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conditions of the Adivasils

of Ankleshwar pocket region

——
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?REVJ-ELINS— SOCLO~ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF ”
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T@E ADIVASIS oF ANKLESHWAR POCKET REGION

AND THEIR.FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

g il S e o i S gt e ol e P Y A S el v S D T ek ST g e S e

- R' B. LMI

Ankleshwar taluka is one of the elevan talukas of Bharuch
district which is situated in south Guj arate. Bharuch district
ranks eighth in number from the point of view of size in all
the districts of the State. Geographically the taluka is
located at 21} -30_! north latitude and 73'.00' easbt lomgitudes.It
is bounded by Bharuch taluka in the north, by the Hangot taluka
in the west, by Surat district in south and by dhagadia and
Valia talukas in the easte

The . central region of the Bharuch district covers Bharuch,
Ankleshwar and Amod talukas and abounds in black soil which is
considered highly fertile. This region is an industralized one
and consists of rich oil fields around Ankleshwar.Ankleshwar
taluka, thus, is rich in agriculture as well as in oil fields.
Geologlcally, the taluka has become an important one in the
national map for its crude oil reservess

‘- although Bharuch had been declared as a backward district
in 1972, due to the rapid industrialization of the Ankleshwar
taluka and because of the crude oil reserves in this taluka, .
today the taluka is poised for a giant leap forward which will
place it more prom.nently on the industrial map of the State
and the nation..

The taluka has a significant role in contributing to the
crude oil production of the country. More than 8500 tonnes of
crude oil and 10.6 lakhs cubic meters of agssociated gas is
provided per day from these oil f:.elds. Several villages from
the pocket area too are in the on.l fields of this regione In
fact the first oil well had been dug up in the village Hazat
which is very much situated in the pocket aréa. Today there are
about 40 wells in and around this village. The 0il & Natural
Gas Commission hag opened several units in this village.

Apart from the crude oil reserves no mineral is found in
the talukae The taluka also does not have forests and hill se
According to the statistics available for the year 1981, the
total geographical area of the taluka is 440 kms., out of

--1011-20-




6e

T

Be

Os

7

1.2 0 1

which 273 sq;kms. comprige of the pocket area. Thig means that
the pocket area is spread out in 62 percent of the total -
geographical area of the entire taluka.

Major part of the land in the pocket area is under
cultivation (17700 hectare out of the total land 24452 hectare).
Only 4.6 percent of the gross area sown in the pocket region is
under irrigation(1978-79 figures). There are 38 villages in
tﬂis pocket area.

All the villages in the tri.al pocket area of Ankleshwar
are situated within a distance of 16 kms. Majority of the
villages are located within 10 kms from Ankleshwar, the taluka
headquarter and the industrial centre. Thus, nearly all the
villages of thls podket lie in proximity to the centre of
industrial act1v1ty in the taluka, some of them being quite in
neighbourhoods. Ankleéeshwar is bound to make its existence as one
of the largest industrial estates in the country for chemical
and paper industriess There is so much industrial activity right
under the nose of the tribal people that if efforts are mage
earnestly, gettlng employment to maximum number of tribal people
should not be difficulte.

All the villages of the tribal pocket area have fagilities
for drinking waters 17 of the total villages have their own
water works for supply of drinking water while in the remaining
villages simple well is the source of gettlng drinking water.
There is not a gingle village which suffers for supply of
drinking water,

Except five villages, all the villages in the pocket area
have bus facilities. 26 of the total 38 villages are having bus
facilities throughout the year while in case of 7 villageg,
Plying of buses is. stopped during monsoon season as these
villages are linked w1th kachcha road. Of the remaining five
villages where bus fa0111tlgs are not available, four are
situated at a distance of only 2-3 kms. from Ankleshwar. So
the bus station at Ankleshwar as well as the rajlway station
serve these village too with rega®d to communication facilitiese

