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FOREWORD

In order to acquaint those who are interested
about the research works conducted at Tribal Rese-
arch and Training Institute, this research report is

being released in mimeographed form. If researchers,

social workers, administrators, students and other
scholars who are involved in tribal development works
make certain suggestions after going through this
report, this will help the Institute in its future works.
1 congratulate the researchers whojhave conducted
this research work. :

R. D. ADATIA

Mahamatra
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PREFACE

Ministry of Home Affairs, Govermment of Indim had
urged upon all the Tribesl Research Institutes in the
country to locate the most backward tribal communities in
their respecvtive States and to undertake & detailed study
of them for the purpose of chalking out special programmes
for their development. In Gujarat State, Kathodis are one
of such communities who still have a primitive type of A
existence. Lately the Government of Gujarat has also been
deeply concerned for raising their standard of living.
Complying with the concerns of both Central and State
Govermments this ethnographlc study of the Kathodis was
undeq{ggtthls Institute. Field work for this study was
carried out between November, 1975 and December, 1976 by
the authors of this monogréph in 22 villages of Kathodi
inhabigtations from diffa:ent regions of the State.

The Institute was fortunate enough to get valuable
suggestions from Prof.I.P.Desai, Director, Centre for
Social studies, Surat and Shri F.B.Buch, Director,
Computer Centre, Govermment of Gujarat, Gandhinagar. The
Institute owes gratitude to them for their kind interest
in this study. The Institute also appreciates the interest
shown by Shri Ramesh Shroff, Heed of Social Anthropology
Department, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedsbad. Last but ﬁot the
least, the Institute aéknowledges the generosity of all
the Kathodi informants but for whose active co-operation

this monograph would not have been materialised.

Siddharaj Solanki
Acting Director
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Kathodi trive i

in the area outiying +the Maharashtra region ffam‘where

they are Teported to have come, The term 1Kathody s

or
'Katﬁéri' seems to héve bean derived from jtg ﬁémé "Kathi
or catechy making, iKatha' is a thickeneg juiéa'éxtractad
from the Kﬁair'(kcﬁc X

ia ¢atechu), Kathodis numbéfihg 2939
(1971'densus) in Gujarat State are g Primitive gfqu of

5 htra State. 7Tne o¥iginal occupation
, j !
th making ang s$élling is now

‘rarely Pursued By them
because of the dwinaiq

Kathodis inp almost gimilar ways,

Jelling says that tihe
Xatkaris are People of Jungles whe have no land of-fheir

oWll, no fixed sedentary Profession!,

Robert Heine-Goldern 1ists the Kathodig among the

Primitive tribas of India

which have not been studieq, 2
T

als wderlines the urgenecy of studying them before the

Process of acculturation transforms them beyong Yecognition
T 'The Ratkarig:
2

by'A.H.Welling.
ernational Commi ttee on
Rasearch Hao. 3,

Bulletin of Int

Urgeéent
Anthropologicay Viena, 1940,
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and identification.

Stephen Fuchs c=zlls tgathodit! a sub—sec;ion of
Bhils.sr zaddon and xzne. call them Dravidiéﬁ.g‘iiv.Ferreira
opines !'the Katkardis still retained the traca&-of_ancieht
stock from which they originally ctemmed but they seel

to-day to indicate a considerable inter-mixture!s

TSTORICAL BACKGROUND:

The Xathodis are ihe seople of the nills and low
forests. They are nhabibuated to lead an unseﬁtledlife;
Kathodis ars a mino¥ group and have b?en Culturally,
isolated from their own fellovwmen leading = seﬁtledzlifg
in Maharashtra. Their heavy concentration at présénfkis
found iﬁ golaba, Thana and Xhandesh districts of Maharashtra.
™he migrated merbers of this tribe in Gujarat are mostly

from bordering villages of Whandesh district in Maharashtra.

According to Enthoven - "Phe Xathodis oX gatkaris
are a btribe of catachu makers, They are found chiefly in

that part of the western ghats which run through Thana

and Kolaba Districts. They are probably of Bail crigin

and are beldieved to have come from The North and to have

RLTL

originally settled in t&s_aujarat_Athvasi, the present
district of Surat, they have cJivision nemed Athavar to
- ]

this day.  In Rajasthan they are found in the interior

of . P&l asgiya, Kotra and Kazrwara tehsils of Udaipur

pistrict.™ The bterm tEatkarit! seens to be derived from

.
0
Jrd

3. The Katkarig: AR vation of the available Material,
By John v.,Ferreira, Journal of Socialnﬂesearch,Vol.V,
No.z,'segtember;1952, Ranchi.
L, Ihid.
5. Ibid.
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the Marathi 'Kat! .or 'Katn', i.s. catechu, the thickened
juice or Xhair tree, and 'Karnet, to make the whole
meaning "makers of Catechu", the original occupations of
the tribe still pursued Ly some of their members, The
term 'Kathodi' i1s similarly derived fromﬁKath.(Cafechu)
and védi_(a cake} which would give the meaning of'(éeliers
of} Cekes of Catechu. XKathodia is the Gujarati form of

Kathodi and is in use only in_Gujarat."6

Writing about Xathodi and Katkari'! in HYindu Tribes

and Castes, M.A.Sherring, describgs Kathodi as "An

aboriginal race of very diminutivé‘men,‘infesting the

hills and wilds of Horthern Konkani and known as Mail a
3heels, They are incorrigible robbers and highﬁé&méﬂ,“
pretending_td sell;fire—wood, forage charcoal énd-ﬁiid
honey, and to be willing to labour. They are of a low
caste and are not allowed to residS‘wi%hin'any village.
There is always great mortality among' them whenever ﬁhey
1'\.ac:ome imprisoned.” He further sayé that ™atkari inhabit
the Attavessy and Northern Xonkan., They are manufac turers
of catechu, which is produced hy the destructive distilla-
tion of the Khair tree. They also make charcoal, collect

gums, and froduently tzke service as farm helpers, though

in this they are inconst=nt, leaving their employment

without reason, =nd scme-times without wages. They are
? N

nomadic during the fine season, In the rains thev settle

€. Hindu Tribes and Castes, Vol.I By M.A.Sherring,
1883, p.325. ‘ '
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down in small huts near viilages, and cultivate gourds
of memy ¥inds, and some little ricse. "As soon as the
crops are housed they resort to the jungle and make
charcoal,ﬂ7

Aécprding to sarlisr Gazettesr of Tndia, K?th¢¢isf
Kaﬁka?is_;fe one of the earligsﬁ aboriginal tribsas,. _Tﬁéir
ﬁaiﬁ ;5nceﬁtra%iﬁn i2s in Thana, Nasik, Poona and Eolaba
district. The description of Kathoris in Nasik Gazettoer
runé'as folliows 3. #Katkaris originally immigrapts‘from
the Konkan, are a forest iribe, veryj small in nqmbgffand
seldom foupd_beyond-ﬁhe.limits of'tﬁe_sahyadris.- Sqﬁ%fid
and sickly looking they are the 1oyest.and strest of
Nagik forest tribes, Among some. of the least poverty
stricken the women draw a yugged shoulder cloth acrosSs
the breast, but go nzked to ths waist. They speakra'
corxupt Marathi using now =snd then some gujarati words.
They live_chiéfly on roots =znd hrerbs and eat almost every
xind of =animal including r=tas, pigs and?monkeys, not
scrﬁ@liug even to devour carcasses. ~Ten or fifteen years
ago Aan Lomeinseo encezprient of Ronthoris in Nadgaon was
attacked by an epidemic. T™hig they believe was a -
punishment for killing and e=ating ths sacred Hanuman
monlzeys on Mahade%s ill. They accordingly fled from
the cguntry snd are only now beginning to return in

small numbers. Though the using of bsef is said to be

Vol.TI, . L
7. The Tribes =nd Castss of agmbay,/By R.Z.Enthovsn,
1922 , PP.17C-182. ;

iy g’ ‘».-.J-.v
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forbidden, one branch of this tribe called Dhor Xatkaris
eat beef, dut are not fqr that reason treated as a
separate sub-qivigiog; _Eorest conservancy has put a
stop to their former craft of making cétéchu. Except a
'few catechn nakers in the neighbouring States, they
work as field labourers, or gather and sell fire-wood.
Their gods are chaide and Mhasoba but ghosts and demons,
bhuts end paishachs ars their fav§urite cbiects of
worship. They have no priests and themselves officiate
at mérrigge cercmonies. ﬁispute? are settled by council

appointed for the purpose, but the decision must be

. ‘ - . . LS
approved by a mags meeting of tribesmen,™’

‘According to Poona Gazetteer, "Katkaris or
Catechu mekers, are returned as numbering 1080 and are
found in Haveli, Maval, Junar, Khed end Poona. They are
not residenis of the district, but came from the‘Kbnkéh
to dig growd-nuts, and serve as a labourers from
October to May. They spend the rains.in_the Konkan,
They are one of the rudest and poorest tribes in
9

Wastern Indiz.?

POPULATIOQH ;

According to 1961 Census Report the total

population of Kathodi-Xatkari in India was 1,4L,260C.

8. Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Hasik,IBBﬁ, b.65.
9. Gazettzer of Bombay Presidency, Foona,188L,p.408,

—_ -




TABLE - T
The State-wise break-up of their Population is

as follows (1961),

1, Maharashtra 1,&0?672
2, Gujarat 2?358
3, Dadra Magay Haveli 1,005
L, Mysore 225

1,44,26@

The Statewise figures show ‘that the largest.
concentration of the Katho di-Xatkari is in MaharaShtra
State. In Maharashira they .are malnlyiconcentrated 1£
Kolaba, Thane, Pune and Nazhik disiricts. They are found
in Rajasthan also, but the total number of Kathodis in
Rajaethan is net aﬁailabie. "In Rajasthan at present the
Kathodis are renorted to dwell in Shehabad village of
Kotah d;strlct 2nd in scome wvillasges of Udalbur dlstrlct
Iz Udedpur aisérict they are reported to reside in Bodadar,
Jﬁda,'Saﬁija and Vas villages of Xoira tehsgil, 3ut in
the beginning they were brought in Badli and Mahdi villages

and from there they got ccattered cver 2 number of

1C.
villages, " ©

Kathodis are a minor tribal group in Gujarat.
According to earlier cencus of Xath or Catechu makers,
498 are found in the States to the 2ast and South~east

of Surat. In their talk they mix Marathi with Gujarati

10. Kathodis : A Study in Planned Change, - 'Tribe!,
Bulietin of the Trikal Reszarch’ Ins+1uute‘Ud aipur,
Vol.ITIT, March 1967, No.2, p.37. :
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words and have a story that they d:iginall& came -from
the neorth Konkan."11 Census of éaroda zlso recorded

that “Kathodia numbering 522, are found in *he. Navsari
District.n 2

TLBLE TIT

Decadewise Kathodi-Katkaris Population in Gujarat.

Year - | Numbers Percentage vérié;i;hs
T " over previouns decade.

; 1901 . Log
i 1911 - 522 f ﬁ.a_

1921 - |

1931 | -

1941 - -

1951 - J

1961 2,358 351.7
:: 1971 2,939 24,6

It is fegretable that sufficient yvear-wise data

is not available for Xathodi population in the State.
It is difficult, therefore, to indicate the trend of~ -
their pupulation. The figures of 19671 and 19?1marefv5:ﬁ
only comparable =snd it shows that during descade the

population of Kathodis increased by 24,6 per cent.

e B A AR 3 e a2 P A AT S

wiich means that the annual.rate of growth has been

b i 3

two and half per cent.

et A

i

11, -Gazettesr of Bombay Presidency,19C1,701,TX,
Pt.I, 7.319.,

12. R2port on the Csnsus .of 3aroda State,Chapt. XTI,
D.298,

AR R L




According to 1971 Census the population of-
V¥Kathodls in the State ig onily 2939 which ﬁcﬂstltutes
0.08 per «cent, of “thue tobal trlbal population” of th )
State. TFigures regarding their bopulation in the
different talukas as well =s districts of Gujarat.  as
enumerated at both 1961 and 1971 Census Have been
-provided in -tzble IIT:"-

TKBLE IIl

D15tr10t-w1se und tgluxq-w1se Xathodi Population,

District/ Population Populaélon fercentaée ; 4
Taluka . (1971) . (1961) variations oveér
‘ decad?.

Surat Dist. 1,652 1,542 i)

a) Mangrol 357 103 - 11.4

b) Songadh 151 ié% 10.2

¢) Nizar - 24l 381 - 35.9

d) 1 Wchhal 866 557 56,6

) Mandvi 22 25 - 12.0
"'f) Bardoli 12 ~ e

) meergacn S L3 =
Dgng_plsﬁ. 689 285 1417
Bhdruch Dist, 431 31l 37.3
'a)“Sagbara .538 267 éé;é

b} Nadol 11 - -

¢) Dediapada hé 10 283:3

d) Valia 36 35 2e9

PN ST W o o

£ L.
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District/ Populnticn Population Percentage
Taluka | (1971) (1961) variations over
: L~ _““decade,
Sabaikanitha 127 199 T - 36,2
bist.
a) Vijaynagar 15 147 - 14,9
b) Bayad 2 - -
¢) Modasa - 152 -
Yadodara(U)Dist, 7 - .
Panchméhal
Dist. - _ 6 18 - 66_.7
a) Sehra 2 5 =, )
b) Godnra - 18:.
Other Districts 2¥ " N
w2l .e:r..._.._?r...'-.:.._'-‘_.-.'l.."'-......_-._‘.la;.__-...'...:_'.‘.q.;;
Totaljg 24939 2,358 : 2hig

The above figures show that they are mostiy

concentrated in eastern districts of étate, pParticularly

Surat, Dang and Bharuch and to some'extent_in Sabarkantha
district. In other districts they are in very small

numbar, The Kathodig are Predominantiy rural community

as they are concentrated only in villages.,

1961-1971 decade. Thejir number went up by 1#2'per cent,
in ﬁdﬁg; by 37 per cent in Bharuch ang by'7 pér cent

in Surat district. 1n Sabarkantha their population has
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declined by 7 per cent. In 1961 ¢énsus the.pbpulation
of Xathodis was recorded in Modasa and Umbergaon talukas
‘but in 1971 Census the Kathodis were not £0und;in those

talukas,

EBARLY MIGRATION:

The Kathodis are reported to have been brought in
Gujarat from Maharashtra by some Bohra coniractors and
traders, for employing them as forest 1abourer$-f0¥_
making Katha from Xhair trees, BEbu and Bhurji Sheth of
Navapur village.and Sarafali Sheth of Chhota-Udepur |
persuaded somé .Kathodis families to.dg?art from theif
native place to seek fresh employment?in the forest of
Dang, Gandevi, and Chhota-Udepur. In beginning only.,
males came to the site of contract and worked in Xhair
forest. Mani Ghanchan of Vijaynagar Manal also brought
some Kathodimfémilies'fbrfmgﬁufacturing Katha 'in the

forest of Vijaynagar taluka of Sabarkantha district.

Generally they were employved duringiKa%hé geaﬁon
which used to last for ecight months in = fear i.e.
from Qctober to May. They retuyned to their native
pPlace when the Katha-scason waSZCVen. This seasonal
migration for pretty long time proved to be inconvenient
Tfor the Kathodis. They exprésged ﬁnwillingness to
conﬁinue,Aleaviﬁg fhéif"famil§-for suph a 1&ng péribdé
Seeing this, the,contractbfs”coaxed them to migrate

with their family. The migfanf families were assured

R oA N
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that they w;.ll Ny be, pi'ovided certaiii—‘v‘f‘i’i‘fiii?tia"s-‘;'? Upon
éh assurance Kat:xpd:.s mlgrated fram tnen:r nativen plaee

the beglnnlng they were emplqyed 1n,the ﬁanest of Dang,

RSy S

Gandevi, Songadn, Qh;qﬁa—Udeaufuéndi#%ﬁi§%§§dﬁﬁﬁ%aluka,~

LB __—._—_-};-n:-,..:

whe £é .:they wfmrked for n';“é agre.rations.-and P OOT - WEET "

et e T s0d ToAbssT¥  cowsovediy
d d',.ln ﬂ;bhe valm«impga"that cfbﬁdiiﬂtaibns

: __A_':gjm BRI o 211 ¢ X 4%t =W :

‘ ) ou‘IH‘ 1mpro;yef foi* t‘len ,a%nd the,_..:".ﬂ. P‘}fllﬂ%ﬁfa’ 1vmg£.m:',éim

A condltlonszwould get be&ier. 5 ‘ﬁ"“?ﬁ‘

ik | At pr‘ésent in Gugarat Sta?e t‘ae Kat’mdls are found

:" 1nv sdc?{veral %:roas. In Mangrol ahd - 'Uichha,l_talukas of

' .l s%%ﬁg gﬁ??r}ct in some: vlllages of Sagbara taluké“éf e

{ | ‘Bharuch district and in“some v:Llla.ges 'of Dang d:l.str:.et‘

( _: in South Gugarat Theyfire found in som- ,

i | -V%anqggar{1lluk1 of Smbarkantha dlStTlCu;

¢ 1 DEMO??APHquaATTgsﬂi:: Ty

{ ’ For present study sgix.: w:,llages from Dang dlstrlct,

.

‘ é _mSu;;ﬁrdlstrlct Sagbﬁfa téluka of Bharuch;dlst:;é»“uﬂwm”.

“o WETe ChOSST. - ..

* % Altogether 22 v111ages frem different-ars itore seXdctad.

ﬁ E In the selﬂcﬁeé villages“279 famllleﬂwéfsxﬂféodls were

': é- found ‘ Out of these. only 174 famllles (62 per cent )

. JE could be contacted as 105 famllles had migrated

‘ t tempq}’_arz.ly to some other place at the titie GFf investigation.

' :

( i

| .
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Area Name of the Total No.of Tostal No, of
(Tzluka) village. famjilies contac ted fami}ies:
Dang Timberthava 15 11

Jamala - 7 3

Himbarpada 17 15

Manmodi 10 6

Motéménuga. 12 8

Lahan Manuga _1o -] .

71 _ h8  (67.6)

TOTAL 3 279 178 (62,3)

(The figures in brackets show percentages),

f-. 5 - - A ,'- .
The area-wise distributign of the number of

households according to Persons both males and females,
together with their bercentages to total Population

has been given in table V.

TABLE V

Area-wisexpépulation

Area No.of Population Size of Percentage
(Taluka) House- Torsons Malos Females family . to total
holds Dgpulgtion.
Mangrol 33 198 97 101 630 20.8
U chhal 27 1l 82 62 LA 15, 1
Sagbara 25 11g 66 55 5.5 12.5
Vijaynagar U1 228 i1y 111 hgg 23.9
Dang L8 263 197 126 5.4 27.7
Total 174 | 952 k99 453 5.5 100.0
L
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The above figures show that the‘Kat@odi Qopulation
is unevenly distributed in different‘areas. out of the
952 persons of these 174 families 27.7 per cent x_'és:i.de"x
in Dang. 23,9 per cent reside in Vijaynagar, 20.8 per cent

reside in Mangrol, 15,1 per cent reside in - Uchhal and

12,5 per cent reside in Sagbara talukas.

The scx-wise break up of the bosulétion of
surveyed houscholds in different areas by broad age-
groups has been provided in table ¥T. An examination of
theso figures roveal that largest propoytion (46 per cent)
of population is found in 0-14 age groﬁb. The next
largest proportion is found in the age group of 15-3k
VEears (32 per cent)Aéﬁéhghe 1owest in the abee:SO age
group. Very old persons aged'ever_éO”ygars“form only !

3 per cent of the_fo%éiﬂzathodits §6§ulgtibn perhaps

owing to lower rate of éurvivaL amongst this:commuhity.

FAMILY PLANNING:

Generally spééking the Kathodis do not“have'any
inhibitibﬂﬁ?br,having more children. During the present
study maqyibf thé;“ﬁentioned_that they would 1ike to
have as maﬁ}Jas,§hildfen 28 their wives ‘could bear.
However, a few enlightenecd Kéthq@is‘in@ibated a desire
te limit their family'and_expreﬁse&itha?'it-qu better
to haye smzll size family so that there ﬁduld be less

‘mouths to feed within their limited poor incom 2. ™

PR Pl e s R N M TR
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In Dang and Vijaynagar taluka some persons. had efeﬁ
undergone vasectomy operation. TIn certain-areas, in
some cases, informants were reluctant to fu:nigh’
information due to the fear that they ﬁighf bé forced
to undergo vasectdmy_éperaf%on which would certainly

meke them sexually impotent,

PHYSICAL.APPEARANCE

Kathodis afe dark-~brown in colour, They are
medium %o full statured. Men are generally darker and -
slimmer. The women are generally stout looking but '
8lim in appearance. The physique ofjwomen3is;strcﬁé and
hardy, sc that they cén do hard work with ezse, Stephen
Fuchs have described about the;r physical chafactafistic
that "Theyrare slight in build and of medium hoight,
Their compléxion ié b:pwn tg very dark, wi#h deep-sunk
eyes, a shallow naéal Bfidge and full 1lips,. In,both:
seXes the hair is often curly, Their'physical appearance
would link them rather with South Indian Tribes;“lsm
According to Bombay Gazetteer "The Kathodis iike the
lowest of the early tribes, they =are small, hard-featured
and black. The men shave the head and grow a slight

straggling beard. The women dress their hair after

ciling it ang braiding it in a long f:i.:l.:t.a-ts!:.""1!l

13 A4boriginsl Trloes of India, by Stephen Fuchs, 1973,
P.196_97. .

14, Gazettser of Bombay Presidency, 1901 Vol.IX.Pt.T,
P.319.
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EDUCATION & LITERACY: &

According to 1971 Census}the_gerégntage of

1iteracy among ths Kdthodi is 2,8 per cent against

14,12 per cent among the+Scheduleq”fiiges'in the

State., - If males and feméies‘éfe'céﬁSiae:éd'

separately it is found that 4 per cent of the males

‘%d'only:1.6'per cent of females are literates,. ]

The corresponding figuxeés for Scheduled tribes of
the State as a whole are 11,09 per cent and 3.03

per cent respeptively. This would iﬁdicate how far
the Xathodis %ré'laggingiﬁéhind in tge field OfL
education,  particularly their womenffoik émonéiw
whom"hotVEVBﬁ two in one hundred is a iiterafe;
The talukawise literacy according to 1971 Census

is given in Table VII. The details of literacy

as reported in this study is presented in

Table VIIT.

NI St e RN R 2 T R 8
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Talukawise

TABLE VIT

Literacy by sex, (TQ?[).

. R 'Populafion Illiteraféf Vﬂiteréfe'-
DlStrlc‘t P. V Po Mo .FI P- M'
I Sabarkantha 127 126 73 53 T »1
3} Vijaynagar 125 857l sy L
b) Bayad T2 1 iy e 1
IT Surat 1652 ©16T1 77 83% by gy
a) Mangrol 357 345 173 172 12 12
b) Songadh 151 73&' 60 7h 17 =
c) Nizarﬁ 24y 240 118 132 L b
d) Uchchhal 866 858 U4g6 452 8, 8
e )Mandvi 22 22 10 12 - -
f) Bardoli 12 12 19 ‘2 - -
IIT Bharuch 531 h2h 219 213 i 7
a) Sagbara 338 334 169 155 hoooh
b} Nandod 11 9 3 é 2 2
¢) Dediapada 46 k6 24 2p - -
d} Valia 36 35 “¥5 20 11
Iv ﬁéngr‘ 689 658 321 1337 31 25
V  Vadodara 7 5 1 4 2 2

Urban) . -+
VI Panchmahal 6 & 5 1 . -
a) Shehra 6 6 5 1 - =
2312 1447 1465 2830 1388 1443 82 59

Source;, Census, Gujarat State, 1971,

Note: The literacy figures of
districts are not avaiil
in the table,

27 persons inhabited in other
able so it has not been given

g e e e
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TABLE VIIL

Literacy by sex (Field data)

Sr. - Educsational - Total

No. - standard Fersons - Males Females

1 Total population 952 kog 453

2  Tlliterates 860 (90.3) 430 (86.2) 430 (94.9)

Literates 92 9.7) 69 (1338) 23 (;537}

Primary upto IV 16 (17.04) 13 (18.8) 3 (13.0)

3

L

5 Secondary upto X 13 (1h.1) 10 (14.5) 3 (13.0)
6

7

Matriculate T {1,1) 1 1;5) .

