In view of the directives from Goverﬁment,
a %etailed survey of fhirteen villages in Palghair
Tahsil has been conducted with a view to find out
whéther'people living in these villages belong to
Wanjaris oxr genuine Banjaras, Mathura Banjara,
Labhan commmity.

The survey was conducted by Shri M.B.

Aphale, Research Officer and field staff of this
offices The focus of the survey was on the social,
cultural, eéonomic and ethnic aspedts of the

inhabitants.
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INCLUSION OF WANJARIS IN THE.LIST OF VIMUKTA JATIS

1. Introduotlon

. The Tribsl Reseaxch snd Training Institute,
Pune, éonducted a detailed Sur&éy, of 13 villages in
Palé@ar Tahsil, with a view to find out whether
Wanja%is who are living predominan’tly in fhat area are

the sub-groups of Banjara Comnmunity or otherwise. The

e

following 13 Wanjari VL71'qu werdé viaited:

(1) Pam-Tembhi, (C/ Vengani, 11) Maswan,
(2) Kumbhawali, (7) Kurgaon, (12) Dukatan, ana
(3) Murabe, (8) Dapoli, (13) Bandhan.
(4) Boisarx, (9} Morekuwans L
i5) Parnali, - (10) Eolgaon, |

2, Hethod of_Suryey adopted

, The information TCquﬂ ite for'the report was
coliected in two typevbf scheduled“viz,— (?) Village
sd1edule and (1i) Family schedule, 1The information was
collected in the followiﬁgaway:- | ”

Village Schedule

Information ue omoh,villag@ with reference to
Wanjari population etc. wes in the foj Owlﬂg colunyl
(1) Name of the village W1th Tahsil and Dig cht,;

(2) Vvillage or Tarda, (3) Total population of that
village including ‘bpulation cf Wenjaris, (4) Total
population of village exclusively of Yanjaris,

(5) Surnamesg of village people/énd of Wamjari.peoble;
familywise, (6) Hereditary occhpation of Wanjaris, |
(7) Present occupation of Vﬂhdullu, (8) Conmmon God _Jf
and Goddessoo of that v1llage, (9) Gods and Goddesses
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of Wanjaris only, (10) Main festivals celebrated by
Vanjari people in that village, (11) Caste Pancha-
yat of Wanlaoris aloﬁgwifh names and designation of
Office bearers and the duties performed by, the casfe
panchayat, (12) Migration, (13) Mothen > tongue and
languages known to them, (14) Nomadic traits,

(15) General informatiocn if any.

amily Schedule

Pt

(1) Neme of the Head of the fanilyv, (2) His

age, (3) Members depended on hik, (4) Full address,

(5) his caste, (6) Gods and Goddesses worshipped,

(7 Higration (8) History of £ -mily and community in
general, (9) Rituals and FTestivals, (10) Birth rites/
marriag ‘gystem, (11) Mother‘tongue and other languages
known, (12) Present occupation,.(13) Hereditory occuyp—m
ation, (14) Oriminal tendency, (15) Nomadic tendency,
(16) possesgsion of propetty, (17 Total income of the
family from all sources, (18) Bducation, (19) Sept/
Gotra, (20) Detéils of married persons,,(21) His opinion
about Wanjari and Banjara, (22) Social leaders of his
comnunity, (23) Caste Panchayat - whether he attends mee-
ting with details, (24) Marriages betwéen
Vanjari and Banjara? (25) What e kanh about Banjara
community, (26) Tanmily nembers dress, ormaments used,
(27) Details of celebrations and festivals in fanily.

