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EDITORIAL

The Tribal Research Bulletin is devoted to provide

objective reading material based on. firsthand field research -

and observation on various aspects of tribal life. Atticles
covering tribal life, culture and their problems as well as
developmental activities going on in tribal areas and its

impact are invited from social scientists and persons having

deep involvement in tribal matters. It is a bi-annual
publication, first of its kind in Maharashtra.

We- have great pleasure in bringing out the Fourteenth issue
of the Bulletin. Besides articles, special news item and
statistics on tribal literacy, important Government
Resolutions have been given. We hope that the material
given will be very useful to the general readers, Government
“Administrators and Executives and to the scholars too. The
Bulletin is playing an important role in diffusing information
on tribal development. |

It is hoped that the papers presented in this volume will
énable further and deeper examination of the problems
and issues concerning tribal communities. The issue may
help in planning and implementation of the relevant
programmes for the tribal communities. The views
expressed in the paper are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Government.

G. M. GARE
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Tribal Education in Mabamibtm:

Some General Considerations

Dr. J. V. FERREIRA

‘Department of Sociology
University of Bombay, Bombay

DUCATION can play a conservative
role in society, or a progressive
role, .or both a conservative
and a progressive role at one
and the same time. For instance,
in an exploratory volume entitled
Education and Anthropology which
was ~edited by the well-known
American anthropologist, George
D. Spindler, published in 1955, it
was stated that education is a cultural
process, that it is an instrument
through which cultures perpetuate
themselves of, in other words, that
it is a process through which the
members of a society assure them-

selves that the behaviour necessary -

to continue their culture is learned,
and further, that education involves
the changing of behaviour in
a desirable direction.

Some anthropologists would like
to be specific and concern themselves,
for instance, with tribal education
in the Mokhada and Jawhar talukas
of the Thane district or some other
talukas and districts : but while
specificity has now come to be
regarded—rightly—as a necessary
guiding concept in tackling tribal
problems, we should not ignore
generality in approaching them, or
else we are likely to fall' -into the
trap of an ever-increasing and dizzy-
ing relativism and particularism.
For hundreds of years the primitive
tribes all over the world remained
relatively static and simple ; and
their own educational processes and
institutions could, therefore, be

regarded as essentially conservative
in nature. Then came the contact
with the advanced civilisations of the
East and the West, a contact which
was often exploitative and some-
times humanitarian and beneficial,
a contact which was often alienative
and disintegrative
culture and only sometimes con-
structive and integrative. As a result
of this contact some tribals began
to realize the value of a ¢ progressive ’
education, but the vast majority of
them have continued to remain
indifferent to its advantages. Thus
Kenneth King, reporting  on
Education and Ethnicity in the Rift
Valley in 1971, says : * Despite the
clear evidence of compensatory
mechanisms that have been part and
parcel of Massai schooling for
several decades, there is still room
for considerable doubt whether the
conventional kind of primary and
secondary education has an attrac-
tion for any but the adoptive or
mixed Massai, and, even with these,
more appear to conform to the
attitudes of the Massai at large than
to those of the peoples from whom
they are partially derived. What
emerges as an area for much more
detailed study . ..is the network of
initiatives and connections between
the alien adoptive elements in
a resistant society and the larger
and more traditional group which
it is hoped that they will influence. *
Most observers of the tribal situation
in India will no doubt -agree that
what Kenneth King says of the
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of the tribal’

Massai in Africa will also apply very
largely to the tribal populations of
India. There are some exceptions
to the general rule of course, and it
is these exceptions which are well
deserving of careful study in order
to elicit the reasons which make
them exceptions. Having got at the
reasons we can then tackle the
problem of tribal education in this
country with greater confidence and
effectiveness. I shall- consider one
such exception later.

In the meanwhile let us ask our-
selves the questions : Should tribal
education be allowed to play a purely
conservative rtole ? Or, should it
be made progressive by compulsion ?
Or, finally, should it be so restruc-
tured that it can play both
a conservative and a progressive
role at one and the same time ? The
logic of a tribal education which
is purely conservative leads us to
the concept of isolation, and
derivatively from it, to reservations
for the tribal populations in order
to preserve them from the exploita-
tion of traders, moneylenders and
landlords and from the disintegra-
tive influences stemming from
outside their habitats. This concept
was once advocated in India by
Hutton and Verrier Elwin and was

rightly denounced by many
thoughtful persons, including
anthropologists, who have ~often

been misrepresented as wanting to
set up reservations so that they
may have museum or laboratory



specimens  for  anthropological
investigations. On the other hand,
the logic of a tribal education which
is purely * progressive > that is to
say, purely like the primary and
secondary schools which exist
generally in the country, propels us
towards the concept of assimilation;
the weakness of which is that it
tends to ignore the significance of
tribal cultures to the tribal people
themselves and the contributions
they can make to the mosaic that is
Indian culture, or composite culture
as it has beed often called. We are
thus, left with a tribal education
which must be both conservative
and progressive at one and the same
time ; and the logic of such an
education leads us to the idea of
integration. The concept of integra-
tion implies that whatever is valuable
in tribal cultures must be retained
and fitted into the general framework
of that which we call Indian culture.
In connection with tribal education
it signifies that we should attempt to
give them the benefits of a ¢ progre-
ssive* education by adapting it to the
ways of life in which the tribes are
presently found. This is a difficult
and challenging task but it is the
most rational and most! humane one
at the present juncture. We should
also note that the Fifth Five-Year
Plan speaks of Integrated Area
Development Plans with' sub-plans
for tribals in order to enable them to
enter the national mainstream.

If one dubs the kind of education,
which is both conservative and
progressive at one and the same
time, °integrative education’, we
are next impelled to ask : What are
the requirements of an integrative
education for the tribal populations
of the country. It would seem to me
that the main requirements are as
follows : (1) Detailed ethnographies
of the various tribal populations
with special reference to their educa-

" who completed .

tional condition ; and (2) Education
through the main occupations of the
tribal peoples concerned in terms
of their habitat.

According to the Census of 1971
the tribal population of Maharashtra
is about 29 and a half lakhs, consti-
tuting 5.9 per cent of the total
population of the State. The State
ranks sixth .among the States in
India from the standpoint of size of
the Scheduled tribe population.
7.8 per cent of India's total
scheduled tribe population resides
in Maharashtra. Of the 44 tribes in
the State, eight are relatively
Important, if one takes population
strength into consideration. These
are the Bhils, the Mahadev Kolis,
the Gonds, the Warlis, the Koknas,
the Thakurs, the Katkaris and the
Gamits. We may note, further, that

195,66 per cent of the scheduled

tribes live in rural areas and only
4.34 per cent in urban areas. About
three and a half lakhs ef these
scheduled tribes population or
11.74 per cent are literates. This
brief inventory of data from the
Census of 1971, thus, helps to
pinpoint two facts : First. that
Maharashtra has a sizeable tribal
population ; and second, that a large
number of this population is
illiterate, and can, thereore, be
considered uneducated on the basis
of what we have called progressive
education.

Furthermore, among the tribes
themselves some are more backward
than others in terms of literacy and
progressive education. Thus Guray,
study of the
Katkaris, the Warlis and the Koknas
in 1971 in the University of Bombay,
reports as follows : The Katkaris
are far behind in education. Out of
a total population of 1,197 persons
from ten katwadis, only 40 or
3.34 per cent could read and write.
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“a  well-known

Of these only one had passed the
Fighth Standard. Till the date of
writing the tribe had not produced -
a single primary teacher from its
ranks. As regards the Warlis they
have a somewhat higher percentage
of literacy than the Katkaris. Out of
1,096 persons, from seven Warli
padas 58 or 5.29 per cent were
literate. Out of the 58 persons, two
had reached the Eleventh Standard
and six had passed the Seventh
Standard. Somte individual ~families
show remarkable progress in educa-
tion. For instance, one family at
Mokhada which consisted of 18
members had twelve who were
literate. Three sons and two
daughters had reached the Eleventh
Standard. Of the three sons two
were working as clerks in the Mam-
latdar’s office at Jawhar and
Mokhada, and one was looking
after the agricultural operations in
the family fields. The father was
headmaster of
a primary school in the area. All
told, however, the rate of educational
progress is slow as is evidenced from
a comparison of the literacry rates
in 1961 and 1971  In 1961 it was
4.72 per cent and in 1971 only 5.29.
per cent. Nevertheless, Gurav,
maintains that if proper opportuni-
ties are offered and adequate facilities
are made available, the Warlis cau
attain a high level of education. The
Koknas, who are considered next
are more progressive than the
Katkaris and Warlis in education,
Out of a total of 1,517 persons.
276 or 18.19 per cent were literate,
They also showed considerable
increase in literacy, since 1961, and
have held a number of posts in
official and non-official organisations

"~ in Dhulia and Nashik districts. Ten

students had passed the graduate’s
examination, and in some talukas
their educational level is not lower
than the lower levels of the Marathas,
A Kokna is a teacher in the Jawhar
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High School, and another had
passed the B.Com. and LL.B.
Examinations. Thus the three tribes
showed different levels of attainment.

