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F OREWORD

For the past thirty years I have been keeping myself
keenly interested in the ethnological studies of the various
ethnic communities in Gujarat. In the early fifties when 1,
myself, was studying the Bhil tribe there was a very promising
academic atmosphere for carrying out such studies and it
1o0ked as of the existing gaps in the scientific research of
the rich cultural heritage, mirrored in the diverse social
and cultural 1life of both tribal and non-tribal comunities,
would be bridged over. But alas { when I went to London soon
after finishing my work among the Bhils of Gujarat and later
was called upon to organize the Tribal Research Institute in
Madhya Pradesh, a slackening in the tempo of anthropological
research in Gujarat was noticed by me. In the last two decades,
anthropological researches in this State has been of a very
fragmentary character and one can certainly say that there has
been utter neglect of such studies. This has been a very
unf ortunate and sad situation as a large mass of useful
information i3 being lost each year due to gradual disappedrane-=
of the rich traditional life of the different ethnic mOMMUNL -
ties before our very eyes, which ought to have been studled
and recorded carefully much earlier. It appears that in this

State there are very few people who understand the value of

such collection of material and information of the rapidity
with which they are being lost and therefore the speed with
which they should be collected. My own work in Madhya Pradesh

-_preven:,ed me from given serious attention to do somethil ng

tangible to correct the situation. With the establishment of
Tribal Research Institute as well as a Department of Social
Anthropology in the State, I expected that the lacunae in the
'_'scientific research of the ethnic communities would be
gradually removed and a steady and systematic programme of

studying the various social and cultural groups in the State
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would be undertakens But nothing of that kind happened and
today when I look OVELy T £ind a huge gap 1n our knowledge
of the cultural groups, based, ofcourse, ©On scientific
researches It is in this pbackground that the present ethno-
graphical study of the Garasias by Shri Lal ig most welcomes

The Garasias are a very colourful, lively and tradition
bound people. When I recently visited the area where they
14ive I was struck to view that a] though they live in close
proximity of a materialist society, in which standards are
low and fashions matcer Mmore than ideas, they have success-—
fully resisted in becoming part of such 2 materialist socletYe
However, traditlion, economy and language cut them off from
the outside world. This reslistance on their part, accompda-
nied by the autipathy of the development agents, lhas resulted
in the perpetuation of thelr poor economic condttion and . 2s
Shri Lal has observed many of them live below the poverty
line. They are poor inspite Of -he efforts made through tribal
development programmes to improve thelr economy. This 1S
1;rgely because the outsiders do not try to understand theme
It is hoped that Shri Lal's work would be certainly help in
creating a better understanding of them as well as in develo-
ping empathy for them.

This ethnographic work is & promising attempt to rescue
the evidence of traditional cultures which are in danger of
extinctione Bvidently, many more such works are needed 1n
Gujarat and I fervently wish that other researches would also
be tempted to undertake this type of studye. In any case, such
studies need to be promoted on a systematic scalee I do hope

that Shri Lal, too, would keep his interest alive in studyirg
other traditional culture in this State.

We certainly owe an apology for the delay in the publ icd-
tion of this worke When I took over the Directorship of this

i s B

Institute, I, first of all, started salvaging the earlier
studies done at this Institute from going to rote When 1

1ooked into this work on the Garasias, I immediately took
the decision to get this valueable work published without
any further delay, first in mimeograph forme..r .. It would
later be printed in a book form to reach a large audiences
apart from Shri Lal, his other colleagues who have been in
the team for doing the field work need to De congratulated
for collecting such valueable information on the various

aspect of Garasia's life and culturee.

Te Be NAIK
DIRECTOR
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I NT R-ODUCT I ON

According to 1971 Census, the tribal population in Gujarat

State iS 3?; :Lr?r 301 '\-"u.;.i._.:_t.__,;..a. n._.a.,...,_n_..;..-_;_;...-\..t.-.-t.-._—_: :I_:ii;_.- _t-"';nl:cent Df the tOtal

population of the States. In matter of tribal population this
State ranks number fourth in inaia following Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa and Bihar. Gujarat has been the home of one of the most
ancient tribes of our country,the Bhils. Their reference is
found sven in the ‘'pauranic' literature of Indiae. The famous
legendry boy, Eklavya, mentioned in the Mahabharat was from the
Bhil communitye The original home of the Bhils, since paleolithic
period, has been this region, which is now known as Gujarate. In
the present time, the Bhils are the second largest tribal
community in India, next to the Gondse In Gujarat State, the
Bhils number 14,48,692 (1971 Census) forming 38.97 percent of
total tribal population in the State. Besides the Bhils, there
are several other tribal communities in the State, most of whom
have retained their language and much of their native: culture-
The entire eastern belt of the State, right from north to south,
is hilly and forested. Eicht out of the total ninteen districts
of Gujarat comes under thiz belt. These eight districts are

Banaskantha, Sabarkantha, Panchmahal, Bharuch, Vadodara, Surat,

Valsad ind Dargs. All those eicht districts combined together

may be termed as the trikal region in the State of Gujarat.

There are other pockets 2l se. csuch as the hilly and forest tracts

of Junagadh,Kutch, Surendranagar and Bhavnagar where tribal
conmunities are found. Thus, to anthropologists and enthnol ogi st 3,

Gujarat has, for some generations, represented one of the

finest treasure houses of living tribal culture.

But, the tribal comunities in Gujarat have not attracted
adequate interest insofar as actual anthropological, ethnological
and linguistic research work is concernede. Whatever work that
has been achieved has had to be undertaken in a piecemeal fasghion

and at ccnsiderable intervals by @ few enthusisastic individuals
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and casual team of researcherss Only a few names, that of
P-G-Shah, D.N.Ma_'jumdar, T.B.Naik; FP.CesDave and YeVeSe Nath dare
well known in this respect. Considerable material too has been

collected by other interested persons but not yet published and
remains buried as fieldnotes or manuscripts. It is also to be
remembered that whatever publications are there have been written
Oon very slender data, some Of it of @ dubious naturee. Evaluating
the relative urgency of field research among tribal communities
of Gujarat our first reaction would be to say that the whole
field, without exception, needs immediate attention. For most of
the tribes in Gujarat we have nocthing more than brief sketches,
with an emphasis on some topics at the expense of others. In
whatever way one locks at the situation, it is gquite apparent
that very inadequate anthropological data have been collected in
Gujarat. So there is much we do not know about the tribal
communities in Gujarat and unless we collect this information

| S00n, very soon indead, it will be too late because the same

would be buried in the debris pf the past. Ags far as the
traditional life is concerned, it is disappearing before our
eYese AfLter a generation or two, most of it would be gone. Its

o : :
disappearance is being acclerated Dy administrative policies of

e T
ssimil .tion and the genera’ downgrading of what has begun to be

called the traditional way of life of the tribals

While it is '
mi X : :
impossible, even if 1t were considered desirable

to save traditional tribal society and

is possible to culture for posterity, it

record a great deal ab i
out it a it i '
urgent that we should do SOwe T m—

Aca 3 .
4 number of ways, cademically this is important in

say a '
Y anthropologically ang ethnographically, @5

well as ethn i
Ologicallye Practically such information is necessary

if we are to understand and

control
occurring the processes of change

1n these societies tg day so

tha i
takes place on correct lines. C their development

In early 1967, a decislon Was taken by the Institute to

tudies of all the major tribal communities

undertake systematic s
i1 our knowledge apout

in the Scate, in order to remove the gaps

them. It seemed quite vital to us that we should concern f£irst

with gathering sound ethnographic material for esach of the major

Tt was felt by us that unless a solid

ten tribes in Gujarate.
ledge based on field data is laid

f oundation of ethnographic Know
i+ would be virtually impossible to undertake
ese tribal communitiesSe

for each tribe,

applied anthropological researches amorg t1

Evamination and assessment of problems concerning the development

of these people could be understood in a better frame 1f an

acourate account of their society and culture is available TO Use

I+ is also necessary because 1n order to explain the present we

reed to know about what has gone before-which does not, of course,

mean that such explanations should be couched in historical TermsSe

the question of social and cultural change could be more
ound ethnographic material has been

Further,
systematically studied if s

already gathered.

For carrying out theseethnographilc studies intensive

planning was undert-aken at the Institute. The first ten tribes
(2 ) Kornkna,

chosen for undertaking the studies were the (1) Bhil,
(3) Warli, (4) Choudhry, (5) Dubla; (6) Dhocia, (7) Dharka,

(8) Rathwa, (9) Naikda and (10) Gamit. &s the Bhil tribe has

several sub=groups it was decided to study the major sub=tribes

separately. Thusg, Bhil _Garasia (or Garasia) Vasava and Dangi Bhil

were selected to be studied in addition tToO the main tribe Bhile.
As we decided that these studies must be done nowe it was agrecd
+hat these ethnogravhic studies must be i ntensively made 1n one
typical village of cach tribee. Although it is not possible tO
underxstand any tribal wvillage in isolation, it can serve as 4
useful focus for researche A tribal village with its extension
of

into the surrounding region constitutes & functioning segment

tribal society. Thus, any village of the concerned tribal



community, properly understood, represencs in a general way
villages of the region where the tribe 1s concentratede. However,
in case of Bhils, includinc its sub=groups, 1t was felt that
field research in only one village would not help much in under-
standing all of them as these people are scattered in different
regions, all over Gujarat. Hence, it was agreed to select one
village from each region where the Bhils (including sub-groups)
are preponderably popul atede

The research reported here is in the nature of a community
study of the Garasiase The Ga:;;aé.ias in Gujarat have not been
treated as a separate tribal grc;up in the scheduled list of
tribes in Gujarat although in Rajasthan where they are located in
south west of Aravallil hills, have been listed as a separate
tribal groupe. In Gujarat they have been groupéd under the Bhil
tribe and are commonly referred to as the Bhil-Garasiase..However
thec Garcaglas of Danta taluka, who have retained their social andr
culturdal ties with the Garasias of Rajasthan throughout the period
of recorded history feel themselves degraded if referred to as
Bhil-Garasiase. It is considered derogatory by them to associa;ce
the name of their community with that of the Bhils. This kind of
feeling is now being expressed openly by all sections of the
Ga’f‘:’LSii—---ﬂr whether they are Rajput Garasias or Dungri-Garasias or
Bhil-Garasias. These are the three sections of Garasia communit
in Banagkantha and Sabarkantha districts of Gujarat Thc ml%nl i
study, however mainly deals with that secti - } plz:esent

s€ction of the Garasias who

ride the 28 4 ceri
p hemselves in refering to their community as Garasia Rajputs

and who clai
im that only they are the descendents of pure Rajputs

while all other Garasias are descendents of the Bhils

Thege Ga ' |
S€ Ldrasia Rajputs (henceforth we will refer them a
em as

Garasias as it is a _
S & Mobe comnvenlent term) are mainly found in tl
- und in thc

EJ ¥ — 1;;\-" I|Ii_l

of these Garagias ar
€ also found in th
of

Khedbrahma and iB the Vijaynagar tajuka of the Sabarkantha

districte

The selection of the field centre was made on the basis of &

firstly, the village to be selected must

trwo=fold considerations
aracter with regard to the culture of the

have a representative ch
comnunity under study and secondly, the village must have a

suitable size and settilnde

From the point of view Of carasia population, Dantad taluka

can be divided into two major parts= the hill region around Ambajil

town in the north and the Hadad patta in easte. Among these twoO

e former one which possesses mOLe of the typical

parts it is th
dad patta

culture of the Garasias whereas the conditions of the Ha

paratively open to out siders may not give a good

which 1is com
of these

insight into and a proper understanding of the way of 1iEe

people. Our primary attention was, therefore, focugsed on the hill

region near Ambaji towne It is not to say here that the Garasias

1 uenced by modernisatione

of this region have remained uni

Neverthless, they are still primarily oriented toward thelX oOwn

traditional background. On account of living in mountaneous and

forest regions till recently, they have escaped large gscale

displacement OX absorption by more advanced populatione

e |

Irl SEIlEGtiIQ a Site f{j}’: reSearCllr preliminary StatlSthS =

collected for about ten villages of the arede Consultations with

the local authorities and public workers was al so doncCes Al thoug)

it was not possible to select & typical village &as no such thi .
exists, it was at least possible tO svoid selecting villages Wit

obvious peculiaritiess We cet out to find an orthodOox Garasia

village of modest size neither very much in the 1

close to the taluka head—quarters. Our final choice was village

Matac‘lham.l

nterior f£rom
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We chose a village as the locus of our ghudy, pob becauss an-atmosphere when the ficld team £inally arrived at the village
we were interested in making a village study but because We WS

to make intensive and extensive observation Of all the Garasiz
in order <g

to live there, none of the family accepted themo. Ultimately,

ter grsat persuasion, & V- cant room could be found, attached to
households of a comveniert territorial urit. However,
ascertain the dat . obtained from Matadham village we paid visitc
to seven other villages: Jambera and Dhadera in the Danta talukc

the house of a childless couple. In their second field trip, the

field team again experienced the same difficulty, this time

because of another reason. It had besn circul ated among the

itself, ‘Bara and Bedi in the Poshina patta of Khedbrahma taluie villagers b¥ vested interests, rooted in Ambaji that thic Coveraments
in the Sabarkantha district, Bhombhudi and Adepur in Vijaynagar
taluka of Sabarkantha district and Siawa in Abu Road tehsil of

Sirchi district in Rajasthan State.

was collecting figures about the number of family members, 1in
order to remove them from this village and to get them settled in

the villages of Surat district where on account of the floods

The field team started field work in June 1968 and al togethe
spent nearly two and half months. The field team consisted of Lou
research workers of the Institute, two of them were trained
anthropologists while two were trained economistse The field
team did not spend the two and half months in one stretch but in
five field trips made to the vill age between June 1968 and March
1969« DUring the period of field work, the field team lived in
Matadhame In addition to their residence in the vill age,
the team had a fairly extensive contact with three or four
villages in the immediate area and paid brief visits to seven

other Garasia villagese

The major problem confronted durich research in Matadham was
concerning the establishmenc of lrap?ﬂi}éh tile local peoplce The
villagers were at first suspicious of us and our motivese. A few
months before our arrival in the village, there had been family
planning campaigns in the surrounding area. In one case, the
family planning staff persuaded a young man, against his will,
for vascoetomy operatione. The members of the staff gave false
information to him and it was alleged that in a way they forcibly
carried him away in the vehicle to Danta and operated hime This
incident had infuriated the Garasias of the whole region to such
An extent that they refused to converse with any Goverrment
officals not to talk of cooperating with him. These people werc

already against any kind of family planning campaigne In such

one ftrom

all men and women had died and thus there was an acute shortage

of men and women to cultivate the lande And with this aim these

1 Sahebs! have cane from 2Ahmedabads. The villagers were pretty
upset over thise They comvened a meeting of the elders of tThe
village in which it was decided to have no truck with use. However,
with tactful persuation the field team could establish a fairly
good and lasting rapport with Thems Gradually the field team won

their confidence and then they cooperated freely and whole-

heartedly with the tedme.

The primary source of data were the Garasias of Matadham
ijtself. Besides Matadham, as mentioned earlier, we visited seven
other villagese Again, information about several other villages
were also obtained from imi ormants who visited Matadham durirng
our stay there. Information was obtained primarily from
cbscrvation and through informal interviewse Some objective and
lergely quantitative type of data were gathered through
que stionnairese Geneoclogies of important families in the village
were also collected. Interviews were conducted whenever necesSsary

in the most suitable places therefor- .

The Garasias, like most tribes, are an unusually closed
society, whose members are accustomed to concealing and protecting
themselves from the outside worlde Data obtained by survey

technigques on matters apout which villagers are sensitive would,
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in all probability, have been of little value except as @ ki

projective test and any attempt to sccure such data would have
jeopardi zed further research effortse Knowing this, the

questionnaire for collecciiy udra on theil cconomy was circul atad e

during the last field trip after an e:.cellent rapport had alre..-
been establishede

= =
i |-1 F o

Literature dealing with the Garasias ig extremely scarce.
carliest account which is indispensable for all research WOrker s
ig Todd's Ras—malaz. Gagzetteer of Sirohi State3 al so provides
good source apout the history of the Garasias. However, 1n nonc -

these one gets a comprchensive abcount on these peoples In recenc

times, Dave's work-'The Garasiasg'™ 1g guite comprehensive 1n -

certain aspects of their life. But as he has collected most of the
data through secondary sources,S the work does not have enough and
reliable data on their social, cultural,ceremonial and ritual life

and due to this the description of these has become sketchye

The present study is, therefore, perhaps the first ethnographic
study of the Garasias done through anthropological techniquese The
material which we obtained from Matadham are, as f£ar as we have
beei: able to ascertain, by no means entirely. peculiar to that
village. Infact in largec measure they are not. Matadham is fairly
represec icative of the Garags @ villages. This research report is,
therefore, offered as an analytical description of the cultural
life of the Garasias of Gujarate

9

CHAPTER II

THE SETTING

The mountain ranges which hound Gujarat on the north and ti:®
cast and which project numerous branches into the nearest parce
of the State, are steep, craggy and difficult of accesse The
shoulders of the hills and the wvalleys which intervene betwa
the spurs are the traditional homes of the Garasiase. The moun-e.
and the forest regions on the north-east divide Gujarat from
Rajasthane The grand chain of mountains on the north-east is thec
Aravalli range which forms a line running northe—edst and soutii-—
cast from Delhi to the plains of Gujarate. Aravalli means hills
of strengthe Geologically it is considered to be the oldest ranges
in India, older than the HimAalayase. The southern part of the
Aravalli mountains is mostly a net work of forest clad hills
enclosing well wiatered valleys and tablelands. The southern range
of the Aravalli may ke taken to extend from the mountaineous
region of Pali district to Udaipur district in Rajasthan while
its branches extend up to Sabarkantha district of Gujaract. I:n
gujarat this range cuts across the north-east of the Banaskancha
and the Sabarkantha districtss. The steep and craggy hills of pink
or grey granites, doO Act cacctu avouct 700 weceres in hight on the
north—east fronticr of Gujarat. Even, che highest peak Gurushikhar
on Mt eAbu is only 1,722 metres highe. The whole region 1s very
picturesque and presents a beautiful highland scenerys. The small
but translucent river Saraswati runs westwards towards the Rann
of Kutch, from the celebrated shrivz of Koteshwar Mahadeo, 1n the
marble hills of #rasoor. Other important rivers such as the Banas
and the Sabarmati also originate from the hills of Aravalli range
of south-west. There are several rivulets flowing fraom the
mountains but they are not perennial. These rivulets are indica-
tive of rapid mountain torrents, carrying in their descent a vast

volume of 3Alluvial deposit to enrich the soil belowe.
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. Lig cree, vad (ficus bengabasis); ashopolaw (poly althea 1ongi -
GEOLOGY | ] | ’ S| P
| floria); and palm (phenix syloestris). The chief forest products

The general characcer of the Aravallili ramge in the north-casc are gum and honeye.

|
of Gujarat is its primitive Lw-juations Giuwite,reposing in a ! AU NA
variety of angle {(the general Gip is -o the east) on massive, '5- —_
compact, d@ark blue slate, the latter rarely appearing much The forest on the north-ecast part of Gujarat was also once
above the surface or base of the super incumbent granitee. It 1s
believed that the oldest of all physical
features which intersect the Indian continent is this range of
mountain known as the Aravallis and that the Arayallis are bus:

the depressed and degraded relics of a far more prominent

rich in fauna. The fauna was varied and included tigers, wagh

(felis tigrisg); leopards, chitta, (felis jubatus); panthers, dipdo

(felis leopardus); stag, sambar (rusa aristcteles):; bears, rinchh

(ursurs labibtus); wild boar, dukkar, (bus indicué): antel ope,

Kahar (antilepe bezoartica); porcupine, sahudi (hystrix cristata);
& hyenas, wolves, jackals and wild cat (felis chaus)e. Now wild

animal s have almost disappeared a2lthough here and there one may

mountain system which stood in palaeozoic times on the edge of -
1 The geological formation of the hills belong l

| N W L ]
£o azoic and igneous groups. The internal valleys abound in ;. come across such animal se On account of the presence of such wild

the Rajput ana“sea.

variegated gquartz and a variety of schistons slate of every hue.
The Aravalli and its subordinate hills are rich in both minzrczl

1

games, the region was considered full of good game sancturies and

was ftully exploited by the former princely rulers and chieftains.
and metallic productss The Geological Survey of India has be=n |

Monkeys swarm near the village siteés and in the jungles. Snakes
tryind to tap the mineral resources of the hills in Arasoor

j of all kinds and sizes are found. A variety of birds, common in
regione In other regions of the Aravalli ranges, cooper, tin

dry decilduous forest such as cuckoos, jungle fowls, etce. are also
oxide of antimony, etc. had been already discovered.

found. #Among the domesticated animals mention may be made of

FLORA buffaloes, oxen, cows, goats and sheeps.