5. Village/Tanda

i

Out of 13 p1aceu visited, it was confirmed +that

the se places were ovonun v1l]agco. Tanda is generally
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novible from one place to anoth~mw, Tanda people talke
tenporary ghelter, live in tais or in a.Pal or in huts,
Here people live in Pnhka Houses and the house'is their
bermanent abode of regidenoe.‘ They are permanently sett-

'

led from their fore-fathers in that village,
3 ©

t1311 live in Ta nda, a
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nomadic life, a life distinct from_ the noople who are
permanently seft?nd

In 13 villages, survey of 163 farmjlies was

-

conducted, Almogt qll Tanily heads explained that they

aAid not kmow rhcr their Ffore—fathers came to reside in
that place, Tt wag, however, tc"d that about 6 to 8

generation age they settled in that village, Seconday,

even though these villages are predoninently occupied

33

by W 13:*,::1', coinmuni'by, yet other castho reople also have
ermancent abodes of settlements in th@t village, The
P :

follewing statement wil® ghow the aowu¢%+1on nunber of
&5 A

.

" Wanjari people and also other cagste peonle who have boon

\
generation in those places.
O vidll aac

TE.ONG. exam

MG AT 20, Arp “Of To- No.of Ho.of porse
) 17 2 total Popn. ial nopu of Wanjari ons in tho
vy od of the ¥l W,'; ' & fumvl‘c surveved
Llage thaix arv:;ﬂd families
1 2 3 5 6
1 Yaoowan ’ 1,500 ' @'“,/9 .55 2732
2 Dulstan 1,620 4075 5 24
3 Bandhan 250 ann 5 26
4 Boigar €£,000 . 106”’10 14 77
5_ 4[1.7.1":1'" . . 7, 00 U')/l 1 . 1 1 64
, .
6 19

Moreluran ' 830 600,/90 17
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TSRS TSNS 1500 REIS{o0E I~le S TUE T
8.  Tapeli 1,350 1150,/200 9 56 .
9. wrbhawel 1 2,700 1800/775 16 104 .
10.1 Koveann k' 1,800 L A0S | 3 25 '
1. Vongani. 1,800 M50/150 11 86
12. Farnali 3,580 6C0/75 12 109
1

W 1,1C0 TTS/TS i3 88 v
“WMEQEZEN o 30,060 9@85k1h92. 163 122 s

Fxom the ahove Tigures it will-bc*ﬁoan that as ‘
compaired tp the total PONY on 2, Wonieras '
cowmuthy royrulation fou 202 mopn noos
o oold puhlah“*ﬂon throws some light of the charsctes of ‘
Banjiora community which can give differ- g
cnces betweon Vanjrras and Boninroes, B,'Tbuxﬁtoﬁ‘in nis . ;

roitled, "Castes and Tribog of ¢ﬂti vy VOL--IVY, has ¥

Rl

vivid description of the Banjaras in the fcllowing

"Banjaras associate chiefly together scldom or *

o

newresr niming with cther tribes, They seem to have no hime,

no character,,but that of merchanfs, in which capacity they

srovel great distances So whatewer poxrts arce most in want

vl nmerchandise, which is the zreatar rart of corn.”
5 %)

Fron the zbove suu*ewﬁnt and the family schedule .,

jaras oxe Living with other eonste o

('_J

it I8 wevealed that Van
for generations btogethor, Their cecupation is'cuxmmvatﬁon
of land, Presently 210 they cwlﬁi#atg dland of their own.
Farm labouwer, dris ng of bullcck calﬁu, scrvioé in Govern—

ment/Privato'soctOrs are their subsidiary ocoupation. Zt is -

e
2y

to point out that these people have no knowledge of their own

"500

oy,
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beyond 5 to 6 generations and since then they do not lead
nomadic life. It is also noticed that even 5% of the family
surveyed, were not merchants oqnducting merchaﬂdise,'which
is told +to be théir hereditary éccﬁpation.' They. have their
rermanent places of settlements. Theée people seemed to bel

peaceful and law abiding having no wrong in their chara. ter.