But the Koknas are more progressive

than the Katkaris and Warlis
because, as the author believes,
they are conscious of their superi-
ority. Stressing the importance of
detailed ethnographic studies of the
tribes, he adds that the present

tribal situation requires efforts dir-

ected at the integration of the ftri-
bals on two levels—within their
own society and at the same time
within the framework of the larger
Indian society. Finally, he cautions
against the generation of minor
group identities with vested interests
in- - the special ~ constitutional
safeguards.

So much in short on the Katkaris,
the Warlis and the Koknas. But
what of the Mahadev Kolis on
whom we have at our disposal a
booklength ethnographic study by
eminent anthropoligist-sociologist,
Ghurye, published 1957, Ghurye
maintains that education, urban
life and the community projects
have introduced whatever dynamics
one encounters within the tribe.
Mahadev Kolis have shown a rela-
tively keen interest in education
because their youth can take
advantage of the hostels for back-
ward class students which have been
established at central places all
over the area inhabited by them.
Since the Government bears most
of the costs of maintaining these
hostels, the students do not have
to pay for their food or any tuition
fees., Despite this fact many parents
stated that they could not afford
to bear the burden of the necessary
and miscellaneous expenses involved
in the education of their children
and therefore, regrettably, had to
cut short their advancement in this
direction. Hence, Ghurye suggests

that the Government must do more
than provide lodging, boarding and
tuition fees, if education is to spread
rapidly among these people, parti-
cularly as there is a growing desire
for it among them. This is provided
by the fact that the community has
taken the initiative of setting up
some hostels on their own. Lastly,
Ghurye raises the question; Where
has education taken the Mahadev
Kolis? Examining a number of
case-histories, he concludes that
education has led them largely

into the world of the primary

teachers, and to a less extent into
the ranks of clerks and lower
officers. For example, of the 3,037
primary teachers in the employment
of the Poona District Local Board
in 1954, 98 were Mahadev Kolis
and 44 of these were fully trained.

So far as the Thakurs are con-
cerned, their ethnographer, Chapekar
does not tell us much about literacy
and education in their midst. He
points out, however, that they have
no specialized institutions in order
to educate their youth. There is
no formal instruction, but the
children learn through imitation,
play and observation. Nevertheless,
it is worth repeating what two
Thakurs told the ethnographer.
The first said ‘I have received no
education,” but went on to say
‘Progress, according to me, means
education.” The second, an educated
Thakur, said ‘In the old days, there
were hardly any literate people
amongst us’. Why was this so?
Because, he said in explanation;
‘To go to school was considered
a punishment by our people in
those days.’

I shall not refer to Weling’s
early ethnographic work The
Katkaris: A study in  Primitive
Life or to Save’s The Warlis:
A Swmudy of an Aborigingl Tribe

7

of the Bombay Presidency, both of
which, like Ghurye’s, Gurav’s and
Chapekar's ethnographies, were done
in the University of Bombay. I shall
not refer to them not merely because
they were done as early as 1930

~and 1935 respectively, but also

because they regrettably do not
contain much material on education.

In any case, if integrative educa-
tion is to be promoted in the tribal
population of India or, more speci-
ficially, in the tribal populations
of the Thane district in Maharashtra,
it is important to emphasize, as I have
already pointed out and as Gurav
has stated it, the fundamental signi-
ficance of adequate ethnographic
studies of the tribal populations.
[ shall, therefore, rapidly examine
the quantity and quality of the
ethnographic material available to
us, and then go on to indicate ways
and means by which more useful
ethnographic studies can be under-
taken in accordance with our present
day needs. But let me repeat here the
well-known fact that without ade-
quate information and analysis,
no helpful integrative or ameliorative
work can be undertaken in any
direction. This applies as much
to the life of tribal populations as
to that of more advancedr ones.

The British realized this fact
to the full and so began those
pioneering ethnographic compila-
tions which Sir Herbert Risley
inaugurated and which were carried
further by others for the tribes and
castes of Southern India. R. V.
Russell aided by Hiralal gave us four
volumes on the tribes and castes
of the Central Provinces. Crooke
wrote four volumes on the tribes
and castes of North-Western India
and Enthoven gave us three volumes
on the tribes and castes of Bombay;
There were other one-volumed and
two-volumed works by Britisher’s



as well as by Indians, following in
their footsteps, in this genre. As
pioneer works, they served a useful
purpose, but suffered from in-
accuracies and shortcomings. of
various kinds. Their inaccuracies
have been unveiled time and again
through the researches of later field
investigators like - Sarat Chandra
Roy, Verrier Edwin and others, and
their other shortcomings have been
exposed by ethnologists and social
anthropologists seeking compara-
tive or background material for their
studies. Despite these inaccuracies
and shortcomings, however, these
works constitute an indispensable
source for scholars of various
categories.

Other sources like the gazetteers,
census reports, manuals and en-
cyclopaedias compiled by officials,
missionaries or Indian scholars have
the usual advantages and dis-
advantages of their kind. When
interpretations are offered, they are
often sweeping; when information is
supplied, it is often impcomplete
on points of basic interest, Neverthe-
less, as with the ethnographic com-
pilations by Risley and his successors
so with these; they constitute valu-
able early sources despite their
shortcomings, as is exemplified—.
to gquote only two instances—Dby
Hoffman and Emelen’s Encyclo-
paedia Mundarica and by Enthoven’s
three volumes on the tribes and
castes of Bombay,

One of the earliest Indians, as is
well-known, who did immensely
useful work in Indian Anthropology
was Sarat Chandra Roy. It was he
who set an example in depth of
field-work to those Indians who
undertook research among the tribes
in India soon thereafter.  Since
the time of Sarat Chandra Roy
and D. N. Majumdar, soon after
him, anthropology has expanded

"students and

rapidly. Many Indian Anthropolo-
gists, trained either in England,
the U.S.A. or the German-speaking
countries, or in India itself, have
tried to apply what they have
learnt in investigating the tribes
of India. Aiyappan, Srinivas, Dube
are names which strike the mind,
among the more senior of them;
and of course one cannot forget
Ghurye who was trained by the
famous British  anthropologists,
Haddon and Rivers and who set
out to complete several full-length
ethnographies on the tribes of
Western India through his research
research assistants.
Mention must also be made of
Mrs. Karve who did excellent work
ina nd around Poona. I do not intend
to be exhaustive in my enumeration
of the anthropological contribu-
tions of the past and present.
Suffice it to say that the earlier
scholars, the pioneers, laid the
foundations and that the later anthro-
pologists have added considerably
to our corpus of full lenth ethno-
graphies either of the descriptive
variety or the analytical, thus giving
us a fuller picture of the tribal scene.
Today much interest is being con-
centrated—and  rightly so—on
problems of change, transition and
modernization., and re-studies are
being undertaken with this interest
in mind.

There are, as I have pointed out

earlier, 44 tribes in Maharashtra
of which eight are relatively
important from the viewpoint

of population strength. Although
detailed ethnographies would be
very useful, and should be under-
taken in our universities, the
completion of such ethnographies is
time-consuming, and to go into
details of an analytical nature on
all forty-four of them would no
doubt involve an immense span
of time. In any case detailed
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ethnographies on all of them would
not be necessary, since most tribes
in a region tend to conform in
many directions to broad types of
similarities. The selection of those
tribes in the region which could be
instructively investigated at great
length and, therefore, should be
left to the universities in Mah-
arashtra. The anthropologists and
sociologists of the State should be
brought together under the auspices
of the Western Regional Centre of
the ICSSR to chalk out a programme
for such work, to exchange ideas
on the subject and to avoid repetitive
research.

But how do we fill up our gaps in
ethnographic data on the rest of
the 44 tribes in Maharashtra ?
I suggest the coming together of
personnel from the Government of
the State who are in any way
connected with tribal administration
and anthropologists and sociologists
from the universities of the State,
once again under the auspices of
the Western Regional Centre. The

object of bringing these persons
together is to render possible brief
monographs on all the. rest of the
forty-four tribes in Maharashtra

which have not yet been investigated
and written upon in detail. I have in
view monographs of about 100 pages
each, written by trained anthro-
pologists in the universities on the
basis of data collected by district
officers and their assistants or the
personnel of tribal blocks and so on.
The data should be collected in
terms of a uniform schedule prepared
through joint discussions between
the government personnel and the
university anthropologists. Such an
endeavour would make possible a
speedy acquisition of reliable data
on the rest of the forty-four tribes

in this part of the country.
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1 suggest, further, that the unifying
theme in these monographs should
be education. After all, we have
the authority of Gunnar Myrdal,

-among many others, on the key

significance of education in the
developing countries. Here is what
he says. ‘From a development
point of view, the purpose of educa-
tion must be to rationalize attitudes
as well as to impart knowledge and
skills. In the South Asian countries,
which have largely been stagnant
for a long time and where attitudes
antagonistic to  development
have taken firm root and
become institutionalized, the
changing of attitudes requires far
greater emphasis than in the
developed countries, where attitudes
are already more rational, and are
adjusted to permit further rapid
progress. This is one of several
reasons why educational reformers
in South Asia have to guard against
a tendency to adopt uncritically the
educational practices and policies
of the Western countries. ’

