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Characteristics of Tribal

Demography in India

Introduction

India is the second
largest country after S. Africa in
terms of tribal population in the
world.! There are about 700
tribes in India. Gond, Bhil,
Santhal & Korku are the main
tribes in terms of population.
There are 75
Vulnerable Tribal

Particularly

Groups
(PVTG) which are comparatively
backward.2
about 15% of

Tribals covers
India’s
Geographical area.s

Maharashtra ranks 27d in the

* G. D. Kharat

share of tribal population of
India. There are 45 tribes in
Maharashtra. Maria  Gond,
Katkari & Kolam are the
Primitive Tribes of

Maharashtra.4

Characteristics

The composition &
direction of tribal demography
of India is changing but it is not
helpful for the tribal
development.The characteristics
are discussed in this article to
focus on the tribal status &

situation in India.

* Associate Professor in Economics & Ph.D. Research Fellow,

M.G.Vidya Mandir’s Arts & Commerce College Yeola,
Dist — Nashik




Tribal Population Since Independence

(Million)
Sr. | Census Total Tribal % of Tribal
No. Population Population Population
1 1951 361.1 19.1 5.29
2 1961 439.2 30.1 6.85
3 1971 548.2 38.0 6.93
4 1981 685.2 51.6 .53
5 1991 846.3 67.8 8.10
6 2001 1028.6 84.3 8.26

Source - http://tribal.nic.in/2html Page 203 & 3 of 3

The chart explains the
changes in total & tribal
population of India since 1951.
Tribal population has
comparatively increased after
1981. As per the census of
2001, tribal population is 84.3

million & its share to the total

growth rate of tribal population
is 24.45%, which is less than
India’s total population in the
five decades. In 1961, tribal
population of Maharashtra was
23.07 lakhs which has
increased to 85.77 lakhs as per

the Census of 2001.

8.26%. The
Size of Tribal Population

population is

(As Per Census of 2001 )

State/Union Total Tribal % to the % to the
Territories Population Population Total Total Tribal
Population of | Population

State/Union of India
Andhra Pradesh 76210007 5024104 6.6 5.96
Arunachal 1097968 705158 64.2 0.84
Assam 26655528 3308570 12.4 3.92
Bihar 82998509 758351 0.9 0.9
Chhattisgarh 20833803 6616596 31.8 7.85
Goa 1347668 566 - 0.01




State/Union Total Tribal % to the % to the
Territories Population Population Total Total Tribal
Population of | Population
State/Union of India
Gujarat 50671017 7481160 14.8 8.87
Haryana 21144564 - B -
Himachal Pradesh 6077900 244587 4.00 0.29
Jammu-Kashmir 10143700 1105979 10.9 1.31
Jharkhand 26945829 7087068 26.3 8.4
Karnataka 52850562 3463986 6.6 4.11
Kerala 31841374 364189 1.1 0.43
Madhya Pradesh 60348023 | 12233474 20.3 14.51
Maharashtra 96878627 8577276 8.9 10.17
Manipur 2166788 741141 34.2 0.88
Meghalaya 2318822 1992862 85.9 2.36
Meghalaya 2318822 1992862 ; 85.9 2.36
Mizoram 888573 839310 94.5 1.0
Nagaland 1990036 1774026 89.1 2.1
Orissa 36804660 8145081 22.1 9.66
Panjab 24358999 - - -
Rajasthan 56507188 7097706 12.6 8.42
Sikkim 540851 111405 20.6 0.13
Tamil Nadu 62405679 651321 1.00 0.77
Tripura 3199203 993426 31.1 1.18
Uttarakhand 8489349 256129 3.0 0.3
Uttar Pradesh 166197921 107963 0.1 0.13
West Bengal 80176197 4406794 5.5 2.23
Andaman Nicobar 356152 29469 8.3 0.03
Chandigarh 900635 - = -
Dadra Nagar 220490 137225 62.2 0.16
Haveli =
Daman Diu 158204 13997 8.8 0.01
Delhi 13850507 - - -
Lakshadweep 60650 57321 94.5 0.07
Pondecherry 974345 - - -
Total 1028610328 | 84326240 8.2 100.00

Source-AAnnual Report-2008-09,Tribal Affairs Ministry,Govt
of India,Annexure 6-A, P.38, 39.




The chart shows that

Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya,

Arunachal Pradesh &
Lakshadweep, Dadra Nagar
Haveli are the tribal
States/Union  Territories in
India. Haryana, Panjab,
Chandigarh, Delhi &

Puducherry are the non- tribal
State/Union  Territories in
India. As per the Census, there
are 21 & 2 TSP States & Union
Territories respectively. Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa,

Gujarat & Rajasthan are the

states having the largest share

of tribal population in India.

India’s total population is
102,86,10,328 & tribal
population is  8,43,26,240.

India’s tribal population is 8.2%
of total population.