4  Commission of crime

Out éf 163 fanilies surveyed ohly one case waé
noticed about the commission of crime, which is negligible.
People living in thesec families said that the

are afraid of crime and courts. FNobody explained that

their past or present record was Sugpecious oxr bad in

Baﬁjaru class is addicted for highway robbery and
dacoity. Xidmapping of children is also a specialiby
anong Banjaras, Sheep o catvthle stealing is known +o
‘them., Dacoities and robberies are committed wvhile Tande

.

on the move, from one encanpuent to anothewr, Under

is
such circumstances the old men and women accompany the
goods and catiles which a re carried on the pack bullocks,
Vhile = onme of’tbe abhe bodied men - strilke off to some
distant place, previously .. fixed upon, rapidly rer—
petrate a dacoity and rejoin the main body on the march.
This is poseible when they are in Tanda, So far as these
people are concerncd, They secm to be hanest

cultivators having no criminal tendency, as is seen in the

Sanjare, community.

cr_ Tongue

Wanjafa reople who are living in this tract,
speak Wan jari language, Thig language is a mixture of

more than 3 to 4 other languages. More words are of
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Gujarathi langvage in Wanjari language, The difference
between‘ the Wan jari language and the Banjara language was
explained“by fhem.that these two languages have many words
such as 'Ghubmrl',,'Tukari', ! Chhorat, *Chhorit, 'Jeth‘
'Devar!? common, but many words are different and these two
1ccts have separate entliles In this conmnection, it is
to roint out that the Bangwra dialect 1; an independent .
and the distinct dialect. All Ban jaras with their whate
! .

sogver synonyms and sub-caste speak single dialect i.e.
Banjara dialect which is Inown as 'GoruBbli'. Even to

this day, Banjapas can freely converse among thémselves

in the same Ban jara dialect throughout the country,
Bven Lhou‘h there may be some influence of the regional
language, the original struciture of Gormati dialect rélation
to the wva JOUS rarts of human-body, dresses, ornaments,
food, rrofession etc.is the samce. Hence taking this agpect
into oonslcnrwtlon Unngarl and Banjara dialects are dlffer-

ent even thouzh some words are common in both.

5. Drous nnd Ovnanenuo

LT B -

.‘/l

Their oridinary dress is dhoti or loose
knicker backers, pairan, head clo+th coloured or white,
Women wear saries and cholis like Maraths Kunbi. Sonme .-
women were however seecn wearing sarees‘aftei the style
of Gujarathi women. Women have'ﬁangles>made of glass
and‘Mangalsatra, a common fashion prevéiling in Maratha
Kuhbi community . | .

Now, ,so far as Banjara dress is concerned, the
dresses of Banjaras are a unique case., It is identi-—
cal throughout the country. The colour scheme and

designs and the model of their dresses are almost

0.7..
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same ecverywhere in all the states in India. ‘Because of
this unigne feature a Banjdwa can be easily recognised in,
any paft of the country., Tho fabrics used for tho
Banjara dress might be woollen, €81k or cotton; but the
decigns adopted have 2 common rational pattern, The dr2g8 .
making is never given to tailofs; Women at hoeme do their
own stitching with théir‘ngedle and embroidery skill. They
nalke heii own dress, They uvse glass vpieces, small sea

shells, lcad ornamcents or wormout coins to decorate thelr

dresses, The dresscs are predominantly’rcd, but other
colourers are used hut lesg in propoxrtion, The Banjaras
do not. have sny seasonal changes but wear only one typo

~of clothing in all seasons. They pay little atbtention
) \

to cleanliness, their hair once plainted is not combed
or opencd rerhaps. for a month., Married women wear
Phetia 1, i.e. lenga, kachali (like blouse), Tookari i;eu
Odamin, Doriiand Jhalarao and Ghoongato, Geanls dress
consists of Gudalki, Baxkashi;_Jhagala, Pag, Dola lMoliaya
(only put on by a bridegroom). Married 1:adies vwear the
following ornamwnhé: ~ Ghoogari (a type of ornament tied
to the bhair hanging over the temples), Topli (an ornament
used with Ghoogawi), Choode (bangles made of ivoryv and
wood 2nd wofn atove the ankle); Ralkodi ( a kind of
arlklet), Mathi Choonde ( a type of ornament holding the

z), Har (o tyre of neckless

m

vail), Bhooriva {nose rin
made of old ccing), Hasali (a type of neol ring),
Mooiiga (neck~less of red beads). All choonda and
chandala are 2 peculinr halr crnenents worn by Ban jara
women on the back of their neck. It is thus obvious
that there is nothiﬁg common in dresses traditionally
worn by Wenjiaris and Banjaras-since the dresses and

guite. .
distinct and there is no similarity.