4all the villages of the tribal pockets area have linkages
with Cooperative Societiese There are 25 agricultural societies,
41 other primary societies in the pocket areas 25 of the total
v11lages have milk cooperative societies too.
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The present composition of the populatlon in the pocket area
of the Ankleshwar taluka 1s constlLuhed of Adivasis, Cagte
Hindus, Scheduled caste pecple and Musllms- 47 .8 percent of
the total population consiste of ~Adivasis while 4.0 percent
are of Scheduled Castes. In the rest 48.2 percent are the
Caste Hindus, Muslims and other social groups.(Figures are of
1981 Cemsus). '

76 .31 percent of the1total villages are bigger villages having
more than 500 persons in their population, out of which 21.05-
percent are such villages whose population are in the range of
2000 - 4999 persons. Only 23569 percent of the total villacecs
are such which may be classified as small sized villages,
having a population of lesgs than 500 persons. Thus, the
villages of this pocket area truely'show the demographic
characteristics usually found 1npgogggriba1 villages. The
total population in this tribal/is 47042 (1981), out of which
24319 are men while 22723 women.

Although the literacy rate among the general populatiOn of the
taluka is fairly high (49.6 Pc), it is not so among its tribal
population. Only 19.3 percent among the tribal population are
literates. The rate of literacy among the women of tribal
population is extremely poor (3.71 pc in 1971 and B.5 pc in

1981) in comparison to the women in the general population

among whom it is 39+6 pce Thus,.it is quite apparent that the

Scheduled Tribe people in this taluka are lagging far behind
the non-tribal population in matter of recsiving educatcion Iip

schools and collegess

All the villages in thig tribal pocket area have primary
schools. In matter of secondary education, this pocket is muai
lagging behind. There is only one  secondary school in this
pocket area in which-131 students have been receiving
secondary education. There is no Ashram school in this pocket
area where it is very much needed. In the non-tribal region
of the taluka there has been an Ashram school in which 110
students have been receiving education. Evidently, thes
situation with regard-to education is in poorer shape in this
pocket area in comparison to the non-tribal region of the
talukae.

The proportion of persons reported as workers in this tribal
pocket area is 40,6 pc which ig higher than the corresponding
figure (36.7 pc) in the non-tribal regicmn of the taluka. It is
signif icant to note that the difference between the tribal

pocket area and non-tribal pocket region is larger in
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respect of female particip‘atiOn ratess In tribal pocket area
229 percent'female‘s are workers against 16.1 percent of

female workers in the non-tribal region.

15. A large number of workers in the tribal _pocket area are
engaged  in agricultures 20.8 percent of the workers have been
reported as cultivators and 56.1 percent as agricultural
1labourers. The correspond'ing figures for the non-tribal region
of the taluka are 13.0 and 31.2 pc. respectively. Thus, it is
guite evident that in the non-tribal region majority of the

~workers (5548 pe) are engaged in non-agricultural works
against 23.1 percent in the tribal pocket area. The piciire
which emerges out of the -ab_ov;e figureg is that a large
majority of the workers in the tripal pocket area are engaged
in prlmary sector while in the non-tribal region maj ority of
them are engaged in either se‘-co‘n‘dary‘ or. tertiary sector. It
may be inferred that there is not much scope for the workers
in the tribal pocket area to be absorbed in the secondary

and tertiary sectors. This is all the more true 53 ejie aesis! Jiehisabofat
workers in particulars

16. The result of the survey indicates that for majority of the
landowning houscholds agriculture is the madnscEcelos
livelihood (63.7 percent) while among the landless householde
majority of them depend on agricultural labour for their
livelihood (74.4 pc;)

The next important occupation among the land-owning household-
is, 4&ronically, agricultural labour (18.2 pc)s This suggests
that though some households do possess cultivable land,
agricultural labour is the main source of livelihood for them.
Anong the landless households, next to agricultural labour
is service which is the main source of livelihood for 154
percent of the total landless householdse This is followed b

/are mainly casual labour in which 9 percent of the landless households/

engaged+ gepend on service for their livelihood.Cre household

13.6 aer

cent gf each among the land-owning households and landless househol”-
the land- hag petty business (owns a shop in the village) and animal
owning

households husbandry respectively as main source of livelihood.