The shoulders of the hiiLls and the val eys which intervens= Dall'a TLHLUKA
between the spherc, were once covered with thick and dense
Forents Thel Forast is otilll Phere but in the FAl Tt has 9 . Danta taluka in Banaskantha district which has been selected
mostly disappeared, on account of large scale authorized and Lor the present study is -nestled in the Aravalli mountain ranges.
unauthorized cuttinge. However, the hills slopes and many s o The earlier description given for the physical feature of Gujarat!'s
of valleys are still covered with trees, bamboos and brushwood north—-east part is entirely applicable to the entire Danta taluka.
The chief forest trees are bastard teak, khakhro (agnogeigqus Danta taluka is & land of thousand hills, although possessing nc
latifolia); the wood apple, kathi (feronia elephantum): the Jaa: peaks or hills of speéecial interest. This taluka may be taken az cho
Jambudi (eugenia jambolana); the nim, limbdo (melia agzadirachs . north—ecast frontier of Gujarat. It lies in 24°12¢ north latitud.
the teak, sag (tectona grandis); ber (Zyzyphus jujuba):; mahuda and 72' 50" east longitudes The taluka is famous throught Gujarit
(bassia latifolia); and bamboo (bambusa)e. Of hedge and fiecldl - o and Rajasthan on account of having several places of pilgrimage
trees 1in the valley, the following are chief?mahuda, mango | for Hindus as well as the Jainse. The temple of Amba Bhavapi lies

(mangofera indica); rayan (mimoosops indica); banian or Indi-- | embosomed among the hills of Araseor, at the south-west
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termination of the Aravalli range. Near Ambaji town, there is
dnother famous place for pilgrimage at Koteshwar where the
temple of Lord Shiva (Koteshwar Mahadeo) is located. Also nearby
Ambaji is a little wvillage iounded by Koombho Rana of Chittor
and called after his name, Kc®mbharia. Here there are some

handsome Jain temples constructed by Vimal Shah in the 11th
ce-ni:ln_:'y-

ADMI NISTRATIVE HISTORY OF DANIA TALUKA

Danta, a gnmall town nestling at the base of wild and rocky
hills, had been the geat of Parmar Chieftains who ruled Dan-a
State before its merger with the Indian union after independence .
Its total area was then 847 sgemiles. The Parmar rulers of Danta
have been the most favoured followers of &mba Bhavani since it is
claimed by them that Amba Mata had bestowed upon them the state
of Danta in Arasoor hills to rule, sometimes in the 11th centaxy,
when the ancestors of Parmar rulers who were ruling over
Nagarthattha in Sind province, were driven out by the Mohummedan
invaderse At that time Ambaji Mata ingpired the then chieftain,
Jas Raj to migrate to arasur and take her there as the land of
Nagarthattha had been defiled by the Muslims. It is said that
Jas Raj migrated with his family to .Arasoors There he was asked
by Mata to ride the tiger which was her mount and blessed him
that whatever terrjitory he would go around, it would be his
kingdome Consequently, Jas Raj established his throne there. He
first made his seat at Gabbargadh which was quite close to Ambaiji
temples Later he raised ane army and went to fight with the
Mohummedans who had occupied Nagarthatthae He drove them out and
thereatter he stayed theres His son, Kedar Singh, who remained at
Gabbargadh during this period fought with Tursungia Bhil who
reigned at Tursunghmo .2 Kedar Singh after having slained him
shifted his royal seat to Tursunghmoe Several generations after
thig, in 1544 A.D. Rana Jetmal removed his royal sedat to Danta,
In between this period, several bloody battles were fought, in
the mountain fastness of this region, between one ruler and

13

another rulere It has heen stated that the town of Danta derivec
its name from Dantorio Veer, who was probably & Bhil Chieftein
and who=e shrine is situated two miles to *he west, oOn the LG

to Nawa Vas, where the people mdke ofieriliys of clay horsess

The rulers of Danta, who were placed in the second class
(Britishers' clasgsification of feudal states on the basgis of
revenue) enjoyed special influence on account of the famous
shrine of Amba Bhawani where pilgrims of all ranks came from all
corners during August, September, October and Novembers Their
costly offerings in those days used to come ultimately inco tioe
ruler's exchequers After the establishment oOf British rule, the
rulers of Danta were made tributary chiefs paying the Gaikwad
an annual sum of Rse«2371 as qhasdana,4 the Maharaja of Idar
Rs«513 as Iﬁ’"iiChf“liBELHd the Diwan of Palanpur Rs.500. Till, 1920,
the state was politically controlled by +he Political Agent oc
Mahikantha Agency whose headguarter was at Baroda. Later cn it
was included in Rajputand agency and remained under it £till it
was merged with the Indian union after independence. After
reorganisation of States in 1960, 1t formed a taluka in

Ranaskantha digtzlicc of Gujarat Statee

The rulers of Danta State were addressed DY the title ©f Rande
During cheir regime, the & ainistration of the State was carried
on by the Rana, assisted by one O two ministerial officers
rnown as Kamdars or Karbharis and who with & staff of clerks,
£ ormed what was called 'Mahakma Khas' or Chief Excutive
department in the State« All powers, even 1ln matters of routine,

were however, retained by the Rana 1n his own handse

For revenue purposes the State was divided 1nto tThree
divisions, ceach under an official who was directly subordinate

+0 the Revenue Superintendent and who exercised minor civil and

criminal POWerse
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Politcical relations between the Danta Dafbarﬁand the then
British govermment were conducted through- the Resident and the
Governc - General 's Agent £o~ Rajputande Th- Regident was
assisted by the cummandanc dina secona 1n cunmand of the Mewar
Bhil corps whe we-.e respectively Political Ssuperintendent and

Assistant Political Superintendent of the hilly tractse

There was a regular sm@ll army and police force maintainzd
by the Danta Darbar during the British periode Under instructicns
from the Political Superintendent, the police force had been
reorganised around 1870, on the pattern then prevalent in
British India. At the village level, the office ot Police Patel

was introduced near about the same times In the administration oL

justice, the court of Danta was generally guided by the

lenac‘:ments of British India, modified to meet the local needse
Much earlicer, in 1838, sir James Out Ram had instituted border
panchayat for the settlanent Of NUMELous blood feuds and dispuboeg
between the wild Bhils of Mahikantha and Rajputana fronticr.7

The system which consisted of monctary compensation £or crime
was found to be effective in prevenhting reprisal and maintainij
peaces. The office of the Patel 1in the village was the link

connecting the peasants with the Danta Darbare.

The prﬁncipal tenares Ln the then Darca State were Jaglc;
muafi, bhum:; and khalsa. & large part of the land was under th
possecssion of Rajput jagirdars which had passed to them in
return of assistance given tc the Darpbar in times of troubles <x
as marks of personal favour and in congideration of services to
bhe rendered in futures. These jagirdars used to pay an annual
tribute and had to assist the Darbar with thelr entire regoucco:
when called *upon to do soe Lands were dalso granted on muafil
dharmada tenure to Brahmins, bPards and temples from motive ok
charity or religion, the holders were Not reqguired to pay eilhoer
roevenue or tribute to the Darbar but had no power of alienatioit.

The tenure in the Khalsa or crown land was ryotadari and the
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ryot or cultivator was generally undistrubed in his possession so

long a@s he paid land revenues A majority of the population of

s .
= tl-l =

State w . ich was tribal were under the crow:. as ryotse

Land had als  been granted to Garagia chieftains who werc

e L2
required to pay @ nominal guit :~rent (Bhum barar) and to perform

such services as watch and ward of their villages, guarding the

roads, escorting the treasurey ctce Those noldings on the bhum

tenure were held by the SYarasia chieftaing as long as they did
not neqgl=ckt their dvties. s the settling of the 'Giras' or "8him!
claim rested in the hands of the officials of the Darbar, they

used to exploit the Garasia chieftains on the slightest pretext of

neglecting their duties. There used to be much discontent among
the garasia chieftains and &t one time, about 1870, an attempt
was made by the Political Agent to procure for the €arasiag,
under his political supervision, a settlement of their rightse
Mre Willoughby, <ssistant Political Resident at Baroga, was

] 8 # W ¥
deputed for this tasks. He wag alsc imvestigating the affairs &aund

security bonds of Mewasis in Mahikantha agencye. But this procedura

was vehemently resisted by the Gaikwad of Baroda and till thc

=

State was merged with the Indian Union, right of the Darbor +

settle Giras claims through hig ocwn officals, remaincd intace.

Sometimcs atter the failure JE Mre. Willougl oy's attempt, &

& Karac.2x

or agent of the Darbar wagd deputed to investicate the Giras clair -

— v e

of the:qarasias but little came out of it as the latter did n.-

appear before the Darbar's represcntative, probably due to theirn
having no confidence in the Darbar.

The ryot was the proprietor of the scil in Danta State.
called his land his 'bapota', the most significant, the most

B e | = =
i -4, (00 R B

| -
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patrimonial inheritence (bapota means from father), « The Garasi:=

still usc this phrase for patrimonial inheritence.
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is is the short history of Danta . State during the reign T+ runs as follows 'After the assassination of Siladitya, KXind <&

by

of Parmar chieftains. This history would be ugeful to understand

the his' ory of Garasia comminity which wouwl 4 be given later. IC

a chief of the Bhil tribe. There is an interestindg story about

the enthroning of the first Rajput ruler DYy the Bhils themsel-:

vallabhinagar, one of his cqueens, named Pushpawati, gave Dblrtn Tc

a son ¢t Arasoor where she nad gone o pilgrimage to Anoad Bhavarl «

w,fashclr_—:-::..t- Lrom e caray 1;1..:“-:_:.1.1! or Denta cuat this mounctalin ) As the prince was born inside a cave, e wak named as Gohas The
(e s § Tox £ e - e £ o L
§ . :_‘ ; - i - | N | 1 - 'Sati' to follow her dead husband in heavene As the young pPrilicy
fce;? I E’rﬁateﬂt-sufferers Gl e S _ grew to manhoed, he becdme tired of the peaceful life with his
v &L 31 & - o ~ AT 1 ~
rarasias and tl'j.e Bhils who had to flee to more remote jungles 1n ¢ oster parents and found hunting and raiding with the wild Bhil
order o get rid of the oppressiocns and intimidatione l ) ,
| tribesmen of the adjoining district of TIdar rar more to his
R EROSME S0 TR0 HISTOR taste. BEvencually he became the chosel chief of the Bhils and
l

The earliest settlers, both rulers and ruled, in the Aravalli | during eight generations his descendents ruled over these
hills were the tribes. now known as Bhilse This 1s an established R'! primitive children of foreste. 'The earliest rulers of Parmar
fact now. Writing about the Bhils Sir Cole. James Tod describes, dynasty at Danta, had to fight with Tursungia Bhil, the |
“"All this space from Udaipur to Sirochl frontier is irhabited by chicftain of Tursunghmo to claim +their suprimacy in that regiohe.
communitics of the aboriginal races, living in a state of primeval In the beginning, the Rajpuk ~hieftrains had to cune in contlict
and almost savage irdependence, owning no paramount power, paying several timcs with the Bhil chicftains in the valleys of ~zavzll:
no tribute, but with all the simplicity of republics, their hillse. But later, the Rajputs established friendly rel ations witlh
leaders with the title of Rawat, being hereditarys. Their i the Bhilse There are inscalces which show that many Rajpuc
habitationsz are dispersed through the valleys in small rude chieftains toock and accepted the help and assistance of Bhils, X1
haml sts,; near their pastures or places of defence"? There are their war against encmiese The classical example is that of L-no
many more evidences which cstablish the fact that before the Pratap of Udaipur taking refu@e ameng the Bhils of Aravalll
Painuts Tame in the s2rea. * = porvlation 1. the valleys of the hillse It is believed that Rajputs in sarly days used to
Aravalli hills cornsisted mainly of Bhils« The next comers were intermarry and eat with tho Bhil s, who were regarded not as &
the Raisuks., whose arrival rocmg to date from the establishment . menial tribe, but as lords of the Stﬁil.lo The Bhils, when
of Arab power in Sind and the £all of Vallaphinagar 1n the eighth conqurered Py thc Rajputs naturally wished €O gild the chains
century. In the eleventh century the Musalman destruction of they could not break. To trace & canmon, though distant, origl "
Nagarthattha in Sind drove out the Parmar Rajputs and in the with the conguerocors was to remove some portion of the taint o
twelftn and the thirteenth century further advance of Musalman dishonour which arose from giving their daughters in marriags to
power drove away many other Rajput chieftains, the Parmars o: the Rajput chiefs. And a degree Of satisfaction was derived
Chandravati, Rathods of Kanauj, and the Chavda of anhilvada, from assuming that the blood thus corrupted once £l owed Lxrom
into the Arravalli hills. When the first Rajput dynasty was sommon Sountaine
costablished a2t Idar, the place was being governed by Mandalilke

-~
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Thesc two major ancestral stocks are generally belicved
o3 3 A e - 1
to have contributad to the Préesent Garasia populatione One has

been the indigenous popul ation living in the Aravalli hills,

The other has been tlic loo iMwiyrants 42 this area, the 1

Rajputs of the In O=Aryan sgpeaking gr Upe i'accc::rding to

Sherring — 'the Garasias arc said to be dcscended from Chauhan
Rajputs who were in the éountry before the Sisodia congquered

Chittors They have lost most of their Rajput customs and arc

Now A wild race, associating closely with the Bhils, whosc

cdaughtcrs they take to wife, and now they live apart from more
civilized pecople' o1l It will not be truec, however, to say that

the Garasias have descended £rom Chauhan Rajputs onlye. In fact,

Ehe history of the region clearly and pointedly shows that -

nearly all scctions of the Rajputs had been intermingling with

the Bhilse By intermart iage with the Bhil S, many of these

Rajputs lost caste, only keeping the name of Rajput clans, t

which thcir forcfathers belongeds We have scen carlier tE-‘lt

the Aravalli mountain, the a@bode of the Garasins had been a

scene of great historical turmiol ancd uphecavals right from the

periocd of RAajputs to early Britishcr rulce This happended on

Account of the 1argée numbor of ' A i :
gt numbcr of prifccly states in aAnd around

that region and frequent Mughal invasions on these pPrincely

e order of the day in those timos,
About the bloody feuds opc gets a viwvid

stitese Blondy fcouds wers

description in ap
articlce published by MeS.Comniseriat regarding the brief histor-
of Gujarat, }

r 1

"Having got rid of domineering nobles, Mahmud (Mahmud TITI

— 2y
who rcigned during 15346-1553) conceived the design of conguaer

1ng Malwae. The Vagir (Minister) Asaf Khan, being consulted o
. CL I

the subjcct, said that he ecould dirceet the Sultan o a c

OO0 aue st
Gujarat 2] s ho ] i L
J ¢ hC urgecl, was hcldl 8 R.G._‘] puts and Garasiag as Wotanr

— ok

Or hcreditary estatcge IF the king could resume Chis and

not legs important and

| - - .
Cransfer it to Muslims, he would dcqguire a jagir suf ficicnt

19 -

to maintain one army of 25,000 horscse. The wicked advice was

at once agted upon and the Hindu landowners were forecibly
cijected from their ancestral estates. This unscruplous imnvagl o
of the sacrcd rights of private property ot once ralsed 2

storm of bitter cpposion and the feudatory chiefs of Idar, Sirohi. .
Dungarpur, Rajpipla and frontier districts rosc in a formidaibl
revolt., But the Sultan strengthened his military oue posts aind
the insurrecnction was put down in the most sanguinary manncre
The parties of soldicrs stationed at Idar, Sirchi and othcr
places were ordered to extirpate the very name of Rajputs and
Kolis, from these places, excepting however, those who wcre tho
armed police of the country or such as were engaged in trace,
and who were to bo distinguished by a gpecial mark on the

right arme. Should anyonc of this class be found without this

2
mark, they were to De exﬂcutuﬂ."l

Earlier Mughal invasions by Sultan iwmued Shah T (14101 44.7)
upon Idar, Mewar and other fceudektory Staites werle also of such
charactere. Even carlicr thaen this, in the commencement of the
year 1297,+seDe the gencralsg of aAlla-ud-din Khil ji weXec scic
with an army to cffect the reconguest of Gujarat. Laying wastc
the gountry, thoey created a scenc of anarchy in the regiocne. In
fact, the north—cast region of Gujasat was invaded not by
Musglims 2lcone, and the arm: which should have defended the
region had brcker up into numerous divisions, eager, no doudt,
to protcct the ground which zach independently occupied, but,
as a whole, connccted by no common interest and acknowlcedgilrg
no common leadere Bven during very carly period of Rajput
dynasties, fight with cach othcer was guite commons

Such a situltion must have necessiated the intcermingling
of different strcams of population particularly of Rajputs anc

Bhilse It has been narrated by Alcxander Kin loch Forbess:

"At this time, the Gaikwad army uscd to come every threoe

or four yecaes, and when the pecople of the village heard of
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their approaching which they did generally when about ten kos
of£, thecy causcd the Trughayas to beat their drums and raisec
;L Ci'y mé '‘f1v,£ly, thc army is coming! Upon which the people
ledc Zim:l. taking shelter waioly the Lills, concealed themgelves
there with the Bhils. "1

In ancther narration it has been stateds..."informed by his
scouts of what had happended, £led under the protection of twc::‘
thousand heorsemches ssand lived as fugitives amongst the Bhil
of ..Aruvallis-“14 The fact of Maharana Pratap and his trﬁt:tlaez

taking refuge among the Bhils is too well kKnowle

by Thus, in an cndeavour to gain peaceful life, the Rajput
jagirdars and girasdars went to the length of adaptirg- the wa
of life of the Bhils, living in the remnote hills and forests ’
TE i_s.not Aifficult to imAagine that there was a constant rufl'u-f
of emigration on the part of the Rajputs to the hilly tracts )
where the Bhils lived. In @ legendary tale prevalent amoi- :"
Garasias it is said that there was a king who rul acd Rajg‘fm -
(ncar Chittor)e. «#fter his deakb , the King's widow deput“d--r
Dungaicha nobleman to look aftcr the affajrs of -thé Stati 71:
deccased Kings' sons were minorse In return of his Eemih J
the throne the King's widow exonerated him against pa f;CL
revenuc to the Statees But the eldest son, when he becjmmi - —f-.
and occupied the throne, did not sce eye to eye with thL-: o
Durd aicha noblemane *he new ruler demanded the unpaid r:v S
Oon %l‘xis issue, they developed crmity towards each othﬂrhaizéu.
ultimately the new ruler got the noblaman murderede On }ﬂaq g
the news of the murder of his father, the noplemants S-O‘:: fi“ﬁ
order to take rélenge, killed the King and then f£led aw; j{-i
thaF Statce As he was an dbsconder and at the same 1;_j_me Ya_ o
murcerer of @ royal person, no princely statcCs would gi:fc
shelter to hime Ultimately he had to hide himself in the hills
among the indigencous peoples His descendents are tocila.ybki;id

as Dunglichas (2 clan name among Gar,sias).

