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@\ EDITORIAL

This Bulletin comprises of two sections. In the

.English section there are two articles. In the Marathi

section, there are seven articles.

The views expressed, facts and data mentioned
therein by various authors are their own and it may
not be concluded that the Tribal Research &
Training Institute agrees with their ideas, facts &
data.

D. D. Mayee
Commissioner,
Tribal Research & Training Institute,
Maharashtra State
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PLE OF PARDHI OF
KOLHAPUR
10 Amnta Bagga & " Arvind K. Jha

fm‘m ‘al ‘young®' to a ‘mature
ation” and finally an ‘ageing
nation”'Now ' 'it 'ranks among

@L]D AGE AM‘ONG THE TRIBALS

to

Introduction

mﬁgmmy* &fpasﬂ ‘gﬂvenl rise to
population ageing. Till' now it
_wasothell developed O nations

" whith wete ageing If&pidly bt
now developing nations ‘are also

Iificreased

. r.
T |

ageing, *and< atal fastér - pace:
Hence) the=developing - nations
areHattliig! t6//cope with' the
{s§ies  of overalD ! Snationél
developmenton one hand, -and
having sito1l provides!'far< their
agbing o peptldations,t ‘on/Othe
othér. Forlexample, India wds
considered’ al lyoung natiorn’ 1A
the Jeatly “eighties having enly 4

the fastest “ageing nations” of
the' '“%world, - second only to
China. ' " Aeccording the
provisional ‘figures of Census

2017, the 'share of the Indians
above''the age “of 60 years
hovers“at around 10 percent
with some regional variation.
is that a

The, simple  fact
common. man, is living, longer
than ever in human history.

Tribal population in India
... Next to. Africa, India has
the largest tribal . population in
the ; world. . Representing over
400 tribal . communities, which
accounts for, over 8. percent of
the, total population of the
subsist = on

percent ofits population above

the ageof 80 years. /It becarmié a
‘mature nation? i nid ©19907as
itTerossed othis threshold! and

country, . they
hunting, fishing or simple forms
of agriculture. The tribal groups
the

are’ preSumed to form the oldest
“sector  of

in 11200111t was> labelled: ‘an
‘ageing nation” with1its ‘élderly
seéghiént (people” above the’ age
of [ O£ 60yrs) "of"’ 5 propu]ﬁtion

ifiereasing® to! moré" thrﬁ?r a; ethnologil!
nationa_l pop.ulat_ion;

n

percent. 0] “Hencer
pro gr‘éSsﬁ@i’r qwias | 'qmlté (1 rap‘lci
sisb .eooeisg viT
" Professor Emeritis & Former Head, Deptt of Anthropology, University
of Pune, Pune - 411007;
PCCF (CAMPA), Maharashtra, Van Bhavan, Ramgiri Road
Civil Lines, Nagpur - 440001 & Ex. Commissioner, TRTI, Pune

srld o
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The United Nations in
their recent World’s Indigenous
Peoples’ Report wrote,
“indigenous peoples - in both
developed and developing
countries — make up 5 per cent
of the world’'s population
........ These people across the
world suffer disproportionately
high levels of poverty, illiteracy,
poor health and human rights
abuse”. The report commented
on the Indian situation in the
following words, “....The poverty
levels of India’s tribals have
remained persistent over time
and are lower than those of
Scheduled Castes, on par with
those of sub - Saharan
countries™ (UN, 2010).

It is wunfortunate, that
now when India is making rapid
progress in various fields
almost at par with some of the

developed nations, the tribals

continue to be the most
neglected segment of the
society. Situation of the elderly
persons in some tribal

communities is worse as was
revealed by the recent visit
among a few tribal groups of
Maharashtra.

Aged among the tribals and
Jeminisation of ageing

“The proportion of the
elderly persons in the Indian
tribal society has increased from

(2)

around 5 per cent to 6 per cent,
in recent times”, wrote Govind

- Gare about a  decade back

(Gare, 2001), adding. that the
average life span of a tribal
person - which was earlier
reported to be around 50 years

or so, though increased,
continues to be -below the
national average.

Recently, with the

increase in national longevity,
life span among the tribals has
been also increasing though not
in proportion to the wurban
population. Capricious
assessment of age by the tribals
complicates the issue. As per
the 2001 Census, tribal elderly
men and  women (60+)
constituted 6.08 percent of the
total population of India out of
which 47.44 percent were males
and the remaining 52.48
percent females (Tables: 1, 2).
Age group- wise distribution
shows that 4 percept of the
tribal elderly were between the
age of 60 to 69 years and 1.54
percent in the 70 to 79 years
age group, the remaining half a
percent constituting of the 80
years and above (Table 2). While
the preliminary report of 2011
Census of India shows an
increase of almost 2 per cent in
the national population of
elderly persons, data on the
tribal elderly is yet awaited.