School going 62 (67.4) 1 45 (65.2) 1y (74.0)

children

Figures in brackets indicate percentages,
‘ 17T . q I ) RN X £ R L n
3] tlets e2xr At avall sho- ST P -
~ qin v Lo,

|
i In view of the data presented in the Tahle VIIT

it is obvious that the ma jority of Xathodi population  is
iliiterate. oOut of 952 QerSOﬁs"survayed only 92 (9.7 per
cent) have been reported as literates. Of which 24 were
males, 6 adult females and 62 (45 boys ana 17 girls)
children, Cnly 13 males and 3 females could reach upto
standard Iv,'10 males and 3 females upto standard X and
one male was matriéﬁlaﬁe. The figures ihdicate that
literacy among Kathodi is for the most part coufined to
school going groups than perséons of advanced age. The

data collacted regarding school going children in the
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local village school shows that out of total 256
chi;drgp‘pf the sqh@oﬁéé&inéxggé;group'oﬁly 62
(2h;é‘§e£ cent) wore attending - ‘school at the ting éf
survey. The class-wise enrolment of the children is
given in Eable IX.

TABLE IX

Class-wise enrolment of school-going children by sex,

Sr; Class_‘ : Méie Female  Total "Pefcentage
No., - , -
1 T 12 10 22 55f6
2 I 11 3 14 22.6
3 ITT 6 3 s ! 1 .5
] Iv 9 1 10 16:1
5 v 3 . 3 k.8
6 VI 1 - 1 1.6
7 VII 2 - 2 3.2
8 VIII 1 - 1 1.6
Total; Ls 17 62 100.0

Tt is seen from tabie IX that out of total
school-going childrep 72.5 per cent were boys and
remaining were girls. oQut of 62 total children, 58
(9% per cent) children were studying in primary classes
(i.e. from 1 to v classes),

The educational performance was different in
different areas. 7Tn Dang out of 4o children in school -

going age 127 were aﬁtendiﬁg the schecol, Tn Vijaynagar

il

"

oM

i
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taluka, out of 36 children 20 were attending the school
and in Mangrol taluka only 4 children were attending the
scheol. But in ~ Tckhal and Sagbara taluka not a single

household was senling any of their children to school.

An enquiryiwag made among fthe Kathodi households
from differénﬁ;regiqns having children of'school‘going
area (7-14) about their attendance in the school, and the
reasons for theix non—attendancpjwere investigated, iqut
of the houscholds mentioned poverty as the mainh;eaécn for
not sending them to school, Among éhe Kathoq;s ﬁoth”
husband and wife work %o make both ends meet and as such
they prefer their school~going children to look after
! 7‘ the young ones left behind by the‘parents while gqing_

4

| to work. Even they put them to the school they have to

{ discontinue them when they set out for seasoﬁal work

T

outside, In some casds a few children had jéined school

i for sometime but gave up their studies for one reason or

other. The rcasons for discontinuation of studies were
also enguired inteo, In conc heouschold a . girl of 17 vears
age discontinued her studices after passing X standard
and got employment in an Ashram school. Her father

stated thot he was willing to give further education to

TS N R T o O A NG e

his daughter but the Matter did not teke any imterest in

further studies, Similarly in ancthex houschold a2 girl

BTSRRI

(v 7y of 16 vears age discontinued her studies after passing

P IR

final examinzation and found cmployment zs a teacher in

{
r.&hhzmma.ﬁ

~
N
£
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the local kindergaffen (balwadi\. She was compelled to
discontinue her. studles because her mcther dld not 11ke
to send her outside the village for further studies.
In another case a boy of 15 yvears of age disconﬁinued
his studies after passing VIII standard and got éﬁplb&ment
2s a Beatguard in forest department; -His brothei whﬁ;ié
also his guardien and working zs a Forester in Forest
Deopartment believes that 'his brother has better prospects
in that employment!. He, likewise ofhers; belidves that
the formal cducation is not necessar&'fﬁx earning of a
livelihood. It appears that Xathodis, in ge#era}; do hot
grasp the benefits of educaticn and pfefer to 1%v§ the
life which they think thay are Qestiﬁed to lead. For
them there is mno practical utility of the type of

aducation imparted in the village schools.

A _ T S— . - r T uwﬁ:" ol il L a L L wam"—r
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GHAPTER - IT

THE MATERIAL LIFE

HABITATION AND DWELLINGS:

Duying fielq investigaﬁion not a single village
was found which was exclusively inljabitea by Kathodis.
They gehexally live in muliti-caste mixed viliages,
Their .sg'lttlement;ss are generally located either on
% the cutskirts or ‘in one corner of the villages In
i some cases they reside in =a separate hamlet of theéir

own group whlch is referveﬁ to by the name of the

1Kuthodivas* In most of thu v111ages Tathodls
Q settlement are loceated on the outsklrts cf the village,
] The other triba;ggrpups in +the villaga-feél_Superior
j to the Kathodiswand keep minimunm contacf Wi;h them
i unless necessitated by circumstances because of living

together in the wvillage. This status differentiations
| is also supported by the scparate settlement of the
XKathodis. The Kathodis cn account of the#r abject
pcverty take their low status for granted. But in
day-to~day life all these tribal communities do not
know any strain of mutusl animosity inspite of their

; lower hierarchial position in the village.

¢
"Formerly the Kathodis chose their settlemoents
in the forest to suit their convenience by selecting
a spot that promised good hunting or tillage, and

leaving it as convenience dictated. ZEven to the

e —
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present day. ah:égiEQQE; or sickness occasionally
includes thédgeosie_qf:émﬁédi to vacate it and settle
elsewhere in ﬁﬁé-ﬁeiéﬁﬁééfhaé&%g;Thé}r setilements are
known as Xatavadi. =~ BEvery Vadi is hé#ing a hecadman
called -Naik who is- the social hHead of the community
and _:‘Ls-:—:L.-:-sj‘_-‘.isted--by,r;‘v.".,I{“ax'b}:l.ei.r‘:i."''or'}‘-'1‘21::1%1:'311"'_F Kathodis
settlements are usually situated either on forest-land
or wasteland of the wvillage. In Vijaynagar faluka
,heixksettlements are found on the fringe of forest.
Some times they select .2 site neay a rivulet or a river.
.Those haying:land, secured after waékiﬁg for a loﬁg
term. with the landlord, would raise thdir homestead
in the field itself. :But there are sofic Kathodis, who
have a settled life, prefer’to stay in village itself.
Kathodi familics who migrate to foreést coupe or outside
the region, raise a temporary hut and dismantle it when
the work is over, The families then return ﬁo;their
original home. . It needs ‘to be stressed here that
though the Xathodis lead mostly ‘an unsettled life,
meintain ties with their péternal-villagéslm’But as
most of them d6 not .own their own houses, they are
many 2 times ojected by other communitics.
A -Kathodi settlement is compact. The huts are
clustered together and not seattered.. The X~thodi

. huts. are of mud. dubbed walls (Karvi) with a peaked

i .. Maharashtra State Gazoctéeor, Kolaba District,
pp. 18k-185,

SRR T
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roof thatched with palm leaves of grass. In some
huts the roofs are suppoxrtaed by bamboo columns,
Usually the hutment consists of one Toom approximately
15'x10" or 12'x8' which is ugsed by the whele Tamily
for the purpose of living, sleeping, cooking and
eating, There is only one door in the hut and
therce are ne windows or ventilators, The doors are
made out of bamboo splitg. Usually the cattle sheds
are atﬁached to the hﬁ#% and moétly%tﬁe'living'fbém'
is‘uggd_aé ;gttle shed., In so%e cases, cattle sheds
sqé@ed-tg'ﬁ;ve been erected sé?aratelf ﬁéargtheir
huts.r Iﬁ some ﬁreas such as in Daﬁgs and'vijajﬁagar

taluka a few kuthodl housesiappeared.to be well-built

and of falrly larger size, Such hbuses are made of

superior mat rlals so much so that the: Karvi walls

and thétéﬁed ioofoﬁpve beon replaced by:mud walls and
tiled roé%tl Tﬁexﬁiiés aré‘g%ﬁerally prepared by the
leccal ébttefs. éé%é Kéfﬁodirfahiiies are also
reported tb‘hgﬁé”méde tiles at home. fThus, tho bambeo,
palm 1eaves and Karvi ferm the building mhterial for
the-éﬁthOdl huts whlch is collﬂcted from the forest..
with the perm1551en of Forest'officcrs. Sonetlnes

they brlng these materlils without obtﬁlnlng any. ..

perm;SSlon. All the. Meﬁbers ¢f the family, meﬁ,”

wqmen and child ren Dart1c1aate ‘in’ 1"a::.s:l.ng Shiidand

accompllsh the task;ﬁitﬁin a fow days. The close ¥ins
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help each other while constructing their huts, A Xathodi
house deces not have a clean lock. TInside the hut, the
things are rargly well arrangeé and are found lying

here and there. Generally, their dwéllingg_speak of

their poor and miserable living conditions,

While constructing the house the first rite they
perform is to place a cocconut and sonme grains'of rice
bound in a piece of white cloth at the, top of the
Centrallpillar to ward eof the effect”;f‘evil eyes and
it is ngt removed till the completion of the work. 1In
Mota Malunga wvillage in Dangs the hoﬁses for the
tribélﬁﬁepulation are constructed under the Dang
Cooperative Housing Scheme, Heroto every house has a
spacious living room with a closed verandah and the
walls are made of bamboo splits and,plaétered with
mud, while the roofs are of Manglore tiles. Three
Kathodi femilies in this village have such houses, The
details of housing conditions of the surveyed houschold

ara gliven in Table .
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oot Details of Honﬁingﬁeﬁﬁ&ifiaﬁs.

EYEASEC . = e

Véonditign e 7 Ho,of. Percentage of

__Household -total household.

TYPGS Of TIal l 51 _ 7(_ flad

o ghlior. grass 1ok TR L 59,7

Mud Wall 70 . ho.3
7L 100.90.

;Thatcﬁedgradf:* ?hB B - 6h;973
‘Country btiled. zbof ¢ T 5y 32,7

‘Mangalore tiléd réof oy L 2l

Kcocoms Inside.

Single -~ all purpose
room for both
household . members,

..and gattle 166 o5l

Two rooms - Qe
another £6r cattle 8 . k.6
( " 7k . 100.0.

véntilation

Nc Ventilation 170 95, 6

Ventilaté&*(bne e ¢ _
window inside) SR L b

gy ‘100.0

e m et e e e e e o T e e e e e e e e el T B e oy e i -




28

The above data reveals that the grass and bamboo

split walls are found;tovbe most common along with a
good number of houses W1th mnd walls. 1In regard to the

.

types of roof; roof thatched with grass was nost COMEIOoNn

but the use of country tlled roof is also fairly wide,

THOUSEHOLP GOODS.

‘The Kathodis have very few belongings in their
Jones, eig.”few'aluminium utensils andvearﬁhefn wares,

sleeplng mats: made of jute or date-palm leaves, bamboo

e e

cots, tin made 1amp or lantern, grlndlmg stone, fishing
nets and ome oxr two earthern graln blns,J;Most"of'the
2ousehold do not possess cots, because mostly they sieep

on the gioundg

DRESS AND ORNAMENTS:

;Tﬁe dreee-efeKathodi male is varj&éiﬁﬁié. In
nast, Katﬁede males used %o wearieyfpangotl'(a square
piece:of cloth passed sver the waist cord and dravwn
between the legs tlghtly and tucked behlnd); Nowadays
they use dhoti which covers the waletidown~to thighs,
ioaving the rest of the body complotely bare, Their
women in paat dld not,wear any cloth on thelr upper
bedy. Greée lly they began to wear clothes and new
cover their upper body toc. To day Kathod1 males wear
short dhoti and shirt, growq up children prefer to *L
Wear . irousers anéwéhigts. Kathodi women dress with

the traditional 'Saree! in distinct style, very similar
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to that of tra&itiénal Mghgrashtrién women, This piece
6%_sqyeegis ¢alled {ﬁhadki?. Evép‘tb day many Kathodi
x,&a:'né‘n___qg T S il bilgus'.e’.a, A few educated girls

p;£ pp%frocks'of;skirts and bleuse, The children are
ﬁdsﬁly;;lleclad. Children upto the age of six usually

go about naked. Some children put on banyan and langoti.

-Use of fqgtgwear'ié rare, Only_apfew edu%dféﬁxboys‘and

girls wear rubber slippers.' Durlng 1nvest1gat10n it
was seen that most kathodis are not always. found 1n
cleanfdress. Povarty does. not allow them to keep many

setsriof cloth s or wash. the ciothes regularly. én

average1xathod1 male or female cannot buy more than '

one.dhoti, ohe phadki Q?.one shitt in_a year,

The ka.hodl women ars too poor, to have anyrgold
or silver?ornamegts? Glass ban gles ‘and bead necklaces
are_-in ﬁbﬁmog;usaég. Very few women wear metal
bangles, - Tﬁé'mdsﬁugommon ofnaﬁénts put pn.byigathodi
women are YSak1i! (a chain ofJgIésé'b;adé),_!Jumka'
(earrings»offbrééé), glass bangles and 'Kaggzs(anklef)f
Some‘gynﬂments‘iike 'Kada! aﬂe-gdiﬁé out'oﬁ Tashion
and these'daﬁs”oﬁiy-elderly women are seen wearing
them. The men-folk do not put om any ormament, Most
of the ornaments are menufactured by .the artisans in
nearby towns and are pufchaseﬁlfxqm them directly, or
in the wezkly markets'ffbm fh§ itinerant'£radér§.
Tattooing onhthe;varipué'parts_qfwthe'bodﬁ igpé way

of decoration for the Kathodi males and fémalesg




The Kathodi women get tattooed on hand, arm, foct, wrist,

cheek ahd’ forehead.- Men usually et the tm*t001ng done

.-

on the forehead and arms.l Some men,have thélr own

names’ tattooed on thelr forearﬂs.; Some old kuthOdl women
informed that the tattoo HaTks ‘protect them from being-
pﬁnlsned by the acco 1ices of Yam;,:the Lnrd of Death,.

The tattbo:ng work is donu in the weekly market,

Edéb AND. NOUBISE&ENT:

-.m

Most of the kathodls do not get a square meal in
_a,day. In fact it ds: not, easy to def¥ne thelr staple
food becnuse 1t dlffers frcm season to séascr. lee_”w
nost of the trlbals the Kathodlé aras also non-vegetarlans.

éccordlng to Gazatteer of. the Bombay Pra51dency, "They

j,J_:l.ve chlefly on roots and herbs. 3031de porridge and

ﬂakes of the coarse gralns, they eqt almost all animals,

;“he hcrso, ‘the as&; the cat and the dog they'w1 1 not

cat, hnd they refuse the flesh of am anlmals found dead. z

The?staple‘fobd of %athodixis Chappatis_which may be
prepared either from.maize, or jowar, or nagliy. or Banti.
Sometimes they‘prepare a-jowar gruel called M"Bhadku"

aftenr bo111ng the Joway flour, when the quantity . .of

jowar is less, e ]

Kathodis hunt arfd’ £ish in support of theiv main

bccupation”anﬁ collect herbs and wild fruits and roots

‘to’ supplcement their diet, They ars  fond of meat, and

eét flesh of aniﬁélé}'with_the'éxceptibn'bf cow end

32 Gazetteur of chbay PrOaldOHCY,19O1 Gﬁjafét
Pepulationl,vel.IX, Part I, p5.219-320.
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the brown-faced monkey. They hunt snd eat fish, hare,

nonkey, wild cqcks,.dgbrﬂahd.a variety of birﬁhs,buf

‘this hés-ﬁowzbecome;diffiéhlt guektO'déforestation

and the fésé?vation,of”féréé£;. From:éﬁﬁﬁer to the
_qlqse of monsoon, theY“eééhwhatever is easily available
in the. forest. Fruits such as bor and guller, wedild
roots such as Kadva Kanda (wild onion) a kind of
poisonous tuber,wild flowers and even grains of wild

grass such as 'Saval'., To eat the Xadva Xanda they

first cut it into circular pieces and put thém in a

§ . . ®

basket, The basket is soaked in water for the whole
night. Next morning it is washed and boiled with

fresh water, tho beiled stuff is eaten with nc other
ingredient except salt. 1In rziny season they also

éat green leaves of'Kardai! (Carthamus tinctorius)

and 'Ambadi! (Habiscvs cannabinus)., 3ut by and large
most of the Kathodi families are passing days without
sufficient and wholesome food. Most of the X=athodis

do not use milk. They do not consume milk and any milk
products., Cows are not milched for getting milk. Even
small children arc not given milk to drink. Use of tea
is not common although many of them_occasionally taste

it when they visit the market place.

According to earlier writers, such as Sherring
and Stephen Fuehs, the Xethcedis a2re fond of drinking

liquor. But during the field investigaticn they denied
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that they were specia}lylfond_of liquor oxr addicted
to the same. 1In fact, they don't appear %o be liquor
addicts. Since they are extremely poér, it is beyond

their means to buy liquor off and,on.




_ CHAPTER . III

THE BCONOMY OF KATHODIS

As stated earlier the Kathodis derive their namo
from traditional occupation of making Katha from Khair
trees., But during the. fisld investigation it came to -
light that the occupation of Gatechuémaking is no longer

pursued as a means of regular iivelihood.

.The Kathodis now fiainly ldepend on agricultural
labour and forest Labour. The major part of their
income is derived from these two sources, Agriculture

p:ovides a subsidiary cccupation. They supplement their

‘economy hy many activities like, hunting, fishing, cattle

_grazing :and collecting forest produces., The mixture of

multifarious ways of making livelihcod show their
restless hunt to ecope up with the bare requirements for

existence. ~In an earlier ‘account, it has been reported

~that "many of them are eméloyed as field labourers

while other extract catechu from Khair tree, collect

fuel and other jungle produce which they sell in the
villages and markets. . They also cut treocs and make
charcoal. The thinly forestéd hills do not yield suffici-
ent food fQ? them and thus they arce often forced to
supglgment:their-1ivelihood‘by committing petty thefts

in the fields and houses. Buft they nco longer possess
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the daring to commit serious robberies,"”

TRADITIONAL 00CUPATIO§§:

On being intervigwgdlﬁhe%ﬁatpoqgs ngported that

they were brought to GuJarat in the early Dart of this

cantuqy by some Bohra Forest Contractovs for employlng

them as forest labourers to make Katha fron the Khair

trees.; The Bohra contractors could persuade some

families of‘Kathodls in Mahurashtrp to leave their natlve

"J.L.

place to seek fresh employment in the forest of Danﬂs,

..t_‘_A__ . - B ‘
BigE i I

Gandev1, Bansda and thota—Udcaur whlch were hev1ng

abundant Khalr trees. In the beglnnlng only Hele worlire:

mlgrated who used to rfturn to thelr .:ﬁive places;after

v By ' s

thé Katha season was over. ““But izter 6B thav ﬁfoﬁghﬁ%ii
their“}ZMllleS as the contractor assured thon rany other't:
f;01iit1éé;: In tho beglnnlng thcy were enployed in tne
forest areaé of.Dangs,JSagbara, Bﬂnsda, Chrota —Udepur
and Vlgaynagar talukas. The nanufacturlng process of
Katha is descrlbed in the earlier quetteer of " Baroda

)

State as follo’ws é

ﬂ?herKathodls w&o drnw the thh or uatechu: teSt
whe ther the Khair trge (Accac1a catechu) Wlll pay to
cut, by n;klng a small notch in its hoart~wood. Treces

between 25 to 30 y nrs old are best sulted for the

manufactu:e ‘ _anqrare said to yleld more or less Xath

1 Aborlglnal Trlbus of Indla by Stcahur Fuch ,ﬁ975Q
p.196




accordlng to the number of thin. whlte llnes in the

heart-wood._ The mcr, citer reHOV1ng all the _sapwood

and 11tt1e ef 2 heart woad cut it 1nto thin chips
tabout =Y squhre ‘inch in s;ze. These ChlpS are boiled

. in swall earthen pots w1th wmter. When sufflclently

cnarged Nlth Kath: the water is poured 1nto two pots,

and allowad tb go on bolllng.: Tn° 1nfu51on in the

two pots 15 poured 1nto a Wooden trough, one yard

1ong and elghteen 110h=s broad and.a woman strains

it through a plece of blanket about a, foot sguare,

"Sltt1ng on the ground she dlps ‘the blanket 1nto the -

infusion, stir it about and holdlng it as. hlgh as sher

can, wrlngs 1t 1nto a. trough, Tﬂls Drocess goes on
about- two houxs, aften whlch tﬁé trough is covered
with a 11d of spllt bambooa and the sendiment is
allowed -to subsidé. The water is then poured off-and’
the‘ﬁ;iﬁﬁ;ut into small cakes and 1eft ébi&ﬁy. ‘The'
people employed in catechu—makih%ﬁargiéaiiédlKathgaisi
The whole process is mamnaged by their wonicn,: On
acéounﬁlof the des'truction cansed to treces Kath-
manufacturer has lately been stopped in the Navsari

foresta. e

The conditions of the Kathodis ‘deteriorated
when thu p“oportlon of Khalr tree started dw1nd11ng

fast and theso poor peopl0 were 1°ft at the end of

2.  Gazetteer of Baroda State, Vol. I,ueneral
Information,” by Hago Bahadur(ﬁuvlndbhgi HiDesai
& A.3B.Clarke;. 1923, p.63,
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their resources. According to the Annual’ Admimistration
Report for the.Dangs{fof'194Q—h6 "The'Khair‘trees'Wefe'in
ebundance in the Darngs but they came to be destroyed on
a . large scale on account of Kath manufacture, It is
reported that in one year, as meny as 75 catechu kilns
were licenced -at ab_m'ﬁ_: Rs, 10 per Xiln, resulting in

n3

wholesales des 'brufc‘.tion“..

At present catechu meking has been given up by the
p‘fi%}:w'té small manﬁfécfﬁféi:'s"because, the ﬁ;ro .'Kath
factories were started at Ragp:mla and Vyara. 'Thiis-ha_é
resultod in 1arge scale unemplovment for the Kathod:.
1abourers engaged on Kath making, and the‘y were compelled
to take up any labour WOrk :Lf a.nd when available in the
are'a. ' Lack of alternat:.ve Work of durable nature prov:l.d:mg
regular earning a11 the year round resulted 3.1:1 further
i%?ovéfi.éhﬁién':fe e Ie e vat Ton conditions.

buring the course of field inve_stigati_on it came
to lighl: rlfhé..t cértainr K=thodis of older generation knew
the tcc‘nnique- of.Ka-tha_malkil'xg but the persons of present
geoneration have been -zfo:{‘lncl to have lost'-fh@ knowledge of
this technique.

~ORKING FORCE:

The :.E'ollowing"" table gives the brezk-up of the

work ers :»mongr' Kathodis by sex as per 1961 cerisus :

3 Gujara‘tl Sta\te E azett er, Dangs D:Lstr:.ct Dy Dr.
5.D.Patel, 1971, p.247.
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TABLE XI

Working Population by sex as per 1961 Census,

Population Workers

Persons Males ' Females Persons ~Males 2 Fémﬁ1es

A REZ 713 263%%
(toc.0) {50.17) (49.83) (57.80) (60 27) (55 40)

{The figures in brackets show the perceﬂtagGS).

E It can be seen from the- abows flgures fhat out
of 2358 persons, 1364, oxr in o%her words 57 8 per cent
are workers. It is observed that when compared W1th
workers among the scheduled tribe in the State as a,
whole (53 72 per cent) the percentage among the Kathodls
is sllghtly more, As regards the sex—w1se break-up of
workers, 713 or 60 27 per cent. of the total 1183 males
and 651 of 55.40 per cent of the total 1175 females |
among thé Kaéhédis are workers. :th of 1364 worﬁéié
from the?totél population of 2358, 651 are females..
The ratiblofﬁ%éﬁales to males in case of workers is
21:100, that'is} there are 91rfemél9 ﬁo:kers to 150(
male workers.. It is evid;nt that'quitelé large number

of Kathodi_womeﬁ h@&e_to work along with their males.

HaV%ﬁg discusse& the-sexrra#io of the Kathodis
earning population it will be useful to give some ide=a
about the distribution of Kathodi workers engaged in
different industrial categories as stated in the 1961

Census data (see table XII).
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It can be seen from the table XIT that the

largest proportion or rather a sizeable bulk of their

working population (72 per cent) is engagéd as agricul..sal

labourer and forest labourer, (21.33 per cent in forestry
and allled. activities. and- 50.73 per cent as agricultural
labourers). Theé next category in order of numerical
strength is cultivation which accounts for 21.04 per ccnt.
The Kathodi workers are:also.engaged in the other four::

industrial categoriss but theﬁe,'in comparison to the -

categories discussed above, their number ig igsiginificant.

One point whmch needs empha51s here is that the 1argest
proporition of male as. well as female workers are engaged
as agricultural labourers. But the percentaga of

cultlvators and agrlcultural 1abourers among the females

is hlgher than that of the malcs.

WORKING POPULATINN:

The distribution of workers by age as derived

from households surveyed is given in table XT1T.