Note particularly that Gunnar
Myrdal warns us against the
uncritical adoption of the educa-
tional practices and policies of the
Western countries. This warning
lends further support to the concept
of integrative education to which I
drew attention above. But it might
be well asked : What are the basic
assumptions of such a concept of
integrative education, or better still,
what is the philosophical orientation
which would best act as a foundation
for it ? My answer can be a brief
one—a humanistic philosophy ; but
such condensation calls for an
elaboration. In a book entitled
The Humanist Tradition in Indian
Educational Thought, the Indian
educationist, Saiyidain, examines the
ideas of Rabindranath Tagore.
Mohammad - Igbal, Mahatma
Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam

Azad, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
and Zakir Hussain and in a chapter
instructively entitled ‘ Building the
Bridge * sums up their views on the
subject. A humanistic approach
stresses all that is good and creative
in human endeavours: it is not
parochial or intolerant ; on the
contrary it lays emphasis on under-
standing and reconciliation among
human groups and between ideas,
ideals and values. In fact, unity in
diversity is its overall aim, and the
maintenance of a proper balance
between tradition and modernity is
its immediately underlying purpose.
As Saiyidain puts it, ‘In country
like India, which is so ‘deeply
weighted with the burden of the
past and spurred by the urgencies
of the present, and the pulls of the
future, where there is so much
cultural and social diversity, it is
obviously of the utmost importance
to maintain a proper balance
between tradition and experiment
between the national heritage and
the human heritage, between claims
of reason and the light of intuition,
between science and technology and
religion and vision, between the
world of matter and the world of
spirit>. The humanistic approach
to education recognizes the dynamic
potentialities ' of man ; it warns
against the danger of a more
accumulation of material goods and
the mad pursuit of pleasure for the
sake of pleasure ; it attaches a high
value to the unfolding of indi-
viduality in the child, and accord-
ingly, underlings-concern for the
life of the spirit, cultivation of
intelligence,  encouragement  of
freedom, moral goodness, courage,
tolerance, love of work, sense of
justice, feeling of compassion and
capacity for  detachment. The
humanist approach is one which pins
its faith to the development of man
as a whole and of every man.
Education is not envisaged in the
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restricted terms of mere instruction,
but has to plunge into questions of
value, personal . character and
national development. It has to
work towards a more rational and
humane future. ‘ The alternative
to thinking courageously and acting
creatively,” says the author, ©is
disaster.” This is indeed, aptly and
pertinently said.

And how, generally speaking is
this humanistic philosophy to be
applied to the tribal peoples in their
special circumstances ? The answer
was given in 1957 in a book The
Philosophy  for Nefa—which
influenced Jawaharlal Nehru very
much as he himself confesses in a
foreword to it. It is an answer
which cannot be bettered. Its
author, Verrier Elwin, who identified
himself entirely with India and in
particular with the tribes of India,
says ;  Today we can see the tribal
peoples without sentiment, but
equally without prejudice. Isolation
in the modern world is impossible.
The old controversy about zoos and
museums has long been dead. We
do not want to preserve tribal
culture in its colour and beauty to

. interest the scientist or attract the

tourists. To try to preserve and
develop the best elements in tribal

~art, religion and culture is something

very different from wishing to keep
the people in a zoo.” We have seen
that in his early phase of contacts
with the tribal peoples, Elwin had
advocated the idea of isolation
and reservations in order to protect
them from the exploitation of money-
lenders, traders and land-grabbers.
That he later condemned the idea
redounds to his credit. He expressly
disavows any intention of desiring
to preserve the tribals as museum
specimens. ‘ We do not want to
preserve the tribesmen as museum
specimens, * he says, ‘but equally
we do not want to turn them into



clowns in a circus. We do not want
to stop the clock of progress, but
we do not want to see that it keeps
the right time. We do not accept
the myth of the Noble Savage; but
we do not want to create a class of
Ignoble Serfs.” And  certainly
Elwin meant what he said. For,
had he not shown his total identifica-
tion with the tribes by first marrying
a Gond girl, and when the marriage
broke up through no fault of his
own, a Pardhan girl, a second
marriage which proved extremely
successful ? If  isolation and
assimilation are to be eschewed,
what remains ? Integration, of
course. In this connection Flwin
says ; ‘ We see now that the tribal
people will be of the greatest service
to India if they are able to bring their
own peculiar treasures into the
common life, not by becoming
second-rate copies of ourselves.
Their moral virtues, their self--
reliance, their courage, their artistic
gifts, their cheerfulness are things we
need. They also need the comrade-
ship, the technical knowledge, the
wider world-view of the plains. The
great problem is how to develop the
synthesis, how to bring the blessings
and advantages of modern medicine,
agriculture and education to them,
without destroying the rare and
precious values of tribal life. ° Thus
integration is the aim, but at the
same time its implementation is a
great problem.. How are we to go
about the task of integration or
synthesis ? How are we to bring
the tribes into the national main-
stream, as the Fifth Five Year Plan
puts it, without destroying thei
culture and its core values; for with
that destruction, we must remember,
they themselves will be destroyed ?
What is the solution to this ticklish
problem ? *We can solve this
problem’, Elwin replies, * if we do
not try to go too fast, if we allow
the people a breathing-space i

which to adjust themselves to the
new world : if we do not overwhelm
them with too many officials : if we
aim at fundamentals and ecliminate
everything that is not vitally
necessary ; if we go to them in
genuine love and true simplicity. In
a word, if we follow Mr. Nehru’s
policy, there is a chance we may
succeed; if we do not, it is certain
we will fail.” In short, Elwin’s
solution is Philanthropology.

Having dealt with the first require-
ment of an integrative education for
the tribal peoples, that is to say, the
requirement of adequate information
having dealt,’ farthermore, with the
philosophical orientation which is,
in my view, in accord with it, it is
time now to turn to our second re-
quirement--education through the
main occupations of the tribal
peoples in terms of their habitat.

A number of thinkers—I shall
name only three of them : Tagore,
Gandhi and Geddes—have accen-
tuated the notion of education in
natural surroundings and through
crafts or occupations which would
offer first-hand experiences to the
ones being educated. Togore was
a poet and felt that a free contact
with nature would draw out the
sense of wonder and unleash the
power of creativity in young minds,
thus making them joyous and active
participants in the task of preserving
what was best in the national tradi-
tion and in recreating it in terms of
the changing circumstances that the
onward march of mankind engenders.
This poetic approach to nature must
also be borne in mind when we are
dealing with the tribals and their
education. As is well known a large
majority of them live in rural areas
and will continue to do so for some

- time to come, the increasing rate of

urbanization in India notwithstand-
ing. The aesthetic aspects of this
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life in the bosom of nature must be
intelligently exploited in handling
tribal education ; for, this is one of
the important avenues into the well
springs of the human personality,
depths from which arise all that we
cherish in human activity—co-opera-
tiveness, creativity, life enchance-
ment and a sense of community.
While Tagore was a poet, Gandhi
was a thinker who. ruthlessly cut
through the thickets of our over-
urbanized and excessively artificial
existence. He pointed out that in
slavish imitation of the Western
countries we had severed education
from the concrete, meaningful rea-
lities of life, Our education has
escaped from direct experience ; we
have grown afraid of hard work :
and we have caused the richness of
our social relationships to atrophy.
We have surrounded ourselves with
books and have, accordingly, trans-
formed ourselves into bookworms.
Therefore, it is necessary to put
education back into the centre of
life, to so restructure it that it will
emerge directly from life as it is
lived and return to it in order to
enrich it. This was Gandhi’s central
notion in the basic education
which he developed and in which,
he insisted, knowledge should be
imparted through the crafts in
which the people engage themselves.
These are interesting ideas which
are likely to be overlooked because
their implementation necessitates
imagination, patience and dedication,
in a word, philanthropology. As
regards the tribals, there can be no
doubt that the application of these
ideas in their midst would lead to
a revitalisation of their lives. - Like
Gandhi, the biologist, sociologist,
town-planner  and educationist,
Patrick Geddes, also underlined
the wvalue of concreteness in
reforming  education. He did
not hesitate to condemn mere
bookishness or an obsession with
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examinations. Through his notion
of the Valley Section he related
education to the various occupations
that arose naturally from the nature
of the environment in which people
found themselves. Thus there were
wood-cutters, shepherds, cultivators,
fishermen and so on : and an ade-
quate education consisted in learning
all that the habitat had to offer
through the pursuits corresponding
with the habitat. Our young people
must be prepared to dirty their
fingers and so learn through direct
experience. By living we learn was
Geddes’s motto. We may note here
that this turning of the spotlight on
concreteness—to put the matter in
a nutshell—has begun to catch the
imagination of the world. It is
the leading idea in Maoist China, in
the quest of the Hippies for a less
artificial existence and in our own
National Service Schemes.