Table 1: Proportion of aged tribals in India (Based on
Census Data, 2001)
Age Total % Male Female %
Group
T(::;lez;&ll .843,26,240 100 | 426,40,829 | 50.57 | 416,85,411 | 49.43
Fotul 28,500 | 6.08 | 24,33,168 | 47.44 | 26,91,37
(60+4) 51,28, : , 33,168 | 47. 6,91,372 | 52.48
: Table 2: Age group wise distribution of elderly tribal
Population (Based on Census Data, 2001)
Age Group N % % of total tribal
population
60-69 3,371,074 65.70 3.99
70-79 1,300,644 25.36 1.54
80+ 456,782 8.90 0.54
Total (60+) 51,28,500 100 6.08
Grand Total
All Ages 843,26,240 - Mt 1]
Table 3: Age and sex wise distribution of elderly tribal population
(Based on Census Data, 2001)
Age Group Male % Female % Total
60-64 972,771 1,064,092 2,036,863
65-69 613,245 720,966 1,334,211
60-69 1,586,016 | 47.05| 1,785,058 | 52.95| 3,371,074
. 70-74 4,52,967 476,923 9,29,890
75-79 1,73,635 197,119 3,70,754
- 70-79 626,602 | 48.18 670,082 | 51.51| 1,300,644
80+ 220,550 | 48.28 236,232 | 51.71 456,782
Total (60+) | 2,433,168 2,691,372 5,128,500
trend of the total elderly tribals (60-69
years, 70-79 years and 80+)
well demonstrates this

The
predominance of females in all
the three old age categories of

(3)




phenometion'“of  fémifiiséition” of ' -

ageing even in tribal population -
thesram

ofh India, (Table 3). cAs
' populatlon of the elderlv is
| cinereasing - continuously, 20

years from now it will increase

disproportionately, with the

“by their families, codld’ be one

“'of the reasons for this over51ght

“differences I between* ‘the: male &

and female population

becoming mOore CoNSpicuous, ... .

Neglect of studies on' elderly
pefSﬂﬂS among | the tribals

ICTd 1831
_ nAsis pmpud,atlon agelng is
'.emergmg as a major concern
:tiﬁziy in modern India) there is
'@ growing interest of the social
-scientists in elderly pepulatlcm
in“yrban and rural India’'as can
‘be, perceived by some; recent
‘studies. To name a few, are by
'Ramamurti & Jamuna (1987,
11993), Jamuna (1992; 1995),
Prakash (1997), Bali (1997,
2001

Pt EE R [}999= =2903

Sakurkar  (2000; 201 1

pressjiciand  a ofew  on®! mralf
eld,erly {De\n and Bagga, 1997,
2006) However not many

sthidies focusing on thé elderly

inTtribal 8ociéties fares séenin |

‘print, An exception among early
monographs is of Naik’s (1956)
who ‘in -his ethnographic study
of :theBhils devoted an:centire

chapter. giving plenty of details
to old age and death. Among

|m(:ent ‘studies are by “Sahu®

(2006) and Ray and associates
(2003); both focusing on; old age
among the Santhals: The.
assumptlon tha.t the elderly | of
the tribals are looked after well

danodepnisation. da the changed

T is genera]ly assumegj
that aged people amongy theoT |

“%ribals ' have Yargely “remained

untouched by the forces of

T

tribal scenario understar!ﬂih@
the situation of elderly persons

148> of ‘significance today as the

O tribal”'society | 4n’ Iadia is also

~undergoing change due t ]
' modemlzaion 1§du§{na]%zra§) |
'and urbanisation. Large scale
- migration,. of the youpg dxibal
: famjhes

isinvariably forcing—
theirU€ldérly to stay “Baek to

fend for»themselves +08 |
|00z, 8kt was stror.lgly.;-fﬁl_n by: the i

researcher to actu Visit
somes tribal areas %30 Wlﬁffé
the situation as it exists 1t ﬁy_
Are they really as secure in

githeir families’ folds_
"gen}aérg;ﬂy as,suxfleld? %o theﬁ EL?

: ;protected and well taken care - —

off by theif! féimhes fﬁfﬁiﬁegséf

need? vy cvpDoes ,t,he
lntergeneratmnai e bpnq;}rg
= _connnue to exxst as before’P‘ 2

| “Xivn of the presenf stu&

(4)
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Agamst the above stated
backdrop, the present research

“was planned to have amﬁslght
»into thesituation of elderly,men

and women in tribal Indian
societies“today with a*foeus on'
their status in their families;
the kind ;of  relationship the
elderly tribals, enjoy, with, their,
YOUNEex, - igenerations;, . they
attitude towards them of their

)
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family and community
members, especially  towards
the very old and dependent
elderly; the kind' of ' care
provided to them; and the plight
of older women:.

