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PREVFACE

The forest villages were established at the time of creation
of reserved Iiorests for the purpose of having regular work force
for the plantation and maintenance of the trees oi the reserved forests.
The first forest village was established irn Assam (undivided Assam)
almost 90 years back (1901-02). At present Assam has 524 Nos. of
forest wvillages within the jurisdiction of the reserved forestscovering
almost z11 the present districts of Assam. Slightly more than 3%
of the avez under the reserved forests are in occupation of the forest
villagers. 47'11% of the forest villagers belong to scheduled tribes.
Cut of 524 Nos. of forest wvillages 233 Nos. have tribal population
more than 50%.

Since the forest villages are not revenue willages the ‘tribal
people inhabiting in these villages are deprived of many benefits
which-would have been admissible to them if they would have lived
outsids. the forest villages. The existing forest lawe donot generally
allow the different development departments to undertake welfare
and development schemes meant for the tribals. The forest villagers
also cannot mortgage their land under their possession to the financial
institutions since the lands belong to the Forest Department although
right of use and &ccupancy and the right of inheritance have been

. -given to the forest villagers. The increase in the number of families

in the forest villages because of the growth of population is also
detrimental for the reserved forest themselves since the available
land within the reserved forest cannot sustain more and more families
unless the reserved forests are encroached by cutting trees and
by opening up new areas to be brought under cultivation. This has
peféd as 3 S¢pious  problem to the Forest Department. There are

also other problems connected with the collection of minor forest
products.,

In order to make an indepth study of thé problems of the

forest villages inhabited by the tribals, the Tribal Research Instituie,

Assam ( the present Assam Institute of Kesearch for Tribals and

~Schedunlad  Castes) has taken up the study of the problems of the
- forest villages inhabited by the tribals during the year 198%. But

dve to the prevailing circumstances, it- was not possible to compleie
the study within the stipulated date.

The present report is an outcome of the study conducted by
the Institute. 1t covers 24 forest villages inhabited by the tribals
out of 233 in 14 Forest Divisions. The entive task of this study
was assigned to Dr. G.C. Sharma Thakur, Joint Director of our Dire~
—ctorate. The praesent study deals with the growth and development
of the forest villages in Assam, demographic characteristics, infra-
—structural facilities, educationand literacy, employment, drinking

water supply, marketing, small scale industries, major problems,

econiomy, income and expenditure, indebtedness, livestozk felt
needs, facilities provided by the Forest Department and many other
maliers, On the basis of the findings based on the data collected
from the feld studies the suggestions to the solution of the problems
are also given,

: It is hoped that this study will help the different Govt,
departments in general and the Forest Department in particular o
haye a betfer understanding of the problems faced by the foress
villages and soluticns thereof,
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(br. B.N. BORDOLOD) ¥ Tl
: | Director
Dated Guwzhati ' Assam Institute of Research for

the, 3ist Mareh,1991. Tribals & Scheduled Casted,Cuwahati.
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SUMMARY _OF MAIN FINDINGS

1. Coverage

( 4 ) Out of 524 Ngs.of forest villages, 233
Nos. have been identified as tribal for-

“est villages i.e, forest villages having
50% and more tribal population constitu-
ting 44.5% of the total forest villages.

( i1) For the present study out of 232 Nos.of
tribal forest villages 24 Nos.i.e.10¢ of
- the villages have been selected at ran-
dom from 14 forest Divisions.,

, (111} The tribes whe live under the reserved
forests beldng to various ethnic groups
such 2s Boro-Kachari, Rabha,Mishing,
Lalung (Tiwa). Deori,Sonc@al Kachari,
Barmans of Cachar and Karbis.

2, Ggyernénge |
{ 1 YMajor resexvad forests lie in the plains

‘arsas of Assam and naturally plains'.
tribes are found in. sizabl@ numbers in

W et
‘ﬁ*“w et @ T
s o = e

{ 11). They are governed under the Rules for
establishm@nt of forest villages and over
all provisions of the Agsam Forest Regu~
lation 1891 (Vol.I). :

(131) Because of this peculiar position,the

. tribal fpvast-v;}laa@s do not come under

+

Contd.X1,

the reserved. farests.,",ﬁ—\,ﬂ,~_- -fn“_”“.ﬂghw,




oo}
it

the purview of the Panchavati Raj Act cx
the Tribal Sub Plan.

o

ividsg régards development of the forest vill-

#g0s specially in tne context of post ire

dependence Plannod Jevelopment nething

tallgible has peen done .

{ ¥) In 1984-85 & Forest Village Development
14

i1tiated only to be a2bandoned
in the midway,

~ - £

L o pam g s g o

wLOEINE was in
- L]

‘I o = - ‘\:‘ - v: r»v " % 3 e % 4 Ly 4 Lo - 4 - .
(vi) Integrated iLi0a. Developmenrt rrojects aiso
b, v o

“enefits to the people
ripal forest villages because of
different Forest Riles and Regulations.

o not extend the

tiving in

( 1A Good number of villages do net have 258y
communication faaiiities.

{ ii)Although majority (16 Nos.)of the trihal
forest viliages w.dep survey lie within Qe
Rm.from the nearest all weathep roads,vet
tha condition of thess ¥oeds 18 such that
for only four or five months in g year

these roads become éctually all weather,

(1if)0ut of 24 Nos . of furveyed villages 14'Nos.
of tribal forest villnges have only faip
westher Katehz roads the condition of
during swmmer cen bv felt rather thap
describes, :

which
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{ 4v )} Three of the surveved villagas have
only foot Axacks inside the villages.

{ v ) In 14 Nos.of villages enly bullock

cart is wused ag the sdie means of
convevance,

4.Health Care Faciiities

{ 1) Health care facilities are far from ade-.
quate.

( 44 ) Three numbers of villages do not get health
facilities easily as the villagers have
to go 6 to 10 kme.te receive Such facilie
ties,

{111 ) 2 Mos.of the studied villages are situa-
ted at g digta e of 11=15 Kms.from the
nearest State dispensaries and the villa-
gers hardly get any m@dlﬂdl facility from
these dispensariss,

J.Veterinary facilities

( 4 ) Fifvy percent of the surveyed villages
are not sopved by suitable Veterinary
Ceantres #ixhﬁﬁ & reasonabis distanca
from the villages.

4

b.Educational facilliles

4 ) Pre primary oducaiicnal facilities are
nut  adeduats In villages under stuldy.



(383)

(v )

{vi )

{(vii)

Iv

Only G MNos.af seheols have been located in
the 24 Hos,.of surveyed tribal forest villa-
FET o !

The percentage of iribal ‘students 4n these
sthools is found to bhe 93.07%,

All the surveyed villages have Lower Primazy
schoels. Two numbers of the L.P.schools

are xun by the Ferest Department and the rest
are® manaced by the State Elementary Educa~-
tion Directorate,

The pﬁrcentaqe of tribal students in these
?GLOC « - is sufficiently high (89.53%).,

B4.53% students ¥ ad in middle schools. The
position of girl students {(tribal) attende
ing middle scheois is 23lso encouraging
(85.38%).

Out of 437 Nos.of siudents attending H.E,
schools from the tribal forest villages
392 (89.70%) belong to tribal communities,

Out of 120 (&0 bovs and 40 girls} College
going students from these tribal forsst
villages 119 (79 boys and 40 girls) bew
long Lo the tribal comnuniiles. It may be
mentioned that in ¢ Nos.of the surveyed
villages there are nd college going boys
and girls,

] . in i
{--'OE&%.'Q 3 ¥a



(viii) Only seven students are studying in Medi-
cal,Technical, Agiiculture-and Veterinary
institutions and interestingly all of
them hail from one Deorj village of Dibruy=
gaxh Forest NDivision.

{ 2% ) The economic condition of most of the

| trival forest villagers is such that the
guardians can haxdly meet %he educational
expenses of their sons and daughters.

( x) The dropout figures are more in the lower
primary standard which itself is an indi-
¢ator of the most pitiable economic condi-
tion of the peaple, : :

( %1) Adverse situation of the tribal forest
?i;lages, like flooud,fear from wild ele=
phants, lack of transport and communication,
lack of consciousness coupled with poverty
are the causes of dropout figures,

7.Emglgxgent

(1) Although there are 129 Nos.of employed
persons in the sample.villages, most of the
Jobs are of third and fourth grades,

( 11) Only in Madhupur Deori Forest village class
I and Class iI employees totalling 18 Nos,
have been found.

(ii1) Four villages nave not even a fourth grade
employee, ' '

. , - Comtd.VI,
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{  iv } Employment under Forest Department 1s
not reckonable.,

Tt 3 P LT T, S L i
B, Drinking water faclliities

{31 Tanks and rivers are also used as she
sourcas of waler.
2 (11 ) Pige water scheme Is almost non existent.

#fforts ‘made by the Forest Depariment

P
f
=
L
>

-

¥

for providing drinking water to ithe forest

viilagas is not satisfactory.
Yo Wgrketing facilities
{ 1) The villagers mainly depend upon the weekly

*hats? wnich are in most cases,lotated at
a2 considevable distance from the villages,

—
f
_Ll.-.

LN}

Only 3 Nos.of villages have falr price
shops and the $tock position in these
shops is not satisfactery.

£1 }  The grocery shops maintainzd by other
peaple in the neighbourhond are the only
source of day to day esseanvial artisles,

i
fon
s

-

10.Coopexative Socielics

‘{ 1 ) Cooperative soi «iies are not zstablishes

in any of the zocveyed forest villages
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uituration process smsil
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i) Some Gzon Panciayat S
ers sifuated near the i
the tribal people do not get the few
quired ltems a¢ the time of nesd,
gmadld Sesle and Uotvaoce Tndustries
) -~ I
i; Due to non availability of raw materials
and due to ase
1 4 S e 1 4 / :
Sfase and cottege indusiries axe fast
ilsanpearing. |
31

s

Sade

@

)
empioyment

N

Aloost every tribal household possesses
loom and the womenfslk weawve ©lothes

¥ 1k
fer the use of the family members.

The villagexs consjider the cottage ine
dustry as subsidiary occupation and the
additional incoeme generated by the
tottage drdustzy products help the forest
villagers to meetl some exgenses incurxed
in secisl visits.aducaticn,annual hougpe
hold wezship =2tc,

As many as £1 Nos.of households out of
94 Nos.of sample households do noel posses

any service holder.,

fOrest ooy m . Jdre vy Few,



-13. Land
(EREiY)

(@9

(dda)

(iv)

( v)

(vi)

VIIT

The forest villagers enjoy only usu-
fructuary rights over their lands allo-
ted under Forest leace.

The right of transfer and sale is not
given although the Authorities have
agreed to the mutual transfer of the
originally alloted land to the sons
after the death of the allottee.

Encroachment of forest land is becoming
a problem for the Authorities as well

as to the Original forest villagers.

In most of the cases it is found that
the land per family as shown in the
offiicigl records was alloted to a
number of households in decades back
and the same lands are further divided
among the sons.

So far the cultivable lands are con-
cerned the yield per Bigha is suffici-
ently  low due to various factors like
flood, depredation of wild animals, old
method of cultivation etc.

Homestead lands shown per family as per
Range Office record no longer remain
the same in the practical field as the
original allottee has distributed the
piece of land to the sons.

Contd. IX.



(vii) While 62.77% of the families possess
less that 2 Bighas of homestead land

each, 4.26% of families do not possess
homestead lands.

(viii) Three families have been found to be

without any cultivable land.

14. Income and Exggnditufe

(i) About 74% of the surveyed tribal

(1)

(tat i)

( iv)

(vi )

(vii)

families are found to be below the
poverty line.

88.3% of the families depend wholly

upon agriculture which is considered
as primary occupation.

11.7% of the families earn their
livelihood by serving as day labourers.

The villagers generally do not keep
any record of expenditures. Food
items constitute the major source

of expenditure.

Very less amount is spent on health

care,

36.18% of the families are not in a
position to spend even one rupee each
for education of their wards.

Another major source of expenditure
of the tribal forest villagers is the

Contd X,




observance of festivals including socio-
religious ones. It is a fact that many
families' are becoming poorer due to
excess spending in such occasions which
is done mainly to maintain the social
status,

(viii)The savings habit of the people is
not reckonable,

55. Indebtedness

( i) Out of 94 households as many -as 33
Nos.of households have outstanding

loans in cash ranging from Rs. 100 00
to Bs.2000,00

( ii) Petty loans are taken from fellow
villagers and these are repaid gene-~
rally in xlnd just after the har- '
vestlng oper,atlon°

7

(iii) Small loans are also taken 'from
‘local Mahajans,‘Marowari and Bengali
traders at variable interest.

(iv) Generally interests are charged at

10% p.m,

( v) Most of the loanees are permanently
'1ndebted to the traders and MahaJans

. Contd.XI



XI

because they have to meet the family
requirements for which flow of =ash
is not reqular.

(vi) Loans are tzken for multifarious pur-

poses like daughter's marriage,-  per-
formance of death rites, visiting dis-
tant relatives, religious occasions

and day to day expenditures etc.

-

16. Industrial loan

( i) Some of the tribal forest villagers

( ii)

(iii)

are eager to receive industrial
loan but except 3 Nos.of households
others are not getting such loans,

The main congtréint ih this respect
is the non-possessicn of* transfex-
able rights over their lands.
However, one family of Madhupur
Deori Forest village under Dibrugarh
Forest Division manages to-get
various kinds of loans by mortgaging
the forest land for a period of
seven years. |

17. Livéstock

(i)

The tribal forest villagers are acute
poverty stricken and are not possess-
ing even the required numbe: bf live-
stock although agriculture is their
primary avocation, ‘

Contd ,XII.
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18.. Housing &

. {

(. 1 ) Mostiof the people live in Katcha
' .Assam jype thatched houses hav1ng
2/3;small TOooms.

(i i) The Forest Department prohlblts
'collectlon of ‘house - bulldlng mate-
:rlgls without prior permission.
The 'villagers, however, may collect
the required house building mate-
Tigls like thatch,bambco,Ikra etc.
on application to the local Divi~ |
sional Forest: Offlcer/ﬂange Forest
Pfficerini. - R SETe A ST

19. Eelt nceds ooy

(i) The most important felt need of
 Hausing Majority:of the households is’
Y cultivable land.
{ i) e tiaekl arerpobples AayelEn Katbehe
(i1 ) The villagezs want to, avail,them-
5é4v%§.§£ thepquilitiesAprovided
under Tribal Sub Plan and allied
4 &y wélfare..-sghe-me-se L | B il e

- b v O / SR R b

L

(3 ak0) The V1llagers want that the'old'conm
CLSSlOﬂS granted to them by +he Porest
Departmgnt shduld be ContlﬁULd a=
the v1llagers}arc poverty strlcken
peOplo and 1ncom- “from any othe

sources is almost 011 to majorlty

“_:1 ¥

phoblc. |
( iv ) The villagers also want that revenue
village status should be given to k
the forest villages so that the tribal
/ florest villagers 'can get ‘loans ‘offered
., - by various financial -institutions.
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ONSEETEE
PROBLEMS OF FOREST VILLAGES IN ASSAM INHABITED BY TRIBALS

Assam is traditionally famous for its forests

perticularly evergreen forests and out of a total 75,155

hectares of forest land in the entire country,Agsam posseses

2855 hectares of forest lend. iy 1951-52 the area of reserved

forest in Assam was 33,550 Sqg.km.which has been subsequently

reduced to 17317 Sqg.km.in 1981-82. In terms of percentage the

reduction of forest area is 48.3 during this period.According

to the National Forest FPplicy,1952 Agsam should maintain 33

percent of the total geographicel area of the state under for-

est for environmental safety. The huge deforested area have

had unwholesome effect in the overall socio-economic life of

the people living in Agsam so much so,that Assam,a proverbially

rainfed area had to undertake 2rought relief measures.Defores-—

tation caused due to cutting of trees for fire wood,timber,

livestock,fodder cultivation on steep slopes,combined with

unscientific agricultural orucclbs and badly designed Toads

have led to @cological 1mbalanc;nDeforestatlon is alsoc caused

due to encroachment of forest lands. Sizable tracts of forests

are cleared every vyear by encroachers for constructing dwelling
houses,cultivation and for grazing. In Assam, according to a
-recent survey figure 11 percént of the 17317 Sq.xm.of Teserved oy
“forest area is under encrtoachment. -The National Remote

Sensing Agency has stated that the'destruction of forasts has e
“ied'tohadveISQ environmental situations and iIf unchecked,this
single.factor alone will turn Agsam into semi des<rt situation
“in the distant future..Considering the importance Hf forestsg- - - - ;

In the ecological equilibrium cue emphasis was laid on. .Teser=:- -~ | 3
‘vation.of- forests in the post Incependence.period.- - gl o e n 7 o
¥ ' In Assam regervation of.vast areas "of forest land "= -
waS"Undertéken-after the British rule.After the-formulation of
esorvation, of fordsts,ccngiderabie impardarce ‘Wiz given to
the scisntific and systematicimynacenantsof the Forusher ™ i el L1y
the authori ivcs had to fac: cer " in proplems in paspecty of
Manpower as in those days deaginy 2f popriation in or naer the
Torest abe~s was rymarkably Jkow. Ifn.fact mlest of the forest
arcas. were devoid of human habitaiion excepting a few dis-
Persed. pockets of, indigencus £2i03Y porulatien.Hsbitation
was apfacyt. Opdabilen 8 Mustc Y ths arsas aerd highlv Malaria
and Kglazaxr. ix 560 tud z?ﬂl
GContd g
Iy
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Tn the forest areas communication facilities were
conspi cuous by m absencos The arcas were lying at a considerable
distance from the commercizl and administrative centres. Tt was a
difficult task to mobilise labour force for planting , harvesting and
gilvicultural operations as the loczl people were ohy to earn 1iveli-

hood by engaging themselves as labourers, however,poor they may bee
E

&

Another constraint was the absarce of repular floy of
1abour force in ‘the forest areas. T those days due to sdverse climatie
and 'tOpographicai reason ,the people hal to move from place to place.

- Fhough 1ands ware lying vacant and the nomsdic villagers didnot face
mich problens in establishing new villages whenever they faced natural
calamiti es and sufi‘ér'eﬂ from discases. Tpyhosmitable ecology coupled

with absace of roals and transpost facilities made the people nomadic.
Bren the fringe areas of the forosts were not covered by transpost
facilities. The situation contributad largely for non availability of ~
1zbour force for fopestry work. The Forest authorities hal to face acube
problem of labour resulting occas®ondl suspension of plantation work.
Against this backdrop the forest arthorities £&lt the - reency of establi-
shing a resular labour force and in this way the concept of forest village
gained uppermost consideration. Forest villages were set up in the peri-

pheries of the reserved forests.

The first forast villace in Assam was established in
190102 in Longai Rescrve, Sylhet (now in Bangladesh). The eliribility
condition 1aid down by the forest authorities was the ad aptability to
work in g &as'ﬁ;&u ecoﬁ,O. ical sctting. The sucessfil experiment of this
idea of forest villages encouraged the authoritics to establish more
such forest villages, so much so that a major decision was taken at
conservatops 1avdl for establishment of forest villages in all cultiva-
ble areas of all reserve forestss Thus by the year 1902-03, 15 number of
forest villages were establishad. The number increased to 90 in 1905-06
ard 145 in 1913=14.

Throe districts were sclected to start the functioning
of the forest villages. These were Cachar, Goalpara and Keyrup. These
wr_zre.F* Yose Of forest villages in Cachar dietrict, 15 Nos. in Goalpara
digtrict amd 12 Nos.in Kamrup districte Today the pumber of forest
villages inereascd: to 524 incliding 60 Nos.of Tangia villages with a
tot Al pomulation of 164261 comprisine 20,694 families covering 52950
hoctares of forest lapd and extarfing furt edicgtion of almost all the
23 districts.

-

C_".n'{'_r? a6 .‘3/;.-
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More than 3 percent of the Areas wnd er reserve forests are in CCC U=
e

pation of the forest villagers.