2L

Another legend runs <8 followss

"T,ong ago there wetc two brothers of Parmar dynasty who

uscd to rulc over Mount abue. Both of thcem were great WwOor shlPppPCr s

. By.»y year they ased to ride
upts Khedbrahma to offer thelr

a0 - by | = - .
~rabhma ton ol e

of Mataji of Khei br< o
Eou and travelled

down from Mount
Once it SO happened that one of

prayers in person to the decitye

them got badly thirstye. (the narrator warned tO rememper that

was Very arduaous +nd full of obstacles

and hene it uscd TO be a great feat £ or/thick and dense forcst) e

+ he wert in scarch of water after
A+ a particular SPOL e

journey in those aays

In order to guench Nis thirs

asking the othcr brother to wait for him
of his search f or water, canc

The thirsty brother, in course
of the Bhil communitye He

dcross 4 house belonging to & person
near the hute She was the

found a be ~utiful maicen atnniling
He asked her for water and

daughter of the owner of the holsce
after quenching his thirst joined his brother on wdy TO
his heart TO that Bhil maiden and

Khedbrahmae. But he had l1ost
On theilr way

remained much t ormcntad throughout the journcyes

he deliberately lecft the company of his

back to Mount AbUg
his way to the housc of that girle On recacni g

protner and £ounc
~ndl asked for her to becomt

+here he met The father of the girl
consent but on the condition tTh<T

his wifee Thc £ ather gave his
~rmancitly with him (the

he (th. prince) would h=ve to stay p
or only daughter TO lecave him fOor

goods The princd was so much s nfatuated with the beauty 2nd

r1 that he finally agreced
thus settled down amongst the Bhilse The
dynasty latcer, in course

Bhil) as he did not want h

charm of the gi to the demand of the

girl's father and
rhis prince of Parmar

Acscondentc s OFf
~ow today as Bhil GardasiaSe

'h.'b-'ﬁ-.-

of timec, Pbccame whom we K

Lihe other brother wenc pack to Mountc Abu and alone rulcd

over the kingdome which he, atter some time lost to invadcrse

He alongwith his family members Decama fugitive and f£inally

tock refuge 1in nills amorg the Bhilse Hig descendents, LNCOULSC

51 toldy as Garasiase As they maji n-

of time, became whom we Kn
the distance through

/ those brothers to cover up
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tained their purity, they are higher in status than the Bhil
Ga.raSiaS-“

Sinilar lcgends in different versions arc prevalenct amorg &

the diffcrent clans of Garasiase. Thesecvidcnces suggest that it

Was the safest possible way for such Zugitives to escape the

bloody feudse Thus it can be visualised that they stayecd among

the Bhils, married Bhil women, adopted some of the Bhil totems

ancd the Bhil gods and in course of time allowed their widows to
mArry againe Such evidences have been recorded. For inNstancCes s
"Rummal received a chicf of Sonaggera Chohans who came to

ldar from Ghaler, having been driven out by the Mohummedans ,

to him the Row ass%gngﬂ.the patta or ficf of Gora Mecerpoor. Thisg o
‘Chuhan family for some time intermarried with that of Row; but

after a time they connected themsclves with Bhil women  and
A e .
5 such Rajputs were jagirdars or

girasdars, they maintaincd their identit y by clinging to the

beocecame outcastceg",

original clan name of their fathers. Thosc Rajput jagirdars,
who toock refuge in the hills and who had lost their gstate and
henece had no jagir, they too, would have prepared to get

identified as Garasias as that was pPrestigious than to
Bhilse

e callod

Sir Johlis Malcolm and Grierson have also shared the Vview
that the Gardsias are descendcits of Rajputs by Bhil wamen.lﬁ
CeSeVerkatachar traces Rajput blood in theme "Forced by b

clrcumstances", he writcs "to make an alliance with the denizens

of hills, the Rajput did not hesitaote to take woman from triba
land and this was the rcason of cdisintegration of the Bhil
I

L] L] L - 7 L] L]
1nto various sections they own toﬂay".l S1Y Grierson has alsc

clucidated about the Garasias in following terms — YThe cl an

of the Garasias are, in many cases named after Rajput. Instances

'l-‘-l-j

are: Chauhan, Solanki, Parmar, Rathor, Dabhi, ctc. it first

sight this might appecar to substantiate their claim to Rajput

origine aActually I suggest, the exact opposite is the casc, fo

—
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the son of a man of Bhatli gotr2 by & wifc of Rathor Gotra mMay
not marry a girl of the Rathor getra. Thus the Garasias follow
the ordinary Hindu customs and not the distinctive Rajput rulca.
It scem . probeblo that these gotrlas Arosc - Com fugitive Rajpute
who joined the Bhils, temporarlly or nermanently and had issues,
legitimate or otherwisc, bv Bhil womecn and that the fruit ot
these union took, as a distinguished mark, tha tribal (clan)
name of the male parent.Tlg Tracing the origin of The term
Garasia, Sir John Malcolm states that '+he word is derived from
the Sanslkrit 'Cirag! which significs a mouthfub and has been
metaphorically applicd to designdte the small share of prodice
of a country which these plundercs (Garasias) claim'l? It was

al so known historically that Sultan ahmad Shah I had originally

()

assigned wanta or hereditary estate to Rajput chiefs with
view to concilliate them to his ncw dynastye It might Dbe
inferred, presumbaly then, that those Rajput chicts who were
given wanta land or'Giras' have becn alrcady on the lowest
scale of soecial and ccononic level in the heirarchy of thelr
own Rajput Caste structurce In the bardic cnronicles, tne CtCiT.
was constantly applied to the lands givin foOr thelr subgistoric
to junior members of the chieftain familiese. The sonS o Rajcc
and Ranag borc the appellation of Koorwar (Prifhce) and_their
sons the designation of Thalzors provided thoy had succceded -
an estate. The sons of I'nekore were also called Koonwar Ay yg
their father's lifies On his death, thce cldest son uscd to bees
Thakore and the others Bhoomeas or Garasiase The term Bhoomca
was applied to all possessors of landed property who werc Nno<T
Rajas or Thakoress. Gradually, during +he Mughal and British
period they were referred to as Garasias 1n conscquence of fluu i
being the ancient hereditary proprictors of the portion or
territory they possessed, in which scnsc the word 'Gras' wts
uged and it was eqguivalent to 'Asil' or 'Cudecm' (two mohummec -
words which meant roct, origin, foundation and ancicnt, old,

-

former)e Thus, of all the posscssors of land among the Rajpucsa;

—-— -
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the Garasias were most inferior in gradation anc it was not
possible for them to scalc themsclves up with the Thakores,
Jagirdars, Rajas and other officials of the feudatory statcSe
In the event of turmoil ond uphcaval e it cculd have been gdsicr
For them to throw their lot with the aboriginal population of
the region, the Bhilse Not orly Rajput male fugitives tnrcew
their 1ot with the Bhils but in all probability even the Rajput
women rather than £all into the hands of foe fled into the
lills and forests and toock refuge among the Bhilse Bridget
Allchin has alsc pointed cut that 'In Westirn Cencral India the
Bhils, who are now agriculturists have absorbed a great deal,
both physically and culturally, from the many waves of lrwvadcls
who have entered India fron the north-west, or rather from thc

2 :
? Ma jumdar was

people displaced by cach new wave of 1rwaders'
also of the opinion that 'the Bhils have clearly acguired
agricultural technig ues from more advanced peoples, possibly
at the same time absorbirng new cthnic clamentse A cledr example
of this is to be found in the north-western Bhil groups, who

. have acqguircd many Rajput characteristics from fugitives of thc

2]

Rajput wars who took refuge with thems, "Thus, therc could be noc

doubt that in this region, super—=imposition of the culturce
pattern of Rajput over the indigencous Bhil culture thas taken
place, /hich had been gredtly faeilitated on acecount of the
racial intermingling between the Bhils amnd Rajputse For the sako
of gtatus cuhancoment, the Rajputs, wao were absorbed in t+he
Bhil socicty kept thelr claim about their origin to Rajput castc
and cven stuck with thelr origindl ¢lan namee. InN coursc g.fl time,
a large number of Bhils of other regions, where the racial
mixing toock placc onh a very small scale, and who were living

in close proximity of the Garasiasg, 2also startced claiming their
descent from Rajput and a gracdually adopted the name of Garasics.
This appearcd to happen, particularly, in the region of prescnt
day Sabarkantha districte. There have been a few avidences,

suggesting that a large number of triodoal population of

25

gabarkantha district was known 2s Bhils during the British

periode. Scme of these cvidences arc 4s follows$

{i* Therec was no menti a of Garasia p- yulaticn in
sabarkantha region in the census of 1901, 1921,1931 and 1941:
(1i) A.W.T«. Webb has also mentioned that t+the Garaslas arc
entirely confincd te the contigucus  stAtESs of Marwar, Mewar,
Palanpur, Sirohi and Danta}zz(iii) Grierson too, has pointec
out = 'the influcnce of Marwari increascs ds WC proceed
northwards along the Aravalli hills wherc we find so called
Girasias (while discussing the language of Bhils in the Idar
Statce, he has nuever hinted at the presence of Giraslia there),ZJ
(iv) The Garasias cf Danta taluka, ocven today, have close soclal
and cultural tics with the Garasias of Rajasthan, while they
have no such tics with the so called Garaslas of Sakarkaptina
region; (v) The Garasias of gabarkantha region hayve a numoer of
clan names found amoeng thc Bhils which is not in the casc oOf <The
Garasias of Danta talukde

These ovidences arec suificient to demonstrate that the so
called Garasias of Sabarkantha region arc largely Bhilse There
are enough evidences on the other hanl, of the presence of the
Garasiag population in the region of Danta taluka and its
adjoini. g areas in Rajasthe-, 1n the 1901 C=nsus, the Garasias
have been referred to as Warrior or psucdo-warrior class and
have been grouped together with Kathi ,Khatris, Marathas, Rajputs,
Thakors and C}thw:-;-rs...2'f'r Tt has becn stated that their main ¢~
concentration was in Sirchi State, Danta Scate, anct other
recgions of the then Mewar Statces The carly British authors
1ike Col, Tod, Sir Jdochn Malcolm, MeSeCommissariate and others

have always identified the Garasia as a distinct and separatc

ethnic groupe In the volume on Mewar Residency of Rajputana

Gagettecer a mention has becon made of the Garasias at several
=1 coese At wll ploces chey have been treated as a different
25

group from the Bhilse
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- i amorg the Garasiase On the top of the hicecrarchiy arc the
All these evidences suggest that the Garasias have been | ‘ |
§ aqls _ Garasia Rajputs (in somec regions they were known as Chokl#
distincly referred tc as an independent group irrespective of

o3 ~ e : Garasiaz), who consiler themselves descendents of pure Rajputs
their p~st association with Rajputs or the Bhils and they were & o !

N

; . in: Next in the hicerarchy are the Dungri Garasiads who dl so cOnsicer
mainly concentrated, during Britigh period, in the Mewar Y

- : C themsclves descecnade of Pure Raiputs but as theli¥r ancestors
Residency and in Danta State. SHECY LA sERendELES PULE = JPUE =

had been cating buffalo-meat, they could not claim to be &8 pur
- - ey . o = - y - . = . g . - . . . S 1
of present Sabarkantha district, as recorded in the former

=

| is of the Bhil-Garasias who are considcered to be more or 1less

censuses, P.C.Dave has argued that +ha abac ) o A | N | - ‘ | | |
’ } a% - SRR R R Ok L | like Bhil ge However, to the Dungri Garasias of Bhil oda Pajl

mention of the G’;lr-?isif_‘lszsm arate tri e S . - ~ 1~ . . P !
B ¢ Eribe in the census cnumeration patta and Meghraj regions of Sabarkantha district, cven the

of Rovakantha arcl Palanpur agencies, Appear Toe be more duc to Bhil -Garasias, not to speak of Garasias alone, designate 1 ower
% 5, 5 = . c | 3

| l
the callousness of ignorant enamerators rather than due to the p

_ | o o o status than themselvess They call them (Dungri Garasias of
absence of Garasias in those arens.” 1his Argument cdoes not | : : ivin
. foviihe | : saparkartha district) '"Pharakwasi® mecaning thercby persons livirg

PPEAL TO De very convineing as it was highly improbab ha ,
: : = S I in decp jungles and hillse They further allege that the waoen of
in all earlier @ensus emumerations, such clllousne ss could haveas | . . = 7
= N | _ . = the Dungfi Gdrasias uscd to wear 'Po njanli : \41n orname N worn .I-:'T)r
been showne Further, the British authorities themsclves use 1 ' :
; ! : . women on between arkle and knece. right from the arkle tc the
to travel extensively in those arcas, at the time of CenNsus ;
| _ _ knece Even their diadlect has becn different from those of the
operation to get first hand knowledgce It appecars SVNEPTY 81 ng bo : ‘ ]
| - - ' pecople of Dapta talukae The members of the Bhil-Garasia group,
that the Garasias in Sabarkantha rcgion had escaped their e . : <
_ _ in general who were not militant, like the Dungri Garasid, also
notlcee Grierson hag al so not recorded tho presence of the il £ Bhile Th
1 _ _ N ike to be referred to with the prefix of Bhile Y
Garasias 1n the them Idar Statce S oK L e i L : . )
al so like to be refeorred to as Garasilds cnlye In order €O
ALY C 1 t*I ~e N T . el & A - - . - " ' — o » - g - o =
i 107 SCCINS, that in order to do away with the do SPLscct Namo distinguish themsc lveg from the Bhil <Gar aslas, the ]_?)GC}LJ]_L; O
of Bhils 5 . a . - : re - T ‘ ﬂ i . _ _ g
=y SOITIL. C}f thﬂ Cl HS :Jf thl_.- Bh 1..1. e D SCLI:)&I‘I{ CLl'lthE'L rl‘_‘lﬂj 3010 S:ll:) ;-_.er 1]'1‘1‘.‘.1’13. rt_..i:fjl OT1 hazre Ble 3 II: ) 'I:‘I_; o _T_’Jr‘i_.'f 132 'IID-!‘J_IE rlll o -“Ii-S Euc:11
must have inv :{d 2 ‘ )i Saras; £ : i . . - )
S e invented the fiction of being Garasias to raise they arc now known as Dungri Garasias. As they too were rercrrod
themselves in th and t iy neiah ~ b 3 o | | _ . : :
S 1n their own and their neighbour estimation. Ono % ; / to as Bhil-Garasias in carlicr times, and werc thercfore
could not deny the fact that superimposits ¢ - : ;
Y pPerimposition of Rajput feceling it derogatory, gradually removed the despised prefix

Culture patterns has taken place over the Bhil culture o o tBhil' from the name of their communitye In order to have a

grcc..lt cxterts This was responsible for the tendency to troat i stinet name for themselves, they put the prefix of '"Dungri'
Chelr community name, Bhil, in a despised manncr. Henco the (meaning one who lives in hills) instcad of 'Bhil' before theilr
flamuur Lor bﬁiﬂ? known as Garasiass In fact they feel it community na2mees It should be pointed cut here that among
derogatory for thomselves to get Aassociated with the Bhils in themsclves the Bhil Garasias refer cach other as Garasias while

AT L eEtts THLR jcrnd g istrong fecling i's prevalent: Smnony all Dungri Garasias refer to each other as Dungri Garasias
. - _ x = o I : . 1 = 3 : ™
scections of the Garasiase. On account of the intermingling of
different streamg of populaticn in varying proportions in th

.
oL
e e

different regions, therce have ariscn hicrarchical divisions




These hierarchial divisions, maintain distance from cach of.i.
just like Hindu castcse Neither inter-marrying nor inter-—din:
takes place between thems Duce to the fear of pollution a
Garasia Rajp@t would not 2ccept even water from the hands of
Dungri -Garasia or a Bhil-Garasiae. Drawing together the throal:
of the foregoing arguement it might perhaps be stated that in
course of time, theSe divisions might bccome indistinguishapl
£rom cach other. It does not however, alter the facts of past
history or the original separatencss of the people of these
Jroupse

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF GARASIAS:

Lfhe Garasias of Danta talnka ars: nenally +al11, but not Very
tall gaverage height being 5' 7") and well built. They have a
complexion varying from olive to copper and dusty brown, anc
they possess a fine nosce. On account of milleuniums of racc
mixture, the physical characteristics of the Garasias do not
conform to a common patterine They approach the R2jput castos in
some of the physical trajts and arc distincly different from o
Cypical Bhile But even the Bhils have varying physical
characteristicse. However, the Garasias are lLorng-hcadaed apd
hence clearly show dolichecephalic strainse By and large they
may be classed under the broad racial group of scytho-
Dravician, to which much of the non-tribal population of
Gujarat belongse The Garasia women are of light complexion,
graceful, and compare favmur@blylwith'thair Gujarati neighbours.
in stature, they usually show average Indian heéight and arc
lightly built. Their cyes Qre full, expressive and dark and
thelr fecatures are pleasante

LANGUAGE OF THE GARWSIASE

The Garasias speak a dialect which 1s parc of the Bhili
cel

1 anguagces Grierson describes Bhiill as a langudge or the abral
F . : 27 e - . 1 - — 11
group of the inner INdO=aly il Lo uldle "phe Bhil dialectes

writcs P.GeShah "Ifppm & continousg chaln betwecen Rajasthani,
through Gujarati, Khandeshi and iarathi. The Marathi influcncc
is only of a superficial kind and the general character of the
Jdialect remains Gujdrati".ze while carefully listening to the
Garasia specch, it will at once appear that the di2lect is 2
mixture of Marwari, Bhili and Gujarati. But thc Gujarati
character is less prominent in their didlect while Marwari or
Rajasthani character is more prominente Gricrson has termodl

. 29 n
-heir dialect as '*Nyar-ki-Boli or Nayar dialect”e There 1is

distinct influcnce of Marwari dialccte InN scme areds, thelr
Jialect is known as "Magra=ki~-pnli'"e. Magra, 1in their dialact,
medns hill and Magra-ki-boli is thercfore, the dialect spokan
in hillse

=1 —"-u-!--l-.-.

To summari@e, the mountain fastness of Danta had known 2¥S
of bloody strifes The greatest suffercers of such bloody strifecs
Wwere the Garasias and the Bhils who hacd €O gipjpush;d i nto morg
remobe jungles in orderXr to ascapco from the ogessions of Raja's;
jagirdar's and fecudatory officialse. On account of this, the
Garasia country has alwoys becn insulated to a very great degree
against politicil and commercidal Inc d. The region continucd
its political and cconomic isolation from the plains, both from
the north-cujarat plains and frcm Rajasthan plainse Due to the
uncertain political and economic situation during the Mughal

and British regime, it was not.uncommon among the Garasias to

Sil
rom one place to another in scarch of pecace and

@i

migratc
cconomic stabilitve Only after the pacification of whole regiocn

through the British protectorate, the Gardsias got general

securitye




CHAPITER TIIT

THE G#RaSIA  VILLAGE

our discussion now turns frem the cultural arca of which
this study is broadly representative to the specific loeation
of the rescarche. As stated clsewhere the resecarch repocted her
is in the naturc of community study. Although no Garasia il Laer
could be understood in isolation, it can certainly scrve as 2
useful focus for rescarche Any Garasia village properly

understood, represchts in @ general way villages of @ particrl &t

type and arcas

As mentioned earlier, the village Matadham was selected
for the intensive skady of Garasia tribe. This village 1S
sicuated at a distance of ncarly 196 Kme from shmedabad and
falls under the police station of Ambaji. From Danca, the
taluka.heaﬂqﬁprtgrs, the wvillage is situated at 2 distance of
28 kme in thu\north while Danta is nearly- 44 kme north Of

\ ; .
Palanpur, the theadg-unarters of BAnaskar-na ALstrict,

The village Matadham is ncarly oS Kme south-wast frow Ambaji,
the famous pilgrimage centre for Hindus of Gujarat and
Rajasthane. Matadham is linked with Ambaji by a jecpable kacacha
road which howoever, bocomes Gifficult teo negotiate during the
rains on accﬁunt SfF the two rivulets which otherwise remain drye
The corvenicent way to reach Matadham by a vehicle is to motor
through Kupnbharia village where the famous Jain temples and a
Mahadeva temple of the 12th centﬁny are locatede Upto Kumbharia
there is an all weather metalled road at about the sccond mile

st one from smbajie The village Matadham is lirked with Kumbharia

by a kachcha road, and is only gt & distance of about 1 kme

fran therce.
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As there is no railway in Danta taluka, the nearest rail
head for coming to Ambaji (and for that matter to the village
Matadham) is at Abu Road in Rajasthane. #bu Road is nearly 27 Km.
in the north from Ambaji and it lies on Ahmedaocad-Delhli meter
guage railway line at a distance of 186 km, from Ahmedabade.
Ambaji is well connected with all the major cities of Gujarat
and Rajasthan on account of the excellent road and rail

transport services.s

SETTLEIE T HISTORY

e —

Historically, the Garasia villages can be seen as 4
microcosm: a great world 1epresented in & small one. A village
can be viewed as a part of the Arasonor region and its local
history can throw further light on some of the historical events
of the tribal villages of this regione The racial and linguiscic
history of the region has already been discussed 1n the previous
chapters. While considering the history of a Garasia village, the
history of the region should not be overloocked. However, s o
cannot be regarded as systematic history of anything. It 1is
racther collection of statements about past events some Cf which
have bearing upon the Garasia villages of this region. -—n these
regspects it is like many otiier brief histecical introductions
to traditional ethnographic studies which suffer from lack of

historical depth owing to lack of datde

We have discussed earlier, about the racial and lingulstic
affinities of the Garasias and about thelr strange ancestors wh-
finally secluded themselves in the valleys and jungles of
Arasoor reagion in Aravalli hillse In this area, at least theil=
wanderimgs were followed by a long era of pecaces Here, in tThc

primeval forests of aAravalli hills, the Garasia immigrants mece

cleargnees in the jungles and established thelr villagese. Thi s,

in the heart of the deep forests, villages grew up, and day 2V

day went on steadily myltiplyinge. In this way the Garasias

spread over the entire north-—eastern parts of Gujarat.
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| The history of Matadham village is vague in the mind of
1ts residents and is unrecorded el sewheroe Nﬂ one remempers
when the earliest settlers came to Matadham. The Presence of
1‘:he llth cenmtury Jain temples and equally old Mahadeva t-e-rij'-:
in the imnediate neighbouring village of Kunbharia testifieéJ
that ag early as 10th or 11th century, there must have beaen a
habitatijon in and around Matadhame. Even the several centurics
old step well supports the above contention. These works areh
believed to be the works of petty chieftains or Jagirdars who
?uled small independent principalitiss or a grouﬁ ofvilTGQ;r

