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PREFACE

The autonomous districts of Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hills together constitute the Hill Areas of Assam.The
two full-fledged districts were originally two subdivisions viz.,
Mikir Hills and North Cachar Hills of the United Mikir and
North Cachar Hills district which was created on November
17, 1951. On February 2, 1970 the North Cachar subdivision
was upgraded into a civil district. Similarly, the Mikir Hills
subdivision was constituted into Mikir Hills district which
was renamed as Karbi Anglong on October 14, 1976. In
accordance with Para 2 of the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution of India the North Cachar Hills District Council
with H.Q. at Haflong and the Karbi Anglong (Mikir Hills)
District Council with H.Q. at Diphu came into being on April
29 and June 23, 1952 respectively.

According to 1991 Census the total surface area
covered by the Hill Areas of Assam is 15,322 sq.km and
the total population is 8. 13 lakh out of which the scheduled
tribe population is 4.40 lakh i.e., 54.15% of the total
population of the two hill districts. In this context it may be
pointed out that as per 1991 Census the Karbis with a total
population of 2.85 lakh constitute the major ethnic group
while the Dimasa Kacharis with 0.65 lakh population form
the next dominant group in the Hill Areas of Assam. Of
course, the highest concentration of the Karbis and the
Dimasa Kacharis is observed in Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hills districts respectively. Other ethnic groups like
the Nagas, Garos, Khasis & Jaintias etc.,Kukis and Hmars
living in the Hill Areas of Assam fall within the population
range of 10,000 to 25,000. On the contrary, the Chakmas,
Man-Tais, Hajongs, Mizos, Pawis, Synthengs and Lakhers
are having less than 5,000 population each. Whatever be
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Altogether nineteen papers were presented during
six academic sessions in the seminar.The presentations,
by and large, were very resourceful and could generate a
very lively and enthusiastic follow-up discussion and

deliberation.
| am grateful to the Development Commissioner for

Hill Areas of Assam, Dispur for granting financial assistance
to organise the seminar on such a vital issue. Moreover, |
am indebted to Prof. B.M.Das, Professor Emeritus, U.G.C.
Emeritus Fellow under whose guidance the three-day
seminar was successfully organised. | would also like to
express my deep sense of gratitude to Prof. M.C. Goswami,
Professor Emeritus, Gauhati University (expired on July 20,
2002) who whole-heartedly took part in the deliberations
and offered valuable suggestions. Dr. R.Zaman, ACS,
Director, AIRTSC, Guwahati extended his co-operation
towards smooth sailing of the academic sessions of the
seminar. | am thankful to him. Moreover, | extend my hearty
thanks to all the participants who made the seminaragrand
success.

The present publication is, in fact, a compilation of
the seminar papers alongwith summary of the Proceedings
and Recommendations of the seminar. | would like to thank
Mrs. N.A.Hazarika, ACS, Director, AIRTSC, Guwahati who
took initiative for arranging publication of the volume ; and
procured necessary fund from the Government.

It is earnestly hoped that the publication would
ood response from the administrators, policy

receive g

makers, academicians, researchers and general readers

as well.

Dated Diphu (Dr. Girindra Nath Das)

the 30th March, 2006 District Research Officer,
Diphu.
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KARBI TRADITION AND IDENTITY CRISIS

P. C. Phangcho

ABSTRACT

The topic has been dealt in the light of history giving the
results of contact of the Karbis with the culturally more developed
people such as the J aintias, Ahoms, Britishers and in the present-day
time with the common plainsmen of Assam. The paper also highlights
the important aspects of detribalisation as a result of changes brought
to their society through new religious faiths and practices, modern
education, transport and communication as well as other infrastructure
of development, especially after granting them the Autonomous
District Council under the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
The Sixth Schedule has brought to them a spectacular change/
development inthe present-day time by providing modem infrastructure
and amenities on the one hand and seriously affecting their tradition
and identity on the other, particularly in respect of traditional law of
land and forest ownership, way of living, food and dress habit, language
and culture and socio-political behaviour. It has, therefore, been
suggested that while implementing the schemes for modernisation
and development the local sentiments and tradition are to be taken
into account so that the folk do not have to experience any identity

crisis.

Due to lack of a detailed and systematic historical
work on the tribe, it is now rather quite difficult to present a
total picture of the Karbi tradition in respect of its socio-
cultural, socio-economic and socio-political aspects. A
scholar, therefore, has to satisfy himself by merely analysing
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the stories and folklore verbally narrated by the aged
persons, short references made in the Ahom Buranji
(Devi,1968) and in the records of the British Government.
These particulars, although not sufficient, give atleast

something about Karbi tradition from the past. Tradition
and history are two inse
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history of the Karbis. The very purpose of the autonomous
district is to give them the opportunity of self-administration
for development and progress according to their own genius
under the norms of the Sixth Schedule to the Indian
Constitution. In this context it is worth-mentioning that their
traditional administrative system has not been discarded -
still well in existence although it has nothing to do with the
pace of developmentin the modem context. This traditional
Habai (or Habey) system of administration, one can say,
is a mark of identification, and is particularly concerned
with the functioning and practices of the religious rites and
traditional socio-cultural activities. It can, therefore, be called
away to retain and safeguard their traditional identity. On
the contrary, the modern administration apart from giving
them the taste of true democracy, has given them modem
education, agriculture, transport and communication,
employment and the entire infrastructure of development.

In the early days of creation of the district, the Dis-
trict Council and the State authorities took up some mea-
sures regarding the utilization of land and forest resources
in the district by passing Acts and undertaking schemes.
The purpose was {0 stop jhuming and shifting of villages.
Mention may be made of the Mikir Hills District (Jhuming)
Regulation 1954, scheme of Model Villages in 1964 and
Coffee and Rubber plantation scheme under the Assam
Plantation Crops Development Corporation Ltd. (1974), etc.
Through these Acts and legislature and schemes, the Dis-
trict Council authority has brought about a reform in respect
of utilization of land and forest resources, development of
crops, shifting of villages and so on. This is undoubtedly to
provide better economy and better infrastructure for devel-
opment of the people. Butby doing so the State and the
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growth of non-agricultural population.

Availability of vast open cultivable lands in the
peripheral areas and foothills that are contiguous to the
plains and even some interior places of Karbi Anglong have
attracted large sized agricultural and landless population
from the plains districts of Assam and elsewhere - mostly
of non tribal blood. Such people although do not get land
settlement, in couple of years time economically dominate
the local tribals (e.g. Karbis) in agricultural sector by utilizing
the cultivable lands under the Paikas, Sukti or Bandhak
(mortgage) systems. Undersucha situation of vicious circle
the actual land owner becomes poorer and penniless
virtually losing everything except the ownership by name.

Introduction of developed transport and communi-
cation facilities following the extension and development of
roads to the interior places undoubtedly provided a great
scope to the inhabitants to have contacts with the people of
outside world, especially with the urban dwellers and their
societies. The development of transport and communica-
tion facilities, therefore, has not only helped the people in
their mobility but also has provided a scope to get a per-
ception about the modem world. This has encouraged even
the illiterate mass to educate their children in schools and
colleges in urban and semiurban areas if such institutions
are not locally available. There are instances of youths
travelling fifty kilometres on buses everyday to attend

classes in high schools and colleges.

so been observed thatduring one and a half
here is spectacular growth in the number of
(middle) schools in the district.

Ithasal

decades orsot .
primary and senior primary
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Basing on the provision given by the Article 244(A)
the Karbi people, namely the youths with the help of Dimasa
and other tribals launched a movement during the eighties
and the nineties. They demanded the implementation of
the Article with the intention to form a separate political unit
for the Karbi and the Dimasa people. The youth
organizations like ASDC (Autonomous State Demand
Committee), KAASDCOM (Karbi Anglong Autonomous
State Demand Committee), KSA (Karbi Students’
Association), ADSU (All Dimasa Students’ Union) and
KANCHASDCOM (Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills
Autonomous State Demand Committee) engineered the
entire movement. This movementwas virtually inspired by
the historic Assam Movement on foreign nationals’ issue,

and the former took its birth soon after the latter died down
following the signing of Assam Accord in 1985. The Karbi
Movement had given a tremendous impetus to the minds
of the Karbi youths not actually over the foreign nationals’
issue but over the issues like social modernization, modermn
identity (with some modification to the traditional one) and,
of course, the creation of an autonomous state for better
self-administration and so on. Later, however, the idea of
implementing the Article 244 (A) valjished after signing the
MoU ( Memorandumn of Understanding ) on 1st April, 1995.
Karbi Nimso Chingthur Asong 2 leading Karbi women
organization, Karbi Cultural Society, Karbi Lam-met Amei

a leading literary organization are some of the social
tly led by the youths and these are very

organizations mos ) o .
actively and regularly working for the modemization of Karbi
identity in respect of woman status, culture, literature and

so on. These organizations either directly or indirectly

extend support to the Karbi Movement.
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A new era has begun in the history of the Karbi
'?:;:’spli?:t erlthe signing of the MoU or thenlf(arbi Accord.
govefnm :;Ia; iarr?rr:gement has empowered the local self
power of admi.e} € Autonomous Council to exercise its
and effectiVe|n ISt-Ir—a%" under the Governor more efficiently
developmenta|. hq general welfare of the people, all
o ensure oros agtwutues and. infrastructure are expected
also prevail j penty ‘?fthe entire district but apprehensions

; in the minds of both the Karbis and the non-

'tural identity and economic existence.

itremaing an affajr of(tes ke to take Part, and therefore,
Social leaders. Op ¢ he aged ang practically uneducated
Wh°|e-hearted.|y tak he contrary, the younger generation
Council) type of agrer -1t iN the MDC (Member of District
the fact that the Autm onration. It 'S, however, no denyin
retain ang safequy rc:jnomous Council has sho,wn effor:/s tg
Practices of the Karbi SOme of the traditional festivals and
rbis outside the no Saswellas of other tribals. The non-
hand, are jointly fighy; o o Sixth Schedule, on the other
equalto that of the 3. " 11 €stablishment of their right
régards this as an a;rbls- Butthen 5 section of thel:(ngb's
the PUrpose to cyrty; tﬁsed On antagonistic emogonav:/itls
and its identity. ts, thepeqr "G Size of Karbi tribali
section o , therefore > OF Karbi tribalism
n of the Karj oy » o Surprising a fact when a

a
counter force to fight againg, €s the path of militancy as a

By looking a
g atthe Present trend in respect of socio-

Karbi Tradition and Identity Crisis 11

political and socio-economic development in the Karbi
Anglong district, the Karbi tradition and identity can be said
to have reached a transitional state - the question of safe-
guard of Karbi identity on the traditional foundation and the
question of progress of the people with the tempo of
modernity both seem to have equal importance. Strong
opposition to modernity will certainly slow down the pace
of progress but help restore the traditional culture and
identity. Strong opposition to the traditional socio-economic
and cultural systems, on the other hand, will drastically harm
the Karbi traditional identity. It is, therefore, deeply felt by
the author that while introducing and implementing the
developmental schemes, the socio-cultural aspects should
not be ignored. A change or reform could not be
accomplished in a day or two. The district authority, has
also equal responsibility to provide safeguard and
protection to the traditional socio-cultural aspects of the
people, however, with some modifications so that the new
(modern) and the old generations can adjust themselves to
the changing situation brought by modernity. Political and
other non-political social organizations have to play a crucial
role effectively for the protection of Karbi culture and identity
in a situation where non tribal and non Karbi culture seem

to be growing stronger in the present-day time.
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TRIBAL ECONOMY OF THE HILLS OF
ASSAM : SOME DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Kandarpa Kumar Barman

ABSTRACT

The development of the hills regior! of Assam, Qespite the
availability of abundant resources, is not sustainable due to madequa?e
infrastructure, inappropriate technology and socio-economic
constraints. In this paper an attempt h.as beeq made to h.lghhght the
various issues of tribal development in the light of agnculture a'nd
industries. The tribals in the hills m(fstly depend on agriculture which
itself is subsistence by nature resulnpg lpw rate of return per hectare.
Moreover, the practice of jhum cultivation causes extensive damage
not only to the fertility of soil but to the ecology and environment also.
Similarly, the industrial sector 1S also not developed and resource;
available in the hills have not been fully explored. There are plzntle:)_t
scope for the development of forest-based, agro-basefl :lm i
processing industries based on local resources and in 1getr;lous
technology. But no special efforts have been made to develot{)lr ese
industries as a result of which tn'bal§ have not bc?en benefitted .oul;glh
industrialisation. Therefore, it is highly essentlal.to develop lsulta i
institutions and appropriate technology for sustainable developmen

of the hills.

The Hill Areas of Assam comprising Karbi Anglc:mg
and North Cachar Hills districts cover a totgl geographical
area of 15,332 sq. km. with a total po_pu!a'upn of 8.04 lakh
as per 1991 Census. Thus, the two hill districts account for
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19.5% of ’the State’s total geographical area and 3.6% of
the Statg s tota] population. The Karbi Anglong district is
gredr:)mmgntly |nhat?ited by the Karbis while in the North
B:g.dar Hills, the principal tribe is the Dimasa Kacharis.

ides, there are many tribes viz., the Jeme Nagas, the

Rengma Nagas, the Hma ; )
inhabitingthe il areas, s o e Knasis, €tc.

The tribals ir I
2 uniqu ges m:aatls In the two hill districts of Assam present
reSOUICs Use a al;:n in terms of resource endowments,
lving. The Iiveﬁh ems, technological levels and levels of
ood pattern and the way of living of the hil

tribes emerge out of thej -
immediate environm;?,te" respective interaction with their

Various triba ¢
e
ated by the Governmer\:te lopment programmes were initi-

development of {ripg, of India from time to time for the
Programmes were inagoqune - 1SS but almost all the
problems of tipg ; adequate for dealing with the complex
Committee (Govt. oﬁzzl-opme"t- According to the Shilu Ao
communities were '3, 1969) the main problems of tribal

X rela i
edgcatlonal backWardteCI o Indebtedness, land alienation,
cation fness and inadequacy of communi-

The National me

: Committ Deve P
Backward Areas (Slvararnan eCirzrr‘n:tT:e C\;, \Ilc': fl n;:f
- Gowt. of India,

1981) commented
. that .
less unique situation in?éf " rbal area presented more of

cons i H S O A

appr;;ac:p:;ss: \l/rvzrraesrt; UCtura 4 Velgzs';?urces, people, social
e

Firstly, an area ap rggmme e forthen ': '.§t°° Two types of

integrated a proach w envi ribal development

pproachin tribal g, centsu-:?ed comprehensive

ion areas called the
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Integrated Tribal Development Programme (ITDP). The
other is dispersal tribal community approach where specific
programmes are identified for their development.

The hills region of Assam is having varied type of
resources but the development of the region is not
sustainable which is the result of lack of infrastructural
facilities, adequate technology and socio-economic
constraints. In this paper an attempt has been made to
discuss some important issues of tribal developmentin the
hills region of Assam in the light of agriculture and industries.
The concept of sustainable development is also discussed

in this context.

TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN THE HILLS REGION OF ASSAM AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The tribals of the Hills of Assam mostly depend on
agriculture which s subsistence by nature. In the plains area
of the two hill districts, the people use to practise wet
cultivation while in the hilly portions they happen to practise
shifting cultivation which is ecologically unsound and
economically not feasible. Apart from agriculture, tribals
also depend on their natural resources like forests, wild
life, pastures and grazing lands for their sustenance. These

are common property resources.

The resource productivity (return per unit of
resource) of the tribal region is getting degraded and their
productivity is also decreasing owing to the constant
pressure of population both human and livestock on the
natural resources, unscientific management of resources
and lack of appropriate technology to suit the complex
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i;:]rczz{)e:s o:; h;:l Itlribes. Therefore, the most important issue

and hill development is that of sustainabili
stainability.

conceptual framework of sustainable developmentis silgwﬁ

in Fig.1.
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Fig.1: Sustainable develop

ment mode] j ; .
The model has beep, Quoted ﬁ:mlg;ha; Hll9"9s2Regwn ofAssam.
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and family Sanz::“"“g to resoyrce crg:g;\wdh e whioh
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! .. ine ]
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. e
and population growth CUnve isril fesource productivity curve

Creasing. But with scientific |
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tivity curve may be increased from R to T and hopefully along
the dotted line TU. This decreasing biotic pressure and
scientific management of natural resources forincreasing
productivity are two key elements for attaining sustainable

development in the hills of Assam.
AGRICULTURE IN THE HILLS ECONOMY OF ASSAM

Agriculture is the mainstay of the tribal people
inhabiting the Hill Areas of Assam. Jhum cultivation is the
way of life to most of the hill tribes in Assam. According to
the Report of the National Agricultural Commission, 1976
the area under jaum cultivation is 4.15 lakh hectares with
involvement of 45,600 tribal families in the Karbi Anglong
district and 0.83 lakh hectares with involvement of 13,000
tribal families in the N.C.Hills district. The extent of settled
agriculture in both the districts is very less. Besides shifting
cultivation, the tribals depend on hunting and fishing as their
supplementary sources of food. Due to ever decreasing
period of jhum cycle, the jhum cultivation has become very
wasteful causing loss of forests, loss of soil fertility and bio-
diversity and thus, the method is not sustainable in the long
run. Several schemes have been launched by the Assam
Government to control jhum cultivation with the primary
objective of reclaiming land, constructing terraces,
providing irrigation wherever possible and alloting itto the
ttled agriculture. Schemes like ‘scheme for
establishment of model villages’, ‘cash crop plantation
scheme’ and ‘composite scheme’, etc., have also been
implemented in the Hill Areas of Assam. Moreover, 17.
projects each in the Karbi Anglong and the North Cachar
Hills districts have been taken up for execution under the
Integrated Jhumiya Development Programme during the
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period 1986-87 - 1990-91. Apart from the above measures,
36 villages of the Karbi Anglong district and 40 villages of
the N.C.Hills district have been brought under the Compact
Area Development Programme (Das, 1990 7).

But despite the various measures adopted, their
success has been marginal, |t is, therefore, very important
to know the constraints in the success of the Jhum control
schemes. Since most of the tribals are poor, illiterate and
conservative by nature, sermons on sustainability and
ing to help the situation.

ecological degradation are not go
The most important considerations are economic. The

:mpr%\l/ing €ropping system an
uanr;%llat?nrge f:g:gﬁ:;: CCI’:T‘G out, sofar. In g hilly terrain with
is recommended ag ty Igh altitude ang slopes, horticulture

_ itis an environment friendly and hi
. nd higher
'ncome generating farm, level enterprise. But j),wmias%vith

a subsistence econom .
horticulture as i has a}’oirge geluctant to divert their lands to

: i estation periog T of
strategies can be suggeste -onperiod. Two types

' orthis purpose (Shah, 1992).

;Zf%;v 222in32:?ymem Should be mrapde aéairl':bl,e to th)e

{h i own resourcer;)ued bas:ls till they are able to develop

o asefor "Ndividually owneg agricultural
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inand
my. Secondly, sincere efforts are needed to train an

:g?/g?opyskills in the jhumias to.adopt nevdv ’:ecl:jr;olc\;/%i?;
agricultural production in thglr terraced lan in;;ed hile
adopting new technology, the tqbals mugt be c:)'n':{ ced at
their net return from settled agr.lcu|ture‘ is muc " tg;develop
the shifting cultivation. There is growing nlee to develop
appropriate technology to meet the comp e:)x 2ed \ems of
hils agriculiu®® anc! ; pacl;?iigz::jrz:t:::elsped and that
oo 0o a'rrlr? ?: :L%ng]r:\gmatic. The existing extens'!on
oo o - nzt adequate and, therefore, a new farming
zig:r?ls:;?)roach has to be followed which must be

adaptable to the tribals.

MY
INDUSTRIALISATION AND TRIBAL ECONO

: Assam are rich in natural resources.
.The Hgﬁiﬁi Cs)z:ope for growth and deyelopment of
Thgre A of industries based on available natural
various type: Dhebar Commission (Govt. of India, 1961)
resources. T erameters of an industrial policy of the tribal
spett ouuhegﬁmmission commented that the march of
areas. T'hetion cannot be halted out but t sl}ould not sweep
mdus_tnallsélff their feet. In other words, the tr'lbals s!wo.uld.not
the tribals 0 entally and mentally through industrialisation.
suffer envirorT e are a few major industries located within
Atpresent, tth:r: of the Hill Districts - they are Cetrrll_cta(;\t
the Jures #India, Bokajan ; M/S North East C_eme':N g
Corporation Vn'ay Cement Ltd., Umrangso ; M/S Woo
Umrangso ; M/S Vi Diphu and M/S Mikir Hills Forest

Craft Products Ld. part from the major industries there

PrOdUICth’eBnouk;j::r' 2‘ Small Scale Industries like rice and
arealar

flour mills, saw mills, cotton ginning mill, handlcom and textile
our mills, ills,
industries, handicrafts, etc.
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Apart from the industires mention i

more qther iqdustn‘es like Hume Pipe Fr=1cto(reyc,i ;:I:::yr, 32;2:
prushlpg, I._lme making units and some miscelléneous
mc!ustngs l'lke Steel furniture making unit, printing press
2g|r<:l?ngnndmg, candle making, decorative textile units aré
Industgr’ieusp é:c?ntly owing to the initiative of the District
orosct o bg rtta). Karbi Anglong is rich for handloom
Crouth oo mboo & cane products. Industrial Estates

entres and Commercial Estates have also beer;

set up in the Karbi P
industries. arbi Anglong district for the growth of

But despite the various i i
i ious industries operating i
ill Areas of Assam, the tribals and hill pe:ple in ggellr':;?ael

continue to work at the sbsi
inboth ways.-theiremyieer e ¢ /S They have suffered

R renvironment has
a ) gotdegrad
vailability of raw material for their cotta%e, z(rjnaairlda;[gg

tnesI has bemme scarce. Thus, they have
Mechanism of the control of the

industrialisation. Forest-get direct benefits through

industries and fruit procels)ased industries, agro-based

itk essing industrie
P b So he y l
particip :N local entrepreneyrshi !
profits go to the tribals. |y u: urship so that the

ini i .. IS connectio ivati
training, supply of industrig| i, >Ction, motivation,
capital are absolutely ne%32Uts' creditand availability of
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Centres, the Assam Hills Small Industries Development
Corporation, the Commercial Banks, the North Eastern
Council and the Autonomous District Councils can take

necessary action in this regard.

CONCLUSION :
The Hill Areas of Assam need special treatment for

economic development. There are plenty of resources both
human and natural, but due to lack of scientific management
and appropriate technology, the hills region is still lagging
behind with the rest of the plains districts. Rather, the
resource productivity has been decreasing, ultimately
posing a serious threat to the future development of the
tribals. If their degradation continues to an imeversible level,
then the tribals and the other hill people would be put ina
precarious condition. Therefore, for sustainable economic
development of the hills, efforts must be made to develop
suitable institutions and appropriate technology so that
each one can participate in the development process.
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neers, Doctors and Traders and few are doing contract
works and business. However, we are talking about the
common tribal people living in the remote areas.

Irrespective of their economic conditions, tribals
have their own customs and traditions distinctive from the
people living in the plains areas. These customs and
traditions regulate their economic activities and social
behaviour. There are elaborate customs atthe time of births,
marriages and deaths. So also there are traditions for their
economic activities. Whatevermay be their social customs
and traditions there is nothing that stand in the way of
development in the Hill Areas of Assam. On the other hand,
the government can do a lot in improving their economic
conditions by way of financial assistance and organising
the market outlets of the agriculture products, handicrafts

and handloom produce.

By and large, their main economic activity is
ulture. Living in the hill areas, they adopt the method
n as jhuming, as there is hardly level plot
on. This method involves clearing the
he trees and then growing rice along
elon, cucumber, etc. The fertility of

the soil last only two years or so and then.they have to shift
to another plot. In this way the whole area is left barren. This
problem should be looked into by the government and non-
government agencies (NGO). The people should be

iscouraged to practise jaum cultivation. Some alternative
gfc(;::patign may be offered sO that the forest and soil can
be conserved. One alternative is to lure the tribals to
d, but this can be possible in the

ate wet paddy fiel ,
::Jalt,:: areas oF; on limited plots of land in the valleys of the

agric
of cultivation know
of land for wet cultivati
jungles, cutting downt
with maize, sesame, M
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hills. Government should give financia| assistance for
irrigation facilities,

Toimprove €conomic conditions people should be
€ncouraged to cultivate g

Mmercial crops and notto depend
solely on rice cultivation.

G

N.N.Sarma, S.R.Paul and D.Sarma

ABSTRACT

i d
. -old practice adopte:
. ivation (jhuming), the age-o 1 climate
T i’lztsl::rtn“l):;s(’many deleterious ei’f‘e;tt:1 :)erl (s;zl\lr;(r:;l:sent
by the hill tl.lbelsgcl;),proaches have been r.neglet bti;;hf? ers are still far
and economy. ies to control it bu arm hes
i ncies to con’ ihumias new approac
through various agenc otivate the jhumi .
it. To m . ch Station,
away from acgepggrgn the Regional Ag“-?lturalltlif;?;; The model
have been made {ternative to shifting cu T 0DS
: ith suitable models alternatts ing of agronomic crop
Diphu with suitab d fertilizers, sowing of 2, N
ure an : Itural crop
includedhuselg;“ :gd inclusion of perilnl:ilcs;tll1 l;?g;?t‘;ble cropping
across the slope . d recommenda ass-
: on an e e ontour gr
Moreover, xdentlﬁlc:ltll slopes, cultnvatl.on. n t.’etweel.lo(;f erosion and
e lfzztl::reased production, minimising run-otl,
hedge resulted 1

loss of available nutrients.

. ore
. ion is of two typeS .on
ation in the hilly regio s known
CU|tIVaﬂorrriianen’t and well developfﬁd I';‘::s or jhum
practisleg Zg r%ﬂture and the Othﬁf Oa':ig:,e get?led cultivation
as settle ing or shifting cultivation. xtent
' to some e
land called jhuming d valley lands and g
i lains ar hifting cultivation is
is confined to p d land whereas s . i
: ce : In India, shifting
foot hills and tey ra and hillocks.
. slopes i s of North
conflnﬁd t,g ::gctisgd throughout the hill area
cultivation
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'\En?zs;?;rrzn Ststes ( Arunachal Pradesh, Assam Manipur,
» Nagaland, Meghalaya and Tripure;), Sikl?im,

Orissa, Bihar, U.P. M
R ! 4 *h ey adh
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,y ;aF;;é;(:esh, /rhra Pradesh,

TABLE-|
E -
xtent of shifting cultivation in N-E India

States for jhum | Under of 3 mily | Area/ Jhum
culfvatioy |Jhum  |2veF ‘"‘g’l- tribal cyole

(000 by |(000 | bl |10 | By
(000 [(ha) |Ovears)

ih
P o |
I e —
2
Anmachal | 248 sg ] > 145 | 7
Pradesh 38 92.00 |3
70 [ 81 | 1.13 | 2.69

30
Manipwr | 109 69.60 [13.0 | s
Meghalaya | 41605 | 9000 [60.0 p 20| 7
Mioram | 60405 | 769 (182 | 68 | 139 | 7
Nagabnd | 608,09 | ol61]102 [ 45 | {37 3"7‘Z

| Tripura | 2 354 121 |
20.79 | 2230 |10 2;’ 092 | 822
Total 269570 | gan e ———01 231 [ 961

455.05
‘\16\8 425 1 1.07 | 5.90

SHIFTING CULTIVATION (Source : Agarwal 1987)

Shifting cultivation ;
0 - n
cultivating, clearing, scatte::' o med as the Custom of
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exhausted and this included the certain areas shifting of
household in order to follow the cultivator's search for new

fertile land (FAO, 1957).
CHARACTERISTICS OF SHIFTING CULTIVATION

Selection of hill slope ;
Cutting and burning of vegetation (slash and burn)

Use of human labour as the main output ;

Non-utilization of draught animals ;

No use of manures, fertilizers, plant protection

measures ;

Use of hand operated simple tools ;

. Adoption of mixed cropping ;

_ Abandoning land after 2-3 years of consecutive
cultivation ;

9. Rotation of field rather than crops and

10. Shifting of dwelling houses, if necessary.

arwODdD =

o N

Shifting cultivation is not practised uniformly. It differs
I to hill and even among the tribes adopted differently.
The important crops included in the shifting cultivation are
rice, maize, sesame, cotton, tapioca, ginger, turmeric, arum

ing cultivation is restricted to rainy season

and cucurbits. Shifti
(Kharif) and confined to a period of 2-3 years, thereafter,

the land is abandoned. The longer the time of return to any
part the better is for total regeneration and total fertility of
land. In the earlier days long term jhum cycle of 20-30 years
was followed (Chatterjee and Maiti, 1984 : 221) but
presently due to increased population pressure, it has been

reduced to 3-6 years.

PROBLEMS OF SHIFTING CULTIVATION

from hil

Shifting cultivation leads fast to ecological disequi-
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gt;::uerpots)y depleting forest covers, encouraging chances of
lon to cause removal of top soil, silting river beds

given to the farmers for settled cyltyag
of Agriculture helps ther ir Scf;:lrt'ltvatlon. The Department

chard and planting is g ific laying out of th
» one . e Ol'-
form of fertiizers, chompue :y ptlr;i villagers. Inputs in the

materials, etc., are syppli fing materials, fengi
e Pplied free at niti b
) lal stage, the sub.
he farmers, sue

due to removal of top soil. Co

difficult in certain region wit, | Nstruction of terrace is also

00se soil and in most places
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it has proved to be very much expensive and initially
encourages heavy soil erosion. :

In spite of all these efforts and facilities available none
have attracted the hill farmers to keep away from shifting
cultivation. The hill farmers are continuing jhuming with
variation in jhum cycle ill today and would continue in future
also if an acceptable alternative technology is not provided.
Motivating jhumias to settled cultivation is very hard job as
they do not give up easily this age-old practice. However,
efforts are to be made to evolve an improved practice in
the place of shifting cultivation which should be identical to
fhuming with better utilization and management of jhum

land to lessen the possible damages.

RESEARCH APPROACHES TO CONTROL SHIFTING CULTIVATION

ICAR Research Complex had developed a ‘Model
Land Use’ as an alternative to jhum for use in the slopy

land. Itis shown in Table Il

TABLE Il
Model Land Use

oAPP"OX' 1 Conservation
Slope 05 of total | Land use measure
area
1 2 .3 4
Bench terracing

Lower portion 33.5 Agriculture

33.5 Horticulture | Half moon
terracing

33.0 Forestry -

Mid portion

Top portion
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Two crop sequences viz., rice (April-July) - sweet
potato (July-Nov) and rice (April-July) - rice (July-Sept) -
cowpea (Oct-Jan) are recommended for general cultivation
for the tilla land of Tripura. High density planting of
pineapple in the hill slope (34%) with legume as companion
crop to act as soil conservation measure has provided yet
another alternative for tackling the jhum problem.

Regional Agricultural Research Station, Diphu has
already conducted some experiments relevant to hill
agriculture with special reference to shifting cultivation.
Efforts are being made to find out improved practices
identical to jhuming, but more productive and less injurious
to soil and environment. Improved technologies in the place
of shifting cultivation in the jhum land have already been
identified and recommended for general cultivation. The
tecl_1n9logies included : (1) replacement of traditional
varugtnes by the improved ones, (2) use of manures and
fertl!lzers to maintain soil fertility, (3) inclusion of perennial
hortlcultura.l crops along with agronomic crops to encourage
settlef.l cul.tlva.tlon, (4) judicious crop selection and placing
them in scientific manner for better production and utilization
o_f land. It was reported that growing pineapple, turmeric,

: Commend ]
hill slope under rainfed conditiong sdforthe 25-30%
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Maize-based cropping systems with 200% cropping
intensity viz., maize (summer) - blaquram (kharif), malze&
pigeonpea, maize - greengram, maize - mustard (rabi) an
maize - potato are identified for hill slopes.

i d sesame

Intercropping blackgram, greengram an :
either in single/double row or broadcasting in between inter
row spaces of arahar recorded more remunerative without

affecting the yield of arahar.

CROPPING SYSTEM MANAGEMENT

agro-techniques, improved varieties, high
qualityBs:tet?jrangd improved crop and p_e.st mapagemgnt
practices often provide the best opportunltles for_lncreasilr;g
agricultural output. A key tech_nlque that is !ntegra To
improvement in hill agriculture is contour gultlvatlo:;. ol
minimise soil erosion and ruvn-.off, vegetative or cultura
methods can be followed effectlyely. Perennial grasse? in
the form of hedge are usefulin this regard. Once vegheta ive
hedges are established they are perma_neqt. Whent ey are

ntour guidelines for cultivation and planting,

followed as co : A )
the resulting moisture and soil conservation increases yield

by atleast 50% over traditional methods.