Perbaps it will not be out of conmtext to mention here
the contribution of tha Taneias- the additional 1abour force of the
reserved forests which the forest authorities had created to augment
the activities of the reserved forests. The Tangiag are not repulap
forest villagers in respect of allotment of 1md md also in matters
of terms ad conditions 1aid down by the Forest Department - They have
been engaged in rai sing and maint aining plantation and for their ser—
vices the forest authorities smction 2 B:i'ghas of homestead 1and +&
each family. They, however,sre allowed to cultivate the intermed igte
space lying within the ammual plantstion ATeAS \

Fach forest villager was allotted 5 Bighas of lend which
inclwied homestesd land . Besides, each working member 1iving in that
household was entitled to recaive 10 Bighas of land. The ceiling,

- hovever, was fixed at 35 Bighas per household on Payment of nominal
lard reverme. The forest villagors did not possess the right of trang-
fer of 1and and they enjoyed only the right of use md cCcupMmeys In
Llieu of the facilities affcred by the Forest Department 3 The forest
villagers were required to rend ch days free labour and 20 mand ays
paid lagbour in 3 year at the vrevai ling rate of wagess The villagers
enjoyed other facilities in lcird such as free grazing of cattle,

10 NMos.of cartloads of firewood arnually, house building materisls
like thateh,bamboo,' Tkra! cte.free Of royalty. The annual lease,
however, have hal to be rencwed by the Forest Mepartment regularly.

The Forest Department impéseﬂ restrictions on the entry
of outsiders to the reservad forest areas. ls alresdy mentioned the
forests were seat up At a far flmg areas without infrastructural
facilities 1dike pood roals, potable water,petable-water,schools shops
ete., The villagers could not, visit the nearhy weekly hats even for
their petty purchases because of difficult communication systom as
well ag fear from wild nimalg. Thus to cater to the needs of the

Contd s 4o/
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villagers such as barbers,teachers,shopkeepers,hair
dressers etc. the Forest Department allowed entry of non -
forest dwellers to the reserved forest areas and they were
allotted. homestedad land only. At }east 50% of the forest
villagers must place the requirement of such personnel in-—

side the forest village before the Forest Department.

Forests and Tribals

Traditionally tribals are associated directly
or indirectly with the forests. 1Ip 1982, Committee on
Forests and Tribals,Government of Ipdia observed that
forests not only proVide food,fruits and fodder to the
tribals,but also satisfy their deep rooted sentiments. The
Scheduled Area and ﬁhe Scheduled Tribes Commission headed
by U.N.Dhebar had strongly recommended that the future
forest policy should be based on the recognition and resto-
ration of the right% of the jribals. It has been admitted
on all accounts thaﬁ tribals cannot be detached from forests
and whenever such a% attempt is made we see the tribal
uprising e. the fam&us Chipko movement, for example, in the
Sub Himalayan region. Here in Assam we find tribals who
" not only consideT ﬁhe forests as their resource base for
‘Certain items of heuse building materials but also use the
. forests as venue for holding certain socio-reljgious cere-
monies. Certain tﬁees and leaves and branches of some trees
have socio-religious and magical significance. Almost all
Htheftribals collecf roots and creepers from the forests.
Thus the relation between forests and the tribals is very
intimate. :

- — Out of 524 Nos.of forest villages, 233 Nos.have
becu &&#ﬁ'&?gd oo -tribal forest villages i.e. forest
villages having 50% and more tribal population constitu-
ting 44.5% of the total forest villages. The tribes found
in the forest villages are the Scheduled Tribes as entered
in the Scheduled Tribe list of Assam. Details are shown
in Table I and II below.

Contd.5.



. _ Showing the name of the forest circle,lggmeof-the,f‘ b
forest division,no,of villages and no.of families ;
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1. Western Assam
24 -Do-
5 S
4, ~D o—
5. Eastern Assam
6. =Do-
T ~Dg=
813 -Do-
9% =D
10. Northern Assam
19 ~D o~
12% D o-
13. =D g--
14.Central Agsam
15, g
16. =D g
17. Hills Circle
18. Lo
11T -Do-
20, e

21. Tangia villages
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Name of the
Forest Divn.

Kachugaon
Haltugaon
Dhubri

Aye Valley
Digboi
Doomdooma
Dibrugarh
Sibsagar
Golaghat
Lakhimpur
Darrang East
Darrang West
Nagaon

North Kamrup
Kamrup Egst
Kamrup West
Sjilchar
Karimganj
N.C,Hills
Karbi Anglong

L H

villages

s i D i i i Bk & Bl

=

%)

60

24

No.of

A o kit A e ALt e e b A A Tk d b e 4 D T St

families.

41
1291
2476
1437
20
365
1120

20694
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Showing Forest Division,No,of tribal forest villages,
Area of forest villages in hectexres,total population
and tribal population

T L e D S B ol | R B ) i 8t S b 1 $1ms s i i gt Bk S A s 8h s alee s Ve

S1. Name of Forest Ng.of' Area of e ta! Scheduled
No. Division tribal forest pcpula- tribe
i forest villages tion Population
vill-/' in Hect. _
hdpe A8 SO SO S il feo v ac S e’ ABINIR T 0 Du i ehglg e o AR Sl T T R
1. Kamrup West 58 1593 ,29 6342 6337
2. Kachugaon 5 8366.10 22638 18369
SoRSatlichan 20 T B 6 4011 3179
4. Haltugaon 19 2606.16 10040 (O} 7/7/2)
5. Dibrugarh il 1462.20 4836 4836
6. Darrang West 11 Q8 497 2544 2460
7. Lakhjimpur 9 738.93 2060 2054
8. Karimgarj 9. 544,95 2255 1689
9. Digboi 8 023.09 3BT 2270
10, Sibsagar 7 911.00 4762 4111
11. Aye Valley e sl oM O 2524
124 DRuUBr:I9. * € 267290 F M5ag Fiilegug
13. Nagaon i 248,907 2170 " 111964
14. Karbi Apglong East 3 236.40 840 840
15, Golaghat DAL 44,64 . .388  7..,288
16. North Kamrup' i N.A. dospan JHiggg
17. Kamrup East 1% Bilis 80 ka3 oiTa 273
18. Darrang East B NGA. L 64 . 645
190 EaBligdghli | of loas il (20681300 72633 | eddsy | |

to::The inhabitants of forest villagés are of hetero-
genous'.groups comprising scheduled tribes, scheduled castes,
Other Backward Classes andiCaste Hindus. The. scheduled tribes
constitute Boro Kacharis, Rabhas,Miris(Mishings),Lalungs

(Tiwas);sonowa] Kacharis,Deonis,Bartdns:of Cachax'and Kazghis,
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Among these, the former two groups nemely Boro Kzcharis and
Rabhas are found in larger number of forest villages. The
Main economic pursuit of the tribes living in the forest is
agriculture. Forestry work namsly silviculture,harvesting
and development work as well as collection of minor forest
Produce are additional source of employment. Paddy is the
major crop followed by mustard. Winter crop is produced

in a very small scale.

Objective -

No systematic study has yet been made about the
Socio economic condition of the tripal forest villagers. As
mentioned earlier the forest villages lie within the reser-
ved forests and are governed under rules for establishmunt
of foregt villages and overall provision of the Assam
Forest Reglation 1891 (Vol I). Because of this special
position of forest villages,they did not come under the
Scope of the Panchayat Raj Act. As a result these villages
Temained under the sole control of the Forest Department
and.as will be seen in the following pages development
activities in these villages were conspicuous by Te:4 absence,
Of late populations have been multiplied and encroachment of
forest land has taken pPlace at an alarming rate. Illegal
felling of trees ang clearing of forests of the valuable
trees took place threatening an ecological imbalance in the -
immediate future. Byt a guestion arises why the tribals
are trying to feel that forests are no longer their friends,
The tribals are realising that they have been gradually
alienated from the forests.

In this back drop the Tribal Research Institute,
Assam undertook this study in order to assess the socio-
economic situation prevailing among the ethnic groups living
in the reserved forests who remained outside the purview
of the developmint measyres adooted for their brethie..

Contd.8,
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out31de the reserved forests. An assessment‘of socio economlc
condltlon 1& fruitfully done by a comblnatlon of _diverse

- factors.- Economlc varlables such as 1ncome expendlture,

savings 1nvestment 1ndebtedness etc. are sallent 1nd1cators

of SOClO economié condltlon of the people. No less 1mportaht

are the soc1al ifidicators such as educatlon health nutrition
etc in drdcr'to find out a- more realistic plcture of the~7

‘soc10 economlc 31tuat10n Soc1al and phy81cal env1ronment

in Wthh the people llve have also to be- taken into con81—

deratlon because their - 11v1ng conditlons are greatly 1nfluen~ .

ced by 1nfrastructural services such as water supply,road
communlcatlon elecfrlclty,marketlng etc, available to theﬁu

'These facilltles contrlbute largely towards improvemeht of

the llving conditlons." Rlse of income" alone cannot 1mprove
the OVerall living. condltlon SpeClallY 1n the context of

f;tribal 51tuat10n. The social varlables have 1nseparab1e
‘connection w1th the ex1st1ng 1nfra-structural fac111t1ess\ L
-The soclo-psychologlcal 1mb§lance led to social unrest .in-
.51de the tribal forest v1llages although the unrest has
r'hé% taken 3menaﬂ proportlon. Sultable development

measugres based on emplrlcal study conducted on thése back~ ‘.

l'warg tribal. people 11V1ng within ‘the forest- areas are the .
nee

of the hour. Tribals'. 1nvolvement on_the, develOPment
of forests should be made to generate feellngs among the

vtrlbals that forests are themr propjrtles and preserVa- oy

tion of forests msans ‘the protection of their ethhic
1dent1ty. Hltherto ‘the trlbals/have been alienatéd from.

’the forest resourcds. Non tribals-are domlnatlng the sCene
IW1thout caring the sentlmental and age old involvement of

the tribals."

o
A

~

For the preSent study out ' of 233 Nos. of tribal

forest villages 24 Nos. i.e. 10% of the villages have been

selected at random basmg from 14 f%rest.plv1slcn5. Most of
b

s




the villages have 50 percent or more tribals. Occupatiocnal
data were collected from the heads of 194 Nps.of households
which is the sample size for the study. The data were
collected By visitihg.wach selected tribal forest village
personally. Two sets of schedules were prepared for collec-—
tion of & data, one for household study and the other for
village information. Field observation was used for record-
ing the socio-economic condition from a close range. Basic
information of the forest villages in general had been
collected from the records of the Chief Conservator of
Forests, Governmant of Assam,Guwahati for preparing a detailed
outline of the report. All respondents who constituted
mostly of the heads of households were personally contacted

and their views were recgrdea .

“~_Necessary particulars of each villagg_such as geogra-‘
phical location,infrastructural facilities sich oo  transport
and communication system, education,health and other basic
amenities were recorded in the village schedule. Data were
collected during the period from May 1986 to June 1983. As
the tribal forest villages lie in far flung areas devoid of all
weather roads collection of data took much time. Tabulation
and analysis of data were in progrcuss after the collection
of data. Report yriting was also started along with tabu-
lation and analysis and the samc was cUmplétcd in the early
part of 1990.

The Report is divided into two parts i.e. Part
A and Part B, In Part A detailed village information had
been recorded while the exhaustive household data had been
incorporated in the Part B,
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Demographic Information

Zlsewhere it has been mentioned that 24 Ngs,of
forest villages having more than 50% tribal population
have been selected for the present study. These villages
are spread in 14 Nos of Fprest Djvisions coﬁ?ring an area
of 1818.19 hectares of forest land. There are altogether
7458 persons in these villages out of which 6603 belong
to scheduled tribe communities of Assam,both plains and
hills. The following table shows the distribution of
scheduled tribe population in the 14 Ngs.of Forest Divisions.

Showing the name of the Forest Division,name of the
tribal forest village, arca of the forest village,
ntotal population and scheduled tribe population in

the sample villages

e mm mm s e me e G ems . R e i mm e s e am  ww  ww mm em mmc s ee -— = e e =

Name of the Name of the Area of the Total Scheduled
Forest Divn. tribal fors&st tribal for- Popula- tribe popu-
village est village tion lation
' intHects.
e T e TRl ST, T i NN B Aoy Gt S i oy
Kachugaon Jaleswari 266.60 708 516
Majati 133.00 208 208
Garufella 60,40 179 179
New Khagrabgri 20.50 141 141
Ramendrapur 86,60 386 258
Kamrup West  Borjhar 56,20 252 S50
Japangbari 30,30 o7 LS
Rajapara ; 20.00 76 76
Oyguri 27.00 130 130
Ranikhamar 10.00 80 80 ‘
Bogdoba 28,30 85 o 85

Contd.11.
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Haltugaon .  Bashbari 138.50 786 - 786
) o o Bhadrampur SS8RI00 589 589
Silchar Naxatilla 88.60 405 175
Nagaon Slnglmarl 64.00 405 - 405
: Aye Vﬂlley Bordcngl : 175,20 372 210
'Dhubrl Alokjhar™ 80.00 571 574
Darrang West  Urahilaga 68.67 D04 B 168
Lakhimpur Elengmari 14.19 477 477
Darrang East Chéfelia N A 147 147
Sibsagar Gomotha 20.60 162 162
Dibrugarh Madhupur 250, 60 560 555
Deori
Digboi © Amguri 5P508 297 297
Karbl Anglong Madhuram %5 _ )
‘East- ~ -  Terang Basti ' -13.00-: = 81w l= e Shag
SR e e 188,19 7458 6603

- sk re - R e A AR\ A it iyt
B T e e G i 2 o Ao o g S s e 4 L e B e e B o ot i s

ThL for;st Vlllages are 1n,hab1ted by varlous
>thn1c communities such as Boro Kacharls Rabhas Deoris erls
(MishanS) Sonowal Kacharis, qumans of Cacnar and Karbis.
The! distrlbutlon is shown in the tabular form below.

; The! Table IV sh;ws that the percentage of -; i+
trlbals to total Population in the 24 Nos.of sample villages
is as hlgh as 88 5 Thu Boro hacharls are the largest group
of“ people 1nhab1t1ng 10 Nos.of forest villages followed by

the Ridbhas who are £ound in seven mUmbers of Villages: The
Miris- (Mishings)-and the Karbis are.found in°iwo villages

cach while the Deoris,Sonowal Kacharis and Barmans of Cachar

are found in one fetest village eash.
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i| Name of the tribal| Name of the| Name of the| Name of - | Name of Tetal | Tetall=Tetal wopula- T ] z»:ﬁ|_.ilaum:.mmmnmm.i._ul.dmmm.uﬂl..
o] ferest village ferest ferest district | Sub- . z".o». zu.on n»u: A2 Hnﬂmwniotcwn of thé pepulatien Caste
divisien range divisien | heuse | tribal [ tribe groeups
. -helds heuse-| M| F [ T MO F _ T miEE |5 within the
g [T trikal fer
| est villaas
S, - JEaees W 3 4 5 6 7 8 9110 | 11 12 | 123 14 15 | 16| 17 | 18 19
. e _————
14 Gemotha F.V, Sibsagar Senari Sibsagar, Charaidee 12 12 75| 87 162 75 87 | 162 Miri ﬁ,.? it | e ! NIL
: ; i (Mishing)
‘¢ Madhupur Deori FV | Dibrugarh Dibrugarh Dibrugarh EuE@mL 62 62 275| 285 560 | 272 283 | 555/ Deori 3 Al B Koch
(One househ
; hold)
2. Urahilega FV o.wHHm:m Amaribari Senitpur| Tezpur 33 33 105 99 204 88 80 168 Boro &7, 19| 36| Ex-tea gar-
(West) Kachari den labour
w o ; (5 household:
Mundé and
| b Oraon.
. 5 Loharghat Kamrup Guwzhati 42 29 1438 109 | 252 83 | 67 150| Rabha * 60 (42| 102 | Ex-tea gar-
_ | den labour
- Ougurd £.V. —Do- =Do- ~Do- 19 19 75)15 551 130 TSR S0 301D o= SR T TTE T heT TS NIL
h_ flani Khamar FV -D0- _ -Do- -Do- 7 7 40| 40| 8 | 40 , 40, 80 -Do- NIL | NIL| NIL NIL
“« Rajapara No.2 FV =Do- =Do~- =Do- 8 8 33 43 76 33 Aw_ 76| -Do- “?HP _ 11 NIL NIL
] Sogdoba F.V. —Do- o= —Do- -Do- 11 11 48| 37 85 48 | uq_ 85| -Do- {NIL: NIL| KIL NIL
Japangbari FV -Do- -Do— —Do- =Do— 12 12 52 105 157 5oR IR 05 ﬁ 1571 =Do- | NIL - NIL| KIL NIL
w Cherelia FV Darrang cast Borgang ma:wntcu_ Bis.Chariali 17 17 70 | ST O S 4 7 77 701 147 Karbi [NIL _ NIL | NIL NIL
"4 Amguri Dev. Digboi Lakhipathar 'Tinsukia | Tinsukia 25 25 152 145 297 [ 152 145 | 297 Sonowal I NIL NTL NIL
Block FV * i Kachari i
Majati FV Kachugaon Kachugaon Kokrajhar Gosaigaon 44 44 109| 99| 208 109 _ 99 208| Boro- _T.H_. { NIL| NIL NIL
Kachari -
‘ & Rabha : |
3.New Khagrabari FV =Do— —Do=- | =Do- o= 29 29 7 68| 141 73 141| Boro :/Hr |- NIL| NIL NIL
| ﬂ Kachari |
1.Garufella FV =Dn- =Do- -Do- =Do- L 29 29 96 831 179 96 179] -Do- 'HNIL NIL| NIL NIL
5,.Jaleswari FV -No- -Uo=- _ -Do- Kokrajha 95 95 370| 338| 708 268 mam_ m;J -Do- 102 90| 192 w .teag garder
g abour
_ _ : _ (Santals)
5.Ramendrapur FV Do~ -Do- -Do- Gosaigaor 51 _ 51| 204] 182] 386 135 123 | 258/ -Do- .69 59| 128 -Do-
7 .Bhadrampur FV Haltugaon Gaurang Kokrajhar | Kokrajhar 46 46 298} 2911 589 298 291 589  -Do—- |NIL | WNIL| NIL NIL
...._wouaw:mw FV b%m Valley S5idli Kokrajhar =Do- 66 50 190| 182 372 109 101 . 210 =Do~ 86 76| 162 Ex—tea gar-—
1 den labours
_ j | & Nepalis,
_.rmmgwa EV Haltugaon Gaurang —Do- —Do- 50 50 397| 389 786 397 382 | 786 -Go- [MIL| NIL| NIL NIL
Jslokjhar FV Dhubri Goma ' Uhubri Dhubri 161 161 290 281 | 571 230 28 TR IS —Do- Il NIL]| NIL .HW
] ._nmnuu....nuﬂm FV lNagaon Jorajan _ liagaon Nagaon 72 _ 72 205 200, 405 205 | 200 " 405 -Do- | NIL NIL| NIL . .t._
2.Naxatilla rV Katakhal Loharbund ' Cachar Silchar 27 12 205 | 20G| 405 95 80 _ 195 mmnwwa _ 121 109]| 230 WM@MMM«.MMMH
‘ 1 Cachar 3 den labour
ey o2 e : [ NTL 1L
.adhuram Terang Karbi Anglong Silanijan | Karbi Diphu 24 24 46| 35| 81 46 35 “ 81! Karbi _zHr NIL{ MIL _ NI
F.V. East Anglong | _ _ e 4 Sy
2 r.._.mamamnm F.V.  Lakhimpur Harmutty [Lakhimpur |N.Lakhimpur 53 _ 53 191 | 286 477 191 286 _ 477 H“Wwwn | ?Hr__ NIL| NIL !
| | ing) £
—— —_— — l—. - -
955 _ 951 | 3742| 3709 7458 3307( 3796 | 6603! aum_ 397| 855 ;
y f | 2
T =t
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y It may be noted that the number of - caste groups

. in the selccted tribal forest v1llages are very few. Onlyi

seven numbers of v1llages hadznon trlbals belonqlng mostly :
to the ex .tea garden labour communltles. It has also-been
observed that almost all the sample villages (23 Nos Jare

J’lnhablted by- aJ51ngle ethnlc communlty each whlle a. s1ngle o

4x “village. has two trlbal groups.j .Thus a° general homogenep- -
ous character of habltatlon is notlced. “On’ enquiry.it.