Locking to the total picture among the surveyed households,
it is found that them main occupation in this tribal podket
areca is agricultural labour which is pursued Dy 62 percent
of the total surveydd households The next imiaortant source of
livelihood is service followed by agrlculture in which only

14 percent oOf the total surveyved households are mainly
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engageds Casual laoour work acecounts for 7 percent of the

total number of surveyed householdse =

26 percent of the surveyed households are also pursuing
subsidiary occupation to earn more income /é&der to maintain
the household as the eamings made from the main occupation
is never satisfactory for these householdse 22.7 percent of
the land—owmng households are engaged in the occupation of
agrlcultural 1abour for having a secondary source of occupa-
tion. For 19.2 percent of the landless households, EOTAEE
agriéultural labour and dairy are the important secondary [
of 1ncome..Da1ry as a subsidiary occupation is also pursued
by 9.1 percent of the landowning households while for 13.6

percent of them agriculture. is the second important source of

“incomes.

The té%al annual income earned by éil the 100 surveyed house-
holds comes to Rs.5,44,300. It means that on an aversge &
household in the pocket area earns an-annual incaome. of
Rs.5443 which in terms of monthly income will be Rs.456. As
the average size of - the household is 5.2 among the sukveyed
households, the monthly income of an amerage Adivasi in this
pocket will come to Rs.87.00. It is evident that an average
household. in this podket.area,'Whether it belongs to the
landowning category or landleséhéategory, fall above the
poverty line (Those having less than Rs.77.00 per capita per
month income are labelléed as."living below poverty line").

since the average size of the household among the surveyed
1andless households is only 4.7, the per. capita per month
income has gone higher and due to this it has been found that .
an average landless household too has escaped the poverty line.
It also seems plausible that due to living near the centre of
iwmense industrial activity, the landless and even several of
the landowning households do.not f£ind diff iculty in getting
wage—employment an a regular basis. On account of this, their
income is comparatively much better in comparison to the
agricultural or casual labourer of the interior regions like
sagbara, Dediapada and Rajpipla.

57.4 percent of the total expenditure is made on food items
only. Next to food, clothés account fOr'12 percent of the
total anmial expenditure. Since the pocket area has no forest,
the tribals have to make considerable expenditure on fuel.

7.2 percent of the total expenditure is on fuel itself.
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Of the total 100 surveyed households only 17 forming 17 per
cent have been found under debt. The percentage of indebted @
households is higher among the 1l andowning households. One
reason for the low incidence’ of indebtedness among the
iandless household is that since they do not have anything

to put asrsébufity against the loan to be obtained, no Ly
agency comes forward to give loan to them. On the other hand,
the landowning households do not find dlfflculty in getting
higher amount of loan.

on the whole i1f appears-that the adivasis of this pocket

area have: been able to make better adjustment in thelr
economic llfe when compared to the adivasis of the tribal
talukas of Jhagadia, Valla, Rajplpla, Dediapada-and Sagbarae.
One does not get & depresslng plcture regarding the backward-
ness and stagnation of Adlva51s economy which is fourd in
interior regions. But it is not because they have been

af fected by the development programmes. since they have been
living in close proximity of the non—AdlvaSLS T ‘have been
able to make better adjustment in their economic-life. But

a great majority of the Adiquis of this.podkéﬁ area are
landless. This implies that earlier the process of land
alienation has taken pleace on a large scale due to which the

Adivasis have lost their land.

Due to the faster rate of industrialization in the Ankleghwar
taluka, the labour force participation rate for the Adivasis
of this pocket area has been increasing in recent years. The
industrialization of this regibn is bound to involve the
transfer of many agricultural lébou;ers’from the food
production to production in the industry. If properly planned,
the Adivasis of this podkét area can be geared to participate

in the process of industriglization which may open for them

‘scope for their economic modernizations.

“Regarding the felt needs of the}Adxv351s, as many as 70

hougeholds: out  of the totdal 100 :surveyed households expressen
their desire to start new trades. For this they need the
assistance for finance, training and material. These 70
households want to be small entrepreneurse The gnall business
which they want to start aresmobile tea-shop, mobile vegeta-

ble shop, dairy, poultry, and plying auto-rikshaws.

out of the total households, 22 from the landless category
and 6 fram the landowning category need land for construction
of houses. 58 from the landless category and 15 from the
landbwhing need financial .assistance for congtruction of a

new house.
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7 of the landowning households have expressed their need to
have more agricultural land. Surprisingly, none of the landless

households has expressed_thisneed ~f the landowning householdse.