As per the Census,
Maharashtra’s total & tribal
is 9,68.78,627 &
The

population
85,77,276 respectively.
share of tribal population of
Maharashtra is 8.9% to the
total population. Share of
Maharashtra to the total tribal

population of India is 10.17%.

Tribal Growth Rate

Sr.No. State/Union Population as | Population as Decade
Territories per 1991 per 2001 Growth
Census Census Rate

1 Andhra Pradesh 4199481 5024104 19.64
2 Arunachal 550351 705158 28.13
3 Assam 2874441 3308570 15.01
B Bihar 6616914 758351 -
S Chhattisgarh - 6616596 -
6 Goa 376 566 50.53
7 Gujarat 6161775 7481160 21.41
8 Haryana NST NST -
9 Himachal Pradesh 218349 244587 12.02
10 | Jammu-Kashmir - 1105979 -
11 Jharkhand = 7087068 -




Sr.No. State/Union Population as | Population as Decade
Territories per 1991 per 2001 Growth
Census Census Rate
12 Karnataka 1915691 3463986 80.82
13 Kerala 320967 364189 13.87
14 Madhya Pradesh 15399034 12233474 B
15 Maharashtra 7318281 8577276 172
16 Manipur 632173 741141 17.24
17 Meghalaya 1517927 1992862 31.29
18 Mizoram 653565 839310 24.42
19 Nagaland 1060822 1774026 67.23
20 Orissa 7032214 8145081 15.88
21 Panjab NST NST -
22 | Rajasthan 5474881 7097706 29.64
23 Sikkim 90901 111405 22.56
24 | Tamil Nadu 574194 651321 13.43
25 | Tripura 853345 993426 16.42
26 Uttarakhand - 256129 -
2T Uttar Pradesh 287901 107963 -
28 | West Bengal 3808760 4406794 15.7
29 Andaman Nicobar 26770 29469 10.8
30 Chandigarh NST NST -
31 Dadra& Nagar 109380 137225 25.46
Haveli
32 Daman- Diu 11724 13997 19.39
33 Delhi NST NST
34 | Lakshadweep 48163 57321 19.01
35 Puducherry NST NST -
Total 67758380 84326240 24.45

Source-AAnnual Report-2008-09,Tribal Affairs Ministry,Govt. of
India,Annexure 6- A, P.38, 39.




The shows that
the highest
growth rate of 80.82%. The

NSTC (National Schedule Tribe

chart

Karnataka - has

Commission) reports that
demolition of area restriction
act, forge records & first time
registration of various tribes
had posted the huge growth
rate in Karnataka.5 The growth
rate of tribal

24.45%

population is
which is less than

India’s total population growth

States like
Jharkhand &
Uttarakhand are created from
the
& Uttar Pradesh. Maharashtra
has recorded 17.2% tribal
growth rate in the

n decade.

Chhattisgarh,

restructure of M.P., Bihar

decade.
Bogus registration as a t ribal
is the alarming issue in
Maharashtra. There
possibly 10 lakh bogus tribals

are

as per the various studies &

Govt. records in Maharashtra.®

Population of Primitive Tribal Groups (PTG)

State/Union | PTG | 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001
Territories

Andhra 12 1 123269 | 195264 | 189968 | 2860738 334144

Pradesh

Bihar- 09 | 257289 285719 325545 370638 298231

Jharkhand

Gujarat 05 - 54545 98553 | 129253 | 106775

Karnataka 02 10005 14276 49893 45693 45899

Kerala 05 - 9510 12921 17647 20186

Madhya 07 | 209551 | 309295| 564998 | 673068 | 7835720

Pradesh- '

Chhattisgarh

Maharashtra 03 | 9256246| 359425| 350046 | 408668

Manipur 01 - 5123 6544 9592 1225

Orissa 13 - 30528 77267 58225 68745




State/Union | PTG | 1961 1971

Territories

1981 1991 2001

Rajasthan 01 ] 23125 26796 40945 59810 76237

Tamil Nadu 06| 93794 | 105032 | 144366 | 195332 | 217937

Tripura 01| 56579 64722 84004 111606 165103
Uttar 02 25235 32894 36349 52653
Pradesh-

Uttarakhand 47288
West Bengal 03 - 45906 55051 68950 85983
Andaman& 05 71 212 393 377 816
Nicobar

India 75| 773704 | 1403174 | 2042767 | 2412664 | 2592085

Source-AAnnual Report-2008-09,TribalAffairsMinistry,Govt.of

India,Annexure 11-A, P.169 tol171.

As per the Census of
2001, there are 75 Primitive
Tribal Groups in India & their
population is 25,92,085. Since
1961, the population of
Primitive Tribal Groups has
increased but some groups are
struggling to survive. Orissa &
Andhra Pradesh are the States
having most Primitive Tribal
Groups in India. Andaman &
Nicobar Islands has the lowest

population of Primitive Tribal

Groups in India & there is
threat to Sentheles & Great
Andamanies tribes.? Primitive
Tribal Groups should get the
preference in development &

security for their survival.

