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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo




Inindia the scheduled tribes numbering 678 consist of 16.4 million households and a total

population of 84.3 million as per 2001 Census. The percentage of scheduled tribe population
accounts for 8.20 of the total population of the country. Assam is having 25 scheduled tribes with
5.93 lakh households and a total population of 33.08 lakh indicating 12.41% of the total population
of the State. The tribes with diverse origins and rich cultural heritage have been living in various
levels of development under different environmental conditions.

The health of the tribal people has been invariably connected with socio-cultural and
magico-religious practices since time immemorial. They have developed traditional ways of
protecting health against various diseases. According to them, some diseases are caused by deities
and evil spirits. As a result, they worship them sacrificing birds and animals for their appeasement.
Moreover, the traditional methods of curing ailments and diseases by applying wild roots, herbs and
plants, etc., are still practised by the people. However, with the establishment of the medicare
institutions such as hospitals, primary health centres and dispensaries, etc., throughout the length
and breadth of the country, the tribal people have come forward to avail the benefits offered by
these institutions. Of course, this does not mean that the tribal people have completely given up
their traditional practices of curing diseases. As a matter of fact, they happen to practise both
traditional and modern scientific methods of treatment.

The tribal people suffer from various types of diseases such as allergy, anaemia, asthma,
blood pressure, bronchitis, cataract, cholera, conjunctivitis, cough, diarrhoea, dysentery, eczema,
fever, goitre, headache, itching, jaundice, leprosy, leucorrhoea, pneumonia, malaria, measles,
paralysis, rabies, soreness of eyes, tuberculosis and worm infection etc.

So far as the concept of health and perception of diseases in the country are concerned,
Basu (1994 : 317) opines, “Attention is now being increasingly focussed on the problem of rural
health, particularly with regard to the tribals and other backward groups who represent a sizeable
proportion of the population in India. The World Health Organisation defines health as ‘a state of
complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease and
infirmity’ (WHO 1971). However comprehensive, this has rarely been practicable. Well-being is
defined as a harmonious relationship between an individual or group and the physical, biological
and socio-cultural environments, as also the feeling of satisfaction that is associated with this. But
the concept of well-being is difficult to apply in practice, as it includes a large subjective
amely, the ‘feeling of satisfaction’ which increases in magnitude as one moves from

component, n

physical, through mental to social well-being. For instance, an individual or population with a poor

level of well-being by our standard might experience instead a ‘feeling of satisfaction’ with life.

Among the Pahira tribal population, 30 to 45 per cent mortality before the age of 15 years is
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accepted as normal (A. Basu, 1969). The mothers are used to frequent childbearing with the aim of
making up for the loss, despite the consequent risk to their own survival and physical well-being.

The concept of health, disease, treatment, life and death among the tribes is as varied as
their culture. Tribal society is guided by traditionally laid down customs to which every member is
expected to conform. The fate of the individual and the community depends on their relationship
with unseen forces which intervene in human affairs. If men offend them, the mystical powers
punish by causing sickness, death or other natural calamities. In tribal society, disease is seen to be
caused by the breach of some taboo or by hostile spirits, the ghosts of the dead. They believe in the
existence of benevolent and malevolent spirits, the former playing a protective role, while the latter
are considered to be responsible for causing disease and epidemics. Magico-religious practices are
resorted to for the treatment of diseases.”

With regard to the necessity of preserving medicinal plants and herbs, Sharmathakur (1997
. 71) comments, “At present data about ethno medicine are extremely meagre and the relevant
institutes like the Tribal Research Institutes should be entrusted to collect data on tribal indigenous
medicine. Due to opening up of the tribal areas and due largely to the expansion of infrastructural
facilities and establishment of medium and heavy industries in the tribal areas, many of the herbs
and creepers having medicinal value are disappearing and the educated sections of the tribal people
are depending more and more on the modern health care system. The professional doctors
discourage the illiterate tribals to take recourse to traditional medicines. But the importance of
ethno medicine has been emphasised by eminent researchers like Boding (1940), Elwin
(1955), Bhowmik (1955), Mann and Mann (1986), Roy Burman (1986), Vidyarthi (1969), Mathur
(1982) and Jain (1970) ete. The medical scientists have discovered many wonder drugs by using
herbs. The Anthropological Survey of India has done a useful job by undertaking a survey on tribal
system of health care among thirteen ethnic communities including Bodo Kacharis of Assam. More
in-depth studies in this regard have to be undertaken before disappearance of the untouched wealth
of unknown medicinal value.”

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs, New Delhi has prepared the Draft National Policy on
Tribals ( 2003) wherein health status of the tribal people inhabiting the country has been
highlighted in the following manner :

«Although tribal people live usually close to nature, a majority of them need health care on
account of malnutrition, lack of safe drinking water, poor hygiene and environmental sanitation and
above all poverty. Lack of awareness and apathy to utilise the available health services also affect
their health status. In the wake of the opening of tribal areas with highways, industrialization and

communication facilities, diseases have spread to tribal areas. Endemics like malaria, deficiency
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diseases, venereal diseases including AIDS are not uncommon among tribal population. However,
lack of safe drinking water and malnutrition are well recognised major health hazards. Tribals
suffer from a deficiency of calcium, vitamin A, vitamin C, riboflavin and animal protein in their
diets. Malnutrition and undernutrition are common among Primitive Tribal Groups who largely
depend upon food they either gather or raise by using simple methods. The poor nutritional status of
tribal women directly influences their reproductive performance and their infants’ survival, growth
and development.

Tribal people who are self reliant and self-sufficient, have over the centuries developed
their own medicine system based on herbs and other items collected from the nature and pro-
cessed locally. They have also their own system of diagnosis and cure of diseases. They believe in
taboos, spiritual powers and faith healing. There are wide variations among tribals in their health
status and willingness to access and utilise health services, depending on their culture, level of
contact with other cultures and degree of adaptability.

Against this background, the National Policy seeks to promote the modern health care
system and also a synthesis of the Indian systems of medicine like ayurveda and siddha with the
tribal system. The National Policy seeks to :

o Strengthen the allopathy system of medicine in tribal areas with the extension of the
three-tier system of village health workers, auxiliary nurse mid-wife and primary health
centres

e  Expand the number of hospitals in tune with tribal population

* Validate identified tribal remedies (folk claims) used in different tribal areas

e Encourage, document and patent tribals’ traditional medicines

e Promote the formation of a strong force of tribal village health guides through regular
training-cum-orientation courses

o Formulate area specific strategies to improve access to and utilisation of health services

e Strengthen research into diseases affecting tribals and initiate action programme

e Eradicate endemic diseases on a war footing.”

Taking into consideration the above facts in mind, a decision has been taken to carry out a
study to bring into focus the health status of the Karbis. It may be mentioned here that the Karbis
inhabit the Karbi Anglong district of Assam. According to 2001 Census the total population in the
district is 8.13 lakh, the males and females being 4.22 lakh and 3.91 lakh respectively. It is be noted
that the Karbis with a total population of about 2.96 lakh constitute the major ethnic group in the

district. In fact, the name of the district is given after their name. Karbi Anglong is known as the
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malaria infested district in Assam. Besides malaria, the Karbis suffer from tuberculosis, goitre,
leprosy, typhoid, gastro-intestinal disorder and dermatological diseases, etc. Lack of environmental
sanitation, safe drinking water and nutritional awareness, etc., leads to occurrence of various types
of diseases among them. They try to cure diseases through traditional methods. Of course, they visit
the nearest medical institution also. There are 2 Civil Hospitals, 5 Rural Hospitals, 25 PHCs, 8
State Dispensaries and 7 Subsidiary Health Centres etc. in the district of Karbi Anglong.

