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ResoLutioN.—The main function of the Tribal
Research and Training Institute, Pune is to impart
training conducting suitable training programmes for the
officials and non-officials working in the field of tribal
development is an eminent role of the Institute. The
training programmes conducted by the Institute plays a
vital role in creating the awareness among the tribal
people and also making the Tribal Sub-Plan machinery
well equipped. At present following training pro-
grammes are conducted by tae Institute :—

(1) Tribal Youth Training Programme.

(2) Administrative Training for officers and officials
working in Tribal Development Corporation.

(3) Training Programme for forest personnel.
(4) Training Programme for Extension Officers.

(5) Training Programmes for officebearers of

Adivasi Co-operative Societies.
(6) Training Programme for Balwadi Teachers.

(7) Training Programme for Head Masters,
Superintendents and teachers working in Ashram
Schools.

2. The above programmes except at Serial Nos. (1)
and (2) are undertaken by the Institute on its own. For
those at Serial Nos. (1) and (2) every year the Institute
approaches Governmeat for approval and financial
sanction.

3. To have consistency while preparing the calender
of training programmes for the entire year, the question
of according administrative approval to above two |
training programmes was under consideration of
Government. Government is now pleased to grant

administrative approval to the following two fraining 3

programmes :—
(1) Tribal Youth Training Programme.

(2) Administrative training for officers and officials
working in Tribal Development Corporation.

The expenditure on this account should be debited
to the head of account *° 288-Social Security and
Welfare-C-Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Trites-M-Welfare of Scheduled Tribes , and should
be restricted to the plan ceiling of the Tribal Research

and Training Institute. v

The resolution issues with the concurrence of the

Planning Department/Finance Department vide Finance _
Refereace No. 1900/EXP-11, *

Department un-official
dated 10th November 1981.

By order and in the name of the Governor of
Maharashtra,

Sd. (N. RAMARAO),

Deputy Secretary to Government. g




EDITORIAL

The Tribal Research Bulletin is devoted to provide objective
reading material based on first hand field research and
observation on various aspects of tribal life. Articles
covering tribal life, culture and their problems as well as
developmental activities going on in tribal areas and its
impact are invited from social scientists and persons having
deep involvement in tribal matters. It is a bi-annual
publication, first of its kind in Maharashtra. =

We have great pleasure in bringing out the sixth issue of
the Bulletin. Besides articles, special news item, Statistics
on Primary and Secondary schools in Tribal Sub-Plan
Area, recruitment of the backward classes in Government
Services and a brief information of few social workers
working in the tribal areas of this State, and important
Government Resolutions have been given. We hope that
the material given will be very useful to the general readers,
Government administrators and executives and to the
scholars too. The Bulletin is playing an important role
in diffusing information on tribal development.

It is hoped that the papers presented in this volume will
enable further and deeper examination of the problems
and issues concerning tribal communities. The issue may
help in planning and implementation of the relevant
programmes for the tribal communities. The views
expressed in the paper are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Government.

G. M. GARE
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Mabarashtra

Dr. G. M. GARE

Director, T. R. & T. I. Pune

Health aﬁd Clcmz_'ﬁcatzbn of Diseases of the Tribals in

HE tribals suffer from many
chronic diseases, the most
prevalent of which are water-borne.
The drinking water supply in
many of the tribal areas is
very poor. In the hilly regions of
Maharashtra, especially in Nashik,
Pune, Dhule, Thane and Chandra-
/pur people have to go down the
hills to get the water. Even when
water is available it is often dirty and
~contaminated. Consequently, the
tribals are easily susceptible to
intestinal and skin diseases. Incidence
of Diarrhoea, Dysentry, Cholera,
Gineaworm is not uncommon.
Tuberculosis which is intensified
by nutritional deficiency so common
among the tribals, is found in the
hilly and forest areas. The tribals
have not yet developed an immunity
and when they come in contact with
new diseases they fall an easy prey
to them. The incidence of respira-
*tory diseases seem to be more for
that reason. Seabies, ring-worm,
small-pox, anaemia, veneral diseases
Are also common in tribal people.

2 It is generally believed that the
tribals are adverseto modern medical
treatment and that they take to
superstitious cures and Bhagat’s
magic formula. The situation in;
this behalf is more alarming in
primitive and more backward tribes
like the Madia Gonds of Bhamragad.
‘Warlis of Talasari and Katkaris. at
Kulaba District. The present
economic condition also does not
ypermit  the tribals to  have
the nutritious = and sufficient

TABLE 1

Digeasewise distribution of patients treated during the first fortnight of
February 1977 at Dharni Primary Health Centre,

(District Amravati)

Serial Broad classification of

No. of patients treated

No. diseases Males  Females Children Total  Percentage
1 ! 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Skin diseases = 15 5 16 36 8.8
2 Gastro intestinal diseases 2 = 11 13 3.2
3 Respiratory diseases 53 42 43 138 34.0

“4 Worm infections 1 6 7 1.6
5 Injuries and wounds 25 2 = £ 0.5
6 Fevers = ki 3 8 5 16 3.9
7 Others 89 - 3=y 69 195 48.00

Total 162 95 150 407 - 100.0
Percentage 39.8 23.3 36.9 100.0
TABLE II

Diseasewise distribution of patients treated during the second Jortnight
of January 1977 at Kasa Primary Health Centre

(District Thane)

Serial Broad classification of

No. of patients treated

No.  diseases Males  Females Children  Total Percentage
tiaa 2 3 - 4 5 6 7
1 - Skin diseases 2 3 6 13 22 7.5
2 Gastro intestinal diseases. 14 8 23 45 15.5
3 - Respiratory diseases 18 9 15 42 14.4
4 Worm infections 2 AT 9 11 3.8
5 Injuries and wounds 7 2 < i3 4.5
6 Fevers 15 4 14 33 11.3
7 ' Others 45+ 42 38 125 43.0

Total .. 104 71 116 . 291  100.00
Percentage .. 35.7 24.4 399 100.00

:

[ Contd : on p. 8



Nutritional Status of Tribes in the

Indravati River Basin

A. P. GORE, SHOBHA TILVE AND MADHAV KULKARNI
Maharashira Association for Cultivation of Science, Pune

THE present  communication

reports findings of an exploratory
survey conducted among tribals of
Kalchandi and Koraput districts of
Orissa, Bastar district of Madhya
Pradesh and Chandrapur district of
Maharashtra. The study was under-
taken as a part of a trekking expedi-
tion organised by Lok Biradari, a
Welfare Organisation devoted to the
cause of tribals and the River Valley
Expedition and Research Society
of India. Objective of the study
was to investigate existing pattern
of diet, nutrient intake and health.
The work was confined to the villages
situated on the banks of the river
Indravati.

Materials and Methods

During a typical day’s trek of 10
to 12 miles, 2 villages were. visited
that is, one village every 5 to 6 miles.
To begin with villagers were offered
medication for common diseases
such as maleria through the two
paramedical workers in the group.
This was followed by token presents
such as bidies. This usually broke

ice. One or two co-operative families
were then interviewed with reference
to a prepared schedule Height,
weight and arm circumference of
co-operative children were measured.
Protein and calorie intakes were
computed using standard tables.
The data were compared with
findings of another survey confined
to a part of Bastar. Anthropometric

measurements of village children
were compared with ICMR standard
and also with similar measurements
on tribal students residing in Govern-
ment hostels in cities.

General observations

The major tribes living in the
area under study are —Pike, Praja
or Kond, Muria, Madia, Bhatra,
Gond, Halba etc. A typical village
consists of about 25 mudwalled
thatched houses with 3 or 4 rooms.
The houses and surroundings are
generally very clean ; decorated walls
and artistically carved doors are
common. However, arrangement
for ventilation is very poor. Kitchen
is the last room and quite dark.
Smoking is very common among
men and the habit can be found in
children barely 7 or 8 years of age.
Consumption of spirits is common in
both sexes. Any important occasion
necessarily calls for a liquor purchase
(or distillation). Mahua and Sulphi
are the common liquors and landa
is (rice wine) for festive occasions.

The main occupation is cultivation,
cither shifting or settled. In the
latter case, land holdings are usually
very small (below 5 acres). Major
crops are cereals like mandia, kosra
and rice, pulses like kandul, kolta,
kutting and oil seeds like falsi.
Gathering of minor forest produce
is common. Thus tamarind, mahua,
silk cocoons, gums etc. are gathered
and sold for cash. Mahua is

perhaps the most important single
tree for the tribal since it provides

food, edible oil as well as liquor.

Hunting with bows and arrows is
occasional. Among the domestic
animals are cows, bullocks, goats
and fowl.

Dietary Pattern

Main constitutents of tribal diet
are the two cereals-mandia and rice.
Mandia is prepared in the form of
pej (porridge). Only better off
families can afford to eat rice every
day. Pulses are consumed only
occasionally. On festive days, the
menu may include meat, fish, sugared
rice, fried vegetables etc. Eggs are
generally not eaten but left for
hatching. Farm produce often -
suffices for more than half an
year. Roots and tubors of various
sorts were mentioned in interviews,”
as supplementary foods, but only on
specific questioning. In any case,
they are seasonal and their quant-
tive share in the total nutrient intake
appears to be small. Milk is a rare
food item and cows are not milked
as a routine. Children are breast-
fed for about a year, after which
they switch to mandia pej and rice.
Orphans are offered cow or goat
milk if possible. But in very poor
families they are more likely to,
starve and die. Wet nurses were
never mentioned in any of our
interviews. Pregnant women oI
lactating mothers are generally not
given any special food. In general
diet pattern reflects the fact that

" tribals are in extremely poor com-

munity, so poor indeed that rarely
can one afford a woolen blanket in
an area where temperature can be
aslowas 10°C.

The average calorie and protein
intakes per nutritional unit were
found to be 1,665 kilo calories and
36.01 grams of protein. For com-
parison, we may note the corres<
ponding values of 1365 kilo calories



and 44.7 grams of protein computed
from a survey of about 50 tribal
families in Abuzhmar area of Bastar.