,

ornaments are
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7. The Bangara — Navl, Dhadm, Dleiia

The Banjardn Navi is a specialised barber who
alone knows the{paﬁ'ern of hair dressing dvaanjara men.
The hair dre sing pattern is known as Jhapsa,

The Wanjaris do notlhave‘Navi of their own caste.
They do not have any specific rattern of hair dressing.
Their pattern of hair drossing is similar to the Marathi/
Eunbi communities living neaxrby,

Banjaras have strict observance of'Tanda admindim-

stration in which the Bnnwarun have their own professionals

like HNavi, Dhadi, Dhalia, Sonar etc. This institution

is not in vogue in Wan jaxi communlby,

00
;bj

BLrth .

In Wanjari conmun1ﬁy, Hatli - Bati - is celebrated
after three days of the birth of a child. In sone cases,
©t 1s done even at the late +ime of 'Yatral,

On the contrary, in Ban jars cbmmunity exactly on ..
thc third day of the birth of & child, a ceremony ca¢led
'Ja]wva Dhokarro! which is quite dlsthct is povfa o
ormed. The delivercd women are considered purified only de; 
after this ceremony. After this ceremony women are allared
to do doﬁestic duties, On this occagion, rrayers in the

5 ceremony does not seem to -

‘_I-

name of '"Vemata'! arce made., Th

be in vogue in Wanjari community,

9. Marriage

Wanjari commurity performs narriages acéording
to Hindu Vedic systen on auspicious day in the nonth of
Margsheerch/Magh /Falgun/Vaishalkh after consulting Brahmin,
This systen is sinilar in Marathi/Kunbi cormmunity. Wherens
Banjara narriages are perforned any tine and according to
their di%tinct 8YS ter.

\

\



At

Wan jari connunity woran cannot marry her deceased
husbands brother while in Banjara it is a rreferential

’

widow narriage.,

Both in Wanjari and Ban jara comuunltlos dowry
system is prevalent, but fOf dowry, ?qngari says !'Dengya!’
wvhile Banjara says 'Karar' which is the difference in +the

dialect, R

Wanjari wants auspicious days for narriage while
Ban jara does not observe any auspicious tine ang date,
Banjara narriages arc even solomanisecd during night tine.

During haxrriage cerenony, Ban jara eldexrly ﬁomen
teach "Dhavaro' to bride. Thls peculiar teaching is not
in practice in Wan jari comnmunity.

In Banjara community,‘on ﬁonfirmation of marriage
known as 'Gol' a 'Shikiya Rapiat' ig given to the Nayak
of brides tanda to indicato final settlenent. This is
ot in practice in anJarl comunity because no caste
panchayab is" in existence in thes villages,

In Banjara connunity ﬁhe function of 'Sadi Toneroc®
is pexformed at the rlace of bridegroom. Vadao Song is
sung. Bhang, Ghota, Vaya, Got are performed at brides
place., Banjara woren sing chorun songs on every oécasion
of marriage,

Enquiryfwan nade whether narriages between
'WanJarl' and 'BanJara' can be cdl ebrated., The reply
was affirmative. There-upon, it was asked to quote
exanples of the uarrlﬂgc already done in Wanjari and
Banjara connunitics. Out of 163 fanilies sarveyed
there was not a single instant of such a marriage,

In the entire connunity it was told that sone three

u.l’OOG
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to four Wanjari/Banjara marriages are performed which
nunber is negligibie. These marriages have been rerformed

in the highelass fanmilies according to the modern trend in

the general connunity.

