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In the meetinc of the Directors of Tribnl Research

Institutes held in New Delhi on 25th and 26th March, l_u2;unﬂcr
the auspices of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government -f
India, the question of disnlecement of tribals due to installa-
tion of major Inﬂustrial and Irrigational Project had come uo
for discussion. The Home Ministry officials, the Directors of
Tribal Pesearch Institutes as well as other marticinants vicwed
with great concern the Aimensions of the problems created by
such displacement. It was nointed out that in the neme of netio-
nel interest, the interest of the tribal veovle were sacrificed
since the affected tribal families Ao not get the benefit €r-m
such projects in terms of emnloyment and rehabilitation.lnsteaﬁ,
they heve been driven out from their hearth and home making
them nomadic sometimes.

It was, therefore, decided that each Tribal Research
Institute should undertake the study of such disvlzcement on
top nriority basis and a Committee at the national level was
formed to co-ordinste the study rencrts from various staotes.

In rersuance of f£his decision, the vresent study nsmely,
the disnlacement of tribals due to installation of Dhansir: Trri-
gation Project in the oresent Darrang district has been takinun.
The fi=1d study was conducted during the lster vsrtiof 1987 - na
some data were collected during the first mart of 19841als0.
This study highlights: (1) the extent of displacement of +ri'z]s
due to installation of this oroject,(2) rehabilitation scheme,
1f any, (3) cash comrensation paid, (4) estent of mending cases,
(5) the nroblems faced by the displaced familics and (5)last s
attitude of the meonle towards the Droject. Our concluding obaer

vations and suggestions are incorporated in the last vart of the
report.

The nresent £ield study was conducfed by Shri UK .fzrhzs
Senior Investigator,under my guidance, Srri M.C.Saikia, Denruty
Director, helned me in all 0YOSsible ways in vrenaring the fi- al
revort., This Institute oronoses to take un the study of th. law-
olacement of tribals due t© installation of Jagi Road Parer Mii1.

b

in the Nowgong District, next.

P,nOQOrﬁ0101,
Dated r‘a'uhatl nlr\_.cf':or,
the 30th chob v, 1984 Tribal Rescarchk Institn-
—Thes iR Cauvhati=2
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The river Dhansiri is +he biggest river of the
subdivision - its source of origin being at the foothills of
Arunachal Pradesh. On its way to the downhills, it meets -with
the river Jampani which has come down from the Bhutan Hills,
The locality where the two rivers have criss-crossed each oﬁher
is known as Bhairabkunda. The headwork of Dhansiri Irrigation
(Major) Project is under construction at the conjoint of Dhensiri
and Jamnsni where the borders of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh ang
Bhutan have met.

The Irrigation project has becn desicned with six
big canals. These are ¢~ (i) Main canal, (ii)Canaj] Bl.M, (iii)
Canal S1.B1.M., (iv) BesRIRMI v Wa S S Cl, and (vi)canal Sl
The first four main canals e GUTIS 1wy ey Km.,3'28 Xm., ang
4'29 Km.in length resnect vary, while their breadth runs aboyut
to 33 meters (1N0' amorox) in each case. Over and akhove these,
there are several other net-work of small canals which have
Stread over to many villaces within a reading of about 20 km.
The total arcs notential of the Project is about 41200 hectres,
As has already becn menéinncd thouch it was started 4n 199s with
the scheduled data of completion in 1980, 4th of its he adworlk
is yet to pe cannleted at the time of invustigatidn. Of course,
il jiornnart 'of the mainfcanails  ang Sub-canals have already reen
completed,

SOCIO-t CCNOMTC BACKGR OUND OF THg

r

202 2UD ITS POPULATION CONTLNT.

Since this Project is gﬁoqraﬁhically located at Udzlruri
Subdieision our area of investigation is also confined withinp 23
tribal villages in and around Udalguri town and Rowta Charalj
CGeRtrals Udelguri has been declared to be a subdivision VErY reoon-
tly and ti11 this declaration it continued to pe only an acdming s tre -
tive unit :ng a trading centre of the northern belt of Darrang
district., Agriculture is the mainstay of the nooulation of +re
subdivision consisting mainly of Boro and Rabha tribes besides
Segments of Nepalies, Santals, Muslims and members of the beok-
ward clessesg, The 23 villages taken up for investigation come
within the range of 300 to 1000 souls in each and they ere rri-

marily manneg by the members Of the Boro-Kachari tribe thouct

Cﬁntd. & o oo3'/_
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villages like No, 1 Jhargacn Tamlbari.Moradhansiri,Rowtavathar,
etc. cntain a mixed pooulation as indicated above.
The occuvational pattern of the mopulation under study

in the 23 vill-ges is found to be diversified to some extent.There

are a few Govt. service holders like Junior sngineers, acriculturesl

demonstrators, secondary and L.P. school teachers, a few =clf emn-
loyed husinessmen like tea-staXf owner, contractors, timber mer-
chants, netty traders, etc.