TABLE XIIT

Age-wise.  Working Population

Sr. Aga . -~ " Population .. N "Percentagoe
No. Category Males FemaLes _Total tg tpe total
1 0 - 1h 72 (21, 8) 54 (18 7) 126 20.3

2 15 - 3k 154 (46.5) 152 (52.6) 306 49,k

3 35 - 59 98 (29.6) 78 (2649): 176 28.4

4 60 & above 7 (2.1) 5 (1.8) 12 1.9

TOTAL: 331 (100.0) 289(100.0) 620 100.0

-t
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SorrEDy

According to our findings, 620 persons out of the
total 942 were actively engaged in some -ecoriomic activities
or in. other words. out of 100, 60 persons were engaged in
some kind of economic activities. _Of these, 331 or 53.4
per cent were males while 289 or 46.6 per cent fomales.
70qt.o$5620 Workers,:289 were females. ”The'ratio of females
to males in.case of ‘workers was-87;100 that is there were
87 females to. 100 male . workers.,  In some age grdnp\thé

‘pPexcentage of working population was ésrh@gh'ﬁs 99 ?er pént.

' DIVISION OF LABOUR:

| Men and won;n are equul partners in economlc I
activztles, both agrlcultural and forest work, The '
Womern- .1 ;fe thoroughly ECQLalﬂtEG with all aspects of the
forest life and help their husband in forest In forest
labour, the man plays a more 1mnortant role tﬁan the
woman, .. He cuts the hamboo, finishes it and leweds it at
both ends and .binds it into a bundle. Women halp their
men in the forest labour by fetgh;ng'bamboo down from the
top of the hill where it is. cut., Yomen lock after their
household dutles,'tend chlldren, prepare food and purchase
food materlal from the vlllage Shop.l’doﬁen also grind
maize, 5owar and Nagll.‘;ﬂomen‘and children go out Tor
gatherlng-forest produce. and latter‘they'ﬁasp, clean and

dry it in order to make it suitable for sale,
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ECONOMIC_LIFE

A détaileg study of economic life was conducted
in two areas viz. vijaynagar taluka in Sabarkantha
'District and pangs District where the population of
Kathodis. 18 1n good numbers. The households were
1nterv1ewed w1th the help of a structured questmonnalre
Whlch .sought data onrvarlous varlableslrelating to their
socio-economlc condltlons. The households were.asked

to supply these data for 197h 75 agricultural year.

There are no big landhélders in- Kathodis. - An
a#eraée“hoﬁsehcldrownﬂd just 1itt1e over three'acres of
land, In fact there were only six households having
moxe fhanfB:acres of- land. Dlstrlbutlon of operatlohal
iand holding by‘holding groups is given in table XIVv.

TABLE XIV

Distribution of Operaticnal Land Holdlng BE
Householas by Holding Group. ..

LT

qudlng _No.of .Percent- owvned Percent- Pey

Group .. house- age of land — age of. hqpsehéld
‘(acres) . holds. total (acres) owned owned
7 . . house:—- ' N land- 7. la.lld.
holds.’ ’
Landless = k2  b6.6 = =n "L
0.01 -2.5 19 21,1 27.35  18.7 1.13
2,51 « 5 23 25.5 . 83.17  56.8 3.25
over 5 6 6.8 35.27 24,5 5.38

Totaly . 90 100.0 146,39 100.0 3,02
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The figures in the above table show that nearly
50 per cent 8f hoﬁseholds were landless., @f the total
land holding households 21 per cent housecholds owned 19
ver cent of land as against 26 per cent who owned 57
per cent and 7'pér cent households owning 1/l4th of total
land. It is éiég iﬁteresting to note that all the
households in'fijaynagar taluka obtained land from
Bhoomidan while houssholds in other districts reported
that lands were inherited from ancestors., There were
only 6 households having more than 5 £c§es'of'1and. The
biggest 1and holdlng recorded is 16, 21 acres. The

smallest holding owned by a houschold is 0 24 acres. jﬁ

The average 1and holding for-these 48 households comes

to only 3.02 acres, It is obv1ous.that none'of tho
Kathodi’ household has enough- land, to support it from
cultlvatlon alcne. That ig why, as mﬂntloned in the
preceding Dages, the Kathodi families supplemynt their
agrlcultural income by pursuing several other cccupaticns
such as forest 1abour,'agricu1tura1 labour, charcoal.
makingiand cther casual. labour which have been'discusseg

1ater.i.h_

*+AGRICULTURE: .

All the 22 v111ages amder study have reported
rocky land with only a thin 1ayer of 5011 ‘annd this
make cultivation very difficult. ‘Irrlgatlon facilities,

too, are almost nil, and the.land is not quite
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hospitable to agriculture,. It is therefore, not
surpriéing that the yield is eXxtremely low, In
absenéehof irrigation facilities, cultivation is
almost rain fed;  and maJor portlon of land is
sown to Kharlf crop during the rains, Kathodls
usually grow inferior. food-gralns such as Nagll,
Kodra and Bantl.' Maize and Jowar are grown in

small area in’ Mangrol and Sagbara talukas and in

some Dlaces in Vijaynagar taluka. ' The coarse varlety

s
=
f .‘

of paddy and ground nut are grown in Dangs - district
_and pulses 11ke ‘Tar, Udad are sown seplrately or

as . mlxed crops. Most of the Kathodis do: not
ucﬁltivateﬂrahi season crops. Somé of thosge who
raise crops 1n rabl season do not: get sufflclent
yleld ‘because. of poor texture of ‘the 5011 ;nd tnelr
prlmltlve method of cultlvation. Landﬂls tilled by
bulloéks.;_gut¥§he type ofaplbugh is: very lnfe?ior,
bullggks{qrerweak and ill fed and furrowing.léinot
”"done:-irlte:,ls_ively. After they propare the land for
cuTtlvatlon they sow Nagli, Banti, Malze;qnd Jowar
by broadqast;ng seeds on land. . They de not clean
theirélapd‘thor;ughiyfbefore cultlvatlon and weeding
‘is_not:doné intéfﬁitﬁehflyrgntil the harvest. out
of<48;1apd hélding fﬁmilies,119‘families have
bullocks, 11 have oné. pqlr of bullocks and 7 have

one bullock, Those who have one bul]ock only,

N B ’-
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seck the coopgration of their relatives or friends and
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borrow}angtper“bullock for the time being. 'They do not
find any difficulty in such borrowing; “The families
without bullocks hire bullocks either from their nou-
Kathqqi_fellcw agriculturists or from.the-other tribal
neighbours in the'Villagé. A palr of bullock can be
hired at tho rate of Rs.7/- per day. It was seen that
a fow Kathodi familiés who had no bullock or ploughs,
prepared -Land manuﬁlly with the help’of hoes. _?h%y

‘are helped by their wives and chlldren in hoe-cultivation.

fKathoai “"do not generally use menures but those
having cattle use coﬁduﬁg as manure, No one reported
use of chemical fertilizers though some of them scem to

be aware of its”ﬁée. It seems beyond thg;x, means to

buy chemical fertillzers 1nd pesticides,

The thhodls st111 use 'deshi' (local)seeds. No
one has adopted 1mproved variety of seeds such as hybrid
maize andjjoﬁar. One of the resson for not -using
improﬁed:;ééd;.is'their incapability to buy them on cash
payment from the village cooperative sociedy. ‘No irriga-
ticn facilities are available in the villages under
investigétioﬁ. In abéence of these facilities, the
average :yiéld-per acre is very low. - Though agriculture
is the sec rdﬂry occupatlon of these people, they earn

very 11tt1e from this work, so they manifest very little

1ntereSu in improving thelr agriculture,.
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- ANIMAI, HUSBANDRY: -

::Sqme Kathodis keep cows, goats aﬁd»sheep;
0u€~0f390 families surveyed 52 were keeping domestic
animals, During the survey investigéfion a census
of cattle and poultry was undertaken and it was
found that altogether the 1§veﬁtobkfnumber9d 159.

The Tigures given in table ﬁVrshow§ithat on an
éve¥ége each hqpéehold has neariy‘SIdQ@estic;1ivestock

‘inciuding chickens.

The figures in table Xﬁ ré;eais that 19
_hdﬁsehoids owﬁ@d jj bullocks{ 1? ﬁdﬁséhplds owned
iih6 heads of éé&s gﬁé gcats aﬁ@;?ﬁ hbuﬁéholds owned
8c pouitry ﬁirdsét Though Kagﬂﬁﬂig qﬁn these dairy
and p;ﬁltry; pr@éﬁicali} noféﬁq§m§ is derived from
these sources, and only iﬁ c;sé of emergency some
poultry or goat is sold to maqt;aire naeeds of

cash monef. Cows arq_kept with.the explicit
purpose of getting bullocké'to;be used in their

farming.
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FOREST ECONOMY;& - | £ iy

AY

-As mentloned earller, the Kauhodls, sy and

1afge,'de§ nd . on. agrlculuure 1abour. Thus, 1t can be

safely assumed that +helr Drlmavy occupation is'i
agricultural labour work. They 150 flnd emjloyment
in forest coups Where cuttlﬂg or other oberaulbns are

o
¢

in progress.

e ;-

Labour work in thes.forest 15 avallable to them

3 It

for & mo“ths,zfrom—Novemoa$ to Fearuary. The forest
-iéboﬁr cooperatives in the arsa undertake-b;mooo -
collection and charcoalyman?gacture on loase ;ram

the Government and: givs- Waloyme t to tne trlnal
iéﬁbﬁrers. Kathodis £ind work with the fgrest‘
ﬁcdéﬁgraﬁives in ' Vyara, . Songadh, ﬁﬁngrol and Gandevi
:bfélukas. Foregst lzbour lncludes felllng wnd fetchlng
of bamboo and other . timber troes, charcoal maiting and

Uacklnv of bamboos. ThHus, there are tqrge types of

fcréét.labouf;~

1, Bambdo cutting
T2, Trees: felling,. and.
3. Charcbal making.
1. Bamboo Cutting:

A“bambbo,'after;being cut from the rcot, is
levellsd at Both ends with an axe and all such bamboos

are tied into a bundle., - -Alpmost =11 the Kathodi
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families live at the workisig:-place till the operation is

over and make temporafxlyegidgpce in the forest. Their
ﬁomen'aﬁd cﬁiidren also%hélp thgm.ihfthis work, Thg
avergge incémé per man from forest labour work is Bs.120/-
to Bs.125/- per month. Thus, the income of the household
raépéh&é upon the number of persons. in_the houschold. The
Kathodis work in forest on iabppchontract basis, that is
to say, that if they work more they earn more. They are
not bound to work forréhe wholeJday,” The rate of payment

are per hundred bamboos and vary according to the size
of the bamboo. If a Kathodi cuts 100 bamboos of 20-25

feet he ge#ka;Bd/-.éhd?for'1667§amﬁoo§ of 15-20 feet

he gets Rs. 20/~ and fdrr{OO‘ﬁémboo below 15 feet he gets
45+ 15/=,;- These rates are fixed by the forest labour
cooperative'éogiety;” Thg person enéaged in bawb?o cuttigg_
works from 7 -z.m. foxirﬁ.h. aﬁd aéé;n_frqp 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
.The c@pacityﬁbfwwofkﬂpé;ﬁﬁaﬁ ;;% aay_isho to 56 bamboos
of all sizes., Thuas a Kéﬁhodileakns_ﬁs.ﬁ/- per day and

his average income in a montﬁmis 3;.520/— as the average
number of working-dafs in é-montﬂ:is about 20. Their
income is highe? than that of thgée who arce engaged in
charcoal mzaking.,

2. Tre=s Cutting:

The Kathodis are alsdrengaged in cutting and
- .sizing of wood of different trées..‘The.rate of

sizing per metre 18 fixed.




The rates vary according to the type of wood.

- If.a Kathodi sizes one metre of Shisham wood (Dalbergia
1atifolia) he gets $¢2hf5onaha for one metre of teak
wood (Tectonn grandis)'ho gété‘m.19—95 and for one
metre of 5al wood (Apcrosallnd 1eywna) he gets only
Bse 7=95. According to the 1nformat10n glvéﬁdby them
one man with one helper can size one metre of lesham
'o? Teak wood in two. days. 'Thus normally,oné man earﬁs
&46/- per day. For Sal wood oné-man”can.do cne motre
in onec day. Tth, he' gets % 8/« per day.' In this
manner, One san w1th ‘one helner carns k.ZOO/— one
man with two heipers earns %. 50/— znd two ' Tmen with
two helpers @a?ns $=500/—ﬁp9r montgf But this sorth

6f;wprk.is not aVailablefregﬁiérly.

3. Char Coal Makingys

puring field.investigation it has been found
that 5 families have been enggged in{charccai making.
Kathodis are considered very expert in charcecal
making. - They do not get the work of charcocal making
regularly as it iqﬂavailab;g én;y for two to three
mocnths. For charcoal makinéaéﬁfire family has to
make tempecrary residence; at the work site. The.
Kathodi family lives at tne slte £ill the woxk is
ocver. The perscns engaged ou'chafcoal moking earn
Bs. 300 to h,500 in three nnnths. The techrique of

charcoal making as dGSCleGd-OY them is =zs given below:
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- derierally fﬁénfrees_are fe11ed after harvest
and' cut into logs of 3! to‘h!':_i-n_ 1engt_h'and arranged
in a.pilé.  The pile may beo sﬁéll of big one. The
actual work of charcoal making start 1 to 112 months
after cutting the trees, They manufacturs charcoal by
closed burning technique. First, three big stones are
kept on the ground touching one another, keeping an

opening on one side like that of a chulah. The cut

logs are then arranged vertically into kiln around these
5 - S '

r

-stones,onegafter another in a slightly slanting position
.round and rbuhd,-keépihg the opening intact to facilitate
kindling.  After arranging the cut legs they are covered

_with hay . at the togrénd alsg on all the sides, except

at the opeming which is at the bottom,

A thick.1ayerm¢£;dryﬁearth*£s thén spread at the
top and also along the sides of the kiln. The kiln is
fhen kindled by inserting burning chips attached to a
bamboo pole, from the opening at the bottom, and once

the logs inside are found to have caught fire the bamboo

'is withdrawn and the opening is sealed by arranging logs

against it and spreading hay and-dry’earth thereon, If
smoke is found omitting from any part of the kiln while
it is bu;ﬁing, it is sealed by spreading dxy carth om
the spot. iThe kiln is allowed to burn from one week
. fortnight, during which period. a cons tant watch

is necessary to see that no outsids air is allowed
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tq get: in and therefore to seal the holes from which

TP smoke 1s found emlttlng. Thereafte;, water is
'gpread on live charCCal. The kiln is then dismantled

panwiﬁhé charcoal is collected with the help of rake,

.end:Pfilled’” 1n gunny bass, ready for marketing,
. o

FOREST PRODUGT$

Another magor sﬁurce of -income -to Kathodi

famllles 1sfg3ther1ng qnd selllng of minor forest

J..

““produces,” Tﬁls work’supodrts them in two ‘ways;

£ flIStlY: i% glves them some scope for carning cash

by Y2

:L'rcomd and sucondly 1t ;s a-source to.get sub51u1 ary

fcod by collectlng edlble lL“VOS and W11d rocts.

TR apd 3 ""...,

The Kathodis gather Gum, Hon ey, Karangla-

(Domggnla, glabra), mahuva,iwhlte musall, utc. which

they sell to- the “local” trader or in a nearby v111age.

Gum 1s sold at: %-3/--per'Kg.; honey 1t k 5/— par Xg.,

ﬂomaganla glabra at E,0575" per kg. ﬂnd whlte musll

:

_ at k b/~ pex Kg. - Young boys Tk vlrls and some

tlmes elderly persons o to the forest for collectlng

of the for st Drodueéo in the mornlng and they return

in the_nvenlng. Sone tlnes they sell forest produces

éorget money ér excnangu the forest produce against
food artlcles,and.other provisicns., They also collect
tendu (diospyros Tomentcsa) leaves used in rolling bidi.
In Vadpada village of Mangrol taluka a Bidi Contractor

was giving thoem B.2/- for a bundle of one hundred
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+4éndu leaves. The plucking of tendﬁgleaves starts in
May and-bontiﬁﬁeé*fiilfﬁhe“féin:séfs in. in rainy season
they consume, tgadva; kgnda' a wild tuber. And also the
tender parts of the stem of the paim tree are eaten by
the Kathodis: Like most of the tribals the Kathodis are
also non-vegetarian. Fbr§§$;givgs;thém opportunity to
hunt and eat,fish,,hare, monlkey, deer, wild pig, and a
Variety.of birds. This has now become difficult due to
deforegtationrand-tge npservatioﬂ”oﬁ~foréstg Forests
provide the Kathodis with the timber %o support roofs and
walls of their houses, grass, karvi and leaves for
thatching. Kathodis also bring 1oads of fire wood from
the jungle. A head load of fire wood is sold at around
ns,00,75 to the village traders. Selling of fire wocd
nas.to be done very secretly as it is' illegal te bring

fire wood other than:for one's cwn ticusehold usec.

AGRICULTURAL 1LABOUR:

As mentioned earlier, a large portion_of the
T%ofking population among the Xathodi males is engaged
fn'agriﬁultﬁral iabour. There ars fwo fypes‘of
Eég;icﬁltufél 1abourers: (i) the daily wage labourers
and (ii) attached ééricultural 1ab0ur§rs; ﬁajority of
the Xathodis are daily wage 1aboure:s._fhey are usually
engaged in soma spaecific agricultural cperations, viz.
sowing, weeding oY harvesting, and ars paid in cash

or kind. The wages as worked out in cash are
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_Bs. 1.50 £q7é;oo per,day}for an adult man.. The daily
wagﬂs of women range from Re 1 tQ ?s;1;25 each,
whlle chlldren are 3a1d Ro. 1/- or Ro,0; 7% ‘paise each

S per day.i Be31dﬁs wagcs in cas& labourers are given
e - ﬁho mld day meal (only two Rotlﬂs}. ”hus@tha'abérage
1ncomu per man per sezso{ from agrlcultural labour
ié ound %.70/-4 Some tlmes th oy are paid a wage
of 1 to 1, 5 kllos of food grnlns per day.. They are
rﬂqulred to work for 9 hours on such mesagre’ wage.
-2 But nany K t10d15 stutmd tpgt the practlge &f giving
wage in- klnd 1s now being dlscouraged by the cultiva-
tors for the very reascn that th.‘ prices of food

:;gralns are on .increase day by day. The- work of

- agTicul tural iabour is Seasonal and avallable durlng

T

Kharlf season only, jq;b

In VlJaynagar TaYuka most of the young Kathodl
girls were found to be worklng in the Kampas.h5 Some

W

. chime employment of XKathodi girls ralse Some 5001a1
prcblem. Some 6f the. unscrupulous employers, forest

ieontractors and their henchmen tzko undue advaﬂtége

5f ‘the édongﬁic distress prevailing among the tribals
and'coﬁééQuéhtly'cés es of u31ng tne young K= thodi

woren By‘tqelr masters for sexual plcasure are not

;quomﬁSﬁ;- Ther were 7 persons engaged as permanently

L4 7The wdfd 'Kanpa' is der1Ved from the word Camp!,
There are ovor 200 Kampas or Camps in this district,

.fModﬁrn tools and techriiques are employed in these
Xampas for incrceased . arrlcultur°1 Production. The
existence of 'Kampas' is the dlstlngulshlng feature
of the agricultural 2conorty of this district,
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nttached 1abourer. One from Dangs and two each from

‘“Sagbara, Mangrol and VlJaynagar Talukas. ﬁnder this
systen the laﬁourer entéré 1nto a contract with the
landowner for.éne Year. The attached agrlcultural
_1abourefs-1n-1leu of thelr services get m.100/— per
annum; ané hells prov1ded wlth two neals and bidies
wdally by the ﬂmployer. ‘3051des, hé gets one pair of

clothes 1n a year. As there 1s a 11m1tnd scope for
Veméloyment in the villa#e 1uself,.many,Kathbdls have
 m1grated to othermaroas. in Surat, Bulsar and Dangs
.dlstrlcts, 3 males have gene to Vals;@, 2 to Vapi, 3 to
Ukal and 2 to Nasik. All of them are engagcd as
nagrlcultural 1abourers in crchards of Mango, Chlckoo

and Orange., 4All of them have taken thelr famllles

along with themn.

CATTLE GRAZING:

5

Durlng fleld 1nvest1gat10n it has been found that
tﬁero were two to three thhoils in almost every surveyed
“v1llaées who wnrked.ﬂs éowherds. All of theﬁzdepend
entlrely on thls Job throughout the year.' The usual
QPt;es“of a coWherd are to graze and wntd& cattle from
?ornigggtégevgniqg: The.rewuneratlon for ﬁhls Job
vques from qrea_to‘areé; The general ofaétlce is to
-:vlve one ROtl& fer evgri two Qatt;es 1n ttm; nornlng as
:wéllhgsA;n'Fheevgnlngr.For one Cﬂttle only‘one Rotla

“§s - givén in the moining. Besides:Rétlaﬁsonle,employers
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give a small quantity of Dail cr vegetables also, In

certain areas the rem@ge;%tign.is giyen in cash. The
,;ates are fi;ed for different types of cattle, One
gets Re.1/~ for each cow, Rs.1.50 for each buffalo

Iy

and Rs,0.50 for each goat per month.

SERVICES
During field investigation six persons have
been found doing different salaried job. ?wqjgi:}s
have been workiné asTeacheggl;onelin‘Ashrém Shala
~‘and one in a village panchayat sphgo1, one youth was
working as a Foreste;, #wqigngegtguards and two as
Surveyvors in Forest.Depaxtmenﬁa,All thesg persons
be;qnged tq_Dangs area, Apart from Dangs, net a
single person has béeﬁ found in any kind of salaried
jobs in other areas, . o
From thegsurvey:of qccupatiogal dg?a of the
Kathodis it appearsAthgt though they)havg,,to some
extent, taken to agriculture and forest iabgur and
some other occupat;ons:the transition has net been
smooth or adequate,_ During earlier stage of
transition many“KatQQdi.found #hemselves unab;g
to pick up new avenues of livelillood and as

mentioned earlier, scme took up a life of crime.
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DIMENSION OF POVERTY:

In the case of Xathodis, a painful and -grim
reality éf starvation emerges for nearly the entire
Tcommuniﬁy as“all of them arerfa; below the accepted
‘poverty ‘line., The nationally accepted miﬁimum;level
of 11v1ng postulates a momnthly per caplta consumer

expenditure of Bs. 20/~ at 1960-61 prlces whlch works
out to about $.60/- per capita per month at 197&»75
prices, All the (100 per cent) Kathodls households are
below the ooverty llne,.lncludlng even tnose households

whiéh have more than_5tacr¢spof land.,

Nearly 90% of households covered %n this study-
have reéort;d period“of-starvation. Stérvatian repor¥ting
household 1s deflned as ‘a Household members starved”
throughout the day- (1.e.‘mlssed both the meals) for
some days and in addition, missed one-meal-a-day for
some more days durlng some cther part of the year. 95%
households of landleSa and small farmers each, 91%
households of marglnal farmers and 50% households with
more than flve acres of 1and.reported periods of
starvation. The details of starvinérhduseholds are

given in table XVT,.
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HECOUSEHOLD INCOME PATTERN

It is obvious from thé'figures given in table
XVI that of the income an avé?age hoﬁsehold'eérned,
a large propor%ioﬁ (¥%.1 per cent) was obtained from
agricultural and forsst wages, Anothexr. 23 per cent was
earned from cultivation;,mainly in Kharif sééson;r The
share of cazmming frdﬁ salaried Jjob Wasfalsd_gubstantial

{27 per cent){but the share from forest produe was

very meagre (legs th;n 5 per cent\ Further, an average
landlﬂss_worker and,a marginal farm worker earned as
low a5_$.4?7/— per.annum fyomwparticlpatlonfln galnful
activities. Against this, their Fellow workers in the

helding . group of 2 51 to 5 00 acres land and over 5-

acres earned M.760/- and R, 1, 428/~ per annum resnectlvely.

Finally, anhual per capita income was the 1east for
landless and marginal farm households (&.96/~) followed

by small férm‘families (rs.126/-). (ééertéble XVII).