+In this survey, dietary intakes appear
to have been recorded by weighment
method. Kosra, the staple food
in Abuzhmar has a greater protein
content than rice or mandia. This
might explain the better protein
intake. However, the two surveys
appear to be in agreement about
calories deficiency in tribal diets.
As a matter of fact, when intake of
each family was examined for,
calories and protein adequacy, it
was found that in either survey all
the protein deficient families were
necessarily calorie deficient. There
was not a single family which was
/protein deficient but not caloric
deficient. This is in agreement with
findings reported elsewhere.

-

Table 1 describes the diet patterns
observed. Note that variety of food
items in the Abuzhmar survey is
larger than in the Indravati survey.
This may perhaps be attributable
to the fact that the latter was
conducted by interview method
entirely.

TABLE 1 (A)

Average daily intake of food
{tems (per nutrition unit)

-
Indravati Basin Survey
- Con- Calo- Pro-
Food Item  sump- ries teins
tion (Gm)
(Gm)
Rice ..o 147 507 10.0
Mandia .. 338 1,109 24.67
Pulses 5 6 22 1.34
Qil = 3 27
Total 1,665 36.1

¥ Based on 75 nutritional units.

TABLE 1(b)
Average daily intake of food
items (per adult)
Abuzhmar Survey
Con- Calo- Pro-
Food Item sump- ries teins
tion (Gm)
(Gm)
Rice st 160 552. 10.88
Kosra .. 420 696 - 25.50
Pulses o 9 30 2.01
Mandia o 11 36 0.80
Fish (dry) .. 8 23 4.94
Others* e 47 48 0.56
Total .. 1,385 1,385 44.69

*others include Sulphi, Mahua,
Banana, Mango and potato.

Itis of interest to compute the
intake of various amino acids and
compare it with standard require-
ments. Table 2 gives the average
intake of all essential amino acids
per nutritional unit. Computations
for each family are not included for
brevity.

Health and Growth

Dietary deficiencies are generally
expected to reflect directly in the
health status. It is of interest
therefore to examine the morbidity

~ pattern among tribals. We

shall
quote some findings of the report
of a recent general health survey of
nearly 4,000 tribals. The authors
state that only 23 per cent of the
population was found to be in good
health while 3 per cent were in poor
or very poor state of health. 17
per cent had dental diseases (mainly
due to poor personal hygiene),
11 percent were anaemic, 5 per cent
suffered from nutritional deficiencies
(mainly of the A, D and B complex
group.) The authors come to the
conclusion that * There are reasons
to believe that population of madias
is decreasing because of morbid
conditions due to malaria, mal-
nutrition and anaemia ”. Clearly
there are no protein deficiency
diseases to be found. It might be
felt that mere absence of protein
deficiency diseases need not be taken
as a confirmation of the protein
adequacy of the diets, as there might
be some unknown adaptive mec-
hanism at work. However, the
authors of this report informed
us in discussions that they indeed
encountered a case of kwashiorkor.

Let usnow consider table 3 which
summarises our findings on the
growth status of village children.
1t will be noted that around 40 per
cent of the children were under-
weight while practically no one was
below the critical limit for height.

TABLE 2 :
Average daily intake of essential amino acids in grams per nutritional unit

Lys Trp  Phe

Net Thr Leu Ile Val
Cys

A .. 1.34 054 1.4
B .. 180 o041 2.9
C .. 0.80 0.25 1.10

1797 1.36 53763 4 2.1~ 557
1375, 12905 45T 2.60--2.75
1.10 0.5 1.10 0.70 0.80

‘A=Indravati Basin Survey

B=Abuzhmar Survey
C=Requirements

Source=Who Technical Report Series No, 522 (1973)

5




This confirms that diets are energy
deficient. In contrast, the tribal
students living in government
financed hostels  were well fed
{average calorie 2200 and average
protein 59 gms) and naturally had
attained satisfactory weights in most
cases (10 out of 12) while in all
cases height was normral.

TABLE 3

Compan‘son of observed weights
and heights of ‘tribal children with
ICMR* Standards.

Observed value Weight  Height
Expressed as  (frequency) (frequency)
per cent of
expected
Below 80 =S 20 1
80-100 25 41
above 100 i 1hES 14
56 56
$ICMR Technical Report Series

No. 18 (1972).

Difficulties in the measmement of

n utrient intake.

There are three well known
methods of measuring  nutrient
intake. (i) Questionnaire (24 hour
recall) method for assessing indi-
vidual intake of cooked . food,
(i) Questionnaire (one week recall)
method for assessing of family
consumption of uncooked for and
(#ii) weighment method.  Of course

it is well known that recall methods -

are inefficient for precise measure-
ment of intake.
accepted that they are useful for
identification of qualitative dietary
pattern. In case of families which
buy their food in weekly markets;
recall methods may lead to
reasonable quantitative estimates
to some extent. In our study, it was

Generally, it is-

found that recall methods are even
less usefull for assessment  of
nutrient intake of tribals. To begin
with there is the language barrier.
Interpreters do not always succeed in
conveying the precise meaning of
technical questions. Further it is
not always easy to motivate the
subjects properly and alleviate
suspicion. In fact, in some cases
the whole village may be deserted
even at the sight of the survey team
approaching. Even when answers to
questions are forthcoming, they are
rarely precise enough. In case of
children it is difficult to elicit even
the names of food items consumed.
An interviewer has to be wary of
suggesting names as the subject may
consent readily, relieved of the need
to make an ascertain. Considering
these difficulties, it appears preferable
to stick to very few villages and
conduct the diet survey by weigh-
ment method only. But even the
weighment method may not reveal
the nature of seasonal variation in
the diet unless the survey is repeated
in various seasons. This will
inevitably increase the cost of the
study. However, no short cut seem
possible.

Tribal medicine _

In view of its implications on
health, attempt was made to assess
the extent of popularity of indigenous
medicine among tribals. There is a
widespread belief that tribals have
considerable knowledge of medicinal
herbs and that this traditional
empirical medicine is quite effective.
1t is of course true that some herbs
are medically useful. Thus, the
creeper Patalgarud has been exten-
sively exploited as a source of a drug
for hypertension. However, the
knowledge of medicinal herbs can

hardly be described as widespread

among tribals. ¢ Invariably the res-
ponse to our questions was that only
the medicine man, variously called
Siraha, Gunia, Pujari etc. (perhapsy
one in ten villages) might know: bout
these things. ‘We were repeatedly
told 'by .doctors, . public health

‘workers and other knowedgeable in

tribal affairs about three things.
Firstly, tribal know an effective
contraceptive. The fact that among
Murias unmarried boys and girls

‘are allowed to cohabit rather freely

and still conceptions are rare is
offered as a crimumstancial evidence.
Secondly it is believed that a cure
for bone fractures and certain anti-
venoms for snake or scorpion bite
are also known. The difficulty in:
verifying these is the lack of co™\
operation by the medicine men.
Often there is a belief that imparting
such knowledge to strangers< -
decreases the effectiveniess of the
cures. On the whole, we conjecture
that impact of herbal medicine on
tribal health status is marginal.
These findings have been corrobo-
rated by the report of Kath.al and
M oghe. :

Smmnary

Tribal diets are found to be defi-
cient in calories but not in essential
amino acids. Confirmation is founds
in the anthropometric measurements
as well as morbidity patterns. It is
suggested that only weighment
method can give reasonably accurafg
values of dietary intakes in tribals.
Recall method is not effective even
to identify the different items in diet.
It is found that traditional medicine
does not play an important role in
the life of tribals. Results of two
other surveys corroborating these
findings are discussed.

O oo
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Obstetrical Practices Among the Bhotia T ribals

RAJIV. RANJAN PRASAD & ANUP K. KAPOOR

Department of Anthropology,

University of Delhi,

Delhi 110 007

Generally speaking, tribal socie-

ties are simple societies. Most
tribal communitites lead a life
isolated from the main currents of
the advanced societies and, hence,
also remain deprived of the modern
medical services. But diseases occur
in all societies, irrespective of the
level of its societal developmient,
and each society miakes certain
sprovisions for understanding the
occurrence of illness and for coping
with it. The therapeutical practices
+of a society are the set of beliefs
regarding the ways in which illness

can be cured and prevented. In the:

recent times the study of such
beliefs and practices which govern
the therapeutic practices of a society,
specially of the tribal societies, has
acquired significant dimension for
understanding the different facets
of ethno-medical practices.

During the course of our recent
anthropological study among the
+Bhotia tribals of Central Himalayas,
we could gather some very interes-
ting data on the obstetrical practices
in the Bhotia society. In what
Follows and attempt is made to
discuss the obstetrical practices in
the Bhotia society pertaining to
acute labour pain checking profuse
bleeding after the child-birth, stimula-
ting lactic glands in the parturiting
mother for the production of milk, eic.

There have been many instances
in the high hills where woman have
been raped by the ° Himalayan’
* Bear’. As a result the sight of a
bear, in the several parts of these

*Himalayan areas, is very much

dreaded by the Himalayan Women -
folk. Bhotias, the inhabitants of
border-land in U. P., are no exception
to such happenings. When the male
Bhotias kill a bear during their
hunting expeditions, they cut out
the penis of the killed bear and
preserve it after drying it. The
genital of the male bear which
becomies stiff and black after drying
is known as ‘NABH’ of RICHH-
LINGA’. This ‘Nabh’ is used by
the Bhotias to relieve the Bhotia
women from the severe labour-pain
and for the painless delivery of the
child.

What Bhotias actually do to
relieve the expectant mother from
the traumas and . exeruciation of
labour-pain that they ask the bro-
ther-in-law of the lady, who should
be generally of a minor age, to go
into the maternity room with the
‘Nabk’ is his fist. The minor boy
is instructed to show the lady,
crying with labour-pain, only the
tip of the ‘Nabh’, and ask the
following query:

“MAIBIYAUN YA TUM BIYAO”
(Who will deliver the child—you or
nie).

