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Foreword

It is a matter of great pleasure to bring out
this fifth publication of the Tribal Research and

Training Centre.

Ancestor worship forms the core of the entire
complex of religious beliefs of the tribal society.
After leaving human body, it is believed, soul
remains for long in a state of flux, and if it is
not laid at rest with proper ceremonies it can
become a cause of distress. The occasion of
ancestor worship naturally assumes great impor-

tance in tribal religion based on such beliefs.

Tribal society has established a wonderful
harmony between individual life and community
life. Many events in tribal society are organised
on community basis in order that day to day
individual life may not degenerate into an
asocial life. In ancestor worship also this forms
an important characteristic of the event which
is celebrated by the entire community. The
main object of this publication is to highlight these
two features of the tribal society. We hope it will

go a long way in achieving this purpose.
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Two years back a photographic exhibition of
this event was held in the Gujarat Vidyapith, and
at that time a suggestion came from different
quarters to prepare a publication out ol the
photographs exhibited. The Tribal Research
and Training Centre accepted this suggestion, and
hence this publication.

Shri Arvind Bhatt and Shri Indrashanker
Rawal of the Centre have taken great pains in
collecting many details of this event from the
field. The National Design Institute also lent
its support in this publication, and it not only put
at our disposal their photographs of this event but
also made available the services of one of its
workers, Shri Haku Shah who rendered much
help In the entire planning and execution
of this publication. Servicesofall of them are
thankfully acknowledged.
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Explanation

District Banaskantha

i Rann of Kutch

I1. Mehsana District
III. Sabarkanthid District
IV. Rajasthan State

Palanpur Taluka
Danta Taluka
Vadgam Taluka
Dhanera Taluka
Deesa Taluka
Kankrej Taluki
Vav Taluka
Tharad Taluka
Radhanpur Taluka
Santalpur Taluka
Deodar Taluki
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Source

: District Census Handbook, Banaskantha

District; Census 1961
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Explanation

Dinta Taluka

1. Sanali
2.  Rupapara
3. Hathi Pagala

I. Pdlanpur Taluka

I1. Vadgam Mahal

III. Mehsana District
IV. Sabarkantha District
V. Rajasthan State

qIgT qTERT
TSN HET®
aeamr faeT
qEEisT faer
T T

UHIR © (S22 A delo)s, adiusiol (vedl,  fefigaz &7am &= a5, gqrasier faor, Fag

Hedd 1224

2R%e & sy afga fear

Source : District Census Handbook, Banaskantha
District; Census 1961
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GROUP ANCESTOR WORSHIP

The location, where this group-rite
of ancestor worship took place, is a small
village called SANALI in Banaskantha
District on the northern border of
Gujarat. Sanali is in the vicinity of
the famous temple of Ambaji, hardly
10 miles away from Abu Road
railway station of Rajasthan State. A
tribe, known as Bhil-Garasia, constitutes
the main population of this area. This
group-rite was performed by several
lineages of this tribe in whose social and
cultural life it holds a very high place.
Such an occasion comes once in the life
of an individual and therefore they
celebrate it with abundant pep and
sincere devotion. The whole event was
spread over three consecutive days
during which a keen sense of organisa-
tion and collective responsibility was
evident among all the participants.

Land and People

Bhil-Garasias of Banaskantha are
divided into several exogamous patri-
lineal groups. The tribals of this area,
widely known as ‘Garasias,” like to
drop the appelation ‘Bhi)’ from their

composite name ‘Bhil-Garasia’ as it is
considered by them to be derogatory.
The term ‘Garasia’ is therefore a blan-
ket term which covers all the tribal
groups of the area, and is also believ-
ed to be an honorific title suggestive
of their land-ascribed status. Similarly,
the tribals of the adjacent Sdbarkantha
District also call themselves Garasia.
Tribals of both these areas make claims
and counterclaims about their higher
status, but they do agree on one point
that they are Garasias having a landed
peasantry.

The Garasias of Banaskantha dwell
mostly in the hilly parts of the district
and therefore their dwellings are of dis-
persed type which is in sharp contrast
to the nucleated settlements inhabited
by the non-tribal population of the
plains. Garasia village is usually com-
posed of two or three hamlets; each such
hamlet contains four to five clusters of
huts and each such cluster comprises
of five to ten huts. These hamlets lie
from each other at a distance of seve-
ral furlongs and villages composed of

such hamlets have a distance of about
four to five miles in between them.

Garasias have a joint extended type
of family life, i.e., all the married and
unmarried brothers have joint ownership
of land but married brothers live
separately in separate huts and dine
at separate kitchens. Unmarried bro-
thers and their father stay together.
Principle of jointness, thus, is main-
tained to a more or less degree in their
economic and religious activities.
Exogamous nature of their marriage
system opens wider territorial ties for
them and their kinship relationships
thus cut across the geographical barriers
of the area.