Objectives :

The main objectives of the study are to highlight the attitude of the Karbis towards
scientific methods of treatment of diseases and the identification of the medicinal plants generally
used by them generations after generations. Moreover, an attempt is being made to take into
account other traditional practices for curing diseases since health and culture are closely related to
socio-religious and cultural factors. The study also includes drinking water facilities, sanitation and
other infrastructure facilities available in and around the selected Karbi villages.

Methodology :

Sample survey, Case study and Observation methods have been taken up for the study. The
list of medical institutions located in various parts of the district are collected from the Office of the
Joint Director of Health Services, Karbi Anglong, Diphu. Again, the list of Karbi villages
surrounding the medicare institutions are collected. Altogether 62 villages have been selected on
the basis of random sampling for the study (Table 1.1). Household schedules have been prepared
and administered to each household, preferably the head of the household of the selected villages.
Important particulars in relation to each village viz., location, transport and communication, civic
and educational facilities and other basic amenities are recorded in the village schedule. Moreover,
another schedule is used for collecting particulars from the medical institutions.

7 nos. of Research Investigators have been appointed on a purely temporary basis for a
period of three months from the month of July, 2004. Necessary training was imparted to them for
systematic collection of data. Again, 3 nos. of Tabulation Assistants were appointed to carry out
tabulation and analysis of data for a period of three months.

After completion of analysis of data report writing was taken in hand. Secondary data were
also collected from various sources viz., Government Departments, District Council offices,
research journals, books and newspapers etc. Necessary map, graphs, statistical tables and
photographs are incorporated into the Report. Moreover, various suggestions on the basis of the

study are furnished. All the data have been systematically arranged and presented in seven chapters

of the Report.




TABLE-1:1
List of selected villages

Name of the Institution | Name of the village Name of the Institution Name of the village
Diphu Civil Hospital Inglongcherop Umpanai PHC Umpanai
Sonsing Timung Rongchek
Hamren Civil Hospital | Inghilangso Putsari PHC Putsari
Ingpoilangso Lemra
Howraghat Rural Gorgo Engti Baithalangso PHC Lengry
Hospital Mohori Terang Long-e-Lobui
Dentaghat Rural Pharkong Engti Taradubi PHC Okrap
Hospital Dhenta Engti Rongplangbung Kathar
Bokulia Rural Hospital | Sotat Hanse Dillai S/D Longki Kro
Rupsing Bey Udeng Tisso
Bokajan Rural Hospital Bormanthi Kanduli S/D Am-i
Hurumanthi Arting (A)
Donkamokam Rural Taralangso Mohendijua SHC Kakoti Ronghang
Hospital Borthoiso Sarmen Hanse
Manja PHC Hidim Teron Okreng SHC Kulai Kro
Borjan Hambong Enghi
Borlangfer PHC Bura Phangcho Tekelangju SHC Kat Tisso
Bura Kramsa Bajin Tokbi
Rajapathar PHC Haroo Engti Kheroni SHC Rongkangtui
Sar-et Terang Harlongsora
Dokmoka PHC Sabrasi Kro Tumpreng SHC Baligaon
Habe Rongphar Hanlokrok Engleng
Centre Bazar PHC Sing Teron Hidipi MSC Desoi Kro
| Sarthe Ronghang Kania Bey
Balipathar PHC Dilawjan Rongmandu MSC Rongmandu
Phulbari Dilawjan Sarmen Ronghang
Deithor PHC Lokhiram Tokbi Hongkram MSC Hongkram Teron
Thong Teron Mojadar
Jirikindeng PHC Rongnihang Sildubi MSC Men Timung
Terang Arong Doloni Teron
Ouguri PHC Baolagug Total no. of villages = 62

Amguri







Karbi Anglong is the largest district of Assam with a total geographical area of 10,434 sq.

km as per 1991 Census. The district lies between latitudes 25°30 and 26°41" N and longitudes 92°7°
and 93°52° E. It is bounded on the north by Nagaon and Golaghat districts, on the south by North
Cachar Hills district, on the east by Golaghat district and Nagaland State and on the west by
Meghalaya State. The district has a total population of 8,13,311 as per 2001 Census.

With regard to the formation of the district it may be said that the present Karbi Anglong and
North Cachar Hills districts were two sub divisions viz., Mikir Hills and North Cachar Hills
subdivisions of the United Mikir and North Cachar Hills District which was inaugurated on
November 17, 1951 and created ( vide Govt. Notification No. TAD/R 31/503/209 dt. 3.11.50 ) by
carving out certain portions of erstwhile Nagaon (4,421 sq. km), Sibsagar (4,382 sq. km) and United
Khasi and Jayantia Hills districts (1543 sq. km) and the whole of the North Cachar subdivision of
Cachar district. The portions taken from Nagaon and Sibsagar districts were Partially Excluded Areas
of the two districts and were called Mikir Hills Tracts. On the other hand, those portions inhabited
mainly by the Karbis in the United Khasi and Jayantia Hills district were known as Excluded Areas.
Again, North Cachar was constituted into a subdivision of Cachar district by the British in the year
1880 and it was administered by the Governor as an Excluded Area till India’s independence in 1947.
On February 2, 1970 North Cachar, the subdivision of the United Mikir and North Cachar Hills
district was declared as a separate civil district while the remaining portion i.e. Mikir Hills
subdivision was constituted into Mikir Hills district which was again rechristened as Karbi Anglong
in 1976 vide Govt. Notification No. TAD/R/115/74/47 dt.14.10.76. In accordance with Para 2 of the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India, the Karbi Anglong ( Mikir Hills ) District Council with
headquarters at Diphu came into existence on June 23, 1952. The nomenclature of the Council has
been slightly changed to Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council by deleting the word District as per
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution (Amendment) Act, 1995.

Physiographically, the district of Karbi Anglong consists of two hilly lobes which genetically
belong to the Shillong plateau. The two lobes are separated by the Kopili valley. The eastern lobe is
dome shaped and approximately double the size of the western lobe. Its altitude varies from 192
metres to more than 1341 metres above sea level. The highest peak Singhason (1357 metres) is

located here. The western lobe, presenting an extremely rugged topography, slopes from south-west

to north-east. The peak located at the extreme western border of the lobe is known as Umlaper (1219

metres). The altitude of the adjoining areas of the Umlaper peak varies from 762 metres to 1066
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metres above sea level. Again, the Kopili , Jamuna and Dhansiri Valley region covering Lumding,
Hojai and Diphu may be referred to as undulating plain with an altitude ranging from 75 to 250
metres above sea level. The important rivers of the Karbi Anglong district are the Kopili and the
Dhansiri. Some tributaries of the river Kopili are the Barapani, Umium, Amreng, Kolonga and
Jamuna etc. On the other hand, the tributaries of the Dhansiri are the Kaliani, Nambor, Deopani and
Doigrung etc. The annual rainfall from December, 2002 to November, 2003 is recorded as 1065.2
mm. in the district. Kheroni, Amreng and Dhansiri areas of Karbi Anglong are located in the
rainshadow zone. The soil is found to be sandy loam in plains and valley bottom lands and clayey
loam in hilly tops with varying depth.