‘Only‘4 of the 1landowning households have desired to get
financial assistance for purchasihg agricultural implements like

pldugh, "samar", "Rab", Bullock Cart, etc. 9 of the landowning

‘households have expressed the need of getting subsidi_ed

supply of improved'variety of sesds. 13 of them need the supply
of fertilizers while 12 of thean need the supply of insecticides.

16 of the landowning households want to construct new wells

for irrigation purpose.

a4 of the surveyed nouseholds have shown keen interest in
taking up dairy activities. Of these 84 households, 19 belong
+to landowning category while 65 belong to the landless categOLYs#

From the discussion made in the preceding pages, the need for

- organizing massive-training programme to equip the Adivasis of

this pbbket area to become skilled workeIs and techniciang is
urgents Tt will help them in getting easily absorbed in the
industrial units of ‘ankleshwar GIDC. It is suggested that with
the help of Snall Scale fndustry Service Institute (Anmedabad)
a .series of training programme should be organiged in this

tribal pocket arez.

In the sphere of small scale industries and cottage industries,

following action plan is suggested:

Mini pulse mill

Flour mill

gnall milling unit for processing Bajri
Wooden packing case mak ing unit

rurniture making

Cane and Bamboo products manufacturing unit

Turning and f£itting

o

viii.EBlectroplating

1xe
Ke
X.i .

Xiic

Laundry soap and detergent washing powder
Magonary work
flectric motor rewinding

Welding work

¥iii.Bicycle repairing shop

Xch
KV »

}\’Vi.

0il —engine repairing
Electrical goods shop
Ready made garment shop

sxvii.Mobile Tea shop

sxviii. Mobile vegetable shop
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For promoting these cottage industries and small scale

industries among the adiv

a51s "of this pocket ares, training

programme and supply of needed material and provision of

adequate financial assist

In the expanding industri

ance can bc taken up on a bilg scale.

al - urban centres of Ankleshwar and

Bharuch there is enough scope for these activities.

Dairy development ig another programme which needs to pe taken °

up on a large scale in this tribal pocket area. The adivasis

are mentally prepared to

promoted amony them by a

take up this programnmes. It hHas to be

sound action plane Marketing of milk

should not pe any problem.

Similarly, poultry development programme catl be promoted

Here again, marketing of

successfully in this podket ared.

‘eggs and birds will be eagier in the

lndustrlal and urban centres of arkleshwar and Bharuch

There is a great scope and potent:l_allty for poultry develop-

ments Cooperatives of Adlvas:l. households . of this pocket area

should be orxganized to. int roduce poultry far.mlng in Coopera-

tive Sector.

Institutional finance and training facilities should be

extended.to the Adivasis

of this pocket area to take up dajry

and poultry farminge Even on individual basis these

programme s should be boosted uUpe

Ajriculture among the Adivasis of this pocket area 1is

characterized by inferior cropping pattern. The efforts made

by the state Government,

so far, have been sporadlﬁ in nature.

Following actions are suggested in this regard :

ie Improvement in the cropplng pattern is 2 major reguire-

ment. Not only some

better and more profitable crops

should be introduced among the Adivasgis, but the high

yielding varieties of some inf erior crops also should

be popul arized widelye. i

ii. Expansion of irrigation facilities through dug wells.

1 it irrigation schemes, check dams and tarnk se

iii. Large scale on~f£ arm

kyari making should

iv. Expansion of credit

work like land - 1 evelling, bunding,
be undertaken.

facilities.
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Ve Programmes for exposing the adivasis of this pocket area
to modermn technologye

vi. Vegetable product ion in the kitchen garden.

vii. 43 an agro-forestry programne planting of £ruit trees
should be promotéd among the wdivasis of this pocket
area. Some important fruit bearing trees which can grow

easily in this taluka ares: sitaphal, bor and guavde

Goat breeding is very much suited to the tribal economy. The
goats £it into their epvironment and socio~economic conditiongs
gince there is no forest in this pocket, goatry programme cah

be successfully taken up in this podket areda

Since there is acute shortage of fuel in this pocket area, it

is suggested to tzke up social forestry programme on a big

scale in this taluka to meet rhe fuel demand in near future.