All the kindreds—both agnatic and
affinal—, though they live far away from
each other, have many occasions to meet
either 1n cyclic fairs and weekly mar-
kets or at occasional rituals and festi-
vals. Such frequent meetings, or say
occasions of get together, provide them
enough opportunities to exchange greet-
ings, and to sing and dance together.
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But an occasion of group-rite, when all
would close their ranks and resolve

their disputes through the meetings of

clders on the eve of the event for which
all the participants would contribute
their respective mite in the form of
grains and money both, and work
shoulder to shoulder to make the event
a complete success, comes only once
in their life time, If a village is small
in size, usually the people of the same
lineage include the entire habitat, but
in a large village several hamlets have
inhabitants of different lineages, i.e.
each hamlet has a group of houscholds
belonging to kins of the same lineage.
This pattern of living necessitates for the
people of a village to help each other
on several occasions like constructing a
house, celebrating a marriage or at-
tending funerl rites, cultivating land
or harvesting crop, facing external
danger or fighting epidemic, contribut-
ing to the expenses in remitting fines
or similar penalties. Any such event is
a matter of common concern and
all work hand-in-hand and jointly to
overcome any crisis that may come in
their day-to-day life. These salient
features of tribal life viz. fraternity
and group living are common to all
tribals in their social, economic and
cultural life. By sharing these sterling
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qualities in a community life, or say
corporate living, this simple folk, living
apart from each other due to typical
geographic conditions, prevent their
life from deteriorating into something
drab and monotonous. They get many
occasions in life to express their joy and
mirth, their fraternity and unity, and
thereby to make their life meaningful
and worthliving.

Worshiping ancestors and offering
them oblations in a group-rite is prac-
tised not only by the tribals of Banas-
kintha but also by other tribes in diffe-
rent parts of Gujarat.

Several tribes, like Gamit, Dhanka,
Dubla and Dhodia of Surat and Bul-
sar Districts follow a practice of per-
forming shraddha ceremony in group
at an interval of two to five years, un-
like the higher Hindu castes which per-
form shraddha every year. The day on
which this group shraddha is perform-
ed is called ‘moto dahado’ or great day
and this ceremony is called ‘parjan’,
This ceremony is presided over by the
priest of the tribe and oblations are
offered to the ancestors when the priest
chants few hymns and psalms from
Hindu sacraments. At the end of the

ceremony all disperse after partaking
obsequial food in a community feast

known as ‘kahaitu’ (see pp. 92-96, The
Dublgs of Gujargt by P. G. Shah; and p.61,
Tribal Life in Gujargt by P. G. Shah),
Same ritual called parjan taking place
on ‘moto dahado’is also performed by
the tribe known as Naika Naikada,
distributed in sevral districts—Panch-
mahal, Baroda, Surat and Bulsar (see
p. 17, Naiks and Naikadzs by P. G.
Shah).

In the Jhalod area of Panchmahal
District several families of poor means
collect together at one place at an in-
terval of two to three years and perform
shraddha of their near and distant an-
cestors in a group ritual. Their priest
chants hymns, and oblations to ances-
tors are offered in his presence. All col-
lected there mourn their ancestors
and disperse after partaking obsequial
food in a community feast (see p. 310,
Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol. IX
Part I, Gujarat Population Hindus).

This way, many tribes in Gujarat
follow a practice of performing shraddha
of their ancestors in a collective way
and that also at an interval of about
five to fifty years of duration. Many
reasons have been ascribed to explain
the significance of this group-rite, but

following reasons appear to be most
noteworthy:

1. It is very convenient and eco-

nomical for tribals of poor means
to perform shriddha in a colle-
ctive way after an interval of
several years.

. As the tribals live at a fairly long

distance and that also in dispers-
ed settlements, it is not possible
for them to meet frequently. This
group ritual gives an opportunity
to all to come together at a con-
venient time and place, making
it possible for a large number
of people to participate in a
shraddha ritual and partake of
communal feast.

. It 1s believed that those who have

died of unnatural causes like
epidemic, spirit confrontation, or
accident become ghosts after
death and cause troubles not only
to the people of their own tribe
but to others too living in the
same area. Because of this be-
lief, other tribal groups of the
same area also join the princi-
pal group or groups of tribals in
the joint worship of ancestors or
propitiation of malevolent spi-
rits.

This is the manner in which tri-
bals propitiate their ancestral souls and

also achieve horizontal unity amongst
the people of their own group and
vertical unity with the people of diffe-
rent groups. Kinship ties as well as
neighbourhood ties play vital role in
their efforts.

Some of the above mentioned tri-
bal groups, having come under the in-
fluence of Hindu castes, seem to be
giving up the practice of performing
shraddha in a collective way and ins-
tead they are i1ncreasingly adopting
Hindu way of performing shraddha
every year in the second fortnight of
the eleventh month of the Hindu calen-
dar. Garasia tribals in the Samlaji area
of Siabarkintha, and the tribals from
Gamit and Dhanka tribes in some areas
of Surat and Baroda Districts have pass-
ed resolutions to that effect in the meet-
ings of their respective tribal councils,
and thereby have expessed their strong
feelings of resentment against the waste
of money they think to be involved dur-
ing the celebrations of group shriddha
and communal feast. Many such reso-
lutions not only condemn such prac-
tices but make fervent plea to abolish
what they call to be social evils. Some
tribals have also started giving up the
practice of raising post-funeral memo-
rial stones of the leading persons from

their lineages. (see, The Constitution of the
Gargsig Tribal Council of Shamlgii; and
p. 61, Tribal Life in Guargt, by
P. G. Shah)

# * #*

After reviewing the general back-
ground of this event let us now go back
once again to Sanali and study the de-
tails of its actual performance so as to
comprehend its nature and importance
correctly.

Following three villages had parti-
cipated in this event of group shraddha:

(1) Sanili

(2) Rupapara

(3) Hathipagla
and following five lineages of the Bhil-
Garasia tribals residing in the above
three wvillages performed shraddha of
their ancestors:

(I) Taral

(2) Gamar

(3) Makwana

(4) Bamburia

(5) Khokharia.

