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Preface

.. The development of women in general and tribal women in
particular to empower them has been the centre stage of various
developments planning both at the central as well as state levels in
India. It is opined that in general the political and economic condi-
tions of tribal women is more depressed and neglected than that
of non-tribal counterparts. The state has taken up a number of
policies to promote, preserve and strengthen the economic and
political empowerment of tribal women. Economic empowerment
of tribal women is an essentlal issue of tribal development. This
seminar was organized to understand the problems and other is-
sues faced by tribal women and find means for their empower-
ment. '

With this end in view, a two day seminar on ‘Empowerment
of Tribal Women of Assam' was organized by the Assam Institute
of Research for Tribals and Scheduled Castes, J awaharnagar, .

. Guwahatj-22 and held in its premises on 6th and 7th November,

2007.

Distinguished scholars, representatives from different non
government organisations, government departments working in the
field of women's empowerment, particularly on issues related to
tribal women participated in the seminar.

The seminar had six academic sessions and altogether 18
numbers of paper were presented in the academic sessions. The
deliberation brought into light many important facets of the issue
of empowerment among tribal women of Assam.

A recommendation committee headed at the final session
of the seminar was formed which discussed all the suggestions
and recommendations put forward during the course of the semi-
nar. The suggestions and recommendations were sent to all con-
cerned for necessary actions at their end.



The present volume, a product of the two day seminar in-
cludes the papers presented, proceedings of the academic, inau-
gural and yaledictory sessions and also the recommendations.

I'am grateful to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, New Delhi
and WPT & BC Deptt. Government of Assam for entrusting this
Directorate for organizing such seminars on issues related to the
tribes of Assam, I offer my thanks to Ms. S. Das, LA.S., former
Director during whose tenure the seminar was held. I acknowl-
edge with thanks and gratitude the help, co-operation and sincere
services rendered by Mr. G. C. Kakati, Joint Director, Ms. N.A.H.
Anam, Curator, Ms. Mitra Das, and Ms. Farzana Begum, Re-
- 'search Officers, Mr. B. Barman and Mr. A Bora, Assistant Re-
search Officers, Mr. H. Morang and Mr. D Laskar, Senior Inves-
tigators and making the seminar a grand success. Last but not the
least, I offer my gratitude to all the staff of the institute without
whose help and cooperation it would not have been possible to

hold the seminar.

(George Basumatari)
‘ Director '
Ass_am Institute of Research for Tribals
. and Scheduled Castes, Jawaharnagar,
‘ Guwabhati-22

Summéry Proceedings of the Séminar on
Empowerment of Tribal Women of Assam

A two day seminar on 'Empowerment of Tribal Women
of Assam' was organized by the Assam Institute of Research for
Tribals and Scheduled Castes, Jawaharnagar, Guwahati-22 and
held in its premises on 6th and 7th November, 2007

The main Objectives of the seminar was—

1. Tounderstand the different problenis faced by tribal women,
particularly of Assam. '

2. Tofind out the various dimensions of empowerment of tribal
women.

3. To discuss the role of the state, civil society and NGOs in
bringing about empowerment of tribal women.

4. To discuss the role of SHGs in bringing about economic
empowerment of tribal women. ‘

Keeping in view these objectives, scholars, NGOs,
representatives from different government departments
working in the field of women's empowerment, particularly
on issues related to tribal women were invited to participate
in the seminar.

Inauguration

The seminar was inaugurated on 6th November, 2007 at 10.00
a.m. by Dr. G. C. Sharma Thakur who was also the Chairperson
of the inaugural session. He expressed his happiness for organizing
a seminar of such kind and spoke about the importance of the
issue of tribal women empowerment.

Dr. Kunja Medbhi, retd. Prof. of Political Science, and former
Director, WSRC, Gauhati University gave her key note address.
In her address, she emphasized on the importance of the issue of



Women's Empowerment in general and tribal women in particular.
While discussing the issue in the Indian context, she tried to present
some data on women and violence in Assam and other states of
North East India. She also pointed the problems faced by the tribal
people o_f this region. She reiterated that to attain gender equality
money needs to be spent more on women and children, and the

f:reation of a conducive atmosphere for girls education is of utmost
importance.

In he_r speech as Chief Guest, Suniti Sonowal, eminent Lawyer
and social activist spoke at length about the position of tribal women
of this region and tribal women of other regions of India. As she
herself belongs from a tribal community, she was able to give a

personal perspective of a tribal women vis a vis women
empowerment. .

o Eaflier Sri. G. C. Kakati, Joint Director introduced the
d-1st.1ngu.1shed guests. The officers of the institute felicitated the
distinguished guests with gamocha and bouquets while Ms. Sumitra

Das, LA.S., former Director of the Institute welcomed all the
guests and participants to the seminar.

v 1\;:[5 Nazmeen AH. Anam, Curator of the institute gave the
ote of thanks. A.bout 150 persons from different institutions and

icipated in the inaugural session of the

Academic Session.]

The seminar had

: ix academj :
numbers of paper were emic sessions and altogether 18

Presented,

by Ms.Ranima Saikia, The title of the

The objective of the paper was to study the socio-economic profile
of the respondents and to study the involvement of the respondents
in farms and allied income generating activities. As commented
by the Chairperson, the study was of women's role improving the
Karbi society. The study reveals the degree of involvement of
Karbi women in different sectors like sowing, selection of seeds
and post harvest activities. The second paper was presented by
Ms. Binita Das. The paper was titled as A Glimpse on the
status of Plains Tribal women of Assam in the Perspective

‘of Women empowerment"'. The paper tried to focus.on the

problems and prospects of the plain tribal womenfolk of Assam in
respect of women empowerment. The third and last paper of this
session was presented by Lakhinanda Bordoloi. The title of the
paper was. 'Empowerment of Tribal women for
environmental protection'. There was much discussion among
the participants of this paper. There was a general consensus that
tribal people do not create environmental hazards, rather they
tend to preserve forest by all means.

A'cademic_' Sessi_oh-ll

The second academic session started after lunch break at

-1.45 p.m and continued till 3.15 pm. Dr. B. K. Medhi, Prof. Deptt.

of Anthropology was the Chairperson of the session and Dr.
Girindra Nath Das, DRO, Diphu, acted as the Rapporteur-Three
papers were presented during this session. The first paper was
titled, "'Janajatiya Mahilar Savalikaran." and presented by Dr.
Lily Rajbanshi. Dr. Rajbanshi laid emphasis primarily on proper

-education, eradication of poverty, removal of corruption, health

awareness, etc. so that women empowerment could be achieved
successfully. In her paper she also mentioned that the social system
of the tribal women has been nicely portrayed by various literatcures
like Rajani Kanta Bordoloi, Jyoti Prasad Agarwala, Bishnu Prasad
Rabha and Lummer Dai, etc. The second paper was presented by
Fr. Tom Mangattgthazhe. His paper titled '' Empowerment of
Women for Peace Building in Assam' attempted to highlight
the activities of some women peace makers of the world including



those of India as well as Assam, According to him, increased
fepfesc?ntatibn‘of women in decision making levels in various
mstmltmnsxs highly essential. Moreover, he advocates the promotion
of ethnic solidarity of women and strengthening women's capacity

- for leadership and peace. The third and last paper of the session

was Rresented by Dr. Tiluttoma Baruah, The title of her paper
was * The women in 'Tai-Phake' Society." In her paper she
mentioned .tl?at although the Tai-Phakes are patrilineal, the status
of women is not inferior to that of men in the society. Of course
there gre ‘_socio-religiqus restriction prevalent among them. ,

Academic Session III

The third and the last academic session ¢

| - , 1on of the day started at

- 1?,1 2gllaiﬁer a short tea break and continued il 4.30 pm)., Dr.B 12
- continued as the Chairperson. Ms. Daisy Baishya acted as

The second paper on " tion of Weaving do not die
. - Mpowerment ; n
e & i T e
sented by

Dr. G. C Sharma Thakuyr, t the
concept of

like condition of 5 ‘ ensional
person or object in the R nal angles
" es of :
be customary.also, position orrank in relation};:o O?h Ia“.l Which may
ET0Up or society, and relative rank in hierae 1> the family,

Papers were discussed at length and vieys ‘:,‘:'r:f Status. All the
Presented,

Academic Session IV

The Second day of the Seminar started at 10.00 am. with the
fourth Academic Session and continued till 1.30 am. The session
was chaired by Dr. Tiluttoma Baruah and Mr. D. Laskar acted as -
the Rapporteur. There were three papers in this session. The first
paper titled '""Some Observation on the Rangdani Rabha
Women in the Rural Contexts of Assam" was presented by .
Ms. Anulekha Das Barman. It was a joint paper by Dr. Birinchi
K. Medhi and Ms. Anulekha Das Barman. This paper attempted.
to examine the present position of the Rangdani Rabha women in
three villages of Goalpara district of Assam. The norms and patterns

~ in the society provides facilities as well as lay obstacles. for a

Rangdani- woman. Although both the sexes are treated equally, a
Rangdani woman do not inherit property, she also has to labour
both at home and outside in the crop fields. She is economically
dependent on the male folk, of the family and is found to be absent
from all decision making in the family and society. The second -
paper was presented by Ms. Chitra Sharma and titled as."'Role
of Vocational Training for Economic Empowerment of Karbi
Women" In this paper she emphasizes the importance of education
and vocational training for empowerment of Karbi women of
Assam. She mentions the names of some institutions in Karbi .
Anglong which are making important contribution for economic
empowerment of the womenfolk. She also mentions the name of
some Karbi women who have been able to make differences in
the lives of the Karbi people. The third paper was presented by
Shri Dadul Borah and titled as ""The Social status of women in
Dimasa Society in North Cachar Hills District of Assam."
(An observation in the context of Empowerment of Tribal.
Women). All the papers were well received and a lot of discussion
took place during the session. ‘

Academic Session V

The fifth Academic Session started from 11.45 am and
continued till 1.15. The session was chaired by Fr. Tom |



Mangattgthazhe and H. Morang acted as the Rapporteur. Four
papers were presented during this session. The first paper was on
the ""Role of the Karbi women in their Socio-Economic Life :
A study in Diksak Village, Khetri, Kamrup" and presented

by D. M. Misra. The study is based on primary data on the socio- -

economic life of the Karbi people of Dimoria block. In this study
tbe author found out that women in that society are economically
engaged in the production of rice beer, rearing of fowls and pig,

- Wweaving, fishing and collection of firewood. The second paper
. Was presented by Arifur Zaman. The paper was jointly authored

by Prof. Birinchi K. Medhi, Arifur Zaman and Bishmita Medhi
and titled as ""Women in the Garo Society of Assam." This

Paper gives a picture of the status of Garo women in the rural

context of Assam. The author writes that although the Garos are
a matrilineal tribe the'position of women is not found to be superior
than women of other tribes. A Garo woman can never be selected
as a village head, and is not allowed to attend the meetings of the

- village council, she is the head of the family in figure only. The

decision maker in the house is the husband. Their literacy rate is
low. They are not allowed to be priests in the church. Their socio-
economic position is also not favourable. The third paper titled
"Role of NGOs for development of Tribal Women in Assam"
- was .presented by J. K. Sharma. This paper focuses on the
efficiency and effectiveness of the voluntary agencies in Assam.
It alsoreveals the involvement of various types of voluntary action
t?wa;ds crpowerment of women, issues of livelihood, health, legal
aid, credit facilities, vocational trainings etc. The fourth and last
paper of the session was presented by Daisy Baishya and titled as
"'Status of women in terms of sex and marital affairs among
the Monpa Tribe of Tawang District, Arunachal Pradesh."
In this paper the author made anattempt to study the status of
Monpa women in terms of prestige and honour attained through
birth, Inheritance or acquisition of property, decision about marriage,
management of domestic affairs, etc. She writes about the
institution of marriage in their society, the absence of child marriage,
prevalence of bride price attitude towards chastity, adultery and

divorce, etc.

Academic Session VI

The sixth Academic Session was the last academic session
of the seminar. It started at 2.15 pm. and continued till 3.15 pm. It
was chaired by Fr. Tom Mangattgthazhe. Mr. B. 1. Laskar acted
as the Rapporteur of the session. There were three papers in this
session. The first paper was. presented by Leena. B. Hazari and
titled as "Watershed Management Programme : An
instrument for Socio-Economic Development of Tribal
Women". This paper attempted to give a descriptive analysis of
WSMP in the context of Assam, it writes about the tools to tackle
environmental degradation, objectives of WSMP, WSMP in the
context of women's empowerment and future strategies for
empowerment of tribal women. The third and fourth papers were
presented by the author Chandra Mohan Kalita. The papers are
titled as "Tribal Women and Rural Technology" and
"Empowering the tribal women in Assam". Both these paper
dealt with women empowerment in general terms.

Valedictofy session

The final session started at 3.15 pm. In this session the
rapporteurs read out their reports of the academic sessions. A
recommendation committee headed by Dr. G. C. Sharma Thakur
was formed which discussed all the suggestions and
recommendations put forward during the course of the seminar.
After the recommendations were read out, certificates for
presentation of papers and participations in the seminar were
presented to the participants. The seminar ended at 5.15 pm.

Findings and Recommendation

1. Organizations and conduct of special awareness programs
on different issues concerning the lives of tribal women-
environmental issues, legal literacy, health and
reproductive rights, economic education, adult literacy and

non-formal education for girls, etc,



- Provide better health care and health measures-which

will lead to improvement of women's physical health and
status. :

- Make awareness about the value of education-which will
*lead to improvement of literacy rates among women, as

also retention of girl children in schools,
Tribal women's role in decision making in the political

..~ area should also be strengthened.
- 15. ' Resc?a.rch on tribal women issues shouldb be based on’
empirical data-which will lead to a proper perspective of

" s .
women's 1ssues and arrive at some practical solutions.

10
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12
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. Chandra Mohan Kalitg ’ 150 | N
' : , , i Theoretically speaking the concept of empowerment of
’ ' - tribal women has evolved more contradiction than consensus.
The social Anthropologists, Sociologists, Women Activists have
‘maintained diverse views in respect of women empowerment,
particularly empowerment of tribal women. Empowerment
includes all culturally prescribed rights and duties in specific
socio-political situations right from families to the highest
administrative seats. Empowerment and status are two sides of
the same coin. For instrance when we talk about empowering
the tribal women, we have to take into account various cultural
ingredients involving status such as right to posses land, right to
transfer, use of products of land, trees, bamboos, areca nuts,
livestock, inheritance rights of propperty, rights of weaving articles,
utensils, heirlooms, ornaments, domestic animals, weapons etc.
plus cordial family inter personal relation between husband and
wife, daughter-in-law and mother-in-law, daughter-in-law and
husband's sister or brother etc. Besides there are social sttus
which are ascribed and certain rights which are achieved.
Empowerment has to be considered in three dimensional
angles such as :
1. Condition of a person or object in the eyes of law
. which may be customary also.
2. Position or rank i_n' relation to others in the family,
group or society. :
3. Relative rank in hierarchy of status.

* Retd Director, AIRTSC, Chandan Nagar, Beltola, Guwahati-781028
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" Most of the tribal people do not have written law and

.customary law and the prevailing do's and don'ts of society act
as the guardian of social order. Certain verbal rules are in
currency determining status of the members of a family or society
and the people ungrudgingly abide by the rules and decisions of
- the. eldfersv or village assembles. The Pandulipis of the Boro
 Kacharis, the Thamachat of the Buddhist ethnic groups of upper
Assgm are two examples of written law based on customs and

_ Men Vis-a-vis status in relation to mep ;
. Coe . . ; s y en m mOSt
gthmc Societies in absolute terms. Dr. D.N. Majumder, the

3

by each woman and a marriageable girl has to earn this skill
compulsorily. If any marriageable girl is unable to weave her
clothes due to poverty or some other reasons, the co villager
womenfolk come to the rescue by providing clothes etc.
Egalitarianism is so deep in the tribal societies that new concepts
like empowerment of women, 'extreme form of consumerism'’
are not very easily relished by the people. '

One may jump into conclusion that women power is largely
visible in matrilineal and matrilocal societies like that of the
Khasis. But actually this is not so. Women's status in traditional
tribal societies has to be viewed from - :

(1) Divison of labour between the sexes,

(2) Choice of selection of marriage partner,

(3) Inheritance, (4) Succesion, o) Household management,

(6) Role playing in socio-religious occasions.

The division of labour in the. tribal societies are well
maintained that there is no grumbling from the men or women.
The womenfolk perform the major role right from the moming
till going to bed. - ’ L '

~ Although inania_ge by ne'gotiation is prcfexred by all the
societies yet the elders do not have any reservation for run

- away marriages which is the general trend in almost all the tribal

societies. In respect of inheritance and succession, the patrilineal
societies have not allowed the womenfolk to inherit but that
does not indicate that womenfolk are treated badly. In the
changing’ societies however, there is need for providing equal
treatment to the women in respect of inheritance and succession
although the womenfolk themselves are not véry vocal in this
regard. As regards role playing in socio religious occasions tribal
women of Assam have not made any head way as the chief or
village headman is invariably aged old man and the priest is
always a male. It would, however, be not advisable to make a
drastic change in this traditional mode as lack of the roles on the
part of women has not affected social and cultural life of the

people.
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Some scholars opine that bride price, polygyny, polyandry
are symptoms of lesser social position of tribal women, but these
traits of culture may appear to be so from the non tribals' view
point. In fact this tribal people with their time honoured traditions
and customs do not feel that the prevailing traits of culture are
d?rogator?' or infringement of women's statys, Polygyny is fast
fhsappeanng due to spread of education, Similarly the bride price
1s not demanded by the educated parents of the tribe. Bride
price is not treated as buying a girl. It is something like
compensation to the parents of the girls as after marriage the
ﬁ?uy loses a helping hand in the daily chores. The Taraon
M ;sthmﬂ;esbo.fd Aru.nachal Prfadesh however, had a tendency to
oo 'Miya-nB :i ;ll"l'ge as equivalent to buying a birde which they

Empowerment of tribal women s also noficed 1
women are allowed to seek divorce in case :)1? t::ie:lteurly.w '?‘;:

';illnage lrlslo.un‘cils approve such divorce cases. The Kabuis and
!ribegkh Nagas have equal rights to divorce. Ambxig man
s of Arunachal Prag wom !

on grounds of infidelity, impotency, cruelty, quarrelsome nature

of the h ;- Sing
_ usbands. The Garo; Singpho and Tangsa women claim

Orr S orced. Return of bride price in case:
‘1‘."9”‘? 1S Common among alj the Assam"tribel;nce 1 cases of
Traditional ¢hstor : S

L tab: , ma_ry em ow . . o
traced amoyg thg Dimasa Kaell:aﬁser:;em of tribal women is
where a unique System of female clap ¢
There are 42 such clang

such clans enjoy certajy

; alled Julu is prevalent.
‘:1]:1:(1; mdexc'gamous. The women of

; - and privileges, Th, e
g&p::t;:s&’ﬁa;nglai Properties and common pgrbperﬁ:sr Zmar:n;aglle
absolute right overg:;tgrs if:l;l:'ipt:zyDaef:)eﬁs and Mishings have
Am Khasi I the death of mother.
the ::sgtoﬂ;?an of ;‘:’ntl?]g youngest daughter Ka—Khaddul(: b:i:iineé
can only manage the Pgogzoperty' Here. ere is limitation i.e she
the property by way of s custodian but she cannot dispose

desh and Assam women can seek divorce -
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sole owner of the family property and on her death the ancestral
property devolves on a chosen female member who is known as
Nokna. Among the Karbis of Karbi Anglong district a widow
can inherit her husband's property but if she remarries a person -
from a clan different from the clan of her late husband she
cannot inherit the late husband's. property.

Perhaps education is one such area where empowerment
of women needs urgent attention. Female literacy of all. the
ethnic groups is conspicuously below the male percent of literacy.
Except the Mizo tribes, all the tribes of Assam have very less
female percent of literacy. Percent of tribal literacy as per 1971
Census shows that even the most politically conscious tribe Boro
Kachari had only 11.06 percent of female literacy against 29.73
male literacy. Only Hmars and Any Mizo tribes had somewhat
reasonable female percent of literacy being 31.66% and 51.92%
respectively. The position is shown below in a tabular form.

TABLE - I

Percent of Literacy of the Scheduled Tk'ibes of Assam
|  (Census 1971)

N.C. Hills of Assam

SINo.|  Nameof Total | Male | Female
Tribe | p. ¢. of literacy| literacy - | literacy
1 2 3 4 5
1 |Barmans of Cachar 3045 39'97 22'56
2 |Boro Boro Kachari 2051 | 2973 | 1106
3 [|Chakma - 23'48 38'94 6'38
4 |Deori . - 2172 39's8 15'10
5 |Dimasa Kachari 18'84 27:36 11'62
6 |Garo ; 22'89 31'36 - 11'62
7 |Hajong 10'88 14'98 5'03
8 |Hmar 44'40 56'90 31'66
9 [|Hojai 2772 36'56 19'09
10 |Kachari Sonowal 27'33 35'36 18'77
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= ﬁ;s;{ 3 Jz:r;ﬁa - ;:g §2:65 15:4: - TABLE-II |
13 | Lakher 00 T 0504 19_4 Showing thal lfopulaﬁonf (;f. Assam along: wn .
14 | Lalung 21'43 3147 | 1114 - Fercentage of Literacy '
15 | Man Tai spe aking o8 13:7 : ‘ . Cens?ls 200;
0 2'11 Sl| Name - Population PCto| PC ofLiteracy
16 | Mech 30'56 3966 | 2164 N of |- | total 5
17 | Mikir 1318 | 2109 | 495 | | fibes . S |
18 |Mii 1820 | 2854 | 754 | [ ot T Mt Jromate | ol Ml JFamae
19 | Any Mizo tribes 57:95 6344 | 5192 1| Karbi | 3,53,513] 1,80,1361,73,377 | 10.68 | 4295 51.25] 34.31
20 [ Any Naga tribes 15'51 22'55 8'33 2| Dimasa_[11,00979] 56,876| 54,100 | 03.35| 49.14| 57.28] 40.58
21 | Rabha - 22'24 31123 12'66 3|Garo | 21,112] 10,739] 10373| o0.62]40.06| 44.44] 35.52
z; l;;::‘e > lfli'67 : 25'90 - 4|Hajong | . 256] 139 117| 0.01] 44.53 | 56.03| 29.91
: 4'91 5'35 4'58 5|Chakma | ~2,478] - 1,329| 1,149 0.07] 15.13| 24.07] 4.49
It is 'seen that percent of . 6{Hmar | 144600 7429 7031 044 27.03 76.17) 6765
Pawi which is pi] Synteng 4.56 l\girll:iili g;er;?om ge(s)gect of 7] Khasi 12722]  6354] 6368| 038]27.55|28.61] 2649
ai speaking 2 11, Miri 7.54 ang Any Nag; tl'iil)e 1;88 o ;rlzlzz | [ 8[Awvxusf 28273 14666 13,607 | 085 65.24 | 7043] 50.65
::)e ager t!l?t Special empowerment drive only could ele.vate these ' e ‘. - . . . ~
szzgnef at least to the parity level of the male percentage ’ ?fmio 2’9'57 104 1453 ‘ 0.08) 6280 ‘6'7.-55 5788
4 eci;lé: :h}zn:-i;t:]t; percent of fmale literacy. Even after tribes | .
:alhinf‘i as the 2001 Censmgvf:ﬁ;':tzgmtﬁ;;fgcge :: l:llzlct; 10 AnyNagal  21,706f 11,077 10,629 | 0664709 5551 3832
€ literacy, . . . ent o
?efceﬂﬁgesipt::mp:;c&;::rﬁtg]ﬁlxs:cgg’:rzzif;lihgugh the 11| Lakher 11 5 6] oot s1.8]8000| 8333
b:,r ‘:lil:;lt; :na: 3‘126 percent fOl'. female, the tribes i,;,t;a,a;,cg‘fg:;g 12| Synteng 336 164 172] 0.01 5;.33 65.85] 51.16
inflate the overalll):;i::;tosfl;ff’acy of Hmars, Any Mizo tribes 13] Ma;(;ai 739 35| 364 »-Ao._oz 67.50 | 72.27| 62.63-
literacy of Karb; (34.31%) lgr:g' 'Il;he pomale percentages of aspe ; 5,82,710 |6,70,061 | 70.88] 51.48 | 59.81] 43.00
8%;:?1;;?‘;??:3&%Thhee following tz;ble :hovtgaz’l‘able- 1 mmng) bs,§7.31m.2,99,79o 2,87,520 | 17.76 | 49.12| 58.42| 39.43

16| Rabha | 2,77,517] 1,40,614 [1,36,903 | 08.39 | 56.37 | 64.33| 48.20

17| Kachari | 2,35,881) 1,19,4701,16,411 ] 07.13] 70.52| 76.22) 64.66
etc :
(Sonowal)
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18] Lalung ] 1,70,622 - 85964| 84,658| 05.16 [51.53] 57.77 | 43.17
(Tiwa). : '
19Deori | 41,161] 20,809] 20,352| 01.24 |65.46] 72.72 | 58.33
go Mech _ _8997] 4597) 4400| 028 [70.97] 76.09 | 65.64
2Hojai 1 1882)  932] 950 006 |63.07| 70.49 | 55.74
22| Barmans | 15877 8,024 ‘
- Bamans | 7.853| 048 |56.15] 6132 50.87 |
23 Generic | 47,0 '
| Goneric .,033 .2§,414 22,599 | 01.43 |50.54 58.27 | 42.20
Total 3,08 570h6 '
o | r’.7s.u7 16,330,453 - | 625 723| 524

ouse, absence of partition in cl

ing I partition in classes,
last but not Jeast lack of% ]‘}Ck of separate tojlets for girls and
of educationa] environmey aSIc needs of girl students and lack

iment :
ot they do not go g schozlt ﬁZcme‘ 66% girl students reported

0 .
fields. 10.8% gir]s smpﬁsmmf THnors while parents are in the
Government were insuffi; &Y reported that books supplied by

Ticien i
at house becayse they had nc:’ i Of:? ; B ero not reellldmg
Ome even for lighting

the house, kerosene
leve], - 13.6% leave Schoo] Withoyt Completing the primary
‘cling the p:
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The above pen picture amply demonstrates a gloomy
picture of female education in rural and tribal areas and
empowerment of women should start from the grass root. Unless
the base.in strengthened, the super structure will definitely be
shaky. Our social situation is such that womenfolk have been
confined in exclusive spheres like child rearing, cleaning, cooking,
laundering, weaving, fuel gathering, fetching water, preparation
of daily food for the family, socializing children and teaching do's
and don'ts etc. They are performing these duties traditionally
ascribed to them without grumbling. Men and women in egalitarian
tribal societies have their distinctive role models and
empowerment, therefore, has to done in the light of prevailing
women status which is not always derogatory rather, a traditionally
handed over role. : v :

Women empowerment of tribal people has certain
limitations. Jawaharlal Nehru's five principles of tribal
development (Panchoshil) contained. "We should not over
administer these areas or overwhelm them with miltiplicity of
schemes." Customary laws should not be overstepped. Similarly,
age and traditions of divison of labour between the sexes should
be considerd while empowering women. Even‘after the lapse of
more than half a century, the Hindu succession and Inheritance
Act, is not adopted in time spirit in our society as-traditions die
hard. Empowering tribal women should be undertaken in
conformity with the prevailing social system based on customs,
traditions, religious beliefs and practices so that womenfolk could
march with time without jeopardizing the traditional values, modes
and morals.