——-

:was revealed that the co—operatlon from -the members of the

same ethnlc communlty is necessary in most of thelr soc1o--n,
cultural decisions and therefore one tribe one village

idea is favoured. The admlnlstrators durlng British: days

and even after Independence took . note of this basic: soc1o-_
psychologlcal need of the forest V1llage dwellers whlle

~selecting pecple for.the forest v1llages. As mentioned

'rearller forests and. ‘tribals are 1nscparable entltles and

thls ‘has been testlfled{by the non-trlbals 11v1ng 1nsrde

" the trlbal forest villages. Amonq ‘the non, tribals maJorlty

belongs to the ex tea.garden labour communltles lrke San~

'tals, Kols,Mundas who. are cvnsldered as scheduled trlbes,
in the Chotnagpur plateaus. Only one. Koch famliy 1s,w;,1
traced in a forest village. . The forest v1llages of Cacha:

dlstrlct are. mostly 1nhab1ted by non trlbals and even in

'qur sample v1llageﬂma30r1ty belongs to Blharl Namasudraaawl

g%, tea _garden labour communltles. T R T
R T R e
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CHAPTER  II
Infra Structural Facilities

e

In the village schedule exhaustive sub heads
were included in order to get as much as a clear socio-
economic picture of the forest villages inhabited by tribals.
Thus sub heads like nearest motorable road to the villages,
neaff%5~the railway station,civil sub divisional H,Q.,
condition of the village roads,transport and communication,
posts and telegraph facilities health facilities,vaterinary
facilities,educational fac111+1us d%wwkﬁ}w1tcr supply faci--
lities,Co—operative Spocieties,fair price shops,cottage
industry,attitude towards family planning etc.were incorpo-
rated in the schedules,the findings of which are shown

below.

Out of the 24 Nps.of sample villages, 16 Nos.lie
within 0=1 km froom the nearest motorable rcad. Five numbers
of villages are situated within 2-4 km from the nearest
motorable road while 2 Ngps.of villages lie at adistance of
6 kms from the nearest motorable road. One village,however
is located at a distance of beyond 6 kms.from the nearest

motorable toad. Thus it is seen that a good number of
communication

1 forest

tribal forest villages are deprived of easy
facility. Ajthough majority (16 Nos.)triba
villages lie within O-1 km from the nearest motorable roads,
is such that

Toads arc actually

vet the condition of these motorable roads
for only four to five months in a year the
motorable. Ag these motorable roads are cunstructed by the

Forest Department mainly to carry the logs from the

forests, they become

unfit for small vehicles.

a

NearQgggmig_gﬁgﬂﬁallWﬁl,ﬁiéﬁiQﬂ
I+ has been observed that not a single tribal

forest yillage from Our sample lies within O - 5 kms

S s tatansi Gates Tonef vl Tiageihish s cling

| P il A, S 4

from thé . nearcst Zai-
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within 6-10 kms from the nearest railway station, Five
numbers of villages are situated at a distance of 11-15
kms, 2 Nos.at a distance of 16-20 kms and 9 Nps.of tribal
forest villages lie within 21-40 kms.from the nearest
railway station. The®e are 7 Nps.of villages vihich ST
$ithated at & distance og beyohd.407kms frem th.: mearest
raitway;.station. The data indicate that the forest villa-
ges are not in 4 position to travel at cheaper cost.

Nearness to the Sub Divisional H.Q.(Civil):

Most of the tribal forest villages are situated
at a considerable distance from the Civil Syb Divisional
H.Q. Sub Divisicnal H.Q.s provide various socio—legal
facilities and the villagers have to visit thesetHIQus a5t
considerable cost. In our sample study only one village
is found to be situated within 5 kms from the Sub Divi-
sional H.G.s. Similarly no village wés fecund within a
distance of 6-10 kms from the Syb Divisional H.Q.g, Two
numbers of villages are found within 11-15 kms an equal
number at a distance of 16-20 km, four numbers at a
distance of 21-30 kins while another four numbers of
villages are situated at a distance of 31-40 kms. The
people ecan hardly visit the Civil Sub Divisional H.Q.s
if the same is located at a distance of 41-50 kms from
the villages. In the study we found that there are 3 Nos.
of villages lying at a distance of 41-50 kms and they
Can hardly visit the Sub Divisional H.Q,s as the Jjourney
involved sufficient time and money. It has also boen
observed that the villagers of six numbers of villages
who are required to travel 51-70 kms to reach the Sub
Divisicnal H.Q.s , do not go to the'Sub Divisional H.Q-
at all. Same is the case for anuther 2 Nps.of tribal
forest villages which are located at a distance of T71--100
kms. from the Suyb Divisional H.Q.s, It was found that
the villagers,by and large, are ¥ uncoencoerned about the
lccation T:-f the Sub Divisionr1l H.Q,s as they have nothing

C:‘_)I'lt-"}. 15,,
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\ to do w1th thls Civil Supb D1v181onal H.Q. They are malnly » .
concerned w1th the Porest Range offlce and the local weekly hat.
, A\

Table V (1) shows the number of tripal forest
villages from the nearest motorable road and ‘Table. V(2) shows
the ‘humber of trlbal forest v1llages from the nearest rallway
statlon while. Table VI indicates- the nearest Clv1l Sub D1v1-
’ sronal H.Q: from the tribal forest v1llages

Table = V(1)

CL M e s e e ar e e e TS e e e e e e e .

Number of trlbal , Distance from the"z“ - -

forest village 27,* . »nearest motorable road _
16 ( e6.7%) . - 0 ~1 km -
5(20 %) S ' 2w g i
, 2_( 8.4%) o . 5 ;‘, 6 n
' .:- o I 1 (4.1%) ’ ' o aquve';§v]§m,.
. ’ . - 24 . 4. . . . .
S I&Qle_ -V (2)
~Number of trlbal ;4 Dlstance from the f] ._
forest v1llages ' nearest - rallway statlon
Niloooo T 0-5km
1 ( 4.1%) S [
5 ( 20.8%) 1t =15
vzt&%f;-,,e.'wgzaﬁ
9 Car.e)y -~ 21~ 40 "
3 7 ( 29.2%) R 71‘405abovee' ‘
o Table =~ VI . |
) ”-N;nger of trlbal ?3? | Distance from the Clv11 "
forest V1llages e‘.;ﬂa Sgb D1v151ona1 H Q s
R S X
2 (8.4%) 11 =15 "™
2 (8.4%) 16 - 20
4 (16.6% 21— 30 v
4 (16.,6% 31= 40 "
3 (12.5%). 41-50 ¥
6 (25,1%) 51~ 70 %
2 (8.4%) . above,_
” | | ,N  ) = | |

C ontd 01 6-,«
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Communication

We tried to elicit information in respect of
the condition of the village roads within the tribal fcorest
villagesand a very disheartening picture emerged when we
found that as many as 14 Nos.of villageshave only fair
weather katcha roads the condition-of which during summer
can be felt rather than described. Three numbers of villages
have only foot tracks inside their villages,éravelled Troads
pass through four numbers of villages while three numbers of
raealiez)il forest'villages are found by the side of the pucca
motorable roads. The Table VII below shows the communication
facilities of the tribal forest villages.

Table - VII

-— e et am e e s e -— - e wa me s i L i il e

Communiéation No, of BDEG
facilities villages
Foot tracks 8 (1235
Katcha Fair weather 14 el 5 8l
Gravelled 4 16.6
Pucca g /238

S R AT R bl G SUNRE = T

dipanspetit@Eacani Gy

Information was also collected in respect of
available transport facilities in the tribal forest villages.,
Even in this late 20th Century bullock cart .<s found to
be the scle means of convevance for the villagers of 14 Ngs.
of tribal forest villages. Eleven numbers of villages can
avail themselves of public buses within 2 to 3 kms wzlk from
the villages, Motor car facilities can be availed by 10 Ngs,
e e 311 throughout the year while 2 Nos, of villages
get guth fac%ﬁéty duringswintersseasoms . Sonlye¥ ‘Boat is
the only mode *tonveyance for one village. Bicycles are used

N

by a few villégers of all the 24 Nos. of villages for short

distance £x . Tours.
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. S We also tried to get 1nformatlon regardlng llbra— 4
rles,youth clubs or communlty centres in the sample v1llages
-and it was revealed that ohly six riumbers of v1llages have' o

llbrarles and none ‘of the; vmllages possess any youth club

i

or communlty centre.

fPost and Tg;egraph Fac111t1es .

"~ The post oﬂflce fac111ty for 14 Nos of v1llages

'are w1th1n a dlstance of 0-2 km. ‘The same are avallable
_.w1th1n 3-5 kms for 8 Nos .of v1llages. Two numbers of
‘ v1llages have the postal fac111t1es within 6-10 km. The
,telegraph faCllltleS ore not easlly avallable. Only 2. Nos.
of v1llages have. suchrfac111t1es within 0-5 kms while one

v1llage gets telegraph fa0111t1es w1th1n 6-10 kms from the
village.’ Thus a sizable number. of the sample V1llages .

(21 Nos.) ‘have to go a long dlstance in .order' to 'get the '
§ te%?graph_fpcgll}les’ Seven numbers of these v1llages, RN
’»however ,get telegraph fa01llt1es 2 'at a dlstance of 30—40 a .
kms from. the.vmdlag@slthus GDmpelmlng the vnl&age' ethhese
'kast gxoup i e 21 numbens of v1llages ¢0‘9ﬁend a“51zable
ahsunt. 1n‘tfan9pbmt. Th¢ pos&tbon is‘shOWh 1nxmﬂe tabulax\
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Among the most important felt necds of the forest
villagers)the health facilitics stand first in the ocrder of
preference. The topography of the villages is so hostile
particularly during summer that such facilities in or near
the village are keenly felt. In the sample villages an
effort was made to find out the health facilities provided
by Forest or Hecalth Department. Majcrity of the villages
get such facility within a distance of 0-5 kms. Oyt of
24 Nos. of villages only 9 Nos. (37.5%) dcutd get health
faciiities provided by the state dispensaries at a distance -
‘of 0-2 kms and 8 Ngs.(33.3%) of villages had these facili-
ties at a distance of 3-5 kms. ' Three Nes. (12.5%) of
villages do not get health facilities easily as the villagers
have to go beyond 6 kms and upfo 10 kms to receive such
facilities. Two numbers (8.3%) of villages are situsted at
a.distance of 11-15 kms from the state dispensary and the
villagers are facing lot of difficulties in this regard.
Same is the situation for ancther 2 Ngs.(8.3%) of tribal
fafest villages which arc situated at a distance of
16-20 kms from the nearest state dispensary. Table IX e low
shows the dispensary-facilitices available for the tribal

forest villages.

Dbl L

Showing dispensary facility for the sample
tribal forest villages

cas g i o PR Sevinitte marl b U s L e s i ey

“No*of trloal Dwstqnc to the el
forest villages nearest state
AT R3S P DS Ayl 9 el L B
9 O - 2 km 37.5
8 oA | 33.4
3 St (0) 12.5
2 {11 R R R 8.3
2 st LEE 2 O8 W Aot > 1 TNy 3.3
T24 100%

3 C',‘r‘}td © 1 9 o
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Veterinary - aClllilLS ;

More or less similar situation prevails in
Tespect of veterinary facilitivs. All the tribat forcst
villagers cke out their liVelihOOd from agriculturce and
hatUrally they dépend upon the cattle for their sustenance
The Opoplc therefore want that vutur:nary dispensaries
should be within easy reach of the villagers so that they
can get the Scrvices of the' veterinary doctors without
Spending much time and money. The location of ' 'the ﬁurgst
villaged should be considercd while ¢stablishing Veterinary
dispensaries. Ou ¢ of 24 Nes.of villages, 9 Nos.(37.5%)
have vetbrlnary facilities within 0-2 kms and these villages
are in a better positibn to get the services of Vetcerinary
doctors at the time of distress,. Three numbers (I285% )wior
villages are convenicntly situated so far as keterinary
facilities are concerncd as the distance from the veterinary
dispensaries to these villagss is within 3-5 kms. For the
rest 12 Nos.(50%) of villages the distance factir stands
in’ ‘the ! way. of - gettlnq necessazy veturlngry-rac111t1ws° Thus
five n: umbers (20, o3m) of villages arec situated at a distance
of 6-10 kms and an thur equal numbcr of vlllagbs_aru located
at a Jistancu of 11—2n kms.  WO numbers (8. 3m) df Villages
arc practlcally not in a position to get veturlnary faci-
lltlLS as the nearust vbturlnary dlspenSnry Lies fatiia
fﬁdlstanCu of 91 30 kms._ wale X indicates the dlstanc;
of the trlbal fur¢st villages frum thu nearest veturlnary

dlsounsarlas.

Tabl\. i

Shqung thb distange of ' tho trlbal forust Vlllages
fvnm thu nudrest vbturlnarx Alspunswrle

__‘ Ch L I e o — TN s el | I Wi 1 SN R A

No.of trlpal , D stﬁncg of the Vllﬁgbs 1 DeC.
st Vlllaqu to the vety dlspenSereo
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We tried to elicit information regarding the facili-
ties provided by the private medical practitioners to the forest
dwellers. It has been observed that the state dispensaries in
most cases are situated at a considerable distance from the
tribal forest villages and the private medical practitioners
play significant roles so far as giving relief from ailmentsaﬁ-
common diseases like 'Influenza,Malaria atc.are concerned. Byt
the experiences of the tribal forest villages under study
tella different.story in as much as the}e is no private
medical practitioner within 0-2 kms from the villages. Only
in 2 Nos. (8.3%) of villages the private medical practitioners
are found within 3-5 kms while one (4.2%) village has.private
medical practitioner within 6-10 kms. The distance of rest of
the 21 Ngs.of villages varies)which i1s showr. ‘- +-- -abular
form below :

Table - XI
showing the distance of the villages to tue ncarest private
medical practitioners '

No.of tribal forest Distance of the P s
village villages to the

nearest private medi-
~ — . Cal practitioner

beg? o o g A R S RS T L e R T T O a1 T VTR L Se e N i, | | ot ama

Nil Q=ROailkm
= 3l =5 ' 898
1 6-10 4.2
5] 11- 15 n 208
16=-20 " 8.3
; C4e T ada _g_ PR TR € s e AT B GRS T S s weh B gl
5 31-40 " 20.8
€ 41 above 2550 ;
ity 1 00RO

Contd .21



- 21 =
The -above t;bie indLgaféo tha£ for -6 Nos. of villages
~the nearest private hedicalibraeiftioneis are available at
a distance. beyond 41 kms.: -Onpe- can 1maglne the troubles and
expenses 1nvolVéa in such 81tuat10ns. Very often the potlent
‘dies onm way'when he .oz~ she is carrled to the nearest bus
point in a 'Thela' or.an.lmprov1sed palanquin.

9ucatlonal Fa.c:LlJ.tn.es° | -

Regardlng educatlonal fa0111t1es in the trlbal
forest v1llages the position is very-d;shegrten;ngf ‘Out of
the 24 Ngs.of surVeyed v1llage3'only~5rNos-(20 a%?“%ave

P e-Prlmary schools. The total enrolement in all these,.
*schools 1s shown in tha\tabular ’

I

Shoﬁlhg the Enrolem@wt p031tlon a“ the Pre Prlmary
schools of the snrteyed Trlbal'Fore‘ . Vi ’

— Total Enrolement, .
: o Trlba& Stude

No.of Pﬁ-.¢,=w
Prlmary schools

- Em e

[

i

o
Total mBOYSi Gixlv"?

5 Nes, 269 162 - 427 :3269;-; iji52'o "
o ' ) L ) 1\6}(.@5% 43 » A ’ . 3 Y ’u.

| paai e T
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v1llages. The,percentage of trlbal students however,
decreases at a faster rgte and- at the 3rd or 4th- standard

of the L. P, .school the percentage drops to an unbellevable
_level Wthh w1ll be,rerlected in the table show1ng the -

age group of . trlbal students. - AR o

<

In respect of lower prlmary schools,all the

24 Nos of trlbal forest v1llages possess one L P.school
each, Oyt of-these  two schools ake Tun by the Forest

Department one is a veture schoel and the trest 21 Nps.are ‘,i

run by the Educatlen Department - All these schools are

w1th1n easy rea' h of the v:Lll,Qgers ice, the L, P Jschools
d e '_ 'j“ﬂdnce of1®-1 km frem the w&llages.'

lee EMe Pre Prlmary echoels,the emro” ?ent posltlon of i

'tnese scheols, at QQJ “ﬁ 13,-3;}';¢r_, es, § satlsfac— i}

&

.;,"Erand”§~§35»iI 4
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good number of tribal boys and girls but after these stages
the number of tribal students show a down ward trend's | The
reason for this state of affair is that the tribal boys
and girls when they come MpPTin - dges: are-required-to assist
theyr parents in the household chores like tending cattle,
remaining in charge of the little kids when. the parents are
away in the fields etc., Besides,most of the parents of
this section of stude¢nts are not in a position to mect the
basic necessities of the school going boys and girls. Thus
we have seen that in the abe group 6-8 yeéars there are
D88 s FudEnit SIS el i olimEi i R 0 in the age
Iip o s e el N
grOupﬂ14 years .and abové there are only 203 students. Table
below shows the age group of the tribal students in the

Lower Primary standard.

Table, i XIV

Showing Age Group of Tribal Students of Lower
Primary Schools

s
Below 6 .ycars §6~8 years

T
i RSN R o s L AR S

O

MR S e S N T e L RS S ) (e & —
) s i i
TotaliBoys {Grils TotaliBoys lGirls
1 i i ¥ i

304 1167

—_— s - e e . wew i

LRI Lo
Total' Boys, Girls

137 7 587 ,309 1278 370k 171
] 1

B o I I GRS, P

e T - L SRS S T S sras e [T e omes e

{

fi _2=:.14 years. i 14 _years_and above _
: ‘ A ; :

T o 1 Boys! Girls | Total{ Boys | Girls.
1 ] ] iV I
i i 1 i
P 219 Lo R PR S R e
? § ! Jie)
% ! ! !
O e LD == S AR O WP RN 10 Bl M VI et .g..w.. e

Middle English Schools :

In the Middle English standazd further slash
down happéned—and.theALQQSOR.ig mainly economic baekwerdness
of the tribal families inhabiting the® forest villages. In
ouY 5amrpfe v'ﬁ.lg@gq ouﬂ*of 24 Nes man 19 Nes Rave M E.

el B e
QR . =T
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schools w1th1n a reasonable d1stancc from the v1llages. Nuym-

‘ber of v1llages having’ M-E schools in between 0~2 km-are .

18 while there are no ME schools in between 3=5 kms$ fiom'n

the vlllaqes. ~ o . B o e

The dlstancé from one trlbal forest v1llage to

.been found to be w1th1n 6-10
@f m,Esschools, 11 Nos;are managed

the'mea est M.E . school ha
_@m&wuout.vf these 19 No@
by the Deg
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approachable from the sample villages. Out of these 9 Nos.
of H.E.schools are at a distance of 0-2 km, 10 Nos.at a

distance of 3-5 kms, 2 Nos. at a distance of 6-10 kms and
3 Nos.,at a distance of 11-15 kms from the tribal forest
villages. Like the M.E.schools, the H.E.schools also
attract a sizable tribal students from the forest villages
which is testified from the enrolement position shown
below in a tabular form. Out of the total 437 students
attending H.E.schools from the tribal forest villages,as
many as 392 (89.70%) belong to the tribal communities.