From all the five lineages of the
above three villages Taral lineage has
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a larger population and therefore all
the other four lineages associated with
the Taril lincage. Because of this reason
the occasion was known  as ‘pat’
(community feast) of Tarial. The
number of participating families from
all the three villages was as follows:

Name of Taral Other Total
Village lineage lineages families
No. of No. of
families families.
I. Sanali 56 4 60
2. Rupapara 45 3 48
3. Hathipagla 36 14 50
137 21 158

Thus, out of the total 158 families
who performed shraddha, 137 were
from Taral lineage only and remaining
21 families belonged to other four line-
ages viz., Gamar, Makwina, Bamburia

and Khokharia,

A seven men committee was form-
ed of the elders of only Taral lineage
from all the three villages. Of these
seven Taral elders, two were from village
Sanali, two from Rupapara and three
from Hathipagla. Elders of four other
lineages accepted the responsibilities
assigned to them by this committee. A
month before the event, all the elders

34

of the five lineages had met in a meeting
at Sanali to fix up a day for the event.
Their traditional priest was invited to
remain present in the meeting. This
priest studied the calendar and declar-
ed an auspicious day which was accept-
ed by all. After this the meeting took
disputable issues for settlement. Some
1ssues were settled during this meeting
and for the remaining ones they again
met after a week. In the second meet-
ing they resolved all the disputes which
were varied in their nature ranging
from lifting of animals, eloping with a
married woman, burning the standing
crop, to similar small and big disputes.
Compensations were also paid to the
aggrieved parties instantaneously. This
event of dispension and resolution of
disputable matters was celebrated by
the elders on both the occasions of their
meeting. On the first occasion of fix-
ing up a date they had dispersed after
having a feast of sweet balls and on the
second occasion a dish was prepared out

of the meat of a goat killed on the
Spot.

The above mentioned priest belongs
to a lower Hindu caste, called Garoda.
He ministers as a priest to all the above
five lineages besides seven other line-
ages like (I) Parmar, -(2) Dabhi,
(3) Rathod, (4) Dhrangi, (5) Parghi, (6)

Kodarviha, and (/) Suven of the Gari-
sia tribe in this area. Tribals of all
these seven lineages had attended the
function on the shriddha day. All these
twelve exogamous lineages dine and
marry with each other and by mar-
riage they enter into kinship ties of
effective relationship.

Alongwith. the relatives, both from
agnatic and affinal sides, friends were
also iInvited to attend the function,
and oral invitations were sent to them
by a special messenger, called °‘jan’.
People from about 200 villages of the
seven regions, such as Palanpur, Sirohi,
Poshina, Mewad, Danta, Hadad-Sanali
and Idar, had collected at Sanali on
the shraddha occasion. The total
strength of the people collected was
esttmated to be approximately ten
thousand. Thus the people from diff-
erent places of Banaskantha, Sabar-
kantha and Rajasthan areas had come
on foot or camel or by carts to attend
the function.

Bhema Pana, the seniormost per-
son and the eldest living son of the
Taral lineage in village Sanali, inform-
ed that he performed the shraddha
rite for his deceased father and grand-

father, as shown in the following genea-
logy:
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Bhema also informed that he had
borne the principal responsibility of
this function because of his above
mentioned position. According to his
information kins of Taril lineage had
performed shriddha of ancestors be-
longing to the first two proximate gene-

viz. Lalaji, had performed shraddha of

ancestors belonging to his three proxi-
mate generations. For all these ances-
tors, he told, 200 figurines were laid,
out of which 90 belonged to male an-
cestors and 110 to female ancestors.
Female figurines exceeded the male

than one wife, polygamy being preva-
lent in the tribals of this area.

Another person, named Taral
Lemba Gopa, from the wvillage Sanali,
informed that he had laid in all II
figurines for his ancestors, as shown in

rations, and Bhemvs father’s father ones because a person might have more the following table:
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Total
F!g-— Fzg- F;g.
Male urine Female urine urines
Father’s father 1 Father's mother ] 2
Father 1 — - 1
Two step 2 First mother 1 3
brothers (from
first mother
who died son-
less)
One blood l Second mother 1 2

brother (from
second mother
who died son-
less)

2 Third mother ] 3

Two step
brothers (from
third mother
who died son-
less)

Total 7 b 11

As shown in the above table, Lemba
Gopa had laid figurines for his bro-
thers, step as well as blood ones, who
had died intestate or sonless, and for
those brothers who had male
figurines for them were laid by the lat-
ter. No figurines are laid for those who
die unmarried, and those who die
without any issue are said to have
become ‘‘Gods”.

1ssues,

People had started arriving at the
site of the function from the morning
of Wednesday, 24th April, 1964. Those
who were coming from nearby places
came on foot, while others from dis-
tant places came on camels or by carts.
Incoming groups of people were camp-
ing under the shades of the trees on
both sides of the river Kidi. On one
hand, people continued arriving for the
whole day, and on the other hand few
young persons appeared to be making
brisk preparations for the next day com-
munity feast.