The expectant. miother, at this
query, after seeing the tip. of the
‘Nabh’ is supposed to say :

“MAI BIYAUN”

(I shall deliver the child). _

By doing this, the Bhotias believe,
the pregnant lady gives birth to a
child without pain. The Bhotias
attribute'a very convincing symbolic

7

her from such complain.

meaning to this practice. They hold
the idea that the slight of a *Nabh’
causes great excitement and pro-
found fearfulness to the pregnant
lady who thereby forgets her own
traumas and exeruciation due to
the severe labour-pain, and, thus,
the child is delivered by her without
the notice to the actual pains
involved in this physiological pro-
cess. It is also believed by the
Bhotias that it is only enough to
show the tip of the male bear’s
genital for this purpose, because
if the full size ‘Nabh’ is shown to
the pregnant lady at the time of her
labour-pain, the child would come
out alongwith the intestine for this
cause intense excitement.

Sometimes the Bhotia wonien
are also given a gentle abdominal
massage and tea brewed from the
‘BODPA’ leaves, found in Tibet, to
effect easy delivery of the child.
Bhotias say that the ‘Bodpa’ tea
warms up the lady which helps her
in effortless delivery of the child.
If the Bhotia lady feels suffocation
and giddiness at the time of labour-
pain, then hot ghee (pure) is applied
on her head, in between the parted
hair known as ‘MAANG’ to relieve
Smularly,
to check profuse bleeding after the
child-birth, the mother is given good
amount of pure ghee to eat and
drink tea brewed from the herb
‘ATISH’ (Acconitum Hetrofilum)
and KUTKI’ (Picrorrhiza Kurrooa).

The Bhotias also use a very simple
and unhygenic Method to expel the,
placenta, locally known as ‘PHALI’




from the mother’s womb after

child-birth, if it is not expelled in
natural course. For this purpose,
the Bhotias use a strong thread,
the two ends of which are tied with
the placenta and the mother’s thigh.
The thread is tied in such a manner
that it may cause jerk or movement
in the placenta with even the sligh-
test movement of the leg and body
and thus, when the lady makes
even normal movement while lying
on the bed, the placenta receives
downward strokes which cause its
gradual expulsion from the womb
of the newborn’s mother.

In many a cases it has been found
that milk does not immediately
comes out from the breast of a
lady subsequent to attaining mother-
hood. There may be many modern

[ Health and Classification of Diseases

diet and in the circumstances they
have to live half-starved many times.
Moreover, inadequate facility of
clean drinking water can be added
to it.

The common diseases found in the
tribal people are reflected in follow-
ing Tables :(—

3. It is seen from the Tables that
respiratory diseases are found very
high in the tribals. Semi-starvation
condition or inferior diet and with
unhygienic conditions do result in
contacting these diseases. The tribals
having both these factors in greater
‘percentage and therefore the inci-
dence of T. B. among tribals is
found more. The T. B. patients in
tribals do not avoid the close
contacts of their family members and
as such others are also affected by
this diseases.

4, The incidence of skin diseases is
also a major item in tribals area and
they are found prevalent on a larger
scale and more particularly among
the small children and aged persons.
the tribals do not get their children

medicines to set in lactation, but
the Bhotias adopt a very simple
method for it. They give “Ajawain
Ka Saag” (spinach of Ajawain) in
excess to eat to such a mother and
their experiences say that results
have been mostly been positive.

Among the Jaad Bhotias of Uttar
kash District, there is a very common
practice of tying a 6" width’s cloth
round the waist of a pregnant lady.
With the advancement of the
pregnancy the level of this cloth
goes on descending from the waist
towards the genitals. It is believed
by the Jaad Bhotias that such a
measure has threefold advantages :

(i) the belly of the pregnant
lady does not bulge out in an
abnoxious fashion ;

(i) the position of the embryo or

the baby growing inside the
mother’s womb does not get
inverted and ;

(iii) causes on easy and painlesg
delivery of the child.

The foregoing reflections on the
obstetrical practices among  the
Bhotia tribals might arouse many
scientific and logical queries for
those who consider them.as savage
and unscientific methods. Neverthe-
less, such practices have become
established on the basis of their
apparent success in practical experi-
ence, in many cases among the
Bhotias. And, thus, they merit for
their consideration on a scientfic
frame to unravel the truth and/or
fallacies behind them, before they
permeate into obstetrical practices
of other cultures, B EHE

contd. fromp.3 1

TABLE III

Diseasewise distribution of patients treated during the second fortnight
of February 1977 at Primary Health Centre, Etapalli
(District Chandrapur)

Serial Broad classification of

No. of patients treated

No. diseases Males  Females Children Total Percentage
1 2 3 4 3 6 7
1 Skin diseases . 4 = 4 8 2.4
2 Gastro intestinal diseases. 4 4 20 28 8.3
3 Respiratory diseases .. 24 18 31 73 21.7
4 Worm infections o s S 5 Tk
5 Injuries and wounds .. 13 8 6 27 8.0
6 Fevers including maleria, 17 9 7 33 9.8
Fileria and Influenza. e

7 Others o0 80 55 33 168 49.8

Total .. 142 94 101 337 100.00

Percentage 42.1 27.9 30.0 100.00
vaccinated after intervals. Use of 6. Commondiseases arising mostly

inadequate water for washing clothes,
bathing and other uncleanliness etc.
are some of the reasons of skin
diseases.

5. The thrid category of major
diseases in the tribal area is gastro
intestinal diseases, fevers including
Maleria, Fileria and Influenza etc.

through exposure, bad hygiene, un-
satisfactory housing, under-nourish-
ment, malnutrition, insufficient and
unhygiene water supply (availability)
etc. will have to be treated urgently.
Lack of availability of water would
be one of the causes for poor hygiene

and health, B



. Studies on Ethno-botany of
- Mabarashtra and Goa

Dr. V. D. VARTAK

Maharashtra Association for the Cultivation of Science, Pune

Introduction

Ethnobotany is a branch of eco-
nomic botany, a section of which
deals with role of plants in the life
and culture of mankind. A number
of tribal communities live in remote
,and inaccessible areas of our
country, far away from modern
civilization. Besides hunting, they

. mostly rely on plants for their basic

‘needs like food, shelter and other
essential amenities and they are
able to sustain life in the absence of
conventional agriculture.

The pattern of their livelihood has
not changed since times immemorial.
Kosambi (1962) rightly suggested that
the reason for this lies in the availa-
bility of uncultivated food. In the
dense forest areas, nature is so kind
that for thousands of years it has been
o possible for these tribals to live in
comparative ease simply by hunting
and food gathering. Not only abun-
~ dant fish and game but also a variety
~of other natural products provided
them a balanced diet. They include
fruits, nuts, berries, leafy vegetables,
tubers (such as yams), mushrooms
and honey. Over 50 such material
for shelter, fabrics, medicine and
other necessities for survival were
found in the surrounding nature.
Ethnobotany has. now become
a well-recognised subject in the
European and North American
Universities. Several explorative
 tours are regularly conducted into
the remotest areas of the world to

acquire knowledge about the wild
plants used by the aborigines. In
India, however, not many efforts
have been made to develop ethno-
botanical studies in our universities
and reaserch institutions despite the
fact that aborigines exist in millions
in our country. Occasional reference
to useful plants in District Gazet-
teers and Provincial Floras are
available, but no systematic efforts
have been made to make a critical
study on these aspects. Except for
few scattered articles published on
ethnobotany, (Grigson 1949 ; Elwin,
1950 ; Jain 1961, 1963 a and b,
1965 ; Kosambi 1962, 1967 ; Gadgil
and Vartak 1975, 1976 ; Vartak and
Gadgil, 1973 ; Datar and Vartak
1975, 1959 a and b, 1973) there are
very few references to Indian
Ethnobotany in general and that of
Western Ghats in particular.

With the rapid intrusion of modern
civilisation into these remote areas,
ancient tribal traditions, culture and
gay life of nomadic folks seem to be
on the verge of extinction. Due to
construction of new roads through
jungle areas, indiscriminate cutting
of the forest blocks, acquiring forest
lands for agriculture and the popula-
tion explosion of the neighbouring
rural and affluent urban areas, the
tribal inhabitants have started dis-
carding their traditional habits and
getting themselves employed as
labourers on daily wages in various
development projects like road con-
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struction or on stone crushing sites.
There is an urgent need for under-
taking extensive studies on their
nomadic life and to prevent extinc-
tion of the tribals and their culture
through the aggressive interpene-
tration of modern civilization. There
is every possibility that valuable data
on ethnobotany will be lost in the
near future. It should be for this
reason alone, that special efforts
have to be made to procure informa-
tion about the use of plants in the
life and culture of the tribal
people. :

This branch of botany is a recently
developed one and came to promi-
nence during the second world war
when substitutes for essential com-
modities were urgently needed.

Fighting troops were given special
training in the art of using available
wild plants to sustain their lives and
keep them battle-fit. Several botanists -
were then employed in acquiring the
knowledge of useful plants from
aborigines of the relevant areas. The
data collected by army veterans
were however not made available
to institutions engaged in similar
work.

Scope of work

There are more than 200 tribes of
aborigines exceeding 30 million in
population. They dwell in remote
forest areas of the country. Each
tribe has its own traditional culture
and conventions preserved from
time immemnorial. Their life appears
to be in harmony with the surround-
ing nature.

After independance, lot of impor-
tance has been given to efforts for
improving of the living conditions
of backward classes, scheduled
tribes and aborigines. It is empha-
sized that while imparting know-
ledge of modern technology, it does
not interfere with their original




culture and heritage. With the help
of modern technology, local natural
resources must be used in the best
possible way to create cottage and
small scale industries as also employ-
ment opportunities which will lead
them to a better living in the remjote
areas.

For identifying natural local re-
sources in general and plant wealth
in particular, the services of an in-
dependent botanist interest in field
work would play an important role.
In Maharashtra alone there are
47 tribes showing great diversity
in culture, traditions, customs and
medicinal and food habits. Besides
preserving their heritage and culture,
if we would systematically screen
out plant wealth used by them, we
will be able to unearth a number of
plants previously unknown for their
miraculous uses, such as Rauwolfia,
strychnos,  Dioscoria, etc. More
importance should be given to the
role of wild plants and cultivated
local plants in the culture and wel-
fare of the aborigines. The studies
having ethnobotanical consideration
may be summarised as follow —

(1) Wild Food Plants—The total
agricultural food produce of any
tribal area is hardly enough for few
months to maintain their families.
Tribal communities of the area make
up their deficiency in food stock by
supplementing it with wild edible
plants in their daily diet. They are
well acquainted with the useful
plants from the surrounding forests
and know what to eat and how to

_separate harmful substances from the

edible part of the plant. About (150)
species of wild plants are recorded
as edible and further critical study
is in progress.