The landless adivasis face housing problems In view of this a
‘scheme for housing chould be taken up among the landless

adivasis who are in big majority in this pocket areas
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‘¢ f:SGrvey Report on Basic” Amenities in
Scheduled Caste- -Sattlements (Falia)-
of Gujarat State

Name of ths Studys

A Survey Repdrt on Basic Amenities in Spgheduled Casts -

Settlements (FALIA) of Gujarat Stata,

Nature of_ the Study:.

A Village;fd village survey of basic amemities in the

Scheduled Caste falias in the State,

Origins
According to 1981 census the population of Scheduled
Castes in Gujarat is 24-38 lakhs which cuﬁes tot7.15
percent of the total population of the State, ;éﬁjafat
ranks Fqu;teapth amopg all Sﬁgtes in }ndia in respect

of the size of SoHE AU ATED Ao el bn 1l EE an )4 T
scheduled Caste uherbué; thexwlius face many and diverse
problems which are aocio-econﬁhiC, political and
educatlonal in natura.Sinca 1ndependance, efforts have
been made by tha Gout for their development but these
measures haue not ylalded much-dasired—results.
Experlence of recent years shous a different situation
where the exploitation of the Schthled Caste has ..
1ncﬁaased considerably., In opﬂar‘ga improve their
socio-econnmiq cgnditions, tbe idea of special component
plan emerged'u;#p'the realisatipn‘that the development
of Scheduled Cééﬁes.cannot bé,achieved only by
Formulatlng schemes under tha uelfara of Backuard Class
Sactor, ut it regyuires a multl-sectnral davelopment
approach, This idea was first mooted by late Prime
Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi in April 1975, one of the

objectives of special component plan for the Seventh




<

vt

r2

72 B P

Plan pariud is to prOU1de b351c minimum needs to the
Scheduled Castas popuratlon 1n the Ulllages uhere they
invariably live in separata lUC&lltlBS. "Mast of these
habi tations lack basic amenities like drinking water,
street—llghtlng, drainage, link rtoads, prlmary health
care and aducatlonal centres etc. In the Saventh Plan

systematic efforts to p:oulde these facllltles in

Scheduled Castas fallas are tc be made.

Obgectlue.

The main Dbgectlue of the study 13 to assess the

existing baslc amenltias avallable in SC falias and to

:;Flnd gut tha. actual mlnlmum requlrement for the. SC

falias in~-all the uillages in the State.

Mgrknplan and Nethodologx,

:In urder to knou the basic amenities and neads of 5C
A_falias, 1t uas decided that a ulllaga suruey of all

.~ the dlstrlcts of " %he State ba carried out. During

the survey euery care was® taken to Cover all the sE

.Fallas 1n the State. Keeping in vieuw tha natura of

data requred it was decided to ;use suruay, interview

and observatlnn tachnigue. The populatlun 11u1ng in

_rural araas is largely 1111terate so we prepared a

simple scthule.; This schedule was prapared in

consultatlon uith the' Social UWelfare DEpartment and

mapretasted through @ pilot study: in some village of

Gandhinagar dlstrlct This schedule was prepared to
collect details covering the village infra-structure

and 1ts locatlon which includes basic 1nFormatlon

ragardlng tha p051t10n of 'the v1llages as well as

5C falias in terms of various means of comminication

i




and other basic amenities available in the Uiilage .
and falias., The fisld work uas entrusted to the
Bhangi and Baxi pracharaks of all the districts. The
intensive training for collecting the data was given
to the pracharaks of each district, Almost all
survsys of this type will have to face certain
problems during field uwork and in data collection,