Community Feast

All the relatives and friends who had
gathered there were to be served with a
grand feast of ‘churmu’ (a preparation
of wheat and ghee) on the second day of
the function and on the third and final
day °‘dal’ and °‘rotla’ (cooked pulse and
loaves) were to be served. Preparations
for the feast were made on a very large
scale and in a highly organised way.
The organising charged
different persons with specific responsibi-
lities like managing funds, collecting
and purchasing grains, ghee, oil, and
similar materials for the feast, collecting
cooking articles, serving cooked food,
constructing a pandal and supervis-
ing many_other arrangements. All car-

committee

ried out their assigned duties with a

complete sense of responsibility and
worked in a serious and zealous mood.
Their spirit of co-operation and unity
was quite evident from the first to the
last moment. In fact all worked shoul-
der to shoulder to make this event a
grand success, and their skill for orga-
nization, spirit of co-operation and sense
of solidarity were really noteworthy and
deserved all praise and kudos.

Collection of Material and Funds for
the Feast
All the

Sanali,

three principal villages—
Rupapara and Hathipagla-
contributed per hearth following pro-
portion of materials for the feast app-
roximately:

3 maunds of wheat flour
10 seers of ghee
20 seers of gur.

Thus 1n all 650 maunds of wheat,
110 packed tins of ghee (each tin con-
taining 35 seers) and 200 maunds of
gur were collected. 40 packed tins of
edible oil to supplement ghee were pur-
chased from Hadad village. Gur was
also purchased from the same °‘Bania’
shop-keeper in Hadad. The entire
expenditure was divided amongst
the total number of shraddha perform-
ers and a shraddha performer had to
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contribute rupees thirty four and ten
paise per each figurine he had laid.
From the general funds thus collected
all the expenses, like purchases of gur
and oil, were met. Every house had
contributed their apportioned quota of
wheat and after grinding the wheat at
home they themselves had carried
flour to the storage in the pandal.
From the three villages all the 158
families had contributed material in this
proportion per hearth. As stated ear-
lier, 137 families were of Taral line-
age and alongwith them 21 families of
other lineages—Gamar, Makwina,
Bamburia and Khokharia—had also
contributed the same amount of mate-
rial and equally shared the total ex-
penses. The latter also faithfully per-
formed whichever duties were assign-
ed to them by the organising commit-
tee solely composed of Tarial leaders.
The Garasias of Dhrangi lineage of the
area had organized group shraddha in
a similar way in Dhrangiwis a year
before and all other lineages of the
neighbouring villages had joined them
in performing shraddha of their respec-
tive ancestors. As the Dhrangis were
a predominant group, like the Tarals
in the Sanali rite, that occasion was
known as Dhrangi ‘nat’! Similarly
Sanali event was known as Taral ‘nat.’
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Preparing Food for the Feast

Materials collected and purchased
for the feast were stored in a corner
of the pandal. This square pandal of
nearly 30 yds. length and 30 yds. width
was constructed out of bamboo sticks
and mats purchased from the market.
Wheat flour for the ‘churmu’ was heap-
ed in another corner covering an area
of nearly 10 feet width and 20 feet
length, and the height of the heap ap-
peared to be 3 feet. Baskets and sho-
wels, to carry wheat flour to the hearths
on the river side, were collected from
every house in Sanali and Rupapara.
The cotton carpet to be used for piling
over wheat flour was collected from the
headman of Sanali. Wooden shafts for
pounding kneaded wheat flour on the
rocky floor of the river bed were also
collected from several homes in the
above two villages.

The wheat flour stored in the pandal
was carried in baskets to the river bank
and was kneaded with water on the flat
rocky floor of the river bed, and with
the help of wooden shafts it was pound-
ed for preparing cakes to be baked. All
these different jobs were done neatly
by two batches of young men who work-
ed with necessary speed and zest. They
often received hints and guidance from

three or four elders who had duties to
supervise different jobs in the final pre-
paration of ‘churmu’,

Ten to fifteen trenches were dug for
wheat cakes. Each trench was 10 feet
long, 2 feet wide and 2 feet deep.
Stone slabs to be used as pans for bak-
ing were arranged on these trenches.
Each such flat slab was 3 feet long and
2 feet wide and was flattened out from
the rocky stratums available in the hilly
part of the area. Firewood was collec-
ted from the nearby scanty forests. On
each trench two slab pans were kept
and loaf cakes were baked. Such loaves
after being baked were carried to the
river for breaking into small bits which
ultimately were carried in baskets to
the pandal where ghee and gur were
added to make it into a final ‘churmu.’
Even in this final task of preparing
‘churmu’ three or four elders guided
youn ; men about the amount of gur and
ghee to be added in proportion to the
pieces of loaves.

This 1s how, the young men labour-
ed hard at different jobs of preparing
‘churmu’ and were tutored by elders at
every stage. Here one should notice
the passing of knowledge from one gene-
ration to another, and also a grand co-
operative effort to carry out a stupen-

dous task of preparing food to be serv-
ed to a very large gathering of people.

Feast of Churmu

In the evening of the second day, soon
after the completion of the shraddha
rites, ‘churmu’ was served to all the parti-
cipants except the shriddha perform-
ers. People sat in about twenty five
long rows. Males and females sat to-
cether and no discrimination was ob-
served in sitting arrangements. Women
usually enjoy equal status with men in
many walks of tribal life, and this was
observed here also. Some women car-
ried home a portion of ‘churmu’, tying it
to an end of their siree. This “‘prasad”
was to be distributed to aged and physi-
cally disabled persons who were unable
to attend the function and who stay-
ed behind at home when other members

had tripped to Sanali.