Women empowerment, therefore, is a value loaded term,
which ensures, according to Robert Lowie, "actual treatment
obtained, legal status, opportunities for social participation and
character."? : :
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Women In The Garo Society Of Assam
- : * Birinchi K.- Medhi
** Arifur Zaman
**% Bishmita Midhi

A brief outline of the paper
‘ @

Women form around 50 percent of the total population of
the world. Not only to speak from the angle of the numerical
strength, from other angles also women possess vital position in
the society. They are the mothers, give birth to offsprings for the
continuation of the society.. They are the mentors, managers, -
and dependable teachers through whom the socializatin process
is continued. Through this process culture of a society is nurtured
and.developed. Yet most of the women, even from the developed
countries, thinks themselves as a neglected and exploited section
of the society. , o

Different authors from various disciplines have studied
women status, broadly, their problems and prospects in different
contexts. Various approaches to study role and status, problem
and prospects, overall woman emancipation, etc., were developed
in-different historical periods under. certain circumstances. As a
consequence of such processes feminism as an ideology has
been developed. According to Jary.and Jary (2000:211) (a)
Feminism is a holistic theory concerned with the nature of

¥, 'Professor; Depit. of Anthropology, Gauhati University, Guwahati

- 781014. .
** Lecturer, Deptt. of Law, North Eastern Regional Institute of
Management. Jayanagar, Khanapara, Guwahati - 781012.

***Research Scholar, Deptt. of Geography, North Eastern Hill
University, Shillong Meghalaya. -
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i\:c:nsa:: f os-ub?irc-hr:uon to men and their global oppression. (b) It
gk doclo So tical theory and Practice aims to free all women
o2l illllpremacy;and exploitation. (c) This social movement
P Passing strategic confrontation with the sex-class system.
) It is anildeology stands in dialectical Oppositi all
@sogynous ideologies and practices. postion fo
© " Itis a well kn

and woman a family is constituted and a society is the

Naga the ' . . ’

e manygrv::;a:nth‘;olpflglst Furer Ky efll:ict)hr: (tg;l; g;e i
Ofe civil: : i

the women of Naga Hlu: cwl!lzed Part of Indja may we):l(l)pmes

happy Life'. Does the Garo W 80 status anq thejr ﬁeeevazi,

| legd a free and happy Jif, ? qm also enjoys high' status and

It should be noted here
and in that society 4 °T€ that the Garo | B '
and residence aftte};- me:ce.l:’ inheritance, Sui:eg:?mhneal n'{be
The principal abog, £¢ are traceq On, autho.nty
© of the Gan through female line.

arn

h i 0S8 is .
ough for different reasons 210 Hills of Meghalaya,
Istributed over various

€y are ¢

known fact that on the basis of the unjon of

. plain areas of Assam and Bangladesh.

T —
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According to Majumder (1980:74) ‘The core of the (Ga:o) :

. " household is always.a female. Among the Garo there cannot be.
~ a household with male alone'. The Garos of Assam practiced

wet cultivation as their mainstay, where the woman shouldered . -

~ the burden of agriculture more or less equally with the male. .

Besides the agricultural activities they have to cook, clean the -

house, wash utensils and cloth, weave, look after the ‘children . - :

and the domesticated animal, fetch. water and firewood, make .

* country liquor, and so on. If we closely examine the daily routine

of Garo women we will see that they have to do more work = -

" than the men. The marriage of a Garo girl is not fixed without an

her-consent. After marriage, her husband has to come to live in

her family of orientation. The mahari or lineage is a very

important organization among the Garos. The mahari members
are traced through female line. It is the main duty of the mahari

to keep peace and amity among thé members of the organization. .
After the death of a wife the husband cannot marry again -

“without the consent of his wife's mahari. The children of a

couplé are included in the mother's mahari and they have to
accept the surname of their mother. Divorce is rare among . -
them; however a wife may be divorced through the permission
of her mahari for her laziness, barrenness, adultery or cruelty.
A Garo mother is the owner of the household property. Without
a daughter a Garo family is not complete. A daughterless Garo
couple generally adopt a girl from the wife's mahari. Among.
the daughters, a daughter is selected to inherit her mother's
property who is known as nokna. The husband of nokna is
known as nokrom. Afterwards if the father and mother do not -

* Iike her activities, they can change their choice by curtailing her -

power and selecting another daughter as inheritress.
(Imm)

A Garo woman is never selected as a village head. They
are generally not allowed to attend the meeting of the village .
council. Literally though a woman is the head of the family, in
practice her hushand controls and supervise his wife's property.
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Empowerment of Tribal Women for
Environmental Protection =~
Lakhinanda Bordoloi*

Environmental problems have attracted the attention of a
wide cross-section of people all over the world during the last -
two decades. People are increasingly becoming conscious of a
variety of problems like global warning, ozone layer depletion,
acid rain, famines, droughts, floods, scarcity of fuel, firewood
and fodder; pollution of air, water, sound and problems from
hazardous chemicals and radiation which have adverse affects
on environment. No nation in the world has been spared nor has
any citizen been untouched. ' ‘ ,

The recent increase in industrialization and urbanization
during the last century has brought extensive environment pollution
problems to the nation. For the people of our region (North East
India) environmental problems pose a great challenge which is
unprecedented in its scope and complexity. Now, environment is
certainly an important concern for people of the region.

The seven North Eastern states together occupy an area
of around 255.084 sq. k.m. and comprise about 7.8 of India’s
land area. About 65 percent of this land area in North East is
under forests. At the same time the forests in this region have
also beenunder tremendous pressure from human practices like
shifting cultivation, timber logging, agricultural expansion etc.
According to the assessment made by the Union Ministry of
Environment and Forests, all the North Eastern states have lost
their forest cover to varying extents.

The two hill districts of Assam; viz, Karbi Anglong and
North Cachar contain 39-40 percent of the total forests of the
state. However, the forests in the hill areas are facing the

* Lecturer, Dhing College, Nagaon.
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g?stlhi:%ht of defor.estation.. Furthermore, only about 25 percent
orest area in the hills are in the form of forest reserves

under the direct government co

ntrol. The rest are
fore§t under the control of Autonomous Councils anl:inls:sl;eldlicﬂid
monitored and protected. In fact, 75 percen o

! ored an te t of the fo i
~two hill districts €xist as unclassed or unscheduled o;e ;igl tg;

- protected their ec sured theijr gg;
practices, custom(.:l,mfl:l{c aslg::g W;_thu': alues like t(rl:é]ifio::lc::lia?d
medicines, thejr d; S To tales, -
both s o sc:lr dla;ects etc: So, it is sajq t;:Olk dances, folklore
parable relanonship. By ovat ftc;rests and tribals
€r the years, tribals
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are not holding any grip over the forest and forest based resources
because of various reasons, like forest based resources have
been deteriorated in their areas, forest policy which does not
allow them to enter in the forest areas, impact of government
policy to bring them up to mainstreams through reservation in
the field of education, employment, politics etc. Now, their
dependency over forest and forest based resources has declined
to a large extent. E .
Sometimes, it is seen in the North Eastern region that the
undertaken development projects have been creating lot of
problems for them who are mostly poor. "Victims of development'
are common among the tribals in the region and in their turn
when these unfortunate people use natural resouces they are
accused of causing damage to the environment by 'illegal’ uses
of forests and other natural resources. These have changed the
way of life of tribals in terms of economy, culture and
employment. K , R
The forest communities or tribals have not only contributed -
a lot in restructuring the countries: politics and administration,
they are playing role in other spheres of nation building. There
fore, it is felt that this forest communities can play vital role in

. environmental sustenance. Not only the tribal men but the women

have an active role to play. In the context of environment where

~ human activity must maintain a perfect balance with all

environmental condition, the tribal women must be encouraged,
empowered and given the scope to prove their worth in maintaining
a proper ecological balance. As they are not only mother, a
partner of the family, but a member of the society and therefore,
they should come forward as decision maker. Their participation
will certainly help in the sustainable growth of the environment.
It is because their thinking and perception is different in
environmental issues from those of other women.

Women Awarenes for Environmental Protection :
Global awareness of women after the Earth Summit is considered
significant event regarding environmental protection.The Earth

- Summit was held at Rio-de-Jeneiro (Brazil) in June 1992, where



: ;u‘l'lltal _ro.le. in e.:nvil;'.onment management and development. Their
participation is therefore essential to achieve sustainable
development and ensure a better future for all" '

- Subsequently, the fourth women conference on women

- Was held at Beijing and the NGO's forum at Huairo. Both these
?;Etés re;i;ﬁhrl?:ed a glc.)bal. concern for women, their roblems and
e 0 CIr participation. In Indja the All India Womens'
-Onlerence laid down efforts on sustainable development in

- search of X ;

" warl d,ox}er?eace and eQUalltyv whl‘ch“has gathered momentum

ﬁeld'agi:g::r‘gy 9:1;;02 it on sustainable dvelopment was
in ; .

role ‘of women in this 1_egan;"."hmhemphaslze among others the

. empowerment will certainly reduce
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dimensions such as Economic, Social, Educational, Political,
Physical, Psychological etc. in its purview to uplift their lives. All
the dimensions have equal importance for the poor tribal women
from the veiw of environmental protection.

1) The achievement of sustained and equitable development
remains a great challenge for tribal- women. Economic
empowerment covers equal benefit of economic growth, credit,
social cohesion, participation and interaction. The environmental
economics builds its theoritical base mainly on the concept of
welfare economics. It is a part of economics which deals with
inter relationship between the environment and development.
The environment: economic empowerment will limit the
environment constraints for development of tribal women.
Edequate  knowledge of environment economy helps the
development and sustainable growth of the environment.

2) Social empowerment emphasizes institutional mechanism
to promote cordial relationship among and enforce to provide
recognition capability to members in the society. This dimension
may bring tribal women closer to other members from cultural,
religious, psychological and social point of view which helps
them to promote suitable social environment, :

Apart- from . this, tribal women have suffered a lot of
problems due to deforestation in their social order. Problems like
collection of forest produces, herbs, medicines, firewoods etc. to
run their day to day life; the employment of tribal women in
mining sector, engagement in building construction as labour,
association with social evils like bottle-legging, grmbling, beggary,
Prostitution etc. due to urbanization, industrialization, over

crowding and population growth are quite common now. Social
all the social problems related

to the environment. 3

~ . 3) Education is a basic tool for empowering tribal women
and other marginalised group for improving literacy, gender
sensitivity, equal opportunities, awareness generation, leadership,
team work approach etc. In deed, education can play a leading
role developing a multidisciplinary and ethical oriented form in
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order to devise solution to the problems related to environment.

-Environment education means education on environment
which is relatively interdisciplinary study. In order to maintain
sustainablg environment tribal women must know the interaction
betw.een mankind and environment with reference to problems
causing from emergency of human species in terms of the
technological development of late 20th century. Education
crpowerment aiming at and informing them about various
problems and causes will certainly provide solution to the problem.

4) Political empowerment includes thoughts of political

processes in terms of power decentralization, sharing ideas,
deClSIOI'l; making etc. It creates political awareness about day to
- day a_tchyities of state, encourages the tribal women contest the
election, criticize government etc. It promotes them along with
the concept of equality, liberty and justice in all walks of life. By

this way tribal women can take part in decision making and |

legislation for environmental protection. o

"5) Physical empowerment promotes good health and
capabut.y for higher productivity. Physical enipowerment makes
other . ensi?ns -Strong. The growth, survival and health of
manklpd are directly linked with environment, The components
of environment not only affect but also determine physical status.
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discrimination are major reasons wliy now the tribal women are
unable to show their skill and ability. In contemporary society
tribal women are economically insecure female illiteracy, poverty,
violence & others are common as mentioned abov.e, '
Remedies : Some remedial measures to remove obstacles in
the way of tribal womens' participation in environmental
protection are : _ : .
1) There must be spread of education among them,
increase literacy rate. | .
2) Eradicate Poverty. _
3) * They must be made conscious. o
4) They must be given liberty to freely participate in
organizational work. o
5) Government and other organization must help them
in providing support services. R
6) ' Creation of an enabling policy; institutional and legal
environment. » R
7) Improvement of health care, family planning and
social condition. S o ‘
-8)  Intbgratitig tribal women with other walks of life and
having tribal women representatives at national, state
and local-self government. . S
9) Integrating tribal women into the wider range of
modern technological skills and acﬁViﬁes.' -
'10) Improving general outlook towards them etc.

Role of Tribal Women in Specific Cases for Environmental
Protection : o S

Ina majority of cases of environmental protection tribal
women can play their orle. However, only some specific case
areas, where- maximum scope for their orle are necessitated are
focused here. S

Population Growth and Tribal Women : As population
grows there are signs of énvironmental stress. The need for
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control of population at global level has been felt-and following

the two world conferences at Cairo and Beijing, it has now been

realised that tribal womens' development in all respects will be
most effective in reducing fertility and population. They must be
educated, economically independent, employed and in sound health
to be able 1o limit the size of the family. They must participate
in the family planning'measures, increase the marriageable age,

form volunteer co i ici
Olu; Tporations, participate in panchayats for
successful population contro]. - e

Abandoning tradig; ‘o .
and gathe r?n Tacitiona] Shlﬁm. 8 or jhumming cultivation, hunting
forestry, intmfog ‘I;:;f: ces tribal womens' Participation. in agro
i ] { ] s c 3 .
conservation are need ;t?lzhr:t;:l:: :md ;ther PrOQesses of forest
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measures may help improve the problem. Furthermore, tribal
women ‘can take part in restructuring the cropping system as
mentioned, along with other flood prone measures. Deep water
prone varieties of rice, winter cropping (Rabi), Aus or Ahu;
Bodo paddy in peaty land, multiple cropping etc. can be practiced
during flood. - ' v .

Cruelty on Animals and Birds and Tribal Women : Animals
and birds, specially wild animals and birds are of great importance
in maintaining environmental balance. Indian women like Menaka
Gandhi,Renuka Choudhury takes various measures to prevent
cruelty on animals and birds. A case in the district of North
Cacher at Jatinga during the month of July to October, shows
‘Suicidal' tendency. Taking the advantage of natural 'suicidal’
tendency of the birds the villagers and sometimes people from
outside capture and kill birds. This annual massacre of birds has
been going on si;ice the Pnars (Jaintias or Syntengs). settled
there long before. It is because of ignorance and lack of

consciousness about environment that tribal of the locality kill

birds and preserve by smoking it to serve as food throughout the
year. The-women segment of the tribals can play vital role in
prevention of such cruelty on birds in collaboration with Assam
forest department officials. If the women participate in the process
it may be easier to stop menace.

Wasteland Development and Tribal Women : Wasteland
means degraded land, but which can be brought under vegetative
cover with a reasonable effort. Wasteland development through
afforestation and tree plantation with peoples participation need
to be popularized. The tribal women of North East India are
contributing much for the development of wasteland in this region.
It is needless to mention that re-use of wasteland can remove
poverty, regenerate and help restore ecological balance. It has
been seen that in the state like West Bengal women has
successfully managed such wasteland.

Anti-liquor Movement and Tribal Women : 'Arrack’ or 'Tu'
is a kind of indigenous wine locally produced by mostly tribals.
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This has {elaﬁon with their culture and traditions. But, extensive
use of wine pollute social environment and dégrade economy
.So, the task aheafl .is the judicious use of 'Ju' or 'Arrack’ onl);
;ll;:ultural and religious functions. But, today addiction to liquor
beqm.ne a fash101.1 in the society. It is seen that people are

| ;n;o'rzzdduited to f(frelgn produce wine than locally produced 'Ju'
by acl'cr.hiThe licensed me shops are contributing to the
acﬁvitim.‘ di's' le'ads to social problems in terms of anti-social
o i ::’is nﬁ:lpnon of family, accidents on road etc. Addiction
ey 0v only a problgpl -for the rich, but also those living
bow 1o t?; erty line. So, 1t'1s a serious issue for the women

¢y become successful in the anti-liquor movement.

Non-conventional En,

onventional Energy and Tri

gombust;lon of fossil fuel causes serious
ut thej. use of non-conventional epe

bal Women : The
harm to environment.

active and thermal waste and eve d, agnc},]tura] Wastes, radio
Sewages creating lots of problems, pur. -, Waste Water and

bl .
ems. Pure diinking Wwater problem

tribal womep have to fetch or

Farming and Tri
g and Tribal Womep, ; As mentioned above Tribal
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environment. The development of scientific technology for
economic development at the cost of environment can not be
encouraged. One must bear in mind in this regard that development
and economical reeds must be properly balanced with
environmental condition. An integrated systematic approach must
be evolved in farming sector. For example, integrated pest
management and organic farming with active participation of
tribal women would help in safeguarding the ecosystem.

Social Environment and Tribal Women : In Tribal Societies
family plays the major role in socialization and suitable social
environment conducive for peace and progress. Occupational
trainings, religious beliefs, social customs, cultural norms and
values all are basically learnt within the family. The girls are
assigned their respective role in their social system. So, the
women in their society has a great role to play to uplift the
degraded society of late. Apart from economic and social
inequalities, another form of inequality that is deeply rooted in

-the tribal society is gender bias. Even amongst the most educated

sections of the society, it is common to see families bringing up
their sons and daughters differently. For them the drop-out rate
in the school is higher than the others and again the girls drop-
out rate is higher than it is for the boys, inspite of the fact that
girls tend to outshine academically. However, it is expected that
empowerment of tribal women will be helpful to prevent anti-
social elements of their society and maintain a conductive social
environment. s '

Tribal women do not have any leisure since leaving her
bed early in the momnining and till going to bed at night. They
always remain busy in domestic works, piggery and poultry
farming, weaving, social and customary functions.

Possible "St'rategies and Actions by the Government and
other Agencies:

For the empowerment of tribal women and their respective
communities for environmental protection the government and
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otper' agencies should demonstrate real commitment to the
&epgnmple and practice of environmental protection and sustainable
velopment. The institutions and agencies must take action to

f::':cssﬂlelr attention on environment, population and development

They shouid :

-1) ] :J's:zi\;]ery Opportunity to raise awareness by publicly
~ . SPeaxing out on the importance of environmental
. concems. :
2 Incre.as'é in the fundin
. environmental research.
Encourage outstanding scholars from the tribal women
:zgvglent wtha? t:;e engaged in research and teach
. environmen ics and hel
i thie digeppa elp them lead other scholars
4 . - . . . |
.) . aE;(t)z:ll:l;sh Programs in all major disciplines to teach
5 . . : nwrgnment specially meant for triba] women.
- Appoint advisory committee to promote environmental

g of interdisciplinary

3)

§) ~En¢§ur,ag¢ multidisciplinary thinkjng by 6rg§ﬁsﬁg
7). Establish evifonment stu

8)
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~ The overall participation of the women in environmé_ntal
protection in various parts of the country is quite encouraging. -
But for the tribal women of our state Assam, what is important -

is, they should be empowered. They should not ‘only be empowered
~ for environmental sustainability, but also for social and economic

upliftument. It is felt that the future of every child with respect -
to health, education and. behaviour rests in the hands of the

mother. A healthy educated and enlightened mother will be able -
to devélop their children and next generation better. Therefore,
the women of the weaker sections of the society must be

empowered. The awareness which has been created to empower
them must go on, to achieve an ecologically balanced as well as
a developed country. Tribal women must come free of

~_superstitions, evil social practices, shed their shynes and
hesitations, They should participate in pation building with -

enthusism and dedication.
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B ~.,Wa,te.l'8hed'vManagemAent Programhxes; An

-~ - Instrument For The Socio-Economic

| ‘» o Developmentrof Tribal Women

~ Introduction ; .
o éﬁviﬁz;at:; tl;las l:lw;iys been an iﬂt¢éIal part of the deVélopx‘x’xenf
- a © human societies as it is essential for sustaining

to control deforestatiop,
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- to encourage restoration of ecological balance and

- to promote socio-economic development of village

community ' '

" Rural Development through Watershed Managehlenf:

The Ministry of Rural Areas and Employment, Govt. of
India funds for watershed development schemes under Drought
Prone Area Programme (DPAP), Desert Development
Programme (DDP) and Integrated Watershed Development
Programme (IWDP) for plain and hilly areas. The Gowvt. of

JIndia has given much emphasis on watershed development and

management selecting small areas of treatment for a particular
stretch of time since 1956. The extended uncultured area were
brought under treatment in consecutive phases of development.
While selecting the micro watershed, they keep in- their mind
that, 1. The micro watershed should have preferably more than
50% areas for soil and water conservation treatment and 50%

area under cultivation so that village people who are primarily =

depend.on farming are directly involved and benefited. 2. A
group of villages constituting a micro watershed having a pre-
ponderance of small and marginal farmers/beneficiaries, scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes economically backward classes should
get priority while selection of micro watershed to be treated and
developed takes place. :

The later one is important as it is (watershed development
project) a special programme for the socio-economic upliftment
of the rutal tribal people. Most of the tribal groups are from rural

* areas and engaged in unorganized agriculture, forestry and other

part time labour. The per capita incomes of tribal communities
are much lower in comparison to other non tribal groups.
Watershed development as a participatory community programme

can play the role for bridging the gap between poverty line and

per capita income.

For management of natural watershed resources,
Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) is cpnducted to establish
rapport with the village community as well as to identify and
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these micro watersheds are located. They can encourage
formation of groups consisting 2/3 or 5/6 numbers of women.
The women will take active role in self-help group formation -
where they will take up income generation activities like nurseries,
food processing units, weaving centers; knitting and embroidery
centers etc. Many small scale and cottage industries can be

‘developed with the help of locally available resources. The poor

landless women are willing to undertake land-based activities.
The regeneration of wasteland holds promise for improving food
security at the household level. Given rights over land they have
worked on, leads to social, economic and political empowerment
of tribal women. , , , '
In watershed development projects the rate of participation
of tribal women in village organizations has been increasing.
Traditionally, even among more egalitarian tribal communities, -
women have not taken part in the 'gram sabha’, but this is slowly -
changing. The 'gram sabha' is the traditional community

- organization and the supreme decision making body is presided

over by the elders. The more isolated the village from government
programmes, the more important the 'gram sahba is in organizing
community development action. =~ o
Even in the 'panchayat’ women are coming to have a -
more visible role. These days some 'mahila sangsthan' are .
beginning to represent women's corners at the village level,
such as men's drinking. The dynamism and power of women's
organizations are highly dependent on strong women leaders.