QUALITY AND LEVEL OF CONSUMPTION

Consumptisn of all items, particulariy food is
pitiably low among the Kathodis. They_ea# wha%ever is
readily aﬁailéble, from farm prgduced;boérse_grains to
edible leéves when nothing else‘is.aéaii;ble,‘and thris

is the norm rather than a departure during some parts

of the year for a majority of households. The incidence

of starvation is particularlyv hlgh during summer and

monscon, When the 1§rd9r is full Kothodis usually eat

e
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e
By o

thrice a day. Kathodig:eay_'notlas' made of Magli.
-(fagi) around ﬁid noﬁn)aqduiﬁ_thé evening, Generally
'Rotlas' are eaféﬁuwiﬁh Tur! or Udad dal and green,
chillies if- availablje. If dal is not available, it is
substltutod by 'Chatnlf =a. ch1111 521t paste nlxed
w1th a.leafy green plant ca 1ledH'Asola'.' Ocqasiongll?
they also eat grecen plant 'Karadi! (carthamus,g”
tinctorius) and  'Ambadi! (hipig;are Gapnabinﬁs);;Thése
who ﬂave land are generally_ﬁétter fed. They consume .

maize, rice and a vegetable,.

The ;attern of consumption is examined in
table XIX for individual items.'fhe table reveals
that‘foremésf items for expenditure in the economic
life of Kathodi is food. "of the total household
expenditure nearly 76 per cent is éﬁent on food,
After food, the next important itemé”i;.qlothes on
which 2 sizeable expenditure is incurred by an
average Kathodi houschold., Consumption of food items
varied from one category of houschold to another,
gfhé pbr ca plta amnual expenditure on food has ‘been
Rs. 74 among the households with holdlng upto 2,5 zcres
as agalnst k.9& and Bs. 161 respectively among
household with holdings upto 5 acres of land and

over 5 acres,
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TABLE XTX

Annual Housechold Expenditure by Operational Holdings
*(fer Capita Annual Expéenditure : Rs.)

$ri . Items A1l  Land 01 to 2.51 to oOver 5
" No,. Groups less 2.5 5,00 -

1 Cereal & 86.6 < 73.6  7h.2 94,0  161.4"
Pul ses vﬂ?“

2 Vegetabies 203 1,6 208 219 k.2

3 Fish; Meat, 2,1 1.6 1.9 2.4 U

4 Milk,Gheo, 1.8 0.8 1.4 2,k 5.0
0il '

5 Salty Spices, 3.3 2.5 3. 2. .6 3.5
Sugar & Gurx R

6 Tobacco 1,9 1,7 2.0 2.1 2.6

8 Fuel . o )
(K.Oil) 0.6 Oal‘ 0’.'_'7_ 0.8 1.0

9 Clothing 10.1 7.4 8.8 11i8 21,8

10 zEducation 0.5 2 0,2 0.6 3.4

11 Social 0.9 1.0 0.6 1.3 2.6
ceremonies

12 Others 1.6 1.0 1.1 1.8 L, L
Totals: 114.2 93.7 - 99,0 127.4 217.6




TABLE XX

(Per‘Hougéﬁéid Annual Bxpenditure : Rs.)

MSEQ%f?iféms__ - £1  Dland- 6.1 to 2.5 o over 5
No. - .- Gzoups less 245 5.0 | -

1 Qefeal & AT4.3. 384.4  3TTS 568.2 104944
lPulses )

2 TVegetables. 125 8,2  10.1  18:0 27.4

3 Fish,Meat, ~ 11.8 8.9  10.4 147 2643
Eggs ' '

4 Salt,Spices; " 1845 43,1 16.T  28.2 2343
Sugar & Gur - cT ] i i

5 MiTk,Ghee,0il 9.7 43 7.6 4544 328
6 Tobasco .- 10T BB S10.3 1246 1646
7 aloohol - 13.9 1048, 13eT 167 2343
e aA,Fuél'(ﬁldii) 3.6 2.4 30T 4.9 646
9 Clothing T 55.4 38T 45.2  Ti.T. 141,97
16 Baucatiom .« v 2.8 0«2 T3 3.6 © 92,5
11 Soéiél o ‘ R
Ceremonics 5.2 2.7 Be? T8 16.6
12 Others 8.9 6.0 5.7 1.4 28,3

— et R s -

COTAL...  629.1 4BB.8 5054 T73.2 144D
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TABLE XXT
Distribution of Househcld Expenditure by Operational
Heolding.
Holding Né.of‘ Perh7'f'r . Percentage share of Diff, sources,
Groups - House-. Household Home Kind Market
(acres) holds - expendl—*“ ‘Produce . wages  purchases,
. ‘ tuie s s
LandTess k2. 14888 0.9- 8.9 80.2
0-1 - 2,5 19 505.3 40,7 7.7 5.6
2.51° - 5,0 23 773.2  hh,2 5.0 50.8
over 5,00 6. 1414,8 30. 4% 7.7 61,9
——1-;-——_—.._—I.r.—-.e._-*_n__—'o.._.._...,..__—_-'L. ——————— ‘-—-'- ———————
TOTAL: 90 627. 1 27.5 11,3 61,2

In terms.of moﬁéy the annual axpeﬁélture of
Kathndls on food was, &.474 per household In addition
to'.food, a household spentﬁannually on anuaverage Bs. 55
on clothlng, B 5 on*3001a1 ceremoriies and.&.3 on education,
The share of expendlture on variolus 1tems varled from one
holdlng group to another (see table XX) The share of
farm produce in th1s consumptlon was 27.5 per cent and
that of other saurces as follows : - Wages ;nvkind 11,3
per cent, and market purchasecs 61,2 per cent. The share

of each of these sources varied from one holding group

to another (see table XXI).

» 465
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INDEBTEDNESS

T4BLE XXIX

Per Household Aﬁnual Qutstanding debt by operational

heolding.:
Holding No.of Average  putstanding
Gréup borrowing outstanding  debt per
” R hecuséholds debt *(E{s,) ' ‘indebted
(acres) for all houssheld,
surveyed .
heuseholds.
Laendless L 12 126
C.1 - 2.5 4 23 T S 109
S 2,5t 5,0 0 ¢ 8 iy "6 o 1ok
over 5.0 ¢ 2 52 156
Totaty 18 S ag C 6

The:figurqs;show,that out of total 90
.households surveyed, 20 per cent or 18 families

reported indebtedness. Tue avarage. debt; of surveyed

households, works out to 85, 23/-. Leooking dinto the
|Jﬁ  5 distribution: of familices of different land size

({ = groups szmd their corresponding, range-of debt it is

fpundﬁthatithe-familieS‘of the lowest land holding
group incurred lowest gmoun?;ci,dppt. Again,. the
families having more than 2{5'acres land incurred
more debt. All household incurred debt for the
npurpose of meeting household expenditure} The
major borrowing was in kind and fer hofisehold

sxpenditure, Comparatively few Xzthodis are reported
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1

_on.foéd-and_drink~and nominally on clothes.
wquiﬁg ~hard and after pooling -their carnings from
‘different sources they are unable to mect the basic

minimum needs of their families. ; |

66
to suffer from indebtedness ma@niy bébagse nobody likes

to lend them meney because of ti 2irp boverty, uncertain

employment and meagre “tangible assets., Two cases of

attached labour have been reaorted in Mangrol taluka.

;Two Kathodi ‘youth haye’ taken 2 loan 6 f ' Bs. 250/=.two years

wage. of‘Re 1/— per day,

CONCLUSION :

Bconomically, the Kathodls live an uncertaln

iife. Most of them are neot able to make both ends meet,

mﬁe 1ncone of the - Kathodls 1s so 1ow that it i

CAC oSEs

[ds] sustaln 1ife uniess supplenenfed b

8 inadequate

¥y free goods in the
"hape of edibie 1eaves and roots available free of cost

;rom the forests, Incomes are not only low but ars so

Lluctuatlng that they aiwayq reflect a“iérge degree of

uncertainty in their Zife, The Kathodis mainly spend

Inspite of




CHAPTER IV

SQQIAL"WORGANIﬁK&ibN

The Kathodi?J}iyiﬁgMih:Gﬁjafat are scattered
ifi" five districts viz, Sabarkantha, Bharuch, Surat,
Valsad and Dang. Their migration to ali these
areas did not occur at_the same time and not only
vfrom'ﬂaharaéhtra alone, ©Foxr instance, the Kothodis
“in Vijaynagér taluka in Sabérkantha district have
come from Ambavi, Ambasa and Daiya villages of
Rajésthan. Formerly, these people were not used

to sﬁayﬁpéxmgnently”ét-one pléce bzcause the
merchants andgthe-éontfactbférused to_take_them.to
different »nlaces for Katha‘e#ﬁréction woxk. They
used to move to the places having Xhair trees from
which they extracted Katha, Hence, it seems that
they have settlad in different areas of Gujarat

at diffexgnt times. Tracing the history of kher
settlement of 174 families in Gujarat, itrwgs found
that these families continued to come to Gujarat

at different -times as thoey were brﬁﬁght ﬁainly by
the contractors, who employea fhem to extract Katha
in different forest areas. The following table
shows the period of their migration in different

parts of Gujarat,
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TABLE XYTIIE

Distribution of household by length of residence
in different areas.

5 6 to 1 % 21 to 31 to 51 to Above
Area yvears 10 20 30 ° 50 75 75 Total
years . . years years Years years years
Mangrol 2 o 9 6 12 - = 33
Uchhal - 1 = 2 13 11 . 27
Vijaynagar 2 - b 1 12 22 - Lt
Saghara 4 4 2 1 13 1 - 25
- ;
Dang’ i - - - 33 -1 3 L8
Total; 77 ¢ g 15 1o 83 L5 3 174

‘It can be scdn from teble XXTIT théf\MB‘fﬁﬁiliés.

have settled'fecently. While appfoximatelyﬁhS per cent

of the total families have settied here durlng the 1ast
30 to 50 vezars and 25 per cont have been staylng herc -
for two to three generations. Only three families have
been staying here from more than 75:Yééfs; iooking to
these figuTes, it becomes apparenfttﬁaf Kzthodis are
not original inhzbitants of this State but have migratoed
from Mahérashtra'region and'in’coﬁrée of time aéopted
the State as their homeland,

We find a referencc of the Xatkari with the

Xathedis in the census reports, accordlrg to which

the Kathodi =nd the Katkari both constitute ons and




the same tribe., Their occupation too, in not much
distant past, was just the same. But the methods
of Kétha—gxtragtion by Kathodi and Xatkari were
different. According to the information given by
the Kathodis staying at Nangrol thejﬁatkarlq extrac;ed
black katha  and they used blg earthen vessel for the
extractlon prccéss, while: ‘the Kathodls, use@ small L
carthen vessel and extractod whlte katha. But in-
Gujarat they had been given Z new name‘l.e;.xéthodis
°by‘the Bohras'ﬁerchants who.brqﬁght them here, 1In B
fact in Baroda censuS—Report.o£_¥§21, e e A
been?réfeffed to as "Ka¢hodiéﬁ thoh implied a ;
'-tdé:i'é'gat'ory connot,ation._Th_eix"___r_xum‘ber is much moré- ..
in_ﬁéharashtra ﬁhanJinﬁGujarat; Several-refe;eﬁces“
are a#ailable about the kathodié?stéying in .
Mahgréshtra and it}seems that-thére;might be having
various groups. But we‘did ﬁéﬁafind_anyMreferenpe
indicating that Kathodis and Katkaris are two
separate érdﬁpg; The references available are

about the Katkaris whose pgofeésion is of Katha-
extraction. - They have come in'Gﬁjarat f;om'the_
same area znd therefore i‘b;segms"‘"fllat the Xathodi
and the Katkari are the tworpaﬁés of one and the
same group of people. According to Enthoven

'Kathodia is the Gujarati form of Kathodi and is

: 1
in use only in Gujzerat.! L .

1 The Tribes and Castes of Borbay,Vol.II, by
®.E.Enthoven, 1922, pp.170-182, o
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The Kathodis are divided inteo two main divisions,
namely;. the Maratha (Son) and Dhor. The Son or Maratha
Kathedis do nmot cat beef and are 3llowed to enter into
the-hCuses'of other tribal groups.: The Dhors are
considered degraded as they have been reported to cat
carcasses, The two divisions do not inter—marry and
interdine.“,Accordigg to Sherring "tHere.arc two divisions
of the Xathodis, (i) Dhor Kathodis and (i) Maratha (Son)
Kathodis, and they are sub-divided-imtoivarious'clans,
such as - 1, Helamxvgf Powar, 3.?Gosavi£ k, Jadav, 5.
Sindhi,n? He has éhown the settlement of the Dhor
Kathodis in Thena district and of Son Kathodis in Xolaeba
district, Enthoven notes "there are five endogamous
divisions of- the Xatkaris~Kathodis. (1) Athvar, (2) Dhedq,
(3) Bhor, (L4).Son or Maratha ana (5) vasap. As the Son
or Maratha Kathefis do not eat cows! flesh' they are
allowed to draw water at the village well and. to enter
Kunbi's houses =nd sscred shrines, The Dhors cat cows'
flesh and like the Mahars, are held to be impure,

Athvars are looked down as inferior by the Son Xatharig.
Dher is commonly supposed fto mean cattle-ecating and Son
either golden red !'Sanskrit 'Sherit! or foreign (Dravadian

Son of Sona)Ba

2 "Hindu Tribes and Castes” Vol.II by M.A.Sherring,1883,
P.zoj. . ) :r

3 The Tribes a=nd Castes of Bowbay, Vol.1I1I, by R.E.
Enthowven, 1922, pp.170-182,




Both the earlier wrlters refer to the Son
‘Kath9§?§ufndrthe.Dnor hauhodls;j But the group of
Kathodls whlch we llnd in Gujarat’ is the groun of
Dhor Kathodls because these Xathodis are repecrted
to eét the carcasses of cattle, and in main they
have migrated into Gujavat from’xhandash'wb%ch nas.

bean the country of Dhor Katﬁod;s. Durlng the fleld

1nvestignt10n in Dangs d15+r10t it was learnt that
there have been two groups in the Kathodls, (1) the

bl v KchOdls and (2) the Bhil Knthoals.u“ih

_wharﬁ were ‘the Bhil Kathodls. Bgt oylginally these
Bhil Kethodis were the Dhor Kathodis. There they
nave ﬂpgh living in the Bhil's villages and as the .
3hils have also'bgéﬁ reported te eat the cattle-meat,
they grédualiy get identi#ied with the Bhils of Dangs

and as 2 result they got the suffix '8hil? bsfore

their commanity name. In other areas of the State

we find Dhor Kathodis only.

-sr FAMILY AND XINSHIP:
Kathodis are patrilinsal (iaé. 1ineage is

traceq through the father who is thu v1rtua1 head of

amily) and patrileocal(i.e, the girl, after narrlage,
goes to stay at her husbandts house) Anong Xathodis
eldest son inherits fathar's proverty. All the family

memoers bear the surname of the father. If the head
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of the family<is of 'Pgwap',gotra, 211 the women and all
the family members of the.family affix the word 'Pawar!
at the end of théi; names, In . case of the girls, they

adopt the gotra of her husband after getting married,

In order to ga;n:somécinsighﬁ in the matter of
the size, typeﬁéndlpqﬁpxeﬁef ébﬁ;osition of the family
anong the Kathodis the relevant data have bsen ccllected
frbﬁ ;he surveyed households in different areas. The

afeéwise type of houscholds are given in table XEIV.

TABLE XXIV

Area-wise Type of Households.

Total No.of Joint Nuclear Total Size of

,j&_.frea: ) Households . persons family.
WangTol 33 21 12 188 5.7
Uckhal 27 18 9 1l 5.3
Vijaynagax 41 36 5 228 545
Saghava 25 21 4 119 4.8
Dang L8 30 18 263 5.4

Totals 17h 126 L8- bz 5.5
(100.0) (72.4)  (27.6)

Note: The figures in brackets show the percentages of
total households.

f+4 ccn be scen from the above table that cut of
total 174 households as many as 126 (72 per cent) families
are of jdint'type while the nuclear families constitute

28 per cent of the total. The figures given in table XAV
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also indicate that the size of family varies from
oneé area to another, the average size being 5.5 for

Kathodis of all areas.

TABLE XXV

‘Distribution of Houscholds according to size.

Size of Households.

oGE Sﬁéilirﬁégium Large Very large Total
'f;3:7‘l_u;6 __7=9 _a?gvgryl =
Mangrol / 5 16 ?0 ' 2 33
Uchhal R 15" 5 i 27
Vi jaynagar 7 18 16 .- 41
sagbara 6 14  5 = 25
Dang. 12 L. w21 .. 13 2 L8
Totals 36 8k h9'“ 5 1774

(20.7) (u8.3) (28.2) (2.8) (100.0)

Hote: The figures in birackets show percentagaes tvo
total housgeholds,

It is sbvious from the above table that of
the 174 houscholds nearly h;if are composaed of bL-6
members. Househclds having 1-3 members and 7-9
members form 20.7 and 28.2 per cent respectively.
Families in the biggest size group wiﬁh more than 9

members account for only 2.8 per coent,

Teking inte comsideration the nature of the
composition of the families, the follcwing types

have besn chservaed i
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(1) Husband, wife and;unmarrfgd'children, (2)"
Husband, wife and unmarried children and f%ﬁherfmother,
(3) Brother—sister,Vfathe?fmﬁfﬁé:, maffié&iﬁndm
unmg?ried cpiégrenjﬂ (ﬁ)“ﬁighé;iky;dowﬁ,1mérried,personsh
théiéré;nS'én& déughtéfs (S)FFafhé; (Widower), married
son, his wife and their children, (6) Widow and
unmarried children, (7) Father-mother, ugmag?ied
children. and Father's sister{s children, (8):ﬁether—

mother, married daughter, her husband and their children.

CLAﬂj.ORGANISATIGN;

Tf#glﬁathodis are sub—divided‘intd'several
exogamous.gotras or clans. During. the couréé of field
investigation following gotra ﬁavé"bepngfound among
the Kathodis of Gujarat. The clan-wise distribution
of houSEholdéiiﬁlQi?ferent arcas are g£§en in table

AVI
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TABLE XVI

Distribution of househelds atcording to clan,-

- Area : — — - Total

Clan Mangrol Uchhal Vijaynaggr.ﬂ%ggbqra'Dang”-
( Nayak 12 e . 5 o . 22
1 Vagher 14 14 2l 17 - 69
: Gangada 3 - 3 - _ ”6
' Bhil 1 = - - - 1
, Koiznd 1 - = i _ 1
(: Dhum 2 - - i - o I
1' Pawaxy - 9” = ' N 13' 21
;' Savra - 1 - 2 12 15
* Chavda - - L -, _ 4
‘L Mukanaya - ‘;: - - %6 10
(3 Gavit » ~ e - | 3 | s
J Dewve - = - _ .”1 }
I Mighal ) - = - B -3b 3
' Xaver - - - - 1 1
£ Lakhan - - - - 3. 3
; y Not know% - - 10. E = - 10
Total® 33 27 L1 25 L8 174

A1l the 174 families of Kathodis covered are
divided into 15 exogarnious gotras (?atrilineageé).'These
cotras are of eXogamous character which means that as a
rule a peréon cannot toke =z wifé'from the same gotra

to which he belongs. Sherring, in the earlier account




has referred to the pPrevailing gotra system of the
Kathodis duriﬁé&%hatfperiod and records 5 gotras of Dhor

.Lcw&arls -in Maharashtra, viz., (1) Helam, (2} POwar,

-W(BJ*GOSEV1, (4) Jadav and (5) Sindﬂl-Snme of these

gotiras are. -also found today amorg the Kathedis of
Gujarat, The names of these gotras sound Marathi and
the dialect which 15 5poken by KatJndls in Gujarat

resemhles Marathl.

Locking at tﬁéigotra—wise families aboge, it

seams that gotras like Nayak and Vagher are found

- .everywhere eXcept Dangs and the number of families

pelonging to these two gotras is Quite large, The
gotras which have been referred to by Sharriﬁg are

also f;und-here. It seems that the Kathqgis right
have adopted the"gotras of the other neighppuring
tribes due te the culture contact in the,;ast 75 vears,
4s for example, the Kathodis of Yijaynagar:Mahal might
have adopted the'Chayda‘gotra from the neighbouring
Garasia tribe of the Sabarkantha region. Similariy

the Xathodis in Surat district scem to have adop ted the
gotras like Gavit, Dhum, Konkni, Naik =and Bhil f rom

their tribal nelighbours in the arca. Thus they might

have continued to go on =adding to their criginal

list of gotras due to the ‘process of acculturation.

s e 77
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Though there are many gotras among the
Xathodis, no hiera rchy based on thb h;gh und 1owﬂ
status hag been observed. Thus, no éarti&gzar |
go%féfiéihigher or lower. 3very éotraﬁﬁaiﬁféins
marriage aﬁa:ééfing relationshié ﬁith the other
onnes. Besides this, cross-cousin: marriage is
also practiced by Xathodis and accordingly
Har¥iage. 1 take plﬂce “between the ‘¢children of
“#igthé¥'s brother unc‘;'”father's ‘sister. Some
Kathodis;.who belong to the s?me gotra and 1ive
for years together far away from the Kathoﬂls of
other gotras, have started to marry w1th1n the

same groups although th ey do avoid blood

relatlves about whom conjugal rolatlﬁnshlp cculd

bhe traced upto two or three generations, She rrlng
P

has also referred to this practice.

KINSETP RELATIONS:

Mainly two types of relationships are.scen
among_the'Kathodis.;-The relationship based oni
the blood (cognates) =nd the relationship basoed on’
the mérriage (affinal).‘ Father-mother, son- dgughter,

brother-sister-uncle, uncle-grandfather - all

these relations. are im the category of blood-rolations.
Mother-in-law, father-in-law, son-in-law,
brothor.in-law, sister-in-law, etc. - thesé relations

are due to marvriage.
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KINSHIP  TERMS:

The dialect of the Kathodis living at differént

nlaces in Gujdraf'iéﬁsimilar:to Marathi dialect. The

kinship terms of address and reckoning of relations are

as follows :-

Term of

. Reference izzﬁegi
Father Ba ) Ba
Mother Aaya Aaya
Zlder brother Baba . Baba
Eld;f‘brotheris wife Vahani. Vahani
Youngef brotherts wife Nadi Nadi
éider sister Bhowyu Bhoyu
Elder SiStQE'S husband Bhavad Bhavad
Younger sister Bhoyu Bhoyu
Fatherfs-%éfher Motobas Motobas
Father's Mother Mothasi Mothas
Father's elder brother Mo tobas Motobas
Father's elder:
brother's wife Mothas Mot has
Fat@grfs younger brother Kaké Xaka
Father's &oqnéef
brotherts wife Kaki Kalki

Father's sister Fus Fus
:thherls sister[s:husband Mamus Mamus
Mothert's brother Mama Manma
Mcther's brotherts wife Fus Fus
Mother's father Motobas Mcoctobas
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Retation Reference ____sddross
Mothert!s mother Mothas Mo thas
Mother's sister Jidi Jiji
Mothert!s sister's
husband Kalko Kako
Wife's elde; brot@er Meo Meo
HAife's eldpélbrotﬂérfs wife Boyu Bovyu
dife's elder sister Va§ Vao
Wife'%'élder sister's _
husbandx & iBaba” Ba?a
Wifet!s father Mam;' M;ma
Fifo's mo ther | Foi Foi
Father's°£rothér’s son Baba Baba
Father's brothér's y
dauggte?: e Beyu Boyu
Sister's son Jawas Jawas
éisferﬂs daughter Vahus vahus

RELATIONSHIP CF AVOIDANCE AND RESPECT

Tﬁe k;thodis”pay respect to the elderly persons.
The youngé; brothers pay respectifo the elder brothers.
They de not speak haphezardly in the presence of the
elderly people. An elder brother does not.call younger
brother's wife by her name. Tt is a kind of “+aboo te
call her by name. They believe that'due_to calling her
by name her respect cannot be maintainesd,. Youhgér
brotherts wife does not address her husband's elder

brocther by name. She tries her best to pay respect



A v

uo hlm 1nwsneak1ng as wull as. in. deallng. Some sort of

'iy;espectful ,'01dance is practict 1 by heré

Like other trikes, joking relationchip have been
observed among the Xathodis. Such relationship exists
among friends of the same age group Dbetween young boys
and.girls, between sister's in-law and brother's in—law
between brother's in-law and elder brother's:wife, etc,
We also. observed the intermediary relaéioﬁs among the
Kathodis. -They do not call their wives by their names_and
vice-versa, But if a husband wants +o éall:hisfwife; %e
uses a“déughterfs name as an intermediary;énd if.a Wifé

wants {0 cali her husband, she uses the name of a son

s an intermediary,

INTER-COMMUNITY RELATLONSHIP

.Ashiﬁdicated eariier, the Kafhodi_ulivﬁiin@multi_
athnic villages along WLLh ek e *“iballbdﬁﬁunities. In
the villages surv;yeu feor tﬂe purposes of the‘nresent
stuuy_ﬁhg ;mportant neighbouring COmmunities of Xathodis.
are.”oynd to be Garasias, Camits, Bhkils, Kanbis and Vasavas.
in most of the villages the dwelling units of the Xabthodis

have been observed on the outskirts or periphery of the

villages. Acccrdiﬁg'td Baroda Census Report "The

Pa

Rathodis foundiin the fbate belong to the Iast class and

-

are most dograded.”' ' Stephén Fuchs stated that in the

poxrt on the Census of Baroda Sta 2te, Chapter XI,
ste, Tribe and Rans e, 1911, ».298,

ki B
G

) m
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past "the other tribes keep out a distance, not only
vecause the Xathodi-Katkaris eat anything, however
impure, and do not Care~for-personal'cleanliness; but
especially beécause of their reputation as powerful
sorcerers, "

our own o%serVations also testify that the
other tribes of Gujarat regard the Kathodis as inferior.
to them. The Kathodis have to leave their permanent
place of habitation in a village to find work and during
the off—éedéon'bf'aéficultufé'thgy move to the forest:. :
" for Charcdal!ménﬁfacturing or to coliect the minor .-
forest produces. They are linked ‘with other tribes:
dus.to farm-labour, As their economic condition dis
not .good, they are whelly dependent on the_gﬁhen'tréyeﬁ
where .they stay...mhese_tripes treat them as untouchable
persons bccause:offthei? fpodihabits:and'ipsggureA e
residence, For,example, in Dangs , the Bhils_gnq:the
Gamits do not{touch these pgople. The Vasawvas also
keep them awafifromrﬁhem. Jﬁesi&éé this, the Géfasias,
the Vasavas, tﬁe Gémit57 aﬁdafhé Kunbis do not pernit
them to enter into thelrrhouses and touch‘ﬁﬂter—pbté.
if they wbnt to glve some thlng to them or 1f they want
to glve them water, tqey do th t w1thout touchlng tﬁem.
These days, Kathndls can draw water from a publlc

village well, In tho Dast they dld nnt secem to have

2. .Aboriginal Tribes of. Ind;a, by Stepnen Fuch5,1973,
p.196-197
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fﬁee access to common village wells., A Xathodi man in
Uchhal made a critical: remark: *fhese people accept the
liquor offered by us but they do not drink water touched

b? ush,

In Dangs, if any cattle dies, the Xunbis inform
the Kathodis and they carry away the carcass to the
forest where they split the deadibody into pieces and
distribute the meat accdrding térthe:ﬁuﬁser of hof{iseholds

of Lathodis in the village.