Tribal Literacy

Tribal illiteracy is the
obstacle to tribal development
in India. After 62 years of
independence we are still

lacking on the education front.




Tribal Literacy in India & Maharashtra( % )

Year India ST Literacy Maharashtra ST
Literacy

1961 8.53 7.21

1971 « 11.30 11.74

1981 16.35 22.29

1991 29.60 36.77

2001 47.10 55.20

Source — Census of India, TRTI, Pune. HRD Ministry of India.

The chart explains the picture of tribal literacy in India &
Maharashtra since 1961. The rate of tribal literacy is not promising
compare to general literacy. In the Era of computer literacy more than
50% of tribals are illiterate. Tribal human investment according to
education, health & training is required attention from the Govt.
authorities & NGO'’s for the betterment of tribals in India.

State wise Analysis of Tribal Literacy in India

( As per Census of 2001)

State/ Rural Literacy Urban Literacy Total Literacy
Union
Territories Male Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total
Andhra 46.09 2448 | 35.43 | 66.16 | 45.99 | 56.39 | 47.66 | 26.11 | 37.04
Pradesh
Arunachal 54.33 35.83 | 45.04 | 85,92 | 69.05 | 77.39 | 58.77 | 40.56 | 49.62
Pradesh
Assam 71.29 51.04 |61.29 9243 | 80.62 |86.75 | 72.34 | 52.44 | 62.52
Bihar 37.57 13.30 | 2591 | 74.18 | 55.28 | 65.67 | 39.76 | 15.54 | 28.17
Chhattisgarh | 63.96 38.21 | 50.95 | 82.87 | 58.77 | 71.71|65.04| 39.35 | 52.09
Goa 55.17 31.43 44.59 | 67.88 54 .55 61.44 | 63.49 47.32 55.88




State/

Rural Literacy

Urban Literacy

Total Literacy

Tef:il:::ies Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total
Gujarat 58.06 | 34.60 |46.45|71.01| 51.78 |61.76 |59.18 | 36.02 |47.74
Haryana NST = - - - = - - =
H. P. 77.18 52.50 | 64.78 | 92.03 | 81.15 87.19 | 77.71 53.32 65.50
J&K 46.44 23.88 35.74 | 79.01 59.34 70.37 | 48.16 | 25.51 37.16
Jharkhand 51.67 | 24.38 | 38.08 | 77.83 | 57.38 | 67.80 | 53.98 | 27.21 | 40.67
Karnataka 56.92 | 33.32 | 45.26 | 74.39 | 54.34 | 64.57 | 59.66 | 36.57 | 48.27
Kerala 70.20 | 57.28 | 63.65|8496 | 77.70 | 81.21 | 70.78 | 58.11 | 64.35
M.P. 52.51 27.24 | 40.01 | 67.47 | 45.89 | 57.23 | 53.55 | 28.44 | 41.16
Maharashtra | 64.52 | 39.88 | 52.31 | 82.98 | 64.70 | 74.18 | 67.02 | 43.08 | 55.31
Manipur 72.44 57.58 | 65.09 | 87.94 74.28 80.94 | 73.16 | 78.42 | 65.85
Meghalaya 58.72 | 53.97 |56.36 | 88.95| 84.58 | 86.67 | 63.49 | 59.20 |61.34
Mizoram 86.11 T7.71 82.00 | 87.55 | 96.01 96.77 | 91.71 86.95 | 89.34
Nagaland 67.09 | 57.72 | 62.55 | 91.63 | 85.60 | 88.70 | 70.26 | 61.35 | 65.95
Orissa 50.35 | 22.07 | 36.13 | 79.80 | 45.77 | 58.12 [ 51.48 | 23.37 | 37.37
Panjab NST = = - - - - - =
Rajasthan 61.23 | 25.22 |43.70 | 75.74 | 42.97 | 60.79 | 62.10 | 26.16 | 44.56
Sikkim 72.32 | 58.03 | 65.37 | 89.32 | 80.59 |84.89 | 73.81 | 60.16 |67.14
Tamil Nadu 47.19 | 29.48 | 38.41 | 66.56 | 50.68 | 58.60 | 50.15 | 32.78 | 41.53
Tripura 67.19 43.35 55.46 | 94.45 89.26 91.97 | 67.97 44.60 56.48
Uttar 46.71 18.34 | 82.99 | 60.61 | 39.54 | 51.10 | 48.45 | 20.70 | 35.13
Pradesh
Uttarakhand 75.29 | 47.36 | 61.65 | 91.55| 79.48 | 85.19 | 76.39 | 39.37 | 63.23
West Bengal 56.60 | 27.88 | 42.35 | 68.57 | 48.20 | 58.67 | 57.38 | 29.15 | 43.40
Andaman & 72.68 | 58.62 | 65.82 |97.01 | 89.49 |93.71 | 73.61 | 59.58 | 66.79
Nicobar
Chandigarh NST - - - . = - = =
Dadraé& 53.82 | 24.60 | 38.94 [ 81.54 | 56.73 | 69.18 | 55.97 | 26.99 | 41.24
Nagar Haveli
Daman & Diu | 73.95 | 51.05 | 62.83 | 75.34 | 55.40 | 65.72 | 74.23 | 51.93 | 63.42