It mavy he mentioned here tha+ of +he 395 male pomula-
tion of the sample households, 116 individuals(r@nres&nting
29'277 of the total male noopulation in +the samvle households)have
been found to be directly de~:ndent on agriculture as the nrimary
source of livelihood.The unemnl oyed youths, denendent children
housewives, etc. w-ho also depend indirectly on sgriculture nave
not been included in the above category. It needs however +o ke
clarified here that though agricultural occuvation ia the Drimary
source of livelihood, most of the agricultural femilies are frem
marginal or small farming grouns. There are other constraints of
agricultural occumation in the area. The Soill condition of vill-
ages like Jemuguri, Sonaigecn, cte. are not concenial to agricul-—
ture due to their proximity to the foothill tracts, villages 1ike
Katralcuri, Kegiamsti are ©1so found to he arenaceous lackinc
moisture retaining cawacity 2s such less arable for agricultural
purvose. Therefore the agricultursl potentiality of the villages
are far from satisfactory,Nverthecless, it has to pe followed as
@"way of life rather than a naying avocation.

The villaces under Study lack some basic amenitics like
medical and marketing an though schools tor nrimery education are
adequate, for higher educaticn the students have = ONCc aVOrEat loneg
distance to reach the bearest bigh school. In this backdron let
uslook more intensely the wnrevailing literary and =ducational
level of the »ffected 92 households. Out of the 395 males, 207
Males reoresenting 52'15¢ of the total mele population have bu.n
found to (e without eny sense¢ Of literacy which imnlies that only
SN ABEN B read of writs can clalm themdoeives 8813
rds the 399 females in =zhe affected households 250 Souls renr-:-
SSNting 60'787 have been found to be illiterate leaving 142 fome.

of 136£227) to be regarded as literate. In other words, the
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combined literacy nercentace of the 92 affected households come

SR

to 42'04% which testifies that about 587 of the samoled housc—

holds wre <xposed to explo_tation due to illiteracy and ignerance.

NS

21005
224

231

The level of education vrevailing
in the samoled villages may be known
more wnrecisely from the Table

given hercunder

*

!

Percentace

1
&

i

TABLE -T
Cless/Catdgory Male
Too Minor A4
Uneducate 162
Read upto L.2 34
In L,.P, kevel 43
Read wupto IV Nil

In class IV level 7
Read upto clzss V &

In class Vv ilal
Read upto VI 11
In class VI 2
Read unto class VII 8
Oh class VIT 7
Read unto ¢less VII 6
In class VIII 6
RE SN NPECN Clias S5
In class IX i
Read upto class X 16
In class ¥ 10
H.S.L.C.par~sed 2
Read upto P.U.Class 3
In P.Y.class 7

Read upto degree
class, 3
Studying in decrce
classes,

39

7
i

10

1'44
1001
8'61
0'e9
Nil

i i
1'01
2'78
2'78
051
2'03
i 00777
WG
L1577
L0
1oy
0L
2lse
DL51
0'76
L4

SR G)
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T
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Femzle Percen- Remarks
ara L L Esee L4 e kol
52 13'29
198 50%a1
23 5'87
49 11'99
4 10402
3 Qis7
4 il o
12 3'06
2 1'28
3 Q8T
6 A5
7 1'79
2 (014 Gl
v 1'79
3 0} K717/
3 DI
3 Q7T
4 1192
1 0'26
1 0'26
3 i,
Nil Nil
1 0'26
392 95 TOB( <= - iy
Cont@ .y, , U5/



MeTHODOLOGY _OF THE STUDY:

The soecial Land Pcguisition Officer, Udalguri hed forrni-
shed us a list of 1001 tribal households affected in the acquisi= .-
tion process in all. Out of these 1001 households 92 households
scatteéred over 23 villeges in five maouzas of Udalguri subdivision
were selected for the varopnse of our study on the strict crite-~
ria that each of the households had lost more than 2 Bighas of
land. Further no other considerations on the basis of c¢thnicity,
religbon, etc. were given in selacting the households and »only
those memgbers of the families were interviewed on whose name
acquired the land wes recorded. The chosen villages were lying
within 2 radins of 25 Km. from Bhairabkunda where the headwork
of the Project is under construction.

For better appraciation, vitel nieces of informetion
relating to the Mouza-wise affected tribal households have been
shown in the Table No. IT.

TABLz .II
Mouza-wise _distribution of the affccted tribal houscholda,
Mouza Lffected tribal Percentage . Remarks.
B LAWY Al households . ey
1. Silnuta 84 8'39 The vercen=
2. Harisinga 70 6'99 tace has been
worked ou-

4 Ambagan 316 31'87 from the tot=1
4. Udalquri 252 25117 number of the

: femilics affup=
5. Borsilajhar 24 2767 ted .

The year-wise acquisition of land and the total number
of families affected since the inception of the scheme till 1982

may be known from Table No. IIL.