L0 these hills before 15th century. The jain temples at -
#umbharia‘village were erected by the famous minister Vimal shah
in 1lth century. These temples are one of the most superb nnlm“"-"*l*1
shrines of Jain faith and are similar in canﬂtruction.;;d k-
magnificence to the temples of Dilwara on the table-lard of
Mount Abu in Rajastharie There is @& legend which relateé‘bh;t
"the Mata (amba Bhavani) gave much wealth to Vimal Shah a%d'he
constructed here three hurdred and sixty temples dedicaten;'l to
?arasnath- Later on account of grecat anger against Vimal Shah
M?taji consumed all the temples by fire, with the exception of
flvg,_whidh she left as witness to the legend”.l This legend )
probably contains a certain amount of truth, in as far a; tt
relates to the destruction of temples founded on the sp.mj ]J:;
Vimal Shah, through a volcanic agancy which had evidentl %z
some time or other been very active throughout the hj ‘3
arasaor.z'vimal Shah himself secem e
Lo | S _..._ s Lo have fully believed that

| 'uai s occasioned by the vengeance of Amba Mata, for the
inscription on the temple which he subsequently founded at

Dilwara (lMt.abu) contains stangas in propitiation of theo
G{DCldESS- . -

trat the neighbourhoecd of the

Rangpur, which was a seat of an importanc

rulers in the 14th™*or 15th centurys. All these

the aneestors of the

+ted 1n the
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The purpose of DARrcating the above legend here 1s TO show

presenc Garasia villages happen to
= omat of Hindu cultiuree. The

be @ place which wds & DECTANE DE. S
t ownship of Ambaji, which i
Mat adham, is itself an old
the west of Matadham at a distance of 5 kime

s only apout 5 km. from the village
important place for the Hinduse. In
there is a village
chieftain of Danca
evidences provide

Garasia villages are 1 ocated

11th centuilYe

human activities of this region during the early

periodes As we Know, O account of several recurrling bl cody wWars

in the region, migrations Of the population was an order of the

day during the medacval periode Thus, although there is no

it seems propable that people who were living
ring villages from

direct evidence,

in the village of xunbharia and other neighbou

10th to 15th centuries might have deserted the area and migrated

to some jothel places. The present Garasia population of the

Matadham, Kumbharia, JetWa2s, <4 awa, Bara, Beri,
11ages occupied the

Mama-na—-Piplav,

Dharda, zamberi and othel | sighbouring vi

area in the early 18th centurYa. Very little is known of these

people but as nhad been shown earlier they most probably came

From Mewar and Marwgr region. While discussing about thelr

Jenesis in the earlier ch&pter, we nave recorded that two major

ancestpadh stocks are generally believed TO have contributed toO

the present Garasia population,the indigenous Bhils and later

immigrant Rajputse In the Process of the genetic mingling of

these two groups, shifting of populdtion_from one place to

another also todk place in a big waye. 1In some villages oldeXr
L 3
people re

ported that thelr “ncestors had at least moved to f£ive

places before finally settling in the present villagee. aAccordlig

to one informarpt of the village Siawa, his ancestors (origincl
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settlers in the village) had originally migrated f£rom Chittor
sides From theres they first wen: to Torna village,thence to
Banaswada side, thenc: to ~ f. Lo, thence o Tinsara and
finally to Siawa. dmilarly, it was e 'orted that the ancestors
of the village Bhombchudi, Adepur and Jadi Simbal (Vijaynagar
taluka) had initially moved from Pat an side, They came to
Panorwa Patta (Rajasthan), from Panowra to Sirchi taluka

(Rajasthan), from Sirohi region to Dhulia side (Banaskantha) anc

finally to present villages in V1 jaynagyar taluka, Claiming their

Ooriginal home land to be Patan, the Garasias of these yillages
warnt to associate themselves with Solanki clan who once reigned
dat Patans However, they are ceércain that their forefathers had

come Lrom Panowra. Abowy Patan they have just a vague image in
their minde

In the same way, the Garasaias of village Bara, Bedi ang
Satranj ang Mama-Na-Piplav are certain that their forefathers
had migrated from Panowra side although they claim Chhittor to
be their original home land. From Panowra some went to

Chandrana, some towards Sircoh® side and some to these villageg

-;:I.:-J‘

Such migrations helped the new cOmmINity to gain a beti
status in a new place. But a -
SUccessive migrationsg, it is a difficult job tg trface their
1ndigenous abodes. The fast diappéaring ancient traditions of +
Garasias may give us some clu

O thea

€3 L£or tracing their origin ang
migrations. But as thesgs traditions are vague, gsuch an actempt
will lead to crude and gonjectural Leconstruction of their
settlement history. Legends only
CO generation, gathering additions as they passed from one m
€o ancther. In the process of additions, several tales have be
iLnvented to dccourt for the cases of those things that was
Larffling for the limited native 1ntelligence to £ind clearcut
and authentic explanatione

we have no wri:ten records of tl.ei -

have passed down from geheratior
outh

=1
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~ 10 thﬂ
The old men of the village Matadham have some idea about

past of this particular villages. Sanja Rathod,-an.olé md:a:iﬂ?it
vearg narrated to us the history of this localitys Hl? S tDut;hir
was confirmed by other old men of the vill agees According -ﬁhagitﬁﬂ
statements this land used to have a dense forﬁft and'waf lw.ld

by wild animals of various typese Of all the flldhanzzz f;e i
bears, were in abunddance which in course of time ?cd5bn;rs Th
source of getting name for the villagee. Al though W1lﬁ ; -

now no more found there, the old name PersilstSe Onejbﬂzrsiﬁpiop
family belonging to Rathod clan migrated'h?re from Mew Rat;;d
which is nearly 100 kme from the present‘v1%lag6. Thaz sgrrl
family soon there after brought another family of Ratho a;e .
settle therees They felled trees, levelled the land and m. ﬁ:ﬂﬂ
forested area fit for bhuwAn Liabitation. Gradually, they 11‘1:"**:“: Hr
the area of cultivable land and settled there permancntlye. Late

i A 1 ! : ttla d LJ.--. ] 'I-: I'-\_ '
= rl Suc_:.._ﬂ s & - 11 nd SL-I'
-

. L : - - 'l S a
Among the current residents of the villages, there 1 P
3 ) sstors orf
eral agrecment that Matadham was founded by the ances T
g o ne - <K d | o | _ ! . - t} Cr e
a Rathod familve Two brothers of the family first settled th
. = | il L

ancestors of a family of Dabhi clane The man

w JEP f= 4=~ Yl 3 =
Thereafter came the settloer

belonging to the Dabhi clan was a relation of the ?ilg;fjipgiﬁg
(who belongcd to Rathod clan) by marriage. The fam% v JT t.in_
1:;£;:» the Dabhi clarn also migrated from a villagaita_the;ajs
Meware It is claimed by the villagers that thelir ancesto

jde ] owe - itory the
ultimately came from Chittorgfiah side in Mewdr terrlitory,

present Udaipur district.

. 1sia villages
(it o £ +he rasene day Garasi -
By a rough estimate many of the p o7

mist have been settled some three centuriesf,The name of %hfh“
first settler of wvillage Matadham was Jetho Ratheod x_-.rh-:f: wa:i: L,L.,
anccstor, in fifth generation of Sanja R?thod. Follfwlzg+;i ;ﬁ:st
gencological chart of Sanja Rathod, showing the name or Tthc Lir

settler in the vil lage.
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Similarly, thc village Siawa was first scttled by one Rupa Kala

Vansia, who was the ancestor in seventh generation of Deva Rupa

V-lﬂﬁiaa

GENEOLOGICAL, CHART OF SANJA RATHOD Tn Matadham .oxt to Jetho Rathod came the ancestors of Dhano,

. W — T T D gy TSR AT L ST T L e TV S O TR s o R
the present police patel of the villagee. IT 15 not clcarly known
how ncar kins were the forefathers of Sanja and Dhano. Formerly

—

the police patel used to be appointed from amongst the lineage ©i

A . Sanjo Rathod (usually the eldest member ) on account of their
Jetho |

{(tha first
settler)

claim of being the original settler. But somehow or other, since
one generation, the office of the police patel went in the 1ine

g w of Dhano's lincagece

Next to members of t+he Dablid ~lan, were memoOers of Parmar,
Gamar, Pargi, Makwana who settled in the village. Twbtly, mMembers
»f Dungaicha, 8olarnki, Khokharia, Bhumaria, Angarl migrated €O
this villages. The Dabhis too have a pseudo-historical notion
apout their migration in the village. But members OF other ¢l ans
are clear about their migratiole  Memoers ofamunber of clans have
been living in this village since one generatlon oOrnilye The patc
of housing in the village also suggests that the familieg bal o .
ing to Rathod and Dabhi clang were the cgarliest settlers as °*¥

—

1ive in closc proximity to each other and occupy tHe plain anc

most fertile land of the villagece. Thelir houlsecg are dlso firsc niz.

- L) when one enters the village from ambaji. There 18 only one e .c

L T,

+ion in the scheme of houses of Rathod and Dabhi clans and +hat

§ regarding the location of the houses Of Dhano Rathod and his ©wo
® A-0® e-4 8=

Narsirgh Kaiku | brotherss Thelir hbouses are situated in the elevated table-land oc
| , ool e | the village which is known as 'Dhar®. Although the ancestors CFf
‘ | l | Dhano and his brothers were amongst the earliest settlers, Dhano's
=& H=8

.1%3 — ‘. A = () A s . father's father moved into the other reglion of the village in
nja Fhule Tha Rupa Sanja Bhure Hukli

-
]

Mano Atri Bhikhu Dhuls quest of wmore land for cultivation. They cleared the forest 1n
Wi A AaR T

vrea : : ;
8‘-5;3; Li - - the Dhar region and brought more land under cultivatione Howev.x,
L
old the original settler in their lincage had settled in the plain
region of the villagc where the houses of Rathod and Dabhi -
PR »*
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families are still found. The houses of the most families belo:
ing to other clans, who settled recently, are situated in the
Dhar reylion. Some of the la.er-~ scttlers, ©of course, have also
settled in the recion of the origin scttlers. But guch families
are ostly connected by marriage with families of either a Dabhi
or 2 Rathod clan. For instance, the sccond house on the village
strect leading from Ambaji side, is that of Harsan who belongs
to Makwana clan and who himself has migrated to the village from
a ncarpy village. Harsan got married with a girl of the wvillage
who belonged to the Dabhi clanes The girl's father imnvited Harsan
to settle in Matadham and offered him a piece of cultivable land
in the village. When he migrated into the village, he was allowed
to ercct his house in the region of the original settlerse. The
land offered to him was also located in that very regione Similar
is the case with families of other clan who are found in the
region of original settlers, except in the case of a family
belonging to Dungaicha clane This family actually resided inside
the boundary of Jetwas village which is the next village to
Matadham on north-castern sidce But most of the land of this
family was located in Matadham villages SO in order to have
better and close watch, this family £inally erected a new house
inside “he boundary of Mat-dham village, n~ar the family's
agricultural land and settled down there. As such, excepting thesc
casecs, houses of most of the recent migrants are located in the
Dhar region, on the fringe of the forest tract in the villagece. In
this way, the situation of the houses, of the families belonging
to different clans, give a fairly good idea about their successive

migrations in the villagc.

Almost similar pattern of the situation of houses, of the
families belonging to different clans, is found other Garasia
vill agese Thus in Matadham, the Rathods are the first set of
immigrants and are inhabiting the village for the last gix

gencrations while the Dhabhis®  arce the second set of immigrants

e

||

|
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who are inhabiting the village for the last five gencerationss As
the Dabhis also claim to be the original settlers, the office of
the Patelsghip of the villoge rewvolvre round three lineage; one
that of Dhano Ratlod's lineage, the sncond that of Sanja Rathod's
lincage and thitrd that of Nupa Dabhi's lincages The office of
Patelship is changed after gap of five yearse. The Talathi, in
consultation with the villagers, select the man from these threc
lincages for the office of Patel. On the Talathi's rccommendation
the government issues order rcgarding the appointment of the Patel.
Patelship is a honoured of fice among Garasias and a patel of any
Garasia village takes as his right to entertain any official in
the village. Due to thisg, no other person in the village likes to
play host to any official lest he should irwite the enmity of the
Patel of the village.

Persong of other aolans ara inhabhiting the village Lo the
last three, two and one gencratione The figures provided in the
neyt Table gives exact ideca about the length of residence in
terms of gencration of the families belonging to different clans
in.thé villagce It 1s covident f£from these figures that cxecept the
Rathods and Dabhis, necarly all the families of the remaining
clans have migrated comparatively recently. The most recent
immigrant is the family belonging to Angari clan who has now
permanently settlod in the village only @ couple of years back,
haveéng migrated from a village in Palanpur taluka of Banaskantha

cdi Stri ctCe

The villages Matadham, Jamberi, Dharcda etce were, beforc
independence, under the rulers of Danmta Statec,Bara,Bedi,Satranj,
Mama-na-Piplav were under the rulers of Poshina Statce So the
villages of Bhombhadi, &depur and Jadi Simbal were under rulers
of Vijaynagar Statce. Siawa was under the rulers of Sirohi Stateaoe.
These princely rulcrs did nottpeat the inhabitants of there

villages with consideration, only becausec from the point of vicy
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TABLE I

Distribution of familics according tO clan
and lcngth of residence

T iene o the Simce mow many gemsrations Living in the Perc.
Noe clan village neajy
6 5 ‘ 3 2 1 Total
Gene Gens Gene Gone Gene Gens  NOe

1e Rathod 13 - = — - - S 256250
2 e Dakhi - 9 6 = = - 15 29440
3. Durngaicha = = - - —_ 3 3 590
4 o Solanki - = - - - al 1 197
5e Pargi — - - = 2 2 4 7+ 80
6o Gamar = - - 2 1 3 6 1180
T e Parmar - - - 1 - 3 4 7« 80
8e Makwana — - — = 1 1 2 3692
e Khokharia - = = = - 1 1 1«97
10 Bhumaria - 5 —— L. ~ 1 1 1497
1le ANngari - — - - - 1 1 197

TOT/ALies ve 13 9 6 3 4 16 5T 100 «00

of racial classification, they wecrc congidered inferiore. In f£aa-
the rulers werc indifferent to them as long as the Garasias did
not claim racial cquality with those of the ruling class but thc
officers of these ruling States did exploit and harasg the
inhabitants of these villagess. However, independence was nover an
important issue in these villages although certain village elders
nad been cooed by one Moti Lal Tejawat for revolting against the
rulers but nothing of conscquence took placce If these feudatory
chicfs were nét popular their government was looked upon without
disfavours Oon account of the reorganization of administration by
British Political Resident, thc villagers were living in peacce.
The administration had become less meddlesome and was preferable

to that old ruling Darbarse. But in fact no government was

a ———— e e —
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recally approved by the peoples. aAfter independence there wore
revisions in administrative procedures and in taxation policic:

and othcr laws affecting these villagese The forests and othor

uncultivated land adjacent to the villages, which provided &

substantial part of the means of livelihood in the hills vested

e’

in the Stiate Governmente. The right of use of forest produce and

— -

the right to cultivate land were sharply curtailcds. The prohis

tion policy and the excise laws curbed the frec usc of manuva

I
!

liguor which was the most popular and favourite drink amorng Th&e

These wWwere the most resented and lcast obeyed of the many
unpopular post—indepondence reforms. Other irnvovatcions, such as
village panchayat (statutory) rule, community development work
and attempts to set ﬁp'vi11ngﬁ cooDoratiyves wore largely looked

upon with indif ferencee.

Both cmigration and immigration are rare in the Garasia
villages after independencece Only two men of Matadham, an reaent
yoars, have immigratede. One had gonc to Vatva, necar shmedanad ip
scarch of a job, and the other has gone to a neighbouring village
to live with his in-laws as he was required to look after thelr
agricultural intecrestse Last ycar fcw Bhat families had come TO
live in the village to work as labourcrs in a dam construction in

the villagecs Thoy Wwere considercd to be temporary resident se.

THE VILLAGE SITE

Matadham is physically similar to nearby all Garasia
villages in this region, except the two mountainous cliffs whilch
divide the village into two parts, one known as Matadham propcr
ard the other as Matadham Dhare. The former is the northern part
while the latter is the southern part of the village and 1is the
slovated table=]l and of the villages The fauna and flora arc
similar to any of the other villages of thig region. The village
arca is almost entircly used for cultivation and dwelling sites
excopting the forest tract on the southern side of the villagc

which is the property of the forest departmente. Houses are
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scatterecd and cach dwelling unit (1-3 houscés) is found on the
cultivated plots and fallow land of the owner. Garasia villages
are all remarkable for monctony of layout and haphazard location
of houscss Perhaps there never is anything like 'layout's. The
newly constructed dam is the only alien element in @ typical
Garasia village, if we look at the village Matadham from & purely
topographhcal. point of view. Towards the southern end of the
village, another mountain cliff rises and stretches southwdrd,
castward and westward. Beyond this is the Panchhg wvillagce.
Betweecn Matadham and Panchha, the mountainous cliff is full of
dense forests It is the main source of supply of fuel, wood,
leaves, fruits, etce for the Garasias of this villages This
forest is devoid of any kind of wild games which could be huntecd.
The only animal 8 nanally geen now-1-days dre monke¥s and rabbitse.
Previously, due to dense jungle, a variety of games were avail a-—
blees This forest tract was a hunting sanctuary of the rulcrs 2«
aristocratcs of Danta Statece INn those times, the villagers wew:
not permitted to kill any game in the forest. The rulcrs werc
apprenhensive that if permission was granted to them (Garasi:z
they would clcar out that forest region of all games and thiis,
the rulcrs would be left with nothing to hunt. Aftcr indepencor~ ..
there was nobody to prevent the villagers from killing gamcs |
dwelling in this forcest tracte and within a decade, they,alongwi=l
villagers of other adjoining villages actually cleared out the o
jungles of all such gamcse Many villagers testified that for ;;;
vears after the merger of Danta sState, they had regular and
abundant supply of animal f£lcsh for consumptione Now their bows

and arrows have become complcetly uscless and as such the inclusion

of non-vegitarian dishes in their diet has become a delicacy whicl
will ClLl

‘they cannot afford too frequentlys
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vatadham is 2 medium sized village with 51 householdg &I
234 people. When we say medium size village, we have in our
average size of village in ‘he Garasia countrye Of all other
Carasia villages visited by us, none wds having more than 100

houscholdse Large villages like Siawa, Dhadera and Jetwas Lo

having about 100 houscholdss
of the land of the village is either dry arable

T ER

Tts total areda 1is 1679 acrese VOST
land given ovol

to oxtensive cultivation of cereals, mainly maize, Or clse
Yy pasturcse Certain part of wvillade iand is

= —
E

uncultivated and roc
also forcsted particularly that lying 1in southward, south-=wecstweit

Only 18.8 percent of +he land is under

and south-cast warde
any hill-top in the village an undul ating

cultivations. From

plateau can be secen streteching away to mountainse. This undulat-

ing appearance 1S deceptive, for the plateau in this region 1s

Most of the houscs of the

cut by sharp valley and, cscarpniclit s
As the Garaslas

on the slope of these cscarpinencsSe
car their farms, the result is what

but in f£act the

villages llie
srect their houses just n
ars to be & random dispersal of llouscs,

appe
i+ casmioer to get from one house to

network of paths always MECS

anothere The village, like all other Garasia villages do noc

have any strect plame all wut onc of the village lanes arc nRACLTOW

and wind in and out among the houses through the cultivable

ondloss mazee As the lanes or Detter to sy,

land, in a secmingly
agricultural land, dharing

narrow strips of paths, run through the

agricultural scason it becomes impossible for a new comer in the

Garasia villages to find a way for approaching any particular

housce. In cvery Garasia village there may be @ broad street or &

passing through the villagce The broad lancs

pucca road may be
village with a bigger village Ok

or the pucca road connects the

nearby towne Such broad lanes or puccda rodds have bcen construct-

ad by Government under progral
, will be only @ few houscs 1 ocated on either side of the

Phere
not very close by. But majority of the houscs

ane of restoration of commini catiOns

strcet, although
SO Nt

will be far away from the screet and not in sight from 4ny Fo~Li
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on the streets. In fact the houses located in the upland of thc
villages are completed obstructed by high cliffs, which strctcl
somewhere in the villagese The rise of rocd-vy land here and theli
completely obstruct a total view of an entire Garasia village an:
it becomes impossible to comprchend the actual spread of any
Garasia village band and housc from any point in the village

except when one goecs to the top of the highest rocky hille

SACRED GEOGRAPHY OF THE VILLAGE

The sacred geography of the Garasia villages consists of
at least six religbdoug centress The most important is the templc
of Bhairav, usually situated on @ gmall hill tope In the villages
of Bhompbhudi, Adepur and Jadi Simbal, there are no such temples
although the villagers agree that they have faith in Bhairav. In
village Matadham, it is situated on a gsmall hill top on the
western side of the village. in the plaig sector, l.ce in thec
region of original settlerse On this hill-top there is o small
one=room house in which the images of Bhairav and other deitics
are kept on slightly elevated ground by the three sides of the
wall. The temple has @ door which opecns on eastern side of the
houses The otheér important sacred centre is Khetlo which in
Matadham, is located across the small rivulet, at thec foot of
mountain cliff on westward side, just ncar the old stepwell. This
Khetlo is the sacred platform where ‘'Ghordev! is stationede The
Khetlo, too, is not found in the Garasia villages of Vijaynagar
talukas The villagers offer here flags in the name of Khetlo.
Near this Khetlo, there is a newly constructed shrine of Mahadeva
on a raiscd ccmented platforms. This has been constructed by a
contractor, who Wa@ undertaken the contract of constructing the
dam in the village. On another raised stone there is an image of
Shitla Mata, the goddess of small poxe Therc are two other
Khetlos in the village, one situated in the Dhar sector of the
village and the other on the narrow pass in the central mountai .

ous cliff which commects the Dhar sector with Matadham proper or
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’ - 8 : . . - ano 1"._
the eadstourn sidece Besides these sacred centres, therc 1s anoth

-
=)

2 . e
shrine on the mountain top on the southwest boundary of the

: Wino

village, which is considered to be the abode of 'Sur iata’
looks after the well-being of the villigerse The sixth religious
site is a small enclosure on the open ground, just outside the
courtyvard of Sanjo Rathod!'s housce ThisS is a place where the
memorial stones of the decad ancestors of the Rathod clan have

heen placed alongwith images of some other decitleSe

A few yeards away from the stepwell, bn the bank of the

small rivulet is the burial and cremation ground of the villagce

. ’ - ..l:

Tust across the house of Sanjo Rathod, on the other side of
the main street of the village, is the ground where the holy Tire
ia purikt during Hel i fogtival ,CorcuoniAal Arnces during the Holl

f estival are also held herea.