But to turn one’s mind a little to
particulars. When we are concerned
with tribal education, we are largely
dealing with education at the primary
level. It has been well said that
education in the tribal areas is much
too serious a matter to be left to
school-masters—and, may we add, to
Government personnel. Evidently,
in the reformulation and reformation
of primary education in the tribal
areas, anthropologists, primary
school teachers, Government person-
nel, educationists and social workers
should be brought together on
a common platform in order to
offer their expertise and experience
towards the attainment of a fruitful
pattern of tribal education. It is
true that we have had seminars and
conferences before on the subject
of tribal education in India, but we
should not be deterred by that fact
in holding meetings of the above-
mentioned persons in Maharashtra
in order to deal adequately with the
tribal populations of the State. Such

a meeting could consider the actual
role of Government officers working
in tribal areas and their potentialities
in the education of the tribals in
specialized matters like forestry,
health, hygiene and medicine, politi-
cal affairs and the like. It could
consider the problem of training
primary school teachers specially
for tribal education and of recruiting
them as far as possible from the
ranks of the tribes themselves.
It could give special attention to the
problem of restructuring primary
education at the tribal level along
lines mentioned above. The entire
idea of theAshram School introduced
by the Government of India in
1953-54 and partly implemented by
the Government of Maharashtra
requires to be carefully evaluated.
What better mode of evaluating
such schools of which there are
nineteen in the Thane district,
scattered over its various talukas,
then to make them the principal term
of reference of the body suggested
above for the purpose of examining
the nature and progress of tribal
education in Maharashtra. These and
other problems connected with the
task of restructuring tribal education
can be best answered through an
exchange of views and experience. In
this paper I do not ntend to venture
into these particulase myself, since
I am concerned mainly with general
considerations.

Instead I shall conclude by
referring to the findings of two
research undertakings completed
recently in the Department of
Sociology of the University of
Bombay. The first by Anita Horsey
was on the impact of modernization
on the socio-cultural life of the
Warlis in Dahanu and Talasari
and was completed in 1974, and the
second by Nalini Natarajan was on
the matrilineal Khasis and was also
completed in 1974. The noted anthro-
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pologist, Jules Henry, has suggested
that educative processes, com-
munication theory and culture
theory ought to be brought
together. In her research under-
taking Horsey attempts to
do just that. She points out that
meaningful communication is the
key to open up the process of
modernization in a constructive and
integrative manner. If education is
largely a matter of communication
through a change agent—and the
teacher is an important change agent
—Horsey’s hypothesis, which she
has sought to apply in her research
on the Warlis, should be of great
interest to those who are concerned
with integrative tribal education.
Horsey's hypothesis, as applied to
the Warlis runs as follows : Com-
munication processes are very signifi-
cant elements of modernization and

development. Therefore, where
communication  processes  are
undeveloped, modernization  is

obstructed. Since, however, there
is a lack of meaningful communica-
tion with sources of change among
the Warlis, this explains the low
impact of modernization among
them. Further, all the important
elements of a society move forward
together in general (that is, economic
improvement, literacy improvement,
social status, political consciousness
and the like). But within this general
pattern, there will be variations from
village to village. Among the Warlis
at the present stage of transition
from the traditional to the modern,
the role of the change agent (lor
our purposes, the teacher) is crucial
because he is the link between them
and the source of innovation. But
on what will the success of the
change agent's or teacher’s program-
mes depend? On his ability to
awaken in the tribals a consciousness
of felt needs, on the compatability
of the programmes with tribal
cultural beliefs, attitudes and values.



on the extent to which he involves
the tribals themselves in planning
change ; and particularly on the
importance he attaches 'to . getting
the cooperation of ' the - local
opinion-leaders in planning' the
change, in carrying it out and in
evaluating it.

Thus Horsey gives us four ingre-
dients for the success of the change
agent or teacher. But underlying
these, must be an animating spirit or
the enterprise is likely to come
a cropper. Nalini Natarajan invites
our attention to this animating
spirit. She tells us that the matri-
lineal Khasis of the north-east of
India have come a long way; they
are at the threshold of the modern
age and are today proud participants
in the destiny of the nation. What
is the reason for this success story ?
The answer is missionary zeal, the
zeal of the Christian missionary
societies and of the Ramakrishna
mission, both of whom lent tribal
education a very high degrec of
importance.

Therefore, we may conclude that
without this animating, propelling
zeal, neither the anthropologlst nor
the Government officer, neither the
educationist nor the social worker
can be successful in undertakmg the
task of tribal, uplift in general and
of tribal education in particular.
What, in other words, is an absolute
necessity is Phllanthropology,anthro-
pology animated by love.
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Abstract

HE PRESENT study was under-

taken, when a quite number of
villages were uprooted for the sake
of construction of Upper Kolab
Project and establishment of
NALCO complex in Koraput Dist-
rict, Orissa. The attitudes of these
affected people, who are mostly
tribals could be taken as an impor-
tant ingredients for formulating
various measures of rehabilitation.

Introduction

The Government is setting up
various types of industries, irrigation
projects and other non-traditional
activities in backward tribal areas.
The main objective alongwith
balanced regional development has
been the upliftment of local tribal
and other backward people by provi-
ding them employment and other
social and economic benefits.
Although these large projects will
promote economic growth of the
region, technological skill formation
of the people and induce benefits
like generation of employment,
improvement in  transportation
networks, development of other

infrastructure etc. They will also
cause large social and economic
disasters to the local people who will
be subjected to eviction due to
construction of the large projects.

Since independence, a number of
large projects like steel plants at
Rourkela and Jamsedpur, HAL at
Sunabeda, irrigation projects like
Machkund Balimela etc., have been
established in backward tribal areas.
At present, NALCO Upper Kolab,
Talchar fertilizer plant etc., are under
implementation. Due to these pro-
jects, a large scale of displacement
will take place. The affected people,
who are mostly tribals, are ethinically
as well as historically backward will
need planned rehabilitation with
minimum dislocation in the life
styles. For planned rehabilitation
the attitudes and opinions of the
affected people, should be taken as
most important ingredients for
formulating various rehabilitation
measures. Keeping the above in
view, the present paper makes an
attempt to study the attitudes of the
affected people towards various
rehabilitation measures.
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The Study Area

The present study was undertaken
in NALCO upper Kolab project
area of Koraput District in Orissa.
A total of about 8514 families due to
Upper Kolab irrigation project and
897 families due to NALCO project
are affected due to land acquisition.
Further, many more families are
affected indirectly with the execuation
of these two projects. Thus NALCO
upper Kolab project area presents
a case for studying the attitudes of
the affected people towards various
rehabilitation measures.

Methodology

The study covered 200 households
in seven affected villages. Out  of
200 households 40 per cent are from
NALCO area and the remaining
60 per cent are from Upper Kolab
Project area. Communitywise distri-
bution shows that 53 per cent are
tribals, 12 per cent scheduled castes
and the remaining 35 per cent
belong to the other caste
communities. A questionnaire was
administered to the heads of the
households by wusing random
sampling technique to elicit the
information from the respondents.



Results and Discussion
Attitudes towards projects

It is a great shock to the people
to hear that their houses, properties

and other belongings, which are so
dear to them would be acquired by

the projects for public purposes.

TaBLE No. 1

Reactions about the Projects

(In percentage)

Fear of Happiness  Help in Opportunity  Others
Community displacement  over the eradication for employ-
projects  of poverty ment
Scheduled Tribes .. 41.5 22.6 22.5 20.8 21.2
Scheduled Castes .. 62.5 12.5 25.0 e 12.5
Other Castes o 54.3 8.6 31.4 17.1 7.2
Total .. 48.5 16.5 27.5 18.5 11.0

Note.—The total percentage is more than 100 as some of them gave more than one

answer.

The degree of sensitivity of feeling
varies from community to commu-
nity. Perhaps it was greatest shock
to Scheduled Castes, when they first
heard about the projects. Thus
62,5 per cent of Scheduled Caste
have reacted the fear of displacement.
when first heard about the projects.
On the whole 48.5 per cent are
reacted fear of displacement, 16.5
per cent felt happy to know about
the projects. While 27.5 per cent
expressed that projects will help in
eradication of poverty and 18.5
per cent are hoping for employment,
when they first heard about the
projects.

In the belief of the tribal and
other backward people, their area is
the abode of their gods and the
spirits of their ancestors, which are
to them inseparable from their
daily life. During the interview many
of them burst into tears which
indicates the depth of agony, the
love for home and attachment to
their own land.

Opiition towards Compensation

Further, when asked what they
would do, if their lands and houses
are acquired by the projects, all of
them showed helplessness and expre-
ssed that Government should come
forward for their help. The compen-
sation suggested by the project
authorities are not always liked by
the affected people and they expre-
ssed various alternative forms of
compensation. The opinions have
been presented in Table No. 2.

