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Foreword

Tribal Research & Cultural Institute, Government of Tripura has re--
printed this old and rare book in the year 1995 as Maharajkumar Sahadev
Bikram Kishore Debbarma handed over to this Institute for re-printing.

this Institute has taken decision to get the book re-printed once again
due to sold out of its first re-print edition for the interest of the research-

ers, scholars & administrators immensely.
e 2-©

Dated, Agartala (D. Debbarma)
the 28th February, 2020 Director
Tribal Research & Cultural Institute
Govt. of Tripura
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The third Board was responsible for the systematic registration of
births and deaths and we are expressly informed that the system of

registration was enforced for information of the Government as well
as for facility in levying the taxes. The taxation referred to probably
was a polltax at the rate of so much a head annually. Nothing in the
legislation of Chandra Gupta is so much astonishing to the observer
familier with the tax method of ordinary oriental Governments than
this registration of births and deaths. The spontaneous adoption of
such a measure by and Indian Native state in modern times is un-
heard of, and it is impossible to imagine an old fashioned Raja feeling
anxious that birth and deaths among both high and low might not be
concealed. Even the Anglo-Indian administration with its complex
Organisation and European nations of the Value of Statistical informa-
tion, did not attempt the collection of vital statistics until very recent
times, and always has experienced great difficulty in Seccring resonable
accuracy in figures. [The Early History of India-by Vincent Smith.]
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The Greek observations on the subject of vital statistics are illus-
trated by the regulations which require Nagaraka or Town Prefect to
register every arrival in or departure from his jurisdiction. He was also
bound to keep up a census statement giving in detail for each inhabit-
ant the sex, caste, name, family name, occupation, income, expendi-
ture and possessions in cattle.

Breaches of the fiscal regulations were punishable usually by fire or
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confiscation, but the penalty for wilful false statement was the same
as for theft foresumably mutilations.
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“The general feeling among the people was strongly averse to the

Census ; and in one village, Sonadia, the villagers absolutely refused
to permit the enumeration--A Superintendent of Police who was in-
charge of the Census operations, went to the spot, but when he at-
tempted to begin the enumeration, a large party of the villagers as-
sembled with sticks assulted the Supervisor and throw him into a tank.”

Q ST TSR € TOR (T AR Sobrd 8 SbrdS ABICH AN
23, FANHTS o1 vas & Ja G2 AT *Toh41 88 &l I

)




(R 23TNCZ | SO GBYE (AT FAIFCAE GO AT AT (ZH
SR AR AR | @3 THCF Mr. L. S. S. Omally feTfReites

“The first Census of the State was admittedly incomplete and that
of 1881 was also probably inaccurate. So that the abnormal increase
of 171 percent recorded and the very high rate of 44 percent returned
in 1891 must be discounted. The first reliable Census was that of 1901
according to which the number of inhabitants was 26 percent more
than ten years before.”
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“Census of 1872--Amore exact Census was taken in January, 1872
by the authority of Government, and all the previous estimates were
found to be much below the truth.” (A Statistical Account of Bengal.)
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“The assessment for the famili tax is made by tribes. The headman

setling with Raja during the Durga puja festival. Each tribe is assessed
at so much per famili and each famili pays the same, no matter what
number of members it may contain (S A O Bengal).
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Hunter @< SIC9 “Non only does the actual collector exact his
douceur, and have himself and his followers conveyed free of expense

from village to village; but the whole party require to be fed and a
percentage is levied by the peons (binindias). The fees paid under
various prefences are said to amounts frequently to 50 percent on the
tax as originally settled. (A statistical Account of Bengal)
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“Only twenty six Kuki families were assessed. All the rest being

exempted.”
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HILL TRIBES Number of Families [No. of Total
Headquarters Taxed| Exempted |Total House |Population
Sub-Division from Tax

Kailashahar 5385 | 1915 (7302 41829
Total Hill Population 5694
Population of the plains| 4371 | 47523
Grand Total of 26719
the state 74242
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(A statistical Account of Bengal--W. W. Hunter.)
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