State/ Rural Literacy Urban Literacy Total Literacy
Union
) Male Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total
Territories

Delhi NST - - - - - - - -
Lakshadweep | 91.26 78.18 84.71 | 92.29 82.64 87.90 | 92.16 80.18 86.14
Puducherry NST - B - - - 5 = 2
India 57.39 32.44 | 45.02 | 77.77 | 59.87 | 69.09 | 59.17 | 34.76 | 47.10

Source - www.planning commission of India.

The chart shows that
overall tribal literacy of India is
47.10%. The male & female
literacy is 59.17% & 34.76%
respectively. The chart shows
that more than 50% of tribals
are still
the highest & Bihar has the

- lowest tribal literacy in India.

illiterate. Mizoram got

India needs to be concentrate
on rural & female tribal literacy
Maharashtra

tribal literacy is 55.21% which

especially. In
is more than national figure.
After 1981, the efforts for tribal
literacy got success but not as

per the requirement.

Tribal Rural - Urban
Population :-
As per Census of 2001,

tribal rural & urban population

is 7,76,49,162 & 66,77,078

1

0

respectively. Out of total tribal
population 91.7% tribals are
rural & only 8.3% tribals lives
in urban area. Tribals are still
waiting for their identity as the
part of developed society. The
tribal  rural-
population of
Maharashtra is 87.3% & 12.7%

proportion of

urban

respectively.8

Tribal Sex Ratio :-
Tribals

sex ratio than the

have the better
main
society. General Sex ratio in
is

India 933 women per

thousand male. Tribal Sex ratio
978 which

direction

is show proper

to the modern

society.® These figures explains
that tribal women got better
status

social than general




women in India. The general & 1s 922 & 973 respectively.10
tribal sex ratio in Maharashtra

Tribal District Profile

District wise analysis of Tribal Population Percentage
(Census of 2001)

Sr. No. % of Tribal Figure of Districts
Population

1 More than 50 75
2 35 to 50 23
3 20 to 35 42
4 5 to 20 124
5 l1to5 106
6 Less than 1 173
7 Nil 50

Total 593

Source - www.tribal.nic.in/

There are 593 Districts in Tribal Structure of
India. Only 50 Districts are Occupation :-
non-tribal & 543 Districts got Tribal Economy is still
tribal population. There are 75 non-market economy.
Districts in India having more Agriculture & Labour are the
than 50% of tribal population. main components of tribal
In Maharashtra, tribals are economy. Agriculture & Labour
concentrated in 15 districts out is the way of life for tribals in
of 35 districts.11 India. Collection of forest food,

fishing & hunting are the

secondary tools of their living.

11




Occupational Classification of Tribals in India ( % )

Sr.No. Occupation 1991 2001
1 Agriculture 54.51 50.90
2 Agricultural - Labour 32.69 28.40
3 Other 12.80 20.70

Source - http://www.tribal.nic.in/annual report(2000-2001) the

tribal sub-plan

The chart shows that
tribals dependence on
agriculture is decreasing which
is not suitable as per the TSP
(Tribal Sub-Plan) strategy of
India. Near about 50% of tribals
are depend on labour. In
Maharashtra, highest tribal
population is depend on
agricultural labour(50.7%).12
Problems of land holding &
hurdles to agriculture are the
reasons behind it. Only 20%
tribals are depend on other
sources for living. The tribal
structure of living has been
affected badly due to

deforestation, malpractices in

agriculture & non-
implementation of legal
provisions.

Tribal Poverty :-

Tribals are the most
suffering people in India. They
are the victims of injustice &
exploitation. The Government
should be sensitive towards the
issue of tribal malnutrition &
poverty. As per the NSSO
(National Sample Survey
Organization) report of 2004 -
05 (61 Round ), Rural & Urban
tribal poverty of India is 47.2%
& 33.3% respectively. Rural &
Urban  tribal poverty  of
Maharashtra is 56.6% & 40.4%
. Tribal poverty is much larger
than general poverty in India.
The share of individual benefit
schemes in TSP should be
increased & properly utilized for

the eradication of tribal poverty.