Other tribes do hirc them as labourers for farm-
work. Though this tribe is considered mean and low, we
find sometimes, some Adivasis and Non-Adivasis keeping

sexual relations with their women. In Dangs, a man of

Gamit tribe has married a Kathodi woman.

Thus, in practice other tribes maintain social
distance with the Kathodis so much so that even the
educated Xathodis also cannot sit together with the
members of ¢ther tribes. It is very difficult to say
how far, if af:éil, thé_ﬁatﬁodis have been able to
improve their statué; During our field investigation
however it was claimed_by_other neighbeuring tribes

as well as by kathodis themselves that they no longer

suffer from the social disabilities to the ‘same cxtent

as in the ?asf;
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CASTE-COUNCIL OR JATI PANCH

We have not come across regular and orgamised
caste-councils among the Kathodis. But they claim |
that iﬁﬂﬁés? fhey had a regular caste-cqpncil in
Maharashira. At presert, they solye their disputes
by muatual understanding. If any dispute arises, the
elderly persons of thé village meet together and ‘solve
tﬁéﬁ:é.Iﬁ’caées'offquargelsasdivorce,;il;icit sex- -
:elgtions,”étcg.thé:é1defs~1isﬁen,to_botﬁjthe‘pgrti&é
and give thefr verdict after:di;cussicp am“ns;ﬁﬁe?;;
The*beople'acceptlthe,verdict.cf thgieldggs;and .
~ct on it, Thus, through the irregular or non-formal
caste council, Xathodis obsecrve the norms of fhéir‘
society and t?ereby achieve their heorizontal unity
with their own fellowmen and as residents of the
village they also try to have vertical_unity with

other castes and fribes imn the village.

Tn Dangs, the colonies of the kathodis are at
two ends of the district, both sides touching the
border of Maharashtra. At the norhhern end of
nangs, the Kathodis stay with the Gamits znd at the
sputhern end they stay with the Xunbis. In the
formeT place three or four Kathodi women have
married the Gamits, -The caste-council of X=athodis

in the village helped cne of the women to get divorce.

[ ————
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The question then arises; why persons from other tribal
groups marry Xathodis when they are considered as lower
to them? - Perhaps, there are many reascns for this,

Firstly; xhey. sﬁay with ;ach other 85 neighbours in the

same village. and sometimés thiey go for work together

either in_farm {(Labour) or in the forest. Secondly,

_ they might be singing and dancing together in the local

fa;rszand-festivals; Generally“Kéthodis don't prefer

_or 11ke such marvriages: and therefore they dont't aliow

a Kathcodi glrl ‘married outside the trlbe to come mnear

their hearth.,
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CHAPTER = ¥

JHE_LIFE CYCLE™ .-

) MEﬁS’i&iUATION .

PRt

In Katnodls no special rltes ‘are performed .on

the- occa51on of flrst nenstruatlon. The Kathodis of

i r K3

‘Dangs refer women in menstruatlon as "Dok1 Na'Ana. Ha"

Amongst other trlbal groups of that area,'the ‘same term

for 2 menstruatlng woman is 1n’VOgue. In Uch%al taluka

_,arwqman in menstruatlon-ls,referred to as;a”"poidu Avvu,

The Vasaﬁéhfﬁ tﬁat\aréa.also use thé*ééme-term. Ccerftain

_.restrlctlons are’ 1mpo§ed on Women durlng her. menstfuat1on
period. Woman is no¥; permitted to cook £arry water,
touch water-vessel, enter kitchen and'tmgch,the clothes.

She is not even allowed to touch thé musmcal Anstruments,

such as 'tadpl' 'drum.‘ Such a woman is- restricted from

perlod. She is also,restrlcted from-perfoxmlng religious
dutles and_ls not allowed ts.enter places of sacred
wi;ﬁérﬁance; -Genegally;.she isﬁto remaln;secluded for

a perlod of four da Y'S and after final bath on the fifth
day she resumes hex. dqmest1c dutles again. Kathodis

. belleve that durlng the neﬂstruatlor nerlod if a2 woman
-ﬁas-éexual 1ntercourse w1th her husbwnd and conception

__takes place, the new born Chlld will be deforr ed. However

no restrlctlons are 1ﬂposed on 5001a1 gatherings.
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The Kathodis broadly understand the physiology of

sex =znd reproductionJ' They bélfeve that conception is

orgasm simultaneously. Stoppage of mensus acaomaanled

by nausea as well as tendency for splttlng frequently are
“indicative of pregnancy, The Kathodls beliéve that mere
“sexual 1ntercburse w111 not necessarlly lead to conception-

Unless there is some b1e551ngs of 'Dev! a woman will not

concexVe.

ﬁifth“éfﬁé'bhild amomngathodis is an . occa;ion of
rgreat re301clng. The children. are always welcomes. Though
.'1t is Sald that the 'children of both the sexes are
eqqally welcomed, a son .is always. preferred £éra dqughter.
They regard tne birth of a child as a b19551ng of God and
barrenness is a serious matter, a mlsfortune of‘a curse
of delty.- A barren woman is. looked dOWn upanlln the
5001etyn Consequﬁ1t1y3 ‘& barren. woman snffers from a

’ I

SOClal stlgma and Ha’s’ to bear many lnsults. If a woman

falls to beget a'child, a bhagat (who belongo either to
thelr comnunlty or ‘the other tribal conmunlty) is
consulted o suggest a remedy for the unhappy situation,
fhe bhagat_generally prescribes the sacrifice of a goat
or fdﬁl to cértaih"deitieS. Barrenness soméfilnes lecads
to dlsruntlon of famlly life. For 1nstance, a hushand

ay téLe another wife. without desertlng or divorcing the
flrst one.in case she proves to be balren. Smmetlmes, the
barren wife hersslf suggests to her husband to take

=nother wife,




87

BIRTH:

i - it

A pregmanu wodien is nob: treated speclally among_
the- Kathodls.= The pregnant woman earrles on.her usual
activities upto the time of delivery, She, however,
avoids straneous work. The first delivery also.takes
place in the husband's house. The dallvery takes place
in: one perne?;of the rocm. The Kathodls do not observe

any. special prehatai?,practices. No spe01a1 diet is

B o

prescribed fox,her.r Certaln restrlctlons are 1mposed

“on -pregnant women,;,A pregnrant woman is not permltted

)

to .go to the r;ver, well and tahk. They belleve that

wdT,

if. . a pregnant woman is allowed to go to such places the

e

new. born child would be deformed Durlng the dellv ry

an expectant woman. sometlmes keeps a vow of "Bhavani
Mata®" so as to make the dellvery of the Chlld easy.
Aftex: del1very the sacrlfﬂce of a fowl or goat 18 done.

No frained midwifd or dai is ce;led_to epﬁepd to the
delivery of a child. At the time of cgi1d Bi;t£=#hé
Ka%hodi.rgai;eie called to atﬁegd,jane eho'ie;eISO
assisted by elderly women of the family or the neighbour-
hood. She cuts the umbilical cord with eitherra knife-

or a sickle, and buries under the floor of the room itself,
A stone is put for few days over the place where the
umbiiidalcord'is“ﬁﬁ%ied.lshe”imﬁédiatéiy‘informg“fhe

merb ers of tho Family abeut“the-SG%.of ?ﬁe.ehﬁ;d. During
this period gruel which is prepared'from fiee or maize

is given as a special diet. It is believed that this



diet, apart from 1ts nourlshlng value increasés the
capacity ofwthe mother to- pdeLue more milk, The dai
washos tﬁe %hole body of the c¢hild, For her ‘services,
she gets a remuneratlon of Rs. 5/~ along with 2 kgs. of
Nagli, or-malzeﬂor Jowar and 1 Kﬁ of rice in.case of
a maje chiie Jhlle at ‘the birth of a female ‘child she
gets a reﬁunefatlon of -3/ alongwith samé amount of
gralns.. It shows that among Xathodis the birth of a
son finds more welcome ‘than thé daughter. It is
repofﬁed ££§%”é'&éié eﬁiid i5 =2 permenent member of
family"who'carriée oh;fhehliheage, on the cther hand a
daughter is a proberty of cthers be ecause she does not,

stay in the parent house after narrlage.

Usually the perlod of conflnement is llmlted ‘to
twelve days after dellvery. Durlng her COnflnement
the mother'*s allowed to eat wih atever she 11kes. The
merbers of the famlly have no partlcular food prohibition
during this erloe On the twelfth day (Barwa) the
mother uakes a eafh Thereafter .shu is frec to move
in the premlses of.the houee.. She is permltted to fetch
water .and do cooklng also, The Chlld is also given:a’
bath on that day and after bath on twelfth day’ can
be handled by anyone W1thout any fear’ of pollutlon.
The pe:fermance‘of fBarwa' ceremony on the 12th day
marks the expiry of;the éellutibh periee;'On this day
the entire house is cleaned and the floor is smeared

with cow dung.
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PANCHURQ

The dsﬁél Kathodi custom is to o}serve the name
giving~cerémoﬁf between the third fin cése of female.
éhilg} and- fifvh day {ia case of male child). According
to an earlisr veport ‘'Among the -Kethodis' the first:
ri%e iz on the sinth day after a birth. On that day
famale welatives are calied, the goddess Chhathi is

worshipped and some rice figures of the goddess are

.

set or the grqund:withﬁa lamp near them, zThé”fafhér

or mother names the child and the guests are fed thick
1 ' . ' .

w1 . '! Lot . - g
cakes and liquor.  ..Oon the day of name giwving ceremony,
child's father's sister is invited. The Dai is-céiiéd

to perform this ceremony. “Friends and relatives of the
family are also iﬁ?ited;-*A simple ceremony. is péfférmeq

in which the mofzhg?‘x’._ﬁ v{Q.rsh':'i.ps;}:'Mari Mzta' and the chj.ld'_

is given a bath. The Dai performs this ceremony near

the burisd place of umbilical cord. A?ter the rituals,

- cookad tice is given to the small children of ﬁhe‘faﬁii?.
( ap. . S
b Everybody present there is also given some jaggery. The

Dai then givés a name-to\theiéhild which usually is

¢ JHE the name of one of the ancestors or the name of the
¢ ol day on which the child was bern such as !'Soma! born on
¢ Somvar i.e. Menday. Mangalia born on Mangalwar i.e,

T 2 Tuesday, Sukri born on Sukkarwdr i.e, Friday and Ravli
L S born on Raviwar, i.e. Sunday. 1In Dangs area some

well-to-do families invite =2 Brahmin and nankaran

ceremony is performed by the Brahmin on the basis of

1 Gngmettecr of the Bothay FPresidency,Gujarat Pepulation,
Vol.IX,Pavt T, 1601, pp.319-320.
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constellation or stars of the child. After name giving
cerenon&rrelatlves and friends gathered there make a
glft of 10,‘15 or 25 palsa to the child.  The presence
of Fus (chlld's father's sister) is important in the
name'gi;ing:’ She is given some clothes and a little

money ranging’ from Rs 2 to Rs.5, depending on the

economic condition of the father.
MUNDAN:

+.~The Mundan ‘ceremony among the Kathodis is
¥
generally performed usually after the child attains
the age:of ohe year. The mundan ceremony is not a

universél:affair among the Kathodis. Some families

de observe this’ ceremony. Generally, the cerennny takes

place- at home itself, on thls occasion too, ?he )f;? (
father's-sister - (Fus) is calleasd. The shaving of the. '? 5 {
head of the child is dohe by the village barber who (
customarily receives Re,1/- in return of his services.
Before that the Fus will cut some logks of the hair of
the child and the sheéreé locks of hair along with a.
coconut are disposed off in tﬁé'river._ When the ceremony
is over, at the time of departure . the sister of the
father of the ‘child receives some cash usually between
Bs,1 tgyﬁ{dépénding on the ecohonmic condition of‘the

family) for performing the ritual. \~
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SEX:TABOOS-ﬁND MARRIAGE :

‘Although ‘the’ Kathodis clalm that they do not
toletrdte extra marital or vre-narltal sex relatlc
it has- Been réported that some of the glrls and boys
of the: comnunlty do have a pre mar1ta1 sex relatlons.
There -is no institution among Kathodis which can be g
souxrce. of information ‘on sexual matters to thé_nubfie
. girls .and boys. The”adolescent-girls‘learn'abdﬁf-the
sex frem their elder friends andét so do ‘the:boys, Wwho
Ffoftep.take vile pleasure -in obscene and valgar talks
and jokes gbout the sex organs and sex relabtions. -
During the field study we recorded that only’ twé éases
of prggmafitalurelationships were brought {é" the
notice of wvillage Patel, . ITn one case a'Kathodi giri-
. was. involved with a Gamit youth, in énothé?”caéé-wifh
.. a.nor-tribal teacher of the village schobl, .i°
If a Kathodi boy 4nd girl enter into some sort
of ée;“reiétibnship'theyqéibéefénd fiﬁaligiﬁarry éécﬂ
othier. “The  above cifes, thus, lead us to ":in"fér' that

pre-marital sex ‘rélations “is tolerated ﬁnong Katlodls.

Generally, extra~marital relations are not
tolerated in the 5001ety. . In case of dcv1ﬂt10n from thls
rule, Dhb offenders are punlshed or ex»communlcated by

the caste. Tﬂe 1ndulﬂence of a Kutbgdl boy;ﬂlth theuglrl

of anotner communlty 1&, hcwaver, not taken sorlously.




MARRIAGE : e

- Marriage is con51dered‘to bebessentléliaﬁong
Kathodi tribe becguse a-nerson ‘who does not Parry has
a lower ‘social status; It is &2lso a bellef Hat a'
person. who does nut marry becomes a ghost after death

The word narrlage 1s known as ‘Pen! amongst the Kathodls.

Monogamy is popular among Kathodls.3 Out of the
174 famllles covered enly 1n 10 famllles polygemous‘a

marrlages were. found even in. these most of the marrlage
el u B "f

were . of" blganous typé- Only in ‘case of one famlly a. X

bhagat: (salnt) was: hav1ng three wives' (all of t&em.werev;y:

-

alive) and also the chxldren. Accordlng to tﬁe report

on Census Lof. Baroda Stete; "Polygamy and Wldow marrlage
2 Ty .
were allowed and practlsed among Kathodls" Bgﬁi;q“"

nowadays a polygamous narriages are . rare anong Kathodls.

The main reason for absence of meny polYglmous narrlages

fy =t ‘,|.

'3

is purely economlc.‘ Economlcally the Kethodls are very
poor and thereforOflt becones dlfflcult for then to

collact dowry which now ranges %etween Ps 60 1nd Rs, 125/-,
Besides dowry, lot of other QXpenses are 1nv01ved in

oy

marriages, The expenses for jewellery, COStuPOS, w1ne,

e T

reception, ete, cost about Rs.500/-. But those who

!
l"

cari’ afford such expenses ‘may have more tban one w1fe._
In some cases. blgamous marrlages ‘are done cut of

nGCuSqltY also e.g. 1n case where the earller wlfe

2 Roport ‘on the Census of “Baroda State, Cbabt“r XI,
Caste, Tribe or qace, 1911, p.298,
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©

_ceuld‘no$ihear'an§ cﬁild. In a few cases- two wives
haepened ta het sisters 3150 ' Aceerdlng te‘the vieows

of older pecple, formerly marrlages were cweaner as“

L : X

the dowry was very meagre. Some tlmes by offering a-

couple of bottles of w1ne to the father of: the glrl

it was possibie to get the daughter as br;@ehﬁ:

ye -

The systerm of selectlng a eerrlage nartner has
undergone varleus changes. Thls 1s malnly due to the -
system of 'Marriage by purchase' (A system where the
father of a bride.sells hisr in exchange of money ).

i §
Paylng price for a bridg is a sSocially accepted _

o - q ‘_r

marrled do net prefer traditional type ef marrlage, .
P ; l,v-,% i

. ﬂz:,' As_ the tradltlenal type of marriages avre comparatlvely

costly, the folloW1ng other typés©of marrlages have

(K becone common these days,

| LOVE‘ _MARRTAGES::

( oF ) L Wl

=’»l

,-;Lf, for collectlng weods; maklng charcoals ete., Further
( R the Kathodis are staying in limited number in a. fow .
ﬂ-_fz¥ villages on1y and. therefere they hapbee to remaln in:
{ ';;;_ close and'lntlmate_teueh‘wifh eech other.‘ Ih such a-
situation tho young oncs hava mcre eppertunltles to

de vclop 1nt1maqy which finaily results 1nto love

marriages. Although in some cases these marriages
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take place agzainst the desire of the parents, mostly
parents accept them., = Instance is available in Dangs,

where an educated Kathodi girl being unable to find a

match in her community married a Gamit youth in a

village. TIn such types of marriages also the bridg-

groom!'s father has to pay the bride-price.

BARTER SYSTEM OF. MARRTAGE:

This type of exchange marriages is contracted

by those who cannot afford to bear the expenses of
, ; .
marriages, In this system a sister is exchanged for

a bride,

GHAR JAMAT SYSTEM ;- Xhandad (Marriage by

Sefvice){: There is a practice of *Khandadi (Ghar '_;;
_jamai) among Kaﬁhodis.- T R of this system .
of rmartriage is also economic. A pérson who.is unable
to pay the bride price stays for about 4 to. 5 years
with the bride's father., He serves him during this
period and the payment of-ﬁride-pricg.is waived by
compensating aéaihét the services he has rendered.
The system of-lévirafe and sororatg also exist among

the Kathodis

Marriage by capture does not receive sanction
by the Kathodis. But in such cases the boy has to

pay twice the bride price. Consanguineous marriages

are not totally banned and certain types cf such




95

& -

marriages ;f;lnermitted fhe children of a brother
and a 51ster, partlcularly the son of a 51ster and
a daughter of a brother can 1nter-marry. Durlng the
field investigation four cases of such marriages have
bezen recorded, But marriage between children of two

brothers 6x:of'tﬁd'éisfefs are prohibited.

'”The survey of 174 families shows the following

details of married men and women.

TABLE _XXVII

“niéﬁriﬁﬁtion offpopulatién‘BﬁiMarifél status.

Ma;iﬁ;l,StatuS . Male. - . Femaie Total
Married - 201 (50,1) 200 (49.9) 401 {100.0)
Unmarried 290 (55.2)° 235 (uh.8) 525 (ﬁdd;o)
Tidow/¥idower ~~ 87(30.1) 18 (69;9) 26 (100.0)
TOTAL : hoo (52.4) U453 (L7.6) 952 (100.0)

(The figuries in brackets show the percentages).

MARRIAGEABLE AGE:

Iniﬁés%'according-to”Gazetteer of Bombay.
prosidency, 19071, bo th bd&é and girls commonly used
tﬁ‘marfyiat the age of about = fifteen years but in
recent times the age of marriage has gomne up gradually.
4t present the girls are generally married at the
ages between 13-18 years, while the boys between

the ages 16-22 years.,

e
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During the course of field investigation date in respect of
their age at marriagée were collected. Their sexwise break-up
» with-respect to age at first marriage is given in table XXVIII.

TABLE XXVIII

7 Sexfwise‘gge:of First:$arriages

Lge G;oup ol ‘ ﬁg}e ?‘__ Female
13-15 years 20 (09.5) 102 - (4648)..
16-18 years 85 (40.7) 98 {44.9)
19-22 years 104" (49.8). 187 (08.3)

209 {100.0) - 2. 218 (100.0)

'(Thewfigureé in brackets show the percentgggéyé‘ff'

Thesa’figufes.show.that most of the girls get married. in
the age group of 13-15. Out of 218 married women, 102 i.e.
about 46.8. per cent got marriéd at the age below 15 years and
f“éﬁéhg'thé'ﬁeﬁ 104 out:bf‘the_209'méifi§é“ones (49.8 rer gent)
éo£.married"when,they)were in‘the age group of 19-22, In -
other words very few marriages OCCuh_beibw the age of 15 in
case of boys amd above 19 years ini%aﬁggof{g;:;s,ih

In Gujarat{ the. Kathodis are mainiy spread over in five
gyeas._They reside in a very limited number of 10 to 15
hogge@o}dskin each o?jthe villages of the particular area, Because
qf‘the smallness of numbe;:thg range of gettiqg_ﬁpquses becomes

limited.
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Due to this they have no other choice than to marxry
with a person of the same village or from the l
nearmost villagze, Those Kathodis who stay in Dangs
Er;ﬁchhal"aréé*have marriéggéréiations with the
Kathodis stayihg in Maharashtra State as thesg,tw?
areas are on thé:bghrder of the Mzharashtra Sfa;e.
Similarly Katbodis staying din yijaygagai Méhai
Iﬁ(Saﬁarkantha Disﬁrict).get,married—with-therxathodi
people of Rajasthan, as it is situated very ggéﬁr
to the Rajasthan boarder, The table XXIX shows

i
‘the distance upto which they go for marriage.

TABLE -XXIX

U W

-
' “ b£$tanc§;in:whi¢H'marriéges cqntractgﬁiwwA“
Sr. o _ B ﬁumﬁers ?érbéntage-
No. S B - =
1 Within the:vili;éévf .93 hh;5
2 “Within 5 Kms. . 37 17.7
6§ to 10 Kms;l 29 13.9
11 to 20 Kms. 20 'xigfé
Over 20 Kms. 30 1“,5
e

It is clear erETﬁﬁé above table that most of
the Kathédis marry in their'0wn_villages.' out of 209
marfiéd males 39.7 per cent méfriéd inftheir”own
villages. Gettimg a éﬁouse from outside Gujarat i, c.

Maharashtra and Rajasthan was also tecorded in case
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of h}g persons. But it should be kept in mind that _
physical boundaries of States do not ratter to them.
uven 1n cases of marriages outside the state most of
the v111ages were found to be'quite near to their own
v111age cf this State. It 1s also possible that _some
persens,‘while migrating from Maharashtra or Raaasthan

States, might have brﬂught brides from those States.

~-Because Kathodis 1ivefin.sma11 pockets in
differenb~drstricts, the scope of finding ray marriage

partner becomes 11m1ted and therefore many of the

marriages ‘Wore found to take place w1th1n the same clan
{gotra). How%ver they claimed that thequvoid .marriage

w1thin the s"me ‘clan as far as possible. In fact: thia

is a surprising aspect of their social oraanisation as
the clans have been .strictly ebdogamous._ But 1n view
of the compulsion of living in small nunber in particular

areas, the enﬂcgamic cbaracter of the clans 1s being

1oosened these days.

