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EDITORIAL

The Tribal Research Bulletin is devoted to provide objective
reading material based on first hand field research and observation
on various aspects of tribal life. Articles covering tribal life and
culture and their problems as well as developmental activities
going on in tribal areas and its impact are invited from social
scientists and persons having deep involvement in tribal matters.

It is bi-annual publication, first of its kind in Maharashtra.

We have great pleasure in bringing out the third issue of the
Bulletin. Besides articles, special news item, Statistics on Tribal
Education and a brief review of the work done by the Maharashtra
State Co-operative Tribal Development Corporation Limited

has been given. It will also give information regarding research
projects completed by the Institute. We hope the research findings
will be very useful in preparing development programmes and in
policy making. We are sure that the Bulletin will play an important
role in diffusing information on tribal matters and will be helpful
to the administrators and social workers in tribal development.

G. M. GARE
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‘S truggle Against Economzc 'Exploz'mtz'on

=

Achievements

by

Tribal Dewlopmeht Cofpomtz’on

P. K. M. ROY

Ex-Managing Director, M. S. C. T. D. Corporation, Pune

Introduction

If 1977-78 was a year when the
Government of Maharashtra
recognised this Corporation as its
chief instrument for the removal of
the economic exploitation in the
tribal areas, the year 1978-79 is
a standing testimony through the
activities of the Corporation that
given a political will, a dedicated
leadership and a well-organised team
of even an inexperienced but honest
and sensitive staff, we can dream
the impossible dream of banishing
the old familiar economic exploita-
tion of the tribals and the tribal
areas of Maharashtra.

The main activity of the Corporaiion

4= during 1978-79 has been the mono-

poly purchase. The Maharashtra
*Tribals Economic Condition (Imp-
rovement) Act, 1976 which prohibits
private trade in certain specified
tribal areas was operative -in

- 7 talukas in 1977-78. Encouraged by

the response from the tribals, the
Government of Maharashtra took
a decision that the scheme of mono-
poly purchase under the said Act by
the Tribal Development Corporation
should be extended to 40 out of
the 48 tribal talukas -and increased
fhe specified commodities from 12
to 24.

In order to effect this purchase under
the above mentioned Act during the
season  1978-79 the Corporation
opened 467 Collection Centres in 10
districts within the 40 specified
talukas. Equipment consisting of
1704 weighing sets and 717 tarpaulins
valued at Rs. 17,97,142.19 had to be
purchased as the sub-agents were
not in a position to make such
heavy purchases in time. The Cor-
poration had also to make arrange-
ments for storage at the collection
centres, central storage centres and
sales points. In view of the shortage
of godown facilities in tribal areas
the Corporation had to approach all
available sources including the
Collectors, Forest Department and
even private houses. However, the
procurement was much more than
the available storage capacity and
this did create problems of stocks
lying in open for a considerable
period.

The Corporation for the processing
of rice engaged 43 Rice Mills, 24 of
them being co-operative Rice Mills
and the remaining belonging to
private agencies. With the sudden
expansion in 40 talukas the Corpora-
tion had to also open three additional
Regional Offices at Nandurbar,
Nagpur and Pune and 19 Marketing
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Offices. For equipping these offices
with the necessary furniture and tools
the total assets purchased were to
the tune of Rs. 45 lakhs. The
Corporation also had to undertake
a vigourous recruitment in view of
this new programme and also take

personnel on deputation from
Government. The total strength
increased from 348 to 1429.

83 per cent of the total strength is
from the tribal candidates. The
break-up of the recruitment is as
follows :—

Scheduled Tribes 1190
Scheduled Castes 2 76
V.J./N.T. 5 32
Others 131

1429

In order to make the purchases
estimated at a value of Rs. 800 lakhs
the Corporation received from
Government a total share capital
contribution amounting to
Rs. 274-52 lakhs to serve as
a margin money for raising the
required finance against guarantee
from the State Government. The
Mabharashtra State Co-op. Apex
Bank sanctioned a hypothecation
cash credit limit of Rs. 500 lakhs for
the period ending 30-9-1979.

It is needless here to labour the
obvious that the Corporation had
to face seemingly in-surmountable
problems in view of this sudden
expansion. To add to these problems,
the sub-agents i.e. the Adiwasi Co-
op. Societies were themselves new
creations who neither had the
experience of such purchases nor
the necessary personnel. Moreover,
the suddenness of the expansion
and the crisis which came- with
every new day literally gave no time
to the management and the Mana-
ging Director to tie the loose ends




like stocks lying in the open in
some remote centres or problems
of delay of payment of a few days
in some remote centres before the
introduction of the Hundi system.
There were valid reasons for these
lapses like lack of storage facilities
which could not be built overnight,
the non-availability of coins/funds
with branches of the D. C. C. Banks,
absence of the Chairman of an
A. C. S. for signing cheques of these
sub-agents, absence of some Market-
ing Inspectors for countersigning
the Hundis and on some occasions
arrivals of various commodities be-
yond expectation. To add to these
problems the recruitment itself took
some time, as interviews had to be
conducted at various districts and
detailed postings had to be given
after a proper scrutiny of the inter-
view charts. The equipment purchase
order of so large a quantity especially
of weighing balances created a
problem even for the suppliers, as
the time limit given by the Corpo-
ration ranged from 4 days to 10 days
against the normal delivery period
of 30 days. These problems though
genuine, however, gave a necessary
handle to those who opposed the
monopoly purchase and whose age-
long empire was suddenly crumbling
to have a snipe at the scheme.

Monopoly purchase

The total procurement made up to
30th June 1979 was 6,87,935 qtls.
of specified commodities valued at
Rs. 771-35 lakh. The break-up of
the major commodities procured is
as given below:—

The total number of tenderers at
the 467 centres as on 30th June 1979
was 9,76,263 of which 7,56,108 were
tribal tendercrs representing 77.45%,
of the total tenderers.

The monopoly purchase by the
Corporation under the said Act
has undoubtedly awakened the
tribals perhaps for the first time in

their history in such large-scale--

manner to the fact of the extent of
their exploitation. For the first time
in many of these talukas, the tribals
have been given a purchase price
of their produce according to its
reasonable value which was in
accordance with the then ruling
market price of a particular area.

During 1978-79 the procuremen
during the same period in the same
areas was 1,46,324 qtls. representing;
an increase of 409 in the arrivals.

This clearly indicates that the tribals
are gaining confidence to sell their
produce at our Collection Centres
and that they are also openly
avoiding the clutches of the tradi-
tional private traders of their
areas.

During 1978-79 Nashik region has
procured the maximum quantity
(1,87,511 quintals  valued at
Rs. 2,53,95,548). Details of the
procurement of the other Regions
are as given below :—

%

Name of the region Quantity Value
LR = =k —*
1. Thane 1,85,361 1,43,48,544
2. Dhule 1,04,878 1,58,77,057
3. Pune 34,593 32,81,248
4. Yavatmal 19,118 39,60,272
5. Nagpur 42,510 38,85,690
6. Chandrapur 1,13,964 1,03,86,815

To this extent, it can be said that the
impact: on the tribal community
because of this monopoly purchase
has been spectacular.

It is also heartening to note that
during the year 1977-78 the mono-

poly purchase in 7 talukas was to the

tune of Rs. 1,05435 quintals

Name of:the commodity Procur.ement in Value
quintals Rs.

1. Paddy 3,12,147 3,24,11,958
2. Jowar 65,770 54,33,039
3. Warai 84,852 98,01,006
4, Tur . 28,910 79,05,192
5. Greoundnut .. 43,460 95,45,878
6.. Miscellaneous 1,52,796 1,20,38,101
(including M.F.P.)

e

The analysis of the specified com-=
modities tendered at 467 collection
centres in the specified 40 talukas
reveals the following picture : -

(1) The tribals by and large continue
to bring their produce in head
loads 7,56,108 tribal tenderers
tendered about 3,32,681 quintals
whereas 2,20,155 non-tribals brought
an equal amount of stock. In
Yeotmal, Nagpur and Chandrapur
the quantity tendered by the non-
tribals is more than that tendered
by the tribals, Necessary corrective
actions will have to be taken for the
next season in these three regions.
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(it) The details of the tenderers commodity-wiseareasbelow :—

a“

No. of

Storage of Food grains

467 Collection Centres were set up

- = o Nto- (;f tribal Q“:‘-titz’i 1 Q“amitg in the traditional trading centres of
omm ddity enderers .ten ere lzzgét;-;erasl tendeie the Adiwasis and only 135 have
= SR o proper storage facilities ; 332 Col-
: lection Centres had no arrangements
1. Paddy 59,025 1,76,977 44,261 1,35,170 for storage at all and stocks had to
be kept in open.
2, Jowar 1 13,475 - 22,461 11382 43309 LitsP Opetl fln  Glancmpi
District as well as in some of the
3. Warai 31,871 65,598 9,919 19,254 inaccessible pockets of Bhandara and
1 e 5
45 Nagli f0.748 11,251 oo 5,435 Dhule Districts stocks were in the
open for lack of storage and they
£. Udid.. 12,179 - 9,827 1,189 4,864 could not be moved to safer storage
eve
6 Tur. .. 20,638 19,988 3,797 8,922 . 3 b)-l 'J.anuary because jals the
- inaccessibility.
7. Hirda 32,514 24,916 856 2,186
: ; vi i i
3 *Nigerseai 1,541 2,557 5 2,087 The. following details will feve'al the
{ procurement and stocks lying in the
- 9. Groundnut 43,683 25,263 12,298 18,197 open with the A.C.S. and T.D.C.
BHY as on 2Ist May 1979 :—
This table shows that the commo- 5 e T :
dities e.g. Warai, Nagli, Hirda and : Stocks lying in open:with
5 : Name of the region Prccurement
Nigerseed are grown basically by : A.CS. T.D.C.
tribals and that there is a need to @ ————— - —
improve the yields by the introduc- Qtls Qtls Qtls
tion of improved practices so that
they can at least reach the level of e . Lo 220
production of the non-tribals who Nashik - 1,82,486 4,800 8,684
live within the tribal areas.
Chandrapur 1,11,389 5,400 5,882

Complaints were received from time
to time that the FAQ grading cuts
wwere very severe. A radom study of
25 societies in Pune and Yavatmal

. regions reveals that this is far from
being true. Less than 19, of the
»tribal tenderers had a FAQ cut
more than Rs. 10 whereas 159 of
the non-tribal tenderers had cuts
more than Rs. 10,515 out of 70,160
tribal tenderers and 1.470 out of
9,690 non-tribal tenderers had FAQ
cuts more than Rs. 10. A cursory
glance at the list of 515 tribal
tenderers also shows that  they
were comparatively well-to-do cul-
tivators.

~ These figures also reveal to some
, cxtent that tribal tenderers bring
commodities with lesser refractions.

A tribal cultivator has, therefore,
not been affected as has been project-

ed by these complaints. In fact an

analysis of the moisture cuts in Thane
District shows that for the region
as a whole the cut has been less than
11% the recommended
standard. Moreover,
material found in a bag of paddy

against
the foreign

during milling ranges from 3% to
59%. There is a need for a better
grading which will ensure that a
tenderer gets the most reasonable
price without bringing any burden
to the Corporation. This will come

only with experience.

5

There is therefore a need to accelerate
the completion of the construction
of godowns at the A.C.S. level. The
procurement figures will also reveal
the occupancy potential for each
godown and the need to re-design
these godowns as per the require-
ment of each area.

The shortage of diesel in Vidarbha
during 1979 further accentuated the
problem of transporting in addition
to the contractors being unwilling to
work in hilly and inaccessible
areas.

The price fixed by the Collectors in
most of the districts was by and large
reasonable “except in a few cases
where the price was abnormally high



e.g. red chilly in Amravati at
Rs. 1,085 per quintal, Tur in Dhule
at Rs. 349 per quintal, gram in
Nashik at Rs. 243 per quintal, paddy
Gari Kolapi in Nashik at Rs. 153
per quintal, Warai in Nashik at
Rs. 138 per quintal. While protecting
the interest of the tribals as a
producer it is also necessary to take
into account the Adiwasi as a consu-
mer as most of the local varieties,
especially of paddy, are consumed
within the tribal areas themselves
and in some of the districts, the
percentage of landless labourers
amongst tribals is over 60 per cent.

A total of 43 rice mills were engaged ;
of them 24 were co-operative rice
mills. The total quantity of rice
processed as on 30th June 1979 is
1,99,327 quintals. The details of the
out-turn of rice regionwise is as
follows :(—

Thane : 56.1%. Nasik : 56.29,.
Chandrapur : 55.259,. Nagpur :
56.78%.

The above out-turn is a mean average
of single and double polished rice.
This out-turn can be improved con-
siderably if the foreign material
within paddy is reduced below the
tolerance limit with stricter grading,
paddy is not left open to the sky and
the outdated machinery of many of
the rice mills is improved and moder-
nised.

The total sales as on 30th June 1979
including contracted sales are to the
tune of Rs. 4,06,63,700. The details
of sales and the percentage of total

procurement commoditywise are
as follows —

Paddy/rice 49,48,200 25 prer cent
Jowar 46,37,000 70 per cert
Groundnut 90,€62,0C0 91 per cent
Nigerseed 13,33,0C0 93 rer cert

While the Corporation could dispose
of most of the commodities advan-
tageously, the disposal of paddy and

rice is a matter of concern. The pro-

cessing of paddy takes some time

and in some districts like Chandra-
pur the procured paddy could not be
shifted to the rice mills because of
the inaccessibility  of many areas.
This is a perennial problem. More-
over, the price fixed by many collec-

tors for ¢ A’ grade of paddy like -

Gari Kolpi of Nashik, Kolam of
Thane has been on the very high
side. The high rate of paddy and
poor milling by the rice mills have

_representing the link of tribal pro-
ducer with a national organisation

for the sale, giving him the maximus

price for a given commodity. There
is a need for an even greater link
with other Co-operative or State run
organisations. The sale of ground-
nut, Warai, Nagli have been at pro-
fitable rates. The sale of rice, Tur
and gram have led to some loss.

With regard to the purchase of
Minor Forest Produce viz. Gum,
Hirda, Charoli, Mohaseed and Grass

posed difficulties in selling our “A°  the total turn-over is as given
grade rice. - below :(—

Quan’ﬁt& Value Quantity Value

Item procured in in . sold in in

quintals Rupees quintals Rupees ;
Charoli 0-30 61100 0-27 810-00
Hirda 27,102:00  16,21,111-00 19,631-0C  16,68,327-00,_
Gum 118-00 57,538 -00 16-00 7,173 00
Mohaseed 568 -40 84,318 -00 o e
Fodder 73,187 -00 10,26,919 -00 59,398 -:00 13,91,907-00

The striking feature of the sales
during 1978-79 as on 30th June 1979
is the export of Nigerseed through
NAFED. Jowar which was pur-
chased under the price support
scheme and which Government did
not take over even after- lot of
efforts, was sold in the open market
at profitable rates. Rice and Tur Dal,
after being properly cleaned was
sold in the retail packets of 3 Kgs.
through MAFCO, MAVIM and
some Co-operative organisations.
Rice was also sold to Government
employees by giving them facilities
to repay in three instalments.
Government in Social Welfare
Department also passed orders that
all institutions under its control
should buy these . procurred
commodities from the Corporation
only.