Material and Methods

While the study was
carried out among a few more
tribes' of Maharashtra' and' of
Himachal '  'Pradesh, ' present
report focuses exclusively on
the Phanse Pardhi settled at
Mulshinghi in Kolhapur district.
Along with the first author a
team = of  Tribal . Research
Institute visited the Pardhi
‘Vasti’ (settlement) located on
the outskirts of Kolhapur and
the fieldwork carried & out .in
March, 2011.

A semi*structured
interview schedule with both
open and ‘close-ended questions
was ‘used for' data ‘collection.
Since flexibility of the in- depth
informal interview ‘helps 'to
bring out the affective and

value-laden ''aspects of 'the
subject’s responses ' and
determines personal
significance ' 'of 'his'' or ' her

attitudes, this
liberally wused. Respondents
were ; encouraged to talk freely
on whatever aspect of their life
course. they felt was important

to. them. Observation .of the

behavior towards them of the
family and community
members (different generations)
accompanying the elderly

method ‘was '

(5)

persons, while the ‘elderly
waited for their turn, formed an
important part of this research.

Some anthropometrie
measurements such as height,
weight, and a few girths were
performed = to appraise the
physical health status of the old
tribal men and women. Blood
pressure was measured using a

digital instrument and
classified  as per the WHO
guidelines. -

Each interview took nearly
one 'and a half hour: Though

small, - 'data  were 'suitably
analysed to draw = maximum
information  concerning ° the

situation of ‘the elderly tribals
under study.

Outcome of the study

Before elaborating upon
on the situation of the elderly
persons among the Pardhis, a
brief narrative of "the tribe 'is
warranted, hence given below

Background riof the !
community and . their
settlement (s

Pardhi, a community of
traditional hunters was once a
wandering group, but now are
settled' in various places in’
Kolhapur, Sangli and Sholapur
districts of Maharashtra. Pardhi
tribe was classified as "hunters
and fowlers" in the caste index
of 1891. They were notified as
criminal Tribe by the British"
Government but were denotified
In" 1218959 after India’s




independence (Jha,
unpublished).  According to
- Russell and Hiralal (1916), the
word Pardhi is derived from the
Marathi word Pardh which
means ‘hunting’. Their elders
say that they migrated from
Gujarat and are now settled
only in Maharashtra where they
are grouped under scheduled
tribes. While they also speak
Marathi and Hindi, amongst
themselves they converse in
Gujarati. Their common
surnames are Chouhan, Kale
and Powar. They are Hindus
and the community is
endogamous. Their family type
varies from extended to nuclear
and the size varies from small
to medium.

Among the Phanse Pardhi at
Mulshinghi

Phanse Pardhi are
presumed to be settled by
Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj in
1917 in village Mulshinghi near
Kolhapur town of Maharashtra
for assisting him in hunting. An
earlier study (Jha, unpublished)
reported that almost every
Pardhi house had colorful
drawings and designs made in a
variety of patterns on their front
walls, none of which exist now.
In a drive to rehabilitate them,

these traditions appear to have
been lost though they had
themselves recently constructed
their own houses (at the same

place  where they  were
rehabilitated earlier). The
Kolhapur Municipal

(6)

Corporation provided these
families with material for pucca
cement houses. The settlement
now known as Pardhi Vasahat
was inaugurated formally and
handed over to the families in
2008. Interviews revealed that
out of nearly 150 Pardhi
families, only 56 were provided
with the houses. Rest of the
families continues to live on the
periphery of this settlement.

The entrance to the
Vasahat is through an arch-
shaped gate on top of which is
written,” Lokraja  Rajshree
Sahuji Maharaj Pravesh Duwar,
Phanse Pardhi Samaj, Shanti
Nagar Unchgaon (East). Instead
of the houses being lined up in
rows as was the earlier pattern
in this settlement, now the
houses are arranged in a
circular fashion which encloses
a large central courtyard with a
walking -cum- jogging track
along its periphery lined with
young saplings of trees and it
looks beautiful. A temple is
situated in front, and by its side
are two rooms with a covered
veranda for community
activities like holding meetings,
public gatherings etc (Pictures:
1, 2],

At the back or the side of
each house is an open wash
area with a hand pump, an
integral part of these houses. In
the rest of the Vasahat, there
are a few pumps suitably placed
for the smaller houses not
having water facility inside their
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premises. Each house has a
sitting cum bedroom, a kitchen
and a bathroom space with a
provision for a toilet. The
houses, whether inside or
outside are kept quite clean,
and so are the surroundings.
There was no piling up of
garbage around when our team
visited.

Pardhi Vasahat at Mulshinghi, Kolhapur

A few houses visited by
us, for example of the Sarpanch
and the social worker, appeared
quite well furnished with all
modern household and kitchen
gadgets. Bathrooms and toilets
are built inside their inner
courtyard and wash basins
fitted. These houses have
extended veranda in front, and
on the side there is space for
parking ~ their cycles,
motorcycles, or a car (Pic. 4).

