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THE BANJARAS OF BAPUNAGAR
4 Settlement in the Urban environs of Hydersbad.

(This paper is intended to ~ssess the chenging
petterns of culturcl end economic life of e
pastursl community viz., Banjeras in the ur-
ban surroundings. It is with this objective
in view 2 Banjare settlement df Bapunager wes
selected for the study. The community under
study hcs besn suvject to certain chenges dwe
to their long essoci.tion with urbzn life end
of late with the growth of industriasl under-

taking. There is perceptible shift ia their
economic structure, i.e., & shif* from PwS-

toral strge to industrial labour throurh Ag.-
riculture end concomitant change in their
meterial, social and religious life.' *

The Banjaras aere a colourful tribe inhabiting
almost a1l the districts of andhra Pradesh. They are
2lso known as Lambadis, Lambani, Banjari, Vanjari,
Boyaparl, Sugali or Sukali in different regions of
the country. They are vredominently found in ANgn-
tapur, Guntur, Krishna, Lurnool, Warangal and adila-
bad districts of sndhra Pradesh. In the andhra re-
gion they are recognised «s Scheduled Tribes; but in

the Telangana reglon they are recognised 55 Denotified

e o . P S . e e D P Y GED S ——-—-———.——-—---——----—- o ———
-—

* The field work for this topic was dgone by the
trailnee-officers drawn from various Government Depart-
ments in the year 1963, as a par% of the Training
Programme in this Institute. Subseguently the de-
ficlencles In the duta were made up gpnd the dats was’
processed by Srl C.Chenchu Rgju, Regearch Officer and
Srl .. Somasekhar, Statistical QOffjcer of this
Institute.
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Tribes only. According to the 1961 census their popu-
lation in the andhrz Region was 96,174. Tigure for
the corresponding neriod are not available for the
Telengana region as they were not semrately enumera-
ted. But 1941 census enumerated Banlarz speaking

population in Telengana zegion as 4.04 lakhs.

It is fnteresting to know tha% Tthe word 'Banjarsa’
1s perhaps derived from the Sansk+»it "Vanschera'" which
denotes their nomadic nature in forests in the nast.

In course of time the word "Vanchara" might have changed
into "Banjara". Similarly Lambadi seems to .1ve been
derived from the word Lamban or Length which perha vs
refers to their long carsvan of bullocks along with
which they used to move. Lambadi is considered to

be another form of Lavan a Sanskrit word Tor cwlt.

Thus this community is associested with trade 3in sals.
According to this interpretation Lambadis zre galt
carriers. R.E. Enthoven supported thic view whlle
writing on the profession of this community, Further
he observes that "grain dealers are ordinarily known

as Vanis or Banjigs which are etymologcally identiecal
with Vanijya, Vﬂnaj Or Banaj. The term Igmarl (ITambzdi)

1s derived from Lavana, salt, the tribe being the chief
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carriers of salt before the opening of ceart road and
Rzilways". This interpretation seems to be correct.
This brings us to zn interesting point in their his-
tory. The linguistic and cultural affinities of
Banjaras with those of Northern Indla suggest that their
home land was rossibly Rajputzna, particularly Marwar
in Northern India. T hey migr-ted down South as
carriers of merchandise slong with the Moghal armies.
The turbulent medievel period provided these nomadic
people with an cpportunity to profit by working =s =
kind of unoffi cial commissariat to the armies of
warring Moghals, Marathas and even the ZEuropeans, It
is said that they supplied food grains, cloth ang
other articles of daily.need to the armies by acting
as 2 private enterprise lending = hand in the wap-:.
Regarding the perlod of their migrotion from North to
Deccén there is some difference of oninion among va-
rious historigns. The history of this community can
be dated to the regime of Firoz Sah Bohmani., Maha-
mad Kasim Ferista according to the sccounts of General
Briggs,made a reference to the sctivid es of the
Lambadis. «s traders of grzin they have travelled
about the country from cne end of the Deccan to the