1 grasses for controlling soil erosion and
run-off QZ:ZZT:IIugated. Both guinea and citronella grasses
were found efficient erosion control grasses for thl;s zpngr;
Direct seeded rice (summer) - greengram (k ?gg e;s
between two grass strips tregtrnentg recordec_j ylelq of 73. 8
and 59.15 g/hainterms of nce-eqw_valent with soil erosio
of 2.84 and 4.08 tha/annum respectively. The grass hedge:
were more effective in slowing the movement of water an
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had lived in big towns pribr to comin

nb g here. There was
every possibility of trampling a snake in the night time walk
un!ess one was watchful while the jackals and snakes had
uninterrupted sway. over the jungle in and around the

township, the so-called ‘develo '
g pment’ drove them out of

The Karbi village Kanther Tera i
: ng (Sri Rong Bon
;‘etranlg'; had corrected my information by saying tﬁat it ig
Pz Itij(:ae yS i(aatuir;gnthert'rl"erang) was located near the Diphu
In the early sixties but it had gr:
:wopped. out of the town when faced with the prgsz:)detct::“clziC
l:r;creasmg onslaught of urbanity. The Agro-Economic
esearch Centre for North East India, Jorhat made some

studies under Dr. P.D.Saikia on this village and had

recorded some informati ;
society. On on the setting of a Karbi village

The land in the Karbi traditio

considered a purchasable commodins o ges was not

almost all tribals of the ng,':;f’ nal mode of cultivation for

: hel -east and the Karbi
exception. Therefore, a tribe’ becomes dist?r:gltlsi:r::t:}:
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from the non tribals by the mode of cultivation.

Secondly, a tribal society when left without a
sovereign authority overhead, has always the problems of
attacks and counter attacks. A tribal community can only
expect attacks when left alone. The inter tribal disputes
resulting in bloody commotions are all too common among
the Nagas. The Naga-Kuki feuds in recentyearsin the State
of Manipur have economic, political and military
manifestations. Charles Lyall, on the basis of information
gathered from Edward Stack had written in his book The
Mikirs that the Karbis (formerly called the Mikirs) once
settled in the territorry of North Cachar Hills in great strength
and they had moved in the territory of the Jaintia kings to
save themselves from such attacks. Their adversaries were

the Nagas, Kukis and Kacharis.

Some Karbis had spilled over to the Ahom territory
and they became loyal subjects of the Ahom kings. The
Karbi traditional institutions like Mei and Meipi were typical
Ahom influences while the political institutions like the
Lindokship was influenced by the Lyndohship in the Khasi
Hills and Langdohship in the Jaintia Hills. This type of
interactions occurred in the historical period.

Every tribe lives and functions within the deﬂnitiopal
content only. By definition, a tribe is a sequestered entity,
marries within themselves, speaks a dialect and generally
abhors forces of market economy and high industries. No
tribal traditions go beyond this definitional contentand if
any tribal group goes beyond it, it loses the tribal

characteristics. A tribal person when comes under the full
exposure of such socio-economic expansion, becomes truly
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restless.

A tribe is a stage of human development and it is
not by any means a permanent entity and when we consider
it as such, itis a misconception. Moreover, the division of

"human group into tribals and non tribals as permanently
fixed entities brings into play not only two groups of people

S
I c

A human group is evolving always and as
':Rey are rat.lonal and when they emerg); out of isilg:?ounp
hey conspngusly Or unconsciously become adaptive A
_cI:_ hzr?(c:eg!st;p ofq tribe is that they thrive only in isolatic.)n
The | hra C;slt |veg In comparative isolation for g long timé
andith s effects on the making of their psyche. The
I'story of human origin is that all human groups .were

he bird Woplakpi. The isolation

The Karbi |
of Khanduli :,:E,'i,wmm | saw at Diphu and in the high hills
traditional tribal sysgﬁr;nlggr;?/? ; ?re changing fast. The
icted i ngiong, a tri
Es depicted in the next page does not ﬁ . iangle of power
ven the Terang or By Old sway any more.
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more challenges than the non tribal culture because it is
defined while the non tribals’ culture is undefined and
therefore, may move along easy progression.

A Karbi traditional political triangle
Lindokpo

Habais with Councils

Rong Sarthe with Councils

The above political system served them well in a
situation in isolation. The hegemonistic overhead Kingships
under which they lived for centuries had not touched them
‘substantially’ and whatever changes were wrought, those
were minimal. These outside influences did not interfere
with the inner core of the social system. Sri Rong Bong
Terang in his engrossing novel Rongmilir Hanhi described
the changes in the Karbi society which was hundred percent
rural-based. This was a transition from some kind of morbid
‘staticity’ to a little upward swing towards enlightenment.
Sar-ik Terang of the novel symbolises a transition.

TRANSITION - WHAT WE MEAN

Those who read tribal literature often, know that even
going to school in those days had meant conversion to
Christianity. The Karbi word Sekure was a corruption of
the word ‘school’ and it meant Christianity. in the Garo Hills,
it meant the same although the word used there was
different. Only a few days ago there was a seminar in the
Assam University, Silchar (24.8.96) and one speaker was
most enthusiastically narrating the condition that the White
Sahibs were greatly admired by the tribals of the north-east
before the Independence. He cited examples.
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But the Census of Assam in 1921-23 had clearly
indicated that the Dimasas were slowly and gradually
‘disappearing’ from the N.C.Hills due to devastations by
epidemic and opium. The welfarism with large scale money
pumping was unknown at that time. All the tribes had lived
in splendid isolation. Many British officers, foremost
among them was Hutton who did his specialisation among
the Nagas and Parry, the officer in the Lushai Hills had
eulogised the theory of isolation. The insertion of the idea

. of the Excluded and Partially Excluded Area into the

Government of India Act 1935 was greatly the results of
this approach.

But even in those days the Kuki Revolt (1918-19)
and the Naga Revolt (Jadunang’s and later on by Guidinliu)

Nowadays, all battles are
with imported weapons, We kn

The British FIid Not face it byt the Independent India
now faces - terrorism of woy

st klnd At least. i th re-
independence days, there wer, st, in the p

efew international sponsors

e e

Y

.
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of terrorism. With the weapons made from th.eir own cottz.:\ge’
industries, they could not withstand their adversaries

superior fire power. Now the insurgent groups havt:i rr:qre
lethal weapons at their disposals than the.S.tate couldc a:;‘m
to have. It is almost an open war of attrltlop between c-i
State and the insurgent groups. ‘Sg called’ developmen

has come to a stop with guns booming all around.

TRIBALISM AND ITS FUTURE

ave already indicated that tribalism is a phase
inthe h\le\r,r?ar:l development - we may be.allowec.l to saty thgt
it is an early phase. The tribalism has I.tS- mamfesr:a |on'|n|
all spheres of social life - economlc‘s,.rellglpn-and the Sct)ﬁlrae
structure. In the sphere o.f‘ religion, it is the nat e
worshipping. Long ago Jyotirindra - Chqu{dhury wro ehe
book Comparative Study of the Adi Religion whercilnt e
tried to show that all religions.had come to the prg-ser;. sI 0aus
through a process of evolution. Thg egrly Vec!nc relig ous
beliefs were based on nature worshipping. Adisare a

known tribe of Arunachal Pradesh.

i andra Chatterjee, the writer pfthe famous
novel A?rzzlsgnmg?h had given bgautiful illl.Jstratlonsd of r:::g;z
worshipping by the early nglcs. Bankim Ctha':h ;an wrot
about this phenomenon in his essays and no g'.l he novels
But the modern religion has }ravelled alongdis kol
had developed an abstract philosophy of the supre

that is called God.

So the transformation occurs to a people who make
roaress - a social evolution. The Jute, the Angles, the
gax%ns and the uncivilised Britons all were the tribal ances-
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tors of a great and proud people called the English whose
language we use for communication. T

The Karbis of the nineties have ma i
progress even to discuss and articulate on Adrgcls: gftllezt
The way they organise political rallies, issue pamphlets anci
galvamsg th_eir youth is the clear indication that the Karbis
of the nineties are a different Proposition and they are

coming out of th ibali i
bl ;?le. e shell of tribalism and making progress as

. We have also noticed that the i
this region belong to certain religion. In
acertain strong ‘we’ feeling is develo
from ‘they’. The NSCN (IM) openly de

nsurgents active in
the sociolegical tem,
Ped which is different

The excessive displa . .

‘ ; A Y of tribalism by different
gr °;’psh.""r?“'g ::ffg;a very chaotic situation in the north-
east which ¢ cOngenial for development. Every
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cultural entity is a beauty in its own place and tribal cultures
are unique. The Karbi ceremony of Chomangkan, a death
ritual reminds me of our own ceremony and it is found that
there is good deal of similarity. But the excesses in money
spending would take away the beauty inherent in it. The
ritual could be modernised in the light of vast changes
occurring around. But when a tribal culture is an exercise
for staticity, it not only stops its own development but a
complex emerges in mind which sees dangers from others.
Violence is often the manifestations of such complex which
rises in scale in the mind of a tribal people for a long time.

Yet, | do not associate ritual performance by a tribal
group with their backwardness and actually it is not. But
when it stops communicating with the greater process of
evolution, it really becomes backwardness. In our country,
the system evaluation is not undertaken with seriousness.
When we talk about globalisation, we cannot speak in terms
of contraction. In Assam, there is a campaign for contraction
all around. When we say globalisation, we mean
globalisation of ideas.

The Karbis with their recent spurt of activities, can
steal a march over all others through very genuine
involvement in welfarism. It must be well understood that
Karbi Anglong with its vast plain lands may invite settlers
who may prefer wet cultivation. Gradual upgrading of their
mode of cultivation may take them a long way in the scale
of social development. The traditional jauming method
does not yield more than the subsistence level. Agriculture
in the long years to come will be the main profession but

the improvisation is necessary.
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DEVELOPMENT UNDERSCORED

o The dicttionary meaning of the word development is
bring to maturity, elaborate, bring forth, bring out, evolve'.
ngelopment is a conscious effort to improve the condition.
It. is a comparative term. Unless we know the previous
situation, the latter ‘development’ cannot be measured and

ascgrt'alned. Deve:lopf'nent, again, is an interactive term
and itis not occurring in isolation.

Again the material develo ivided i
| pment can be divided into
:cjwo categories - qeyelopment in the ‘core’ and the
evelopment which is inessentia| and transient. When we
say the development in the core, we mean the most
Important aspects of a socjety and their development. We
fy that as food, shelter, cloth,

education, communication
s ’ Water SuU i N
These will touch People at their roots. PPly and irrigation.

impingzler; ?inl:mb:lhe "y, the development in the ‘core’
cense, the develoﬁrﬁzgﬂﬁ tshtraditional way of life. In a
tradifcipna!ism and in practica? cr:z?mld?t?c?ns Z lsggg c:jse? t(:‘
sacrifice is necessary. In the modern wo?ld th-eaf ot
mteractlon' is byeakmg up the barrier of such in eriia "js as
upto the mid-nineteenth century was closed to the o.ut:' gan.
and the outside ideas but in the twentieth century, d:leetrz

worthwhile interaction : )
world. S, she is a vibrant economy in the

Coming back to the closer f

X ocus of the north-east,
a process has started but it is not g, ‘industrica)ll gr(ce):ih

process’ attached to productivity byt 5 consumerism deve-
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loped on imitation is increasingly becoming an order here.
When we talk of the development in the core, we mean an
earnest attempt at the base of productivity in the real terms.
When we convey the message of tribalism in the north-east,
we mean some sort of protectionism not related to
marketable surplus from production. This will be, in actual
circumstances, a sense of dependence on the part of the
people. '

Diphu as an urban habitat was started around 1951
and after a few decades of ‘teething’ time, now has become
a middle ranging town with some facilities. Naturally, a good
section of tribal people had moved to the town for
settlement. They have a level of expectations in material
terms. The urban conditions are not dissociated from the
sprawling rural setting which really ‘produce’ and feed a
town. It is a relationship or in more specific terms, a

partnership.

The production, particularly in the field of agriculture
is to be increased which, in fact, touches people at heart in
the rural area. The crafts of different nature which give
marketable surplus should be encouraged and an idea of
self-reliance should be propagated. In our younger days,
we saw the Khasi carpenters, masons, vegetable and fish
settlers and large number of other people engaged in
commercial activities in the town of Shillong and they were
sufficiently skilled in their business and those were the days,
the concept of tribal and non tribal was not fully developed

and the society was still interactive.

In a corrosive way, the sense of dependence is
entering into the psyche of the Khasipeople who were
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vibrant and industrious people and were known for their
skill and craftmanship. Comparatively speaking, the Karbis
of Karbi Anglong are a modern society and in the field of
political and economic arena, they are new and it is to be
understood clearly that unless the whole political system is
not production-based, there is no hope of survival in the
hostile setting around us,

Inthe north-east, extortion and dacoity are the major
industries which do not have any relationship with
production. How this situation has come to such a pass,
we do not pay much attention to, Why do a large number of
insurgent groups have become violence prone and
extortionists. ? The alienation of the tribal people has
travelled from the concept itself. Insurgency barring a real

flooded the tribal homes in the north-east. There is also
‘Maruti Revolution’ - the Purchase of cars by the elites in
the hill headquarters, The diversion of ‘development’ money
for so-called consumerigm has hit the mind of the people
in the tribal areas. It has affecteq the mind of the non tribals
too in the plains but there we haye wider production base.

In t_he end, like Harolq Laski who wanted the concept
of sovereignty 10 be surrengerey | want the division of
human group into tribal ang non tribal should be surrendered
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and replace them by the word ‘People’ only.
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THE PROBLEM OF TRIBAL TRADITION AND
IDENTITY IN ASSAM

K.C.Mahanta

ABSTRACT

that wesﬁe:i?;:'e e beginning of the fifties of the twentieth century
Ization and urbanization began to appear in the North-

east i i
s ;:;: t;eegr:tt;i ?ln ; SI:tl})lstantlal Sf:ale. Under the impact of the neo-
& North-east India since 1950, the tribesmen of both

the hill ;
chanlgez a;‘: :Jh.:lgﬁms of Assam have been experiencing myriads of
by the non-tnt ents of culture are being borne i i i

> non-tribal into this region

upcountry immi
country who are perman:y Immigrants from the heartland of the
Nt and/or semi-permanent settlers in the

North-east. Th .

and aesthetic l?fs‘:-l\::lve verily changed the age-old traditional material

the administrative f:ﬁs of the tribesmen of Assam, notwithstanding
owing of Nehru’s five fundamental principles

concerning socio-political d. X X
that over the last fifty year :%:)1: :(r)xt? the tribesmen, It has been noted

the tribesmen so heavil 0 forces of change are working on
. y that triba] ident:
in tact over the next fifty y:tars 2: ls Identity could hardly be kept

dissemination of scientific 0 in the context of the global
an . .
of life. d technological innovations in all walks

INTRODUCTION

In Assam there are trib

the plains. Most tribal habitg esmen both in the hills anc

ts are located in the most
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inaccessible, remotest regions being situated far off from
the din and bustle of urban complexes. Itis a fact that the
Assam tribesmen both in the hills and the plains have lived
age-old isolated life ; they never in the history of their
habitations felt the need of having thorough transport and
communication in their own locality. Nowhere in the tribal
land the notion of distance and remoteness baffled a tribal
mind. Distance or remoteness was structurally considered
to be a part of the way of life. Since known historical times
each sedentary tribal group hgs lived the isolated self-
content subsistence pattern of life within the periphery of
its own little tradition (Redfield, 1941). Such an isolated
age-old secluded life, in the course of its long history of
existence, had had occasional contacts for some dire
material needs to be fulfilled with the nearest centre of urban
life where abounded centres of great tradition (Redfield,
1955). The occasional interaction between a little and a
great tradition, eventually get established as a perpetual
phenomenon, the former receiving feed-back from the
latter. In the process, the little tradition borne by the
tribesmen, get enriched and redefined as a result of
protracted contact with the Assamese, the non-tribal
bearers of great traditions. Notwithstanding the occasional
casual interaction between these two distinct groups of
people, the tribal folks did never lose their cultural ethos
and have since maintained their socio-cultural life in a
steady form, with little metamorphosis over hundreds of
generations till recent years. The tribesmen of Assam
consistently manifestan almost obsessional adherence to
the norms, practices and patterns. It can reasonably be
asserted that tribal norms and patterns die hard, and the
tribal life gets very much characterised by a good deal of
consistency, stability and immutability. These features are
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IEZ??Z:;‘;?,? social life through highly effective kinship bond
attachment asn:Vef saturated with emotional feeling of
unforeseen e a sense of d}%pendability in the face of most
ol s ventualities of life. Kinship relationships ramify

pects of socio-cultural life - material, spiritual and

aesthetic-binding indivi :
fellow-fesling, 9 individuals in an unbreakable bond of

TRIBAL TRADITION

A socio-historical

community shows that itsperspectiVe In the life of a tribal

. . C .
kinship system of the c Onfidence in the efficacy of the
responsibility intrinsic i OMMunity, Th ' joint
ICInthe inshi - 1he notion of jo
great safety valve at the time Offaci P relationships acts as @

INg unforeseen eventuality
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or life-crises.

The aforesaid general characteristics are clearly
manifest in the behaviour patterns of the tribal groups of
Assam. Being aloof and geographically isolated as they
lived till practically mid-fifties of the twentieth century, the
tribesmen build up and nourish the community as the most
dependable and reliable supportn life. An individual outside
the periphery of the community is an anathema and is never
worth living his or her life. It provides a person with ground
for internalizing the behavioural patterns - the social norms
- as a member of the community. These are jealously
guarded and most assiduously preserved. Folklores and
folktales get built up around the traditional norms, their
effectiveness and impact on the society are greatly admired
and great social values aré assigned to them holding them
in great esteem. Not unoften verses, songs and ballads are
composed depicting the glorious and heroic exploits of the
clan-heros who are not infrequently elevated to the status of
mythical beings with superhuman qualities. Protracted
internalized norms that are perpetually practised and
followed are invariably given an aura of sacred heritage
hallowed by the names of the ancestors. Any deviation from
the established norms tinged with the sacrosanct memory
of the lamented forefathers are fraught with grave misfortune

or adversity in the family.

TRIBAL AND NON-TRIBAL HABITATIONS

In Assam since long before the advent of
d urbanization, the tribesmen used to have

westernization an . i
to non-tribal behavioural

differential degree of exposure
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pgttems and customs and material components. The Assam
trlbgsmen, irrespective of their abode in the hills or the
plains, were exposed first and foremost to the non tribal
Assamese people inhabiting the sprawling Brahmaputra
valley. The two groups of people, namely the non tribals of
the Brahmaputra valley and the tribesmen of the hills and
the plains of Assam, have had since dim historical past
?;'r own distinctive ways and means and norms of conduct,
b;ﬁee:c'"g ";Speegh, food-habits, economic pursuits, ritual
aesthz ?n practnqes and va_rious other socio-political and
the Iailc Wtays of life. The tribal people living in the plains,
freCISenEc1  tribals, have had, however, easier and more
hm_dWe";cc‘:?; tothe Assamese plains-dwelling than the
and em irigc '|'l esmen had. But on historical perspective
Assamgse Zns;u:lhy, t ‘-}0uld be well understood that the
distance in af © tribesmen maintained a marked

I sorts of soci
: cio-cul : . .
occasional exceptions. 5 tural relationships, barring

as the li

grouSshr']gitlarT::/r;c:haeT(’ng the various ethno-linguistic
cementing social bon ds‘ji% Provided impediments at
adoption and practice of diye from the language barrier.

out livelihood and following of . V2YS and means to eke

: . Varietj ! .
beliefs and practices have "irtunet'es of aesthetic and ritual

ally kept the two groups of
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people quite emotionally distinct and separate with little
interaction between them for hundreds of generations.

Materially and intellectually relatively advanced non
tribal Assamese people of the valley as being precursors
and torch-bearers of sophisticated advanced life-ways in
Assam were obsessed with a notion of superiority in relation
to the followers of the ‘lowly’ ways of life, that is, the tribal
ways. The notion of superiority in the behavioural ways on
the part of the non tribal Assamese people has since been
acting as a hiatus between the tribal and non tribal folks in

Assam.

Notwithstanding the aforesaid socio-cultural
barricades and disparity inhibiting emotional integration
and interaction between the tribal and non tribal groups of
people, occasions in the past were not lacking for transient
get-together and exchange of news, views and goods and
services. Regular weekly markets in the neighbourhood of
a cluster of Assamese villages were the only forum for get-
together and it served as a means of communication
between the tribal and the non tribal Assamese folks. These
markets used to provide the two groups of people with
opportunities for interpersonal communication and for
selling and buying or exchanging of household goods and
agricultural produces. Tribal men and women were regular
visitors to the weekly markets in the plains with their home-
grown saleable produces. And on their way back home,
they would buy scarcé goods like salt, match boxes,
kerosene oil, mill-made clothes, glass wares and glass
beads and cosmetics, etc. The markets thus served as the
most regularly haunted ground for transient but important
social interaction once inaweek since dim remote past.
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Ethno-social history of the people of Assam speaks
eloquently of these weekly get-togethers as occasions for
binding on everlasting social friendship, at times not
excluding the ritual friendship or the classic concept of being
Shakha between a tribal and a non tribal individual.

ENCULTURATION AT WORK

In the context of the above delineation, it is pertinent
to assess the tribesmen’s attitude to their socio-cultural ways
of life that has in recent years come under the vortex of
fqrmidable forces from outlandish sources. Present day
tn!aal cultures, however isolated and remotely situated they
mlght bg, are constantly subject to on-coming stresses and
strains in the form of myriads of alien norms, practices and
ways 9f life that are invariably accompanied with numerous
material gadget§ with extraordinary devices for manipulation
and Iabpur saving utility. These material components that
are available with utmost ease from international markets
serve as the source of aesthetic pleasure and comfortable
life-ways at minimal effort. Thege having had universal
appeal and acceptability have achieved naturally
spontaneous entry into the households of the tribesmen of
Assam over the last few decadeg, Apart from the outlandish
material components, one can visyalize unprecedented
development spurtin many other socio-cultural aspects of
life. The structural change in the Assam tribal cultures come
to the forefront, when one ponders over the ind igenous tribal
concepts of distance and time_ |, the classical pre-

development days, these concepts were the part of the total
life, whereas presently these are conceived of as having
distinct separate entl§y and valye, ang accordingly in tune
with the changed notion, the work-nom gets re-adjusted
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and mobilized. Also the concept of value in the in-put of
human physical labour has diminished, but it has come to
be enhanced with the addition of man’s intellectual
propensity and contents. The list of in-coming material
wealth and intellectual contents that have reached and
influenced all sections of population everywhere not
excluding the tribesmen of Assam, can well be lengthened
to comprehend the enormity of the unprecedented spurt of
the formidable outlandish discordant forces in the form of
industrialization and urbanization and westernization. In
Assam, these have penetrated every nook and corner of
the society, including the age-old secluded and isolated
tribal population. People of the first and second ascending
generations in the tribal societies of Assam in their prime
of life had never been accustomed to witnessing such
unprecedented development dash in every aspect of socio-

cultural life.

Presently, with the acquisition of new mostly alien
material goods and adoption of heterogeneous modes,
practices and norms of life, inevitably there has ushered in

" agood deal of metamorphoses in the age-old traditional

ways and means of life. Empirical observations in the
Assam tribal life have shown that traditional tribal family,
marriage and kinship systems and ritual patterns and
belief-system, etc., among various tribes and communities
are undergoing steady modifications over the last few
decades under the impact of the modern west-oriented
forces. It might be noted that metamorphoses in the
material and aesthetic behavioural patterns of the
tribesmen of Assam have come about relatively rapidly in
the post-1950 decades compared to the earlier years,
thanks to the recent development of transportation and
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communication in the international as well as national
spheres. Apart from the changes in the social norms and
practices, cultural and age-old practices have manifested
large-scale changes. Primitive hunting and gathering as
means of subsistence livelihood have diminished, and
intensive production methods are being widely resorted to
in the recent years. Other domestic practices like weaving,
dress and personal decoration patterns, cooking methods,
house-building material-cum-process, agricultural
practices, etc., have also manifested changes, and new
methods and practices are being resorted to by the plain
and hill dwelling tribesmen of Assam.

The recent development in the means of

transportation and Communication has resulted in great

mobility of men and material, concepts and ideologies,
norms and values into the tribal habitations. Influx of non
tnbal.traders. businessmen, industrialists and skilled and
unskl'lled labourers and a host of various other workers has
considerably metamorphoseq the indigenous tribals’

psyche concerning their obsessional att i
_ achment with the
place of birth and pursuit of Primitive vocations.

. PPearance and be replaced by
modern west oriented neg. gy pyre compfexes. In
consonance with this belief, however, so far the tribesmen

» Or been swept away wholly by,
neo-culture components. On the contrarz, the i¥1digenous

tribesmen’s choice is still a determining one. A good many
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neo-element is despised and hardly finds any access |r!to
the tribal community life. People’s choice still has its
exclusive role and it is this that sifts the ones acceptable
from amidst the despicable or the detestable.

NEHRU’S PRINCIPLES OF TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT

Notwithstanding the peopleis incompatibility to
certain norms and patterns of in-comlqg culture elemgqts,
on account of these being highly fgrmldable and rr]oblllty-
prone, it was feared that the trlba! cu‘ltures _mlght be
overwhelmed and swayed by the alien in-coming ones.
More specifically, around the very on-.set of the gecond half
of the twentieth century, appreheqsnons ran hlgh th.at the
Assamese, the dominant non tribal community in the
Brahmaputra valley, would eventyally overwhelm and ler:jg.ulf
the primitive satellite groups of tnbes.men..l.n the pan-Indian
context, the Assam tribesmen’s socuo-poI!tlcaI position )g:'s
thought to be volatile and vulnerable, and liable 'Eo be qui 36
battered and vanquished. Thg portent of swalloyvmg up gmat
isolated groups of tribesmen by the pan-lndlgn d%l?lr;an
immigrants or neo-settlers was indeed alarming. The ezr
from this ominous eventuality was.needed tobe assuaé;veb .
In this context it is worth refgrflng to thg Forewor: . dy
Jawaharial Nehru, the Prime Minister of India at the pelnq ,
to the second edition of Philosophy For _NEFA by V.E ;de.
With regard to the tribal problems in India, Nehru evolve
five fundamental principles for tribal development which he

mentioned in the Foreword.

inci follows
five fundamental principles are as .
(1) Pe-crnl;elae lshould develop along the lines pf their own
genius and we should avoid imposing anything on them.
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(2) Tribal rights in land and forests should be respected.
(3) We should try to train and build up a team of theirown
people to do the work of administration and development.
Some technical personnel from outside will, no doubt, be
needed, especially at the beginning. But we should avoid
introducing too many outsiders into tribal territory.

(4) We should not overadminister these areas or
overwhelm them with multiplicity of schemes. We should
rather work through and not in rivalry to, their own social
and cultural institution.

(5) We should judge results, not by statistics or the amount

of money spent, but by the quality of human character
that is evolved.

- The scrupulous adherence to these fundamental
principles of Nehru over the Iast several decades have
preserved the tribals’ inherent basic rights and interests and
saved them from ruthless exploitation by neo-settlers,
traders and usurious money-lenders. At the same time over
the years, norms for tribal administration have been
follqwed as to enable the tribesmen to develop their own
genius. Over the last half a century, tribals have nowhere
been overwhelmed in Assam nor is there any trace of

decline of the tribal inherent ethos th
anks to the scrupulous
observance and following of Nehru's principles.

. This, howeve.r, does not mean that tribal societies
in Assam have remaineq steady and unchanged. Myriads

of changes that have occurreq both i the material as well
as non-material life-aspects, as noteq in the foregoing

pages, hgve virtually enriched the quality of tribal life, refined
the traditional methods and pragtices and jast but not the
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least, widened the area of exploitatipn of the livelihpod
means of the people. Development in tc.arm of acquired
material components and improveu:ner:nt in the systgm of
roads, transportations and communications, era_dlcatlon of
erstwhile infectious killer diseases have cumulatlvely mgde
present day tribal life more comfortable gnd aspiration-
prone than life in the first half of the twentieth cgntury. By
and large the improvements have come about wnthqut any
perceptible erosion in the tribal traditional ethos of life.

CONCLUSION

In the context of the aforesaid observations on

" tribesmen’s socio-ethnic existence in Assam, it is

i nderstand if the newly acqui.red: hlgt?ly
‘c,ivizrptg::tlg ?n::el:ial elements of culture in comblr!atlon Wlt,h
the new ways and means of Iife-would keep the tnbesr::;—:‘trli1 s
socio-ethnic identity unaltereq in course of t{mg. Ccr:,g ! e
aforementioned Nehru's principles be effective in shielding

the tribesmen’s basic identity in tact ?

| enculturating forces that are pre_sently
swayingl\(z:tc))?ld-wide are indeed formidable spam:(gt; n?
indigenous culture of the world on a small or large exten f
These forces emanate from the pr_len_omina. ot
industrialization, westernization aqd urbamzatuon.wgatms
these in-coming phenomena,'surwval of any non-Wes el:n
cultural identity, in view of multiple el_ements constnut!ng the
culture, is somewhat more vqlatlle and susceptublet to
changé, being loosely or wegkly integrated than a non-tribal
one. A non-tribal culture as |.t generally becomes bas_ed on
protracted history behind it, it turns out to be more resistant
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and less resilient than a tribal culture. A non-tribal culture,
therefore, can relatively withstand the external onslaughts
compared to a highly volatile tribal culture.

Further in the face of the non-traditional alien
advancing elements of culture intruding into the land of the
Assam tribesmen over the last few decades, the geo-
physiographic and bio-socio-cultural environments have
deformed considerably necessitating a good deal of re-
adjustment of the pristine traditional triba| life-ways. In the
wake of continuous re-adjustment, in almost all aspects of
traditional life patterns, there would inevitably be ever more
Increasing inflow of alien elements without any respite.
Under the rapidity of inflowing forces, hardly could the
optimum level of absorption ang imbibition of the alien

elements be determinable. Under such emerging
Circumstances, over prolonged

ofthe present day and forthcommg
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TRIBAL TRADITIONS, DEVELOPMENT AND
TRIBAL IDENTITY

Dilip Kumar Kalita

ABSTRACT

In this paper, the concepts “tradition” anc.i f‘de;yelo;:ment” are
tried to be explained. The relations between “h‘:cu.imgn and ‘folk!ore
and between “little tradition” and “great.tradltlon are.also pqmted
out. The traditions of a nation and a tribe are also dlff.erentlated.
Tradition has been viewed here in the tribal context T{m I.nbes .do not
differentiate between “little” and “great” traditions vynthm their own
fold. Moreover, tribal traditions are sacred to th.e tribe a.lc.me. They
are hardly shared by others. In the past some tribal tradlt.lons were
absorbed into the “great traditions” of the Indian sub-cgqtm:nt. The
tribes also have absorbed materials of the “great tradition”. It h:zls
been pointed out in this paper that develop{n.ent takes atoll of ce{tam
traditions. So care should be taken that tra'dftlons are not totally wiped
out for the sake of development, as traditions are necessary for the
maintenance of identity of the tribes.

1. Tradition and development are two concepts which
apparently flourish at the cost of the other. This is more so
in the tribal scenario. Tradition and folklore are two very
closely related phenomena. Basgom (1.9.53) went to the
extent of saying that ‘all folklore is traditional but not all
traditions are folklore.’ On the contrary, Ben-Amos (1971)
maintained ‘some traditions are folklore, but not all folklore
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is traditional’. Whatever may be the proportion of tradition
in folklore or folklore in tradition, it is beyond doubt that
tradition and folklore are very close to each other. In tribal
societies this bond is observed to be more close than non
tribal societies. There are many reasons for this. A study of

the nature and scope of folklore will reveal that most of the
tribal traditions are folklore.

2. Folklore consists of oral literature, social folk
customs, material culture and performing folk arts (Dorson,
1972). Itis transmitted orally as accepted by most of the
folklorists. But there are folklorists who believe that it is

absorbed in the tribal cul

ures have ined at the level
of the folk, enriching the rémaine

folklore of the tribals.

3. __The term ‘great tradition’ denotes the pan-indian
traditions while the term ‘e tradition’ denotes the local
traditions which have fitie to o with the pan-Indian tradition.
These two terms are useq o synonyms for the terms
‘classical’ and ‘non-classjcgp also. If the tribals have a

within their own fold. ‘Intribal conteyt ot least one thing is
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less blurred : there are no ‘little traditions’ and no ‘great
traditions’ either’ (Handoo, 1989). The traditiops which the
tribals have, do not have any room for distinction between
great or little tradition within the same cultural fold. Yet some
traditions are viewed with more sacrednes; and are
religiously followed, while some are not. B_ut this does not
make any difference of validity of the traditions.