(2) Medicinal Plants.—Till today
traditional system of medicine and
modern medicine have followed
different paths in dealing with human
ailments. Leaving aside several

drawbacks in the traditional medi-
cines, they include” a number of
Ayurvedic preparations made from
wild plants which produce better
results in- improving the health.
Some of the wild medicinal plants
used by the Ayurvedic practitioners
have by their performance secured
for themselves important place in
modern medicine. Examples of such
plants are Rauwolfia, Nardostachys,
Strychnos etc. There are many more
plants which have curative proper-
ties not yet seriously tried. Botanists
could help in procuring genuine
medicinal plant material and suggest
methods to expand their cultivation.
Studies on some selected medicinal
plants are in progress.

(3) Material for House Construc-
tion.—Various wild plants are used
for the construction of dwelling
places or huts by the tribal folks.
Roofs of the huts are usually
thatched with the long leaves of
Shindi (Phoenix sylvestris Roxb.)
Bherli mud (Caryota urens L.), or
the grass like Khusa (Eragrostis
cunosuroides "Beauv.), Chone etc.
Hardwood poles of Kinjal (Termi-
nalis paniculata Roth) or Asana
(Bridelia squamosa Gehrm.) are used
as supporting pillars and the sup-
porting horizontal beams are made
from wild mango tree or Gular
(Fiscus recemosa L.). Partition walls
are usually made from long sticks
of Karay (Carvia Callosa Brem. L.),
Nirgudi (Vitex negundo L.) which
are later on strengthened with a
plaster of mud or cattle dung. There
are a number of plants species used
for constructing huts and shades and
their selection is mainly based on
their availability in the neighbouring
jungles.

The house premises are usually
surrounded by an impenetrable
fence of some shrubby plants armed
with hard spines or hooked prickles
and the following deserve special
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mention—Sher (Euphorbia tirucalli
L.), Mogali Erand (Jatropho cutcusL
Sagargota (Caesalp;n;a crista L.),
Shembati(Acacia pennata Willd.)etc.

(4) Implements— Some  of the
common household implements
used by the tribal folks are made
from plants. They are (i) Kanguri-
a circular basket or bamboo mate-
rial used for storing foodgrains,
(ii) Supa : A small flat plate with
raise edge made from bamboo,
material used for shifting of food-
grains., (#i) Shinka Hanging
basket made from tough fibre of
wild climbers used for preserving
tubers, bulbs, cucurbita type of
fruits. Various plants are used for -
making nets, whips etc. Different
species of required hardness are used
for making agricultural implements

like plough, hoe tiller, seed drill etc. =

Musical instruments like drum, fifes
are also made from wood and
bamboos. There are many more
household articles made from wild
plants which require careful and
critical study.

(5) Poison.  Preparations.—It is
a routine practice to use poisonous
latex or plant extract for smearing
arrow heads while hunting in remote
areas. A conversation in confidence
with these pzople reveals that there .
are many varieties of plants having
poisonous properties and that they
will soon become extinct due to
indiscriminate cutting of the forest -
areas. Sincere efforts should be made
to save these important and useful
plants from their total extinction.

The plants currently in use to poison
arrow heads are Danti (Baliosper-
mum montanum Muell)), Kadvi
epigaeus C. B.
Clarke), Dudhala (Sapinum insigne
Trim) etc. :

Some of those poisonous plants are
also used in fishing in stagnant lakes
and rivers. The preparation from .

(contd. on p. 23)
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-+ Tribal Develpoment

Dr. P. R. SIRSALKAR

Emluatz’on ofAmem Schools in Mabarashtra State+

Chief Research Officer, Tribal Research and Training Institute, Maharashtra State, Pune

Introduction

he Tribal Research and Training
Institute, Maharashtra State,
Pune, completed ‘““Evaluation Study
of Ashram Schools in Maharashtra
State” in the year 1980-81. For
the collection of data a detailed
questionnaire was sent to (329)
_Ashram Schools, managed by the
7Government (Tribal Welfare Depart-
ment), Voluntary Agencies and
Maharashtra State Co-operative
Corporation.
Out of these (329) Ashram Schools,
(134) Ashram Schools responded to
the questionnaire and sent the
detailed information. (68) Govern-
ment Ashram Schools, (20) Ashram
Schools managed by Tribal Develop-
ment Corporation and (46) Ashram
Schools run by Voluntary Agencies
responded to the questionnaire.

On the Ist April 1979 the total
number of Ashram Schools function-
“ing in the State was (329). These
Ashram Schools were located in
(23) districts i.e. Thane, Nashik,
;Dhule, Jalgaon, Kulaba, Ratnagiri,
Nagpur, Chandrapur, Yavatmal,
Wardha, Bhandara, Amravati,
Akola, Buldana, Pune, Ahmad-
nagar, Satara, Kolhapur, Solapur,
Aurangabad, Parbhani, Beed and
Nanded. Out of these districts the
distribution of Ashram schools was
Thane (57), Dhule (52), Nashik (52),
Chandrapur (36), Yavatmal (20),

Jalgaon, Amravati and Pune (14

each), Ahmadnagar and Nanded (13

each), Kulaba and Bhandara (7

each), Nagpur (5), Aurangabad,
Parbhani and Wardha (4 each)
Ratnagiri, Akola, Buldana,

Satara, Kolhapur, Beed (2 each)
and Solapur (1). Out of these
(329) Ashram Schools, information
was received from (134) Ashram
Schools i.e. 40 per cent of the
Ashram Schools responded to the
questionnaire. Besides this, some
Ashram Schools from each district
were visited by the Research Staff
for sample survey and collected
necessary data and observed the
working of Ashram Schools. On
the basis of information collected
through these methods, the report
has been drafted by the Institute.

The Government of Maharashtra
sanctioned the scheme of ‘“Ashram
School Complex™ for Area Develop-
ment Approach vide Government
Resolution No. BCP. 1072/13893-G,
dated 14th August 1972. Accord-
ing to this scheme Balwadi, Ashram
School, Agricultural Demonstration
Farm, Health Centre, Vocational
Training Centre and Dairy Unit
were included in “Ashram School
Complex”. The social and educa-
tional advancement was the main
objective of this scheme. Before
the year 1972, the Ashram Schools
were managed by the Voluntary
Agencies on grant-in-aid basis and
such Ashram Schools were (100)
in the year 1972. As per the
Government  Resolution, dated

14th August 1972, the Tribel Wel-
fare Department of the Government
of Maharashtra was entrusted the
management of the Government
Ashram School Complexes started
in the yaer 1972-73 and no Ashram
School from this year has been
sanctioned to the Voluntary Agencies.

According to the Ashram School
Complex, the Government Ashram
School will be primary residential
School where tribal boys and girls
will be provided free lodging and
boarding, free education and prac-
tical education regarding agriculture.
For this purpose it was suggested
to acquire 40 to 50 acres of land,
where Agricultural Demonstration
Farm was to be established. Thus
it was thought that the Agricultural
Demonstration Farm will demon-
strate to the nearby tribal agricul-
turists the use of fertilisers mannure
and modern methods of agriculture.
Each Ashram School will have an
attached Balwadi, where (30) to
(40) tribal boys and girls will have
to be admitted. Through the trained
Balwadi teacher and Balwadi equip-
ment, it was envisaged that through
this Institution, the pre-primary
education will be imparted to the .
tribal children with a view to attract
them to the schools. The Health
Centre will have to be located at a
central place so that the tribal people
of the nearby villages can be
benifited by this Institution.
Vocational Training Centre was also

*This article is based on the Report of Ashram Schools in Maharashtra State by Tribal Researchand Training Institute. Maharashtra

State, Pune (1980).
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contemplated with a view to impart
vocational training like carpentary,
wood work, smithy, tailoring,
bamboo work etc. to (30) inmates.
A Dairy Unit with (10) cows was also
included in the scheme. Thus through
the creation of this infrastructure, it
was conceived that there will be
social and educational advancement
of the tribal people, through the
Area Development Approach.

According to 1971 census, the
literacy rate for general population
and scheduled Tribes was 39 .18
per cent and 11.74 per cent respecti-
vely. Whereas half of the males
among the general population are
literate, less than one fifth (19 per
cent of the males among the Sche-
duled Tribes are literate. The female
literacy rates for the general and
Scheduled Tribes population are
26.43 per cent and 4 per cent, res-
pectively. Thus, it is seen that the
bulk of the tribal population (88.26
per cent) is ‘illiterate. Out of these,
who are literate only 27 per cent had
completed the primary education and
only 0.5 percent could complete
secondary education. The progress
of education of the Scheduled Tribes
compared with general population
was very slow.

“The Ashram School Complex ™
scheme was started with a view to
bring educational and social ad-
vancement among the Scheduled
Tribes of Maharashtra State. The
important observations of the study
are as under:—

QObservations
(1) Building—It has been obse-
rved © from the® surveyed (134)

_ Ashram Schools that (56) Ashram
Schools have buildings, out of
which (20) were belonging to the
Governmvent, (5) to Maharashtra

State Co-operative Tribal Develop-

ment Corporation and (31) to Volun-
tary Agencies. Out of (68) Govern-

ment Ashram Schools surveyed, (48)
i. e. (70 per cent) of the Ashram
Schools were in rénted bulildings.
(29) Ashram Schools, (i.e. 42 per cent)
obtained monthly Rent certificates
from the Public Works Department
and their average monthly rent was
Rs. 126.
were six rooms in Ashram Schools
and the average carpet area of it was
2,378 sq. feet. (49) Ashram Schools
(72 per cent) have less rooms as per
the standards of the Education
Department. In (13) Ashram Schools
(19 per cent) there was separate room
for teachers and in (6) Ashrem
Schools (9 per cent) there was
separate room for the library. The
average number of books was (125)
in the library. In (21) Ashram
Schools (30) per cent Issue Register
of books was maintained and on
an average (30) teachers and boys
used the library books.