TaABLE No. 2
Opinions towards the form of
Compensation
(in percentage)

Land Land Entirely
Community and and monetary
costof buit compen-
house house sation

Schedule Tribes 34.0 36.8 29.2
Schedule Castes 37.5 54.2 8.3
Other Castes 21.4 31.4 45.7

Total .. 30.0 37.0 32.5

Note.—One person did not respond to
this question.
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It has been observed that majority
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes are in favour of land and
built house as an alternative for
paying the compensation. While
other caste people expressed that
entirely monetary compensation may
be paid. This may be that caste
people have a fair amount of
common sense and they are confi
dent, if equitable compensation and
adequate facilities are provided, they
can seek their fortune with added
enthusiam. Thus 37.0 per cent are
in favour of land and built house,
32.5 per cent monetary compensa-~
tion and the remaining 30,0 per cent
are in favour of land and cost of
house, as an alternative for paying
compensation.

Attitudes towards Association in
the Colony
The tribal and other backward
people have a strong emotional
attachment to their soil. When they
are forced to leave their house and
other belongings, they feel most
insecured. It has been suggested
that the opinions of the affected
people towards likeliness for associ-
ation in the colony, should be taken
into consideration and accordingly,
the resettlement colonies may be
planned. This will give some conso-
lation to the affected people and
thus minimising their apprehensive-
ness.
TABLE No. 3
Opinions towards likeliness for

associotion in the Colony
(in percentage)

With

own/ With “;i:h

Community caste/ co-work- oth:r
Tribe ers :

people

people

Schedule Tribe 43.9 42.6 13.2
Schedule Caste 62.5 12.5 25.0
Other Castes 27.1 48.6 22.8
Total 40,0 41.0 18.0

Note.—Two persons did not respond ‘o
this question.
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It is clear from table No. 3, that
majority of Scheduled Castes and
Schedule Tribes liked to live
with their own caste/tribe people.
On the other hand majority of caste
people prefered to live with the
co-workers. Thus on the whole
40-0 per cent would like to live in
a colony with their own caste or
tribal people, While 41.0 per cent
answered that they would prefer to
live with co-workers and the remain-
ing 18.0 per cent have no choice
regarding the association in the
colony.

It has been observed during the
interview that there are prejeduces
among the different tribes and castes
and thus they maintain social
distances. For avoiding this, it is
suggested that there should be
proper caste and tribewise group-
ing. The groupings = should be
done with the objective of avoiding
economic, social and cultural
conflicts. The resettlement should
be done caste and tribewise for
ensuring choesion and unity for
avoiding conflicts.

towards type of educa-
tion.—Education is one of the pre-

Opinion

requisite for proper rchabilitation.
Innumerable difficulties stand in
the way to break through the barriers
of age old social customs and make
them realise the advantages of being
educated.
grammes relating to education and

The development pro-

skill formation should be given
prime importance in the rehabili-
tation measures.

TABLE No. 4
Opinions towards type of suitable Education
(in percentage)
School/ Off time
Community College Vocational Agricultural Informal adult
Education oriented education
Scheduled Tribes S 17.9 39.6 25.5 8.5 5.7
Scheduled Castes ¥ 25.0 25.0 20.8 4.2 15.0
Other castes 2 15.7 41.4 10.0 11.4 18.0
Total ;= 18.0 38.5 19.5 9.0 12.5

Note.—3 persons did not respond to this question.

From Table 4, it is evident that
38.5% of them answered that
vocational education is most suitable.
About 19.5% preferred agricultural
oriented education. While 18.0%
are infavour of formal school and

college education and 9.09% opted
for informal education. The remain-
ing 12.5%  opreferred off time
adult education.

Further when asked about the
most dominant barrier, that restrains

TaBLE No. 5

them from securing good jobs
(Table No. 5) reveals that lack of
skill is the most dominant barrier
for getting good jobs (44.5%)
followed by lack of  education
(27.0%) and non-availability of the
opportunities (12.5%).

Opinions towards most dominant barrier to get good jobs

(in percentage)

Non-
Community Lack of Lack of Lack of availability of Lack of

education skill contact opportunity information

Scheduled Tribes 27.4 46.2 7.5 14.2 2.8

Scheduled Castes 25.0 45.8 16.7 8.3 4.2

Other Castes 27.1 41.4 ) 8.7 11.4 11.4

Total 27.0 4.5 9.0 12.5 6.0

S Nore.—a persons did not answer to this question.
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and Plant Protection Chemicals
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AGRICULTURE is the main occupat-
ion for most of the tribes in India.
It is an established fact that, the tribal
agriculture is mostly subsistence in
nature and is characterised by the
production of food grains just
sufficient to meet their requirements
generally at a low level of living.
Sangle and Kulkarni (1980) while
explaining the position of farming
1. e. followed by Gond and Pardhan
tribes of Maharashtra have correctly
stated that, the tribals mostly live
in the hilly and forest regions which
are inaccessible. Their economy is
unstructured and non-specialised.
The various technologies like seeds,
fertilisers, plant protection chemicals,
implements etc., are not accepted
by these tribals as accepted by
certain non-tribal communities.

The use of chemical fertilisers and
plant protection chemicals are the
crucial aspects of successful crop
production. In tribal area, how-
ever, the use of chemical fertilisers
and plant protection chemicals is
very limited. In the present study
attempt was made to study the

extent of use of chemical fertilisers
and plant protection chemicals by
the tribal farmers of Surgana taluka
of Nashik district in Maharashtra
State,

According to 1981 census, the
Surgana Taluka had 91.77 per cent
tribal population, dominated by
kokna tribe. The other tribes like
Mahadev Koli, Thakur etc. are in
minority. The study of cropping
pattern in Surgana Taluka indicates
that Nagali (Niger) is the main
crop, which constitutes 70.39 per
cent of the total net cropped area.
Pulss are grown on 10.84 per cent
of the net cropped area. Other
crops like Jawar, wheat, groundnut
etc. are grown on less than 5.00
per cent of net cropped area each.
Fruits and vegetables are grown
on 0,04 per cent of net cropped area.

For planning and implementing
any special programme on tribal
agricultural research or development,
it would be imperative to know the
extent of use of chemical fertilizers
and plant protection chemicals by
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the tribal farmers which would
provide a sound base for the planners
and researchers to plan further
agricultural development  and
research programmes for the benefit
of tribal farmers and thereby to
bring the prosperity planned and
aspired in so far neglected but
indivisible tribal segments of Indian
population. The present research
work was undertaken with the
following specific objectives :—

(1) To study the use of chemical
fertilisers and plant protection
chemicals by small, medium and
large categories of the tribal
farmers.

(2) To study the hectare use of
chemical fertilizers (NPK) and
plant protection chemicals by the
small, medium and large categories
of tribal farmers.

(3) To study the per hectare
expenditure on chemical fertilizers
and plant protection chemical
made by the small, medium and
large categories of tribal farmers.




Niethodology

The present investigation was
carried out in the tribal area of
Surgana Taluka of Nashik district
in Maharashtra State. Out of 156
villages in the block, 15 villages
were selected by using the method
of simple random sampling for the
study. List of tribal farmers from
the selected villages was prepared.
From the list of the farmers 200

farmers were selected by simple
random sampling technique with
proportionate allocation.

The data on use of chemical
fertilizers and plant protection
chemicals was collected from the
tribal farmers by survey method with
the help of specially  designed
schedule. The data on extent of
use of chemical fertilizers and plant
protection chemicals were compiled

TABLE No. 1

and analysed to work out per
hectare use on net cropped area
basis.

Findings and Discussion

1.- Use of chemical Fertilizers and
plant  protection Chemicals by the
tribal farmers.—The data on use of
chemical - fertilizers - and plant
protection ' chemicals by triba
farmers is presented in Table No. 1

Distribution of tribal farmers by their use of chemical fertilizers and plant protection chemicals.

Farmers category

Serial Particulars - Total
No. Small Medium Large
No.P.C. No.P. C. ° No.P. C. No. P. C.
1 2 3 ' 43 5 6
N-92 N-61 N-47 N-200
I. Chemical Fertilizers ;
1 No. of farmers not using 73 79.34 43 70.49 27 57.44 $432cd1
fertilizers.
2 No. of farmers using fertilizers 19 20.66 18 29.51 20 42.56 57 28.50
II.  Plant Protection Chemicaly .
1 No. of farmers not using 91 98.91 58 95.08 41 87.23 190 95.0
plant protection chemicals.
2 No. of farmers using plant 15109 3 4.92 6 12.77 10 5.00
protection chemicals.
It can be observed from Table 1 TABLE No. 2
LB PEE el O.f e “”_"?1 facmees Per hectare use of fertilizers and plant protection chemicals by the
were using chemical fertilizers. As ;
: tribals farmers. :
regards use of plant protection lin
chemical, it is seen that very Farmers Category
negligible number (5 per cent) of S:Il'ial Particulars R Overall
the tri : 0. Small edium Large
e rlt?al farmers were using plant N.92 Nisi N7 N200
protection  chemicals. It  was 1 3% ' R 5 7
noticed that the percentage of tribal = 7 s i o e =
farmers using chemical fertilizers and R O il s
plant protection chemicals increased 1. Fertilizers—
with increase in the farm size. (1) Per hectare use of 1.22 kg. 0.80 kg. 0.70 kg. 0.84 ke.
Nitrogen (N).
3 2) Per hectare use of
2. Per hectare use of chemical ()P: o, (';',) 5
fertilizers and plant  protection- (3) Per hectare use of . .
chemicals.—The information re- K, O (K).
gari?li.ng per hectare Utilization_ of II. Plant Protection chemicals—
fertilizers and plant protection (1) Per Hectare use of 0.02kg ~ 0.14kg. ~ 0.11kg  0.10kg
chemicals by the different categories B. H. C.'10 per cent. g £
Of the farmcrs iS presented (2) Per hectare use of Ropar: .... 0.007 0.003
Table No. 2. (Lit.) ((Lit )

17



It is observed from table 2 that,
a overall mean for per hectare
utilization of Nitrogen worked out
to be 0,84 kg. The utilizatien of
fertilizers, however showed the
decreasing trend over the size of
farmsi.e. the per hectare expenditure
on fertilizer was more on small
farms as compared to large farms.
This might be due to the fact that,
the small farmers, were compara-
tively more efficient users of chemical
fertilizers. Similar findings were
reported by Bhati (1976).