12




R-578

Conclusion

India is the 2nd Jargest
Country in the world after
China in terms of population.
India ranks 27 after S.Africa
Continent in the World about
tribal population. The structure
& direction of tribal population

is changing but creating

modernization & new economic
policy has created threats to
tribals instead of their welfare.
Tribals are facing problems on
quantity front & quality life.
They should get the share in
development in proportion of
population without disturbing

their life. Constitutional

problems & conflicts for the safeguards & TSP Strategy
sy T General needs to be implemented
development projects, properly for these neglected
citizens of India.
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Madia Gond: A Primitive tribe of
Bhamragad

* Dr. Sanjay Salunke,
** Suresh Dhanvade
***Dr. Sangram V. Gunjal

Preamble :-

India has a variety of
tribal population reflecting its
great ethnic diversity. They
constitute about 8% of total
population, though they are
scattered all over the hilly
and dense forest regions of
the country. Maharashtra
has about 8.9% of tribal
population of India. Madia
Gonds are one of the oldest
aboriginal tribes and
classified as one of the
primitive tribe of Maharashtra
‘on the basis ofpre-
agricultural technology, Low
Literacy and stagnant and
diminishing population. They
reside in the forest covered
hilly tracks of Madia Gond
area. in Bhamragad, District
Gadchiroli.

The Madia’s economy is
still  highly depended on

agricultural pursuits and
collection of minor forest
produces. Maize, Vargu and

rice is the staple grain and
forms an important item of
daily diet.! Maria or Madia
means Living in trees (mar
or mad means a tree)2 Sir
Herbert Riseley, Elwin
Verrier, Grigson W.V., Mr.
P.C.Tallents,

Mr.J.T.Marten, Mr.
W.G.Lacey, Mr. W.H.Shoobert,
Sedgwick, Mr. A.V.Thakkar all
are said Aboriginal or
Aborigines about Tribal

Society.3 Dr. G.S.Ghurye said

so-called Aborigines and
Backward Hindus.? Dr.
J.H.Hutton said Primitive
tribes.O

*Reader & Head,Dept of Sociology,Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar arathawada
University, Aurangabad (M.S)**Asst. Lecturer,Department of
sociology.A.C.S. College, Shankarnagar,Dist. Nanded — 431505 ***Asst.
Lecturer,Dept of Sociology,Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathawada
University, Aurangabad (M.S)
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It has become
compulsory to make a deep

study of the Scheduled
tribes ‘Madia Gond’ in a
Practical manner. It
becomes necessary to
suggest remedes for the
overall development of the
community.

The review of the
literature releated to the

Problems of ‘Madia Gond’ a
Scheduled tribe in Indian
Society, makes it clear that,
the study of scheduled
tribes related to Bhamragad
reveals that the area has
been completely neglected
by the Scholars. The
scheduled tribe area in
Indian Society is
comparatively smaller in
population and size than
that of the rural and Urban
areas. As per the census
2001, the percentage of
scheduled tribes is 8.9% of
the total population. The
total Population of the
scheduled tribes is 8 core 5
Lakhs 77 thousands 276, as
per as per census 2001.
The population of the
scheduled tribes in India on
the world map is very next

to that the African Sub-
continent. The population of
Gadchiroli district is
970294. The Population
density is  67. The
Population includes males
491101, females 479193,

16

rural 903033 and
Urban 67261. The
Scheduled tribes population
is 371676 and the
percentage is 38.30%,
whereas the Sex-Ratio is
1000 : 976 ©

The

area

population of
Bhamragad Taluka. is
31679. It includes males
16228, females 15451, rural
area 31679 whereas urban
area is 00 (Zero) Bhamragad
Taluka includes 128 villages
7

In 1982 Chandrapur
was divided, with Gadchiroli
becoming an independent

district.® Madia Gonds or
Madia or Maria are one of
the endogamous Gond tribes

Living in Chandrapur
District and Gadchiroli
District of Maharashtra

State, and Bastar division of
Chhattisgad State India.?
The Madia Gonds have been
granted the status of a
Primitive  Tribe by the
Government of Maharashtra
under its affirmative action
or reservation
Programme.lo The Madia
Gonds are strongly affected
by Naxal activites.1l The
Madia Gond use the self
designation Madia, and call
the area where they Live

Madia Desh.12




Madia Language as:
Dravidian/South-
Central /Gondi-
Kui/Gondi/Maria.l3

A study mentions
Living megalithic practices
amongst the Madia

Gonds. 14 One of the
findings of The Bench Marlx
Slurvey done in 1997-1998
91.08% of Madia Gond
families Lived Below poverty
Line.l9

Methods:-

The paper is mainly

based on Primary &
Secondary  data. The
References and other

relative data have Dbeen
collected through various
standard anthropological
field techniques such as
Census Survey, interviews,
participation, Biograpies of
a few specialists of the two
sample villages have also
been collected.

Historical Background:-

Madias today are
doctors, teachers,
government employees. 16

Performance of school going
Madia children is at par
with other children of the
state, a Madia girl student
has figured in the merit List
of candidates at the State

Level.17 The following are
the descriptions of the
Madia Gond as recorded by
the British Rulers in the

District Gazettes, which has
been carried in the Gazettes
of independent India.