Pic. 1: Entrance to the Vasahat

(7)




Pic. 3: Play Ground at

Pardhivasti

As earlier commented by
Jha (unpublished) during his
visit, Pardhi Vasti looks truly
liked an ‘island', culturally as
well as socially, in the otherwise

developed city ‘of »Kolhapur! oo

today. It is apparent that the
Pardhi living here are fast losing
their original tribal identity

expressed through their
traditional customs,
occupation, indigenous

knowledge, and cultural traits
as they are being assimilated
into the mainstream. Hence,
Pardhi tribals of this settlement
do not look like typical Pardhi

':Pic. ;,54. The Hhuse*af Sactal

worker

' whether it is their attn-e or the1r

exceptmn bemg a féw families of
important “members of the
community such as the

sarpanch, social worker-cum
civil contractor, who maintain a
relatively better standard of
living.

Socio-demographic profile of
the older Pardhis

Complete enumeration of
the area showed that old Pardhi
(60+ yrs) constituted 35 in




in

-humber|; in,and;;;around. ; the
' Pardhi, “Vasahat ithere b@mg

-three times the number, of older
“women, {(Z4%) than,men (26%).

1A large, majority (86%) . was
young old’ being 1in; the; age
range of 60 to 69 yrs. i

44 ) -.Z-Lq.l MY oM O SDUIIINE
“ios IWhen ccompared;to- some
other tribes of Maharashitra
(e.g. Thakars -54% or Mahadev
Koli 74% of Junnar) more of
“the old"* "Pardhi llvéd in'"joint
“Househivlds (8666, they living
‘Githér {vith their spouses (44%)
ot tWlth ﬂfeﬁ- married’ cHildfen
g ‘cf " ‘children” [56%]
“Neatly' orle fifth (209%) ‘Of ‘them
“$did " fHat" “their Childri‘:ﬁ had
frifgratéd for” 1ing ' ‘their
Tiv fihoo’d” 'T‘héy “a_re mVarIany
'lzihdl'éss

[rroo roidw batosgest s1ow yard)
(o nllmcideﬂiltally, the size ,of
tho families of the Pardhi tribals
was not.large; Majority,(63%), of
Aheoldinterviewed, repartedly
Jnad 3 ordless; than, 3, children.
Quly about)-a;ithird,(34 %) had
more than 3children: Three: per
eent-of them didiinothave-any
«children, (a}lfﬁwf having;a smnglze
f‘@hﬂ-d&-fc‘ ebasa Isnoztaq sl 1

Status ofthe Elderz'g-fr-- ibarm

A “”AS‘ 'was notéd among
§6the "' dther tri’bes of
lMaifhaJJé,é}rfﬁra fatnily  headsip
y the' ‘éé;lj’or -most male in the
é{mly 'was ‘on a decline. Onl
about’ half the” numbers of the
dld 'tién (55%) and women (50%)
et féportediy eads of their
householdp Combmed data of
(Hibals (Mdkadev Kol 4 Thalars

(09)

/Pardhy) showed, that jjustlabout

543 per (cent of the chouseholds
swere, headed obyolder persons,
tworthird - of s them -being | older
smen: (mostly in their early sixties)

-and)oone -third iwomer, :: mostly
\widows, | deserted; or’ separated.
~Theceldest ! son usually was: the
‘head of the family. (O

Few of the old Par’dh“f men
Lfﬁlk ‘took: | thein ownr decisions
whether it was financial matter,
‘making | househoId purchases or
‘settlement’ of marnages of their
grandchﬂdfen Most often’ [65%}
it was a Jomt d’ecxslon
‘consultation” = with ' other
_metmbers of the fanuly Among
“the ‘rest’ it'’was 'the “eldest,
‘mostly” middle ‘aged son, often
the eaming rnale member Who

-acted as ‘the head of the famlly

'One of them explamed that it
was ' s0’ because he [younger
Imember) [ ;appeared:/I more
l’-ﬁonverﬁam mththe ;mtﬁoacios
‘of living in this changed milien
influenced, 5w highly 1 [iby
-modernisation,- where: old) by
1themselves would [be rat-loss: to
itake any decisions. It;was some
of thejyoung-iold (60-69Yrs)
‘who continued to «managenthoir
‘household - affairs - lieo-
rordination i-with- Jthezr matupe
80ns, i leavinig -major! decisions
(eg- househeld purchases: or
‘education-: o;E children eiod)n to
Atheir sons. ICISMIIISVoY 101

: Status : and : authorlty
:a.m,ong the Phanse Pardhl of
’Mulshmghz of KoIhapur did not

‘appear to hold much meaning




in the midst of stark poverty
around, particularly noticeable
from the poor condition of the
old Pardhis. 37 per cent of them
did not have any income and a
few had less than Rs. 1000 per
- month. Nearly 43 per cent
earned less than Rs. 5000 a
month and many of them were
under debt.