TABLe ~TIT

Year No.of affected fmount of lend acyu- Remar®s
e tribal households. ired in Pigha Katha SR
R and Lessns.
1976 87 106-1-16
1977 g 4~2-04 The total' srea
1978 101 116-2-06 Somes o L1Re el
1978 Ll 231-1-04 13 hue the wds
1980 288 333-4-08 submitted W &
1981 241 259‘3—'12 =i o QK
1982 ~ud 09 134-2-03 cctor says 14
OO 1183-17-13 he 1186<2~17
1K=4£ %10
1B3=5Kaths
Sontd ., i 8/~ Sq.ft.1L=
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Out of 1001 Nos. of total affected tribzl femilies

studics were conducted in 92 families hy the interview method.

The total number of population of 92 studied families were 787

(M-395,F~-392), the average number of femily members being
Of the 92 femilies studied, 2 familics helonged to 3antal
(though they were not 3.T. in Zsssm), 75 families to Boro

and 15 families to Rebha group. Of these, 41 families are

SHEH
groun
group

chris=-

tians and the rest are non-christians, i.¢.cither Hindus or

followers treditionsl religion.

The 92 familics that had been selected fro the nur-

prose of our study were found to be distributed in 23 villages
shown below:-

- e e

mm
L
—

ARLe. -TIV

Name of the villace Mouza

Angarjuli
Jamuguri
Chamnangaon
No. 1 Caraibari
Cersong
Sonaigaon

Kalibari
Moradbansiri
Tamulbari

"mbhacan

Borigeon

2dlagaon

Banianara

No.l Sankhaiti
Fashiagaon - I & IT
Lichinggaon I & IT
Jornukhuri I & IT
Routapather

No. 1 Jharceon

No. 2 Jhargaon
Balisiha Habi
Kathalguri
Dangelwnor

-
T wm e e em e

—

H@risingau

Borsilaghar
1]

- = = e e o

ceneds's’, -

Demarks.

Most of tbhe villa-
ges from S1.1 to 6
are having Touzi op
Serkari land and
they: are 1lying
near about Bhairsb-
kurda- towards north
of Udalouri town.
Other vdllaces are
lying within a ra-
ding of 15 to 18 Km,
at the maximum Hrom
Udalguri town.

|7./'-
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LAND HOLDING PATT&RN,

n the sample villaces of our study, the land holding
vattern is found to be of multifarious nature. While the land
holdings under miriodic netta and also under annual vatta are
too meacre, there is vrevondereance of holdings of Touzi or
Sarkari land. The villzgers of 2grijuli Sonaigaon and M-oradhen-
sirl region are largely devendent on Sarkeri land (i.2.Govt.lond) .
The villacers residing on the foothills region are h2lding larce
tracts of Touzi land sametimes even upto 50 Bighas while a con-
siderable section of the wzonle devend on char arezs or qgrazing
grounds. The sizes of lend holdings of different descrivntions
of the basis of their use i.c. cultivable land or homestead 1land
have been shown in the followinhdg tahle.

T ABL® =V

— e e e i o o ——

The table shows the& landholdings of 92 families prior to

Qeoulsibdoh for drricationorolect. & w v Bl LT e

drez in Bighas No. of Samilies pergentage.
1 to 5 Righas 26 28'26
8 to 10 Bighas 22 23'92
10 to 15 Bighas 15 15'30
15 to 20 Bighas 9 9178
20 to 30 Bighas 12 13' 04
30 Bdgh#s and =zbove 8 870
DoEa T e SR PR e S e e s

The following teble shows the landholding position of 92
familics under the ourview of study after the acquisition of lznd
for the irrigation project.

T oAwE D =Ty

Area of langd No. of families percentage,
in Bighes.

T — S At i v S e . S v —

Landless 4 4" 35
1 to 5 Bighas 63 68'47
5 £t0 10 Bighas 16 17'39
10 to 15 Bighas 4 4735
15 to 20 Bighas B 3'26
20 €0 30 Bighas 1 1'09
30 Bighas snd above 1R PR TR TR 1'09
Total e SR LT sl e

Contdy o a8/
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From an anzlysis of the above two tables it can clezfd

A
™

o
-

be seen that the acauisition of land for the irrigstion. nréject
had rendered four tribal femilies landless. The families h-ving

1 to 5 Bighas of 1land had increased to 63 from 26, the »nerwventag

@

increase being 40'21. Similerly families having 5 to 10 Rigb=s
of lznd had come down to 16 from 22,the perwentage of reduction
being 6'23. In this way the acyuisition of land for the irriga-
tion project had changed the landholdinc vattern of families under
the purview of the study.

It is, therefore, evident that most of the families under
the vurview of our study are small and merginal farmers and whot-
ever they oroduceé can hesrdly mect their consumntion regquircments.

Under the circumstences, acguisition of cven a Bigha of cultiveble

land hes its reosrcussion on the family income.

EXTENT OF LAND ACRUISITION AND ITS CONS&QUENCLS.