4. Though the terms ‘folklore’ and ‘tradition’ have been
used almost synonymously, we cannot gverlook‘ the t.qtal
mass of traditions and its independent existence. ‘Tradition

- refers to primarily materials only, to an unsystematic array

elements and features that have been ma.de
:\f/:illje:g;atlo a particular social group Fiuring alonger period
of time and in different contexts. This is the supply of cultural
items handed down by ancestors or offered to the group
from outside. Some of it has been adopted (and ,adapted)
whereas the rest has to be rejected by the group’ (Honko,

1988).

5. The traditions of a tribe and the traditiops ofa ngtion
have to be distinguished. Atribe as a “concep.t is associated
with a lower level of technology. A ?nbal society is marked
by its smaliness, its relative lsolatlop from other groups,
intimacy and communication among its own members with
customary modes of behaviour anq a strong sense of
belonging together, absence of stratification and formal

state structure’ (Sen, 1995).

i i he Indian nation, as we

. A nation, more particularly t ‘
Sre primarily concerned with the developmenjt of the hill
areas of Assam vis-a-vis the Indian sub-continent, as a

concept is best expressed in the maxim - ‘unity in diversity’.
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Diverse racial, cultural, religious, social and linguistic
components make the Indian nation. The Indian cultural
mosaic is inlaid with the multicoloured gems of various
cultures from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and the run of Kutch
tothe North-east. Yet there is one commonness : they share
the Indian ethos which can be termed as the ‘great tradition’.

7. Tribal traditions are sacred to the tribe alone. Attimes
itis seen that the tribes also share the ‘great tradition’. For
example, the Ramayana story is sung or told as tribal
versions by the Mizos of Mizoram, Khamptis of Arunachal
Pradesh, Karbis of Karbi Anglong, etc. But the reverse order
is hardly to be found to have taken place in the recent past.
Of course, it did take place in the remote past. For example,
the Vedas also incorporated triba beliefs, customs and
rituals. The Atharvaveda which consists mostly of charms
and incantations were things of the little tradition and
nurtured mostly by the tribals. But considering their popularity

tribal elements also in the Pan-Indian traditi i

ition. That is why
even the etymology of words like Karpj s attempted to be
traced back to Sanskrit Pragyata (Barua, 1972).
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9. Tribal traditions have undergone some amount of
change because of the onslaught of cpnte,m.pgfary
education, political systems, economic activities,
communications and the media. The education systerp of
the country has not been able to include the folk or tribal
learning and knowledge. There has always been a tendency
to discard whatever is folk or tribal for the saKe of
development. The system of agriculture, namely jhum
cultivation has been viewed as a deterrent for the ecology.
Of course, the jhum cycle, that is, keeping thg Jjhumland
fallow for eight to ten years after three consecutive years of
cultivation has been shown by many a scholar to be an eco-
friendly system. The political system has made provision
for autonomy but the tribal chieftainship has not bgep taken
into consideration thereby tuming of powgrful administrative
system into a mere socio-cultural institution. Complex trade
and commerce have jolted the age-old self-sufficient yalge—
based economy of the tribals. Transport apd communication
systems have opened up new vistqs which have mgde the
tribal identity ill at ease. The media h-ave _poured in pan-
Indian materials disproportionate to tribal life and lore.

10. New ideas, new amenities, new kngwlec_ige and
new lifestyle are the fruits of developmept which will take a
toll of some amount of tradition of any given culturg. .But_nf
for the sake of development the V\{h_ole o_f thg traqmon is
uprooted then it will create identity crisis which is detrimental
to the existence of variety of ethnicity.

11 In planning for development of the hill areas of
Assam this factor is to be taken into consideration. Much
barm has already been done to the identity of the tribals
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and their traditions through the process of development. If
planning is done on the basis of grass root level study of
various tribal traditions, a value-based developmental
programme can be chalked out which will usher in
development and yet retain the age-old traditions of the

tribals which will help in retaining the tribal identity for the
years to come.
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ROLE OF TRADITIONAL TRIBAL
INSTITUTIONS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE HILL AREAS OF ASSAM

Dharmeswar Duarah

ABSTRACT

A good number of hill tribes such as the Dima..sa, Ke.zr.bi,
Zeme Naga, Rengma Naga, Hmar and Kuki, etc., have been 11.1habntmg
the Hill Areas of Assam. Due to insufficient crops pro.dt.lctlon, non-
availability of marketing facilities, poor communication, illiteracy, poor
awareness about different developmental programmes tpey are left
behind in the darkness. Some traditional institutions are either day by
day dying down or acting in a retouche.d form. Traditional youth
organisations of different tribes are l}mdlﬁed and set up as modern
patterned youth clubs.The concerning government development
departments may execute the different welfare programmes through
the traditional institutions without harming the traditional socio-cultural

heritage of their own.

The Hill Areas of Assam consist of two districtg viz.,
North Cachar Hills and Karbi Anglong. This area is an
agricultural area par excellence and agriculture is the chief
occupation of the rural people. Not only her economy bgt
also her social and cultural pattems are determined by this
avocation. Many hill tribal communities like Dimasa, Karbi,
Zeme Naga, Kuki, Hmar, Hrangkhol,'B|ate, Vaiphei, etc.,
are living in the Hill Areas of Assam. With the march oftime,
this area is undergoing tremendous changes in |t§ naturg
and composition but the green hills, the rivers with their
enchanting courses keep alive the rich tradition, custom,

art, craft and culture.
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North C/;llxillaggs of the tribal people are either under the
Counci 1 ;{ Hills District Council or Karbi Anglong District
. Inthis way, t.hey areincluded in the District Council

Amo i
unang (rfl'lgetgz r?,'::,asag’ the village council consists of
Daulathu, Hapaj llok (Assistant Headman),

i . - NOWwadays an gt
"y years old is Selected ag Khunanc;v'?'f?: r:::{ ?: ?'\‘IZ

résponsible for perf tvillage headman)) who is
too old. In Dimasa il the duties of Khunang if he is
98 council position of Daulathu is

Daulathuis Hapa;
heads of the hc?lfslsei\%?o' ®IS electeq by vote of the male
ds of the village and his duration of

service is only for twg
numbers of Pharaj. They arres - In a village there are two

Habaisagao. The duyratj Promoted to the position of
two years. In a village tf:z_? O Service of a Pharai is also
village council. He is Seleit shouid be four Mantries in a

Daulathu, Habaisagao ang p by the Khunang, Dilok,

merit. effici ency and Wi"ingne s:’:ireu In consideration of their

four years. The assistants to the / a*:%::';:z °fﬁ ﬂg%’;’; ;s
calle -
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sebukhu. The tenure of service is not limited. Lastly, all the
married members of the village are the Jalairao, the lowest
rank in the Dimasa village council. On the other hand, the
unmarried youths do not belong to said council. The two
main functions of village organisation are executive and
judiciary. All development and organisable works are
included in the executive functions. On the contrary, the
maintenance of law and order in a village is the main function

of judiciary.

The youth dormitory Nodrang plays an important role
in the Dimasa society. During the young age, the boys and
girls are trained up for their prosperous future. In the youth
institution, all kinds of actvities are trained. Young boys and
girls do everything for the development of the society under
the leadership of Nagahoja and Malahoja respectively. As
like as other tribal people of the Hill Areas of Assam in every
village there is an organisation of the youths. For this, a
long house is made in the middle part of a village which is
known as Nodrang - the youth dormitory. In the evening all
the youths gather in this house, perform musical and dance
programmes and sleep there. All guests of other
communities are hosted in this house. All kinds of
community meetings and performance of cultural items are
also organised at the courtyard of the Nodrang. A big and
long log is placed in front of the house to sit on. This is
called Kamding. The strength of the youth organisation is
responsible for all round development of the Dimasa
society. The Nodrang is needed for the protection of the
people from any kind of dangerous situation created by
enemy or ferocious animals. The unity and goodwill among
the youths of the village are maintained only by the Nodrang.

From the long past, the youths of a village have been ready
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to fight against the foreign enemies i i
. . and ferocious wild
_ai\"r:lmals unitedly. Nowadays also this custom is continued.
T ey.also help and Co-operate with the villagers in cultivation
arriage and.harvestmg ceremony called Bisu or Busu,
:gv igtliikgft%!str;s‘sful circumstances, any other sociai

iling the land of an invalid, roofin

. , d the house
g i \em:l?:;;ni ;:c:::r;:nd of (tjheh boys’ leader Nagahojais
ys and the command of irls’
leader Malahoja is to be Theloads
obeyed by the girls. The leader
s:zo itra:kes care of t_he youths. Inthe field of dance and music
P n);bg musical instruments, art and crafts, cane anci
0 works, games and sports and social education

the Nodrang plays an i
lead equal freF:edy vl Im?onant role. Both boys and girls

In this way, they earn and

Hangsao-manaopg busy ahond atthe celebration of the

festival,

The Karbis of the N
important ethnic group, !l-"l':Ie Areas of Assam constitute an
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presides over the council. All the village disputes are settled
by the Mei. Moreover, it takes decisions if the village is to
be shifted to new jhum site. Village council distributes
jhum lands to the families of the village.

The bachelors’ dormitory of the Karbis is called
Farla or Jirkedam. On the other hand, where the bachelors’
dormitories are not existent, the youth clubs Risomars

serve more or less the same purpose.

The dormitory is constructed in a middle place of
the village. All the unmarried boys, above ten years of age
are the general members of the dormitory. They spend the
nights in this house. ‘The Farla or Jirkedam has 10 nos.
of office-bearers like Kleng Sarpo (King), Klengdun (Chief
Minister), Suderkethe (Commander), Sudersu (Prince
designate), Barlanpo (Surveyor), Motan Are and Motan
Arbe (Guides), Chengbruk Are and Chengbruk Arbe
{Small drum beaters), Than Are and Than Arbe
(Convenors), Me Apai (Fire keeper) and Lang Apai (Water

keeper)’ (Bordoloi, 1987 : 65).

The youth club consists of girl members also. All
boys office-bearers are assisted by the girls. A girl selected
as associate member is known as marpi. This title marpi
is added after the designation of a boy member. For female
member, the Klengsarpo will be known as Klengsarpo -a
-marpi. Like this, other titles also are added a-marpi.

Both boys and girls work in the jhum field. They
clear the jungle, burn the shrubs, till the soil with hoe or
w the seeds, harvest paddy and other

small spade, SO '
crops, bring the harvest to the dormitory, etc. The group
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also works for e i .
village head 2ch family. They are rained formally by the

In i :
endiand ég?tgr?"zmm erls-also take training of spinning
fich cultura herity NS, weaving loin looms, They carry the
dance practisedage through folk tale, folk song, music and
training inthe dq -rng their dormitory life. “The formal
the girls five W.rtrrr: tory is of three years duration, after which
dommitory trainine L2reNS OF get married, This type of
Society. The girls,g S not t‘{ be found nowadays in Karbi
Used to go to gcp :gemally Inurban and semi urban areas
society’ (Medhi 19 gél?%e%anng themselves for a modern

~ Inthe Karbi sgg;
grain bank cafjgq ;gzety Ofthe Karbi Anglong district, the

As an economje ; meiis a traditional institutio
. ¢ institysi aditional institution.
C0-Operation it he|pg thgmg??ae:, i:i)gsthe helpfulness and
The Zeme . . :
district of Assam Ilr\:aegas e in the North Cachar Hills
village council, Theo oery Zeme Naga village there is a
Matai (village h eadrma . Vers of this village council are
headman), Kadipj, ' an), Mataichopoo (Assistant
(priest) and village gy C-1°M), Paitinku or Tingkupoo
functions are perfol'rr?gje > All executive and judiciary
muitoi poy, by the village council called Hai

The boys’ dorm;
Hangchooki and therg;gg:rg ::T:!:e Zeme Nagas is called
tory is called Loochooki.
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All boys and girls of different clans may be the member of
these organisations. The members of the organisation are
called Kiangga. The leader of the boys is known as Hooli
a topa and the leader of the girls is called Hou momu
toupui. The youth dommitory is a long and big house. A family
also stays at the back side of the house. The head of this
family maintains the youths’ problems and takes care of
them. In this dormitory the boys take the education of art
and culture, handicraft, dance and music, cane and bamboo
works, cultivation and other activities of the future life. Co-
operatively the boys and girls help the villagers in the
cultivation, marriage ceremony, festivals, social service, etc.
They are also responsible for extending help and co-
operation towards the poor and the disabled persons.

Girls also take training of spinning and weaving,
dance and music, etc., in the girls’ dormitory. The
importance of Hangsooki and Loochooki for the

development of the society is remarkable.

Most of the Kuki tribal people live in the North Cachar
Hills district of Assam. In Kuki society the role of the village
headman is very important. He is called Haosa. Generally
the word Haosa means a wealthy person. Therefore, he is
the most important and honourable person. He distributes
the jhum land among the villagers for cultivation. He
maintains law and order situation in the village. He has the
power of justice and punishment Haosathaneina. In all
spheres of social life the Haosa plays an important role.
For his service, all families of the village offer a basketful of
paddy called Changsoo to him as an annual tax. Though
the Haosa has more power, he cannot be a dictator. He
has to take a decision after the discussion held with the
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elders of the village.

"eS of the village council like La/, Khawn

la ; .
etc. The village heag angva, Thirsy, Thiompu, Thiomruo,

) . man j;
him. He is assisteq by ISknown ag 1 5/ The elders select

mo
Khawn Baw/or ¢ hiahmar: gtha;: seven other officials called

selectthe jhum land ang it i diste o the Khawn Bawi

of the village. A little portion of tﬂté”;fé’diﬁ?&? .tshﬁf’;iﬂfi

mqs of social activities. -

Role of Traditional Tribal Institutions in the Development of .....73

the Lal which is called Busung. The Khawn Bawl/ also
receives a portion from the Busung which is known as
Jalen. The Publicity Officer is called Tlangsam or Tlangva
in Hmar community. Black-smithis called Thirsut. The priest
is known as Thiompu while the person having the spiritual
power is known as Thiommruo. All the members of the
village council are responsible for overall development of

the society.

Among the traditional customs of the Hrangkhol tribe
the village administration is mentionable. For all round
development of the village the village council takes many
active parts. The office-bearers of the village council are
Kalim (headman), Kabur (assistant headman), Parhuilak
(public relation officer) and Rultangba (youth leader), etc.

A portion of Biate community is inhabiting the North
Cachar Hills district of Assam. The tribe has also the village
council. It consists of some office-bearers like the village
headman Khuopu, Chief Officer Chiorkalim, Secretary of

Chief Officer Char, publicity officer Tlanva, etc. More or
less all these office-bearers of the Biate trib.e take charges
of different activities and responsibilities for the

development of the community.

In the North Cachar Hills district another tribe called
Vaiphei is found. This tribe has a village council which
consists of the office-bearers like village headman Khawpa,
the land-lord Hausapu or Inpipu, publicity officer
Thangsumpu, black-smith Thiksikpu, leader of the .hunting
force or military Tunpu, etc. The village council takes
initiative for the development of the village.
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Though the traditional tri

steps for all round development, in fact, the goal is yettobe

attained. The rural hill triba| People are predominantly
agriculturists. They use to cultivate with the age-old process
like jhuming. The production is not more than required.
Due to non-availability of sufficient agricultural produce, lack
of marketing network, inadequate communication facilities,
illiteracy of the people ang lack of awareness of
development Pregrammes, the triba| people have not been

able to march ahead. These problems need to be carefully
studied and necessary st

eps for development of the hill
tribes should be undertaken.
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TRIBES AND
CUSTOMARY LAWS OF THE HILLPMENT IN
[R RELATION TO DEVELO
THE THE HILL AREAS OF ASSAM

Jeuti Barooah

-Eastern
of the Hill States of North-Eas
i Thee?(z(;ﬁ:/e the same as any otl:ler. peorlyk‘al eosf at‘:g
o iyt he same human needs, asp[ratlons, (o) and
o the ealme faults and the same vnrt1.1e§. T'_I;nerkei r: =no
fe_'ars b thngjt where these people .dlffer isint eactices
o whare’ hey are governed by their laws and profdoiné
!:f: wrr‘:\rveetd:\)/,eloped their own outlook and ways

ey

things.

ulations and practices are the
i Custom:g(;;_::(sj, cr:::%es of condpct in a.parit:\cglua;
unvyntten " runit These acquire pubhq sqnctéon o
o e of iheir uninterrupted continuity. busrved Y
o ctic g niversal in character. They areo ie ved in
practnc_eg e uvage or civilized, illiterate or literate. ptihe
2 Some'tles - stomary rules and practlce§ are 0 be
e ‘cucontrast to the written or codified ruassed
understood lnublic conduct or constit.utlo.nal laws p
ge‘:;)rrt‘:ilnol:agislative bodies or organisations.
y

ic situation in the
i i round, the ethr‘uc si .

Wm" thlsi lrt,f<‘acl'(l:qhe simple societies qf the hill alreBaLst
o o lsjgeqss ény codified law for social c:t!:/t;osécial
d: nc|>1t ’(,e; pp:rennial customs supported by effect
they ha
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sanctions. Under the Provisions of the Sixth Schedule to
the Constitution of India, the Autonomous District Councils

societies in the lang of Meghala

: : ¥a, most societies in the
région are patriarchaj ang patril

ineal.

The system of rights o

_ Verland is closely connected
with agricultural practices. Th

© system where shifting cuiti-

i i .77
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vation prevails, will not be the same as that where
permanent cultivation is the rule.

Let us have anideato see t)ow the cu?tzm:‘% Ia;/::
and practices, prevailing in the Hill Areas o :: of'that
closely linked with the developmental proce o i

articular area - how these custorr!ary_ laws are cr:] oing
fhe entire social structure of each tribe including the sy:

of land tenure, inheritance and succession.

The autonomous hill districts of A;fsx?trln Scohn:ctiiltjtlj;etg
i isi f the Si c
i nce with the provisions o th S .
;:1 acc:i?r::t?tution of India, comprise the two gilstncts oz Ka:"rg:
A: long and North Cachar Hills. In the Karbi _Anglonlg ust i
£i"ndgthe major concentration of the Karl?ls. Qn t f_o her
hen :i the predominant tribe in the N.C:HII|S .dxstrlc ‘|Js e
hgn s a Kacharis. Moreover, various t.rlbes like thg e;n
Rgn Zz Rengma Nagas, Hmars, kans and Khasis, etc.,
aregals;J found to be permanent habitants.

is in Diphu subdivision do their shifting

Iti tliiir?r::i\:ir;lualﬁ/. Though selection of the hlltlnsllrtaeisr;
where ing is to be done, is made by the Gaonbur .

wherejh:{ ”l”I with the villagers, there the collective activity

oty Ioselec’cion of the broad region, the Karbi cultivator

choo Aﬁi(s own particular site, often far away from otherst;
:cr;ot(r)xz(tez,h:ﬂing cultivation plots are not adjacent to eac

other.

, [ tinued for 2/3 years
jvation in the same plot is contin
CUItt:I: t};:mia shifts to another site. He dqe§ not
| and theln eturn to his old plot, butevenif he qoes, itis n_ot
gzger:maa:t{err of rights. Anyone else may occupy it meanwhile
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and he cannot have any objection to it. The position,

therefore, is that no trace of right of use and occupancy is.

acquired in Diphu subdivision in any jhum plot. One of the
peculiarities of Karbi jhuming is that sometimes the whole
village shifts its homesteads to a different place, to pursue
the shifting cultivation. The old village disappears
completely. All this was possible in the past without much
difficulty, because the land was in plenty and population
was sparse. But with the increase of population, shifting
anywhere and everywhere without any restriction has been
destructive of natural vegetation. The jhum cycle is also
becoming shorter and shorter than before. Realising that
Jhuming is a wasteful method, the District Council, as early

as in 1954 passed the Mikir Hills District (Jhuming)
Regulation, 1954.

In order to stop their habit of shifting habitats and
also .to wean away people from shifting cultivation. the
Karbi Anglong District Council established a numbér of
model villages in the low lying hill slopes in the year 1963
Thus the jhumia families have been rehabilitated ir;
compact areas by providing homestead and cultivable land
and houses and other basic amenities. The Council has
alsg started several Integrated Jhumia Development
Projects to offer the scope for permanent cultivation. As a
consequence, the Karbi society has accepted the new

situation for a better socio-economic life in the changing
social milieu.

At the death of the fathe
by his sons, but not by his day
male issue, property will be inh
relative of his clan.

I, properties are inherited
gI?ters. In absence of any
erited by the nearest male
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: In the North Cachar Hills, the land of_ Dimasa vil!'ages
can be divided into three types viz., (i) the jhum land (i) the
dry land and (iii) the wet land.

The ownership of the wetland is permanent and the

" wet lands are taxable. Butthe jhumlands and the dry lands

are tax free. But they pay a house tax of Rs. 4/-per fqmily to
the District Council as authorised under the provisions of

the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution.

The paternal property which consists of mainly the
real estates is inherited by sons only. Dal_Jghters.have no
right to inherit the paternal property even if ’ghere is noson
in the family. Similarly sons can never inherit the matemnal
property even if there is no daughter in the family. Only the
common property is shared by the sons and daughters

equally.

The routine administration.of each village in Karb}
Anglong is run by the village council known to them as met.
Each council is presided overby a headrpan or Gaonl?ura
called Sarthe. The District Council recognizes the fuqctnons
and duties of the mei and does not interfere with the

customary rights and privileges of the community.

iis the primary unit of the Karbi traditional
instituti:: .eltn;zrfonns ?:levelopmentgl works for the benefit
of the village people. Itis also the trial court of the village.
Disputes arising out of land owner§h|p, ac!u|tery: t!\eﬂ, etc.,
are solved through it. Serious.dec.lswns.llke sh-lftmg of the
village to a new place or distribution of ]hun? sites among
the people are also taken up through the mei. But the fines.
imposed on the guilty person do notexceed Rs. 50/-.
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The mei has lost its original power in the present
day society. Nowadays, the villagers prefer to go to the law
courts instead of referring the disputes to the village council.

The traditional organisation of the Dimasa Kacharis
atthe village level is called Salis, the village council. In fact,
it is an organisation for village administration with
multifarious activities. The village council is headed by
Khunang - the traditional village headman who has both
executive and judiciary powers. His executive powers
consist mainly of giving guidance in respect of celebration
of community festivals in the village, while his judiciary
powers consist of trying of cases, maintenance of law and
order in the village, etc. The village council settles disputes
tries cases of thefts, incests, etc. No community function ir;

a Dimasa village can be perfo . !
approval of Khunang. periormed without the prior

But due to the s
0 1 pread of educati
deve:opmental activities in different aspects theoDnimaelgg
gegp ﬁ have now availed of the new avenues ;Jpportunities
nd changes for the betterment of the societ'y

Thus, i ,
us, if we analyse the administration of justice in

;:e(iiig;r:ei:sw%fe?lfsam’ one point that comes up again
pattern of administ er. time .has not arrived for a uniform
Pasam- plas o ?\ .ratlon of justice throughout the State of
th b rhils ? Answer is negative. Because firstly,
these areas are at different stages of development Ar;
indiscriminate application of civi| ang crir:inaelnléws

everywhere uniformi| .
.consequences. Y may bring about disastrous
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Secondly, as observed by J.N.Das, the concept of
justice itself is different in the hill areas and the principle of
compensation cannotbe replaced suddenly by the principle
of deterrence. On the other hand, the rates of compensation
may be enhanced and graded so that they become effective
as deterrent, too. Tribal penalties of to-day are not too harsh.
The scales of compensation are often too nominal.

The customary laws particularly those relating to
inheritance, marriage, etc., may be compiled and
consolidated and codified. Along with this more powers in
administration of justice may be given to the recognised
village authorities for the development of these hill areas.

But what constitutes development ? We generally
measure development in terms of statistical figures,
showing the growth rate in various terms. For any
development planning the most important requirement is
the availability of reliable data. But unfortunately such data

are not always available.

The term development has also come to acquire a
wide variety of meanings and interpretations in the hands
of economists and sociologists. For anthropology, as
defined by Prof. A.C. Bhagabati (1990 : 11), ‘the notion of
development goes beyond the economic and quantitative
changes. The quality of life, including cultural aspects and
emotional relationships should also come within the orbit
of the concept of development. By and large, this approach
to development has been ignored in the hill areas’.

The District Councils of KarbiAnglong and North
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Cachar Hills should come forward to incorporate this
approach for a meaningful development of the society as
awhole.

While concluding, | beg your permission to raise one
more issue relating to the development of the right to
development. A landmark event in the enunciation of new
human rights occurred when on 4 December, 1986 the
General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Right
to Development. In the words of Upendra Baxi, ‘on the
agenda of the states and peoples of the world still remains
the major historic task of finding concrete ways and means
to develop the rightto development'.

In this context, the conception of i
) the right to

development embraces the followi i i
ey owing crucial notions,

(1) the right of peoples to self-d inati

. T -determination, as
medar:lnq the ‘right frgely to develop their political status’
and to pursue their economic, social and cultural
development’

(i) their right to ‘full and co
. m .
all their wealth and natura| resourcepsl,’ete sovereignty over

(i) all fundamental rights, h :
> alfgts, human rights and funda-
mentgl freedom beln.g indivisible and intgerdepend:nt’
(1v) equal attention should be given to promotion and

rotection of all rights, civil. politi .
gultu cal ghts, cuvil, political, economic, social and

(v) equality of opportunity for development

It would not be irrelevg
i nt to mentj that
effective measures should be undertaken :gr;';ir; that

women have an active role in the developmental process-
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At this point, permit me to briefly place before you
the status of women prevailing in the hill areas of Karbi
Anglong. In the patriarchal system of family structure inthe
Karbi society, the women have more or less equal status
with men. Even after marriage, the bride retains her
surname. However, there are certain restrictions in respect
of women even in the present day society. For example, a
Karbi woman is not allowed to attend a village court for
any trial. In the community feast also the women are not
allowed to partake food along with men. Even in the
performance of community worship (Rongker) the
presence of women is taboo. But it has been observed
that gradually Karbi women have also been coming up to
accept the challenge of transition.

Lastly, regarding removal of obstacles to
development, we have to take steps to eliminate all
obstacles to development which arise from the failure to
respect rights and freedom - civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights. We are burdened with a duty to

remove these obstacles.
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THE SIXTH SCHEDULE AND THE IDENTITY
CRISIS OF THE KARBIS - A FEW
OBSERVATIONS

G.C. Sharma Thakur

ABSTRACT

. The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India provides
various protective and preventive measures to the hill tribes of Karbi
Anglong district ensuring preservation of tribal characteristics in tact
while bringing the tribal people to the level of development of other
advanced sections. To fulfill this aim a selfrule mechanism designated
as Autonomous District Council has been approved so that appropriate
measures can be taken to check evil effects of assimilation and
acculturation. But in spite of these constitutional safegnards, the Karbis
over the years are apprehensive of losing their identity caused due to
large-s?ale fraudulent occupation of land by the migrants mostly

migrant people to clear jungle and cultivae the lands. Officially the
lands ar ein tf_le names of the local Karbis but the lion’s share of the
producfe 15 enjoyed by the migrant settlers. Mere passing of rules will
Pot relieve the Karbis from the clutches of the migrants. The Karbis
in the rural areas sl.lould be motivated to realise the seriousness of
the problem. The. PlStrict Council should make an indepth survey of
the indebted famxllc?s and chalk out plans to relieve the villagers from
the clutch of the migrants,

The paper has been divided into two parts viz., the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India and the identity
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crisis of the Karbis. The Sixth Schedule guarantees all kinds
of protection to the hill tribes and identity crisis emerges
due to the illegal and fraudulent action of the trespassers
and the inaction or lack of appropriate measures on the
part of the powers that be. To study the problem in true
perspective a peep into the background of the formation of
the special protective measures under the Sixth Schedule

is relevant.

A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE SIXTH SCHEDULE

The special treatment of the hill communities dates
back to the sixties of the 18th century when the East India
Company was entrusted with the superintendence of all laws
and the collection of all revenues. The North East region
was brought under the British supervision in matters of trade
and commerce. Because of the rich natural resources the
region attracted the special attention of the British authorities
of Bengal particularly from the date of grant of the Dewani
of Bengal to Robert Clive in 1765. Captain David Scott was
sent to the Garo Hills in 1815 who submitted his report in
1816. As per the report the Governor General in Council
appointed a Civil Commissioner of North East Rongpur.
Regulation X of 1822 was passed for administration of the
areas of North Eastern India. The Government of India Act
1833 and Government of India Act 1835 under the British
East India Company passed laws effecting these areas.
The Government of India Act 1870 extended the jurisdiction
to the Assam Valley, Hill districts and Cachar.

The Scheduled Districts Act was passed in 1874
and a Chief Commissioner was appointed for Assam in
that year. In fact, the ‘Scheduled Districts’ Act may be
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treated as mother of the Sixth Schedule as special
administration was recommended under the Act for ‘those
remote or backward tracts of provinces of British India which
had never been brought within or had from time to time
been removed from the operation of the general acts and
regulations and jurisdiction of ordinary courts’. The Chief
Commissioner of Assam was empowered to exclude any
part of ‘Scheduled Districts’ from the operation of the Act.
Lateron, in 1918 the Montagu -Chelmsford Report opined
that ‘there was no material on which to found political
institutions’(Tupper). The Government of India Act 1919
incorporated the recommendations of the said Report and
empowered the Governor General in Council to declare
any territory in British India to be a Backward Tract under
Section 52 A(2) of the Act. As per the provisions of the Act

the Governor General in Council declared the following tribal
areas as ‘Backward Tracts’

1. The Garo Hills District
2. The British portion of the Khasi and Jayantia Hills
District other than the Shillong Municipality
. The Mikir Hills (in Nowgong and Sibsagar
districts)
- The North Cachar Hilis (in Cachar district)
. The Naga Hills District
The Lushaj Hills District
The Sadiya F rontier Tract
. The Balipara Frontier Tract
The Lakhimpur Frontier Tract

~ The Sixth Schedule was enacted to administer these
territories. These Were non Regulation areas and were
brought under simplified jujcigy and administrative proce-

w
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dures of a special law. This special treatment continued till
passing of the 1935 Act. The tribal people of these areas
enjoyed security of land freedom to maintain traditional life
and culture and customary practices. However, some
changes were made in the Government of India Act 1935
and accordingly these areas were designated as Excluded
and Partially Excluded Areas. The Mikir Hills were brought
under Partially Excluded Areas as the Mikir Hills in Nowgong
and Sibsagar districts contained sizable non tribal people.
The administration of these Partially Excluded Areas was
vested in the Council of Ministers subject, however, to the
Governor exercises his individual judgment. This
arrangement of provincial Government continued till 1937.
The Cabinet Mission 1946 recommended special attention
for these areas in the Constituent Assembly.

After independence special provisions were made
under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution for the
administration of the tribal areas as per recommendation
of the North East Frontier Tribal and Excluded Areas Sub
Committee of the Constituent Assembly of India. The
committee favoured autonomous administration enabling
the hill tribes to maintain their traditional socio-religious
beliefs and practices, customs and traditions and modes
and morals as these are distinct traits of their culture and
preservation of these traits will enhance national interest.
Besides, the autonomous system would protect the tribals
from exploitation of the people from advanced areas. The
assimilation process was considereq to be detrimental to
the national integrity and unity. ltwas mtendgd to bring the
simple, unsophisticated tribals to the mainstream in a
gradual process. Development programmes should be
implemented in these areas in such a manner sothat the
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tribal people should feel pride to become citizens of India.

FEAR OF IDENTITY CRISIS

The above historical background pointedly indicates
that the hill tribes including Karbis have Constitutional Rights
to preserve their special status and the District Council of
the Karbi Anglong district executes various Acts and Rules
to preserve the Karbi identity unimpaired. But in spite of
the Acts and Rules, the problem of alienation of tribal land
and indebtedness continues, although in a disguised form.
The District Council enacted the Mikir Hills District (Transfer
of Land) Act 1959 and Regulation of Money Lenders Act
1953 prohibiting transfer of land by way of sale, lease,
mortgage, etc., to non tribals but surreptitious transfer and
lease of land is continuing. There is not much problem in
respect of jhum lands as there is community ownership of
such lands and authority of the Village Council still prevails.
But the problem arises when the villagers have switched
over to wet paddy cultivation and the District Council too,
allowed individual ownership in the lands where permanent
Cultivation is practised. It is trye the ownership remains with
the Karbis but the actug| tillers are non Karbis and the lion’s
share of.the Produce is enjoyed by the non Karbis. Initially
the Karbi owners welcomeq the non Karbis particularly the
East Bengal refugees to perform the difficult job of clearing
the jungles, tilling the lands ang they maintained a cordial

The problem of identity crisis may be discussed in
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the light of similar crisis in the plains dis_tricts of Assam
where a six year movement to drive out the illegal foreigners
was taking place ultimately leading to th.e famous Assam
Accord of August, 1985. In fact, the Karbi problem of today
is, by and large, the offshoot of the problem of mﬁltra.tors
in the plains of Assam and in this backdrqp an analysis of
the influx of foreigners problem of Assam is relevant here.