- Some villages also have other; often temporary, women's group,

which are never registered. These are usually set up by the
women themselves in response to their common concerns over
a given social or economic problems. Examples of such groups
are those motivated by local school teachers or forest guards to
fight for causes such as the scarcity of drinking water or roads.
Govt. agencies and NGOs have established various women's
groups in many villages around development initiatives. The most
common are women's groups for savings and credit and income
generation schemes. The women's group that has grown out of
the 'watershed development commiittees of the Rajiv Gandhi
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" Empowerment of Women for Peace -
Building in Assam |
o A Tom 'Mangattlithazhe |

Our gathering here today comes at a particularly critical
and challenging time. The events and atrocities which are -
currently unfolding in the region have shocked us all and continie
to shroud community relations with apprehension and growing
pessimism. The unspeakable suffering inflicted upon innocent
civilians, women and children over the past few years constitutés.
a flagrant breach of national and international law and human
rights. Despite international Instruments, Constitutional provisions,

special laws, the status of women continues to be a cause of

concern. The question, is : Have the women been able to reap
the benefits provided for them under the Constitution of India? -
The answer, unfortunately is not encouraging. There is a-long

- way to go to achieve the goals enshrined in the Constitution,"

_ It saddens us and confounds our hopes and expeciations

 that the dark legacy of cross cultural intolerance armed conflicts -

and violence, not only take a vast toll onfh'uman life, but'also
impedes social and human development and depletes resources.

In situations of violence and. conflicts, we have seen how the - A
vulnerable and weaker segments of society - women and children ~ -
- are to an alarming degree the primary victims and targets of

these aggressions. T SR
" . Our current disillusionment, however, should not lead us -
into greater pessimism and despair because I believe ‘that
humankind's dispositon for coexistence and peace outweighs the -

 propensity for violence. It is possible and vital to dedicate and

commit ourselves to avert violence at all levels, to resolve conflict

through peaceful means and to forge a't’titu;l‘eg of understanding

* Secretary, DCPF
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and active concern towards one another

This i
his is a moment of great peril, and great promise. We

stand at
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peace is greater than ever: the ur future : the potential for

| AR ;
S e potential for violence and chaos

; ' ment such is. it i
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perIe of this land particularly
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have t :
hem; and we care for the earth, for the peace and security

of this and future generations,
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: . ts
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It won't be the
women a
to be women and 22

g peace to our region. Men
olicit this statement either;
somewhat sadly.

teaching of human brotherhood ang
pacifism. In June 1940 their "Peace
Worker (A news paper started by
could use nonviolent means to reg;

W(?I:lld Not give up her
Edition" of the Catholic
her) suggested that they
St an invader, Day wrote
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about the immorality of conscription, and she urged people to be
Conscientious Objectors. After the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
the Catholic Worker headline and subhead line read. Our
Country Passes from Undeclared to Declared War; We
Continue Our Christian Pacifist Stand. In addition to the
weapons of starvation of its Enemy, our Country is now
using the weapons of Army, Navy, and Air Force.

Dagmar Wilson

Dagmar Wilson was the mother of three and worked as
an artist illustrating children's books. She became concerned
about the policies of the Cold War and was influenced by the
ideas of Linus Pauling, Bertrand Russell, and Albert Einstein.
After hearing a speech by psychiatrist Jerome Frank, she joined
the Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy (SANE). During the
Berlin wall crisis she read about the protest of Bertrand Russell
and was moved to do something about his arrest. When she
learned that SANE was planning no response, she called her
friends. On September 21, 1961 they came up with the idea that
for peace women could go on strike for one day. The next day
the women began issuing their appeal to "End the Arms Race-
Not the Human Race, "proclaiming," We strike against death,
desolation, destruction and on behalf of life and liberty. Women
devote their lives to raising children to be healthy and
good citizens, but in the nuclear age all women, including .
mothers, have an urgent duty to work for peace so that
their children will have a future.

Barbara Deming

The tremendous influence of feminism on the peace
movement in the 1960s and 1970s js perhaps best typified by
Barbara Deming. Writing for The Nation and Liberation
magazines, she described her participation in various nonviolent
protest movements. She visited Cuba and North Vietnam and
reported the viewpoints of the other side. She explained the
philosophy and methods of the Committee for Nonviolent Action



2‘3-.6

(’CNVA and théir’ recomnwndatxon 6f unilateral disarmament to
all countnes 1nclud1ng the Sovnet Umon I her account’ of the
1§5ﬁ Francisco to“MoscovV walk’ the mirfor 1mages ‘of Russian
and‘Amencan fears and defense p011c1es weré revealed ‘At tﬁe
9Gind tiife' tie pefson ot perdon’ effectiveriess of nonviolent difect
"o wak eloquéitly’ porh'ayed By walking for’ peace-ini the
South she ‘comibined’the” qiiest for civil rights'and justice with
pece and nonviolence. During the Vietnam War she lectured
and wrote about the atrocities the United States was perpetratmg
’agamst theiVietmameser: ot 5oL sty
Lo oo siansed t,;,.ﬂ ‘,‘,‘I.)‘v.r, P TR IR TRTRRTes

yeoantin v
hJ yw R A L EAR 17

R A T P P ST SO sy R
R e N B PO ORI PT LR RETRRES SRR

; 2 IP 1997 Jddy Wilhams ‘anid thé' Inie‘rﬁémonal Campalgn to
rl;:‘)dd lLaxidrr{fines (’ICBL) wdn the Nobel ‘Peace Prizé for helping
'get 121 nahoﬁs to" sxgn ' the" Mme Ban Treaty in’ Ottawa.
L:{Befnbre shie’ Eﬁed “Prifices! Diania“ Had' also worked" onéthis' issue.
“As ofzoos%ms treéty«has Beén ratifiéd by 143 ‘natioris, but the
1 Umteh Stetef: Russxa, China ﬁndla, both Koreas, Pakistan; Israel,
‘Egypﬁ‘lt‘an‘ Traq dre aongy the 42 fations tht Have'refusd.
About h{mdred‘ li’gﬂhdn’landnunes exist in'the earth; and desplte
‘th“ese recént effdfts abouf 15,000 to 20, ,000 casitalties ‘still occur
: egch éiear Willisths explaitied How’ Iandmines; Gnicé' they ‘have
"been' placed do'h ot’d{sf:’ﬁ}iﬁiiate between oldiers- anid civilians,

“"’d ‘after *the ‘end’ of ‘the wir thej ey’ rertiain- ’déadl')'r imfeﬁmtely

(BEFFAIMS

ﬁnlesS’they are’ removea' She-éstimiated that sevénty“’counmes .

“Yiave bebn’ Contarninaty by tens of millions of mifiés. Cambot'lla
still has about five million ‘from the 19705, The Umted iStates
military reported that about thirty million mines sggtw
throughout Afghanistan in the 1980s. Six milliog Tandrmia e
< sown ity the former: Yugoslavia inthe., :1990s..Angola‘has nine
+nillion; Mozambigue and Sorvalia haye a million each. The. number

ti«of Jandmiries stockpiled: thioughont: the 'WOtld s estlmated at
+11100-200 million. -+ HOiTutiniyg G i Lo s e eufESs L

ety
I n; 13 _:san Sull »Kylln oy -' Yo ety S )«.l_'_r,sl LI et
Glis IJ "Il i - R S KINRTIT h "wul ol Lot

+s.-.4, yAuDg San-Suu Kyi. was bpm m Rangoon on, June;; 19,
1945 Her father Aung San, who led the independence revolution

'S ke

Fe

““waﬁ) mpat% onal, hexg,, was a assassmated on July 19 1947 Her

‘;J

IR: ther, Khin, }fyl was a ambassador th E‘ngljan}%ﬁﬂ-ﬁ?;‘: Squ
yiw mﬂﬁenéea by the nonvxolen'tp osé hy < o'f ) She
UJ:J\ !’(11 2 Ofie QUL AUTIET Y iy u 1 AR !
garned a B ;grﬂee,m ‘h%fJosop ) o"ﬁtlcs and economics glt 0()16(15
niversify in 1967, d she ‘worked for ‘the’ jIflml;ed l\f tloﬁ
R 00 e ok froi 1969' 1671 Oty 23'Géhe
Ne'Wil B o' hiad rilled’ Buitirid 455 Ohe-pafty state Sitice 1@62
'Em%'ﬁnced hn&re‘ufement ind roposed 4 téferendunton WHther
T R4 Shes Pafty'ot7 multi-party systeims The cefifral Gofirittce
‘of e’ Bihnid’ Sodialist Prograsiine PartY"(BSPP)“‘elé?:te& hew
"feaders Whio decided) ot it have' the référeridutrii: 520 s
nl ”“"éthaéﬂt 'Zl%’ﬁl’o ] s‘t'f'dndlié“led“’tb' a‘rfests,r U elitfews, atid
oAt O ot fmart1a1 14w on August3a§ 10,000 peisple EARARA.
'FIVEddys Tater ORO818188' at 8:08 a'ti, thie pi'o-dembér&cy
«ﬂabe:ﬁéﬁtfwassfa‘meéaqﬁd ‘ generaTstrike Begati-with teniscof
‘tHBUSE S denbiistiting dn Rafioon: ‘OricAuBUst 5 Auig San
SbKyriptoposedias Peopls's Consultative Committee to aétias
it ifitelfnedidry betweeiithe; students and the-government. Eleven
+days)laterosherspokeito ia:rally ‘of a zhalf millién people outside
ntheShwedagon: Pagodd, : aillmg( feirSfree Jandi/fair: elections;as .
tsdon-as possibleimotiins oi wlano? 217 st 10} m,u:h-zm s
2BV Aing bean Sunl Ky irhad written ‘about- the nied for
f&flé‘lﬁ@crac‘ﬁ nonviolence) «dnd national sunity. cShe' countered
criticisms that democracy is not:Burmesei:Ins&Quest: of
Democracy"” she-described the ten Buddhist dutles of kings,

£y 0

which ae liberality, morality, generosity (self-sacriﬁce),m%mty,

nkindness. (qowrage), usterity, (self-discipline),. :nPn-anger,
bmylsz! 1G8,Pasience., and.nt opposing the, will of he people.

e e e D e
acgon 1Y NGRS JRorS 8 o Jm T

2 )ﬂ{tB Hthm P mxon ;3 JP% l'a,)u \ (U%lyfl)lp ol v&ja d?%s’xim
a}?gn?j qqu wa n: nar . :?Eu gacos wertlol s 'Jnr S h s “pi2

2Medda ;Benjﬁmmi sz b eiede cnuol i Enm bediny

bovailsd ‘)m; blids ¢ es afur mopley ‘Jlﬂ briovrunih o2 poct o

08.

toitad qMedea, Benjamin. woked, for ‘?" R 8 aﬁﬁ, P, ! r:,rm‘»s‘

B9 Neitonist in 1 iy America and Africa for the United Nations



o - 38
Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Health Organisation,

© . and the Swedish International Development Agency. After being

a senior analyst for Food First, in San Francisco she co-founded
Global Exchange in 1988. Ten years later the Washington Post
credited this organization with putting labour right on the human
ngh.ts agenda. Global Exchange helped to organize large protests
against the World Trade Organization meeting at Seattle in
Dec.ember_ 1999. Benjamin was instrumental in coordinating the
anti-sweatshop campaigns that have sprung up on college
- campuses, and she has Jed the effort to get corporations, such
as Nike and the Gap, to establish ethical codes of conduct. In
1999 her -w_.ork helped expose the indentured servitude of garment
workers in Saipan that led to a billion-dollar lawsuit against
seventeen retailers. She has also promoted worker riglit in China,
the liberation of Indonesia from the tyranny of General suharto
and self-determination for East Timor. Benjamin supported tht;
peace process between the Zapatistas and the Mexican
government :gnq has ‘struggled to get the embargées against
Cuba and Iraq lifted. In 2000 Medea Benjamin was the Green

Party candidate for the US Senate in California. She has written.

and edited books to help lin citizens of the first and third worlds,

and she wrote a biography of Brazil's first .
senator, Benedita da Silva. . pOOr @d black woman

Pecae Pllgnm .

On January 1,1953 a woman calling herself Peaée Pllgl‘lm ‘

began walking around the United States and Canada for world
peace. By 19§4_,she had walked 25,000 miles, and she kept
walking, praying, counseling and teaching until her death in an

. automobile accident on July 7,1981. She owned only the clothes

she wore, a comb, a folding toothbrus !

walked until she found sﬁelter,' and l:th:azgdfzgu:;:’ :l;:
given food. She discovered the golden rule as a child and believed
she could make friends by being friendly. She had a deep belief
in God and prayer and taught spiritual principles to all she met.
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4. Women Peace activists of India

"Mahila Shanti Sena™ (MSS), which means "Women's
Peace Force'. This 5,000-member strong cadre of women in
Bihar, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and Manipur is
convinced that it can, by sheer moral force, tackle anything,
from resolving the daily problems of villagers, farmers, women
and other marginalised groups to holding a dialogue with hardcore
militans. s - e

And their mgic appears to be working. In Assam's Nalbari
district, for instance, the initiative has shut the people's doors to
militants. And in Gokhar Dahak village in Bihar's Jamui district,
MSS solved an irrigation problem faced by local farmers - through
sheer hard labour. The farmers were worried because it was
the second year that their crops were wilting for want of canal
water. The government authorities did not show any interest and
finally, when the men decided to help themseleves, 300 women
from the MSS present at the meeting volunteered their assistance.

MSS has been instrumental in forcing the closure of
serveral bhattis (a place where illicit liquor is made). MSS forced
the bhattis to close down, because the women of the village
wanted it. Now the men do not drink frequently and the women
are happy. Any woman over 18 years of age can become an
MSS member by paying an annual fee of five rupees. However,
potential members must not be affiliated to any political party.
MSS members receive no remuneration or stipend for the work
they take upon themselves.

MSS members are trained over a period of four to seven
days. Apart from being oriented towards the movement's ideology,
they also learn how to address and resolve various social issues.

The training schedule is designed so as not to disrupt women's
routines in their homes and to maximise attendance. MSS

meetings are forums during which social and economic issues
are regularly discussed, and members are taught not to
discriminate against the girl child and to discourage the practice
of dowry. '
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lil;eminded persons. We believe that in the long'.ruﬁ we will be
safer and stronger if it is respected, rather than fe,ared Some
of the urgent tasks in this regard are the following .

Ensure Women's representation
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It‘mu'st be global with national and regional and grass root level
orientation because violence is global, national, regional and very

much local. This work needs to be supported as the .very
substance of peace in Northeast India.’ S

Strengtlien Women's capacity for leader_ship and Peacé '

This is why there is a need today for a more positive and
influential role for women in promoting the values of peace and
tolerance in our societies. Women's capacity for leadership must
be utilized to the full and to the benefit of all in order to progress
‘towards a culture of peace. Their historically limited participation
in governance has led to a distortion of concepts and narrowing
of processes. "The Assam Movement led by students and the
newly formed Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) of the 1980s was
characterized by mass representation of women. But one never
say any woman make it to the ranks of their decision making
bodies, be it the AGP office, or in any students union bodies.
One also did not see any individual women or member of a
“mahila samiti address the misdoings of those people (Whom
they supported during the Movement) who consequently became
political leaders and ministers".> This is the crux of the problem.
Mahila Samities have not been able to question the bastion of

the power structure, which is predominantly male, be it in the

Congress, AGP or any other political party of the past and

present. Today, the call for women to transcend their traditional

roles can no longer be considered merely an issue of equality of
human rights. It has become a requisite if we are to hold our
societies together. Women bring to the cause of peace among
people to distinctive experiences and perspective. Women's role
in giving and sustaining life has provided them with skills and
insights essential to peaceful human relations and social
dévelopment. Women subscribe less readily than men to the
myth of the efficacy of violence, and they can bring a new
vision to a joint effort of moving towards peace. "A significant
case at hand, of a women's body asserting itself in the broader
framework of the Naga Civil society for socio-political
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transformatxon is the Naga Mothers. Assoctatlon (NMA) With
their theme ; Shed No,more Blood and thelr acttye mvolvement
as- pegotlators and, medxators of peace and Justice beyond tnbal
lmes they have become a part of the vanguard of the process
of attammg Justlce and peace for the Nagas "
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*  Support for processeés and ’po'lit‘;y‘re"fo’t"'lzrf'tt’ii’st’o'p‘‘.flié.'i

.. manufacture, importation and usage of small,arms in order
,‘to facilitate- the promotion of. a culture of peace 5.—.; o
~-‘ ""Exchange: and-‘mefitoring programmes for ‘womien" leaders
working on conflict issues. RERREE
i1 Capacity building - +for conﬂlct resolutlon and trammg on:
conflict management skills. - LAl
*>i [iformatiot'sharing and ‘partnetship dé@élo‘p‘xﬁént sfot.
research on women s role in conflict 'mediation” and

U [IE:

Hl e

L.,mres()luuorp't Siitune oot e s e Dt sl g
*  Research and dbcumentatlon of 'women's' role in° confhct
Jnnurresolutlon T T A N TR I o
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ebiswaos voilGay 24 il i Referencé Tnite el st bt
£ zrsan ot st on o Towe L oo ‘;:\‘5.?. !ﬁ B Ta Rty

Intemh’hétihl’lmtl‘umenlefor‘women Empowerment Byl
bas leui uninpas 151 o 1]
At'the Intemattonal level prohtbmon agamst sex dlscmmnatxon
was first articulated in th Umted Nations Charter ‘of 1945 and ‘Tater
feiterated inithe Universal Déclarationiof Human Rights-of 1948; Since
thien] Virtirally all hitman rights instrunents'bave reinforced and éxténded
protections against dlscnmmatlon The International Covenant of Givil
and Polmcal,;ll{rghts, ted in.1966 guarantees equal protecnon of the
Jawto both sexes. The International Covenaiit of Economic: Social and
Culiurai'Rights dlsovadopted in’ 1966~ promises ‘womén® equality ‘of
status ’Tlié“”Fourth”Woﬂd ‘@onferénce on“‘Women; held ‘at::Beijing
brotight ‘ud! further " forwaid by" ‘feaffitining gender equahty' as a

fundamental pre-requisite forsbctal justice!- b e 2> TILT 0 L
& “haoBerhidps: the:vmaost impartant.-conceptualy advance in.the
interfiational law:of wome's gights is.the:Convention.on the Ehmmatxon
Gf/AllTForms) of i Discrimination: <Against Wome (CEDAW), effeg ective
1981 which provides that women be given: rights equal to: mqse of

ual terms. The Pre mble of CEDAW maintains that the full
eglre'tre‘ 'develo rnent of : 8 | country; the welfare of the world'and
the cause' of | peace requtre the taximuts p%mpanon of 'womien' on
equal terms with men in all fields.
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, Nationa_l Il‘lstmments for women Empowerment

The Preamble to our Constitution refers to the

promise of social

Justice. Right to equality has been enshrined as a Fundamental Right |

- under Chapter IIT of the Constitution,

. . i which als isi
affirmative action in favour of women, © has a provision for

Article 14 confers on men '

. & and women i -

in ;he political, economic and social spi%l::ls rights and opportunities

 Article 15 prohibits discriminatic ' o
. e minatio i

_of rehgnon, race, caste, sex, etc. " against

Article 15(3) makes a s

- afﬁ{matlvg dnscrimina;iqns in favour of women

. Article 16 provides for equali
o ual e
appointments for all citizeny,  \ CPPOUTites in matter of public

any citizen on the grounds

Article 39(a) lays down.th '

Article 39(s) that the State shall direct ts pol; '4
Pk : ) Irect

livelllinhnoi :11 ;l;l!nlzens, Jmen and women, equally, thélrt?gﬁ? lg);nt:a“;:r d:’
fivlibod, e Article 39(c) ensures equal pay for equal work °
Article 42 directs the State to make t

hu’mane conditions of werk aud - re. provision for ensuring just and

The Consti ity relief, - g
onstituti :
Article 51 :z:;:‘ 'mposes a fundamental duty on every citizen thr
0 renounce the practices d ough
women ) erogatory to the dignity of

on th Northeast, WalterFémad'
Guwahati, 2002, p. 174-182

5 Walter Fernades & Sanjay Barbora

in India: Focus of the Northeast, NES(eds) Changing Women's Status

RC, Guwahati, 2002, p. 136
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Role Of Vocational Trainihg For Economic
Empowerment Of Karbi Women
' : Ms Chitra Sarma*

Introductidn :

Women constitute 48 percent of the Indian population.
But when-we discuss about human rights, we often forget that
women as human beings are also entitled to fundamental human-

 rights. We have denied and continue to deny them basic human

rights. Even after 60 years of independence these women
continue to live in a state of neglet and exploittion. The issue of
women and their rights has been an ongoing topic of discussion

now-a-days. In recent years, all over the world emphasis:have' -

been given mainly on women issues. 4
In post independent India the constitution framework and

policy initiatives have stressed on promoting gender equality in .

all walks of life. The constitution of India not only grants equality - -
to women but also empowers the state to adopt measures of
affirmative discrimination in favour of women. The notion of
equality is also stressed in the National Policy on Education
1986. ' ’ ' o o

The Concept-Women Empoivermg'n’t, :

The Concept of women empowerment was introduced at
the International Women Conference at Nairobi is 1985. The
term empowerment was defined as "a distribution of social power
and control of resources in favour of women". Empowerment is
not something which could be made available in form of an

" object to those whom we think are in need of it. It is not just

a concept that could be defined with the help of an universally
accepted parameters. It is considered as a process which includes

some components.

* Lecturer, Department of Education, Cotton College, Guwahati - 1
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it should be inculcated thdt gifls and* womeh -are’ not*only
. housewiyes and:- mothers. but they are also workers in the
econonuc smce they should be educated to perform an
mdrspensable role in the, home and in the household economy, as
. well for hrmgmg enhghtenment and emanclpatxon Empow rment
'qf women, through educanon will develop: .. .. "
L.~ Self;esteem -and self-conﬁdence of. women. .' , o
2 A positive image of women by recognizing their contnbutxon

= to the society, economy:-and.polity.,... ... . ..47

23 "Developing decxsronmakmg ablhtles S o R

"4 Ablhty to thmk" "tlcally o B LR R,
5 Involvmg m areas hke educatlon, empowerment and health

; 16.) ,Equal parucxpatlon 1n the process of development PR
7. Provision of legal lrteracy and mformatlon relatlng to, thelr
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8 Knowledge and skill for economlc mdependence.

LI s Well proved that economlc deVelopment social
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) «,WhICh 1s chan{gmg vastly It also creates a growmg reallsatlon
;A AT g . the 'people that development would have never becoine

el s ustaining unless 1t is accompamed by correspondmg changes
A0 the at'ti ‘des, yalues, knowledge and skill of the peop‘_le asa
whole and | more partlcularly of women. In such a srtuatlon the
EN .) RIS U R ¥4 P \
. Tole of education is t to make the change desrrable. Ttis educatron

that reates 'modem outlook among womenI whrch in’ turn

iy Srea n.on .
\ stréqgt)h;en!s {thenl' claim for better statds| in the so&ety and
o 1 ol LAY AU

empowering ﬂmemselveos., So m the present context the most
‘ 'lmportan thing is to 'imipart ediication to women and to make

! 'ﬂ'fé‘m Wite about thelr status, nghts“pnvileges and make them
Bho‘ claut “depé d t\(),‘.m AT
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- .Economic Status Of Women In India :

. According to the census report, 2001 the women literacy
is ?4.1.6 percent which is lagging behind the literacy of men
which is 75.85 percent. This wide gender disparity in literacy

?xplains why women are backward. Moreover, gender disparity |
is also neglected in all type and all levels of education. Reserach -

studies reveal that 80% of the female. population in India is rural,

 economically very active but poor illiterate.

" They face enormous problems in labour market. Female

', wor!(e_rs are engaged in multiple activities which vary from unpaid
- family work to wage labour ouitside the home. Their participation

in labour force is.not only smaller in preparation but also

. dgplox_’able. They carry out equal responsibilities with their female
. coufltelpans but do'not get to enjoy -equal position. Hence in .
 India, women constitute a deprived section, - | |

' | 'Need‘ of chational Training For Empowering Women

- India lives in villages. Rural women constitute a significant

- majb_ri_tvyv of illiterate and poor daily wage earners. They need
. edqcanpn and vocational Training that empowers them with basic ~
knowledge, skills and attitudes. Basic education must ensure her .