. Table = XVI

showing the enrolement position of the H E schools

———m--—--———-u—-_-iﬂﬂ-'-ﬂ!-n--—-u = o= oo

No.of H.E.|Distance] No.of students ! No.of tribal students
schools ‘from the' attending H.E. schools' attending H.E.schools
lvillages! from tribal forest | from the tribal
! villages , forest villages
1P,

Dades e ag

r“-

{Total |Boys jGirls {Total {Boys  1Girls

9 0=2 'km ‘437° [251 186 392 208 167
10 @=0 LB

g 6=10 " 57.43% 42.5T% 89,70% 89.64%  89,78%
oot 11=15 "
24

It has been observed that the tribal students prefer
Govt. Aided H.E.schools to Venture and departmentally managed
H.E.schools as the later schools are not equipped with mini-
mum requirements.. Thus we find only 5 students from these '
villages in one H.E.school run by the Forest Department and
4 studdents in one Venture H.E. school,

Higher Education

Higher education facilities are not easily avail-
able in these villages. We find only 2 Neos. of villages
within 0-2 kms distance from the colleges and one number
within 6-10 kms from the nearest seat of higher education.

X \

Contd.26.
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‘Another 2 Nos of v1llages have the nearest college at a
dlstance of 11-15 kms. Threc numbers ol trlbal forest
- villages have the nearest collegelat a- dlstance of - 16-20
kms,while the dlstance from the nearest colleges to another
nine V1llages ranged from 21=30 kms. The distance factor
along with the poor economlc condltlen have compelled many:
students to end their educatlona{ career, after ngh Schoel _ ‘
*Leav1ng Certlflsate Examlnatlon, It has been rep@rted that  "'j o
. due to non avallabllrty of cheaper and rugular mean& of
transport most of the stpdents have to dv'gqntlnue thelr
”studles.u Insprte of the const t
. trlbal students prese"“

v

;.glrls berng 34
‘ marl trlbal feres
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. _ Regardrng students under901ng other studles | S
from the sample v1llages the p051t10n is very,dlsap901nt1ng.

We find -only seven students ir all studyLng Ain ‘medical, , | : ‘;
technlcal,agrlcuktural and veterinary. 1nst1tut10ns and . o ;_,. e
Lnterestlngly all hall from the Deori tribe of Madhupur Deori - SR 4%5
forest vallage of lerugarh Forest Division. The on;ygglxi; el T

medlcal‘s%ﬁdent also ‘hails frbmnthls-VIllage.»“"““

L - . . - -
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Show1ng the employment p031t10n of the sample trlbal
- forest willages .~ a

Category'of Posts - T/"" R § NumBers - "

it o e LT S : - o i -

Gazetted'Sefvice (State)~ -~ ., ~ . g
- College teacher = coT o T
High scheol teacher - BN 9 : S -
(Graduates and under graduates) B ' ‘ S
-.Upper Divn./Lower Division clepks 46 | .
" Middle English sehool ‘teacher - - 9 .
Sta: ;st;gai:Assastam@, R R T S
Lower Primary ‘school teachers 0 L gz - L -
Post Magter , ) _ - e 20 ' :
‘Farm Manager -~ o B
o 1
4

T V@t@?lﬂ&@M‘GQMpﬁgndér
‘ Driver | I |
..Céﬁ';ti‘éctoz:vg o SR R o 3
LMahaldar o /‘ '—3N,';’ I - 'dk;il' B
Gram Sevak S ':‘."v,' o o Y -
Pe 1ce C@nstable' ‘15' J vxj? o -

tribal f@rest vi
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sote Porbiberes
we have found class I and class Ilmﬁatalling 18 Nos.
Four villages have not even a Fourth grade employee. Although
these villages are d&rectly under the control of the
Forest Department, the employment under Forest Department
is also not encouraging. There are only one Upper Divn.
Assistant, one Forester and 4 Ngs.of Forest Guards - employed

under the Forest Department.

Educational Status

Data are collected in respect of educational
status of the people and it is observed that there are

quite a good number of High School Leaving Certificate
passed students in these villages who could not go fur
higher study in the colleges or left the college midway
because of the pecuneary Situation. Girls' education is
much behind in these villageés and poor economic condi tion
of the parents coupled wifh distance factor to the seat

of higher aducation from'the‘villages contributed largely
for this condition., Oyt of 167 Nos.of H,S.L.C.passed
students,34 Nos.(20.35%) are girls. It is seen that out
of 167 studdnts only 55 (32.93%) could prosecute higher
studies and out of 55 students only 9 Nos.(16.36%) belongy
to the womenfolk. Going further up in the Iad&er,the2‘ }
number of students decreases and in the dégree standard
there are only 21 students and in postrgraduate level only

4 Nos.are prosecuting studies. There are only four numbers
of persons in the 'Other Category'which includes Engineering,
Medical,Veterinary and all are male students hailing from

a2 village inhabited by the Deoris(Madhupur Deori Forest
Village), The position is shown in the tabular form below,

Contd.30.
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Table ~’XX

~Showing the educatlonal status of the sample ﬁ@rest {
vmllages inhabited by tribals :

ﬁumﬁer T *Hsm - 'rp';e:ugl;;ef-* B.K.B.ScT m.’x. .s’c 1 5ther _
tribal for-; Passed '31ty passed'- B.Com M,C om 'Category
esit v1llageé ' '

f.
. TE

TEEET

T

o w2 e

i SO S,

TIBG .

24 167 133 34 55 de 9 21165 4. 2 2 4 4 L.
- 79 6 - . - 83.6°. 76 1. ser o o 00 - -
: /;;,.. " - ) . T R %. "._ ’% » % - L .- ".ﬁ%:.__ D » .-

~ Bmre .
3 : . Coe . T : hd
~T e e, e o C . . . : ' .
T e ee e R M e e v am oew de e W D e S e e s i - el e iy e - 1.
o 2 _ d 3 +
—— & - :‘,‘:".‘ oL Cem ,' !

u“,', It may be neted that 5 Nos , of trlbal forest*vlllages
have not B even B S L.G.passed studenis ‘and: these belonged T
to. Boro kacharma2 Neos., Rabh.s 1 No,, Karbls 1 No and MiTi - o
(Mishing) 1 No. These vlllages are lying in 1naccess&ble s H
&reas of Kachugaon.F@rest Division,Kamrup West Forest e
Divzsion, Karbi Anglong'East Forest DiVlSlQh and Lakhimpur - K . :
Forest D1v1szon.jﬁ.;;';y» S . ~-,w~d. T e

.
- .

L - .. - .

_;- As mentloned earllef’

,v nomac condltion of ST e T

S aeszstance from thelr sons and dau; in | \
" culturall pursu1ts as soon- as thevuféijiit’ .
AL
tion compels them to behave 1n a diffepent way._ Thl |
drepeut figures are therefore more appllcable in theira'
- cases and the follOW1n§ table LeotlfLCo ‘this. .
o : C@n‘bdgsﬂy . "‘
Lo IR py




Showing dropout
institutions of

positioh from the educational
the sample tribalk forest villages

Nofofapiss 5r6p“oﬁt”i$ ~ Drop out in" "Drop out SlrepioutEinta
tribal: Lower Pri-: Middle Eng-  in H.E. 'College level
forest! mary Sstands lish Stan-, SCIROE TR
vill= 1 ard ; dard ! standard i
aqes ! « _.,.;,. ot e, L et o e ] [ e _,;__, A -7,._.,...._ S B, A || e re—————
W E SRING TR R e R G BN E
S a e DA GO vt i S O
H ] —~ \/ f ] i
24 :182;%3779f5 .91 (56 e e e RO T
IR "61.5 ' ! ! F '
! PR 1415211 eﬁ, 38,47 LT0<alD S TR,
L it e et oo v e eos
% i
It 1s seen from the above table that drop out figures

are more in the lower primary standard which HECS el il o

indicator of the most pitiable economic condition of the people.

Another reason' of drop out at
situation of the tribal forest
investigation we have observed
elephants most of the children

this stage is the adverse
During fiedq
that due to fear from wild

villages.

stay back at home particu-

larly during summer-season.

Again during flood and rainy

season the roads become muddy and there is no atmosphere of

study in the schools.,
parents,

The children prefer to stay with their
Besides,most of the forest dwellers IBEcIM DEENTTE

as$istance of their sons and d aughters in agricultural and

allied activities.

Thus lack of conciousness coypled with

economic backwardness led to increase of drop-guf - figures.

Drinking Water Suypply 3

As regards drinking water supply most of the villages

depend upon ring wells and katcha wells which cause great

he 2GRN haZarets

In the sample villages we find that 21 Nos.

of villages,out of 24 Nos.under sruvey,depend upon ring wells

for their water supply.

Ten numbers of villages get water
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altogether 40 N@S of tube wells. Four v1llages hawe one *'a }
tube ME'J- 3 Ke k) Forest V1L |

Only 2 Nos of v1llages a_
thelr water &

tube well

Possess@s 3
- water S$cheme
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Forest~Dlv181on walk the 9 km dlstance to the BoEJUll Iéa”
Es‘ate Sunday hat.‘ The distance Qf-Amgurl forest wlllage

. un@ef D;gbgi Eorest )1v1519n tm the nearest’ mapketnng
»@enﬁ;e e.Tlngral 15 4@ km and to D;gb01 dally bazar ,
ié”gms. Where there 15 no weekly hat w1th1n~walk1mg dlS— .
tgnce,the Fmrest Department provides one, Fof exampﬁeLV;  e
the eenvenlence_of ‘the fore§t dweliers of Jaigswa $ ' ’
“llage, a wef 1y hat is pr;v1ded on Wbdnesday by v
' Eme ‘hé cémm s the

’ “‘fatn’ ® b



common., Byt not much has been done by the Forest Department
in this regard. Ip the sample villages we come across only
one State dispensary at E Block of Lakhipathar Forest
Village (Amguri Forest Village) but that, t00,is not func-
tioning at the time of survey

Co—-operative Societics

Co-operative societics are not establisihed in
any of these forest villagez and the nearest Co-operative
Societies alsosare at a considerable distance from these
villages. For example, the Larua Gaon Panchayat Samabai
Samiti W(G.P.S.S.) is situated at a distance of 10 kms.from
Madhupur Deori Forest Village, The Balipara G.P.S.S. is
located at a distance of about 10 kms from Urohilaga Forest
Village. The Tingrai G.P.S5.5. situated at: a distance of
about 10 kme from Amguri Forcst Village (D Block) can hardly
cater to the needs of the tribal forest villagers., The
nearest/'G.P.S5.5. for Belaipur Forest Village is at a distance
of 1158 kmsasS fimila il NGEHeRS o rlipat hams Gl 5 LSk situgted at a
distance of 7 kms from Madhuram Terang Basti a Karbi
village without regular transport facility cannot meet the
needs of the forest village. Some G.P.S.S¢. are,however,
situated near the village but the tribal people do not
get the reguired itcis at the time of nced. The Charaibeel
G.P.5.5.-4s only 2 kms from Mojati Forest Village and
Laokhoa G.P.S.5. is ©nly 1 and 1/2 kms from Singimari
Forest Village. These societics have their own opening
and closing timings which is uynsuitable for the tribal
forest villagers. Bgsides, the purchasing power of the
poor fore¢st dwellers ds very limited and they feel shy to go
to the Co-operative socictics to purchase small quantitics.
Naturally the lahajans of the grocery shopsi are reaping the
benefits. The situation of the tea garden labourers and
the forest villagers is almost similar. The tea garden
management establishies Co-operative Sycictice within the
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'7,-campus of tea gardens and the . labourers ‘are greatly bane—
fitted from such Co-operative societies. The Porest Depart-

, ment could establlsh co-Operablve soc;etles 1n the Porest -

: 911139& abeas or in the Range headquarters for- the beneflt of

'vihe forest\billagers.f But the study reveals a total negative
plcture in thls reSpect

Lk

A . ‘ ‘ / ‘~
.Sgclo-C“ltural'_'A ,
| S¢c1ovcultural organlsatlons anq voluntary

1nst1tutlons cou@d1mﬂay decisive role - so far as solutipn . .

r‘“fof 8901al problems of - the people'are concerned’ There. are -

'soc1al problems llke emcessive drlnklnq habit,gembllng etc..v

Youtn Clubs.f'The latter organlsatlon ceuld also help sort'
out many local problems prevalent on 1nd1v1dual as well as
communlty ba31s. But. out survey in the.s“mple Vlllages ; )
‘jrevealed that such soclo-cu- jral organmsa%i@ns dre almost C
non existeag in these Villages. Only one 'Sangha' (c¢lub)
lhad- beeni found ‘at Bogdob Vi ﬂlaée ‘under Kamrup West F@rest

vD‘1v1810n. E'Anether yo‘ut - 18 reportedly é: isting in -

Mojatifporest Vlllage under Kas_iv |
very useful q;ganlsatlom among - , f"e'e A
“'nyGarufella 'ForGSt fﬁ | |
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aSpect‘is'concerned.*.Whatever'cottage industry or small ~ . -
industry is available s the- same is only .oh 1nd1v1du 1 plane.

We have seen _that-almost every trlbal household poZéesses
'La loom’ arid the womenf oLk weave ¢lothes not only for their. -
use, but for tHe use of all the members of the famme. Flve
numbers of famllles produce bambOO artlcles of daily use._ o
These famllles could sell these products but the income is ..
,‘negllglble and’ 1rregular. Plggery is accepted as an 1ndustry T .
by 6 Nos.of famllles only.a Altogether 90 Ngs,of famf”f ' o
1.are found rearlmg End1 cocoohsq rIje pr@ducts are used _
] locally.‘ Poultry fammlng is a luC",,- undertaklng for ,j'{:', , ~;"
A tiwo households only. Nalorlty'of the V'useholds possess l: - ‘»a.'“
' rvpoultrles Two humbers of families ar iﬁtalnlmg;fishéﬁ*l* N
.ies in a small seale but the 1NCo é‘ls n*@llq1blet .The~ : | ‘

as secondary source of‘
and chairs are produce
.v1llage under Cachar'd

market. X £ 4

village
Hence'therf

‘forest vi :
g possess,most

Endi cl@thcs r
pe@ple of two idlag
industry in the‘y'”

ol mboo 3roc4ct°fA
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impleihents etc. Persom’s of four . e v:_llaqes are in

a posrtlon to sell one.or two pleces of clothes in a week
‘They sell those in the v1llage 1tself ‘ The v1llagers con81der ‘
the cottage 1ndustry-as Subsidiary occupatlon because they o ‘
prefer to engage themselves mostly 1n agrlcaltural act1v1t1es.<
-The raw materlals are becomlng scarce day by day'as the
fac111t1es prov1ded by the Forest Department to the trlbal 4
forest dwellers have been drastlcally curtalled.. Thus enga=" ‘.;
ging themselves in the cottage 1ndustry as wholetlme occupa— B
~tion appears te be umproductlve. ‘Neither the people have

.necessary reseurces to pruchase the reqyired raw materlals.
o _ T P | S

o To our guery whether such subsldaary s@urceg of o
'.1ncome could 1mpreve their llvmmgaf“‘f““ s 10 N@s . of famllles o
telthe womehfolk who

voe

Y.The peoplo ef another 10AN@S’Qf‘V1il§@es repl;
are not benefitted from the hou'

v151ts educatlon of the chrldre
'hbld worshlps.J -

8 ;two numbers:

illages were. esti»
villages were estgl-
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Another three numbers of forest villages are more than 40
years old. Oply the members of one tribal forest village
could not tell the exact date of the establishment of the
village which came under 'not known! category. These wvill-~
ages had their original place in the neighbouring tribal
inhabited areas and they came to the forest in search of
cultivable land and jobs under the Forest Department. However,
under 'not known' category'we find four numbers of villages.
But it is certain that they came from neighbouring tribal
areas as the tribal people of these forest villages are folnd
to be maintaining intimate relations with the neighbouring

tribal people.

Out' of 24 Nos.of tribal forest villages, 5 Ngs.
expressed happiness in their present condition while the
rest 19 Nos. expressed unhappiness. The reason for unhappi-
n&ss‘is that in comparison with the lot of the fellow tribal
villages living outside the reserved forests, the condition of
the the forest villagérs is going from bad to worsé over the
Years. Besides of late the Forest Department has imposed res-
trictions ontthe forestivillagers in respéct of US@%ﬁuQ}u
ary rights bvcr the forest products. Ngn availability of
sufficient cultivable land is the biggest problem and although
the villagers are directly under the control of the Eorest
Department, the same authority has not done anything to amelio-
rate the poor economic condition arisind out of the insuffi-~

ciency of cultivable land.

A1l the tribal forest villagers are reluctant to

change their present occupation. They argue that thev are

living in the gorests for such a long time and are developing
symbiotic relation with the forests., The trees are like their
own off-springs. They have sentimental attachment to the
forests. Hence they are willing to improve their economic
condition by serving in the Forest Department. They want

that the Forest Department should sympathetic-ally consider

Contd.39.



their cases. Today they do no:c maintain any connection with
their place of origin. They,however, do not mind if certain
forest labourers are empioyed from outside provided the

sons and daughters of the tribal forest villagers who are
willing to serve the Department get employment firet.

Major Problem of the Forest Villages
The major problem of 211 the sample forest villages
is the insufficiency of cultivable land, lack of transport
and communication facilities,lack of drinking water and health
facilities. The needs,however, differ from villagge to village.
For example Gomotha tribal forest village is situated in such
a place which has no road linking the village with the nearest
growth centre. Health and Veterinary facilities are also
totally inadequate. A fair price shop inside or near the
village is urgently necessary. On the other hand the problems
of Madhupur Deori village are different. Flood Water causes
havoc in the village. This is a comparatively advanced tribal
forest village and the students of the village face problems
in procuring income certificate from the S.DCs. The villagers
want that such certificates should be issued by the Djivisional
Forest Officer who knows the seocio-economic condition of the
forest villagers better. Another constraint is that facili-
ties available for tribals in various Geovernment Departments
arc not extended to the forest villagers unless a report is
received from the concerned forest officer. The principle
appears to be sound but problem arises whon the required
report from the forest office 1s not sent in time. The
simple tribal—folk do not take Lo return empty handed when
they come to an office spending hard earned money and their
valuable time. But in practice such things happen. Perhaps
he is last concerned with the expenses incurred but he is
i %ith curt replics and superior attitude of the

officﬁafs,
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The problem is dlfferent w1th Garufella forest
vkllagers where er051on of. Garufella rlver causes heavy

. damage t6 the cultlvable land of the- v1llagers. Ind1v1—

 dua1 household - lands .are already 1nsuff101ent and the erosionu
causes further damage-to thelr ec0nomy. Dye to erosion there;:
is no road connecting the villagé with’ Jaleswarl a.grow@h1  -
 centre. The L. P school in the village is yet to be piovin- -
»1_c1allsed and the teacher s:pay is bald by the contributmons
' »of the v1llagers.;

o <

| Non *Avai;fab;.nty 6‘fsu!fflc ¢
: 1s also problem.Nop

The Slnglmarl Forest ? "agg
. from Nagaon, ’*& dlstrlct headquar*&é:&. v.b'e >
.road worth -the name connectmng t

'j other grewth centﬁes.‘ Here aiso %
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In the part LI ‘data dn xespect of 94" households
covering wide ranging sub heads such as demographic infor-
mation,occupational structure, employment position,land use
pattern,marketing,householcd industry,household assets,condi-
tion of houses,income and expenditurelindebtednessyfel{
needs of the villagers,facilities provideéd by the Forest
Depértment,aWaren@ss of constitutional provisions,religious

life,changes in socio-ecultural life if any,etc.have been

incorporated.