Feast of ‘Dal’ and ‘Rotla’

On the third day noon, after the
ending of turban-tying and greeting
ceremonies, ‘dil’ and ‘rotla’ were served
to all before they dispersed for their
return journey. Preparations for ‘dal’
and ‘rotla’ had started from the late eve-
ning of the previous day after the
‘churmu’ feast was over. Dal (liquid
preparation of one kind of pulse) was

cooked in pots, bought from potters in
village Hadad in exchange of maize
corn. Pulse was purchased from a ‘Bania’
shop-keeper in the same village.

Women of all the three main villages
had left the site at Sanali by night to
prepare loaves and returned in the early
hours of next day morning carrying
per household 100 loaves prepared over-
night. Loaves thus brought had been
deposited in the corner where ‘churmu’
was stored previously. These two food
items were served to all who had agamn
sat in the same orderly manner of the
previous day. Leaves of Khakhra tree
(Bastard teak) were used as dining
plates. Dal and water were served 1n cups
made out of the same leaves. Thus,
whatever materials were locally available
had been used to meet many of the
requirements. All the people—orga-
nizers, workers, and participants who had
gathered there in such a large number
behaved not only in an orderly manner
but also cooperated with each other
for the successful completion of such a
big event in their life. Shri Manubhai
Bhatt, a leading social worker of the
area, sums up the whole event like this:
““It was a treat to see their co-operative
behaviour on the occasion of a commu-
nal feast given on such a large scale. All

worked shoulder to shoulder and car-
ried out their respective duties in an
orderly way. And, what a large huma-
nity had gathered there! No one could
be prevented from attending the func-
tion. Distribution of cooked food in the
feast would be entrusted to a group of
persons, say of one village, and the
things would be distributed in such a
way that no one had a word of grudge
against it. No hue and cry would be
raised in case food prepared fell short to
the number of persons dining.” (see
“Satyagraha® Year II No. 39 Page
No. 346)

Saraman and Tarpan Rite

In the morning of 23rd April 1964,
the shraddha performers sat before bar-
bers for getting their head, beard or
moustache shaved. After shaving, all
took a purificatory bath in the river and
then slowly went and sat with folded
hands before a priest who was prepar-
ing for first rites of ‘saraman’ on the
bank of the river.

The priest had laid figurines of
males and females respectively on white
and red cloth sheets. This rite 1s similar
to the ‘pindsthipan’ or the lump-laying
ceremony of Hindus. The priest placed
turmeric marks on the forehead of the
performers who were also given sacred
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thread for wearing across the right
shoulder and the waist. The chief offi-
ciating priest assisted by two other
priests conducted this rite and spoke
out in serial the names of all the ances-
tors for whom the figurines were laid
there. Performers listened to this with
rapt attention and each bowed with

1. Hymns of invocation

Sunn devam
mahd mantram
agan karnam
dev kirnam

je karnam

je kartam

feeling of devotion when the names of 2. Hymns of Atonement

his figurines were uttered. After this
rite was over, the priests collected all the
fizurines and carried them in two bas-
kets to the pandal where the remaining
rites were to take place. All the figuri-
nes were laid again in a similar way as
before during the ‘sajjadin’ (cot
laying) ceremony. For this ceremony
a pair of dhoti, a brass tumbler, a brass
plate and a pai: of shoes were placed in
the cot covered with a white sheet of
cloth. In the top corner of this sheet an

efficy of a human figure was sketched
out of the lump of rice grains. All the
performers, with their heads covered with
a white cotton scarf, sat behind the cct.

Hymns of Saramanr and Tarpan
Rites

The priest while conducting ‘saraman’
and ‘tarpan’ rites chanted hymns which
were a curious and clever blending of
pure hymns from Sanskrit texts of Hindus
with some words of the local dialect.
Here are a few specimens of such hymns:
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Labhyate shri mahamantram
mahapapam
hatyasarvanishanam
te mite brahmanone sou
namastam

kudi shakham

hed hedam
stri hatya, gotra hatya, bal
hatya, shwan hatya, minjar
hatya, sarpa hatya, nol hatya,
gou hatyz, atli hatyao pramukh
dharba karsanam

3. Hymns of Charity and Swearing
Rites

bhayagavantanam

hemdanam

rup:ﬁdanam

nalkheli, sangivangi, pujafarangi
eduashtali, jalastali

kahe veda vipra, hathe nyara,
panthe nyari,

hem jap tap pamayi dakshani
ghanu,

to pratham mahamantram
sampurna bhaye Radhe Krishna.

When these rites were being conduct-
ted by the priests in the pandal, few
closely related females were wailing out-

side.
Vaitarni Resolution

With the completion of the rites
inside, priests declared the ‘saraman’ cere-
mony as concluded and the women
outside stopped wailing and came one by
one inside the pandal for offering food
and water, known as ‘tarpan’ rites, to the
ancestors,. Two leaf cups containing
‘churmu’ were kept in front of the figurines
laid over the sheets. Women came in
and, after bowing their heads to toe
figcurines, offered two or three bits of
‘churmu’ to the ancestors and uttered
these words: “This is the last time that
we feed you, and therefore oblige us by
kindly accepting it.”” After feeding the
ancestors, they proceeded towards the
entrance where two big water pots were
kept besides a small basket containing
cow shaped image prepared out of wheat
flour lump.

A few strands of a kind of green grass
known as‘darbha’ were tied together into
a bunch called ‘gunchhli’, and each
woman, after dipping the end of this

bunch into the water-pot, oblated water
on the tail of the ‘cow’ keptin the basket.
While oblating water every one uttered
these words : “Kindly drink water that
is offered to you for the last time.”
Explaining the significance of this oblation
rite, the chief priestinformed that offer-
ing water to the tail of the ‘cow’ was
meant to help the ancestors to cross over
the river Vaitarni, flowing across the
sky, and thereby reach therealm of all
the ancestors, known as ‘pitru loka’.
And, therefore, this rite of water-oblating
is called ‘Vaitarni Sankalpa’i.e. rite of
resolution aimed at carrying the souls of
ancestors tora divine abode in the other
world.