Physical features, farming
techniques, garments and
ornaments.:-

The Madias inhabit the
wilder tracts, and are in
their unsophisticated State
a very attractive people.
The villages are usually
built deep in the Jungle
near some wide shallow
stream, which offers
facilities for the gata

cultivation,18 and the
Surrounding Jungles
Slupplement the fruit of
their agricultural efforts.
Few villages Lack the
customary grove of toddy-
palm wine trees, the juice of
which,  fermented of
unfermented, is ever
acceptable to the Gond. The
Madia’s are a Lithe, active
Looking, well-built set of
men, open, hearty manner,
and the cheerful smile of
good fellowship. Their dress
is scanty, consisting of a
compromise between a
Langoti (a Loin cloth) and a
dhoti a strip of choth wound
tightly round the waist in
rope-like fold and passed
between the legs with the
spare end hanging down in
front below the knees.
Often this garment

diminishes to the scantiest
rag. They adorn their necks
with handsome strings of




beads and their arms
occasionally with metal and
glass bangles. Their ears
are pulled out of shape by
the weight of numerous
brass with which they are
usually garnished and
occasionally they wear
pagris. A curved knife with
a brass mounted handle is
stuck into the waist cloth
and, from the shoulder
dangles the ever handy axe
without which a Gond
seldom  moves. Madia
women wear a Lugada of
strong cloth usually white
with a coloured strip in the
border. They wear no choli
(blouse), no Gond woman
ever does, and their necks,
like their husbands are
garnished with beads. They
frequently tattoo their faces
and limbs in intricate

patterns. 19

Ghotul :-

The vyouth dormitory
system of Ghoutul is deeply
rooted in Madia Gond
culture. Traditionally the
Madia have a Ghoutul in
every village where
unmarried boys and girls
assemble in the evening and
play, mix, dance and sing
till late night but return to
their houses for sleeping,
which marks the difference
between bastar Ghotuls and
the Ghotul of Madia Gond.
There is a taboo against

18

married women enterning a
Ghotul.20
Dance :-

All Gonds and
especially Madias, are very

fond of dancing. It is the
great amusement of the
people. Night after night in

the eastern tracts in the
cool, moon-lit nights of the
hot weather, the rhythmic
Lilt of a Gondi Chorus fills
the air, as the villagers
dance round a fire in some
open space near the hamlet.
The favourite dance 1is
peculiar rippling step
forward with the foot
dragged, not very graceful
when done by a single
individual, but looking quite
diferent when done in
unison by a great circle of
dancers singing a ‘re-la’, ‘re-
la’, chorus to which the step
keeps time. In some
villages, where the headman
is an enthusiast for the
pastime, a trained band
performs weird and
wonderful step dances to
the sound of the drum. At a
big dance, the trained band

occupies the inner ring
round the fire, while the
common folk, men and

maids, in seprate ring move
round in great circles in
opposite ways. All are
dressed for the occasion in
their best, bearing in their
hands weird ornaments of
wicker work, with garlands




of flowers on their necks
and in their hair, feather
ornaments humorously or
coquettishly placed. Seen
in the glow of a huge log
fire, glinting on the shining
beads and barbaric
ornaments of the dancers,
with the throb of the drums
and beat of many feet
moving in unison to the wild
music of the voices in
chorus, a Madia dance is a
spectacle not easily
forgotten, but lingers as a
characteristic scene when
other details have faded out
of the memory. Men and
women ordinarily dance in
seprate circles but in the
dances where the young
men choose their brides,

they dance in a::oup]es.21
Munda :-

Munda is a one-piece
decorative wooden  pillar
carved by a bridegroom after
he is engaged. It is kept in
front of Ghotul during his

marriage cermony perhaps
the best example of skill in
wood carving.22
Myths :-

About menstruation,

the Madia Gond believe that
the wvagina once contained
teeth and that when these

teeth were remove, . the
wound never healed
completely.23
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Status of women :-

A Madia Gond girl has
the freedom to have
premarital sex and choose
husband of her won choise.
As a married women she has
a freedom totake divorce if
the husband gives ill
treatment to her or if she
cannot beget a child from
him. She has a right to
spend her earnings. A
husband does not interfere
in her affairs. However,
even these women are taboo

during menstruation and
are net allowed attending
24

the festivals.
Health problem :-
Historically the Madia

Gond were victims the of
ravages of small-pox and
skin-disease and a mild

from of leprosy called Gondi
rog. Prevalence of sikle cell
anemia is very high amongst

the Madia Gond.25
Conclusion :-

There is a dire need of
the implementation of
benefactor Govt. schemes
for the social-economic
changes of Madia Gond
Tribes. There is a
formidable effect of the
modern industrial culture
on the Madia Gond and
hence the  process of
changes is on.
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The Indian constitution
assigns status to the scheduled

tribes (STs), traditionally
referred to as advises, vanbasis
tribes or tribals STs constitute
about 8% of the Indian
population. There are 573
scheduled tribes living in
different parts of the country
having there own languages
different from the one mostly
spoken in the state where they
line. There are more than 270
such languages in India.