In the surveyed (20) Ashram
Schools of Tribal Development Cor-
poration, (5) Ashram Schools (25
per cent) have buildings and (15)
were housed in rented buildings.
The average -rent was Rs. 50
and only one Ashram School (5
per cent) got the rent certificate from
the Public Works Department. On
an average there were three rooms in
an Ashram School and (12) Ashram
Schools (60 per cent) have lessroom
as per the standards of Education
Department. In (2) Ashram Schools
(10 per cent) there was separate
room for teachers and there was no
separate room for library in any
school. The average unmber of books
was (12) in the library of these
schools. In (3) Ashram Schools (15
per cent) Issue Register of books
was maintained and on an average
(4) teachers and students used the
library books.

In the surveyed (46) Ashram
Schools managed by the Voluntary
A gencies, (31) Ashram Schools 67 per
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On an average there-

cent have buildings and (15) schools.
were in rented houses. The average
monthly rent is Rs. 96 and only (7) 3
Ashram Schools (15 per cent) got
the rent certificate from the Public
Works Department. The average
number of rooms was six. There
were (24) Ashram Schools (52 per
cent) having rooms as per the

- standards of Education Department.

In (12) Ashram Schools (26 per cent):
there was a separate room for
teachers and in (4) schools (9 per
cent) there was a room for library.
The average number of books was
(219) in the library. In (20) schools
(43 per cent) Issue Register of books
was maintained and on an average .
(20) teachers and boys used the ™
library books.

From- the above statistics it has been 7

observed that 70 per cent of the sur-
veyed Government Ashram Schools
75 per cent of the surveyed Tribal
Development Coropration Schools
and 33 per cent of the surveyed
schools managed by the Voluntary
Agencies have no school buildings
of their own and these were housed
in rented available houses. 42 per
cent of the Government Ashram
Schools, 5 per cent of the Tribal
Development Corporation Schools

and 15 per cent of the Voluntary *

Agencies schools have obtained rent
certificates from the competent
authority. In 19 per cent Govern-
ment Ashram Schools, in 10 per cent
Tribal Development Corporation
schools and in 26 per cent of the
Voluntary Agencies Schools, there
was separate room for teachers.
In 9 per cent Government Ashram
Schools, in no Ashram Schools of
Tribal Development Corporation
and in 9 per cent of the Voluntary
Agencies Schools there was a sepa-
rate room for library. In (30 per cent)
Government Schools, in 15 per cent

of the Tribal Development Schools <

and in 43 per cent of Voluntary

¥
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Agencies Schools Issue Register of*

books was maintained. Thus it can
be said that in majority of the
Ashram  Schools, managed by_

- Government, Tribal Development
Corporationand Voluntary Agencies,
the problem of buildings was very
acute and the available accommoda-
tion in rented houses was not satis-
factory as per the standards of
Education Department.

(2) Teachers.—{(a) In the month of
April 1979, in (134) surveyed Ashram
Schools there were (686) teachers,
out of which 404 i.e. 58 per cent
teachers belonged to the Scheduled
Tribes. In the surveyed (68) Govern-
_ ment Ashram Schools, 76 per cent
» of the teachers were Adivasis. In the
schools managed by the Triba
" Development Corporation, 100 per

-+, cent of the teachers were Adivasis

and in the Voluntary Agencies
Schools, the percentage of tribal
. teachers was 26.

(b) Out of (686) teachers, (14) tea-
chers (3 per cent) -have education
less than S. S: C., (608) teachers
(88 per cent) were S. S. C. pass and
(64) teachers (9 per cent) ware gra-
duates. The trained teachers were
59 per cent and 67 per cent of the

& teachers were living in, Ashram

schools. 53 per cent of the teachers
of the surveyed schools were trying
3 to reveive training.

(c) Out of (134) survyed schools, in
(58) Schools, i.e. 43 per cent of the
schools, the number of teachers was
not satisfactory. Out of (48) Govern-
ment Ashram Schools in 85 per cent
of the schools the number of teachers
was less. In 25 per cent of the schools
of Tribal Development Corporation
and in 26 per cent of the Volunta.ry
Agenmes Schools, the teachers- were

ess.
o

The reasons given forless number of
teachers in Ashram Schools were as
under :— - ¥
(@) Delay in appointment of tea-
chers by the Government and
voluntary agencies.
() Delay in joining the schools
by the transferred teachers.
(¢) Disinterest of voluntary agen-
cies'in the running of schools.
(d) Delay in payment of sanc-
tioned Daily Allowance to the
teachers by the management.
(¢) Unwillingness on - the part of
new teachers to serve in tribal
areas. ,

(d) It has been noticed that 45 per
cent of the teachers were using tribal
dialects in teaching as they thought
that the use of tribal dialects in
teaching helps the tribal students in
understanding the subjects.

(3) Standardwise schools.—Out of
(134) surveyed schools, in seven
schools classes were upto the Xth
standard, in two schools, classes
were upto VIIIth standard, in (51)
schools,
VIIth standard in (33) schools,
there were classes upto VIth stan-
dard in (20) schools there were
classes upto Vth standard, in (6)
schools, there were classes upto IVth
standard classes upto Ilird or Iind
standards.

(4) Trible Children on Roll—In the
surveyed schools total number of
boys on roll was 17,622 out of which
88 per cent were tribal children.
The percentage of tribal students in
the Government schools was 81,
in the Tribal Development Cor-
poration schools it was 96 and in the
Volunta.ry Agencies schools it was
92. The percentage of girls in the
surveyed ~ Government  Ashram
Schools was 94, in the Tribal Deve-
1opment Corporauons Sc.hools it
was 94, and in the Voluntary
Agencies Schools it was 80. In the
surve)red schools the total number of
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there were classes upto

girls was 7,072, out of which 6,256
(88 per cent) girls belonged to the
Scheduled Tribes. The percentage of
Scheduled Tribes girls to the Sche-
duled Tribes boys is 27 in ‘Govern-
ment Ashram Schools, 31 in Tribal
Development Corporation Corpora-
tion schools and 29 in Voluntrry
Agencies schools. Thus it has been
observed that in these schools the
percentage of tribal girls is less com-
pared to the tribal boys attending
these Ashram Schools:

(5) Result—In. the year 1975-76, in
the - surveyed Ashram = Schools
(12,228) students appeared for the
examination; out of which (10,339)
students, i.e. 85 per cent passed the
examination. The result of Govern-
ment Ashram Schools was 88 per
cent, of Tribal' Development Cor-
poration schools, it was 86 per cent
and of the Voluntary Agencies; it
was 81 per cent. . :

In the year 1976-77, in the surveyed
Ashram Schools (14,106) students
appeared for the examination, out of
which (12,564) students i.c. 89 per
cent passed the examination. The
result - of Government Ashram
Schools was 76 per cent, of Tribal
Development Corporation -Schools,
it was 91 per cent and of Voluntary
Agency Schools, it was 99.

In the year 1977-78, the total number
of students appeared was 17,856, out
of which (15,626) students passed
the examination. The result of
Government Ashram Schools was
91 per cent, of Tribal Development
Corporation schools it was 89 per
cent, and of Voluntary Agencies
schools it was 84 per cent. Thus
from the above statistics it is revealed
that the results of these three years
were satisfactory.
The reasons for fallul'c were gwen as
under :—

(1) Less number of tcache_rs';ébm-

~ ' pared to the standards.



(2) Apathy on the part of parents
of tribal students.

(3) Poverty.

(4) Lack of enough educational
material in schools.

(5) Reluctancy on the part of
experienced and trained tea-
. chers to serve in tribal areas
due to various difficulties.

(6) Lack of educational atmos-
phere in schools.

(7) Bad management.

(6) Playgrounds and games.—Out
of (134) surveyed schools in (71),
schools, i.e. in 53% schools, there
was playground and the facility
to play khokho, langdi, volleyball,
cricket, kabbadi and carrom.

(7) Debating clubs, periodicals and
lectures—Out of (134) surveyed
schools in (34) schools, i.e. 25%
there were Debating Clubs. 5% of
the schools contributed for the
periodicals and 9% of the schools
arranged writing competitions, story
telling competitions and lectures.

(8) Medical Aid, Recreation and
Physical Checking—809%, of the
surveyed schools reported that the
physical checking is done through
the private or Government medical
officers. 84 % of the schools repor-
ted that they have kept A.P.C. and
Aspro tablets, Todine, scabies oint-
ment, clorafine etc. in the schools.
63% of the schools have provided
mrudang, tal, radio, pakhwaj, halgi,
dhol, tabla and band in the Institu-
tions.

(9) Educational material —887%; of
the schools reported that they have
not received in time the educational
material such as slates, exercise
books, text books etc. for all the
students. Similarly dress is also
not provided in time, as a result of
it the tribal pupils werc noticed
in shabby dress and without educa-
tional material. To provide the
educational material to the students

and teachers is a pre-requisite of
any school, but it has been observed
that in majority of the schools this
was not done in time by the manage-

‘ment, resulting in difficulties for the

teachers and tribal students.

(10) Records and Registers—Re-
cords and Registers clearly give
a picture of an educational institu-
tion it has been observed that
all the surveyed schools maintained
daily attendance register, mess

register, cashbook and general
register. Out of (134) surveyal
schools, (104) schools ie. 77%

of the schools got their Annual
Accounts audited. It is necessary
to inspect, once in a Yyear, each
Ashram School by the officer of the
Education Department. Out of
(134). surveyed schools (25) schools
i.e. 18% of the schools, were not
inspected by the officers of the
Education Department during this
period. Constant inspection is very
necessary to assess and improve the
educational  standards of an
Institution.

Suggestions

(1) Building and Library.—{(a) The
Ashram School may be opened after
either securing enough building on
rent or after construction of a new
building. In case of dirth of
sufficient accommodation for the
hostel and school, it is proposed

that till the new building is cons- -

tructed, the hostel and school may
be established in temporary mobile
structures.