Rite of Burying Figurines

Soon after the completion of ‘sardman’
and ‘tarpan’ rites in the pandal, while
people were relishing churmu feast out-
side, final rite of burying figurines was
performed.

The chief priest collected all the
male and female figurines from the two
sheets and placed them separately in two
earthen pots. Two main persons from
the shraddha performers carried these
two pots in their hands and followed the
priests, while others walked behind them.
This procession, led by two drummers
beating the drums, reached a peepal tree

and stopped there. This particular tree,
fifty vards away from the Kidi river, is be-
lieved to be the abode of spirits, and

therefore, considered to be a proper place

to bury the figurines. Before the arrival
of the procession to this tree, two young
men had darted sixor seven arrows in the
stem of the tree at a height of about eight
feet from the ground level and thus
created, what is called, a ‘canopy’ for
giving shade to the ancestral figurines
to be buried beneath. Two pots
were first laid on the ground under the
tree and oil lamps were lighted in the
lids over these pots. A priest chanted
following hymns and all stood with folded
hands and their faces lit up with deep
feelings of devotion and faith:

Ekamnun shriddha tamérz jivane
parto bhavastam Radhe Krishna

Bijnun shraddha tamari jivane
parto bhavastan Radhe Krishna

Trijnun shriddha tamara jivane
parto bhavastam Ridhe Krishna.

This way in these hymns, first fifteen days
of a fortnight were enumerated. When
these hymns ended, two pits were dug out
and the two pots were laid in and were
covered by earth over them. This final
rite marked a close to the entire religious
ritual performed at this place, and

thereafter all the shraddha performers
returned to the pandal where they were
served with sweets specially brought by
their married sisters daughters and
father’s sisters. These sweets were pur-
chased from a sweet mart in Hadad and
by eating these sweets the shraddha per-
formers broke their fast observed for the
whole day all throughout the shraddha
rites. As mentioned before, they had not
eaten churmu.

Turban-tying Ceremony

These people avowedly believe that
a man cannot put on red turban unless
he has performed the ‘saraman’ and
‘nat’ rites. And, in case, if some one puts
on a red turban before performing these
rites, he would surely invite taunt and
censure, from friends and relatives, 1n
these terms : ‘. . . how can you put on
a red turban when you have not per-
formed shraddha rite of your father?”
Similarly, wearing gold-ornaments by
men is also forbidden. If a person has
started putting on red turban after per-
forming shraddha rite and thereafter some
death occurs, say of father or father’s
father, father’s brother or father’s bro-
ther’s wife, mother or father’s mother,
the person again gives up putting on
turban and gold ornaments till he per-
forms the shraddha of the deceased.
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Turban-tying ceremony, thus, forms
an important part of this event;
and because of this importance, brisk
preparations for this ceremony were
noticed from the early morning of the
final day of the event. During this
ceremony two types of turbans are tied,
red and white. General rule 1s that,
proximate in-laws of a shraddha per-
former, such as, father’s sister’s husband,
and daughter’s husband, tie red turban
and distant in-laws of these three cate-
gories tie white turban to the performer.
From the mother’s side of the performer,
his mother’s brother’s dauther’s husband
or mother’s sister’s husband tie him
red turban because a man performs
shriddha of this mother too alongwith
his father’s and therefore son-in-laws from
mother’s side also are entitled to tie red
turban (see genealogy chart). As with
the colour of the turban, there is also a
rule about the length of the turban. As the
shraddha is performed of the dead father
and forefathers, father’s sisters’ husband
ties a red turban of 5 yards length (1.e.
10 arms length) which is the largest in
length. It is reduced to 2§ yards (1.c.
5 arms length) in the case of red
turbans tied by sister’s husband and
daughter’s husband. Length of all the
white turbans is 2§ yards (l.e. 5 arms
length).

Subsequent to the above rules and
practices, red and white pieces of cloth
for the turbans were torn from the large
cloth-sheets which had been brought by
the relatives with them. Soon after the
lengthwise pieces for turbans were made,
a large piece of white cloth, called as
‘God’s carpet’, was spread out on the
ground. All those who were to tie
turbans placed two rupees ecach on
‘God’s carpet’, and the money thus
collected were to go as a contribution to
the collective fund meant for meeting
the common expenditure on this
event. The amount collected from the
carpet was, therefore, entrusted to the
organizing committee.

This was followed by turban-tying
ceremony at about 9-00 a.m. All those
who had performed the shraddha sat
in two or four rows and to them red and
white turbans were tied by the son-in-
laws as per the rules of kinship connec-
tions stated earlier. Here also a rule
was observed in rank or order of prece-
dence accorded to those who were to
tie turbans : father’s sister’s husband
came first and was followed by sister’s
hushand and daughter’s husband.
Shraddha performer, or say ‘ego’ in each
case, was given rupees two and } seer
of tobacco by each one who tied a turban,

either red or white. Those who tied red
turbans were instantly given a white
dhotee in return by the ‘ego’ and to
their wives he gave a sdaree each soon
after the ‘ash immersion’ ceremony rite
was performed necarly after a year of
this event.