Realizing that scheduled
tribes are one of the most
deprived and  marginalized
groups with respect to
education, a host of programmes
and measures when initiated
over since to independent how of
India has passed the Right to
Education Bill. It has been
aiming at providing free and
compulsory education to the
children in age group 6 to 14. I
think the govt. is late to provide
the children right to education.
The figures concerning

“Contemporary educational position
of ‘Gond’ Tribe Nanded District”

*Dr. Sanjay B. Salunke,
**Dr Sangram Gunjal

education are alarming. In
India, only 28% students
complete their Higher Secondary
education. Moreover only 12%
complete graduation and the
most  important area of
education i.e. research work is
also not accessed by post
graduates. Not more than 2% of
post graduates work for
research. On the other hand in
China the figure is above 80%.

Thus, it can be said that,
Education which has been
instrumental in empowerment of
people is not strong in its.
Access, Equality and Quality
aspects and it is the key for the
vulnerable of sections to open
the doors of development.

At national level the
situation of backward sections
like Scheduled Tribes (STs) is
not satisfactory. Despite of
several efforts these
communities have still not
entered the mainstream.

Reader and Head, Dept. of Sociology, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University, Aurangabad-431004, Maharashtra E-Mail ID:
salunke.sb@rediffmail.com **Asst. Professor Dept.of sociology Dr. Babasaheb
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The contemporary
situation of education of STs is
alarming in Maharashtra state.
The population of STs in
Maharashtra state is 85,
77,276. It is 8.9% of the total
population Maharashtra. The
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and STs
Order (Amendment) Act 1976
have notified 47 STs in
Maharashtra. The growth rate of
ST population of Maharashtra in
the decade 1991-2001 at 17.2
percent is lower in comparison
to the overall 22.7 percent of the
sate population as a whole.
Bhils are numerically the largest
ST with population of 1,818,792
constituting 21.2 percent of the
states ST population. They are
followed by Gond 1,554,894
(18.1%) 87.5 percent of Gonds
resides in rural area.

Among the numerically
larger STs Gonds are second in
terms of literacy rate in
Maharashtra. Mahadev Koli is at
top. The education is not
accepted by the tribal as others.
If we stress from education point
of view, we will find Gonds
change the definition of
education according to their
socio-economic factors.

It is in this context that
we need to define education and
its role. The tribals expect the
following things from education.

1; Develop skills to initiate
local relevant alternatives to
improve livelihoods and
challenge external pressures.

2. Value self and community
history with a critical
appreciation of  traditional
knowledge system.

3. Develop confidence and
capacity to articulate their
interests and perspective
thereby participation in decision
making process leading to better
governance.

4. Develop an  analytical
capacity for assessing their
external and internal
environment impacting on their
own communities.

5. To identify the hindrances
in the educational process and
to suggest remedies for them.

6. To look at Gond tribals,
education form Access, Equality
and Quality perspectives.

Methodology

The paper is based on the
field work carried out on the
Gond tribe. For this purpose

from 22 villages, 250
respondents have been
interviewed and through

primary and secondary sources
data have been collected. The
primary sources of data include
filed work however census
reports, books etc. are the
sources of secondary source.

Educational status attained by
Gonds:

Majority of Gonds

population across the country
resides in Maharashtra, M.P.
and A. P. states. In terms of




literacy of Gonds, we see that
Maharashtra is at top followed
by M. P. and A. P. The literacy
rate of Gonds in Maharashtra is
62.5 %, A. P. has the lowest rate
of literacy ie. 36.4% from
Maharashtra state (40.3%) have
educational status below
primary level. The Gonds from
A. P. who form 50% are not well
educated but their educational
status is  below  primary
standards. The percentage of
Gonds from Maharashtra who
have completed the technical —
non-technical diploma is very
less i.e. 0.1%.

Thus, the Gonds in
Maharashtra have not
satisfactory enrollment for

technical graduates and above
level. Comparatively it can be
said that Gonds from
Maharashtra are responding
positively to education than M.P.
and A.P.

Difficulties in
children

Gonds from Nanded district of
Maharashtra have stated the
following problems in educating
the children.

educating

1 Domestic work.

2. Non availability of own
community teacher.

3. Education especially girls
education is not beneficial.

4, Education creates

problems in Marriage.

5. Children have to work on
daily wages.

6. School is far away.

It is seen that 47% of the
respondents do not send their
children to school on the
grounds of children have to do
domestic work. 19%
respondents opined that schools
are far away from their house
therefore they do not send their
children to school.

14% respondents do not
educate their children on the
ground that schools do not have
teachers from their own
community. While only 1%
respondents think that
education creates problems in
marriage. According to 23%
respondents children have to
work on daily wages.