Inter-generation relationship

The relationship of the
aged Pardhis with their younger
generations appeared quite
diluted. While a large majority
(74%) of them said that their
relationship with the children
and grandchildren (69%) was
satisfactory and so it was with
' daughters- in- law (66%), there
was plenty of apathy towards
the old, as observed and
perceived by the researcher.

The natural bond
between the grandchildren and
grand parents was as expected
till the latter were very young.
Once they were on their own-
mature adults, they had their
own agenda in which there did
not seem to be any place for
grandparents. Their own
aspirations appeared to
supersede over their attention
to their families, let alone the
grandparents. As Jha wrote
earlier, Pardhi youngsters’ craze
for government jobs in towns
overrode everything else today,
as our interviews also revealed.
It was not surprising to find
many of them in various jobs

ranging from wage laborers in
mills, municipality, and postal
department etc. all of which has
brought about a drastic change
in not only their economy but
their way of living.

Attitude of the_family and
the community towards their
old

While the aged
traditionally command the
respect and veneration of others
due to their age and wisdom,
the situation is changing quite
fast. Interviews with the Pardhi
of Mulshinghi revealed that the
attitude of the family members
towards their elderly at home
was mostly of tolerance (54%).
Less than half (40%) felt that
they were respected which could
not be ascertained during our
interaction with them. It neither
appeared of total neglect nor
could it be called respectful. A
few of the older persons, mostly
women, complained of ageist
attitude of their family members.
Most complained of neglect by
their families and lack of money

~ for their personal needs such as

(10)

medication.

Pardhi community’s
attitude towards their older men
and women was also largely of
tolerance (63%). Slightly more
than a quarter (29%) felt that
they were respected, a few
complaining of ageist attitude
(6%) of the community members
at large. Many elderly persons,
mostly women complained that
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nobody paid any heed to their
problems.

Care of the frail and disabled
elderly persons

Wives if around, looked
after their ill husbands as was
seen in case of the partially
paralysed and almost blind
heart patient (pic:7). Generally
the sons left it to their wives to
handle the domestic affairs
(including their parents), as far
as their old parents were
concerned. Older widows
appeared the worst sufferers
(discussed separately in later
section).

While a few of the elderly
Pardhi admitted to being looked

after well by their families, more
than half did not wish to
answer and many, mostly
women, complained openly. The
Pardhi, on enquiring about
their level of satisfaction only
about half of them (49%)
expressed satisfaction as far as
their food requirements were
concerned, and slightly more
than a third (37%) - about their
living conditions. In an earlier
study (Rao, 2004) the author
pointed out that the neglect of
the elderly among the Pardhi
was not uncommon as were
confrontations between father
and son, and among brothers.

Pardhi : Elderly men and women at Mulshinghi

Pic. 5 :

A sick old Pardhi Male

(11)




blind heart patient

Life of older Pardhi men

Traditionally, the tribal
elderly are known to never sit
idle. Despite their limitations they
keep busy doing odd jobs based
on their expertise and availability
of the raw material. However, the
situation among the Pardhis is
different. Men barely have any
means of making their traditional
skills survive for want of game,
and those going occasionally into
forest areas are often afraid to
openly attempt hunting, it being

Pic. 6 : A blind Pardhi woman

Pic. 8 : Pardhi old women

(12)

prohibited. Their inherent
qualities, skills and knowledge
inherited from their fore fathers,
in short, their traditional
occupation is rendered useless
in the urban milieu. In the
Pardhi Vasti visited while the
young can find jobs and few other
go to work as laborers, the most
affected are the elderly Pardhi
who cannot eam their living
using the skills they possess and
are too old to learn new skills.
Hence situation of the old Pardhis
is truly pathetic. While a few old




women beg to eat, most of the
older Pardhi men end up not
doing anything at all. Majority of
them when interviewed said
that they were helpless and of
no use (to anybody- meaning
that they considered themselves
burdensome to their families). A
few of them said that they did
not wish to live any longer.This
was in contrast to our
experience with Mahadeo Kolis
and the Thakars visited who
continued to work in the fields
till ripe old age, stopping to
work only when  almost
bedridden and were unable to
work.

Health of the Older Pardhis

While 63 percent of the
Pardhi (N=22) reported vision
problems, nearly 20 percent
complained of hearing
deficiency. 86 percent of them
had locomotor disabilities and
54 percent suffered from joint
pain. Twenty percent reported

digestive system related
problems, primary it being
constipation or diarrhea, and
about the same number
suffered from urinary
incontinence, 9 percent
reporting urinary infections. 54
percent had primarily
unexplained falls, and 31

percent of the Pardhis suffered
from a fracture in old age.
Seven percent were diabetic.
Other complaints reported were
cough (49%), dental problems,
paralysis (1 case), heart disease
(1 case) and chest pain (Table 1).