so in order to check and cross-check the filled in
schadulas it uas decided to verify 10 per cent of them
filled in by sach pracharak. The work was. entrusted
to us in the last ueek of July 1984. The total time
spent on project was thlrtaan months. The final
report was submitted to the Government in -the month

of August 1985, This is one of the largest surveys in
India 0? the Scheduled Castes throu1ng light not only
on their sccio~economic GDndltanS and disabilities
but is also giving an idea about the basic amenities
available to them today and their needs vis—a-vis

their amenities,

Main Findingss

There are 18,523 villages in the State, out of which
429 are uninhabited and 25 are transfarred to urban
arsas, Out of total number of 18,069 villages,
12,704 villages have SC population. The .present
study has covered altogether 25,534 falias and
330,386 rural SC households. The main findings of

the study are as under?

(a) Scheduled Castes housing is in a terrible state.
Many of them live in dilapidated duwellings, At many
places houses had collapsed and roofs were bloun

away, The population per house is very large, at
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+imes more than 9 persons per house. During our study
we found that there are no bathrooms, kitchen and

i1atrines in the SC houses.

(b) e have seen that the co-operative movemsnt is

vary weak in the SC villages of Gujarat, The member-

‘ship of SC people is very limited, As we sau earlior,

the ‘Housing conditions among the SC is very pitiable.

Some of ‘the villages have organised Housing Co-operatives

which have:done good work, Weavers' Societies are doing

good woEk,

(c) TThere were very few Baluadis in SC falias,
Baluadis must be started in all SC villages, UWe wish
that the Balwadi should become a centre of the sooio-
econocmic and educational devélobment'éf the children
and others. Girls! sducation is rather backward'
among the SC. Nofe:attention'éhould‘be naid to tnis
sectlon of the prUlatlon. Durlng our study it is
found that some Very backuard grDUpS among S€ 1like
Hali, Nadia, Bhangi and Turl have not been able to
take much high school educatlon. The per?ormance of
some SC students in professional courses is not
satisfactory and they do not comse Uptq“the_eXpeEted

standard there,

(d) uWe have seen that the po8ition regarding
availability of drinking water is not very bad as

far as the SC are concerned. Hopuwever, there are
certain deficiencies and imbalances in the supply of
drinking water to this community., 1In a few SC falias

the drinking water wells need immediate repairs,




(e) No sC Fallas in Gugarat has any facility for
publlc CDHUEHlBHCB (latrlnes) The people have to
use the road-51de or the: fields which belong to
nthErs.  Consaquently they add to the fllthy
enulrcnment oF the SC. falies and.also bring trouble

ta themselues. Women -also undergo great hardship

uhen they haue to sit by the road-side.

‘tp) ~As many-as 92 per cent of the .5C falias report
that~theyrare‘heér;tha main toad, In some districts
the approach. roads from fhs_méin village to the SC
falias is reported to be kachha, Urgent attention

should be paid to these distriﬁfs.

(g) Electricity is" a very important inéfé;éérﬁgtural
facility for any settlements DOur survey shouws that
about 16 per cent of the villages do not have
electricity and about 27 per cent of SC falias do

not have the electricity.

(h) Ue also examined the health facilities that were
available to the SC people in their villages, Dut of
the 12,220 villages we have surveyed only 3,655
villages had some medical dispensary. In 13,825
(54,55 per cent) SC falias no doctor is reported to
be visiting them. ue feel that a detailed health
survey of all the SC falids and families should be

undertaken,

(i) Ve have seen that as far as Gujarat is concerned
the crude, exterior form of untouchability are not
visible in many areas., Though ue must add that in

a few places SC are served tea or coffes in cups to
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be specially used by them only, The Harijans in
Gujarat by and large suffer from a gidden kind of
untouchability in thaiform'préjudicés and dislikes
against them and form a senss of superiority in the
non-5C over them, What is necessary is to deal with
this latent, disguised form of untouchability., It
will take a long time %o remove the prejudices from
the minds of non-SC people, A long term educational
programme shoq;d'be chalked out not only for school

children but also for adplts.

Spongoring organisations
This study was sponsored bnyduafﬁménf oF Gujarat,

Social Welfare Department, Gandhinagar,
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