other end 1n 15th century. WMr, Crooke states that
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the first mention of Bunjaras in Mohsmmadén history i s
in Slkandar's attack on Dholnur in the year 1504 A.D.
Genergel Briggs says that "as carriers of grzin for
Mohammadan armies, the Banjaras have figured in the
history from the déys of Moharmad Tuglak (A.D.1340)
t0 those of aurangazeb 1268-1707 and they supplied
grain to the Britlsh Army under the Marquies of Corn-
wallis during the seige of Serings pstnam (1791-92 A.D)"
R.V. Russel in his book entitled Tribes and Castes of
Central Provinces of Indla writes that Banjaras mig-
rated to Deccan slong with the forces of aursngazeb.
Mr. Cumberledge has mentioned that Banjarcs first
came to the Deccan with the Asaf Knan in the cammign
which closed wlth the mnnexation by the Emperor Shah
Jahan of ahmednager snd Ber=zr abouj 1630 A.D, He
further states that '"the emigration which settled the
Banjarss =pon Dekkin ‘Deccan) soil took place when
these graln carriers rezme down with the Moghyl armies
early in the Seventeenth century"....in fact they
seem to have derived their whole origin gnd organi s~
tion from the long wars of the Delhi Emnperors in the

South."*

* W, Crooke - Castes and Tribes of N.W. Provinces and
Oudh, Vol. I, P. 151. (reference to Memoirs of Cum-
berledge).
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Willism Irvine in his book "The Army of Indign
Moghuls" writes about Banjaras as e diliows. + IS
by these people that Indian armies in the field are
fed and they are nerer injured by either army. The
grain is taken from them but invariably m=id for.
They encanp for safety every evening in a regular
square formed of the bags of grain, of which they
construct - breastwork. They and their families are
in a centre and the oxen are made fost outside.
Guards with matchlocks and sprears are placed at the
corners and their dogs do duty as advanced posts. I
have seen them with droves ol 80,000 bullocks. They
do not move above two miles an hour =s their cattle

are zllowed to graze as they proceed on the march".

Syed Sirsj-ul-Hassan also states that the
Banjaras came to the Deccan with {the armies of :saf
Jah the vazir of Shah Jzhan. C.V.F. Haimendorf also
endorses the view that these Banjaras have migrzted
%o the Deccan along with the Moghal armies «s carriers
of merchandise. It 1s evident from thz above autho-
+1tles and Deccan hi story that most of the authors
agree that Banjaras migrated to Dieccan along with

the invading Moghal armices as supnlies of merchandise
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to the warring armies on their pack gnimals. This
clearly establishes the fact that Banjarszs were not
the original inhabitants of Deccan and that they had
immigrated to Deccan during the Mohammadan period of
Indian history. Thus 1t appears that the migration

of the Banjaras tvo Deccan was merely accidentzl.

It nust have been 4 boon to those who availed
their services %o have a band of mobile merchants
especially when the roads were not deveioned and the
other modern means of transport were altogether unknown.
The Basnjaras used the bullocks =s pack-animals to
transport the supplies, which might have been s lucrative
occupation. As the times changed znd conditions
becgme normal durirg the British period, the Banjaras
who were for some centuries moving from nlace to
place had to give up their nomadic habits. The
Panjaras present a complete plcture, of transition of
a group of people from nomads to settled pea santry.

The trsnsition was no doubt marked by their struggle
to adopt themselves to the changing conditions. They
al'e g versatile lot. When once their occupation of
trading with the armies was lost they gradually star-
. ted to settle down, first as psstorals and then as

settled cuitivator s. One cannot miss the transitional



- 7 =
malad justment they had to face during which they de-
generated and took to crimes like robbery, and
dacoity in the process of their adjustment. They
were even notified.under the Criminal Tribes act
and g keen watch over their movements was kept.
Eowever with the repeal of Criminal Tribes actof

1947 they were denotified after Independence.

Biunagar was once an exclusive Banjara tanda
cituated on the eastern side cf Hyderabod city on
Pungagutts-Sanathnagar road. It is 6 KM from Nam-
ralli Railvay Station and i s within ti:e city muni-
cipel limits. It 1s bounded by Sanjeeva Reddynagar
on the east and south Employees State Insurance Hos-
pitel on the north and Tuberculosis Hospital on the
west. A few Banjarzs started this sevtlement nearly
60 yvears back. In the beginning, it was started
wish 10-12 Banjare households who immigrated to the
city from the neighbouring districts and the other
rnouseholds had jolned them, in four or five batches
1ater on. At present there are about 500 Banjera
nouseholds. Later, other communities, viz., Muslims
Harijens also settled there. There sre 35 Muslim
vouseholds and 10 Harijan houscholds. This colony

is in the precincts of Industrial undertakings like
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Allwyn Meta1l Works, Hyderabad Cement asbestos Ltd.,
Hyderabad Laminated Products Ltd., Indian Oxygen Co.,

Indian Petonators; Industrial Estate etc.