(13)

Nearly 77 percent (27 out
of 35) of the elderly Pardhi
suffered from hypertension,
their blood pressure reading
going beyond 200/100 without
most of them being unaware of
it. Over 42 per cent of them had
very high Dblood pressure
(ranging from moderate to very
severe hypertension as per
WHO, 2003 classification), and
they were all females. Older
Pardhi womenifolk remained
generally at home. Many felt
weak and were unable to walk
even short distance without
support, hence did not
contribute at all to household
work. There being no health
centre or a dispensary nearby,
in case of illness they were

required to go to the
government hospital in
Kolhapur, for which they
neither appeared to have

strength or money. Hence most
continued to suffer. It is not
surprising that not many
Pardhis lived beyond the age of
70 years.

About 23 percent of the
old Pardhis had their Body
Mass Index (BMI) below 18,
indicating under- nutrition, and
about the same number had it
in the range of 18-23,
remaining having it marginally
higher.

The old Pardhi (80%) were
quite concerned about the lack
of health care facilities in and
around the Vasahat. There was
no hospital or Primary Health




Center there. A private doctor
practiced nearby but was too
expensive which most of the

complained about lack of
facilities for the sick, as they
were the worst affected, they

tribals could not afford. Hence, being often sick, old and
the elderly constantly penniless.
Table 1 : Health problems of the old Pardhis of Mulshinghi
Male Female Total
Category Freq | Percent | Freq | Percent | Freq | Percent
Normal 8 88.9% 20 76.9% 28 80.0%
i ol 1| 11.1% 6| 231%| 7| 20.0%
et Normal 4| 44.4% 9 34.6%| 13| 37.1%
Affected B 55.6% 17 65.4% 22 62.9%
T ACORAOLSE Yes 8 88.9% 22 84.6% 30 85.7%
No 1 11.1% s 15.4% 5 14.3%
No 6 66.7% 10 38.5% 16| 45.7%
Arthritis Mild 3 33.3% 12 46.2% 1h 42.9%
Acute 0 0% 4 15.4% 4| 11.4%
No 7 77.8% 21 80.8% 28 80.0%
Digestive |1aarulence 0 0% 2 7.7% 5.7%
disorders | Sonstipatio 2| 22.2% 1| 3.8% 8.6%
Diarrhea 0 .0% 2 7.7% 2 5.7%
No 4 44.4% 12 46.2% 16 45.7%
}‘:‘:jlfier from Gecasional 3] 333%| 10| 385%| 13[ 37.1%
Frequent 2 22.2% 4 15.4% 6 17.1%
Yes 2| 22.2% 15 57.7% | 17| 48.6%
Cough
No 7 77.8% 11 42.3% 18 51.4%
A Yes 0 .0% 3 11.5% 3 8.6%
Diabetes
No 9| 100.0% 23 88.5% 52 91.4%
Urinary No 9| 100.0% 19 73.1% 28 80.0%
sl L 0 0% 7| 26.9%| 7| 20.0%
Urinary Yes 1| 11.1% 7.7% 8.6%
infections No 8 88.9% 24 92.3% 32 91.4%
Fractures No 5] 55.6% 19 73.1% 24 68.6%
Once 4| 44.4% 7 26.9% 11 31.4%
Life of older women in years there was only one man.
Pardhivasti The proportion of widows (51%)
B e S T increased to more than eight

there were more Pardhi women
(74%) than men (26%) in the
sixty years and above age
group. Above the age of 70

(14)

times of the widowers (6%). The
situation was similar to the one
reported earlier by Ray and
associates among the Santhals




of Belkuli (Ray et al, 2003), they
also reporting eight times the
number of widows (33%) as
compared to the widowers (4%)
in their study area of Belkuli
Hence, the phenomenon of
feminisation of ageing and
widowhood are both too well
demonstrated even in the
remote interior tribal belts of
India.

All the older women
interviewed were illiterate, and
as written by Rao (2004), Pardhi
old women were mostly
confined to home and kitchen
and did not play much role in
family management. There was
a general dissatisfaction among
them due to gross frustration
about their sorry state, though
mostly circumstantial. There

were few examples of old
women  begging  in the
neighbouring non-  Pardhi

colonies. For example, widowed
Rukmani Vishnu Kale in her
eighties said that she was
fortunate if she got a job of
washing their dirty dishes and
clothes. “At least I would get
some money to feed myself. On
other days I am forced to beg for
food from the neighbouring
colonies”. She was a widow who
lived with her unemployed son
and his family. Her son
occasionally went to work. She
sounded disgusted with the
circumstances and complained
continuously. She said that she
felt very lonely, neglected, and
unwanted, and that her life was

(15)

of no significance to anybody,
including her family. In fact,
she felt rejected by her family
saying that the family as well as
the community members were
ageist and  discriminating
towards their old.