Thc figures given in table. Xxx clearly indicate
that Kathodis do marry w1th1n the same clan.Out of total
209 married men, 111 have been ableo to give information
about the clan in’ which they got nerried. Dut of 111
men in case of . h? men (hz 1 per cent) the spouse

belonged to the same kul or gotra (see table’ XXX)
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ARRANGED _MARRIAGES :

The cases covered under the study reyealed that
mostiof'the marriages are arranged marriages., On the
children'feaching-t%g @agriageable age, thelir parents
select marriage partner for them, of course with the
consént.of'tﬁe boy or girl. The marriage negotiations
are und ertaken by'an‘infermediafy who is generally known
as 'Hathio'. This intermediary generally knows;both
the families. Thg intermediary suggests to the father
of a boy about ﬁhe giri. The father alongwith the son
then visits the giflis place on an apprpﬁriate day.

The JHatﬁ%?ﬁ elso is invited to remain érésent. Through
the inte:%?diary the boy's father discusses with the
father pf!%he gifl. They give an offer, for engagémegzé
which ié knoﬁn as 'Sodula'!, After seeing the giri:ffﬁei
father of the girl is asked whether he is prepared to
give his daughter or not. While selecting boys or girls,
the parentsrtﬁké into éonéidérétion%a namber of factorsf
In case ofhﬁheﬁgqu he 'should be healthy, young and
earning. thle.in case of the girl she should be
industrious and expert in household duties. She should
also have a good body. As said earlier, they take the
consent of the boy and as well as of girl also. If ‘they
are agreeable, they decide for the quantum of bride~price

which ranges at present . from Bs,60 to Rs.200/-. The

bey's father has to. pay this bride price in cash.
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Thef‘havé'to decide all theséiﬁh;ngs'at the time of
_pegotiafioh”és"to'whethér‘ﬁhe bride-price ;ili'be”
pa;d,immediately'or in instslments, which can be

éaid after marriage also. In case the bride price

le not even Dald after marrlage, thé‘girl’g;fa$herwﬁ
takes away hlS daughter. Thus they come tp-aaﬁegiéion
which is,kndwn as [bql—pen' - 'Bol! means promise and
.'Peﬁrimeans marriage. When the engagement is settled,
”thé-boy's father. raturns to the v111age and declares

‘l
that the date is fixed for pen. This is called

'Bol—Pen“;“
INANI_PEN'

Abéuﬁﬁi5 to 20 pargohs from the boy's Side"gc

to the girl's,house_aldngwwith the:inﬁermédiary. They

carry liquor with them. All the formalities of

, iﬁjf engagement are performed at the biidé'éiplacgﬂ

‘At the ti@e'oftengagemené'fhé}ﬁfidé and the
bVidegroom”are made.fo sitléhwmortar or; which a piece
of cloth is spreadgr Small‘bundles of.dowéf and rice
are put near then.fﬂThe engagement ceremony is performed
by a profﬂsslonal man in the presenco of fanily members
Lof both: tha s;des._"Marrlagu songs accompanlud with

£‘ 5i;' Fﬁances arso sung. From the boyfs ‘'side wine and Jaggery
t”f:.j are offered to ail. At this time aboqt Rs.30 tc Rs,lo

is paid te the bride's father as an advance towards
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the bride!--price, In the presence of 3 to 4 elders it
‘$8 also decided as to when and how shall the balance

LR lae g G the,Pride-Price*will_be-paid;

After the engagement geremony is over, the persons
from thé_gi;%{s side offér”joﬁaf or Nagli's rotla to the
boy'!s party., Thosz who are ebéhbﬁicéi}y.well to do,
offer either chicken or goat and also liquor. 1In the

.evening the boy's party return ‘to their own viliage.

C It is not pdssiblé.fo.ﬁréég-the;epgaggment onice
itris,gerfqrmed;"If the girl's.fa;heg wahts<to‘break
the_gng%gementg‘theﬁ*fﬁé Bgy;é féfher_recpve?s doubkle ?he
amount of;bgide—pficé.fromLthe girl's father. Howdver,

if the boy's father breaks the engagement} he has to

forego the bride-price and has also to pé}tﬁénalty.

Marriage takes;plade after either a‘few”days or a
‘Mé:riégé is.knownﬂgg tMoti Pen' -

month from_thgﬁengagement:

moti means big.

MOTI PEN

Singing sessions of marriage songs start taking'
place two days before the marriagerday, Pandal is erected
on ﬁhe day prior to marriage. The ﬁérriage_processien'
sta;tﬁwfrquthe boy's house ih the mqrning‘wyichiconsists
of abqut;BQ-ﬁo%hO people including men and women. They
go in bullopkﬁcarts‘if"it is possiblé, otherwise they

just go on foot, They carry with them one time mezl,
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While in. the procession, they go on dancing and singing
songs. The groom too has to dance. Tﬁey_alspzéarry af‘
basket contﬂlnlng the clothes for the bride and some
jewelle?y‘to.be given as gift, For the father of the
girl they take 'fenta' or 2 turban and for the mother
'Fadki' (S=ari). The basket containing all these things
is carrled by a woman on her head. ‘When they approach
the house of the ‘bride they ars walcomed by the people
from girl's side. They cemp under a tree which isf{“
§ 'f

genera ally situated at some dlatznce from the bride's

house.

Marriage ceremonles are performed in the oendal
at the girl'!s place in the 1ate evenlng or durlng night
The bride and the groom are mgde_to sit oppps;te each
‘other on a piece of cloth and the ceremonies ére pérformed
by an expericnced person. They;light g,}émp'iﬁ é di§h

in which they put the bride-price also. Thereafter

the. 'Chhedachhedl' ceremony 1n whlch Knot of one of the

ends of. ‘bride's sarl and brldegroom's shlrt is tled, is

AT

ot

performed. They offer prayers to Slngladev and A51tara

trees. While oraylng they offer Tice, jowar,ragarbattl

O AT T e

to .the God Singla. After the prayer is perfcrmed both

go to the house and take bath,.

o il % 2

An entertainment party entertains the people

gathered in ‘the marriage, by deing mimicry or telling Jjokes.

R 2 A AN G R !

Vil




Boys and glrls go on danC1ng and slnglng sengs: ‘for i

y ¥}

the entire nlght

After the marriage ceremounies are over, the

bride is taggn tp the boy[g house. . But if any relative

father wants tc keep them for a day more, Bg may.ask
them. but he will have to offer meals for the day. On
returqﬁagogt 10=15 friends of the éiﬁi-fbih the bridal
procession, The girl stays for 5 dafs;at the bride—:
groom's house, During this period the coﬁpléfdo‘nqt
_sleep together noy can they have any sexual relation
malnly because of the nresence of the. guests. On. the
51xth day the g1r1 1s brought by her frlends to her
:parental home. on the nlnth day the groom accompanled
by 2 or 3 grlends goes to the bride's place and brings
back the bride at his home. After this they startc

”1iving as husband and wifé;

There is a sllght dlfference between 'pen' and
w”ﬁaffiage. Due - to bad economic Condltlon a person may
not be: able to 1ncur the expendlture 1nvolved in a

marrmage- In such a 51tuat10n he brlngs the .bride by

=_l

paying pen, This is called 'pen bharala’;ﬁ This is less

exaen51ve than the marrlage bﬂcause perndalé are not

p:eqtedwapd;also the bride'and'grdqm;arefnot annointed

with fragrant yeliow éas¥é bthukm§:iq1mi§e§ with oil.
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The actual.mar?iage ceremony maﬁ bé'pérformediwhen they
are :inancially capable .c incur eXDCna“ture, which iL
many cages takos ?iace even after ~any children are
born to the couple Du;-fo ﬁébf”ecoﬁomic conditiecns,

I !x'

saveral of the couples never Llnd themselves 1n a pos;tlon

to perform the marriage ceremonies at all.
DIVORCE: f

Divorce: is easy among the Kathodls. TBoth'thea

”w1fe and the husband have the same rlght of asking for.

divorce. Heé or she“appxoacheu the 'PﬁnCh!“andfédvecates

his br*hérwdase;for divorce and obta¢ns divorce; - Ddirces

.“‘ B
o

occur more during the. period of flrst 3 to b years of.

'marriége. ‘Divorces are rare after the blrth of 2 to 3

children. Number of reasons-are responsible“f0r~afﬁn5

divorce. Divorce is permitted due to any of ‘the.following

“

reasons:

(1) When thete is mo. mental h arnony between husband

cand wife,

{2} When the busband beals his wife.

(3) When theuwife.;s:be;ng harassed by-her in-laws,

(Qj When either of the fwo is unable ‘to egtablish
‘Sexual e lat{onvh:p (1;;: husaand being impotent
or wife frigid). R |

”(5) ﬁheh”thsyrgemqin s;ck fof ;:ibnger'pbriod.or

they beccwe permancently disaﬁié&;
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(6) In case of doubt ;aving made scxual relations
with other person, 50

(7) Due tc poverty of the husbend he is not able fto
maintain ﬁis'wife.

(8) when the wife is barren for a long time.

Most of the divorces occur due %o causes mentioned

at 1,2,6 and 8 above. Though among Kathodis of Gujarat,

the number of organised tpanch! is very small, the places

where the number of Kathodis is sizeable, they do have

o _ .
tpanch! comprised of the senior people., - They hear both

the parties in a divorce case and decide; IT the husband

wants a divorce then he has te forego his bride-prico.
. But if the wife wants it she has to.repay:thé vride price
tc the oxtent of double the amount to her husband. O0f

course, When she remarries she has got right to" ‘rscover

‘the amountjfrom her nQW'husband and repay the same to

ner ex-husband. The decision gi#en by the panch is final

and binding upon the couple. The members of the panch

o B

‘should be entg;tained with 1liguor by the party in whose
faveur the decision is taken. |

There was not a singlo instance in the study of
i?h %émiiies of Aivo:ce through a court 411 cascs were
decided by the.qﬁmmﬁnity panch only. The Panch normally:
ldécidés the ca§§s pertaining to their own trlbes onlY .

»at there was an instance where case of othex tribal

sroup was decided by this panch ‘in consultation wi.th
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the Mukhi or Patel of that village.

'Iﬂ?onewéase one-Kathodi girl married a Gamit youth

“of a v1llage after falllng in love-with’ him. But after

|.j'ﬁ: omatlmes the husband began to il1i- treat her., The wife

then went to her parents, who did notisggg;her back to

live with her husband. Kathodi Parnch obtained divorce

after consulting the phtel of the village who belonged

to the Gamit Community.

;WID°w3REHAﬁRiAGE?'E

i

The" Kathodls allow their widows to re-marry. -in

L 5;_ casd there is an unmarried youngex. brother of’ sultable

agefdf'the deceased, the widow is. expected to marry'hlm,

'-but this is by no‘means compulsory on her: part : If
there “i's no suitable younger brother of th'e deceased,
the Wldow is free to marry any other person belonglng.
to the same community. No compeﬂsation'is’required

) i to be paid to thé decegsed's household 1f widow marries

{7 : outside her kin group but ever? effort is mede. that she

marrles deceassd . husbandis younger brother.~.In widow

narriage no’ elanorate rites are performed. A w1dow

[ ;'} generally marrics a W1dowerror a divorced man, A
lr  , w1dcwer preferably: marries hzs-deceased - wife's sistoer, ;
; ¥. , if she -is-of . suitable age and unmarrled. One ‘cage of
w1dow marriage came to 11ght durlng the field

investigation, In Vadpadd village of Mangrol taluka

I.I.

a Kathodi woman having two sons and hne daughter
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became a widow. She married a widowet hiving one sén
from his former wife, The widow kept two sons with

L]

her brothers and tcok 2 small baby with her to her

1

new. husband'!s house,

DEATH :

The_ggthodis believe in the physiological
sxplanation of death, which is regarded as the will of
God or destiny. The Kathodi:generally-disgose the dead
bodies by burial and in“some]gases by cremation too,
‘These who can aff;;& t#é'?ggenses of firewood, gojfor
cxremation. ‘As.a-ruié-gﬁp dead bodies‘of'infahtéréhd
children, aé'wéillaé thége adult who die as g'reé;it of
certaiﬁlépidéﬁic éiseages[ much as small pox, ﬁhoi;ra
or dus to bite gf.arg killed by wild animal are burried

and na2ver 'Jéfemated.

The funerat rites of the Kathodis are not
‘elaborate. When it is certain that the persons will not
‘survive and death is imminent, the relatives and friends
iﬁ tﬁ; village gather round him. 'Aftéf§ae§th, the
gatherers mourn the death by crying over ihe loss. The
Kothodis believe that before disposal; fherdéédrﬁody
should be p»roperly treated with due reéﬁéct; otherwige
the soul of the dead person is likely to be transformed
into a ghost. After death the corpse is bathed wifh |
turmeric and water and attired in new clothes. 1In case

the decéésed is male, his body is wrapped iﬁ a- white
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cloth whereas the corpsc of a female is wracped 1n a

=;ed sheet They do not keep the body 1y1ng for. a 1ong

time and walt only upto 5 6 hours for the relatives
and frlends to ccme and have a 1ast gllmpse of the

face of the deceased. If deat& cceurs in the evenlng

-

the corpse is kept for the nlgnt and carried out 1nﬂ;_
the ncrnlng. leferent customs are followed 1n dlfferent

'areas. In VlJaynagar taluka a hammock is prepared and

i

ﬁhe corpse is £EPt in it In case the deceased is

male the hammcck is crepared of mhite cloth and 1n case_

the deceased 15 female -the hammock 13 prepared of red

;clcth.' In Dangs, 1gbara and Mangrol talukas the corpse

is placed on a cot. After the corpse is placed in a

hammock “o%on a cot, it 13 carrled out of the hcuse -on

the shdulders ¢f four persons, ‘who are generally clcse
Lozs oo

relatives of  the ‘deceansed. The other relatives fcllow
the -biery” Weeping and wailing wonen tra11 behlnd fheL
males, When the'procession reaches the outsklrts of
the' cremation or burial g%oﬁh&,'%ﬁe:bief.is;halteé“fcr
a moment and %ﬁe"ﬁomeﬁjtakafthe:lasﬁ:élihﬁeeencgkfﬁeii
deceased” there as they are not allceeé to entar the
cremation or burial’ ground. They:theﬁ:feturnitc their
respective houses-afterftaking a bath in a river of a
well 6T a stream or rivulét. ThHe chief mourner who may
be the eldest -$on, brother or husband of the deceasod
lights thé pyre. In case of“Bﬁfiai,'a'grave is dug g#

the mourners themselves and the corpse is laid fo rest

x

g rbee s,
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with the head pointihg toward§itpe north,  Before setting
fire to the pyre or é;tting t"}‘ie dead body’ ir;s’id;"the
grave, all those who are presqnt_pop:.somé-drops of wine
in the mouth of dead person as Fhei:“last offéering.
Alongwith thée dead body, clothes, ornaments and other
articles loved by the dead, are also kept. inside the
grave. After the grave is fllled, a he&vy"étohe is:put

on the-grave. After the flre of the pYYE gets extmngulshed
or the grave is COmpletely filled, all: the persons Who
accompanled ‘the. pr0065810n leave the greund and return
home after haV1hg taken a bath “in the nearby stream, river

or rivulet,

The pollution perlod after death is observed for
seven'days. Durlng thls nerlod the household and the
cnmef mourner 1n partlcular is considered polluted and
subjected to certaln restrlcthons. "The chlef mourner does
not‘toucﬁ”any househeld articles. The”deceased's ﬁéar
kinswomen, such as sisters, daughters,'éuﬁt fehﬁ%e their
marriage necklace, After two oxr thfee months they are
allowed:to wear fecklace. on seventh day the chlef mourner
and other male members of the household get ‘their head,
chin ‘and ﬂoustanhe shaved.: Later they'take a bath. onry
the 12th day, after clnan51ng the bhouses by sprlnkllng a
mixture of'cow dung and water, a feast is given to the
relatives and neighbours which marks the end of the

polliution peried.
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g

n The Xatodis believe in transmigration‘of‘the
soul and life after de=zth, According to them a dead
person takes a rebirth, which_may be in the shape of
2 man cor animal or a scorpion. They perform certain
rites to get an idea about the form in which the
dececased has taken a rebirth, Accordipgly on the
night of the day on which death occurs, the'f@nale

members of the houschold collect some flour and spread

1
in a cornor of a room and cover it with a basket. The

next morning the members of the household remove the
basket and try to perceive some kind of prints or
impressions on the flour and interpret them according
to their’imﬁgination. According to them if there is
impression on flour then it is presumed that the
deceased porson has taken re-birth in the form of a

man., If there is no impression at ali, it is presumed

that the deceased has become a ghost;
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¢ CHAPTHER ™ VI~ :ar

RELIGIOUS - LIFE .-

A5 has’ béen mertioned slsewhere in this report,
the Kathodis living ih Gujarat State have ‘dome Tiom
Maharashtra. ' They reside in different districts of
Gujarat, - Thesc different areas are inhabited by
different trib@1 grouP; Every group has its particular
" way of religious 1life, It is -important %o point out
“‘here that therd. is ~considerable impact of the Hinduism
ofi the tribal population.;iving@in.Gpjarat,531n591te
RS impéét of ‘Yeligien .of the,dJmin@nt;tribal_group
thé Kathodis go on-worshipping their traditional gods
and geddesses and also celebrate: theixn. traditional

festivals in thelr own traditior 1 ways There are

two main elements in the rellnlous practlces of Kathedis.

-__...‘.M.Z;H, o illef n2 ‘

1.”: The 1npact of tne rellglon of the domlnanb
trlbal group (1nclud1ng uhe 1mpact of the Q1qu
rellglon) and

2. i thelr own tradlulonal forms of rellalous beliefs

and practices.

Religion has a vevY 1mpoftant 31ace in tne life
of the Kathoﬂls.? Kathodis are mostly worklng 1n
forest as 1abcurers #nd svay together 1n the v1c1n1ty
1of forest They h ve glways been l¢v1ng\;n‘gfoup

‘howsoe ver snall it mavy Ge. “ue to thla, Kathodls .

nave strong group feellng and thereforﬂ have prescrved

traditions of the past.
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o I conparlson w1th other trlbal group, Kathodis

_are more: dependent cn rature. So”they“liVe anidst all

Y og

'i sorts -of fears and ‘are dependent -on ;the mercy of nature.

Thﬁlr intercourse W1th nature ‘has. inducted a very

,qu l

?trpng‘¥gllg10us faith in their life, i

Al though~ due to 1mpact of Hlndu rﬂllglon they

f_.

havo started worshlpplng Hanunangl, Lord Banaq otc. thezr

[
PR

main traditional deities 1re Du ngaxrdev, Vagndev, Gamdev,
_Aa;lmgia,-Kansari,Dev1,‘efc; Diwali, Holi and Akhatrij
are their main festivels. Besides all sthese’ gods and
goddosses and,the%fes%irrls;yéﬁe othor nain: elements

prevalent in the- Kﬂthodls rellglon are Ancastor worship,

Sorcepy and witch oraft.

GODS & GODLINGS: =

~ (2)  'Dungafdev(The God of the Hills}.

roles
Therpiooo_ofDungard%vViébeiiero& to be among

the hills. This God is worshipped by the Xnthodis as
well as by the local tribal people. The worship is
performed both in groups and also persoho}ly, Cn the
occasion of Diwali'ﬁhe rites of worshipoing are
performed and sacr1f1c5 is also offered to hlrh Their
bo;lef lS that be the_grace Of this Goo bumﬁmﬂrcrops
STOW, all the cattles re maln we11, and thore'will be
no illngss,.or_dlsease or cahamity io tho oouse and

-2ll the members of the family remain hale and hearty

with no worries at all, The exorcists go to the place

&
o




of worship and perfarm%ﬁhere all_the rituals and rites,
1nc1ud1ng the. onerrng 6. A goat.or & hen as sacrifice

to that god “Tn the sgme~ﬁaﬁner,_9@r§5nally if a

Vperson has any>kihd of ddﬁﬁ%; or sufférs from illness,

,-,;.-,‘

he or any mﬂmber of hlS famlly pledges beforc God to

offer a sacrlflce if hlS d951rc is fulfllied or the

1119055-15 cured.' 1_\;;59”
(®) Vaghdev: e =3

" The Kathodls areé deeply: a55001ated thh forest

s

and ' S0, they worshlp this God for fhelr SuCLTltY.
)

Vaghdev is worshlpped by all the Kathodis 11vin in
Gujarat. On the outsklrts of the v1llage, al 1arge

stone. slab contalnlng the engrav1ngs of the flgure of
2 R

Vaghdev 1s 1nsta11ed. The flgures of Moon and Cobra are
also engraved g1on.g w1th mhe length and breadth of

such stone slab is apprbﬁimately 2L7% 3"or-2ﬁ X hf

The-déy of worshipping Vaghdev-igréalled

Mraghbaras", (On +his day all the flllage Deopla and
herdsmen go to the forest, There, they portray the
figure of Vaghdev.aﬁd Cobra;on‘é.smallzstone w1thﬂm1ik
und then place tﬂla d-eil stone near the blg.one (us

referred earllér). Then they offer the sacrlflce of"

a hen to Vaghdev and also offer 11quor so that the

tlredngss may betgvercome. There is the cus tom of
offerigg‘a.gSat‘onﬁeVEry fifth year. Thereafter they

cook rige aﬁd'celebraté}the‘occa3ion; _Then'fﬂéy set

fire to a_hégﬁ of grass and herdémén run one by one



and c:oss_thgt fire, Thereafter they ask for S

blessings of that god and prey for their well-k —

as well as the wellw belng of their cattle, A fe

held and they all enjoy eaulng rice and poultr_

Tpg‘expensqs_fgrgthls type of celebration is ce

Sk

by all the houscholds of the village.

(e) ﬁorshippingudf Tera;

In_this-religiousucelebratioﬁ also, Vag

rworshlpped. Tera is the name of thé:lgavés of

-whlch 1s found 1n the forest “The Katho?is al
lgaves-as‘yégetables, but they never use them

first offering this leafivegetable to vaghdev,

~month of Je¢th all the people go to the Vaghdev

-th.fi.s"leaf#wiegetable"'—a"l‘ong with the meat of hernr

only after perfprming5ﬁhi5jgitual they can use

o

vegetable for th.emseglves,

= I8

() ""Hanumaﬂji.

Though Hanuman 1s con51dered to bo onie

of the 1ndus,_the Kathodls also WOrshlp thls

other tribal group of Dang dlstrlcﬁ‘worshlle

P

with a strong ‘devotion ﬁnd 50 the K thodls al

As -z rltual they offer hlm w&ter, 1ncense 8std
ate. Hanunangl is belleved to be pure nﬂd sa

offer him ‘eithér goat or hen. (Tbﬁrb'ﬁre two

the gods of tne’Kathodls (1} the gods | @nd e ———

ﬂre OffuI’Cd sc_crlflclal meat and w:l_ne are knmw
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ure and (2) those who are not offered the same but

incerse sticks and coconlt ave ﬁnown as - pure)

(e) KanSéri'ﬁeGi-

Thls goddess is belleved to be a fertlllty

goddesses. Ti ordor to get more crops and to. ensure

that these may be oreserved they worship thls godaﬂss;
Kansarl Devi is worshlpo d by the tribal peonle of |
Sdﬁ%ﬁiduﬁs?st, hence worshlpoed also by the KatHOdls
o; thiscéreafi The worshlp placo of thls Dev1 is ralssd
in the house itself, The plaoq where tne cereal is
stored bears a basket andﬁingthatfbaSRé£ithé§iplace
the idol of Kansari Devi (which i-'éf-“'5-1_—e'ctqéb§1z§%ed wit
sil?srlswith:ricQ"and red tumeric powder. ?ﬁe-p;éco¥5
of:this:Deviqis?suPposed“to'bé'inﬂall'the houses, “HBut
even those who-havéfﬁdt-insﬁéllbdjthis%ﬁéﬁisfnifhéffiJ
houses, worship this goddess;aftsf*the Harvést of tha

Kharif crops.

(£} The Prayer Ceremony after 4 new Grops

All the Kathodis are not employed in the -
agrlcultural act1v1tles. But those who possess some’
land perform thls ceremony,‘after the hﬂrvest of cach
newﬁcrop.{ The tribal peoole in the dlstrlct of
Sabarkantha offsr corn—cobs to the podfess. The joung
peonle (both boys and glrls) So to the goddess and
offeyxy malze and make marlments by dan01ng and singing.

So the: Kathodis 11V1ng in t ese oarts also verform such

ceremony after a new crop.




() Worshipping of Camdevs

The %K. thodis alsec wership the God known ..s

'Gamdev'. A human form carved out of-m wooden dlock or

stone is worshipped as Gamdev and is- belleved to be the

protecﬁdfzéf the whole villégé.‘ Ali'fhéJvillagers

{i'cludlng every Suct) go to “the spot wnlch they believe

K

to be the place 'of this God (or in othor words whero they

install th-i; qod) a_nd fhore they offer him poultry meat,

ot

coconut, rod Tead powder, incense,

(h\' Woruhlpplng of Marlmata-

nll the Kathodls have strong falth 1n thls goddess.