OUTSIDE LINKS

The administrative headquarters dnd the urban cchntrc foxr
Matadham is Palanpur, villagers 4rc ocaasionally reguired to do
there for their official busgfness and judicial worke. But genora-
11y they go €O pDanta, which 1s the taluka headguartcr and where
the Mamlatdar's office; office of the Tribal Development Block,
and the Judicial Court are located. However, the centre of all
activitics for villagers in the neighbourhood of lMatadham 1is
Ambaiji which besides belng 4an important religious centre 1s 3alsO
the place where the talati, the gramsevek, the forester and
village school teacher stay. Here the villagers also find such
facilitices as 2 police statlon, @ hospital and post officee The

~ntirc economic activity of the villagers is carried out in the
arkoct of Ambaji. On account of the close vicinity of Ambaji,
there is no shop of any kind in the village propere The villagers
T prefer to walk down toO Ampaji, even for a small purchase of
ithidi'. Thus the tics of Matadham with Ambaji are of @ multifari-

-+ . - o~ Sy . z T o=
ous ndturc. It al so provides ocntertainment and rcercation to T
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villagerse Just to sit in the market place for a while, 1in the
company of friends, and spend time in yossiping over a CUup o=
tea, ie zhe chief source Oof recreation for -he Garasias of

Matadham and neighbouring villagesSe

EDUCATIONAL FACILIPIES

The village has a primary schoci, situated in the 'Dhar’
sector of the village. The school is housed 1n a rentgd'house.
The house is owned by the police p&tel of the village. This
house is in & very dilapidated condition and the Childreﬁ
normally sit in the openl under the shadow of a tree. The nearest
middle school and high school is at Ambaji, while the nearest

"'I

college is located at Falanpule

DRIMKING WAT ER~F ACTLIT IES AND
IRKRToeu' L ON FPACILIT IES

The village has altogether 16 wells, poth pucca-and®kuchchna.

e —

One of the well is community well constructed by the T.,D.Block
which is located in the segtor of Matadham PErOper near the
ground where the Holi festival ig celeberated. The wells are
mostly used for the DUrposEs of drinking water. The villagers
never feel scarcity Of drinking water in any month of the year.

These wells are also used for irrigation purposes Put on a

-
—
=

1imited scales There Lo ciic Lewly oonstov-sea dam which would

provide major sot._ce Of irrigation ir the near future.

HEALTH FACTILITIES

The village itself h&s Do dispensarye. The nearest hospital
run by the Govermment is ac ambaji. At Ambaji, private medical
practitioners are 23180 available. But villagers mostly rely
on their incdigeneous wWay of treatment unless the ailment becomes

severe and beyond control of the local medicine men.
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COMPOSITION OF POPULAT ION

Mat~dham is popul ated evclusively by the Garasias who
identify themselves.as such and ore speciiically as Rajput
Garasiase In this study, however, the name Garasia has been usco.
to denote theme This has been done simply because that is the
name mostly, used by’ the people themselves and by their Hindua
neighbourers and because on present evidences, it seems to be a
fiore defensible term, culturally and linguistically, than Rajpuc

Garasiases, : -

According to the.Census carried out by us the total popul atiaon
of the village Matadham is 234. Ag* menti ol o1 sewliere the v}llage
has 51 households. The Garasias Are Addvided into several exogail-
ous elanss In this:'village, &8 far as e¥even clang are represclilbieod
in the total population of the village. Out of the total popula-
tion nf 234, 82 are from the Dabhi clan, while 59 are from the
Rathod elane. Although ﬁhe Rathods dare the original settlers in
the village}fdemographirally the Dabhis, who are the second set
of immigrants, exmecd them in number. The distripution of the
village popnlation accérding to edch clan 1s given 1n the Table
IT.

Sr. Clan group Mal e Femdle Total NOe Percentage
D e e I et
1« . Rathod . 31 28 59 25430
2. Dabhi 43 39 82 35.10
3. Dungaieha 5 2 14 5«20

4o Solarnki 1 1 2 0«80

5e. Pargi o 9 18 T«60
he Gamar 12 14 26 1110
7« Parmar © 11 7 18 T .10
8, Makwana 2 3 5 220
9+« Khokharia 1 3 4 170
10 Bliwamaria 1 2 3 130
11« Angari 2 1

66
—
'|._l
)
o
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=
l_i
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out of 234 persons 118 are males and 116 are femalese. SeX
ratio comes to 1000 men for 083 women in the village Matadhama

AGE Al LA CL.-'-LL?OLJI:J.Q“

—— ==

ITn a community, social distinctiouns 4re made between men and
women. This is true for Garasias alSO. gsometimes these distinc-
+ione extend through the whole sphere of social life, sometimes
they are confined tO certain aspectse. Similarly, gradation 1in
terms of age and maturity is alsoO recognised in the Garasias as
in many other societiese Most Of +hem have never thought the
necessity of rememberind thelir age as exact counting of age has
very little place 1in their sOcial and economic set UDe In view Of
this, an imvestigator has tO face a number of difficulties in
collecting exact information about the age of the villagersSe
However, an attempt has been made to collect approximate data
about thelr agee.

TABLE IIT

et latd o of T ' i NG ir a and se
Distriktution of populactlon according to their age and seX

l————_-—-—-—-—_.—-——_— — oy —

— e — — g ———i—j-_-—_ — i
e e ——— — — — — — e Bt —— e E— o — —_——

ge (in year) Sex Total Percencage
Bctic

Male ~__ Female e :
Below 6 years 15 14 20 12 40 - -
6~15 years 26 25 51 2180
1630 years | 31 35 66 28420
31-50 yedrs 33 34 64 27«40
Above 50 years 13 11 24 1020
TGI‘ELIJ.- -5 g &9 " P 8w 118 116 234 lOO"OC‘

— o — — — e — — — . E— — — T e TN g e Se——
—— .I'__'_-_"._ — — — — — g g— — — —— — —— . —— g E— — — — —
—-—!—-- —

I+ is evident f£from the apove figures that younger membeaer S
the society are found to be few in proportione A little morc C
34 per cent of the total population in Matadham is to be found =:
the age group of 0-15 yearss This percentage is generally founc
to be more than 40 1n a growlnd soclietyes If the proportion 1o

less than 40 1t would mean that the society is either stagnarntc

ot declil nading e
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The age group 16=50 which provides the bulk of the working

LOorce 1g 55.6 per cent of the totdl populatione

MARTT AL COMPOSITION

The following figures give us an idea about the marital
status of the inhabitants of Matadhame Study of the following
Table reveals that the proportion of married men and women is
guite highe All the adults in the village are married, as hedrly
35 percent of the population is composed of children, below the

age of 15

TABLE IV
Distribution of population according to their marital

. status
Marital ____Male ___Female _ Total
status Noe. Percent NO e Percernt NO o Perecent
Married 67 56 90 609 59,50 136 58610
Unmarr ied 45 38,10 35 30«20 80 34620
Divorce or
separated 3 250 2 0«70 5 2410
P OEAL o% vs s o5 118 10000 116 10000 234 100 <6

The percentage of such young persons (ie.ece below the age of
15) who have married is also very insignificant. The custom of

child marriage is almost absente.

EDUC+TTONAL CO!NMPOSITION OF THE VILLGE

One of the most revealing facts about the village is thec
very low rate of literacy despite its proximity to Ambajie
although the school had béen running since 1954, it never
attracted the Garasias of this wvillage to send their childran
for schooling. On a close examinitlon of the enrolment register

of different years it was found that in its existence of 23 wveas

b - ‘;-t-..L S

S
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it could enrol only 76 students. In 1959, 1960, 196264, 196667
it was not having even a single student on its roll. It was
virtuwald v a defunct srhoel . T+ -onq +aken ~ o Taluka Panchayat
in 1963 but even “hen things have not improved. Only 5 men have
attended schools while amo=zg 2mzn only 1 oirl has been fortunite
enough to attend the same. Only 3 men claimed to have Dbecome
literate without gchoolinge. Education of both the boys and girls
is still not populare. During our field work, we found only one
boy attending the primary school in the villagee. The figures
given in the following Table show that the extent of illiteracy
is extremely high for both men and women. Except one woman, all
are illiteratee. When asked why they did not send their children
tO school, Garasias parents gave theilr economlic condition to be
the main reason. INn fact it is the lack of interest on the part
of the Garasias which is mainly responsible for such ramparnt
illiteracy in the village. The Garasias, on the whole, have

THABLE V

Distribution of population according to their sex and
educatione. (The children below 6 years age have been excluded)

Educational ___Male Femdle L Total

st atus Noe. FPercent NO » Percent NOe Percent
Litexrat

withouu 0 Al o s 3 1 20
schooling

Have becn

schooled U ] 5 4«80 1 0«90 6 2 ~90
primary

standard

Illiterate 95 02 630 101 99410 196 95 .60
TOlAlLie s o0 e0e 103 100.00 102 100 00 205 100,00

—— — — — —— S — i —— — e, ————— i — T ———— T ———— ——————————— S ——— A —— -

avoided education. In the neighbouring village of Jetwas, an
Ashram school was started, but even this institution, which hasg
met with much success in other tribal areas, had to be closcd

down on account of non-—cooperation of the vill agerse. Perhips.
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| TABLE VI
The number of births and deaths during the last ten years

account of the stratification in the Garasia society on the

basis of the sense of purity and pollution, parcnts do not lik

_—— ey -, - — e e, —— T — ——— T ————— —— — ——— ——

their children to mingle with children of lower stratd; which Vear Maber. of Bireua 2 ~f Anaths
cannot e avoided in any schoole. When the ashram school at Jeti e | e e e e e e e T
was started some Garasia parents sent their sons to that schiool . K ) 1958 7 2

In the Ashram school however, there was provision for 120 boys 1959 2 3

and girlse B inorder to increase the strength; the school 1960 3 3

authorities brought children from villages of Hadad Patta., Upon 1961 7 1

this, the Garasia parents of Jetwas and neighbouring villages 1962 g 3

withdrew their children from the ashram school on the ground Thet 1963 7 3

they would be polluted if their children shared food with 1964 8 3

children of Bhil —Garasias of Hadad Patta. The school—-authorities, 1965 8 2

refused to listen to the arguement of the Garasia parentse. Dut it - - 1966 7 2

became impossible to run the schools, as all seats could not be 1967 6 1

filled by children from Hadad Pattas «wgain, they thought that if TOTALe o vooe 58 21

the echool was to be run only for the children of Hadad Patta, il el SRSy e = M s e e 3
why should not the location e changede. Ultimately the school VILLAGE POLITY

was shirfted to Machkoda willage in Hadad Patta., Parents al so The willage Banch i the main Etroctural urie of, the Gara:
feel that after receilving educiotlon chilldren will loose all +: political system in the wvillagee. &4 Panch is composed of the -.

gense of Ymaintaining the purity of their familjes! , , )
e Y ’ and wise persons of the village, who are known for their

Almost similar is the situation in other vil lages. In Siawa, impartial judgement in the intercst of the village. Some cldoi g,
out o©of o population of about 1000 tribals, only about 10 tribal now=-a-d 'ys, wWho have wide contact with the Sovernment officicls,
children were attending primary schoolse However, a better are also associated in the village Panch organisatione Thils 18
condition prevailsg in the Sarasia villages of Wiijaynagar taluka. not a fixed organisation with fixed mecmPbershipe. But whenever
In one school at Bhombhudi (57 households) at least 30 children 2 there is any social problem in the village, the affected party
were regularly attendindg the village school there. h ' informs the elderg and persuldde themto take up his probleme. &

IINCREASE IN POPULATION meeting of the Panch is called in which dll the wise clders

including the police patel are asked to attend. Such a Panch

et u examine the figur £ DbiLE ¥, i +he : _ .
LeC usS now &xX he flgures or Dirths and deaths in the organi sation mainly deals with cases of infringement of sexual
village duri the last decades As shown i e Tab 0
illage Buklig Bt pes SR ON ¥ the Table, No.VI 58 laws of the socielty and disputes betweecn two familicse This
T SO ave been a - e Wl ¥ ] Ad e atd ¢ o et o
persons have been added to the village population during the last Panch organisation takes the responsibilities of maintaining 1aw

-en velrse The tot2l number of deaths that occurre i he . :
b ; ed during the arxl order and ensuring justice to different familics. Howefer,

same pericd come to 21. Thus, the net incredse in population, in recent times, the voice of the elders has become less
J B = ' : =L AC -

comes to 37« This may be called internal growthe - :
effcctivee




54

In the Garasia villages of the Vijaynagar taluka, t%e Ptuz
hag organised itself under 2 registered boedy and is trylng co
induce reforms in the Garasia sociectye. althiough the PCID(_‘:}:I P
headquarter has been located at Bhombhudi, it 1?Clu§68‘;lll'i
from Panowra, Paldnpur and Scrohi arecase The maln aim © .thlmbv
Garasia Panch is to carry out reforms in the Garasia Soc?&ty Hi
prohibiting certain sociadl practices which they now con?ld?r.“j
evil onese. For instance, the Panch has fixed Rs.ZlO-OO‘ds Df%d:
price to check the practice of demanding high bride ?r%cc ﬁ?%cJ
is sometimes as high on Rse«1000/~. It has also simplified tﬂf
marriage rituals by restricting dancing and singing on a large

scdle during such OccaslOne

] . = - : - Eful
However, thése reformation measures have become succes

in the villages of Vijaynagar taluk@ onlye. Other villages still

maintain their tradition@l norms 2And practlceses

|“

o4

CHAPTER v

MATERIAT 0T

The Garzsi=s had to put un .. bold and strenuous _

struggle for existence in the hilly region of the Aravalli
rangee. The Garasia villages have remained unaffected in

§0 far as their materisl culture and technology are

concerned. Although the Garssias have come -into contact
Wit

n neonle of higher materisl culture, their wants in

fact have multirlied little and not nuch change is

percentible All round in their mode of living. The old

traditional pattern is reflected, to 2 great extent, in

structure of tho housee, clothing, household articles,etc,

Only in some places and certain sections like

among the
Geragiag of Vijaynagar toluka and like Garasine of Van
clan in Siawa

Garasine

e

h¥e
village, the change is perceptible., The
0f Vijaynager toluka are in direct contact with
the nennle having higher material culture and the

Garasias
of Vaneia clan have direct corntact with t

ne Garasinog of

the =djoining territorics of Rojasthan. Perhaps on

account of theee two reasons these two geactions of the
Garasias have adoptcd =

|

g wiings whickh .roe not bsually
found 2among the Garasias of Danta t-luka 2nd that of

Yoshina Patta ip Sabavrlkantha district,

Tho House and Cou ~tyard

] Ideally, 2 grouv of giblings, together with their
wives and families, will JCcUby separate dwelling unite

sbhrrounding a common courtyard. e degignate this euster

of structures and accompanying courtyard by

the term
'compound! .

BDach nueclear family tyvically
eleeping and cooking

the others gwhile 1t

maintains
arrangementes and eats anart from

shares the courtyvard ang engages in
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A ROUGH GROUND PLAN OF AN AVERAGE GARASIA HOUSE
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s number of common activities within the compound.
Howevar, 1t 1is not necessar+ for the siblings fto

live together in a2 common compound. Bach ohe may
ernct asgparate hovee with a nrovigion of courtyard.
Both these typoe of dwolling units are common 2MONE
the Garasiss. There are comnounds which are occunied

by only one frmily while there arc compounds occunied

by two or more siblinge. The arrangement of the
comnound ies almozt uniform and always includes 2

house for each. family. In case of only one family
oceupying the compound, there will be only one housg,.
Sometimes, there ig only one long house, having two

or three rooms in a row, with a common verandah or
oven the vernndah may be partitioned =0 that there
becnmes two or threec separate houses for all practical

nurnoses. There may be only one roof.

The courtyard is bounded 1n all eides by fences
made of green bamboos along with their leavés and twige.
The Garssi=zs of Vansia clan of Siawa village however
do not orcct such fences around their house, although
other Garangsias of the¢ gama villagc do ercct such fences.

The fenc?2 is constructed €0 clogely that the house
inside is 2lmoet invisible from outeide, This fence

:q cpected in 2 somi_circular ahang, usually in the
frontside of the housc. The backyard of the honuse 1is
anmotimes not fencead. The fence has a gap on the middle
or sometimes at one end near the w=2ll of the house. In
between the gap a movable bamboo door ig fixed, Thie 1is
narticularly used when the entire family goees to the
field or to the jungle or to the market, so that stray
animalg are prevented from entering the courtyard. In
the centroc of the courtyard, there ‘usually is erectad a
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a 7 or 8 foet high wooden nlatform sunported on four,
six or.ninc wooden polcz, ¢ L8 unowx «u "Daglo!' in
the local languz .e. Tt ie ueed for various purposes,
such as keering hay for caiile, for drying grain in the
Sun, ete. The platform is reached by 2 wooden ladder,
The pillars wh@ch support 'Dgglo' are known_as "Thamba' .

In the corner of the courtyard, attached to.the
front wall of the house,a wooden structure is provided
usually three to four feet in height and two to throe
feet in length, It is known as 'Panechhi'. On this
gtand, earthen pitchers are kent for storing drinking
water., Pitchors are always kent covered with lids,
Washing of utensils is also done in cloeo promimity of
this stand, ana hence drainage problem does not arisc
in a Garssis-house. As the houscs are built on higher
ground or slopes of small hills, water is automatically
drainad "away on the slopes, The Garagiss aleo take
thoeir bath near the stand. As the wator is droined away
in its natural course, the courtvard docs not give an
impres-~ion of filth. The floor of the house 2nd courtyard
are broomed twice or 'an¢uu 10 a day 1iu order to give
the house and ccurtyard » tidy look.