“economic interdependence, psychological security, political

- consciousness and healthy life. It also provides her freedom in
. different ways. ‘That is why appropriate vocational training for .
., them is the need of the hour fo economic empowerment, NGO

have a potent role to play in this -

“and Voluntary' Organisations
context. Vocational Training in all those subjects that are

v ‘inef_xp?p;ive and requires alittle investment in terms of raw

- materials, equipments, ' maintenance and e shou

ials, 1ents, ‘ma space sh '
incorporated. In this regard short term tr; : et b

aining courses can be
should be fostered among ail types of wome
their socio-economic status, level of education and locality

It is félt that Sdmetimc_:, even a little education greatly -

increases a woman earning capacity which leads to he changes

self employment - ;
n irréspective of
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in the attitudes, values, knowledge and skills of the girls. Without
access to education women are denied the knowledge and skill
needed for vocational training. That means, education and
vocational training creates the awareness of ecnonomic self
dependence. ' ’ '

Role of Vocational Training Centres in Bringing About
Economic Empowerment of Karbi Women. '

The example of economic empowerment is véry much
prominent in the small town of Diphu which is the headquarter
of Karbi Anglong District of Assam. In this backward hill District

-the Karbis and other tribal people have now a days become

very much conscious about economic empowerment. They feel
that only education can make them conscious about economic
empowerment. _ o

Though Karbi male gives equal treatment and respect to
their female counterparts but, there is a vast difference between
a literate and an illiterate girl. A little eduction helps them to
realise the need of economic independence and thereby they
commands higher wages than an illiterate girl. This also creates
a need among them to join into some vocational training centres
so that, with these vocations they can earn their living and can
thereby maintiain a better and healthier life with better status,
rights, knowledge and privileges. :

Some vocational training centres and production centres
in Diphu have been playing a vital role in putting effort for
bringing consciousness about economic empowement among tribal
girls. To name a few the efforts of the District Mahila Samiti,
Handloom Production Centre, Training cum production Centre
for Women. Vocational and Commercial Training Institute,
Handloom Training Centre, Moromi Enterprise, Baby Art. Centre,
Purnima Jute service Centre have been il;volved in giving training
in some vocations like typing, weaving, cutting, knitting,
embroidery, painting, toy making and Jute handicraft etc. Thereby
they are trying to give the opportunity to do something in the
right earnest.
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o The table given below shows the numbr of girls trainees
in different vocational Centres at Diphu.

SL No. | Name of the Vocational Centres No. of
' Trainees
L. | District Mahila Samiti , )
2 | Handloom Production Centre o 7
3 Training cum Production Centre for Women 50
4 | Vocational and Commercial Training Institute 17
5. | Handloom Training Centre - . 4
6. | Moromi Entérprise | 2
7. Bflby Art Centre g 8
8. | Purnima Jute Service Centre 12

. The District Mahila Samit is a NGO which was estabfished
in 1968. The trainees in this NGO are in the age group of 15
to 20 years. There are other four self financing private training
Centres and except one, i.e. the Vocational and Commercial

Institute, the other three centre are run by women where the
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trainees are also girls. It is basically a typewriting training school
where both the girls and boys trainees are equal in number. The
Handloom Production Centre is the only semi Govt. centre in
Diphu. Half of the finance is sponsored by the govt. and rest
comes from selling the products of the Centre. The Handloom
Training Centre and the Training Cum Production Centre for

* Women are the two govt. vocational training centre in Diphu. In

the former Centre there are 15 seats where 5 seats are for boys
and rest 10 seats are for girls and widows. But surprisingly all
the 15 seats are occupied by girls.This has given the changing
scenario of attitudes, values and urge for education among the
girls. B R
So from the above study it has been found that the
vocational training centre in Diphu of Karbi Anglong has
inculcated the attitudes among the girls that education can change
their present and future lives for the better. It is education which
is positively correlated with their attitudes towards economic
empowerment. With little education and vocational training they
are determined to start their own centres in future. It also creates
a modern outlook amongst the girls which ih turn strengthen
their claim for better status in the society. Because, lack of
education implies lack of awareness about.their own right and
privileges, which ultimately become a factor in deteriorating their
status. '

Conclusion

Weaker section is not biological or psychological concept
but a cultural conditioning. Economic dependence of women
forces them to suffer. In fact in male dominted society women
have inequal access to employment because majority of them
lack education and training which is the surest means to get
employment. The only solution to make them economically
empowered is to make baic education compulsory and inclusion
of vociation subjects in the education systems. At the same time
a new environment has to be created and it has to be social
movement beginning at the grass root. As a part of the human
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family, it is the responsibility of every one to make sure that all
of god's creatures are treated with respect and dignity. Now is
the time for everyone to take responsibility for our duties to
work for the common good of the world. It is also hoped that
by empowering women, economically, politically and socially we
can bring development and happiness to our society.
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A Glimpse on the Status of Plains Tribal
Women of Assam in the Perspective of
Women Empowerment

Binita’ Das*
Introducﬁon :

The Indian society has accorded different status to women
from time to time. In ancient India women enjoyed almost equal
status with men. During the medieval era, the status of women
vis-a-vis went down considerably. The position of women in
Modern India has changed significantly. There is a growing
awareness that gender inequality is detrimental to the
development process of a nation. Of late, in India, the concept
of 'empowerment,' 'social jusitce' have become topics of hot
discussion among politicians as well as academicians. It is a fact
that the downtrodden castes and groups of India. i.e. scheduled
caste, scheduled tribe and other backward castes are as a whole
lagging behind, not to speak about the women section of these
groups of people. So, along with schemes for empowerment of
these groups of people, special steps are taken by the government
to ensure advancement of women in all spheres of life.
Objective :

The focus and objective of this paper is to highlight the
social status of the plains tribe women of Assam. Here "status"
means the position or condition of the plain tribal women folk in
the society. It is a humble attempt to look through the problems
and prospects of the plains tribal womenfolk of Assam in the
perspective of women empowerment.

*  Sr. Lecturer, Puthimaﬁ College, Kamrup
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Methodology :

. The study is based on purely secondary sources i.e. books
and journals. '

. The paper contains four parts. In the first part, it proposes
to give a very brief idea on the term "women empowerment”.
Next, it attempts to give a brief introduction to the Tribes of
Assam, both hills and plains, along with a special reference to
the characteristic features of tribal women. The third part of the
Paper deals with the main thrust of the stud , i.e. the present
status of the plains tribal womenfolk, their problems and
govemn.xents development schemes concerning tribals in general
and plafns tribal women in particular. In the conclixding part
along with some observations it tries to propose some sdggestions

for i . .
| Asrslan;frovemant of the condition of the plains tribal women of

, 4y
Considering the fact that half of the population of the

world are women, progress of any state or society is largely
depgndent upon the condition of women, Hence the concept of
wormen empqwerfnent rise. Empowerment may be undersI:and
::0201:;9:::1 nogfth mc;reasm_g tl.1e .s;->irit.ual, political, social and
Sconom Of marginalized individuals and communities.

powerment of women means a better definition of power
relations between men and women. Women's participat?on in

decisi ing i i i
on making in socio - economic and political spheres can

bring about women em
g 11 €mpowerment. Women empower i
indispensable tool for powerment is an

: economic development and reductj

poverty of a country. According to UnI;ted Nation po;ltlllzltli:tf
network (POPIN) Fiuidelmes on women's Empowerment, it has
five competents, viz, women's sense of self worth: their r,ight to
have and to determine choices; their right to h;ve access to
opportunities and resources; their right to have the power to
control their own lives, both within and outside the hg ; and
their ability to influence the direction of social and ecl:)ﬁ;)mic

order, nationally and internationally. (Women Em 0
13 . ) ’ w t d
- SHGs, Mukul Saikia, Assam Tribune, 13/07/20017’) e
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The complexity of the problem of women empowerment
process itself requires both macro and micro considerations and
it is difficult to pass a judgment on its success by using a single
or just a few selected criteria. The major discusison of
empowerment process pertains mainly to the profile of women
workforce, status of female - headed households, polices and
programs related to-women, empowerment of women through
literacy and women in panchayat. Hence, women empowerment
has to be understood thirough these dimensions in conjointly rather

‘than in isolation. .

In India, right form the beginning of Five Year planning
(1951-56) there has been endeavor towards the development of

“women, however, Sixth Plan(1980-85) has been marked by a

clear shift in the approach, from 'welfare' schemes to
'development’ oriented plans towards women. More recently,
the Ninth Plan (1997-2002) made two significant changes in the
conceptual strategy of planning for women development. The
ongoing Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-07) continues with the strategy
of Empowering women as an agent of social change and
development. For this purpose a sector specific three-fold strategy

- Social Empowerment, Economic Empowerment and Gender

Justice has- been adopted. (Empowering Women, Arundhati
Chattopadhyay, ' YOJANA, Oct: 2006)

" Theé policy of the Government of India for empowerment
and development of women lays emphasis on removal of women's
illiteracy and obstacles inhibiting their access to elementary .
education, women's participation in vocational, technical and
professional education at different levels. ‘ ~

1y
Tribes Of Assam :

Assam is blended with niany hills & plains. The land is a
melting pot of diverse ethnic groups. It is the homeland of

different indigenous tribal people. Before going to the point of
the discussion a brief introduction of the tribes of Assam demands
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its n,c;cessity. Tnbes living in the states of Assam are categorised
into om’t§en hill tribes and nine plains tribes as shown below :-

| Scheduled Tribes (P) Scheduled Tribes (H)

a. Brmans of Cachar.  a. Chakma,
b. Boro, Boro Kachari. b. Dimasa Kachari.
c. Deori. c. Garo. |
d. Hojai. - 4 Hajong.
e. Kachari, Sonowal. 'e. Hmar.
f. Lalung (Tiwa). N f. Khasi, Jaintia, Synteng, Pnar,
g Mfac.:h. —_— ' War, Bhoi, Lyngngam. !
fl. Miri. o g Any Kuki Tribs (37 groups)
i Rabha. . h. Lakher.
- i. Man (Tai Speaking).

j-  Mikir (Karbi).

k. Any Naga tribes .

L Pawi.

m. Synthen‘é.

 Basic Features : Of The Plains Tribals Of Assam :
o Ea;h tribal community of Assam has its own customs

re c;igl?ﬂ, ?;18“*}83 am‘i a way of life and as such each one has’

a Stmf‘;t identity of its own, There race for development also

differs from tribe to tribe and from region to region. The plains

u'.lbal soclety are patriarcha, Agriculture is the mainstay of the

tribal communities of Assam Besides paddy they cultivate

mustard, pulses, Jute and vegetabe tg 5 Jimited extent. The tribal

people of Assam Iears animas Jike cow, goat, pig, buffalo and

birds like duck, hen and pegion .
etc. Ri : .
favourite beverage- ce beer is their most

Among cottage gldustries mention may be made of
manufacturing of bamboo anq Cane products. Sericulture:
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specially, rearing of Endi, Mulberry silk and muga is a very
important cottage industry confined mainly to the womenfolk of
all the tribal communities of Assam. Spinning and weaving are
very common sight in every tribal village. In fact a tribal women
without having knowledge of spinning and weaving is rather

unthinkable and in‘the marriage market a gril having no knowledge

of weaving and spinning has no place at all.

Although most of the tribal communties in Assam profess
their traditional religions, a smaller section of the plains and hill

tribes have accepted christianity. Through christianity rays of

western education and modernisation entered in those societies.
The tribal communities of the North-East including the
plain tribals are still having their traditional institutions like the
village councils/panchayats, bachelors dormitories institution of
mutual help and co-operation. ‘ '

Traditional Role Played by Women In the Society :

The tribal women play distinctive role in various sphere of
their socio-economic and cultural life. It is a general view that
the women's status as a whole is better in the North-East than
in the mainland of India and even better in the tribal communities

" than in non-tribal societies. Studies on tribal women also show

that women have occupied more or less equal status with men
though not high. In the tribal societies of Asam whether hills or
plains, women are found to be more laborious than men and in
reality they work more than men without practically having no
Jleisure from morning till leaving for bed at night. Except the
construction of house and ploughing, the tribal women do all
outdoor and indoor jobs. Their duty is to collect firewood, fetch
water, cook food, brew rice beer, thresh paddy and dehusk it,
catch fish, manage piggery, goatery and poultry, weaving besides
agricultural work. ' . '
The wife and husband in the tribal societies of Assam are
equal partners in their day to day life. Most of the marriages
among them are concluded by the people who know each other

intimately.
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Tribal women in fact play an important i i
: ; role in their econom
and oc.cuple§ an important place in the socio-economic structurz
:)hf -the.lr society. The womenfolk earn for themselves through
eir livestock, poultry, weaving etc. Although they play a vital

and indispensable role in the economy contributing much more

labour than men, they are denied right to inherit property.

Moreover, though. at home men and women are equal partners

and. in every household decision of womenfolk are respected, in

s?ﬂcl:lal life hov»{ever, women can not.speak or give decision in ,the

vitlage council. They. have to do what the male say and

bound to obey them. ' e
{am)

Government' le ‘In o PO
Assam : e Rp.lev Tn Empowering Tribal Women Of

According to International Labour Organisafion '

"Development is defined as a p i
_ nt. ) process which i
in the quality of life of the weakej oy

decision making in the economic, social,

f’f a so?iety."* The purpose of development, is thus, to pmﬁde

* Tapan Neeta, "Tribal nghts In The Global

in Tribal Issus in India I", Ed, Sah, DG anDevelopment Paradigm"

d Sisodia Yotindar Singh
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all over India. Special provisions has been made in the article 46
of Indian Constitution to promote with special care the economic
and educational interest of the schduled tribes. :

Several economic programms and projects have been
undertaken to improve the economic condition of the tribal people.
Integrated tribal development project (ITDPs), vocational training
in tribal areas are inagurated especially for the development of
the tribals. For the upliftment of the tribal people who has lived
under below poverty line, various programms are implemented.
The bulk of ST/SC people are living in rural areas of Assam and
the government has adopted Rural Development Schemes
specially for their development. "The concern for ST/SC that is
reflected under the Rural Development Programmes of the
Government" as observed by Bhaskar Barua, in his article Rural
Development and scheduled. castes/scheduled tribes
development.* o i

The programs specfally taken for poverty allevation or
economic development in rural areas including tribal areas are
Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), Training for

" Rural Youth for Self-Employment (TRYSEM), Development of

Women and Children in Rural Areas (DWCRA), Jawahar Rojgar
Yojana and many others. Among these the DWCRA is a sub
‘scheme under the IRDP introduce in 1982-83 with the primary
objective of upliftment of rural women below the poverty line.
These were the beginning only and some other schemes are
implemented to promote the economic condition of the tribal
(plains and hills) people and special attention is given for the
upliftment of the tribal womenfolk. _ ‘

' Then, for educational development of the tribal people
certain policies are adopted by the government. In fact, in the
development schemes special provisions for the spread of
education and eradication of illiteracy are made concerning the
weaker section of India, i.e. STs, SCs, and especially the
womenfolk of these groups. The ongoing 10th plan has laid
adequate emphasis on universalization of Elementary Education

*  Bulletin, TR, Vol-I, No-V, 1987.
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(QEE) with a view to ensuring completion of five years of
primary schooling for all children by 2007. Among the five
parameters of the scheme one is Universal Enrolment where
Provisions are made for enrolment of all children including girls
dl§abled children and children belonging to S.Cs and S.Ts 11;
primary classes and provision of upper primary education for
them. In th.e programmes specific steps are taken for correction
of gender imbalances as well as caste imbalances. Some such
» schemes are (a) National Programme for Education of Girls at
Elem.entary Level (NPEGEL), launching of residential school
for girls under Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya cainps for out
ofAsc-hool girls, (b) DPEP In low female literacy districts; ©
Mahda Sanghas under Mahila Samakhya Scheme for won;en's
- empowerment, (d) free education for girls () Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya (K G B V) scheme seems to meet social

- equity as it caters to the educatjonal needs of girls belonging to-

S.C. and S.T. and minorities in educatio

: nally backward blocks.
The s-cheg? has a target of enrolling 75% of the children belonging
;o mmontles,.SCs/STs in these schools. In the field of non-
formal education and total literacy programme in tribal areas

~ During the first two dec

N
education among Boro Kach ades of the 20th century formal

has begun. Of late, some trib s and other plains tribal women

al women have .
i : . come up in the field
of education, but their number j5 SO poor that theill'? presence is

medical, engineering, administratiop, i

A ? y [eac { .
worth though the number of such, Om?;‘i’r :t(:eands?]:l\:/ t’;];lr
programmes for development of women and Chi;?ilren 2 .mr ac;,
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areas has speeded up income generating activities in tribal
districts. It has given them self confidence and helped the process
of their empowerment. Few plains tribal women take active part
in politics too. One of the most important features of the political
scenario of present days Assam is ethnic conflict. Many plain
tribal communities like the Bodo, Mishing, Tiwa, Rabha etc.
have started their struggles of ethnicity, of which causes are
rooted deep in the colonial and post-colonial period. The ethnic
movements are of no concern in this-discussion, what concern
us is that of the women's parts in these movements. These
movements have brought an awakening to- the womenfolk of
those communities and they have played an important role in the .
ethnic movements. Those women who take active part in the
movements have come to prominance and earn for tehemselves

~a prestigious position in the political and social life of the

community as well as in the state. Different Plains tribal women's
organisations hve sprang up during the last decade of the 20"

century. Some of the important plains tribal women's organisations
are Mishing Women's Association, Bodo Women's Justice Forum -
etc. These organizations have some progressive outlook and -
their mission and vision are to fight for the cause of the all round

development of their communities through empowering their -

~ womenfolk.

avy -

Conclusion : , 4 :
Mao-Tse-Tung had once said, "Half the sky, thou art
woman." No society can advance without giving women their
due recognition. In India, there is now a widespread
consciousness of the necessity of engaging in gendered analysis
that recognizes both difference and inequality, and it implications
for development design. Policy makers of India suggests specific
strategies, policies and programs for the empowerment of women.
The policy of the Government of India for empowerment and
development of women lays emphasis on removal of women's
illiteracy and obstacles inhibiting their access to elementary
education, women's participation in vocational, technical and
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professional education at different levels. Speci ici
- Specific policies for
enhancement of the status of the lai i
‘ plains tribal wo
- adopted by the government. e e also

But the question is how far have we accomplished ? No

doubt the development programs have enhanced the self -

corfﬁdence and economic independenc of one secti
plal.ns lnpal women of Assam. Though the number is int:i);lni(f)if:at::
plains tribal women enjoying different professions prove their
~worth. But, as a whole, the scene is not encouraging. The
development programs being, male oriented, fai] to reac;h the
womenfolk. Many of them still remain bound to certain ethos
- norms.‘am! traditions which stands as obstacles towards theil,'
| em?.nCIPanon. Iliteracy is very much there in its ugliest fo
which in the process has made them struck to some age l:)l;:l’
iol beliefs. They have poor access
and so on. Except the few

radical changes in dress, pattern
style have been welcomeq by th
t00 accept them. “But . this mate
S.L. Barua, "has not improved th

€ womenfolk and the sociefy
r{al change", as observed by
CIr status in the real senses of

So, to face the obstac]eg of

of Assam we may propose som €mpowering tribal womenfolk

€ suggestions.

" for them.
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Suggestions :

# Emphasis should be laid on overall socio-cultural
development and not merely on material progress. Development
planning should be worked out taking into account the customary
traditions of the tribal people. . - .

# Formal and non-formal education must be imparted to
the tribal women so as to enable them to raise their status and
come forward for development of the community as a whole.

# In formulating scheme for the development of tribal
women against illiteracy, exploitation and social injustice, special
attention should be given in implementation of the scheme.

# The problems and situation of rural tribal women are
peculiar and need close study while formulating any programme

. #Schemie should be designed and implemented especially

for tribal women ‘which will open up new avenues for their

employment and make economically independent. o
~ # Scheme should be designed in such a way that their
inner skills come out can be engaged in income generating
activities. ' _ L
 # In designing future planning, there is need. to include

- women's advisories at all levels.

# In the programmes of educational development social
worker too should take part. , _

# For economic development of the plains tribal women
they should be encouraged for undertaking business of their
choice-aanimal keeping like piggery, goatery, poultry etc. and
handicraft products, which are in fact their household activities,
in co-operative system. The SHG system is already in operation
and more priority should be given to engage more of the plains
tribal womenfolk of grassroots level.

~ There is no éasy or quick fix remedial to the problems
related to empowerment of women in India or in Assam, whether
in ease of tribal or non-tribal. The real solution lies in a holistic
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approach that deals with all the major interrelated issues of
economic welfare, social justice, education, health, religious and
customary traditions. The agenda of empowerment of women
would simply not accomplished through legal and constitutional
provisions. Women will gain power only when both men and
women begin to respect and accept the contribution of women
to the society.
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The Social Status Of Women In Dimasa
Society In North Cg‘chgr I-Illls -
' District Of Assam

(An Observation In The Context Of -
Empowérment Of Tribal Women)
| Shri Dadul Borah*

Introduetions - " |

: Coe , S a _

In this post modemn society it is felt that there is virtually
no_difference between man and woman except that of the
bidlogical difference. Both man and woman are fqunq to
participate in any of the activities that'a human being cdan .perfonfl.
And many of the women through out the glqbe have excelle}d m
the fields like politics, defense, science and techx{olf)gy anfl even
religion and hive proved their potentialities. Bqt it is @e in case
of a limited numbers of women only. Women in general are

'lagging behind ten almost in every walk of life. It is because

of lack of their exposure ‘to many walks of- hfe.--Thqrefq;; $e
question of empowerment of women assumes attention of the
intellectuals, govmments as well as N.G.Qs:~ In Indla thle‘: issue
has got much importancé becatise in the traditional Indian s?c;;ty
women were deprived of pmﬁcip’atipg.tﬂ many walks of life.
And most of the ‘tribal women in Ii_x‘dla are still unlmen a;o
modernity. Therefore, the empowerment of tribal women in In.‘ a
is a most iffiportant issue:which should be given particular attention
if we are to be:a'developed nation within the first quarter of this
n : ‘ A 4 o, .
” tul-)1:"or careful initiative ‘of e’l’flpowpring.thé tribal women itis
very much essental to understand the socio cultu;al life of the

* Lecturer & Head, Deptt. of Sociology, Maibang Degree College.
‘Maibang, N.C. Hills, Assam
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tribes. Because the procedures for empowering the tribal women
in various walks of life must not stand in opposition to the
preservation of their culture: Among other subjects, the status of
women in various tribal societies in the North-Eastern region of
the country is gaining importance as it indicates the socidl problems
of the women folk in the region. However, vefy few works in
the subject are done in the context of Dimasa tribe in the N. C.
H‘ills District of Assam. Therefore, the author of the paper
makes'a humble attempt to throw some lights on the social
status of women in Dimasa society in N. C. Hills District of
Assam with a view to chalk out the problems on the way of

émpowering women in Dimasa society. The analysis is based on

with informal talks withi Dirnasa intellectuals, -~ °
The term 'status’ may simply be defined as "the pééitibﬁ
4 person occupies in the social structure.” The term is often
combined with another term 'social’ role'. Therefore, these two
terms (status and role) have an integral relation with each other.
Status' is the position in relation to other 'p'c')sitions and 'role is
the pattern of behaviour expected of persons who occupy a
particular status.. Thus, status is only a social identification tag
..A ggmﬁczu?tly large number of sqciai ihiéractions betweer;
individuals in society are statys interaction and not personal

: : of social.relati ip"

.Ivef' Puts It, or "a complex of forms or proée:stle(;nes:(l:i ;1? ;11:1{:;
is living and gl:owing by interaction with the others”, as C.H.
Cooley.deﬁnes. it. :l'his social relationships or interactim;s are ;10t
somethlng-statlc;. it is always changing because of the changing
» if we consider a period of time,

secondary sources of information, personal observation together

Itis an undeniable fact that the women ae i key positions
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in social as well as family lives of any-society. Therefore, the
status of women in a society is the index of the standard of its
social organization. The standard of a particular society rises
and falls in correlation with the rise and fall in- the status of
women; Of various social relationships, those between male and
female are most intimate and stable. The status of women differs
from: sociéty to society and from. time to time in the same
society. It is so because of dynamic nature of society.

- Now, without going-much to the textual references about
the status‘of women the author first tries to give a brief account
of the Dimasas’and then a genéral status on ‘women in Dimasa
society in N.C. Hills District of Assam basing on the indices
viz., status in the family, economic status, religious status, political
status and educational status, derived from the universal institution
that are available in human society. Finally, the author will try to -
present a picture of changing trend of ‘the status of women in
Dimasa society based on his observation made ‘at- Gidingpur
village of Maibang, N.C. Hills District of Assam. ‘

The Dimasas--A Brief Note

- The North East India is an India in miniature i terms of
diverse colourfulgroups of population belonging to different races
and linguistic,groups with their distinctive culture. It gave shelter
to streams of human waves carrying with them distinct culture
and trends of civilization. Austro-Asiatic, Negritos, Dravidians,
Alpine, Indo-Mongoloids, Tibeto-Bugmese and Aryans have
penetrated North east India at different points of time. In such
wave of migration the Dimasas - an Indo-Mongoloid group
migrated well before several hundred years B.C. Racially although
they are Indo-Mongoloid; ]inguist_ically they fall under Tibeto-
Burman group. S - .