The influx of foreign nationals, particularly East
Pakistani settlers dates back to the year ‘.1931 when 8 lakh
immigrants came to settle in the plalr!s districts of Assqm,
then a part of British India. These immigrants had occupied
government land as well as lands belon_gmg to tl.1e
indigenous people. Initially the local people did not resist
much as there was enough lands but when .the flow of
immigrants continued and large-scale occupation of lands
of indigenous people took place, there was unrest among
the local people. Conflicts took place between the local
people and the immigrant settlers. The‘ gpvemment r’lad to
intervene and in 1920 the' famous ‘Line Sy§tem was
introduced in Nowgong distnct..lt may be men.tlor.led here
that a sizable portion of erstwhile Nowggng district came
under the jurisdiction of the present Karbi Anglopg district.
According to the Line Sygterp boundaries were
demarcated beyond which the immigrants were forbidden
to have any possession of Iangi. Tr.le system had_not much
tangible effect as the lands of |mmlgranft settlers increased
substantially from 481 thousand acres in 1930-31to 5967
acres in 1940. There was furthgr increase of the lands of
immigrant settlers and the figures touched 14,669
thousand acres in two decades i.e. 1930-50 in the Assam

Valley region.
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The problem of losing Karbi ide
well protected umbrella of the
viewed from the immigration of t
particularly Bodo Kacharis wh
Anglong district after independ
permanently. Of late, the Bodo
hill tribal status under the Sixth
has been taken up by the Bodo |
along with their demand for Bo
of the plains districts of Assa
Sixth Schedule statys for th
Anglong district. As per 197

Bodo Kacharis in Karbi Anglong district spread over four

Police Station areas viz., Baithalangso (3,922), Howraghat
(18,953), Bokajan (127) and Diphu (5,263).

ntity even under the
Sixth Schedule may be
ribal people from Assam,
0 migrated to the Karbi
ence and began to settle
Kacharis are demanding
Schedule and the mattter
eaders of the plains districts
do land. The Bodo leaders
m are also insisting on the

1 Census there are 28,265

The abnormal decennial growth rate of population

in Karbi Anglong district is causing much anxiety among

the Karbis. The growth rate of population of Assam and

Karbi Anglong district has been shown in a tabular form
below:

TABLE
Growth rate of population of Assam and Karbi Anglong district

State/District - [195]1-6] 1961-71 [1971-91

1 2 3
Assam 34.98 34.95

4
53.26

Karbi Anglong | 79.21 68.28 72.79

e Bodo Kacharis of Karbi.
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The growth rate in Karbi Anglopg distric;t, thfnrgnﬁ;:

Hills district, in 1941-51 wzs :\3332? ;vgge Fl!;ﬁerhZ gogn owth
ing the decade .93.
forrﬁsciabrg ::SZ?ned in terms of natural grov\{th. Anngﬁl ;:,tz
g? o populattiorll rg\?vit)::‘ag: anr:: li:!r%:tr:gon. The
inci rs viz., naturalg _
prlnc:lglal lf'gv(f/ttc;t rates of Kerala and Tamllqadu are bl;alo:t/ ;hiz
atio aglJ rowth rate. While the all Ind.la growth r ® s
nitgogr;/ d?.:ring 1971-91, Keralaand Tamllngdu hav; grgmer
: t. S o; 36.31% and 35.58% during that poenod. Or; fhe ather
;laa?\d Rajé\sthan’s rate of grov«{tl_t;I 70.71% ﬁ:rfeasr ?1); oeeds the
i ing the period. These : 3

. tlpr?(lj?c;teel:?gr:a gcale infiltration of illegal mlgtratgtss asthe
zgu;es tally the natural growth rates of these states.

io-cultural factors regarding the
. Ther;-:' a::m?t%";re\ ?I?:ltl)(arbi Anglong district. It ?ast
high ratebo gmen’tioned that the Lipe .Systgm was ;rss
glready °° rlhe erstwhile Nowgong district yvhlch |nd!catlhe .
e lr||<‘stani immigrants were occupying |ands;ln thae
that East Pk a part of Nowgong district came un : ' n
dlsmf:t' Wlhen district, naturally sizable lmmlg.rants e?:th
:)asne)’:tg:g &nag district and thus we find a very higher gro

rate since 1951-61to 1971-91.

i simple folk and they prefer to
i The ifjaia:tl)lrs«'eI:;;?Jr? with F:)ther et!\nic groups. ':'heret
i corh virgin lands inside the inaccessible orehs
arot enoug immigrant settlers occupied those Iands_.f;l: e
B o (Iae did not grumble as they were shi C;r(;g
s peopand did not know much about wet pa{\. y
cult.uvat.ors Besides, the rural Karbi peqple were notin a
oo I;;;/izgc;g .realise the gravity of the situation and they were
po
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concerned with the benefits received from the immigrant
settlers. The Mikir Hills District (Transfer of Land) Act 1959
has ample provisions to safeguard the land interests of the
local people but due to various factors like ignorance,
lethargy, chronic indebtedness of the Karbis the problem
remained unsolved. “Taking advantage of the loopholes in
the Mikir Hills District (Transfer of Land) Act 1959 and also
the ignorance of the tribal people the non tribal immigrants,
Specially those from East Bengal (present Bangladesh)
have already become the virtual owners of land under
Permanent cultivation, although lands are stillin the names
of the tribal People’ ( Bordoloi, 1986 : 137 ).

The traditional practice of giving lands on rent and
lease to non tribals cut atthe root of Karbis’ self assertion
and this practice is largely responsible for the present crisis.
Forexample, the Paikas system of the Karbis enables the

non tribal cultivators who are mostly immigrant settlers to
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i i tem one bigha of
continues year after year. Under this sys
land is given as mortgage for a mere 180 kgs. of paddy
per year.

er the Khoi Bandhak system the non tribal
cultivatgrginjoy the benefits of land ovn.med by the tribals by
paying a very negligible cash per bigha as rent of the
mortgaged land for a period of five years. The Ia_nds arg
supposed to be reverted to the owners aftgr the stlpulatg
period of contract. But the economic condition of the Karblrs‘
is so pitiable that they are hard Iy able tg get put ofthe cluttrcl:
of the non tribals. As the cash is recelvgd in aqvanc;e: e
people spend the same in non productive socio-re l%lo:s
occasions. The practice helps:. .the owners of .the Iar;7 7( to
lead a leisurely life. The prevailing rate of Khoi Ban(li) athls
Rs.150/- per bigha for 5 years. The Act passed )é e
District Council has a glaring Iooph_ole as thgu a ol\{e
mentioned land relations are not ponsndered asi eg:\a in
the eye of the law. ‘The polltlca_ll ellt.e do not seem to "ave
taken note of how the tradition is being repIaqed by callous
law of cash transactions and how tlft;e operation of nsort\teay
economy has been corroding the tribal economy’( Dutta,

1986 : 154).

bove traditional land relations help tpe non tribal
cultivat-tl;,rise tao develop intimate personal relation er:h thﬁ
owners of lands. They extend help to the owners ;vnt lcas
and kind at the time of need. The owners cannc')‘t isp c:as;
their so-called well-wishers and in this way the contra

continues year after year.

i indicates the gravity
bove pen picture clearly m@uca
of the ;-rtclsilaem of ‘I)osing Karbi identity in the near future.
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The problem should be viewed from the grassroot level
and unless some practical measures are taken to improve
the pitiable economic condition of the Karbis, the fear
psychosis will continue to haunt leading to a grave situation.
Thg rural people should be motivated to realise the impact
of Iubera[ land relations with the immigrant settlers. Unless
they realise that the traditional system is being circumvented
by some crafty people under dubious method, there is no
hope of getting relieved of the quagmire of the fear

psychqsis of losing identity in their own land in spite of the
protection under the Sixth Schedule.

Corqmunity ownership has to be preserved if
necessary, in a modified form by organising co-operative
socnetles_. A survey should be conducted to find out
outstanding debt of each family and measures should be
evpl\{ed to provide cash for debt redemption thereby
relieving the poor Karbi people from the clutches of the illegal
Immigrant settlers. The traditional system should be
restruptured in such a way that modernisation becomes a
boon in the socio-cultural pattern. In this connection the
opservations of Singh (1987 : 4) may be a solution : ‘The
tribal societies, particularly in the north east have .been
fortuqate in having been able to retain and improve some
of their trqditional customs which helped them to enjoy a
demgcraucsocial life. The process of modernis;ti):)n
certainly calls for some changes .......... It is, however,
necessary to safeguard the main contents of the customs
and traditions which have contributed to a healthy growth of
the society. The most practical course is to modify these
customs to the extent required to meet the demands of
modernisation. It is not proper to completely destroy or
uproot the wholesome customs of any particular gommunity
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by transplanting other laws and rules never followed by
them before. The change for the better must be in spirit of
the ancient tradition of the race or tribe’.
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DEVELOPMENT : A DISTANT DREAM

Rani Kakéti (Hazarika)

The design for development of the tribal people is
made mostly by the people who are not the participants in
the whole process. Why everybody is worried about the tribal
development and thereby improving the condition of the
tribal people, what they wanttodo ? Thatis a great ques-
tion. Why should we try to improve others ? Probably we
think we have solved our problems, there is nothing to do
for our own development ! Perhaps, the idea comes from
the thought that we people are superior in all respects and
only totally fit people to do developmental works among
other tribal communities who are still very backward. The
whole idea comes from the feeling of inequality which
means non tribals are more intelligent than the tribals and
so on. When certain developmental programmes are taken
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mainly on western countries ) which is analysed_ with the
help of concepts like cultural contact, acculturat[on, folk-
urban continuum bridge action, wegternlzatlop,
urbanization, industrialization, moderni;atnory, etc. 'l:ullls
(1973) comments .... the attempt is- pnma}nly tg) divert
attention from the fundamental contradictions in socngty and
bring order to the prevailing turbulent situation by
propagating imported or foreign collaboratgd technology
and suggest various pacifying programmes in thatregard'.
Earlier, Anthropologists participated in .the power and
privileges of the dominant groups .(Memml, 1967 : 17) and
justified the actions of the colonial governments on the
ground that the native people had no knowk:;dge of whgt
was good for themselves : hence the colonial powers in
their mission to civilize the ‘savage’ had to be asglsted in
all possible ways (Pathy, 1987 : 2). In (post colonial) later
period Anthropology of development has emerged as a
kind of community development and social work for.the
third world which is expected fto dgvelop gradual!y in a
cumulative way by participating in Western §C|ence,
technology, education and qulture (Pathy, 1987 : 7). The
notion of development includes both economic
development and social and .cult'ural changes w!'uch
accompany it. Little importargce is given on the sufferings
of the subject population, their constraints and the created
gaps of the cultural traits that. have been remoyed or
introduced abruptly by a foreign element. Again, th:
problem of implementation of development-al planshan

programmes is a crucial on-e..(.)n many occasions we avef
heard that the responsibility for |m.pleme.ntat|on' o

developmental programmes has remained with .ofﬁglals
who are not fully equipped for such works. In s_uch situations
can we really expect desired results ? Who will answer that
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question of development of human spiritual or material
level of achievement ? Is it not a very delicate question to
be answered if such a change leads to mental

dissatisfaction (or psychological disorder) to a person or
a community as a whole ?

This paper, therefore, intends to name the develop-
mental programme as a ‘distant dream’ based on West-
ern ideas and technologies. Justifications are made by
saying that it is necessary to improve the conditions of the
tribals so that they can take part in the nation building
process and compete with the outside world. But in practi-
cal situation, the tendency is seen or felt to be otherwise,
as most of the tribal people are now demanding autonomy
(partial or full) for them from the control of State Gouvt.

In these scientific days of achievement it is not

possible to stop coming of new ideas and technology to -

any community. But before taking up such project, it should
be the duty of the governing agencies to let the people know
about advantages and disadvantages of the project, the
type of work to be done, the fund position and end resuits,
etc. They should be given enough time to discuss, allowed

to express their likes and dislikes and only after that such
project should be implemented.
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SOME KEY ASPECTS OF FOREST MANAGEMENT
IN TRIBAL AREAS

Rafiquz Zaman

A large number of tribal people prefer to make the
forest as their home. There are certain advantages fot the
tribal people who enjoy living in forest. Thg forest provides
them with building materials. It also provndeg thgm food-
fruits of various types, edible Ieaves.and npunshmg roots,
etc. The faunais also available for their hun_tlng. The strean_'ns
in the forest provide them with fish. The trlba! people enjoy
hunting freely in the forest. Further, forest provides them with
fuel-wood for cooking their food. Apart from these adv_an-
tages, the tribal people enjoy some sort _of ge_ograppwal
isolation from other people. To Ilvg in ]solat!on wnthouit' inter-
ference from communities outside is a klnd.of desire for
almost all the tribals. This is becau§e of their shyness of
contact and also backwardness. In view of the fact that they
remained in isolation in dens_e forest, they deyeloped cer-
tain primitive traits with their distinct culture which they liked

to maintain.

itish rule of India started in the middle of the
19th C;rrnﬁ rsr léefore the advent of the British, the tribals in
the forest enjoyed complete freggiorp in the forest. Forest
was their lifeline and the tribals living in the fort:—:st could not
think of anything without forest. Tr]e East.lndla Company
came to India in 1600 with a trading motive and they fully



100 Tribal Tradition and Development in the Hill Areas of Assam

exploited this. Wherever the British went they always kept
their trading interest in mind. Throughout India, the attitude
of the British for administration of forest covered areas was

targetted mainly on their trading interest and not on the
tribals living in the forest.

The Biritish felt the

- necessity of extending their au-
thority in the forest areas

as for effective tapping of the forest
produce. In the pre-British period, the commercial explol-

tation of the forest was not there, The forest was used only
for domestic needs of the tribals living within the forest. The

British felt the need of imposing restrictions on the tribals
living in the forest fo

r éffective exploitati rest for
boosting theircolonial desire. Ploltation of the fo

of food, fodder and fyg| for th
Some customary regulationg g
(1) To stop indiscrim;

have a Sustaine

'® mentioned below :
Nate exploitation in order to
icti SUpply of forest produce-
@ Sressttr':'c:gt?rc‘; ?icer ai't‘ types of fofest or ponds
icti ‘ortotal production.
©) ;?Is;;nﬁc;:? ;‘vgn family Over the quantum of ex-
exploitation ﬁ 'Mposeq by the community. The
family. - adto be as d of the
amily. Per the needs
Apartfrom these, sopy, .
’ 0 ns
were followed because of re'igiou:;:#,:tars‘?sg ;%g:f\}:ila—
ion.
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bility of vast forest reserve with limited t[ibal population had
helped in maintaining the ecosystem with these custor_nary
regulations. Whether the customary regulations of the tnpals
would have been sufficient to manage the forestin a scien-
tific way in the long run is, of course, a debatable point.

The intention of the British for control over the fqrgst
in India was evident as far back as 1806 when the Bn.tl.sh
reserved deep forest in coastal areas of Malgbgr. The British
were interested in exporting teak fqr ship building purposes.
England was fighting at that time with Napoleon and du_rgble
ship with good Indian teak was necessary for military

purposes.

Later on, the British considered .the' tribals living in
the forest as hindrance in their total exploitation pf the fort?st.
The British colonial emperor depended heavnlx on Indian
forest which was so resourceful. Howeyer, thg British called
for scientific management of fon:est in Indlg anq starteg
working on that line. How scientific was their attitude will
be revealed only in the enactment of Acts that followegi.
The British established an imperial Forest Department in

1864.

A memorandum was issued in 1855 which outlined
guidelines restricting the movement of the forest dwellers
for the purpose of preservatiop of forest. The’ memoran-
dum also sought to put restrict!on§ on people’s right over
forest. Tribals were allowed to live in the forest but only by
following the restrictions imposed on thgm. In oth_erwords,
the tribals living in the forest were cpns:dered as intruders.
It may be noted that tribals living in the forest were also
used by the British to exploit forest at reasonably low cost.
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The tribals provided cheap labour in cutting, loading and
transportation of timber, etc.

THE GOVERNMENT FOREST ACT, 1865 : The memorandum
was not sufficient to impose restriction on the tribals and
e>§tend s.tate monopoly over the forest. The British realised
this and in order to enhance the power of the Government,
the Government Forest Act, 1865 was passed.

The mmiﬁcaﬁon of the Government Forest Act, 1865
was far-regchlng and subsequent Acts enacted during the
Bnﬂ§h period was only improvisation over this Act. The Act
provided any land covered with trees, brush-wood orjungles
to bg owneq by the State. At the same time, the Act
prov!ded pL_lmshment for the breach of any provision of the
:Act including arrest of offenders and confiscation of
lmplgnjents usgd by offenders. . Total state control,
:ﬁstnptlons on.tnbals, punishment were all new things to
doentgts):::s. Weglle the trings were exploiting forest for their

nost needs, the British were interested in commercial
exploitation of the forest. The restrictions on the tribals were

uncalled for. The British had succeed
cceeded
nobody to protest at that time. because there was

The fall out of the Indian Fore [
) bk st Act, 1865 is that the
tribals can do nothing in forest. In fact, by the provisions of
the restrictions and punishment for offence, the tribals were

chained and their age-old freedom in th
tailed drastically. In the forest was cur-

INDIAN FOREST ACT, 1878 : This Act was much more com-
prehensive than the Act passed in 1865. Certain forest
terms like tree, timber, forest produce were clearly defined.
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For the first time forest was classified as (1) Reserved For-
est (2) Protected Forest and (3) Village Forest. In re-
served forest, everything was restricted unless permitted.
In protected forest everything was permitted unless re-
stricted. In village forest, the Government retained its au-
thority to cancel or assign the right to village community.

Further, the Act made provisions to settle the claims
of tribals on land declared as forest. Only Forest Officers
can settle the claims as per the Act.

The fall out of this Act was manifold.

(A) Demarcation and fencing by the Forest Depart-
ment in the forest to exercise and enhance state control
over the forest has led to loss of control of the forest dwell-
ers over their habitat. The forest dwellers who depended
mostly on the forest declared as reserved and protected
turned now to the village forest to meet their domestic
needs. Overdependence on village forest by the forest

dwellers has led to faster denudation.
(B) The tribals living inthe forest had always been

used by the British for commercial exploitations as tribals
were available at much cheaper rate. The role of the tribals
so far as conservation and protection through their custom-
ary regulation is concerned was over.

(C) With the enactment of the Act and classification
of forest, the communal ownership concept of the tribals
vanished and communal responsibility of the forest evapo-

rated.

NATIONAL FOREST POLICY, 1894 : Based on the report by
Voelekar on Indian Agriculture for the first time, the close
relationship between forest and agriculture was recognised.
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By the National Forest Policy (NFP) 1894, cultivation of
permanent nature was encouraged in forest area. Only the
area of forest yielding inferior timbers were to be managed
by local population. Hill forest was classified for protection.
Only the forest providing valuable timber was to be used
for commercial purposes. The forest was classified as for-
est for preservation, forest for commercial purpose, minor
forestand pasture land. The NFP 1894 stressed mainly on
revenue aspect and commercial supply of forest produce.

- Tothe utter surprise of the tribals, even pasture lands which
were used by the tribals for grazing of their domestic ani-
mals were taken out of their communal control thereby re-
moving all sorts of tribal ownership on forest.

INDIAN FOREST ACT, 1927 : This Act was same as the Act of
1878, only penalty for offences was increased.

The Acts formulated in the pre-| ndependence era by
the British were based primarily on enhanced revenue col-
lection and commercial exploitation by increasing state
control over forest. Although the British were talking about
the scientific management of forest through preservation
and conservation, in effect, the Acts formulated by the Birit-
ish were always aimed at increasing restrictions on tribals
inhabiting the forest. This was becayse of the mis-concep-
tion of the British regarding the tribals who used forest for
their domestig needs only., Dr, I.M.Hutton, an ICS officer who
made extensuve'study on tribals aptly remarked : ‘Far from
being of immediate benefit to the primitive tribes, the es-

tablishment of British rule in India did most of them much
harm than good........ the early days of the British adminis-
tration did very great detriment to the economic position of
tribes through ignorance and neglect of their rights and
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It may be noted that when Government o_f India Agt,
1935 was passed by the British, the forest was mc}uded in
Provincial Legislature (Item 22). The effect of this provi-
sion was that the individual Provincial Stat'e started mak-
ing laws on forest according to the nepessﬁy of the State.
The enactments made by the Provincial States were more
or less in conformity with the Acts made by.the British and
there was nothing special made for the tribals. The sce-
nario that emerges in the pre-Independence s.tage SO far
as the tribals living in the forest are concerned is deﬁn}tgly
very grim. Because of authoritative control of the British
and the unheard voices of the tn'bal§ because of their back-
wardness and aloofness, no remedial measures were pos-

sible. /

POST-INDEPENDENCE SCENARIO :

Like everybody else in the country, probably there
was some expectation of the forest tribals to get some jus-
tice when India attained freedom. The first policy dacument
in post-Independence india was National Forest Policy,
1952. Strangely, this policy suppqrts all the concepts em-
bodied in the National Forest Policy, 1894 and there was
nothing new in this policy. To the surprise of all, there was
no mention of the tribals at all. This is really very sad. The
policy emphasised the growth of forest based industries

for the national interest.

At the time of framing of the Indian Constitution,
probably the forest tribals were not represented before the
Constituent Assembly. The problems and deprivation of the



106 Tribal Tradition and Development in the Hilf Areas of Assam

tribals for nearly 70 years since 1865 were not highlighted
by anybody. As a result, nothing specific was mentioned in
the Indian Constitution adopted in 1950 for amelioration of
the condition of the forest tribals although the general
problems were taken care of along with other scheduled
trlbes: enlisted in the Constitution. Nothing has been
mer_moned even in ‘the Directive Principles of the State
Policy’ regarding forest and the tribals living there.
prever, by the Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976
yv:th effect from 3.1 1977, a clause namely 48 A was
included for protection and improvement of environment
and ‘safeguarding of forest and wild life. Clause 48 A reads
as: the State shall endeavour to protect and improve the
énvironment and to safeguard the forest and wild life of the
country.’ The necessity of including a clause on forest was
rqalnsed only after nearly 30 years of independence. Even
this clause has no specific mention aboyt the tribals living
thgre whose freedom in the forest was taken away by the
British as long back ag 1865 thereby reducing them to mere
chgap labourers. This was the height of exploitation during
B’_ntnsh rule. A clause embodying the problems of the forest

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE COMMISSION, 1976 : The findings
of the National Agriculture Commission i.e. NAC 1976

of agriculture and protection of ingystrig| wood by NAC is
quite acceptable for national interest But there is no rea-
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son to annihilate the interest of the tribals who have been
exploited since the era of the British. In short, the tribal cause
was not highlighted even after 29 years of Independence.

INDIAN FOREST BILL, 1980 : The Indian Forest Bill, 1980 had
widened the scope of various forest terms to include more
resources available in the forest. Further, judicial powers
were conferred to the forest officers alongwith some dis-
cretionary powers. This Bill also wanted to protect forest
from the people - meaning the tribals. There was no con-
cern at all for the livelihood of the tribals.

The Indian Forest Bill, 1980 became Forest Con-
servation Act, 1980. The only silver lining in the process of
the enactment of the Forest Act is the widespread protest
in the country. For the first time in 1982, attention of the
Govemment turned to the tribals. Another forest policy docu-
ment was prepared by the Govemment in 1983 and subse-
quently revised in 1987. The tribals are now ventilating griev-
ances because of injustice done to them through some
ecologists and scholars. -

NATIONAL FOREST POLICY, 1988 : The National Forest Policy
(NFP), 1988 is a giant leap forward in enactment of Forest
Acts since the era of the British. For the first time, the spe-
cific section 4.6 on tribal people and forest was incorpo-
rated. The symbiotic relationship of the tribals with the for-
est was recognised by the Government. The Policy Clearly
stated for protection of customary rights and concessions
of the tribals. Again the domestic need of fuel, fodder, mi-
nor forest produce and construction timbers were consid-
ered to be the first change on forest produce. The concept
of associating the tribals for protection, conservation ang
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development of forest was recognised. The pro-tribal at@i—
tude of the National Forest Policy emerged very clearly in
this document after 40 years of Independence.

THE CHALLENGE :

The National Forest Policy Resolution of 1988 is
yet to be converted into a new Act. There are indications
regarding vested interest playing active role to subvert the
spirit and thrust embodied in the resolution. Various State
Governments including Assam are working for implemen-
tation of 1988 resolution. But effort so far is not yet deep
rooted. 7

There will be dramatic shift in outlook of the Forest
Department if they are to involve tribals in forest manage-
ment. To associate the tribals in the management of forest
is not an easy task. Since the era of the British, tribals have
notbeen involved in any way in management of forest. They
are poor managers to manage forest. The perception and
conception of the tribals are quite different from that of the
Forest Department. That the tribals are backward and shy
to speak out their mind comes as g big hindrance for joint

forest management. Further, it js yet to identify the differ-
ent problems of the tribals living in the forest.

But the policy document of 1988 provides a great
opportunity to serve the tribals who are hard core poor and
down-trodden. The association of the tribals may come as
a boon for the conservation and protection of an eco-friendly
forest. All attempts by the Foregt Department in this re-
gard may be found to be much more responsive. In order
to sort out various problems of the forest and of the tribal
people, the Forest Department may 00k forward to active
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involvement of various other departments.

Forimplementation of the policy document, however,
there are a lot of worries. One worry may be delay in
decision making. Till the other day, it was the directive of
the Forest Department to implement any scheme as they
like. With the concept of joint forest management many
decisions wil have to be discussed with the tribals before
implementation of the scheme. The delay in decision
making may be compensated to great extent by the
improvement in quality decision and restriction in
implementation. It appears also that the power that was
enjoyed by the forest officials shall be curtailed because of
the association needed for joint forest management. There
are other concerns also. The policy may be an impediment
in revenue earning of the Government since the tribals may
not favour the felling of the trees even though the felling has
been done for scientific reason. At this point, the
contractor’s interest is alsefikely to be hampered. With the
united efforts of the forest tribals consciousness among the
tribals may lead to more active interaction which is likely to
hamper national interest.

It may be stated that the Forest Departmentis a very
well knit organisation from top to grass root level. Most of
the officials receive training on regular basis. The Forest
Department has long experience in forest management.
The policy document has been framed after a lot of
deliberations and it was initiated at the behest of the
government on the advice of ecologists, sociologists,
anthropologists, environmentalists and others.

The information available atthe moment reveals that
there are State-wise differences in the procedures for iden-
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tification of the areas to be covered by joint forest man-
agement. There are also differences in deciding the unit
of operative community, role of traditional tribal leaders,
role of Gaon Panchayats, role of NGOs and so on. This is
a metamorphic stage where everybody concerned with
flora, fauna, environment, tribal people and national inter-
est may ponder and bring out the strategies to work whole-
heartedly for the implementation of the 1988 Policy Docu-

ment in trge letter and spirit. The question lies - can wWe
break the ice in the near future ?

ROLE OF TRADITIONAL TRIBAL POLITICAL
INSTITUTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
KARBIS OF THE HILL AREAS, ASSAM

R.P. Athparia

ABSTRACT:

- The Karbis or the Arlengs known as Mikirs are a major tribe
of the Hill Areas of Assam. They had a more or less organised State
before the extension of the British rule in the region. During the Brit-
ish period, the Karbis were allowed to run their own political affairs
and the British administration as a matter of policy interferred as little
as possible in the traditional system. But following Independence a
group of people, mostly young men of the time, with political acumen
tinged with a traditional bent of mind, came into being. They were
prepared to provide the modern maiden leadership to the tribemen.

The broad objective of this paper is to focus attention on the
traditional forms of the socio-political organization of the Karbis where
District Council and the State Administrative machinery, besides the
Central Government function side by side without distinctive clash in
their respective areas of operation. Their traditional political institu-
tion which is a three-tier one persists even now as one mechanism
for tribal social control thanas a live political force.

INTRODUCTION

The Karbis constitute a major hill tribe of Assam.
They are mainly concentrated in Karbi Anglong district for-
merly known a$ Mikir Hills. They are also distributed over
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many more areas adjoining this district. They are found in
some pockets of Nagaon, Kamrup, North Cachar Hills,
Golaghat, Nagaland, Khasi and Jayantia Hills of Meghalaya.
The ethnic name Karbi connotes brotherhood. It is the cus-
tom of the Karbis to keep fire alive in the hearths and offer

portipns of all eatables to the ancestral spirits before con-
suming.

_ The Karbis live in homogenous villages. They ex-
hibit a peculiar habitual custom of not settling down at a
pla!ce for a considerable period of time. Permanent habi-
tat!ons are, therefore, rarely seen. Villages are frequently
tshl.ftecl from place to Place within a definite territorial limi-

ation. The causes for this kind of shifting are diverse. The
death of the village headman, epidemic or scarcity of wa-
ter, all these together or Separately may cause the shifting.

on 0;1'11’:1 Zri)addt_)t}Jectlve of this paper is to focus atten-
organisatio frta ltlon§| forms of the socio-political
Ditrict COLr:nocil I;e Karbis of the Hill Areas of Assam where
clashin theirres unctions side by side without distinctive
the adaptabili pective areas of operation. It is also to se€

ptability of the traditional institutions to adapt itse!f

to the ever changing sogj : 4
. . . . OcClo-politi .
situations in a tribal commUn?ty itical and socio-economiC

TRADITIONAL STATE OF ORGANISATION

vl SAtT:l?\::giéTwegamis' Particularly the Karbis of Hamren
o iuation is foundKfﬂl'rbl Anglong district, a State 1k
organisatl irative unit he State is a territorial as well 85
an adminis Un™ te politica rights and obligations
are territorially delimited. The Ky giave - karbi Rajy@
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is divided into three broad territories called Alongri. The
three Alongris are : Rongkhang, Chinthong and Amri. These
are again divided into sub-territorial divisions called
Longris. In all, there are twelve Longris or sub-territorial
divisions. Each Longri controls a number of villages which
are known as Arongs. '

Regarding the demarcation of a Longri, there are
controversies among the Karbis. Some claim that all the
twelve Longris are found only in the Rongkhang Alongri,
while others speak of Longris to be in existence only in the
areas that were under the Jayantia rulers. Whatever may
be the confusion, the Karbis conform to the view that there
are twelve Longris in the Karbi land. This shows that the
institution of Longriserves the socio-political purpose rather
than anything else with the aim of developing a sense of

solidarity and cohesion.

Lyall (1908 : 15) also referred to the Alongri territo-
rial divisions of the tribe, but he is silent about the Longri
divisions. According to the author, these Alongri territorial
divisions are as follows : (i) the hilly portion of Mikir Hills
referred to as Chinthong (i) North Cachar Hills and the hilly
parts of Nagaon referred to as Rongkhang and (i) the Khasi
and Jayantia Hills called Amri. The natives, however, say
that the Umtu river, a tributary of the Dhansiri divides the
territories of Chinthong and Rongkhang while the Longsong
river of the Kopili is the demarcation boundary of

Rongkhang and Amri.

SEAT OF TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY

The Karbi Chief, known as Karbi Recho, is the ad-
ministrative and judicial head of the entire State. The Cen-



114 Tribal Tradition and Development in the Hill Areas of Assam

tre of the Karbi traditional organisation is located at Niz
Rongkhang village or the village inhabited by all the
Pinpomar (Councillors) of greater Karbi society. This vil-
lage is also known as Baruagaon or Pinpo-arong where
all the traditional Pinpomar reside or are expected to re-
side. Lyall (1908 : 5) mentions, ‘they have dim traditions of
aking of their own in the good old days, whom they call Sot
Recho ......... His seat is said to have been in Rongkhang

(or Ronghang), perhaps connected with Ni-hang (Rong -
village).’

The Pinpomar are the chosen or selected
fepfesentat!ves of the Kur-Abangi.e. the council of the-clan
elders serving as ministers or advisers to the Karbi Chief
or the Karbi Recho. Tradition demands their living away
from their wives and children. They are expected to live on
ﬂ;e contributions made by the respective members of each
clan-dlusters which they representin the Chief's Council. It
gll:r):s ae :ﬁntloned here thatthe Karbis have five principal
o dor each there is a Deng Acharwho is the most
oo sllt in h?Xpenenced man among the members of his
o Is 'S duty to collect rice or paddy from each

ousehold for the maintenance of the Pinpomar.