In the forests of Karbi Anglong various types of valuable trees are found. For example, small
patches of Sal occur in Sildharampur, Chelabor, Jungthung and Rongkhang Reserves. Badam is
present in Dhansiri and Daldali Reserve Forests. Again, Bansum is found in small quantity in Disama,
Dhansiri, Longnit and Patradisa Reserves. Species like Hollock, Gamari, Titasopa, Bhelu, Bogipama,
Amari, Sam, Khokan, Karoi and Ajhar etc., are normally found in the forests. Minor forest products
and minerals include firewood, thatch, cane, bamboo, patidoi, chalmugra, dhuna, gravels, boulders,
sand, limestone and medicinal herbs, etc. Forests abound in wild life also. Elephants, tigers,
buffaloes, wild bear, sambar, deer, varieties of reptiles, monkeys, wild duck, pheasants, green pigeon
(haitha) and peacock etc., are found. The hilly forest area of Karbi Anglong, adjacent to Kaziranga
National Park provides shelter to the wild life during flood.

POPULATION :

It has been already mentioned that the total population in Karbi Anglong as per 2001 Census
is 8,13,311. According to 1951, 1961, 1971 and 1991 Census Reports the total population in the
district is 1,25,777 ; 2,25,407 ; 3,79,310 and 6,62,723 respectively. Table II.1 shows the decadal

vari
population (22.72) during the decade 1991-2001. The Karbi Anglong district is inhabited by various

ation of population in the district since 1951.The table reveals the lowest percentage increase of

ethnic groups. Among the tribal communities the Karbis occupy the predominant position and the
district is also known after their name. Other tribes are the Dimasa Kacharis, Garos , Khasis, Jaintias,
Rengma Nagas, Man-Tais, Tiwas, Hmars, Kukis, Chakmas and Bodos, etc. Moreover, there are
Assamese, Bengalis, Tea and Ex-Tea Garden communities and Hindi speaking people in the district.
According to 1971 and 1991 Census Reports, out of the total population of the district the number of
ST population is 2,10,039 (55.37%) and 3,41,718 (51.56%) respectively. Again, as per 2001 Census,
the ST population is 4,52,963 which constitutes 55.69% of the total population of the district. The
in Karbi Anglong as per 1971 and 1991 Census Reports is furnished in Table

tribewise population
11.2. It may be mentioned here that tribewise figures according to 2001 Census are still not available.
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TABLE IL1
Decadal variation of population
% of
District Year Persons Decadal decadal Males Females
variation variation
I 2 3 4 5 6 7
1951 1,25,777 + 29,736 +30.96 65,812 59,965
Karbi
Anglong 1961 2,25,407 + 99,630 +79.21 1,21,040 1,04,367
1971 3,79,310 +1,53,903 +68.28 2,03,347 1,76,963
1991 6,62,723 +2,83,413 +74.72 3,47,607 3,15,116
2001 8,13,311 +1,50,588 +22.72 4,22,250 3,91,061
TABLE 11.2
Scheduled tribe population
Sl. No. Name of the tribe Karbi Anglong
1971 1991
1 2 3 4

1 Chakma 246 3,989

2 Dimasa Kachari 14,797 15,065

3 Garo 9,080 17,460

4 Hajong 384 383

5 Hmar 13 399

6 Khasi, Jaintia, Synteng, Pnar, War, 4,763 8,452

Bhoi, Lyngngam

7 Any Kuki tribes 5,937 7,711

8 Lakher - 3

9 Man (Tai speaking) 964 1,814

10 Any Mizo 347 421

11 Mikir (Karbi) 1,72,845 2,81,587

12 Any Naga tribes 46 2,446

13 Pawi 6 569

14 Syntheng 611 350

Source : Statistical Hand Book, 1980 and Census of India, 1991, Special Tables on Scheduled Tribes
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Although the Karbi Anglong district occupies the largest geographical area in Assam, the
density of population per sq. km is found to be as low as 37, 64 and 78 persons against overall density
of population in the State viz. 186, 286 and 340 persons as per 1971, 1991 and 2001 Census Reports
respectively. The sex ratio (females per 1000 males) of the district is worked out to be 875, 907 and
926 against the State’s sex ratio of 896, 923 and 935 according to 1971, 1991 and 2001 Census

Reports respectively.

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION :

The Deputy Commissioner, Karbi Anglong, Diphu functions as the head of civil
administration with active co-operation rendered by Additional Deputy Commissioners,
Subdivisional Officers, Extra Assistant Commissioners and Sub-Deputy Collectors, etc. The onerous
responsibility for administration of justice and maintenance of law and order in the district lies with
the Deputy Commissioner. He acts as District Magistrate and Session Judge also. The Deputy
Commissioner conducts the Autonomous Council election as the Returning Officer. The list of

Deputy Commissioners functioning in the district since its creation (United Mikir and North Cachar

Hills district) is shown in Table I1.3.

AUTONOMOUS COUNCIL :

The powers and functions of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council may be divided mainly
into four heads : Legislative, Executive, Financial and Judicial. The Council has a tenure of 5 years.
In accordance with the provisions of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India, the Council has
passed various Acts, Rules and Regulations, some of which are :

