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PREFACE

The Government of Gujarat, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment (Tribal
Development) vide its order number other -2003-20-GOI-23-ch dated 5-9-03, ordered to re-
move the-Koli, Vaghari and Paradhi tribes from the list of tribes. Out of these three tribes, the
Akhil Kutch Jogi (Paradhi) Caste's Association, Bhuj took a strong objection to this step of
Government's of removal of their casté from the list of tribals. They made a strong representa-
tion about this to all political representatives, Government officials, of all concerned Govern-
ment Departments as well as to the 'Schedule Area and Schedule Tribe Commission'. The
Government order was also opposed by several organisations of this tribe. Subsequent to all
this kind of movement, the Tribal Development Department of Government of Gujarm usked
its Tribal Development Commissioner to direct the Tribal Research and Training Institute,
Ahmedabad, to undertake social, economic and educational study of the 'PARADHIS' resid-
ing in Kutch District and to give a clear opinion on this matter forthwith. In pursuarnce of this
direction, a detailed research study of the Paradhis residing in Kutch District is undertaken by

the Institute.

In ti1is report, a detailed discussion has been made on social, economic, religious, cultural
and educational aspects of Paradhi tribe, after careful study of these aspects in the background
of their geographical region and historical perspective. An indepth study has also been
undertaken about the difficulties they have been facing even in present times. In order to make
a study about Paradhi tribe, our research team has undertaken visits to such villages where
there have been more population of Paradhi tribe as well as the villages in those talukas
comprising more number of Paradhi persons. Thus, the information has been collesied from
the community leaders of Paradhi tribe, the heads of their families, contacts with the familjes
ete. by making personal visits to the places like Anjur, Mundra, Mandvi, Bhuj, Abdasa and
Bhachau which are taluka places and the remote villages within these talukas as well. The
information was collected from the leaders of the tribe as well as the heads of the families of
Pardhis. The Pardhis have been residing throughout the district of kutch in more or less number,
but gcncr.ull y they reside at the places where they get casual labour; because their traditional
oceupations have been destroyed in more or less way. This is the reason why their population

is also found in cities as well, in more or less number.
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The Paradhi tribe in kutch region is known by different names in different areas. In
'Vagad' areas, for example, they are known as Bhil; in Anjar and Mundra areas, they are known
as Paradhis; in Bhuj and Nakhatrana areas, they are known as J ogi and in Abdasa and Matana
Madh areas, they are known as Jagariya. All these people, residin g in these different areas have
‘mutual social relationship and they introduce themselves as Bhil - Paradhi, Jagariya - Paradhi,
Jogi-Paradhi etc _The historical. social and cultural inter-relationship have been inter-vowen in

this report.

Besides, after Independence, both the Government and Harijan Sevak Sangh had made some
efforts of organising their caste - organisation to bri ng an awareness among them and to bring social
development among them during 1955, 1956 and 1957. the copies of the necessary documen-
tary information has also been collected. Besides, it was examined, if there is any kind of
difference in caste or community base. In order to examine this aspect thoroughly, our research
team have collected the certificates of castes, copy of the invitation cards for marriage
ceremony, details of some welfare and developmental works undertaken by the caste -
orgunisat_ions and such other matters. Thus this Study has been conducted considering the vari-
ous aspects that can contribute to the conclusions of the inquiry. Thus, this Research study has
been undertaken with a view to provide clear and specific conclusions and opinions to the

Government.

We ucknowledge with thanks the co-operation received from the leaders, the family
heuds and the caste-organisations of the Paradhi tribe in preaparing the report. We also take this
opportunity to express our sincere thanks to Dr. Chandrakantbhai Upadhyay, Director of the
Institute, and all the collegues of the Institute; because it could not have been possible to pre-
parc and present a report in such a limited time-span, but for their hearty co-operation. We

acknowledge our deepest thanks to all of them.

Jashvantsinh N. Rathod
‘Ravindra Pancholi



REGIONAL BACK-GROUND PEOPLE & AREA

Earlier, during Yadav era this region was known as Bhojkar and in the begining of
Christian era, the region was known as 'Anup Desh' or 'Anart Desh'. Kutch region is situated
on the eastern coast of Indian ocean, between Sindh and Kathiawzd between 22° - 46° North
longitude and 24° - 16° longitude and between 68°- 31%east latitude and 75° - 5 east latitude.
On its East, Notth and South East is the Desert of Kutch. On its South and South-West is

Indian Ocean and on its West and North-west is Arabian sea and 'Kori' branch of Sindhu river,

The East-West length of Kutch is about 275 kmts and its North-South Width is about 80
kmts. The desert area in Kutch is 9000 sq. miles and the remaing area is 6500 sq, miles. The
total area of kutch region is 15,500 sq. miles, which is largest in all the districts of Gujarat. The

everage density of population in kutch region is 102 persons in one square mile.

Literilly the word 'Kutch' means a land of water and mud. The word kutch also meansa
'tortoise'. The kutch, like tortoise has several times been drowned in the sea. As in Maharastra,
so in kutch also one finds the leir and rocks made from Lawa. Around such rocks are the soft
fertile soil, mud, sand, leirs of calcium and those of Gypsum (chirodi/Godanti). Whenever,
Kutch after many years of under-sea conditions, came out on earth, there grew deep forests,
and as many times it went under-sea, several leirs of earth, calcium, mud and sand covered
those deep forests. In course of several hundreds/thousands years, the deep forests, under great
pressure and heat, were turned into lignite. These leirs make us infer that at least 5 to 6 times,
the kutch must have gone under-sea. Now in 1947, India became Independent. Several royal
regions thought in their own interest to be a part of independent India. Kutch was also a royal
region, and without a word of hesitation, Kutch prefered to join the Indian Union; and was
given a status of 'C' grade state. When a great bilingual Bombay State was formed, it was
designated as a district of the State. Nevertheless, great efforts were made for its speedy

development.

The population of Kutch is heterogenous. At different points of time, different people

settled in Kutch. Therefore, there are hardly and people which can be said to be originally
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belonging to Kutch. per se. The famine and draught conditions in Kutch is responsible for

fluctuation in population of Kutch.
MONSOON AND CLIMATE :

In Kutch, the rains are very very low. It would be around 12" to 14" in ayear. Besides it
is irregular even in monsoon season. The rains are in form of showers because Kutch is located

in the extreme north and off the South-west rainy winds' way.

Nevertheless, the climate of kutch is very very pleasent. In summer, the temperature is
moderate. Evenings and Nights in Summer are very pleasent in Kutch. The highest tempera-
ture on a hot summer day is 39.8° celcius; and the lowest in a winter day-is 7.90° celcius. The

climate of kutch for the whole year is healthy.
POPULATION :

According to 2001 census, the tribal population of Gujarat State was 74,81,160, which
was 14.77 per cent of Gujarat's, total population. In Gujarat State, there are 25 different tribes
which have been habitating. They are mostly concentrated in easternbelt the districts are Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Valsad, Dangs, Panchmahal, Sabarkantha and Banaskantha, Of course, in
other districts too, the tribals do habitate in more or less number. In Gujarat, those tribes have
been habitating, the number of some of them is around 3 to 4 lakhs or even more; but some
tribes have very less population in Gujarat. As far as, Paradhis are concerned, their population

is around 30,000 to 40,000; which is about 0.54 pércent of total tribal population.
HABITATION :

Paradhis are found in many places of Gujarat State; but mainly they are concentrated in
the district of Kutch. This report also has been prepared focusing Paradhis of Kutch District.
The Paradhis have been habitating in 9 talukas of Kutch District; however, we donot have the
figures of tribals according to their tribes; and as such we have attempted to present the total

number of tribals in these nine talukas of Kutch District. (as per 2001 census)
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Sr. | Name of the Tot_al Population of Kutch Population of Tribals

NoJ Talukas Male | Female - Total Male | Female Total

1. | Lakhpat 25,996 24,124 | . 50,110 1,113 | 1,049 2,162

2. | Rapar 1,02,674 95,326 | 1,98,000 | 21,927 | 20,008 41,935
| 3. | Bhachau 76,566 71,325 | 147,891 | 14317 | 13,218 | 27535

4. | Anjar 82,583 77,709 | 1,60,272 5,241 4,782 10,023

5. Bhujl 1,77,232 1,67,781 | 3,45,013 7,666 | 7,067 14,933

6. | Nakhtrana 65,673 63,576 | 1,29,249 3,503 3,193 6,696

7. | Abdasa 49,740 | 47,768 __ 97,508 2,850 2,688 5,538

8. | Mandvi 85,813 | 84,760 | 1,70,573 4,593 4,377 8,970

9. | Gandhidham | 1,06,564 95,005 | 2,01,569 4,183 3,714 7,897

Total Kutch { 8,15,152 |7,68,073 |15,83,225 | 67,868 62,270 | 1,30,138

These figures are based on census 2001 district wise and taluka wise distribution of
tribals. Looking at these figures, it would be seen that the population of tribals of kutch district
is just 0.25 per cent of total population of Gujarat. But in the district of kutch, its tribal
population forms 8.21 per cent of total population of Kutch. This tribal population in Kutch is
a sum-total of three tribes habitating in kutch district, viz. Vaghari, Koli and Paradhi. In total

tribal population of the State, the population of Kutch tribal form 1.73 percent.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
HISTORY OF JOGI, PARADHI HABITATING IN KUTCH DISTRICT :

In the begining, let us refer to the meanings _bf the word 'Paradhi' as refered to earlier.

In "The Tribe of Kutch” it has been meationed about Paradhi thut "They were hunters.
The people of higher strata of socity considered it to be a crime; and as such they were desig-
nated as criminals (in Gujarati, the criminal means "Aparadhj"). From Aparadhi, in course of

time, it became 'Paradhi' that is "Paradhi’.

If we refer to a very rich Gujarati encyclopedia called "Bhagvat Go-Mandal" we find

following connotations given to the word.
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Paradh

Paradhi

1 (M)
2 (M)
3(F)

4 (F)

1 (M)

2(M)

3

4(F)
5(F)
6 (F)

Paradhi, A hunter
Hunting
A Prey

To make hunting

An act of hunting

(Pingal) It is a kind of rhythm of ‘Matra Mel' (Similar kind of words

following one another but in unequal quantity).

It is akind of Gahini Kundalini rhydhm which has 14 bi g and 130 small
‘Matras'. Totaling 144 varna and 158 Matra.

The most bright and shining star among crores of stars in the sky, appear-

ing in South directia at the end of Harini Nakhshatra.

The Stars have been divided into 7 divisions according their shining.

This one is first in the first division out of seven.

(Sanskrit) cover (one that covers) (M) One who uses a cover of tatti etc.

to catch hold of birds and offen a killer person, a hunter

(Prakrit) Paradhhia, Paraddh) One who collects sins, kills animals and
birds, a violent person, a person who kills, a hunter, a papaddhi i.e. one

who earns money from sinful acts or one whose wealth is sins only.

Oat/Aud

Paradhi - to fall - to listen by keeping oneself covered / hidden under

some covet/partition or to trade,
A surname of Harijan
Akiller / hunter

A person chrrying such surname

7(Spl) A person Chrrying such surname Paradhido/Hunter

ARl d At A vl ¥ siudl A (Raur)
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Paradhi 1(M) (Astronomy) at the end of Harini

A star which is most bright among carores of stars in the sley and has its
have as Paradhi. First star among first division; out of seven divisions of

starts as per their shining.
2(F) A tribe which hunts and catehes hold of the birds.
3 A kind of person with that.name
4(spl.) Belonging to that caste/tribe.

In a book on "Tribals of Gujarat”, it has been mentioned about 'Paradhi’ that Paradh
means 'to hunt'. Thus they, being hunter, were known as Paradhi. Indeed, their main occupa-
tion is hunting. Some of them are known as Fause Paradhi, because they used to hunt by giving
a fansa (catchhold) of rope to hunt. From Fansa, they were known as fanse. Some of them are
Haran (Deer) Paradhi, because they hunt Deer. Some of them are known as Advi Chincheri.e.

those moying in jungle. As such, they are found wandering in jungle.

It should also be made clear that in Kutch District, they are not known as Paradhi’, but as
'Paradhi'. They themselves like to be known as Paradhi. Such Paradhi references have been

available even since royal period of kutch.

Besides, in Kutch district also, in various regions, they are known at different natures. In
Vagad area, they are known as Bhil, in Anjar and Mundra, they are known as paradhi, in Bhuj
and Nakhtrana, they are known as Jogi. In Matana Madh area of Abdasa, they are known as
Jaghria. Ali these different people have a web of inter-relationship; and they are known as jogi
- Paradhi Bhil - Paradhi Jajaria - paradhi etc. It seems, basically, they must be of a Bhil commu-
nity tribe, but because of different occui:-)ations takenover by them, they have been known by

different name as per occupation or area of their habitation.
(1)  Dakala, One blowing Dakala, hence Jagaria

(2) Those engaged in worship etc. were known as Jogi. while engaged in Pooja (worship)
they use saffron cloth or sheffron turban, According to them, Dak can be played on by
any body; but they all cannot put on saffron turban. It is the priviledge of only the Jogi-

Paradhis or Jagaria - Bhils.
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(3)  The Bhils which are hunters are Paradhis.