The total business with NAFED as
on 30th June 1979 is Rs. 36°2 lakhs

The procurement of Charoli, Gum
and Mohaseed has been much below
the expected arrivals and the Cor-
poration lost Rs. 3,92,485 by way of
royalty paid to the Forests Depart-

-

ment. In the collection of Minor -

Forest Produce our experience shows
the A.C.Ss. have not been able t&
undertake this work efficiently.

The purchase of grass is however a
success story by itself and perhaps i
no other agricultural or Minor
Forest Produce there is such severe
exploitation of the tribals. In the
tribal areas of Thane, especially
Palghar, Dahanu Talukas a few
private traders have purchased dry
grass from the tribals at a price which
ranges between Rs. 2 and 10 per
300 kgs. whereas the Corporation
entered this market and purchased
the grass at the market rates which
worked out around Rs. 42 per 309
kgs. These traditional grass traders



raised a hue and cry in a bid to
obstruct the entry - of the Corporat-
ign. The ~ Government did not
rescind. Having failed to pressurise
Government the traders and their
musclemen started threatening with
physical assaults on our staff and
all those who were willing to help
the Corporation by leasing out some
open lands for the setting of collect-
ion centres etc. Meetings were taken
by these traders at all important
places to prejudice the minds of the
local tribals. The Corporation in the
midst of all difficulties took up this
challenge by conducting meetings at
village levels with the help of the
local MLAs and by meeting the
tribal population explaining to them
that the entry of Corporation was to
. protect their interest. It was through
these meetings and various help
rendered by the Collector of Thane
and the district machinery that the
Corporation started procurement
and the local tribals cut the grass of
their own fields and brought to
these collection centres in open
defiance of the local traders. They
came in small numbers in the
beginning but when they came to
know of the benefits they started
pouring at these collection centres.
In fact, some of thém on their own
game even to protect the heaps of
grass from mischief by the agents of
_ the traders. They guarded these
centres with lot of personal touch.
"These local traders because of their
link with the Bombay market
successfully blocked the entry of the
Corporation in the Bombay market.
This grass eventually was sold to the
drought prone areas of Dhule,
Jalgaon and Akola Districts and
before the rains come, the Cor-
poration was able to dispose of all
the stocks much against the predict-
ion of the -local -traders - that the
Government and the Adiwasis would
have to face a financial ruin.

The monopoly purchase scheme has
given to the Adiwasis their birthright
to sell their own produce at market
rates. In spite of all difficulties the
Corporation has been able to dispose
of its agricultural and Minor Forest
Produce in the best possible-manner,
in spite of its infancy in mraketing
operations.

Through a systematic and well
planned advertising campaign to
project its image, the Corporation is
today being approached by national
and multinational organisations for
the marketing of its products. It can
be said that the Corporation is laying
the foundation for an effective
normal marketing in tribal areas.

The monopoly purchase scheme, has
given a spurt of new life to dying
or dead Co-operative organisation
in the tribal areas i.e. Co-op. Rice
Mills. The business turnover of the
Corporation with Co-op. Rice Mills
is to the tune of Rs. 7,97,308. The
commission paid to the ACS is
Rs. 25,11,054°64. The Market fees
paid to the respective APMCs is
Rs. 2,56,846°03 and Octroi charges
Rs. 39,148 00.

The interest -paid so far to the
Maharashtra ¢ State - Co-operative
Bank is Rs. 19,96,551°26. Inasmuch
as we have gained from them, these
institutions have also gained by our
presence in the tribal areas for the
tribals.

CONSUMPTION FINANCE

In the history of tribal development,
the Government of Maharashtra
entered yet another innovative field
by entrusting this Corporation with
the distribution of Consumption
loan, a very important and standing
felt need of the tribals. In June, 1978
Government decided to distribute
Consumption loan to  small
cultivators as well as to landless

labourers and village artisans in the

40 talukas of Tribal Sub Plan area.
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A Revolving Fund of Rs. 3 crores
was created for this purpose. The
Tribal Development Corporation
was appointed as Chief Agent and
custodian of this fund of Govern-
ment. This came at a time when
the Corporation was concentrating
its work in seven talukas of the
State and many of the tribals were
not yet covered by the Adiwasi
Co-op. Societies, in view of their
recent amalgamation. Needless to
say, this came as a challenge to
the Corporation as arrangements
were to be made for a new enrolment
drive by the Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies, preparation and sanction-
ing of loan cases, purchasing and
transporting stocks to more than
two hundred centres and for dis-
tribution of foodgrains, cash and
other components of the loan. in
a very short time. Above, all the

Tribal Development Corporation
had no infra-structure in many
areas like Dhule, Nagpur and

Bhandara Districts. In spite of these
difficulties the scheme was imple-
mented without any loss of time.
Loans were distributed to 1,60,000
families through 241 Adiwasi Co-
op. Societies who were appointed
as sub-agents of the Corporation.
The distribution was done through
288 centres opened in the tribal
areas. Amongst the supplies were
Chillies, salt, edible oil, sarees and
Dhotis (in Vidharbha areas) in
addition to foodgrains. Foodgrains
were taken basically from Collectors
in order to avoid such heavy pur-
chases from the open market. The
total loan amount distributed was
Rs. 1 *76 crores. The cash component
was restricted upto 30 per cent. It
was gratifying to note that by and
large the whole distribution was
completed in time in spite of the
innumerable difficulties in almost all
areas.

The most striking feature of the
achievement is that Consumption




Finance has been distributed to
landless persons to the extent of
80 per cent. It shows the courage of
Government to distribute loans to
a landless tribal who is otherwise by
normal norms an unviable entity.
The landless tribal on his part, saw
in this scheme, a desire of Govern-
ment to come to his help in his
hour of need. His membership of
the Adiwasi Co-op. Society, an
otherwise futile and superflous
action of joining a credit society
which does not give credit to him,
suddenly started to become meaning-
ful. Most of the landless tribals
thus came to join the Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies as members on their own
accord. During the short period,
75,000 persons were enrolled as
member of Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies, the most spectacular enrol-
ment being in Thane District. The
success of this membership drive
is an indication of how dear the
Consumption Finance Scheme is to
to the tribals.

The Scheme also helped the Adiwasi
Co-op. Societies, because through
the membership drive they could
build up their own share capital
base. The survey of the Tribal
Research Institute, Pune also indicat-
ed that the Consumption Finance
had a salutary effect in keeping the
price level constant during the
difficult months from June to
September.

Moreover, many of the tribals who
have been pledging their produce to
the traders, during the lean months
in exchange of a small loan did not
have to undertake such distress
sale of standing crops. The procure-
ment figures of 1977-78 and 1978-79
under the monopoly purchase
scheme in talukas like Surgana show
that the arrivals from tribals had
actually increased testifying to the
removal of exploitation to some
extent during these months.. In

achieving this the scheme had
achieved the aim to meet the felt
need of its target group.

The Consumption Finance Scheme
also helped the Corporation to
dispose of some of its stocks and
initiated it to make preparation for
the monopoly purchase during the
ensuing Kharif season of 1978-79.

The total amount recovered as on
30th June, 1979, was Rs. 49,95,785-64
representing 29 9; of the total amount
distributed. The districtwise break-
up is as given below :—

during the year under report. It is
heartening to note that the recovery
of some of the Marketing Officers has
been extremely good viz. Igatpuriin
Nashik where the recovery was
around 60%. and Dhadgaon in
Dhule District where the recovery
was around 55%,.

- Since the distribution of Consump-

tion Finance is basically. to small
tribal cultivators and tribal landless
labourers the recovery necessarily
is to be made in instalments. Even
this recovery of 29 per cent

Recovery
Serial Name of Name of Amount made upto  Percentage
No. Region District distributed June 1979
1 2 3 4 5 6 be
RsS="PL Rs. P.
1 Nandurbar Dhule 48,65,990-00 12,18,830-00 26-00
2 Nagpur Nagpur 2,60,193 -38 66,690 -23 2563 =
Bhandara 7,25,535-:32 1,49,502-98 22-00
Total 9,85,728-70 2,16,193 -21 22:00
3 Pune .. Pune 4,04,524 -00 1,€4,798 -76 40-73
Ahmadnagar 6,51,425 -00 1,69,903 -50 26 -08
Total 10,55,949 -00 3,34,602 -26 31.68
4 Nashik Nashik .. 35,55,081-04 15,54,448 -85 45 -0C
5 Yavatmal .. Yavatmal 14,29,885 -78 1,95,878 -00 12-00
Amravati 5,35,192:30 29,273 -75 3-12
Total 19,65,078 -08 22515175 7-5¢ %
6 Chandrapur  Chandrapur 16,09,435 -30 3,73,281:83 2342
7 Jawhar Thane 35,83,640-22 10,80,270 -35 3125 =

Grand Total

. 1,76,20,902 -34

49,95,785 -64 29 -00

The recovery under Consumption
Finance as shown above compares
favourably with the crop loan re-
covered by the Co-operative banks.
The highest recovery is in Nashik
District which is around 459%. The
lowest recovery is in Melghat of
Amravati District which is only
3:129,. The main reason for this is
that Melghat was under scarcity

amounting to Rs. 49 lakhs is actually
a sum total of daily recoveries of
Rs. 3 to 4 per individual spread
over a period of 3 to 4 months.
This recovery can be effectively
made either if a door to door
campaign is taken which obviously
is very expensive or by linking it
with the monopoly purchase and
Employment Guarantee Schem®



works. This linking could not be
effectively made during 1978-79
because almost all Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies were busy making arrange-
ments for monopoly purchases
during which period almost every
new day brought in some crisis or
the other. With regard to Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme works
many of the implementing agencies
found it strange and burdensome to
co-ordinate and Co-operate in the
recovery of the small amounts of
the Consumption Finance. These
were the teething problems which
had adversely affected the recovery
of Consumption loan.

In spite of the above reasons, the
récovery of 29 per cent need not
cast any gloom on the future. If
there is a more effective linking
between Employment  Guarantee
Scheme, Monopoly Purchase and
Consumption Finance the recovery
can go up as high as 60 per cent of
- the distributed amount. In some of
the remote areas, it was observed
that tribals of their own had lined
up to pay the dues of Consumption
Finance.

While many of the Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies have done their best to
effectively distribute this loan, it
anust also be mentioned that in some
cases the Adiwasi Co-op. Societies
— had refused to recover the amount
on some plea or the other. But by
=ind large the success of the Con-
sumption Finance Scheme and its
implementation has been due to the
co-ordination between the Adiwasi
Co-op. Societies and the Tribal
Development Corporation.

Primary Units

The pre-occupation of the Corpora=
tion in general during the last two
years in Monopoly Procurement
and Consumption Finance Schemes
had an adverse effect on the sale
of Consumer’s items in the tribal

areas through the 62 Primary Units
of the Corporation. This was due to
the fact that the organisation of the
sudden expansion took completely
all the time of all the Officers and
the staff of the Corporation. In spite
of the facts mentioned above, the
Primary Units continued to sell the
tribals, during 1978-79. The total
sales effected by these Units were
to the tune of Rs. 54 lakhs indi-
cating a gross profit of Rs. 3 lakhs.
In Chandrapur, the Corporation
had expanded its sales of salt by
exercising its control over the rates
of salt fixed by the traders. In view
of the high prices required to be
paid by the consumers specially in
the case of paddy and chillies, the
Corporation did not find it competi-
tive to sell these items through the
Primary Units. It may be mentioned
that the sale of commodities worth
Rs. 54 lakhs, wherever it was
made, was lower than the price
fixed by the local traders.

The Corporation continued to be
present in some of the important
tribal fairs in the state. The most
important being the Mahalaxmi Fair
in Thane District. Five thousand

(1) Nc. of Janata Shops

(2) Quantity supplied—
(i) Tea
(if) Matchbcexes

(iii) Exercise Books

tribals and some non-tribals purchas-
ed goods worth Rs. 20,000 during
the fair at prices which were much
less than those fixed by the local
traders e.g. we sold salt at 15 paise
per kg. against the traders’ price
of 50 paise per kg. which was
eventually brought down to 20
paise to compete with the Cor-
poration. Last year the sale at
Mahalaxmi Fair was Rs. 12,000.
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During the year 1979, the Govern-
ment of India decided to introduce
Public Distribution  System  for
the proper distribution of essential
commodities through this Scheme.
This Scheme is actually what this
Corporation has been implementing
in the Tribal areas. The Scheme
was made effective from Ist July
1979.

The Corporation was appointed as
the wholesale agency for supplying
the Consumers’ and the manufactur-
ed goods to the Janata Shops in the
Tribal areas and has been held
eligible for the same facilities from
the State Government as would be
available to the State Co-op. Market-
ing Federation Ltd. and the State
Co-op. Consumers’ Federation Ltd.
in the Non-Tribal Areas.

Accordingly  arrangements were
made to open 242 Janata Shops in
the equal No. of Adiwasi Co-op.
Socieites in 40 out of 48 talukas of
the Tribal areas from the Ist July
1979 and the following quantities of
Consumers’ goods were supplied to
all the concerned Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies in the last week of June
1979.

242

9,700 kilos

242 bundles of 60
dozer:s each.

968 Dozens.

The Janata Shops started sales from
Ist July 1979 at the rates laid down
by Government.

With the introduction of the Public
Distribution System and the aim of
strengthening the Consumers
activities of the Corporation in the
Tribal areas, the Corporation is
undertaking a study regarding the
Consumption pattern and choice




of the tribals and purchase methods
and places for various commodities
required for Consumption purposes.
In the Tribal areas for example
Tea is being purchased from
NAFED Branch from Gaubhati
and Match Boxes especially prepared
from South India. A detailed study
has been made by a Consultant of
the Socio-Economic Consumption
needs in Thane District and setting
of shops according to the natural
and traditional catchment areas.
This exercise has indicated that even
a very low estimate about 97 shops
of varying sizes can be set up in
the Tribal talukas in Thane District
where the expected sale annually
would be around Rs. 2 crores.
Taking this as a note, it therefore
indicates the programme of distribu-
tion in the Tribal areas through the
Adiwasi Co-op. Societies and Tribal
Devp. Corporation can very well
go up to about Rs.10 crores annually
with a profit margin for the Cor-
poration upto 2 per cent and profit
margin for the Adiwasi Co-op.
Societies upto 5 per cent.