10. Death

‘ In Wanjari connunity the sweet is served to the
nearest rel&tivés on the twelth day of the deceased person;
In Banjara comnunity they perform a ritual called 'Xandyat
on the third day of dcath., This ritual is not perforred in
Tar.da but outside the Tanda Juri sdiction by Banjara pe®ple.

In '‘Wanjari' community they observe 'Sutak! for
twelve days, after the death of their kith and kin.

In Banjara they do not observe sutak at all.

Both Wanjari eand Banjara eat fowls, nutton, fish
and take liquor. Exception to this, however, is of the
Mathura Ban jaras who do not touch neat or liquor. It is +to
be pointed out that Wanjaris in Palghar claimlthat they are
Mathura Banjaras and they eatimutton and take heavyg drinks.

This is contradictory.

als_and Celebrations ‘

Conmnon festivals anong Wanjari and Banjaras are

Diwali,'Holi; but the renner in which they celebrate is
different,

Wanjari connunity celebrate;Diwali according fo
Hindu religiong while.Banjara connunity celebrate Diwali
in a distwinct manner. They do not perforn 'Texni Puja’
on the first day. On thé first day, Banjara marriageable

ege girls collebtively pérform.ceremony called 'Mera? and

sing 1n chorus. The song is "Varase dadér Kot Dawali Yadi

Tonz Mera, Bapur Tona Mera etec, This sohg is recited by

211,
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T

s

the girls as they go from house to house and offer 'Aarath;
to all members of the house, The idea behind 'Mera' is neant
to pay their respect to elders and also to express fheir love
and affection to their kith and kin. They also sing 'Mera!
Scng collectively for +the benefit.of(cattle. On the‘éame
day the day is called 'Amavasyaf by '"Wanjaris' whereas

Ban jaras call it 'Kalirmag!. ’

On the second day of Diwali'Banjaras perforn

'Puraveij Pudat. Girls of narriageable age perforn a cerenony
£ 2

called 'Godhan Pujd',

On the third day Banjaras do not rerform 'Bhaubeej!.

Holi is celebrated by Wanjaris according to Hindu
rites, The ceremonial.burning of God EKama is perfcrned by
Banjaxas in the morning‘vAunlike others who do it in the
evening., Ceclebrations callcd 'Dhoond" and 'ger' are also

perforned by Banjaras in Holi feu“r:_valo Folk soﬁgs called

'Lengl' and 'Vans ‘ara' are sung and foll dances arc perforiacd.
s s e ) o ;

Amongvdther festival for Banjaras 'Zepda' is the nost
inportant festival. It is not in annual feature like
'Dlw%ll' and 'h011‘ but performed only if pernitted by

Tanda Nayalk and five noted persons of the conmunity. When
beople arc happy tTeeja’ is celebrated, Elderly women teach
horoic-stories, danccs and riédles to girls., Rlderly nen
teach playing of nusical 1nqtramcnts to boys. This festi-
val lasts for ten days, Evepy day has its own inportance,
during Teeja festival. I+ is to be noted tha+t out of 163

fariilies surveyed nobody told that they have this impor-

tant celebration in their cormunity.

13, Gods and Godes ses

In Wanjari connunity the common deity is 'Gaodevi'.

Besides this they worship Ran, Sharlkar, Balaji, Krishna,

Hanuman, Saibaba etc,

=g
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In addition to this every sept in Wanjari comnu.-

nity has a sceparate auvspiclous god which is worshipped viz.: -

dopt  God _worshipped
Pimpale ' -~ | Peepai tree
WVade ' - - Wad tree
Bore | ' - : Boxr tree
Sankhye - . Nagaweli pan (betel) o

and a silver rupee
The above gods/deitios are not practised in Banjara
comnunity, ,
In Banjara comnunity they worship dead i.e. ances—
tors., They worship saints and‘some connmon deities like
Lakha Banjara, Bavan Bawoad, Talaja, Mathurmal, Maryanna
In Mathura Banjaras they worship Shri Nayak Sinh who hoadea

a Tanda in Gujarat. They also worship Khande Maharaj.