They consider themselves to be the heirs of saint valmiki, who was also a Paradhi in his
early phase of life. In the sky, there have been several stars. There is a group of stars
which form the shape of a deer (Mru g). Besides this group, there is one star called Paradhi,

(a hunter). They believe that this star signifies their own glory.

The history of Paradhis or Bhils seems to origin from Jodhpur - Marwar. It is believed
that their ancestors have settled in Kutch some 2000 years back. Their Sucnames are
similar to those in Rajputs, such as Rathod, Chauhan, Sodha, Sangar, Parmar, Bhatti,
Jaga, Solanki etc. It is difficult to go into the indepth study of evolution of these sur-
names; because no adequate information is available. It seems, different people settled in
different parts of a place, and they might have adopted different shrunames as per occu-
pation, social status, nees for social protection or perhaps traditional professions. Thus
the surnames seem to have been changing in course of events. A lot of things seem to
have been mixed due to anlient social upsurge, customs and locai conditions for carrying

out the transactions in life.
LEGENDS ABOUT THEIR EVOLUTION :

The legends of evolution of all kinds of Paradhis residing in the district of Kutch - the
Jogi, Paradhi, Bhil, Jagaria etc. - are vowen around either their family Gods or family Godess

- Kuldev or Kuldevi.

In Marwar, there was a Paluji Thakor. He went to save the cows from the robbers. Tembaji
Bhil also accopanied him: who is supposed to be ancestor of Jogis. Those who are known as
Bhil in Marwar, are here in Kutch, known as Jogi, Paradhi, Bhil-Jagoria etc. they all worship
PabuDada and Godess Gatral. She was considered as sister by Pabudada, though not related

by blood-relations.
The past lives of pabudada have been described as under :

In good old days, when there was a total vaccume, there was no Sun, Moon, Water, wind
- anything - in those days Pabudada was having his life as 'Sheshnag' - the great cobra. In next
life, he evolved as Lakshman. In third life he became Pabudada and in his forth life he became

Makandada.,
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When in second life, he was Lakshman, Mandodari, wife of Ravan fell in his love and
asked to marry her. Lakshman said 'No', and said you will see Ravan dying. Mandodari still
insisted for marriage; then Lakshman said, T will not marry you; but I will sure mount over
you ! So in next birth, she became a Mare and Laxman evolved asa prince in the family of king
Dhandhalmal. His name was Pachanmal, residing in Koru Madh village of Marwar district, 33
kmts away from Ranuja - a well known religious place in Marwar. His mother's name was
Kamlavati Devi. He married to Fuluanti Devi; but from the marriage place only, he rushed to

save cows from the robbers and was killed.

Once when he went for hunting alongwith several Bhils. In the course of hunting, Pachan
was seperated from his Bhil companions. Then he saw a cave. He kept his Mare outside,
bound to a tree of Gugal and went inside a cave. There he saw one saint in meditation. Panchan
waited hear him. After a while, the saint awake from his meditation, saw Pachan sitting there,
and called him by his name; "On, Pachan, what brought you her ?" Pachan was greatly im-
pressed by an unknown saint, addressing him with his proper name. He made him Guru- Guru
gave him useful instructions; and then said that if he is his Guru, he must offer some Guru
Dakshina to him. Pachan offered him his only spear which he used for hunting. Guru immedi-
ately threw it in holy fire place. It burnt into astes; but the Guru, with his divine strength;
brought another spear from the holy fire place; and gave it to pachan, saying that this one spear

will bring you 999 similar spears. Taking this, he went to his court.

There he was supposed to fulfil his social obligation of 'Mamera' to his sister. His elder
brother offered a lot of things to the sister on this worthy occasion; but Pachan had nothing to
offer. However he said, he will give her 101 camels. But he was worried from where to bring
101 camels. His nights were sleepless. His friend and a body-guard Tembojee suggested to.get
101 camel, from the emperor of Sindh. In order to get 101 camels, he went to Sindh alongwith
7x20= 140 Jagaria - Jogis. On their way to Sindh, they came accross the Sindhu River. He put
his mare into the river; and the river gave way to all of them. They reached Sindh and requested
the emperor to give him 101 camels. The emperor refused. Then started a war between them.
The soldiers sent by the emperor could not face 7 x 20 = 140 Jagarias. The emperor was
impressed by such a strength of these Jagarias. He met them, and gladly offered 101 camels.
Thus collecting 101 camels, on way back to home, they stayed overnight in the town of prin-

cess Fulwanti. The prncess was worshiping fresh earthen pot and was even not seeing the face
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of a male. But slie saw Pabujee, offered herself as his wife; but Pabujee didnot wish to marry
Fulwanti. Fulwanti voluntered to die. So Pabujee agreed to marry her but delayed it for u year,
He sent his faithful friend Tembojee to all the countries and all the continent to invite every-
body to attend this great marriage ceremony. So much so, that the invitation was extended to
even 64 Joginis and 52 Virs, The matriage procession started; but the Cobra crossed across
their way. All of them returned disheartened; but only Pabujee and Tembojee went there. At the
time of marriage itself, Pabujee had to rush to collect the cows from the robbers. The cows
belonged'to Dewalbai, from whom the Pabujee had borrowed the Mare and he considered her
to be his sister. The cows could be brought back, but both Pabujee and Tembojce got killed in
the battle- since then, the Bhils, Jogis, Jagarias ete. all known as Paradhis worship Pabujee.
Wherever they have their little population, they construct the temples of Pabudada and God-
dess Gatral. Usually in a temple, Pabudada is shown in a battle riding on a mare and Tembojee

escorting him.
GATRAL GODDESS :

This Goddess Gatral is worshiped by all paradhis - Jogis. Some consider her to be thejr
family Goddess. Gatral is supposed to be a sister-like person of Pabudada. As such, there is no
idol of the Gatral Goddess but she is considered to be living in fish-shell. And as such, the shel]
is worshipped. They cover it with red clothes and install her in the temple and worship her on

various festive occasions. The sweet worship is offered to all the Gods and Goddesses.
A LEGERID ABOT THE CHILDREN GIVEN BY MOMAI MATA :

Momai Mata, in a form of an old lady went to a person's place who had no children. She
asked for food; but didnot consume it, as the family was without children. However, she gave
a blessings that they will have two sons and also said that, return them to me when they grow
up. They did get two children; but when Momai Mata, in the form of an old lady, went to
collect these two boys, the parents were rather unwilling to part with both the ho ys. They
argued that they have got only one child, but the Momai Mata in form of an old lady was not
convinced. She went away, saying that the children will goto their REAL mother. The children
returned from playing, They saw there, their REAL mother, and went along with them in a

forest.

At some places, these two children are known as Kabo and Bhairav. At some other
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places, they are known as Hariyo and Thariyo. One of them became a king and another has
became a servant to Matajee. He remained unmarried. The Bhuva Bhagat of Matajec remem-
ber this incident and cover it up in their worshiping songs/prayers. To go back to the story, the
Matajee took both the boys to a temple in a forest. She said that she will go for a deep sleep for
12 years; and she need not be disturbed inbetween except in emergency. She also gave them a
toy-drum saying that I can be called back from my deep sleep with a blow on this drum. The

drum was famous Shiv Damru taken from lord Shiv himself. Thus Matajee disappeared.

Aftér many years, there came a demon, whose cruelty was beyond tolerence. He made
all the Gods his prisoners; and bound them to his moustache. The whole world was dark in
absence of sun Moon etc. The children were atraid and they started blowing on the Dak {(Drum)
and got the Mata Momai wake up from her steep. Of course, Mata Momai destroyed the demon
in no time and efforts. It is then said that since this incident, Jogi - Paradhi came to have Dak

(drum) with thein and they came to be known as Paradhi - Jogi.

The Jogi - Jagaria donot blow on the drums as an occupation or profession. They blow
drum only to awaken the Goddess. They believe that the Matajee doesnot get awakened unless
she hears their drum-blow. If we again trace an old history, these Jogi - Jagarias blow drums at
the place known as Matano Madh in Kutch. Tt is so believed that unless these drums are blown,
the Goddess doesnot offer flower. Over the years, it so happened, that in auspicious Navratri
days, on Fhe eighth day, the Maharao of Kutch was standing against Matajee worshiping her
devotedly. The drum, as could be suggested by some people, was blown by person, other than
Jogi-Jagaria. Matajee didnot offer holy flower to Maharao. The J agaria was sleeping on a rock-
pick, on a bed covered with salt. The Maharao himself went to him, called him to the tempie
and on his blowing the drum, the holy flower was offered by Matajee. This story confirms the

traditional right of Jagaria to blow drum at the temple of Godess.

Shri Mangubha Chaudhan is a present manager of Matano Madh. He confirmed that in
holy Navratri of Aaso month, on the eighth day of holy offering (N aivedh) to Matujee, as well
as in both morning and evening Aarati, the drum is blown fraditionally by Jagaria only. They
are Jogi-Paradhi. They have settled here for nearly 400 to 500 years. In Navratri festival, the
Maharao of Kutch sits in various kind of worship and and the Jagaria blows on the drums, and
then only flower is released. Thus, their utmost significance vis-a-vis the Goddess could be

seen. As per information collected from them, while blowing a drum, they keep their face one
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way dounward and donot see straight eye-to-eye to Matajee. Even during Chamar procession,
they join blowing drum, but walk keeping their face on reverse side and blow the drum till the
procession reaches the temple. Then the Maharao of Kutch, after taking holy bath and wearing
new clothes, stand against Matajee on one foot, with a tone of request. Alongwith other musi-
cal instruments, drum is also played on and while playing on a drum, a J agarira speaks 20
strangas. Unless these 20 stranras are completed, the flower is not released by Matajee. These
stranzar include the discription of Matajee when she killed Mahisasur demon. Her fierce form
is shown here. Besides, the beauty and qualities of Matajee are also included in the stranr as,
These stranzas (Kadwas, as they are known) cannot be presented by anybody; nor are they
presented to any body except Matajee. They are presented during this occasion onl y. Only one

who blows drums, learn this and none else is entitled even to learn this.

Our research team could come across an old account document tracing back to shak
Smvant 1981-82 upto 6th bright day of Vaishak 1983. Here also, reference is found about
Jagaria-Jogi blowing the drums, and also the payment of one or two Kori made to them. This
book of account is still available with Mavjee Asaria Chauhan of Matano Madh. Thus they

have been performing as Jagaria to Matajee. All of them are basically Paradhis.

They also show their relationship with Lord Krishna, indicating an incident of an arrow
thrown at Lord Krishna when he was relaxing, considering from distance, his finger as an eye
of Deer. It was paining much to the Lord Krishna and he requested to bring out an arrow from
his foot. When it was forcefully brought out, pain started in his stomach. He said that my
stomach pain can be cured only if I get a flesh of heart from human, The Hunter went to the hut
nearby and requested for the flesh of their hearts from two devotees. They willingly gave it.
This was brought to Lord Krishna, who reacted very sharply to him, "You had your own heart,
why did you go to others to collect one ?" Telling this. Lord Krishna crushed him to become
Paradhi. Since then, they say, they are known as Paradhisc Ofcourse, b:)th devotees didnot

have any adverse effect with grace of Lord Krishna.

Thus, a series of legends are heard about this tribe. All said and done, they are people
usually residing in forest or out skirt of human habitation. They are basically hunters and there

have been several specialities found in them.
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STORY OF EVOLUTION OF BHOM JOGI :

In a story of Shiva, in Bhom Niti, the evolution of Bhom Jogi is shown. A drop came out
of Lord Shiva’s fore-head. It droped on the floor. It was very bright; so it is known as drop of
semen also. On contact with the land with this semen drop, a child was born. The same child is
Bhom Jogi. The child was taken care of by Mother Earth. Those who know this story of
evolution of Bhom Jogi, know too well that even for digging a land or even for urinating
directly on land, one has to speak some hymn. Thus Bhom Jogi has originated in this way.
These people also know themselves as Jogi or Paradhi. This may not be the story of evolution
of Jogi/Paradhi per se; but since, they are known as Jogi's too, the story is thus inter-related to

the evolution.

In a book 'Shivkatha Bhom Niti' this story of evolution is described. Its author is Rawal
Bhakt Ganeshdas Morardas. The publisher is Mahadev Ramchandra Jaguste. 1968 31d edi-

tion. (The Rawal- Jogi-Jagaria reference gives it a status of their religious book).
Paradhis according to Adults / Elders :

According to some elders from the village, Kuwai Paddhar, the Bhil-Paradhis have mi-
grated from Rajasthan some 2000 years back. This village is habitated for last 150-200 years.
Here, all these people are known as Bhils. In whole Vagad region, they are called Bhils only. In
Anjar and Mundra, they are known as i’aradhis. In Bhuj and Nakhatrana, they are known as

Jogi. In Abdasa and Matano Madh area, they are known as Jagaria.
. The drum beaters - Jagaria.
. The worshipers - Jogi.