Those women who lived
alone or were widows managed
their own household affairs.
Most of them felt helpless as
they were not able to work
because of their ill health. It
appears truly a struggle for
survival for the old. Sometimes,
the married daughters if living
nearby supported their widowed
mothers. As mentioned earlier,
most of the women interviewed
were in their early or mid sixties
(85%) but all felt that they were
“very- old” (71%) and repeatedly
said, “How can I do any work? I
am so old and am tired most of
the time.”

A few instances come to
mind which demonstrate that
even when ill, the old wives
mustered enough strength and
resources to somehow arrange
(with or without their children’s
help), to take their ailing
husbands to the far- off located
civil hospital, but it was not so
the other way round. This is a
typical example of the family-
caregivers not receiving any
care when they need it the
most.

Whether it is because of
the grand mothering effect
(Hawkes, 2003) or due to the




double X chromosome female
gender possesses, the fact
remains that world over women
are living longer than men,
which is now visible in our
populations as well, including
the tribal women. Another issue
of relevance is widowhood
among women which is due to
either large  age-difference
between the spouses-men being
older; or remarriage of men; or
both. Among the Pardhi, the
mean age difference between
the spouses was approximately
5 years which is not too much
and cases of remarriage were
also not many. How else do we
explain this gender difference in
their numbers, if not to the
higher mortality of men, in
other words, superior longevity
of women?

Conclusion

- To conclude, except for a
few well-off Pardhi families of
some important members of the
community like the Sarpanch
and the social worker, longevity
did not seem to hold much
meaning for these tribals as
there was a lot of poverty
around. Most found it a tough
challenge to get two square
meals a day. The quality of life
of Pardhi old women was
pathetic. As mentioned earlier,
a few begged to eat.

While there are certain
issues over which they are
beyond our control eg old age
and gender, there are certain

other issues which need urgent
attention because they can go a
long way in empowering the
tribals in similar predicament
as the Pardhis. For example,
there is a need to strengthen at
policy level (and in
implementation), of schemes for
the elderly tribals, with an
emphasis on the gender
differences, especially in older
ages. Re-evaluation of the
complex question of trade-off
between losses of indigenous
knowledge of tribals, as seen
among the Pardhis and
ensuring that such tribals
become functional in their
‘niche’, is invaluable for the
tribal society at large. Need for
their rehabilitation, training
and equipping them with newer
but simpler skills to make them
self reliant; and good public
health care facilities near tribal
settlements are urgent
requirements which can go a
long way in improving not only
their economic conditions but
also better time utilization,
influencing their quality of life

reducing morbidity and
mortality among them.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF
TRIBALS IN SAHYADRI REGION

"Dr.Suresh S.Deshmukh

India is a sub-continental
country. Before the Arya people,
those people were living in India
(Bharat) by groups, generally
known as ADIVASI. Near about
750 tribes are living in India.
Out of that, 77 tribes are very
backwards and are till today
living in primitive stage. As per
the 2001 census, there is 8.20
% tribal population in India.
Maharashtra state’s tribes, by
population, comes second rank
in India, after Madhya Pradesh.
There are 45 tribes living in
Maharashira. In that, Madia,
Kolam and KatKari are very
backwards, so those are given
the status of Primitive Tribes.
As per the 2001 census, there
is 8.85 % tribal population in
Maharashtra. That is situated
largely in Gadchiroli,
Chandrapur, Amravati, Thane,
Nashik, Dhule, Nandurbar,
Yavatmal, Pune, Ahmednagar
and Raigad  district. In
Maharashtrian tribes  Bhilla,
Mahadev Koli, Gond, Varli,
Kokana, Katkari, Thakur
(Thakar), Gavit, Kolam, Korku,
Andh, Malhar Koli, Dhodia,
Dubla, Madia, Pardhan and

Pardhi are included in more
numbers. Farming is the major
occupation of them and till 85%
tribal people are living on it.
Remaining tribal people are
spending their lives with
making different materials, like
making carpet, wooden baskets
(topali), collecting minor forest
produce, cutting grass
(harvesting), laboring and such
like minor occupations.
Majority of tribes are still,

economically, socially,
culturally and educationally
backwards. There are, near

about, 90 % poverty ratio in
Maharashtra tribes. That’s why,

by the procedure of
development in India, overall
development of tribal

communities is very important
and necessary.

According to Indian
constitution, the overall
development responsibility of
tribal is given to the respective
state governments. As per
Central Government guidelines
and directions, the Tribal- sub-
plan is started in the year
1975-76.