Demography {Deterls)

Twenty four numbers of forest villages inhabited
by tribals from 14 Nos.of Forast Djvisions covering both
hills and plains of Assam have been selected for the present
'study. These selected villages fexcept one in Silchar)! have
50% or more tribal population each. Kamrup West Forest
Division has the highest number of tribal forest villages
(58 Nos) followed by Kachugacn Forest Djijvision with 51 Nos.
of tribal forest villages. Out of the sample 24 Nogs.of
villages, 11 Nos.i.e. 6 Nos.from Kamrup West Forest Division |
and ® Nos.from Kachugaon Forest Division are taken for ‘the
Twelve numbers of tribal forest villages have been

In the hills dis.

survey. :
seleccted from 11 Nos.of Forest Divisions.
tricts there are only 4 Nos.of tribal forest villages and

for the present study only one village has been sclected.

Out of 955 houscholds in the sample tribal
forost villages, 951 (99.58%) houscholds belonged to tri-

bals. Similarly out of 7458 persons in the sample villages
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e¢thnic groups. The plains tribes dominate the scene as they
are found in 22 Nps.of villages while Karbis are found in

2 Nos.of villages sné in hills district end the other in the
plains district. Among the plains tribes Boro Kacharis are
found in 10 Nos.of villages with a total population of 3823
constituting 57.8% of the total scheduled tribe population

of the sample villages. Ipcidentally largest number of tribal
forest villages are found in Boro inhabited areas. The Rabhas
with a total population of 678 constitute the second largest
plains tribal group. Their percentage to the total scheduled
tribe population of the forest villages is 10.26. There are
two villages each inhabited by the Miris (kijshings) and the
Karbis with population of 639 and 228 respecctively. The
percentages of these two groups are 9.6 and 3.4 respectively
of the total scheduled tribe population of the sample villages.
The Deoris,Barmans of Cachar and Sgnowal Kacharis have one

village each and the percentac:s to the total scheduled trike

populations of sample villages are 8.4,2.6 and 4.4. respectively,

There is enly one mixed tribal village which is inhabited

by Boro Kacharis and Rabhas with a total population of 208
constituting 3.15% of the total scheduled tribe population of
the sample villages. The tablc below shows the tribe-wise

break-up of tribal flonest v ililages:

fableis

HKALT
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Showing tribe wise break up of samnple tribal forost
villages with population and percentages
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It ks well known that the trlbal V1llag\_s 1n the .
plains districts of Aasam are 1ntur3p@rsLd with non.tribal
v1llages and even in “the tribal V1llaggs non trlbal reside nts
are -also found., In the sample tribal forest v1llaqes non .
tribals constltutud various non scheduled communities llku
the Koches,ex tea garden labourers (Santals MundaS!and SR
Oraons,Kurmis, Koiris nalnly) Nepalis and Blharls. "In_ |
Cachar district a few households of Namasudras (a s¢heduled _/,\'
caste communlty of Assam) are also o d. The Tablu belew ’

ﬂ‘e%£@r st villages.,

shows thé non—trlbal p@pulatlons ln

Ta}? Lo - ¥XIIE
Sh@w1ng non trlbal populctlb“sj{;
_ L forest v1llage B
U - e e
Si1. ; ’ Nume of thb non i Pop\
, No., trlbal communlwni i
e ...:.-.‘ Lv..‘.{ ) e et e e e \‘ .iii'll.'_‘._‘ |
! o . N -
1. Koch . oy ey 8 2
, 2. Ex-ted garden laboururs T38 T 61
""" "(Munda & Ogaen)
3. Ex-tea garden labourcrs 320 o

(Santals)

4a:Ex-tea garden labou‘gf,
- (Santal) and’ Nepall

‘S;XEx~tea gara en labourerg
 (Kyrmi and Keiri)
Hindus thani -an
Namasud,
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of the total popul
tea gardem 1abo 3




are very few and only in one village one Koch family having
O members is traced. These extea garden labourers were
originally engaged as day labourers but subsequently the

managed to occupy forest land.

Economy

Data have been collected reéarding occupa
than forest employment under.-taken by the youths of the forcs'
villages and only 42 Nos.of persons have been found to end%dﬁéf'
themselves in occupatlon mentioned above. Thess occupations
vary from service under State Government as Gazetted Officers,
3rd and 4th Grade, gmployecs and M.B.B.5. doctors,to Bay
labourers, €ontractors in private sectors. It is interesting
to note that in the Madhupur Deori forest village there are
as many as 13 persons engaged in occupations other than
forest employment. These include 2 M.B.B.S. doctors,one
State Government Gazetted Officer, 2 Nos.of Geaduate Upper
Division Assistants, 3 Nos.of Lower Division Assistants,one

Pharmacist, one Police A.S.I., one Sectional Officer, one

L.I.C. Agent and one Railway ;ourth Grade employee., The Amgiri
forest village under Digboi Forest Division has as many as
22 Nos.of pe}sons engaged in occupations other than forest
employment. Among these there are 5 Nos.of graduates who
are employed as Asgistants in Central Exdise Department,State

Bénk of India, Bankyof Boroda, Punjab National Bank and

Education Department of Government of Assam. There are 15

fourth grade employees in the village serving under both
Central and State Government organisations. Two teachers

from the village aré serving in the local Lower Primary school.
In contrast fpest of the ? villages have only 7 Nos.of per

sons whose occupations have no link with the forest. Among
these two are Lower Primary School teachers,one Weaving
Instructor,one petty ¢ontractor, one Heospital Attendant and

3 Nos.of aay ﬂ.abcﬂuu."‘e:r:s°
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? - Economlc affluence has much to do with 1mprove*’

ment of standard of living and ln\the instant case the 11v1ng L
standard of the two famllles one from Deori and the other

ﬁiom Sonowal Kacharl communltles,ls sufflclently hlgh In o ,'g
,fhe Deori villagé 4 Nos .0f families possessamg 30 Bﬁqhas . R u
.of cultlvabie land each have 13 Nos .of servigé heﬁans ‘

whlle in Amgurl one househo@d possess»s the-an@iﬁe QQ‘M

"-2 Nbs of fﬁmllies fiolc

Hospital Atﬁendant.
’land whlle the latter [ A
‘ Of land each ‘

V'abl‘e lahd. Thus
- fomest wer‘zip.l@'ymernt




. Oyer the ycars the populations

all are either unsuccessful High Scghool Leaving Certificate
Examination students oridrop outs in high School Tevels, Ajl
the said unemployed youths ar¢ male., The main reason for

this' ' stateTofiraffairt st laclt 'oEnsuitable cmployment oppomtu-—
nity. The position of Amguri forest village is different
which is inhabited by thé Sonowal Kacharis and the village
has 11 Nos of unemployed youths inciudinq 6 Nos.of girls

who are mostly High School L:aving Certificate passed

students or college drop outs. In this casc¢ also the reason
for unemployment is lack of sutiable employment opportunities.

Land and Eorest

The forest villagers cnjoy only usufructuary rights
over their land allotted under Forvust Lgase and ownership
right of land is limited to this criteéria of people. -The
riggt of transfer and salé 15 not given to the forest vill
—agers although the forest authuritics on humanitarian ground
have agrecd to th: mutual transfers of i the originally allotted
land o' the sons: after the death of the allottee and in this
way the forest dwellers insidc the ‘nuserveds forests are anjoy-
ing the forest lands for generations. Mgost of the viliagers
are occupying the forest lands from fore Indepundence days.

are increasing but' the. lands
remain ‘the samé. . Encrvachmentt®of férest land is becoming a
froblem for the authoritidés as well as to the original
forest villagers. In our samplé study we find two (2.12%)
informants without any Landfandasstiieyreke oub Tt Reiry i vali=

hood by resorting to the profession of day labourers in the

nhouscholds of Fellow villagers. It is revealed that casual
cmployment under the Forvst Department is difficult to obtain
Snd (ihi s ome cases nen forest dwellers are trespassing into the

forest employment. arci.
possess 0-2 Bighas of land cach and their economic condition

There are 2 (2,12%) families which

Jna (9I580 ). £anilids  ard! Having'8=5 'Bighas

*g pidtablee T I NI RS
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of land each while 19 (20.22% Ngs.of familics 5-10 Bighas
of land each.  Majority of the families i.e. 25 Nos.(26.60%)
however possess 10-135 Bighas.of land each. There arée 16 Ngs.

(026 o Eamitises Rt BL AR E b O G
Ten (10.64%) numbers of families are in a comfortable posi-
tion so far as possession of landed property is concerned as
they possess 20-30 Bighas of land each. A other 11 Nos .
o) of families are sufficiently wellfhs the Y p0SSess

30 Bighas and more lands cach. A

The above pen picture in respect of possession

of land by individual families may appear to be a rosy one

but if ong goes deep, into the real situation one will find

2 disheartening picturcs In most of the casés it is found
that ‘the 'land per family shown above was allotted to an

individual in decades back and the same lands are further
divided among the sons while
of land remains the same. Besides the yield per Bigha is very

Low! due to wvarious facturs like depredations of wild elephants,

old method of cultivation,ctc.

E A i B
in official record the amount

"The Table below shows ithe land holding
pcsition_of the sample families of the! surveyed tribal
forest villages.

Tty St jouv

Showing the land holding position of the sampie

fomilies

e T el wﬂw familie F.C tn“tm*hlmfm TlT hTRT

. d . No.of families .LC.to tota A
%igegféhig? _ . possessing land = under survey_ bl o
wia Pt e i b i TR B & - 2 \

Landless 5 %,15

0 ~ 2 5 212

R Wi 1 9 9,58
AT 19 20.22

i ? -.1 = 2“?’ 20,60
T T 16 17.02
'J'f"] o) “‘76 -io o !
He 30 ”i- E!bf Ve 3 Yt 11 o 1 I il i '.‘n.rl-‘..,l e
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As regards homestead land the position is
more or less similar to that prevailing in the .
‘general areas'. " Herelagaintit may be noted that
the homestead lands shown per family as per for-
est recerd no longer remain the same in the
practical field because the original allottee has
distributed the peice of land to his sons. Thus
59 Nos. (62.7T%) of the families have 0-2 Bighas
of homestead land each while 4 Nos. (4.26%) of
families do not possess even the homestead €dands.
These families are allowed to construct their
mini dwelling thatched cottages in the cbmners
of the homestead lands of some benevolent fellow
villagers. Fifteen (15.95%) numbers of families
have 2-5 Bighas of homestead land each while
another 16 Nos.(17.02%) of families possess 5-10
Bighas each. The following table shows +the land
holding pattern (homestead land) of the sample

households.

Table = XXV

Showing land holding pattern in respect of
homestead land of the sample households

52 e M e Y L S B? S D s e B L e D it S e o

No.of families P.C.to the

e e S Bt s L S i S
e — —
s o — -

(in Bighas)_ _ . __ _EB222=22200 220C  total families
Landless 4 | 4.26

0=.2 59 | G2

e 5 15 | 15.95

5-10 16 17.02

E e e

There was a time the tribal forest villagers
did not feel the scarcity of cultivable land as
lands in those days were sufficient to feed the fami-
lies and wants were limited., But over the years the
position has undergong tangible changes, The families
of forest villagers increased as time passed and
today agricultural-land is considered as the most
important felt need of the forest villagers.

Contd.4¢,
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To make the matter worsc tr«s?'asing on the cultivable forest
land has taken place. In every yillage that we visited;the
Qillagers complained about insufficiency c¢f cultivable land.
Thrce numbers (3.20%) of the familiss have bazen found to be
without any cultivable land and they maintain their families
by serving in the hcouseholds of the fellow villagers as day
labourcrs. Thirteen numbers (13.82%) of families having

+ 2 ~ 5 Bighas . of land are below the poverty line,' A sixe-
able number (31 Nos 82.986) of the fumilies have cultivable
lands in the range of + 10~15 Bighas and these families are
comparatively well off. In the categcry of + 30 Bighas each,
there are /7 Nos. (7.45%) of femilies and an,cqual number of
familics are possessing + 15 = 20 Bighas of cultivable land .
each. Njijne families (9.58% )ingssessy H 2002 30 Bighas of

land each. The latter families having + 10 to + 30 Bighas
of land each may appear to be wealthy but in fact they are
not in vien of the diwision of land among the heirs. The
overall economy of the' 22 Nes (23.40%) of the families having
+'5 . 10 Bighas. of land each cannot be considered as. scund

as the families have to bear A+l the expenses of the families

out of the income of agriculturaj products. The. following

table indicates the land hoiding.pattern in respect of cul-

fivable dand of the sample households,
& o

Iable =  XXVI
, e cultivable land possessed by  +l
Qi ¢ 5176 Of I y cne
Showing 'the sample households
Bigha Nowof h'-_IrUSC'hOlﬁS PeCutO the totaid
possassing lands sample househodds

Sizer of land in

Ljndlf-}si 7 §‘$2
g4z 13 13.82
- 2 ) 22 23:28
e ae 21 32.98
+1O ) iy & ; 4
TR : 9 ;'§§
50 :: : e -
420 = &.bﬁ‘l‘e 7 7045
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Income and Expenditure

While detérmining income and expenditure in a
“tribad setting, ‘the investigators are generally beset with
a big problem as the tribal people z2nd for that matter
almost all the rural people do ngt gencrally keep account
of income and expenditure. Excent the few sxlaried group
the income of general cultivators is highly variable, so
also-the expenditure. sometimes social obligations compel
fellow villagers to mee¢t certain expenditures even though
a family is hardly capable to do so. Besides, the income
of the forest vyillagers now-a days is restricted as earning
through casual employment in the forests has been'curtailed.
The villagers have to meet multifarious family expenditures
by selling paddy although most of the families are hardly
able to sell paddy after meeting the annual requirement.
Some families, however, carn cood amount from Rabi crops,
betel leaves and nuts €tc. The people cultivaté their

own lands and share crcpping is almost nil.

In the sample villages under study we find that
mbst of the families iLe. 39 (41.48%) fall within the annual
income range of £5.2000/- to #.4000/- each which is below the
poverty linec. To be specific 19 Ngs.{20.21%) of families earn
R5.2000/~ to 8.3000/- each annuzlly while the annual earning
from all sources of 20 Nos (21.28%) of families falls within
the range of P3,3000/~ to Rs.4000/= each.. There is only
one family the annual income of wiich is below P:5.1000/- and
Bhils famil& depends mainly on begging and day labouring for
its sustenance. There are 13 Nps.(13.83%) of families in the
income range of R.4000/- to [:.5000/~ while similar numbers
of families are‘also found in the income range of R5.5000/~
to Bs.6000/~. Four numbers of families fall within the annual
income range of I5.6000/- to Bs.7000/-. Upto this income level

the overall economy of the families is by and large,pyiti-
iyl the context of growing familv members,

able spmecially In

1
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increased cost of living and lesser scope of additional
earning. We have observed that families earning 5. 7000/~t0

[s.8000/~ per annum cach have some what better living stand-

ard and in our study we find S (5IE80% ) NasNof such families.

The affluent familie numbering 16 (20%22%) within e
income range of 05.8000/- to 15,15000/~ and above each,

(69}

mostly belong to the families heving at least one emploved
person cach or enjoying facilities of loan' from DLR.DLAL

on I.B.D.P. or specialls Forest Village Development Sl

In Amguri (D Block) Forest Village one household having
20 members has an approximate annual income of 15.66000/-.
This family has employed persons besides the cultivable

lands. Similarly a Deori houschold of Madhupur Deori Forest

Village has an annual income B of i5.,26400/=. This family
too has a few employed persons. The following table shows
the income spattern of the Samplc houscholds in the surveyed

villages.

Table = XXVIT

Showing annual income by households alongwi th
percentage distribution

No.of households B G

Income group in
\Bupees SReA - i 0N

Below 1000/-

5t
=
o
o
(9

0 000/ NIL
1000/~ to 2000/~ N o
2000/~ to 3000/~ 19 D202
3000/~ to 40060/~ 20 28
4000/~ to 5000/~ }g 13.83
5000/~ to 6000/- 3 13.8§
6000/~ to 7000/~ D 1,95
7000/~ to £000/- - 2.32
3000/~ to 10000/~ .38
10000/~ to 15000/~ S 6.38
15000/~ #&nd above i 7.45
by e T B e T e T N e i R 9‘:1‘ pih D R e SIS ,_TL{_)‘_é D‘_O_O__ g
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The majority of the fa milies (98 3%) depend
wholly upon agriculture which is 1ce;ed as grimary
occupation. I+ is seen that 11 Ngs (11 7%) of households |
\

do not depend upon agriculture as they do not possess the ‘
minimum agricultural land. The-se families earn their live-
lihood by serving as day labourars, Similarly there are

0/ \

only 11 Nos.(11.7%) of householcs which has subsidiary
source of income.

In the tribal miliei)cottage industry ha's'vast
po tentéaiity as the tribal people generally are experts in
Exri cocoon rearing and weaving. All the tribal women
weave ciothes in their loems and thus the womenfolk contri-—
bute largcly towards a self-sufficient family econemy.
Tragiditonally each household;  possesses a loom and c¢lothes
are woven in these looms for all the members of a family. .
However, in our sampble study \ 2 find 67 (71.27%) Nos.of
households axre poverty stricken and they are not in a

position to maintain ldoms.

Bee keeping is considered as a good subsidiary
.I.

income in a rural setting. In case of. tripal forest villages

(€))]

we have a depressing experience as we find only one h8use-

hold having bee keeping as an additional source of income.

The forest villagers depend upon cash crops
as additional source of income. liystard secds,jute,betel
leaves and nuts,winter vegetables are sold in the village
or in the weekly hats. As mentioned elsewhere,homestead
lands are not enough in most families under survey,the earn—
ing from'Cash Cropsiis restrictedutol limited numbers wof
families. Thus we have only 19(20.2%) households having
suppite ‘agricul tural productss s @nly ST IR NesE SISO GF
households use local weekly or bi-weekly hats to sell
their surplus agricultural products to the Deswalli and

Bengali traders in the villages.

~ i
OB Ddie



Expendi ture Pattern 3

As in the.case of income,thel villagezs generally

do not keep any record of their expencitures and the data
incorporated here are based meinly on disclosures made by
the informants Twenty four (25.95%) punbers of families

spend 15.3000/~, #.4000/~ =2ach pver annum and the corres-
ponding figure of families in the income group is only

20 Nos.(21.27%). Same is the case with families spanding
Rs.4000/- ,85.5000/~ per annum. In this category we have
17 Nos.(18.08%) of families but the number of families in
the corresponding income slab is 13 ( 13.82%). In the
annual incomc slab of B5.5000/- ,R:.6000/- we have 13 Nos.
of families while in the same snnual exvenditure slab the
number of families is only 10. Suych families are in a
But no such family having bank

position to save money.
" the families have utili-

account has been traced. i
sed the savings in giving loans to fellow villagers at

e

Same is the case in the income

expenditure slab of Rs. 6000/~ to 8.7000/-,k.10,000/~ to

15,000/~ and R.15,000/~ and above.

nominal interest.

I the expenditure slab of Bs.7000/- to Rs.8000/~
and Bs.8000/~ to ®.10,000/~ we find eicess expenditures.
In the former category therc are 7 Nos,of households
5 Nos.cf households in the income

although there are only S
slab. Similarly there are 8 Nos.of families whose expen-
diture slab is Rs. 8000/~ to 10,000/~ whereas the figure in

the same slab in the inccme side is 6. The positiion is

shown in a tabular form below.