The Karbi Anglong District (Revenue Assessment) Regulation No.II of 1952

The Karbi Anglong District (Land and Revenue) Act, 1953

The Karbi Anglong District (Transfer of Land ) Act, 1959

The Karbi Anglong District (Land Reforms) Act, 1979

The Karbi Anglong District (Jauming) Regulation, 1954

The Karbi Anglong Grazing Regulation, 1954

The Karbi Anglong District (Forest) Act, 1957

The Karbi Anglong District (Trading by Non Tribals) Regulation, 1953

The Karbi Anglong Cart, Cycles and Boat (Taxation) Act, 1954

The Karbi Anglong District (Member’s Salary and Allowances) Act, 1958

The Karbi Anglong District (Salaries & Allowances of the Executive Members) Act, 1958
The Karbi Anglong District (Chairman’s and Deputy Chairman’s Salary & Allowances) Act, 1963
The Karbi Anglong District (Money lending by Non Tribals) Regulation, 1953
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TABLE IL.3
List of Deputy Commissioners, Karbi Anglong, Diphu.
Sl Name of the D.C. Period
No. From To
1 2 3 4
1 C.S.Booth 17.11.51 15.11.53
2 J.B. Rajkonwar 15.11.53 20.08.54
3 A. Ahmed 20.08.54 3.01.55
4 B. Dowerah 3.01.55 29.05.55
5 G.C.Phukan 29.05.55 8.05.57
6 | B.C.Bora (In charge) 8.05.57 6.10.57
7 C.S.Booth 6.10.57 4.11.59
8 M. Ahmed 4.11.59 7.08.61
9 B. Dowerah 7.08.61 16.06.63
10 | AK.Palit 16.06.63 7.09.63
11 P.N. Rau 11.09.63 6.03.64
12 S.C. Bhattacharjee 6.03.64 19.12.64
13 | A.K.Chowdhury 19.12.64 2.03.66
14 | N. Bania 2.03.66 31.5.67
15 | A.K. Saikia 31.05.67 27.11.68
16 | S.Goswami 27.11.68 16.01.72
17 | U.C. Sarania 16.01.72 19.04.75
18 | H.K. Barkakati 19.04.75 24.06.75
19 | S.N. Das (In charge) 24.06.75 17.08.75
20 B.K. Misra 17.08.75 20.05.77
21 S.K. Purkayastha 20.05.77 5.05.78
22 R. Banerjee 5.05.78 11.02.80
23 | A. Saikia 11.02.80 5.01.81
24 | RM. Goswami 5.01.81 6.09.82
25 | R. Chatterjee 6.09.82 8.07.83
26 | B.K. Gohain (In charge) 8.07.83 15.07.83
27 | Sarad Gupta 15.07.83 20.12.83
28 | A.C. Changkakati 20.12.83 21.11.84
29 | S.Manoharan 21.11.84 27.06.85
30 M.R. Das (In charge) 27.06.85 9.08.85
31 | P.P. Verma 9.08.85 10.10.86
32 | C.Barua 10.10.86 14.06.87
33 | L. Phangcho (In charge) 14.06.87 10.07.87
34 | V. Sonowal 10.07.87 3.01.90
35 | A.K. Sachan 3.01.90 3.11.93
36 | AK. SarmaRoy (In charge) 3.11.93 10.11.93
37 | A. Kumar 10.11.93 19.12.94
38 | B.S. Bhaskar 19.12.94 20.05.95
30 | A.K. Sarma Roy (In charge) 20.05.95 27.06.95
40 | Shrisailesh 27.06.95 27.09.95
a1 | A.K. Sarma Roy (In charge) 27.09.95 6.10.95
42 | P.N. Bhuyan 6.10.95 10.11.95
23 | K. Dihingia Deka 10.11.95 22.07.96
44 | S.K. Khare 22.07.96 22.12.98
25 | L.R. Joute (In charge) 22.12.98 21.01.99
26 | Md. Alauddin 21.01.99 4.07.2001
47 | L.R Joute (In charge) 4.07.2001 9.07.2001
48 | Bhaba Gogoi 9.07.2001 7.04.2003
49 | Amgocl 7.04.2003 26.09.2005
50 G.D.Tripathi 26.09.2005 -

Source : Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Karbi Anglong, Diphu
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The Karbi Anglong District (Money lending by Non Tribals) Rules, 1955

The Karbi Anglong District Council (Christian Marriage) Act, 1962

The Karbi Anglong District Council (Employees’ Contributory Provident Fund) Rules, 1970
The Karbi Anglong District (Administration of Town Committee) Act, 1954 and

The Karbi Anglong District (Constitution of Town Committee) Rules, 1958 etc.

In this context it may be pointed out here that some of the Acts, Rules and Regulations have
been suitably amended by the appropriate authority.

The following Development Departments of the Govt. of Assam functioning in the district
were placed under the administrative control of the Karbi Anglong District Council with effect from
1% June, 1970 :

(1) Agriculture (2) PWD (Flood Control & Irrigation) (3) T.A. & W.B.C. Department ( Soil
Conservation)  (4) Animal Husbandry, Veterinary and Fisheries (5) Forests (6) Development
(Panchayat & Community Development) (7) Industries ( Cottage ) (8) PWD (Roads & Buildings )
(9) Education ( General and P.T.M.)  (10) Health and Family Planning (B) ~ (11) Health and
Family Planning (A) (12) Planning and Development ( Social Welfare ).

However, in pursuance to Memorandum of Understanding (1st April, 1995) the following 30
Subjects/Departments have been entrusted to the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council :

(1) Industry  (2) Animal Husbandry and Veterinary (3) Forests (4) Agriculture (5) PWD

(6) Sericulture (7) Education (a) Primary Education upto the level of Higher Secondary Education
(b) Adult Education (8) Cultural Affairs (9) Soil Conservation (10) Co-operative (11) Fisheries
(12) Panchayat and Rural Development including DRDA (13) Handloom and Textiles (14) Health

and Family Welfare  (15) Public Health Engineering  (16) Irrigation (17) Social Welfare
(18) Flood Control (19) Sports and Youth Welfare (20) Weights and Measures (21) Food and
Civil Supplies (22) Town and Country Planning (23) College Education ( General) including
Library Services, District Museum and Archaeology (24) Land Reforms (25) Publicity/Public
Relations (26) Printing and Stationery (27) Tourism (28) Transport (29) Excise and (30)
Finance including Sales Tax on purchase of goods other than Newspapers, Excise, Professional Tax.

The Council Budget consists of two sections — Council Sector and State Sector. The Council
Sector budget is entirely dependent upon the revenue collected through Taxation Department of the
Council while the State Sector budget is financed jointly by the Centre and the Govt. of Assam.

The Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council comprises 30 members out of which 26 are elected
by adult franchise while the remaining 4 are nominated by the Government. The Chairman and

Deputy Chairman are elected by the members of the Council. The Chairman summons the Session
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of the Council and conducts the proceedings of the Session. The Executive Committee consists of a
Chief Executive Member who is elected by the members and fourteen Executive Members
who are appointed by the Governor on the advice of the C.E.M. The list of Chief Executive Members
since the formation of the Council is furnished in Table I1.4. The Secretariat cell of the Council under
the Executive Committee is headed by the Principal Secretary, generally a member of the Indian
Administrative Service. He is assisted by the Deputy Secretaries and other Officers.

The total number of Constituencies of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council is 26. These
are : (1) Duar Amla (2) Amri (3) Chinthong (4) Socheng (5) Rongkhang (6) Bithung-
Rengthema (7) Kopili (8) Hamren (9) Amreng (10) Howraghat (11) Langpher (12) Phuloni
(13) Langhin (14) Korkanthi (15) Mahamaya (16) Namati (17) Socheng-Dhenta (18)
Lumbajong (19) Dhansiri (20) Singhason (21) Borjan (22) Sarupathar (23) Bokajan (24)
Deopani (25) Nilip and (26) Duar Bagari. Out of the total number of 26 Constituencies the
Lumbajong Constituency has the highest number of voters (43,866) while the Sarupathar
Constituency has the lowest number of voters (6,055). Table IL5 indicates the result of 9" Karbi

Anglong Autonomous Council Election, 2001.

CIVIL SUBDIVISIONS, REVENUE CIRCLES., DEVELOPMENT BLOCKS ETC.:

The Karbi Anglong district has three civil subdivisions viz., Diphu, Hamren and Bokajan. It
may be mentioned here that the Hamren and Bokajan subdivisions have come into existence on 1%
January, 1972 and 15% August, 1989 respectively. The number of revenue circles is four. These are
Phuloni, Diphu, Silonijan and Donka. Moreover, altogether 6 town committees have been constituted
in the district. Table 1.6 shows the total population, SC and ST population in the district and also
population under revenue circles and town committees as per 2001 Census. The table reveals that the
Phuloni Revenue Circle consists of highest number of Scheduled Castes (16,272) and Scheduled
Tribes (1,48,335) population out of the total number of four Revenue Circles. Similarly the Diphu
Town Committee comprises highest number of SC (1,366) and ST (20,288) population out of the
total number of six Town Committees.