Asst. Professor, Dept. of Economics Modern College,
Shivaji Nagar, Pune-411005
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There are different
schemes are followed by
Maharashtra government's
Tribal Development

department. But there is very
less impact found on the
development of tribal in
economic, social, cultural and
educational conditions.
Because of that the research
topic is selected on the Tribal
Development Schemes and
Tribes in Sahyadri.

Besides Mahadev Koli,
Kokana, Warli, Katkari and
other tribes is found
prominently in the Sahyadri
regions in Ahmednagar, Nashik,
Pune, Thane and Raigad
districts in Maharashtra State.
The present research is focused
on the impact of tribal
development schemes on the
qualitative life of tribal in
Sahyadri region.

As per research, it is
understood that in comparison

to the amount spent by
government on the tribal
development, the pace of

development is very slowly or
less. There are inefficiencies in
fundamental facilities like
health facilities, water supply,
electricity supply, toilet facility,
roads, transports, veterinary
hospitals and productive
employment in today’s living in
tribal area of Mahadev Kolis.
Still there is  backward
agriculture and low standard of
living. Today near about 90 per

(21)

cent people are living in below
poverty line.

REASEARCH OBJECTIVES

1) To study the Mahadev
Koli tribe of sahyadri
region by  economic,
social, cultural &
educational status.

To study the benefits of
various tribal
development schemes to
the Mahadev Koli tribe in
sahyadri region.

To study the impact of
various tribal
development schemes on
low productivity of
agriculture.

To study the impact of
various tribal
development schemes on
per capita income.

To study the impact of
various tribal
development schemes on
the consumption
expenditure.

To study the impact of
various tribal
development schemes on
educational development.

To study the impact of
various tribal
development schemes on
the health.

To study the impact of
the expenditure on the
festival, occasions and
religious Programmes.

To study the impact of

various tribal
development schemes on

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)




male - female’s standard
of living expenditure.

10) To study the impact of
various tribal
development schemes on

social development.
HYPOTHESIS

1) Tribal communities are
economically, socially,
culturally and educationally
backwards.

2) Many tribal development
schemes are followed by
Maharashtra Government to
tribal communities, but
there is less impact found
on tribal development.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In this research primary
and secondary data has been
used. For primary data Pune,
Ahmednagar, Nasik and Thane
district which are in sahyadri
region, have been selected.
From these districts Junner,
Ambegaon, Akole, Igatpuri and
Mokhada tahsils has 344
villages of Mahadev Koli tribe.
Out of that 30 villages from
these(344) villages, each village
— 10 families have been selected
by random sampling method for
the research. Total 300 families
selected for research.

FINDINGS

1) Illiteracy - By the
research the illiteracy
ratio of these 300 families
was 53.03%. Compare to

Maharashtra’s literacy
rate (76.9%) out of that
Male 86.6% and Female

(22)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

67%) tribal community
has more illiteracy.

Big Family Size - In that
families in an average
more than 6 persons have
been found.

High Poverty- By the
research the poverty ratio
was found near about
90%.

High Addiction Ratio -
in those families the
addiction ratio was high,
in it chewing of tobacco
was near to 100%. Liquor
addiction is the main
problem.

Low land Holding Ratio
- In Mahadev Koli tribe
99% families has their
own land but land
holding ratio was very
low.

Backward Agriculture -
Because of traditional
productive method of
farming their agriculture
is backward.

Unemployment - In this
community majority of

people was found
unemployed.

High Migration Ratio -
At local level
unavailability of
employment, their

migration ratio was high.

Unavailability of pure
and sufficient water - In
sahyadri region the 30
villages has not




availability of pure and CONCLUSION

sufficient water.

In The Sahyadri region of

10) Unavailability of toilet Maharashtra state, The
facility - Out of 300 Mahadev Koli tribe is a majority
families only 43 families tribe, situated in Sahyadri

has the availability
toilets.

11) Small Size Houses -The
tribal of Sahyadri region has
their small size houses. The
average size of houses was 250-

of  region. Like other tribes of
Maharashtra and India
Mahadev Koli tribe is also
backward. They have their own
identity of culture and society.
This community as compare to
other developed society is by

e : economically, socially,

12) Unavailability of culturally, educationally and

Electricity - Out of 300 politically backward. Because of

families only 176 families has tribal development schemes,

the availability of electricity. their agricultural productivity,

13) Unawareness of Tribal economic earnings, standard of

Development Schemes - Only living and education etc. are

63% families were aware of the improved in very low ratio.

tribal development schemes.
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AMearElcd |, d¥ 8. &S
‘Primitive Tribe’ (3fgn )
3G BUEd.  Rad, o, T,
[, Hefore SIfor Jife A foemE,
ARG G 3ETST yreie
(Aboriginal) fFar ‘sEEt He
fzarft (Aborigines) et 3T@.
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(so-called Aborigines) 3@ e
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glal. AT TS MR 3R,
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