Walls of all the houses are built with mug and
the roofs are covered with country tiles. The house ig
generally rectangular having one living room, with one
door. WNot a single window is provided for ventilation,
Hence the interior of the room is guite dark QI/Wdeﬁlring
day time. Walls are made of bambon etrins plastered with
mud =nd cowdung, both the exterior and tho interior,
Conetruction of house is a gimnle affaip. A frame of

wooden pillare is fixed up first and then the bamboo

nlanks are fitted in between the pillars to make the wallg,

o7

Over the walls » gtructure is built by wooden rofters
and bamboos, Ovar this, th: ronf ie cover.d with hand
made flat tilee, 'adohe', which the villagers have been
Uglng sinco long. Not everyhody is exvart in moking
'2dobes', If members of a houschold are not able to
pranare them they.get them rrepared by somebody in the
villago who knows, The kinsmen particularly do help
¢ach other in making the adobes ae thig cannot be
manufactured single hoanded. Clay collected from a

pond, which is in drying state, is mixed with water and
kneaded thoroughly into 2 smooth mud-paste. This mud
paste is put into a rectrngular frame for giving the
flat shane to the tile., After taking out the paste fram
the frame, it is kept in the onren for Sun-baking. As
there is extreme heat in May, it is considercd to ba

the proper month for manufacturing adobos.. The Car=sins
of Vijaynagar taluka use country tiles which are mnde by
the potter coste. They do not make such flat tiles by
thema¢lves. Some of the Garssisgs of Vansin clan of the
Siawa village are also found to be using country tiles
made by notters,

The houses have a gobled roof with hoavy raftors
that are hand cut. These beame form the frame for the
tiles., TLogs of wood are brought from the forest on the
mount=in sides and are later cut ints bgome by h=and.
The beAmg and raftere are gonerally of Khakhra traa,
The main beam ig ealled '"Pat' while tha nmiddle long
beam in the room is known as 'Medor',

But, the most important single matcorial for the
Garasias in the conestrrztion of houscs ie the bamboo, In
the houge the hamboo ie usad for avery purnose eny, for
ceiling, walle and fencing the courtyard.
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Horizontal beams (Athir) along the.top of the room
form a gnrace nsed for storage. Theee hnrizontal beams

are supvorfed by soul vr six wooaen vuvics which are known
s '"Tir naya' . nd the bambon fram. which is put across
the horjzontal beam is known as 'Khatli'. There ara no
two-storied houses to be found in any Garasia village.
The walls Aare generally nlain without any paintings or
carvings,

The general rattern of the houses indicates one
room (Ghar) with a verandah (Paith=r) on the front side.
The living room is usually one step higher than the
verandah. GSometimes the ground level of the outer fringe
of the verandeh is raised which may be used for sitting
purposes. In some houses, having such raised ground
level of verrndah, secrecens made of long thin strips of
bamboo are fixed on the raised ground. The screuns
touch the roof ~nd thus the verandah is also convarted
into another room. If the versndsh has Fuch:enclosures,
a_bamboo plank, serving the purnose of door is also
fixed. Thie ie mainly done to prevent animals entering
ineic3 the ver-ndah eith.r dnring night sr when the
family members are not within the house.

But houses are also found without verandahs, In
faect in Matadhar out of 51 houses, 20 are only one
room housee without having verand~hs. In the following
table, the details about the houses with ver=ndahs and
without verandahs and the number of rooms are given,
One room hnuses are generally of noor villageres and
who have recently settled in the village.
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TABLE VII

|

e —
e r—_— - = & i — — - — e —— e — S T

Distribution of housee z2ccording to roons and verandah

e S g s e S [ —— — — _-—.——-—--——-—_-—4——#—--—_—--——_-—"—_—-'-

Verandah 2 poom 1 room Total
With Verandah 8 e 5
Without Ver=andah - 20 20"
Totol 8 435 23 1

As many ne 84.3 per cent, of the houses have only
one.. room. Only well-to-do households have two room
houses. But every house which has two rooms are practically
two housce with a common woll, This mesns that the Garasias
do not construct such houses which may be inter-connected.
Whenaver an individual wants to add another room, he does
so by extending the back and front walle of the already
oxieting room ~nd erecting a roof over the extended w-lls,
after constructing the rear walls., Usually the second
room is erected for alloting a separate unit to a married

spn or 2 married brother.

The floor space of the living room (ircluding the
verandah) is ususlly between 20' x 15' to 25' x 20!, some

may be smoller or bigger,
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TABLE VIII

Digtribution of houaclhiolds according to area,

— —

m—mm

Total area Total arca of the living space. :

of the T57%147 20'x15' 20'x8D' 25'x2)' 25'x25' 50'x22' Total
houge. L L el
20‘;15' 5 X X X X X 11
2ot x20" O 5 X X X X 10
29'x23" X 1 2 X X X 3
50‘;25' 1 3 X 2 X 1 8
30'x30" X 1 1 4 3 1 10
35';35' X X 2 5 X 4 9
and moye .. Rl . . .
Motal: 17 10 O 10 3 6 o1l

Ong third of the total number of households are having an
aroa of only 15'x14' »~g living space. On the other hend
more than one-third of the total households have been
pccupying an area betwoen 25'x20' and 30'x22' as living
space,

The living room ie used for all purposes, It is
need for sleeping, storing groins and cooking, The
conking place is 2leo inside the living room. UNo scparsate
kitchen ia found in a Garasia house. A gemi-permanent
mud oven is built in one corner of the room, gonherally
towards the wall on the right side. In some housés.ovens
are not built but threec big slabs of stones arc nlaced at

regular interv-lg in a semi-circular or triangular pattern.

Pirewond ig nut inside through the gape between the
stone=alabs., The cooking vot ig ~djusted on the threo
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gstone slaba, Even if a house has got » semi-permanent
mud over, the households kc.n thoe above arrangement in
G

the verandah for the benefit of guecets.

The living room ig =lsn used for storing melize
snd other 2gricultural produce and other household
articlase, If the house has a vermnndah the household
c2ttle are ghelterad there in one cnorner, If there is_
no ver~hd~h, cattle eshare the living room with the family
members, particularly during winter »nd moneoon nights.
Durirg summer, they are.sheltercd beneath the woaden
platform raised in the courtyard. Both the living room
and the verandah are u=ed for eleeping purposes. Guosts
are Ueurlly received in the ver-ndah,

The Garasia housewives keen the ground floar of
the living room ~nd veraridah rogularly nolishad with the

mixture_of cowdung ~nd clay. As such, the floosyr is rarely
found dirty and rough @éxcept in reiny sessong

-

Ingide the living room, towarde the western and
eastern walls, there are two raised mud alters which are
dedicated to sunern~tura. zupirite. These are sacred

centres inside th. hou=e,

Segveral wooden npegs are driven, 2t the height of
4 to O feet into the walls at differont places. They
arae uged for the nurpose of keening things hanging so
that the articles remein out of evprosch from rats, dogs
and gm~1ll childraen,
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Household goopdg 2nd furnitures.

Furniture:

It ig rather difficult to find an object worth
the namo of furniture in the houscs of the Garasias,
oxcept one or two sleening cots (Khatlas or Mocho)
which every household possesses, The 'Khatlag' or '’
'Mocho! are made by the frmily me mbers of each housohold
for its own reguirement. But usually not more than two
mochos are kept in the house. As such the adulte usge
the cots for sleeping while children sleep.on the floor,
A husband and wife ususlly share the gsame cot, Cotsg are
generally smrller in length so that the legs of an adult
peraon, if the body ie fully stretched, hang outside the
cot. The Garasins belicve that only ths dead lie on a
full-=lecngth cot,

The cot hns a frame with four legs. The anan
ghace is coveraed by the interweavirg of thin strings
made of Sabai grasg, At one and it is left onen whore
the neonle use etrong and thickaor ropes to tighten the
woven strips. -In former doys, the oron ernce betwsen
the frame was coverad by inter-weaving of thin bamboo
gtrips. A few households etill pos~egs such slaering
cotae.

Ope or two mattrosses, not very thieck one, are
alao pogssessed by cevery houssghold. The=st are spresd
OVEY the cot while sleeving, Pillows are not used
by them. Usu~lly some pivce of cloth is kept benenth
the he~d which is uscud as pillow for resting the heed.

I
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Hougchold Utenegils

1 ' = e T N N B o B o - '!"'""'11.'1*- & O r £ 1ﬁg1salgld
A11 the familier - mha Y hou g8l

ke,

L:eneila. Among thesa the mhat imnortont is Thali or

tha dinper nlate of brage mctal. There are two tynes

of theso platez. Tho biggcer OnNC Jith smpller elevated

rim ig weed by adult melds and femalcg for eating PULPOSU.
The smaller one with highar clovataod As used by children., /rim

cooked pulesw »r vogotoblos curry. Bproge lOotsg OF
spherical water Juge for holding w~ter, arec uged for
waehing the mouth or the hond and fect. Only one OF two
sotg of all these brass qteneile are nogssegsed by an
average Garasia., As tho Garasia s main staple diet 1
bresd of maize, they man2gce to ant the bread by holding
st pon the malm of the hand. Surprlug braad 1S stocked 1n
n amall bambon basket. Only when nulses or vegetablc

A & i T -
curry or mutton curry ia eonked, they usc the brass Ehalis

oy nota.

For boking the bread thay 1oetly usc carthen
dige (tawa). Some uge 1iror tawa also. For kneading the
dough they use 2 wooden nlate which is kKnown 2s 'Kathrot'.
For kooking nulsce, veget~bles or most, each household
nogegeseés one or tTwo ~luminium utensils. One or two

brass glasses IOr drinking weter =r- also nnas@sacd,

Tho earthen wares are ma2oe by the loc=1l notters,
The common and useful warces are tmatlat (pitcher) =nd
l1ota. Thue, who crnnot afford to buy brass lot~, us€
earthen lots for holding water. & housohold usually
noasescoe three or four nitchaors of various sizes for

atopring wabter in the house.
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.j Oneror more knivees- (€hhari)of different sizes
- Women bring water from the well either in earthen ; arg poersaged by every houschold,  Rather, every mnle
pitchere or in iron-buckets, Not 211l the households - |1 * ﬁheth@f he ig a boy or an sdult alwsye kogps a knife in
pogeess iron-buckets. Women place carthen nitchers on a hig:noasedsinn, Wy churning buttem milk; some house-
gmall straw pad or cloth—pﬂd‘aver the hoad which is known holde néaeass. nl wonden churner which is known ag 'khp', *
g 'Arhuni', Nuarly 211 the houscholds possogs tho , P e S P i 1 ol
grinding stona (thnti). The grinding stone ig kent i ﬁﬂrigglyunal Img;gmﬁgtﬁ:f b -_ b, Yl P et
rajecd over a big circular disc tyve strocture, which is | i i Ameng all, the- agriectltursl;daplements the
known =2e& 'Thaliyo'. The flour, after being grounded, | hl@ugnshenaﬂ£Hﬂf)¢Fndfthe aickleptﬂrtru);?ra_the mogst
trickleos down in this 'thaliyo' from whore it is finally imﬁafﬁﬂntgﬂﬁrgtha-ﬂabesiasri_Ehgpitonfploughshare is
collected, A small broom known as 'Bali' is also used - i e fitted inithe iwopden  ploughi ; If is this part-of the
for collecting the flour, | ploughtiwhich tills~thoogoil, -This.néede oBecasionalt~
e ! sharpenningi’ ~The bleocksmith &t Ambaji dods it for them,
=ASteRLy The sickle is Weced for-cutting paddy and grase. " Tt ds
Basketry coneists of bamboo bagkots of various generally purchased cither from the blackemith.or from
§izes and shapee, The most comnmon is 'supda' or the ! the market at Ambaji. o | -
winnowing.fan to be found in every household. 'Tonla' ' gl '
or large circular basket ie uged for carrying grains from Tho wooden shaft of thé plough meoasures about 6
the field to the house or for carrying other articles. to 8' in length. "At thoe otherend is fixod & wooden
It is also uspd for carrying manurce to the fiold. Sovarni piece, "It is.fixed by mesking a hole in the centre and
gmall baskets are kept for storing baked breads, other bhemaRALua S TE HEPLENE BNESBRCROTEAGSTONAEL CIRR M CAr
edibles, fruits colloeted from forcats, ote. end ' ig"elightly” eurved inwampde, ~The iror blade 1is
. | fixed to this part of the plough. At the unner end is
Othor household nossesgions ™ g an oval ‘shoped wooden pidéce which serves a2z handle. The
For keening the house lightod after ovening tho men behind the nlough holde” this handle and exerts
Garasias use kercsine oil tin lampe. Lantern has not vet proasirpine roqRErectas-ihy S48 S-plbAgAling.
come into vogue,
e il Otheyr. agricultural imnlements are (i) Ksrab,
Formerly geeds made out of nrrrow string nf ° () SﬁMTEF‘Ciii) Lron-axe,
bamboo were used, but now---days mill-made umbrellas arc . S Boeides thesds wholirrigﬁta theiy fiolde, pnogeess
used by almoet all houses in the village. kosh (water mont). There are » few other smaller
Feney goods such as a mirror, a comb, soap, ~ > imrlements cuch ns 'rap', 'mehre} cte.

porfumed oil ean also bo found in most of tho households., |
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For driving out the birds from their maize and
bajri fields the Garasia use'Gofan', This A
circulayr leather belt with a wide leather st
the centre for holding a2 sto ne riece.

ig a.
rip in

Hunting Weapons and Fiching Tmnlements

I 9 prinecinal weapons used for hunting are the
bow and the arrow, the Scythe, the sword and sticks
of different eizeas, The bow consists of a thin
bamboo, string and the arrow consists of reed-shaft
generarly with a rointed iron-arrow. Now-a-days these
bows and arrows have very little use for them.

The axe consists.af bamboo or wooden pole
about a yord and half long, and a sharpened irnn
blade which is fixed into the wooden pole by means
of a hole at the other end of the blade., Every
Garagia houschold possesses a sword. It is customary
for an adult Garesia to carry tho eword in a sheath
hanging on the side around the waist., The sword is
carried as an item of personal decoratiom,although
they point out that they carry the sword to nrotect

)

themselves from wild animale ol Aan enemy, But besides
the sword, every adult Garasia carries a Rampuri knife.
with himself. This Ramruri knife is always found on
the body of 2 Garssia, tucked inside the Dhoti on

the waist. The knife is also kent in a sheath.

Besides these two weavons marny Garasis house-
hobtdg aleo rossess a Rifle,

; Fiehing imnlement consists of bamboo trans of
different kinds and =2izes,
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Musical Thnetruments

‘ho Garasisg hove a reont foney for music and
dance. The following counlet sugpgosts Garasia's love

for dance "nd music.

"Hene Hene Hamve Nagsen Maru Moriltu

Un Nasun Thn Nas, Nase liaru Morila".
(On tho tune of 'Mporli' let us dance together).

On several occasions of religious rerformmances,

and marriage performance; doncing and singing sessions

ig a must among the Garasias. Songe sung in the praise
of deitics are sometimes accomnanied by dancing. Seldom
a gong is =ung without accomnaniment of mugicol
instruments. The most important musical instrument for
thom is Dhnl (drum) which is ellintic?l in shape. _Thg
fwo nowvnm anda arg sovaped” with hide, Pingers and palms
ara waed for beating purposd'at tho one cnd while at
the other ond, 2 wooden stick is usced., It is hung on
the neck at the time of beating.

Another popular and common musicnl instrumont is
he bamboo flute. Most of tho young mch posscse flutes,
There are two typece of flutee. One is sm~ll 1h e12ze
and is. played by blowing the hole 2. one end of the bocy
of the instrument. This is known ~e 'vahal', - The other
ig bigger in size and girth of its body is also larger.
Thig ia nlayed by blowing 2 honle made at tho middlc of
the body of the instrument. This is known =2s 'Morli',
The Thali (metal platse) . is =lso used ag musical instru-
ment 2t the time of dnnecing. The othor imrortant
instrument is 'Nagara' whiech is a small drum, more or
lese ecirclar shoaped., The unrer end is coverad with

strong tonned hide. It is hung on the neck and two
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small sticks are used for beating. Another small
mugical instrument is 'Kudi',

Besides thosoe, there is 'Tali' (cymbaleg) which
ig ueed particular&ghgﬁ the Bha jan saseions, Another
mugical instrument,{Shankli) is particularly uscd
whon devgtional eonge are sung in the praise of
Ramdeo P;r. Conch is a large.circular shaped
ingtrument.only onc side of a circular wooden frame
is coversd with hide. .It is played by using the

fingers and palms only,

At the Bhajan gasgsions held in honour of
Dhula-na-pat (Bhagwan), the devotional songs arc
gung on the accomnaniment of 'Temro' (Tambura).
Temro is a 'Sitar' tyne musical instrument.

Dresgs

Young men and women in the Garasia community
are exceadingly fond of finery. Even old men and
women gare fond of finery. Very young children unto
4 or 5 years are to be found, in many families,
roaming about without anything- on their person.
This ies more for economiec rersone than anything else,
Girls of O to 6 yoears woar frocks and droawers whilao
boys of this age and upto 12 or 13 yoars wear half
pants 2nd shirte, Girls start wearing the dross of
adult women after they become nearly 10 years old.
Similarly boys discard half pante aftar they reach
12 or 13 years of age,

-

Men vsually woar Dhoti for covering the lower
portion of their bodv., Dhoti ig » garmont which
consigta of a length, (about 4 to 5 Ya.) of cotton

{ih'
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cloth wound.about t(hs waist, pulled between the legs
and tucked in. Dhoti used by the Garasiae is hardly
5-4 Yd. long. It just reaches a little beyond. the
knee. The upper garment is cotton shirt with collar
or without collar. .The shirt used by the Garasia is
usually. half-sleeve. WNow-a-doye, bush_shirts are
2leo bding usged by gome. Older mon, lowever, still
us® tia Craditional dress: for the upnor garment, TI%
lg a kind of cotton jacket withou$ cotton and button
. AU homs, {he Garasias usually nut banayan type
L loogd dress as uppor garment anld underwear for the
lower por_-tion-of the body, Whsn they go to market

-—-"I-FdEJ

A on ecogial viel¥s, they pui on Jhotl ov Dhotiu, as
hass a3 ] | - T '-*".-] DG LD l"; AT AT n L7

“ROYy Call 16, and. couton ghipt, Chey maw also weakr
Pugirce’ (turban). When workins =»n &ha ftields, the.
Lol ofveh drape their heade with L2avy coston cloth,

Ihis g the eloth used to tic L <hs burdle of fodder
they carry back to thoeir conriyard. The cloth may be:
9ithey white or even printed ons. Uzstially elder men
crefer white ecloth, Rut nov-a~dayrs, tho "Pugree' has

gone ous of FTaghion and youtlgmea prafer going without
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ali o . .do men uge 1n their ghirt. a
s1ilvelr chain having huttonies cf the gane material,

Leraglia women c.lofune themeselves mora elaborately. .

e B T - YR oo (s o P
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womali wic” dresses haraself claborately,

3 Tollowing counlat from a gong clearly indicate this.,

'Shaobihat Shobhat Eapra Pere Sanwla Viic~lwali Gujoran
‘I'shre Pramane Sarlu Odhe L 4 L !

"kansuo Chhatisi Parmance Pgre " " " . i

-
]

Ar0 p-dasing to the eyes. Acecording %o the size of the
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body, she uses 'Sarlu' and according to the size of
her breast she wears.bodice). The usual.traditional
dress, ghaghra, is worn by the women to cowver the lower
portion of their body. It is long full skirt type
garment., With a cord, this is fixed around the waist
while the lower portion desngles freely beneath the

knee but above the =ankle. This 'ghagra' is made out

of 7 to 12 years long .cloth and h.nce, when worn, it
takes numerous ploats. Such a ghaghra costs nearly
5.30=-00 to Rs,40-00, Usually the black or red colour
is preferred for the surface of the cloth which may
contain some nrints or designs. WNow-s-days the graghra
1s . getting smrlley in radius on account of its high
price. But every woman possesses at least nne piece

of such ghaghra, having large radius, for wearing at
the timg 0f visiting relatives or melas. The ghaghra
generally used as daily wear is made out of inferior
quality of cloth and with only 5 to 7 yards of length
of the cloth, These ghaghras are sold resdy made in
the market at Ambaji or by the shopkeeners in the mela,

For covering the upner portion of their body,

women use blouse type garment, known locally as Jhulki,
It differs from the common blouse in the sgenso that it

is @ bit longer in length and even the sleeves reach
well beyond the elbow. It is more or less fashioned
like men's shirte 2nd worn with the shirt tail out, It
does nnt contain button-hole or hook type Arrangement
for fixing it on the body. Just like the traditional.
'bundi' of men, it contoins knote at regular intervalsg
on both sides of the front, to which hang 2 narrow
strin of cloth. These are fastened with each other in
order to fix the garment on the body. Jhulki is also

]
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spld ready-ma2dse. Young women alsn use bodice benesath
the Jhulki which is known as 'Kanchi'.

Women also wear a head cloth, for adult married
dWomon muet keep their heads covoraed, as part of the
cuetom. Thies head wear consists of 2 long piece of
cloth, known 2e Sarlo or lugra, ~nhd which is usually
3 yards in length and 1 to 1% yards in breadth. -One
end of sarlo ie fixaed at the waist;, by tucking it
ineide the fastening of the ghaghra cord while the ofher
end i+ thrown acrogs the right shoulder after covering
the breagt-portion fully. The other end 1s¢ finally
draped over the hoad. The women observe purdah before
clder men. There is no restriction in their movemaen t
but the veil must be pulled down before elders. Sarlo
is alao made out of good quality cloth. TUsually blaek
~~louy hoving prints or designs is preferred. Now-a=uays
youriz w-nch use finor Eloth'maferiﬁl to use as 'sarlo',

During winter, men ~nd women use wrapners. Mostly
they use coarse and thick 'Ch~ddars' (bed sheet) .