Jogis put on saffron colour Turban on their head. Any one can blow a drum; but only
Jogis have priviledge to put on shaffron colour turban. The hunters are Bhil -Paradhis. But
basically, they all are PARADHIS.

In Meghpar (Borichi), the population is of 70 families. They all are known as Bhil-
Paradhi. There is a temple of Goddess Chamunda, which is as old as the village itself. Its
worshiper is Bhil Lakhu Bhura. Before Independence, the Bhil-Paradhis were found in Paki-
stan too. Their relatives were in Pakistan. Shri Naranbhai Valubhai was born in Pakistan. After
partition, there have been no relationship. Even to-day, Bhils enjoy special priviledge of Garas.

No installation of Matajee or Pabudada can be done, without their Drum blowing.
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According to their contention, when Kutch was under rule of kin g Meghraj, the
Brahmins demanded that the Paradhis should not be allowed to entre the holy temple of Mata
Ashapura. The king dismissed the Paradhi from the temple. The Paradhi went on the peak of a
rock and made a salt-bed and slept on it. During the festive occasion, the king was wershiping
Goddess Ashapura, standing on one leg but the Godess didnot release a flower. Brahmins
made all efforts but ih vain. The flower was not released by Godess. That is, the wu ship was
not accepted. The king sent somebody to call the Paradhi (Jagaria); but he refused tallin g that,
if his services are required, the king himself should come and make a request. King promised
him to give whatever he wished. Jagaria came there; blew the Drun and the flower was re-
leased forthwith. He belonged to Chauhan community from Kothara/Nalia. The king gave him

3 priviledges as under :

(1) The leader in their tribe will be known as Jogi (Paradhi) Patel.

(2) He was provided land for habitatiqn in Kothara.

(3 When he placed his hand on one Buffalow (Male-bull) it was also given to him.
Even to-day, the Jagaria of Godess Ashapura temple is Paradhi.

Shri Naranbhai Manubhai Jogi of Bhuj states that they have been settled here since the
royal period of Kutch. Earlier they used to stay in huts outside the city/village. Untonchnhility
was very promenent then. In hotels, they were served tea in cups kept seperalely for them.
They used to clean them before and after consumption of tea. The cups were kept seperate. He
states that their main occupation was to make Indhoni, brooms; cotton-strings, to hunt in forest;
to collect Gugal, gurﬁ, honey etc and to cut wood in the jungle. Against all these, they used to
get either money or good§. Their huts used to be outside the village. Once, the children of this
tribe were found jumping on the compound wall of the palace of king, the king, in order to
dispense with the nuisance provided land outside the town. At that time also, they were known
as Bhil-Paradhi.

We have heard story of Lord Bhartuhari and his seven lives. In one of the lives, the king
Bhartuhari and his wife were having a life of a parrot couple. His life ended by a pressure on

neck through a hunting devise. This devise of hunting of a parrot was deployed by this Paradhi Tribe.
PHYSICAL LIFE :

In Kutch District, one moves ahead from the town Rapar, in all the talukas one

finds the population of Paradhis in more or less nurnber. In cities and towns too, in the outskirt
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of the place, the area often known as stums/shanty town, or in villages, outside the border of
village, where other backward class people have been }esiding, we find the families of Paradhis
in such locations. They have settled in Kutch district for many many years. Nevertheless, their
place of living is outside the village or a town. Their houses are a mix of Kutcha-Pucca con-
struction with one or two room accomodation. Sometimes, they construct small hutment on
open land, such residence are known as Bhanga. If we try to have a reason for this, it is obvi-
ous. One, they donot own land of their own. they donot have any other property nor any steady
occupation. They seem to have led there life in casual labour work, traditional occupations
such as preparing of Indhoni, winhowing baskets (supada), ropes, collection of jungle wood &
selling it and blowing drums before Matajée on anspicious days ete. obviously, their earning is
very muc‘:_h limited, hardly to substist themselves. Therefore, they cannot afford to have com-
fortable houses. Very few of them own a house, which is a mix of kutcha-pucca construction.
Otherwise, most of them reside on a government waste land, having unofficial possession &

unofficial kutcha construction of a hutment. This is their story of physical development.
CONSTRUCTION OF A MOHALLA :

During our ﬁéld work, our research team had several opportunities to visit to the Mohallas
of Paradhi families both in cities and villages. It could be seen that their habitation w ... againly
in outside locations or on waste land, Nevertheless, because of years of habitution, they have
been prdvided basic facilities like water and light connection. But, this is not true for all loca-
tions. In some places, no such facilities are provided to them. In Anjar, theie are two areas or
locations where the Paradhis reside alongwith Muslims, Harijans, Vagharis etc. They stay in
one room premises. Since they (in Anjar) have been working on Dam site where plenty of
wood is available; they‘have used the wooden boards in construction of their houses. The land
on which they have been staying is on lease and as such they stay here as holder of Bhada-
Patta. The area is so dense, that it is difficult to make a movement inside the area. Some of them
are provided with the light facilities but others do not have it. Besides, there is a group of people
residing beyond the rail-line in Anjar. The area is known as Mafat-Para. the residents are hay-
ing very liitle of even the primary facilities. No primary facility is provided. The drain is open
and therefore injurious to health. the health-hazard is almost a permanent problem Similar
conditions previal in Bhuj. Paradhis settled wherever they could get a piece of Jand and the

poor, ill-equipped, hutments still exist. S(jm_e have installed a tent, some have just arranged the
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material in haphazard way - some bricks, stones etc. In each of the Mohalla, along with Paradhis,
we find several families of Muslim, Vaghari, Harijans, etc. residing in the same Mohalla.
Nevertheless, the Paradhis have been staying with all other communities in close co-operation

and friendly manner.

In some other towns, there have been houses in raw-houses/chawl shape, all constructed
in a single raw with an earthen or stone wall, spacious room-place, with an open terrace in the
front and indiginous tiles on the roof, Comparitively, the Paradhi - houses in Nakhatrana and
Mandvi town are better but nevertheless there too, the density or over-arounding and lack of
facilities are the issues present. One finds a file of dirty waste and open drain. Hev v, their

neighbours in the Mohalla are Muslim, Harijan, Vaghari etc.

In villages also they habitate outside the village. On some waste land/government land /
open land. Their houses are mix of kutcha - pucca construction. Their Mohalla being seperate
from the village main-stream, people know them as Mohalla of Jogi (Jogivas) Mohalla of Paradhi
(Pal'adhi\fa_s) Jagaria was etc. During the field visit by our research team, we came across two
types of their houses. During January ‘01, there was a heavy earthquake particularly in
Kutch.Some of the Paradhis had lost their houses. the new houses were constructed by some
Non Government Organisations. There houses are 8' x 12' room. But, even after 3 years of
carthquake. some of the houses were incoupletely constructed.Some houses were subsidised
by Government; but in these cases too, sometimes one installment of assistance is provided and
the remaining installments are yet pending. In some cases, Paradhis were found yetresiding in
either a tent or a severely damaged house. Among all these, we do have the indegenous con-
struction o kutchee style kuba (hutment) or the entire Mohalla having the houses with grass
roof and earthen walls. Thus, the areas not affected by earthquake the life is at standstill as it
was; and we find no novelty in living. Thus, we had to greet the families engaged in casual

labour as well as handicraft work.
HOUSEHOLD KIT :

The main occupation of Jogi-Paradhi being casual labour, al] their earnings are obviously
spent on their food only. Naturally, therefore, the household kit with these families is just
minimum. Of course, those who reside in towns and cities (and earn comparitively more than

their counterpart in villages) have stainless steel utensils, Aluminium. utensils, steel vessels
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(pots) to store water, earthen pots etc. Of course, the articles are just adequate for family use.
Besides, sometimes, in the cities, the families possess the articles of entertainment, but this is
very rare. (T.V. Radio, Tape Recorder etc.). During field work visit, it was also learnt that those
affected by earthquake had many more household kit as compared to others; because the post
- earthquake assistance provided by Government or NGOs reached these families also. On the
contrary, the Paradhi families in villages are deprived of the basic minimum requinv i nts for
the family. During our field work visit to villages. We had to plan our meetings with these
families either in temple premises or under a tree, because, at home, they had nothing to offer to
sit on - chair, table, cot anything. Even tea was not served save in one village. The household
kit include a couple of essential utensils. They will cook their food either in a corner of a room,
or in an open Varanda outside it. The kit include a Tavadi, couple of Aluminium Tapeli, one or
two stainless steel Thali, one box to keep the clothes etc. Thus, their possessions are very poor.
The earning being very less, they have to earn, if they want to eat. Otherwise, they will have to

sleep hungry.

In Kuwai Paddhar village, there are 35 families - all Paradhi. They call thereselves as
Bhil Paradhi. They all have been provided with houses by an organisation, but there is no
margin of land around the house. They have also great dissatisfaction about the slope of water
disposal. The rain waters, instead of moving out in open, rushes to inside-house; and keeps no
place dry even to stand or sit. It is a great problem as to how such a house can accomodate the
joint family ? When the women are inside, the male members sit outside; and vice versa, They
donot relish such one-room accomodation; but they have no choice or voice. They cannot
refuse it. there is a hand pump to fetch drinking water; but the school teacher Atulbhai Yogi
reports that the water is not pottable. The housing colony being new, the water and electricity
facilities are provided; but there is no any other facility available. Yes, there is a Primary School

providing._ education from std. I to VII; and totally 26 children have been admitted therein.

There is one teacher. The new school building after earthquake is well constructed with a

number of in-built facilities. A pre-primary Balwadi is conducted by Yusuf Mehar Ali trust.
Nevertheless, if we exclude land and buildings, there has not been a total property worth Rs.
50,000. This reveals theie house hold kit. Each family has a cot with either a Navar Tape or
Coir-string. They put a mat or a matress on that. They prepare a thorn-fencing with a view to
protect the animals and other property. The geographical area of the Kutch is verv vu-{. The
density of populatibn is rather low. Therefore there are chacles for in coming of poisonous

animal, mad dog, fox etc. The thorn fening saves from such in-coming of uninvited guests.
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DRESS :

Pardhi- Jogis donot have any specific dress code. They put on colourful kutchi dress.
Males put on trousar and a shirt. the young boys put on Pant-shirt. Some elder, like other
kutchees, put on Chorni also. On their head, they put on the piece of cloth; but the young

generation, as their counterpart throughout the region, keep their head uncovered.

The women put on petti-coat (chaniya), Blouse and a Saree, All clothes are colourful.
The elderly women put on a Choli with a string on back, and reaching as low as the waist.
Some times it has an embroidary too. They, like any other women, are fond of ornaments; but
due to their poverty, they cannot afford that fuxury. As an exception, some rather well Jo-do
woman from among them, has a pair of round-shaped ankiet. They are hollow from within and
therefore look larger from outside., Young kids put on half-pant and a Bush-shirt Youngstar girfs

put on Frok or dress.

We saw earlier that the women are fond of ornaments; but cannot afford to buy. There-
fore, usually, they have a plastic bangle on their arm, an artificial necklace in the neck and
simple cheap silver ornaments in their legs. But here too, this is not a common phenomenon.
Often we find that the women are fond of tatooing on their limbs - usually on face, leg, arm etc.