Contds54rt
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Table -  AAVIII

Showing the approximate annual expenditures of the
sample housenholds

g, éxgenditﬁré Range Nojof hous2holds Pncnfo tot;l g
households
Ps.1000/~ to 2000/- 1 1.06 i
£5.2000/- to 3000/— 15 15.96
ks,3000/~ to 4000/- 24 725) 51
15,4000/~ to 5000/- 17 18.08
£5.5000/~ to 6000/~ 110 10. 64
13,6000/~ to 7000/- 3 3.19
fs.7000/~ to 8000/~ 7 7 .45
D5, 8000/~ to 10000/- 8 8.52
£:.10000/~ to 15000/~ S 5,32
Rs.15000/~ above 4 4509
SRR oS BRI 0 500 ]
For the majority of the villagers saving is an
. As mast ox the tribal. forest. e e s Vs

unthinkable propositlon.
villagers live from hand to nouthylarge chunk of ‘the expen— -

oces to purchase of
33 (35.10%) out of 24 Nos.of sample fami-

food itemns. A sizeable .number
~of families 1i.€-

lies spend 70 to 80 bt
4 Another 24 Nos (25.545) of families spend 60 to 70 per=
~ Another. 24 NoS-

cent of the dncome on food items. Fifteen number (15.95%) o
of families spend 80 to 90 percent of the income. on food :
while 11 Nos.(11-71%) of families Sﬁéﬂd 50 to 60 percent
of the income on food alone. Thus 83 Nos.(88.29%) of fami-

: + of 94 sample families spend 50 - 90 percent . of
AT i nc ome on food. This ‘amply shows the pitiable
theuaniuali £ the tribal forest.villagers. The

mic. copdi UL ongE ‘
.o shown in & tabular form below
on 1

percent: ot the income on food items.

econo

'positi

| iy TRy
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Table = *Aln
Show1ng the pattern of @prndlture - family basis
No.of Iamllles k el to tota¢ P (EO the annual income
families Spcnt on food items
NI Soh s (R — W 1)
1 1.06 =090 =0 20
TN T 1 50N o e RIS Ot =1 S L3 0)
1 1.06 + 30 - 40
9 9298 + 40 -~ 50
11 10 7 + 50 ~ .60
24 25.954 e O IS ISR )
33 8O0 T OISO
15 S e95 + 80 - 90
S 190.00 :
Expenditure Pattern on Education

The percentage of literacy among the scheduled
tribes of Assanm 16‘96.04.f ale 34.62 and female 17.16) .as
per 1971 Censuso Thi OVQJéﬁ? percentage of literacy,
however,cannot g Ve sa . truepicituresoffehel bitte vacyusitandard
of the tribal forest villagers in as much as 34 Nos.of

Fis. 7 Y b R . 5
sample families (36.,187) cannot spend a single paise. on

education 1n a Year.
school going boys and girls but the utter helpless

It is not that these families do not
pOSSess
economic condition deters these families from spending
anything worthwhile in education,the need of which has not
been aporeciated. Thus 31 Nos.(32,98%) of families are in
a position to spend 0-25 of the annual income on education.
Similarly the number of families spending + 2 - 4% of the
annual income on education is only 20 (21.,28%) . Very

A : My y
negligible number of families 1.€. 5 (5,32%) spend some

-
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amount on education while only 3 Nos.(3.194) of families
are in a position to spend + 6 to 195% of the annual income
on education. The lone excepticn is a family which has a
very sound economy that could spend 255 and above of the
annual income on education. This variable,however does

not give a true picture as the common villagers are in a
very vulnerable position in the economic sense. The picture

is shown in a tabular form below

Showing the expenditure paﬁtgrn on education in
the sample families

No.of families Percentage P.C.of the annual income
Spent on Education

34 368 NIL
31 32.98 02p

20 2l 25 e

5 5 .32 A

1 106 +6 - 8

NIL — e = +8 -~ 10

2 Dl =115

NIL )i +15 - 20

1 i 018 S e AR

B4 NGB (0000 LR U R

Expenditure on Dress
So far as expenditure on dress item is con-

cerned ,even the poorest of the poor cannot but spend
’ -

certain amount on dress items under compulsion. It has been

observed that 44 (46.81%) Nos.
spend 5 - 10% of the income on dress items each. Three
(3.19%) numbers of families can spare only 0-5% of the
annual inc ome on adress each while 27 Nos.(28n73:é) of tne

famjlies are able to spend 10-15/% of the income on dress

cach., Only 7 Nos-
to spend 20-25% of

f families are in a position to

(7.44%) of families are in a position
the income on dress each. It may be

G antdis B
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" mentioned here that most of the families spend the above

mentioned percentage of income on summer dress items alone
and the people,by and large,cannot afford to buy warm clothes
except some coarse and cheaper variety of winter clothes and
wrappers. The table below shows the annual expenditure
pattern under dress items in the sample villages.

Table — XXXI

Showing the expénditure under dress items in the
sample families

i Eoat e T e T o S o BT

No.of families Percentage P.C . of the annual
income spent on
dress
VRS 3.19 o B
44 46.81 e 10
57 ' 2603 +10- 15
13 f 118 L B i =)0
7 : 7.44 +20 - above
SR e s s L SR T

Expenditure on Festivals and _Socio-Religious Occasions:
Another major source of expenditure of the

tribal forest villagers is the festivals including socio-

religious occasions like marriage,death,name giving ceremb-

nies etc. These are unavoidable expenditures as the obser-

vance of these 0C
mutuality. But it is also a fact that pany/ families are - -

becoming poorer due to excess spending in some occasions which

3 done.mainly to maintain the social status in the society.

The educated sections aIe sealre Indthsgova L effegts of such

excesses but they are A mak? SpiTeng bt ﬁ0¥é71n this

regard. We have secen that O?ly 2 wof.(2.12%) of

nof spending anything on socio-religious occasions and these
. ; stricken cases. Fifty two (55.32%)

erty
re extremely pover o/
a < s spend +5 - 105 of the income each in

casions increase¢s the social cohesi8n and

amilies are

numbers of familie

Contd.58.
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41%) of the sample families

festivals while Z2 Nos.(23.
spend +10 - 15/ of the inceme each- i festive gceasions .
Although we find 6 Nos.(6.39%) of families spending

+15 = 20% and 2 Nos.(2.12%) of families spending +20-25%

of the income in festivals,other income categories have

also similar desire to spend in festivals but for their
pitiable economic conditiocn. The few extravagant fami-
lies which spend frecely in festivals cause unwholesome
effect on the rest of the families who spend more than
scala

their assets support thereby e
Table below shows the expenditures incurred

aline! e Eeeilail

imbalance.
in festiyals and other socio-religious occagsions.

lablé e X/u\. TT

[ -

Showing the annual expenditure under festivals
ar.. socio religious occasions (family basis )
No,Of families pOI‘CE’YTtaQ‘e BLC. of inc ome Spant
B e T e SRR B ooy sl el e il
5 DI, NIL
10 10.064 =
55 23.41 +10 -15
6 6. 39 +15=~ 20
2 Bl % st ‘C -dbOVe
=t e I ' 100,00 ; D
i ¢9+ 2 o LS R % % F LT = = - e
Expenditures. OQ_Qﬁhﬁg_éo cial Ubligations
Seme is the case in Trespect of expenditures

on 'Other Social Opligations' - A sizable section (24 Ngs
of families) of the families os tribal forest village is
position to spend O
head while 25 Nos.of families can

=5 pP.c. each . of the ‘annual

not in a

income uynder this

_100% each
Thn‘}T‘G
o to spend +10-15% coch of the incore

are in G PoOsSLTLt

e of the income under this head of
spend +5 . ]
are only 4 Nos.of families which

expenditure.

Contd .59.
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inSoithe nlsiocaafl N obils ol NoR CIMPA negligible 2 Nos.of families
spend +:15 = 20% each of the annual income on this item.

The above analysis pin points the overall frustration of

a overwhelming section of the families because when a

family fails to attend a relatives marriace or death cere-
mongy one can imagine the tension of tne family suffers from,
which showever, is subdued because of the socio-psycholcgical
situatien the family has been placed into. These frustrations
lead ultimately to family disintegration and social conflict.

The position has been shown in the tabular form below

nelsile - =, SoeT

Showing the annual expenditure under other social
obligations — Family Basis

s — wme e

Nioe of £ amisies Percentage P.C.of income spent

under other social

. _Obligations _

39 41 .49 8 i 5
26°59 5 0
25
: 4 4.96 oL e S
2 Aol +15 - 20
T TR R 100.00 AN AT

Exﬂ@ﬂditunguqn.Haakta

A+ a glance the expenditure pattern under the head
picture which beliss the actual situation

health shows 4 ¥ . !
3 I+ has been seen that 4 Nos.of families are not

to spend anything on health,
ilies do not have health

alling -
preva g Casually one may

i sition
in a positl I
plnjcn ‘that thf:'se T am

form an O ey actual field situation shows a different

problems. ~se families need medical - : i
Actually these 1a - e cal attention most

picture. c condition £35 such that they can hardly

but thelir economl

Contd. 604



6U

afford the madical expenses. MMaturally they resort to
indigenous treatment of the diseases and in many cases the
SREibalens chtzs  The villages are generally not linked up with
the P.W.D. road with good roads and due to lack of transport
facilities the poor tribal families cannot bring the patients
to the nearest dispensary. The very forest environment in
which these people live make them vulnarable. The people
are economically backward and even though they desire to
bring a doctor in cass Of strious ailments,the cost factor —
deters them from doing sc. Thus we find only 2 families which
spend O0-1 percent cach of the annual income on health care.
Twenty five numbeIrs of families are in a position to Spend

1 of the annual income on health. Onpe

@]
—

1 s A e nh e e et
family spends +8 = 1
+ 110 = 12 pericemcien health care. These families maintain

a sound economic standard.
health care in the sample tribal forest villages.

per cent and another family spends

@)

The following table shows

the positicn of

Table - XXXIV

annual e¢xpenditure on health care

S 1y oW (IRl : : :
2 RRYe? — Family Basis

= -... G u‘,_.‘,p'.,‘ chE v p::'j_"C;‘T-J'tE'.(:;'J P.C.of the annual inceme
No.of familics ¢ PC .ot the annugl dncen
4.26 NIL
45 18.09 S
']r"7 26.59 N8
2:)‘ 9958 + 4 L 5
: 13.83 e T
e 1.06 T
: 1.06 +10- 12

£

\
{

| !
S

4

{ t
i

\

.”JJJJ”{adtdd‘d

13

L}
)
\

1
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The savings habit of the people is not reckon=
able. Only 5 (5.31%) Nos.uf households have some savings
each but do not possess any savings account in post office
or bank. Three (3.19%) families can save some amount and
they have savings back account also. Apother three families
are 'in a position to save regularly. . The savings ranged
from Es.100.00 to B5.4,500.00 annually . Out of these eleven
numbers of families there is one (1.06%).family which can
save #.100,00 only in the year under survey. The savings
of 2 Nos.(2.12%) of familie§ in a year each are Rsi.700.00.

Another 2 Nos.of families save B5.600.00 each in a year. Ope ..

family saves #i5.400.00 annually. Rest five . numbers of
households save in four figures ranging £rom Rs.1000.00

to Bs.4500.00 each in a year. It may, however be noted
that savings arc not.inferm all along and there may be
saving in a particular year in a family while the same
family may experience severe hardship in the next.year
du¢ to illnpess in the family or bad weather conditions

in the peak agricultural scason. Thus savings especially
TS aNE DS et T ngdOn Ot Ml waiviceincilcaten. . Ak

sound economy.

cxcess Expenditurss

Fhgrciars 160N s8I 75024 casesof lexcess
expenditure and the excess in two cases exceeded more than
one thousand each. These excess expenditures are mainly
due tte illnessiiini the family.  Bhese 'are 6 '(65.38%6) Nosh
of households which are spending more than the annual income.
Each of thesc families is spending Rs.200.00 excess., Ope
family spends 0i5,100.00 in excess while another 7 Nos.
of families spend Rs.350.00 to 15.900.00 each in excess.

(@)
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Indebtedness

Trikbal indebtedness cuts at the reoct of ‘the
tribal economy and it is the single factor which is by and
Targe MresponsibilieMEor  theNpithahl ciecononie condition of
the tribal forest villagers. The incidence of indebtedness
prevails for a long time and most of the tribals arc
perpetuallyindebted to the Fahajans or middlemen. L s
to be noted that the villag:rs g=nerally hesitate to ceveal
the lowm.position and therefors the data prescented here
have been based. cn half hearted replies of = the unwilling
tribal forest villagers. Mych pursuasion is NcCeSSary
to collect data on income sSavings and indebtedness from
the tribal forest villagers. It has besn found tha th 115 Nos
(15.95%) of the households have outstanding loan amounting
to i5.100.00 ~#200.00 ecach at the time of survey. Ejght
(8.51%) househelds have loan ranging from Bs.400.00 — 600,00
cachs; one (1.064) household ' has loan cutstanding amounting
to Bs.700.00e N2l (D01 2%) heusshnlds have vutstanding loan
amounting to #.800.0C - 1000.00 cach: another 2 (2,12%
house holds have an cutstanding loan ranging from Rs.100C.00
= 13500.00 eash and one huusehold has outstanding loan in the
range of &.1500.00 ~ 2000.00. Thus out of 94 houscholds
33 (35.10%) Nss.of househ 1ds have outstanding loans in

@
o

cash, The pusition is shown in tabular form below

Table -  XXxv

Showing outstanding loan in cash on the date of Syrvey
i —SEan e Baci s

I‘\E—Q:_Of l’;OUse—h Bl S B S ER R L gl ﬁ.c..ausuh\ . ._;_-..:,.._._.
15 15.95 100.00 - 200,00
8 B O AERDOD J0 M 400.00
P 4.26 + 400.00 - 600.00
1 1.06 + 600.00 - 800.00
2 2-12 '1_ BOOoOO - 1000000
5 2,12 +1000,00 ~1500.00
1 s 068 1500 0 ~2000,00
; = v g :

. L Y
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Besides the above loane®s,there are small loaness
WE& take small loans below [:.100.00 from fellow villagers
and these are repaid generally just after the harvesting
operation. Lgans in kind are generally taken from fellow
villagers and these are repaid with interest after the
harvesting season. There is one such case in a family
which borrowed 10 mounds of paddy with interest payable at
the rate of 2 mounds for every mound of paddy borrowed,
after the harvestinc secason.

Sources of Lgan :

The villagers take the small loans from the Marowari
businessmen _<who maintain grocezy shops near the forest
villages. Bengali Mahajans also give loans to the forest
villagers. The forest villagcrs take loans from other
sources like fellow villagers, Deshwali traders, local
Fiaha jans! eitew) I our sample villages we find that 15 Nos.
(15.95%) of households take loans from Marowari Mahajans
at variable rates of interc¢st. Ope such household has
to pay 255 half yearly interest,another househsld pays
O nte st par montn, 12 Hos.of households pay 10%
interest per month while only one household gets loan by
paying 9% interest per month. There are 8 Nusn(8.51ﬁ).of
househdlds which tak: loan from Bengali Mahajans by paying
8% interest p.m. The feliow villagers also give loans
to the ncedy persons and in our sample study we find
6 Nos.of such families. Oyt of those 6 Nos, 4 Nos.get the
joans without paying any interest, one family pays 10%
interest per month, while another family is requircd to
pay 3 mounds of paddy in licu of Rs.100.00 borrowed in the
gean months. ‘The amount of paddy has to be paid just
after the harvesting operation. Two households are in-—
wari) traders but the borrow.rs

{

dubted to Deshwalli (Biha
have not to pay any intercst.  There are twoe houscholds

which arc taking loans from local Mshagan who are mostly



A1t

owners of grocery shops., On¢ houschold pays! 20% ‘interest
£or thepettyv loans while anether pays 2 and1/2

-

per month
e e Rl Blen seveuai sl gmiinete seal dlom o
f5.160.00. Ircidentally it may be mentioned that most of

the above mentiored lcances are periancntly indebted to

the traders and Mahajans because they have to meet the
family requirements for which flow of cash is not regular.
The loans taken by 33 Nos.of houseg have been utilised

for multifarious purposes like dauéhter’s marriage ( 1 Ng

of househuld), performing death rites ( 2 Nas.of households) ,
meeting expenses in connection with visiting distant
relatives and meeting social obligations ( o Nos.of house-
holds), treatment of discases ( 5 Nos.of households),
marriage of a relation ( 1 Ng.of household) , performing
religious occasion ( 1 No.of houschold) Majority of the

indebted houscholds i.c. 21 Nes.take loans to meet the day

to day expenses.

Repayment of Loans :
As regards repayment, 11 Nos.of households have
not repaid the loan on the date of sgrvey. Nine houscholds
have repaid 30% to 50% of the loans each while 8 Nos.of
households are in a position to repay only 30% of the loan
each at the time of the survey. There are 3 Nos.of housc-
holds which could repay 50% of the loans cach and only
2 Nos.of households are in a positicn to répay the entire

amount of the loans.

The above pen picture indicates a disheartening
situation of the tribal economy in the tribal inhabited
forest villages which requires attention from the Authori

tizs coneermed.

Contd.65.

-



The tribal forest villagers are eager to

3y

receive industrial loan but except 3 Nps.of households others
are not getting industri-1 loan. The main constraint in

this respect is the non po ion of transferable right
of lands which are under o Clpaiion of the tribal forest

T
a few villagers are getting loans from

H

dwellers. Furthe
various sources for starting small scale industries, Tyo

families of Amguri Forest Village under Digboi Forest
Division are getting loans from Life Insurance Corporation
of Indig, B;ock Development Authorities and Fishery Depart-
ment amounting to 15.20,000.00 for business purposes,
Bs.7,400,00 for a pumpset and 55 112510010500 £ o development

of fisheries recspectively. Similarly one Very enlightened
hupur Deori Forest Village of Dibrugarh
to obtain varioys kinds of
forest land for a period

Deori family of Mazd
Forest Djvision has been able

Fa ]

loans by mortgaging 15 Bighas c

of seven ycars.

o

Livestock ¢

The tribal foreethvitillagers tane not Possessing

sufficient livestock although the villagers are primarily
Lty 45 found fthatsthererart i 20 (21927%) house

farmers.
-l l'( r,!
eaeh'y 8 S 8519 households having

-holds having 2 bullccks
3 bullocks each, 15 (15.95%) households Naving 4 byliocks
each and 1 (1.06%) household having one bullock inp the

surveyed villages. Cows are not reared in Sufficient num-—
bers and it is found that 9 Nos.(9.57%) of households have

o ] ~ = A
one cow each, 4 (4.25%) Nos.of households haye 2 cows each

and another 4 Nos. of househoulds have 3 cows €ach.' Ssimi-
larly buffalo rearing is also not commoen among the Pribad
forest villagers. Only 12 (?2.76}3) Nos . of hOUS':hf;lds

possess one buffalo ecach and 7 Nos.(7.44%) ¢ o R

MR uffaloes each. More than cn
are maintalnlﬂg 2 b.,]f..dlUL...z h VIQI € thdn GO,/J Of the

& g 1 2
At .l A
SAUC I R M O 7



households possess poultrics on an average of 3 poultries

per family. The pigs have sccio-religious significance
among the tribes and mpst of the tribal families desire

to rear Pigs. But duc to financial difficulties many
families are not in a position to rear pigs. We find 12
(12.76%) Nos.of families having cne pig each, 8 (8.47%)Nos
of families having 3 pigs each, 11 Ngs.(11.70%) of famil;;;
having 2 pigs each and 2 (2.12¥) of families having 4 pigs
each. Duck rearing is not very popular and only 15 Nos,d
(15.95%) of families have been found to be possessing 3

ducks each in the sample households.

Household properties -
As mentioned earlier, the tribal forest villagers

arc a depressed lot of people and they are living under

acute poverty condition. The pitiable economic condition
of the vil_agers has been ref ected in their T e e
dition and items of material culture. Out of 94 Nos.of
households 17 Nes.(18.08%) have
each, 32 Nos.(34-04f) of houscholds have 2 units thatched

3 units thatched house

L ¢/ e £ ot 3
cach 6 Nos.(6.35%) of households have one unit nonty
¢ (S

i =0/ Lt
ST Nos.(4.25%) have 2 units thatched kachcha

house each, 6 Nos. have one unit Thatched

house
house

Agsam type
Kachcha Assam Type house each, 25 (26.59%) Nos.have 2

units Kachcha Assam Type and Thatched house each, 2 Nos
have Pucca Assam Type house each while one household has

4 Units Thatched house and another household has 5 Units

Thatched housc in the sample villages.