In order to ensure better police administration the entire Karbi Anglong district has been
divided into 6 Police Stations viz., Diphu P.S. and Howraghat P.S. under Diphu Subdivision, Bokajan
Subdivision and Baithalangso P.S., Hamren P.S. and Kheroni P.S. under Hamren

P.S. under Bokajan
Subdivision. The office of the Superintendent of Police is located at Diphu. In addition to normal

duties the police
established their camps in the hills of the district.

personnel have to launch operations against various militant groups who have
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TABLE I1.4
List of Chief Executive Members of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council
SL. Name of the C.E.M. Period
No. From To
/ 2 3 4
1 | Khorsing Terang 23.06.52 28.11.55
2 | Nihang Rongphar 15.12.55 25.06.56
3 | Chatrasing Teron 26.06.56 9.05.57
4 | Nihang Rongphar 25.06.57 2.12.57
5 | Chandrasing Teron 3.12.57 25.06.62
6 | Dhani Ram Rongpi 26.06.62 11.12.72
7 | Joysing Doloi 12.12.72 10.05.78
8 | Khorsing Bey 11.05.78 27.09.79
9 | Bidyasing Engleng 28.09.79 13.12.79
10 | Bidyasing Engleng 18.01.80 2.01.81
11 | Birensing Engti 3.03.81 16.01.83
12 | Bidyasing Engleng 26.02.83 27.02.83
13 | Bidyasing Engleng 28.01.84 7.08.85
14 | Khorsing Engti 9.08.85 11.09.85
15 | Mangalsing Engti 15.11.85 26.11.86
16 | Bidyasing Engleng 5.12.86 24.01.89
17 | Dr. Jayanta Rongpi 25.01.89 20.06.96
18 | Jotson Bey 21.06.96 29.07.2000
19 | Mojari Hanse 31.07.2000 15.03.2001
20 | Khorsing Engti 11.01.2002 18.03.2002
21 | Khorsing Engti 19.03.2002 -
(Fresh election was held on 19.03.2002
and he was re-elected.)

Source : Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council
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TABLE IL.§
Result of 9" Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council Election, 2001
Date of Poll : 4.12.2001

No. & name of the Name of the candidate | Name of the | Valid Total | % of valid
Constituency declared elected Party votes valid votes
secured votes secured
1 2 3 4 5 6

1-Duar Amla Joy Ram Engleng INC 5401 10926 49.43
2-Amri Elwin Teron ASDC 2775 7654 36.25
3-Chinthong Pradip Rongpi ASDC 3799 7212 52.67
4-Socheng Jotson Bey ASDC | 5415 | 8993 | 6021
5-Rongkhang Sing Teron INC 4025 11208 35.91
6-Bithung-Rengthema Bajong Tisso INC 6607 15951 41.42
7-Kopili Dhansing Kro INC 8905 18854 47.23
8-Hamren Chandrasing Ronghang ASDC 3370 6796 49.58
9-Amreng George Millick INC 7207 17643 40.84
10-Howraghat Khorsing Engti INC 8033 | 16187 49.63
11-Langpher Sum Ronghang INC 8698 20059 43.36
12-Phuloni Rabi Kumar Phangcho CPI(ML) 4493 11088 40.52
13-Langhin Torendra Brahma Independent | 13368 17690 75.57
14-Korkanthi Dipendra Rongpi ASDC 5390 12694 42.46
15-Mahamaya Chomang Kro ASDC 6641 13390 49.60
16-Namati Mangalsing Engti INC 4722 10191 46.34
17-Socheng-Dhenta Mohan Bey CPI(ML) 4286 9443 45.39
18-Lumbajong Ramsing Engti INC 13714 28091 48.82
19-Dhansiri Bhupen Hasnu INC 6084 14405 42.24
20-Singhason Pradip Singnar INC 4857 13351 36.38
21-Borjan Ramsing Tokbi ASDC 7336 19208 38.19
22-Sarupathar Riso Singnar ASDC 2623 5273 49.74
23-Bokajan Semson Surin INC 4804 15530 30.93
24-Deopani Ramsing Munda INC 4263 12414 34.34
25-Nilip Singnoth Kro ASDC 5124 10635 48.18
Benting Terang ASDC 3131 8631 36.27

26-Duar Bagari

Source : Karbi Anglong Election Results since 1937
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TABLE I 6

Total population, SC & ST population — District/Circle/Town

(2001 Census)

District/Circle/Town Total SC ST
population
1 2 3 4
Karbi Anglong District 8,13,311 29,520 4,52,963
Donka Revenue Circle 2,47,169 9,457 1,46,755
Diphu Revenue Circle 2,37,235 3,550 1,07,660
Phuloni Revenue Circle 2,49,997 16,272 1,48,335
Silonijan Revenue Circle 78,910 241 50,213
Hamren (TC) 8,445 132 6,233
Donkamokam (TC) 8,240 370 5,705
Diphu (TC) 52,310 1,366 20,288
Howraghat (TC) 4,052 399 581
Dokmoka (TC) 4,664 53 2,177
AN
Bokajan (TC) 14,219 223 829

Py
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In the Karbi Anglong district the total number of Development Blocks is eleven. These are

shown in Table I1.7 alongwith respective headquarters. In fact the Development Blocks play a
significant role in uplifting socio-economic life of the people inhabiting the district since the Gaon
Panchayat system functioning in the plains districts of Assam is not in existence in Karbi Anglong.
There are four Legislative Assembly Constituencies in the Karbi Anglong district. These are
17-Bokajan, 18-Howraghat, 19-Diphu and 20-Baithalangso. The total number of voters in these
Constituencies as per 11™ Bidhan Sabha General Elections, 2001 is found to be 4,16,251. The Diphu
Constituency has the highest number of voters (1,31,623) while the Howraghat Constituency has the
lowest number of voters (86,374). The number of Lok Sabha seat is only one which covers the two
autonomous districts of Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills. This is known as 3-Autonomous
Districts (ST) Constituency. The results of 1 1% Bidhan Sabha General Elections, 2001 in respect of 4
Constituencies and 14" Lok Sabha General Elections, 2004 in respect of single Parliamentary

Constituency are furnished in Tables I1.8 and I1.9 respectively.

RELIGION :

According to 2001 Census 82.40% of the total population of the Karbi Anglong district
follows Hinduism. Christianity is followed by 14.48% against 2.22% of Islam. Other religious
communities constitute a negligible percentage of the total population of the district. Table IL.10
shows religionwise population in the district of Karbi Anglong. It will be seen from the table that the
percentages of Hindu population in the district are gradually decreasing (90.27% in 1971, 84.82% in
1991 and 82.40% in 2001). On the other hand, the percentages of Christian population are increasing
rapidly (7.99% in 1971, 12.48% in 1991 and 14.48% in 2001). Similarly, the Muslim population has
increased in the district (1.30% in 1971, 1.57% in 1991 and 2.27% in 2001).