. There is a lot of controversy regarding the origion of the
word Dimasa, It is better interpreted as DIMANI B'SA - DIMA
B'SA - DIMASA, 'Sons of a great river' (Di - Water, Ma - Big,
and Sa - children). But the identification of the river is again a
controversy. According to some section of people the great river

_
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is the mighty Brahmaputra while others refer to the Dhansiri on
whose bank Dimasa civilization developed. Y
The Dimasas today live mostly in the districts of North

Cachar Hills, Karbi-Anglong, Cachar and Nagaon of Assam,
Dhansiri valley of Nagaland and a small section of Dimasas are
found imMeghalay also. They are ‘broadly classified into five
according to their place of inhabitation, They are DIJUASA -
Dhansiri valley of Nagaland and Karbi-Anglotg District of Assam,
DEMBRASA - Kalang - Kapili valley of Nagaon and Karbi -
Anglong districts of Assam, HASAUSA - North Cachar Hills,
HAWARSA - Barak valley of Assam and -SEMSA - Semkhor
village in North Cachar Hills district of;:Assam. With the variation
in the place of inhabitation there is a little variation in language,
culture, social custom and traditions among the above mentioned
groups of the Dimasas. =~ . S , :

~ However, the Dimasas are usually represented by th
from the North Cachar Hills in. all spheres-and particularly in
their social life as the district is considered the. homeland of the
Dimasas. . - .

At present majority of the Dimasas are foﬁﬁd in ‘tﬁe N.C.

ap

Hills district: They are the dominant group in the district with .

41% of the district's total Population of 1,86,189 as per census
2001. They practise shifting (huming) cultivation while some of
them resort to settled cultivations iii the Titile plains available in
the Hills di trict like the Mahur valley at Malbang Whether they
practise Jhuming or settled cultivation their villages are permanént
with their traditional village organization, = ., - .

$

. The Dimasas living in NC. Hills and Karbi Anglong’

districts are spégi'ﬁed.as Hill Tribe by the Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes (Amendment) Act, 1976, The Dimasas living

in other parts.are specified as plain Tribe, R
Now, leaving aside this general description of the tribe,

the author attempts to present a picture of he status of women
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The Status Of Women In ‘Dim‘asa Society In
N.C. Hills' District T .
a) Stafus of women in the family

The Dimasas follow patriarchal system of family structure.

But the existence of double descent system is a distinctive feature
of Dimasa tribe in the North East India, which is found only
among the Toda tribe of Nilgiri Hills in the country. The Dimasas
have both patrilineal and matrilineal decent. Hence itis a bi- -
linéal tribe. Bvery man and woman in the Dimasa tribe bears
allegiance to two clans. A boy and a girl inherit the respective
patriclan .and matriclan of their parents. Again a fathex: and a
son belong to the same patriclan but they belong to two different
matriclan. The same is true of a mother and a daughter also. It
is so because clan.gxogamy in terms of both patriclan -and
matriclan is strictly maintained in Dimasa tribe.

" The Clan Exogamy among the Dimasas can be presented
as follows :-. 5

gasauma . o n phqnglosa .
BISARMA , LANGTHASA DESRIKNI HAFLONGBAR
phonglosa . desrikni langthasa| makamdauthar

LANGTHASA- BISARMA HAFLONGBAR  DESRIKNI
bisarma langthasa desrikni haflongbar

(Note : Block capitals signify the primary affiliation and the small
letters the secondary affiliation)
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* [Source : Danda, D.G. (1984) in 'Tribes of North-East India,
Kerotemprel, S. (ed) Calcutta; Firma KLM Pvt. Ltd. P. 420421.]
The model here shows the clan exogamy form of marriage
among the Dimasas. But from the model it is clear that cross
- cousin lggrﬁage is possible in the Dimasa society. However, it
does not happen because of the closeness. of relation.
Howevet, ‘after marriage a woman's particlan in changed
to her husband's one through a ceremony called
KHELHABRIBA or MADAIKHILIMBA. There are originally
altogether forty particlan (SENGPHONG) and forty two matriclan
(JULU or JADI). But now the list is increasing ‘because of
inclusion of other community members through marriage which
is done very cerefully by the society to prevent massive inclusion
of other community people which may in turn effect their socio-
cultural identity. From this existence of a separate clan for women
in Dl}::las:a ':ocie;yhit'pan be said that a Dimasa women has got
a social status of her own. B jal pt - wri
the patriclan s oo ! ut, for official purposes sPe writes
(;lan exogamy and tribe endogamy are strictly followed in
the society ‘the violation of which leads to ex-communication
from the society. ; R
Marriage through negotiation is the revaili i
among the. Dimasas. But the consent of both trl)xe bbl)lrnz:rgldpt;)? Zfr?
1S a must in selecting his/her mate by parents. This fact shows
the honourable statys of the girl in pre-marital stage as she
cannot be given in marriage forcefully to a boy of her disﬁking-
. There s the prevalence of bride price that they call KALTI,
which is fixed through negotiation. Actually, at present, it is
followd only in the name of coustom and not as the price ;)f the
bride because it is observed that no huge amount of money is
paid for the same. The existence of this bride price stands
opposite to the existence of dowry in other societies in India.
This again shows an honourable status of women in the society-
Divorce is rare in Dimasa society: Pre-marital sex relations

are a taboo. If if happens accidentally, the village council penalizes
the accused with a fine, which must be paid to the society. If

_
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the girl becomes pregnant due to the said relation .the boy is-
forced to marry the girl. Otherwise he has to pay a fine to the
society and compensation to the girl (in the.form of money), that
they call KORAT. - : '

* - In case of childbirth some pre-natal customs are followed.
In the advance stage, she does not move outside the village, nor
does she go to the forest or visit cremation ground for fear of
harming the baby in the womb by the evil spirits. Also she is not
allowed to attend any funeral. Fish without scale and meat of
tortoise are strictly prohibited to her. She can carry on her
regular household works. The post-natal period is strictly followed.
Just before childbirth when the woman-starts feeling the pain, a
ritual called KHARAOBA is performed by sacrificing'a duck or
an egg. Generally the husband performs it. The mother and the -
baby is considered polluted till the umbilical cord of the baby
gets dry and falls off. During this period-the baby and the

-mother are s'égrgga.te'd and-she is'not allowed to do the normal

duties. Nobody is allowed to touch her. When the umbilical cord
of the baby falls off, both the parents have their purificatory
bath, ceremonial shaving of the head of the newborn baby
(KHANAIGUSUGARBA) and bathing are done. The house
and the household goods are cleaned and with this the period of
pollution ends. Following of these customs during the post-natal
period ensures the good health of the woman and the baby.

Of course, to run the household Dimasa woman has to
work a lot. The works she has to do exclusively are cooking and
offering rice (the Dimasas are rice eaters), pounding rice in the
mortar and pestle-(br carrying rice to the power hullers), brewing
of rice beer (and even the distilled one), cleaning in and around
the house, offefing food to the fowls and pigs etc., and weaving
in handlooms. Other works _thos'e are performed by both male
and female are collecting fire wood, fetching water, collecting
roots, plants, leaves, wild fruits and vegetables from the forest
etc. After all, heavy works are done by the males and the lighter
one by the females. '

'So it is seen that a woman in Dimasa family has well
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with her male counterpart. ‘
b) Economic Status :

defined roles to play.in the family and she enjoys-equal status

N hluAgnculture is the p@m occupation of the Dimasas. In
e hilly portions they practise shifting cultivation where besides
paddy, the staple food - they also cultivate other crops and
vegetables as mixed crops. The other crops include cotton, maize,
bm1§1§, ginger, okra, yam, chilies, sesame, mustard etc. In case
of shifting cultivation women also help men in all sorts of works
except cutting and burning jungles. Women co-operate with men
in works hke sowing seeds, harvesting products and even selling
‘ the surplus product in the market. If, the woman sells the products
in the market, she use the cash income for fulfilling common
gg_eds.gr she can keep it for her personal use and need not give
in the hands of the male like many other community womilli
Besides shifting cultivation; the alsb i .
plough cultivation in the little plains ava);la‘i)le \Bftz:;st;es (laltitlllzdano;
valleys of the rivers like Mahur Valley at Maibang. Here too, the
women do the works of rooting out the paddy -plants,' i)lax;tihg

 the plants in-the agricultural field, rooting out the weeds and

!1arvesti‘1.1'g;the paddy crops. In this case also, the surplus paddy
is sold in the market both by men and women and the cash
income accrues from this goes in fulfilling common needs,

- Besides agriculture, animal husbandry and poultry farming

are also their secondary oc .
£ ~ T cupation. The cash i
from these too are commonly used H451 Ticome accrues

The Dimasa woman rears Endi.worm in i

: . - (a kind of silk

Zg):rms) and weave El.ldl scarf. The cash income by selling the
oons or endi scarf is exclusively owned by her. The Dimasas

eat the Endi-worms inside the cocoons. Such naked worms
gﬁ?&?‘; flrg(r)l/l_cocolgns (LODAMA) are sold in the market @
R 1207 to I ger. g: Therefore, besides getting Endi-thread,
y eamn money by selling the worms, Hence, rearine of Endi-
worms is having double benefit for a Dimasa w<’>m y eamning
of money by selling Endi-scarf anq worms) Shee;:; (:les;) expert
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in weaving clothes in her handloom. If there is any cash income
by selling the clothes, it also exclusively belongs to the woman.
It is particularly true in case of young girls. C

As regards inheritance of family property it is observed
that the mother's properties like ornaments, clothes and looms
etc. go to the daughter(s) and father's properties like land,
weapons etc. go to the son(s). Both share the utensils and other
household properties. However, it is also observed that in many
cases a share of landed property ‘is also given to the daughter
if it is available with the parents. ‘ _

'Thus economically a ‘Dimasa ‘woman enjoys greater
independent status as compared to manyio_ther societies.

c) ‘Religious Status :

_ The Dimasas have their own religious practices. Animism
is still prevalent amongst the Dimasas. Though they had accepted
Hinduism as their religious faith during the reign of king Krishna
Chandra, they are still performing some religious rites and rituals
in..their own way which are sharply different from that of
mainstream Hindu people. The women folk in Dimasa society
are allowed to play active role.in religious functions. After the
birth of a child a ritual on the bank of a near by river by
breaking an egg for the welfare being of the new bomn baby is
exclusively done by women (by the midwife and assistant midwife
called HOJAIJIK and SANGJAODI or BARWAIJIK
respectively). Again another ritual called SIMANGGERBA
(worshiping of the dead before taking food in 'a community
feast) is also exclusively performed by women. In the same
way MIDOGERBA (worshiping of Gods SIBARAI and
HAMYADAO before taking food in community feast) is done
only by male folk. L .

. . -Other two rituals where male and female participate
together are HAMLAIHUBA (under Amla tree) and KHANDE
(under a tree that they call KHANDE). The first one is bigger
in'which a female goat and five hens/cocks are sacrificed. The
second one is smaller and only a hen is sacrificed. In these two,

!
i
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the participation of female is compulsory. :

‘In the worshiping of HEREMDI, GATHAR and
ZIAa?nRANtIh MADA;, ‘women are not allowed to participate.
Tfe in the worshxpu;g of DAIKHO female are prohibited.
Q tr; 1§ N0 women priest in Dimasa society. At the time of

.eg of a person, few female close relatives of the deceased
sit'around the dead body and start weeping by singing a very
melancholy song called GARASIMANG. Women play aétive

role in the funeral procession. While the funeral procession starts

Zggoioet;r::é a woman continuously throws paddy, coins and

sy thAion !he .way from the house to the crematorium.

Apa om this €Veén in community feast women are allowed to

fqod along with male folk. '

Therefore, the religious status 6f h in Di '

. , women in Dima, i

is al§o very high as she is indispensable in man Sa ;Oc_let}'

functions. ' T Y relgions

d) Political Status :

A traditional village: council headed by the vﬂlage head |

called KHUNANG governs Dimasa vi
TR a villages. He is assisted
;n:l;l::l;g:j:il;l; c;lleg l?mI:.l.EK All the elderly male in the ,villazz
. » NO Iemale members are allowed in the vi
:o;n:l:ﬂ. They call their judicial system SALISKHAMBAcl;.,llclilt::ﬂ%e
emales are allowed to sit only in cases of giving compla;ints alt-u)i'

as witness etc. However, in- the ma
. 4 ] tt .
JADI the presence of the elderly €rs concerning JULU or

way, in trial of divorce,

‘the women i s
under no circumstance men involved can participate. But

S @ woman can become village head
However, the trend has changed : th the introducti
z;fal modern political system, the Difzgs:nvdv:’ul::nﬂ:olr?: c»’VCIiltll‘:t;;Ill"
und:r izg?ter%art ©yoys equal rights and freedom guaranted
e "ncian Lonstitution. She now enjoys adult franchise and
participates in the vo_t.mg process for the selection of Members
of Autonomou:s Council, Legislative Assembly and the Parliament.
Even, sometimes women contest in the election to the
Autonomous Council and one Mrs Promjl, Hojai became M:ﬁber

women is a must. In the same -
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of Autonomous Council also. v

Thus the political status of woman in Dimasa society is
also high both in terms of tradition and modernity. - '
¢) Educational Status : . ‘

The exact percentage of female literacy among the
Diinasas could not be ascertained. But surely the situation in
literacy front has increased as female literacy as a whole in the
district is 59.4% and the Dimasas comprises 41% of the district's -
total population. The modemn educational network has been
éxtended to them as a result of which 2 good number of Dimasa

"women has become educated. In the specialized educational

lines like medical and vocational trainings a few girls are enrolled
now a days. A few numbers of women doctors, engineers,
lecturers and civil servants have excelled in their professions.
One lady each in the post of Additional Deputy Commissioner,

. " Beputy Principal Secretary, N.C Hills Autonomous Council,'and -

Deputy Director of Higher Education, Govt. of Assam have
been showing the efficiency of Dimasa women. Besides a good
numbet of Dimasa women are serving the society as teachers
in the primary and secondary schools in the district. From personal
observation .of the author it can be said that Dimasa female
students are doing much better i the qualifying examinations of
Boards/Councils/Universities than that of the male counterpart.
This transition among the Dimasa women, which started hardly
after Independence of the country, has achieved a lot. Therefore,
the present young generation of the Dimasa women can not be
called having less educational status as compared to the male

folk. :
Changing Trend of the Status of Women :

An Observation Made at Gidingpur Village

The author has been doing some fieldwork in connection

with another field of research at Gidingpur village. The village
is situated at a distance of about one Km. in the eastern direction

/N —
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the participation of female is compulsory.

‘In the worshiping of HEREMDI, GATHAR and
IAI;CliHRANm thI MADAL, women are not allowed to participate.
o e worshlpufg ot" DAIKHO female are prohibited.
o) is no women priest in Dimasa society. At the time of

.ee} of a person, few female close relatives of the deceased
sit‘around the dead body and start weeping by singing a very
melancholy song called GARASIMANG. Women play aétive

role in the funeral procession. While the funeral procession starts

giitoioeﬂ:r:n, a woman continuously throws paddy, coins and
s agﬁ on the way from the house to the crematorium.
hpa om this even in community feast women are alléwed to
food along with male folk. - '
Therefore, the religious status of wc in Di '
) ®, omen in Dima: i
is al§o very high as she is indispensable in man Sa i’oc’lety
functions. . - S y religlous

d) Political Status :

A traditional village council headed by the viilage head |

called KHUNANG ; i Vi i
::tilt:seré):]s;li;i;t; ggl:)fi ]Elg]sﬂ](). Tﬂas;x::slllgflg; :II;; E‘1,natsl:3s\tre;lldazz
::;n:l:ils. gezl ;::\ilvet:ii; j'-;ldi:iai.l1 zl;::: ?:L?;mtze ;.“.,:ldl:g;
as witness etc. Howe:;:,oilill'yt;::: C;S:t::f i C?mplaillts -
.:;:];I i:;h;-i g?:gice of the elderly wome;s i: c;n:f::tl.n ign Jt}ljeL:eJm‘l); :
undc;r no circum:t(;r::ésu;e :vvgrrr[::: i:a;oﬁlo;a: S?IIIE;P::;? "

However, the trend has changed and with the introducti

:)nfal 120233 t;;olmcal system, the Dimasa womt:ln&z:(laol:: ovglltll(:t;x(:;
male Indianr[éa;tn s:.injoysvequal rights and freedom guaranted

nder Indian Co tution. She now enjoys adult franchise and
p pates in the vot.mg process for the selection of Members
of Autonemous Council, Legislative Assembly and the Parliamenrt.
Even, sometimes women contest in the election to the
Autonomous Council and one Mrs Promila Hojai became M:n;ber
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of Autonomous Council also. (

Thus the political status of woman in Dimasa society is
also high both in terms of tradition and modernity.
¢) Educational Status : . .

The exact percentage of female literacy é.mong_ the
Diinasas could not be ascertained. But surely the situation in

' literacy front has increased as femalé literacy as a whole in the

district is 59.4% and the Dimasas comprises 41% of the district's
total population. The modern educational network has been
éxtended to them as a result of which a good number of Dimasa

women has become educated. In the specialized educational

lines like medical and vocational trainings a few girls are enrolled
now a days. A few numbers, of women doctors, engineers,
lecturers and ¢ivil servants have excelled in their professions.
One lady each in the post of Additional Deputy Cqmmiésibner,

. ' Deputy Principal Secretary, N.C Hills Autonomous Council,'and -
Deputy Director of Higher Education, Govt. of Assam have

been showing the efficiency of Dimasa women. Besides a good
umbet of Dimasa women are serving the society as teachers -
in the primary and secondary schools in the district. From personal
observation .of the author it can be said that Dimasa female
students are doing much better iri the qualifying examinations of
Boards/Councils/Universities than that of the male counterpart.
This transition among the Dimasa women, which started hardly
after Independence of the country, has achieved a lot. Therefore,
the present young generation of the Dimasa woimen can not be
called having less educational status as compared to the male

folk.
Changing Trend of the Status of Women :
An Observation Made at Gidingpur lVill}age '
The author has been doing some fieldwork in connection

with another field of research at Gidingpur village. The village
is situated at a distance of about one Km. in the eastern direction
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of Maibong town. The vﬂlage sits on a small hill and well connected

- by a Black Topped road with an R.C.C. bridge upon a stream.

bamboos. Thf: boundary fencing around the village is given
because the villagers rear buffaloes and they are kept inside the
v1_llage. from the starting of paddy cultivation till it's harvesting.
fl‘;here}s a gate made of timber on the main approach road. The
y;llage has got 59 (ﬁﬁy ning)._hpusehold.s, at present. The processes
ol transition in the pattern of family, housing pattern economic

It is permanently settled with boundary fencing of timber and

_ ?:itiwiiliﬁ¢s etc. are .nblt.iced.;;‘()f 59 total households 13 are joint
miles. In the housing pattern only a few traditional thatch

roofed houses are noticed. The rest are modern pattern of houses
of thése are having pucca floor. Onlv § nac. T

, o are naving pucca floor. Only 5 nos. of pucca (ceme
brick concrete) houses are noticed in the viliagep (cement

The household activities of 'women i i ‘ /
| T old ac -> Ol women in the village include -
cooking food, cleaning in and around the house, fetcl?ing \(:/atei

frox_n pe;sona! wells or public wells or from near by streams (at
present .tllgrg:ls Bo water supply facilities in the villagé) washin
f:loths: cleaning utensils, brewing rice beer etc, The otl;er worki
in Whl.ch man also helps woman include cbllectiﬂg ﬁréé\}ood
;:gltlﬁcnng \l»:lld vegetables and fruits etc, buying and selling gbod;
e market etc. The women no lon ice in
‘market ‘onger pound rice in mortar
or pestle, as there are 3 nos. of ] ¢
or pestle, as the .D0s. of power huller for poundine
in the village. But there j i ated o
e villge ' 1ere 1s no electric power operated huller in
~ Although agriculture is the tradifian. .
. traditional primary occupation
glt; st?: yﬂlggel;s, many persons are engaged in govt. se:rvi::lfa)sa z:nd
tiess. hio far agnc.:ulture is concerned about 20 households
prziac se shifting cultivation. Those who Practise this type of
;:ﬂ uvat:lo;l, n:: the members of the householq irrespective of
ma ':]::he se . vsiio to e(\;vdcrk The work of women include clearing
\ 8 seeds, harvesting crops and eve ing
. n selling the
surp‘lus ?roduct n the market. The household who practise shigfting
cylnvatlon cultivate only a smal| Pportion of land (one to two
bighas of land per household). Therefore, the practice has not
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A any remarkable economic impact in-the village in total.

* Of the 59 households in the villagé 8 nos. do not hive land
for wet cultivation. Among others who have cultivable land no
huge cultivator is found in the village. The individual farmer
found to cultivate only an average of 8-10 bighas of land.
Therefore, the surplus paddy production from wet cultivationis
also very rare. All women folk in the village go to work in the
agricultural field. . : o
. . . Both traditional loin looms and fly shuttle looms are found
to exist in the village. Each and every woman in the village has -
the knowledge of weaving in looms and most of them are expert -
in it. But rearing of Endi worm is rerely seen in the village. The
few women rearers collect the castor leaves themselves and -
any income thereof belongs to them. : e

- In case ‘of inheritarice” of fainily property also a few =
females are found to inherit landed property of the parents and -

‘they constructed their own houses and live permanently in’ the

village with their husbands irrespective of whether, their husbands
aré from the same village or from outside. Besides, she is the

" only succesor to her mother's properties like ornaments, clothes,

looms etc. She dlso inherits other movable properties like utensils . .

etc. Some parents are found to give their daughter who is already -

married, a portion of cultivable land. . L
- In the political sphere; ‘the women are' not ‘allowed ‘to

- participate in the traditional village council. In.cases of the matters

concerning women, only the elderly women are allowed to
participate. But they actively particiate in the present day universal -

adult franchise in selecting representatives to the Autonomous
Coungil, State Assembly and the Parliament. But no political

- female leader of ény_‘poli'tiézi_i’}pa'rty is found m the village.

4 In the educational aspect, all the women of the young
generation are literate. But among the old generation there are. .
hardly any literate women. Maximum educational attainment by
female in the village at present is H. S. Exam. passed. Only one
lady is in govt. service of a teacher in primary school.
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The process of modernization has been creeping in the

3 Y}Hage .a.nd infrastructural facilities like electricity etc. are available
- n the village. But at present there is no cable connection in the

village, although few years back it was present. There are 4
household having disc TV/Tata sky TV. connection. Some others

have their TV sets which are used for enjoyment through CD,
DVD players.l The status of young women is also changing with
the process of modemization. The young girls are going to.schools
and exposed to modernity. Alonig with traditional loin loom clothes,

easily g\{aﬂa!.:le mlll clothes are also worn by young womenfolk.
- Drudgeries like carrying water from distance places, pounding

rice'in the mortar and pestles, working in Jhum land, collecting

. firewood are found to be gradually removed from that village.

All these show relieving of women from drudgeries and ind;

e : gernies and indirectl
Ppgradn;g their status. After all, while visiting in certain household)s(
11;1. the village the. author noticed no difference between a young

imasa woman in these families aj ‘ '
omasa ’ es and ‘a typical Assamese young

" In conclusion the author féeis' that scial status of
' eonc . the ‘Social statu
women in Dimasa society is very. high as compared tostl?:x ‘

Inainstream societies in the rest of the country. However, there

the goverments and N .G.O.s beca
as found in the mainstream Ind;
rooted in the society. Theérefore
should come out with theijr plans
of women for empowering the

the govemnment and N.G.Os,
and programmes for the welfare
Wwomen folk in Dimasa society.

- *okdkok ok

Al
s

use the s0 called social poblems
an societies are not found to be.
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- “Role Of Karbi Women In Income:
A Generating Activities
- (A Sociological Study With Special Reference
To Karbi Anglong District, Assam)

Ranima Saikia*

. Infroduction :

- Itis an established fact that womens' contribution in income
of a family is of paramount importance for nutritional, economic
and educational upliftment. of the family. In India, out of 30

 million women work force, 20 million live in rural areas. Women
constitute at least one-third of the country's economically active
population. Rural economy in India is based on agriculture as
well as on the livestock's they possess. Women have always
worked along with men in fields, and have helped their families

in other related pursuits. One must therefore not overlook the

" major task performed by women in agricultural settings where

‘the distinction between farm and housework gets blurred, While
observing casually and going through the literatures about the

~ roles of farmwomen, it is found that it is the rural women (tribal

or nop-tribal) who is responsible for all sorts of jobs related to
Aagriculture and allied activities. Further, many researchers revealed
that In a developing country like India women spend many hours
aday in agriculture field and allieq pursuits which in turn influence

the overall economy of the family in addition to their daily routine
, of . oging .the household. Women are the nucleus of all the
activities, be it the domestic front, farm front or allied activities.

This economic role played by women cannot be detached and
. overlooked from the framework Of'déveIOpmem of the country

. because they constitute almost half of the population of India.