The only thing as a luxury found in men is a watch.
FOOD :

Paradhis are both vegetarian and non-vegetarian; but to buy the meat s beyond their
reach. Therefore, most of the families are vegetarian. A loaf from millet and Dal is their usual
food-dish. In the evening meals, they consume khichadi, chatni or vegetables, On suitn 1cstival
occasions only, they bring sweets from outside. Those who can afford on such days, prepare
Lavsi. In their offerings to God, they offer sweet pooja i.e. the offerings contain at least one
item of sweet to be offered to God. In marriage feast, according to one's capacity, they prepare

Bundi, rice and Dal or Shiro, rice and dal.
DRINK ;

One most significant matter which could be noticed about Paradhi is that, even though
they are officially recognised Jagaria of the Goddess, they donot have an addiction of wine/
liquor. They donot/cannot go to attend a social function if they have consumed wine/liquor.
This is a positive aspect in them. However they do sonsume tea or bidi: but not as a matter of

routine addiction.
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One more thing noticed among Paradhis is that they donot keep Paultry. Yes, they may
keep a goat, camel, donkey but not chicken. They could not explain the rationaile behind it, but

they say it is their tradition which they cherish. They donot give chicken in offerings too.
ECONOMIC LIFE AND ECONOMIC SYSTEM :

In these days, economic system has become a parameter for Development. In ancient
Indian society, the economic society was never given so much significance and it was not 2
criteria for progress. But to-day, economic system and economic progress are considered to be
equivalent to Development. The ancient economic system was based on agriculture, but tn-day
agriculture has obtained a secondary status and other occupations have become more impor-
tant. This has been considered as a phase of development or part that of; and several criteria are
drawn for development of the individuals, groups etc. in the society. There have been several
tribes who have been divided according to their occupations; inspite of the fact that they may or
may not be following this occupation at this point of time; but the name of the occupation is
always associated with them; and they are recognised as a tribe doing that occupation. With this
background of the name of the tribe, we switch over to Paradhis. Paradhis have been habitating
in practically villages of all the talukas and all the districts. They are known as Paradhis, and as
we saw earlier Paradhi also signify those who have been engaged in hunting in the forests. It is
seen that these Paradhis have been put in very precarious position. They have almost lost their
traditional occupations. They have not generally taken up new occupations; nor have acquired
necessary environment for it. Even when they need to join new occupations of necessity; they
Jack adequate social status and therefore they may not expect major assistance from (e present
social order. They have hardly any chance to take up some specific major occupation, Then,
they have the only choice to opt for a kind of casual labour work in any of the fields and that
makes them to work with more than one vocations. But their major occupation, if any, can be
called to be casual Labour work. Thus, they are associated with number of works in capacity of
labourers. Very few people have got land for agriculture; but even such land is not fertile and
the farmi'ng being solely dependent on monsoon, no much of crops can be availed, These
lands, whosoever is having, is not received by them from their ancestors; but the same was
alloted to them by the Government as per its scheme to provide land to landless labourers;
alloted to them by Land Office. Thus the land occupied by them is not acquired from ancestors

but from Government.
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If we look at the occupations followed by Jogi-Paradhi both in towns and villages, most

of the occupations/works are labour-based.

The Jogis/Paradhis did have their traditional occupations and théy used to maintain them-
selves from it. But these traditional occupations have become out of date and obsolete. Never-
theless, in villages, these traditional occupations have some place; because the itei pnuduced
by them had some demand over there. Therefore, some of the Paradhi families follow such

occupations. These occupations are :

(1) Rope and string making (2) Supada (Winnoving Basket) making
(3) Broom making (4) Indhoni making .

(5) Jagaria's job (6) Blowing the Drums

(7) Hunting (8) Wood-cutting

These could be said to be their traditional work. But these works cannot stand the test of
the time. Besides, there too, they have to work hard and earn limited. As such, these traditional
works are gradually sinking. However, those who donot have any other éxpertise, who cannot
go to work in any other field, who have become old and donot go to work elsewherc may
follow these traditional occupation. On copletion of a work, they also visit the urban place for

selling their own products. They get just enough for substistence.
Here is a list of occupations wherein these people have been associated :

(1) Camel/Donkey cart

(2) To break the stones in mines

3 Ma‘sonary Labour

{4)  Collection of subsidiary Jungle products from the jungle
(5) Labour contract

(6) Date - Farm

(7)  Agriculture labour

(8)  Salt- Farming

(9) Work in Saw Mill

(10) Labour work in Kandala airport
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(11) Labourin Farin
{12) Labour in Hotel/shop
(13) Hand Can
(14) Work in the Brick Furnace
(15) Job (KPT)
(16) Retail Sale of Vegetables
(17) Farming
(18) Job/Employment
(19) Rikshaw hiring
(20) Gypstoun (Kadva)
21) Graizing of animals
(22) Sale of Fire wood
(23) Driver/Cleaner
(24) Begging (by old, infirm persons)

Thus these people have been associated with such number of occupations, but in any of
their occupations there is hardly any certain permanent income or permanernicy of occupations.
Only a few families had such reliable source of income. In Anjar, e.g., some of the families
have been having a job at Kandala Port Trust, whereas in other towns like Mandavi, some 4-5
families were found in occupation of self employment like photography, tiles - cleaning, flower
wending, collection of herbal medicines & trading thatof. Besides such exceptional cases, by
and large, the Paradhi families have not been associated with any steady occupation. This can
indicate what kind of economic conditions these families are having, Even agricultural income
is not found in any case except in the village of Vadola; where some of the farmers of that
village have small pieces of land and they cultivate it and make some agriculture produce. In no
other 'village, habitated by Paradhis, there is any land or irrigation facility with anv nf the
Paradhi families. Paradhi families, less never the follow miscelleneous occupations, and it is
worthwhile to have a little introduction to those occupations in order to understand their

way of life.
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Agriculture :

Paradhis are migratory tribe. Therefore they donot have any land inherited from their fore
fathers. Therefore, they are not agriculturists. The Government had a scheme to provide
land to the landless labourers, if they want to start agriculture as an occupation. But, such
land was provided only to those who made an application for it. But basically these
people are both ignorant and illiterate. Therefore, they didnot make any such applications
to the authorities; and therefore they did not get land provided by Government. There-
fore, as such, among Paradhis, there are hardly any families who can claim to have any
land of their own. Now, those, very few families who could get land from Government,
have the land which is less fertile, having salt/minerals, or rocky and without irrigation
facilities and therefore solely dependent on monsoon. The Paradhi families donot have
both the ideas and resources to make any improvements on such land, and therefore the
land doesnot provide adequate returns from it. Only one Paradhi family in Vadala had
perhaps adequate and appropriate land alongwith other agricultural equipments. No where
else, either land or ox were found with any of the Paradhi families. This indicates that
agriculture is not a traditional occupation for Paradhis. Besides, in Kutch District, rains
are less and irregular, and therefore the agricultural crops cannot be taken. The main

crops are Jawar and Millet.
Keeping the Farms of Mangoes & Dates :

In rural areas of Mandvi, Mundra and Anjar, mostly the land is owned by the Darbars or
Patidars. The Paradhis go to work as labourers on that land. On such farms, the Paradhis
work in two different ways : (1) On monthly basis & (2) On lump sum basis taking the
whole farm contain;'hg various fruit trees during the season of crop; In first case, the land
lord pays monthly labour charges as decided at stipulated raotes. The amount ranges
from Rs. 1000 to Rs. 1500 p.m. But in this case, the entire production/crop is owned by
the owner, but in second system, the entire farm, alongwith the crops on trees is given to
Paradhis for which a lumpsum amount is fixed. As per their economic/financial condi-
tions, the amount fixed on lumpsum basis ranges from Rs. 2000 to 5000. In this pattern,
the entire crop goes to the hirer of the farm. But in this pattern too, often it so happens that
the production of dates in the entire region is so high that the prices go down and the hirer

of the farm doesnot get adequate returns. As per statement of one family, there are
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occasions when the dates are sold in the market at the rate of Rs. 10 per maund. (In kutch,
one maund means 40 kgs). Besides, the crop of dates need a lot of attendent. They have
to remove the thrones, make falinikaran, {pro-creation} cover the bunch of dates to save

it from hot sun etc. This is a kind of work which needs a lot of efforts.

To make ropes and strings :

Some Paradhi families keep themselves engaged in making of ropes and stringes. Such
items can be prepared from the skin of date trees. They remove the skin from the trunks
of date-trees and it is made soft keeping in water for nearly a day. After day-long water-

ing treatment, the threads are stratched from it and vowen into ropes and stringes.
To make Winnowing Baskets (supada)

The Winnowing Baskets (Supadas) are prepared from the bamboo strips. The Bamboos
are purchased from the market; they are cut into pieces of about 3-4 feet; and then the
strips are drawn from them with the help of the knives. They are softened by keeping
them in water and from them the supadas (winnowing baskets) are prepared; from a.
single normal size bamboo stick, nearly 4 to 5 such baskets (supadas) can be made. The

price of this is quoted at Rs. 5 to 10 per piece.
Broom Making :

Usually this is done by women. They prepare brooms during their leisure hours sitting at
home. This is done from the leaves of palm tree. The brooms are made from fresh new
leaves (pila) of the Palm tree. Each piece is valued at Rs. 5/- but sometimes even at the
half of this price, it is sold in market. The leaves of palmtree for broom-making are avail-
able at Rs. 25/- per 20 kgs. From 20 kgs of leaves of palm tree, 25 to 30 brooms can be

made.
Indhoni Making :

Indhoni is a small tiny instrument to balance the pot on the head. It is widely used in
villages where the water is to be head-loaded from a distant place. The Indhomis are
prepared by Paradhi women. It is prepared from a special kind of grass called Dabh.
Such grass grows on the shore of water-streams or pondsftanks. The Indhoni can be

decoratively made from colourful pieces of clothes; or from simple ones. A pair of Indhoni

is sold at Rs. 5/- to 6/-.
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(7) Making of big baskets (Sundala/Tokras) and Jhakla (partition cover) for a cart :

Both these items are prepared from the Bamboos. The Tokra/Sundala which are very
large size baskets to carry head-load of various items. For this, the small size strips of
Bamboos 1re made with the help of knief. One normal size Bamboo is enou gh to make 2

to 3 such Sundalas, and their usual cost is Rs. 5 to 10 per piece.

The Jhaklais a special variety used ina bullockcart, as a wall partition to save the items
fall out of cart. It provides protection to all contents in the cart. But these days, they have
become obsolete; because tractros/trailers have replaced the use of bullock-carts.
Neverthless, the Jhaklas can also be used as weather shed from rain waters in monsoon;

because it is a kind of mat and can be made in any flexible size as per requirements.
Performance as Jogi-Jagaria :

Some Paradhi persons also work as Jogi Jagarias. This is their privileged function given
to them as their family right. Earlier, they had a jurisdiction over several villages, where they
used 1o go to beat drum/trhmpets and the fixed amount of money was paid to them against this
work. In course of time, this fixed amount has been replaced by the bargain amount, which is

perhaps better deal than earlier system.

These Jogi-Jagarias are basically persons who play on drums before Matajee on auspi-
cious festive occasions. The Rabari community (shephards) and Darbars also have special
rituals to be performed before Matajee also call I agarias/Jogis on such ritual performance. Tra-
ditionally the Paradhis (Jogi-Jagarias) enjoy the privilege of blowing the drum both in the
morning and in the evening at the time of Aarati. Similarly, they blow the drum in both Wavratri
days of Chaitra and Aaso month. Here, they are engaged on regular salary basis; and get monthly
remuneration for their performance. According to them, only Jogis have privilege to put on
shaffron cloth or turban on the head while blowing the drums. It is their contention that no other
Paradhis except Jogi/Jagaria can put on shaffron cloth on the head. Therefore, the Jogi/Jagarias
performing drum/blowing during the ceremony before Matajee do so with the shaffron cloth

on their head.

Earlier, the Paradhis used to beat drums during marriage ceremonies/social functions in

the villages and they used to earn remmueration against this function. But, in any case, this
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occupation cannot bring them any economic progress in their lives. The only benefit of this
occupation is that, since they attend the social functions like marriages to their specific custom-
ers, it creates in long run a patronage, which in emergency situation can be useful in getting

financial assistance.
Collection of subsidiary forest products :

As such, there are no big forests; but there are some small jungles and dense woods.
Some Jogi/Paradhi families collect the subsidiary jungle products from them. Such products
include various kinds of gums, honey, Gugal, firewood etc. They cut or collect fire wood and
sell them: Some of them also go for hunting in the jungles. Some Paradhi families were found
collecting herbal medicines from the jungle; including MindhiAaval, Mindhi Aval is produced
on open land or farms in quite a large quantity. Each quantum of 40 kgs. (a kutchi mond)
fetches upto Rs. 500/-. But if he leaves are blackened, the price can be as reduced as Rs, 200/
- per 40 kgs. The Aval leaves are plucked very carefully, kept in hot sun to dry the leaves and
then packed into jute bags. Some other families collect fire wood of junglee Babul trees or
other trees and sell in open market. Some other families also manufacture coal from the wood
of jungle. Thus the Paradhi people have close association with jungle in more than one way.
One thing is very note-worthy. Unlike many other people, these people donot violate any of the
jungle rules and confirm to all laws relating to forest. They also donot make any encroachment
on jungle cite. They proudly mention that they donot have any criminal trait in their behaviour.

There is no police case against this tribe. Thus, these people believe in simple moral way of life.
Empiloyment :

There are very few persons in Paradhi families who are employed. Mostly those who are
found employed were in private Job. The govt. jobs have been restrited to jobs of persons; orin
Kandla Port Trust as class IV employees. The main reason is lack of education among them.
Besides, these families having mainly labour based occupation, they also get their children
employed immediately when they grow up; so that there is some intrease in family income.
During our field visit, we had come across some persons who were employed. Some of them
were working in Kandala Port Trust, some youth in Primary Health Centres, one person as a
lineman in Gujarat Electricity Board. They mentioned in the discussion that since there are

very few persons who have been educated upto std. XII, obviously the employment



24

opportunities are rare. Thus lack of education is one of the main reasons for less number of

people in employment.

Some other people were also found working in hotels, shops or as driver, cleaner etc. For

them, the income is less and uncertain depending upon quantum of work performed.

