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Demographic and Social Aspects of !
Tribal Education |

Dr. B. K. Roy Burman E

The tribal communities Jiving in different regions can be divided into
the following groups taking into consideration their historical, ethnic and
socio-cultural relations.

Manipur and Tripura.

()] Sub-Himalayan region of North and North-West India compris-
ing the Northern Sub-montane districts of Uttar Pradesh and
Himachal Pradesh as a whole including the areas recently ‘
transferred from Punjab. 1\

(¢) North-East India comprising Assam, N. E. F. A., Nagaland, \
l
|
1

W
~

(¢) Central and East India comprising West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, \
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. \
\

(d) South India comprising Madras, Kerala and Mysore.
|
() Western India comprising Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra. ﬁ
|

The tribals constitute 6.87% of the population of the country. A
statement giving the percentage of the Scheduled Tribe population to the total ‘
population (State-wise) 1s furnished below : |

Percentage of Scheduled Tribe P
States|Union Territories population to the total .\

population | —
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1. Andhra Pradesh 4 ?

e e

2. Assam 17

3. Bihar 9
Gujarat 13 \
Jammu & Kashmir 3 5. ‘

Kerala 1
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Madhya Pradesh 21
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8. Madras 1
9. Maharashtra 6
10. Mysore !
11. Orissa 24
12. Punjab N
13. Rajasthan 11
14. Uttar Pradesh
15. West Bengal 6
16. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 22
17. Delhi
18. Himachal Pradesh g8
19. Laccadive, Minicoy & Amindivi Islands 97
20. Manipur
21. Tripura 5
22. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 5
23. Goa, Daman & Diu i
24. Pondicherry
25. - North-East Frontier Agency I:g
26. Nagaland
27. Sikkim 5
— T R — S T

The statement g
ows that :
Islands, Dadra and N at except for N
gcheduled Tribes Cogg?trugaveh, inn agaland, N.E.F.A., L.M.A

- one of the States o i itori
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the populatlon of Indig Thrilsb.alhpefiple constitutehgnlljyogus}?rf;cl)ln- = ti?gr? EJO

is the other: If examined 1S Dowever, only one side of th A There
it, it 18 found that there arl?gt(; the level of taluk or equival: ELj ICéul‘?-_ t?"e

units in India Where the schedau}::)ge’}hﬁr oy equiva]egt 2dﬁizizgiﬁve

population: ribes constitute 509, or more of the total

here are altg
Ther® ey Coﬁgﬁer 14,034 885

287 taluks. ¢, ute 45 5oy~ ccheduled tribe lation in these
In other words #MOst half of thegséhgéuﬁzg total tribal %%%‘Lf‘;;gh 111111 India.
A tribe population of India live I




pockéts where they are the majority people. At the'Statexlevel excep’tip_é

Andhra Pradesh, Madras, Maharashtra and West Bengal, in-all thie Statcs-and
Union Territories where the scheduled tribe population exist, majority of them
live in areas where they are more than 509 of the total population.

The Scheduled Tribe communities dispersed all over the country, differ
very much from one another in racial traits, language, social organization,
cultural pattern, etc. The most dominant racial type amoag the scheduled
tribe communities except those living in the sub-Himalayan belt is the Proto-
Australoid. In the sub-Himalayan belt Mongoloid racial type is more dominant.
But everywhere there has been inter-mixture with other racial types, particu-
larly, the Mediterranean type. A negrito substratum is also suspected in some
parts of the country. The tribal languages in India belong to all the major
language families, though the Austric, the Dravidian and the Tibeto-Chinese
families are the dominant ones. The numerical strength of the speakers of the
tribal languages is 14,132,503. On the assumption that all the speakers of the
tribal languages belong to tribal communities, they constitute 47.30% of the
total tribal population of the country. It is obvious that the rest of the tribals
share with their non-tribal neighbours, the same languages, as their mother-
tongue.

It is also to be noted that bilingualism prevails considerably among the
tribal population of India. Persons speaking one or more subsidiary languages
in addition to their mother tongue constitute 15.73 % of the total tribal popula-
tion in the country.

89.40%, of the tribal population regard themselves as Hindus.  5.53%]
regard themselves as Christians. The rest belong to other religions.

It is however to be noted that all of those who returned themselves as
Hindus during the 1961 Census, are not equally incorporated in the Hindu social
order. In terms of their orientation towards Hindu social order, the tribals
can be classified as follows :

(2) Incorporated in Hindu social order.

(b) Positively oriented towards Hindu social order.
(¢) Negatively oriented towards Hindu social order.
(d) Indifferent towards Hindu social order.

As regards the economic life of the scheduled tribes, it is to be noted that
as against the national average of 439, among the scheduled tribes, 577 of
the population are economically active. On the one hand it is a measure of
comparatively lower dependency ratio among them. On the other it seems to
indicate the comparatively low capacity of the scheduled tribe workersto support
Jarge number of dependents and to provide them opportunity to equip them-
selves educationally and technologically for participating in the economic life
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