In accordance with this plan, in
Thane District a Central Depot has
been opened at Jawhar and the
purchases have been made in accord-
ance with the recommendations of
the reports of the Consultant. The
results have been very encouraging
and in Jawhar Taluka all the Adiwasi
Co-op. Societies are also purchasing
from this shop and they are able
to compete favourably with the
local traders. During the year
1979-80 the Corporation intends to
expand its activities on the lines of
the Thanec Plan and hope to reach
turnover of not less than Rs. 2 to
5 crores.

Financial working of the Corporation
for the season 1977-78 and 1978-79

The financial statements presented
reveal a gross loss of Rs. 4°50 lakhs

at the Trading Account level and
the net loss of Rs. 3:91 lakhs at the
Profit and Loss Account level for
the year 1978-79. This compares
quite favourably with the figures of
Rs. 15-19 lakhs and Rs. 16 lakhs
at the Trading and Profit and Loss
Account level for the season 1977-78.
This in fact denotes a substantial
improvement in the overall perfor-
mance of the Monopoly Procure-
ment Scheme especially in the context
of expanded programme in 40
talukas as against 7 talukas during
the year 1977-78.

Based on last year’s experience from
the beginning various steps to reduce
the expenditure on overheads where-
ver possible, were initiated which
has placed the Corporation in this
comfortable position. The net loss of
Rs. 3:91 lakhs of the gross loss of
Rs. 450 lakhs in a total turn-over of
Rs. 42400 lakhs can be treated as a
position of no loss at all. The
Corporation could have been in a
position to earn some profit also,
but for some points of which the
burden ‘could not be avoided.

As stated in the preceding para-
graph, as a result of a system of
sending funds in cash from the
Maharashtra State Co-op. Bank
through the Head Office, the funds
used to remain idle for some time.
This has now been eliminated.
However, for the sale made to
Government . Departments, the
realisation of sale proceeds has not
been prompt, e.g. the sale of Jowar
and grass stocks Dhule. In fact, in
respect of supply of Jowar made to
the Food Corporation of India,
Dhule, besides the faci that 85 per
cent payment has been received
belatedly the remaining 15 per cent is
yet to be received as per last report
received.

The expenditure on transport though
reasonable can be reduced but
caught as we were between the
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protests from the Sub-Agents for
lifting stocks immediately and availa-
bility of transport, some of the
Transport Contractors did squeeze
us in inaccessible areas where stocks
were lying in open.

The amount of Rs. 1:40 lakhs paid
to the Forest Department towards
royalty is a net loss by and large
because the arrivals of Minor Forest
Produce and the sales thereof have
been so low as not to absorb this
large amount. The processing of
paddy and the out-turn thereof has
not been upto the expected mark
both qualitatively and quantitatively
due to the outdated machinery in the
rice mills and lack of proper grading
at appropriate stage which Ifas
resulted in obtaining lower sale_
price for the processed commodities.

The lack of proper storage at the
various collection centres and lack of
minimum acre at the collection
centres by some of the Adiwasi
Co-op. Societies also led to avoidable
losses. Thus for the year 1978-79 the
net loss works out to Rs. 3-91 lakhs.
The outstanding  balance  of
Rs. 32126 lakhs under the Hypothe-
cation Credit limit account as on
30th June 1979 has adequate cover
of stocks in trade valued at
Rs. 449-12 lakhs. -

The Corporation today is in fact at
a stage when it can look forward
with great confidence in as much as
the net loss of Rs. 391 lakhs can
be treated as no loss at all and in
fact, we can think with-confidence
as to how we can go in for profits in
the seasons to come.

It may be stated that the following
steps  initiated  have helped in
reducing the quantum of loss :——

(/) As in the past, the funds for
purchases were not routed through
the Head Office to the Regional
Managers, but from the Maharastea
State Co-op. Bank to the Regional
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‘ger’ Marriage central pole or
Madia Gonds of Chandrapur
District.

Managers directly, thus eliminating
one stage. This has reduced the
delay in remittances at the desired
point as also the burden of Bank
charges and avoidable interest ;

(ii) Obtaining a Blanket Insurance
Policy for the stocks has also reduced
the burden of insurance charges
considerably ;

(iii) Adoption of Hundi system from
January 1979 can be said to be a
very important step in the smooth
implementation of the Scheme in as

much as it ensured prompt payment
to the tenderers and also reduced the
burden of interest during the period
from actual drawal from the Bank to
the point of actual disbursement to
the cultivators as, in this system, no
amount was allowed to remain idle
at any level. It also eliminated
lying of funds with the societies or
other Offices for which the Corpora-
tion was in the past required to pay
a substantial but avoidable amount
of interest ;

(iv) In spite of the fact that there
was prolonged strike in the Jute
Mills, the Corporation was successful
in effecting the purchase of gunny
bags at reasonable rates. This has
also given a substantial saving to the
Corporation.

The system of preparation of
monthly accounts was introduced
and implemented with a view to
complete the accounts at the time
of year end early and as a result of
this, it has been possible to finalise
the accounts almost within two
months from the closing of the
financial year which may perhaps be
a record for a similar organisation.

The Trading account would reveal
that the sale of old stock (1977-78)
the valuation of which was Rs. 9181
lakhs has realised an amount of
Rs. 84-94 lakhs during the period
from Ist July 1978 to 30th June
1979, resulting into a net loss of
Rs. 16°00+5-42=—21-42 lakhs for
the whole of the season as against
Rs. 22-93 lakhs indicated in the
accounts for 1977-78. In the Trading
Accounts of the Marketing Offices
for the year 1977-78 the valuation of
the closing stocks was shown at
Rs. 91-81 lakhs.
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This valuation was however, reduced
by Rs. 14-25 lakhs as it was felt that
the valuation done by the Marketing
Officers was not done at purchase
cost or market price which was
lower. This revealed a loss of
of Rs. 22:93 lakhs as on 30th June
1978.

Thus it is viewed that after taking
into account the magnitude of the
activities the Corporation under-
took during this year and the many
obstacles it had to face from time to
time and, above all the many non-
commercial and social considera-
tions, the performance of the
Corporation even judged from the
books is quite satisfactory and
compares very well with even very
well managed public sector under-
takings.
* * *




Health And Nutritional Status of The Madia Gonds

Dr. G. M. Gare

Director, Tribal Research and Training Institute, Maharashtra State, Pune

Primitive Tribe—Madia Gond

Concentrated in a small pocket,
situated right in the heart of thick
forest and mountain ranges, about
30 to 35 thousand Madia Gonds
live on either side of the perennial
river Indravati in Chandrapur
District. The Madia Gond, the
most primitive tribe, is engaged
primarily in raising food requirement
either by shifting cultivation or
by gathering forest produce and
hunting. The tribe is located in
two tribal Development Blocks i.e.
Etapalli and Bhamragad in Chandra-
pur District. =~ The concentrated
zone of the Madia Gonds is- in
Bhamragad-Abhujmad area in
which they are distributed in 21
villages having population of about
15,000. About 15to 20 thousands
Madia Gonds live in peripheral
villages of the Etapalli Block also.
This group constitutes a distinct
socio-economic entity as they are
mostly unsettled as well as shifting
cultivators. Only in few villages,
they are settled agriculturists.
The land holdings of the Madia
Gonds are usually very small
The Major crops which the Madia
Gonds take are cereals like Madia,
Kosra, rice and pulses like Kandul,
Kolta, Kutting and oil seeds. A
typical village of the Madia Gonds
consists of about 25 mudwalled
thatched houses with 3 or 4 small
rooms. The houses and the surroun-
dings are generally very clean.

The decorated walls and artistically
carved doors are common in the
villages. Kitchen is the last room
which is quite dark and smoky.
The smoking is very common among
them. This habit can be found in
children of age 7 to 8 years. As
a common custom of the Madia
Gonds, any important occasion
necessarily calls for a liquor. Mahua
and Sulphi are the common liquors
and Landa (rice wine) is offered
on festival occasions only.

Common diseases among the Madia
Gonds

The Madia Gonds suffer from many
chronic diseases, the most prevalent
of which are waterborne. The
drinking water supply in many
villages is very poor. In Abhujmad
area of Bhamragad block people
have to go down the hills to get
the drinking water. Even when
water is available, it is often dirty
and contaminated. Consequently the
Madia Gonds are easily susceptible
to intestinal and skin diseases.
Incidences of Diarrhoea, Dysentry,
Cholera, Ghineaworm are common.
Tuberculosis  which is intensified
by nutritional deficiency, so common
among the Madia Gonds, is found
in the hilly and forest area. Semi
starvation condition, inferior diet
and unhygienic conditions do result
in contacting tuberculosis.  The
Madia Gonds have not yet developed
an immunity and when they come
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in contact with new diseases, they
fall an easy prey to them. Both
these factors are found in greater
percentage and, therefore, the in-
cidence of T. B. among the Madia
Gonds is found more. The T. B.
and Leprosy patients do not avoid
the close contacts of their family
members in Madia Gonds as a part

of their culture and as such others s

are also affected by these diseases.
One of the horrid diseases of which
the Madia Gond if mortally afraid
is Yaws which occurs more in
Sironcha Tahsil where this tribe
is predominant. Leprosy has also
not spared the Madia Gonds. The
incidence of small pox is still a
major item in the area. The Madia
Gonds do not get their children
vdccinated. Skin diseases are also
found prevalent on a larger scale
and more particularly among the
small children and aged persons.
Scabies, ring-worm, anaemia,

veneral diseases, different types of

fevers, cold and cough, dysentery,
typhoid are also common.

Addiction with intoxicating drinks
and magicoreligious devices

One of the important problems in
connection with health is the
addiction of the Madia Gonds to
priritous and intoxicating liquor and
drinks.

It is generally believed that the
tribals are averse to modern medical
treatment and that they take to
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superstitious cures
magic formula.

and Bhagat’s
The situation this

< behalf is more alarming in the

Madia Gonds. In obedience of
religious “belief deeply rooted in
them, the Madia Gonds invariably
call on their village priests and
Bhagat in every case of illness and
resort to magico religious devices
instead of taking medical help.
Many of the sick persons die at
the hands of the village priests
and Bhagats, who always diagnose
anger of some diety or spirit as
causing the illness and eventually
forbid people from other help.

Influence of economic condition

. on diet

"' . ..
The present economic condition
does not permit the tribals to have
nutritious and sufficient diet and

¥ in the circumstances they have to

live half-starved many times, More-
over, inadequate facility of clean
drinking water can be added to it.
The Major source of food for the
Madia Gonds is Paddy (Dhan).
Apart from growing paddy the
Madia Gonds who have small plots
of land around their hosues where
they usually grow a small kitchen
garden, consisting usually of beans,
tubres and white gourd (Dudhi).

- In weekly bazars, dried fish seems

to attract a large number of buyers.
Fish appears to be the major source
for protein.

Main constituents of tribal diet are
the two cereals, mandia and rice.
Mandia is prepared in the form of
pej (porridge). Only better off fami-
lies can afford to eat rice every day.
Pulses are consumed only occasio-
nally. On festive days, the menu may
include meat, fish, sugared rice,
fruit vegetables etc. Eggs are gene-
rally not eaten but left for hatching.
Farm produce often suffices for
no more than half an year. Roots and

+ tubors of various sorts are as supple-

mentary foods, in any case, they

are seasonal and their quantitative
share in the total nutrient intake
appears to be small. Milk is a rare
food item and cows are not milked
as a routine. Children are breastfed
for about an year, after which they

are switched over to mandia, pe¢j

and rice. In poor families most of
them become the victims of star-
vation. Pregnant women or lactating
mothers are generally not given
any special food.

Health and Growth

Dictary deficiencies are generally
expected to reflect directly in the
health status. It is of interest,
therefore, to examine the morbidity
pattern among tribals. We shall
quote some findings of the report of
a recent general health survey of
nearly 40,000 tribals. It states that
only 23 per cent of the population
was found to be in good health
while 33 per cent were in poor or
very poor state of health. 17 per cent
had dental diseases (mainly due to
poor personal hygine), 11 per cent
were anaemic, 5 per cent suffered
from nutritional deficiencies (mainly
of the A. D. and B complex goup).
The survey concludes that there
are reasons to believe that population
of the Madia Gonds is decreasing
because of morbid condition due
to  maleria, malnutrition and
anaemia. There are no protein
deficiency diseases need not be
taken as a confirmation of the protein
adequacy of the diets, as there
might be some unknown adaptive
mechanism at work.

The report also noted that around
40 per cent of the children were
underweight while practically one
was below the critical limit for
height. This confirms that diets are
energy deficient. In contrast, the
tribal students living in government
financed hostels were well fed
(average caloric  intake 2200
and average protein 59 gms.) and
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~ Majority  of

naturally had attained satisfactory
weights, in most cases (10 out of 12)
and in all cases height was normal.

Nutrition Assessment in Tribal Areas

The Nutrition Survey (Diet Survey
and Nutrition Assessment) was con-
ducted with the help of the health
organisations in the tribal areas of
Chandrapur district with a view
to define the diet, dietary pattern
and to assess the prevalent mal-
nutrition in the tribal population.

In all 238 households from four
villages were covered for nutrition
assessment after systematic random
sampling. Out of these, 29 families
were taken for diet survey. The
back-ground information was also
collected from the individual tribal
family. The samples were subjected
to the following investigations.

1. Clinical assessment.. 238 families.
2. Aughropometry 238 families.
3. Diet survey By one day

weighment
method in 29
families.

4. Duretion 8 days.

In all 952 members forming 38.5
per cent of the total population of

- the four villages were covered under

nutrition assessment. There were
425 males and 527 females. The
children below the age of 14 formed
49 per cent of the covered population.
households  were

belonged to low secio-economic

group.

Cereals and Millets : An average
per capita consumption of cereals
and Kosra millets is 350 gms.
per day. 61 per cent of the families
showed cereal consumption below
the recommended level.

Pulses : Main pulses in the area
are found to be field beans, cowpeas
and green gram dal.

Average per capita consumption of
pulses is 10 gms. per day. 65 per cent




of the families consumed pulses
below the recommended level.

Leafy Vegetables : Only two families
out of 29 surveyed families showed
consumption of leafy vegetables
on the day of survey. This consum-
ption was very low.

Roots and tubers : The average con-
sumption of roots and tubers is
only 3 gms. per capita per day.
Eight households showed nil con-
sumption on the day of survey.
21 households showed consumption
below the recommended level.

Other vegetables : The average con-
sumption of other vegetables per
capita is 7 gms. a day. 22 house-
holds showed nil consumption on
the day of survey.