The Eorest Department, of late prohibits +he
villagers from using the house building materials
without getting prior written order from the appropriate
authorities. The villagers,however,may collect the required
house puilding materials like thatch,bamboo,Ikxra etc.on
+to the local Divisional Forest Officer /Range

54 has ofso been obcerved that the Fo’r'e’st-
)

forest

application

Favest Officer:

Contd .67



Villagers are prucuring the available housc building
materials and firewoud NS PHGE oRT ths restriction and

the Forest Department shows liberel attitude in this
regard in view of the Prevailing pitiable economic
condition of the forest villagers., ngch;953°19% of the
households replied in affirmative to our gquary whether the
Forest Department ¢has provided housc¢ building materials
fnaeNoficlosit ol hoE L oTUsT villagers. Remaining 46.80%
of the houscholds replicd in A¢gative. Porhaps Forest
Department had to stop supplying housc building materials
free! of tcost, intvicw ‘offfillegail felling of trocs and

unauthorised x occupation of forest waste lands.,

As regards movable propertics the tribal
forest villagers have very little Propurties worth the

name: We tried to-clicit information Tégarding poussession
of wrist watches,bicycles,;transistor radio scts,bullock

carts fj_,cf‘\j_ng implumcnts utczby the peupl\: and it is
? S u i

found that 63 Nps.(67.02%8) of houscholds POSSess one bicycle

HNoBE ) SeP hous Shoilds POSsuss 2 bicycles each,

cach, ‘4 Nos. (4
2 Nos.(2.12¥) possess 3 picycles cach. Forty six (48.93%)

d have on: transistir radio scts SEleiar,

numbers of hcusehol
[ e "r/'\l
Similardy B0 Nos (53 194])

’

ind. o A \ ) | ) 3 { 1"‘ 5 -
Wwate h e ac hiy e u;sn(/.4¢~; of househclds have 2 wrist

of ‘husehdlds have one wWrist

( i) ) Y B e o=
watches each while one (1.06:) houschold POSSEsses 4 Nos.,

of wrist watches.
Bullock carts azc cssential mode of Cranse
bullock carts are alsy uscd

port in the triballisetting:
0 G SR fire~wooud,cowdung <tc¢. In the sample Villagus (-
only 33 Nos. (35.10%) of ﬁauSUh@lds POSs¢ssing one |
pullock cart each. Tin S URE b Dal iutti?g plough is also
counsidered as a movable property. We fipeg 61 Nos . (64 .89%)

households possessing one plough each,18 No%.(19,14%)
of huvusenoit

find

1ds pussessing 2 plougheeach,3 Nos, (3, 19%)
B e O pr 2. Nos B os12% -
ing 3 ploughs ¢ach, 2 Ngsi(2, 10%) Possessing 4
ssessi F ' : I _
ey 1 wandl o one ndmer xa,tv-)w~eem5q;ng 3 "N 36 oF

il : e no Famidd e 0(0 net pbes S8Ssg l_;l uah.
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imilanIyrfishang net isalso cUnslderd®ase a
- & C
CONTEX RIS thol tind baills fien st i o e

pruperty in the
situation and itlisit ouneEha & SN s (o8 Rrno IS L I o
holds possess one fishing net cach,8 (8.51%) Nos.of house—
holds possess 2 fishing nets each,and 37 Negs.(39.36%0) of
hous<holds possess one fishingdnet anditne P iJalcseie @ 5N
indigencus fishing implement used in shaliow waters)each.
Twenty two (23408 NEc ne RS sEs's any fishing implemuntu

In the any other categury we find the following
jtems int the, sanplcierba IERCEEc IRV IBN G c s NTiH =6 (SR icd)
households possess one 'Thela! with bicycle wheels,3 Neos

2 A oS .

of househulds pussess Threshing Machines, one (1.,06%)

houschuld pussess-:one shallow tube well for irrigation
purpose, cne houschold possusses a water pump and another
houschold possesses a Huller Machine.

Felt Necds

et N
Magjonity uf i ther hils sholds sundepisurvey i, e .

49 Nust(iTa*qf} felt tho acute shurtages of cultivable land.

As mentionc slsewhere the originall land allotted to the

z - i3 £ e -1 - £ et - ~ i
£ ampil e nad been ' fOT thel gr mented among the scns and
mih e ela 18 made vr can be made against

no further allotme
the off--springs.

The fopest villagers cimpare their lot with

tRAt O the neighpouring co=villagers ocutside the reserved
forests who
themselves

Je it vidlaguToye s
such facilities and in the sample villages

have improveld their economic condition by avail-
i of the Departmental loan and subsidy. The
fore
theysdell manc

_of househaolds feltisuch nevds, for improve-—

00 (21.285)1C 30
At their <Ct numic condition.
me ! :

ddbpiveds ot suah ach Lities & " Herce
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While dealing with infrastructural facilities
mention has been: ™ - about thz inadequacy uf health
facilities in the tribal firest villages. = Although enl
4 (4.25%) Nps.of families expressed about the &nade'i' {
ofi " he alfthEfacitliteaic SERISEalCICIERININE FRCEF i 4-;re32icy
suitable medical facilities in ur near the villages ;

Another important felt need of the forest

D"

@)
villagers is.the all wealthqr roads and marketing faciliti
) = = - LSS ¢

Perhaps this
,all other development activities are possible only whe
' n

Harticular Ffeltinecd dese o . =
8 need caeserves prime lmpOI‘tanCc

AS ki
4- ~ Y L. =] NN YA (¢
there are guod all weather roads. In this case also enly

10 (10564%) Nos.of householcs f2lt the need which.however
2 2 : i 3 CT,
is not the indicator of satisfactory road condition for the

L = — (@] @) ~
rest of the tribal forest villagars.,

The nerest villagers have to walk long distances
¢ _

to the nearest wec kly hats. The villagers want that the

Forest Authorities
forest villages.

should arrange weekly hats near the
i =

- ’1 -tr/
Ve find only 6 (6.387) Ngs.of households who are

; tJ A o
dpinking water facilities. T+t does not

cmanlan gL
3 'f"’j(lj' are \J(_"" Sy
tC l’\\ weverl s tha G e ¢ €l "‘”‘-ll--lﬂ;ng Wat(}r f:\cili_

_I_ﬂ‘_llC(u

ties in rest ©
d about the basic needs like food and shelter

£ the housgholds. The villagers are so much

hard presse
that they VeT

,)[‘ (.:'[ IIICdiCal
i AN S ~
orials free of cost from the =
e forests. Five house

y often forget about other neecds like potable

centre near the villages. They want house

puilding m
holds (5.3%%)

is the gpneral
villager rS,however,

rom the reserved forests and the Aythorities

felt the necd of such facilities,although this
demand of all the forest villagers Mo
DR lostt Ol
the forest are procuring the house build-
terials f

ing ma
nt view-

take lenié€
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areas have the prcblem cf elephant menace as the elephants

destroy the padly creps The villagers demand sutiable

measures to remove this menace .

Creation of cmployment opportunities to the
unemployed] youths is urgently necded as the unemployed
youths appear to be burden in the families., They cannot
be gainfully employed in agricultural activities as culti--
vablc plots of land are diminishing per houscholds.

We have already mentioned about the educational
backwardness of the tribal forest dwellers. The people want
better educational facilities near the forest villages.

Enquirics have bEcnmas alaD Ou tEEREEEEC 1Rt iels

by the Forest Department and we have a mixed

e e ek & ! ) b
in this Teganl Twenty seven (28.725)Nos . of

respounse

famili<s _yprusscd satisfaction over the Fortst Department's
ﬁelp oL FE DY) forest viilagers. Theyopine that the o
allows them
materials and
holds are Nk

=S nut allow
Tho V3

L1l

the reguirced house-builling
Another 15 (15.95%) Nes.of house—

b=

nappy as the Feorest Department allegedly

+he villagers to collect the house building

o1 howeveT,  mapage toledllect’ some  of theé

AL L (=4
matelidlse ; ) NS L
; o materials R omBthe et tinesius: s By s uio

e b4 11 n
ouse buildl ]
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Findings and Conclusion

Mych pas been discussed about the socio-ecenomic
cndition of tribals,both hills and plains of Assam,but no

“ apodhy of the socio-ecvnomic condition of the schoduled

trib:.:'S liVj.r::' "Jithil’} th\: I\;S-.:I'\;'.,-"_‘., f'\_‘.r _-S'LS hDS Y'\-"L bk, N m__.“:

cadés have passcd ipitheltienselsunglestand tthc i pecplEte auill
nat lge th any oppOor tURIEY § EOSECUEENINER e N vaingiic dna it cillbnis o

Gl

the uutsiA& worldl.

« The tribes under the rescepvelforusts belong to

various ethnic  groups such as Bero-Kachari,Rabha, Miri
{Mishing), Lalung (Tiwa), Deori, Soniwal Kachari,Barmans

Oft Cachariand

Karcbis. o Majer 0 gPSUIVUﬂ forosts I T
| e v A L
plains arvas of Assam and natursllyiplains tribes are

found in sizable numbers dins the e SRy EUINE Jrlict ol They
are guverned under the Rules fiur stablishmnent 6f £opest
villages —d cverall provisics of the Assam Forest Requ-

(Vol=T)L. BEcause augfd Ehdsisheculifariors lLluﬂ
villagesudormotsicom&Eiuntder the DUIVch

£t o) Act ox the el Joy ST To, 2L S Rusult

of SthE Donchayat
a3 1 el = U

TAL o0 5 S ne e e R e B N S e R R Elthe

is that thesd

Forost Dapar timen
She rusdmyel fer Geks the Authorities #olt the acutd shHorie
= vl S SR

J
+ lsinceinceptions  VASEer S thol Eunma i en wu'f

sl fliie Lk e e KiRa st lab gune e o thalrtinive telk
S nof | EanapLVaT ‘
: : [ Eo cume as day labgurers, the

Honce whocvel rogln te b nGEl T
s o4 bpovideld the minimum basic nucds by ¢stablish-
AuthJTitl c SRS IR o
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much better due to the
i

are sehemess

.

implementation of various tod e A I we .

As menticnéd ‘above, the tribal forest villagcers

are not in a position to get the benefits of Tribal Suyb Plan.

T :'e - La ! = — A i) T o
e tegrated Tribal Development Projects alse do not extend

LA

benefits ‘to theseipsople. | Thus most of the villagers

the
are living in a deplorable conditicn.. A gooud number of
fiet having easy communicaticn facilities.

villages ars=
Althcugh maje
or survey lie within O
roads, yet the coundition of these zcads is such that

ity (16 Ngs. ) of the tribal forest villages

un. S O e RnEAres Ted i

weatheT
for only Fonn

ually all weather.
~icture emerges ds o e S A e

or five meénths in. a year these rpa&%bucume
i At negarasiviNiagesrdaiia § v e Ry

disheartening
14 oft thel 24 Nos .of

LIRS
7
ondition of which “.UI‘lnq summer can be felt

~

S sare N oy - ¥
7 eSS surveyed have only fair weatner

Katcha roads the ¢

e dcscribcl= Three villages dave only foukt: tracks

rather T
insicde the villageSe

The inadeguacy of transport facility can be
fFrom the cituation found in 14 Nes.of villages where
FAshiia tey2deh Century bullock cart is used as sole

conveyance.

gaugeﬂ
even in
means ©f
far from a
health faciliti Al e
6 kms and Jp ol QLS tf r“°¢1VU’SUCh facilitie

l 2o villagesiiety situated at a distance of 11-15 kms

gimilarly health care facil

dequate. Three numbers of villages

es easily as the viliagers have to go beyond
es .,

f\kn chOI‘

2 No
from the
get arya s

nearest state dispensaries and the villagers hardly

eﬁicgl facility from these lispensarics,

The
Cnly
n to get such facilities within 0-2 kms from

nosition in respect ef veterinary dispensary
$ b e ‘_\_, A,
9

b bteT Nos.out of 24 Nos.of surveyed villages
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Ej oo L+

is ne
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f Ly per cent ufithe sihrveyed villages are

the Vi-iajqéa 24l
ot served by snitablelveterinary centres within & reason—
0

able distance om the villages.

! Pecple now-a-days depend mestly on private
medical. practiticners but for the forest dwellers they are

3

not within easy reach. Within 0-2 km distance from the
villages no private medical practitioner has been found.
The distance of the wvillages from ‘the place of privat

medical practitionessECER2INNGsIGR i ha MR Orc St Rl g cs

ranges from 11 to 45 kms

Pre primary educational facilities are not
adequate in these villages as only 5 Neos.of schppls have
been located in the 24 Nos.of surveyed tribal forcst

e prighter aspect of pre~ primary educational

The
standard of these schools cannct be under estimated. The
oL

percentags tribal students in these schouls is quite

S bAoAt
p_schools) are

schools (L.
sfactury @s oll the surveyed villageas have

ek
y which 1,519 SLHTER Sm far as lower Primary
concenned, thel'busition outwardly

appears tu be satdi
s ap S SRR b £ those ,¢ :
[P achopls it conditicn Of nost of these schuols,huwever,

catisfactory. “TRa Forest Department. muns two

is nL’t a‘t ...i_
and theé regti are managerd by the State

schnuols
numbers of scn 1 e P V. |
at ntary Education Directorate. . The pércentage of tribal
Elementaly ¢ ] o OB :

: junts i schools. ks surdiciently ‘high. Out of
stud«nts :
1481 stucen ol ellade A
1 pnumber of students arc attending midale schools, the

Al geus B

pr_‘.’xrc Gnt’?go

ri thest
e ?26(890539} peléng To  tribal communitics.,

4:53,. The position of girl 'students

peing &

schools is also
1 girl studénts are attending middle
condary <ducation the tribal students

Ay s encouraging in as much as
L 4= 7

attenfinq

- f of the&
8:’-38/ As Iugr“.\,ls sec

/ '*lSo & ar i ) 0
T vzyxd villages aré faring well, © Out of 437 Nos .
' 2 U RE A S : 10 J i _
of the 8 X . +tending H.E. schouls from the tribal forest
lenhs & ’ 1\ : :
ofhs bud £k o 392 (gg 7072) belong to tribal communi-

+riba

. A2 S as ; S T o - : -
Yk ' e equeati Rl ae ilities are not casily avail-
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£rom the villages.  The distance facton aldnGiwithiSthe S adn:

economic contition have ciﬂthfak many. stulents tc cut shurt
their educatitnalcareer, Dyl £0 non aveilab iy Non c&@%&gg,

b
and reqgular means of transpurt most of the students have to

discountinue their studics. In 9 Nps.of villages therelore
Vs

no callege going bo andtagirlsl and onily 6iNgsh 8 vl agds
have only one cullege geing student each. Number of girl

le [}

stulents are just half of ‘the tutal students attending from
these villages.

garding: studentstunderdBingiiothicn ¥ S BueEies

j)l- G
from the sample villagesthe pusiticon ds not gt all satisfactory.

gy find only seven studcnts in a1l stulying in Medical,

i 2

Tachnical Agricultural and Veterinary institutions and inter-
g X 3

~stinaly Ell hail from ond Decri village of Dibrugarh Forust
The only girl meldical stusent alsu hails from
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S ok e p S :
GELON f most of tne tribal forest willagers is 'such that

ol el QRS -~ o -~ a7 et 1. (iag3a s
the guardians can hardly meet the educational expenses of
their sons and daughters S R :

nd daughters. JQ‘LQQSJcVeLY household prefers to
el assistance from the sons and daughters in agricultural

pursuits as soor dnentconetuoy
pursul on 1ldren come up in ages. Thus edu-

ation gets secondary importance and ifn certain cases no
L G a T

importance at auldl 5

e dropout figures are more in the lower primary
which 1 tself sk antandicatonof tha mostipitiable
tRe S peoplar Ancther reason of dropbut
the tribal forest villages. Fload,

standard
economic condition of
. the adverse situation of

ar from wild ¢lephants,lack of transport and communication ¢

are the causes
ousness coupled
figurcs.

I—H }._;.

of educational backwardness. Lack of ik
29 e

with poverty condition have led to incrﬁzs
X A =

of drop out

As regards drinkinc water most of the villages

d upoun ring wellis
Manks e ndPnhiVe RS Eancisal B
i l © also used as the sources.

depen and katcha wells which cause great
health hazarde.

S tes R AR

village which, Tou, 2

water scheme 1is almost non existent except
in one s nct functioning till the time
i
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i : IRk et 1 y
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v llages iave been Supl ith 2 ringwells each. In one
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we L 1S san: ctions

Q) - T
ment Scheme 1984, 3 Nos.of sample

g for anothur tribal furest village
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their purchasing capacity is limited and the cwners of fair
price shops do not like to sell smaller 1}uﬂdﬂk@o‘r Hhe
grocery shops maintained by other pecple in the neighbourhood
are the only scurce of day to day essential articles.

operative societies are not established in

C o

t villages. The nearest Co-operative

any of thesc forcs
Societies too,”” o arc at a considerable distance from the

villaces. Socme Gaon Panchayat Samabai Samitis are situated

near the villages but the tribal people do not get the

required items at the - timedoiEnesc

The scheduled tribel/ communitics of the tribal
forest villages,like their breth&en outside the forest areas,

alsu poSSess required skills in small scale industries but

due to non availaobility
process the small scale and cottage industries

of raw materials and due mainly to

acculturation

yaaring sa far as the commercial aspect is concer—

are fast disapp
ned Whatever cottage industry is available,the same is
\: ° ’

‘ . on indivicdual plane. Almost every tribal L
£ ound only on indid 2 ) house

~e a loum and the womenfolk weéave clothes not
L S& SISC SRRt
hold pPo6S

He ] us e

il fuI‘ thelil X . |

on E oa gl shserved that the purchasing power of the tribal
It a el ~

forest villagess T loi‘;nd'inspéte e 0 iﬁdigenpus

: IR o T e S villagers are not in a position
skill they : a3 hes regularly. Only the people of two
to pr;duC; :215”ges are in a positicn to sell the products’
| 1 ingus ey In: Eoe
mboo pruducts like 'Dald!, 'Kharahi!,

put for use of all members of a family.

cloe
numbers ] weekly hats and these consti-
of househo

1l ~aving implements etc.
1Bisanl

W

The villagers ccnsider the cottage industry as
'CCUP@tiuno The raw materials are becoming
subsidiary 0 et the facilities provided by the Forest
scarce day by ot drastically curtailed. Hgwever,the
Dopartment ?izimi helped the forest villagers to meet some
jncy

T one . £k A
ad:litlgncl Jrr‘.:__} in 5;‘C¢a-l. wsiﬁeduco.hon s ame leQSS\-}S_‘
Gl Cl s
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lhe major prcocblim of all the sample villages is "the

insufficiency of cultivable land lack of transport and commu-
nication facalikticewand i aClaic arinking water and health
facilities. The nceds,however,differ from area to area.

Some forest villages may be flooud prone like the Madhupur
Deori Forest Village under Dibrugarh Forest Division while the
Gometha Forest Villa e under Sibsajar Forest Division badly

needs a linking road. Hecalth and Veterinary facilities are

totally inadequate in this village. The problem ajain is
differcnt in Garufella Tribal Forest Village under Kachu jaon
Forest Division where Garufella river causes heavy demaje to

: e = L
the cultivable lands. Individual household lands are already

insufficient and the erosion causes further damage to their

Duye to erosion theére is no connecting road with

economy .
- o 3 @ o (e AL : . > .
Jaleswari, a Jrowth centre. The L.P.school in the Vil lage s

~ 3 3 "'.-'1 ~1 (= st ":". i - e
?Qt to be prouvincialised and the singic tecacher's nominal pay
is given out of the house t¢ hijuse centributions of the

villagersS.
Unemployment situation prevailing in the tribal forest

villayes has worsened the cconumy. Ag many as 81 Ngs.of house-
holds‘out of 94 Nos.of sample househclds do nut possess any
an averags each c¢f these households

and Of

of cultivable land. Thus persons holding

service holder
100as

possess 8 Bidh: . 2 £ w e,

; tion lothez fthan for-st emvloyment are very few. There
occupatiocn &

are 49 Nos.9f SR

=g |
Villa;es and
in the
sufficient
semployed youths are found amony the Boro

~arecl Vi ths .1- the y 2
ployed youths in all the 24 Ngs,of smaple
ihey are mostly extra hands in théir respective
sense that ajricultural lands in these fami-
families to employ them profitably. As many
lies are It

as 30:Nos.of Y

+
L

surveyed villajges and all are e¢ither un-

A - tne
Kacharigs 20 1 Laaving Cortificate Examdn.+ .
7 1 High Sl AR S GEE Y Ale Examination

C,szu 2 = P R S Cie 1 b !

succ 4 4 G auESs T high schaool levels. The main reason
v s ts \_}J- re L -4 - ..' ~ .

s tuden e o affair 1'6 lack of suitable employment

for this St

opportunity:
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by trory

the forest villagers. Tp make the matter womse trespassing on
the cultivable %emésfiﬂanﬂfﬁaé:%ﬂk@n.?ﬂJCu._'Tthe‘£amilieé;have
been found td be withasut any.cultivable land and the elderly.
members of these families have teo maintain their respective
families by serving as day labiurcrsiinttheshouseholfds¥orsthe

.

fellow villagers.