Out ef the 921 familliest studiestbyus, 7 i families hava
lost homestead lands ranging from 2 to 5 Bighes and only 1 femily
has lost more than 6 Bighas. In this orocess of acquisition, ope
family which has been denendent on Touzi lend for his homestead,
lost it comnletely due to eviction. Another family in the village
No. 2 Fascia has lost his homestead land with all the structu—
res over it. Similarly anotbher femily in Jamguri village has
sustained loss of his homestead land,

As to the loss of cultivable land, it is vertinsnt to
note that out of the 92 families, 60 families, have lost land
ranging from 2 to 5 Bighas, 30 families from 6 to 10 Bighas =nd
2 families from 11 tc 15 Bighas. In the 2-5 Bicha OEOUD, SO aniy =
lies have reported as having annual patta and in the 11 to 15

Bighas croup, 6 families héve susteined loss of Touzi as well a

as

patta land both periodic end annuel,

Althouch the acquisition of lend was made in the greater

interest of the socicty, 1ts remercussions on ing@ividual St
vators sometimes fall in such a way that they are reduced tothe
status of landless ngriculturiStS- In this context refercnoce sre-

clally may be made of Rebiram Boro of Baniansra villace unde r

Edntel ML 'gia /2
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under 2mbagan Mouza who lost 3 Bighas 4 Kathas and 11 lessas of

land leaving only 2 marginal arce of land which having vroved
insufficient for any practical purposes,sold it out and thus

he becamé landless. The cases of Ruoram Boro and Rohen Narzary
of village Jemuguri under Udalguri Mouza mey also be pointed

out here. After a2cquisition of their cultivable lands, whatever
have been left over proved to ke useless to them due to raising
of high canal banks just in the vicinity of their land resulting
in staqnetion of water during ra a2iny seesson and dryness durina
wihtter. Such a situation of uselessness of the 1-ft over lana

hes also been reported by Sri Prasendra Boro of No.2 Fascia

- Village under Herisinga Mouza.

According to the information supplied by the Gaonburshs
of Angrajuli and Jamucuri area, at least 8 familics of their
area nossessing Touzi land were forced to leave their hearth and
home and to move out to other places. The names of the head of

the familics and places of present shifting where known are shown

below,
Names of houscholder Place of shifting.

1. Meahendra Narzari

Lekshi Kente Basumatary gnggiczrcj of Sonitour

3. Kekru Brahma

RS TSI S N e Not difinitely known.
5. Zonga Boro Sielm~ri under Sonitrour
‘@i sEriioky
& (EzilEne) Rancapara in Sonitour
@l gErfiat
7. Maharaj Boro Kachbil in Darrang District.
8. Janushan Narzari Jonai in Lakhimpur Fistrict,

The Gaonburahs referred to GbﬂV&, also informed that the
following oersons had received compensation for their acquired
land but finding no alternative land in the vicinity of their
original habitation, had left for Udalguri area of the D= FILas o

distrigt. These persons héve been ddcntified as=(1)Ganesh Rr: -

2

Brahma and (2)Prafulla Daimari. Onc Mr .Khama D-im-

(2) Haricharan
who did net cet any. comnensation also followed them to Udalcuri

Yl
area, 2 few oersons who beceme landlgss consequent upon acquizis

CORES e ¥ o o B0 =
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Oof their Touzi lsnd for establishment of officers colony of the
said Project, have been identified as - (1) Sukar Deimaeri, (2)
Magoon Daimeri and (R) Gudiram Daimarj,

“

_REHABILITATION SCHE M o

The Dhansiri Irrigation Projcct, except nroviding for

cash compensation to the dffected families for acquisition or

their lang@ as DPEr nrovisions of the lang 2cquisition rules; s hac

not .envisageqd anyv scheme for rehebilitation of the disnlaced
femilics. There has not been eny provision alse to provide +he

af fecteqd families with subtable alternativeg pPlots of lané .Trys

it appears thet +he Project Puttor ty dose not have any resnon-—

qibility towards the 2ffecteq familieg other +
compensation under the Lang Acquisition Rules.,

YM&NT OF 3
Eﬁ;ﬂ&&;_gi_gé§E_QQEEQEQQIEQN;

Cash commensation is vaid in Tesoect of
lan@ only. Since T.m. Lancksls Covernmint lang, for its ACqUis itsan
the guestion of nmayinge cash cannensation +g the ©ccumant dees

not arisc. Lang value, to detcrmine the amount cf comvensa tion
icials.
ample villages

¥ comoensatjon

to be vaid, is fixed bv the Revenue De partment Of f
A large number of villagers within the s
have reportea that they haye neither received an
Nor any elternative land in lieu of the 14
sitinn. Due to non-receipt of mone y value(comhensation) of tre
lend or alternative lends, they have been subjegted to face

innumerable ecomamic problems .which teng to arise even -t a

slichtest fall of their aqricultqral ocutvut. So the LogE S or Mg
3 té 4 Bighas of vultibable land Provgd *to be too much for trum,
& section of the vidllagers mostly from Angrajuli, Champagann,