WORKERS & NON-WORKERS :

Out of the total population of 8,13,311 in the Karbi Anglong district the number of workers

as per 2001 Census is 3,30,480 which constitute 40.6% of the total population of the district. On the

other hand, the non-

distribution of Main Workers,
Table I.11. The table reveals that main workers constitute 28.5% of total workers against 12.2% of

workers numbering 4,82,831 constitute 59.4% of the total population. The
Marginal Workers and Non-workers as per 2001 Census is furnished in

marginal workers. Out of 59.4% of non-workers the percentages of male and female non-workers are

51.0 and 68.4 respectively. The table further shows that cultivators constitute 58.7% of the total

of agricultural labourers are 13.8 against 3.7 of workers engaged in

workers. The percentages
er workers include 23.9% of the total workers.

household industries. Oth
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TABLE IL.7
Development Blocks in Karbi Anglong
District Subdivision Name of the H.Q.
Development Block
1 2 3 4
Karbi Anglong Diphu Lumbajong Manja
Diphu Howraghat Howraghat
Diphu Samelangso Samelangso
Diphu Langsomepi Dokmoka
Hamren Rongkhang Donkamokam
Hamren Amri Ulukunchi
Hamren Socheng Jirikinding
Hamren Chinthong Hamren
Bokajan Bokajan Bokajan
Bokajan Nilip Chokihola
Bokajan Rongmongwe Rongmongwe
TABLE 1L 8
Result of 11" Bidhan Sabha General Elections, 2001
Date of Poll : 10.5.2001
No. & Name of Name of the candidate | Nameof | Valid | Total | % of valid
Assembly declared elected the Party votes valid votes
Constituency secured | votes secured
1 2 3 4 5 6
17-Bokajan (ST) Jagat Sing Engti ASDC (U) | 23518 | 68309 34.42
wﬁ@ Dharamsing Teron ASDC (U) | 27058 | 69210 39.09
19-Diphu (ST) Bidyasing Engleng INC 32244 | 96588 33.38
20-Baithalangso (ST) Ruponsing Ronghang INC 39446 | 94351 40.97

Source : Karbi Anglong Election Results since 1937

TABLE 119
Result of 14™ Lok Sabha General Elections, 2004
~ % Name of | f the Name of | Valid votes Total valid % of valid
of | Nameo
No- &tllj: me candidate the Party secured votes votes secured
Parliamentary di"‘;“;‘:jd
: ele

_C_onstllt,_ﬁﬂf!——..__—T 3 y 5 -
1

3-Autonomous Birensing Engti INC 125937 401377 31.37
|_District (ST) - Source : Karbi Anglong Election Results since 1937
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TABLE 1L 10
Population by Religion in Karbi Anglong
Sl Religious 1971 1991 2001
No. communities Population % Population % Population %
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 | Hindus 342416 90.27 562102 84.82 670139 82.40
2 | Christians 30298 7.99 82709 12.48 117738 14.48
3 | Muslims 4929 1.30 10421 1.57 18091 2.22
4 | Sikhs 292 0.08 508 0.08 379 0.04
5 | Buddhists 1332 0.35 6622 1.00 6402 0.79
6 | Jains 41 0.01 258 0.04 226 0.03
7 | Other religious - - 71 0.01 47 0.01
communities

8 | Religion not stated - - 32 - 289 0.03

Total 379310 100% | 662723 100% | 813311 100%

Source : Statistical Hand Book, Assam  ( 1980, 1999, 2004)
TABLE 1111
Workers and Non-Workers in Karbi Anglong

Sl. Category Male Female Total
No.

1 2 3 4 5

1 Total workers 2,06,808 1,23,672 3,30,480
Work garticipation Rate (%) 49.0 31.6 40.6

2 Main workers 1,73,045 58,593 2,31,638
Proportion of Main workers (%) 41.0 15.0 28.5

3 | Marginal workers 33,763 65,079 98,842
Proportion of Marginal workers (%) 8.0 16.6 12.2

4 | Non-workers 2,15,442 2,67,389 4,82.831
Proportion of Non-workers (%) 51.0 68.4 594

5 | Cultivators 1,22,555 71,324 1,93,879
Proportion of Cultivators to total 59.3 57.7 58.7

kers (%

6 Xog:icultgal labourers 20,550 24,912 45,462
Proportion of Agricultural labourers 9.9 20.1 13.8
to total workers (%) :

7 | Workers in household industries 3,521 8,754 12,275
Proportion of Workers in household 1.7 7.1 3.7
industries 0 total workers (%)

— g | Other workers 60,182 18,682 78,864
Proportion of Other workers to total 29.1 15.1 23.9

_———MM‘"— Source : Area Profile, Karbi Anglong, 2001 Census
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AGRICULTURE :

Agriculture is the mainstay of the people inhabiting the district of Karbi Anglong. The people
practise wet cultivation in the plains areas particularly within the jurisdictions of Howraghat,
Samelangso, Langsomepi, Bokajan, Lumbajong and Rongkhang Development Blocks. Terrace
cultivation has been introduced in the district also. Horticultural crops are grown in Nilip, Chinthong,
Amri and Socheng Development Block areas of Karbi Anglong. On the other hand, shifting
cultivation is carried out extensively in the hill slopes. Various authorities are of the opinion that the
practice of shifting cultivation is to be prohibited since it leads to destruction of forests, erosion of
soil, loss of soil fertility, occurrence of floods in the plains areas and imbalance in the eco-system
etc. Moreover, minimum production is available from the jhum land at the cost of maximum labour.
It may be mentioned here that a good number of schemes have been implemented to control shifting
cultivation in the district. Some of the schemes are Establishment of Model Villages, Cash Crop
Plantation, Composite Projects, Integrated Jhumia Development Programme (IJDP) and Composite
Area Development Programme (CADP) etc.

The land utilization pattern in the Karbi Anglong district is furnished in Table IL.12. It is
m the table that out of the total geographical area of 10,43,400 hectares of the district

apparent fro

(Professional Survey), forests cover 3,13,660 hectares or 30.35% of land. It may be relevantly

pointed out here that the forests of Karbi Anglong are managed by the Karbi Anglong Autonomous

Council through 3 nos. of Territorial Divisions viz., Karbi Anglong East Division, Diphu ; Karbi
Anglong West Division, Diphu and Hamren Division, Hamren. The total area of forest excluding

unclassed State Forest as on 31.3.2003 is 2,63,385.660 hectares out of which the largest area

(1,12,735.660 hectares) is covered by the Karbi Anglong West Division. The Hamren Forest Division
is having the lowest area of 10,268.000 hectares. On the other hand, the East Division covers 48,042
ea. The table further reveals that net area sown includes 1,23,308 hectares or

hectares of forest ar
11.8% of the total area of land. The crop intensity is 147% in the district. Again, Table I1.13 shows

the number of op
worked out to be 1.72 hectares. The small size of holdings with ‘1.0-2.0° hectares

erational holdings and areas operated by size classes. The average area under

holdings is ,
comprises 39.06% of the operational holdings and covers 28.47% of the total area operated. On the

other hand, the large size of holdings with ‘10 hectares & above’ constitutes 0.55% of the operational

holdings and includes 7.7
Rice is the principal crop cultivated in the district. Other important crops include maize

cotton, ginger, jute, sugarcane, orange and pineapple etc. Table II.14 shows

ction under crops in Karbi Anglong. It is evident from the table that out

6% of the total area operated.

mustard, pulses, sesame,

the estimated area and produ

of three varieties of rice viz., winter, autumn and summer the most extensively grown variety is
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TABLE IL12
Land Utilization Pattern in Karbi Anglong (Area in hectare)
S1. No. Classification 1992-93 1998-99 1999-2000

1 2 3 4 5
1 Total geographical area according to

(a) Professional Survey 1043400 1043400 1043400

(b) Village Papers (Reported Area) 1033400 1033400 1033400
2 Forest 309620 318056 313660
3 Land put to non-agricultural uses and 593483 591905 506432

barren and uncultivable land

including other uncultivated land
4 Net area sown 130297 123439 123308
5 Total cropped area 181269 175785 181277
6 Area sown more than once 50972 52346 57969