It can be noted that, tribal farmers
were using only nitrogenous ferti-
lizers. As regards per hectare utiliza-
tion of plant protection chemicals,
table 2 shows that, overall mean for
per hectare utilization of per hectare
utilization of BHC 10 per cent dust

and Rogar was 0,10 kg. and
0.003 lit. respectively. Only one
farmer used Rogar for paddy crop.

The reasons for meagre use of
fertilizers and plant protection chemi-
cals might be the lack of irrigation,
absence of multiple cropping, lack
of knowledge and perceived high
cost of these critical inputs. In
addition to the above, the use of
these inputs. Similar findings were
reported by Sisodia er al., (1970)
and Patil and Pawar (1981).

3. Per hectare expenditure on ferti-
lizers and Plant protection chemicals.

In addition to the use of chemical
fertilizers and plant protection
chemicals, the per hectare expendi-
ture is also worked out and presented
in table 3.

TaBLE No. 3
Per hectare expenditure on fertilizers and plant protection chemicals by
tribal farmers.
Farmers Cateogry Overall
Serial Particulars Expenditure
No. Small Medium Large per hectare
N-92 N-61 N-47 N-200
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Net cropped area in hectare  104.70 145.28 244 .81 494.79
2 Per hectare expenditure on 6-64 4.33 3.79 4.55
fertilizers (Rs.).
3 Per hectare expenditure on  4-04 0.27 0.78 0.48
plant protection chemicals
(Rs.).
Total expenditure (Rs.) i 6.68 4.60 4.57 5.03
Table 3 reveals that, per hectare showed the decreasing trend over

expenditure on fertilizers worked
out to Rs. 4,55, The per hectare
expenditure on fertilizers, however

the size of the farm. It is also seen
from the above table, that at the
overall level per hectare expenditure
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on purchase of plant protection
chemicals worked out to Rs. 0.48,
the per hectare expenditure on
purchase of plant protection
chemicals increased as the farm
size increased. At overall level per
hectare expenditure on fertilizers
and plant protection chemicals
worked out to Rs. 5.03 which is
very meagre.

Conclusion

The per hectare use of chemical
fertilizers and plant protection chemi-
cals by different categories of tribal
farmers was very meagre. It is,
suggested that the
tribal farmers be educated and

therefore,

convinced by the extension agency
about the use of chemical fertilizers
and plant protection chemicals and
their importance in obtaining highe,
crop yields.
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_STUDY of displaced people is of
recent for the social scientists

in India. The reason for this is
increased concern with industrializa-
tion seems clear. The displacement
of tribal populations ‘from their
traditional habitat and the conse-
quent exposure to new cultural
milieu, have created many problems
for both the tribals and the adminis-
tration. Similar situation came into
existence when the Government of
India established the East Coast
Rocket Launching Station in 1969
at Sriharikota Island in Nellore
District, Andhra Pradesh. The Is-
landers  about 10,000 including
a fair proportion of Scheduled
Tribe (Yanadi) did not desire reloca-
tion but they had no alternative
other than submission to the plans
of the- Government of India. The
evacuation programme was linked
with a rehabilitation scheme.

The present paper deals with the
relocation and rehabilitation of the
Yanadis of Sriharikota Island. The .
data for the study were collected
from the secondary sources such as
official records and the field work
conducted among the Yanadis
during 1978-80. Relocated Yanadis
are those who have been ordered
by an external authority to leave its *

traditional habitat for another desti-
nation by an external authority for
a particular purpose of a larger
interest of society viz., the esta-
blishment of East Coast Rocket
Launching Station at Sriharikota
Island. Rehabilitation ® programme
is the programme which- aims

at the resettlement of the displaced

communities with a genuine feeling
to provide them better means of
socio-economic development.

The Yanadis, a prominent Scheduled
Tribe of Andhra Pradesh living
in Nellore district were in consi-
derable number in the Island.
Sriharikota Island lies between Bay
of Bengal and the Pulicat Lake
possessing good reserve forest and
cultivable lands. The Yanadis are
the ex-criminal tribe and one of
the original inhabitants of the Island.
They were the workers of the Island
being servants of the neighbouring
caste people. Some of them were
engaged by the Forest Department
in works and many were in the
services of the fuel coupe contrac-
tors. They also depend on fishing,
the collection of roots and tubers and
hunting. As they were food gather-
ing tribe, their life and the Island
environment were closely related.
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Due to displacement most of
tribals have lost their traditional
eco-social and cultural system. - The
breakdown of a stable¥society and
a stable organfsation always causes
disorganisation and disintegration
in all spheres. Due to sudden
changes in thezéco-cultural systems,
there are found to be some problems
of adaptation resulting in changes
in all aspects. The displaced families
have been given compensation
for their property. Most of them
were reflabilitated at different places
of Nellore District. Those who were
not willing to resettle in the colonies
were paid the ex-gratia amount of
Rs. 500 and conveyance charges to
resettle at their selected places.
Most of the Yanadis were resettled
at different places along the side
of the Buckingham Canal wherever
they find the works in casuarina
gardens.  The Government bas
provided two colonies one at
Mannarpolur and another at
Golagamudi in Nellore District. But

_the Yanadis rehabilitated atthe two

colonies left the ‘colonies as they
were not adjusted to the local
conditions.

Rehabilitation Programmes

To rehabilitate the 79 families
of the Yanadi, two places were



selected. Although the non-Yanadi
of the Island were 'given an oppor-
tunity to select the places of rehabili-
tation, such an opportunity was not
extended to the Yanadi for selecting
suitable sites for their rehabilitation.
Simply, the then Collector of Nellore
District ordered the Reclamation
_ Officer to bring some of the Yanadi
families to an old colony by name
Golagamudi and the others at
‘Mannarpolur. )

The Reclamation Départment of
Nellore District constructed the
Golagamudi colony for the denotified
castes such as Dommara, Pamula,
Vadde and the denotified tribe of
Yerukula, However, the families
of - Pamula, Vadde and Yerukula
abandoned the colony in 1970 and
consequently nearly 30 houses were
kept vacant. The 39 Yanadi families
collected from different villages in
the Island were accomodated in the
vacant houses of this colony.

In the beginning, the Reclamation
Department supplied cooked food
to the Yanadi Islanders for a few
days and gradually it was‘replaced
by a few measures of rice for every
family on every day and stopped
even the supply of rice after a few
days to make them independent.
Cultivable lands were allotted to
every family. Agricultural imple-
ments were also supplied to each
family. Five pairs of buffaloes were
given to the colony for cultivation.
Fishing nets were also supplied to
them to fish in the nearby tank called
Sarvepalle tank. The residential
school located in Sriharikota Island,
was also shifted to this colony.
A big portrait of/Lord Venkateswara
was given to them for daily prayers.
As the colony was new to the Yanadi
Islanders, the Reclamation Depart-

ment took much care and the
Reclamation Officer visited the
colony very frequently. In the

_environment  at

beginning, the Department itself
cultivated some dry crops in the

land allotted to the colony. Even

before. the crops ripened the Yanadi

. abandoned the colony.

The Mannarpolur colony lies at
a distance of 20 kms. from Srihari-
kota Island. The soils are very hard,
rocky and with a low water-table.
There are no trees in the colony site
to give shade. Each Yanadi family
spent the hutment grant of Rs. 100
for the construction of a house on
the site allotted to it. The land
allotted to each family was to be
reclaimed. The Revenue Department
did not provide irrigation facilities,
drinking water wells, community
halls, school building and inputs

* for agriculture as provided in the

other rehabilitation colonies. After

two months of their stay, all the .
Yanadis abandoned the colony.

Factors for abandoning the colonies

The Yanadi could not adapt
themselves to the conditions of the

colonies, owing to environmental,
socio-cultural, administrative and
psychological factors.

Environmental factors

In contradistinction with the
abundance of resources available in
the old environment, there were
meagre resources in the environ-
ment of both the colonies. The
rehabilitated Yanadis had to compete
with the other ethnic groups to
exploit the environment. The new
Mannarpolur
provided none of the secondary
sources of subsistence such as jungle
wealth and fishing and hunting
grounds which existed in the old
environment. However, the Golaga-
mudi colony had a big tank in its
neighbourhood. The tank provided
some fish but the waters were full
ofleeches. Hence, the Yanadis found
it difficult to fish in the leech-
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infested waters. Apart from this,
the Yanadis before their displace-
ment, were accustomed to a type of
easy way of getting their daily menu
which included fish, meat and wild
vegetables. This was not possible
in the colonies.