Labour :

For Paradhis, it could be said that labour is the main occupation. We have earlier men-
tioned the type of labour work and fields of labour available to them. To recapitalate, they are
agriculturaj labour, masonary work, stone - breaking, working on salt-farms and some other
casual labour. In all such areas of work, they get around Rs. 60/- to Rs. 80/- per day as per
prescribed rates. But here also, they face a different kind of problem. There is always a compe-
tition between the migratory labour from other areas and themselves. The migratory labour
force offer themselves at lower rate of work charge and as such these persons are at a loss.
Either théy also get lower rates or they donot get work. This competition is mainly in the arca
of agricultural labour; where the migratory labour force offer their labour at as low as 1/5" of
the prescribed rates. 'Obviously, the local labourer are outst by them. (explanation : The 1/5%
rate means, when the labourer works on a farm for the whole year, at the end of the year, the

labour gets 1/5th of the total produce and 4/5th is retained by the owner himself).
Camel Cart :

Some of the Paradhi families keep a camel and a cart.. The camel carts are used for
transpotation of goods from city to village and from villa ge toacity. The rates for the transpor-
tation of goods is usually on a cart-load; but often they may also charge per turn. Nevertheless,
not many families have taken this as an occupation. One Bhil person of Bhachau town, who is
socially related to Paradhis, also keep a Donkey cart. The Donkey cart is used to transport
bricks, earth etc. According to him Bhil tribe of Vagad region in kutch district also keep only

donkeys to be used to transport goods, on the back of a donkey.
Begging :

It some members of the family are destitute, if they are aged. if they are widow/widowed,
if the children donot take care of their old perents; the only means to survive for there is beg-

ging. Usually they beg at public places like Bus Station; Ratlway Station, Temple etc. Some of
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them donot move out to beg, wander home to-home and beg for food - vegetables and chapati.
Some of them also beg for the food items not consumed by the family. Earlier it was also a
pratice to'offer Indhoni, Brooms, Supada etc and were requesting for food items / clothes. The
begging in them is not escapism from work but poverty, lack of income, invalid body or

destitution.
Division of Labour :

Each individual in a society has a status. the duties, generally, are to be perforied as per
one's status. As a matter of tradition. Males in the family have their major share in economic
life. Gradually, one find changes in the pattern due to time and circumstences women also
come forward to contribute to the family income. In tribal and other backward areas, usually
not only women but children too help the family; directly or indirectly. In short, each member

of the family becomes a pertner in whatever work they have been doing directly or indirectly.

Division of Labour among the members of Paradhi Tribe :

Women :

Paradhi women are not from among those who sit Just idle, doing only household work. They
are those, who work hand in hand with their men-folk. Besides, these outside work with men-
counterpart, they have also to work at none-cleanlines, of house, fetchin g water, cooling the food,
rearing the children and what not. All these functions are performed by women only. Besides, Paradhi
women also prepare household crafts or provide assistance in such tasks, weaving, embroidary etc.
is also done by women. Over and above, they go for albour work or extend helpin i liand in
agriculture work etc. is entrusted to women. Thus, women have multifarious duties and func-

tions both outside and inside the family.
Children :

The older children look after the younger kids in the family. Those children who can
work outside, take up work including labour work also, The number of children attending
school and acquiring literacy are very few. The reasons are obtious. When the parents more out
for any any labour work, they many a times take children alongwith them; or they assign the
small young kids to the older children to be looked after and to look after small tasks in the

family. Besides, some young children happen to g0 to graze the animal or sheep-goats in outskirt
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area of the village on wasteland. Those who are not engaged in any of such activities would
stay have, would wonder or play around. One cannot see any awareness among the parents
about the need for education for their children. Parents have yet not realised that education is
essential for their children e.g. There is a village Kuwai Paddhar wherein there are 35 Paradhi
families. There is a school for std I to VII: but the total humber of students in the school for all
standards, I to V11 are 26. There is no adult Paradhi male or famale who is educated/literate.
Of course, gradually we see, young Paradhi children attending the school. But the process is

very moderate and very very slow.

In a village Hatadi, there are 13 Paradhi families. They stay in houses which are mix of
Kutcha and Pucca construction. Their main occupations are labour work in Gypsum mines,
masonary work, agriculture labour, renting of canel cart etc. Some houses for these familizs are
constructed under Indira Awas Yojana (IAY). The main pbpulation of the village is that of
Darbar/Rajhput; and there is an atmosphere of tyrany. The Paradhi families are staying outside
village. Some of the Paradhi children were admitted to the school; but they are driven away
from there under the excuse that they play mischief in the class. One of the children was also
beaten so severely that his hand was broken; but it is difficult to launch a complain, It was
argued that the hand must have been broken in mischief conducted by the boy. There has also
been a example where in a child was not admitted to the school, though he had a birth certifi-
cate required for such admission in the school. It can only be said that Paradhi families, here,
are deprived of the basic human rights. Whereas other families have water-tap at their door-
steps, Paradhis are supposed to bring water from far away place. Even when the taps of water
were installed, they have been removed by others under the excuse that you make a waste

of water.
Income-expenditure - Savings - Debts :

Looking into economic aspects of Paradhi families, One important feature is that they
donot have any fixed certain specific occupation. With the consequence, there is no fixed and
specific source of income. The education level being very low, the families having any kind of
employment are very very few. If there is some person having a job, there would be such a big
family to be looked after that the benefits of the employment would be nullified. And of course,
labour work or persuing their traditional occupations are their genuine weakness. Because,

when there is no other source of income, they have to do something small too, to maintain the
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tamily. Besides, their traditional occupations are out of date (obsolete) to-day; because they
donot deploy any innovation or technology. They have to work hard in order to meet both ends
meet. When they are worried about the maintenance per se, what to talk about savings ? Where
do they mauke savings from ? Some people explained the reality that often they donot get square
meals even for a couple of days. They fill their balley by water and air ! The only income from
the labour is to be deployed for their basic need of food. Yes, they have not been able to meet
their basic needs viz. food, cloth and shelter. If these basic needs are not met; ene cannot think
of savings. On the contracy, they have to incur the debt; and that too is difficult to incur. The
money lender would not lend unless he is convinced of his capacity to repay. Therefore the
Paradhis usually avoid to go for incuring debt. One of the source of income for these families
viz. Salt farms have also been closed down after earthquake. Conseqvently, they cannot get
advance from them. They have to find out whatever is available. The agriculture is purely
based on sky (rains), rains are uncertain, the equipments for agriculture are lacking. Due to all
these factors the production is sure to suffer. This is the reason why the Paradhi tribe has
remained away from keeping the animals; because both the land and grass are burning issues.
When the humans also donot get two square meals a day, where to feed the animals from 2 The
Paradhis explained that they have been able to get some relief from the Non-Government
organisations as was received by others; but what they obtained from NGOs during earth-
quake relief was food in the relief camp. Some medicines and other treatment and some
household kits but again those people who were residing on waste land or land of enchrochment

didnot get any such assistance and therefore the dis-satisfaction previals among then,.

It is evidently clear that both the income and expenditure are less and uncertain and
therefore there is hardly any savings in Paradhi families. Navertheless, those Paradhi families
and those having some employment and occupations donot find much difficulties in maintain-
ing the families. Their houses are also comparitively better and well-planned. Here too, two
historical events have affected their lives - one, the destructive cyclone in Kandla Port and
around; and two-an earthquake of 2001 J anuary. Earlier they were residing in small and kutcha
a buildings only, though they were living in cities. Both after the cyclone as well as after the
carthquake, they got some assistance in form of pucca well-built houses as a relief measure:
therefore their houses were better than those of their counter part Paradhi families in villages.

Anjar town is of course an exception. The Paradhi families here in Anjar didnot benefit from
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any of the schemes. One of the reasons is that, in Anjar, the Paradhi families were Staying either
in Mafatpara or on the land on lease: and therefore we do not find pucca houres over there.
Nevertheless, some of the buildings are mix of kutchaa and pucca pattern; and if we consider

this to be their capital or savings, well, it is what they have !
Social Re-construction and Organisation :

Man is a social animal. In that sense of the term, he cannot live without society. An
Individual always wish to remain within and with society. The social organization is formed
from this-wish to stay in a society. These social organisations control the social functions. This
organizatlion is a means for establishing one's identification and one's self - realisation. Any
society is known and seen in form of its small or big organisations. There organisations are
strength of the society; and the functions of the society are performed through these organisa-
fions only. No scattered family or a society can establish its such identity or make any such
progress. The Paradhis families in Kutch have been at such a stage that they have not been able
to make their identity. The obvious reasons are - the geographical conditions, very less number
of people of the tribe, the economic activities which are totally dependent on other pes e and
continuous migration of their ancestors. To-day, this tribe has been divided into 3-4 different
levels, such as Jogi (Paradhi), Bhil (Paradhi) Jagaria (Paradhi) etc. They all were one in origin;
but due (o various occupations and areas, they have adopted different surnames or titles and
they insist to be known by such-titles only. One, therefore would like to peep in the social
construction of this tribe. As mentioned earlier, they are ail one originally, but now according to
areas, they have developed their own different identities, Consequently, there has not been a
binding force which is as powerful as it should be; and their interactions have remained within

thetr own small regions. This is due to region’s differences and poor economic conditions.,
Gotra - Family Name :

There has been a Gotra (Family Names) system in Paradhj community which is known
as "Shakh". This Shakh or family name is acquired right from a birth of an individual. It is
inherited by a person. If a woman gets married, she gets a family name of her husban| There
cannot be a marriage within the same Gotra - the family; because the persons of same Gotra are

brothers - sisters. Let us see which are the 'Gotras’ prevalent among Paradhis. T hey are :

(1) Rathod (2) Chavand (3) Chauhan {4) Jaga (5) Parmar (6) Solanki (7) Bhatti (8) Sangar
(9) Nakani (10) Dhara (i 1) Kanar and (12) Sodha.
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A deep study into these Gotras (family names) it seems some of them seem to belong to
Rajput tribe and some other Gotras cannot be understood regarding their origin or their associa-
tion. Even the leaders and other people of this tribe are not able to tell us about ori gin of these
Gotras. They simply explain that these Gotras have evolved traditionally. Some Gotras
(Families) have their seperate tamily Gods (Kuldev). Nevertheless, Pabudada and Mother Gatral
are worshiped commonly by all the Gotras of Paradhi Tribe alike, without any exception. In
each of the Mohallas of Paradhi habitation, one will find small temples of Pabudada, Mother

Gatral as well as Khetalpal (the God of the region - Kshetra)

One more fact about the Paradhi families. Usually they believe in joint family; but be-
cause of small houses, the boys, after their marriage prefer to stay seperately and as such, we

see the increasing trend of individualised or seperate families among Paradhi tribe.
Relationship :

In éach society, we find two pattens of relationshi;’i (1) Based on Blood relations: (2)
based on marriage. In first kind of social-relationship. We have those kits which are related
with blood e.g. Brother and sister: brother and brother, sister and sister, mother and daughter,
mother and son, father and son etc. ctc. All these relations are called blood relations; they
belong to same family and family name and they are heirs of same ancestor. That means, they
have same Gotra. There cannot be marriage between people of same Gotra. Intra-Gotra mar-

riage is forbidden by society.

But vwhen a person marries; he entres into a totally different pattern of social relationship.
The relationship of "in-laws". e. g. & person (both a male and female) have father in-law and

mother-in-low, Brother-in-law, sister-in-law, uncle-in-law, aunt-in-low etc. etc...

Now, over and above these two weli-established and well-recognised two patterns of
relatiomhip, the modern living conditions have created a new pattern of relationship in the
society. e.g. a girl gets married and both the daughter and her husband (son in law) go and stay
sepcrately, probably in seareh of some work to make living. A number of persons leave their
original parental habitation and start to stay with some distant relatives, if some work is avajl-
able there. This happens almost every where, where the people of distant relations also stay in
vicinity providing hope and warmth in their lives, almost staying on some wasteland or
Government pieze of land, constructing small hutment but staying with love and affection for

their felow-people.
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Besides these persons of near or distant relations, the Paradhis also keep good relations
with people of other communities, almost as poor and as deprined as themselves such as Harijans
(S.C.) Vaghari (OBC) Muslims (Minority) etc. On occasion, they go to each others places, live

with harmony but hot a distinct social relationship as such.

Caste Panch:

As in some other castes, so in Paradhis too, there is a system of Caste - Panch; which
means that the social and other issues are settled by leaders of the caste. Ofcourse, this system
is yet not working properly. The efforts have been continued to improve the system since 1955.
Besides, an organisation, called Samagra Kutch Jogi (Paradhi) Mandal (an organisation for all
the Jogi (Paradhis) of entire kutch) has been addressing to some; of the developmental
programmes and providing guidence to members. This activity has become {ruitfulever since
1955. Needless to say that the efforts are not as fruitful as they should be; because they are all
scaltered in habitation and the poor economic condition is the main stumbling block. There
have been some old caste - organizations of Paradhis also. One of them is "Adivasi Jogi
Paradhi Bhil gnati Mandal". Its registration number is A-1280 and address is outside Sarpat

Naka, Jogiwas, Bhuj. Some other organisations are :
Shri Yogeshwar Jogi (Paradhi) gnati mandal Registration number A-15472 (kutch)
Adddress: Near Railway Station, Jogiwas, Ward No.8, Anjar.