Most of the families i.e. 39 (41.48%) Ngs.fall
within the approximate annual incime range of Bs.2000/- to
%.4000/- cach which is bélow the poverty line. - Apnual income
of one household is below 5.1000/- while the annual income
range of 30 Nos.of houscholds is within Bs.4000/- to Es=7000/-cach.

Majority of the families (88.3%) depend wholly
upon agriculture which is considered as primary occupation.
Eleven (11.7%) a{ e householls do not depend upen agricul-
ture as they do not possess the minimum ajricultural land.

These familices earn their liveiihood by serving as day labourers.

Sixty seven (71.27%) Nos.of households possess

looms ancd womenfolk weave clothes not only for themselves but
Y

also fur all the members of the femily. Rest 27 Ngs.of house-
a position to

holds are poverty stricken and they are not in

maintain loums.

As in the case of income, the villagers generally
do not keep any record of cxnmenditures. Fcod items constitute
the major source of expenditure. Seventy two N N o
spend 60 to 90 mer cent of the income on food each. Very less
aﬁount is spent on health care. Only Seventy three Nos.of

families out of 94 Nos .surveyed
annual incume.on he¢alth care each.

st L lntasposi tiFent to spend
o ent ©of the
1 t0 3 per (@

Similarly 34 Nos.(36.18%) of families are not
‘ 3 poqitiOn to spend even one rupee each for education of
n & e et s ¢
1 This shows the pitiable socio—-economic back-

eir wards. - R (2
i ¢r. teibal fovest wuagzﬁhs ngt} st bt

ﬂnidness of

e
-~ T (&
CAON T & \)1 3



of families spend 2 nominal 1 te 6 perceént each OTethe
annual income on education while unly NS N e s e
are.din position to spend 7 So 20 BEENCERTNEEC
v

So far as expenditure en dress itams is concerned
even the ' poordést ofithe pcor cannot but spend certain umoﬁ%t
in dress under compulsion. 'As many as 71 Nos.out of 94 Nos.
of families spend 5 to 15 ' percent of the annual income each

underStlintsihen

Another major source of expenditure of the tribal
forest Vlll“ﬁuro s U RE RIStV HES including SOCibmreliqious
occasions like marriage,death,name giving ceremonies etc,
These are unavoidable expenditures as the cbservance of these
0ccasions incregses the sceial cuhesion and mutuality. It is
also a fact that many familics are becoming fooreér due to
excess spenling in such cccasiuns which is done mainly to
maintain the social status in. the society,

T irespec tuoh expenaitures on other social oblji-
g?tldns a sizaple section of the tribal forest villagers is

~ond anvithing. i ; 9
notiin a positicn to spend any qug under this head. An

overall frustraticn looms large oecause when a family fails

Lativo Vshmazriegesuniideath curemony onée can
fomily suffers from which,however
A58 7

tolattend a re

imagine the tensicn the
is subdued becayse of tho socio-psychological situation

the families have beeén leCGJ hese frustratlan leady

ultimately to family disintegration and social conflict,

HILE @

s habit of the people is not reckonable

The savings _ TR
Lo LN households have sume insignificant savings
c ° o
incs aceccunt i post o ice ¢ :
but do not possess any Savifid LR OS Y eltIc e Yok ¥ 1 s

~5 .of households which incur exee
3 ~ 16 Ngs .0t I ©XxXcess
There are |
expenliture and the
each in
T

Ayadagiin 2 Nos.of cases exceeded morao

a year. These expenditures occyr

k. 2t sand B
than one ous Ffamily members

mainly due tu ilinese



ribal indebtedness cuts at the root of the

3

tribal cconcmy and it is the single factur which,by and large,
nsible for tht pitiable economic condition of the

is res£L

téibal forest villagers. Out of 94 Ngs.of households as many

as 33 Nss.of hcouscholds have Sutstanding leans in cash Tanging

from. 5s 100,00 tolks. 2C00E00MMRE il d e (G0 OR G0N o
fromifellow villagers and these are

f5.200.00) are takenwfinc
generally in kind just after the harvesting operation.

epald
are also tzken from local Mahajans,Marowari and

Small loans
Boangali tralders at variable interest. ‘Geperally interests
are charged at 107 p.m. Most of the loances are permancntly
indebted to the traders and Mahajans because they have to

meet the family reguirements

Loans are taken for multifarious purposes like

-f-—’l-. V‘.’hiCh .El‘_,‘..f\_! (_ff Cash is nu‘t

l«(;gulﬁr .
daughter's ma arriage,death Tites,visiting
angd Jay:to day expenditures etc.

distant relatives,
religicus vccasiocn
SC,E'UC of the tfib:l fL,'r'::S't Vil;]_age:rs are l_'} o

_svelindis prial

-

Lagn' but except 3 Ngs.of houscholids others

such loans. The main constraint in this

i
not, getiing
on possession of transferable rights over
. Lands HoNe e Tl family of Madhupur Deori Forest
thdlr 4 Lisd o ) ; | - | |

Village unacel ‘

= 1
various KkKines
of seven ycars.

of loans bY mertgaging the forest land for a

period
The tribal forest villagers arc a depressed 1ot

.ple and most of them are Iiving undler acute POVET LY
of pecl ! g
13 tione. They are not
o tOC o hough agriculture is their primary ayécation.
5 [ N

P V; live in Katcha Assam Type Thatched houses
5 )
Most ¢

possessing even the required amount

the pebple

small units. The Ferest Depertment wrohibits
havind ?/ ¢ house building materials without prior appro-
Collectlun ADDT ODp LEEE authoEid iesis  The villagers,however
val £from e required house building materials like thatch,
may cgllecgq otc.on anplication t2 the local Divisicnal

wwgz;.m/w Foveat e

Fov £ t
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Fifty three per cent of the tribal forest villagers
replied in affirmative to the gquery regarding the Forest
Department's assistance to the forest villagers. Rest of
the villagers replied negative owing ¢ Forest Denartment's
recent prohibition imposed upcn the tribal forest villagers

in respect of collection of hiuse building materials. The

Departmnnt has been constrained to take such measure in view
of large scale felling ofl trees and unauthorised occupation

of L Reresk Iandsts

The most important feit necd of majority of the house-

=

holds is the cultivable lani}as lands _piginally allctted to

had been fragmented in order to distribute among

the families

| Ny g : ! ] : :
1 the suns. Under the Ruyles the Eorest Department is not in

| 5 position to all ot land@' todthe "ofifsprings Ml @ 1ate 'the
I forest villagers have
. TRa Tk neighbouring villagers cutside the

developed the tendency to compare their

lot wit :
| reserved forests whgihave imaroved their economic condition
by availing themselves of the facilities extended under

Tribal Sub Plan ancl

b

allied welfare schemes:

| Ipfra-structural facilities egpecially health care,
i c ommunication etc.are srussly inadequate in these villages.
| Shai s Hagens want that the old concessiojis granted
| e by the Furest Department should be continued as the
villagers afe poverty stricken pcopleé and income from any
,ther-SUurce is almost ni )
; cannout think of keeping alocf from forests.

1 to the majority pecple. The

peuple
The villagers also want that revenue village status
1) ¢ ’ :
16 be ~iven to the forest Vlllagerg 1nClUdlng A P T
shou 1 =) :
orest villagers © -
i . OUS financial institutions.
varobs

nabling them to get loans offered by
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Conclysicn

In Assam there ars 524 Nos.of forest viilagés
(including 60 Mos.of Tangi» Villages)with a total popula-
~tion of 164261 comprising 20,694 families,covering 52,950
hectares of forest land and spread1ng in all the districts.
More than 3 percent of the areas under Re cserved Forests are
in occupation of the forest VTllagers. "Out of 524 Ngs. of
forest V1llages 233 Nos.have been identified as tribal forest
villages i.e. forest v1llages having 50% or mcre tribal
They constitute 44.5% of the total forest

population.
The tribes lelng in these villages are scheduled

villages.
tribes of Assam, botr plalns and hills such as Bgoro Kacharis,

Rabhas ,Deoris,Miris (Mlsﬂlngs) Sonowal Kacharis,Barmans uf

Cachar and Karbis.

The forest villagers enjoy only usdfructuary iights
over their lands allotted uncer Forest Lease. The right of
transfer and sale of land ig not given to the forest villagers.
The major r\roblem of the trivcl forest villagers today, is .

the 1ncuff1C1oncy of

‘ment of land is made i e name of ?uns of original forest

VLllagers and ffaém*“t“vl sn of land is almost at the optimum
level As these valliagers have had besn deprived of basic

nfrastructural facilities which their brethgpen living
| tside, the reseerJ forests are énjoying,they deserve a
ou

fair deal from the

80 of G
tion Act of 19
i lhe way, of neccssary the Act may be amended.v

cultivenle, land as nu additional a2llot-

Forest Deuartmgnt., The Forest Breser-
overnnent of India should not stand

in t
it may be mcntioneﬂ that fhek
srohibits the v1llagers from

like thatch,bamboo Ikra etc. wi th-

authorities and perhaps it is

In thls cuntoxt
artment of late,
Jllectlnd fureét produce
out prioT approval frum the

lewn of trées by smusders.®
+he areot e k } . ~

rl‘\-
S
{
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It has been reportel that truck 1 ads Valuable ¥ - trees q
TRl ¢es under
the ressrved forest re rried ! :
; R SN S 1113971 traders under the
cover offdarknessiand St i nee o iisa e the fores%s Temain

= 7 c . (& e 3 y G
mute witness. Sgmetimes the fourest villagers themselves

enter into the unfair business in collusion with forest
officials ©r unscrupulous traders. They argue that instcad
of allowing the illegal treders ta continue the shady
businessigthe “forest wa llagensiisheniltl enjoy the benefit as they
are the custodians in ‘the true sense, In fact they are
2llegedly coing this. Perhaps it will. not be out of context

to menticn about such unholy alliance of forest villagers

}
j of Diroi Reéserved Forest which appeared in the Dainik Janam-—
-bhumi ( ‘& widely) published language daily) on 78th Juty 1989 -
%. "Ukta Bananchalat Samprati Chauddka Khan el ol ;
‘ .-Village) Aase. - Ei Gaon Samuhar Ekagnqsa Lokei Biseshkoi
Kgathar Choraang Byabasaai Kare" (In' the said forest, at
present there are 14 Nos of forest villages. Certain persons
of these villages engage themsclves in timbﬁr'smuglino~
. - - pusiness). Although it Is difficult to generalise the
trend. of things at the forest villages from this sin~le
. - -+ eyperience yebiltiTole MRELSIREGESUCk eaingola i happening
owing to the piled up {Tustrations among the forest villagers.

5 o 5 ne ) 1&. ~ :
The Forest Department of Assam may extend the -experi—
. / — : e o Kl W] y
santd s allowing 25% reservation of auction of forest ‘coups -
) Ay e Tl 8 ] :
Cu_oner?‘tl\}'ea @kt al YUUU’}S of the ‘fl_)r\__st vlllaJeS
- Kaati
Bananchal Kaath Vyabasaiyi. Sangha) under Dhub

cther tribal forest villgges of Vet
< ‘ O

to  the
of Guma (Guma
Feorest Division to

Forest Divisiuns=
A o A “
| conomic condition of the tribal forest villagers,helys. the -
‘ | ! e d ~ 4 - s % -

v Depﬂrtm:nt in minimising illeggal fclllng of valuable

5 A7 hasidea 2 : ?
This will,besides 1mproving the sccio

"Egres : ore’ the forest village j
+18eS LFurbher HOEE] LOSUTE 39ers will develap a
{ e o 4 A - ~¢ } y . 1

longingness. Altnough the 'Chamber' (conststye

:

! |
‘ . mse illages)in the name of Guma Fﬁ“est

| ting 8 : W e Ao B

: l ] ] on B0 TS .J..r]t -t-‘!t_ tr"x-]e E.Veg l

Timber TI‘QJQI‘S Asscce h‘_ & Y& e
;¢ mot "107 SVl g {6‘& Shenidd hot- be slac]
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The bulilc 'of S EheTEtrab el GRiE ok illages being pocket

settlements inside the remute jUnjluS,thﬁ Fnfrastoictucall:

facilities, arey famstrim adgﬂpaﬁéo

The absence of basic amenitics like communication,

marketing,health catv, cduca tionis te vaccentuateilsthe

sackwardness. The landfall.c
uraticn point in respect of prod luctavity &ven the crubhs

ationhaving Been ‘reached, a

Taised, by s the villagens are nut sUfftchrembi Eo. SUSiEaim S hein=

sulves. Thus an adverse 57 tug bluneRDE Vigse s Sl n st e e R T hE

r1V1 eges @ y Tt Lol che tribal furcst Villaqcrs;dgvastuu
) ] S jraP 2 a

tion Of 1‘]uinin$ forest arcas in ;ursult ot adline el i

1635 (<) e AT J

for ]jwa]jhu,} PDECame imminent. e T UCESS AR IR e

avenues
Forest Department's stress factors generated to

larq*lY the

. AR RTER~ ¥ LR . 3
improve. thelcctnomie cendition of the ferest villagers.

P Al B Forest Department embarked upon a

i i

o by ks swonsoret Schino!  emgibiod "ITmprovement of Fgrest
cnitra L LYo Lt s i
.ll ‘Aduring 1084-85 with on cutlay of %.266.00 lakhs for

VAL 5 S S UELIECHR

IndoBtakiing Ol
e zaycaticn
Procgramm=S, =45¢ e e A g
P A o] Hqugnjry9 Jex&;¢n3rygﬂgdacdl JnA.Hgalth Carc
Ao Apdmear el 26 : . : i
Cctluﬂ9 ek SCH;LUS,Ql¢uﬂu.lY Aadhnot bear e

(e TheSe 1;'\-’@3,1 S -‘nj_“\:, } 4

e i i yarious peasuns bewt knewn to the Furost
S R e T L b L

WS AT e

1ike Community Bevielopment and Welfaore
Al Facilitiess,Improvement of Communii-

: Perhap=

Department. e iy LR A y o AX

Pepal L Tl Schume , ctherwise thy let of the tribal
Ot O Lo ~

Centrally =9: v change for betten.

s will nuver

fOTeST villagel
A s SR put the reguirel emphasis &
-1 backwandness (ofithe forest dwellers. A
remove (tho age "1'1950 has been annourced. Under Ryle 10

)/ ilC"f,'thu fi e st Vlllj{'\') have besn L
of nbhers e LG i enaplingr shevi bl agars bo et sottle-
DQS;J tu be alliedl fac L LiBies "exedpt the Tigh Lo f
i f'l"'-‘-‘st land. | This will go¢ 'a long

J'l-lL‘ e
transfel Ol derpandd o «8t villagers. . Th
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assistance frem the financial institutions hithertc refused.

ThelBerdstiviriliagers havela dilstinctive icole to
play by assisting Gcecvernment in- the Feorest Department by
detecting the illegal timber traders who are creating havoc

oMt ne %ﬁ;@ha_anj Balinas

The Forest Debartment on alanE Rkt Slaveiulial . SliniSiea i
the idea among the furest villagers to treat the furcsts as
their ‘,faﬁAanﬂ sustainer. The Department should make
availalile the cultivable waste land inside the reserved

forests tu the bonafide tribal Homes T WaLLILEYeiEG ¢

The Forest Department should chalk cut special
cmployment programme in order to absorb Uncmployed youths

OiNThEeMEr IR AR O Res T vl agese

Most of the tribal furest villagsrs are nut in a
pesitisn tu purchase house building materials. The Egrest
Department may relax the existing rules in this regard so that
the pour villagers can coulloct at least the fire-wood and
minimum requirement of house building materials. The tribal
forest villagers are traditionally attached to the forests
and therefore detachment of the tribes from the forests should
nut be ventured. Besides considering the depredations caused
Blis o Megall £ Ul ng SciBl & o SIS o i Tt st d e el B
forest produce by the pour forest villagers may be allawed

as a lesser evil.

Oftentimes the officials entrusted to protect and
preserve the forests facctﬁifficultios to tackle nroblems
arising out of tribal bOhQViLUIfViSn3~ViS forest produce
owing to lack of sufficient knewledge of the socioc-cultural
1 TP noamons UG el Py iy S 0 vpinion the said
ufficials frem Forest Guard cnward to censervator of Forests
or Divisicnal Forest Officezrs should be allowed +o0 compulsorily

attend Tribal Oricntatiocn M ining Counsps ‘weani soc Ry the

Contd .88
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Aissam Ipnstitute of Rescarch fur Tribals and Scheduled Castes,

Guwahati when grganised,

The newly formulatad Assam Forest Policy 1988

rightly emphasiscs (RUTeE2Z e the formation of co-cpera—
tives and the tribal youths of tha

forest villages will
surely be bénefitted

from this wa11 ﬂnemﬁwz}scheme.

Last but not least @ special scheme for the walf
of tribal forcst villagers in the line of TSP/SCP may be
chalken out within the amibit
earmarking

are

uf the Fgreést GEREFHCh | ot i A S E
certain amount exclusively

for the development of
the tribal Forest villagers

©

Perhaps Geovernment of Agssam in the Forest Department
€an emulate the welfarc activitiss of Government of Gujarat
towards 194 forest village culonies. The Forest Department
of Gujarat has crecated a & Bamsiie Ml e e e nl Ehiey di e ot
cintrol of the Chief Censervater of Forests in order tg pay

Specigl attenticn of the forest village colonies of the
State. All out effcerts have been made to brovide these pocr
tribal villagers with sEAR L

I development and to oring
them above

the poverty line by under taking individual

TY SCRemes such as pProviding agricultural tools
and oil engines, diguing of wells, purchase of cattle, land
development,crcp conscrvation ang poultry f

arming. Inp
1985-~86 an amount of i3.74.36 lakhs were spent.

beneficia

The Gujarat Government also

undertakes a Sleciad!
Defence Scheme to provide

emplcoyment to the Adivasi fai

nilies
on a permanent basis in forestry,

Each beneficiary is
€Very year on which they under-

per instruction of the Furest Depart-
pert A Ths way the youths ha

ment in a month.

allotted 1.5 héectares of land
take afforestation als

ve been assured 25 days employ-

The beneficiaric are regarded as parti-

cipants of this PTogramme. They

get 20 percent of the n

T

L(}]
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profit from tree cutting. 311 families were benefitted

during 1985-86.

Besides, the Agdivasi familiés in the forests
are given timber wood for their household use at 20%

.- of ‘the mazrket value,

Not only that the Forest Department has under—

those individual, who

P._,I
N
)
(3}
(+
O

taken a scheme for awarding pzri
are helping the authorities to detect the forest crimi-

i
nals. Thus tribal welfare and epvironmental improvement

(0]

go together.

The above schem:s for welfare of tribals
living in the forests proved very useful in creating an

atmosphere cof co-cperation and harmeny.

(Source - Sponsored Feature — Gujarat Marches Towards
Progress - Special Attentions for Forests
and Tribal Welfare - The Times of India,
Julyes 1986}'
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