* Research Schoolar, Dibrugarh University
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Women, by all means can be a very effective agent of
changes for better economy. But their contributions are not
usually recognized and counted in formal statistics. For integrating
rural women in development process, ‘it is necessary to know
how women are placed under setting and also their economic
contribution and potential as economic empowerment is of utmost
significance in order to achieve a lasting and sustainable
development of society.

So, in order to access the economic empowerment of
women in India we need to know the women force involved
with agriculture and allied activities in rural areas. The present
study was carried out considering the Karbi tribe. It is an ethnic
tribal group residing in the hill district Karbi Anglong, Assam.
Karbi society is a classic case of tribal society. with gender
equality to a certain extent. Karbi society is the right platform
for true assessment of womens' contribution to farm work. The
findings of the study are considered significant with a hope that
it would bring emancipation particularly to Karbi women and to
the other women at large which will contribute towards the
growth of the human society. '

Review Of Literature

Various studies conducted in the country also revealed
and supported that women, more specifically the rural women,
played multifarious socio-economic roles inside as well as outside
the home. Devdas et al. (1972) found that farm women spent
on an average 10 hrs to 13 hrs on household and agricultural
activities daily during ordinary days and peak period. Similarly,
Munjal et al. (1985) found that farmwomen on an average worked
for 13.62 and 12.19hrs daily during peak and slack agricultural
seasons. - _

As a matter of fact, it has long been recognized that
women played an important role in livestock care and
management. Plamer (1975) found that in entire himalayan regjon,
the women perform 70 per cent of the task, because animal
husbandry is the business of women exclusively. They shoulder
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entire responsibility of bringing grass for animals, milking, churning
etc. Similarly, the role of farm women in 24 villages of Nazafgarh
block of Delhi territory studied by Puri (1971) indicated that 11

activities related to animal husbandry were wife centered, these

were bringing fodder, chaffing fodder, making curd, butter etc.
Devdas (1983) reported that rural women in. our country share

abundant responsibilities and perform a wide spectrum of duties -

in running the household and the family (like child care, collection
of fodder and fuel, cooking, etc). as well as attending to farm
activities, animal husbandry and extending a helping hand in
rural artisanship and handicrafts. ‘

Evidently in the past no attempts ahve been made to
determine to what extent the hill women involved in farming and
allied activities to extend economic support to the family and the
society at large. Thus, keeping in view the need of the hour the

-study entitled 'Role of Karbi women in income generating
activities' was undertaken to find out what exactly the Karbi:

women have been doing, where they need help and where they
can contribute more to their economy. The findings of the study
will give a clear picture regarding the involvement of Karbi
women that will help both governmental and non-governmental
org@aﬁons to undertake training and educational programmes
targeting those sections where help is needed. This will help
them to increase their. knowledge regarding .various

~ developmental aspects to inctease their efficiency and raise their

standard of living.

Objectives .
@ To study the socio-economic profile of the
- respondents - . '
(@) - To study thf‘-'extent of ipvolvement of women in
 farm and allied activities.
Methods And Materials

A multistage purposive cum random sampling method was
adopted to carry out the study. The study was conducted in the

NN
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Langsomepi Development Block, Diphu Sub-division of Karbi
Anglong district, Assam. Three percent of the villages of this
block were selected purposively. A list consisting of number of
households in each of the selected villages were collected and
from that list 10 per cent of the households were selected from
each villages i.e.; proportionate to the total number of households.

Women of the selected households were considered as
the resporidents for the present study. Thus, a total of 110 Karbi
rural women constituted the sample of the study. Data” was
collected personally by using structured interview schedule. ‘Simple
frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were
employed to analyze the data. ‘

Findings And Discussion

Majority of the women (76.5%) were middle aged. 70 per
cent of the women were having nuclear family. Majority
(75.45%) of the women were illiterate. Agriculture was the
main source of income for cent percent of the women. More
than one forth (90.9%) of the respondents had monthly income
in between Rs. 3000/- to Rs. 4000/-

Extent Of Involvement Of Women In Farm Activities

Data on extent of involvement of the women with respect
to all the identified farm activities along with respective percentage
analysis is presented in Table 1. As seen from the data,
contribution of women in farm activities.is indispensable. It is
apparent that majority of the women showed high and medium
level of involvement in most of the farm activities. The activity-
wise analyzed and interpreted data is as follows.

Selection of seeds including husking

It is evident that from the Table-1 that a great majority of
the women showed high level of involvement in both selection.
of seeds and (79.09%) and cleaning of seeds (77.27%).
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Land Preparation .

Land preparation operation comprises of five activities
viz,; clearing field; spading, land leveling, manure application, and
cleaning of boundaries. A close perusal of the table shows that
majority of the ‘women (65.46%) had low level of involvement
in clearing; jhum fields. ‘

_Further, the data’ indicated that 65.46 per cent of the
women showed high level of involvement jn spading of land and

land leveling. In manure application women's participation was -

found to be low. Among the selected sample 71.8 per cent
showed medium level of involvement in cleaning of boundaries.

Sowing activities

It is clear from the table that more than half of the women
had high level of involvement in mixing of seeds (83.36%),
broadcasting (92.72%), dibbling (90.90%) whereas medium
involvement of women was found in care of germination (59.10%)
and watching of seedlings (62.72%). . ‘

Inter-cultivation activities

- With regards to inter;cultivation actiVitieé, invdlvement of
- women was recorded to be high in both weeding (90.90%) and
in ward and watching of standing crops (53.63%).

Harvest and post-harvest activities

In table-1 it is also revealed that women were highly
involved in all the harvest and post-harvest activities like reaping
of crops (94.54%), carrying of crops frop, field (70.90%),
winnowing of grains (87.28%), storage of grajns (68.19%),
storage for seed purpose (79. 10%), drying of grains (76.37%),
de-husking (79.10%) and cleaning of grajps (76.37%).

—arik
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Extent Of Involvement In Allied Activities

As the Karbi people are agriculturist, livestock plays an
important role in their economy. They rear pig, poultry, and
rarely cow. Every Karbi women have their own piggery and
poultry. The Karbi women are expert weavers. Apart from this
major work, the business run by Karbi women for selling rice
beer (horlang) is also noteworthy. Data regarding their
involvement. in selected allied activities are presented in
Table-2. Activity-wise analysis is done as follows :

Cattle rearing

- Itis clear from Table-2 that level of involvement of women
in cattle rearing activities was very low; it might be because
cattle rearing is not a common practice. It was observed that
more than half of the women (80.9%) had showed low level of
involvement in activities related to cattle rearing viz.; collection
of fodder, feeding, cleaning of animals, cleaning of shed, care of
young one's, care for sick and milking. Data regarding preparation
of cattle feeds showed that cent percent of the women had low
level of involvement. :

Poultry rearing

It was found that in case of poultry rearing, majority of
the respondent showed high level of involvement in almost all
the activities viz.; feeding (59.20%), cleaning of rearing area
(77.27%), making hatchery bed (87.28%), and care of young
one's (68.18%). '

Piggery

Pig rearing is found to be common practice among the
women. 86.37% of the women was found to involve in feeding
and 59.10 per cent in cleaning of keeping area. Half (50%) of
the women showed both high and medium Ievel of involvement
in care of young one's. :
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Silkworm rearing

~ Rearing of silkworm was found in every household. From
the z.malysis of the data it was observed that in case of silkworm
reaning, supply of feeds and care for cocoon formation were
perfog'med by cent percent women. In collection of fodder and
cleaning of the worms keeping area women also showed high
level of involvement (92.72% and 89.10% respectively).

Weaving :

. More than 80 per cent of the women were found to have
high level of involvement in spinni g of cocoon (86.37%), reeling
(100%), and weaving (81.81%). Activity like setting on warp
was pe.rformed by cent percent women., '

Preparaﬁon of Rice beer

Though in the early times Karbi women used to make the

hqu(,).r only for family consumption, the scenario has changed
drastlcally.now. It is evident from the data presented in Table-
2, that majority of the women were highly involved in all the
activities related to preparation of rice beer viz.; collection of

ingredients (100%), processing (85.46%), brewing (89.10%), and
proper storage (100%).

Marketing

The analysis of Table-2 revealed that mainrire
: majority of the
women showed high leve] of involvement in selling 3', poultry
products (46.37%), endi chrysalis (87.2%), rice-beer (96.37%),

) and fo‘rest products (83.63%).

woven cloths.
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Conclusion

The present Sfudy shows that thé women participated in
agriculture and allied activities at varying degrees. Women were
found to be involved to greater extent in almost all the farm

.activities except reclamation of jungles, it focuses that women

are the backbone of hill agriculture. So, it is high time to organize
intensive training for these women, which will help them in
better performance and raise their standard of living. Morevover,
Government should take initiative in giving agriculture related
training to the women and implements which are basically meant
for men folk only. Our agriculture scientists should take initiatives
to build equipment, which can help these women to do quality
job with les effort, so that they find time for other activities like
personal health and hobbies. '

Apart from this, private entrepreneurship should be
encouraged among the Karbi women and co-operative societies
should be built up. For example, in Karbi society, the rearing of
pig and poultry has been confined to women folk, they rear in
traditional way, which is mostly done on small scale due to
paucity of money, if they are sanctioned loans to build such
animal farms on a large scale, not only it will earn them money
but will give them a social recognition of being a busines woman.
But effort should not end there, they should be helped to get
their products marketed as well. They should as well be trained

technically and scientifically for proper maintenance of these

livestock's and hygiene related issues. Workshops dealing with
such issues can prove to be helpful, Weaving being a common
household practice among the Karbi women should also be
encouraged. Efforts should be made to showcase these talented
weaver women in national scenario. With fashion houses making
rounds everywhere these indigenous skills can really be
transformed to a flourishing business. Technica! improvements
in the weaving industrial training schools can provide them a
common platform to start their business in a better fashion,

So, it is the need of the hour that the government and

,,
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nog-.govc?rn.mental organization should make effort to give them
training in 1m;3roved methods to increase their working skill and
earning capacity, so that they can enhance their family income
and get due recognition of their labour, As the status of a society
is judged by the status of women in that soéiety a crusade
shOI'llt.i be launched at the grass root level to raise their standard
of living, so to invite a better future for all.

Table-1 Ex,tqnt of involvement in farm activities
N=110

Extent of involvement (%)I

Activities

High | Medium |Low

L Seiectib_n of seeds
including husking

(a) Selection of seeds 79.09 20.91 -
()] Cleaning of seeds 77.27 22.73 -
2. Land preparation
(@) Clearing land 4.54 30 [65.46
(b) Spading 65.46 30.9 3.64
(c) Land leveling 65.46 30.9 3.64
(d) Manure application- - . .
(e) Cleaning of boundaries 19.1 71.2; 190?
3. Sowing activities
(a) Mixing of seeds " 83.63. 16.37 }
(b) Broadqasting - .9272 «7.28 -
(c) Dibbling 1909 01| -
(d) Care of germination 40.9 59. 1 -
(¢) Watching of seedling , 37.28 62 7.2 -

91

4. Inter-cultivation activities .
(a) Weeding 90.9 91| -
(b) Ward and watching of -
standing crops 53.63 46.37 -
5. Harvest and post-harvést
activities
. (a) Reaping of crops 96.37 3.63 -
(b) Making bundles 94.54 5.46 -
(c) Carrying of crops from field | 70.9 29.1 -
(d) Threshing 87.28 12.72 -
(e) Winnowing 87.28 12.72 -
(f) Storage of consuinption' 68.19 31.81 -
(g) Storage for seed purpose | 79.1 20.9 -
(h) Drying of grains 76.1 . 23.63 -
(i) De-husking of grains 79.1 20.9 -
(j) Cleaning of grains 76.37 23.63 -

" Tuble-2 Extent of involvement in allied activities

N=110
Allied activities Extent of involvement (%)|
High |Medium | Low
1.Cattle rearing ' 7 ‘
(a) Collection of fodder -1 191] 809
~ (b) Preparation of cattle feed - - 100
(c) Feeding 14.55 4.55] 809
'(d) Cleaning of animals - 19.1] 809
(e) Cleaning of shed 19.1 -| 809
(f) Care of young one's 17.2 1.9] 809
(g) Care of sick 19.1 -] 809
(h) Milking 19.1 -1 809
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. Poultry rearing
 (a) Feeding 59.1 31.8 9.1
(b) Cleaning of rearing area | 77.27 22.73 -
(c) Making hatchery bed 87.28 12.72 -
~ (d) Care Qf young ope's 68.18 22.72 9.1
. Piggery
() Feeding 86.37 13.63 -
®) Cleaping of rearing area 50 50 -
~ (c) Care of young one's 59.1 40.9. -
.-Silk worm rearing
(a) Collection of fodder 92.72 7.28 -
(b) Supply of feeds 100 - -
(¢) Cleaning of keeping area 89.1 10.9 -
(d) Care in cocoon formétion 100 - -
. Weaving
(a) Spinnig of cocoons 86.37 13.63 -
(b) Reeling 90.9 9.1
(c) Setting on warp 100 .
(d) Construction 81.81 18.19 -
. Preparation of rice beer
(a) Collection of ingredients 100
(b) Processi ‘ ) i
=g 85.46 1454 -
(c) Brewing 89.1
_ . 10.9 -
(d) Proper storage 100

7. Marketing : _

(a) Sale of dairy products - - 100

(b) Sale of poultry products | 46.37 28.181 25.45

(c) Sale of piggery products 409 409 182

(d) Sale of cocoons - - 100

(e) Sale of endi chrysalis 87.2 9.1 3.7

R () Sale of woven materials 19.1 37.27) 43.63

' (g) Sale of rice beer 96.37 3.63 -
-(h) Sale of agricultural preducts | 83.63 16.37 -

(i) Sale of forest products | 83.63 1637| -
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Some Observation On The Rangdani :
Rabha Women In The Rural Context Of
Assam

Running tittle : Some Observations on the Rangdani '
' Women '
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. 'Women are the neuclie of each society. For the peace
and acceleration of a society .the women should have some -
respect and liberty in decision making. To achieve the desired
goal the women of a society should be educated and they should
be socialized in such a manner that they could easily adjust in

- the changing situation of the society. It has been observed that

the women of the North-East India, particularly the tribal women,
of this remote part of the country are yet to acquire required
features with the help. of which they could act as strong catalyst
for the quick achievement of the society. In this paper an attempt -
has been made to examine the present position of the Rangdani
Rabha Women in three villages of Goalpara District of Assam:.

®

It must be acknowledged that the special awareness of
the rights, status, and issues of women was reinforced with the
women's liberation movement in the West, particularly it begins
from 1960's in the United States. However we cannot say that
awareness and strugle for women emanicipation was not there
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among women and social and cultural taboos., and many other
restrictions which hinders the acce}eration of Indian women,
particularly the tribal women of the country. .

Lowie (1920) Malinowask (1949), Majumdar and Madan
(1969), and many other scholars from different disciplines have

- studied the position of women in different contexts of the world.

From the different opinion of the Scholars it is evident that the
tribal women's position in different societies is different. Some
scholar opine that the tribal women enjoy high status while in the
other opinion in the tribal societies women were no better than
a mere sex object, or a second sex or otherwise of an inferior

sex.
-1t is pertinent to note¢ here that one has to explain and
judge the position of women in terms of the particular culture
and economic activities on which the society depend. Keeping
these remarks in the mind, a humble attempt has been made to -
examine the position of the Rangdani women of the Goalpara
district of Assam. For the present study. three villages of the
said district, viz Kuruabhasa, Bhaisekhuli, Garaimari, have been
selected. All three villages are homogeneous in nature and
inhabited by the Rangdani Rabhas only. The villages are situated
at a distance of around 12 km. The villages are situated more ..
or less adjacent to each other at about one or two km area in
the same direction of Goalpara town at a distance of 10 km.
The mainstay of the villages is Agriculture and the principal crop
is Paddy.Along with paddy they cultivate mustard, black gram, .
etc: in the kitchen garden they raise potato, different kind of
vegetables, etc. Agriculture is the nucleus of the Rangdani. Rabha
society and they observe a good number of rituals integral to
agriculture. Among the villagers there ‘is strong kinship ties
established principally through marriage. Each villagers has
ficticious relation also with some of the inhabitants of the other
villages generally maintained through ficticious kinship terms.

I

The Rabhas are the branch of the Bodo group of the
Mongolian race, who entered North- East india in groups from

o
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the north western side of this country.
". The origin of the Rabha is not known in details. But

: acs:grding to Endle (1975: 84-85) they are believed to have

. C:w'ra.it (1892) writes “There seems to be a good deal of
 Uncertainty as to what these people really afre. In lower Assam
It is asserted that they are an off- shoot of the Garos while in
p and Darrang’ it is thought that they are Kacharis in the

- Toad of Hinduism. That they belong to the great Bodo family is

certain.... * (cited in Das, 1960:3)
The Rabha is the agglomeration of a number of socio-

- Cultural groups like Pati, Rangdani, Maitori, Totla, Bitlia, Dahuri,

Chm_xg‘a and Kocha. They are distributed in undivided Kamrup,
Goalpara and Dmg districts of Assam. A sizeable section of

s, : vers and produce intricate
designs u:h:ahelr looms. 'COkag, fetching watgr and fire wood,
cleanmgd utensils, Washing cloys taking care of the babies
and the domesticated animals g, the feminine jobs,
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The basic structure of the Rabha tribe is govemed by the
ethnologic ideas contained in the local customary laws. The
customary laws of the Rangdanis have been framed by the
consensus of the village people on the basis of customs, traditions
and religious values and beliefs. It is believed that Rabhas including
the Rangdani’s were once a matrilineal tribe. Their belief is
based on the prevailing custom of reckoning descent from the
[female line and the practice of including the children of a marriage
into the clan (Barai) of the mother. Probably due to diffusesd
culture traits from the surrounding patrilineal people, the
Rangdanis have gradually acquired the traits from such societies
and their society possesses traits from archaic Matrilineaty and
also from acquired patriliny. A

It has been observed that they practice equigeniture among
sons in view of property inheritance.. A girl child inherits no
property unless the father makes arrangement for her share
before his death. A widow is not entitled to inherit property of
her deceased husband even though she is encumbered with
issues. Her male children will automatically come to inherit their
father’s property. _ o

The work load of women are much higher than the males.
All the females in each villages are engaged in household
works and also they have to work with their husbands in the
crop fields. Even they have to look after their children, their
inlaws and other family members. It seems that the burden of
work is automtically higher than the males of their family. From
the other point of view the investigatiors noticed that the daughter,
daughter in-law and mother and mother in-laws status. are equal
in Rangdani society. Daughters are treated in the same manner
as their sons. But in some cases, like in property rights there
seems to be a difference between son and daughter. There is
no bound rules and regulations that a girl child must get a an
amount from their father's property. Females of a Rangdani

society are mostly engaged with their household works like
cooking their food, fetching water, looking after their children
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etc. There is only one rule that when a girl child is born in one
family the mother has the right to give ‘her child a name. In
social gathering the males and females are equally treated. But
in some religious festivals females sit separately. They never sit
together with males in any functions. But all the females have
the right to attend all the functions and festivals of their
community. They have liberty to join the different rituals and
festivals along with their counterpart. However there are some
rituals where the women are in debarred from the vital activities.
The women are not .unhappy about such norm of the society,
even the educated. : '

The investigators noticed that most of the Rangdani women
have to work in both agricultural fields and household works.
Ploughing, leveling and threshing are the main agricultural works
of the males. Transplantation, weeding, harvesting and carrying
the crops from the fields to home age done by both males and
females. Husking and grinding is the duty of the women folk.
The Rangdani women are expert both in spinning and weaving.
Normally they prepare their OWn apparels including some garb
used by the males. It appears that all three villages weaving is

school dropout is very high in the studied villages. Because of
illiteracy women get Married at ap early age. Not to speak about
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the knowledge of political scenario of the country and the world
most of the Rangdani women do not know about AIDS, family
planning, loan facilities given by various banks, govemnmient, NGO,
etc. They are used to weaving traditional low cost dress and
ornaments which are bought from the nearly town and weekly
market. In case of a difficult delivery, they have to g0 to the
government hospitals of Goalpara town or are forced to consult
with the physician. But to cope with the present environment,
the Rangdani women are yet to acquire the required knowledge
for which the womenfolk of the society are yet to pave the way
for conspicuous progress. -
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The Women In The Tai-Phake Society
| Tillittama Barua

Assam is the homeland of a large number of ethnic group .
which includes both tribals and non-tribals having varied socio-
cultural traditions. These ethnic groups have come into the realm
of existence as a result of migration and assimilation of the local
cultures at different historical periods. About two hundered years
back a few Mongoloid populations in small numbers entered inf©
Assam by the same geographic route which was followd by the
Ahoms in the thirteenth century. The Tai-Phake is one such
population of the Tai group that entered in the later half of the
18 century. The Tai-Phakae is an integral part of greater ’
A§samese nationality. Presently they live in nine villages of
Dibrugharh and Tinsukia districts of upper Assam. The villages
are, Nam-Ph:.nkae',- Tipam Phakae on the bank of river Buridihing -
of Naharkatia region in Dibrugarh district. Manmowmukh,
Borphakial, Mounglang Manlong or long. phakae, Ningga®
Nonglai and Phaneng in Ledo ang Margherita of Tinsukia district. '

7/
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The Tai Phakaes are patrilineal in nature. Though male is
the head of the family the position of woman is not subordinate
to man. Both male and female do the arduous tasks of the.
family, such as the male takes the responsibility of preparing the
fields for cultivation and other outside activities. The women
hold primary responsibilities for good ordering of the house. She
cooks, washes, sews, cleans, cares for the livestock, carries
water, and lends a helping hand in the fields at planting, harvesting
and weeding time. Weaving is another major task. The Tai-
Phakae have their own traditional colourful dresses for both
males and females and the female folk always wear these
dresses which are woven in every house by the women. They
use to weave their apparels like Mekhela (Chin) Nangwat
(riha), lungi (fatong), white turbarn (fahaho), Tang-Khan,
etc. In one aspect they preserve their tradition and culture through
these woven materials. Even in shoulder bags (Thung) which
the women folk weave in their own loom give some attractive
attention to the outsiders or tourists. The women like the service
hoder or studying girl can weave and in the Tai Phakae society
it is a matter of shame if a girl can not weave. In every family
two or three looms are always seen. The art of handloom weaving
is an integral part of the socio-cultural life of the Tai-Phakae.
Textile production is the exclusive preserve of the women folk
and they produce in their indigenous and improved looms the
various textile items with distinctive ethnic features. Harmonious
management of colour with cheques and strips are the unique
features of the textile of the Tai-Phakes. Form a very early
stage of life they acquaint themselves with the weaving. Their
loom is traditional loin loom. Throughout the day till late night
womenfolk of the Tai-Phakes remain busy with various household
and agricultural tasks. Both the male and female service holders
also during planting and harvesting time have additional works to
do in the fields. The old women do not go to the field, rather
they mostly stay at home helping their daughter in-law in various
household works, such as preparation of meals, keeping the _
small children etc. Sometimes they weave cloth and sometimes
go to the forest to collect various herbs, creepers etc.
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As they are Buddhist in religion in every village there is
a beautiful Vihar which is the nucleous of the village activities.

Daily life of the Monks is totally-different from the common -

villagers. Though all the Monks in the villaage Vihar the lady
monk which is known as Yasi is not allowed to stay in the Vihar
at night. A Phakae woman can become a nun by dedicating her
life for the cause of religion. Generally a childless widow prefers
to become a nun. Like the Sraman the Nun also has to observe
the Asta Sheela. She also shaves her head fortnightly and wears
yellpw dresses. She can perform the day to day household
activities. She should not wear ornaments. Night meal is also
prohibited to her. Only in day time she can visit the Vihar.
The Tgi Phakaes also follow some customs after a woman
gets pregnant. As for example there are some diet restrictions

o e omTheh

-

for the pregnant woman as they should not eat Kakila fish (2 °

kind of local fish) and crab. It is believed that if she eats then
t!ne child will smell very bad. There are some taboos during the
time of pregnancy which should be maintained by both husband
and w1fe: such as they should not touch a dead body. According
to them if they disobey this taboo it would result in complication
and. delay' of the delivery. Again nobody should kill a serpent
during this period. No good works is started by the husband
during the time of pregnancy. During this period though no special

diet is given to the lady she is not all
burden. - : owed to carry any heavy

. Birth should take place in the husband's house. It is 2
belief among the- Tai-Phakae that serious misfortune occurs to
the child.if the birth takes place in the women's father's house-
Now a days in some cases this is changing.

. Though now a days for the safe delivery they prefer to
go to the Govt. Hospitals and private nursing homes but before

going to the hospital seeking the blessings of the ancestors is still

prevalent among them. Earlier during delivery they used the
skills of local women who were experts in conducting delivery-
After birth of the child the mother has to stay lying near the fire:
which is called 'uufai’ or being near the fire. A big fire is lit and

ST
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the mother reclines close by exposing her abdomen and back.
The period of lying near the fire depends upon the health of the
mother, if she feel strong and healthy then a period of three or
four days of lying near the fire is sufficient, but for a weak
woman a longer period may be deemed necessary.