Dsugdupor, Kathalauri, Balisiha Habi, No. 2Jhargaon, No.i Jhara:
Kahibari, Routasdather, ectc. have however, received coamoensati~n
but the f# musher: s very much insionificane comMDAred with the | *
numbe r of'éultivators not récaiving comoensation, ‘1t has, b~
SVer, begen complained that those who have rececived ccmpehsatj

had &0 sfruggle ‘for it even for a whriog Fanging from 4 to

dcquisition of HabEad

years. Hap they received their comt&nsation_just after aogut-

tion they coulg have srranged alternatiye lang by themselves -«

QEREH .. .ol A

—
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a lower oremium but the ovrelonged dragging of the cases have
undermined the value . of money due to constrat vrice rise of imm-
oveable properties. To them the inordinate delay and settinng

the acquisition cases was very much painful rather than the
acquisition inself. It hes also been comnlanined that no comoen-
sation whatsoever hes been »aid to the occuvents &b Touzi land,
though the touzi lands were clecared and made useable by the c-ncer-
ned families. Land revenue has since heen psid annually for the

use and occuvancy of the lend so @learcd.

PuNDING CASES.

Acéording to the Register of land Acquisition wstimetes
or Project Division canal No. 1 (19%6-82), so far a total sum
of Rs. 8,83,643'93 has becen vaid for lend acquisiticon cases for

the Dhansiri Irrigation (mzjor) Project but much more remains to

be vaid still. There are 343 ovending cases unto 31.12.83 for SEiEhes

lement and they are lying in different steres with the Officers
like the District Collector (D.C.), Subdivisional Collector
(3.0.0.), L.A.0.,A.$.0., S.D.Cs and Executive tngineers, etc.
The following table will give a clear idea as to the number and

reasons for which these cases are rending with different OFEficizlisH

Contd-oane 12/-
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No, !
lHlm

1.
2.

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12,
13,

14, .

With~™ T © :uuzpw: T T'"with TIiTWIth ' With <Xecutivd ypnm
Civil oocwd" S. U oﬁmv S.D. o..m.o.oﬁmvm usowsmmh. ! D.
_— e - e - ll-.llll-l-l'ul - - e - _ -
4 -5 . & i 7778 R
ll!lll.llllllllllllln—llll - =g - =
- ~ - - 3 -
- - 33 - - -
- - 1 - - -
- - 10 - - -
- - 34 - - -
- 1 - 11 - -
= - - - - 15
- - 2 - - -
- - 4 - - -
= - N. - X -

-12-
TABL:e -VII

STATEMuNT SHOWING THE PRPsSwNT POSITION OF
PuNDING L.A. C2SeS UNDsR DHANSIRI IRRICGATION
PROJ=CT (MAJOR) UPTO 31.12,.83.

“mobal” ~'" T Bemarks.” T T T T
! rending, Reas-ns for nendinc.
' C
-4 - g - i1 -
Jll.ll-l.ll.lll.l.l)..l.l.!
91 -Corractimm nf Pecords,.
91 For sanction.
3 Tor Fund.
32 For mossession,
1 For nrew ra+i~n ~F
L.2.0Da3"xrs.
10 For fresh nronosal.,
34 Tor vrluation atrtemet,
10 For L.2.navers. |
10 For submission of ecstimatc.!
12 Tor ceiline certificrte.
15 Tor counter sicnetute.
2 Por revised onronosal.
1 For muFlicetion of noti-
ficatimn.
4 For valuation.
2 For vzlueti-n of Zirat.
———

]
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5157 wESH S UWIEh T With T T Ethuiaslmeieh - f Gifp 8 T WICRGRS SR SR Cmee - STl et

No, ' A S0 Golile et ors Gl val oL thS - D. C Sk e ED TGS =T SUn T (68 : Exccutive fZncineer \D.C. Pending | Rersons For »endin

e i L R . e e e O T T R R e oo - | il | el o TR IR 7 SR U e a1 S

STl Flp o' SR ae alee ke TR R e R R T S LI T e e
4 - - - Al r revaluation

15 5 = - - -

e
statement .
- - il Tor swot warificatiions

HQQ = = = = H 5
18 = - - - - - 2 - 2 Ror chence of 21icrment

1E) = = - - ~ - 2 - 2 Feor takine over

nosgession,
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SOMe QBSsRVATIONS ON THs REPORTaD_ANOMAL

It is evident from the sbhove table (TakleNo.VII) that
large numker of cases are still mending for settlement. Having
talked to bhe people of the villages receiving comoensation,
it has ccme to our notice that everyone is dissatisfied over
the rete of compensation vaid for acqguisition of the land.lcc-
ording to them the amount »aid to them is not enough to nurchase
2 similar plot of lanéd elsewhere as the cost of land has gonc
up tremendously in recent years. The situation has further been
aggravated by the time-gan between acquisition and payment ~F
compensation. The loss of crops in the intervening reriod ran-—-
ging from 4 to 6 yesrs has subjected them to mental acony cri-
poling their initiative and drive to better cultivation,