The seas of Narlmata 15 not to be found 1n everyoody‘s
A

house, but only in the housn of the prlest . The prlest

alono 1q alWOwed to Hawe t 1is prlv*lege, He 1s called {
the "Exorcist_of Marimata®,

_In.a small backet, iron idols of small size, 3
coconut, feather of peacock and some chains are placed

and then this basket 138 placed cocn =a H h plpce in the
house, BExcept the priest none is allowed to touch this

basket, This goddess is worthpped at the. tlme of ;

¢

Wavratri’® fegtival. Cont;n Z0usly for nlne days the

cizorsist Invokeo the,goddess hy performing-a pumber of 1

W 4

vituals. On the last day ail bet togethcr and the 3

exorcist 2gain invokes the goddess. All the people

gstate their diffevent diseases, oubles Bnd problems

beforé the goddess and in her %urn,the_go@dess through 

the mouth of priest asks for different things whlch she




110

-

likes most. The required articie is produced at the

demangwpf'ﬁhg priest and ingthersame.conditién he goes

= to the.river bank: and throws. that article into {whip) the-
t b 9. T oanks a
17 ;§ water. For example, if she asks for 1Satko!, the'

'Satko!' is produced and all the pPeople go %o theffi&éf

— B bank and it is thrown into the water. Whatever she asks
i for, they’have to give that at_any cost. Once the-

artlcle is thrown into the water. they never try to:

- ,' iy

.15 get 1t back. pn_qompkeﬁ;gn.erﬂavratri rituals, a.

goat is sacrified and its meat. is cooked;.and, distributed "
| i

: ; there, The expenses for this- zoak 1s contrlbuted by

- L

all Kathodis in the equal proportlon.

‘ i 1 *FESTIVALS-..

: .B931deslthe woxéhlp of these gdeities, thg,

'1_ Kathodis celebrate'”any other festlvals .with nueh;g

7 | enthusiasm, main among them being Holi, Diwali}q;g:ﬁ;

R Wovratri, Akhatrij,ctc, At the time of Navratri: -

{ festival they worshlp the Marlmatam . On the minth
' day the prlest 1nvokes the vodgess and then the -

' Deople offer thelr pledged thlngs 1nd many . pledge
’ new thlﬂgs (for offering to. go dess).

v

¢ AR DINALI:

(¢ ,i Among Hindu castes Diwali 'i$ celebrated on
) r'. the no. moon, day of the Asho "isovad Amavasya",

= ;‘ But in. Dangs, Diwali is not celebrated in ‘this

manner. - Bach- tribal group decides a ééf%aiﬂ'déy;' -

and on that day t‘ey all celebrate Diwali. After

T
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they have taken the crops of nagll, pulses | n
and- have brought the same" th thelr hquses, the 1mp§rtant
persons of the vlllage such aé Patll4 Karbharl, Jagalla
(Talatlls Peon) and elder persons of d1fferent tr1ba1

group sit togath%r to decxde a day for celebratlng th;§:

e

festivaly ;37§5ﬁ et b N
. o e
L S )

At the time of Divali tﬁey cook. rlce and aléo tha
meat . of Hen, T&ey also perform the 'Shradh ceremony“ of -
their dead ancestors. They c"ll thelr .nanmes: one‘by one
and the handful cooked focd ie Dut 1nszde the'"choolas"

Jine is also offered to. ‘bhem, - -nf~7?‘f?‘

r; _:: L e

Oon thls festival the dead ancestors are worshlpped
with a view that they may not harass them but on the_
contrary be of help to them, Flrst they'lnvokc thelr dead
an0ﬂstors and offer tnem wine ;nd meat of ‘hen and ask for
the b10351ngs;“H-.‘ 7 ' :

For ten days before the actual day of Holl,‘chlldren
and wyouth assemble 1n the night at the- place where'holl 1§
to be lighted and go on danclng and 51nglng Whlle neﬂtlng

drums and nlaylng 'tadpud';' “Both boys and glrls dance aﬂd

sing together. on the day of Settlng flre to holl, they :
bring the logs of "Teemerwa" treoe and taklng the 1eavcs
from it they prepare varland of the 1@aves whlch they
near the place of Holl. on that day all the nen, WOﬁen:“
and children put on best ClOthuS. Each fqﬂlly br;rgs &

coconut and they offer that to Holid mata alongw1th Paddy.

.

'.""7{_1;

AR i
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“ Then theyrcoék rlce -on- ‘the’ saﬁe spot and dlstrlbute it
“t6 all chlldrﬁn.- After this the Kathodls gathe%d_ there
”select aAle;dér from amongst themselves._ The:.1lzader
“asks then to slt around Hoii in a.éi;ele .and -then -

' 1nstructsvthém to bow thHeir head AONn before the Holi
Tflre.: While perfornlng this rwte, they ask the blessings

for thelr well-oelng and happlness and also pray for

the.well—beingrofﬂtheir children.

After the second day of Holi, tho boys got

ey G 5 ¥ . . :i' Lo
- together and roam:'in the whole village asking for the

"Faag"™ of Holi. _out of collected gpginguand-mdnéy,
they enjoy a feast:which include liguor also.

AKHATRIJ:

Lol s et

Oh”thisfﬁay the Xathodis put 6%flddiﬁé-gny£gpxga-
and d@wnoﬁ'undértake any sortof-ecbhoﬁié.écéivitx.
queve;, on this day they go to the river for fléﬁlng
and théy prepare delicacies fron fish,” The” God of

cycleone or storm is worshlpped,onéthls'day. The cooked

delicacies are first offered to the deity.

SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS;“

Another aspect of the K;thodls rollglon is their
belief 1n ghosts and witches: (1.e. ev11 Splrlts) ‘. THey
cccupy an 1m§§rtant place in the" rellglon of the Kathodi
people. Because the Kathodis belleve in spirits, they

worship their dead ancestors: in order to avoid the evil

influences and harassment of ghosts. In order to keep

-
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them pleased tney offer them sacrl;lces also. And “with g

view to get rid of theﬂ, thcy Haka. uhe hslp of exorclst'
(Bhagat). .The XKathodis axe ‘much . afraid of the witch,’

e

The Kathodis believé the witéh to be a living woman. The'
witch is supposed to know all kirds. of maglc and sorcery.f
A w1tch is belleved to Wander during nlbhtc partlcularly
on river banks in fhe'desgrted pladggn;nlthe V111ages.
She is élso‘égppbsed-tortagé anyquy shérlikes fé%fher
prevy. Beéauéelfﬁeﬁrare mugh=afraid.;fléﬁé;%itéﬁj:ﬁhey
don't reﬁé%i the éecreﬁ even if the& kﬁowfthé‘#bman who -
is a-witch. They believe that 1f they exPose the secret

and if the witeh comes to know thls, she won't spare. them

in any cases Witch cannot be controlled by anyone but the

exorcist only. 4nd th;tlfdogifdf this”tgge of‘purﬁ;se
there ars very éﬁééi&iufébés of e‘xorci_sﬁl;f Sg&h onrcist
is wvery pbwerfui‘iﬁ‘mégic'aﬁd witcheraft, Only thiéuv
'exoré&étucanwk?gp tﬁg.;itchﬂih‘céntrol and dqmolishuﬁgf

evil powers, L il
Tt is believed that the witch gives her heritage

to- anybody she llkes. It sh%lﬁfefers»aqwoman'forlthe-

same, - she selects a wénan -and.---then teacheF her ‘own mdglc
3hndgot§3?arts;ll3ut according. to. a bellcf the- ‘person who
'Iearnsﬁygﬁééé;;-f¥§m the witch, a;tqr the completlcn;pf
Her training she has t5h6ffer‘her fgv&ufiééqfﬁfﬁg'caSIa-
sacrlflce)to the witch. ‘Unle s-she offers tﬁe-sﬁbfifiCe

to the w1tch, her cdcation (or ra»ﬁer trdlnlng\ is oo

believed not to be completed. And 1f a pcrson “¥tained, by

Y VARBCWRER. PRI BERTR S
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the witch does riét 6ffer the éaérifiée,'she becories a

o lunatic. ‘ She Has to give tHe gacrifics of a féié-dﬁr;:te

{  perscnrand”ﬁhat'féVbﬁfité:péféon‘éah be the husbéﬂa a i
:" son or any other dear ches, After thls offerlng she g
ol is entitled to’ ‘8¢t “the ‘place of a fPerfect witch'. é
- Tt is believed: that if this wikéh catches the spirit i
b of somebody*sfbod?;'hé”or'shé immédiételj.ﬁieS} %
. " only that person who is well- conversant with ; #
J: ; the art of magic can control the witch. He ca;:;aéily ! 3
ﬁ_ find out the woman who 15-%’w1tch1and'thege§iiTé§inéé

5 of ‘that witch: 'Hlo goes to the exorcist aid With obhap’

': i pecople they go td*ﬁﬁé:&ﬁéiliﬁés Sf;tﬁé%sbéééiieéHWiééﬁf

.1"' and catch hold of her.:.They carry the witch tea-

f; . river bank and . there they parform certain dcts so that-

cl that,ﬂqp@n_;em@inguno‘mQﬁe'a witch, The ritual is

;: perfoyged in this,way,,lfﬁey-m@ké-thewsupposed"wiﬁch

yl' stand amidst #he,waten.and-then;they giver her the ‘urine.

( of horse-apd;the green. leaves of "tandul"  and te1ll: her - o
‘i to Chew,it' This activity is forced upon' her until " g
‘i the blood starts oozing out from her mouth, No- sooner ;
{I does the blood cone, the ceremony is beligye@.to;beL% ?
{ perfo?ﬁ?d’ i
l

'The,exorgists;areralso.empqued=in~this'ceremony-
and thgyéarengferéd‘the~meat.ofpeither a"hen or a goat,
Rice is*also-cooked.,ﬁhatever expenditure ‘is invelved in

this,.is:collected.fcrcibly from the supposed witch,



ey St ol

It 1s belleved that the ex0r01sts detect the

Wltch oy thelr maglcal power., In der to do the sane

b G-

the exarcmsts perforn a rltual wnlch 1s like this. They

take a small pot fllled w1th Water and aiso he small
beans of the “dal of Adad" Then they dTOD the Deans

one by cne 1nto the pot taklng the names of 21l doubtful

women, and the Derson on whosa name the bean does not

Sink'fd‘the'bottdm,_ls the WO;&H éupposed tc ba the witch,

and “is got hold di‘. Lewdpman mEn o To
Apart from this, if sonebody is haxassed by a

-

ER AR S RO T e 5 o o

ghost the exorclst 15 aDproached 1n orde; to 1dent1fy

Sl F e TR I Ns : L

the ﬂhost and neutrallze 1ts evil 1nf1uences.

‘By performing a ritual they drive away the ghost |
from the body of that mem. If the ghost is ordinmary they

offggéﬁim%thgqmggtrgf a hen and if”tge-ghqst}iS,SOmething

s )

VQQY_trqubleSome;theypoffgr.hi@ the meat of 2 .goat, This
ritual of driving away the ghost .is performed in the ;

forest., On the same spot they offer cooked meat, rice,

an d 8pr11kle some wine, Then they celebrate a feast,

T bt i S il

Tt

- Joth the exorcist and the priest occupy an impertant

place in the religicn of the Kathodis. In the sphere of 5

i
religion the priest plays en important role. He is not i

cnly Qstecmg@.as_the,;éligiops lcader but apart from

ﬂthi%mhe“is very helpful in several other"matters - 1.8

|2

in pearf grmlng the worsblp ceruuony of tqe gods and

i

;m

*

cddesses, in getiing rid of the gbost ‘and appariticns

et A et L L 2 e

3
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and the witches , in ellmlnatlng the d;seases of both
men and cattles, etec, Eme Bhagat cures the diseases
with th91r excr01sm as Uell a3 w1th the help of
certéln necullar herbs (thece orleoua do not tell thé
name of those herbs to otherq) ﬂheneva:_there 1S‘a.
snake-bite_cr‘SQOrpian-bite xthenrthe .exoercists nelpr
thé.victim with their jantra- mantra (maglc) and certaln
herbs. iIn thenguriﬂg‘of dlseases, theffglth of_ﬁhe i
suffere? Cgunts<mﬁdh3 but séﬁéﬁlnes the herbs”iiéaf"

Work'effectivelvﬁ So'the Kathodls glve Vory hlgh T

esteem both to - the priest and theVBXQ?01S$SuJ Andise.

-whénevéfmthere is. any”t?oublé iikﬂ this tﬁey&cdﬁ%éc%%*‘

the prlest and W1th all hls resources He tries: to cure

¢

WG same, and people get" satlsfactlon that. they a“e T ?L'

L T AL

cured, One stch . true’ story runs 11ke thls

. AN tVadpada!'" V1llaﬂe there lived: Kathodl wh
was severelyfill”%ince lastjs;g mpnths,-.ﬂe'wéht to
the Bhagat and "?:J'y"":ﬁ‘ell.i.x;g.' him his_problem got 2 ‘doral
as a curse and,Suiﬁ%i§ingiy énough he felt-céﬁfoféébié-
aft er some time, This man was éuffering from thg.
trouble of severe pain in his back. He was much
troubled with this, As a cure to this the 3nagat put
some cutsron-both the sides of his back and then he
put a hollow pipe qn,ﬁhese cuts and sucked out the
bad blood. And then gradually he recovered from his
hellish pain. They also app}y sucﬁ methods in order

to cure somée other diseases.
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HEALTH® AND NUTRITION :

S e
S

During the field'iﬁvesﬁiéation-mont.of the

Kathodls were found to Have- an axbiguous: att1tude

,towards tnu dlseases and“thelr:treatment. By and

large tkey bellev~ fhét'mosﬁ‘dﬂ,tha”@ia;ases are_due

s

to the wrnth of eV1i'éﬁifiﬁé“and;daitiegf.nye Bhagat
is spi °tuéi.aéies£”éf‘xatho@ir They, believe that,

o
et

m05u of tnﬂ ﬂlnor Jlseasﬂs ‘such as stpmzchache, fever

e o

i le,

and bodyache are dua “Ho ‘disorders in-the; functlonlng

e &8

_of the body. For such diseasas the Kathodl melleve

L

tgat 1oca1 narbs and‘Sﬁlcdsﬂafe:ﬂore effectlve by 1oca1

uallcatlon on tne affected haxrt or oral 1ntake of the

r

same. - Tbe dlsease 11ke small-pox,; tetaru% typhoid,
pneumonla ‘are “$peclifically attrlbuted to the wrath of

soms;delﬁy. 'Marm“Mataals.worshimped for rellef. The

arulcles of offerlngs are generally coconut, flﬂg,

cooked food to ‘deities 1%ke Mavl Mata, Sacrlflce of

poultry is also offered.- An case of s=r10us 111ncss

AtheY-QIéB”CbﬁSU1t‘ldcal*dqctp$ and even rush to hospltal

fot treatment.

A i e M ikt
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GHAPT@R VII

“TOWARDS NAKIhG KA”HODI‘S FUTURE A BDmTWR OWW

Looking clearly to the 1ife of the Xathodis, one

w111 flﬂd a small peoole caught by poverty and econcmic

e e

exploitatlons; byrdlscr1m1nat10n and unequal treatment,
by ugemployment and underemployment by poor health and
-dextremely poor 11v1ng CondltlunS- One can not help but
N nofiqe"%hét'thé Kéthddis_are-%iying}%n.s@pcking and
téf%iﬁiéééohditicns; Every whqre they share the mlnorlty
status with "the other tribal grdups but are soclélly more
1solatéd“from_the‘dominant tribal sogigty. DCOnomlcally
tﬁé? éfé"ﬁf”far'theimost'disaﬂgégtaged, The nﬂdlan
“annual’ 1ncome per Kathodl household from all SOurces
probably ‘stood.near Rs. 626/- at 197h 75 prlces. The
’unemployment and. undaremnloynent rate is extra—ordlnarlly
‘high,  Their world.is almost closed to ruts:.ders, because
it is'threatened,fbuﬁ_it;has_pggn_threa#ened throughout
tﬁeir‘éxistenqg. Their social.éna eéonoﬁi§;§fétem is
marga.nal to the doﬂln nt trlbal 5001ety ana.protected by
tﬁé—mérginality,, Marginality meﬁns nﬁn—partlclontlon in
“gé%eﬁhm@nt-schemes,tq-paqgg?;on”of ass;m;la#lon.dev1ces
‘and’ accep¥znce of acononmic pévprfy for fﬁé';aké of
being :Left alone - sufely a grim price to pay 3nd with no
guarantco that,th@,sﬁqat egy W111 succeﬂd. The acceptance

of: ‘Doverty is. an adaptlvn measure to 1nsur° cultural’

survival, for we found that d05p1te 11v1ng in shocking

s
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inhuman condit ions they still renrcsent = saparate;,

continuing cultural system. '"grﬁgnnd the hidden Kathodd

worldi’,'y

cper=ting w1uh11 alle st:rm:tv.n:'fa cf the dc“zq t

tribal secioty.” Behlnd ‘the squalor o;lcontenvnrﬂry

aﬁé“fﬁé'ééleﬂdcﬁr”and‘differeﬁt déspairs of anb%ﬁér'%ime.

- In this alien structure it is imp ss:l.ble :f‘or “the
K1 .Géis to recaive ﬁesaeratbly neﬁded f1n£ﬁ01ﬂl and

mqral ¢u3~ort Some altoruatlves snould be Pound that

o e . S . . 5 .° '

,:'\ N Core g

Lwoulﬂ nct orly grant botter ﬁrotectlon to Kethod

is but,.

alsc im;rove Helr ccndltlons substﬂntlglly and certainly,

From sqciOueconomic analysis of Kathodis one-éaﬁ

A

zpod oqt_three malr dlstlnct problems v1 he DoVerty,k

1111teracy nnd 1gnorance._ Thera car rot be two onlnlon

that tﬁ ovar+ 15 the :reatest robler of K hodis whio
i B P , At =
e o R S = . S X Ty AL T
live under’ s?arving apd shocklng_conditions_ On account

of abjectrpoverty, the Xathodis are undernourishad and .

F4

S5

ffa red from ualnutrlulon. The extreme form of poverty

emoing Xathodis has_npt beenVQErely reflecte@ in:paﬁgipyﬂ

o

of thsir mat 1a1 posse3510ns ana iow s»andard of 11v1ng
but also iﬂ the f"ct taa+ for  meny days in a year, they
nave to geo even w1thout food Durlng the co: urse of fleld

work.one of the 1nformants exalaimed tﬂat “the.90vernment
froosh B T ” B o Sl : . . L A S R

should shoot us dogn qnd flﬂlsh s at a tlme" his

ndi C“t”d the “tter dngec»lon prevalent in- tils tr1ba1

group.

A
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Sakaria Chiiia of.Manmodi village also—uftored

some such kind of sentlments, even though he could

not speak oroperly because of hlS old ages.: He"szid,
"we, the Kaahodls are still 11v1nv the life -of. mongrel,
whlle our bretheren clsewhere have become “men' God
knows wheﬂ %e may have the chance cf Progress., Tkis
rodllsatlon 'has dawned upon them becauso of cultural
contacts w;th poo ple of othcrﬁtrlbal groups.. ~This
reallsation about their backwarﬁness seems to ‘be.. .a

happy augury uhat +he trlbo may shake off all 1ts

deJection and 1solﬁtion and strlve to 1mprovo Ats 1oty

That dld Sakarla Chlma ficant by soylng that mombors of"

other trlbal group have become 'mcn' whlle they BEEILL

rena;ned 11ke dogs? He probably neant th _?p@ofw

mcmbers of other groupé havo achleved ﬂccnomlcally

_p.,

comfortable p051u10n and were occupying 2 secure hnd

honourable place 1n th0'50010ty.- Th“y wero also ;3j”

-~

rlmorcv1ng econcmlcally because they got more food Lo

EXAsIEN
i

eat.now-aAdays. They have started puttlng on good

clothes and have a varlety of artloles and utena;ls i

Ei]

their nouses" | I*‘ shoxt, sakaéia Chima felt that the
K= thodis shculd be enabled to gct ~ood JObS,‘t eir 1@nd
should oc nade to produce more food crcpq so‘that th”y
mlght get at loast .one soucre mo;iho day and tney

should have publlc hﬁalth and. ﬂedlcwl fa0111tles for

the curs of thelr dlseaseo'and ai1ments.

.
Che
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Peeping into their past 1ife, it is very
apéefent that thQ,KatﬁOdis ﬁe?e, ornce upon a time,
.primitive hunters.and»food’geﬁherers} As =uch ‘they
mnay Qe regarded as a. representatlve examele of a
forner Qentlng trlbe in proceéss of 1ntegrat10n 1nto
theo systen of the’ ‘dominant trlbal populatlon of ﬁhe
region where they live. ‘Theéy have been hunters,
flshermen and experts in 'Kaath?' maklng and in
recenf tlmes have_become skilled Charcoal makers,
hany of them nowadays may ‘be descrlbeﬂ as neglected‘
agrlcultural labqurers ef the ‘well- to do agriculturlsts.g
from the other tr1ba1 groups of ~ the reglon. .However,
until’ not 1ong agp, the Kathodis were a free hurtlng
trlbe‘whose tr1ba1 .prganisiation dlslntegeated as a.
result of the expandlng ‘eConomy ‘of the nelghbourlng
communltles._;Carcumstances forced them to 11ve a
pracariocus, symblotlc existence undor the domlﬁent
agricul tural tr;bal communities. They had no alternat;ve,
other than to accept the p051t10n at the lowest 1eve1
in their reggqq. ~But they’ ‘could’ not get 1ntegrated
to the domlnant trlbal 5001et1es, and they accopted a
temporary 1oose association W1th thelr nelgabours.
Al though uaelrs wes essentlally a huntcrs' and )
ebllectbrs{ cconomy, agriculture ﬁes not entirely

unknown to them.}We Ffound -in Dangs and Saoarkantha

that the K;tHOdls owned small’ olots of agrlcultural

T W T
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land but in any case thoir economy can not be termed
s-2gricul turel ﬂconomy.' In Bharuch end Sﬁrat digtricts
they are hlred a8 cattle gazers and mainly dependent

upor the Jomihant tribal group fox thei® livelihood.

Tn'ﬁhatevér economic situgtidn_fhey haye_been
‘found %owad;ﬁs,Atﬁﬂlr 1ong a?d_traditibﬁal association
with AUﬁblnﬂlﬁﬂd food gntﬂerlng in the forest is very
much appaféﬁt;! The adaptive traits of he_tribe are
in evzdence 1ﬁ tﬁewr occﬂlati?ns 'sub? éé'ag;igu%tu?e,

1agr10u1tural labour, cowherds,_charcbal‘#akers, etc,

. As sucn, the most sar51ble thing to Lmnrove t4e1r‘

economlc llf wlll be to devise: Drog“andes of devalojlng

their express@d sk111s., Their skitlg  in collectlon of

-

minor foreut nroduce such as. honey,’rums{ wax and dincense

‘and other forest products._:Thé Kathoéié’éﬁould,be given

scope to gbther tﬂ se ferast prodﬁcas'buﬁ Hey have to

sell i¥% 'ét a tulow-away price to local traders. If

~some suxtable orv sed marketlng crgarisation  is

e8%a ollshed for Queiv buﬂeflt backec and ‘supported
fir an01911§ t market and Drocess.qn‘intensiVe as wall
as gxtensive sculo, 1t w1ll cht ly g0 a- long way in

freelng thém froﬂ thc sordld cl“tches of poverty. Thers

.;g;a-gcod and lhcrﬁtlv nﬂrkﬂt Tor Zroducts nade out of

such: 1eroa1 plmnts,landAthe“e is grecst. Doteptl“lity of

<.

this:acu1v1ty'in the fﬁrvstslof this State,  The Kzothodis

can bo invelved in'ccllection of thase herbs. YWe know
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“from the past history of ‘the Kathodis; that thie Bohras,

"'a trading musiim;comﬁﬁhfty;ﬁ5ﬁbceséfuif§“éxpibited the

¥

;skllls of Kathodis for maklng iKaththat from Khair tree.

fhefs is a good market for Katha, 5itgshould be possible
to Qérﬁfﬁﬁ'é[SChéﬁe of manufacturs of Katha by the Xathodis.
$48E = scheme is feasible if some imaginative and concreto

planring is done in this diredtion,  In any'of such

j':1.‘rexz1'!.',1.1:i:'e,'-1:}1}&:''ma;x'lr«:eﬁb:_i.ngj-‘,’fai.‘é_,r;feci:'it’.s of vital importance.