Socio-cultural factors

- Several cultural factors also came
into * play. The Yanadis attached
great deal of importance to the
selection of a site for establishing
a settlement. The selection of sites
for the colonies was neither in
conformity with their beliefs nor in
congruence with their environmental
and socio-cultural considerations.
Every problem they faced during the
initial days of rehabilitation, was

‘attributed to the anger of spirits

believed to be inhabiting the site.
The Government selected the site
according to the availability of
vacant land, without taking into
consideration the tribal beliefs. The
Yanadi settlers- believed that their
old gods and spirits still living in
their old environment were control-
ling their destinies in the new lands.

Another area where

cultural

factors played a dominant role,
was the type of shelter required by

the Yanadis. The huts of the Yanadis
before their displacement were
compact, cozy if not spacious in
conformity with the environmental
conditions. On the contrary, in the
rehabilitation centre of Golagamudi,
the type of construction itself was
not to the taste of the Yanadis.

The tiled houses were old and were-

inconvenient to them,

Even the residential pattern in the
rehabilitation colonies did not
conform to the cultural norms of
the Yanadi Islanders. Especially in
Golagamudi colony, it was difficult
for the Yanadi settlers to adjust with

the different ethnic groups. The
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‘neighbourhood pattern also was

not according to the wishes of the
Yanadis. In the Mannarpolur
colony, the Yanadis could not adjust
conditions.  They
were habituated to the use of plenty
of potable water and accustomed to
living on fine sand before displace-
ment. There was no provision for
sacred hut in the rehabilitation
colonies. '

Another area where the socio-
cultural factors played a role was
the sense of belongingness. As the
Yanadis rehabilitated in each colony
were from different settlements in
the Island they could not develop

the sense of belongingness to the

colony. In fact, the new situation
gave rise to many problems concern-
ed with kinship bonds and marriage
alliances. Their traditional, social
and kinship networks badly got
affected and they were forced to
make readjustments in these spheres.
The officials of the rehabilitation
schemes unwillingly settled a few
families from each settlement of the
Island.

Moreover, there was incompatibia

~ lity of traditional occupations with

the present occupations. The settlers
were asked to take up agriculture
and they were provided with merely
a few acres of laﬁd. ‘The Yanadis
found it difficult to take up settled
agriculture because their migratory
life, their motor habits, their work
conditions and their simple techno-
logy were not suitable to the new
way of life and work: conditions.
Besides, as they were more accus-
tomed to the local toddy and arrack
in the Island, they could not tolerate
the” non-availability of sufficient
liquors in the new environment.

Prior to displacement, their belief
system was closely associated with
the environment of Sriharikota

Island. The Island was the original
place of their deities ‘who were propi-
tiated for the tribal well-being. The
shamans formed as effective links
between people and the supernatural.
Even the powerful shamans in the

old habitat proved inefficient in the

colonies. Frequent deaths in the

colonies were attributed to the wrath’

of deities of the old habitat.

The ideology of the Yanadis was
such that they did not think of the
morrow because some kind of food

" or the other was available throughout

the year in the Island. Their wage
labour was often found in conjunc-
tion with the traditional sources
of food. The ideology was out of
harmony with the new situation.

Administrative factors

In addition to the aforemen-

“tioned environmental and socio-

cultural  factors, several  ad-
ministrative factors also  were
responsible for the abandonment
of the rehabilitation colonies
by the Yanadis. First, the officials
were not able to identify suitable
sites for the rehabilitation colonies.
The officials selected the colonies
without any understanding of the
environment and the way of life of
the people to be rehabilitated. Had
the environment of the colonies been
similar to that of the traditional
settlements, probably things would
have been different.

Another administrative factor that
acted against the rehabilitation of

‘ the Yanadis was the lack of co-

ordination between various Depart-
ments of the Governments connected
with development schemes. There
was no co-operation between the

Departments of Agriculture, of"

Rehabilitation, and ‘of Revenue.
No official ever gave guidance
properly to the rehabilitated Yanadis
as to how they should cope up with
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.the new environment. The officials

were never in touch with the leaders
of the Yanadis in both the colonies.

Out of sheer ignorance of the
results of the new innovations, the
Yanadis did not realise the utility
of the new innovations. In this
context, the Yanadi leaders often
criticised the bureaucracy that it
merely launched the programmes
without taking adequate follow-up
measures. Another important area
where the need for co-ordination
between various wings of admini-
stration way the flow of financial
assistance. The officials allotted the
land for the colony near Mannar-
polur and took interest in the
programme only for a few weeks
after its inception. Subsequently,
the Yanadi Islanders had to leave
the colony. '

Psychological factors

Several psychological factors also
worked against the rehabilitation
programme. As their technology
was exceedingly simple, their wants
also were very limited and the
concept of planning for the morrow
did not exist with them. This was

_ a crucial psychological factor which

came in the way of rchabilitation

programmes. The Yanadis were

content with what they had. They
obtained food on a day-to-day
basis. The unrestricted flow of inputs
in the initial stages developed lazi-

, ness and dependent attitudes among

the Yanadis and they expected every-
thing for free of cost later also. The
sudden stoppage of assistance led to
disillusionment and discouragement.

The ejection and rehabilitation
were a traumatic experience for the
Yanadi Islanders  because they
curtailed the cherished freedom and
disturbed the life style of the Yanadis,



The feeling of insecurity also
forced the Yanadi settlers to abandon
the colony.
caste people in the new setting,
unlike those in the old setting were
more advanced economically and
otherwise, the Yanadi settlers with
their poor living and helplessness
experienced inferiority campléx. This

As the neighbouring

complex made them not to demand
their rights for their better living.

Conclusions
The Yanadi Islanders were
provided with house-sites, land,

loans and other facilities in the
rehabilitated coloniesl. However,
they could not stay even for a couple

Attitudes of People towards 'Rehabil;tation

From the above analysis, it is
imperative that the affected people
are in favour of vocatiorial education,
which enables them to acquire skill
and gives scope for taking up some
skilled jobs in the new projects,
that are under construction. Further,
the overspill population in the
traditional subsistence sector needs
to be shifted to the modern sector,
so that their incomes are raised for
‘a better standard of living.

Conclusion

It has been observed .that these
affected people, who' are mostly -
tribals, are satisfied with little and
follow their own traditional life,

of months in the colonies, because
of the problems of adaptation to
the new environment. This case
study suggests that the rehabilita-
tion programmes, especially meant
for the displaced people, requires
proper planning, execution and
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which is the product of their cultural
milien. Under these circumstances,
it is imperative that attention should
be given to harness the enthusiasm .
of the people to co-operate with the
Government in fulfilling their objec-
tives. These people are not readily
responding to the demands of
the present situation, they have to

change their level of aspiration

gradually in order to lead a higher

standard of living. Therefore, care

should be taken so as to change

the conditions of these .people

by gradual steps keeping in view of

their cultural and economic back-

ground.
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Puberty Rites among Rajgond Women in
Bhatkal Taluka of Coastal Karnataka

REKHADEVI
Department of Anthropology
University of Poona

OrROTHY Hammond and Alta

Jablow (1976 : 16) observe that:
““ In most societies puberty is asso-
ciated with the onset of both sexual
and social maturity. It is the turning
point in the lifé cycle of the indivi-
dual, signaling the transition to the
assumption of adult roles. It is
often marked by rituals that have
been  described as initiation
ceremonies or as rites of passage
from one role or group to another.
By these rites the community
publicly recognizes, and the initiates
themselves receive for assurance of
their changed status.”

Among Rajgond families, usually
child marriage is practiced. Puberty
ceremony generally takes place after
marriage. But the girl stays with
parents, and sometimes with mother-
in-law. Parents and father-in-law’s
people are waiting for the ceremony.
As soon as they see parents of the
girl they sing :

Seen uneasiness, seen light of life,
Just now got up woman inside,
Just now got up woman inside
Just now got up our daughter,
And had to take her puberty bath
She has to come inside the house
Please go and inform her father,
His daughter became fruit
Kanchi became fruit

The breath of husband attained
puberty

Oh ! son hear, your wife attained
puberty

Now you can cultivate the land .
This side hill and this side hill,
Kanchi is walking gentle

What you will give to Jour wife ?
Below the shade of tree

Women are giving bath to the
daughter-in-law (Kanchi).

The man, who has given word

finally given by negotiation, the’

silver rope in right hand and coco-
nut and betel-nut flower in left.
Before going to bath they are
keeping ready the gifts. They invited

“all the village people to get-to-

gether. They have given the gold or
offered gold to the girl.