Further it has been vointed out bv the aagagrieved parties
that in some ereas the Irrigation Authorities hawve nroposed +o
dig canals by the side of the Moradhansiri and Golendi Minor
Irrigation schemes for which sufficient lands were already ac-
guired for the purpose. The new provosal would render some frmi-

lies to lose whatever lends left over and ultimately forced +hem

to displace themselves from their originsl moorings. In this
context the cases nf Sri Prefulle Kumar Mushahari =ndg Mrs.Gene-
swari Rabha of Balisihebabi may be referred to, Both of them
have received Government colmmunication intimating them Govt.
decision to acquire their lend for the Dhansiri Project althouch
they had alrecady lost sulstential amount of their vosse<sion

for the Moradhansiri and Golondi minor irrigation nroject.

The praetice »f instelment nayment of the amount of com-
pensation has also been looked cdown uvon as a deterrent to their
economic rehatrilitation. They desire that whatever amount is de-
cided by the Govt. should be paid in a single instalment so that
such am amount could bhe fruitfully utilised in nurchasing a-n
alternative land because amount received in instalments can not
be keot reserved for long due to their pressing needs £rom all
quarters. The lack of banking habits together with the incriasing
provensity to consume whenever SOmMe amount comes to hand ult ‘m- -
tely tend tn neqation all mental orevaredness for cevital Frrme-

ClonEor At ven e . Therefore, it would be very much helnfyul

et

as they say,to do way with thé Dractice of instalment vayment o=

the commensation for creater 1nterest of the trikal snaiets

Sentds s s l87=
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THe £XTe'T AND INT=NSITY OF DISPLAC:MSNT.
The term disvlacement of trikals for the opurpose of

our study in the context of acyuisition of land for the Dhansiri
Irrigaticn Project is to ke understoed in the sense that a house-
hold is deemed to tave reen displaced if he has incurred a loss

of minimum 2 Pighas of 1land (cither cultivable or homestead) =nd
irresnective or the fact that the household affected has actually
moved out of the villace being devrived of his lan”® or stays or

in the village itself ignoring the loss he has sustained. In other
words, disvossession of leénd to the extent of 23Bichas and the loss

incurred without heinc made un by allotment of suitable alterna+tive

land in an adjacent locality will constitute disvlacement.
In this cdefinition of displacement is adbered to, +»an
the entire 92 houscholds Of our survey will come under thre o
view of disvlacement n=zcessitated by acruisition of land of anv
descrintion (veriodic —atta land/annual vatta 1land/TOuzi 1land étc).
’ccording to the information supplied by the Gaohura
of Ancrajuli and Jamuguri area, at least 8 households of their
area nossessing Touzi land were forced to lcave their hearths and
home and moved out to other obaces. The nemes of the read of the

families and places of vnresent shifting where known are shown

helow:—

ames of househoOlds. 2lace of shifting,
1. Mehendra Narzari ;

T - T ! -~

2. Laksti Kenta Fasum&atery E “ohpur area of Sonitmur district .
>, Kekru Trabma !
4., Leohar Narzari. Not definitely knowm.
5. Zonga NRoro Sialmeri under Sonitpur district.
6. Celeng Rangavara in Sonitn»ur district,
7. Maheéraj Roro Kachbil in Darrang district.

. Janushen Narzary Jonai in Lakhimpur district.

The Gaobura referred to above, also gave informatien

to the fact that the following versons had received compensa-
J

tiom for their acyuired land but finding no alternative land

Contds sen.16/=
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study as o the utility or otherwisz of <ha irrigaticnal net w
works. Cut of the 92 famili:s, 2 families (revresenting 2.17%)

had agreed that the onrojec. .ould eventually elimina‘e their 3 i
voverty. One family (1'09%) was found to be honreful of getting
emnloyment opportunity in the oroject work, Two families (2'17%)
expeesaed their bitterness over this vrojeet for dislbcating

their social end economic equilibrium. According to them the eco-

1S Mgl

nomic utility of a big irrigation nraiec~t G T e A S

was negative in as much as this tug; Ot vrojects reguired large
agricultural land for their canal system and the villagers in the
vicinity of the headwork ¢xtending over 4 Km. were o face dep~
rivation from the irrigated water due +o raising of the canal bhanks |
to a great height with sufficient deoths which would render the

local dongs drawn from thé Bhutan Hills inactive. The mearby

villages in and around Bhairackunda where tre Jurjfnrk is locateg,
had no word of aonreciation for this oroject. Five

~

therefore,
(57439 families of thishareasternedidtyas blecking the local

ongs and cdamaging their lauxuriant crons.
Further 43 families out of the 92 families of our samble