THE ALONGRIINSTITUTION

Among the Karbis th
manent body with g perpety
the Recho whois an overgj|
is through his co-ordination
gious life of th

e Alongri institution is the per
al central agency in the form ©
co-ordinator par excellence- !t

that all social, political and rel-
€ People are coalesced. P

The three Alongris, nameyy, Rongkhang, Chinthond
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and Amri are very much part and parcel of the whole land,
although the Karbi Recho does not exercise an overall
effective power over the two Alongris other than Rongkhang.
Unlike Rongkhang, the other two units do not possess Karbi
chiefs comparable in power and position to the Karbi
Recho of Rongkhang. In fact, these two units of the Karbi
land are very much under the administrative jurisdiction of
the Rongkhang Alongri Council i.e. Rechomei or Recho's
Council. These two units are in effect governed by Lindoks
or Councillors belonging to specific clans and sub-clans. It
is again observed that the Lindoks of Chinthong and Amri
are in no way the representative functionaries of the
Rechomei. The Karbi Recho, therefore, could not be said
to be involved even remotely in the political affairs of the
two units. It is true that before the extension of the British
rule in this part of the country the age-old Karbi indigenous
traditional system was in vogue. Though the Karbi Recho
was not directly involved in the political affairs of Chinthong
and Amri, these units were not beyond the administrative
purview of the Recho. Accordingly, he is always treated by
the people of the three Alongris as the supreme hgad. It is. ‘
from this supreme functionary that matters concerning Karbi
life in very many aspects go revolving: He is virtually the
most effective final law giver' to the society but atthe same
time he is more of a symbolic figure-head than a real
executive of the entire set-up. The Recho is the central figure
round whom the tribal life revolves and through him the
activities of the tribe are controlled. He is the ruler, the judge
and the guardian of the Karbi customary laws but he is not
the absolute ruler of the entire Karbi land. The Karbi Recho
is thus known to be most effective figure-head in the state’s
functions of judicial and administrative nature. The Recho
is hardly supposed to exercise his prerogative to arrive at
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a final decision of his own.

Itis the body of the Pinpomarwho helps in deciding
the people’s grievances and their needs and aspirations.
It is seen that no decision in the Rechomei is one-man
decision. It is generally a collective one. A discussion that
comes up for decision in the Rechomei, the particular

Pinpomar finally arrives at an agreed solution which is -

nothing but a common consensus. Itis the Pinpomarwho

enjoys the most effective decision making power in the

Karbi political set-up. At every step of the process of socio-

cultural and socio-political functioning, the co-operation

between the Recho and the Pinpomarforms the very basis

of the political structure of the Karbis. It is the Pinpomar
who possesses the discretionary power concerning day-
to-day functioning of the system including the power to

dismiss the Karbi Recho if the latter violates any social

norm. A breach of social norm is viewed seriously in the
Karbi society. All efforts are undertaken as remedial
measures for stopping such breach of norms for
maintaining social normalcy. Above all, the decision of the
Pinpomars taken as final in all sacio-political and socio-
religious affal.rs..lt Is thus evident that the Pinpomar
exercises the judicial ang administrative functions of the
entire Karbi land through the Rechomei

THE LONGRIINSTITUTION

The Longri institution which comes next to the

Rechomei inimportance ang significance, is found not in

the whole Karbi land. Itis conf
the district. The Habe, the hereditary chief of the Longri, i

a subordinate official of the Rechomej. This institution of

ned to the western part of

Role of Traditional Tribal Political Institution and Development..... 117

Longriis thus a connecting link between the Rechomeiand
the Arongs, that is, the villages.

As stated above, the Karbi villages are usually tem-
porary settlements. A village under certain conditions in-
variably breaks down into a number of small units, each
forming a separate village under a new Sarthe or the head-
man of the village. For this reason, a structure like Longri
became necessary to maintain the unity and solidarity
among the ever-increasing and somewhat unsettled villages.
The Habe and his co-functionaries govern the respective
areas under their charge only to submit to the governance
of a still higher authority represented by the Recho and his
Council of advisers. This is nothing but a minor image of
village polity.

One striking feature of the Longri Council is that it
includes all the village functionaries including the Sarthe,
the head of the village unit. Itis the Habe who appoints all
the functionaries except the Sarthe on the advice of the
villages gathered through voice vote or verbal majority
support in a congregation of the villagers. Thus, a sort of
democratic principle is followed in selecting the Longri
functionaries like the officials of the Rechomei. However,
in the choice of functionaries for the Longri, clan does not
have any role to play. A functionary may come from any clan
irrespective of its status and position, unlike the one in the
Rechomei Council. Similarly the Kur Abang that plays the
significant role in the choice of a representative to be sent
to the Rechomei Council as a functionary, does have no
role at all in the choice of officials to the Longn Council.

It may be noted that the Habe controls a number of
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villages including the one of his own habitation. Here, in
the Habe's own village obviously a dual authority prevails -
the functions of the Habe do often overlap with those ofthe
Sarthe. Under this duality of authority the Sarthe’s role in
the village affairs becomes insignificant.

THE VILLAGE INSTITUTION

_ The village level socio-political institution i.e. the Mei
is found all over the Karbi land. The very word Mei might
have peen derived from the Assamese word Mel meaning
meeting. The Mel was in existence in the Ahom politica!
system and the Karbis might have picked up the word in
their own socio-political system. In the wester part of the
district, the structural pattern of the Mei is like that of the
Longrior Rechomei, and the Sarthe who is a subordinate
official of the Longriis the supreme authority of the Mei- I

the eastern part, where the Mei is an independent b0%Y
without any Longri or Rechomei, whatsoever, the Sarthe
is the topmost functional head of the Mei. |

The Sarthe, the important functionary of the villagé

council is in overall charge of the day-to-day affairs of the

;lgz\%:élh:se are both intra-village as well as inter-villag®
- As such his presence is necessary in takind &

cisions on all matters effecti S necessar dle
to maturity and death. cting an individual's life from ¢f@

In true sense, th : : the
whole traditional politicael 3552;'?;‘ © gwr?,:al s:it:; th the
\{lllage level may be consideregy z-:'tt tin? ?[ be more effec”
tive, as far as the day-to-day functipng es| o concerned
than other officials of the Longy;. Anotr:gf :uegﬁty of auth®”
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rity occasionally prevails between the Sarthe and the
Borgaonbura, the village official, attached to a number of
villages at the behest of the District Council. Such a duality
occurs in the resident village of the Borgaonbura where
the Sarthe is the normal functionary. However, a
Borgaonbura by any implication is not an important per-
sonality in the village affairs and there arise few occasions
of open conflict between the two functionaries.

In fact, the sense of responsibility and the spirit of
the co-operation, as the villagers are to be aware of, are
mostly initiated and developed by the Mei and every per-
son holds it in high esteem and owe. The orders and rul-
ings of the Mei are hardly defied by the villagers as people
have spontaneous esteem and regard for the institution.

IMPACT OF MODERN POLITICAL SYSTEM

The modern political system that came aboutin the
post-Independence period in the Karbi hills did not go
against the very spirit of the Karbi traditional democratic
norm. It speeded up the tempo of the politicisation among
the Karbis. The District Council, a very vital organ of the
modern political norm, ushered in a new erain the political
behaviour of the people. It began to provide people with
new political ideology and political professionalism. It also
began to provide incentive to the people to go for national

sphere of political life.

Before the British period, the Karbis lived in a Sov-
ereign State. The people did not have any taste of subordi-
nation and the people did not feel for any autonomy. During
the British period the Karbis more or less had virtually the



120 Tribal Tradition and Development in the Hill Areas of Assam

same experience of Sovereignty as the British did not have

any effective interference in the tribal life-ways. In post-
Independence period, the Karbis became a part of the
Sovereign State of India. As a subordinate nationality for
the Karbis now there appears a sense for autonomy and
that was offered under the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution. This provision of autonomy has helped the
Karbis continue the tradition and old practices side by side
with the oncoming new democratic norms.

Itis also noticed that the modern democratic institu-
tion has opened Up a new vista for medern maiden leader-
ship to stage a debut in the present development of politi-
cal set-up. The neo-leaders in early fifties could arouse the
political aspiration of the people. Political aspirations grew
among the people and it resulted in the formation of the
district, the very living symbol of political aspirations of the
otherwise traditional minded Karbis of the time. Earlier lead-
ership was confined to the periphery of the village, Longri
and Alongri. But the new leadership had broader outlook
beyond the confine of the Alongri system.

ADAPTABILITY OF TRADITIONAL INSTITUTION

It is observed that two distinct political bodies -
Alongriand District Council - began to function in the Karbi
land after Independence. Each body has its own
demarcated area of operation Modern political affairs,
management and economic development are the primary
functions of the modern democratic institution. It is the
topmost policy making body of the Karbi land. It is this
institution through which the Karbis have been taking the
advantage of consolidating the modern leadership and
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have since followed the Constitutional path to achieve
political goals.

trast to the modern political in;titution, the
traditic::a?osnocio-political norms ar]d the mtgr—rc_ala’ged
customs of the society are all rooted in a_npther |nst|tut|9n
called the Alongri. It regulates the jl:ldICIary and ggcw-i
religious matters of the socie}y according to the trgqmo:;]a
norm. This institution is very important for m.amtal.nrl‘r.lg the
age-old norms and practices. The Karbis live wit mh g
jurisdiction of the Alongri to wl;uch thelr fqrefat.her_s tia
inalienable mystic ancestral relat_lc?nshlps. So, tl:ng qnslt.ntq on
as it maintains the socio-polltlca_l and socio-re |g|;gs
sectors of life is one jealously nourished and'nurtturni ha:
the people at large. Nevertheless, the AIO??: sys e; nhas
not retained its pristine Ieat;:re:n 2:rsnien othe ef aa:: oots of

j lost its shar 1€

:jheev:l\(l)?),i)r?g slgizlcieconomic and socio-political forces.

CONCLUSION

To sum up, it can be said that the traditional and |
modern democratic institutions are at V}Kt))d(thﬁtjll:é ls:slilstﬁtrl\g:g
the society. The structure and power o :) oS aions
are somewhat unequal. The pglltlca role fhe tw
institutions is also different. Despite these dispari les, the
IrlSctil'ttl'J nal institutions are a living force.fur.lctlonmg without
gﬁy lcllznsh with the modern political institution.
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DEVELOPMENT OF KARBI SOCIETY : NEED
FORRESTRUCTURING ITS TRADITIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

A.K.Borah and P.N.Bharali

The Karbis who were one time popularly known as
Mikirs as opined by Grierson (1967 : 1) belong to Naga-
Bodo sub-group who Penetrated into Assam like other
Mongoloid tribes long back. Their population was first
recorded in the Census of 1901 numbering 87,046 (Lyall,
1971 : 1). The Mikirs Presently call themselves as Karbis
and among the fourteen hill tribes they are the largest in
numbers. They constitute 1.14% of the total tribal population
of Assam according to 1991 Census. The tribal population
of Assam, however, constitutes 12.82% of the total
population of the State. Among the hill tribes the Karbis are
having a rich cultural heritage though with the advent of
endogenous forces a tradition-modern continuum is being
noticed. To be more precise the winds of change are
noticed in their traditional institution, As such, in this paper
a taxonomical exercise is made to project their main
traditional institutions which helped to maintain integrity and

solidarity in the Karbi society in the past and their present
trends of change.

The traditional institutions of the tribes of the various
parts of North-east India helped to maintain the emotional
bonds among their kinsmen which could be termed as
emotional solidarity in Durkheimian sense, cultivation of

i o e o e
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i ! Thus the traditional
‘we' feeling in Sumner’s sense. _
'Wetitutionsgof the Karbis also were not exqept.lon. whe::
o one had to consider the roles of these mst.ltutlons i
fnoal\}‘:':aining integrity of the Karbi society through time space

continuum.

If we closely look the Karbi society we ﬁndht.hr;t :C::
i itional institutions whic
e important tradutlong_
? rﬁcftirgr?ing agtively in maintalplng harrnqny (Ir\‘lleo:f)fatgg
l-yolkways levels) and integrity in economic sp

society.

i i ditional
is context more specifically the earlier tra )
il é::r:cs:ifgfthe Karbi society commonly kng}Nn Jitz ;V'g;
whioh Iped to arbitrate and adjudicate the disp i
o cilage rz based on conventions -which had along UIS ﬁ(fy
' to w Ic N . N
o .prese;tléi%a;! fr:;u\:;f;;ee council of the Karbis viz., Mei
JlelC“ary| te ditiOI‘,I and mores. The village chieftains werj
usec_i ing trarehouse of oral traditions and convent:oqs a:)r;
e sIlodisputes of the villagers were settled amicably,
as such, a" elderly members of the village concerned wer'?
0 Whlc!‘ o help as they were also members of the council.
extending fhz Karbi society every village whether big or
As such, lrr: d village council. This village council Meihad
smal onzt' is also in the past, more importantly when most
g Ilgarbi people were shifting qultlvatm:s anq t'he
o all. thef shifting their village to a new site for doing shifting
prac_:tloe: : by abandoning the earlier one - tg regenerate
ity tr):e distribution of shifting cultivation sites was
o fertllltyt-he village council to which the villagers did not
ma:oeszyand in earmarked areas each of the families was
op
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qomg shifting cultivation without any protest. In this context
itmay be noted that or iginally in the ecological settings of

. ?;;e .l:.arb's' land belonged to the Kurs (Kurs refer to clan)
T;; ,;a , 71_967). Each of the five Kurs viz., Ingty, Inghee,
asb 9 Jron and Timung, as time passed by, emerged
oroad kindred group and they were practising shifting

tc':)‘;n lglrll;ligl!;nd ,? Wnership pattern was prevalent amqng
replaced b tl:]g Presently this pattern is gradually being
change the \)/,ill Ny lnd'wdf’a' ownership pattern. With this
ing shiftin ge council Mei lost its importance in select-
. g cultivation sites and virtually it became defunct

In this regarq, F : -
the individuals olﬁger' N settling disputes also between

€ village it lost its j for the

reason th : ost its importance fo
courts forzte?t?,\:v adays the individuals przfer to go to [aw
9 lustice which is provided by Indian Judi-

ciary and where t
instead of the y, he- legal laws are codified and written oné

tte . -

stated earlier were bagézméi%.ff,?f,’e‘ﬁ't';iesc°“”°" which &2
The se .. '

the village don;?t':)d tr'adf"'f’nal institution of the Karbis was
in many places of th o1 was commonly known as Fa’@
also known ag Jirkesa arbi €cological settings. This was
tory was not Unique to thé‘ € existence of village dorm'
North-east Indig ro

» the villg,

in existence. As such, in ge dormitory as an institution was

tion. The Karbi ', €3S€ of Karbis this was not excep-
IS used tq Construct the villaﬁe dormitoryin@

place which was eag;| c
. / accessipye f and cor’
&erz of th.te village andin ny case;c;tn:vaag rc1>(t)acs)<*-§rved that
e dormi ory was constr_ucte ata midpoint of the villagé
settings. This village domitory v, 2 functional organisation

Wn as among other tribes of
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which used to teach the younger unmarried male folks the
rich traditional heritage and trained them how to prepare
lands for shifting cultivation through slash and burn methoed,
make the implements individually that were needed for shift-
ing cultivation. Further, the village dormitory of the Karbi
society was helping the younger male folks to accept the
oral traditions and also to cultivate the concept of ‘we’ feel-
ing among the members of the village. Because this Farla
as a village institution used to perform all social services to
the villagers and also if needed to the individual families,
when situation demanded. For the services no remunera-

tions were demanded.

Furthermore, the members of the village dormitory
were helping the poor, destitute, helpless and old people
in such a way that all these people were to be specific - not
dying out of starvation. Really this was one of the unique
and finest careing services rendered by the Farla of the
Karbi society. However, it is very painful to state that from
our own field experience in some places of Lumbajong
Development Block, Howraghat Development Block, Nilip
Development Block that with the advent of endogenous
forces like modernisation in general and growing of indi-
vidualism at all interactional levels the community sentiment
nurtured by the Farfa of the Karbi society gradually faded

away.

It is the irony on the part of the Karbi society that the
organisational set up of the Farla as recorded by different
writers like Bordoloi et al. (1987 : 65) was exhibiting a strict
hierarchy and various works of it were earmarked to be
performed by the specific designated individuals, simply
vanished with the onslaught of modernisation process. The
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modernisation instead of helping to cultivate unity a_"d
integrity in the society helped to cultivate sub-cultures like
low empathy, community disorganisation and mutual
disturbances, etc. In reality the Karbi society is suffer!ng
from syndrome in its social sphere. While modernis.atIO_n
is welcome in the Karbi society but the way it is coming IS
not desirable. If the colourful traditional institutions like Fara
could be taken on backdrop then possibly this fast
modemisation syndrome with conflicting sub-cultures could
not have been experienced. However, in a modest way the
present authors would try to provide a scenario as to how
traditional institutions could be revived in a new way to
augment the process of development of the Karbi society.

The third - in the present context (the last one) - tra-
ditional institution among the Karbis was the grain bank
and it was popularly known among the Karbis as Kerung
Amei. This was a unique traditional institution among the
Karbis as it was the finest example of primitive commu-
nism among them. This grain bank used to serve the needy
people of the village during the non-harvesting periods by
providing grains as per their requirements, The grains which
were provided by the villagers themselves on quota basis
and all the villagers used to donate grains to this commu-
nity grain bank with a view to get grains in times of need.
This was an institution which was an economic one and
was based on emotiong| solidarity of the village people.

Bordoloi et al. (1987 - 66-67) mentioned that there
were three types of grain banks among the Karbis and they
described them as under - _

‘In the first type all the families irrespective of their
social status has to contripyte 5 kgs. of paddy after the
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annual harvest to the grain bank. During the leaq months of
the next year the poor and needy famil[es are given paddy
on loan with the condition that the principal along with 50%
interest in kind must be returned after the harvest.

The second type of grain bank is confined to thg male
youths of the village. An assigned plot of land is cqltlvated
by them and the produce is kept in a granary. Duflng I_gan
months paddy is given on loan to the needy Karbi families
to be repaid with 50% interest after the next harvest. The
paddy found to be excess of requirement is sold only to the
Karbi families at 10% less than the prgvaulmg market
price.The sale proceeds are used for the improvement of
village library, school building and approach road, etc.

The third type of grain bank is confined to the aged
male members of a Karbi village. In t.hIS case also like the
type Il an assigned plot of land is cultlvatc_ed by al! the aged
persons of the village and the produce is kept in a store
constructed specially for this purpose. This bartm)k s:ryes all:
the co-operative credit society. Paddy of the ban is so’t
when the price goes up and the sale p(ocefads are given 9{
the needy families on loan to be repaid with cent percen

interest.

iption i Id very well be com-

m the above descnpt:pn .lt cou r
mentedFtrr?at this traditional instltutlop helped the peoplg in
times of need by providing food grains anFi as Bordoloi et
al. (1987 : 67) contended, it helped to get rid of the unscru-

pulous village mahajans. _

[ ducted among
ever, our field study which was con
the Kar't-)’i?cl)f Howraghat Development Block revealed the
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gradual extinction of this important traditional institution. The
villages of Sapong area, centre Bazar area and in some
villages nearby Howraghat town did not have such grain
banks. In most of the villages it had been found that the
Karbi villagers already came under the clutch of non tribal
people who_forced them to alienate their lands under
different systems viz., Paikas, Sukti Bandhak, Khoi
Bandhak, Mena and Adhiar systems (Bordoloi, 1991 : 216-
218). These systems virtually made the Karbi people
refugee in their own lands ang made them to live like
paupers. This is really a very dreadful situation thoughwe
could see in the limited way while conducting our field study.
It is feared that if this present trend of alienation of tribal
land would continue then the Karbi society as a whole would

suffer severely in its socio-economic development. We
hope this point shoulq be seen critically.

From the foregoing paragraphs it is becoming clear
that no traditional institutions of the Karbi societies are
funqtlor!lng due to onslaught of modernisation process
(mainly induced). As stated earlier, modemisation process
is welcomg p}lt not at the cost of the people for whom this
process is initiated to make their quality of life better, durable
and enjoyable. That is why, the present authors are of the
opinion that the traditional insfitutions of the Karbis should

be viewed to act as catalytic agents for augmenting the
process of development in the Karbi society.

The village council Mejshoyig be revived in all Karb
villages and

combining ten Mejs, one inter Mei could be
formed covering a particular geophysical setting. More
particularly this inter Mej wouiq include ten villages which
are adjacentto each other. Wity the 73rd Amendment of
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the Constitution the much discussed concept of devo-
lution of powers to the grass root levels for making area
specific developmental plans, execution of the same by the
village people could be handled by this inter village Mei.
As envisaged in the Assam Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 at
least five thousand village people should be there for
forming a village panchayat but that could possibly be met
by this inter Mei as Karbi villages are thinly populgted. How-
ever, considering the geophysical setting of the villages the
District Council may rectify the new Panchayat Aqt and pass
new Act for keeping less number of members instead of
five thousand to form a village Panchayat. Howe\{er, the
procedures of electing the Presidents, Secretaries anq
Members should be elected as stated in.tr}e Panchayat Raj
Act with necessary rectification of requiring t.h? represen-
tation of less number of villages by gach mdnvndugl mem-
bers and other office-bearers. The Dls'{rlct Council should
introduce this new concept of inter Mei for proper devglu-
tion of power in the development process and the monitor-
ing authority should be the Development Block. If this could |
be done, the villagers would be able to identify themselves
as Actors (in Parsonian sense) for their own economic de-
velopment by chalking out the developmental plans of their
own village settings to which they know better and for ex-
ecution of the same necessary funding should be provided

by the District Council.

3 or Jirkedam should be revived and like
the pre\-ll;gﬁst?I:;ge council inter Faﬂa c;oqld be f0|:med with
necessary funding from the Dlstrlpt COUH(:JI' tg buy
ecologically suitable agricultf.nral fa(mlng machineries for
mechanisation of agriculture in thg vullag_es. Inter Farla can
act as Co-operative Farming Society which would be more
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one su - i

Bazar é’:_o%:r:l:isfa;lve Farming Society named Centre

Bazarin the yoar ‘?g aming Society was formed at Centre
88 and initially though it could attract

people fOrco.o erati a1 .
years it lost its zign?;::al:lhcl::ahon oflandholdings yetin latter

This is necegg
institution tg Wo?,iy 1o make the inter Farla as viable
Numbers of villagesln the Karbi setting. However, more
Inter Jirkedarm if , ¢an be included under inter Farfa of
‘o € agricultyre lands are less in number
operation, Thg Willer Y modern facilities for agricultural
able the individual Karbi cultivators

to get rid of alignas:
. €nation
stated in the precedin;; ;?ggr:gger different systems @S

. Thegrain b
by side with the fomf::; Kerung Ameishould be revived side

bank should not gy, 2 OF INter Farig, However, this grain
the villagers by also j CeIve grains through contribution ©
Spare parts of agricl?“'t Shoulq act as sale sc;iepc:psit of seeds,
in agricultural Operatiour?l Machineries, diese|. etc., neede

this grain bank g sn Mechanized way. Like inter Faria
§hould be equippegq Witgm include five villages and this
in which District Goyyp, Al the facilities as stated above:
that farming Operatigp, (t:h S unding wigy|q be required SO
suffer from the nop... -u9h Mechanization should not

pest’cides’ felﬁ"zers' S;)aa\'/.ail)abllity of impl’oved SeedS:
arts and more importantly the
portantly
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diesel to run agricultural machineries. Easy accessibility of
required facilities through grain bank would help the mecha-
nization of agriculture successful in Karbi village settings.

To conclude it may be stated that revival of tradi-
tional institutions of the Karbi society by infusing in them
the new roles to be played as stated in the immediate pre-
ceding paragraphs would go a long way in modernising
Karbi society. In this context, it is expected that the District
Council would take the matter very seriously.
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VERSE NARRATIVES OF THE DIMASAS : A
STUDY OF NATIVE ETHNOGRAPHY

Nabin Chandra Sarma

(ONE)

The Dimasa tribeis an important branch of the great

Boro group. They are culturally Indo-Mongoloid and linguis- -

?(cally belong to Tibeto-Burman family. Generally the term
Sachan is also used to suggest various tribes such as Boro,
onowal, Thengal, Dimasa and so forth. The Dimasas are
still known as hills Kachari and even they were considered
ta::; ?u:;tnbe of the Kachari tribe till the middle part of the
el e dcentl{ry. Butlater on they were considered as an
pha ggg‘l e_pt tribe particularly in the Census Report of In-
ism by the ?e bulk of the Dimasas have accepted Hindu-
cently a fevs l;’icess of Sanskritization, Of course, very re-
o oo rfnasas have converted into Christianity due
siona ?\cc 0 d!he Proselytizing zeal of the Christian mis-
nt/h ording to the myth prevalent orally amongst
them, they are the children of Bangla Raja who may be
equated with Siva-Mahadey,, The Dimasas are mostly
seftling in the North Cachar Hjjig giggrict. On the other hand.

the Dimasa settlementg are a : . I
' on
and the Cachar districts of A::af;und in the Karbi Anglongd

The etymological meaning of the term dimasa may
be explained in these ways : g = water, ma = big and s3=
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children, i.e. children of a big river. The Dimasa believe that
they are the children of the river Dhansri or Dhansiri. After
migration they used to settle on the banks of the river
Dhansiri and thus they were known as Dimasa. The
Kacharis of the Brahmaputra Valley are known as Bodo (or
Boro) or Bodofisa, i.e., children of Bodofa. Similarly, the
Kacharis settled permanently on the banks of the river
Dhansri or Dhansiri call themselves Dimasa or Dimafisa.
The Dimasas of the district of Cachar are also known as

Barman (Bordoloi, 1984 : 247).

Both the patrilineal and the matrilineal system of de-
scent are prevalent in the Dimasa societies. They deter-
mine their descent depending on the sex difference. As for
example, a man primarily determines his descent from his
paternal grandfather as well as concurrently from maternal
grandmother. A woman primarily determines her descent
depending on her maternal grandmother and at the same
time from her paternal grandfather. So itis evident that the
Dimasa descent system is a combination of matrilineal and
patrilineal modes (Danda, 1978 : 42). Clan exogamy is an
important feature of the Dimasas. They are strictly monoga-
mous. The practice of polygamy is notin vogue. Of course,
sequential polygamy is also not uncommon. The concept
of lineage is not found in their societies. In the social
organisation of the Dimasas, the family seems to be the
strongest structural and functional unit.

(TWO)

Although the Dimasa language is not rich in written
tradition nonetheless itis rich in oral tradition. Verse narra-
tive or ballad is an important genre of oral tradition. The
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Dimasa oral tradition may claim its uniqueness in respect

of verse narratives or ballads. But out of a large number of

ballads only seven ballads have been explored so far. These

ballads may be classified into the following classes view-

ing the contents revealed in the body of these verse narra-

tives, e.g.,

(a) Historical : Jinjja Ré&ji and Maibangmé Ha-gér-béani ;

(b) Legendary : Dishru ;

(c) Magical or supernatural or wonderous : Snemduriand
Améluh-Diméluh ; and

(d) Realistic: Johay4, Harifa and Perbéla-Géangela.

(a) Historical ballad

This class of ballad generally deals with historical
events like enemy attack, cruel lords, stories about events
tha’f affected the life of local communities, episodes about
national and social heroes and so forth. Such type of bal-

'ac{s may function as oral history and they may furnish ma-
terial for written history.

In the ambit of the historical ballads of the Dimasas

two b?llgds may be included, such as, Maibangmé Hé-
Gérbani and Jinija Raji.

The Méibangma H&- Gérbani :This ballad narrates a his-
tong:al event of the Dimasas which forced them to foresake
Maibang, one of their capitals. The new invaders Ahom at-

tacked the Dimasa Kingdom which resulted in the fall of

Maibang and thus they were driven away from Maibang-
The stowelement of the ballad is no doubt weak, nonethe-
less an idea of the historical event may be traced. As such
it is not lack of narrative elements.
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A Dimasa king was lamenting being unable to re-
store Maibang from the possession of the Ahoms. He along
with his subjects would not be able to stay at Maibang un-
der the Ahoms. They were compelled to abandon Maibang,
a capital so dear to them, a capital full of memorials of their
forefathers. They would have to live in the vicinity of unknown
communities. He could not protect Maibang even he failed
to uphold the interest of his subjects. Here is a specimen :

“We are compelled to abandon Maibang

| could not protect the interest of my subjects
Where will we go now ?

We will never get a place like Maibang.

But we cannot stay here, .
We will have to forsake Maibang.” (Duwara, 1988 : 135)

Jinija R&ji : This ballad is also based on historical event.
Tradition has it that once the Dimasa ruled over the entire
south bank of the Brahmaputra river. The capital-of their
kingdom was situated near the present Naharkatiya. But
the Ahoms subjugated their kingdom and eventually the
Dimasas were driven back to the western bapk of the river
Dhansiri. Even they were forced tp Ieaye Dimapur by the
Ahom military. The then Dimasa king shifted the capital of
his kingdom to Maibang. But during the rule_ of Rudra Simha,
the Ahom soldiers defeated the Dlmqsa king _and thus they
occupied Maibang. As a result, the Dimasa king had to flee

to Khaspur.

The ballad was composed in the above mentioned
historical setting. Like the first historical baliad, this ballad
is also structurally loose and only a faintidea of the historical
events may be guessed. The ballad reminds the Dimasas




136 _Tn'bal Tradition and Development in the Hill Areas of Assam

in general to their past valour and glory and encourages

them to stand unitedly to protect the age long tradition of
the Dimasas. Here is a specimen :

“O my Dimasa people |

You are the worthy sons of the soil,

Don't forget the tradition of your grandmother;
Don'tembrace the foreigners’ tradition.

O my Dimasa people !

Promise to follow the tradition of your forefathers,
And to restore your land.” (Barua, 1980: 31)

(b) Legendary ballad

The legendary ballag aims to narrate a legend. A

'133792" f’;g)a'tta'e which has historic validity (Linda Degh,
hist. ori( of a may be considered as the archive of the pre-
expertoncy ;:)eople. The !eggnd relates an extra-ordinary
Degh opinestl:‘-}tvent Which is believed to be true. Linda
its frame and fa the legend does not have a polished style,
into a logical cc;]rrp do not co-ordinate narrative elements
able, reactin ain. Hence, the legend is extremely vari-
modify and gsensitively to local and immediate needs that
ro reformu|?te both the narratives and the mes-

Nicate. The legend, above all, is more
more likely to develop local patterns in

oy to migrate and spread cross-cultur-
M the simple communication of belief
evels to the most intricate, multi-episodic

local than the tale,
spite of its tenden
ally. It ranges fro
through various |
narrative (lbid).

The legendary ballad of the Di
: masas encompasses
only one ballad namely, Dishny. The theme of this bzllad is
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summarized below :

Hariram was a very powerful king of the Dimasas.
Like other kings of the Dimasa land he wanted to proceed
to dense forest for hunting wild elephants and horses. At
that time his queen was pregnant. The king called on an
astrologer to know about the sex of the would be child. The
astrologer told him that a male child would bring fortune, on
the contrary, a female child would bring misfortune. As such,
the king advised his queen to nourish the child in agolden
palanquine if she delivered a male child and to kill forth with
if she delivered a female child. Thus, the king set out for
hunting. There upon, the queen delivered a female child.
The ministers advised her not to kill the infant. She did not
kill the baby. The child was named after Dishru. Sixteen

| years rolled on. Dishru attained womanhood. King Hariram

came back with his soldiers. He wanted to marry the girl
being enchanted with her beauty. The queen disclosed the
secrecy relating to the girland told that Dishru no other than
his own daughter. But the infatuated king turned adeaf ear
to the advice of his wife rather he killed her thinking that the
queen was the only impediment in between the king and
Dishru. But being aware of the evil design of the father
Dishru fled in midnight to Manipur. Thereafter nobody had
seen her (Barua, 1980: 37-50; 1981, 95-119). A stanza of

the ballad is given belowas a specimen :

“Q queen whois She ?

So beautiful the girlis !

| shall have her as my queen.

Is she a young maid of the Asim (Ahom)
Or.s ayouth of the Thuru ?

No matter | shall marry her.” (Barua, 1980: 40)
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(c) Magical or Supernatural or wonderous ballad

(1928 : 60). Furih . ;
the ballads jg thuser' mention may be made that magicin

. rather hom cpeg
beings of supem NEspun staff, if it is not work by
148) PemMmatural quality ang powers (Gerould, 1957

Two b )
Snemduﬁandiﬁq/s current in the oral tradition Viz-
of magic or gy ea U-Diméluh May be termed as ballads

Pernatura| o wonderous ballads, Since

magical or supernat
Context of these two b:;ztjzlements predominate in the

Snemduri : $ne :
. mdur;
S ' Was the Youngest sister of seven

elder brotherg
Snemduri wag broughitupafents at her early childhood-

attained Womanhggg P by her seven brothers. She

forest in search of Wo "® day all the brothers went to @

keeping her insige ac 00 to make 4 loom for their sistér

by them not to open, e°Sed door hut, She was instructed

call of her seven brothers, ‘;L‘:lf;ﬂtlhaend unless she heard the
Yy setout.