(b) Building programme may be
taken up on priority basis every
year and it may be ensured by the
Directorate of Tribal Welfare that
the time bound programmme of
construction of buildings is carried
out by the Public Works Depart-
ment. If necessary a committee of
Acdtiora Trib:. Commissioner,
Director of Tribal Welfare - and
Tribal Welfare Officer may be
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formed for this purpose and the
Committee may take review of
this programme twice a year.

(¢) Efforts may be made to secure

land for the construction programme .

of the Ashram Schools. It has
been observed that mnearly (300)
Ashram Schools have no land.
It is proposed to have a committee
of Project Officer, Tribal Welfare
Officer and Divisional Forest Officer.
This Committee should make efforts
to secure land from Revenue or
Forest Department.

(d) It is necessary to reserve one
room as common room for the
teachers of the school, where they
can sit and read during the school
hours. 3

(e) Library is very necessary for
the students of a school. It is,
therefore, proposed that one room
may be reserved for the library and
sufficient and necessary books and
periodicals may be purchased every
year from the sanctioned grant.

(f) It is necessary to provide
urinals and bath-room separate for
boys and girls in each hostel.- These
should be kept cleam.

(g) The kitchen and store room is
in one room in some of the surveyed
schools. The condition of most ¢f
the store rooms and kitchen was far
from satisfaction. It is, therefore,
proposed that there should be
separate rooms for kitchen and
stores and these should be kept
always clean. -

(h) Electricity should be provided
to each Ashram School on priority
basis.

(i) For want of annual maintena-
nce in 2 number of schools, it has
been observed that there is leakage of
water from the roof in rainy season,
the walls are with bad plaster and

the floor is uneven and dirty. it is,
therefore, suggested that the
power of spending Rs. 1,500 on
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each Ashram School may be vested
to the Tribal Welfare Officer, so that
he may carry annual maintenance
of the schools in time through the
Public Works Department. It is
also proposed that the Government
schools may be kept on the register
of maintenance of the Executive
Engineer, Public Works Department
of the concerned district. Necessary
annual provision for this purpose
may be kept at that Department.
If this is done, it will be the responsi-
bility of the Public Works Depart-
ment to carry on annual maintenance
of Government Ashram Schools
as suggested by the Tribal Welfare
Officer.

(2) Teachers—(a) While
appointment of the
Ashram Schools, it is proposed,
that trained tribal teachers may be
appointed in these schools because
the tribal teachers will not find it
difficult to serve in the tribal areas.

(b) If trained and qualified tribal
teachers are not available for

making

‘Mathematics, Science and English

subjects, then the trained and
qualified teachers of other com-
munities, who are willing to serve
in this area, may be appointed.

(c) The teacher may not be
appointed at his native place as it

“has been noticed that some of the

teachers spend more time for their

agriculture rather than the school.

(d) The standard of education in
an Ashram School should not be
less than the general school. For
this purpose, if tribal teachers are
not available, non-tribal qualified,
trained and willing teachers may be
appointed.

(¢) The Ashram School teachers
may be given the benefit of educa-
tional training, organised at district
level either by the Voluntary Agencies
or the Education Department. In
Deepavali and summer vacations

teachers _in-. year in each Ashram School.

Education  Department  should
organise short term training courses
for the tribal teachers of Aﬂhram
Schools.

(f) The transfer of teachers may
be made in summer and the teachers
should join the schools, where they
have been transferred, as per the
Government Rules.

(g) For the non-tribal trained and
qualified teachers, special incentives,
such as special pay, one increment,
bad climate allowance etc. may be
given so that they may be attracted
to serve the tribal areas.

(%) Intimate parent-teacher relations
may be established in each school.
For this purpose  Parents Meeting ’
may be convened at least once in a
This
may result in minimising the per-
centage of wastage and stagnation in
these schools. Teacher-parent Asso-
ciation may be established in each
school and twe meetings of this
Association may be convened by
the Head Master in every year.

(i) The teachers should teach the
tribal pupils according to their
attitude through story telling and
other methods of teaching useful
to the tribal students.

(3) Medical aid, physical checking
and recreation—(a) It is necessary
to conduct at least once the physical
checking of each student of the
Ashram School with a view to
provide medical aid to them.
Sufficient medicines, as prescribed

by the Government Medical Officer

may be kept in each school.

(b) Educational tour may be
organised by the Tribal = Welfare
Officer of each Ashram School at
least once in a year. This will
result in broadening the outlook of
the tribal teachers and the students.
Necessary amount for this tour may
be kept at the disposal of Tribal
Welfare Officer and the  Tribal
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Welfare Officer may organise these'
study tours with the assistance of
District Education Officer, if
necessary,

(c) Where  there is electricity,
radio, may be purchased for the
school so that it can be useful for the
teachers as well as to the students.

(d) Such of the Ashram Schools
which are in the Reception Zone of
the Television and where there is
electricity, it is proposed that a good
Television set may be purchased for
the school.

(¢) Competitions of folk-songs and
and folk dances may be encouraged
in the schools.

(4) Play grounds and games.—(a) It
is proposed that in each Ashram
School, there should be play ground
for various types of games. The
District Sports Officer can assist in
this. matter. He may be approached
by the Tribal Welfare Officer and
necessary sports material should be
purchased every year for each
Ashram School.

(b) Tribal boys and girls should
be given special coaching in selected
games in Diwali and Summer
vacations by the Sports Department.

(c) The District Sports Officer
should ensure that the tribal boys
and girls are invited for different
types of sports competitions by the
concerned authorities. ;

(5) Debating clubs, periodicals and
lectures—It has been observed that
this activity is lacking in majority of
the surveyed schools.. It is, there-
fore, suggested that Debating Club
and lectures of eminent scholars
may be organised in each school.
Similarly journals useful to students
and teachers may be subscribed
every year. Story-felling, poem
reading and other literacy activities
should be organised in every school.
(contd. on p. 42)



The Dbangars of Mabarashtra

BY

P. B. DRAXE
Research Fellow, Shivaji University, Kolhapur

THE shepherd community, all over
the world, is associated with
nomadism. The wide variety of
nomadic groups has been described
in the ethnographic literature of
India. The nomads of the world
has been divided into many groups,
viz. pastoral nomads, aboriginal
hunters and intinerent profession
groups. The shepherds of the
world has come under the pastoral
nomads groups. As Bacon E. E.
(1954) said the nomads as * The
people who dwell in portable
dwelling and practice no agriculture”.

The shepherds of India are known
as Dhangars, Gollas, Kurubas,
Palkshatriyas, Rabaris, etc. The
shephered community is one of the
oldest communities of India. Since
time immemorial it has proved to
be significant community politically
and socially. The shepherds of
Maharashtra are  known as
Dhangars. These Dhangars were
famous for their bravery. Foreigners
have recorded that ““ The Dhangars

were the trusted Mavlis of Shivaji

Maharaj ”. The Holkars of Indore
belonged to the Dhangar community.
It is the experience that the
Dhangars are most conservative.
They do not accept any change
easily. They are innocent, simple
and strong in physique. They are
maintaining their own culture by
living in remote areas of the country
side. The Dhangar caste is an
most ancient and holy community,

The Dhangars have contributed
much to enrich the Indian culture.

Honesty is gift given by them fo the
world. This is the race which has
maintained the values of life like
monogamy, patriotism, love,
obedience etc. It is also said that
‘“ There is no-man like Dhangar and
there is no animal like sheep .

Today the general tendency of
people towards the Dhangars is to
treat them as ignorant, illiterate and
dirty people. Some social Anthro-
pologists and Sociologists are of the
view that this community is older
than the Aryans. . Risley said that
they belonged to the Dravidian
group. The ancestors of North
Indians were also Aryans or mixed
blood of Aryans and Dravidians.
Their skin is black but in the physical
features they resemble the Aryans.
In fact, there is no pure race in the
world. There has been a mixture
of blood by way of inter-caste and
inter-tribe marriages.

The survey of the literature shows
that this vital component of the
Indian society has hardly been stu-
died. Practically nothing is known
about the history of the same commu-
nity. In the year 1969 the anthro-
pological investigations were initiated
by Late Dr. (Mrs.) Iravati Karve.
According to Prof. Garge, the Dhan-
gars are migrated in Maharashtra
from different parts India, especially
from Gujrat, Punjab, Saurashtra and
Karnataka.

Meaning of the term ¢ Dhangar’

The general meaning of the term
¢ Dhan ’ is cattle and ¢ gar ’ is holder.
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Thus, Dhangar means cattle holder,
keeper and seller. These are the

people who keep and sell sheep and

cattle and as such are known as
Dhangars. It is believed that the
word ¢ Dhangar’ is derived from
Kannada  word ‘ Dhangar’ or
* Dhankar ’, According to Shankar
Lande, the term Dhangar is derived
from the term ° Gandhar’. The
term ¢ Dhangar > might have derived
the term ° Dhenukar’® or
¢ Dhenugar * a cattle keeper.

According to Dr, Shashi, a social
Anthropologist, the word * Dhangar,
is derived from cattle wealth,  The
suffix © gar’ is indicative of cattle
grazers or shepherds. ¢ Dhangar ’
is inscribed in a Buddhist cave in
Pune district of Maharashtra. Some
scholars believe that it is associated
with the Sanskrit word ® Dhang’
which means a hill.

In common parlance one can
say that ¢ Dhan’ means ‘ wealth’
or ‘Laxmi’.. During the barter
system of the economy the cattle
plays the role of exchange money.
That is why cattle was the main
mean of exchange. Like this one
can say that the person, who has
much cattle, is known as ¢ Dhangar ’
or ¢ Laxmidhar ’.

The Dhangars stay in a separate
place near villages called as © Dhan-
garwadi '—where they keep sheep
and practice some cultivation. They
are uneducated and most religious
people. The Dhangars are living
in a politically neglected, economi-
cally exploited and culturally starved
situation.

According to many scholars, Socio-
logists and Social Anthropologists,
the Dhangars of Maharashtra are
divided into many sub-castes. Some
Dhangars ara nomads, some are
semi-nomads and very few are settled.
They are spread over the whole
of Maharashtra.
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According to Dr. Shankar Baburao
Lande, a famous Dhangar Scholar
#-of Maharashtra, there are 35 sub-

castes of Dhangars.