14. Panchayat Systen

Nowhere in 13 villages, the caste panchayat is in
vogue. There is connon Gran Panchafat to all which is doing
developnental activities cof the village in general.

In Banjara conmunity, 'Cor' Penchayat Systen

followed by Banjaras in Banjara Tandas or localities still
retoins ite rigidity. The Trnda Panchayat is the first

unit of Cor Panchayat and is adninistered by the followin.g

officials: (1) MNayak, (2) Karbhari, (3) Nasahi - Hasabi,
' ) (Jurics)
(4)baye Sane. These officials are helyped by - \
(i) Dhadi, (ii) Navi, (4ii) Dhalia and (iv) Singadia, who
do the odd jobs comnected with the working of the'Panéhayat.
Thoy collect the concerned pccmle‘and‘make‘lodging and
boaxrding arrangeménts.

There are five well-known Dharas (rogibns). These
regions cover the entire part of Indian territory fox its

c.ad[jll‘lls brLb b10110
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With the mergence of‘differenf social groupé of
hunan beings each group mmk e¢volved its own pnnchéyat to
settle soclal disputes. Sonme groups changed the social
institutions to FIm sult the nced df.tho tinc, but the insti-
bution ’Gov Panchayat! that has remained for generations ha
hnot yet Lost its originality in the Banjara comnunity. This
speoial’charactorisﬁics of the Banjara connunity was totally -
ari comnunity.

absent in the Wan]

..

Vanjaris rust not be confused with Banjanr -s. Warhari
and Ban jara are ”1T0ﬁo nnv ﬂw,fjrct olms ag or castcs thouvh
degcended fron the sane stock. The Vanjaris oonform in
manners; custons, dress, rciigious activities, Gods and
goddessces, festivals and cchebrations cte. to the Maratha
Kunbi comnunity for the‘x@asons explainced in the foregbing
paras. The Wanjaris arce peaceful, law abiding’and agricul-
turists. Their language, appearance, dress slightly vary

owing to their differsnt environments.

nonlc hogiticn of Waniawis

InTornaticn in resnececit of ccononic condition
R

and educational standard of x65 families collected. is given

belowe—
(4) Titeracy percoentage cen 85.50
(4id) Annual average incone | ... Rs. 6537/-
. _ per fanily '
' “This Institute feels that there is nothing conmon

in character, dialect, dress, ommanents, festivals,
rituals, narriage pr ctice, panchayat etc. botween Wanjaris

in Palghar and Dahanu Tahsils of Thane dlstrlct and Bungwras

A<’-’ '114‘0-
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comnunity in general. They are distinct from each othexr.
Van jarics residing in the tract have 85.50% literacy per-
centage which reans they are not hackward in educational
aspeots. The average annual incone of each fanily ia
Rs., 827/~ which is guite a good supporting financial
agprcet o them,

In short, Wanjaries Tron this tract>éannot claim‘.
to be Baniaros ow1ng to the reasons explained above,

ﬁowever, the view point mqy be exanined in consul-
tation with the onlighuoned Banaara personu for inclusion
ot Wenjurs connunity into Bunj@ra conmunity before final

dueisdior is waken by Governoeily.

S+ tznent showing she zducational s i
of villagzes s *:,vowl
Si. Name of the No,o0f L¢,erﬂcy
" No, wvillage Panilies Parcunu%pe
T,  Pan Tombbi 13 84.81
2. Funthawaldi 16 90,72
3. Murabe 11 85.00
bs Boisamn 14 823,61 .
5.  Parhali ' 12 82.82
5. Vengoni 11 82,09
7.  Rurgoon 3 | 81.82
8. Dapoli ' 9 75.00
9.. Morekurn ' 17 78,95
10. ZXolgaon 12 84.27
11, /Baswan o 35 95.00
P2, Dukatan 7 97.22
13, Bandhan 5 ‘ 85,71
Totnl o 165 . 85.50 (Average)




