers in rural
arcas and self-employed. So, the local self government needs to be
empowered to address the issues of poverty eradication.

Voluntary organization will need to be promoted and assisted to playa
partpership role in the designing and implementation of programmes
Assistance should be given to promote self-employment and other'
ventures subject to such income/or economic criter ,
prescribed from time to time.

All developmental policies should focus attentio

of the people and this polices should be geared
poor directly.

ia as may be

n to the development
» SO as to benefit the

For economic empowerment like improving the ownership of capital

assets, enhancing the business capabilities and skills of SCs and STs

members, distributing surplus land

! to landless ho e
employment generation schemes and offer progra:lsehoms’ providite
release and rehabilitation of bonded labourers mes to support the

Educati '
ucz}uona! deyelopment programs should be initiated by including

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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poverty eradication. State aided self-organizations could be the right
way for not only building a survival strategy but also for preserving
human dignity.
It is also found that 15-35 years of age, the problem of youth
unemployment is perhaps the most serious and disturbing of the social
and economic problems of the area. Therefore productivity in the
handloom and handicraft should be promoted and adequate
opportunities should be provided to the youth.
The members of poor and landless Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes people depend on their own market system. So, the state should
adopt such policy that raises their purchasing power and diversification
of the economy should be adopted which would not only increase
production but would ensure better distribution by raising employment
generation.
The present study establishes that certain geographic factors, directly
or indirectly have impact on poverty of the people. It is noticed that
the size of landholding and percentage of marginal farmers are
important variables of poverty. The geographical condition like lack
of communication, water availability, soil quality, lack of amenities
etc. explain the poverty in a better and convincing way.
For development of education of SCs and STs, steps will b<.e taken to .
ensure that the problems such as high dropout, stagnation, non-
enrolment of girls’ students etc. are effectively tackled.
Facilities like schools, hostels and institutional structures for health
care, nutrition, drinking water supply, road linkages & housing will be
made available in such a way that these promote integration of
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes with the rest of the S(?ciet).'.
Attention should be paid not merely on distribution of maten'fils like
food, commodities, assets, Joans etc., but more onreplacing ]f)st income
of the poor through public works projects. The state shon.JId give priority
on education, employment and health of the poor which seems to be
the root cause of the problem of poverty and l.mderdevelopmem.
Free supply of books, stationery, uniform'mld-d.ay meals should be
expanded. An appropriate package of services will be wor.k'ed out to
promote literacy and raise the level of education of communitics where
the current level is very low. Special attention will be paid to the
retention of the girls’ child in school.

Special attention should be given to remove various kinds of disparities

caste, gender and regional and achieve universal elementary education.
b
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17. i .
:fOVéfll? .better education and health facilities to strengthen the
apabllities of the poor and vulnerable groups to earn income.

Latest i i
studies on poverty considers education to be a contributory factor

towards increasing one’ i i
g one's earning capacity and hence in determining the .

uality of li ; .
gaci]ig;s oftge‘; Inv estment in educational infrastructure determines the
of private inve:tatlon available, but investment’s cannot be left in the hands
more of 2 souia ?:tshas return to educational investment is long-learn and
! rather than economic nature. Consequently, investment in

education is an import
: ant factor which i i
and it has tremendous potentiali e s el

Poverty is a malady wh;
com’ y which could be eradicated only if there existed univer sal

hl?mblems must be analyzed in a holistic W&y
‘ 18 Shaf.e in the process of initiation of their
.c OlleCt'VelY- Again, the economic betterment
hieved without socjal transformation involving

catio .
vati nal de"e|°Pment, increased awareness, a0
ion and attitudes,

and ?vewbody must realize
eradication. It myst pe fough
of the rural poor cannot be 5

structured changes, edy 0
change in outlook, mot;

Our Five Year p|
ans have |aj . :
to remove poverty, empl laid emphasis o the development of agriculture

. (4) ..
provided to people by the g’s:]t'l ebn]t OPPportunities and facilities should also b¢
But the programme 0 ablishment of smalj scale and heavy industries-

successfullysolved bythe‘(’;verty alleviation is not so simple as t0 be

economi ntia h .
nomically productiye, I progress in making their lives mor®

Tl.ufs any attempt ip tacklin
critical issues ang evolvin ;
appropriate Strategy :

oV . .
a?:tioirty Necessitates basic understatingof °
Plan with sustainabje options based "
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APPENDIX

CASTE- .
(A) Any of the hereditary, endogamous social classes or subclasses of

traditional Hindu society, stratified according to Hindu ritual purity,
especially the Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaisya, and Sudra castes.

(B) A domestic unit consisting of the members of a family who live
together along with nonrelatives such as servants.

HOUSE-HOLD- The basic residential unit in which economic
production, consumption, inheritance, child rearing, and shelter are organized

and carried out.

FAMILY- A family (from Latin: familia) is a group of people affiliated
by consanguinity, affinity, or co-residence. In most societies it is the principal

institution for the socialization.

NAMASUDRA- Namasudra (also Namassej or Namassut) is the name
of a Hindu community originally from certain regions of Bengal, India. They

were traditionally engaged in cultivation and as boatmen.

eric term derived from the Sanskrit word
ader. The Bania (otherwise known
is an occupational community
rs in grains or in spices, and in

BANIA-The word Bania is a gen
vanij meaning merchant or tr
as Baniya, Vani and Vania)
of merchants, bankers, money-lenders, deale
modern times numerous cominercial enterprises.

BODO-KACHARIaThe Bodo-Kachari Tribe is a branch of the great bodo
group of the indo-mongloid family which is commonly known as the Bodo-

Kacharis. They are popularly known as Sonowal kachari and Thengal kachari

in upper Assam while western part of the state they are familiar as the Bodo-

Kachari. L. ) .
SOCIO-ECONOMIC- A person’s position in any given group, society or

culture.

DROP-QOUT- One who quits schf)ol.
-One who has withdrawn from a given soc

PR 4

ial group or environment.
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