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CFHWISQIW ‘KEY fifitii él3@§@i? Elfil1‘Fl‘GIl§1I I “... “Prose narratives that
are regarded as fiction are called folktales. They usually recount the
adventures of animals or humans, but ogres and even deities may appear
in them. A variety of subtypes may be distinguished including drolls or
noodles, trickster tales, tall tales, dilema tales, formulistic tales and moral
tales or fables. Folktales are known as Méirchen in German. They have
been known as fairy tales in English, but this is inappropriate both because
fairies seldom appear in folktales and because narratives about fairies are
usually regarded as true.

The distinction here between truth and fiction refers only to the beliefs
of those who tell and hear these tales and not to our belief, to historical or
scientific fact, or to any ultimate judgement of truth and falsehood. In
diffusing from one society to another, a myth or legend may be accepted
without being believed, thus becoming a folktale, in the borrowing
society."
(International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences. vol. 5 and 6)
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(Myths)
(Animal Tales)
(Taboo Tales)
(Magic Tales)
(The Dead)
(Marvels)
(Ogres)
(Tests)
(Tales of the Wise and the foolish)
(Deception)
(Reversal of Fortune)
(Chance and Fate)
(Society) l
(Rewards and Punishments)
(Captives and Fugitives)
(Unnatural Cruelty)
(Religion)
(Traits and Character)
(Humorous Tales)
(Miscellaneous Groups of motifs)
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lnterrtational Encyclopediavof Social Science sfl ZFIT (BT65 E
"In nonliterate societies it (folkliterature) is virtually identical with

culture". (vol 5 & 6)
" ....Prose narrative or "tale" which is one of the most widespread forms

of verbal art. (vol 5 & 6)
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“...H..For instance the Garos tell it ‘abaganaf while the Khasis use the
word 'Lyngkhalum'. This system of cultivation is known as ‘Bewar’ or
'Dyaya‘ in Madhya Pradesh_ ‘Kumari' by Malayalars or Malabar, 'Pama
Dohi‘ ‘Konon‘ or ‘Bringa' in North Orissa, ‘Gudia' or 'Doongarchar' in the
South Orissa. The Reang of Tripum again have ‘l-lookni Smong' as
synonym to lhum. However all the tribal communities including personnul
of the administration are very much closely acquainted with only the
term 'Jhum‘. (>a)|
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“There are few lines of historicl interest behind the evolution of the

term ‘Ilium’. Rajmohan Nath, the eminent historian who wrote book of
ethnological importance mentioned that the people who once migrated
from the south west pan of China to Kamrup used to tell ‘Chao-Thieus'
when refering their original place of above. The very word 'Chao-Thieus'
assumed many changes in it and it was pronounced in various typical
ways depending upon different phonetic change which took place from
time to time. Thus ‘Chan Thieus' was once developed as ‘Jehe-thieus'
which meant people of high land and since then 'Jehe‘ was 'evolved' as a
word to mean ‘high land‘, because the people of this group who migrated
from south»west pan ofChina settled in the hilly pan ofAssam and adopted
a type of cultivation in which paddy, turmeric and other useful seeds
were sown by the use of ‘Takhal' (a kind of hoe). Such cultivation was
named 'Joho-Mo’ and this very term ‘Joho-Mo‘ sometimes assumed the
name Jhum which means cultivation in hill slopes by the use of hoe."
(>4)
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