Ahir, Asal, Vanuji, Bargehand or

Barge, Dhangar Dunge, Gadge,

Gavli, Ghogtunya, Hatkar or Zende-

wale, Holkar, Kangar, Khillari or

Thillari, Khilakari,

Khute, Kuketkar, Ladx, Mendhe

Mahaske or Kahskar, Sangar or

Sanagar, Shegar, Shikotya, Utegan,

Kuche, Tiramule, Varadi or Borade,

Kanore or Konde, Jade, Ladshe,

Gadre, Telange, Maratha, Mahurai,
- Barge Langote, Vaidu Dhanagar.

Dr. Shyam Shashik, in his study,

;f has mentioned that the Maharash-

trian Dhangars are divided into 4
sub-castes viz. Asal, Ahir, Hatkar

; and Khillari, while according to

Prof. M. S. Nachan there are 12
sub-castes of Dhangars. They are :
Ahir, Bandgar, Bhoradi, Gavli,
Hatkar, Kalo-vatin, Khatik, Khute-
kar, Makadvale, Revadkar, Vaidu
and Zende. :

They are: -

Khutekar of

In the words of Dr. Kailas Mal-
hotra and Dr. Madhav Gadgil,
Maharashtrian Dhangars are divided
into 23 endogamous groups. They
are Ahir, Dange, Gadhari-Dhengar,
Gadhri, Nikhar, Halmat, Hande,
Hatkar, Hatti-Konkan, Kannade,
Khatik, Khutekar, Kurmar-Hatti
Konkan, Kurmar- Unnekokon,
Ladshe, Mendhe Sangar, Shegar,
Telongi, Thellari, Unni-Konkan,
Varhade, Zade and Zende.

By studying all these sub-castes,
it seems that the social structure of
the Dhangar Community is too
complex. To understand it thoro-
ughly one can divide it into three

broad types :—

(1) Dange Dhangar—a group

living in hilly areas.

(2) Mendhe  Dhangar—tradi-
tional sheep-keeper.
(3) Zende  Dhangar—sheep-

keeper and cultivator.

(List of the sub-groups of Dhangar
their approximate population, their
location is given in Appendix A).

The Dhangars are facing the
problem of scarcity of fodder for the
flocks all over Maharashtra. It is
therefore suggested that fodder,
wood and fuel may be provided to
them during the scarcity period.
They may be rendered all possible
help to pull on their lives during the
summer when they are at stake. It
is further suggested that since most
of the Dhangars are uneducated,the
hostel and residential school facilities
may be provided to the children of
Dhangar, particularly in Dhangar
localities. The landiess Dhangars
may be given priority to allot the
land and they may be provided with
modern agriculture facilities. It will
be worthwhile if Dairy Scheme is
started in Dhangar localities, so
that the Dhangars can develop their
dairy activities.

B a0l

character that is evolved.

Panchsheel for Tribal Development

[] People should develop along the lines of their own genius and we should aveid imposing anything on
them. We should try to encourage in every way their own traditional Art and Culture.

[]. Tribal rights in land and forests should be respected.

[0 We should try to train and build up 2 team of their own people to the work of administration and develop-
ment. Some technical personnel from outside will no doubt be needed especially in the beginning but
we should avoid introducing too many outsiders into the tribal territory.

t] We should not over administer these areas or overhelm them with a multiplicity of schemes.
We should rather work through and not in rivalry to their own social and cultural institutions.

[1 We should judge results not by statistics or the amount of money spent but by the quality of human

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
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APPENDIX “A"

The Dhangars of Maharashtra
Serial Name of Mother-tongue Occupation Estimated Location
No. group population
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Ahir Marathi Sheep keeping and wool 30,000 Ahmadnagar, Akola, Amravati,
weaving. Aurangabad, Buldana, Dhule, Jalgaor,
: Nashik.
| 2 Dange Do. Buffaloe and goat keeping  1,00,000° Kulaba, Kolhapur, Pune, Ratnagiri,
Sangli, Satara.
3 Gadhari-Dhangar Hindi Sheep rearing 20,000 Akola, Amravati, Aurangabad, Dhule,
= Jalgaon.
4 Gadhari-Nikhar Do. Sheep keeping and wool 5,000 " Do. do.
weaving.
5 Halmat Kannada Do. - 8,000  Kolhapur, Sangli.
6 Hande Do. Sheep keeping 4,000 Sangli, Solapur.
7 Hatkar Marathi Do. : - 5,73,000 Ahmadnagar, Akola, Amravati,
- Aurangabad, Bhid, Buldana, Dhule
Jalgaon, Kolhapur, Nanded, Nashik
Osmanabad, Parbhani, Pune, Sangli,
Satara, Solapur, Wardha, Yavatmal.
8 Hattikankan Do. Do. e 5,000 Beed, Nanded, Osmanabad, Solapur.
9 Kannade Do. Do. i 15,000 Bhandara, Chandrapur, Nagpur,
Wardha.
10 Khatik Do. Meet sellers 15,000 Ahmadnagar, Aurangabad, Beed,
: Bombay, Kulaba, Nasik, Pune, Satara
Solapur, Thane.
11 Khutekar Do. Sheep keeping and wool 5,50,000 Ahmadnagar, Akola, Amravati,
weaving, Aurangabad, Beed, Buldana, Jalgaon,
Kulaba, Nagpur, Nanded, Nashik
Osmanabad, Parbhani, Pune,
Ratnagiri, Satara, Solapur, Wardha,
Yavatmal.
12 Kurmar-Hattikonkan  Kannada Sheep keeping 15,000  Bhandara, Chandrapur.
13 Kumar-Unnikonkan Do. Do. 3 5,000 Do.
14 Ladhse Marathi Do. o 6,0'_00 Amravati, Bhandara.
15 Mendhe Do. Do. 3 30,000 Kolhapur, Pune, Sangli, Satara, Solapur.
16 Sangar - Do. Wool weaving 10,000 . Ahmadnagar, Beed, Kolhapur, Pune;
: Ratnagiri, Satara, Sangli, Solapur.
17 Shegar Do. Sheep keeping, wool 40,000  Ahmadnagar, Aurangabad, Beed,
weaving, agriculture. Osmanabad, Pune, Solapur.
18 Telangi Telugu Sheep keeping, wool 5,000  Nanded, Parbhani. 3
weaving.
19 Thellari Marathi Sheep and cattle keeping 7,000  Dhule, Jalgaon, Nashik.
20 Unnikonkan Do. Sheep keeping, and wool 6,000 Osmanabad, Solapur,
weaving, -
21 Varhade ‘Do. Sheep keepings and cotton 1,15,000 Akola, Amravati, Bhandara
weaving. Chandrapur, Nagpur, Wardha,
Yavatmal.
22 Zade Do. Sheep  keeping and 15,000  Chandrapur, Nagpur, Wardha, Yavatmal
wool weaving.
23 Zende Do. Sheep and horse keeping 80,000  Kolhapur, Solapur.
Total .. 19,64,000
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Note.—The population estimated for the sub-castes are based on figures provided mostly by the leaders of the sub-castes.
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* STATISTICS ON TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT
(a) Primary and secondary schools in Tribal Sub Plan Area (1979-80)

Primary Schools Secondary Schools
Type Y
Single Lower Upper Total Secondary Higher Total
Teacher Primary  Primary Secondary
1 2 3 4 3 6 7 8
(Institutions)
For Boys 3,431 1,219 963 5,613 173 20 193
For Girls o o 32 17 49 1 5
Yotal 3,431 1,251 980 5,662 174 20 194
Egrolmenit
Boys 5 e 76,816 91,142 1,28,902 2,96,860 36,842 11,905 48,747
Girls .e . 47,730 61,068 76,955 1,85,753 15,653 6,019 21,672
Total .. 1,224,546 1,52,210 2,05,857 4,82,613 $2,495 17,924 70,419
Feachers
Men S ve v 3,264 3,093 4,812 11,169 1,830 506 2,336
Women - FF = 64 746 1,026 1,836 164 109 273
Total 3,328 3,839 5,838 13,005 1,994 613 2,609
Traimed 5
Men 2,302 2,516 3,850 8,668 1,710 455 2,165 .
Women . o e Y] 603 994 1,441 158 108 266
Total 2.344 3,121 4,644 10,109 1,868 563 2,431
Perceniage of trafved teachers
Men = = . 705 813 800 776 93-4 899 27
Women i . 654 811 774 78-5 96-3 99-1 974
Total .. 70-4 81'3 79.3 777 937 915 933
% Soures.—Eduycation at a glance (1979-80),
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN TRIBAL SUB-PLAN AREA (1979-80)
(A4) College of General Education (Arts, Science and Commerce)

Typewise Institutions and Teachers

Teachers

(2) Ayurved

Type Institutions

Men Women Total

1 2 3 4 ]

(1) Arts and Commerce 6 94 3 97

(2) Arts, Science and Commerce 1 54 4 58
Total = 7 148 7 153

(B) Facultywise Enrolment
Enrolment
Type
Arts Science : Commerce Total
1 2 3 4 5 6
(1) Junior College Classes Boys) .. 327 130 526 983
(Girls) e 161 16 52 229
(Total) SE 488 146 578 1,212
2 Senior College Classes (Boys) S 756 ‘126 501 1,383
(Girls) e 202 16 61 279
(Total) o 958 142 562 1,662
Total (Boys) .. 1,083 256 1,027 2,366
(Girls) 363 32 113 508
(Total) .. 1,446 288 1,140 2,874
(C) Other Institutions of Higher Education
Total Teachers Enrolment
Type
Men Women Boys Girls Total
1 3 4 5 6 7

‘(1) Teachers Training 7 4 113 15 128
12 9 3 97

Source—Education at a glance (1979-80)
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STANDARDWISE ENROLMENT IN TRIBAL SUB-PLAN AREA (1979-80)