Fruits : Temburs and raw mangoes
are available in the Bhamragad
area. Only two households showed
consumption of fruits on the day
of the survey. This consumption
was much below the recommended
level.

Milk and milk products : 13 families
showed nil consumption of milk
and milk products on the day of
survey. The rest of the families
showed consumption much below
the recommended level.

Flesh foods : Only two families
showed nil consumption of fleshy
foods. Rest of them showed con-
sumption of fleshy foods i.e. meat
and fish. The average consumption
per capita is 10 gms. a day.

Fats and Qils : Consumption of fats
and oils was much below the reco-
mmended level in all the households.

Nutrient intake : Average consump-
tion of calories is found 1385 per
capita per day. 76 per cent house-
holds showed consumption below
the recommended level.

Proteins : Average consumption of
proteins is found 44 gms. per capita

per day. Larger number of house-
holds showed consumption below
the recommended level.

Calcium : Average consumption of
calcuim is found 100 gms. per capita
per day. 79-4 per cent house holds
showed consumption below the
recommended level.

Iron : Average consumption of Iron
is found 20 kg. a day. 41 per cent
households showed consumption
below the recommended level. (100
gms. Moha flowers give 15 mg.
Iron).

Vitamin ¢ A °> (Carotene) : Average
consumption of Vitamin ‘A’
(Carotene) is found 20 mg. All the
households showed consumption
much below the recommended level.

Protein Calorie adequacy/inadequacy

19 households out of 29 showed
adequacy of proteins associated with
inadequacy of calaries. 7 households
showed adequacy of both calories
and proteins. 3 households showed
inadequacy of both calories and
proteins. None showed adequacy of
calories with inadequacy of proteins.

Nutrition assessment : On clinical
assessment, about 57:6 per cent
of individuals showed one or more
signs of nutritional deficiency. Most

common deficiencies observed
were —

Percentage
Vitamin ‘A ° deficiency 15-4

(Conjenctivel xerosis and
bitots spors)

Aenamia 14-1
Knock knees . . )
Angular stomatitis 1-26
Frontal bossing e 1200
Lental caries .. o 11265

A : Vitamin ‘ A ’ deficiency (Con-
junctival Xerosis and Bitots’ spors)
were observed in 15:4 per cent of
the total individuals. It was mostly
seen in pre-school and school age
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population affecting 16.7 per cent
and 35-4 per cent respectively.

B : Anaemia was observed in 14'1)‘ =

per cent of the total individuals.
It was mostly seen in adult popu-
lation. (144 per cent in adult males
and 30 per cent in adult females).

C : Knock knees, epiphyseal
enlargement, beading of ribs, frontal
bossing, potbelly etc. were seen
mostly in pre-school population
affecting 15°2 per cent population.

Protein Calorie Malnutrition

In order to decide whether the child

below the age of 5 years is a case of

Protein Calories Malnutrition (PMC)

or not, the following formula was;
applied.

Ht. (in gms.)

If the product is below .0015, the
child is considered as suffering
from PCM. Thus, it was found that
815 per cent (181 out of 222) of
the children were suffering from
PCM. It is seen that the diet is
mostly deficient in calories, calcium
and Vitamin ¢ A ’. Main nutritional
deficiencies were protein calorie
malnutrition, Ansemia, Vitamin © A’
deficiency.

Genetic survey of the Madia Gonds

A sample survey was undertaken
by the Genetic Division, Medicine
and Bio-Chemistry Department of
the B. J. Medical College, Pune
to study the anthropogenetic status
of the Madia Gonds.

The research team visited the village
Kasansur in Sironcha tahsil near
the boundry line of Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh. 105 blood
samples were collected for study
of various genetic markets. Red
Cell-enzyme G-6-PD deficiency was
studied in the field and the

prevalance was found 14 per cent. .
Similarly the incidence of sickle




cell hemoglobin was studied by
using mini electrophoratio  unit
‘designed in the genetic laboratory.
The incidence of sickle cell trait was
found 21 per cent. Such a high
incidence of sickle cell hemoglobin
and G-6-PD deficiency is also
detected amongst the other tribal

population groups like Katkari,
Bhils and Pawaras residing in hill
areas which are hyperendemic or
mesoendemic for Maleria. These
tribal population groups have been
possibly exposed to maleria infection
for the last several years and as
a result of this, such a mutation

might have occured in them. The
heterozygous advantage in affording
protection against maleria is known
and this possibly must be the genesis
of such a high incidence of sickle
cell gene. This becomes a problem
for the geneticists and also to the
public health authorities. % 4

No. Handicrafts
(1) Wood Carvings

(2) Paper Masks

(3) Beed strings|(Necklaces)

(4) Bamboo work

(5) Pottery work

(6) Musical instruments

(7) Caps

(a) Tobacco containers
(b) Combs

(¢) Munda (Central pole used in
Gond marriages).

(d) Shinoli (Burial Post)
(¢) Masks in Pangara wood

(a) Rain hats (Rekhi)
(b) Fishing nets

(¢) Bir traps
(d) Baskets
(e) Grain containers

Images of Horse, Bulls, Elephant
etc. and idols of deities.

(@) Wood  drums, Earthen

drums flutes.
(b) Tarphas

(¢) Biri and Chatkora

Made out of grass

Tribal Handicrafts in Maharashtra

Area

Sironcha and Gadchiroli tahsils
of Chandrapur District.

Mokhada, Dahanu, Jawhar
tahsils of Thane district.

Peth tahsil in Nashik district
and Mokhada tahsil in Thane
district.

All over tribal areas, specially
in Chandrapur district.
All over tribal areas.

Chandrapur district
Yavatmal district.

and

All over tribal areas.

All over tribal areas.

All over tribal areas.

Sironcha and Gadchiroli tahsils
of Chandrapur district and
Wani tahsil of Yavatmal

district, Nawapur tahsil in
Dhule district.

All over tribal areas.

Jawhar, Talasari Dahanu tahsils
of Thane district.

Nashik and Dhule Districts.
Thane district.
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Socio-Cultural Mairix of Bbils on the Border

of Rajasthan

N. N. Vyas

Principal, Manikyalal Tribal Research and Training Institute, Udaipur

The Problem

This paper attempts to : (i) Investi-
gate into the problems emerged due
to partition, (if) investigate into the
relationships of Bhils and their
economics dependence on Rajputs
and Muslims of Border area of
Barmer, (iii) to assess the prevailing
Socio-economic conditions of the
Bhils of the selected border villages.
The Scheduled Tribes of Rajasthan,
viz., Bhil, Mina, Garasia, Sahariya
and Damor are heavily concentrated
in Southern Rajasthan, which
comprises of Banswara, Dungarpur
Udaipur, Sirohi and Jalore Districts.
46-25 per cent of the State’s
Scheduled Tribes population is
found in this part of the State. The
inter-state border between Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh runs through
Banswara and Dungarpur Districts
of Rajasthan and Jhabua Districts
of Madhya Pradesh having tribals
84.72 per cent of Districts popula-
tion. The inter-state border between
Rajasthan and Gujarat is  also
dominated by Scheduled Tribes,
for, 24.83 per cent of Gujrat’s
Scheduled Tribes population in habit
this area. Incidently these inter-state
borders provide Bhil habitate.

The paper is based70n the data collected
in 1969.

Close to Jalore in South West of
Rajasthan there lies Barmer District
which is on the international border
between India and West Pakistan.
In Barmer the Scheduled Tribes
population (1.54 per cent of State’s
Scheduled Tribes population) is
insignificant in respect to their
number. But owing to Barmer’s
strategic position on international
border, the treatment to Scheduled
Tribes needs to be different. Adjoin-
ing to Barmer there is Tharparkar
District of West Pakistan which
had 48,599 Bhils and 35,091 Kolis
population in 1931 (U. T. Thakur :
1959).

A look at the distribution of the
Scheduled Tribes in South Rajasthan
indicates that these people inhabited
inaccessible areas mostly forests or
desert on the border of princi-
palities.

The Western International border of
India with West Pakistan comprises
Barmer, Jaisalmer, Bikaner and
Sriganganagar Districts of Rajas-
than; Ferozapur District of Haryana,
Amritsar, Gurudaspur and Pathankot
Districts of Punjab. Adjoining to the
border on West Pakistan side lies
Lahore, Multan, Mirapur, Tharpar-
kar and Nagar-Parkar area. The
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four border districts of Rajasthan.

740 miles in length and portion of

Mirpur State and Tharparkar District
of West Pakistan cover part of 10,000

square miles desert and semi desert

Wastes of Thar. Towards West of
Thar there is prosperous Sind-
irrigated  double  cropped and
surplus province. Rajasthan States
of Jodhpur (Marwar), Jaisalmer and
Sind (West Pakistan) were the
political units under British ruled
India. These political units werc
linked up commercially; e.g. main
exports of the area (Barmer) were
horse and camel gear to Umarkot
among imports.
English  cotton

from Karachi

(from Karachi it
came vig. Hyderabad and Umarkot)
(Walter : 1877). Karachi harbour
was connected to East Rajasthan
via Hyderabad, Sind, Barmer and
Jodhpur by Railway in 1900. Trade
through this area was also on the
Military route from Sind to Ajmer
and other caravan routes through
nodal centres.

After nearly two centuries of British
rule the subcontinent of India was
divided into two India and Pakistan
dominions in 1947. The major pro-
blem which emerged was due to
ethnographic pattern based on

S
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centuries of migrations. Within the
borders of nations are many groups

‘with different customs and different

languages which have not been
consolidated. (Valkenberg and Stotz:
1963). For instance, prior to
partition Tharparkar was inhabited
by different caste groups
Brahmins, Bhat, Lohana, Thakur,
Bhatia, Rajput, Bhil, Koli, Ahir,
Kumar, Meghwal, Dhed, Muslims
etc. (U. T. Thakur : 1959), while in

Barmer also Brahmins, Rajputs,
Meghwals, Bhils, Jats, Rebaries,
Bishnois, = Bhambis, Mabhajans,

Kumars, following different ways of
life were found. Muslims, Rajputs,
Jats, Bhambis, Meghwals, and Bhils
;were practising polygamy (rapidly
dying out now); Jats, Bhambis,
Meghwals could not- marry wife’s
sisters, the Bhils on the other hand

*were permitted to and frequently

did marry sister’s (Josephas : 1962).
The Parda System even today
prevails among orthodox Muslims
and Rajputs but in other com-
munities, including Bhil, women
move out freely. Ghar Jamai system
was prevalent to some extent among
Jats, Bishnois and some Rajputs.
Among Jats, and Bhils and to some
extent among Muslims divorce was
permitted (Joseph ; 1962).

On the Pakistan border the
Muslims of the district (Barmer)
speak Sindhi with admixture of
Marwari. The Rajputs and
their tenants and retainers like
Meghwals and Bhambis speak the
language of the locality. Jats speech
is influenced by the Bikaner dialects
(Joseph : 1962). In 50 miles zone
among the border, the Bhils,
Meghwals, Muslims speak the dialect
localy known ‘Dhati’ which is
mixture of Sindhi Marwar and
Gujarati (Specially in South Barmer)
language.

The Partition had closed down the

~links between this part of the sub-

like -

continent rather abruptly. Specially
speaking, the inhabitants of Barmer
District were forced to segregation,
for their ties with Sind had been
broken. Several traditional and
sizeable markets for the products
of the district have, however, been
lost following the information of
Pakistan and the problem in finding
of new markets within the borders of
India, particularly for the Cottage
Industry products was emerged out
(Joseph : 1962).

The imports and exports of the
districts which found its way to
Umarkot, Hyderabad railhead and
Karachi to South, West Asia were
lost and alternative markets in this
part of India were far and few
between. The only two major retail
marketing centres, at present, are at
Barmer and Balotra. Thus, the
border population had, to orient to
such situation, they never confronted
with.

Consequent upon the partition, the
Centuries old inter and intra group
relations—social and  economic
Nyats—social organisation— of the
social groups, loyalties of the people
towards the State and towards each
other were altered all of a sudden;
for many of the natives had left the
region while many new residents
had come in 6,368 persons belonging
to Hindu castes like Brahmins,
Bhatia, Rajput, Thakur, Bishnoi,
Jat, Kumar, Meghwal, Bhils, Koli,
Bhambis migrated to Barmer
(Joseph : 62). A few Muslims left
the area and went to West Pakistan.
Either of parents, brothers, sisters-
in-laws of the migrants Muslims
stayed in India and vice-versa in
case with the Hindus that have
migrated to Barmer. The social
relations were disrupted, in security
prevailed, loyalties divided and the
whole social structure of each village
on the border was redically
changed.
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And when the stresses and strains
of Partition on minds of the
inhabitants could only averted even
partially, dangers of instability in
Socio-economic relations amongcaste
groups were still falt, orientation of
contacts with the new centres was
taking place, and normal life in the
area yet to come, the unprovoked
Pak invasion on Western border of
Rajasthan in 1965 gave a shattering
blow on the life the inhabitants of
the area. The Social structure of
the border villages once again under-
went alteration because some of the
Muslim families from villages like
Somrad, Kelnoor Mithrau, Bhaskar
Dedusar have left for West Pakistan
and Meghwals, Deshantaris came to
this area from Pakistan. 4,416 Refu-
gees came in 6464 persons were
displaced (Pragatishil  Rajasthan:
Barmer, 1967). Despite of such
uncertainity and chaotic conditions
on the border the social groups had
to be dependent upon each other for
their existence. As a matter of fact,
throughout the border, Bhils,
Rajputs, Muslims, Meghwals = are
numerically more. The absence of
Banias, Mahajans and other higher
caste Hindus on border indicates
prevailance of insecurity. The richer
people have migrated towards East
and migrants from Sind who mostly
belonged to urban area and Hindu
dominated villages preferred to settle
far from the border. The border
situation was not at all conjenial to
business and hence the absence of
trading castes. It is very true that
Pak invasion had consequently
caused dislocation on the border
and contributed to insecurity to the
people. On the other hand, when
the danger was commonly concerned
to every social groups, this pheno=
menon was exhibited at the time of
invasion of Pak troops on border
area where all the Hindu -castes
were united against Muslims and
provoked them to leave India. In




Kelnoor, Mithrau Hindu castes
under Rajput and Meghwal leader-
ship respectively faced the situation
bravely.