. r = S ey v ety 4 g
(revresenting 46'74%) had expresserd +h« oW that Lhe Project

had taker unexnectedly longer time for camletion of the work and
at the same time caused them DLOEGﬂlCGllY poorer by snatching

agricultural holdings without ade~uate compen <ation

WAY their

s /
Another set of 3 families (3'26%) gave no direct oninion as to

the advantace or disadvantage brought about by the scheme but 6

families (6'52¥) were found to nurture 2 hope that thig scheme

would help immensely the draught-prone SR RS A PO SUb=d i
S&t AF Famd

visich. Interviewing yet another lies comorising 10

units(10'87¥) we could learn that they were:-,fv;exnecting B S e
ful comoletion of the nroject works which would eliminate their
of dlg@lna(dOﬁgS) to irrigate their agricultural

recurring labour
families (2'17¥) exnressed anprehension h

lands. However 2

+he c=nals would cause havod to the people in rainy season i<

scientifically aligned and regularly checked, while 10 familic -

(10'077) exnressed in unequivoc 2l term that tre Echeme wag in

wa-y benefiecial to them as no adequate compensation was maidg .

the land acguired for the purpose . Some 8 families (BY70) Brwsu-

rred to keep mum till the »nroject 1S tinally e¥ecuted in il

resmneckts.
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The above observations of the cross-section of meonle

interviewed may be summerised in the statement that follows:—

1. 2 families (2'17%) -  Exvected the scheme to elimirate
ooverty.

2. 1 family (1'09%) = Homed to generate emvloyment.

3. 6 families (6'52%) - Took it to be a remedy for the

draught -vrone arecas of Udalguri
sub-division.

4., 10 faamilies(10'87%) = Expectediititgleldminate the ann-
y val recurring labour required to
construct new and clearup exis-
‘ting 'dongs’'.

5. 5 families(5'43%) . ~ Blamed it to have caused blockade
i of the indigenous dong system.

6. 2 families(2'17) —= Wanted to lay assversion for dis-
3 T locating their economy as a whole.

e L (A5 D) —  Opined against the unremunerative
x : compensation given for the I=knlod GE=
ired land and disrunting the syl -
sil=tence economy of +ie tribai
society of the locality,
¥l 1299 ) = sxoressed the ovinion in unecui-
ilies (10'89Y £ Ry
8. 10 fam vocal term that the scheme was
not advantaazous to them at all.
AT /) - Preferred tc offer no zomments on
ies (3'26° : 2y
famil the advantare of disadvantage
_ brought ahout by the scheme.
e ) - sxnressed fear that during rainy
10.2 famil season the cenals if not Scienti-
fically alioned might cause havoce
to the nearby vi llages,

o

O

; o Preferred to kee 23
e StT0) : ‘€0 mum on £ incom-
11.8 families ( plete oroject.

e e -——--§9'T’9‘5?" or sa-y 100'nn

92
CONCLUDING OB38RVALIUNS .
B AT e R e h
hen maijor irrigaetion Oroj.ct is installed in a e te
Whe = = ¢ \
et W " A0 h
.a. the intention of the Irrigation Devartment and for that
area, c

the Government apredrs to be a genuinre one since tre oro-
matter = '

: in the national interest; that is to say,in
s . 'ﬁafelled LI AT i
jeat tis, IISE
: 3 Mpe
; : + neovnle. L
ik oF bhe 3 In a raucht-or B oy vl e
for cultivatrion. ® freugat-orone area suclh

peorle are exmected to get water -

+1.3 year round

project might be considzre

; ; - Ead
as the nroject is exnect

d to be @ boon for the tribal wveonl

+o hele the cultivsetors +to raise o+
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twice or thrice in a year instead of one croo. This may boost uv

agricultural oroduction and as a result pmeonle will have a better

footing in the economic front. Betterment in economic conditions

is exorected toO have a favourable imoact on savings loading to

capital formztion. This will gax again help in the develomment

of the entire area.
But our study in resmect of the Dhensiri irrigation

nroject had

pelied all our homes. The analysis of our study leads

to the following cbservations.s-

1.

4

5.

6.

10.

11.

Due to jnstallation of the irrigation nroject alﬁo-
gether 1001’t;ibal families had lost about 1184
Righas of cultivable as well- as homestead land.

. The acquisitioned lend includes veriodic and 2nnual

natta 1ands and T.B. lands.

As a result of acquisition of land, some families were
rendered landless. -

. Wwhatever lend remains after acquisition oroves un-

e conamic and in some cases sold to neighbours an
the affected family left the area for gﬂod. mne

rzising of high can~ls mekes the nearby land unculti-
vable. . -
Many families have not been naid commensation as
their cases are still pending at ‘various staces.