During the turban-tying ceremony
males tied the turbansand females placed
‘chhogun’ or crest into these turbans.
These females included sisters, proximate
as well as distant in relationship. These
chhogin were of two types: few leaves
of mango tree formed one type, and this
was most common: second type, known
as ‘mor-kalgi’ or peacock crest, included
various kinds of purchased chhogan
prepared from coloured silver papers and
a reed. Few choggan of latter type
were also buckled on the chest. Children
also had sat along with the elders and
they too were tied small pieces of red
and white turbans by the males, and
females had placed chhogin into the
turbans.

As soon as the turban tying and crest
placing ceremony was over, all the per-
formers got up and, forming two queues,
walked in a procession around the pandal.
After completing the circuit of the pandal
all the performers embraced their relatives
and friends, greeted each other with the
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words ‘Rim-Rim’ and shared food of

‘dal-rotla’ with all. This marked the
close of the three day ceremony and all
left the place for their return journey.

Ash Immersion Ceremony

Ash immersion ceremony was per-
formed nearly after an year of this event.
Ashes which were collected from the
cremation ground on the second day
after the cremation of the dead, were
preserved in earthen pots for years to-
gether. On 24th March 1965, these
pots were carried by some close relatives
to Koteshwar Mahadev temple near
Ambaji from where ‘sacred’ river Saras-
wati originates, and also to places known
as Chetar and Vetar on the banks of
river Saraswati near Poshina in the adja-
cent Sabarkintha District. Ashes were
immersed into the ‘sacred waters’ of
river Saraswati at both these places
where the priests performed the rite
necessary for the occasion.

This ceremony had lasted for two
days. On the first day ‘churmu’ was
prepared for the feast to which partici-
pants had contributed in all I maund of
wheat, 3 seers of ghee and 12 seers of
gur. All the members of the party,
except the participants in the immersion
rites, dined at this feast; while the parti-
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cipants partook the loaves they had
brought from their homes. Only males
take part in the immersion rites and
therefore no females were there on
this occasion.

Next day morning the priests chanted
hymns from the sacred Hindu texts
and thereafter the pots containing the
ashes of the ancestors were immersed
into the water. Participants bathed
in the river and the wet clothes
were given as gift to the priests.
New clothes were put on and 1n
the final event priests were given
some gifts, in the form of cash and in
kind : rupee one to rupees five as cash,
and } seer of wheat, 1 seer ghee and }
seer gur in kind.

A little part of ‘churmu’ was carried
home and was distributed to all the
kindreds. To each one, father’s sister,
sister or daughter, who had placed
chhogan on the turbans, a cotton saree

was given as gift.

A Brief Rite of Shraddha

Instead of an elaborate one, a brief
rite of shraddha is also performed on the
fourth day after the cremation of the
dead. A Bhil mendicant presides over
this rite. This mendicant is a tribal who

has given up the worldly lures and lives
an austere life after coming into the
influence of a saintly person, usually a
non-tribal, from whom he has also learnt
few sacred rites of Hindus. This men-
dicant is said to speak out following
hymns while conducting this rite :

pahelo mas nirmal nir
bijo ,, jamin pir
trijo ,, babhutka gola
chotho ,, hadmanska lola

panch tatka
jotki chhaya

panchmo ,,
chhatho  ,,

satmo ,, dipak ka mela

athmo ,, nahin bhara, nahin
rita

navmo ,, nhav dvar jitya

sava hathko bharmo, sava hath anslo
yabdaha, trana angal sali, trano kamal
e gavantri kun padhe
brahma joshi padhe
garbha gavntri padhe
etla jap kai gavantri
la1 kari amrayar jai
vaganbheda gavantri padhe to
Ridhe Krishna Radhe Krishna.

These  mendciants are  called
‘kambadia’ sidhus and the above
hymns chanted by him reflect his
afiliation to the yoga cult which
forms the metaphysical content of the
Hindu sacred texts.

Conclusion

This event, as described at length
in all these pages, has much significance
in the overall social life of tribals. Shri
P. G. Shah, in his book ‘“Dublas of
Gujarat”, has aptly emphasised this
point when he writes: “‘Ancestor worship
among the Dublas takes a special evolu-
tion in the joint worship on the Parjan
day or Moto Dahado. It is a big day
because it involves high worship of ances-
tors not only of one family but of many
families connected by agnates. It has a
great social significance because it brings
together once in four or five years the
relatives of all families who have suffered
a loss of member by death, and it has
unusual feature of concentrating on
group-rite as against the rites offered to
individuals. This sense of group-rite and
joint-worship throws light on the social
solidarity of the tribal peoplein spite of
the vicissitudes of their being spread over
large areas broken by hills and rivers”.
This observation, made about Dublas.by
P. G. Shah, applies with greater force
to Bhil-Garasias because the latter live
in dispersed settlements cut across by

fields and hilly tracts, and their kindreds
also live at a distance far-flung from each
other, while the Dublas stay in villages
which are largely of nucleated type and
inhabited by other Hindu castes too.