The North-East Frontier, North
and North-West international
borders of India are-centuries old.
But the Western international border
of India with West Pakistan and
Eastern international border with
East Pakistan are only two decades
old creation. The problems, there-
fore, bound to be different. In the
former, the people are well adjusted
but in latter the problem of adjust-
ment is not yet over. The topography
of the two also varies greatly, as in
the former, it is mountanious
abdub the latter it is plain desert in
West and plains in East, which
hinders and encourages coming and
going of people respectively. The
partition of the area can demarcate
the area between the two countries
but the social relations, economic
interdependence, cultural, ethnic
elements cannot be permanently
reset within a stipulated period. The
problem in the Western border
became still severe when the West
Pakistan Government settled
Muslims on their border and Hindus
were driven to India. But on the
contrary, along the border line in
India, Muslims are dominant and
no high castes except a few Rajputs
reside in the belt. Only the Scheduled
Tribes and Scheduled Castes like
the Bhil and Meghwal, dependent
upon Muslims for their livelihood
are found. They are landless or own
lands mostly inadequate for their
livelihood, and are kept as Halis by
Muslims and Rajputs. The Muslims,
who are politically and religiously
conscious and economically well off
do have loyalty towards  their
brethern in Pak. To keep the border
well-guarded, our efforts should be
to inspire the Bhil and Meghwal
groups, get them out of the clutches

of Muslims/Rajputs and regain their
loyalities to India.

Methodology
The Tribal Research Institute,
Rajasthan, Udaipur have com-

pleted field work for the project,
“The Socio-economic conditions of
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
Castes inhabiting the border district
of Rajasthan.” Barmer district was
selected for the study because out of
1.84 per cent of State’s Scheduled
Tribes population living in the four
border districts, only Barmer has
1.54 per cent of State’s Scheduled
Tribes population. In respect of
Scheduled Caste population,
although Ganganagar had more
Scheduled Castes population (8.89
per cent of State’s Scheduled
population in comparision to 2.70
per cent in Barmer, 1.0 per cent in
Bikaner and 0.57 per cent in
Jaisalmer) but it has only 0.08 per
cent of Scheduled Tribes population,
hence was not chosen for the study.

In the Barmer district, there are
five tehsils, viz., Sheo, Barmer,
Chohtan, Siwana and Pachpadra.
Barmer comprise 180 miles long
border. Sheo, Barmer and Chohtan
Tehsils are the border tehsils and
Siwana  and Pachpadra tehsils
are away from the border. It was,
therefore, decided to exclude Siwana
and Pachpadra tehsils from the
purview of the Study.

Ten villages, 3 from Sheo, 3 from
Barmer and 4 from Chohtan tehsil,
were selected for the study on the
criteria worked out on the basis of
pilot survey results and discussions
with the Collector, District Level
Officers, Tehsildars and Vikas Adhi-
karies of border Tehsils and
Panchayat Samitis respectively.

The villages were selected on two
critics viz., (1) nearness to border,
(2) caste composition of the villages.
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However, 91 households, 37 belong-
ing the Scheduled Tribes and 54 to
Scheduled Castes) were selected on
random sample basis from the®

. Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes.

Households of the selected ten
villages, five each belonging to Sche-
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
The heads of responsible male
members of the sampled households
were interviewed personally. Village
schedule, household schedule, inter-
view gluide were constructed and
protested before using the same for
data collection. Group interviews
and observation were utilised for
getting information on  delicate
issues, such as, Hali System, Pak

invasion, its after effects and like.
R 4

The Barmer district is situated in
the South West of Rajasthan between
24° 58" and 26°32" North latitudes_
and 70°5’ and 72° 52" East latitudes.
The district is bounded on the North
by Jaisalmer and Jodhpur districts;
on the South by Jalore district and
on the West by Tharparkar district
of West Pakistan. It has 6,48,734
population and covers 10,333 square
miles area. The density of population
was 63 against 153 Rajasthan (1961).
The climate is very dry. The rainfall
is scanty varies from 5"-10" per
annum. The Scheduled Tribes

population was 34,833 (1961) ie.™

5.3 per cent of district population
and 1.54 per cent of State’s S. T.

population. The Scheduled Tribes

population is dispersed throughout
the district. The distribution of
Scheduled Tribes population in
three border tehsils of the district

selected for the study, was made as
under :—

(i) I Zone : 15 KM. from the Border;

(i) 11 Zone : 15.1 to 30 KM. from
the Border ; and

(i) 11 Zone : 30.1 KM. and

above from the Border. >
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TABLE I

. Distribution of S. T. Population in the Three Border Tehsils of Barmer

S.T. population living in the village situated within

Serial Tehsil 15 Km. from the 15.1.30 Km. from the 30 Km. and abcve from the
No. Border Border Border
Total Percent of Total S.T. Popu- Percent of Total S'T. Percent of
population S.T.Popu- Population lation S.T. Popu- population population S.T. popula-
lation to lation to tion te total
tctal total population,
population
1 Sheo 23,336 623 2.7, 7,892 525 6.58 24,715 7,072.86
(41.64) (33.58) (14.25) (28.30) (44.11) (38.12)
2 Barmer .. 13,296 800 6.02 16,551 1,153 6.97 1,77,930 9,431
(6.39) (7.04) (7.97) (10.13) (85.64) (82.83)530
3 Chohtan 53,920 5,214 9.67 48,141 3,202 6.65 19,987 14,197,10
(44.18) (53.04) (39.44) (32.56) (16.38) (15.42)
$ Total 90,552 6,637 753 72,674 4,880 6.71 2,22,632 1,557
(23.47) (28.76) (18.83) (21515) (57.70) (50.09)
(Figures in the brackets indicate the percentage of the population in the zone to Tehsil population)
Table I illustrates that 23.47 per-  three tehsils total S.T. population  distance from the international
cent of the total population of the  was above district average (5.37 border respectively, Junapatrasar
three border tehsils was living in  per cent) in all the three tehsils. (Barmer Tehsil) and Bandada

the zone within 15 Km. from the
border. This percentage showed
variance for example 44.18 per

cent, 41.64 per cent and 6.39 per
cent of the Chohtan, Sheo and
Barmer tehsils’ total population
was found -in the first zone.

As far as S.T. population was
concerned 28.76 per cent of it
“in 3 tehsils was found in the first
zone. But it also varied as 53.02
per cent in Chohtan, 33.58 per cent

,in Sheo and 7.04 per cent in
Barmer. 5.37 per cent of the
district population was S.T. but

in Sheo tehsil in first zone it was
too less than the average while in
Barmer it was more than the average
and in Chohtan it was still more.
Taking all the three tehsils together
7.35 per cent of total population
was S.T. population in the first
zone.

The second zone (15.1 Km. to
30 Km. from border) had 18.83
f the total population of the
tehsils and 31.15 per cent of the

The third zone (30.1 Km. from the
border) had 57.70 per cent of the

total
tehsils

population of all the three
and 50.09 per cent of the

S.T. population of the same unit.

The table first (I) shows that half
" of the S.T. population of the three

border

tehsils

was living in the

village within 30 Km. distance from
and 42.30 per cent of
population of the same

the border
the total

tehsils.

That means out of every 10

persons in the tehsils 4.2 and out
10 S.T. persons

of every

tehsils

5 were

30 Km. from the border.

in the
living within area

The following are the findings of the

study at household level.
belonging
were randomly sampled

holds
Tribes

37 house-

to Scheduled

from amongst the Scheduled Tribes
households from the five, out of ten
villages selected  for the larger
project. These villages were situa-
ted, Kelnor and Janpalia (Chohtan
Tehsil) within § mile, 2 miles
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(Sheo Tehsil) within 20 miles dis-
tance from the border and Managata
(Barmer Tehsil) within 24 miles
from the border.

Among the selected villages Kelnor,
Junapatrasar and Mangata Bhils
predominated. In Janpalia, Bhils
were next Muslim and in Bandada
they were next to Rajput with regard
to their numerical strength. The
Caste composition of the border
villages shows relative absence of
higher Hindu castes i.e. either'the
villages  are predominated :-by
Muslims, Bhils, Meghwals. A few
Mahajans living in comparatively
bigger villages situated little away
from the border deals in petty
business. Economically, Rajputs
and Muslims are dominant. The
Muslims are politically, religiously
and otherwise are conscious. The
lower castes groups specially Bhils,
Meghwals do not exhibit distinct
characteristics. The economic dis-
parity can be outwordly seen. “The
absence of diversified occupations

S




Caste Composition of the Selected Villages
: June 3
Caste Kelnor Janpalia Bandada Mangata Total 5
Patrasar
S.T. 40 60 22 103 133 358
Bhil @ (10) 10) ©) “) G
S.C. 5 1 17 3 80 106
Megwal
Others
Rajput 13 ton 55 40 2, 133
Mahajan 1 4 15 4 24
Brahmin 3 3
Muslim = 150 25 175
Khati 1 10 11
Darji 1 o 9
Vaisya 5 5
Koli sie 8 8
Nai 15
Lohar SHo5 4
Rebari - ) 60 60
Vajir 21 s 7l o
Dholi 6 3 s 9
Deshantari 25 25 »
Manhanyar 4 4
Jat 4 4
iy

Total 64 228 136 209 337 974
Tehsil Chohtan Chotan Sheo Barmer Barmer
Distance from
Border mile 1/2 2 20 18 24
Distance District 60 65 54 20 30
H.Q. (Barmer)
Miles

(Figures in the brackets show the number of households studied)

resulted in immobility. Animal  between, mainly for economic  Muslims live apart. Inter-action
Husbandry and Agriculture are  pursuits, was observed. Meghwal between these social groups are

not also deverified. Culturally the
caste groups are not much
different but socially and economi-
cally great diversity is apparently
seen. Very clear association of
Bhils with Rajputs and Meghwals
with Muslims and other castes in

Social Commensality (Bhils with other Castes)

regard Bhil among the lowest
because they are not strict in
respect of sororate incest, natra etc.

The villages are composed of
¢ Dhanis * comprised of ¢ Jhumpas ’
situated separately according to
castes e.g. Bhils, Meghwals, Rajputs,

TABLE III

very limited and rigid. The social
segregation (Table III) of Bhils
shows that the border villages are =
still tradition oriented. The break-
ing down of caste barriers .... is
not yet a noticeable phenomenon
here (Barmer) (Joseph : 62).

Drinking and eating

Sitting on the same

Fetch water from the

Caste together cot Smo}ff_ same well
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
Meghwal 4 33 8 29 9 34 12 25
Rajput 6 31 6 31 4 33 8 29
Muslim 6 31 3 34 4 33 17 200"
Mahajan 3 34 3 34 2} 34 3 34
20




The area between India and Pakis-
tan could be easily demarcated by
confirming to border line mutually
aggreable to leaders of both the
nations. But it was not possible
that the social groups living in
India and Pakistan divided ' into
watertite compartments. The rela-
tions like brothers-sisters, in-laws,
could not be broken at once. Border
security forces of both the nations
are active on the border but the
chowkies are far away from the
another, in some cases 6 to 10 miles
and people can enter either side.
The social relations between the
social groups of the people of both
side, still continuing. Marriages,
are generally, take place between the
two areas. This phenomenon is
also true with Rajputs, Meghwals
and with  Muslims. Logically,
wf course, there is nothing serious
about the continued social relations.
But this has become the medium of
blackmarketing. The Bhils are
the carrier of goods and Rajputs
undertake the trade. Muslims do
this part of duty themselves.
They take the BSF people confi-
dence or go unnoticed of them.

Out of the 47 persons married in the
sampled  household  thirty-one
(10 pre-partition and 21  after
partition) married in India; and
16 married, (10 pre-partition and
6 after-partition) in Pak. That
« means, even after partition 12.77

per cent of Bhils marriages took

place in Pak. This percentage is
likely to be more with regard to
Muslims. The data  on giving
daughters in Pakistan are - not
available.

ECONOMY

The main occupation in border area
is animal husbandry. The rainfall
is scanty, sub-soil water is available
200 feet 300 feet deep. Land is
~abundant but arable land is scarce.

The sand dunes shift from time to
time. The Rajputs and Muslims
own ample land and they have
herds of camel, cows and flocks
of sheep and goats. Neither the
Bhils have sufficient and nor they
have herds of cattle and flocks
of sheep and goats. Neither the
Bhils have sufficient and nor they
have herds of cattle and flocks

of sheep and goats. They solely
depend on Rajputs and Muslims
landlords, who attach them to

graze cattle, bring cattle to water,
milk them, do domestic work like
fetching water, bringing fuel,
attending guests etc. In fact each
Rajput family needs services of 4
to 5 Bhil families, in agriculture,
animal husbandry, household etc.
The Rajputs are masters and get
their work done from the Bhils.
This type of economic exploita-
tion is known as Hali system in
this area. The Bhils also own
lands e.g. out of 37 respondents 22
own land less then 20 acres, 11 had
land between 21-30 acres and 4
had land more than 60 acres. They
had 5 bullocks, 51 cows, 66 sheeps,
240 goats, 20 camels etc.

The Bhils, through own lands, earn
their livelihood by working for the
Rajputs. The Rajput supply seeds
implements camel to Bhils on
loan. After repaying the loan from
the produce the Bhil can get about
1/2 of the produce which often
not sufficient for the family for the
year round. During off season,
the Rajputs provide food loan to
Bhils which is collected at time of
harvest in double quantity. If the
Bhils do not have to repay it,
he and his family members are
bound to work for the Rajput.
The Rajput dectates the terms
and conditions and Bhils see no
other way except to accept and
abide by.
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The problems of indebtedness was
also contributing to the prevai-
lance of Hali system. Out of 37
households studied only 4 were not
indebted. Out of 33 indebted
households 8 households were in-
debt less than 500, 17 households
were indebt between 501-1000,
4 households were indebt between
100 per cent—1500 and 4 households
were indebt between 1501-2000.

Out of the 205 members of 37
sampled households only 5 persons
(all males) were literate—3 below
primary and 2 below middle. The
Bhils of the border area are not
organised in any form rebelons or
otherwise. Planned Social reform
movement, as noticed among the
Bhils of South Rajasthan, is a rarity.
The Bhils of border area are much
different in culture, religion and
with regard to awakening. They
had no opportunity to come in
contact with different groups and
urban way of life. With the result
their world view, though not mea-
sured, is definitely limited.

The Bhils have no influential leader
hereditary relected. In Sheo
Panchayat Samiti nobody from S.T.
was a Sarpanch. Only 1 S.T.
person from Chohtan Panchayat
Samiti was a Sarpanch and 2 S.T.
persons from Panchayat Samities
in Barmer tehsil were Sarpanchas
i.e. out of 187 Sarpanchas in the
6 Panchayat Samities of three
tehsils only 3 S.T. persons were
Sarpanchas. The picture in Zilla
Parishad is also far from satisfac-
tory. They have not also been
benefitted by the constitutional
privileges  for their  economic
development because they lack in
the basic thing i.e. land, cattle,
industry against which they can get
benefits. Constitutional safeguards
do not help in an authoritarian
society as exist in Border villages.