Thus, it can be said that
poverty, economic status has
been the key factors behind
educating the children in Gonds
from Nanded.

Problems of Enrollment of
Dropout

Most of the Gond children
from Nanded dropout between
primary and secondary
education. When asked about
the reasons of drop-out, the
respondents put forth several
reasomns.

The help from children in
farming activities seems to be

chief reason for not enrolling the
children in schools.




40% respondents have
favored the fore mentioned
reason. The second important
reason is concerned with child-
labor because children are
employed on daily-wages jobs.
Of all the 250 respondents 28%
supported the above reason.

According to 16%
respondents third important
reason for enrollment and drop-
out is children are employed for
cattle grazing while 11% parents
show the reason that school is
far away from their houses and
10% find education useless.

According to steps taken
for improving enrollment and
decreasing drop-out, the
respondents were asked about
teacher and their appointment.
They were asked that should the
teacher from Gond community
be appointed in the schools.

The response is positive,
because most of the respondents
i.e. 99% said that teacher from
their own community is always

better. Due to such teachers,
the children may feel interesting

in going to school. The demand
has been supported by almost
all the people.

School preference and reasons

Govt. has provided
schools in Nanded district.
Almost all the villages inhabited
by Gonds have schools run by
local. Self Govt. bodies (Z.P. co-
operation etc). The Govt. has
also started setting up Aashram
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.schools

Schools in tribal areas. Aashram
schools are purposefully created
for catering education to all the
tribal children.

The respondents were
asked about the preference for
schools. 75% of the respondents
favored ‘Aashram Schools’. They
said that Z.P. schools are not in
well  condition. They lack
teachers but 25% respondents

still prefer Z.P. schools to
Aashram Schools. 58%
respondents opined that

Aashram schools provide quality
education to children. Most of
the respondents i.e. 77% find
‘Aashram Schools’ as a right
centre for learning. They said
that these schools provide
meals, books, uniforms as well
as discipline, manners to
children and everything is
provided free for the cost, thus
they send their children to
‘Aashram School’.

On the other hand it is
seen that those who like local
have several reasons
behind their liking. According to
30% respondents, when they
admit their children in Ilocal
schools, then home-schooling is
possible and 31% respondents
say that due to the local schools,
children do not go astray (don’t
divert from education). But
majority of the respondents who
prefer local schools i.e. 46% find
that when children study in
local schools, they can use
children in doing farming
activities as local schools are not




strict in terms of attendance.
There are 43% respondents who
also think that to local schools,
children can be employed in
domestic works.

Thus it can be said that

due to domestic, farming

activities, Gonds from Nanded

send their children to local

schools.

Functioning of School
Administration or

functioning of schools plays vital
role in the enrollment success of
school. All the respondents had
given their opinions on this
issue. 72% of them said that the
teachers from the school attend
school regularly. They are very
punctual. They are satisfied with
the regularity of teachers. But
they also say that there are also

some malpractices in
examination as well as
administration.

According to 71%

respondents, children never find
schools not like their homes. It
means teachers from the schools
take care of them like their
parents. They find that going to
the schools as an interesting
thing but according to 29%
respondents, schools punish
children in harsh manner. Some
teachers practice discrimination
in classroom.

Yet majority of the
respondents opine that the

school teachers take care of
their children. But as the school
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curriculum is quite burdensome
thus students don’t find it
interesting.

Findings and Conclusions

The findings have been
focused on the three aspects of
education i.e. Access, Equality
and Quality.

1. The efforts from both
central and state govt. as well as
NGOs have found to be fruitful.
The manifold efforts have
increased the literacy rate of
Gonds has been increased
during one decade 1991-2001.
Though the literacy rate has
improved sustainable among ST
population it is still much below
the literacy rate of the state
population of Maharashtra. The
female literacy rate of Gonds is
also less as compared to female
literacy rate of state.

2. Though the literacy rate of
Gonds has been increasing but
it is not increased satisfactorily
at higher level of education.
Regarding access it is found that
the standard infrastructure
facilities are still far away from
Gonds.

3. A large proportion of
Gonds do not send their
children to school and utilize the
free educational opportunities
offered to them.

4, The reasons that several
but the key reason is the
disinterest of Gonds in

education, due to their economic
condition.




5. The practical and
utilitarian aspects of education
appeal to them more. The idea of
taking education for its own
sake does not interest them. It
may be because the difference
between sources of livelihood
and education is huge. Therefore
we should provide short term
applied courses community
based resources, like honey bee
keeping dairies etc.

6. The large proportion of
tribal students drop-out at the
middle school as well as high
school stage, the key reason is
dire poverty.
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T Most of the teachers from
tribal schools are not from tribal
communities. Thus, it creates
the problems of language
barriers, discrimination etc.

8. Underling the importance
of instruction through the
mother tongue and the need for
preparing teaching / learning in
tribal languages.

9. Lastly tribal education can
be categorized as external,
internal socio-economic and
psychological.
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