Orn~ments

The Carnsing love ornaments. In the following
gsong sung by young women, their love for sornaments 1is

aptly illustrated,

"WMawdi Sadi Re Sandemi Rat, Mawdi Ramw~ Java De.
Mawdi Tildi Ale To Pori Jaun, Mawdi Ramwa Java De.
Mawdi B#ﬂcre Ongli Maro Jde , Mawdi Ramwa Java De.
Mawvi Nathodi Ale To Peri Joaun, Mawdi Ramwa Java De
Mawds Sadi Re Sandeni Rat, Mrwdi Ramwa Java De.

Mawdi Dorido Ale Te Pari Jaun, Mawdi Ramwa Java De. .
Mawdi Kenduro Ale Te Peri Jaun, Mawdi Romwa Java De,"
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(There is moonlight night, let me go outside to enjoy.
If you give me Tildi, I sh»ll wear that. Similarly,
you give me neckl-ca, nogsering, a éhﬂin and ah ornament
worn around the waist).

Both men and women are fond »f orn~ments, but, .
of course, agninst women'e fondness, men'e fondness ig
nothing. Among the common ornaments used by men are _
(1) silver rings or conner ringe for ear lobes which is
known as 'marki' ond (2) silver bracelets which Are
worn on the wrists of both honds. But usao of ornaments
by men is now becoming out o5f fashiosn. In Matadham,
hardly 4 to 5 men were found wearing ornaments,

Among the ornaments used by women the.-following
are common (1) silver bangles, (2) silve: bracelet known
ag '""“Caduni', (tw»n tyres), (3) gilver anklete (two or
three types), (4) silvaer chain like gar ring, khown asg
'Jumra' (5) an elaboratec silvar ornament which, when
worn fulfills the purpose sf aap ring for both the ears
and one end aleo hangs on the forechosd between the
parting of the hairs and is ecnlled 'Domni', (6) silver
ornaments worn in neck, ~nd knowh as ‘Hansddi®, (7)

chain worn in neck »nd known as 'Har', (8) silver ring
worn in fingers, known asg 'Vinti' op 'Shathpan', (9)
nnee-pine worn in one nostril ~nd known ns 'Kanta’,
(10) ring like silver srnament w-rn in earlobes and
known as 'Vella! A nd 'Doﬂnﬂ', (11) gilver ring Wﬁrﬁ

on the second toe of each frot, known as "Anguthia!

and (12) hollow silver bracelets, known ae 'gajra’,

All these jowelleries are not nogseased by
everybody. Agnin, married women have nany of thege
- - i ’
but married girls do not posgsess such Jewellery

- — g —— —— -
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The _woman's ornaments , if provided by her parents or
purchased from her own earninge are her own personal
property while those nrovided by her husband are the.
family's property. She cannot dispose such ornaments
of latter category according to her sweet will., If she
gells nrut those ornamente given by her husband or._
husband'e family members, it is no lege than a2 .crime

of theft and for this she may be even divoreced., When

a Garasia woman nays a vieit to her relatives or goes
to mela, she nuts on all the osrnaments she has with
horaelf., Begides,-gilver ornaments, womenh algsdD wear
large number of lac.banglcs om wrists of both the. hands.
White bangles of lac on the wrists of 2 woman indicates
that she igs a married one while cnloured one (red or
black) indicates tc the contrary. Small girls below
the age of 13 years are found to be wearing white lac
bangles, but as soon as they attain puberty, they are
civen coloured lac bangles,

- Womecn wear their hair in one braid down the back.
The. braid is usunlly lengthencd with a string braid.
Black eye shadow is fthe only common make up which the
women regularly we~r. Some 2f the younger women use
chear lipstick, powder and nailpolish. Women regularly ._.
comb their hair and thoir whole verson gives an avppearance
of tidinegs. Men, too, ususlly keeop themeselves clean.
The Gearasias do not bnthe regularly. Twice or thrice
in a week is the normal routine_foyr t-king bath. Soap
is used for cleaning the body dirt and hair. Men usually
get their  beard shaved regularly twice a week, They walk
down to Ambaji and get their besrd shaved 2t the s2loon
there. They get their hair cut also at arpropriste time.
Men do not like to grow their hair long.
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Tattooing.

Both Garasia men and women are fond of tattooing.
However, the Garagiss are not clear about the purpose of
tattooing., They just do it for decoration. Men usually
get the tattooing done »n the fore arm, wrist 2nd on the
back side of hand, Women get tattooed on foot, arms,
wriste, both eides of the checks, forehead, chest (juet
above the hollow of the two broasts). Tho degigh usually
preferred is just dot marks arranged gymmetriecally. Men
gometimes nrefer the design of a flowsr or'a figure of
georpion, Garasiae of thig villapge get their bodies
tattooed at Ambaji. The charge denends on the extensive-
ﬁass of tattoning to be done, It ranges however, between
<0 raige and B-1-50, The Garasiae do not do tattoing
by themselves. | |

i
-

By their drees and ornamonts, one can safely
csnclude that the Garagias have not lost their
distinctiveness. Even theo Garasias of Vijaynagar taluka,
who happnens to be morec acculturated have not much
chenged in. the way their women dress themselves, - Of
course amocng their men, changes are very much vigible,
such aeg, many of them dress themselves in the fashion
of their Hindu neighbours,

W
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CHAPTER

. The main occurnation in all Garasin villages is
agriculture. Although the Garasias are primarily
agriculturists, they also depend on forests for. thoip
living., Writing about their way of life, _Lieut. Col,
Erskine has gnid,..."they were the rude vioncars of
civilization, clearing the wild and more,unhealthy. regisng
of wood and forast, bringing the land into use and
preparing it for the occupation at a later date..."

It ig true thot the pioneers of Garngia villages have -
clearsd with great difficulty thick forests for cultivation.
But most of the agricultural land is rocky. Consequently
the nroduce is not sufficieont to sce them through the
year and they have to supvlement their food from other
sourcos, ieople actually live on their produce for three
to four months. For the roemaining part of the yoa:'

they have to find out 6%hér means of livelihood suck a8
goelling minor forest nroduce a2nd bambso or offering

labouy for road works, or such other works. Factors

which account for poor erop return are poor soil, vagaries
of weather, use of primitive implements, lack of usg of
manures and lack of irrigational facilities,

An ecological approach is essential for understanding
the gengraphical structure of the.: Gorasin villages, .2s

—

eto logy Plays an important . role in datermining the econsomic

- gtructure of the community.
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Soile and their nature are of paramount importance
in agricultural econ-my. The soil of the Garasia country
is gengrally poor, Matadham village also has not been
endowed with good agricultural goil., The gnil in general
1s sandy and ﬁoid °f moisture. But on the northern and
cagtern sector, the nercentage of sand in g°il is rather
1w, The southern scet~r, particularly the Dhar aagctop,
presents a very hard s»il, rather difficult fop ploughing
and.cultivation, It is rocky in most part excent in some
places. In the western and south west secctor the land is
miHre feftila, on account of being less sandy and a bit
loamy, Similarly, the valley »n the northern side,hjust
below the central mountain cliff, possess better goil and
hence more productive in comparison with sther s-ils in
the village. On the whole because >f its gnood ~ *—gnil
drainage, the capacity of e0il to retain moisture is very
poor. Thus, in general the village congists of sandy

loam gwal having scattered blackish patches in the valley
regionn,

Climate z2nd Temperature

The climate of the village is gencrally warm but
nevertheless hegalthy. In summer season it gets extremely
hot. The maxirum temperature in summer g0Gés up to nearly
1100F, in May, the minimum comes d own %o nearly 54DF. in
January. There are three distinet and well marked seasons:
summar, monsoon and winter. From‘December-tD January winds
blowing from the north-east to south_east carry cold and
damp air. March and April offer a pleasant, temparato
climate. Midsummer is often intensely h-t.
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The rainy sea2g>n begine in the second week of dJune

and the rainfall ie heaviest in July and Auguest. September

3lan nagses away with few showers. Juat before the

withdrawal of monenon, there is a short epall of intense
heat. The figurea for the annual rainfall, recorded at
Dants, the taluka headquarter is given for last ten years.
Thus, the average annual rainfall is 784 mnm,

TABLE__IX

Annusl Rainfall in Danta during 1958-1968.

+ —

Annual Rainf=ll (in mm.)

Sr,No, Year nnu: mnedL
1 1958 1,035
2 1989 1,620
3 1960 641
4 1961 1,238
O 1962 o2l
6 1963 572
7 1964 831
8 1960 624
9 1966 447
10 1967 1,208
11 1968 733
Drainage

In general, the whole of Garasia country 1s
andulating. BEven the plains, which aro nothing .but
table lands are _slopy in.one direction »r other. Thus,
inanite of sufficient rainfall, during monsoon, water
draine out from most part »f the cultivable land,
except the decper low lands., As the s>il is sandy,
moisture connot be retained for a long time.
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Landsascape

The village bears the chief charactoristics of
the Arasoor reginn. It has already been mentioned that
the reginn is hilly and have several rocky exposures, .
Tho rocky portion of the village does not remain unused.
Peonle make use of such parts for other purposes like
shrincs of Bhairav temple, Khetlo, dwelling, etc.etc.

The village slopes from south to north. The
gouthern sector is unland which generally slopes north-
wards. Beyond the central mountanous cliff: there is
sudden depression and we find same nlote of low land
there. On the north the land rises again to constitute
the boundary line with the neighbouring village.

Natural Vegotation.

. Along with the increase in population there was
increasing pressure on l=nd. The decreasing fertility
of the cultivable land was algo being felt every day.
SO there was a desi re for more land. As a result of
which trees and bushes were cut and land wos prepared
for cultivation. This resulted in the destruction o
the natural vegetation of the village. Only on the
uplands are to be found some trecs, like mango, neem,
tomarind and so on. At some nlaces in the sector of
original settlers, some trees of datanalme arc still foumd
right in the agricultural field. Most of these trees,
as reported by the villagers,. werc nlanted by them,
There is natural nasture for cattle, in south-ward
mountaing where the forest is comparatively much thicker,
However, during summer, cattle have to be atall fed«

During the rains, shrubs and graas grow in abundance
on the uplandes and in the forest.,

Land Use

In the village ecomonmy land ig important, being
the princinal source »f livelihood =nd in the village _
gsociety the size of land holding determines, fo a certain
extent, the social etatus of a pmerson. The figures given
in the following %able amnly demoncirate the position of
agriculture in the economy of the village, The figure
ghows that the land under cultivatisn accounts for only.
18.8 percent of the total land in the village, while the
rest 81.2 is under foraost. Large rart of the land under
forest derartment represents rocky.-aexposures and stony

waste and cannnt be reclaimed for cultivatinn.

TABLE X

Classgification of land in the village,

— | —— _—— - i —

Area in =2cres Percentage

Land under cultivation 916 33 18,8
Non—agricultural Tand 1,862.7 E1.2
ineluding land under

forest ~ .
Toral 1,8%9.00 100,0 %

=

However, there are certain pl-ss Undor forest
department which co11ld bao brought under cultivation if
reclaimed. .Of tho total land uander cultivatisn, nearly
78 per cent are under direci ownerchin 0f the villagers,
while nearly 22 ver cent ara not utdér cirect ownershin
of the cultivatore, ©This mesns that tha 22 var cent of

ot &

land has been brought reconily undor cultivation for

which permanent sattlement has not yat been done., . Such
land which are raldased by the Torest denaritment in the




80

aconowic interost of the villager is knowa as "Bk Sali',

as the righit for cultivation ig granved on yearly basis.

- e
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AlGA 1N sclred Parcentage of
e Gotal
L ! Bl ~ _ cliilEtivable land.
Tand thdor direct o486 . 52 78 %
DA EERAY
Lar 4 nof% unde’r 69, 34 22 %
di Paas ovacrakin
Doy bel s 316 .35 100 %

- e ——— — i —

The Fact that sheh a large percentage of cultivable
1an? 23 bheins cculSivated on "B Sali' basis, points out

She zrowing need of viilagel's Tork more cunltivable land.,

o dpmostant role of forest in-the village economy io
pedlaceed b7 the very large percentage of Land.under
Posagtatinon. Farticularly towards tThe Dhapr Sector and in
(o gontlir-west region, the Fforeat 1s dense,

TLe autire cultivated land of vihs familiee in the

-
o (= | M 3 g o

cullege liee within the village boundsry. That means ho

individbal of the village owne land in any other village.

Tz opriculiaral land deg divieed Into gevaral blots,
vepyity in size from less than guartsr of an scre to 3
QC g,

. On aceouns of hilly arca; the fragmenvation of
holodng ig notw to fthe game extent as it 1s found. in the

e

nlain areags, Thig may 2ale2o be due vo the Tradition of
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thig snciety of not distributing land amongest brothers
in legalized menncr but continuing to cultivate it
jointly evon though brothers may live sevarately.

Cultivated land is categorised by villagers 1in
several ways in relation with its productivity. Probably
the most impartant distinction is made between land
which ie irrigated and that which is not. The former
being.called 'niyat' while the latter 'bin-niyat'.

Maet cultivable land in Matadham is unirrigated. The
figures given in the noxt table show that only 9.5 -
nercent »f the total cultivable land is under irrigation.

Distribution of irrigated and unirrigated cultivable
land

A — e ——

— —

Area iIn acres Parcentage out of
trtal cultivable

land
Cultivable land 30435 9.0
under irrigation.
Cultivable land 289, 38 91.9
unirrigated e, ol R
Total 316 .35 100.0 %

The other tync of distinction is between rocky
land and nlain land. The former 1is colled 'Pathrah!

while the latter is 'Garha land'. The acreage under.
nlain land is too em2ll, nrobably less than 30 acres.

There ie not much difference in wealth énd land
ownership by householdes. There are no big land holders,

in the cense of 'lanlord«' of the pleins, 2nd there are

no tensnt framers. The biggest land holding recorded in
only three

Mat-dham is 20.15 acres. In fact there are /ouscholds

having more than 15 acres of land. The smalleet holding
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owned by one household is 1,3 acres, There are 10 households

who own less than 2.5 acres of cultivable land, As will
be seen from the figures given in the toble a large

s . él
majority of the households,
‘ TABLE XIII
Digtribution of cultivable land according to Acreage and
Hpugeholds,
(Total household considered is 50 put 51 as 1 household has
no land).
Size of the Numbe r of Total Agri—_P Average sigze
ho ldings households cultural land of land in
(in acres) No. Percent. No. Percent cach category -
D. = 2¢O 10 20 18.31 6,9 1,39
2.0 = O Aqres 19 38 73,03 24,3 3, 04
5 - 7.5 Acres 8 18 50.24  16.9 6.13
7.0 =10 @cres 6 12 02.09 174 8,28
10=-15 Acres 4 8 | 48,35 16,0 12.09
More than :
15 Acresr 3 6 06,36 18,9 18,39
Totas . 50 100 300.18% 100 5?55 _______
i.e, 86 rer cent. of the total housecholds have less than -
10 acres of land. Tf we mpke further breaking of the
figures, 98 per cent of total holisecholds have laas than
5 acres of land. On further analysis of the above table
it is found that the average sgize of holding prer household
ig only 6,03 acres. If we include the one household which
does not nossess any land in the village, the average
comes_t0_ 0,56 acreg only. 86 por cent. of the households
¥ Barlier it has been recorded that the total cultix T
land 1n Matadham is 316,33 acres. The rest 15.55 aégzgl?s -~

owned by Garasias of Kumbharia village.

85

owing less than 10 acres, own among themselves 194,27
acres of the total land, and thoir average comes to only

4,52 acres. As the cultivable land in this region is of
extremoly poot quality, oven if a household possesses 20
acres of land, it will be insufficient for its livlihool,

Those householde who own more than 10 acdes of
land (therc are 7 such hoecholds, forming 14 percent of
the total households) are not in a better poeition, as
nearly all of them are séttled in,the"Dhar' gector of
the village whére the land is much less productive on
account of being very sandy and recky ie nature.

Before independence, it was possible for any
agriculfurist to ertend his holding by addirg more nlots
of land by cleariﬁg the forest land and thus cultivating
previously uncultivated land. What was needed was only
human labour. But as comnlete land survey has now beep
done it has becomg impoeseible for =2nyone to add new land
hy clearirg any strin of forest ' land. New the forest
department can release land for cultivation, if it feele
necescary in the economic interest of the villagers. Buft
the ownershin of such land remaine with the forest

davartment. It has been nointed out earlier that as far
as 59.34 acreg out of 3156.33 acres have been releasad by
the foreat 6eﬁaftmant on '"BEkgali' basis.

The Garasias cannot expand their holdings now
even by making purchases of new agricultural land as
transactiong have been almost completely restricted by
Government legislation., Without taking the prior
permigsceion of Diastrhet CDllEGﬁD%, nobody can purchase the
land of a tribal person. |
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Thére is very little of land cultivated on tenancy

basis in Matadham wvillage. Occasionally some eldérly or
dependent persons who cannot till all their land will

rentout some portion of the land to others on crop share
basis. But on all such_occésibnsfthe.land is rented out

to a member of his or her own lineage.

Occupational Structure and other Economic Activities

Agriculture is the mainstay of the village. It is
also the predominant uccupatibn in the village. People
are genuinely peaﬁantry and are earth bound in the
strict sense of the term., The influence of the agriculture
is reflected in every aﬁpeﬁt of their culture and for a
comprehensive understanding of their culture, we have to
examine it in context with its agriculture. Of their

tnfal annual income the villagers derive as far as 60

percent from agriculture.

According to 1961 census, as much ﬁé-57.4 percent
of the total population in the village constituted the
working force which meant that they were engaged in one
or other kind of nccupatinn: only 42.6 percent were in
the category of non-workers., If we compare these figures
with the figures of the taluka, district and State we find
that the percentage of workers in the total pupulation
is highest in Matadham village. This is quite natural
of a tribal village where both mean and women and even

adoloscent children form the working force. Of the total
workers in the village Matadham 62 percent were males while
38 percent were women. This shows that theo Garasia women

contribute to a good extent in earning the livelihood,
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TABLE XTIV

Digtribution of population ﬁf'MEtadham village,Danta Taluka,
Banaskantha Digtrict and Gujarat Staté according to workers
and non-workers (aource 1961 Census).

Totalworkere TotallNon- Total

(figures in worlkars

percentaga) (figuresin
___________________________________ percentage)
Matadham 57 .4 492 6 100%
Taluka 454 54,86 100%
Dietrict 45,73 54 =7 100,
State 4171 58.Q 130%

—————_*ﬁ_—--—-—-——-——-—-F—-——-—-___“—‘——-_-—-—-—-_q-_—_.I-_—_—_—__*-—---_

for the household. In fact, earning livelihood is such 2

hard ard industrious job in this region that unless all
availlable hands in the houschold are not put into operation,
1t ig difficult to meet both ende. FEven though the =
parcentsze of workarsg is nigher im Matadham in comparisosn
to the taluka the district and the State, the ner capita
1ineome of ths Vvillage ie lowest. Again, on State level,
nany workers earn their livlihood through pursuing other
occupations while in Matadham large majoritvy of the
workers m=2inly pursue tha occtnation of agriculture, On
account of ti; ext®em cly low nroduectivity of land, income
from agriculture ranaine Llow 2, though higher number of
workers are engaged in it., The role of woman as workers
18, e-onomicallyv, of mareinal utilitr, If some other
aveniivs , such as household industries or emall ecales

5 .Yordes-are made available to them, perhanse theiyr income

can he inecrensoed,

. . . nex t
-The figuree given in the /table ~how thot as ‘fap

as 34,6 percent of the workere were ergaged in | § =
xagriculure where as at the distriet level and the
State zevel only 71.51 and 53,39 nercent were engaged
in agricultura, |
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TABLE X

Distributior of workers of Matadham Banaskantha district
and Gujarat State, According to their Ocecupation

S S —— —— . T G S - S — —  — —— T G S G G G ——————— P R NN N

Sre Occuvation Digtrict State.