- Akhil Kutch Jilla Jogi (Paradhi) gnati Mandal, Bhuj. Registration Number : (proposed)

Thus several caste - based organizations of Paradhi tribe in kutch have been found func-
tioning. Some local Paradhi leaders have also involved themselved in forming such « w:1¢ based
organisations. Nevertheless, each organisation has its limitations und shortcomings which are
obutious on the surface itself. There have been certain Paradhi families which are leaders of the
tribe [rom quite long. Their leadership is acquired from their fore fathers. When, on some social
occasions, there arises some social issues, one has to approach to such caste-leaders of the tribe.
Likewise, if some incidents are noticed wherein some Paradhi family/individual has made a
breach of'rules approved by the caste or caste - organisation: or when the incidents are brought
to the notice of such leaders that some caste member of the tribe does not behave within the

frame work of rules for the tribe, that his/her conduct is in violation of such rules, the caste
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leaders give their judgement. As per prevailing rule, during marriage, the bride-groom party
has to pay Rs. 3,200/- to their counterpart, towards expenditure for lanch to be offered to the
bride-groom's marriage party. If however, the number of people in bride-groom's marriage
party are less than the stipulated number, he may pay proportiionately less amount to bride's

party towards lunch to be offered to bride groom's marriage party.

The bride's father has to give to the bride in her marriage one pair of cloth, one copper jug
of water and a brass big bowl. This is as per rules for the caste, and each parents of the bride are
supposed to pay at least this much. If however, he can afford more or is willing to give more, he
can give the bride one nose ring (whom they call 'diamond’) and a ring on a finger. Even, it is
not at all compulsory to make any contribution by the Maternal uncle in form of "Mamera"
(Maternal uncle's contribution to their niece on her marriage). But in modern days, if the
maternal uncle can afford to give this, the Mamera' presentation is made. One family member

or near relatives can give small or big utensil to the bride.

The study of the consittution of the Paradhi tribe was earlier made by our Tribal Research

and Training Institute. Some of the features noted during the study were :

(1) If a married woman has been kidnapped by somebody and if willingly returns her to her
husband, he has to pay fine of Rs. 250/- o the caste - organisation. But if such married
woman is not returned to husband or if she is unwilling to go back to the husband; the

person has to pay Rs. 400/- to the husband and Rs. 200/- to the caste - organisation.

(2) If a widow re-marriages, she gets Rs. 100/- from the husband of which Rs. 75/- are

retained by her as 'Bandhani' and Rs. 20/- will go to caste - organisation.

(3) Ifahusband deserts his wife, he has to pay Rs. 100/- to the father of the married woman,;

and Rs. 50/- as fine to the caste - organisation.

(4) If an engagement is made; but for some reasons one feels that she is not a bratch and is
breaking this enagement, involes in another engagement, he has to pay Rs. 100/- as fine

to the family where earlier engagement was made.

(5) 1fsomebody sells of a girl of Paradhi tribe to some other tribe/community/caste, he has to

pay the fine worth Rs. 1000/- to caste-organisation.

(6) If a married woman goes to her parent's, place after marriage to see the parents, and if
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some people from there gives her in marriage to some other person, then they have to pay

a fine of Rs. 250/- to the caste-organisation.

Thus various rates of fine have been prescribed by the caste- organisation on behalf of
the caste. All above details indicate that generally the fines have been prescribed in respect of
only kind of marital matters. No other issues are covered in such rules. This may be perhaps
due to the fact that some such incidents might have taken place where some persons mi ght have
acted in such a way to disturb the institution of marriage. Some persons might have broken the
ties of holy marriage or some of them might have broken the vow of engagements in marriage.
The Paradhi tribe is very small; and if such incidence go on recurring, it may affect the fabric of
the tribe. Therefore, such mechanisum might have evolved to save the caste. Even accepting
this arguement, it is felt that the constitution, instead of being lop-sided one, should be compre-
hensive one, and should cover several social aspects pertaining to caste, instead of rules regard-
ing only marriage - oriented matters. But here, we do not see any such thing. Of course, one
thing needs to be mentioned that among Paradhi tribe, incidents of anti-social crimes are very
very few. They might therefore thought that, when there have been no incidents of anti-social
crimes in the caste, what is the need for such comprehensive constition covering all such
aspects ? They might have thought that the caste-leaders (Patels) are competent to handle such
small incidents at their own level, Most of the families of Paradhi tribe are very very poor and
they are dependent on only labour work and they have been frequently changing their places of
stay in search of work. Besides, they stay at the places where they have their relatives staying.
In such cricumstances, it could have perhaps been unnecessary to have such a comprehensive
constitution for the caste. Therefore, they incorporated only such rules which were necessary at

that point of time.
Marriage :

It is true that Paradhis have been trying to get identified in different names in different
regions; but it is evidently seen that all Paradhis - whatever names they have in whatever
regions - Jogi Paradhi, Jagaria Paradhi, Bhil Paradhi - all of them have inter marital relations
among each one of them. Thus they have different identity according to different regions; but
marital relations do exist among themselves except with those having he same surname. Thus,
Paradhis donot get married with Paradhis, but they can and do marry with Bhil - Paradhi or

Jogi Paradhi or Jagaria Paradhi etc. etc. Even the marriage customs and rituals are the same



33

among them. The transactions/marriage gifts are given and taken as per caste - constitution.
The age for marriage, they say, is major and there is no child marriage taking place according to
them. They indicate that a boy gets married at 20-21 years and a girl gets married at 16 - 18
years of age these days. But, in earlier days, marriages were decided by parents. There was io
chance for a boy or a girl to see eachother before marriage. At present, the marriage are decided
by parents; but the boy and a girl can see and talk to each other before marriage. Thus, the
impact of other society could be seen in this tribe where the boy and girl can meet before
marriage. The girl is sent to in-laws immediately after marriage (Ana ceremony performed
forthwith). In first instance after marriage, a girl stays for about 8-10 days with in-laws and then
goes to her parents' place. The bridegroom accompanies her there, and after a day or two brings
her back alongwith him. Thus there is no formal custom of Aana. On Janmastmi festival, she

goes to her parents' place to stay for a few days.
First Motherhood Festival (simant festival)

When, for the first time, a woman becomes pragnent, on 7th month of pragnancy this first
motherhood festival is celebrated. The women from parents' families come on the occasion.
A coconut is given in her lap as a token of good wishes. Thereafter she is taken to her parents'
place till her delivery. Usually the delivery is done at home; but a Dai (delivery attendent) is
called to assist. But if there is some complication, she may be shifted to Hospital/PHC. Usually
Hospital facility is available to those Paradhis living in or around urban areas. For those in rural
areas, the nearest dispansary is 5 to 10 kms and facilities of transport are scarce. The Paradhi
famtlies in rural / forest areas have mentioned that they have difficulties of communication and

transportation during such emergency situation.
Death ;

In all the villages habitated by Parz;dhis, the Paradhis are cremated after death. The right
ieg thumb is touched with fire before cremation of the body. One explanation presented by
them about this custom of cremation is that, being poor they cannot afford the expenditure of
fire wood; so they might have adopted the custom of cremation. The cremation place of his
tribe is there in each village. There are a few incidents wherein for want of availability of land,

the seperate cremation is not provided and they have to go for cremation to a nearby village.

On twelth day of death, a Barma ceremony is performed. In case of woman it is Barma
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but in case of male it is (11th day) Agiarma. Those who attend this ceremony give Rs. 10/- to
20/- to the deceased family. This is a good social programme scene organised informally. The

deceared family gets our economic relief through this small amount.

If somebody dies accidently, he is worshipped. They are known as Surapura or Purasa.They
prepare a monument made of staone or wood, and place it at the location. While installing i,
the Brahmin is called and erections ceremony is performed. But before that the Bhuva, an
indegenous socio-religious leader is called. They ask him if the deceased person is going to be
problematic to them after death. If the Bhuva declares him to be problematic after death, then
only their monument is erected. Even duting the incidents of illness in the family, stagnation in
progress, recuring of one or other difficulties in life; then also the Bhuva is invited, Dak (Damru/
Drum) is to be played on and strictly on advice of Bhuva, the further ceremoney is carried out.
Then also some deceased person is to be worshipped. Alongwith other Gods & Goddesses,

such persons are to be worshiped.

Some Jogi Paradhi and Bhil-Paradhi perform a *Tarna" ceremoney after death. This,
unlike Dasma & Barma is not performed on any fixed day, but is performed only if the de-
ceased person is capable of doing some harm. Thus, Tarna can be done even after years of
death of any person. During our field work at Matano Math, some Jogi-Paradhi family was
found to have gone to Narayan Sarovar for Tarno ceremony; which is performed in the pres-
ence of a Brahmin. All the items are brought by Brahmin esccept a coconut. After Tarna
ceremoney, one of the family members (male) gets all his hairs removed from the head. The
Brahmin is gifted with some money. During our field visit in Kutch, we had observed that
money were collected from the members of that location. Kutch has a long sea-shore, some
people in or arround Adipur, go to Joginath on a seashore and performed the ceremony. The
ceremony was performed by a Bawa-Gosai. Nevertheless Tarana ceremony is not compulsory.
It is performed usually in accidental case. During earthquake, many a people died and this

being an accidental death, the Tarna ceremony was required to be performed.
Religious Life :

Usually religious life is a kind of tradition for people. A person is born in a particular
caste/tribe; and a particular caste or tribe follow some religious faith and for that purpose some

rituals are performed. People, often believe these rituals or kind of community actions to be
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‘religion’. There is some definite impact of such performances. They participate in the religious
rituals which are performed in the caste/tribe throughout the year. Some beliefs and legends are
derived traditionally from generation to generation; and on the basis of these beliefs or legends,
people think of their own begining or restoration. Such societies are usually very rigid in their
beliefs and they prefer to live in traditional way of life. Their ability to change is very low and
slow and partial too. They have very narrow way of thinking; and that is supported by their

beliefs and customs. Such societies are known as rigid societies.

The society we are talking about is a Paradhi tribe; but to-day they donot even want to be
known as Paradhi; because one of its meaning is related to the meaning of criminal (A-Paradhi).
Nevertheless, for ages, they have been known as Paradhis only; and in Kutch, the whole tribe
is known as Paradhi. Talking about their evolution, they consider themselves to be belonging
to dunasty or family of the great saint Valmiki or great devoter Shabaree or great warrior Eklavya
or else to the Bhil family. They have their own God and Goddesses and they believe in them;
but at the some time, they also believe in other Gods and Goddesses usually of the area they
dwell in. They have great impact of Hinduism in their rituals of religion. Their family God/
Goddess are different as per their family names (Shakh). In terms of celebration of lestivals,
they are guided by the people staying in surrounding areas. Of course, they being very poor
economically, they are not able to celebrate these festivals with pomp and show; but the fact
remains that their festivals emcoupass several Gods and Goddesses other than their own tradi-
tional ones. They are also seen taking keen interest in the festivals and riheals of Matajee

(Goddess).