Childhood of a Tai Phakae girl is a very enjoyable period
because, she is least burdened with domestic activities. When a
girl attains. puberty she has to stay inside for two days. The
father consults the old man of the village and fixes a date for
the puberty rite. In the family nothing is taboo, but the girl is not
allowed to go to the worshiping place. On the third day the girl
takes her bath early in the moming. In a particular day some
women are invited and a feast is arranged. Young girls are
invited for preparation of the feast and they come early in the
morning and make the feast ready by 9 a.m. After taking bath
the girl comes inside and her mother gives her a white 'Chaddar’
and she has to wear the chaddar regularly from that day. The
girl wearing this chaddar and taking a basketful of flowers and
bows down before the invitee women and they bless her for a
happy life. After that the women are entertained with the feast
which includes 'topola bhat' (steamed rice) daal and other
items. :

In a marriage a childless woman is debarred from some
rituals integral to a marriage ceremony. '

Overall every female members enjoys freedom in the Tai-
Phake society. Unlike many societies, sophisticated or
unsophisticated birth of a female child is very much rejoiced
signifying Tai-Phakaes attitudes towards the fair sex. As she
grows up she starts participating in major household activities.

- As a lady of the house she enjoys a status quite different
from women of other societies as she lives in a free and
independent atmosphere, taking important decisions for her
household as well as in their economic life she is skill-full as an

intricate weaver.
The relation amongst family members are cordial. Cases
of wife beating and adultery is almost unknown. The relation
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between mother in law and, daughter in law have been found to
be mutually co-operative and congenial. S

Although it is not a common phenomenon, divorce is
allowed in the Tai Phakae society. No social ceremony is
necessary for divorce and the verdict of the village elders is
- consider final in this regard. Widow remarriage is acceptable.
There is no elaborate ceremony in widow remarriages.

Thus, atrocities and exploitation of women like dowry,
wife beating, bride burning and prostitution are almost unknown
in the Tai-Phakae society.

- Though the literacy rate was not so high in the female
section but now the wind of change is blowing. Parents are
takipg keen interest for the education of their sons and daughters.

By observing the Tai-Phakae society from a close range
this schola; fully agrees with S.K. Chatterjee's comment.
"Among the Mongoloid tribes women have far greater

freedom in marriage, divorce and other matters than we find in
orthodox Hindu Society."

The status of the Tai-Phakae woman is not miserable,
though it can not be said as very high. A woman is the working
head of the family, the wife of a household head domesticate
animal, weave cloth, plant flower and frujt plants in homestead
garden, prepare food ascording to her own desire. She can go
to market or public place without any hesitation. The age-old

~customs restrict her to take part in some of the rituals and
festivals. The educated Tai-Phakae women also do not intend to
break:those traditions. Wife. beating is not present among them.
Practice of monogamy also facilitate in getting a higher position
by the women in the society. Though divorce is.allowed, it is
rare among them. Practice of Buddhism has restricted the women
to take part in some of the rituals. In some crisis periods women
are not allowed to enter the village shrine, cook-shed or to take
part in community festival. Though there are some restrictions
in the movement and other works attached to the Tai Phakae
women, they are never treated as the subordinate to the male
member of the society.

|
|
|
|

- Gogoi, KK.
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, With this background of their glorious heritage and age-
old custom of honouring the fairer sex with respect and status
equal to that of man, Tai-Phakae women with some exposure to
modem education and enlightenment could considerably contribute -

towards achieving a respectable and dignified status for women ‘ |

at large amongst tribal as well as non-tribal societies in this
region in particular and the country in general.
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" Role of the Karbi Women in their Socio

Economic Life : A study in Diksak Village,

Khetri, Kamrup
Dhrubu Moni Misra*

Introduction :

- The Karbis constitute one of the important hill tribes of
Assam. They are mentioned as Mikirs in the constitution Ofderj
Government of India. But they prefer to call themselves Karb!
and sometimes 'Arleng' which literally means a man. Although

Karbis are found to inhabit mainly the Karbi Anglong district o

Assam, some scattered Karbi inhabited d in th®
, ttered pockets are found 11
North Cachar Hills; §1bsagar, Nagaon, Darrang, Sontipur an
Kamrup districts. Racially they belong to the Mangoloid gro"P

and linguistically they are included in the Tibet - Burman gro"¥"

They are a colourful tribe wj - s
with their traditi amentss
dances, music and folkores. aditional dresses, o ‘

The orig; ' . o
to some | ginal home of the Karbis are not known. ACCOrdlng

Kamm‘];ﬂ;:la;(n.is'a village» which iS IOCa ted in the disn.ict ()
adnﬁnisuaﬁvel;o?;(’:ft §0 KM east of Guwahati. From .
of Khetri Police Stvaticn‘ll,1 oW the village is under the juris

. Materials And Methoq,

. The data of the pre
questionnaires, observation
- takes into account the 'dand

characteristics of the peopf;n%graphic and socio_econoalS 0

* , xclusive interviews hav®
Senior Lecturer,

Dimor;

S0t study were collected by pl'eztudy

e ‘9.
gends, they came from somewhere in south-east A5

dictio?

interview methods. The mi¢ -

1'

|

|
:
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been conducted when it was found necessary. There are
altogether 53 Karbi families with a population of 324 nos of
which 174 (53.7%) are males and 150 (46.3%) are females. "

The Results And Discussion

It appears from the study that the people are mainly
agriculturists and agriculture is the main principal support for the
families. The practise (Ahu) rice and (Sali) rice. In the field
men and women work equally. It is evident from the survey, 80
percent of the women are engaged in agriculture, of which
almost all have their own land and the rest are agricultural
labourers. Besides paddy, the Karbi women of the village produce
mustard seeds, different types of vegetables, betal leaves etc.
Some of the households have their own orange graden. It is
seen that the surplus products produced in their field after
consumption are sold in the nearby market. They also practise
shifting cultivation commonly known as Jhum cultivation in the
hill slopes. The Jhum fields are required to be protected from
wild animals, birds etc. by constant watching and for this purpose
they erect watch towers on the branches of big trees. LIvestock -
plays an important role in their economy. Most of the Karbi
women of the village have their own piggery and poultry. They

‘rear fowls, ducks, pigs, goats and cows. The poultry and pigs

are not only reared for household consumption but these constitute
as a source of income for purchasing yam, clothes, ormaments
etc. S -
Rice beer (Horlang) is prepared in every household and
this area of work is dominated by women. It is served to all
irrespective of age and sex. It is considered as a most valuable -
item and is used in every festival whether social or religious.
The Karbi women of the village not only make liquor for family
consumption, they also make it for selling in the market.
Weaving is an important cottage industry among the
womenfolk. They are expert in weaving and most of the clothes
are produced in their family looms for domestic use. Besides
weaving for household purpose they also produce clothes for
marketing which generates income. ,
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Another important activity of the women is frewood
collection which requires them to walk to a distant place. Their

- collection mostly fulfills their household requirements.

Fishing is an important occupation of the elderly women,

sometimes they make a good collection. Community fishingisa

common affair among the village of Diksak particularly in the

‘winter season when the water levels of the beels and rivers go

down. :
- It is found from our study that 95% of the respondents

- - support family planning. 70% have accepted family planning and
- all of them expressed that they have got full co-operation from

their husbands. 65% of the children were born in hospital,

Conclusion

The survey reveals that the village is deprived of many

development programes undertaken in the nearby areas.’

Educational level of women is very low and the engagement in
service like Governmental Department, Educational Institutes
etc are net satisfactory. Women of the village know about the
developmental programes in the nearby areas, but no opportunity
is being offered to them. The Governmental and voluntary

- organizations and agencies should motivate them to come forward

to receive education and training which would help them in
future to attain a higher standard of living, o

-000-
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The Special Features Of Tribal Textile In
Assam : A Case Study Of Women Artisan
Rajesh Bhowmik*

Introduction :

The basic requirements of human being are food, cloth

" and shelter. When their stomach is full, they feel the necessity

to cover their body by clothes and at a later stage they need N
shelter. These are basic needs of human being. EEE

In the ancient period, primitive men used to have theii' -

 food from the forest collecting fruits etc. During this period, they

had nothing to wear, Gradually primitive men started a settled
life - a major shift from the nomadic one. With the beginning of -
an agrarian life they felt the necessity of covering their bodies
with the jungle leaves, barks of trees, animal skin or hide etc. =
 So,clothing one self is of second in importance of life. No
one in the world would not like to wear clothes/garments to -
protect their bodies. When some people meét together they agreed

~ to share their productivity so that they came to know the process

of jhum cultivation. Jhum cultivation is the best procedure to
grow cotton. And almost that kind of cultivation was following
by each tribal community of North East Indian from thejr
forefathers custom. Assam is a big state among the North East

- States which has a greater land to cultivate the same. As per

1971 census, the tribal communities of Assam constitute 10.99
or 11% of the total population of the State. The total number of
scheduled tribes are twenty three and these. tribes are residing
in two areas like plain and hills. The following tribes are found

in these areas :-

_* Lecturer, Govt. Colleege of Arts and Crafts, Agartala




| 112
SL No. Hills tribes

SL No. Plain tribes

] L Chakma S B Barman of Cachar
2. Dimaasa Kachari = 2. Boro, Boro-Kachari
3. Garo | 3. Deuri ‘

4. . Hajong - 4. Hojai B
5. - Hmar S Kachari, Sonowal
6. - Khasi, Jaintia, Pnar 6, Lalung v
7.  Lakher 7. Mech
g.’ Man 8. Mishing

9. . Mizo tribe 9. R

10.  Karbi 2bhe
11 Naga tribes, etc.
120 Pawi
. 13. - Syntheng

14, Kuki tribes, etc. .

Methodology : |

... - The tribal communities throughout North East India have

tribal woman e sxilled enough. Almost eve
beautiful de'sighlfiss :ll:’li;yrz?l::gu , :;rﬁ s:cii(ilsznse and they creatrz
R e v
~ - The womenfolk ien i Pepular in the North B, g
: engage themselves fy, ~orta East regions. -
age of 10 to 12. Generally, there 5 o 1. ir hildhood at the
them to handle the looin, 0 '
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assisting their grand mother while she weaves the indigenoué ‘
clothes. The girl follows the tradition and gradually she gets
maturity. ' : ’

Findings : :
The indigenous clothes of tribal communities of Assam -
gets popularity due to the following special features :

1.  The dress used by the tribal péople of Assam has a reflection
of the colorful custom found in their society. The primary
“colors that are used in their dress are mainly red, yellow
and blue. At times, black, deep brown or green are used

in bétween these colors. . B
2. Each community use a traditional désign and so this is .
accepted popularly among the members of that particular
_ community. . . . » ,
3.  Often the same design is repeated in the upper part of the "
dress of a male or female member of the community. In
~_some cases it reflects the beliefs and truths of the tribal
society. The design used in the dress gives pleasure not
only to the user but also to the weaver and it must carry
© also ideas and meanings. =~ e
4., The propose of weaving dress is not always the same.
Sometimes some dresses are used by womenfolk of a

specific tribal community for their day to day activities.

Sometimes some dress are used during some festivals or -
dance programmes. Some special dresses were used by
only head hunters or warriors. Generally the dress is used
regularly does not carry any special meaning. :
5. In the costumes it is found that there ‘are often human,
animal and natural objects woven on it by the tribal women
in Assam. Some clothes are used only to maintain a certain
social status in a society. Some clothes are only worn for
ritualistic activities. Generally common people do not used
these clothes ordinarily. Some forms indicates some special
ideas and events in a given society.
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. - Clothes are normally used by the tribal of Assam as in
other societies also to protect one's body from heat, cold

and wind etc. Even for the common purposes. the tribal
women use a variety of costumes, '

Generally the main purpose of weaving among the tribal

. women 1s Eo meet their domestic needs and if there is any
surplus it is taken to the market to be sold, Usually the -

. male members of the family go to the market with the

surplus product. -So, weaving becomes one of the main

occupation of the tribal women and they manage it along

- with their other household activiies,

10.

L

: 4parts stitched together to fg;

.- The clothes wo"vgn by the tribal womeh are designed with -
_ laces, borders and sometimes there js a divisions of horizontal
and vertical lines. This js one of th

found : e prominent feature
ound in this type of clothes. In some cases, the dress is

ases it may be more than two
M one complete dress.

 tribal community ¢, another . of contrast varies from one

The local artisaps prepare both

. ZSe of beautification, they weave
7 918238 and different kings of angular

12.

13.

" made.
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- the bright colors and the deep colors. The preparation is

known to them traditionally. The sources of the preparation
of these colors are indigenous herbs, flower and leaves, the

bark of the specific woods and some sort of seeds found

in the forest or in the bank of river of the Brahmaputra

valley. The color extracted from the natural sources is used

to dye the handmade yam. In this way, a tribal woman

artisan produces colorful costumes with the help of this

dyed yarn. R

The techniques of production and the tools used by the

different tribal communities of Assam are almost same.

Generally, they use loom-a loin loom or a fly shuttle loom
for the purpose of weaving. Every community have a specific

name for this loom. Of course, the size and shapes may

vary from one community to another depending on the

processes and techniques’and on the availability of raw

materials also. These tools are generally made out of bamboo

and cane and wooden pieces. Even this tool is indigenously

These indigenously woven clothes are sold in weekly or bi-

- weekly markets or in nearby urban markets. A survey was

undertaken in different markets of Assam State and it is
found that the demands for such clothes woven by tribal
women is high, which shows the demands of the tribal
product among the non-tribal. Although the clothes produced

by the multinational textile companies are cheaper it seems

the indigenous clothes has attracted other peoples because
these clothes may brightened the social status of this class

of the non tribal population.
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Role Of Non-Governmental Organisations
~ For Development Of Tribal -
Women In Assam =
Dr. Jayanta Krlshna Sarmah

. Social Welfare has its roots in voluntary action and had
been sustained from several centuries in the past-up to the

- present. Non-governmental voluntary organizations are apt ones

to mobilize villagers inclined for constructive work. They are .
best suited to channelise their spare time and energy and by
doing so, they foster the growth of leadership at various levels
of the rural society. Also, they are more capable of bringing in
their work the 'humap touch' that follows from a less formal but
equally effective approach. As these organizations develop and
show increasing competence in assuming larger responsibilities,
they become qualified and fit for:some additional functions which
at present are vested in regular bureaucracy. For this reason,

:they are at a gredt advantage in securing popular support for .

their cause’and public-participation in their programmes.
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are sometimes

vsupposed to be potentially superior to official .agencies in three -

respects: (a) their workers can be moie sincerely devoted io the
task of reducng the sufferings of the poor than the Government
staff; (b) they can have a better rapport with thfa rural poor than
government employees; and (c) since voluntary organizations
are not bound by rigid bureaucratic rules and procedures, they
can readjust their activities quickly and continuously as they
learn from experience.! Besides, they have a considerable
background of experience and conduct of welfare programmes
and can react more quickly to changing social needs then can

be expected of official machinery.
* Senior Lecturer, Department of Political Scienc, Darrang College,

Tezpur, Assam.
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. The closest possible collaboration between NGOs and
Government are absolutely essential. Regarding the relation

between State and voluntary action in the field of social welfare, -

the Report on Charitable Trusts published by the British
Government says : State action and voluntary action were not
the antithesis of each other; rather they sprang from the same
roots, were designed to meet the same needs and had the same
motivating force behind them. Indeed, historically, the sate action
is voluntary action crystallized and made universal. An analysis
of public welfare action at any time would reveal mixed motives,
some genuinely humanitarian, some inspird by cupidity or self
arrangement. But neither in the historical record nor in- an
examination of their motives would there be discovered the making
of a fundamental distinction between state action for public
welfare and voluntary action for the same purpose.?

The word "voluntary' does not suggest total absence of

state control. Voluntary organizations haye to operate within the
framework of laws enacted by the State, They, for instance,
have to comply with the Societies Registration Act, Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, Income Tax Act, Industrial Dispute

Act, Labour Laws etc. There accounts are subject to audit and-
the Government has POwer to investigate any foreign assistance -

to voluntary ‘Organizations, According to Lord Beveridge, a
voluntary‘ organization, properly speaking, is an organization which,
Wh?ther its workers are paid or unpaid, is initiated and governed
by its own melpbg_rs without external control.? Definitions given
by Mary Morris and Modeline Roff are also similar. The only
addition, Mode!me Roff makes s that these voluntary organizations
::;;;ﬂuc: ;ep:,nd 1 part at least, upon finding support from voluntary
.

.Michael Banton defines voluntary organization as a group
organized for the pursuit of one interest or several interests in
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A voluntary organization in development to be of durable use to
the community has to nurse a strong_ desire and impulse for
community development among its members, to be economically
viable to possess dedicated and hard working leadership and
command resources of expertise in the functions undertaken.
Norman Johnson in his examination of various definitions of
voluntary social services points out four main characteristics @)
Method of formation, which is voluntary on the part of a group
of people, (ii) Method of government, with self-governing
organization to decide on its constitution, its servicing, its policy,
and its clients, (iii) Method of financing, with at least some of
its revenues drawn from voluntary services; and (iv) Motives

‘with the pursuit of profit included.’

Studies made by Choudhury (1971) Lalitha (1975)° and
Mukherjee(1979)"° .shows that a significant change has taken
place in the structure of voluntary action: In earlier times most
of the volunteers were unpaid, but now they are gradually being
replaced by professional and paid worker. For the full time given
to voluntary work the workers have to earn a living to maintain
themselves and their families. The work too, demands sustained
attention of qualified personnel. Studies also show that workers
in voluntary organizations in many cases function as multipurpose
functionaries largely due to inadequate personnel and material
resources. Consequently, they are often found doing work
unrelated to their educational and professional competence.

India has a glorious tradition of organizing voluntary work
for social good. As a matter of fact, the history and development

“of social welfare in India prior to independence is primarily the

history of voluntary action. The roots of voluntarism in India can
be traced to the nature, social milieu and ethos of Indian people
who believe in acts of charity rendering help to the people in .
distress caused by natural calamities, rural poverty, exploitation

and denial of social justice.

* The tribals were isolated in India under British rule. It
was never a matter of concern for the colonial administration to
enable them to take advantage of the technological order of the
modern civilization. During that time, it was the exclusive burden
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organizations as they were found to be ‘capable of déaling with

. social problems for which the State cannot provide in sufficient

measures."™

In the successive Five Year Plans the importance of the
role of voluntary organizations for successful implementation of
plans was reiterated. Dicussing people's participation on an
ideological level, plan document found it necessary to give it a
concrete shape and observed : In the activities in which official
agencies are engaged, there is a large sphere in which the co-
operation of the people can be sought and secured to achieve
a degree of success which would otherwise not be possible.
These tasks should be identified precisely and the obligations

and responsibilities of the people in relation thereto made known

clearly. The concept of public co-operation is related in its wider
tary action in which

aspect to the much: larger sphere of volun
the initiative and organizational responsibility rests completely
with the people and their Jeaders. So vast are. unsatisfied needs
of the people that all the investments in the public and privaté
sectors together can, at this stage, only make a limited provision

for them.” - _ | :
To deal with the voluntary organizations, different bodies

are constituted in India. The Ministry of Rural Development set
up a'body to deal with voluntry organizations : The Council for
Advincement of People's Action and Rural Technology
(CAIART). CAPART was set-up in 1986 l?y merging in it two
existng organizations, namely People's Action for Development
| for Advancement of Rural Technology.

(Indi:) and the Counci of R [ech
CAPsRT channalizes funds to the voluntary organizations for

implenenting rural development progamqkes, and to t'his enda
nds available under different anti-poverty

ortim of the fu
llzl'ogrannnés, like Integrated Rural Development Programme,
Rural Landless Employment Generation Programme, National

nt of Women and
Employment Programme, Development O
léll:ﬁlien ‘i)n );{mal Areas, Accelerated Rural Water Supply

Progranme and Low Cost Sanitation is made available to

CAPAXT for usé by the voluntary organizations.
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intimate the activity for which the grant is required the voluniary
organizations must accumulate proper facilities, resources,
personnel, managerial skill and experience. The financial position
of the voluntary organizationis is looked into before allotting the
grant. The financial position of the organizations must be sound
and the activities of the institutions must be opened to all citizens
of India without distinction or religion, race, cast or language. -
Besides, the voluntary organizations must submit separate
accounts audited and bearing the seal of a Chartered Accountant, -
in respect of grants sanctioned and released by the CSWB in -
three forms i.e. Receipt and Payment, Income and Expenditure

and Balance Sheet along with utilization certificate. These could -
be submitted within six months of the closure of the financial
ned or released.® =

year to which the grants aré sanctio
The CSWP assists the voluntary organizations for seven -

Education for women, the Vocational Trainin '
women, Awareness Generation Programme, family Counseling
Centers, Working Women's' Hostel, Creche Units and Socio-

Economic Programmes. .
Condensed Courses of Education for women is the scheme

which aims at facilitating social and economic empowerment of
women by providing them education and relevant skﬂls._The
scheme. is specifically designed to help dropouts zfnd failed
candidates to complete their school education. Under this scheme,
courses can be organi for women of the age of 15 years apd
provided two year non- .
ble them to appear for

above. In Assam, the womel are

residential education courses to end :

recognized primary, middle, metric, higher secondary or equivalent
: vate candidates. A scheme for skill development

. :ded for this pro e of assistance. Besid.es, one
;/sez‘songx:;i?gential egucatioh cfour§e fgr women 18 a!so-
Zonducted for women who have failed in High School Leaving -
Certificate Fxamination as private c?ndu!ates. A' number gf
voluntary organizations are wprkmg in this ﬁelcll9 in Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur and Sonitpur Districts (Table - 1.01).

different kinds of schemes. These are condensed Courses of 3
aini g Programme for
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Table - 1.01
Voluntary Organizations )
. ' ganizations Conducti
P . n
Of Education For Women in Dhegmgjoim}f:kshef’ Course
And Sonitpur Districts ’ pur

' their programme. Ag

. 'Volimtary Organization Addres

::m :-Bajyanﬁpur Samaj Kalyan| P, Hairampur, Dist, Dhomey Level

| ’ i M.E.
ls’::::: Samoguri Nabajyoti PO. Panbari, Dist Lakhimp LevelL
ang! | | : ’ ur M.E.
::;(:npms'smmMammangal Millan Nagar, Dist, Lagp o

i ” mpur

No.2-Napam Malltgaoﬁ Yubak ::vil

, |No 2 M
Sangha and Ramkrishna Lakai autgaon,
mpue

Puthibharal
Level

PO.Saraimria, |Hspc

Bhakatnala Samupygi .
guri Mirj
Mu'l Yubak] P'Ohxadamg[u-i Di
s 1st. Dhema..
i

Sanga
Pragati Yubak Kendra M.E.
: Vill-Gosain Pukhuri, A Level
’ di Al .
. . S . engi
Saimari Kacharigaon Abhijmn atra, Dist, Lakhimpur M.E.
Sangha o PO. Deori Barbam, pj Level
} . . » Dist. Dhemaii
No.1 Baijayanti maji] M.E.
pur Raisumaj
Yubak Sangha " | PO- Kadamgusi, pig;, ey Level
L ’ » Dehmaji
Lakukijan Surujmukhi J L.P.
limukhi- Mahi
Samiti ‘Mahila Vi":l'akhllkijan PO Level
. N N y LU, Jaira
No. Dist, .. mpur,
0.1 Dharamapur Dailyn Yubak Dhemaji M.E.
Level

Vill & PO. D
. 'aramap
Dist Dhemaji

Samiti

K'll‘, DisLDhemaji M.E

.people but due to inappropriate main

‘group of 15 years an

. experience and

" pased Vocations,
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~ 1t is observed that most of the voluntary organizations
prefer to take M.E. level courses only. Most of them- take
financial help only for one or two financial years and discontinue
ain new voluntary organizations come
forward to conduct the programine. The voluntary organizations
ailability of needy

discontiriue the programme not because of unav.
tenance of audit and accounts

by the organizations. '

The Vocational Training Programme for women is
formulated for vocational training of needy women in the age
d ‘above. The Advisory Board provides
assistance to the voluntary organizations having requisite capability,
infrastructure to conduct this programme. The
vocational courses aré divided into seven distinct categories? :
a) Commerce and Business related Vocations, b) Engineering

c) Textile Vocations, d) Chemical ‘based

Science'Relate,d Vocations, f) Para Medical -

Vocatiohs, €) Home
aneous ‘Vocations.

Vocations, g) Miscell .
the course can vary between’

In Assam, the duration of
two years. Training programmes of less than one year
duration can also be considered. Preference is given to destitute

women, widows, women belonging to weaker sections, specially
those belonging to Scheduled-Tribes'and backward classes. A
number of voluntary organizations of Mising populated areas are

engaged in these AprOgra‘nunes}l } | | |
Broad based voluntary organizations can avail of grants
en beneficiaries to

from the CSWB and ASSWB to assist worn . .
based units like Diary, Poultry, Piggery, Goat Rearing
) izations should be exclusively

and Weaving. - a membership of at least 20 women.