Gleaning all the details of the group-
shraddha as delineated in the earlier
pages of this book, one point prominently
comes out : group living is a way of life
for tribals, it sustains and strengthens
the fabrics of their life which is quite
different from our way of life. This
distinct quality of their life becomes
manifest in their varied customs and on
many occasions of their festivities. There
is 2 danger of disturbing this basic quality
of their life when we, non-tribals, attempt
to evaluate their life. As observed earlier,
tribals who come under the influence of
non-tribals try to give up many good
qualities of their life. Is it not likely that
the increasing contact of tribals with the
non-tribals may break asunder or destroy
the group solidarity or collective way of
living of the former? It is alleged, by
not a few, that sociologists want the
tribals to be preserved as museum
specimens, and this, as the former fear,

would keep the tribals lagging far be-
hind. This is far from true. No true
sociologist would wish it to be so. What
he says is quite simple : Let us under-
stand the life pattern of tribals in its
totality. Any attempt to evaluate the
tribal life, merely by isolating one single
aspect from their total behaviour, and
that also through our glasses, would be a
serious folly on our part. Attempts have
been made to judge tribal way of group
life from the individualistic angle of our
life. This has obviously resulted in look-
ing down on the tribal mode of living,
thus causing much harm to the very
essence of their life. By so doing, instead
of benefiting we shall cause harm to them
—this 1s what sociologist warns us
against. He emphatically asserts that
for those tribals living in the forests or
hilly tracts, group life is as essential, as
individualistic life is for those living in
the plains and cities.

We share these feelings of sociolgists,
and admit that we have kept the same
objective in mind while depicting and
presenting this significant event of tribal
life through the following pages.
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1. Shriddha performers sitting in a session held for performing Shraddha
rites. Main objective of Shraddha is to send away roaming spirits of the dead to
the world of gods and thereby get free from their malevolent
familial members.
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1. Shraddha performers sitting in a session held for performing Shriaddha
rites. Main objective of Shraddha is to send away roaming spirits of the dead to
the world of gods and thereby get free from their malevolent sway over the
familial members.
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2. Leaders of the three villages-Sanali, Ruppara and Hathipagla-are holding a
meeting to fix up a day for the group Shriddha. The meeting chalks out
detailed programme of the event and decides who should be invited, what
arrangements should be made for the ritual and also for the communal feast,
which duties should be assigned to whom, and so on. Once the day 1s fixed for
the event, invitations are sent through a messenger.
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32-b. Relatives and friends from nearly 200 places arrive to participate in the
event; those from nearby places come on foot, while others from remote places

come on camels.

R il el s




. —— - T TR BT TR AR T TR ) L R R

j I:-
v

Y. G2 6uadl A4l als wiidrl i 8.

¥. FEH FATA GF aq9rel gl 8 |

4, Camel riding is really strenuous.
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5. Slowly and increasingly people swelling into a large sea of humanity.
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6. Time to make preparations for the feast.
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7. Youths engaged in making loaves out of wheat flour.
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8. Here the youths are busy pounding baked loaves with wooden shafts,
[t seems for this day males have relieved females of their usual tasks.
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9. Here also youths seem busy baking loaves on the stone slabs arranged
over the hearths.
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10. Mixed with chee and gur this pounded stuff comes to be known as

“churmu’’; and is stored in a corner of the pandal.

- o ™ e @ SR N el JU By o e W Sg——




99, 2l ot AUl GUl EwWIW AVAR 214,

2. EF §F Tl 9T I[GATS T@AAT@T OF SHG AfE |

11. A leader charged with the duty of supervising the arrangements.
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12. On the second day, shaving starts from the morning.
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13. All the shriddha performers awaiting the

ving,
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14 a-b. Before and after shaving.
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15. Beginning of shraddha rites; priests laying figurines for the dead
souls—figurines laid on white sheet of cloth are for male ancesotrs and on red

sheet are for female ancestors.
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16. The priest, known as “Pandya’, speaks out genealogies to the performers
who listen with rapt attention.
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i 17. It is indeed a pleasure to mect relatives and friends after a long interval,
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18. An occasion for many people to come together and renew relationships.
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19 An occasion of special festivity for women,
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20. Far from the crowd, boys enjoy in their own way.
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21 a-b. These two bo
boy is having a nap.

ys wonder at what happens around them, while this
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22 a-b. Two tribal belles fully decked with ornaments.
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23. Similarly an old man is also here, though alone, to participate in the
great occasion.
|
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94 a-b. While the offering rite goes on inside the pandal, outside men and
¢ of ties with

women wail loudly to express their grief ensuing from the breakin
the spirits of the ancestors. Some women are soothing other wailing women.
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25. A wailing sister rests her head on the chest of her brother and seeks con-
solation from him,
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A lonely woman who has no one to console her.
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27. Performers sitting in the pandal during the “sajjadan”
which a pair of dhoti, a brass tumbler, a brass plate
on a coat to be given away as a gift to the priest.

ceremony  for
and a pair of shoes are laid
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98. Priests are chanting hymns for
to the world of gods.
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release of roaming spirits of the dead
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29 a-b. Wailingis over and t!

‘¢ women enter the pandal to feed
souls.

the departed
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30. Serving water for the last time.
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31. Soon after the spirits of the dead are offered food
gucsts are served with “‘churmu” in a communal feast.

and water, all the
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32. Ah, Churmu tastes so nice !
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33a-b. Forthe second day feast, loaves prepared at home are brought and piled
the inpandal.
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34. Shraddha rites and grand feast are over on the second day, and on the third
day turban tying ceremony starts. Turbans are tied to the shraddha performers.
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35a-b. Women are affixing crests in the turbans.

Men with turbans and crests.
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36. Men with turbans on head greet each other.
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37. Shraddha

performers accepting greetings.
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38. A living head in the lineage who has so many turbans tied by son-in-laws.
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Women wailing in memory of the dead souls—fronticepiece.
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Wailing women—third cover page. .
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