One inference can be drawn about their different identities in the society. Traditionally,
Paradhis were hunter community; and they used to make hunting in the forests as their way of
life and occupation. The hunting profession might have earned them bad name, bad image, a
ground for criticism and stigma. Now in order to come out of this criticism and stigma of the
society; they might have prefered to be known with different names such as J ogi-Paradhi,
Jagariya, Raval-Bhil, Bhil etc. etc. according to various regious. This could have been done in
order to earn the favour or sympathy from the society. Their Mohallas are therefore now known
as Jogiwas, Jagaria was, Bhilwas etc. etc. despite the fact that they belong to one tribe only i.e.
Paradhi Bhil. It then follows that these are not the people who can be tied to a single religion or

faith. They all are followers of 'Devi' and worship the Goddess (Devi/Mata); but here too, they
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have been divided into various sub-sections. One thing must be mentioned in favour of this
tribe, that unlike in some other tribes and communities, this tribe doesnot have any criminal
record nor are they addicted to any toxinating substence, or any anti-social activities. This is
one more proof that they are consciously making efforts to come out of their original identity
and trying o get respect or appreciation from the people living around them. They have
rcmained-away from almost all kinds of social evils. Otherwise, mostly poor people fall easy

victious of such social evils. This, keeping away from antisocial activities is their great

credit side.
Following are the different family names and the respective family
God/Godesses of Paradhi tribe.
Sr. Faniily Name Family
No. (Shakh/Nokh) G0d-Goddess.
1. Rathod : Chamund/Gatral
2. Parmar . Gatral
3. Jaga ‘ Matan
4, Chauhan Shakti
5, Surangi Khodiar
6. Makwana Khodiar
7. Bhatti Gatral
3. Kanara Shakti, Gatral
9. Sodha Pabudada, Gatral
10. Sunjari Pabudada, Garal

The family name is locally in Kutch known as Shakh or Nokh. As seen above, the differ-
ent people having different family names have often different family Gods and Goddesses. But
as seen earlier, each of Paradhi families do worship Pabudada and Ma gotral as also Kshetrapal.
All Paradhi families - irrespective of their family names - do worship these 3 God-Goddesses.
In different Mohallas of Paradhis, we find small temples with idals of these 3 Gods/Goddess.
Usually in cach shakh (Family names) the family Goddess doesnot seem different. Perhaps

they are not very sure of their family Goddess.
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Ghost, Spirit, Witch :

Paradhis, like other tribals believe in Ghost, witch, spirit etc. They believe that ghosts etc.
emerge or exist at the place like cremation or such other unholy/unworthy places. They also
believe in spirit too. If a person dies accidently or by suicide and if he has his unfulfilled desires
in this world, he appears as spirit. If a ghost or spirit lives at certain place, and if by any chance
or by mistake, if somebody urinates there; the ghost or spirit would catch him close. When such
ghost or spirit catches hold of a person, it can only be cured by way of removing his clutch, by
the Bhoova, who is representative of Goddess. Paradhis also believe in Witch. They also
believe that witch could be either living or non-living; and that living witch is worse than the
fater. If a living witch even stares her eyes on somebody, he is sure to fall sick; that by her bad
way of looking, even good things get spoiled, or a smart healthy child falls sick all of a sudden.
The witch's bad way of iooking can also be cured by Bhoova. Bhoova, with his divine strength
knows what kind of witch/ghost has done such harm to a person or family, and he indicates the

way to get rid of it. The procedure suggested by Bhoova is to be followed scrupuiously.
Bhagat -Bhoova :

Paradhis, like any other tribals, do believe in Ghost, Spirit, Witch, Super-human element
etc. If some one falls sick, if some bad times come, if some hazardous events take place, they
immediately resort to Bhagat - Bhoova. If Bhagat - Bhoova indicate the reason to be ghost,
spirit, Whitch etc; again he is the person to get the matter settled. Bhagat-Bhoova shows the
way and prescribes the procedure. Likewise, if there is an accidental death, or there is some
constant hindrance in life, they also prepare the monumental idols of their ancestors. They may
be placed near the house or sometimes even in house itself. On festive occasions, they are

‘offered Dhoop or sweets etc.

Thus we find an intermix of religion, faith, blind faith etc. etc. in Paradhi tribe. When the
drums are to be blown before Ma Gatral or Pabudada on Navratree or some other auspicious
occasion like Pooja etc. it is priviledge of Paradhi Jagaria to blow the drums. According o
them, Ma Gatral doesnot get up from her sleep unless the Jagarias below the drum. According
to them, this priviledge was given to them by Ma Gatral. When the Jagaria starts blowing in
drums, they put on shaffron piece of cloth on their head. This is their firm belief or deep conv

iction. They are considered to be Jagarias of Ma Gatral. Navertheless they do believe in Ghost,

spirit and witch etc.
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Population of Paradhis and level of literacy as per survey conducted :

The Akhil Kutch Jogi (Paradhi) caste Assocation conducted a household survey of all the
Paradhi families residing in Kutch District. The statistical information about Paradhi families
could be availed from the talukas of Abdasa, Mandvi and Bhuj as well as some of their villages.
This data is presented here in this report. The data clearly indicates that this tribe is one of the

backward tribes.

Table showing the villages surveyed.

Sr.No. | Name of Taluka Total No.of Total No.of
Villages Familjes
1. | Abdasa 14 132
2. Mandvi ' 20 425
3. Bhuj _ 11 335
Total 45 892

The survey was conducted in above 3 Talukas of Kutch District covering 892 families of
Paradhi Tribe, and the information was collected from each of these families. The survey in

some of the villages of Bhuj Taluka was incomplete.

Number of Villages / Families / Members in the Families

St | Name of | Number of | Total No.of Members in the family
Taluka villages families Male Female Total
Abdasa 14 132 305 307 612
Mandvi | 20 425 1065 991 2056
Bhuj 11 335 885 843 1728
Total 45 892 2255 2141 4396

51.29% 48.71% 100%

The above table clearly indicates that in Paradhi tribe we see less number of women than
men. (48.71 percent and 51.29 percent respectively) In other words, we can say that per thou-

sand male there are nine hundred fifty females. Though this is not a marked difference in ratio,
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it does reflect less importance of women in Paradhi society. Men are dominant. The adverse
sex ration is reflection of such dominance. The average size of the Paradhi family is 1.9 (4396
members in 892 families). Five members in a family is not a large one. As such, generally we
observe larger families in labour communities; but Paradhis are exception. Perhaps it could be

due to divided family system adopted by them after the marriage of an adult son.

Table indicating level of education among Paradhis

Sr.| Name of the  |Table No.of |Total members |Illiterate | Pri- | Seco- Higher
Noj Taluka families | Male | Female mary |ndary| Seco-
level | level| ndary
level

1. { Abdasa 132 305 307 360 144 9 3
2. | Mandvi 425 | 1065 991 1163 390 85 14
3. | Bhyj 335 885 843 963 366 60 7
Total 892 | 2255 2141 2486 900 154 24

Level of literacy _ : 832

not kuown :

2255 2141 3318 900 154 24

If one closely looks at the above tabie, immediately one would note that the number of
illiterate people (3318) is 75.47 percent; that is, more than three forth of the total population;
and less than one forth, i.e. 24.53 percent have acquired some literacy level. Of these, the
maximum number (900) 20.47 percent have received upto primary level. This also includes
those who are also in schools, Those who have reached upto secondary level are only 154, 1.e.
3.51 per cent of the population; and further those who have reached upto Higher Secondary
ievel are just 24 percents, which is less than even one percent, or precisely speaking, they are

().54 percent.

It can only be concluded that Paradhi tribe is one of the communities in which, level of
education is extremely poor. (Note : In respect of 832 persons, their literacy level was not

indicated and as such, they are categorised as illiterate.
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Here is a picture of 892 families of these 3 Talukas of Paradhi Tribe. The total nutnber of
people in this tribe is 4396 (2255 Male and 2141 Female). The picture of education level is very
dismal. What do the children of this tribe learn? The look at the Table shows that totally 525 children
are attending schools. This comes to 11.95 percent of total population. There are recent current
tigures of their schooling. In Balwadi, that is preprimary level, there are 0.38 percent (17)
children. Maxsium number is found in Primary Schools. They are 10.57 percent (465) of the
total popuiation. Of these the number of boys are 274 i.e. 10.52 per cent and 191 are girls i.e.
8.92 percent. In secondary schools, there were totally 36 children which is even less than one
percent (0.81 percent of these the girls were only 4 (0.09 percent). The lowest number of
children are found in Higher Secondary Schools. They are only 7 (.015 percent) with not a
single girl student. Thus, is seems, for the students who attend schools, usually their target is to
reach upto primary level. Above it, some students might be going; but this seems to be an
exception. As such, Paradhis are a labour community, and when a child grows little nliler, he/
she drops out from the school and help their parents, either going to work with them, or attend-
ing younger kids or some other work at house. Thus, the main reason to give up study half way
is the economic conditions of the family. If we have a total view at the table indicating educa-
tion level above, it is evidently clear that even in this modern times, the children of school going
age have been deprived of their most important need and most important Right. Out of 892
families, there were hardly one or two students who have reached upto 8.5.C. level. Only one
boy from Paradhi tribe was attending a college (First year, B.A.) and one was attending a Law
College ( LL.B.). None else in the whole tribe were found to have reached good level of

literacy. This is a hard and harsh reality of Pardhi Tribe.

We know, several efforts have been made by the State Government and several Organi-
zations to promete education among children of school going age, Despite such efforts, the real
picture is rather dismal; and the children are deprived of the education. In such circumstances,
how can one think of withdrawing some megre benifits they get from either State Government
or Central Government as Tribal people ? Besides, this study reflects the picture of only such
towns at Taluka or District Head Quarters or villages around such urban areas. One can easily

think as to what shall be the conditions of the poor rural masses in remote villages ?

Here, we provide a list of villages covered in the survey mentioned above. This list has

been presented taluka-wise for three talukas surveyed :
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List of Villages Surveyed and No.of Families

Abdasa Taluka
Sr.No. Name of the Village No.of Families
L. Kothara 45
2. Prajau 3
3. Vinzan g
4. Sanyara 6
5. Dumara 10
C. Mothara 7
. Kankavati 8
8. Moti Ghufi 2
9. Tera 17
10. Nalia 8
L. Jakhau 7
12, Vanku 12
13. Nunghatad 10
14. Sunthari 1
Mandvi Taluka
L. Mandvi 185
Z. Maska 29
3. Talwala 3
4. Bihada 21
5. Nani Khakhar 8
6. Mota Ansabhia 4

7. Darasadi 20
8. Moti Rayan 14
9. Shirvo 6
10. Mod Kuba 2
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11, Halapar 11
12. Kotadi 13
13. Moti Mau 37
14, Gadhshisha 22
15. Sheradi 18
- 16. Don 7
17. Nava Vas 5
18. Layaja 9
19 Vekra 8
Bhuj Taluka
1. Bhuj 94
2 Kera 35
8 Madhapar 67
4, Meghpar 6
5. Dahisar 2
6. Mirjapar 7
- sUKHPAR 55
8. Mankuwa 28
9. Samatra 17
10. Deshalpar 20
{1 Manjal 7

Findings, Suggestions and Clear Opinion :

The Paradhi, Koli and Vaghari tribes residing in Kutch District have been de-listed from the
list of Schedule Tribes vide order no. AJS-2003-20G-0-1-23-Ch dated 5th September, 2003 of
Gujarat State, Social Justice and Empowerment Department (Tribal Development Dept.). The present
study of social, economic, cultural and educational conditions of this Paradhi Tribe in Kutch District
was undertaken, consequent to this decision of Government. Even before some time, the Tribal

Reseurch'and Training Institute had undertaken a study of these three tribes; but the present study
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was undertaken, in connection with the above decision of de-listing these three tribes from the list of

Schedule Tribes. Another important matter in this regard need to be specifically mentioned that we

have no knowledge, if any recommandation is made to de-list these three tribes from S.T., list, under

any study or Research undertaken by this Institute in past. In the light of this clarification, the present

study assumes special significance. The conclusions and recommendations of this study w us under:

(H

(2)

3)

4)

(6)

The Paradhi Tribe habitate in almost all talukas of Kutch District, in more or less number,

except in two talukas of Rapar and Bhachau.

It is estimated that the total population of Paradhi tribe would be between 30,000 to
40,000. This estimate is very near to truth; because in 2001 census figures, the schedule
tribe population in Kutch District is shown at 1,30,138. Now, the Rapar and Bhachau
talukas have very intensive population of Koli tribe and in these talukas they figure at
49471, Thisi leaves the schedule tribe population of 60,667 in the remaining 7 talukas of
Kuich District. This figure of 60,667 people of ST population in seven talukas include
Koli and Vaghari too. Therefore the estimated population of 30,000 to 40,000 for Paradhi

tribe in Kutch District has a sound base.

The Paradhi tribes have main occupation of that of casual labour. This include the agri-
cultural labour, breakfng of stones in mines and rocks and miscellenous masonary work.
Some Paradhi families do follow their traditional occupations; but they have very little
scope in these traditional occupations and they cannot survive on them. Therefore, this

tribe can be considered to be largely dependent on casual Labour work.

There are very few families in Paradhi tribe who are dependent on agriculture! They
donot have the land inherited from the fore-fathers, Nevertheless, some families had ap-
plied to get agricultural land to the land-office; because they were lendless labourers.
Thesc few families were provided land by the Government, but such land provided is
dry, without any irrigation facility and totally dependent on rains of monsoon. Otherwise
also the lands in Kutch is salty, rocky and least fertile. Therefore, are very Paradhi

families few dependent on agriculture.

The families from Paradhi tribe known as Jogi and Jagaria have been engaged ip blow-

ing drums (Dak) before matajee. They are known as Jogi-Paradhis.

This tribe has settled in Kutch even before independence i.e. during royal days. Evenin



(8)

(9)

(1)

(11}

(13)
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those days, the Maharao of Kutch had provided land to Paradhis to settle in Kutch. But

the supporting documents are not available.

Paradhis have been habitating usually outside the villages in any of the regions, alongwith
other backward castes and communities; constructing their hutments. Usually they
settled on Government waste land or other Government land and therefore they donot
have any land or house on their own name officially. Recently, some of the Paradhi
families set settled on land acquired on lease. The Government concerned authorities
have provided facilities of water and light on such sites and they collect respective taxes

also on this land on lease.