A wicked demgp,
of Snemduri along wit, }th résided near the homesteaf!

but he could not find oy as; ; sf V':anted to marry Snemdur!
Chance as she was always
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well guarded by her elder brothers. The much awaited
golden opportunity came to him. He then proceeded and
requested Snemduri to open the door. But the girl refused
vehemently to do according to the direction of the demon.
There upon, the sister of the demon who was a witch could
perform all deeds by her magical power. She requested
Snemduri to open the door in the voice of her eldest
daughter. The panic stricken girl opened the door.quickly
but having seen the demon instead of her brothers she got
nervous. The demon closed the door and took away

Snemduri.

After a while all the brothers came and requested
her repeatedly to open the door. Even they made futile
attempt to open the door. They could realize that Snemduri
was taken away by the wicked demon. Being frustrated
they committed suicide jumping into a burning fire. The
death of all the brothers had delighted the demon. He came
back along with Snemduri to the courtyard of the seven

brothers and proposed to marry her. She wanted to play a
trick. Snemduri directed the demon to fetch water from a
nearby spring in a perforated bamboo tube. He obeyed
the direction and proceeded. In that opportunity she
decorated a mortar with beautiful dresses and omaments
and kept it at her loom and jumped into the same burning
fire to save herself from the lust of the demon. The enraged
demon thought that Snemduri was busy with weaving. With
a view to devouring Snemduri he crashed the mortar in
such a way that all his teeth got cracked and thus he

breathed his last.

A fragment of the ballad is furnished overleaf.
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“All the brothers meet with death

Surely Snemduri shall be mine.”

The demon proposed thus,

Snemduri played a trick,

She directed the demon

Tofetchwaterin a perforated bamboo tube
from a nearby spring.

The demon obeyed ang thus proceeded.
She decorated a mortar with her costumes,
Kept the mortar at her loom

And jumped into the burning fire.” (Barua, 1980 : 56)

Amaluh-Dimaluh : ‘This ballad i
ad is also known as
t:nglabdao-Harangdao as it narrates the tragic death of
h nglabg{ao-Harangdao, the hero of the verse narrative. The
ero hailed from the royal clan known as Langlabdao-

hasnusa and the locale of theb - f
i allad ,oneo
the capitals of the Dimasa kingdom. was Maibang

Langlabdao-Haran s S
by playing with two Jittle qj gdao passed his childhood day

One day the
with honeyed words t
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There upon, Amaluh inflected evil charms on the person of
the hero:

“l am chanting these magical charms
Be affected Langlabdao-Harangdao
Be the figures of either hand merged into the stem.
Be the hair stuck with the leaves of the Sago-palm
Be the hands merged into the skin of the tree.”

The person of the unfortunate hero thus stuck into
the Sago-palm. The father of the hero along with his follow-
ers cut the tree, but they could not see the hero but could
see only a tuft of the hero’s hair. Thena pajr of myna birds
flew away from the fallen tree. Arpaluh dls.appeared but
Dimaluh committed suicide. Here is a specimen :

“O my dear Amaluh-Dimaluh !
The Sago-palm is very tall,
| cannot climb.
But at the cost of your love
| am climbing.

O my dear Amaluh-Diméaluh _
What's wonder ! my hands merge into the stem,

My hair stick to the leaves of the Sago-pa!lm i
O my dear ! neither | can move nor can climb.

(d) Realistic ballad

This type of ballad reflects “a more or less realistic
attitude to life and may describe ordinary affaus.even love,
occasionally. The marvellous hardly enters into them”
(Goswami, 1970 : 51). A few such type of ballads are also
found in the oral tradition of the Dimasas. Of these Johaya,
Harifa, Perbala-Gangela are worth mentioning.
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Johéyé : Johaya was a young and handsome artist. He
could sing and play on drums with superb perfection. Simi-
larly he was proficient in catching fish. Johaya was loved
by all for his extraordinary qualities. A young maiden en-
dowed with youthful charm loved him. At that time the colo-
nial rule of the British was expanded upto Chittagong- TheY
took a plan to construct railway lines in that area. The offic-
:2 entrusted to this work, were in dearth of labourers- EVe"
Joh\;‘\ p;ocured labourers from the hills region of Assam-
couldyn:t,?'s taken away forcibly by them as a |abourer. Hé
heartuor 'Vei happily at the unknown place. His mind "
ofthe Dir: always attracted by the enchanting panorama
Johaya ha?is? land and the sweet memory of his beloved-
Being dis ° §uﬁer alot, even he could notsing 2 songd-
waiting fo poointed he disappeared. His belove was
g for him with a high hope. She tried to s01a¢ her

heart by singing tragi :
: ra dis
given below asga sp%lgimsoer:?-s . A fragment of the palla

%ﬁ‘;ébyél' my beloved may come.
She C:;Ved of Johaya comes out ;
Butshe ;e?:fi\:es with love and passion aroun®
Agai “CIVes none.
?\Z‘goh'::gr;g the barking of dogs

nothing except a group of fisherme-

Harifé : The ballag
n entitlead i «ca o 1OVE
story. Harifa ang Dur:,t]@ed Harifa narrates a beautifu loand

the heroin of this ba|q didi are delineated as the hero 19
merchant. He used tg - PeCtively. The hero was a Y?a p

sold his commodities 1Y i Merchandises bY bo? s

a ; |
land. One day he met ay & village markets of the Atthe |
i

oung giri named Dumaid

\
lfL
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first sight they fell in love. Both the hero and the heroin
wanted to marry each other. She took him to her father’s
house to have consent from her parents and seven broth-
ers. But they flatly refused to accept Harifa as their son-in-
law and insulted him. Being frustrated he proceeded to-
wards the ford and started to row the boat. His sweetheart
could not remain patiently but followed him and requested
Harif4 to take away her with him. At the first instance Harifa
vehemently rejected the proposal of Dumaidi. But ultimately
Harifa accepted her as his wife and both of them pro-
ceeded by a boat to the land of Harifa. Thus the ballad is

ended with a happy union of the lover and the beloved.

Here is a specimen :

Harifa proceeded by steeringa boat.
Dumaidi ran through a bank of the river

“ O my.beloved Harifa, please listen to me.”
“O my sweetheart Dumaidi

| have heard your request,

Please tell what's the matter ?”

“O my beloved Harifa, please listen to me.

| am willing to dine with you in the same dish.’

Perbels-Gangelé : This ballad tells a fascinated love-story.
Perbela, a Dimasa youth loved Gangela, a Dimasa maiden
more than his life. But one day being angry with beloved
Gangela he set out to his own village. Gangeléa could not
bear the pangs of separation with her would be husband.
She made attempts totrace out Perbela with endless tears.
But her attempts were futile. The people of the area could
not remain aloof. They made a plan to bring Perbela back.
At the request of the villagers he came back. The villagers
solemnized the marriage ceremony of both Perbela and
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Gangela. Thus, they again started jhum cultivation in their
fields. Here is a specimen :

Water of the river Baila flows.

Tear of Gangela also flows.

Water of the river Baila has an end,
Butthe tear of Gangela has no end.

(Duwara, 1988 : 117-18)

(THREE)

Folklore particularly verbal art mirrors the na:!zz
sthnography. The apparent meaning of a prose narrat

is not the real meaning of this genre. Since, in the conte

. > . 's
of either prose-narrative or verbal narrative the unsaid!

more important than what g said. As such, itis difficult 10

say that verbal art ajms to give amusement only. Of courrls)a'l
of the multiple functions of Ve hic

ore may furnish ethnograP

May ¢ p
mental content of the peg Y ‘reflect the modal or Y

. - Plein : . e are .
thatdeal.... directly with Stateg ofa';?]gl’e(tlza,;: ee? a|,,1966 ‘
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. According to Kalin the thematic content of either prose
::r?')atﬁ/es or vgrse narratives is the thought system qf that
society, which can be best compqred to ethnoqraphxc rat-
ings. Again, the ethnographic rat.lngs are n?thung but the
“description of the action or reality system” (Kalin et al.,
1966 : 584-86). So it can easily be gssumgd th"at the na-
tives describe ideal behaviour in their narratives” (Janson,

1977 : 277).

tries to interpret the narratives from two as-
pects, g; I ,bé\) the behavioural model and (b) the psycho-
logical (psycho-analytic) approach. Under the asp.ect ofthe
behavioural model, Colby observes that narratives may
describe sanctions and prohibited behavnour ........ or c.je-
scribe various types of useful bghawour and strategies
(Colby, 1966a : 381). The narratlves are greated by the;
natives of a particular culture to present the: ideal system o
norms prevalent in the contemporary society. Colby :ay'ﬁ
that narratives are a model for behavugur and as sug6 gvbn |
be more structured than actual behavugur (Colby, 1 6b :
798). So, we can come to the cpnclugon that narratives
are a reflection of the native society. R:g_htly does Obls'ewe
Boas:“........ we may expect that Fhe dominant cultt.Jra. inter-
ests are reflected in them (narratlveg, myths). The incidents
mirror the life of the people and their occupations ?nd So-
cial life may in part be reconstructed from these tales” (Boas,
19%8: ?ize).other aspect of Kolby'sf interpret_atic:n is
psychological or psycho-ana!ytic. To.hlm a narrative “may
function as a cathersis it :nay liberate on.e from the
immediacy of his own situa_t|on. (Co.lby, 1966a : 381). -The
psycho-analytic approach is primarily based on the direct
relationship between narratives and society.
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The narratives particularly the verse narratives of the
Dimasas may reflect their cultural mores, as such they may
rightly be considered as the native ethnography of the
Dimasas. As for example, it may be pointed to the Dishru,
a wellknown verse narrative of the Dimasas. The narrative
has mirrored a society in which polygamy was in vogue-
Even a husband killed the first wife to pave the way for his
second marriage. The social status of woman was inferior
to male. Infanticide particularly female infanticide was
customary in the Dimasa societies. This can be testified
by the fact that king Hariram ordered his queen to kill the
child if she delivered a female baby. The Dimasas believed
in the prediction of astrologer. Hunting was popular even

among the kings. They hunted elephants, horses and s
on.

The father's incest ¢ tuation to his young gir
as narrated in the verse nuac;tlast:cfeatentitled Dishru may bé
explained from the ethnographical points of view. The
ncestuous infatuation of the father towards his OWn daughter
and daughter's attempt to resist her father by escaping
nerseif from the palace - il thege events may be explained
In terms of the conflict between the patriarchal system and
matriarchal order in which the matriarchal system i
defeated. Originally the Dimasa society was matriarchal
which was succeeqeq by authoritarian Pa‘t"ia‘mh-aI
principles. The incesty, oUS desite of the ’father to his

daughter may again g . . . ooints
of view. Says Monke Kexplamed fromhe Freudian Po"

y- in min
was that all men inhg:!e “Whgt Freud really had In™"
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In the present we have severe taboos againstincest and
infanticide as well as parricide but these acts were
stronger in the past. Because, primeval man must have
been much more emotional and jealous, and less
restrained in his pulses, than modern man (ibid).

The ballad entitled Dishru is also associated with
the rain compelling rite current amongst the Dimasas. Belief
has it that if the ballad is sung to the accompaniment of
muri (a wind instrument) and kham (drum) in the. cpntext
of rain compelling rite rain will come. Moreover, it s also
believed that being worried and disheartened Dishru left
the palace and proceeded towards north and there she
transformed herself into a big river. This river is known as

Dhansiri still today.

The Dimasas follow the patriarchal social system.
Male is the owner of property. Nuclear type of family is in
vogue in their societies. Of course, joint family system is
also not uncommon. A family runs in accordance Wlt'h the
direction of the head of the family. The mother of Dishru
was killed at the instance of her husband. Similarly D|§hr9
was compelled to foresake her housg by her fathgr. Harlfa
was rejected by the father of Dumaidi as a suitor of h_ls
daughter. In many cases, it is also seen .that a young girl
does not hesitate even to violate the directions of her father
and elder brothers. Dumaidi not even violated the
directions of her father and elder brgthers bgt even
accepted Harifa as her husband disregarding the
patriarchal binding of the society. In the context of marriage
clan exogamy was strictly followed and the act of violation
was considered as incest. The parents of Langlabdao-
Harangdéo vehemently rejected to marry Amaluh and
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Dimaluh as they were not reckoned in the same clan of
Langlabdao-Harangdao. A legal marriage cannot be settled
upless the social approval. In this context, approvals of the
kinsmen and the kinswomen are also needed.

The practice of jhum cultivation was and is still
popular among the Dimasas, During the cultivation and at
the time of harvesting both marriageable young men and
women sing songs full of love and yeamning which give them
2:0(2)8‘2?,"“,“0 meet and exchange their feelings and to
furnish suilr: ire partners. The ballad Perbels-Gangeld may
narratives reﬂe?hons of the Dimasa societies. The versé
regardin thmem'oma(.1 above may give us a fair idea
life is prir?1a ? Sconomic life of the Dimasas. The economic
areas as s: )rlu based on agriculture. As they live in the hilly
cultivation |§ - they have to depend on jhum, i.e., shifting
the Dimas.as agdy.a"d Maize are the major food crops of
bottle-gourd . eslde.s‘ they produce sugar-cane, pepper
addition to . PUmpkin, cotton, banana and sO forth. In
products 39}’ ‘culture, food gathering collection of forest

o ang th.e.catue, pig and poﬁltry birds, spinnipg,

Caves are essential items in various

contexts such ag .
. Marria ‘ jal
gatherings and so on ge ceremony, worships, SOC

migration, settlement, pojiti
of the places of capita|

may fumish information of theil

cal rivalry and battle, changind
and so forth,

At the beginning of the ballag Jinjia-Raji, prayers

e
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have been offered to Madaidao ( = Siva ) and Madaidi (=
wife of Siva i.e., Parvati ). Both Madaidao and Madaidi
are traditionally enjoying exalted position in other ballads
and traditional oral songs also. So it is logical to say that
the Dimasas were and are still worshippers of these two
deities. Besides they believe in different ghosts, spirits,
demons and witches. Like the Misings, the Dimasas also
considered Wednesday as the most auspicious day. The
mother of Langlabdéo-Harangdao had proceeded to settle
the marriage of her son on a Wednesday.

Ballads like Dishru, Snemduri, Améluh-Diméluh

and so forth may testify that spinning and weaving, cooking
are requisite qualifications of an ideal bride.

Most of the ballads may give a clear picture of
various beliefs and superstitions, rites and rituals current
among the Dimasas. The dive of an otter and the rattles of
déukangra (i.e., a kind of bird) at the time of setting out,

are considered as inauspicious.

Thus, the ballads of the Dimasas may cast
significant light on various dimensions of their cultural life
such as, ethnic composition of the population, language
spoken, social structure, religions embraced, world-view,
styles of art and so forth. Detailed and systematic study of
this genre of verbal art would give a comprehensive picture
of the native ethnography of the Dimasas.
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE LAND RESOURCE MAN-
AGEMENT BY THE HILL KARBIS IN HAMREN
SUBDIVISION OF KARBI ANGLONG DISTRICT

Deben Saikia

ABSTRACT:

Natural gifts when utilised by human beings with their avail-
able tools and technology for their satisfaction, turn into resources.
All human activities are concentrated around the resources. Extent
and mode of resource utilisation of a particular locality determine

the economic standard of the same.

The hilly section of Assam is inhabited by a numbt.er of tn‘_bal
groups. Their standard of living is lower than the:. sn.u.roundu.)g plal.ns,
As such, mode of resource utilisation is also primitive. This section
al quantity of natural gifis but due to some
these are yet to be fully utilised. The recent
governmental efforts to make a breakthrough to the adve'rse social,
economic and geographical conditions facea m.lmbc.er of hmdra.nces.
A proper qualitative study regarding the estimation of available

wealths, methods followed by the population section c.oncerne(!, pre-
vailing culture of the society and ultimately formulation of suitable
th the existing values are the necessities

policies that can ¢p WiI thi an attempt is being made to
ituation demands.In this paper
that the situation ubdivision of Karbi Anglong

touch the above objectives for Hamren s
district.

possesses a substanti
inverse circumstances

Hamren is one of the three subdivisions of the Karbi
A district of Assam. It covers a geographical area of
3%93‘22% km., with a total population of 1,83,396 as per 1991
densus. This region is the north-east extension of Meghalaya
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plateau which is an integral part of Deccan plateau of
South India, separated by Garo-Rajmahal gap. Topo-
graphic condition is very uneven due to the presence 0

alternate low hills, leaving only a little fringe of plains tothe -

north and north-east, formed due to the erosional action of
the Kopili and its different fingures. Endowed with tropica!
climate this region is the homeland of a numerous ever
green and deciduous varieties of trees.

" This region is traditionally occupied by a number of
ribal groups of which Karbis are dominant. The concept©
teth|ronment§1I determinism can be well recognised - the
'?ughts, be{lefs and practices are strongly shaped by the
Physiographic factors that have compelled this region t0
femain backward as compared to the neighbouring piain®:

As a tribe of hij| region, like the other parts of the
:°:"i"tl;y as well as the \?vorl’d, they sustain upon the
T?‘e?rufturm activities by following their trad itional method.
oo 00d habit is glgq supplemented by collected ropts,

©S and fruits from, the nearby forests. At the same timé

hey ma . i .
conﬁnesr,lage their habitat knowingly or unknowingly theil

T .
he statys of ‘partially excluded area’ as introduced

by the Britj uc

thyese a%gg:hd%"emment and their ‘close door policy to

OfPreservatioese“’e considerable importance in respec
N Oftheir tradition and culture.

In recent
e d
scholars a ngay ars a number of departments an

, _ t
dimensions of the tg'zd With an attempt to unearth differen

created a platform;I als. Though late, these analyses N2¥
O further study and implementation ©
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'policy formulated by the departments.

In this paper an attempt is made to focus some light
on their traditional land resource management and the new
position in response to the introduction of new policies
especially formulated for this region. In this connection, both
land and forest endowments of this region are included here

within land resource group.
TRADITIONAL MODE OF RESOURCE MOBILISATION

(1) MANAGEMENT OF LAND : The day-to-day lifestyle of the
individuals and the community as a whole of the Karbi tribe
is shaped largely by nature. Natural gifts when utilised by
the mankind for their benefits with their cultural equipments
turn to resource. Karbis are the children of nature. Their
philosophy, custom, tradition and the societal values
develop as a result of interaction with the soil. Before
establishing this locality as their homeland they already
acquainted with the technique of shifting cultivation which
they are supposed to have learnt from a Kuki man. Close
man-land relationship is indispensable in this method of

cultivation.

The land area which they consider to be their own,
actually belongs to the entire village community. It restricts
the growth of individual sentiment. The headman and the
elderly people of the village usually select the sites for felling

and burning of vegetative cover for the purpose of jhuming.
Initially this practice necessitates the shifting of their

settlement, but it is restricted by some boundaries, defined
with some permanent features. The reasons behind this
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can be summarised as follows :

1. Originally they are hill dwellers, thatis why, they ultimately

encroach upon the hilly tracts of the region and select this

form of livelihood.

2,- More than 90% of the region is covered with hills. Very

Ilttlt-? amount of plains land is available for other forms of

cultivation. Further, the equipments in their possession aré

also very crude and primitive.

g% tﬁ;cha;an gran?te ar_ld basalt rocks cover a large portion

favourssu ace. Thin soil formation in areas devoid of rocks

P only this mode of cultivation.

c;eaibearsg:- distribution and less number of population als°

5 T spltablg atmosphere for the same.

v-e etart)‘lcal climate favours the quick regeneration of
9etation and dense growth of deciduous and evergree”

f ,
ér:\?rt:t::ta ;;l:ﬁ;eas? the organic soil nutrients. it
daily life can b agricultural products that they need in t®

€ accrued f
7. Com ; rom the same field.
have dr?\:::%gf;eelmgs and the sentiment of mutu@
likes. This hag Sthhe Necessity of private property an
aped their customs and traditions-

8. Their culty X ,
cultivation, re grows with the development of shi

| help
d the

ftind

stronghold with, th ®M with extra advantage to ma_ke is
the sole form of ?aso'l' The portrait of shifting CUItiva'tloﬂI:e
society. "d resource management within t

Theland .
kingdom and ar:Ve",”e System was absent within the Ka}rb'
°Minal share was offered to the rulind
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family (the King of the traditional monarchial system known
as Lindokpo) as a sign of obedience and honour to the
King. The members of the ruling family, usually distributed
almost in all the prominent settiements, have the responsi-
bility to gather the offering and despatchiit to the Capital.
The actual time duration of the system that prevails within
this community is not known. But it is proved that during the
reign of Ahom King Pratap Singha (1603 - 41 AD) the Karbis
managed their habitat and settled themselves well. Their
rich culture and tradition were also recognised by the Brit-
ish administrators who let them maintain the status quo by
declaring this region as ‘partially excluded area’. The same
principle was also followed by the Sub Committee of Con-
stituent Assembly (1947) at the advent of Indpendence. It
decided to rank this area under the Sixth Schedule and of-
fered some provisions to help maintain their tradition, cus-
tom and scope for self-government.

(2) MANAGEMENT OF FORESTS:: Like all the other tribal groups
of the world the Karbis also have no such definite tradition
to preserve or conserve this precious forest resource. Vir-
tually, during those days there was no idea as to what is
degradation or economic use of the resource which was
further devalued by abundance of species.

Materials for construction of their houses are solely
forest products. Wood, bamboo, cane and thatch, etc., are
used to build platform, walls and covering of roofs of their
houses that are usually constructed at the slope of the hills.
The Karbis are expert in handicrafts. They make neces-
sary items from the forest products like bamboo, cane, efc.,
for their day-to-day and social use with extreme efficiency.
The practice is not confinedtoa particular section only, but
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2:|r1ne?t allthe family members use to do it. Traditional medi-
of theaéce; collec?ed from the nearby forests by the experts
eases. T ':nmunlty that are ‘used in various types of dis-
quality. an : f-ixperts recognise the species with medicinal
that there Wp ant them."’.' their homesteads. It is supposed
as ‘Mriga ata)s no provision for preserving the forest areas
culture S, Hunting forest) for the ruling family. Their
for habitazg: bs that the_y prefer the standing dense forest
for their hous ecause it provides suitable hiding shelter
easily expose‘?js as well as villages, so that these are not
toms seemto b tq the enemies. Some of their social cus-
resource is co € interesting as the management of forest
felling of man ncemeq. Karbi social custom prohibits the
unlawful, TheniJ O and jackfruit trees, they believe it to be
trees withou ';s provnspn for penalty if anybody cuts these
cemed, becal?s: :ﬁ Srmission of the village authority con-
birth took thes ey believe that their King at the time of

® fruits into his mouth. Though there is N

scientifi :
the Prodcutc):?: ifbtﬁggd such belief it can be accepted that
some extent, and © trees supplement their foodstuff t0

ervation policy, Angt%o nsciously they follow the forest pres-

€r Superstiti the
people of Ti Perstition prevalent amongd
lated to a s:?;é?j ;f:ch“’) is that their geneology iS "
and there is prohibitj '®8, locally known as Sikagomar’

community also regatg:tfhcutting this variety of tree. The
which is also a fingure of th: gae;pgi;r::eaf procious o1
pt.

The practi ) . _
hong e ®OMMmunity and individual hunting 1S
arbis. Boar, hare, etc., are killed

———— -
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after rainfall and burning of forests, when there is plenty of
growth of new soft grass. Regarding the tiger, a rare species,
they have an interesting speculation. Attack of a tiger on
any member is regarded as a sign of great sin, who is not
fit for survival in this heavenly world. Further, felling or
clearing of trees are strictly restricted in the areas where

tigers use to live.

The points discussed above and other customs of
the community support the idea that traditional land and
forest management procedures are well balanced in the
prevalent political, economic and social standard of the
community. In a society like that of the Karbis, where
necessities of life are minimum, mutual help and
superstitions dominate the scene, one cannot expect more
developed concepts than the prevalent ones. Though there
are some drawbacks within the system that have existed,
one cannot blame the community. At present also they are
not able to get rid of the drawbacks of the environment.

THE NEW CONCEPT

The traditional and old concepts of the Karbis have
changed a lot with the changing features of economy, poli-
tics, social and environmental conditions. Spread of edu-
cation, diffusion of new innovations, policy formulation and
implementation by the authority concemed, etc., have modi-
fied their tradition, culture and customs to some extent.
Shifting cultivation and rational treatment of the vegetative
cover have become a great concern to the social workers,
politicians, policy makers, young and elite class of the so-
ciety and ultimately to general public. Economic develop-
ment with the utmost use of available natural resources
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is now the prime objective of the local government.
Environmental degradation stands in its ultimate position.
Increase of population due to natural birth and influx has
made the situation worse. Experts and planners have
evolved new devices for controlling jhum. The once popular
system is now regarded as most destructive form of
cultivation in terms of soil erosion, forest degradation, low
productivity, enhancing flood situation and ultimately the
environmental imbalance. The rise of the concept of private
property as a result of cadastral survey in this hilly region
has not only modified the traditional customs but also
lessened the traditional bindings.

In this context we must view the problem from a new
dimension. Some of the points noted earlier relate to the
fact that the hilly and uneven terrain, climate, insufficient
capital and tools, little scope for extension of plains land for
wet cultivation and application of modern inputs like
machineries, irrigation, chemical fertilizers, etc., restrict
modernisation attempt of this principal sector of economy
that provides sustenance to more than 85% of the total
population.

The result of the survey conducted by Assam Remote
Sensing Department in 1992 clearly shows that the area
and number of total population engaged in shifting cultivation
are gradually showing an upward trend in spite of constant
efforts to regulate jhum. National Agricultural Commission
(1976) reports that in the Karbi Anglong district 4.15 lakh
hectares of land is under shifting cultivation involving 45,60
tribal families, a larger section of which belongs to th®
Hamren subdivision. Reduction of jhum cycle thoud

regarded as bad to the soil and environment, the burning

" formulated some of the a
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of forest increases soil nutrients to a great extent. Burning
of vegetation increases soil pH 5.10 to 5.50 ; potassium
210 to 510 kg/ha and calcium exchange 7.15to 9.46 me_g%
(Borthakur et al., 1983). The most important point to consider
in this respect is that rituals, traditions gnd customs of the
Karbi society are intimately related to jhum. Jhuming can

be regarded as culture to the Karbi society.

The other side of the picture is different. Increase of

population reduces the jhum cycle from 8-10yrs to 3-5 yrs.

Loss of soil cover with vegetation is the main drawback of

this system. The soil erosion under different systems of
cultivation as reported by various authors is shown below:
Land use system  Soil loss (tones/hac) Beference
Shifting cultivatioon 30.2to 170.2 Smgh et al. (1980)
. Buny method 40.0to 50.0  Singh (1981)

1976)
i along slope 24.0to 62.6 G_hose( )
. Z?r?zaeg?éead aregas P upto 67.2 Singh & Singh (1981)

Natural bamboo forest 0.04 to 0.52 Singh & Singh (1981)

A WON =

he above figures reflecta higher loss of soil
nature and structure of ground
nt, which is applicable for this

i ' t of jhum fields with
region. But the compound effec

hogmestead shifting increases the figure to an unbearable
extent. So differentlongand short tgrm measures are taken
to mofivate the concerned population towards a different

i i cal government from its initigt[on
dimension. The 1068 9 ttempts to control the shifting

f them will not be out of place.

Thought abo
under shifting cultivation,
determine it to some exte

cultivation. Mention of some O

(Land and Revenue) Act 1953 provides for
land and assessment and collection of

hin the jurisdiction of the present Karbi

(1) The Mikir Hills
“management of
land revenue Wit
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Anglong District Council.

(2) The Mikir Hills District (Transfer of Land) Act 1959 is very
important for the management of land as it provides means

for protecting and promoting the interest of the scheduled
tribes (Hills) on land.

(3) The Karbi Anglong District (Land Reforms) Act 1979 makes
provision to reform the mortgage and paikas system of the
district, the system which benefitted mainly non tribals. The
hoe-tax and the Sangkhazana (House Tax) systems for

the jhum plots and houses have also been eradicated with
this Act.

(4) The Mikir Hills District (Jhuming) Regulation 1954 prohibits
the shifting of the villages from the present sites without
previous permission of the Executive Committee of the
District Council. This regulation also noted for fixation of
village boundaries in the hills which were absent previously.
This regulation also provides that the rotation, period of
Jhuming and the area cultivated by an individual, etc., will
be determined by the Executive Committee. So, itdeprives
of the village council from the selection of jhum sites. Any

contravention to the regulation will be required to pay upto
Rs. 500/- as penalty.

(5) The Mikir Hills District (Forest) Act 1857 is most important
for the management of forests, Besides reserve forest and
state reserve forest this Act makes provision for District
Council’s proposed reserve forest. Collection of minor forest
products, burning of forests, trespassing or damage by
felling of trees are also strictly prohibited. A penalty of Rs.
500/- is charged for violating the provisions of the Act.

,';"
)
)
|
i
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)

»
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i ' lated for the resource
sides these Acts formu .
managzr?‘\ent and well-being of the society a number of new

schemes are also introduced to change the feature of land
and forest utilisation. Some ofthemare:

introduced during 1964
illage scheme was mtrp 19
o Th?\::\f: tehlc;l ljhgmias to settled agrlcultqre by ;:jr;xvud‘:g
toI:?)?J;ehold water supply facility and plains !Tn or
2ultivation with an amount of 5 bighas per family.

: i i ffee ahd rubber planta-
ernative to jhuming cO ;
2. A o o was ntroduced by the Assam Plantaton . oPS
IZIJOevelopment Corporation (tp‘!’?ggg"e":‘h'gr ;"2 estates (cof-
is distric
ifn oc )Ece:cl;; g7r:i):3netrhf 7 nos.) have been started by the
ee = o

Corporation.

jecti ilitation of jhumia families to
i ective of rehabll!ta ( . to
> Wlf:ih ﬂt]ﬁi\c/):’:ion the composite pro!ect was introduc
Zﬁt:ifg 16974-75 for the welfare of the jhumias.

i ment Programme (IJDP) was
. Integrategu‘lrli?r:lgﬂggggﬁo preserve eco|og§{ c?nd 3n\g}
introduced_ rting jhumias to settled means, bui mlgtri t‘:als
ronment. dl\fteength of the family, involvement of loca trbals
e es of the project and above a.ll, all-.rm:ives e
y ?“ t:r\‘iz:a(?f the practitioners are the main objec
velop

. d above shows
stated abo
tion of the schemes :
o evalluiﬁage and composite prqect schemes face
thatthemoc® ! from the jhumias. There are many

. - tion o
a stlfrf] nlols\ C;‘; g\‘f;:“ure of the schemes. Inability to touch
leophole
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the ground level of the society, lack of proper study and
knowledge of the policy makers, non-familiarity with the
social custom and tradition of the schemes, poor
infrastructural facility of the region, etc., are the main rea-
sons of the failure of the schemes. The other schemes viz.,
Coffee and Rubber Plantation and Integrated Jhumia De-
velopment Programme, though seem to be partially suc-
cessful, they are not achieved to the extent of being supple-
mentary to the prevailing system. Because only a small
section of the society, especially from the educated sec-
tion shows some interest in these projects. Further only a
few estates are not sufficient as alternative.

CONCLUSION

. _Tpe traditional resource management scene of the
subdivision is dominated by jhum cultivation, customs and
hab'lts of the society. Jhuming shows the responses of the
society to available resource. During the earlier days their
trgd itional resource management system was well balanced
with nature, when a large part of the area was covered with

forestand the number of population was low, Above all, the

necessities of the society were fimit iron-
ment shaped their lifes ed. The local environ

tyle and no questi ic
development arose. Question of economi

With the spread of the ¢

oncept of i -
opment the scene turns 3 ot ptot economic deve

. Th nie de
motive to change their econo € new generation with 2

gaining the political power in hang

means by which the people still practising jhum can be
provided with facilities and motivated off from their practice.
They are now in a triangular form of problems viz.,
continuation of jhum which is only a self-sustained activity
or even low, will not help to economic development ; full
scale and indiscriminate use of available resources (land
and forest) will lead to drastic damage to the environment
which is worst of all ; and drive towards a higher level of

economic development.