"If the Xathodis are left’ to ‘the mercy of thé petty traders,

things will not work to their benefitsi, Marketing aspects

“é%e”iméprfant”ﬁéﬁ'6h1y?in'respectDOf*forest Based industry

but évéﬁ'whén we plan animal husbandry programmes, poultry

development programmés, &tc, for this community, the

'ﬁ%rkeiingfaépéct'mus#'beitaken care of complately. Only
"“‘then the’ Kauao&is_ban'be freed from ‘the. vicious circle of

”ﬁeconomlc degradaticn and’ exploitation

The aconomy of ﬂathod1 comprlse= of different

act¢V1t1ns 11ke forest labour,' unulng, fishing, agriculture,

animal‘husbandry, poultry, etec, ﬂowever, this is not

available 21l the time to them., The hunting =nd fishing

too, are not a regular source of food supply. - They peossess

Tittle land and that land is also. less fertile, undulating

type and mostly unirrigated. The  agriculture produce

.therefore is “a;dly sufficient for.a family even for.

twowxthree months in the year. These various occupations

-do not increase their. family income or- -for that matter

e M A A TR A5 e, A -
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hardly bring any stability in their earning. 3ut o

keep themselves diive, anyrscrt of occupation is
5 . 3 a1 s 5 Bg

-¥E¢Eived by tﬁeﬁ;wfﬁﬁ:gfééﬁ i-% and oassaole

?1éﬁéi”6fﬁékills:develébéaﬂ thereln.

5_ _,.'.

.jThé féfesthpiéys

et

“izn dmportant role in tﬁé'ﬁconomy of Kathodis., The

v lievéT increasing restriciions and withdrawal of

‘doric¥ssions ‘of forest have led to many hardships to

them,

For Kathodls all attentlon should be directed

first to th f problem of pove&ty ohd 1111t°racy.
Sba01a1 schemes basod o1 1oca1 COndltlons and occupatlon
,can be taken up for thelr economlc ané educatloﬁal

develcpment. The follow1ng suggestloﬂs are offe?ed

o ‘.

with a view to improving the economlc ﬁnd coc1a1

condltlons of the Kat:odle of thls Stqtc.

AGRICUL%éE AND ANTIMAL H*’JS_EANI)BY

The basic objective of the economic plan should
Ha tqAenﬁuxeqa;minimum;threshold-inéDMe te the Xathodis,

Based on cur informaticn . they are. divided into three

groups. The_figst_group'qusisﬁs_qf isndless. They

constitute nearly 47 per cent. of. the total surveyed

houszholds: None of them has any assst . -base. The-

lend which a few of them own provides meagre income. and

cmployment. . This group sqould be previded. WLtH a -

wagefpéid,émpldymaﬁt;in gpultry k cplng or in full time

nen-agriculturzl operaticis, Employmenq‘lnrfcrest and

-

P —
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e

"’ forest based activities will form an imoqrtant =oﬁrce

of in coms to thls group. o pasolale, 1and qnould be
iﬂllotﬁd to 1;;;19 58 Kathodis: . ‘After allotm- t of land

toe them and for safeguardzng the OWherSle uf 1and alrﬁﬂdy
in their p0539531on it ds neccssaky that tne land in

tﬁ.ir 6sgésslon should net in. any ‘¢ase p'sat t“ansf rvnﬂ

to noq—trlb*%sror tha People of other “dvance tr1041 ETOoND o
Duri ng the, course of fiecld 1nvest1g1tion, it has beon

found thﬂt in S_baVKuntha Tegion many plots of Xathodis

land are under tho COﬂurol of Gel;SluS, ardominant trihal

e

groun in tﬁat area. The land ig taken against the récovery
of debts, Ife hu-surpiﬁg land is not available in' the
“wvillage iféeif} tho forest lang being veleasbed for
cultiﬁéﬁ%bﬁtshould be hllotted o landless Xathedis.
EeSides iénd;.t5e bullocks and agricnltural -implements
ﬁLéul@”§i55 be glven to tﬁeﬁ-. If it is possibls the new

wells should be dug out for them for irrigaticn,

Thefsecon&fgrdup consisted of housenoldg with cne
to five acres &F land."They alsﬁ ccnstltuue nearly. Ly

Par cent cf‘tﬁé trtal surveyed Lcusoholdu; xScme of the

-

IS
i

uscholtds of thiy - g"cup Have been Diver 1and undex

dan,” but thé’daﬂditibh'bf the 1and in possess1on of
b R

e,
=
G

c
Xavacdis is not uapto #ﬁehié§éi. The 1und Has not beexn,
reclaimad praaefl?'aﬁd fﬁily; Merebvef, ﬁhgynargluga?le
uazarﬂguce encugh 1n'ﬁbsence of 1rfig:ti on and other:

facilities, 'Bésidasﬂlaﬁé,:u“ey pessess llV&wStOCk.

N, e e 00 T IR R Sl
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This base can be strongthened. Tho productivity of
the cultivable land owned by this group shogld be
inicreased to such an extent that the&fcan.get a
substantidl amount of threshold income from agriculturs
itself. They should aleso be encouragsd and given
facilities to take up such complimentary occupaticns
wiich will pay them as ruch as they will earn from
wage paid employment, On = Priocr greund it appears
that it should be nprofitable to encourage houscholds
owning 1 to 2.5 acres of laﬂq‘tp ge for poultry
raising on a sufficiently bié scale, Farmers with
more then 2.5 acres but less than 5 acres rnay be
encouraged and given facilities to take ﬁp‘dair? and

animal husbandry enterprises.

Households owning from 5 to 10 acres of land
formed the third grous. Thev constitute ngarly 7 per
cent of the total surveyed households. For them the
strategy should be to zssist development of their
agriculture in such a way that they_get the threshold

income right from their farms alone,

The three major constraints inhibiting their
agricuitural development hes been ; (1) infertile and
rocky soil, (2) absence of irrigation and (3) 1ack of

resscurces, such as plough,

0]

tc., The removal of those
censtraints is nacessary not only tec step up the Dace

of develeopment but also to offer irncreasingly



N
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emnloyment and- income opportunltles to’ pbor K wodis,

If steps are not tcken for 1and development, ﬁhe

EEPTRE T UR R RS LR R DR TR AR L T )

productivity capa01ty of the 1aud owned by the Kauhodls

T

will be depleted beyond'redemption. Irrlgatlon facilities

are bound to benefit the 1and owning'cultiQQférs.
Wlthcut 1rr1gatlcr 1t w111 be difficult to oromote

grOth of agAlcultu Considerlng the axtreme poverty

T R i i ik 4

of Kathedls, it w111 bo necesvary to’ prov1de tnem ]

‘enough: subsxdy for thelr agrlcultural development %

The baslc strateg& 1n for%ulating'the de;elobment :
Drogrmmnes for agrlculture and an1ma1 husbandry should
aim. at Increa51ng 0roduct1v1ty 1n order to raise the
-éonéumétlon level of the Kﬁthodls. Tith the strategy in
nind, we %111 prOPOSe the follow1ng developnent

DIrOgYanmes,

"_ﬁﬁéteférgi;ﬁd th?y,po§3éés is-ofﬁbéor quality and
in th_é'-'absgnée‘é‘f'11—;'.:;-&1;:;@_ ;.x'r:_i.rg_e_,_tr:.i.pn- facilities a2t their
disposzal, thg gcbpé.fof-i;%raqééing_é-new'cfé?ﬁing .
pattern ahd iﬁfenéi#é impr&véd}pultivation practices“is
limited. A programme to Qér&ey the lznds owied by
Kathodis and to workK out 'dé'téiled l2nd deveélopment
schemes should havw flrst priorlty The pro grammes of
reclamation, bundlng, 1eve11ng and tarr301ng will not.
only improve the. quellty of t’elr lands but can oé é‘“
useful_sou;qe-pi providlng 1mmcd1aﬁq-wage'péidJéP lovment.

The prdgramme:of_land‘déﬁélb?ﬁent should be felleowed by
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seﬂemes to replace the local varieties of nagli, vari, kodra
and banti by high Yielding var1et¢es, and high yleldlng
varicties of seeds should be Supplled to them free of cost,
Potentiality of provldlng irrigation facilities should next
be explored and if feasible a new cropplng pattern might be

con31dere¢.

Onenmore=éfea we will propose ‘to be taken up for

”organlsed efforts, is cultlvatlon of vegetables at the
‘household 1eve1 x.e. kltchen gardenlhg. Kitchen gardening

'w1ll ralse notronly‘the income level, but also the

nutrltlon level of” malnourlshed Kathodis, Some of=the
Kathodls do grew vegetables now, but on a marglnal -scale and

in an unorganlsed manner without muck care of the varlety

and yleld Vegetables like Pumpkln, Musk Melon, Vetches,

“Gound, brzngal, Lady's flngers, cucumber, chlllles, coriander,

garllc and tumerlc could be grown.ln the kltchen garden. By
1ntroduclng and popular1s1ng kltchen gardenlng the consumptlon
of: vegetables w1ll .be substantlally inereased among Kathodls.
Slmllarly, frult trees such as mango ard papaya can also be
grown, ‘It is therefore- proposed that each household be
supplied with & good Varlety of seeds of vegetables and

seedllngs of frult tree frée of costs._A

R o e i
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ANTMAL HUSBANDRY:

L]

In fact very few ‘athodi households has some
cattle while poultry is found qulte ‘aniversal among
them. - The cattle_;rq of inqiggnoys ?reeég,rsmall in
size, Livesfock.?roducts tﬁerefore ﬁave:no place in
their economy. In certain areas {sagbara and Mangrol
faluﬁés) some Kathoﬁi households mainly depend on

~cattle gra21ng occupatlons though they themselves
hardly own any cattle. AS a»strategy we propose
dlstrlbutlon of sultable 1mproved breed of milch
cattle and 1mproved breed of poultry birds to each

¢?9“?9h91d to raise the productlvlty as well as to
impréve‘the e%iétihg number of 1ivesfdék. Beside
thls, to meet the eXpenses of rearing poultry birds
and mllch cattle each household should be .- given
certaln amount of cash as feﬂd cost for atleast two
years. Fromrthe ﬁhird ?ear onwards the household will
be able to fiﬁance the annual cost ffom their own
resources. Consumption of milk among Kathodis is
almost nil. The consump tion of milk can be met by
giving one milch cow to almost every household.
Similarly, the consumption of meat and eggs can also
be substantially raised by encouraging and_assiSting

the Kathodi households %o take to poultry.

. B T

RS L
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FORESTS

" Forest played an'impqrtant role in the economy of
Kathodis; éﬁite a good number of Kzthodi households
mainly subsist on forest woxic. | The ever increasingly
rest:ictioﬁsvand:withdkawél,of~coﬁ6¢ssions of forest
havgzled'”té many hardsﬂips to thém; At present, the forest
departmEnt”wifh the dssistance;of‘fhe'forest labourers:
cooperaulves have been undertaklng two'maln activities.
These are felling of . trees and afforestatlon in the forests.

- "“.

In adq;tlon 1t is undertaklng several.other activities

‘such as road construction in forests,‘aﬁd collection of

minor forest products such as grass, mahua fruits and

flowers. Most of the Kathodis are found to ke engaged in

.these economicfactivities;?:ih many areas the Kathodis

have been found to gather_forééf product such as hoéney,

sums and musii; but they havéifé ééll it ‘on a throw away

price to”1oca1 trader . Ine cerféln areas they have been

collectlng fire-wood but they have to. sell at Be.1/- or

1 Kg}'of Bantl oY nagll to. local traders. ‘They are also

expert in charcoal'making.. “Their expertise in charcoal

making*gléo can beldé;éioped_ Me will propose the.‘

following suggest?qns”fafﬁforest wo vk which may give them

direct emﬁigfﬁeht.

(1) A sultable marketlng organisation sHould be
developed for gathering forest products. on .

intensive as well as exten51ve scale,
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(2)

(3)

()

(5)

In certain areas such as (i) Vijaynagar taluka

.and in Dangs, government should set up SQeéiai

forest labourers cooperative society of Kathodis
which may undertake the forest work, i.e. felling

of trees, laying of nurseriest,plantayion,

‘gathéring of forest produce and charcoal making.,

The government should do away with contract
system‘and'give these works tc the cooperatives

on mohdpoly basis.

Introduction of few forest based industrie§ such =

as bidi making,_mahua oil exfracting7or reviving
their age-old industry of tKatha making'. Many
of - the Kathodi families still have the skill of
Katha making.. ALl these fTorest .activities will’
reéu%rg”a‘large,number of workers and néeded to
employ simple technology. These .activities will
give ﬁhequaximum possible wage employment. Tt

should also ggnerate.suﬁficienthincome+to bring

i

them upto or above. the threshold level.

Kathedis have been'quite’éxﬁerté in cﬁé}boal
making, A few small forest coups'Sthia ﬁé
carmaried for the Kathodis for ihe purpose of
preparing charco ald

Tn Uchhal taluka Kathodis have been inhabiting
in such Viiiaées'ﬁhiéﬁnaré'éuife noar the Ukai

Ham. They have been catching fishes on a

i
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marginal scale, In this particular area a special
Fish Cooperative Societies for Kathodis should be
set up to provide them opportunities to earn
additional incowe. At present in this area Fish
Cooperative Society has been started for other
tribal groups. In the existing society the Kathodis
have not been inciluded due to one or other reasons,
though they have been living with othor tribal

groups in that area,

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT;

The appalling illiﬁeraéy'prevziling amorntg Kathodis
is anﬁanormous problem, Most of the men and women are
iliiterate. Among the educated too, most of them have
not studied beyond the middle stage'of'educgtion. There
is only one matriculate in the total sample. The literacy
rate is 3.36 per cent. Among females the problem of
illiteracy is even more serious. Only 1,22 per cent of
females are literate. Only one girl in Dang: area has
studied upto S.5.C. and has been working as a teacher in
‘the Ashram School. But on the whole the general standard
of education among Kathodis is as low as ever. The
number of school-going children is also very small.
During the course of field investigation it has been
found that there is gradual awareness among Kathodis

of the benefits of education, but the most serious problem

is that they will lose a part of their income by sending
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the childrenathsehocl”as‘they haée been earning or
d_halplng hands to the parents., It is really absurd to
rlmaglne that a communlty whose meﬁbers have to struggle
ha:d for‘bare-existeﬁce, will ever feel 11ke sendlng
their children to school. Thair chief complaint
rega:ding education is that {heir educated children
g:elgot}well provided for, They?élso grudge that their
children are refused employment because they are poor.
They also complainﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁgg;?gpi;;tigs are not sufficient
and the expenseéwéré.prohibitivp, Thusg, in order to
popﬁiééiééjédééééioﬁ é@pﬁéitﬁeﬁ,_ig,gaph,village Kathodi
*-households should be iﬁ%n.;oge sort of financial
support or 1ncent1ve'to ;ange them_ﬁoisengwtheir

children %o - st

In certain areas such as in/ sbuthern part of Dangs
br*iﬁ‘;isaynagaréglgkg,a.separate Asnrém Shala for
Kathcdl should'be 3tarted,- It :is true that compared
w1th other prlmary schools the pex student cost of
education is higher in Ashram Phala because of free
boarding and lodging,  But if such -facilities can inake
the poor Kathodi to send their children for schooling
énéﬁrrif_such échpqlingjkept'childreh bet#ér fe&, the
cost incurred will be a SQCial'inVEStmentﬁhf“

Moreover, the Kath Odl voung men =znd women with
requi;ife q;élificgtion shonld be given tos prefarence
in-sobs aéﬁﬁéon; Driver, Forester or Beatguard and

Teachers,
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HOUSING:

Adequate housing is essential to the welfare
and happiness of a Kathodi family, the very basis of
gsccial life, The condition undazy waiich many Xatheodis
have been living is generally much wc¥se, For building
a house all sorts of materials and assistance should be
provided to them free of cost. Along with houses, in a
‘Kathodi hamlet a separate well foxr drinking water ghould

‘also be constructed.

HBALTHS .. i

The isolation of Xathodi communities which impedes

theﬁr'sqqéai education and:inadequgtéfhouSipg further

lower the!?£é£d£rd of:Kathodis.ﬁealtﬁ:.Ma}arih, tubefculosis,

'ﬁTQVer,‘xesgifgtdryfdiéééses, dyéentr&, digr:ﬁcea,'scabies,
rickeﬁswanQ-éiigzdﬁseasgs are f;ﬂnd among the Kathodis.
Kathodis héve.hdt been . at paraiﬁ accepting the medical

treatment partly because of inadequate awareness and

partly because of poor economié condition., Also in

additiqgjﬁé the health work that is carried out by Doctors
“and Nursés of the Primary Hcalth Centres, Kathodi welfare
workers should be appointed to aéSis?Lthgse_people in
tacklingiproblems arisinglff;ﬁ p6oi?hou$iqg and hvgienic
condltions and in ensuring é&éQuate cqve;ége of nrotective
measures such as smallfgox vacceination, ?fiple vaccination,

B.C.G. vaccinatien, etc.
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On discussion with them fegarding tribal development
and ?TOQIQE&GS,‘lt has been found that the Xzthosdis du not
“know mﬁch Qf the contents of tribal development programnme,
This is partly because they have not been associated with
various iﬁsfitutions at viliage level, through which the

programmes are being impleémented.. Block Development '

C0fficials seldom approach them for their socio-cconomic ﬁ
develeopment as has been done in case of other tribal.
communities., So the internal BOHdlthnS of Xathcodis has

not been aniderstésd and their. oroblams have remained

- i
unidentified. TIn order that the Kathpgis may be actively
asSociatedzﬁifh village level institutions, soecial
efforts should be made by village 1eaders and cther
off101als serv;ng in the village. ¢Only then thejKatﬁodla
w1ll be 1n a better position to taﬂe benefits of various
tribalrdevelopment schemes. The funqtionaries teo,
should ﬁ&t leave the Zathodis alene and they should
rather increase their contactk, mainly for constructive
purposes; This will help the functiconaries in the

identificatison of real felt needs of the Kathodis.

]

The o%her tribél groups with whom they have been
lijing‘copsider.Kathcdis as’ untouchables. They occupy
lowest positicn in theif“sccial life and are economically
the poorest, These factors also 1imit-their mebility and

centact with cutsiders, including the development workers,
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So they are still lagging behind than the regt of the
others. The cultural lag caused between the Xathodis

and the rest of the villege population creates a new

Jsocio-psychologiéai'probk@m,among them. . They are

found to have beéﬂ*sufferimg from inferiority complex
as the“cir;ﬁﬁéféﬁbes andQSurroundings H;vé ﬁa&e‘them
mgre.conaciqus'of their present position‘and:%iéatmént-
They feel they have no spokesman of their own who, can
look after their intercst and welfare, Thiéti511éading

) N i
them to their loss of nerves. . ‘

To - sum up, the Kathedis have been'paSSiﬁg'throﬁgh
great stress and_stnain;TThe main problef ¢f Kathodis

is poverty. 1In crder. that the Kathodis may - restore

interest in life and may not suffer from ioss of nerve,

their economic 1ife is tc be imﬁediately revitalised
and strengthened. The paramount task of the State
Government and Social Workers is tc break up thedir
vicious circle. Once this is done, the rest will be

easy for Kathodis,

In short, development of Kathcdig should be
tzken as a serious issue which should not be cloakad
in debate over tables, . There is important work to be
dehe in achieving some sort of understanding how
fruitful changes should bo brought to this moor
commmnity. e should stop playing "sophisticated

gemes with live pscple!., Yhile plamnning develonment
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progrwmnas for them 1t ﬁ11l be wortnwhlle to involve

a 8001a1 801ent1st who w111 take care of the 50010-

cultural constralnts in the v1nb111ty cf

anr ‘ZC,‘I'O gramme

nCﬁnt fc thelr dEVqubme t The #afﬁédis'hnﬂ other

mlnorlty trlbal gloups mdc are 11V1ng a pr carlﬁus and

-

Primitive condltlcn, uﬂouli be con51d_r d as a t"ust

'of the State Govcrnncno ﬂn b°h¢1f of the best tra 1£ibns

of nanklnd

. == X — %--_‘._.M.,Al
—— DR e T




e

‘e

L

Tt

i T e ot



sl whma 20 aelin 3ok o uerda @anlly, 2ausae-3cooly

_ U510
A EARNBAL M) o

“eflefl-aerridl avsLadl
ufii (G, “Racly”
YorRidn gefond

: JOY?.[(lfll. aifg nnz{li?u

AHE MG
govAdl-Slled dazfia (aufEal 2434)

Bad) @ Emdl aveadl

AR 2 - A

- g % feErt

g ¥ omRard (R )

" A Supplement to the Special Tribal Number of ‘* Vidyapith >
. Mogra Dev : Tribal CI'O_CQ_dllB Gods

“Vetra' Ne Khambha™ ;- Memorials for the Dead

: mu(‘qnﬁ Az w2kl auRt

. @y [ g a4l Gaelaied Rl Ay aurl

o 2ER A 2R dreftn egett Bl By duRe

. Yovudeit - muf‘m%ﬂwm Aovdla safa

Wik

. BEARD (Fraral AR 21T ]ARW A A Aoveudit 247 5300
*[Aoreel sl Baaly A Rovell -

31y agfEarf) el 21y ozm%&u _

il @R 92l s'sud Wl
2Farll Frardl Bd G

i Graksl wabe e F31 A 20 24 zuﬁaql

siavRIdel 2AUE ARSI e Froteeldl AuAL
A1 F4fl [ArdRnl B oy YW3Ruf

~ Survey of" Tr-bal Devclopment Blocks

.. Wastage and Stagnatlon in Primary Education Among the Tribals -
AL Comparanve Study of Traditional Panch and Statutory Panchayat
- Problems of College Going Tribal Students

A -Follow-up Enquiry of the Tramccs Trained at Tribal Research

" and Training Institute

3¢,

Health and Sanitation Programme in a Tribal Block

‘Well Irrigation  Programme in a Tribal Block
. An Enquiry into Political Consciousness among Tribals of Gujarat

Agricultural Deévelopment in Tribal Area
Repoit on the Working of Tribal Development Blocks

. Wastage and Stagnation in Primary Education in Tribal Arcas
. Problem of Land Alienation Among Tribals of Gujarat

g;avucml ayfEarall Fraral Sk 3t ot 24 e Ade FaefFud e

. nmﬁw A WAy el WAyl aqp(EaHu
. Yoruddl G Azulderd (Ag At

. Sy 2uard apui ov et Sl (braust 2eutn
L U AR Ugrert 2 ummydt wafasn

. Asendell sidsa wordaptal srsd wue

sgovam-u AR Hﬁ?lﬂl Wotddl Al QIﬂi’ng 3H

S SR AL wsell B At @ Ry wealsd

. The Kathodls of Gujarat

. An Bvaluation of Halpati Housing Scheme.

. Socio—Religious Movements Among Tribals of South Gularat

A Study of Health Services in Kathla Tribal Development Block

. Bonded Labour in Gujarat : Does it exist in Gujarat?
. On Some Aspects of Tribal Development

Nos 1 to 14 Prmted

a we e

O mrarie wudl

S
~ .
M

©(ang g, Hded R

Rash Blhan Lal
: " Rash Bihari Lal

A, [aug g

S 2ulfraus 2’
LW CTERET '
A YL o, wrg, AHY- fc‘urgvt@rt mﬁ
(Qne g
(aa e, A Ay, QY s £
4. allraed 2y
. wuilcams gy’
& afraaud 2ua

fme

Ed. Vimal Shah g

Dr. Eberhard Fischer, I-Iaku Shah 4"

Dr. Eberhard Fischer, Haku Shah"

Gmet aig, Wa Ay ' :
I Ruguw R

;:L Rusuer Taw

(g e, v B el

ferta s, i (el eia

3. ﬁl{wﬂw 531@1‘?1

mmw{c{l N&H‘l

Hydrel wufl
el 3l

Vimal Shah,’ Ramesh Shroﬂ'

Dr. Siddhataj Solanki
-Dr. Siddharaj Solanki

Rash Bihari:Lal

Rash Bihari Lal

Vimal Shah, Rash Bihari Lal
Vimal Shah

Rash Bihari Lal

Mustali’ Masavi

Moustali Masavi

d. R Ja'h

d. Ry a

b Rdriey Ja'¥l

L s a'd Pl
A, Rudgrior et ""7:‘ '\‘

~

T Rk uad, Aad ?u@am@a ulg -

[<

.. &L Beguer A, Aa'sy WdL - '_,=

3. Gsusr Ve, Audl Elﬁalm%d LT

Mustali Masavi, Gaurishanker - Pandya ,‘r:._'
Rash Bihari Lal oy W
Rash Bihari Lal i
Mustali Masavi AL
Rash Bihari Lal. -
Ed. Dr. Siddharaj Solanki A