In the Mohallas of Jogi-Oaradhis, one does not find facilities of roads. Those very few
residing in towns/cities/urban areas do enojoy the facilities of light and water' hut the

latrine and bathroom facilities are lacking, for which they too have to resort to open areas.

Tili recently, the untouchability prevailed. But now due to the legal provisions, there is no
untouchability. But as the elders report, even cups of tea were kept seperate for

untouchables'.

In cultural life, all the Paradhis do believe in Pabudada, Ma Gatral and Khetarpal
(Khshetrapal). But different Parabi family names (Gotra) follow and worship different
Kuldevi. The Kuldevis and Paradhi shakhs offen overlap, which means that two/threce

Paradhi Shakh (family names) might have one Kuldevi.

Paradhis have been constantly in touch with Hindus and because of such close contacts,
they have been following almost all Hindu traditions, celebrate Hindu festivals and
follow Hindu rituals. But being economically very poor, they cannot have these « lebra-

tions on big scale.

The Paradhis believe themselves to be Bhil. Their ancestors were hunters and were
hunting in the forests and were also collectin g the subsidiary forest products etc. They
consider to be belonging to the dynasty of Sant Valmiki (who was a robber in his early
life), or great devotee Shabari, or Eklavya or those of Pabajee and Tembhajee of Rajasthan

who were Jagarias to Pabujee.

Presently, Paradhis are engaged largely in casual or miscelleneous labour works; or some
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(20)
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of them are occupied in small occupations. Since urban areas provide labour easily, most

of the Paradhis either settle in the towns/cities or places around.

The literacy rate is very very low. There is hardly any person who has gone upto S.S.C.
level. Usually, when a boy or a girl attains the age to work, they have been engaged in
labour work. Education level could be said to be upto Primary level for few percents of
families.

Sometimes, traditional work is followed by women or elderly people in Paradhi families.
When they are not able to go for work outside the home, they get engaged in making
items like Indhoni, Brooms, winnowing basket (3ust), ropes and strings etc. remaining

at home.

Very few of the Paradhi persons have the birth certificate of schedule tribe. They donot
know which kind of Schedule Tribe they belong to. Of course, some youth residing in
towns / cities have the card indicating them belonging to S.T. Some educated youth have
their school leaving certificates. There are the evidences on which they claim to be be-

longing to Schedule Tribe of Jogi-Paradhi.

Very few Paradhi families have availed of the benifits of Schedule Tribe. This is due to
gross ignorance, wherein they themselves were not aware that they belonged to S.T. and
certain Government benitits were available to them. In rural areas, however, some fami-
lies without a place of abode were provided with either a housing plot or a house under
Indira Awas Yojana (IAY). But such incidents are rare. In Bhuj too, a couplv ul persons
were provided with Rikshawas, Since the education level is low, none of the persons
have been employed in Government. Even private employment is restricted to very few

numbers or persons of Paradhi families.

In Paradhi families, we donot find any kind of any anti-social activity or addition to any
intoxinating substence. One of the reasons put forth by them is their poverty due to which they
can atford this. Even meat is used very sparingly and restrictively. Wine/Drug is not used
¢ven on social occasions, It is restrited. Perhaps a Bhagat-Bhoowa may use wine/meat

cte. but that too very less quantity for the purpose of Matajee’s work, and not otherwise.

Paradhis are perhaps idle by nature. They would go for work if available, but otherwise,

they would sit idle. Whatelse they can or they would do 7 If they donot get work what they
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can or they would do ? If they donot get work during working hours. What other activity they
have to engage themselves. Therefore, without any gainful activity, they will sit idly. This adds

to their poverty rather than decreasing it.

(21) The paradhis, as other tribal communities, are superstitious and blind-faithed. If
somebody gets sick; if the economic conditions deteriorate, if something unusual hap-
pens; they become sucpicious and superistious and believe: that it might be due to some

superhuman spirit and would consult Bhagat-Bhoova.
(22) The average family size of Paradhis is five members,

(23) When the survey of about 900 families was conducted, it was revealed that the general
level of education in these families was upto primary level and that too, 12 percent cov-
erage. Even in the data regarding school going children, there were maximum number of
boys and girls in primary schools only: and there too, again upto 12 percent level. Thus,

education in this tribe is very very low.
Clear Opinion :

The Paradhi both residing in Gujarat and in Kutch are the sub-caste of Bhil. Originally
they used to stay in jungle and used to hunt. Besides, they used to collect the subsidiary forest
products and lived their life. Such life-style is depicted in their earlier history. Originally they
were Bhil only, but due to their occupation as hunter, they were known as Paradhi-since, hunt-
ing was their main occupation, they were considered to be cruel, criminals - Aparadhi, and
from it perhaps were known as Paradhi. Even in our mythological stories, we have some
references of such caste. The king Bhartuhari had his seven lives and in une of such lives, he
was a parrot and a Paradhi had put a catch aground his neck. Likewise we have a story of
Valia, who was great robber but was transformed into a a great saint Valmiki. Thus, in earlier
ages.hunting was one of the occupations for living, He would make hunting; and would sell his
preys to other people of the community and thus would make his living. Thus in those days,
there would be a class of people solely dependent on hunting; as to-day we have butchers
running slaughter houses and selling the meat to people in the community. It might have so
huppened that in course of events, people might have turned their faces from hunting; might be,
they were conscious of committing violence and the times might have changed. Otherwise, not

in very [ur past, even in the temples, the sacrifice of animals was given. But now such ritual has
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disappeared. Such things might have happened in case of hunting too. This might have disappeared
cither because there have not been deep and dark forests to facilitate hunting and that even the

social conditions have changed.

These Paradhis could also be people residing in or around forests: and in course of time,
because of discontinuation of the occupation of hunting, they might have shifted to other occupa-
tions. However, their greatest expertise was hunting and their place was jungle. Threfore, they might
not have succeeded in other occupations. Besides, they might have started collecting the
subsidiary forest products and might have started their traditional occupations of preparing
some items from such products. They could have subsided on such income from sale of such
products prepared by them, though such income was low, perhaps they might not have thought
on an enterprise, nor they might have shifted to other economic activities. Several reasons
could be responsible for this, such as plenty of forests, easily available water facility easy
availibility of forest products. All these positive factors might have prevented them from taking
any new occupatin. In course of time, the areas where they habitated and the villages in vicin-
ity where they habitated would have been brought under the land revenue code etc, and there-
fore they might have shifted from place to place and occupying a piece of land with the permis-
sion of the local ruler just to stay and carry on their own traditional occupations and such other
work. In short, thut seems to be a period when life was not tough, conflict was not the rule of
the day. fature was not so uncertain; and therefore they must be leading an' easy go lucky' life
without much tension for tomorrow. All tribes of such kinds; either living almost independently
or living on society's obligations and cooperation being dependent on them; but such tribes have

always been different in terms of economic, social and cultural aspects of their lives.

[tcould also be seen that Paradhis were living almost traditional life of tribal community.
They were living in small groups or communities. They always had their faithfulness to a
community head and would abide by his instructions. The process of change was very very
slow in their lives and life-style. Their economic conditions were always poor; and were living
the life of shortages. Their life style was of primary character. They were adopting the customs
and rituals of the society around them and were also respecting their traditions. There became
the structural differences in the society and new traditions energed from them. For the same
reasons, after Independence, seperate and specific provisions were made for welfare and de-

veiopment of the backward and exploited sections of people. The constitional provisions came into
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existence in post - independence era making the provision for their tipbringing. In our society, there
‘were several castzs of people, which were in the mainstream of society and yet they were untouch-
able, they had quite a low status in society, they lived very primary standard of life. All svich castes
were now included in a list called Schedule Castes. Besides, there were other types of people, living
quite far away from the mainstream of the society. They were living in mountains and forests. Their
society was of very primitive kind. They lived only on traditions and they were aloof from the
progress of mankind. A seperate list was prepared for such tribes and it was named as Schedule
Tribes. Various developmental programmes were planned out and started to be implemented for the
well-being of the castes and tribes enlisted in the respective schedules, both by Governments as well
as by various social organizations; and thus started the process of development. All this happened
according to laws or according to Constitution of India. The benifits of these schemes and pro-
grammes were availed primarily by those schedule tribes which were aware and conscious and
which were ready to accept the process of change. But among Schedule Tribes, there were tribes
which were not aware, not conscious, not educated and therefore totally unaware of the benifits
admissible to them. They even didnot know to which category of tribes they belong to. Such tribes
couldnot avail benifits provided by Government. Or even if, they availed then, they were so super-
fluous or so megre that it had hardly any meaning. Even, they donot know why, on what grounds and
under what category they have been provided with these benifits. All these matters aptly apply to the
Paradhi Tribe habitated in Kutch District.

As such, they are primitive tribes residing in scattered areas. For this category of Schedule
Tribe there has not been seperate administrative structure for providing them benifits.
Under the circumstances, had they been de-listed from Schedule Tribe's list, after they had
obtained due benifits and had reached to a level of developed tribe. But, No. They didnot avail
almost any such benifits, and in terms of progress, they are the least developed tribe, almost at
the last step of ladder of development. They are ignorant and unaware. They even donot know
that they are tribals. There is not any development in this tribe which can be seen or indicated
with naked eye. They donot have any occupation of their own. The education/literacy level is
very very low, In the light of these hard facts of reality, it is indeed very sad and unfortunate to
remove them from the list of schedule tribe. This is an injuStice to them and will add to their
poverty and plight. It is our firm belief and very clear opinion that this step of Government indeed

has no proper base.and it is going to affect them adversely and would add to their misfortune.
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The recent study undertaken in their lives, the statistical information available to us on various
facets of their lives, the realistic depiction available on V.C.D. etc. clearly indicate that the P.radhis
have not witnessed any change in socio-economic fabric of their tribe. Following are the character-
istics of their living style and occupational status :

. Gross ignorance and lack of literacy

. Residing in small hutment.

. No land of their ownership right

. No agricultural land for cultivation

. Still dependence on collection of subsidary forest products like Honey, Gugal, Firewood,,

. Still undertaking the same traditional products like Indhoni, winnowing baskets (supada),
string. ropes, Brooms etc.

We now come to the tinal portion of our report. We had undertaken a study on Paradhi tribe
based on our field studies. We had witnessed their social, economic, educational conditions.
We had scen their goegraphical locations and their own hutments. We had also held the discus-
sion with the leaders of Paradhi Tribe, other social leaders of different tribes and castes as well
as concerned government officials too. Our frank discussion with them on this issue had re-
vealed that even they are of the opinion that Paradhis should be once again placed in the list of

Schedule Tribe and special efforts should be made intensively for their development.
We-recommend the following steps on priority basis for Development of Paradhi Tribe :

{1) Itis our firm belief and a clear opinion that several individualised and family- oriented

programmes should be implemented on economic front for their development.

(2)  Theinfrastractual facilities like Roads, Electricity, Water etc. should be provided for their

community development.

{(3)  They should be provided with housing plots and/or houses at concessional rates. Assist-

ance should be provided for this purpose.

(4)  The education level being very poor, arrangements should be made for Ashram Shalas
and Hostel facilities. At the same time, the children of Paradhis should be provided with all
cducational aids facilities such us scholarships, books, uniform etc. as available to the tribal

children of the state.
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The employment is not available; because the education level is very low. Under the circum-
stances, at ieast for Kutch district, in Government agencies, semi-government organisations
as well as in private companies, the tribals of kutch district should be givenprefiience on

percentage basis and they should be provided these jobs on priority basis.

If possible, as a special case, Paradhi tribe should be given all special and extra benefits which
have been provided to the Primitive Tribes in Gujarat. the higher level of subsidy etc. made
available to Primitive Tribes in Gujarat should also be made applicable to Paradhis in Kutch.
This is recommended to compensate Paradhis, which they have not availed till day upto many
yeai's.

Itis seen that, in the district of Kutch, the population of Schedule tribe people is shown at the
figure exceeding one lakh. In the circumstances, administratively, for the district of Kutch, a
post of class [ officer should be created. Besides, for schedule tribe development programmes,
the administration should have their Headquarter at the place where there is larger number of
population of schedule tribe; so that tribals can easily availr of the benifits of various schemes.
This is our firm belief, Because, we have seen many tribes, who have not avaied of any
benelit over the years of development planning. They are at the stage, where they were dec-
ades ago. Asif, the waves of change have not touched them at all. Paradhis are one of such
tribes and they have remained stagnant in the rush for development and progress. If at this
stige, the government, instead of providing extra incentives and instead of promoting some
new schemes for them, all of a sudden, decides to delist them from the list of Schedule Tribe,
itis indeed most shocking. This needs immediate rethinking and rather a positive angle should
be taken for thier speedy development. This is worth doing and we strongly put forth our
views in favour of re-considering the government decision of removing away the Paradhis

from the list of Schedule Tribes of the State.
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