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The district Gazetteer, Sambalpur mentions, "A Mirdha is generally referred as Kuda meaning an earth
digger". They "speak 'Kurt Boh'... the dialect of the Kisans..." Their main occupation "is digging the earth
and other works connected to it. Generally they work in groups. The headman is called Mirdha. In course of
time the whole tribe is known as Mirdhas or Kunhar as is called in their mother tongue ... They have many
similarities with Kisan and are believed to be a section of the Kisan tribe" (1971 : 118). Now they are well
versed with Odia and speak Odia and use Odia script for inter-group communication. Some of them are
conversant with the Laria language also.

They are mainly distributed in the districts of Anugul, Dhenkanal and Nayagarh. According to 2001 census
the population of Kora tribe is 11,340, but during 2011 this increased to 54,408 (27,173 males and 27,235
females). Their sex ratio is 1002 females for 1000 males. Their total literacy rate is 68.54% in which male
literacy is 80.14% and female literacy is 57.04%.
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SETTLEMEN1
& HOUSING
Koras live in the hilly terrains of Anugul and Dhenkanal
districts which slopes down towards the north of Keonjhar and
Sambalpur districts. Their settlements are generally
homogeneous and are located near the foot hills, plains and
inside forest where perennial hill streams are flowing to provide
them drinking water throughout the year. Their houses are
arranged in a linear pattern leaving a narrow space as their
village street.
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