(contd. on page 24)
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The Gonds with a population of
3,31,798 ranked third in 1971 among
all the Scheduled Tribes of the State.
According to the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes Orders
(Amendment) Act, 1976, the Gond
Tribe and its various sub-groups in
Maharashtra State are as under :—

Gond

Raj Gond, Arakh, Arrakh, Agaria,
Asur, Badi Maria, Bada Maria,
Bhatola, Bhimma, Bhuta, Koila-
bhuta, Koilabhuti, Bhar, Bisonhorn
Maria, Chota Maria, @ Dandami
Maria, Dhuru, Dhurwa, Dhoba,
Dhulia, Dorla, Gaiki, Gatta, Gatti,
Gaita, Gond Gowari, Hill Maria,
Kandra, Kalanga, Khatola, Koitar,
Koya, Khirwar, Khirwara, Kuchi
Maria, Kuchki Maria, Madia,
Maria, Mana, Mannewar, Moghya,
Mogia, Monghya, Mudia, Muria,
Nagarchi, Naikpod, Nagwanshi,
Ojha, Raj, Sonjhari Jhareka, Thatia,
Thotiya, Wade Maria, Vade Maria.

The Gond Tribe has been regarded
by Russell and Hiralal as the
principal tribe of the Dravidian
family and perhaps the most
important of the non-Aryan forest
tribes in India. The Gonds were
returned from Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
with “heavy '‘concentration and in
Mysore, West Bengal and Gujrat

with small number. In the State of
Maharashtra their precentage in
Scheduled Tribes population was
11.35 and their concentration was
reported in Chandrapur, Yavatmal
and Nanded districts.

Derivation of name and origin

The dervation of the word * Gond ”
is uncertain. It is the name given to
the tribe by the Hindus or the
Muhammedans, as their own name
for themselves is ‘ Koitur ” or
“ Koi ”. Mr. Hislop considered that
the name Gond was a form of the
Kond Tribe. Sir G. Grierson stated
that the Telugu people call the
Khonds, ¢ Gond . It seems probable
that the designation ¢ Gond ’~ was
given to the tribe by the Telugus.
The Gonds speak a Dravidian
language of the same family as Tamil,
Canarese and Telugu, and therefore
it is likely that they come from the
south into the Central Provinces.
There is no reason, however, to
doubt that the Gonds came from
the south through Chanda and
Bastar.

During the fourteenth century and
afterwords the Gonds established
dynasties at Kherla in Betul, at
Deogarh in Chindwara, at Garha-
Mandla in Jubbalpore country and
at Chanda in Chanda district. Under
the Gond Rajas the country was
distributed among feudatory chiefs,
who were Gonds. From the sixteenth
century  penetration of Hindu
cultivators assumed large dimensions
and as a result of it the Gonds
gradually retired to the hill ranges.
About the Gond Rules of Chanda,
Settlement Officer, who has
recorded their history wrote that
“They left a well governed and
contented kingdom, adorned with
admirable works of Engineering
skill. They have left their mark
behind them in royal tombs, lakes
and palaces and the stone wall of
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the city of Chanda . The loose
tribal system failed to knit together
the strength of the people, when)_

united action was most required, and— =

the plain country felt before the
Maratha armies almost without a
struggle.

Mythical traditions, story of Lingo
and Sub-groups

Mr. Hislop took down from a
Pardhan a Gond myth of the creation
of the world and the origin of
the Gonds and their liberation from
a cave in which they had been shut
up by Siva, through the devine
hero Lingo. The Gonds believe that
Lingo was born from a flower. Lingo
divided all the Gonds into clans
and made the oldest man a Pardhai§
or priest. Out of the Gond Tribe
a number of separate tribes have
developed. Among them are several
occupational castes such as the
Agarias or Iron workers, the Ojhas
or Soothsayers, Pardhans or
Priests and Solahas or Carpenters
and Koilbhutis or dancers or prosti-
tutes. These are sprung from the
Gonds with an mixture of other low
tribes. Among the Gonds there are
two aristocratic sub-divisions, the
Raj Gonds and the Khatolas. In
the Telugu country the Raj Gond is
known as Durla or Durla-Sattam.
The Khatola Gonds take their
name from the Khatola state in
Bundelkhand. The Gaita are another
Chanda sub-group, the word Gaite «
or Gaita meaning a village priest
or Headman. Gattu or Gotte is said
to be a name given to the hill Gonds
of Chanda and is not a real sub-
group. The Maria are named after
the Mad, as the hilly country of
Bastar is called. Mr. Hiralal suggest-
ed the derivation of Muria from
‘Mur °, the Palas tree, which is
common in Bastar. The Murias are
the Gonds, who live in the plains.
and are more civilized than the
Marias. ¥
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Sub-Divisions

JAn Bastar all the sets of the Maria
"Gonds are divided into two great
classes. There are ninety septs in
one group and sixty-nine in the
other. They follow exogamy. In
Chanda, a classification according
to the number of gods worshipped
is found. There are four main
groups worshipping seven, six, five
and four gods respectively. Each
group has a sacred animal, which
the members revere. Totemism is
observed in this society. Many of
the septs are named after animals
and plants, such as Markam, the
mango tree ; Tekam, the teak tree,
Netam, the dog ; and so on.

Marriage customs

The marriage among the Gonds is
Jarranged as per the rules of exogamy.
The most distinctive feature of a
Gond marriage is that the procession
usually starts from the bride’s house
and the wedding is held as that
of the bridegroom in contradiction
to the Hindu practice. It is supposed
that this is a survival of the custom
of marriage by capture. Among the
Gonds, the marriages are arranged
by capture, services, or negotiation.
The bride price is paid by the bride-
groom’s parents to the bride’s
parents according to their agreement.
The consent of the boy and the girl
is necessary. Monday, Wednesday
and Friday are held to be lucky
days for marriage and they are
celebrated in April, May and June
or in October, December and
January.

The practice of lamsena, or serving
for a wife is commonly adopted by
boys who cannot afford to buy one.
The bridegroom serves for his pro-
spective father-in-law for an agreed
period, usually three to six years.
At its expiry, he should be married
to the girl without expense. The
re-marriage of widows is permitted.
As a rule she should marry her

deceased husband’s younger brother,
but she may not marry her deceased
husband’s elder brother. After her
husband’s death she resides with her
parents. Divorce is allowed on

various grounds, such as adultery, .

suspected witch etc. Polygamy is
allowed but polyandry is forbidden.

Birth

Among the Maria Gonds the
father is impure for a month after
the birth of a child and does- not
go to his work. A Muria Gond
father is impure until the naval cord
drops. On some day after fifth to
the twelfth after the birth the mother
is purified and the child is named.
If a child is born feet first, its feet
are supposed to have special power
and people suffering from pain in
the back come and have their
backs touched by the toes of the
child’s left foot. It is believed that
if a barren woman, can get hold of
the first hair of another woman’s
child or its navel-cord, she can
transfer the mother’s fertility to
herself, so they dispose of these
articles very carefully.

Disposal of the dead

Burial of the dead has been the
general custom. The introduction of
cremation may be ascribed to Hindu
influence. The dead are buried with
the feet pointing to the north, as
they believe that their ancestors,
came from the north. The Maria
Gonds, however, place the feet to
the west, in the direction of the
setting sun. Among the Maria
Gonds the death is announced by
beating a drum. The funeral takes
on the second or third day after
assembling of the relatives. The
burial ground is generally to the east
of village. Children at breast are
buried at the roots of a Mahua tree,
and it is thought that they will
suck liquor from them and be
nourished as if by their mother’s
milk. In the case of a man Kkilled
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by a tiger the body is burned.
Mourning is observed for three days.
The Gonds take food on the spot
after the burial and drink liquor. On
the third day a feast is given. A
stone is set up on the burial place,
in memory of the deceased at some
convenient time. The stones are
according to the importance of the
deceased. They believe that the
spirits of ancestors are re-incarnated
in children or animals. The Gonds
have no idea of a place of abode
for the spirits of the dead, that is
heaven or hell.

Religion

The worship of ancestors is an in-
tegral part of their religion. In
Gond village, there is Bhimsen God,
who is considered to be a god of
strength. Ghor Deo is the Horse God.
and Holera, who is represented by
a wooden bullock’s bell, is the god
of cattle. The gods most commonly
found in house are Bura Deo,
Matiya, Ghangra etc. Besides these
other household deities are Nag Deo
and Narayan Deo.

Charms and Magic

The Gonds belive in charms and
magical practices. If a child is ill,
they fetch water, which is used for
tanning from the chamar’s house
and give it him to drink. In order to
injure an enemy or to breed a
quarrel in an enemy’s house they
practice certain rites.

Omens

If a Gond, when starting on a
journey in the morning meet a tiger,
eat, hare or a four horned deer, he
will return and postpone his journey.
Rain falling at a wedding or some
other festival is believed to be un-
lucky. If there is a disease in the
village, the village priest performs
the ceremony of Gaon Bandhan or
tying up the village. No man or
animal may go outside the village
on this day, which is either a Sunday
or Wednesday. :




Fesitvals

The Gond festivals are associated
with the first eating of the new crops
and fruits. In the month of March,
a festival called Chaitrai is observed.
The Holi festival is observed at the
end of the Hindu year.

Physical type
Hislop describes
follows :—

“ Their bodies are well proportion-
ed but their features rather ugly.
They have a roundish head, wide
mouth, thickish lips, straight black
hair and scanty beard and
Moustache . Captain Forsyth says,
“ The Gond women are lighter in
colour and less fleshy . Colonel
Glasfurd wrote that “ The Maria
Gonds are timid, quiet race, docile
and addicted to drinking ”.

Tattooing

Both men and women tattooed
among the Gonds. Women are
tattooed over a large part of the
body at their father’s house, before
marriage. Patterns of animals and
common articles of household are
tattooed in dots and lines.

Food

The Gonds have scarcely any re-
striction on diet. They will eat
fowls, beef, pork, crocodiles, certain
kinds of snakes, lizards, tortoises,
rats, cats, red ants, jackals and
monkeys. The Khatola and tho Raj

Socio-Cultural Matrix of Bhils

The Bhils can be of immense help
especially on border zones as a
second line of defence. Our efforts
should be to know more and more
about the historical background of
their social relations with their
reference  groups. What are the
attitudes and opinions of these
people towards Government and
the nation at large ? What do
they aspire, what are their ends,
did we have provided adequate
and proper means to achieve their

the Gonds as

Gonds abstain from beef and the
flesh of buffalo and monkey. They
consider field-mice and rats a great
delicacy. The Maria Gonds are very
fond of red ants and give them
fried or roasted to a woman during
her confinement. The common food
is a gruel of rice or small millet
boiled in water. They grow the
small grass millets, Kodon and
Kutki, for their subsistence. The
flowers of the Mahua tree are also
a staple article of diet. He knows
many roots and fruits of the forest.
Excessive drinking is the common
vice of the Gonds.

Panchayats

The tribe has traditional Panchayat
system for the settlement of tribal
disputes and offences. The punish-
ment inflicted by the Panchayat
consists of feasts and in the case of
minor offences a fine. The fine is
spent on drinking of liquor. The
penalty of a serious offence involves
three feasts. If a Gond is arrested
and handcuffed or he is sent to
jail for some crime, he is put out of
caste, until he gives three feasts to
the Panchayat, for taking him back
in the tribe.

Recreation

Dancing and singing to the dance
constitute the social amusement and
recreation of the Gonds. The princi-
pal dance is the Karma. They dance

as recreation during the nights of

the cold and hot weather. The
Marias dance, men and women”™
together, in a great circle, each man

holding the girl next to him on one

side round the neck and on the

other round the waist. Only un-

married girls may join in a Maria

dance and once a woman is married

she can never dance again.

Occupation

The Gonds are mainly engaged in
agriculture and the great bulk of
them are labourers. The Maria
Gonds still practice shifting cultiva-
tion. They also engage themselves
in hunting and fishing. They have
several ingenious devices for trapp-
ing animals.

Education

In the census of 1961, the literacy
percentage of the Gonds in Maha-~
rashtra for males was 12:20 and
for females 1.18. In the census of
1971, the same was 19 for males
and 4.27 for females. Thus it is
seen that the Gonds percentage of
literacy for females is not satis-
factory. Efforts are being made by
the State Government to lift
educationally and economically
these weaker groups of the society
and it is hoped that the tribal
welfare programmes, being imple- >
mented for these people, will show
better results in future. * *

ends ? Do their ends are in the
interest of our nation or vice-versa ?
After all, if the situation is insecured
and dependence upon others result-
ing .in a kind of selfdom exists,
what makes these people to stay on
the border. The loyalties of Bhils
need to be ensured by reliant eco-
nomy and resettling of social rela-
tions based on mutual respect.
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Contribution of Forest La_loourem

Co-opemtiw Societies

Their Limitations and Possibilities

By. Dr. G. M. GARE

Director and D. T. Birari, Ex-Research Officer
Tribal Research and Training Institute, M. S., Pune

The Forest Labourers Co-operative
;Societies were organised in Maha-
rashtra State in the year 1947, with
an objective that this movement will
improve the socio-economic condi-
tions of the forest labourers, majority
of whom belong to Scheduled
Tribes. The socio-economic advance-
ment was envisaged mainly through
the commercial exploitation of
timber and fuel wood coupes and
other forestry-oriented activities. The
policy of the Government of Maha-
rashtra since 1947 has been to
encourage the growth of Forest
Labourers Co-operative Societies
and eliminate gradually the agency
of forest contractors.

ha

Growth of the movement of Forest
Labourers Co-operative Societies

Thus from the above table it is
seen that the movement of Forest
Labourers Co-operative Societies has
made good progress during the last
thirty years.

Social service organisations working
for the uplift of Adivasis were
recognised as sponsoring agencies
and through these agencies this
movement was first launched
amongst the Adivasis. These agen-
cies were expected to sponsor the
societies prior to the formation
of District Federations of Forest
Labourers Co-operative Societies.
But now with the establishment of
District Federations the responsi-
bility of sponsoring the societies
has been entrusted to the District
Federation. The District Federation

The organisational structures
of the Forest Labour Co-operatives

It is evolved through the last 30
years of experience and the sincere
efforts of Government and devotion
of the prominent social workers in
Maharashtra.

There is a three-tier system of
organisation and administration in
the form of State Federation at the
State level, District Federations at
the district level and the Primary
Forest  Labourers Co-operative
Societies at the village level.

The organisational design is made
up of the following :—

(1) State Council of Forest Labour
Co-operative Societies.

(2) State Federation of Forest
Labour Co-operative Societies.
(3) District Federations of Forest
Labour Co-operative Societies.
(4) Circle Wage Board.

(5) Central
Nashik.
(6) Primary Forest
operative Societies.
(7) Annual Conferences of Forest
Labour Co-operative Societies.