This region is devoid of any valuable mineral
resources except land and forest (in the forr_n'of soil, sand,
rocks, timber, fuel wood, bamboo, cane, medicinal creepers
and other minor forest products). Theyare the main source
of revenue for functioning of their local government. ;l‘he
National Forest Policy 1952 states thatas much as 80% of
the total area in the hills should be cpvered 'W.lt!l fore:st to
maintain ecological balance. Now this supduvnsmn. with a
mere 54% of land with forest cover cla"ssmt.ed as (i) Statg
Reserve Forest - 129.27 sq. km. ...(") District Council
Reserve Forest - 138.60 sq. km. (iii) Unclassed State
Forest - 469.24 sq. km. (iv) Proposed Reservg Fgrest -
35.26 sq. km. (Total = 1737.47 sq. km.) clea.rly lndl.cz?\@es
that it is below the accepted norm. Afforestation activities
brought another 1384 sq. km. of area upto 1991. The
statistics of 1991 shows that the forest prqducts are reduced
to a half during the last three yea;s i.e. 1989-91 e.g;
roundwood from 1 449.48(000) M° to 7783.31(_000)M ,
firewood from 15-61 (000)M?® to 160(000)MS. It is only a
Government account. The unlawful and una_ccounted
exploitation will manifold the figure that shall give us the

tual picture of enhanced destruction to this resource. In
{ahcis respect some suggestions can be offered for proper
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maintenance of the land resources.

(a) Introduction of horticultural crops at different levels
of jhum field will minimise the loss of soil. For exa-
mple, there may be natural vegetation at the upper
level of the plots, jhum crops at the next strip ; pine
apple, etc., at the third and bamboo plantation at
the lower level may give a profound resuit. '

(b) No drastic step should be taken to eradicate jhum.
Such attempt may become a sentimental issue,
because their culture is interwoven with it. Thus the
objectives should be only to reduce the strain.

(¢ Restriction upon jhum plots should be imposed. The
sites having less than 45° slope may be allowed for
utilisation.

(d)  Use of chemicalfertilizers or organic manures and
high yielding varieties of seeds may extend the

period of jhum cycle. This can be done with the help

of extension service.

(e) The hoe tax or Sangkhazana which was withdrawn
should be imposed again, so that the extent of

clearing is reduced a little. However, it may notbe
actually possible.

()  Ageologicaland pin-point socio-economic survey
is urgently necessary for the assessment of the
resources and a strong data base.

(g  Selective cutting of mature trees and successive
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afforestation activities can maintain the vegetation
well.

(h)  Development of infrastructural facilities in the forest
areas like road maintenance, etc., and accessibility
to market of the minor forest produce will help both
the forest and the society concerned.

(i) Popularisation of less labour and qash gaining prac-
tices e.g., poultry farming, pig rearing, bee keeplr]g,
etc., and pisciculture at the marshy areas of the hilly
section will lessen the strain on land.

)] Plantation crops like rubber, coffee, citron_ella, etc.,
should be introduced on small farm basis so that
every family can maintain each farm and get the re-

‘turn easily.

The above measures are considered as some of
the alternative means to maintaining the natural resources
of the region at the present context. The plans fo.r resource
utilisation and economic development of .the region should
be taken on long and short term basis. As the group
concerned is the child of nature, every policy should.touch
the base level of the society. Tpe policy shoqld bg oriented
towards land and forest. A single alternative will nc_>t be
sufficient but a bunch of measures based on inter
disciplinary approach can collectively rgduce the stn:am and
help to change the system. Proper policy forrpulatlon and
good will of the Government are highly essential. The local
government have to do a lot in this respect.



166 Tribal Traditi
radition and Development in the Hill Areas of Assa,
m

References

Bordoloi, B.N. 197 .
» B.N. 1972, District H,
Cach p N and Book Unit ikil

ar Hills. Shillong : Tribaj Researcidllg’tli(tlc{ae"d North

-~ . 1984 .The S
tructure and Functions of the Karbi Anglong

District Council B i
. Bulletin of ¢ i
Assam. Guwahati 1 : 2 pp gg .T 'éga' Research Institute,

Government of Assam. 1

Guwahati : Directorate of Econ

Mali, D.D. 1985
, D.D. - Revenue Admin; jon i
Omsons Publications, "islration in Assam. New Delni

991 . Statistical Hand Book Assam

omics & Statistics.

B.N.Bordoloi. Guwah

op 6981 ati : Tribal Re

USE OF TRADITIONAL SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE
OF THE HILL AREAS OF ASSAMFORTHEIR
DEVELOPMENT

Ananda Chandra Nath

ABSTRACT

Traditional institutional system imparting education among the
Ao Nagas may be grafted to the traditional system - Jirkedam /
Terang among the Karbis of Karbi Anglong and Nodrang among
the Dimasas of North Cachar Hills as an experiment to improve their
literacy. This will go along way in changing the attitudes of the present-
day Karbi and Dimasa youths towards modern life and development.
Thus, it will be easier to bring the two little known and backward
tribal communities to the mainstream of national life and ultimately to

the global society.

The scheduled tribes have not made any
appreciable headway in the literacy and education in
comparison to other people despite many opportunities
and welfare measures provided by the Government. Article
45 of the Constitution of India guarantees free and
compulsory education to all the children upto the age of 14
years. Article 46 also ensures the promotion of the
educational and economic interest of the weaker sections,
mainly the scheduled tribes and scheduled castés and also
to protect them from social injustice and all forms of
exploitations. In order to grant educational facilities for the
scheduled tribes, the Government has been making various
efforts to education by extending educational institutions,
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schools,. hostels, free distribution of books, uniforms,
reservatlop of seats in higher educational institutions and
other ancillary benefits and a number of scholarship

schemes.

The developmental programmes of any society
abiding in the segluded area are to be broadened to
accommodate the things like conservation and
preservation of indigenous institutions which may be
effectively utilized as the medium of their change at the
grass root level. A favourable outcome can be obtained for
tribal development only by accepting and involving the
people themselves and indigenous institutions in
formulation and execution of various plans and schemes

at the micro level of that society.

Changes occur continuously in culture with the

progress of ime in response to changes in the physical
nt. History and tradition are corollary

and social environme
which can be regarded as important documents to identify

a particular tribe.

The traditional institutions of the tribes helped to
maintain the emotional bonds among their kinsmen. In (ﬂos
of the North-east tribes changeable trend is being notice

in their traditional institutions which would lose their identity
in the near t will never come

its original or |

n this paper a broad objective is mace . _
institutions which helped to maintain integrity
in the tribal societies, mainly gmong of
asa Kacharis living in the Hill Area®

future and more precisely i
nitial existence.

the tradition@

olidaritY
and S a1 Dim
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Assanj and to suggest measures for revival of dying tradi-
tional institutions.

The Karbis and Dimasa Kacharis belong to the
Tibeto-Burman linguistic family. The highest concentration
of the Karbis is found in the district of Karbi Anglong while
some of their brethren have settled in some pockets of
adjoining districts of Morigaon, Nagaon, Kamrup, Golaghat
and North Cachar Hills of Assam. Moreover, their settle-
ments are sparsely found in Nagaland and Khasi & Jayantia
Hills of Meghalaya. The main concentration of the Dimasa
Kacharis is found in the district of North Cachar Hills. Apart
from their main habitat a small group is found in the Nagaon,
Karbi Anglong and Cachar districts of Assam and also in

Dimapur of Nagaland.

Both the tribes, the Karbis and Dimasa Kacharis
have their own traditional institutions. The Mei is the pri-
mary unit of the Karbi traditional institution which maintains
law and order in the village and ensures peace amongst
the Karbi people, and the Salis is the traditional
organisation of the Dimasa Kacharis which is meant for
village administration with multifarious activities of their own
but both the institutions are village council. The importance
of the village council Meiindeed lost its function and activi-
ties due tothe present change. Most of the individuals vir-
tually prefer to go to the courts according to their will for
getting better justice provided by the legal laws which are
codified and written one instead of unwritten customary laws

based on village council.
The bachelors’ dormitory is called Terang or Farla

or Jirkedam by the Karbis and Nodrang by the Dimasa
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lfachans:. Jirkedam and Nodrang are the two social institu-
tions which are, more precisely, the educational centres
for the youths of the village to achieve manhood with dig-
nity. However, in the context of Jirkedam Das (1993 : 13)
comments, “.... the future Karbi generations will be quite at
dark about the manifold activities of this institution unless
the District Council authority comes forward to undertake
certain positive measures for revival of the dormitory in
some form or other considering its glorious ancient past, in

toto.”

_ Except the office bearers the functions of the
Rlsgmar (youth club) and the Jirkedam are more or less
simllgr. The former is usually found in the plains areas of
the dlstﬁpt while the latter is mainly restricted to the hill ar-
eas particularly in the Hamren subdivision. It takes keen
interest in their traditional dances, music, games and sports.
The !—Igng:sao, one of the youth associations, is an eco-
nomic institution of the Dimasa Kacharis. The,main func-
tion of-this institution is to help the people in completing
works in .the.agricultural fields. Whatsoever amount of re-
muneration Is received or collected, goes to their joint ac-
countand later on, they spend it in the celebration of Bushu
festival. At present this institution is gradually diminishing
to a considerable extent.

Apart from these institutions the Kerung Amei - the
indigenous institution is prevalent among the Karbis.
Kerung Amei is nothing but a grain bank. The main func-
tion is to preserve paddy in the granary and to provide as-
sistance to the needy people of the village particularly dur-
ing non-harvesting period against interest. Das (1993 : 14)
has clearly mentioned about the main object and function
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In the first type each family of the village is member
of the institution and has to contribute 40 kg of paddy im-
mediately after completion of harvest. The total amount of
paddy is preserved in the granary (Apuru). The needy or
poor families can collect the required quantity of paddy on
the condition of 50% interest that would be paid in kind along

with the capital after the next harvest.

In the second type the adult boys of the village culti-
vate paddy in a specific plot of land and the production thus
obtained is preserved in a granary. During the lean season
necessary amount of paddy is given to the needy person
on loan against 50% of interest while the surplus quantity is
sold to the village people normally at a discount of 10% of
the ongoing market price. The amount is deposited to the
post office or bank. Later on, they utilise the accumulated
amount for development of school building, village library

and approach road, etc.

The third type of grain bank is confined to the adult
male members of the village. All families of the village are
its members. A suitable plot of land is cultivated by them
and the produce is preserved in agranary. As soon as the
price of the paddy goes up they sell the entire quantity and
give the sale proceeds to the needy families on loan which

is to be repaid with 100% interest.

Such type of institution is prevalent in the village
Gossaigaon near Bijni. The village is mainly inhabited by
the Bodo Kacharis. The institution extends help to the needy
families of the village particularly during the lean season.
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Mgfeover, it renders services to develop infrastructural fa-
m!ntngs such as road, bridge, etc., in and around the village.
S.|m||a|: example of assertion of the community over indi-
vidual interest is common in almost all the tribes of North
East Regic_m. Forinstance, in Kamlerthabi in Manipur the
f::lan grganlzaﬁons are supporting young students for attain-
;nogutslghetr ed;:r::atiton and the villagers are pooling the re-
ces together to run a high
Burman, 1990- 158) gh school and a college (Roy

o Except in few cases the grain banks -
tioning effectively among the Ka?bi society. It z;es gzgfajgg-
?:Ned in most ofthe Karbi villages that the non tribal people

ike Ma_hajans or shopkeepers engulf the tribal people by
alienating the tribal land, under different systems viz.
_I;_’glk?s, St.lktl.Bandhak, Khoi Bandhak, Mena and Adhiarj
: e functioning and popularity of these traditional institu-

lons are virtually diminishing to such an extent that the Karbi
people come under the clutch of non tribal people.

Similar examples have also been observed among

the Dimasa K i
Assam. acharis of the North Cachar Hills district of

The Jirkedam among the Karbis i . ,
house and Is built in a place of the viII:g': \?V??li?\ ?;N ee:ISrillg
accessible from all comers of the village. Generally tis built
in a mid point which is more communicable for the village
seftings. Atthe age of 10-12 years the boys become eligible
for the Terang/Jirkedam membership until their marriage-
Itis an educational institution which teaches each and every
member the rich traditional heritage and gives training in
agriculture i.e., how to make the agricultural implements
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that are used in slashing and burning the jungle to prepare
the land for jhum/shifting cultivation. The younger members
help the elder ones and they must have to learn the tradi-
tions from the elder members who render all social ser-
vices to the villagers and also to the individual families, if
needed, at any circumstances, i, helping the poor, help-
less and old people, destitute person, etc.

The Nodrang among the Dimasa Kacharis is con-
structed by the young boys at the centre of the village set-
tings which is easily communicable from all coners of the
village after giving assent by the adult people of the village.
Each boy of the village after attaining the age of 12/13
years becomes eligible for the Nodrang membership.
There is no particular ceremony or formality to entering into
a Nodrang for the first time. According to the age the mem-
bers are divided into senior and junior groups, the latter
being always obedientand obsequiously submissive to the
former. In olden days the youngfolk prepared the arms and
ammunition and they guarded the village against the en-

emy as a defence party.

Same type of institution is prevalent among the Aos
of Mokokchung districtin Nagaland which is known as Arju
or Arichu and Tzukiwhere the young menfolk and women-
folk use to sleep at night. The members of the Ariju are
divided into five groups according to age, as METAM SANGRR
(11 to 15 years), MUEN Sancrr (16 to 19 years), MuronG
SanGrr (20 to 23 years), KosHa SANGRR (24 to 26 years)
and RIoNG SANGRR (27 years plus). The Arjju is an educa-
tional traditional institution to carry on the rich heritage

through different kinds of training. Each member of the Ariju
tests to ascertain his capability to perform

is put to various
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the function according to the rules of the Morung. The Ariju,
nowadays, has lost its importance and usefulness as guard-
ing which was its main object against the slaughtering or
head hunting in the village in bye gone days and it is de-
funct in the modem continuum.

It gives the pleasure to highlight from my own field
experience that the present day activities are one of the
unique and the finest careing services rendered by the Ariju
of the Ao tribe. Those boys who opt for higher education or
go out for different educational lines cannot go through the
Arijulife. So, the practice of having such Ariju life virtually is
frowned but in some cases they use as the boys’ hostels in
the first stage. During this period they undertake education
as other school going pupil besides their normal Ariju life.
They receive all sorts of educational facilities from the au-
thority which helps the boys in both ways.

The tribal villages located in the Karbi Anglong and
North Cachar Hills districts are smallin size and scattered
miles apart. Hence itis not possible to establish school in
each tiny village. Therefore, an experiment may be con-
ducted by grafting the traditional institution Arju of the A0
Nagas to the traditional institutions Jirkedam and Nodrand
of the Karbis and Dimasa Kacharis respectively in orderto
improve thelevel of literacy among them.

To conclude it can be stated that the traditional and
modern institutions play important roles among the triba
societies. So, the various development programmes at the
grass-root level should be planned and implemented sO tpat
the indigenous institutions along with the modern institu-
tions could b€ preserved effectively.
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NOD :
RANG : ITS RELEVANCE TO DEVELOPMENT

Lakshi Kanta Muchahary

ABSTRACT

Nodrang i ..
living in the Nofﬂ’lsgat:zdltlopal institution of the Dimasa Kacharis
constitute it and learn ¢, ar Hills district of Assam. The young boys
The skills relate to h e-Sk'"S of their ancestor from the senior 0nes-
skills on beating Kthndlcraﬁs especially of cane and bamboo. The
Wathisa are taught herea'{zl at-ld whistling of the Muri and the M"" i
- Yarious sports activities are carried out and

strength of th,

€ youth j

ten | . Is tested .

egendaries are p, through various means. Many unwrit-

te
dto the younger ones.

: 12, CO-0pery
nd their e

°ansat;:d humanitarian. The jungles 8
section of the sqg; rvice € roadside jungles are cut-
Lo Ok the society by g $t0 the widow and helpless weake!
it, the par 2 for jum oy ng their dwelling h well as 0
Prepare themselves ¢, 1SS 100, The of the vi a.glcla ihe
any cost tq face the t)ilmwat(;‘h (tihe e
Proper ytjj; e of adversary-

au 1sation

gment the trend of Of the SeWiCes of No drang can ce rtaml)’

sincere effort for i 4. cloPm,
for its developl:nele:tlt - The local authority should take

INTRODUCTION

Nodrang is -

. 7 1S A tragit; '

Kacharis. Its exnstenCeadltlonal institution of the Dimas2

lages of the North Cacharn ies fgund stiltin the Dimasa Vil
istrict of Assam. Nodrand
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is a bachelors’ dormitory. it is constituted by the young boys
of a village. To constitute it, prior consent is, of course, nec-
essary from the elderly people of the village. Itis a place of
cultural activities of the Dimasas. The young boys devote
time for beating Kharam (drum) and playing the Muri (flute
made of Kholositree) and the Muri Wathisa (flute made of
bamboo). Moreover, the young boys acquaint themselves
with various types of dances. Nodrang is a place of learn-
ing handicraft works also. Danda (1978 : 114) states : ‘A
few of them are always industrious and spend theirtime in
weaving baskets and mats.” In Nodrang the young boys
learn to split bamboos for making various needful things of
the community. Sangkhon, Maijay, Khamflu, Longkhai,
Dikhangra, Khailem, Longkhaidu are most essential
things. The young boys learn to make these articles in the
Nodrang. Furthermore, Nodrangis like a watchman of the

Dimasa villages. Nirupama Hagjer mentions that in ancient
ed with arms and ammunition used

time the youths, prepar
to sleep at Nodrang justlike a village defence party. If un-

fortunately enemy attacked the village, they would immedi-
ately inform the villagers so that they could manage to run
away from the village. If unable to run away, the people,
irrespective of age and sex, would fight against the enemy.
Another important function of Nodrang was that the youth
has to keep constant vigil against the sudden attack of the
wild animals in the village. They had to kill or drive away the

animals by hook or by crook.
Nodrang is a male dominated institution. Only the

young boys of the village can be members of it. Neithera

married yound boy nor a young girl can be its member.
Except for special occasions, females are not allowed to

attend the Nodrang.
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SIZE OF NODRANG :

. {\{odrang is of different sizes. Depending upon the
gvaﬂabuhty of young boys in the village, the size of Nodrang
is det.en'mned. If a village has a large number of young boys
the size of Nodrang will be of big size. On the other hand, a
v!llage having a few number of young boys will have small
size of Noqrang. Danda (1978 : 113) opines : ‘ltis a long
house having sleeping arrangements for the bachelors.’

To constitute a Nodrang, nowhere, the required num-
ber of the young boys has been mentioned. It has been
opser\{ed that a reasonable number is necessary to con-
stltutg it by which activities of Nodrang can be carried out
effectively. If the number of young boys of a village is not
adequate, the constitution of Nodrang may be avoided so

that the dignities and status of Nod, .
unblemished. rang remain safe and

The size of Nodrangsis, therefore, meant to accom-

modate its members. Large number of members have large

size house while the sma||
. number of m
size house. embers have small

THE MODE OF CONSTRUCTION

It has already been mentio i
Nodrang varies from village to viIIager?;(it;?z:):;ii:ézsogf
sent from the elderly persons of the village, the young bays
take up steps o constructthe house. Danda (1978 113)
states : ‘It is usually Situated at the centre of the viliage.’
Das (1993 18) mentions : ‘The bachelors’ dormitory which
is known as Nodrang among the Dimasas, is constructed
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by the young boys in a suitable place within the village.” An
elderly person who once regularly attended Nodrang has
stated that the site of selection in order to select a Nodrang
is emphasised on suitability. It is selected in such location
of the village so that villagers are kept away from getting
disturbances viz., sleepless night, frequent awakening of
the babies. Also conveniency of Nodrang-goers is taken
into consideration at the time of site selection. The building
of Nodrang is constructed to accommodate its members
comfortably. It is constructed in such location of the village
which appears to be an ideal site. The doors of Nodrang
are kept systematically - one will be on its entrance and th_e
other will be on the backside of it. A big piece of wooq is
placed in front portion of the Nodrang. Itis called Khamding,
the size of which ranges from five feet and above. If the
Nodrang gets big number of members, the Khamding will
be placed accordingly to suitthe strength. Infact, it §:gn|ﬁes_
the strength of the young boys of a Nodrang of avillage. It
serves as blockade to the Nodrang. One has to jump over
it in order to enter into the Nodrang. One of the elements
for selection of the members to Nodrang is the strength
required for jumping over the Khamding. However, it is
exempted in caseé of a cripple boy. Upon the Khamding,
Nodrang-goers sit and relax. ‘Moreover, thg people pf the
village use to sit on it at the time of attending meeting or
enjoying dance performances on tljc.a. courtyard of the
Nodrang. The Khamding has other utilities also. Because
of it, one cannot easily enter into the Nodrang. The wild
anirﬁals like wolf, fox, bear, etc., cannot easily harm the

inmates of the Nodrang at night.

TS PROPERTIES
In a Nodrang, the young boys of the village make
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their bed attaching to the wall of the house. The beds are
made, out of split bamboos, raising at a considerable height
from the floor by affixing pieces of wood or bamboos as
support. The sleeping mat, pillow and other personal be-
Iongmgs are also kept there. In Semkhor which is located
at a distance of 28 km from Maibang, the subdivisional
headquarters of the North Cachar Hills district of Assam
thg young boys keep the skull of Mithun (Bos frontalis) along
with its horn affixing on one of the strong posts of the
Nodrang. The young boys use it for warming up their body
:'or athletic games performed in and around the Nodrang
t reminds us about the tools used by mo .
warming up their body in order to takeyup eg::gi:;: I:;ev:gl:
as performing athletic events. The Kharam, Muri and Muri
Wathisa are the musical instruments of a No’dran B 'dun
these, large stones of various sizes are piled up r?e TJSl ﬂ?s
Nodrang. Re-min (a polished wooden stick used f ror de
ing padgy) or alternative piece of wood or bamb o is Kot
for playing a kind of tug of war game m o0 lekept

KHARAM : It is a drum of sm

: all
gGmeIma arborea) is preferreds
instrument. The dry sk
making the drum.

ize. The Gamari wood
e to make this musical
Ot goat or wild deer is used for

. eces) is di :
is fixed on the edge of the Mun??;',i :lp:i/(ljulr?:: %atlfr and
' ally pre-

————— . T
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pared for playing in the Nodrang.

MURI WATHISA: Muri Wathisa is a kind of flute made out of
bamboo. A small size of bamboo is found in North Cachar
Hills. Out of this, it is made for playing in the Nodrang. Like
other flute, it contains six holes for playing.

NODRANG - ITS ACTIVITIES

The activities of Nodrang can be categorised into
two viz., inside the Nodrang and outside the Nodrang.

INSIDE THE NODRANG: “Tang-Tang-Gintang-Tang ...” Inside
the Nodrang, the young boys learn to beat the Kharam. In
the midnight, the sound of Kharam echoes from one range
to another range of hills of North Cachar Hills and touchgs
the heart of the listeners. If somebody happens to hear it,
he or she can be sure thatit is nothing but the Kharamof a

Nodrang. The Nagahoja leads the group for beating the

drum. The unskilled hand of the young learner moves his

finger for beating the drum.

d Muri Wathisa are played in the Nodrang.
i , they keep on

The new learners whistle roughly and th.us.

learning with all efforts. During the moonlit rynght the young

boys learn various dances of their comr_nunlty. At.the b‘?at'

ing of drum and enticing tune of the Muriand Muri Wathisa,

the Nodrang-boys hastily come to the courtyard of the

i te night. During the win-
odrang and go on dancing uptola
tAér seas%n the junior ones lit the fire nearby the Nodrangto

keep the participants warm.

Murian

In the Nodrang the young boys leamn to make vari-
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ous handicraft works. Danda (1978 : 114) states : ‘A few of
them are always industrious and spend their time in weav-
ing basket and mats.’ The handicraft works include mak-
ing of Khamflu (basket), Longkhai (khang), Yamjalang
(mat), Khailem (a kind of reservoir made out of cane with
lid for keeping clothes, etc.), Longkhaidu (a rope of khang),
Saokhon-Mayjay (a bamboo platter) and Re-min Samtho
(akind of tool for grinding paddy), etc. Beginning from split-
ting of bamboo and smoothening of it for weaving, the young

boys are thoroughly taught, Thus, Nodrang happens to be
a centre for learning handicraft works.

The young boys of Nodrang make chit-chat. Some
ofthem gossip with others of the same age while others go

on listening the legends of their community as well as of
others. |

OUTSIDE THE NODRANG The young boys of the Nodrang

perform various activitieg outside the Nodrang. The Busu
Is the harvest festival of the Dimasas. It is celebrated once
ina year. The jhumiag observe itin November or Decem-
ber while the wet Cultivators observe it in January or Feb-
ruary. It may be called as festival of welcoming New Year

To observe Bygy, the young boys of Nodrang take

active part. They Collectively cyltivate ;
farmers and receive mq Y cultivate jhum fields of other

oy M€Y @S remuneration. Danda (1978
116). comme?ts : Though every one takes partin Busu it
is mainly a festival of the youth " A joyous ars meaningful
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celebration of the Busu depends upon the young boys._ In
other words, the effective Nodrang can have an effective
celebration of the Busu. Danda (1978 : 117) furﬂ)er states
- ‘In the first day of Busu the young boys gather in front of
the headman's house in the afternoon, and together chant

ho ! ho!. Itis called Surem.

rang-boys perform social services too. They
renderlf\:gg ser%iceg vig., construction of roads, cuttl.ng of
jungles and construction of houses , etc. Danda (1978 : 114)
mentions : ‘They are ready to carry outany order |ssuel:1 fby |
village headman. Any membgr qf the vullaqe may als for
their joint service for house-pwldlng or clearing Lung es o:
agricultural purpose.’ Sometimes, they work at the requ:t:_:,-
of any individual of the villagg. If they.vyork,'theyta;? if tor
tained with rice beer which is a traditiona C-USIO e
Dimasas. Moreover, they are offered a nominal payme

for their service.

| ung boys of Nodrang keep vigilance of the

o Byt i
entire \;Ii-l?:g)e/. Danda (1978 : 114) comments : ‘But if the

illage is endangered by enemy, they feel it their joint
Vv

responsibility to protect the village from the enemy attack.’

NODRANG -1TS RELEVANCE TO DEVELOPMENT

i sion about the traditional institution
Erorlgze-%so(;ljr:ng, we come to know that its exist-
ortne Dlrtr']l;d‘found in the North Cachar Hills district. Among
e i las its influence has not faded away completely.
the Dlrnasse'c:tion of the people of the society remember
Th? olde;r articipation and vast experiences derivgd out.of
tth g:ft?uz xhole these points may be noted in relation to its
it. '
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relevance to development :

1. Nodrang may be used for development of the traditional
dances of the Dimasas. In this fast changing world, the
tribes are frequently facing their identity crisis. The
traditional culture and dances can challenge such onslaught.
It stands as a shield. Effective preservation of this institution
shall be an asset. It is conducive and programme
implementation may be carried out by this institution.

2. Many Development Departments viz., PWD, Forest,
Agriculture and Sericulture, etc., have provisions of casual
or part time works. Any work under such provisions may
be given to Nodrang of that area. In this case, the Depart-
ments should have knowledge of existence of the Nodrang.
We have already mentioned that the young boys of
Nodrang render services which are either free in nature or
subject to nominal payment. Utilisation of their services will

definitely benefit the both. One way, it can help indirectly
for its survival.

3. The products of Nodrang
The extent of utilisation of
the village itself or the neig
tative nature of these pro

are of bamboos and canes.
such products are limited viz.,
hbouring village. But the quali-

. ducts has 3 good commercial
prospect. Opening sale-booth in public gathering sites the

products can be sold out. The local authority should take
active part for selecting proper sites ang constructing such

booths. Rural unemployment prop|
to a considerable degree. Problem can thus be solved
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THE CUSTOMARY LAWS OF THE KARBIS AND
THE ISSUE OF CODIFICATION : A CASE STUDY
IN KARBI ANGLONG

Girindra Nath Das

ABSTRACT

The Karbis inhabiting the Karbi
have been subscribi

Anglong district of Assam
identity with distinctive socio
external influences, [t has, ho
know whether codification o

-Cultural traits in spite of internal and
wever, become absolutely necessary to
fthe Customary laws will be relevant for

uncil and later on, on the basis of the study,
steps may be taken for accepting or rejecting the so-called codification
exercise.
INTRODUCTION
KarbiAn

4 glongis an autonomous hill district of Assam
with a tota| geograph

) cal area of 10,434 sg. km. and a total
Popuisticn ?f 6'65 lakh as per 1991 Census. Under the
provisions of para 2 of the Sixth § itution
of India, the Karbi A Chedule to the Constitu

’ . nglong (Mikir Hills) Disgrict Council came
Into existence on Jyne 23,1952, The nomenclature of the

Council has beep glightly changed to Karbi Anglong
A}Jtonomous Council by deleting the word District as per
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution (Amendment) Act, 1995.

! v asa 8

The district is inhabited by various ethnic tg::g:l:i
the tribal communities the Karbis occut? irname
Amqng t position and the district is known after eKhasis‘
dommatnib‘?es are the Dimasa Kacharis, Gafos,rs e
Other .rs Rengma Nagas, Man-Tais, Tiwas, HmaBe‘n s
Jayantias, etc. Moreover, there are Assamese, gkin :
o Bo;l (I)ES)E-Teé Garden communities and H:ndtl :pg:hed?
:;Zi;g in the district. Acc:ordil:!;lftor 15?|9; ‘E i?ts;' : totZI popu-
i ulation accounts foro1.9 eo-
UIFT’d tnhﬁﬁ; gistrict. The district occupies zh;;acri?;:i?s s
Iatlorr:i%al area out of the total number:-)sq km. is found
grap sity of population per sg. km. 1S
Assam. But thesie:S pgr 1991 Census. The rate sofslgi;ra;z
tobe as 'O"gag r age group in the district IT f ﬁco:sti-
e |tn592 5;90): of the State. The ru_rarll Pg}:itr'] gtll?e dikiict
against voz. | population inhabi .
he total popula : and
e ‘83.23;&3;0% of the district are Diphu, Hamren
The civ

Bokajan.

THE KARBIS AND CUSTOMARY LAWS

o-Mongoloids. Theg ?eri:)i?yg ;cf) ::Z

beto-Burman_ sub-fa .
KUki'Chin grou;)asf“’:]hgii‘l;ic family. Wh:le de'agr;g :r)wtii:] ;‘:‘
greatSmo-'Ijbe f the Karbis Bordoloi (1985 : 64) %es 0%
2 hgbltato e of the Karbis, like the other tri o
et hon\jvas the Western China near the Yan?r-\e
o Ee i1 wang-ho rivers. From_these places, ; tz
Rlgng et o urses of the Chindwin and the Irra:_«vme
mantan C(ZI Burma and stayed there for Somef i thé
persiare enterehey went down the courses 0 i
Frofpln B td entered Assam by the north-ea;t :(r)n i
Brahmr?fhu;r;;{lai Range along with other Tibeto-Bu
througd

i -C."
a

The Karbis are Ind
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Alt :
the Karb| o the major concentration ofthe Karbis isin
Scattered manne?a ot of Assam, their settlements in a
viz., North Cachar Hilfe Seen in several districts of the State
Sonitpur, Lakhim s, Nagaon, Morigaon, Golaghat, Jorhat
found in,Nagalalf(;‘ rand Kamrup, etc. Moreover, t,hey are
Pradesh. Regardin, Meghalaya, Manipur and Arunachal
north-castern re ing their existence outside the States of
“Now our knowlegéon' Pha"9°h° (1989: 175) comments :
North-East India thgaet %C:Z gtrtle beyond the jurisdiction of
Population living in. Sylhetand Bi;i:?\:l;?%(;nusuaebaﬁv?,g

The regional divi
Vi
number. In tl_1is context Bordoloj

Ingti, Inghi, Te ve cl i

Ingti, Inghi, Teran ans (Kur

Into severa| sub-cs|7aand Timung_ Each clan( is fu)rt\;:z dTetrjo'Zj

of sub-c| ns. Teron (1974 ; i
clans of Teron, i, : 7) reports the number

b ] '
€6, 5,30, 6and 30 respg:(;ﬁ'\',’g';" Terang and Timung to

The Customary Laws of the Karbis and the Issue of Codification ...189

the clan exogamy. Anyone violating this social norm is
excommunicated from the society. Violation of this rule is
called Laisenam among them. The Karbis practise
monogamy. The preferential type of marriage is cross-
cousin marriage (mother’s brother’s daughter). Marriage
by negotiation is the normal procedure. There are mainly
two types of marriages prevalent among them. When the
bridegroom decides to serve in the father-in-law's house
after marriage for a certain period of time, it is known as
Akemen (marriage by service). On the contrary, if the
bridegroom does not stayinthe father-in-law’s house, the
marriage is called Akejoi. The third type of marriage based
on mutual consent (Osomer hijan chalanglok) may also
be referred to here. A boy takes the hand of a girl without
approval of the parents and without arrangement of any
formal ceremony. In this case, the marriage ceremony will
have to be observed even in old age but naturally before

the death of any member of the couple.

e is permitted in the society. The
widow should preferably marry a person who belongs .to
her deceased husband's clan. J uniqr levurate.(l"ateng. Paju)
is allowed while senior levirate is gtnctly prohibited. Divorce
is approved by the village council. Of course, the case of
divorce is rare among them. A pregnant woman IS not
allowed for divorceé by the council. Adoption is permitted
and it is carried out through some custoynan.ly accepted
procedure which is known as Hemphu-Bi-Doipet.