’ be provided to facilitate the
A antofuptoRs.3lakhf:an _ o faci |
setfilt-lg up of a production unit by the grantee institution. The
nstitution also requires contributing a limit of 15 percent of the
s r of voluntary organizations of Mising

; t. A numbe
project €05 are conducting these programmes (Table : 1.02).

populated areas

one to
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Most of the voluntary organizations working in Mising -
dominated areas are small women and youth organizations. Their
area of jurisdiction is also a limited one. - -

Under such background the role of Tezpur District Mahila
Samity has to be looked into which has become an influencing
force in assisting rural and tribal women over the last eight
decades of its existence. The Tezpure District Mahila Samity

(TDMS) was established in 1928.in Tezpur of Sonitpur District.
Adhering to Gandhian ideology, it works towards self-reliance.
extended its organizational.

In 1947, Tezpur Mahila Samity

activities, federating a large number of primary or village Mahila
Samities under it. As a federation of almost 100 rural and tribal
mahila samities, there is total membership of 10,000 women.

under TDMS. S _—
The vag objectives of TDMS are to empower women
among primary Mahila Samities.around issues of livelihood, health, -
ilities. The entire decade of the 80sand
90s of TDMS was invested on high quality training to women
of tribal and rural mahila samiities in order to revitalize their
: s and knowledge base. - S
For TDMS, facilitating economic empowerment o._,.. its
members has always been a priority, either through micro-
enterprise or a group enterprise. The women B.aacma in the
villages, mostly engaged in self-employment of agricultural labour
have been supported through activities like ,EE&ooB. weaving;
d legal counseling. A group enterprise was

sericulture ¢ 5 @ escarch-cum-training centre. TDMS has

:t to work on reproductive health issues.
mo<Mova M MM__E cn___nnmoa. five health centres were established
B o unities support in Patgaot, Silonighat, Gorbil,
with owﬂ“ *nd Bardikrai. Al these five are Mising villages in
Bamunipah %0 ¢ objectives of the Health Uit includes
moaeﬂw.wa people aware of the importance of reproductive
(a) to enerate awareness and adopt suitable measures
health, (b) to & . born babies, (c) to motivate

1th of new
hea thads to curb population

eguard the .
to safegud contraceptive me

vmow_o to adopt correct
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and :
2ccept small family concept, (d) to generate gend
gender

alitative and quantitative use

; :
sease, Hygiene sanitation and

-CHART - 1
1995 o
1996 60 Caseg
1997 36 Cases
1998 69 Cages
1999 68 Cases
2000 38 Caseg
2001 30 Cageg
2002 141 Cageg
83 Cases

129
2003 ...102 Cases
2004 ...151 Cases
2005 ..213 Cases
2006 ...200 Cases
...98 Cases

2007(Up to June) ...

2([)22004211)6211)8

O om 1096 198 200
Year
Chart-1 : Year wise registration €ases in Legal Aid Cell, TDMS

(1995-2007)

Women's Thrift and Credit Co-operatives So‘ciety, p(.)pu_laﬂy
known as the Mahila Sanchay Samabay (MSS), is a project run
successfully by TDMS. The Fundamental concept of MSS is

: e generatl
use as loans, incom be.

for. them'to which is raré in traditional economy.?
's participation

. i their names
creation I £1° MSS is to increase WOmeR's pa

uld be brought

and health

The main objective of :

in economic activities through V\fhlch a c.hla?nge corate

into their living pattern; economic stau}s, iteracy i

s expected that women's progress wouls ea to

o :;11 family and the community. Another objective of

ltifogl\l/‘lessgfi(;rto minimize the power of money lenders. The long
e

b
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term goal is to raise women

of weaker sections int
and bankable individuals, © adtonomous

. . e . $] E
been divided under two £Toups. While 1 the .
two set of functionaries for 1. Bordubja

Table - 1.03 .
Mahila Sanchay Samabay (MSS) Villages Under TDMS, The Number of Members
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. thei?;ir;ﬁ exctliuls'ively for women, the MSS are truly catering
eds and long standing desire of 'owi
v , > . ing what
s el B
advantage .of tal‘JI; Ltj[ibal .V1l.lag.es of Sonitpur District. The main
women take loans S-fhls I its democratic framework where
taken together with tvl:, knowled L n;‘t:i'BSt rates. Decisions are
gathering. Different NGOs frongl I\(I)ortl: m];;:sntl: s present in the

Naga Mothe iati i il s
ga Mother Association, Tripura Avivasi Mahila Saiiitsylfclt\}ei:

privately or publicly.2
for some traditional

take over, at least in
neighborhood group,

B . .

. a.:;gn e[:lllet:ce 9f SOC'lal policy substitutes

e ~+ In which public. authorities

par ¢ role of the family, the ethnic and
Oluntary associjationg.28 -

o

10.

11

12,

13.

14.

15.

- Welfare Agencies,
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Status Of Women In Terms Of Sex And
Marital Affairs Among The Monpa 'lhll)le
" Of Tawang District, Arpnachal Prades

tus has an integral relation with role. If we

le
ieti the world the status and ro
jous human societies of . .
'ts)i'ewtg;:;nd(i“flfers from society to soc.:xety.d 'I;l;:lss l;ayiﬁss;e::;;z

iety 1 ic, it is dynamic an dy! :
;’he :;::litgaxll;i‘;ogt sstt:ttllcl:s’ lof wg:mn in the societies whether it
or .

jarchal or matrarchal. e S O ey

22111? glfupositic'm of women in a particular society

: bers as per its own
; of women mem
society accords social st2tHs attempt has been made

Tawang district in

The term sta

M o » 'loman The
e also created woman.
When God created man- He d 'man’, she shows a man

' ses the WOre sut. In the
s encox:lf:rsing and sacrificing are all abou

' DC hich can
what love and care, ... hidden the great power WhiS ,
apron string of the waortmanhljlsldoubtedly woman 15 2 m;i::)f:c;:ld
fzenévolence and tolerance, a protee

: itome of
er O ection, and epitor
Creature a power = ent of love and ai;fn one, and hence, in the

provider, an embO™ "~ “. 1) wrap .d pages through

. , tanding alt v vered pages

mt.egnty a?gl‘flf‘:::;: gscholars women ahve coAnd in this regard,
writings 0 : i : '

their position 1 ° and their conditions long

years claiming wudied women h. Today women's
Anthropologists hadi;s pecame known 3 SItlt(ie most important

gnized as On° of

. reco T o
studies have be*? t of Anthropologys Gauhati University,
Deparm]en

* Research Scholar,
Gauhati - 14

Daisy Baishya*

hal. Therefore, the status of women
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areas of academic studies j
studies integrati
roblem e grating women' .
P ms, perspectives and experiences all over tsheperci%tmn'
} world.

The term 'status’ is
studied i i S 1S a very deceptive one,
The re;:tli‘:,l::uo? and inter subjectively and also ﬁoit?htus can be
opportunit Ol expected role which focus th e position.
es provided to individuals by the state and :o:}flhtlsﬂ and
1al cultural

institutions and the actual
observe status, One of ﬂrlole performed by the individuals can

day's world is w
omen's status. Wh
of women, then .- o5 Yhen one speaks
Y- ) on . . Of
woman occupies at’ :1'1 1s Speakmg of conjunction of p(t)t:s?ﬁstatus
mother, sister, politi Y point in time, as a worker, stuq ons a
prestige attacl;éd cal lez;der of whatever, of t’h ent, wife,
she is expected tot‘(;xtges'e position and of tl,le ﬁgh:svpo:e; and
L res ercise in hy . and duti
these position . er active rol es
, - S. Status of € as an occy
multidimensio; women: js re pant of
women's right :na; CIu§ter.°f variables anoWinep; CSentfad by a
in political, econo obligations in different COung-i Or Variations in
> - onomic and social structure, the culet?na;d are rooted
’ al framework

acquisition of prope _ o
level of litémc; dec:g, Power and authority, po]iﬁ, c;lnher{tance or
affairs etc. by th on about marriage, map, Al participation,

C. by the women in the SOCi;ty agement of domestic

Tawan, D'; o
o vang istrict, as a whole ; :
Le., Monpa, unlike other dismgtlse :,Sfpopu]ated bya single tribe

westernmos .
Jnike o the state, jg situated in the

! Ary ‘
population of 38,924 i 2001;aclh7al Pradesh, Out of ¢ 1
17, e total

'Pa' means belongi
nging to (Choudp , 1996, .34;’)“’“ country and
' )- They are well-

built, fair in complexi

, plexion and :

gentle, court i g i

cultural anclil 1:1?“.5’ friendly and gip <1>ta.11 St The

gious life of the Monpzll)se 0 their bepgyjoy yfal:e
center arg ) ©

und the Tawang
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Monastery. The altitude of the valleys occupied by the Monpas

vary greatly form 914 to about 3,658 meters. It is therefore,
extremely cold out there. The people live in houses constructed
of stones with wooden planks, usually double storied. Agriculture
and rearing of cattle are the mainstay. of the Monpas. They are
good cultivators and understand the importance of manuring.
They practise a mixed type of agriculture comprising of both
shifting form of cultivation as well ‘as permanent cultivation
according to the different plots of land. The Buddhism practised
by the Monpas community is akin to that of Bhutan and Tibet.
The religious establishment among the Monpas. is the image of
the Lord Buddha and also Buddhists ‘scriptures.. Monpas are

famous for mask making, carpet weaving, bgmbo’o-works etc.

The family is patrilineal and patrilocal. The owner of the
house is usually the executive head of the family. As per their
marries, the parents and

customs, as soon as the eldest son rents
ate the main house and reside in the

other offsprings should vac ‘
out house situated nearby- The Monpas of Tawang are often
called as Northern Monpa a5 the Southern and CentralMonPa
are inhabited in Kalaktang and Dirang of West Kameng district
respectively. Tawang Monpas are the largest Buddhist population
in Arunachal Pradesh (Dutta Choudhury, 1996)

The Wery word WO tations-: it gives an

idea to the position of an individual within a gréxtg).:ugtgﬁoﬁ
does not refer to specific individuals, but points- thetr P

~k which they form 2 part with. Status

hical position in society-

wi framewor .
ith the larger " ank of hierarc ; :

tus. A role requires
of relationships

is also used to refer 0 2 :
"Role is the consequence of oczcup{lﬂf : :Ariety

certain forms of behaviors & N An individual's respects,

with ofhers” (King and Kolle® 1975). A8 7 cial status. Any

ers ¢ determined by social status. AnY

2 "or achievement, is attached to

ition have been

prestige; and influences ive
. sher ascri
social status, either ascP The roles and pos
aluate the status

certain role, performanc® ing t0 eV
of Monpa women-
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Monogamy is the common norms in marriage, however,
polygamy is also permitted in Monpa society. It has become a
fashion ‘at present for the wealthy persons to go for a second
wife. The wives are found to be the sisters of the first wife
though it is not compulsory. In general, when the first wife is
barren or dead one goes for the second wife. However, one
must take consent of the first wife to marry another girl. Among
the wives, the first wife enjoys the higher status in the family.

In Monpa society, the institution of child marriage is
conspicuously absent unlike in many tribes of Arunachal Pradesh,
Girls are not given in marriage unless they attain puberty. They
are man-ied'betw_een the age of 16 and 24. Most of the marriages
are settled by parents by negotiation but consents of the boy and
the girl are taken prior to its settlement. Her opinion is given dye
importance. If the prospective partner selected by her / his parents
is not to his / her liking, the parents do not force him / her to

1de price js in the .
though not observd siricy; brevalent in the Monpa society

= y. Itis called a .
amount to be given ag Dhong - 5 Dhong - Sen, The articles

Stven en depends upon the status of
bo.th the fzgnll)les.mvolved. It varieg from 10 betangs (silver
coins) to f’tangs' and some livestock. But it is to be noted
here that the bride price is hormally, pot asked f; | .
at free will. Today in mogt o

as a token bride price. Whep, th(; girl i

.. lis s
house, she is given enough clothes, utensij;

» Oaments apq food

* quite impossible fo
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grains etc. Except the food grains Whlch aré co‘:;l;xesérsléz :t;s’ |
right over the articles given by her Paren.ts.d e gles
t of the clothes and ornaments are mhentg y ber L
F;los ; Some of her articles are sold and the money 1s 1usw11 for
;)e::))::mance of rites for the peace pf .thle dzgatrltlzdds;t;s Whete
there is no daughter, most of the artic el:ee e e porion
either given to the daughter-in-law, if any, - rﬁes D e of
for rites or all are sold for performance t o

e deceased. N ir it would
e When we are telling about sex and ma;l;ii‘ftfha:; titnde
be appropriate to discuss at Somezlepgl\tdhonpa society, chastity -
towa? gs chastity, adulter, divorce ettc I:n ses are condoned unless
is expected from both the sexes but ap hild is born out

) t.Ifac )
it becomes too apparent or t00 f;zgu;; the parents/relatives of

of such union, the b0Y 18 BRI % s fined by the vilage

the girl to marry her. I the B9y rted to them. Otherwise he goes

matter is rePO : husband and the

elders when. thlt; is expectéd from b(?ﬂl thf” usly viewed and
scot-free. Fide ti,he part of the ife 15 serll:) man is fined
wife. I::apse on ds to the breakdown. 'Tdehusband and the -
sometimes le?o the status of the 'aggﬂe;:sband, She ‘may be -
commensurate ted well thereafter bY dfl;usband generally does
wife is not trea But, lapse on the part O be fined nominally
beatel? up als% e ’and cry. At most h:l nola)l’le won't face ‘mUCh .
not raise muc £ the girl. At home ;1; wife for sometime.
by the parents 0 Jgging taunting from d wife are equally
problem except 02 both the husb‘“‘d»;ltn Not with standing

In their socletyi)ut it is rarely SOUE incompatibility it is
free to seek divorces on er side Of ‘
- the short comings 01

e or eith .fe and their relatives
the husban
endeavoured by both

d aﬂd the Wl. cases it becomes
. p nOt.break' But l.n oeunder
that the family doesr the couple t0 live ur

the one and the
t.

: only way ou een

ivorce is-the . e shared betw
same roof. Fence dlf divorce the Chl]‘iire\sﬂ?keep all the boys

In the ever ° ife. The husban - wife is not at fault the

the husband and th;hwthe mother. If the
and girls will go W

w.
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village council or elders may direct th

v aee co i e husband to give

e argf; lI:ss ;:g:;b;iebproperty like clothers, utensils,iltc. l?:sri;l;:
it y her;from her parent's house. If she is at
from her parent's i;':t:ae "SI?I?: Ezizlitshta(:lﬂy t?ose oy ought
e place. 2 s of a divorced

ot arl::;h ;fflwecvt;ll. gle can go for remarriage or carY 2?2:2
moans an acditional ol readily accepted by her parents as it
or withont fear elping hand. Normally, young divorcee with
o husb:n ﬁ?es to her parent's house as staying in“;:
Noctummal oo asr house she may face certain problem:r
consoquence thut e a.ttraCjtcd towards such women with 'th.
to malign ber. § an:.m?lghbors get chance to wag their ton .
B chjld.ren the 1.s the case with a widow. If shag;nles
D o ohildren .3;."1001( after her. In case of her ha o
brother near or diét:;t €T goes to her parent's or remarrie i
1o children ldékedc;fﬂgc:rbdeceased husband. In suchsca:;z
ca13 also stay in the house ofy oo men. I she emarties she
going for remarriage, - .

h¢r deceased husband without

‘Monpas but the npumber

‘many more changes in
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contacts, modern transportation system, increase in opponlmiﬁcs coe

for economic participation, modern democratic system, provision

in the Indian Constitution and, over and above, the modern -

education have brought changes in the status of women. Along

with the habitational, professional, and educational variations in
are also séen in their marriage
be settled by .

parents. It is a known fact that there - -

the Monpa society, changes 3
system. Earlier most of the marriages used to

negotiations between the

were good numbers of love marriages in the past among the

conspicuously. Now-a-days, most of the youngsters choose their
own life-partners. Today, many. marriages are se

payment of only a token-
are not uncommon. It is not 2 matter to be surpri
teimis of their mari

city in the near future.
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Tribal Women And Rura] Technology
Chandra Mohan Kalita*

- The status of Tribal womep refers to the social position
occupy as household workers, householders and citizens, rights
] ted to exercise. -
 There are few items which- indic

' women in recént days. These are edyc

health care etc. -

- Though most of the tribal women are fa
trauma of restricted autonomy,

like Meena, Sema Naga, Thary

: cing the social
but there are few tribal societies

S can be regarded ag unrestricted

_ autonomy over tribal women in India,

¥ Senior Lecturer in Economig, LCB. College
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The state of rural Technology in 'l‘t.‘lbal. :dMofAssm

In case of rural based Tecl}nology el:onl::re ey b

about planning on : oy b

def hi}fd})’ C;l; t:zliltcl hope for a bee kfeepmgr ;::i:;osciiiﬁﬁc

g?ﬁ?cllt:lau):re or Duckery or poultry rearing or i |
isc _ . |

Milch cattle or weaving centre.

y al stry is not suitable

ikewise, erection of a hea\.ry metal I;Ill)c;lllsz rl;en e

i th etvlfibai village of working by mottery o atifacts un
:1‘1 remguz pature of jobs. But, planning a pot _
anger

"in these areas. S
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of !{ural Development (SIRD)
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- The occupati O
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The ducks are prone to 'duck plague' which is a common
disease. The treatment is done by local veterinary units and the
vaccines are supplied by SIRD to the SHG's managed by the
tribal women of the village "GUMARIA".

e of the members of the SHG's

The per capita incom
manned by these tribal women are increasing at an encouraging

rate and it is solely due to duckery units.
The income generation is more than 20 percent annually,

which is marvelous. Out of this income, the women are repaying
the loans to the bank before due time and savings of SHG's -

increasing at higher rate.

To conclude it is worth mentioning that Rural Technology

and Tribal women are hand and glove. ‘The other areas of
importance are educational technology like audio—vigieo aids and
the like. Adult education, technical education at ITI level for

women is quite essential.
" In case of farm technology; the‘t;ibal,women are to be
trained in scientific agficultural practices is necessary -to higher
productivity. Higher productive horticultural activities like citrus
fruits, pineapple, Guava, quick yielding .mangqes, may be acznya-ted
for fruit processing items. Poultry rearing units though scientific
way will help in the supply of requn'gd m.eat al.xd eggs to dox?e.suc
and export market. This will simply requires high ;:;fii‘l:ea:;l:;;fs.
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women at all levels. .
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~ Empowering The Triba]
Women In Assam
Chandra Mohan Kalita*

Introduction :

In the pursuit l
. of
Improvement of the life :\)fe:vel
Among them are ag follows o

1) Prlmary ,
and general ed .
2) Vocationg] courses at ucation

3) Secondary edycatiop
4) Technical edycagion

* { i
Senior Lecturer in Economics L.CB. Col ’
§, L.LC.B. College
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Educational status of Tribal women in Assam

The Tribal girls are not being educated as.per desired

level due to the following reasons. . - ' ,
1. The contribution of women (girl child) is much more

. for the entrie day time in household works. They have -

no for education. =~ - .

2. Nature of household jobs. They perform.

a) Cooking activities.

b) Washing clothes .

c) Spin yamn

d) Wearer cloth weave

e) Fetch water from far flung areas
f) Collect firewood from the forest

g) Attend agriculturél wofks o
Even a girl child has to look-after the younger brothers

and sisters and help their mother in daily household jobs and in
ompelled to leave for Jhum

Hill areas of Assam, girl child are ¢ .
cultivation. Though some ‘new efforts have cha{lged t.he scenario
to a certain extent but the work schedule of tribal glr.ls _and the
time;tab.le of schooling con hool timings, b) -

tradicts e.g. @) S¢
Summer vacation timings, €) tructure, d) Non

Educational infras
use of mother tongues etc. E o
Relating to adult education for women the tribal women

it di lasses due to lack of
.o it difficult to attend the ¢ .
?;:razlt?'g:lzfml facilities, the Tocation of adult educa@onal centre

in remote areas, efc.

Tribal women :

Health Status of | |
The health status of tribal women depend on the foﬂomg .
aspects.

a) Safe drinking wgter N .
b) Medical facilities in their locality
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¢) Maternity benefit .
d) Balanced nutritious diet and knowledge about them
e) Basic health tips
f) Matriage after attaining 18 yrs. of age

h) Lack of Medicine in rural health units

D All types of medical facilities de
' : s depend
income of the people, PoIC tpon the

Income of Tribal women in Assam :
It is quite notice ‘ '
women dep‘clands Eggffﬁefgllg\;?;gl?;ﬁ?if (;l::::ion o ribal
" 1) Traditional economic activitie like |
ii) Agricultural and allied activities
iii) Non traditional activities
iv) Service sector (Tertiary ééétor)

requires land and other resource supports
In case of non-traditiona] sec
i) IT Sector

ii) Other Sectof (Professionélqs : Y
_ _ , ector, C.A,, ici
ITI passed out etc, " A Physician,

tor-belonges to

iii) Service sector-women working in public

sector and private plus corporate sector,
In the light of above scenario the
from the last two sectors in recent ye

The traditional economy gives very lower income g
non-mechanization and unscientific practice of agricult ue tg
ure an

allied sector.

trlbfll women are absent
ars in remote areas.
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?

The total empowerment of tribal economy in terms f’f
women folk depend upon the economic »planmng of the» state in
particular-and the nation in general. - . - -

Besidés, the total prqfe§'sional mcome 'zini’bn'g._ thf_._»' triba},
girls depending upon the vocational u‘adesmlrural gr‘eas,qf.tlax‘el B
state suggesting the improvement of women lot among the tnbal |
of plains of Assam and Hills. e ‘ |

v ' o' . L3 . the
1) . Adequate attention .may be given in th
) development of educational infrastructure :hkf; -
+a) ~ Raads to school b) School building, ¢) Trajgga
. teachers d) Use of local dialects in ren;fjge
areas, e) Taaching of Engli?h, t) Tgacihmg
of state language, g) Teaching of -~nat10neq
language, h) Basic sciences and Mat]?s sO;"
curriculum in tribal areas may be made simple
and easy to understand.
2) Incentives to tribal girls may be given who are
admitted and continued upto Xth standard. |
3) Study materials may be supplied in time to the
needy tribal girls.
Attitude of Man folk to their
be changed. :

5)  Regarding vocatio

women folk should
4)
nal educat'ion the rural k'1innstitut;:
i & skin care,
i trades like IT, beauty
0lf Zhocni:l?il:lagl fashion and design technology etc.
0 , fast | de -
;ay be initiated in the mbal areas

i he
i ty, depends on the
ding food security, . n the
? (liz ?/i?;pmeit of tribal women i agnc:lﬂ:l;rta;lon o
v sector etc. The 'r.e ton o
weaxrl;)ricg)yment through providing finan
une

i anks.
assistance by the regional rural b
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)

The total empowerment of tribal economy in terms of
women folk depend upon the economic planning of the state in
Particular-and the nation in general. . . ST

Besides, the total professional i;i'cg*np"an;émg.ﬁ the tribal
girls depending upon the vocational trades ifi'riiral areas of the |

state suggesting the improvement of wornen ‘lo‘t’a:moxig the tnbal
of plains of Assam and Hills. L L
1) . Adequate attention .may be given in the
development of educational infrastructure like -
-a) - 'Roads to school b) School building; c) Trained
" teachers d) Use of local dialects in remote
areas, e) Taaching of English, f) Teaching
of state language, g) Teachingof -national

T

and easy to understand.

2) |
admitted and continued upto Xth standard.
3) Study materials may be supplied in time to the
needy tribal girls. ,
4) Attitude of Man folk to their women folk should
be changed. : o
i tional education the rural institu
5) Regarding voca o beauty & skin cie,

f vocational trades likg .
c(:)loth making, fashion and design technology etc.

may be initiated in the tribal areas.
i ity, depends on the

Regarding food security, dep | 4

o d vgelopment of tribal women In agnculturz.d sector,
) The reduction of

ing sector etc. o .
l::leeanzplgyment through providing financial

assistance by the regional rural banks.

language, h) Basic sciences and Maths so;"
curriculum in tribal areas may be made simple -

Incentives to tribal girls niay be given who are
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Conclusion :

The women in Tribal areas should be monitored by N.G.O.
or Govt. organisation. All the schemes should be evaluated for
better result. To 'g:,dnclude, it is worth mentioning that the better
education, vocational training, and managerial education will help
the remote villagers in these areas. Better sports and cultural
facilities may be opened up in these areas. Better representation
in govt. services and in political areas are important.

Self sustained economic activities of daily required items
like food, cloth and in relation to shelter like low cost housing are
to be decided by even the tribal women in these areas. Banking

operations may be disseminatd to the tribal women folk of Assam

in phased manner by adult-educationa] programme, exhibition
and seminar. - :
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