No alternative lends have been provided in lieu of
acquired 1lznds. : :

Those affected families who had received commensation
had to struggle hard for it for a veriod ranging from
4 to 6 years. One can imegine* the troubles t%eydhéﬂ
to face to get what wes due to them. )

As there is a time gavn between the ecruisition of 1land
and —ayment of comneneation, the value of money éimif
nishes year after ye2r due to constant nrice ri.qé~

As the orices of immoveahle vrorerties aisé éo "
+the affected families cannot nurchsse the same are s
of land lost with the amount of money received as a
rensation. )
The affected families are of the oninion that the =rice
fixed by the Revenue Authority for the acquireg Er'i;cu
is much less than the »revailing market ﬁrice at ¥2§
time of acruisition. i A e

com-=

C=sh moncy received as comoensation is raéher N
away as the veoole fonot have the habit of sa gﬁu.:ftr A
the Banks and most offices. Fence such f;milizi g T
nocrer »nd moorer. Commensation paid in instalmo LT
deterrent to their economic rehabilita+ion, Nt

2

\
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12. At the time of -our study 343 acquisition cases
were still nending at various stages and on various
grounds and there is no certainty how much time
it would take to clear the pending cases.

13, Some affected. families under the warview of our
survey hdve complained that they did not reccive
any notice from the Government for immediate requ-
isition of their land.

14. Most of the affected families have considered the
oroject as their enemy and not a friend.

15. The vroject whcich was started in 1976 and supvosed
to be completed by 1980, is yet to be comnleted.
What vpurposes such a préoject which requires so much
time for comoletion are beyond the canprehension
of the local tribal veople and they donot very
much whether the project will ever irrigate thei-r
agricultural fields. B i L

16 . Outgof ns. 80'N0 lakhs earmarked for canoehsatibn
due to acquisition of land only an amount of
Rs. 9,18,830'09 was paid till the end of December
1683. That is to say, &lightly more than 107 of
the amount estimated for payment of compénsation
was vaid at the time of our study. ) :

This study is intended to fingd: out the extent and

: { , R g T
intensity of disvlacement of tribals. from-their original mooringsz
dué to con
n that the scheme has been welcomed by the tribal cultiva-

structioh of major irrigation voroject in tribal areas

has show
tors with reservation as against the enthusiasm shown in respect
of other minor irrigation projecté'constructed in the TribaliSub-
plan areas of Darrang district like the Golondi, Moradhanéiri,
Kalpani, Kulshik, Mangaldoi, etc. This attitude of indifference
is seen svecially among ;hose who were affected by acquisition

process. They raised certein issues like indifference. of Govern-

ment officials in camputing compensation for the acquired landg, -
che total lack of seriousness towards srranging substitute lands
in lieu of the inadequate comoensation, the unilateral decision
of the Government in deciding the quantum of compensation, the
jnordinate delay in disnosing of comoensation cases, the inst%]—
ment vayment of the compensation, the'non¢00gnisance of the rim--
of land holders of Touzi alnds towards granting of any amount - -
+hem by Government, c(etc.etc.

‘ | SUGCH STIONS. .

On the basis of the findiﬁgé of our study, we wouls”

like to Dgt—forward the following suggestions for considerati-~c

of the Competent Authorityes and their implementation, -

lcontdo-e @ o 921/"
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1. Whenever a major'irrigation REOJECEt or anindusStrEy S EES
posed to b2 installed in a tribal area, the families that are
likely to be affected should be identified first and 2 full-fledged
rehabilitation scheme on the basis of this identification should
be incorvorated in the Proj<ct Report.
RS EN e e SCnitES S CeT of Naying cash camnensakion to the dis-

vlaced tribals should be done away wieh. Instead, the affected

families should be fully rehabilitated asg Perl Bro jectiRE nontby
oroviding alternative lands for hoestead and cultivation const-
ructing dweliing houses and wroviding other amenities.
S e el i ourboée a.Local Committee with officials and non-
officials should be set-uo in the oroject area to look after the
rehabilitation schemes. This Committec should bring to the notice
of the Government if it observes any discrewency in rehabilita-
tion of the affected tribal families.
4. Cash compensation should be paid only when *he 1land acquired
is very smell and whatever comnensation in cash is paid should
be‘naid in one ins®alment without opending the cases for an unduly
longer period. The ~uantum of cash compensation should bave some

relationShip with the nresent market value of the land.

o

5. At present there are no legal mrovisions to snforce the rceha-

bilitation of disvlaced tribals dye to installation of major Trri-

gation or Industrial Project., Some legal provisions or eSS, eles

1¥ refore, should be fFramed immediately so that the Aisplaced tribsYs
are not to require to suffer in future. '
6. Prior to the establishment of any ma2jor industgial and irrica-
tional complexes in tribel areas the view points'ot Ehes Erhiaene
regarding the futuyre nrojects, should be given gue weightage .

7. When lands are proposed to be acquired for S T L o

the tribal femilies that are likely to be disnlaced should be given!

prior intimation at leasc 6 (Six) months ahead ,

8. Covernment should constitufie a Machinery to collect detail
information of the gisplaced tribels to examine the individyal
cases and to suggest suitable Meesures £or their €eonomic reha

bilitation,
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