This song tells that before cleaning
the compound Kanchi attained
puberty. It means before sunrise
Kanchi attained puberty. They
compare puberty as the light of life.
To-day is third day of kanchi. They

‘informed to her father that his

daughter became fruit. Father, feels
happy and sends message to the
son-in-law that Kanchi became fruit
and this fruit is the breath of husband
“Oh! son your wife attained
puberty. You bring silver rope for
Kanchi to tie in the right hand and
hold your wife in left hand and
swing with her. My daughter is
fertile. You can cultivate the land.
Before that you bring gift to your
wife.. She is walking very gentle to
take her turmeric bath. Both side
hills are making shadow toeallow
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her to take her bath. Oh ! son-in-law, '
you come and take your wife . -

And again they resume the song.
Oh Kanchi you are your husband’s
cat. Now you became ripe. Your
husband brought the vegitable
(Luffa acutangulla roxb). Mother
and mother-in-law bring milk and
rice and give to the girl. After the
puberty ceremony, mother-in-law
and her mother along with her
husband take her inside the house.

After puberty ceremony there are
some restrictions from the parents
and society :—

(1) Girls are not supposed'to
take with .any boys except
brothers. :

(2) They are not allowed to
move with boys or men.

(3) They are not allowed to
play with boys or men.

(4) They are not allowed to
run in front of boys or men.

(5) They must walk in a gentle
way and must not make sound
on the floor.

(6) They must wear saree, :

(7) They must not get angry
with her people or relatives.

Rajgond men say that their
daughters should get married before
puberty. Even if she is going to
school they stop her. When a girl
attains her puberty, then every
month for three days she is untouch-
able to her children and to her
husband. She is not allowed to



touch rulasi plant or her shadow
should not pass through sulasi plant.
She should keep herself away from
the religious function.

Thus puberty assumes maturity
to a girl. Rajgond families even if
they practise child marriage, upto
the menarche a girl is not full or
mature. So all treat her like a child.
A tribal mother said that they keep
their daughter after puberty away
from the male members of the house.
She is not supposed to go to rela-
tive’s house and halt during night."

Rajgond folk songs vividly reflect
this. One of the folk songs goes as
follows :—

Don’t think that men are good,
Don’t sit and talk with man,
Don’t sit together below the tree,
We cannot join such things,
Always they are not fit to bring
together,

While speaking, ‘with in the
stomach

Kanief like talk and they deceive
Though they speak nicely

« Oh ! Girl boy can deceive while
" speaking nicely.

This song reflects that a mother is
watching her daughter’s behaviour
towards the neighbouring boy, who
seems to be making advances
. towards her. Mother is suggesting
her daughter that men may talk
. nicely yet they may deceive. She
should (daughter) therefore not be
carried away by their sweet words.
Mother says that she managed to
hear her daughter and neighbouring
boy talking together and asKs the
boy that if he wants to bargain the
bride-price; he should finish" it.
Now every one knows the affair bet-
ween him and her daughter and if he
does not have money, then it may
bring disgrace to this family.

According to Dorothy Hammond
and Alta Jablow (1976 : 49) “ un
doubtedly more value is placed on
motherhood than on any other

female role. It is through her children
.that a woman makes her most vital
contribution to society. Motherhood

even overshadows her role,as wife,
for her primary obligation as a wife
is to provide continuity to her own
or her husband’s lineage.”

Motherhood gives valuable place
to a woman in the family and in the
society. Without children a woman’s
life is unhappy. Nobody respects her.
Even she is not valued as a wife.

It is fprther observed that, ‘ A
barren woman is not only deprived
of complete self-realization, she is

also considered a failure as 2 woman °

and as a wife.’

_ Puberty welcomes girls to mother-
hood. And puberty restricts school
going girls who are not married, be in
the home and prepare for marriage.

Eramma Mahiti Gond is a 16 years
old married woman from Katgar
got married at the age of 13 years
old. After passing her 4th Std. the
Headmaster asked her parents to
allow her to continue the education.
But father was not ready to send her
to school. He got angry with
the Headmaster and told him that
his daughter attained puberty. So
they are not ready to send her to
school. Then the Headmaster told
him after 5days he could send his
daughter to schocl, so that she
gets education free as she is good at
studies. Eramma’s father Mabhiti
complained to leader. And leader
told Eramma’s father to arrange his
daughter’s marriage soon. Imme-
diately she got married.

Rajgond folk song goes as
follows:—

Not going this side or that side

To go straight without looking
anyside

Going to the mothers place

To put her daughter for disposal

Before going to bath they are
* keeping ready.
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Mother comes with coconut oil
vesselin left hand and good deco-
rated silver (Rannad- Patili) vessel in
right hand.  They go to the' small
tree where daughter-in-law is sitting.
They put oil on her head and com-
bed her hair nicely and blessing her
that Oh ! daughter-in-law be like
washing ricein the water and be like
to have conception like milk life and
husband takes the place of fire !
you ‘are a husbands cat you became.

" He may walk on you, you must "

not give return talk or reply to your
husband.

Mother takes her in holdmg her
right hand

They carry flower and mangoes

_in left hand

‘Mustered and Hirakai (fruit)
they give to her

Where she takes bath there

~motherin law gives and keeps

Saree to daughter-in-law and
offered coconut

They prepare overflowing milk
and rice and give food to her
who is fresh and auspicious.

She washes her cloth and has
puberty turmeric bath. Village women
came with sweet pumpkin, She has
her puberty bath and holds the gold
and enters the house and mother
invites her daughter and hands over
the daughter to the mother-in-law
of her daughter.
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Scrutiny Commiittee for verification of
Caste Certificates of Scheduled Tribes.

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Resolution No. CBC-1684/(392)/D-XI, Mantralaya Annexe, Bombay 400 032,
Dated the 8th March 1985,

Read.— (i) Government Resolution, Social Welfare, Cultural Affairs, Sports-and Tourism Department,
No. CBC-1680/43669/D-V, dated 29th October 1980.
(if) Government Resolution, Social Welfare, Cultural Affairs, Sports and Tourism Department,
No. CBC-1481/703/D-V, dated 31st July 1981. :
(iti) Government Resolution, Tribal Development Department, No. CBC-I684/2818/(291),(D-XI,
dated 23rd January 1985.

REsoLUTION.—A separate Scrutiny Committee has been appointed by Government for verification of Caste Certi™
ficates of Scheduled Tribes under Government Resolution, Tribal Development Department No. CBC-1684,(2818/
(291)/D-XI, dated the 23rd January 1985. The question of giving specific powers to this Scrutiny Committee and
appointment of the appellate authorities for deciding appeals against the decisions of this Committee was under conside-
ration of Government for some time past. Government is now pleased to direct that at the time of verification of the
Caste Certificates mentioned in para 2 of the Government Resolution, dated 23rd January 1985 the Scrutiny Committee
may go into the correctness or otherwise of the certificates already issued by the competent authorities by calling

additional evidence/documents from the concerned candidates and conduct detailed enquiry before arriving at the -

final decision even by going beyond the Government Resolutions mentioned at (/) and (if) above, if it has reason to
believe that the certificate is manipulated or fabricated or has been obtained by producing insufficient evidence etc.
Similarly the Scrutiny Committee is also authorised to cancel and confiscate the certificate(s) which, on full enquiry
and verification is (are) found to be incorrect or invalid.

2. Government is also pleased to appoint the following authorities as Appellaté Authorities so far as the work
of verification of Caste Certificates of Scheduled Tribes students seeking admissions in different educational institu-
tions at different levels [i.e. Paragraph 2 (i) of the Government Resolution, dated 23rd January 1985] is concerned :—

Name of the Appellate Authority Jurisdiction
Additional Commissioner, Tribal Development, Nagpur .. Nagpur and Amravati Divisions.
Additional Commissioner, Tribal Development, Nashik .. Bombay, Konkan, Nashik, Pune and Auran-

gabad Divisions.

3. Similarly Government is pleased to appoint the concerned Divisional Commissioners as Applellate Authorities
so far as the work of verification of caste certificates mentioned in paragraph 2 (ii) and (iii) of the Government Resolu-
tion, dated 23rd January 1985 are concerned.

4. The candidates aggrieved by the decision of the Scrutiny Committee should submit their appeal applications,
if they so desire, to the above mentioned Appellate Authorities within a period of 15 days from the date of receipt
of Scrutiny Committee’s decision. The Appellate Authorities shall consider the appeal applications immediately and
finalise them within a period of two months under intimation to all concerned.

5. The Scrutiny Committee and the Appellate Authorities shall maintain proper registers indicating dates of
receipt of cases, case numbers, disposal dates etc. ; and record in the proceedings of each case the procedure adopted
to decide the caste claim, the evidence relied upon or rejected ; and mention the reasons for the conclusion arrived
at by them in their final order. i

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

Sd/- .
(M. P. DAMLE)
Under Secretary to Government,
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Government Central
Press, Bombay.

G. M. GARE.
Indian.
28

, Queen’s Garden,

Pune 411 001.
G. M. GARE.
P. R. SIRSALKAR,
Indian,

28, Queen’s
Pune 411 001.

Garden,

I, G. M. Gare, hereby declare that the particulars
given above are true to the best of my knowledge and

belief.

Dated 27th September 1985.

G. M. GARE,
(Signature of Publisher)
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