N0 e _--__-_-____-____Egﬂffgffi _____ g s e Bt e e b e
1 Agriculture 84,6 71.81 03,52
2e Agriculture labour 0.7 6,25 14,77
O, Mining, quarry,livesgock,

hunting,fishing, forestiryid.”n 2el4 1.24
4, Housechold Indusiri e - . 7 .44 6,06
5. lManufacturing other than

household induetry, - - DT 6,33
6. Conatruction N7 1.26 1.06
7. Trade & Commerce - 3,03 4,85
8., Transport - 0,79 1,88
9. Service — 6,33 9.99

;***HHHE===E==========I====E========

Total 100,00 100,00 100,00
The next importmat occupation in the village
Matadham 1= connected with huntirg, forestby, livestock
and allied activitiee, TIn thie eategory 14,0 nercent of
the total workers are engaged whercas at the districet
lewel and State leovel enly 2.14 percent ard 1.24'  .reent
paspectivaely are neccupied in these activities, Thie
shows the important #ole of the forest in theo life of
the Gar~sine of thie village as woell =s of other villages
eince the whole Carasia Bountry is more or less is in the
forest region of Aravalll ranges, Other categoriss of
pccunations remain a2lmost unrepre=sentoed in Matadham, The
/%%5%%%%3%%g%%ged as agriculsural labourer ie only 0,7 of

- s — e li— #-_—

¥
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The total workers in Matadham villasge while at the district
and State leyel, the figure is 6.23 and 14,77 respectively.
Although agriculture is theo mainstay in the village there

is hardly any scope for persons being engaged as agricultural

labourer. The reason for this is not far to seck. As the
amount of cultivable land is very snmnall in the village, the
villagers still pursue agricul tural operations on more

or less traditional style and mainly produce Kharif crops,
it is enough for the household members to remain employed

in the agricultural activities. Where is the scope for
- ’
outsiders to be emploved as 1labourers? Besides in the

traditional Garasia life, cooperation plays a prominant

role in their economy. Assistance is always given for major

tasks such as preparing land for the crops or house building

or work which must be done quickly. No one, unless he has

urgent reasons, would refuse to comply with =2 call for

assistance, It is a sm~all task, a few closec relatives are

asked. In bigger tasks, the neighbourhood group also lends

hand. These mutual assistance groups are formed within tho

village and within each of the geographical sector, although

close relatives from other villages,may also be called. Due

to this important tradition of cooperation, a Garasia

household does not need to employ labour for agricultural
operations,

Role of Forest - Thus, Matadham depends on its field

and forest for a living. Thec main source of imnmmediate

cash is firewood and minor forest produce, colleccted from
the neighbouring forest. The villagers collect gum, honey

and Khakhra lecaves from which they prepare leaf-=cups and

leal plates. Such lecaf cups and plates are always in

good demand at Ambaji on account of continuous flow of

pilgrims. The villagers have also good market at Ambaji
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for fire wood. Besides these, the_ bamboo_which is _

extremely used in the house constraction in this region,
is also a saleable commodity at Ambaji. The villagers
during the summer season bring full load of bamboo, and
prenare bamboo planks for.use in ceiling or as screens,
These are sold away for Bs,4 or 5 each. Selling_of these
bamboo-planks has to be done secretly as it is illegal to
bring bamboo other than for one's own household use.

A head-load of fire-wood is sold between 50 paise
to 75 maise, 1In case of leaf-cups and leaf-plates, they
get 10 paise each for 20 leaf-cups and 5 leaf plates.

Besides these, the villagers also collect fruits
from the forest which they consume as well ag sell. TFruits
such as Bor (plum), Kathi and tamarind, 'bilu', 'tibim!
(t:baran) are collected from the forest and are consumed
by the - villagers themselves, Mahva fruit is sold at
Ambaji. Similarly plums (ber) and other fruits collected

from the forest are gold at Amba ji.

-The villager also work as forest labourers, Although
many 1ndividuals can find work =2s wage-labourers, the
Garagias of this village show aversion towards such labour
work or rather towards all tyves of labour work. Particularly
adult men refrain from getting engaged as labourers. The
hougehold may send a female member or an adoloscent boy
for such work if the household is in dire need of.cash fop
buying food. On account of such an attitude the contractop,
who was constructing a bund in the village, had to imnort
'Bhat' labour from Abu Road, This exprlains why only.0,7
percent of the total workers were engaged at construetion,

e e i e T i
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Men and women and children over 12 years of age go
to the forest. To reach a place high up in the hills they
may have to hike almost a mile from the centre of the
village, The steep, narrow paths made by these wood and
bamboo cutters traverse the mountain, All adulf persons
carry a short hand saw and 2 heavy bush knife or sickle,
Women .sometimes carry a large bagsket if _they are going %o
colleget fruits, Mzhua fruite are collected during mid-
night hours or during dawn of the day in the hot _season.
A flock of a species ¢~ bird visit the jungle during night
and eat away fleehy part of the Mahuva fruit and drop the
remaining seed porition on the groumd below, This is
eollected by the villagers to extract oil from that. As
the birds come only during mid-night hours, the villagers
have no choice otherfthan to go to the foroect during those
hours otherwise it will be too late.

e

Tllicit Economic Activities

T —

Mahua liquoy is distilled by some dozen hou seholds
in the village which they sell within the village or a%t
Amba ji. A bottle of nure mahua liquor fetches is,3,00,
while one, adulterated with water, fetches 5-2.00 only.
Nearly same ig the price for the country wine prepared

out of mollasses. It should not be understood that it is

a flourishing industry in the village. In fact, these
hougeholds occagionally digtil illicit liquor, say at a
regular interval of a fortnight or two. One or two bottles
they .keep for the household consumption. Hence.it is
difficult to say that preparing and selling illicit liquor
brings regular and stsady income to these households,
Whenever there is immediate need of cash and there is no
other way to get it, such households take-uv preparing
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of illicit liquor, It was observed in a household that

the husband 2nd the wife wanted fto raise some cash
(nearly Bs, 10.00) in order to make a bus journey to a3

destination beyond Abu Road. They brought mollasses and

other ingredientes to be Used, costing B5,3,50 on credit
from a shopkeepor at Ambaji, a2nd nut the things in a
pitcher for farmenfatiun. After three or four daye, they
dietilled about 6 bottles of liquor., They sold 5 bottles
for Bs.15.00 after keeping one bottle for theirp own
consumption., Aftar paying back the shopkeeper, they

made a net profit ofr&.ll.SO, the amount they needed

for making the journey. In this Way, certain houssholdsg.
82rn some income from thisg source,

o —

Another publicized 1llegal acti7ity of a few.
households is the vursuit of prostitutioruAlthnugh it is
difficult to authenticate “this aétivity, there are
number of men in the village who confiym that both
unmarried and married womem® of a
garn money by nrostitution
ready‘cﬁstumers.
villages algo,

—

number of households

-t Ambaji where such women get
Such cases have been reported from othap

Some Garasia women of Siawa village (neap

Abu Road) aiso indulge in this profession, It hag been

brought to notice that customersg often came from Abu Roag
Tor these women., As the “

Garasia women enjoyimueh freedom,
and have little or no sexual inhibitions, perhaps they
might be offering their bodies to infamotis use

reasons. The tribals of Hadad Patta,
the Qarasias 0f Matadham arg superiorp
down upon them on account

-

for economie
Aalthough admit that
in status, actuall

0f the econonie dependency of
the menfolk on the earnings of their womenfolk, They

¥ look

T e—

|
|
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(the tribals of Hadad Patta) allege that the most
degrading aspect of thie state of affairs is that the
Garasiag of villages around Ambaji do not seem to mind
the least. It is very difficult to know about theirp

earninge Ifrom prostitution, =2e nobody would accept that
ohenly.

Agricultural Onerations

Agriculture is a family enternrise - those who
share the hearth share in the agricultural overations,
There are two annual crops and harvests which .govern
the work of villagers and influence the year¥y cycle of
all activities in Matadham. There arc 'maize harvests!
in first or second week of October, Jjuset after the rainy
season and 'whoat harvest' in early.summer (March-April)
before the hot, dry veriod. These correspond to tha

-1arif and rabi harvests of the pl=ins.

Rainy Season Crops

) Soon after firet or second shower, tho agricultural
field is nloughed thoronghly »nd is left for a woek or two.,
Sometimes a weck or two before the first nloughing, land
1s manured with cowdung and other farm comnost. _ Shortly
after the long spcll of rain begins, the field is Ploughed
once again before planting maize and wajri seede. Maize
teing the starle fond, it is grown in » large area. _Land
1s plougahed by means of wooden nloughs drawn -by a pair of
oxen. As the villagers gonerally have inferior quality
of vlough and weak oxen, ploughing is not done very
inteneively. However, the sowlng of maize can be performed

with little preparation of the soil. Seads are sown by

broadcasting or by plenting them into the furrows as land
is being ploughed. Towards the end of the long espell of
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rain, grass sheets up and then the crops must be weeded. . .
Weeding is done in a meize field with the help of a sicklo,
By August when all the weeding is finished, thereo is little
to do but wnit for the crops to rinon. 1In October, the
harveet beginsg .

Along with the maize, lessor millets like bunti and
kodra are aleo sown. Pulses like 'urad and 'tur' are also
sown Alongwith the maize. OQther crors of this season
includo.chilli, hemp and cucumber, Bajri is being cultiva-
ted eince last eight or nine years. In Siauwa village, tho
cultivation of bajri and jowar has boen startad only last
year,

Winter Crops

While the maize harvest is in progress, ploughing
the harvested fiolds preparatory to planting the principal
wheat crop begina, Stalks of the previous crops are cleared
Many a time, the rlot in which winter crop is to be raised,
1g loft fallow during . the rainy season a nd henceo in that
case, it is not necessary to clear the dry maize stalks
and plough the maize harvested field., A wack op two after
ploughing,'wheat seeds are sown. Immediately after the
field ig again ploughed The fields are nloughed ang
seeded between mid-October and m d=Novembar, -Durineg .
December and January, fields are irrigated once or twica.
October and November are two of. the busiest months fop
those households who undertake cultivation of winter crops.
December, January and February are commaratively eagy
months. By mid -lMarch preparations are made for the
fast arnroaching "wheat harvest", 1Harveating 18 a period
of intense activity. Rein and hail may fall anytime, go
i1t is important that the ripe crops be gathered promntly,

e, ———a
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Load after load of grain is hauled to the threshing floor,
wnere 1t 1ig sftacked in high rectangular piles., TFor .
threshing, atalks are spread on the ground and bullocks
are driven round and round in a circle nver it, their "
plodding feet separating the grain from the stalks.. Grain
is then winnowed from the chaff. The perind following

the rabi harvest marks another respite from field work

and heralds the beginning of a geason for festivities

and marriage.,

Bosidesg wheat, ' jav' (barley) and 'chino' are also
sopn in dry lands by some households. Some houscholds.
who have better irrigationm facilities sow graim in this
cseasonh. Even wheat is also mainly produced by ohly those
who can muster facilities for irrigation. Oilsceds are
also grown in this season by some houschnlds.

Practically no cash crop is grown in tho village
but several households produce some seneonal vegetables
such as pumnpkin, ladyfingers, beans, etc. In the Garagia
villages of Sabarkantha distriet, cotton and groundnut are
cultivated although not on a large scale. TIn Siawa
village too,cotton and ground nut are cultivated on a
small scale,

Cropping Pattern

It i1s abundantly cleoay by now that maize is sSown
in large area as_ it iz the primary crop for the Garasiag,
Next 1n importance are hajri, wheat and nulses. An
examination of the table will reveal that as_fapr as 221=-14
acres out’ of the total land, during the nerind of 1965-87
was under maize cu ltivation, While under wheat and
olleeaeds cul tivation, there were 27.15 and 5N .38 acras
respectively,

9
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TABLE XVI

cropping pattern in the village (figures
for 1966-67).

—— —— -

T N T T e S
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Sr. Crops Area Porcentage out
E?._EL* (in acres) of total land.
Maize and Bajri 2el.ld 7000

Wheat 27 10 Be6
Pulses | 30, 38 9.6
Oil =eeds 15,10 4.7
Inferior grains 18 =2 3,8
Gram Bed3 2.6
Jowar 0,10 -
Under fallow Bl 0.7
Total: 516.33 155?5__%

e — —— Rl B e T e—— —_—

—— ——— - — ——

Other crons such as gram, inforior grains and silsoads
account for 9,21 acros. Pulses have been sown in 9.6 acres
of land. Only one household has started cultivation of

Jowar on 0-10 acre nieco of land. Jowar is nhot a traditional
crop for the Garagiasg,

el |

Thus, the very cropping pattern in the village shows
that maizo which has remained a traditional crop since time
immemorial still occupies the foremost place in tho
agricultural economy of the Garasias., No cash crops such
as cotton, groundnut, etc, have been introduced in thae
village, although only 10 miles away in tho villago of
Toraniya and Hadad it was observoed by us that the so called
'"Bhil Garasias' of those villages did extensive cultivation
of these crops. Thus, it can be said that tho Garasias
of this village are gtill toeing the traditional line in
their agriculture.

N
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Manure

As has been mentioned earlier, only cowdung is used
for manuring the fields. Chemical fertilizers have not
been used by the villagers although they are very-well aware
about the cfficocy of that. But they are very much sceptical
about the use of chemical fertilizere, as they feel that by
its use, the productivity of the land will further diminieh.
They also feel that manuring is not necessary for maize.crop.
Again, many villagers comrlained that it was beyond their
maang to buv chemiceal fertilizers, M=nuring is done in the
field manually by the household members.

—

Irrigation

Tt has been recorded earlier that only a small.
portion of the cultivable land i.e. 30.15 .acrese out of.
316,33 acres, had becnh brought under -irrigation. Irriga-
tion ig mainly done by wells. The number of wells in the
village is only 18, Water is tsken out of the wells with
the help of either nersian wheels or moat. Beslides; :
irrigation by well, an artificiai. tank has been constructed
by erccting a bundh. The construction was. still in
progress at the time of our investigation.-in the-village.
When the canals get ready, nerheaps more acerage 1in
Matadham would come under irrigation. At the present only
wellg are being used for irrigeation. As has been pointed
out, only 16 wells are there in the village. One of the
wells has been constructed by T.D.Block as community well
for the purnose of drinking woter. The water of this well
ig not used for irrigation. Thus, only 15 houscholds own
well for the purpoee of irrigation. Thus, by and large,
they denend upon monsoon for their agricultural economy.
However, the Garasia of Vijaynagar taluka have constrected
a gnod number of wells and about a dozen households have
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) | Animal Husbandry
‘installed oil engines in their well, Due to this, they |

are able to raise winter cronhg every year. "

Although cattle are owned by most of fhe

households in the village, the same do not occupy

Seeds } important nlace in ther subsistence economy of the _.
Garasias. The vrimary value of cattle is not economic
but social. No man is counted truely wealthy who does
not poscess a gizeable herd. Cattle are still regarded
as the soundest form of investment. They multiply
themgelves and can readily be turned into cash in an
emergency. Whenever they fall in dire need of money,

o they dispose of one or two cattle to meet the emergency.

The Garasias of Matadham gtill use what is called
"Deghi" j.,e., indigennus seeds. The use of improved
variety of seeds, such as hybrid maize, has not been
adopted by them., TIn other neighbouring villages in Hadad
region or in village lying on Danta-Ambaji road, cultiva-
tion of hybrid maize was observed, One of the reasons
why they do not usge improved seeds is that they have to

buy it by paying cash amount from the government. They A census of cattle and poultry in the village
do not have cash with them at the time of sowing. So was taken by us and it was found that altogether there
they buy on credit their seeds from merchants who. keep were 474 heads. The figures given in table below.shows
only indigenous seeds. Another reason.is that the that on an.average.each household ° has 9 domestic
government machinery has not made sufficient proraganda animals including chickens.
for it in this village, rather in the villages of this .
: : : : : TABLE XVLL
region. The third reasson ig that etill the villagers much - - - -
denend upon forests for their living, although not to that ! Number of eyillage cattle and chicken
extent, as they used to do previously. On account of thisg, | e o o e e e e e e B e B e e e e e e e e e
development of agriculture does not seem to be in the i Sr. Tvbe of domestic Total number Average per
offing. | No. animal and bird. household.
Agricultural Tmplements - “ 1. Oxen Q7 1.9
Same 1s the story regarding agricultural implements. < Jows. and, BUilaloeg P 1f8
The agricultural technnlogy in this village as in other 3 o Heifers and calves o6 {5y 1l
Garagia villages of this region, is the basi ﬁ | . L e
: i L S fB=6 7ipDdy bamboo 4, Sheep and goats 179 5.5
and iron complex inherited from the neolithic days and f .
supplemented by animal and human vpower. A detailed list ok Cnickens:- b 0.8
6 Others (i D17

of agricultural imnlements has been provided in earlier
chapter on Material Culture and Technology. L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
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For the Garasias, the most important of his cattle | | | | - i
are bullocks The usual way to disignate how much . The.Cows are tended mainly for the purnrose of getting

land 2 man owns.is by how many oxen he uses to till it, - » < €

In Mathadham according to the figuree given below, o There are 29 households tending sheep and goats,
there are 24'two’ bullock' households, 11 'four bullock! mainly goats. The largest number of goats in one family
households and 5 'one ~"wullock households'! , while 11 - - } | wag 50,while the lowest, of course was-1l. But they have
households have no bullocks. If a household fails to | R a prominent place in religious sacrifices ‘and the

buy a bullock before the agricultural season starts, entertainment of guosts. Diviners usually specify

it can borrow the same from any household of his own w the use of a goat of a particular sex and colour for

linsage. 3 A scarifices aimed at curing 'diszases or propitiation
TABLE XVIII _ _ ‘ of gods.and godlings, and such orders arc always
Digtribution of Households according to Bullocks and - | obeyeds s, A Man of above aversgs . means shows respect
tiows and Buffolloes : to his visiting - in-laws or matrilineal kins by
_____________________________________________________ | cooking goats meat for them, At tho end of the harvest,
Number of Number of Number of Number of | hougeholds usually celebrate by slaughtoring a goat to
Bullocks Households Cows and Household eat.
__________________________ Eﬂiiﬁlﬂﬂﬁ__________-___;_ | .Chicken are not raised by many houscholds in Mata=
dham, Only 15 househnlds have raised chickens. Bven in
& L2 - = these households, the number of chickens was very small.
< e 2 i The Garasias, in general, do not_appear to be much
| 4 2 ° o interested in poultry, Their chief complaint is that
il el @ 4 2 government officials, whenever they visit the village,
- < ) doemand poultry birds for their meals. Again, no
E 5 | account of nearness to jungle, wild animals._in former
! : ﬂ daye used to-devour the.birds. This also discouraged
i 2 | ¥Yhem in raising poultry.
| | [ T T 20 _
_____________________________________________________ ! Cattle and goatss are also impsrtant for the purnose
OF _ o1 92 o1 - l . of getting manure, Goats' u¥creta 1g congidered more
_______________________ R T T T ﬁ valuable manure than others, The Garasias are. not
Besides bullocks Garasiagtend cows and buffaloes, v ; 4 fond of milk and milk does not form an important
At least 31 households have one or more cows and J ltem in Their daily diet. But households do prepare

buffalloes while 20 households dc. not own any. '
s e je¢ MALr Ly

=
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gnee from the milk for selling out in market. In this
way, some households do earn income from dairying.

.

Division of Tabour By Sex and Age

Men and Women are equal partners in daily economic
activities, both agricultural and forest work. Only
a few occupations are clearly differentiated by sex.
Ploughing and levelling of fields and erection of
house roofs are done exclusively by males § aousework
such ag fetching water from wells, plastering the floor

R -_. —

with mud and cowdung.are gome of the works exclusively
allotted to females. Some agricultural work is conside-

red too heavy for women, for example preparing the
fields and ploughing; neverthless, women and younger
girls often do this work alongwith men and boyg if
time runs short. Those are some women who prepare. .
their farm land without the help of their husbands.,

In forest, women produce as much as men except
that they do not handle the large logs of wood needed
in congtruction of houses. Even pregnant women make . .
trips to mountaigs for collecting minor forest produce,

‘In the agriculturalﬂaperatians, both men and
women sow gecds. In special activities, such as house
building, a more distinet division of. labour can be
obgserved. In any building activity, men do_structural
work and women carry meterials, Same division of labour

is found on road building, community projects.(sponsored

by Panchayat), fencing the courtyard op preparing
country flat tiles for roofing . In general, however,
no srnacial comment is made if either a men or womaen
performs work usually done by the opposite sex.
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Men and women work in the fields and forests from _.
ages 15 to 60, When they approach 60, men like_to retire.
If noggible they hand over their responsibilities as.
family heads to their eldest sons. From then on, they
prefer to stay home more and more., They can still help
with less demanding work or doing odd jobs around the .
house. Approaching old age, most men become economically
ugeléss.and in other ways contripute little_to the.
gociety. For old women, guite the contrary is true. Even

grandmothers, who are well over €, scem strong and
active. Most of them go to the fields to harvest and
to_weed maize crops. They.-also Llook after youngest
children, thus freecing their mothers to work.

Thus, women, too, are given equal opportunities.

to work with men.

Daily Routine

Lifo in Matadham as in any. Garasia village, is
moving with the slow and ever recurting round of the
seasons. By day life. tends to move according to the sun
and at might to the constellation. A man will raisse
his arm toward the sky.and say he will mect you when the
sun hasg<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>