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“The Tibeto-Barmans migrated from their original seat on the upper
courses of the Yangtse and the Hoangho towards the headwaters of
the Irrawaddy and of the Chindwin”
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in the main, Assam has drawn its inhabitants from the vast hive
of the Mongolian race in western China, which in very recent times
threw off a series of swarms that afterwards found their way into
the frontier lands of India; some to the west, ascending the lsan-Po
or upper course of the Brahmaputra and some along the northern
slopes of the Himalayas, some to the south, down the courses of
the Chindwin, Irrawaddy, Salween, Menam and Mekong rivers,
peopling Barma, Siam and the adjoining countries and some to the
south-west, descending the Brahmaputra to Assam and thence far
into Bengal"

swrwr a"=lr1eera1e*|1’fi<wr&rn@l*rvc,f‘;1r1t@1n“§r(>.s<ao) am ~s1<r3?_rca=rcFr=r—
"The area of characterization for the primitive Sino-Tibetan speech
appears to have been north-western China between the headwaters
of the Huang Ho and the Yang-Tsze kiang rivers. Possibly very early
off-shoots of the prot-sino-Tibetan speaking Mongoloids, before the
language was fully characterized, came down to south China and
Burma....

mawfir(>ses)mtar*n%@lalal%@awrcarcTsrwtsvmaneW3‘l%aa
I1=f~r1 3>‘(.$1'C§'~ll F951 so-1»r—
"AIl that we can say with certainty isthat from about 2000 B.C. there
was a movement of Mongoloid populations from the north to India
through Assam and these people along with others who migrated
from northern Burma formed, from the remote past, the bulk of the
population of Assam... There were apparently wave after wave of
these migrationsand the invaders belonged to the lndo-Chinese
linguistic family, of which the two most important sub-families are
the Mon-khmer and the Tibeto-Burman. The third, Siamese Chinese,
lflC|UCl6S Shan, which was spoken by the Ahoms, the last of these
lllV8d6l'S. The, Mon-khmer speakers appear to have come earlier than
the others. They are apparently driven by subsequent Tibeto-Burman
hordes into the Khasi Hills, which is the only part ofAssam in which the
sub-family now exists. Of the Tibeto-Burman sub-family, there were
three groups, viz. Naga, Kuki-Chin and Bodo. The Naga and Kuki
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speakers were driven to the hills and Bodo became the prominent
language. It includes all the surviving non-Aryan languages of the
plains, the Garo Hills and the North Cachar Hills. Kachari, Mech,
Garo, Dimasa, Tipra, Lalung and Chutiya are derivations of Bodo.
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