Source : Development Scenario of Karbi Anglong district, 2004

TABLE 1L 13
No. of Operational Holdings and Areas operated by size classes in Karbi Anglong, 1995-96
Size Class Operational holdings Areas operated
(in hectare) Number Percentage Total Percentage
1 2 3 4 G
Below 0.5 5237 9.85 1075 1.18
05-1.0 10781 20.27 8050 8.82
Marginal ______1.6218 30.12 9125 9.99
1.0-2.0 20774 39.06 25999 28.47
Small 20774 39.06 25999 28.47
2.0-3.0 10091 18.97 23295 25.51
3.0-4.0 2796 5.26 9241 10.12
Semi Medium 12887 24.23 32536 35.63
4.0-5.0 1856 3.49 8039 3 80
50-1.5 1033 1.94 5748 6.29
7.5 - 100 327 0.61 2781 3.05
Medium _’d_,__32,_l§_——-— 6.04 16568 18.14
10.0 - 20.0 178 | 0.33 2937 3.22
20 hect & above _______,llg--——— 0.22 4152 4.55
B IR M 0.55 7089 776
Total [ 53189 100.00 91317 100.00
L Source : Development Scenario of Karbi Anglong district, 2004
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TABLE IL 14

SL Name of the crop Area (in hect) Production (in tonnes)

No. 2002-03 | 2003-04 2002-03 2003-04
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Autumn rice 11542 10451 13203 12052
2 | Winter rice 112663 119704 172850 167676
3 Summer rice 1747 1764 2361 2049
4 | Wheat 1358 1276 1890 1712
5 | Maize 10646 10730 8373 8457
6 Other cereals and 207 207 65 66

small millets
7 Total cereals 138163 144132 198742 192012
8 | Total pulses 3355 3438 1919 2026
9 | Total foodgrains 141518 147570 200661 194038
10 | Sugarcane 4317 5239 170002 (in cane) 231290 (in cane)
16693 (in gur) 22713 (in gur)

11 | Condiments and spices 745 769 508 525
12 | Banana 1711 1731 23806 24204
13 | Papaya 509 517 7773 7921
14 | Orange 898 906 8816 8966
5 1P W 1710 1724 26820 26596
16 Totam— 20266 20163 10657 9107
77| Total fibres 2741 2737 24771 (in bales) 24233 (in bales)
5 TTobascs | n 38 28

Source : Development Scenario of Karbi Anglong district, 2004
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winter rice. This is followed by autumn and summer rice. Total foodgrains which include rice, cereals
and pulses are cultivated in 1,47,570 hectares of land (2003-04) and production is estimated at

1,04,038 tonnes. Again, the total area utilized in cultivation of oil seeds is 20,163 hectares which

produce 9, 107 tonnes during 2003-04.

HEALTH FACILITIES :

HEALTH FACILAIIED
In bygone days, the people inhabiting the Karbi Anglong district of Assam had to depend on
various sources viz., offering worship / sacrifice to the gods and goddesses, application of wild herbs

and roots and chanting mantras by Ojha for treatment of diseases. With the advent of time and

growth of medical institutions, the people are now more cautious and dependent on scientific

methods of treatment to a great extent.
The office of the Joint Director of Health Services has been functioning with headquarters at

Diphu. At present, there are various categories of medical institutions viz., Civil Hospital
Community Hospital, Primary Health Centre, Dispensary, Subsidiary Health Centre, Travelling
Dispensary, Rural Family Welfare Training Centre and Sub Centre in the district. Details of health

and family welfare are furnished in Chapter Three.

Provision of potable drinking water facilities to the people inhabiting the district of Karbi

Anglong is the basic objective of the Public Health Engineering Department (PHE). For this purpose

the Department headed by
ply schemes. There are four Divisions and nine subdivisions under the Department. The

the Additional Chief Engineer has been executing both urban and rural

water sup

total number of piped water supply schemes spread over the entire district is 319 as on 1.4.2002

Moreover, hand tubewells,

However, the presence of fluoride in wat

ringwells and R.C.C.Reservoirs are provided for the benefit of the people

er beyond permissible limit in some areas of the district has

badly affected many people.

EDUCATION :

According to 1971 Census, the literacy rate in the Karbi Anglong district is 19.17% against
28.14% for the State of Assam. As per 1991 Census, the rate of literacy in the district is 45.57%

while it is 52.89% for Assam. Again, according to 2001 Census the literacy percentage for the district

is 57.70 out of which male and fema

However, the State’s Jiteracy rate is 63.2
This analysis reveals that the district of Karbi Anglong is lagging far behind in respect

nt of progress has been achieved in this sector during the last five

le literacy percentages constitute 67.2 and 47.3 respectively

5%, the male and female literacy rates being 71.28 and 54.61

respectively.
n, although some amou

of educatio

decades.
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Efforts are being made by the Education Department to enhance developmental activities i
the district. The Office of the Inspector of Schools is established at Diphu in 1968. Agai S}l,n
Additional Directorate of Education, Diphu has been functioning from 1997. The ma;la i:::, tt ef
primary education is entrusted to the District Board of Primary Education by the Karb;g An;o:
Autonomous Council. The Executive Member i/c Education is the Chairman of the Board while thi

D.I of Schools is the ex-officio Secretary.
The break-up of educational institutions (2002-03) in the district of Karbi Anglong is
as

follows :
Primary School = 1,398 Middle School = 273

High School = 165 Higher Secondary School = 12

The number of teachers in Primary, Middle , High School and Higher Secondary Schools of

the district is 2538, 1440, 1581 and 382 respectively (2002-03).
The results of High School Leaving Certificate Examination, 2005 conducted by the Board of

Secondary Education, Assam reveal that out of the total number of 6,137 candidates of the Karbi
’ arol

Anglong district, 1,873 have come out successful, the pass percentage being 30.54 against overall
. a

percentage of 53.07 of the State. The number of students securing 1% 2nd and 3" divisions is found
? un

to be 150, 471 and 1,252 respectively.

In addition, there are twelve colle
Diphu Girls’ College, Diphu B.Ed College, Diphu Law College

ges in the district. These are : Diphu Government College

P.G.Centre in Diphu Govt. College,

Semsonsing College Kopili College, Rangsina College, Howraghat College Waisong Colle
’ e,

Thongnokbe College and Eastern Karbi Anglong College. Table 11.15 shows the enrolment of ST

SC, OBC and other students in various colleges of the district.

Besides the abo
and one Industrial Training Institute at Diphu.

vementioned educational institutions there are one Basic Training Centre, on
e
b

Hindi Training School

ROAD COMMUNICATION :
eation of the district attempts have been made to improve the road communication

After cr
:or and minor road programmes under the different Five Year Plans

Still there ar i not easily accessible even today. The total length of PWD roads

ct of Karbi Anglong as on
pectively. Moreover, out of the total road length of 3569 km, rural

in the distri 9.10.2004 is 3569 km out of which surfaced and unsurfaced
roads are 981 km and 2588 km res

roads constitute 2972 km against
des 195 km only. Road length per lakh of population in the district

State Highway inclu
of 439 km and road length per <00’ sq. km of geographical area is 34.2 km.