Widow marriag

patriarchal family system is maintained by the
Karbis. Father is the head of the family. He & vested with
horities in the family. The line of descent is

most all aut .
glatrilineal. The children aré recognised as members ofthe
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father's clan. So far as inheritance of property is concerned,
it has been found that Sons, not daughters inherit both

movable and immovable properties after the death of their
father. If the deceased had no male issue, the nearest male

Nuclear and joint family systems are mainly found
among the Karbis, Numerically, nuclear families exceed joint

families because ofthe factthat sons usually get separated
from the original home after marriage.

ICant influence on the Karbis
of theijr traditional beliefs and

oreover, a section of the people has embraced
Y- The Karbis p lieve in 1

t and Malevolen
accordingly, Above all, th
God), they believe, The Ka
Adiviner (Male - Uche

Customs. M
Christian it

t deities ang worship them
ere is Amam Kethe (supreme
rbis believe in witchcraft (maja).

 female - Uchepi) tries to know the
reason for prolongeq lness of a person b means of
counting rice or cowry, h L

This is known as sanakel
< gkelang
(Assamese cMangalsoa)_ Sometimes, a witch (Lodeppi)

possessing divine Power js iNvite o
ts.
The people use charms (Oher d fOrdenvmg better resul

o ©m) for curing ailments like
headache, mdlgestron, bloog dysentery e?C' Oiaths and
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e

i them. Lyall (1971 : 37)
O:)dz?\i: r'e“gljﬁsp;a::lls;;dprbeiations take the plaflc\-:-n :;
ord rthi e head, and the man says -
Ordea.IS. %ﬁighdiis§Ut!9ltTiger’s tooth is scrapec’i,, a_mc}l ti‘lle
o fl_ke drunk in water: “May the tiger eat me .! SII‘T(]; ar{;
Scrae?égisant’s tusk is scraped, and tlc;e Stﬁr?P](?;?;narruse
' me to death ! :
B, Sl elgpﬁg E:;?pngflnig worn by the l{che is r?'ﬂpﬁ
Pedong-narc;gtﬁé water drink, the man saying, Nla!t e Igtot
e ar: her form of oath is Tamhitni Kangjir ason
sodpi K el(ﬂ | be melted like molten copper (or
ar{s are used to confirm promises, anc.j
proclaim innocence of a charge.

ne pangjir-nang,
pot-metal) I” Suph oat .
also to attest evidence an

The traditional system of administration prevalent
e

i is a three-tier one -
is is monarchial. It Is a
ity P'<arblsl-;.srbe (Head of a reg_lon) aniij bsat’t-f)hr(:
Lindolfio Y22k are at the top, middle and bo

f a village) are at the 1op, chy. Nowadays,
(Headman © fthe administrative hierarchy.
. re?psqcitsl-.voellaﬁglete. The three local kings of Rongkhang,
this syste

idered as local
i are, at present, cons . :
Chinth?_lng Z?fgrﬁ:n r:ay be mentioned hber? r:haé ;r;sih’g;et;so
chiefs. However, s ikt
iti e kings IS Sk
o amon\irtlf; is selected from the Ronghgrl[‘cr;] cs)rl:g % ik
. Rolr\]lgi?sggition is that of the Lindokpo of Chin :
only. Ne

Lindokpo of Amri occupies the last position.
indo

Lindokpos in
r, three and two ;
Therecﬁir:th?:g and Amri areas respﬁctlv?gggt 23
Rongkharc?épital of the Karbis is at Niz Rfcmgksjg‘ivisional
traditiona Hamren, one o '
about 21 km away fro?i Anglong district. The Lindokpo

Al ; : Ip of
headqua?ﬁ;str(;fdi};onal administration with the help
governs
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functionaries such as Dili, Katharbura, Pator and Dengja,
etc., who form the Parliament (Pinpomar). The Kingdom
(Hawar) is subdivided into several regions. A region
comprising several villages is called Longri and each
Longri is headed by a Habe who is appointed by the
Lindokpo. The head of each village is called Sarthe who
is appointed by Habe.

The Pinpomaris entrusted with legislative, executive
and judicial powers. The Lindokpo's decision will be final,
if the Pinpomar cannot take final decision relating to a
case. The supreme Apellate Authority is Amampharo Amei

L.e. council of wise men drawn from the clans and sub-clans
of the community.

The village council (Mei) consists of the President
a.nd the rn_embers. The President is the headman of the
village while the members are the adult male members of

the vi!lage.. For smooth Management of the council several
functionaries such as Risobasa (Assistant headman),
Pheranke (Informer)

_ » Kurusar (Priest) and Ovebarim
(Adviser of the bachelors’ dormitory), etc., are selected.

The village council not only look t
S en
works for the villa y after the developm

: 9€ people but also works as the trial court
ofthe vilage. Whenever any dispute in relation to ownership
of land, theft, quarre| Or adultery, etc., takes place, it is
referred.to‘ the council which settiag it amicably. The guilty
?)ir?r?g :j hnmphosed fine not €xceeding Rs. 50}. normally.
or Lindokpzror?;: ttled case is sent to the Habe
ouncil for final settlement.

District ¢
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i etween Harsing

e ol L t_here' ey Idlsg l;Jtc‘naugdary. Initially, the
Timung and Longsing Kiling forlan iy, fpnaly e
Sarthe and the Habe tried to settlg_ the n;th i

ined undecided. Lateron, Bor Dilisolve the ;; °
remaI;n two persons agreed to abide by the dec!smn whic
e d by the Bor Dili. With regard to Lafsgnam we
o S('awen example here. In the village Langsikha near
gg:k(;tri:kam an illegal marriage takes plt';acelaat;et\gsﬁag ;i

il ina to Ronghang sub-cian. :

Sl lar? Ir\lzv?t?llﬂ?sgg;gcials to the village and startsltrlals;
com_es ; 0cegarefully to all the sayings and later on, dercg‘ ar:ﬁs
H_e hSt?st to purify both the convicts. The priest per o} i
eaeriice t jungle with an €99 for the boy and :)Ig Iggses
sacrlﬁce e with bottles of wine. As a symbol, ar e
o glzlfgicz:r;%victs are also broughtand th::edaerj ;1; i
pheri ili offers the puja.
Ak th? o ?ee inBeogranglnd as aresult, they are ser?ar?lttei;l
marnagelgo ther.” Das (1993 : 10) further repgest,o &
from eac Oto néte that appeals may pe mdanecessary
D inst the decision of the Mei an e
. e ES %posed upon the Meiby the highestau :
fines may

f an adultery case.
int, we can take help .
To ilustrate the pf}lr;tf a particular village of Umpanal af:;
In a certain fam?y Block, the elder brother g

i Development owin
under AN Dfinains frequently absent from hlc:'mearent Sg
a2 gzgements and his wife stays with his p :
to various en

i ionship grows between his wife
Gradually & hemt?rl;fhr:rléltfey in\?olve inthe act of adulterg.
and s i comes tothe knowledge of the hUSb"f‘F n
This fact, 25 2 of sufficient proof he i notina pos;) !?th
Butdue® pauﬁlt): After a few months, the wife gives ;he
= prOCGEd furr:eer'nusband does not agree to have

i itable
to a bab;l-o f-l;he baby. Hence he calls the Meifor a st
legitimac
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the area |j . Village. This fact
the high e wild fite. A telative of the oo 21 OVer
Ig est.authon e woman appeals to

be inhuman and unj
unju
fine amounting to Rsf. 3? to?)?)(lj- Tho o the Meis imposed

to leave the vilg The two culprits are directed

ge for
somewhere " good and to settle g new life
CODIFICATION
The above ;
, "' Penpicture
aws and practiceg prevalentrz‘;?:‘;ﬂs Some of the customary

. mng _lt_l;]e Karbis inhabiting
“!1. Ihe main intention of
i(cjizve:?hfgt)m °Ee generaqht ) their oustomary laws handed
€ Karbis h

laws till dat o been preserving thej

Customary la?/;sl:;ar\:g‘?ever' al'-’Pe&lerrsw?l-ugatth Z‘é custo;n tahry
. | i . m

time and haye gra’duaa:;'ed to withstang the onslzu(;ht oef

Primarily due to spreag of | 2PPeared from the society
Modemn education, cultural assimi-

the Karbi {\nglong distri
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lation and influence of Christianity, etc. Now, a situation has
arisen whether the customary laws prevalent among the
Karbis should be codified or not. If codified, will it serve
any fruitful purpose in view of the existing administrative
set-up ? It may be relevantly pointed out here that the Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council has not framed Rules for
Administration of Justice. The Deputy Commissioner,
Karbi Anglong is entrusted with the power of disposing
cases under the Rules of 1937. Minor offences are settled
by the village functionaries through customary laws. Taking
into consideration all the above mentioned facts it may be
said that a detailed study in respect of the existing customary
laws and practices among the Karbis shoqld be underta!ken
by the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council and the findings
of the study should be discussed by a body of eminent
experts including scholars drawn from various disciplines,
administrators, planners, politicians, lawyers and
functionaries of the Karbi traditional system, efc., in order
to arrive at a final decision about codification of the

customary laws.
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ChandraGBCthttiaattjiZ?% a.m. on the 19th September,
College, Gu

: ban Mohan
: ired by Dr. Bhu
The inaugural seS 2% waslcjzrgc‘ Emeritus Fellow. Prof.

Das, Profeceas Eferis fessor Emeritus, Gauhat

mi, Pro .
Madhab Chandra Gosvf‘c;uest in the session.

iversi Chie i | speech dwelt at
versity was the Lhiet = < inaugural sp \
Uni Dr. Bhattacharjee nlg Zéaracterisﬁcs the tribes of

aces a - n is basically
ength abcmtl :lr;i?ar. According t0 h[-m| ;n hauman problem.
North-eas’ B ribal problem is mainly

religious @

ing phase and
ly a passing P
2 ° o of cultures are only é of the hour.
The diversities Ofand race is the crylng ne?:_’s lecture with
unity of all pegplest Prof. Goswam! St‘f:“-tedntilng Horlang to
Chief Gue _rbi items representin

+:nal Karbi : cussed the
offerings of trad:cﬂt?lg inaugural f”nc.tlon' Hesﬂlp?on customs
the Chaifmg:vz of the Karbis anc:;la(;dt?ing heritage. While
customary what he calle : of the
of the tribal pecrar?ilsem and development, tr;]eemg: people
bringing mo%ebe given due weightage. Ortedly One must

people shoulpt development whole-hea :
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know the tribal people first before venturing development
activities. But present-day agencies of development are not
well equipped with tribal tradition and heritage. Tribal land
system should be studied in depth before introd ucing land
acts and rules. There should be no imposition of changes.
Letthe tribals themselves desire changes, he said.

Chairman Dr. Bhuban Mohan Das, Professor
Emeritus, U.G.C. Emeritus Fellow emphasized on growth.
Growth and development are two aspects to be dealt with
caution. Development should be in the need areas.
Enwrenmental, geographical situation should be taken into
consideration. Tradition has an intrinsic value with tribal
mode of living and ignorance of tradition will have negative
effecton development. He cited examples from Arunachal
Pradesh where tribal People overthrew the imposed
changes.

Prof. Harish Sharma of the Department of
Anthropology, unhati University, Guwahatipspoke about
mportance of tradition and custom in bringing development.

_ Earlier, Md. Rafiquz Zaman, ACS, Director of the
Institute delivered the welcome address.

Shri P.N. Bharali, District Research Officer,

Dibrugarh offered the vote of thanks.

FIRST ACADEMIC SESSION

The first academic sessi ,
12 noon underthe chai ses§>I°n of the seminar began at

, sion dy . r
on Karbi Tradltion and (deng; €tolack of time. The pape

Dr. Phukan Chandra ph Crisis was presented by

aNgcho, Pringipal, Rangsina
College, Donkamukam, Karpi Anglong.AESo}ding fo hirm

. passage of
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is have been facing many obstacles to'pr.eserye
;hneszaa:‘Zl;uard their traditional culture and ethnlc: |d:nttt|‘tz
during the different periods of _hlstory. At one sdag the
patriarchal identity of the Karbis was threate(neteh e¥forts
matriarchal o ofthe eSSty Dunghe

king they cou y. Durir

gggiérﬂe tr?e conversion of some Karbi fa;m:ll!e.so "jg
Christianity kept them aloof from their traditional religi
actg:/sit;es Due to influence of Sankar Vals:naH\i/:;sﬂ, ;ig
Karb farﬁilies o converted.to Kr? :Tagfotf Iﬁ‘e Of late, the

H i row . 1
stratiﬁcatuc;natelz::g:iz\;;rilgnthrzs been etrikingly obsewet:
progﬁ;ihg Plains Karbis becausé of their close contact wi
am

tioned that
: . ins people. Phangchp men

the ne.ghbounpgnptlfflf’:h: autonomous district, growth c::
with the creatio rovement of transoport an

. ogog’ im
educatungn?ilo;af:ggzz'rk aﬁd other infrastru.ctulrsest I:avee
commlmmKarbis to have the taste of modenity. Bu Ia;?on
enabled the af n of tribal as well as non tribal popu "
scale immigratio ~cern among the Karbis. With the

has caused serious CC; Karbis are demanding equal rights

time tlfze rrtl:i)s As a result, a section of the Karbis
a .

ili jviti ht against the
tant activities to_ fig
p rtnr:Itiyalism and identity. Therefore, the
s that welfare schemes should pe
d implemented by the concernedt.age:fc:'?:
formuiated & ideration the tribal chafactens ics .
P r‘é‘e?sto safeguard their identity and uplift their
Karbis in orae’

socio-economic life.
ShriGanesh C
was the Rapporteur in

with those of the '
has come out with
curtailment of Karbi l
author earnestly fee

handra Kakati, Curator of the Institute
this session.

—

e e s
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SECOND ACADEMIC SESSION

Th ;
afternoonew?tflcsrnodf c’;l\;l:ademlc session was held in the
Gauhati University G .C.Goswami, Professor Emeritus
ity, Guwahati in the chair Two papers Were:

he first paper was presented

The next ; fOrtribaI development

Identity Crici Paper titled The g; pment.

Dreserﬂe%ng;sg i lge Karbis - 5 ﬁéxvsh c‘)gghedultg and the

Assam Insti r.G.C. Sharma T servations was
nstitute of Research for ?ﬁg;:'s raer:geg Elrgcfocrj,

chedule

Castes, Guwahati
: , ahati. At th
lighted t'he historicg] baskzutset Dr. Sharma Thakur high-

of th 4 i
e Sixth Scheduyle to the Und relating to the evolution
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en taking place in the district primarily due to
shi (East Pakistani) immigrants. As
such, the Karbis have been experiencing identity crisis in
their own homeland. Therefore, it is the need of the hourto
undertake a detailed survey in relation to the indebted
families by the Karbi Anglong District Council, Qiphu to find
out ways and means for relieving the Karbis from the
clutches of the immigrant settiers and improving their socio-

economic life, he suggested.
In this session Shri Ananda Chandra Nath of the

Directorate of AIRTSC was the Rapporteur.

has be
presence of Banglade

THIRD ACADEMIC SESSION

mic session of the seminar was held
06 and the session was chaired by

ndra Phangcho, Principal, Ranggina
gguggh; I[()a‘or:1|<c.=?1rr1nau kam, Karbi Apglong.The ﬁr_st paper titled
Customary Laws of the Hill Tribes and Their Relation to
Development in the Hill Areas of Assam was presgnted
by Dr. Jeuti Barooah, Director, Law F_%esearch.lr?shtute,
Gauhati High Court, Guwghatl. Whlle_explammg th'e
customary laws of the Karbis and the Dimasa Kach_an:
living in the Hill Areas Of Assar Dr. Barooah enjphailztﬁ
on compilation, consolidation and cod'lflcat‘lon of the
laws relating t0 land tenure, inheritance and
customat_ry \oreover, more powers for administration of
LS esst[qor:ild be given to the village authorities. According
jusme'::;ue‘:)status of women among the Karbis is more or
:gsr;e;qua[ to that of men but the women are not given any

i igi hole
i itical, ritual and religious spheres. Onthe.w. :
pat e meaningful development of the hill tribes

cles for
ﬂgﬁztﬁe removed, Dr. Barooah commented.

The third acade
in the morning of 20.9.
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In the second paper ti

the Karbi paper titled The Custom

Karbi Anglon dthe Issue of Codiffcation : A Case Stucyn
Officer, Diphu?na' ri Girindra Nath Das, District Resea}r/c’r:
by the Karbi Anglc:gta:w that survey should be undertaken

tribes viz., the Karbig thm°".°"‘°“s Councilamong the major
Nagas, etc.. for cofle ‘e Dimasa Kacharis and the Rengma

among thenzl. Later : ction of the customary laws prevalent

anthropologists ancrj‘ ' ;ﬁ:? rrgiﬁfe jnvoiving legal experts

constituted by th ated persons

the custom a)r/y |: v‘:;“;%’;?gnsgs Cquncil to ascertasi: SVLII':gtht:

tribal people inhabiting the di:t?g;ltﬁed for the benefit of the

The third
Paper was presented by Dr. Dilip Kumar

Kalita, Seni
nior Research Fellow, Folklore and Oral Tradi-

tions Department ABILA

wae Tebartment, C, Guwahati, ' i

Dr. Kalita exﬁgﬁﬁ‘éﬁ' Development aTn':de t%l?bc:lh;z’pagg’r

folklore’, ‘it tra .th? terms ‘tradition’, ‘devel ne t”

Further he mentio ition’ ang ‘great tradit'ion’ fopmerl' ’
ned that the age-old traditionse o?’!t)l?erat:iizi

f re, th
t;)"dtf ibal development sﬁ author commented that planning
raditions into considerati ould be initiated taking the tribal

Department of . puty Directol_
resented i Tourism, Gout, of | _General (Retd.),
P ed in absence ofthe ndia was accepted as

) au
the common tribal people |iVingt3::;e1?ng mentioned that
rally in the interior and
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inaccessible hill areas possess distinctive customs and
traditions which regulate their economic activities and social
behaviour. In order to improve the economic conditions of
the people, financial assistance should be provided by the
Govermnment. Moreover, the people should be motivated for
cultivation of commercial crops. Proper marketing facilities
for their agricultural produce, handicraft items and handloom
products should be undertaken, he suggested.

Shri Girindra Nath Das, District Research Officer,
Karbi Anglong, Diphu was the Rapporteur in this sgssion.

FOURTH ACADEMIC SESSION

The fourth academic session of the seminar was
held under the chairmanship of Prof. Man Singh, Gauhati
University, Guwahati. Only one paperwas presented in this
session. The paperwas jointly prepared by Dr. N.N.Sarma,
Dr. S.R. Paul and Shri D. Sarma, Assam Agricultural Uni-

versity, Regional Agricultural Research Station, Diphu. The
title of the paper was Positive Approaches to the Shifting
e of Assam. While presenting

Cultivation in the Hills Zon tin
ted the characteristic

the paper Dr. N. N. Sarma highligh ct
ation, various problems arising out

features of shifting cultiv :
of its practice by the people and also jhum oqntrol measures
adopted by the Govern-ment. He mentioned that the

ch Station, Diphu has

Regional Agricul n, =
con%ucted experiments to find out economically viable and
environment friendly model as alternative to jhuming.

of contour cultivation

Moreover, heé suggested f_or practjce
by the tribal people living in the Hill Areas of Assam.

shri Girindra Nath Das, District Research Officer,

Diphu acted a8 the Rapporteur in this session:
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The fifh FlF;'H ACADEMIC SESSION
academic session of the '
gféer ::tmh under the chairmanship of Przfe. rlzl.réa.rl\‘/’l\,aahsar::z::,l
Dib?uga%e%t:tf IA"th’°p°'°9V, Dibrugarh University,
D R iaKof ﬂve:a Papers came up for discussion.
Deve/opn;ent A g_kah (Mazarika) in her paper titled
formulation and istant Dream pointed out that during
programmes nth Impl.e'."entatlon of the tribal development
into COnsidera;ﬁ ©opinion of the target people is not taken
the prograrrlrnon. Moreover, efjforts are made to implement
nologies. A ai: ° baseg on imported ideas and tech-
impleme}ltir? th Sometimes the entire responsibility for
officials Whogar © Welfare schemes is entrusted to such
concemed tribese/;::t aware of the cultural ethos of the
been demanding pa?t ;?“Smuenoe, the tribal people have
development. or full autonomy for their overall
The
Kumar Barrrr::r):t r? aPer was presented by Dr. Kandarpa
: . rofessor and Head, Department of Eco-

Guwahati. The title of his paper

s . o g
individual to participate ip the development process

The third paper i
in the Development ;';'.?d Role of Traditional Institutions

the Hill A
resented reas of Assam was
P by Dr. Dharmeswar Duarah, Ofﬁcer.iﬁ.charge,
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Cultural Centre, Haflong. He explained the traditional insti-
tutions of the Karbis, Dimasas, Zeme Nagas, Kukis, Hmars
and Vaipheis of Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills dis-
tricts. The development departments of the Government
should implement the welfare schemes through the tradi-
tional institutions so that socio-cultural heritage of the tribes
could be preserved effectively, Dr. Duarah commented.
Shri Lakhi Kanta Muchahary, Assistant Research
Officer, Office of the Chief of Division, Zonal Field Evaluation
Unit, Diphu in his paper on Nodrang - Its Relevance to
Development discussed the activities of the bachelors’
dormitory - Nodrang of the Dimasa Kacharis inhabiting the
North Cachar Hills district. The author pointed out that
Nodrang may be utilised not only for pres_erving traditional
culture or extending service to the society but also for
minimising rural unemployment problem to a considerable
extent by means of opening sale-booths for the bamboo

a e products of Nodrang. . -
" ca:hg last paper in this academic session was

r. R.P. Athparia, Anthropplogist, .Anthro-
gg?:gi:l:zdsz)rfvgy of India, Shillong. The title of his paper
was Role of Traditional Tribal Polltlc_al Institution and
Development of the Karbis of th}e HII{ .Areas, A;sgm,
While explaining the traditional soc:o-polmc_:al prganlzaﬂon

the Karbi Anglong district of Assam,

is inhabitin IS ¢
gfthztlflar::isa:n::mmgnted that the tradltlonagl. political
: ‘ Karbis, instead of being a live political force,

;?:;'tgtg:lo;g;;g as a mechanism for controlling .socio-
religious matters without any notlceabler« clash with tae
prevailing modern political §y§tem con§t|tuted under the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India.

Shri Mrigen Das, District Besearch Officer, Kamrup
was the Rapporteur in this session.

gD o~ e em
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SIXTH ACADEMIC SESSION

in the fc;l-rzclawslc):tt'nh ??dem'c session of the seminar was held
Harish Sarma 0D 1-9.6 under the chairmanship of Prof.
University, Guw hep_artment of Anthropology, Gauhati
with the p}ese ta ati. The last day’s deliberations began
Land ReSOurcg naﬂtlon of the paper on An Analysis of the
Subdivision of Ka,g{?ageme” t by the Hill Karbis in Hamren
Lecturer, Depart I Anglong District by Shri Deben Saikia,
Donkam’ukam Kranri?/tt\()f Geography, Rangsina College,
traditional land reso nglong. Shri Saikia highlighted the
Karbis and com Wree management prevalent among the
policies without afr? ented that both long and short term
undertaken by the?scnng the core of their culture should be
resources as well ag OVernme_,nt for proper utilisation of the
The next pa eeCC_Jnom,c development of the people-

: Need for Restrugt rited Development of Karbi Society
jointly prepared b Stl]n.ng s Traditional Institutions Was
of Sociology Dibry H AK Borah, Lecturer, Department
Bharali, District Reusgeaar::#gf?c?% Dibrugarh and Shri PN-
re : r, Di S
presented _by Shri Borah. Acror d?r:l;]g?(;hﬁ;r:ri pt?];;exﬁn

Shri Anand
Directorate of /J\lRaT(s:hanClra Nath, 2 faculty member of the
C, Guwahati in his paper on Use 0

Traditional Spirit of the People of the il Areas of Assall
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Ariju, the bachelors’ dormitory of the Ao Nagas may be
grafted to the dormitory systems viz., Jirkedam of the Karbis
and Nodrang of the Dimasa Kacharis for improving literacy
in the villages and also for preserving their cultural heritage.
According to him the welfare programmes should be
implemented in such a manner that the indigenous
institutions are not lost for ever due to influence of modern
institutions.

The fourth paper was presented by Dr. Tanmay
Bhattacharjee, Reader and in-charge, Department of
Political Science, Assam University, Silchar. The title of his
paper was Tribal Tradition and its Relation to Develop-
ment. Dr. Bhattacharjee highlighted some issues like
economy and sovereign authority among ?he tribes of North-
east and particularly the Karbis of Karbi Anglong Filstr|ct.
According to him improvisation of the mode of agnculture
and marketable handicraftitems are highly essential fgr the
Karbis for attainment of self-reliance and for elevation to
the scale of social development. Moreover, consumerism
developed on imitation should be avoided because it has
badly affected the tribal peopleinthe North-east. _

The next paper was to be presented by Dr. Nabin
Chandra Sarma, Professor a_nd Head, Depat_'tment‘ of
Folklore Research, Gauhati University, quahatl..The title
of his paper was Verse Narratives of the Dimasas : A Study
of Native Ethnography. But he could not attend the seminar.
His paper was considered tobe presented. Dr. Sarma gave
a brief ethnographic note on the Dimasas. Lateron, he dealt
with historical, legendary, magical and realistic verse
narratives or ballads prevalentamong them. According to
him the ballads focuss light on various aspects of their

traditional life and culture.
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The sixth and last paper of the seminar was
ﬁ:ﬁf’f r;ted by Md. Rafiquz Zaman, ACS, Director of the
Foré:tiﬂ- The title of hls paper was Some Key Aspects of
that the l'afirri?t‘ia‘s%(;)g'7 (;—:' ntin Tribal Areas. The author mentioned
in the forests b ; | not pay any attention to the tribals living
commercial i a[q eff_lphas;s on revenue collection and
formulationa fgxplmtat'on of the forests through the
Act, 1878 l\?at‘ overnment Forest Act, 1865, Indian Forest
At st o Orcst Policy; 1894 and Indian Forest
a[sé nothing \}van ortungtely, In post-Independence period
policy doCUme:tment'oned.about the tribals in the first
Moreover, the Nati 510 National Forest Policy, 1952
the iibals-rp lonal Agriculture Commission, 1976 made
However, the Ngf-’”s'b'e for exploitation of the forests-
tribal attiltude of éﬁnal Forest Policy, 1988 reflected the pro-
tribals in the manag:n?e?:;emme”t. The association of the
to be beneficial to the tribgjéhe forests may ultimately prove

Shri P. I
Dibrugarh acte'c\;' Bharali, District Research Officer,
as the Rapporteurin this session.

CONCLUDING SESSION

The concluding sessio

at3p.m. on 21st Septemper 1 n of the seminar was started

Das, Emeritus Professor i oo with Prof. Bhuban Moha?
presented the summ rin the chair. Dr. R.P. Athparia
the major issues thatary report of the seminar highlighting
which were made in d.EFFOpped Up during the deliberations
e 5 gyl COmmittele erent sessions of the seminar. Late"
tothe recommendation\:g:‘tﬁg';‘Stituted to give final Shapfz

i - e seminar. iqu

Zaman, Director of the Institye Of‘fere(; ttis\tig%é\ﬂgf,tﬁzgis-

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEMINAR

Tribal heritage should be taken into consideration
in a very serious way if at all development in real sense
should be augmented in the Hill Areas of Assam. In the
development process, the tribal land holding patterns that
are in operation in the hill areas are not helpful for taking
as a base for inflow of capital investment. As such, the
seminar recommended that present Jand holding patterns
should be modified to suit the need of the inflow of capital

for development.
ifically the customary laws

Tribal traditions SpPecl .
should be studied in an indepth manner SO that keeping
the tribal traditions at the packdrop modemisation process

suiting to different ecological settings of the m’bes‘could
be augmented. In doing SO, tradition-modern continuum
process should be geared up in orc.iered ways m{:thout
disrupting harmony in the social fabrc of the hill tribes.
The land use patterm of the hill tribes should be
studied so that petter land use could be made not only to
raise crops like paddy but also other crops and

horticulture. _

The seminar stressed upon thej need for rnpuf of
ecologically viable technologies in dn"ferent _eco_logrcgl
settings of the hill areas, namely in cultivation, in
J nication, eftc., to make

households and in mass commu
the quality of life of the people better, durable and

joyable. ‘ _
enjoya?’ﬁe infrastructures like good .s:patrai
communication facilities, market heads for selling the
hould be developed if the people of the

., S
produce, efc., ers for development.

hill areas are to bé taken as partn
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Effort.
village fevel z :f{oufd b_e updertaken for restructuring the
dormitory ans c:;':rl institutions like village council, village
grain bank to act as catalytic agents for

ercolat e
percolating the political and economic powers to the grass-

root level so that the hill trj
in the, process of the g;tnbal Peopie could be the aciars

geographical areas. velopment of their own specific

The semi
of the oral traditgafStre§sed upon the need for the revival
ns which are based on conventions for

the mana
emphas izg Z"ergt‘;'fe f%:ﬁts in the tribal areas. It was also
incorporate the fr. ional Forest Policy, 1988 should

or adit
the hill tribal p ditional forest management process of

. e .

maintenance of ecoﬁl’le to strike a balance between

develo . 0logy on the one h )
pment in trye se e hand and hill areas

nse in particular.
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Khoi Bandhak _ 93 National Forest Policy,1988 107
Khunang 80 Nehru's Principles 55
Koch 4 Nodrang 67, 169, 173
L (o]
Laisenam _ 189, 193 Oaths and Ordeals 191
Land and revenue -
settlement 3 P
Legendary ballad 136 Perbela Gangela 143
Lindokpo . 155 Partially Excluded Area 87, 152, 155
Lindokship 35 Paikas 7,92
Line System 89,91 Pinpomar 116
Little Tradition 47,60, 62 Pratap Singha 155
Lom _ 72 Problems of ’
Longri _ 113 shifting cultivation 27
Loochooki 70
R
Rnn _ Realistic ballad 4
gglcal ballad 138 Regulation of Moneylender
hhga!bangma Ha Garbi 34 Act, 1953 68
ei 35, 68, 79, 118, 1 Risomar 69
Mikir Hills District i
(Forest) Act, 1957 160 S
Mikir Hills District (Jhuming) Salis 80, 169
Ro'egula!ron, 1954 78, 160 Sankari Vaishnavism £
Mikir Hills (Land ang : Sarthe 79, 117, 118
E_e':{em_!e) Act, 1953 159 Scheduled Districts 35
OfILII' Hills District (Transfer Shilo Ao Committee 14
Mon%'[;(:,) Act, 1959 88,92 Sivaraman Committee %
Mok mer 2 Sixth Schedyle 1,84
T 9.10 gnemduri 138
b e 180 SPread of Christianj 3
Muri wathisa 181 Sukti Bandhak % 92, 93
N i 9
Nation_al {\griculture Thong Nokbe 3
Commission, 1976 106 Tribal tradition 48
Nat!onal Forest Policy, 1894 3 Tribe 35
National Forest Policy, 1952 183 Tzuki 173
v
Village Council 192

Phot

o shows Prof. B

T M. C. Goswami

3 STMINAR urn“um'“ @
RIBAL TRADITION AND ITS i
TP D THEHILL AREAS oF ASSN
S

\ o

delivering his lecture as Chief Guest at the
inaugural session

g his lecture as Chairman at the

M. Das delivering hi
inaugural session




e) pregidi -
ercz:;% over an academic session, oNn
fying the points raised by the

his right Prof. K.

participants in relation to pys .
'S paper ang

on hi .

S Rabpnorte: r is left Shri A. C. Nath

Dr. P.C. Phangcho (centr) hairing an acadmic session, Dr. Jeuti
Barooah (right) replying to queries in connection with her paper and
Shri G. N. Das (left) acting as Rapporteur

esiding over an academic session, on
lying to queries in respect of his paper
Das acting as Rapporteur

Prof. K.C. Mahanta (centre) pr
his left. Shri L.K. Muchahary rep
and on his right Shri Mrigen

iri demic session, Shri A.K.
ish Sharma (centre) chairing an aca : n,
g;cr’;hl-i(?i;z?) answering volley of questions In relation to his paper and
Shri P.N. Bharali (left) acting as Repporteur



e . ion of the

Prof. B. M. Dag (centre) presiding over the concluding session 0

three-day Seminar, on hjg leftDr.R. p. A
report of the Seminar an

thparia presenting summary

d on his right Md. R. Zaman offering the
vote of thanks