Training School at

Labour Co-

The State Federation of Forest
Labour Co-operative Societies has
been established in the year 1966,
with a view to attend the needs of
Forest Labour Co-operative Socie-

The growth of this movement can  spsonres, supervises and guides the  ties in marketing, processing of
be visualised from the following Forest Labourers Co-operative forest produce, starting of forest
table :— Societies. based industries and guiding the

movement in a planned manner.

Ttems Position in Pcsition in Position in
1947-48 197677 197778 The forest coupes are allotted to the
q 2 3 4 eligible societies by the Conservator
— = of Forest on the recommendation
Number of registered societies - . 11 409 422 of the District Federation of Forest
Total membership .. & 508 59,294 56,400 Labour Co-operative Societies. Such
Share capital = % 8,936 15,24,524 of the societies which are not eligible
Number of coupes allctted .. 13 635 610  are referred to the State Council
. Business carried out by them 1,88,000 6,52,13894 7,45,00,000 for consideration. The coupes are
= Piofit made 1,16,000 5,42.44.297 allotted either on revised formula
or logging system basis.
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Circle Wage Boards are set up for
each division in the circle. They
are formed by Conservator of Forest
of the Circle, one representative
of the societies in the division and
the Divisional Forest Officers and
the Labour Officer. They fix rates
for the items in coupe operations.
It thus plays a crucial role in deciding
the remuneration of societies.

The Central Training School at
Nasik established in 1963-64 traine

the supervisors, secretaries and
accountants etc.
Annual Conferences are held

annually in Adivasi Areas and they
arouse awakening among Adivasis.
The members of such societies in
the State gather and put up their
grievances and suggestions are made
over which Government takes due
actions.

We have noted in brief the growth
of the movement of Forest Labour
Co-operative Societies and the
organisational structure of these
co-operatives.

It is generally admitted by all that
the movement could not achieve its
main objectives satisfactorily. Many
societies are virtually defunct, and
many of them failed in providing
adequate incomes and employment
to their members. The growth of the
societies as a whole is impressive
statistically but the societies are
very weak from within. The number
of societies, their share-capital and
their business turnover have increas-
ed manyfold from 1947-48 to 1976-77
as is seen from the table quoted
earlier and despite this growth, the
societies would not effectively
contribute towards their objectives.
It is worth knowing why.

For this, we have to look first to
the problems and issues from which
they suffer and the limitations which
bind them and far them from further
improvements. Thereafter, we can

review their contributions, whatever
they are and think of any possi-
bilities.

Problems and issues

Taking into account the present
schedule of approved items
prescribed by Government for
coupe operations, the societies
clamour for inclusion of still more
items on which they incur an
expenditure. Also, they often press
their demands for raising the rates
of expenditure on these items. This
issue is very vital and affects directly
the costs and returns of the societies.
Government has paid attention to
it from time to time. According to
the societies, the lack of fully
satisfying accord over this has led
many societies to unsatisfactory
financial state of affairs affecting the
members and the welfare progra-
mmes of the societies.

Delay in the coupe operation, delay
in the settlement of accounts of
society, lack of proper guidance and
supervision by the staff in the whole
organisational set up of these co-
operatives, delays, in the disposal
of material and also in the submis-
sion of the audited statements—all
pose difficulties in improving the
financial position of the societies
in general.

They seem to suffer to much extent
even today from the lack of adequa-
tely training staff to help run the
societies satisfactorily.

The problems of malpractices in the
management of societies is on the
increase.

Participation of the Adivasi in the
movement is on the whole satis-
factory. The only question is, how
active and qualitative it is !

Societies on an aggregate are not
functioning in the real sense as
commercials as well as welfare
organisations, since many of them
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have spent more money towards
pay and allowance and transport
charges rather than on payment of
wages.

Their role of giving more incomes
and employment to Adivasis is
much unfulfilled. They are far away
from fulfilling. Their role of bring-
ing about all-round development
of the area.

Limitations

The above referred problems and
issues lead us to think of the limita-
tions of the Forest Labour Co-
operative Societies.

The size of the society, the economic
viability of the society, the obser-
vation of the schedules of coupe
operations, the co-operation between
the Forest and Co-operation Depart-
ment on one side and the societies
on the other, the extent of faith the
Adivasi reposes in the movement,
the vision of the federal structure in
planning the growth of the movement
and lastly the richness of rest—all
these have bearing on the achieve-
ments and limitations of these
societies.

The number of societies rose from
11 to 422 in 30 years with member-
ship from 508 to 56,400 and coupes
allotted from 13 to 610 all this is
quantitatively  impressive.  Even
profits rose from 1.16 lakhs to
5.43 crores. But these aggregates
cannot conceal the bad financial
position of many societies, their
inability to give more employment to
members, their inefficiency in pro-
curing works other than coupe
operations to give more incomes to
their members, their negligible ex-
penditure on welfare activities and
their incapacity to replace old con-
tractors fully.

The size of the society is on an
average 100 members, much less
than that of Gurjat and affects on

«
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total amount of work load it can
take up with consequences of limit-
<« ing their earnings and profits.

The economic viability is redeced
because of the problems and issues
stated earlier and also due to their
limitations to exploit rich coupes in
many cases of societies, due to lack
of availability of rich coupes in many
cases and due to failure in getting
coupes in the area of operations in
few cases. This reduced economic
viability is further reduced by the
increase in the number of non-
member workers and inadequate
efforts in evoking faith regarding
the movement in the minds of the
. members. This reduced economic
*viability is the main cause of many
limitations of the societies to fulfil
their objectives.

* The co-operation between Forests
and Co-operation Departments on
one side and the federal organisa-
tion on the other side should have
shown more imagination and under-
standing of each other. This also
lent some limitations.

The upper part of the federal organi-
sation should have done more
regarding the functions assigned to

them in planning the phased develop- -

ment of the movement in setting up
and organising adequate forest-based
industries and in research of the
problems being faced by the move-
» ment. This gave some limitations to
the qualitative and quantitative
growth of the societies.

The extent of richness of the forests
in the State as a whole has an impor-
tant bearing on the growth and
development of not only the societies
but also of the movements. This
richness is there but it needs to be
enhanced for the quantitative and
qualitative ~ development of the
Societies in particular and of the
. movement in general. Thus we have
noted the problems and issues facing

these societies and the limitations
under which they are working.

In the light of these limitations, it
would be proper to evaluate the net
contribution of these societies to the
cause of the weaker sections in
general and the tribals in particular.

Contribution of Forest Labourers
Co-operative Societies

It is now thirty years that these
societies have been in existance with
definite objectives to achieve. The
three decades are adequate enough
to allow them to contribute sub-
stantially to the intended benefici-
aries and the intended areas. They
were expected to play a significant
role of an agency to bring about
amelioration in the living conditions
of the forest dwellers, Adivasis and
non-Adivasis who are poor and
dependant for their livelihood mainly
on the forest. These institutions are
their gather figure, to guide, to
educate and develop them and their
areas.

It is worth evaluating their contri-
bution to the welfare of the con-
cerned people and their area. This
contribution will have to be assessed
in terms of the fulfilment of the
objectives.

The first question we will be asking
“ what is the contribution of these
agencies in eliminating the contra-
ctors and their exploitative practi-
ces ? . One thing is certain that the
number of societies have increased
from 11 in 1947-48 to 422 in 1977-78
and statistically this sizable number
is prima facie very impressive to
give as an impression that by now
they must have eliminated the exploi-
tative agency of forest contractors.
However, it is not completely true.
The sample survey of Dhule District
revealed that despite this network
of the societies, quite a substantial
forest revenue is collected either
through the agency of forest contra-
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ctors or the Department itself. It
means, sheer number of societies is
not important. To the extent, the
societies fall short to exploit the forest
resources by the existance of other
agencies in the field, the contribu-
tion of the societies is not complete,
thus leaving scope to reduced econo-
mic benefits and welfare amenities to
the members and to redue impact on
the societies area of operation. The
significant number of defunct socie-
ties and societies passing on coupe-
work to others as their sub-agents
have very less to contribute to the
welfare of their members, their
families and the area.

The second question we will be
asking is that * What is their contri-
bution in giving fair wages, profits
and bonus . The answer is that a
very large share of earnings and
profits in the forest trade yet goes to
contractors engaged in .transport
and to the processing units practi-
cally owned by the private sector.
The upper level federal units could
not adequately and satisfactorily
develop the forest based industries.
The Adivasis and the forest-dwellers
could not be helped to a desirable
extent to develop skills through
organisation of these industries.
This has affected their employment
potentiality outside the areas of
coupe-exploitation. The said survey
revealed that societies provided an
income of Rs. 60 to 70 on an average
during the whole year. This meagre
income cannot solve the problems
of unemployment and cannot raise
the socio-economic conditions of
the members and their families.
These societies have not, in general,
taken interest in works other than
coupe operations. For example,
collection and disposal of minor
forest produce, road construction
and forest industries, processing
units etc. Regarding the profits, the
survey revealed that none of the
surveyed societies had distributed




profits and bonus to their members
during the last five years. They are
not functioning as commercial insti-
tutions, as well as welfare organisa-
tions. They have spent more amounts
on pay and allowances and trans-
port charges rather than on wages.

The third question we will be asking
is ‘ What is their contribution
towards providing welfare amenities
to the members . It is revealed that
they have done very little to under-
take adequate welfare activities. The
maximum expenditure per member
per year comes to Rs. 6 in Dhule
district on an average, they have
spent one to two rupees per head.
They have no concrete programme
under welfare activities.

The fourth question will be asking
is “ What is their contribution in
giving more employment to their
members . The answer is that on the
whole, they have been unsuccessful
to provide adequate employment to
their members. The survey revealed
that 50 per cent of the societies could
provide an employment for a very
limited period in a year to 600 to 700
persons from Adivasis. It indicates
weak economic and other poten-
tialities of the societies to contribute
adequately towards this end and the
main reasons for this are their in-
capacity in tapping resources of
employment other than coupes and
secondly the uneconomic coupes in
majority cases being allotted to
them.

The fifth question we will be asking
is ‘“ What is their contribution in
providing training to Adivasi in the
management of societies as well as in
creating leadership from within ™.
The surveyed societies revealed that
out of 23 societies 13 are still with
the non-Adivasis. Similarly, parti-
cipation of Adivasi in the manage-
ment by appointments on posts like
Secretaries, Accountants and Clerks
is negligible. Also, none of the

persons trained as Supervisors,
Secretaries and Accountants at the
Central Training Institute, Nashi
have been appointed on the posts for
which they are trained and many of
the existing office bearers from
Adivasis have not been sent for the
training because they either do not
fulfil the conditions for admission or
there is disinclination on the part of
these Adivasis.

However, major contribution of
these societies is seen in creating
leadership from amongst Adivasis
themselves.

The District Federations in the later
phases could replace much the role
of sympathisers and private spon-
sering agencies. They created leader-
ship which today serves the needs
not only of the societies but also of
the other social and economic
spheres of the Adivasi life to some
extent in general. But this is also
a quantitative contribution. Their
ineffective participation in the move-
ment leaves much to be desired for
qualitative contribution.

Lastly, we will be asking “ What is
their contribution towards bringing
on all round development of the
tribal community ”’. The answer is
that they have hardly touched the
fringes of the problem.
Possibilities

Although the above analysis gives
a somewhat pessimistic picture of the
movement of forest labour co-opera-
tives, these are definite possibilities
of the right kind of its development
to achieve the objectives. Despite
their limitation, they could succeed
in covering a large number of forest
labourers with their fold. Some of
them could share profits and bonus.
A large number of contractors have
been eliminated and the owned
resources of F. L. Cs. are growing.
They can do better provided some of
their limitations are removed.
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(1) Size of the society.—It is on an
average 100 members much less

than that of Gujrat. It affects badly ;

the total amounts of work load it
can take up. It is possible to
coampaign vigorously to increase
the membership size to an optimum
level so that each society is able to
bring about a minimum business
turnover of Rs. one lakh. This
would lend a good economic viabi-
lity to each society.

(2) Availability of good coupes and
bringing minimum 10 to 12 societies
under one parential organisation
is another way of strengthening
the financial position of the societies.
Coupes rich in timber woods need
to be developed in large number
through a planned phased pregra-
mme of the forest Department, and
they should be allotted in such
a way that each parental organisa-
tion of 10 to 12 societies get some
good coupes every year so that the
parental organisation may in turn
allot the rich coupes to weak units
till their financiai position improves.
Many Forest Labour Co-operative
Societies try to exploit coupes on
their meagre skills and resources
and in turn are in loss. Hence, it
is necessary to arrange to bring
10 to 12 Societies under one parental
organisation so that it can solve
their interfaced problems.

(3) Attending to their problems
and issues will also help in building
up the societies from within. A
review need to be taken of the
inadequate coverage of the items
of expenditure and inadequate
expenditure allowed on admissible
items, in the light of the empirical
study ‘and  suggesiions so that
delay in settlement of accounts
will be reduced owing to dimunition
in conflicts between the Department
and the Societies. Of course, the
Department has tried to remove
some difficulties, Government has
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now increased the admissible
expenditure of a society on travelling
from Rs. 300 to 600. Govern-
men has also increased the pay of,
temporary staff like coupe agent
Mukadam and Watchman from
Rs. 125, 100 and 90 to Rs. 120,
and 105 respectively. Government
admitted expenditure on erection
of Mandav upto Rs. 100 instead of
Rs. 50. Government has arranged
tax-relief on expenditure on welfare
activities.

There is a lack of adequately trained
personnel in accounts and in
management of the societies. This
lacuna needs to be removed through

4 recruitment of trained personnel.

A

There should also be a proper
supervisory staff at the coupes.
Effective measures to minimise the
marking of bogus attendance at
works, theft of materials, illicit
cutting of trees, extravagancy in
coupe operations, false vouchers
and thumb impressions making less
payments to labour etc., need to be
taken.

(4) Effective measures should also
be taken at different departmental
levels to see that these societies
also get works other than forest
coupes.

(5) It is also necessary to make
effective the training programmes
meant for non-officials of these
societies.

(6) Members should be educated
about their rights and responsibi-
lities.

Thus, it is possible to vitalise the
movement of Forest Labourers Co-
operative Societies and strengthen
the financial position of the societies
in the near future. The recommenda-
tion of the concerned committees
in this field will be of good use to
streamline the movement. It is
high time to apply our mind towards
this end.