90 km of urban roads. Major district roads comprise 312 km

whereas

consists




Enrolment of ST, SC, OBC and other students in the colleges of Karbi Anglong (2001)
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TABLE IL15

SL Name of the college Total Male | Female ST SC OBC | Others
No. student

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 Diphu Govt. College 2,114 1,425 699 1,343 71 261 439

2 | Diphu Girls’ College 75 - 75 20 11 14 30

3 | Eastern K.A. College 50 44 6 14 11 18 7

4 Kopili College 46 32 14 29 - 9 3

5 | Howraghat College 42 26 16 21 6 9 6

6 | Rukasen College 50 30 20 17 7 19 7

7 | Rangsina College 48 41 7 40 - 6 2

8 | Waisong College 18 9 9 13 - 1 3

9 | Thongnokbe College 54 42 12 35 9 10 B
10 | Diphu P.G. College 71 42 29 41 3 12 15

Source : Development Scenario of Karbi Anglong district, 2004
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Some of the major roads of the Karbi Anglong district are as follows :

1. Diphu— Mohendijua - Parakhowa — Doboka Road
2. Diphu— Mohendijua — Dimapur Road
3. Diphu - Lumding - Maibang — Mahur — Haflong Road
4. Diphu - Dillai — Sarihajan Road
5. Kheroni — Amreng—J irikinding — Umkhreni — Rongpongbong Road
6. Baithalangso — Hamren — Umbasu — Rongpongbong Road
7. Diphu — Naojan Road
8. Barpathar — Dimapur Road
9. National Highway No. 39
10. Diphu - Dhansiri — Dimapur Road
11. Kheroni — Kolonga — Donkamokam — Baithalangso Road
12. Hojai — Tumpreng — Donkamokam Road
13. Nelli — Putsari — Umpanai Road
The Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) runs regular services from Diphu to
important places. Moreover, public buses ply on various routes of the district for convenience of the

people. The road distance to various places from Diphu, the H.Q. of Karbi Anglong district is

furnished in Table I1.15

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION :
The railway stations located within the Karbi Anglong district are twelve in number. These

are Hawaipur, Lamsakhang, pathorkhola, Borlangfer, Langcholiet, Nailalung, Diphu, Daldali,

Dhansiri, Rongapahar, Khotkhoti and Bokajan. The length of railway route covered by the district

constitutes 3.58% (90 km) only of the total length of 2,517.23 km of Assam (2003-04).

ELECTRICITY :
The total number of inhabited villages in the Karbi Anglong district as per 1991 Census is

2,520 out of which the number of villages electrified upto 31% March, 2004 is 1,042. The percentage
ds at 41.35.

of villages electrified stan
i Hydro Electric Project (100 MW) though started at Amtereng of Karbi

The Karbi Langp
an estimated cost of Rs. 145 crore is not yet ready for power generation

Anglong in 1979 with
According to the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB), one unit of the project is likely to be
commissioned within December, 2005 If it really happens, the power situation will definitely

improve in the district. The Bordikharu Micro Hydel Project located at a distance of 18 km from
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TABLE IL.16
Road distance from Diphu
Name of Place Distance in km. FROM Name of Place Distance in km.
(Approx.) (Approx.)
1 2 3 4 5
Baithalangso 141 Japarajan 82
Balipathar | 78 Jenkha 100
Bokakhat 158 Jirikinding 124
Bokajan 70 Jorhat 179
191 via Dimapur
Bokulia 56 Kheroni 89
Borlangier 30 Kolonga 109
Borthal 128 Lahorijan 50
Centre Bazar 67 Langsoliet 25
Chokihola 130 Langhin 75
Deithor 144 Lanka 77
Dengaon 94 Longnit 25
Deopani 89 Lumding 39
Dergaon 152 Maibang 127
Dhansiri 25 DIPHU Mailu 94
Dhentaghat 92 Manja 16
Dibrugarh 270 Manikpur 82
Dilai 35 Nagaon 148
Dimapur 56 Nellie 201
Doboka 109 Nilbagan o1
Dokmoka 85 Numaligarh 145
Dolamara 173 Parakhowa 96
Donkamokam 117 via Lumding Phuloni T
Golaghat 127 via Bokajan Rongajan 119
139 via Dimapur
Guwahati '_—_.___’2‘7_1,__._———- I Rongmongwe 210
Haflong 179 Samelangso 99
Hamren 166 via Hojai Sarihajan 7
Hojai /_l(_)p________ Silonijan 95
Hongkram _________1_33.———————- Tarabasa 69
Howraghat __’__,_,Zé_-——-———— Tika 149
Howraghat Tiniali __/,,@i_.-—-—-——- Tumpreng 110
Jagiroad L_____"Zl']_,__—’-—\____ Ulukunchi 260 via Nagaon
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Dokmoka of Karbi Anglong has already been commissioned. It may be mentioned here that the
Kopili Hydro Electric Project is located at Garampani, North Cachar Hills district. The North Eastern
Electric Power Corporation (NEEPCO) set up in April, 1976 has implemented the project with an
estimated cost of Rs. 149.02 crore. The project has two power houses. Khandong Power House with
9x25 MW installation and Kopili Power House with 2x25 MW installation were commissioned in
1984 and 1988 respectively. Power generated from Kopili Project is transmitted to the States of
Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura through Kopili-Samaguri transmission line,

Kopili-Khandong-Khelirhiat line, Khandong-Haflong line, Haflong-Jiribam line, Jiribam-Aizawl line

and Aijzawl-Kumarghat line respectively.

In conclusion, it may be said that since the formation of the district in 1951 a lot of
development activities have definitely taken place. But the pace of development is not to the desired
level as a result of which demand for creation of an autonomous state comprising Karbi Anglong and
North Cachar Hills districts under Article 244(A) of the Constitution has been going on for a
prolonged period. Karbi Anglong is inhabited by various ethnic groups who were living with mutual
trust and harmony till the other day. But the situation is now quite different. The Karbi-Kuki, Karbi-
Adivasi-Hindi speaking community clashes have claimed many innocent lives. In addition,

Dimasa,
border disputes ViZ., Karbi Anglong-Nagaland border and the issue of transfer of Block I and Block II

areas of Karbi Anglong to Meghalaya have victimised many people. Again, the militant organisations
viz., United People’s Democratic Solidarity (UPDS), Karbi Longri N.C. Hills Liberation Front
(KLNLF), Dima Halam Daogah (DHD), Kuki Revolutionary Army (KRA), National Democratic
Front of Bodoland (NDFB), All Adivashi National Liberation Army (AANLA) and United Liberation
Front of Assam (ULFA) are active in the district. It may be noted here that the Government has

already signed ceasefire with UPDS, DHD and NDFB. On the whole, it is expected that the Karbi

Anglong Autonomous Council, Dip

process in the district in the near future.

hu would adopt suitable strategies for augmenting development






The Karbis, formerly known as the Mikirs constitute a major tribe in the autonomous hill

district of Karbi Anglong, Assam. Some of them are found to settle sparsely in several districts of the
State viz., North Cachar Hills, Nagaon, Morigoan, Golaghat, Sonitpur, Lakhimpur and Kamrup etc.
Moreover, their settlements are known in Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh. It
is often heard that the Karbis are living in Sylhet of Bangladesh and Myanmar also.

According to 1971 Census the total Karbi population in Karbi Anglong and North Cachar
Hills is 1,72,845 and 4,349 respectively. It is to be noted that the Karbis are not scheduled in the
plains districts of Assam and as a result, the number of population living therein is not available from
he Karbis constitute 1.21% and 11.03% of the total population and the total

the census records. T

scheduled 