Primary Schools Secondary Schools Colleges Total Enrolment
Standard Total Girls Total Gitls Total Girls Boys Girls Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Pre-Primary .. 7.496 3,585 3,911 3,585 7,496
I 1,88,987 80,233 328 125 1,08,957 80,358 1,89,315
II 1,08,178 41,550 171 72 66,727 41,622 1,08,349
11 75,785 27,236 147 63 48,633 27,299 75,932
v 52,328 . 17914 129 41 34,502 17,955 52,457
\% 21,731 6,860 13,454 T 23,592 11,593 35,185
VI . 16,398 4,918 11,776 4,036 19,220 8,954 zs,n&
VI 11,710 3,457 9,727 3,074 14,906 6,531 21,437
VIH 13,796 3,855 9,941 3,855 13,796
X : & 10,825 3,071 s 7,754 3,071 10,825
e e e 7,868 2,016 5,852 2,016 7,868
X1 1,407 391 770 132 1,654 523 2,177
XIT 791 195 671 97 1,170 292 1,462
I—IV 425278  1,66,933 775 301 2,58,819 1,67,234 4,26,053
V—vII 49839 15235 34957 11,843 57,718 27,078 84,796
. VII—X 32,489 8,942 23,547 8,942 32,489
I—v . 447,000 1,73,793 14,229 5,034 282411  1,78,827  4,61,238
VI—VIII 28,108 8,375 35,299 10,965 T 205 44,067 19,340 63,407
IX—X 18,693 5,087 13,606 5,087 18,693
)ﬁ XII 2,198 586 1,441 299 2,824 815 3,639
Total—Ito XII  4,75,117  1,82,168 70,419 - 21,672 1,441 | 229 342,908  2,04,069 546,977

Source—Education at a glance (1979-80).
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STANDARDWISE ENROLMENT OF BACKWARD CLASS (SCHEDULED TRIBE)

: Scheduled Tribes
Standardwise
Boys Girls
1 Den 3

Pre-Primary 2,249 2,243
I 64,041 42,823
o 34,191 16,816
m 22,082 8,738
v 13,588 4,794
v 8,223 2,445
VI 6,213 1,578
Vi 4,520 1,165
VI 2,188 390
X 1,342 287
=% 1,115 183
X1 256 35
XII 163 20
ItoIV e = . 133902 73T
V to VII i 5 o & .. o 5 .. 1895 5,188
Vo X - i = o - o > . 4,645 860
X1 to X1I = - = e 7 5 = 5 419 55
Total—Ito XII .. 1,57,922 19,274

Arts, Science and Commerce Colleges .. i = i = e . 186 33
Ayurved and B. Ed. Colleges > =, = 5% o= s a'e : 6 2

Enrolment in Junior College Classes in Colleges is included in the Enrolment of Classes XI and XII while Enrolment in Senior College
Classes is shown separately.

Source—Fducation at a glance. (1979-80).
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[Studies on Ethno-botany

these plants have torporific effect
on the acquatic fauna, with the
result that the animals get stupified
and flock together on the surface of
the water. Such assemblage then gets
easily harvested by bare hands
without the help of nets. Supli
(Mundulea sericea A. cheval), Kinhai
(Albizzia procera Benth), Gela
(Xeromphis spinosa Keay) are some
of the examples of such plants.

(6) Sacred Groves and Religious
Rites.—Sacred groves in the remote
hilly areas are treasure houses of
plants and animals typical of Western
Ghats. ‘They are kept unmolested
due to the faith and regard of local
people. They believe that the con-
cerned forest spirit or deities would
get offended if the trees are cut,
flowers or fruits are plucked or
animals in the sacred sanctuaries are
harrassed or killed. The well pre-
served vegetation in these sacred
groves is quite distinct from the
surrounding areas.

These sacred groves may range in
size from a small group of trees to

* a large congregation. Occasionally.

they are spaced over as many as
twenty hectares of land. Even the
smallest groves often grows some old
and magnificient specimens of trees
and climbers. The larger groves are
a veritable treasure-trove for the
naturalist. They support many spe-
cies of plants which are rare in the
area and which are becoming rarer
and rarer with the continued defores-
tation. These sacred groves often
serve as a last refuge for arboreal
birds and mammals especially mon-
keys and no doubt for other forest
loving animals as well. These forests
offer excellent scope for study not
only for professional botanists and
naturalists but also for all those
interested in plants and nature con-
servation.

(7) Plant beliefs and Folk-lores.—
Occurrence and persistence of cul-
ture in the tribal communities is
mostly due to certain taboos and
strong beliefs. supplemented with
folk-lores. Plants have become
integral  part - of tribal life and
culture. It is but natural than that in
tribal songs, folk-lores and beliefs

23

contd fram p. 10]

there are profuse reference to trees,
shrubs, climbers and their peculiari-
ties. Trees and flowers are often
personified and compared with the
most beautiful creations of God.
Sometimes these plants are regarded
as symbols of good and bad omens.
They thus become tools and means
for witchcrafts and sorcery. There

are many folk-tales and beliefs
about sacred groves and medicinal
plants. There are also folk-tales
which narrate how to behave with
nature, during festivals, under diffi-
cult circumstances etc. Many of
these provide useful data on plant
species of economic importance.

The above narration will elucidate
the nature of research work on the
Ethnobotanical studies from Maha-
rashtra and Goa and its limitations.

Different aspects dealing with various
facits of Ethnobotanical studies will
be undertaken .by our Department
after - procuring relevant facilities
(monetary as well as suitable person-
nel) from the Government.
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[Evaluation of Ashram Schools

(6) Educational material —The
necessary educational material such
as slates, pencils, text books etc. and
other material such as a set of
uniform, blanket, carpet etc. should
be provided to each student in the
first week after opening of the
Ashram School. Similarly texts
books and other necessary books
may be provided to the teachers
- before opening of the school after-
summer vacation.

(7) Admission to schools.—(a) is
proposed that while giving admi-
ssion to fresh students in a school,
the following criteria may be
adopted :—

(i) Preference may be given to
the children of the parents “who
are landless or small holders of
land.

(7i) The admission may be given
according to the-population of the
villages under Area Development
Programme.

(@) Local students may be
admitted according to the popula-
tion of that village.

(iv) Preference should be given

- to the students of primitive tribes
such as Kolams, Katkari and
Madia Gonds. '

(b) Admission form should be

. prescribed to each school and some

information of the father/guardian

.and the student may be included

in the form.

(¢) In weekly markets, handbills
regarding admission of students may
be distributed. Similarly in
concerned villages it should be
known through ringing a bell
(Dawandi).

(8) Other suggestions—(a) Orien-

tation training for Balwadi teachers

may be organised by the Tribal
Welfare Department. The Gram
Bal Shiksha Kendra, Kosbad, may
be requested to organise such train-

ing programmes in Diwali and
summer vacation. _
(b) Necessary administrative

powers may be delegated to the
Tribal Welfara Officer so that he
can manage the schools properly.

(c) One post of peon and one post
of Watchman may be created for
each Ashram School.

(d) Post-basic Ashram School may
be located at a central place so
that it can cater to the needs of
five Ashram Schools.

(e) Every year one teacher from
each Ashram School may be deputed
for training,
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(7) One clerk-cum-typist and a

post-basic Ashram School.

typewriter may be provided in eachw

(g) While selecting a location .
for an Ashram School, availability™
of land, water, rented building and
communication all the year may be
considered.. As far as possible the
location of an Ashram Shcool may
be central village of the area.

The scheme of Ashram School
Complex is being implemented in
this State from the year 1971-72.
It has been envisaged that the scheme
will result in the social and educa-
tional advancement of the ftribal ;
people. The study of Ashram ¥
Schools has revealed various lacunas
in implementing this scheme in trua
spirit. Various suggestions have .
been given to improve the existing
condition of Ashram Schools in
Maharashtra State. I am sure that
the implementing authority of this
scheme will consider these sugges-
tions and implement the same for
changing the picture of Ashram
Schools in the tribal areas of Mah-
arashtra State. It is a challange
for the persons, who are associatad
with the implementation of this
scheme. Let us wait and see the _
results of this expensive scheme in *
the days to come.
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

To

The Director of Tribal Welfare,
Maharashtra State, Pune.

No. ASC-1081/803803/XV,

SOCIAL WELFARE AND SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Mantralaya, Bombay 400 032

Dated 7th September 1981

Subject.—Release of forest lands for Ashram Schools.

Under the Forest (Conservation) Ordinance, 1980,
the State Government on any authority is prohibited
from making any of the following types of orders without
obtaining the prior approval of the Central Govern-
ment —

!

(i) Directing statutory disforestation of any reserved
forest area,

(if) Directing use of any forest land for any non
forest purpose, viz. breaking up or clearing of any
forest land for any purpose other than reafforestation

As per the Revenue and Forests Department Circular

No. FLD-1080/1746-F-3, dated the 7th February, 1981
(copy enclosed) where forest land is required to be
released/cleared etc. for the purposes of an Adminis-
trative Department of the State Government or for the
purposes of any Agency/Underiaking falling within
purview of such Department, the Administrative De-
partment concerned has to approach the Revenue and

™ Forests Department only after obtaining the report of the
Chief Conservator of the Forests, Maharashtra State,
the Collector of the District and the Project Authorities

’ on the points specified in © Annexure A’ to the circular
and along with clarifications on the point whether the
Administrative Department concerned or the Under-
taking/Agency requiring the land is prepared to pay
(@) the cost of removal of tree growth ; and (b) the
cost of plantation, etc. of an equivalent alternative land,

After getting ** No Objection Certificate * from the
Government in Forests Department the concerned
Administrative Department has to approach the Minister
of Agriculture, Government of India with information
in ““Annexure A and obtain that Government's
approval to the release/clearing, etc. of the forest land
involved.

Accordingly, where forest land is required to be
released/cleared etc. for the purpose of Ashram Schools
necessary proposal should be prepared and sent to this
department after obtaining report of the Conservator
of Forests, Maharashtra State, Pune, the Collector of
the District, and the Project Authorities on the points
specified in * Annexure A ° and along with the clarifi-
cation on the point whether the Department is prepared
lo pay (a) the cost of removal of tree growth and (b) the
cost of plantation etc. of an equivalent alternative land
to enable this Department to take up those proposals
with the Government of India. In view of the bad
state of accommodation of our Ashram Schools and the
need for construction of pucca buildings immediate
uction, as above should be taken.

Sd. (D. T. DAKHANE),

Deputy Secretary to Government.