STATISTICS ON TRIBAL EDUCATION IN MAHARASHTRA STATE

Statement showing districtwise literacy percentage among Scheduled

District

Tribes in Maharashtra State (1971)

Percentage

Serial Persons Literate Percentage
No. of literacy of literacy of
of Scheduled Gerneral
Tribes population
1 2 3 4 5 6
India 3,80,15,162 42,96,779 11.30 29. 46
Maharashtra 29,54,249 3,46,829 11.74 39.13
1 Greater Bombay 30,016 9,821 32572 63.84
2 Thane 5,79,538 53,457 9.22 40. 65
3 Kulaba 1,13,502 6,343 5.59 35:32
4 Ratnagiri 10,066 136 1235 39.83
5 Nashik 5,61,202 67,630 12.05 36.30
6 Dhule 6,15,801 65,448 10.63 31.89
7 Jalgaon 1,25,026 20,493 16.39 45.24
8 Ahmadnagar 1,45,783 225753 15.61 36.23
9 Pune 1,08,405 18,855 17.39 44. 62
10 Satara 3,610 443 12527, 38.32
11 Sangli 2,425 619 25:22 37.48
12 Solapur 8,608 1,364 15585 33.90
13 Kolhapur 3,809 908 23.84 35.37
14 Aurargabad 32,300 2,660 8.24 28.49
15 Parbhani 42,101 5,946 14.12 24.31
16 Beed 4,394 245 5.58 14.01
17 Nanded 56,309 6,148 10.92 22.78
18 Osmanabad 2,604 144 5:53 27.88
19 Amravati 79,371 7,690 9.69 42.36
20 Yavatmal 1,97,977 33.572 16.96 31.60
21 Chandrapur 2,31,402 22,154 9.57 26.77
Statement showing tribewise literacy among Scheduled Tribes in

Name of Scheduled Tribe

All Tribes, India

All Tribes, Maharashtra

Bhil

Koli Mahadeo
Gond

Varli

Kcokna
Thakur
Kathodi
Gamit

Koli Malhar
Andh

Korku
Kolam
Dhanka
Pardhan
Kolidhor
Pardhi
Dubla
Naikda
Halba
Dhodia
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Literacy growth among Scheduled Tribes in Maharashtra State (1971)

Persons Male Female >
Literacy percentage Increase in  Literacy percentage Increase in  Literacy percentage Increase in
e iteracyi literacy literacy
1971 1961 over 1961 1971 1961 over 1961 1971 1961 over 1961
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
All Tribes o 11474 721 4.53 19.06 12.55 6.51 4.21 175! 2.46
(1) Bhil st = 9.51 6.48 3.03 15.83 11.55 4.23 3.03 1.33 0.70
(2) Koli Mahadeo 17233 10.66 6.67 28.04 17.99 10.05 6.22 3.09 3913
(3) Gond i 11.70 6.67 5.03 19.00 12.20 6.80 4.27 1.18 3.09
(4) Varli = 50 7.81 4.72 3.09 13.81 7:93 6.08 1557 1.62 (—)0.05
(5) Kokna 55214730 9.52 4.78 22.81 16.25 6557 5.47 2.75 2:92
(6) Thakur 5 i 8.48 4.37 4.11 1375 7.81 5.94 3.09 0.75 2.34
(7) Kathodi .. = 2.81 2.38 0.43 4.83 3.58 125 0.66 1315 (—) 0.49
(8) Gamit 10.59 11223 (—)0.64 17.70 19.05 (—)1.35 3.85 3.20 0.65
(9) Koli Malhar 10. 14 7.76 2.38 17575 13.84 3.91 2.76 1.22 1.54
(10) Andh ] 3935 5.55 7.80 22.61 10.69 11.92 3.87 0.30 3.57
(11) Korku B 5% 9.95 6-13 3.82 16.68 10.86 5.82 2.99 1.30 1.69
(12) Kolam 5 e 8.81 2.62 6.10 14.98 4.89 10.09 2.88 0.68 2.20 L
(13) Dhanka 18.84 11.71 7.13 28.45 20.45 8.00 8.05 2.83 5522
(14) Pardhan 21.20 13.59 7.61 31.94 23751 8.43 9.82 3.68 6.14
(15) Koli Dhor.. 25.18 13.90 11.28 36.79 21.82 14.97 12.53 5.09 7.44
(16) Pardhi 18.16 10.44 T-72 26.37 17317 9.20 9.56 3.64 5.92 “f
(17) Dubla 15.74 11.04 4.70 24.00 16.33 3.67 6.83 4.68 231
(18) Dhodia 21.94 12.40 9.54 32.96 20.28 12.68 10.63 3:75 6.88
14.15 8.91 5.24 23.11 15.66 4.77 2.18 2.59

(19) Naikda 7.45

Statistics on Land alienation and restoration of land to Scheduled Tribes persons in Maharashtra State

(upto 30th September 1979)

Maharashtra Land Revenue and Tenancy Laws (Amendment) Act, 1974 (Mah. 35 of 1974)

Division Total No. of No. of Area ordered to be restored Area actually restored
No. of cases cases pending =
registered decided cases Cases Adivasis Area Adivasis Area
1= 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
R >

Bombay 9,416 9,335 81 3,883 5,096 7,994 4,691 7,098

Aurangabad 438 446 42 185 192 532 86 27

Nagpur 35252 3,084 168 1,479 1,542 3,083 857 2,356

Pune 768 751 17 442 520 604 446 459
Total 13,924 13,616 308 5,989 7,350 11,913 6,080 10,190

Maharashtra restoration of lands to Scheduled Tribes Act, 1974 (Mah. 14 of 1975)
Total Total No. of . Area crdered to be restored Area actually restored
Division No. of cases Nc.ofcases  pending = = —————
registered decided cases Cases Adivasis Area Adivasis  Area (Hect.)
Bombay 11,633 10,409 1,224 3,637 4,624 7,668 3,384 5,601
Pune 355 350 S 205 254 337 169 201
Aurangabad 766 590 176 340 378 1,274 174 456
Nagpur 19,679 15,396 4,283 6,599 7,381 13,345 2,648 4,764
Total 32,433 26,745 5,688 10,781 12,627 22,024 6,375 11:0225 & =
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Statistics Regarding Government Ashram Schools in
Maharashtra State

Total Number of Government Ashram Schools
Number of Ashram Schools in Tribal Sub-Plan Area ..

Number of Ashram Schools in Outside Tribal Sub-Plan
Area.

Number of Hosteilers in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Boys Hostellers in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Girls Hostellers in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Hostellers in Outside Tribal Sub-Plan Area

Number of Boys Hostellers in Outside Tribal Sub-Plan
Area.

Number of Girls Hostellers in Outside Tribal Sub-Plan
Area.

Number of Day Scholars in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Boys Day Scholars in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Gi.rls Day Scholars in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Day Scholars in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Boys Day Scholars in Tribal Sub-Plan Area
Number of Girls Day Scholars in Tribal Sub-Plan Area

Number of Day Scholars and Hostellers in Outside Tribal
Sub-Plan Area.

Number of Day Scholars and Hostellers in Tribal Sub-
Plan Area.

Grand Total of Hostellers and Day Scholars in Tribal
Sub-Plan and Outside Tribal Sub-Plan Area in Govern-
ment Ashram Schools of Maharashtra State

Source.—Tribal Welfare Department (as cn 31st December 1979).
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26,432
19,948
6,484
5,221
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fadi=T qesiionsd | S FHuaT-
ST /TG geil, °I1S, 99 FATEr qT0q
AT FIATT. WA 39 g T ATaH
fSegaia e F& Srara.

afeari=n faeFer & afaa (ais-
fow) faawer g am"aaﬂﬁ GEL
i faa em“Ter CIE AR EGICES
Wﬁawﬁa@mﬁ-ﬂ%ﬁ
g FHATTET LSSl AHATT. HTIX
AT AT FeETH A T A
{17 AL GERTCHATH STEA 3T SavT-
mﬁw&a”ﬂéﬁ i fg rfereies.
ﬁmmaﬂ—aaﬁww: ‘wafeas’ HIT
fmr a2 TeifETEmest ‘TerT fm
AR mﬁmﬁ—zﬂﬁwﬁ%ﬁmw
HTEdTd

T srfaarei= £ ®er ST (9) fadrade faaman
T a1 7T, (R) wmTErEde faager
T ZEAFET FIACATHT G FIET (2) aifws fadear A areamm
feF1or @t f2t emaa - FrEwsr 3.
ZEqFAT fauinr aewr aw GELIE frear
sfeamr .. (q) dEvEsAn s den faEnm Ser. fadi=T AT
() WerwwaiE .. HTHE . AELFAL.
TS STIT.
() woar ‘femrsy e fari=m . HEIR.
(¥) ‘Fawey qaveAr FONd IAA- {SEE . ST
FATH Jid. fadi=T . |EYE.
(4) 7waz R 2.
T .. TR,
=TT . .
(2) TTATIT FTHET FTAT FTH TEEAST FZTT.
HIF BT H=T.

anfaaﬁr TEAFET  FIWATAT Tl
AT g ITo@ F@l g ATCAETT
AATTST ISV FATT. FIATA AT=AT-
qmm“m—wr-manfta FTETOTT-
sft fafagar smega A, fawrdsr
fafag zoT@Er wETOwES ATfEaTEr
FATT FTAOT. ATf=aTdY FTIFST FIA-
0 1 e I N B o A
ATAT=AT AT oo FAAT S,
FouTe g featgrea feaaia s
ZTT A9gA ATAL FEATSEAT  qUAT
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sradte e’ gy faewea w
T ATR. T AT ATFEaTH
wanaaﬁ?mwmaﬁw qrfe-
aﬁmﬁmﬁsm%awm¢ﬁmﬁﬁ
AE TSANGT TIAT- AT TR
mﬁa@mmﬁ:ﬁﬂmﬁﬁa
agraaTs fHer. e femm say,
T, qraret, s e g
T, ATTETT AT HlegT Teatar
I gz @ sl TR, sm-
tla?ﬁﬁramw == fSemma




“3&°, Rain hat of the tribals, Used throughout the State

TefaEy 7 werw faeare Ao
JedteAss  anfaamen  fHeEweT
fafae aaa ggraame faeara.

ATfEaTHI=AT gEqamT=aT Hadiq ATel
UFT F AT Feod HATLEH 2. AT
AT T STE!T'{TETS'TE\FTET‘T&’F'&TWEE
e, ifaE f“—am a’;rf“qa ST
aTfaaTET qetaen qEae qa AT
A4z Wad, a@s FEd EER (LT

JATT F WA qgae ATTEd qnr
wrﬁﬁ HTAT AT HTE. T q@aAz
FAfawTE iy gaaer faay -
HET 5 FEEATAT HE. 1 AW qral-
T 4 ¥ 3o fraw fasg Zaqm.
fstoeyT #ETETRen AAT faegq ATe-
qrd. gfwwa-mamm<w
ZAET qATT AT, HTaSATAT AT
fexdl @ma ateLara. g IR qEATK
AreuTat [Heas  Feaadie @RI J
JETT FIAT. & gEaE@T HIar AW 9F
sTEl wrg. fAmaim famir g‘run”zrr
FAA SR HET CEmEE T
T 1.

HITT AT S AT ergnm
frrefor FeaT STOTAT TELD W9 AT
T AT ATE. AT TS AT
FTfaaTET ATTaE ATEet T2, FTfaa T
TRSATET a8 1 ATl STAT AT T
T&q TSI geg aaran fag @met
AT, TATAT Al SAGTA AT st

g, Al 2t TR Fafaiaa

Feqas sTfeaTt srwfod g @g q

m @reaT  RArE gﬁ'«ﬁm
ToE B WY, T & AT GfeTH

FTOGTE THTL BId ARl e AT A
Hifgamai=T EETFAT st e
JRTEAAT 5 FfaT AFGEl fAavor At
Y, FBEB AT gra méa: TTETST
HETISRTT STfET FaEd HTCEHT qEdT
IATTELTAT TS eﬂ?'
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72. List of villages having 50 percent concentration

- H i le outside the Tribal Sub-Plan Area
i studies and research el tuibal pecple quisid
L st Of u and outside the Additional Tribal Sub-Plan Area.
Pro_lec'ts CompletEd and 73. Statistics on Tribal Education (1980)
,‘n progress 74. Manual of training (1980)
75. wWETETdE STfEarEl, @tF  grETeE w9 sArfor
63. Evaluation of Ashram School Complex (1977) *m FIAT. gl
A case study of Kinwat tahsil of Nanded district: (Modified report under printing) (1980)-
64. Evaluation report of the scheme of electric pumps 76. WEIIGZ TSATA® qq(GUAF qIHal F JIAATL
(1977) A case study of Kinwat tahsil. (Under Printing) (1980)
65. Health conditions of the tribals in Maharashtra 77.  Pamphlet on Tribal Museum (1980)

(1978)

66. Special schemes and projects for the development
of primitive scheduled tribes (1978)

78. Socio-economic profiles of the Scheduled Tribes
in Maharashtra (1980)

67. Ashram School locations survey for the year 1977- 79. Compendium of orders and directions issued by

< 78(1978) Government in respect of Scheduled Tribes. (1980)

68. The Forest Labourers Co-operative Societies in 80. Universal Bench Mark Survey (Field work of
Maharashtra and Gujrat : Their significance in villages and hamlets completed) (1980)

tribal development. (1979)

69. Ashram School locations survey for the year
1978-79 (1979) 1. Ashram School locations survey for the year

70. Fairs and Festivals in Tribal Sub-Plan Areas (1979) 1979-80 (1930)

71.  Status of the land ownership of the tribal people & Soglc;l-econ(?miﬁ .lurv_eyl\?lfhselec;ed Vimukta Jatis
and how far the legal and actual position merge : el Loy S

Studies in progress—

various steps taken to protect their interests and 3. ATAHIATET THE ATTAT : HEARTT.
the present policy about alienation and allotment 4. Evaluation of the scheme of Dairy Development
of land. (1979) Project, Dabchari, Thane district.

*The reports from Nos. (1) to (22) have been printed in March, 1979 issue éndil:loé. (23) to (62) in thé September 1979 issue

Traditional painting of
Warli tribe,
representing

Marriage chowk.
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Tribal Research and Training Institute
Maharashtra State, Pune 411 001

Tribal Research Bulletin is a Bi-Annual
Bulletin published in March and Septem-
ber. Contributors can contribute articles
pertaining to Tribal Research.

Guidelines for contributors

The normal length of an article should be
between 1,500 and 3,000 words.

The manuscripts to be published in this
Bulletin should be typewritten in double
space on one side of the paper and care-
fully corrected for any typing errors. The
matter should be organised under suitable
headings.

Manuscripts are not returned.

The Editor is not responsible for the
views expressed by the writers in this
Bulletin.

Twenty off prints with a copy of the
Bulletin are supplied free of charge to
the contributor.

All correspondence should be addresssd
to the Editor, Tribal Research Bulletin,
Tribal Research and Training Institute,
28, Queen’s Garden, Pune 411 001.

“ Biri ” : Musical Instrument of Bhils.

“Bhavada Mask> of Roknas of Nasik
District, Representing God Hanuman.