DEMOGR4PHIC DETAILS:

Ex-Hyderabad State suffered from severcl famines
and droughts between 1871 and 1901. The two famines
which prevailed in the year 1871 and 1R76 were of
moderate intensity. Aurangabad, Nizamabad and Maha-
boobnagar districts.suffered most during these fgmi-
nés. Even Hyderabad city itself did not escape
the evil szects of the famine. The neriod between
1881 to 1891 did not witness any calamities due to
famine. The rainfall was regular and other general
conditions were satisfactory. The following decsde
i.0., 1891-1901 was again not prosperous. The two
famines had adversely affected the general wopulsg-
tion. The first famine occurred in the year 1896-97
and the other was in 1899-1900 and these famines were
far worse than any of tts predeecessors. These fami-
fected the whole of Nizams Dominions.

nes have af

aurazngabad ,BiTs Parbhani, Nalgonda and parts of Nan-

ded, BidaTy and Gulbarga districtdwere the principel

sufferers, Due to these fumine conditions people
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were migr..ting to nearby urban surroundings and citiesg

in search of 1livelihood,

As has been zlready mentioned 911l the Banjaras

of Bapunagar have migrated from Various districts of

erst-while Hyderabad State. The analysis of the

present sample study reveals the following details

regarding the place and period of migration.

PABLE NO. T
DISTRICT-WISE PERIOD OF MIGRATION S

—_—-—-—-———"————-..-..—..__
- e e G

Name cf the Dist- NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS MIGR4ATED
ricts from which 25 yrs 25-50 50-75 75+ Totsl

Banjaras migrated back years ye:zrs years
back back. bgck.

1. Nalgonda 10 aEt 3 1 o5
2. Medak i Z ! 4 3
3. Nizamabad 2 2 o ) 0
4, Mahabubnagar 9 - i & 10
5, Warangal = 1 - > 1
6. Hyderabad AETE 7 1 4 o3
7. From other States 1 - - o 3
8. Places not knwon  -- 1 4 15 20
4 24 11 . sate s

Total:

4 majority of the immigrants are from Nalgondg
and Hyderabad districts. Regurding 20 households the

names of the districts from which they have come is
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not known. 36 households have come to Hyderabad within
a span of 25 years, 24 households have migrated within
a period of 50 years, 11 hous eholds within a period

of 75 years and the remaining 24 households came much

earlier than others.

In determining the time of immigration the gens-
ological method was adonted. The following table fur-
nishes the generation of migration and district of

emigration of the sample households of Banjaras of

Bapunagar:
TABLE NO. 2
DISTRICT WISE MIGRATIONE;THROUGH
GENERATION.
Tneiot Liha GENERATIONS
District. During During During Total
‘ Ego's Father's Grand-
lifetime time fathers
time
1. Nalgonda 6 12 i 25
2. Medak 1 2 = 3
3. Nizamabad 2 S 3 10
4., Mahboobnagar 9 Y% 1 10
5. Warangal nt 1 e J
6. Hyderabad 11 6 6 23
7. Outside the
State 1 o 2 3
8. Places not

known
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The table .indicates that in each generation al-

most equal number of households had immigrated. The

periodic famine conditions prevailed during the last

75 years in the above mentioned districts of erstwhile

Hyderabad State were mainly responsible for the acce-

l1eration of the migration of the Banjaras to the nei-
ghbourhoodk of Hyderabad @ity. The influx of émigrants

was more from the Districts of Nalgonda, Nizamabad,and

MghboobnagaT which were worst bit by the famine. Due

to frequent crop failure and famine conditions

agricultural and casual labourers of the rural areas

migrated tO the suburbs of Hyderabad city in search

of livelihood.
The population of the sample (95) households

is 464, of which 997 are males and 237 are females, i.a
ey

52,03% of them are fen
size of the household is 4.88 (persons). 59.90

ales and the rest are males. The

average
percent of the pooulation is in the age group of 0.20

35.57 per cent
are in 51 years and above age groupns.

years. are in the 21-50 years age groups

and 4.53 percent
Unmarried persons constitute 49.773 to the total po-
pulation and married persons constitute 46,16% to the
totul nopulation. chilé marriageswere found to be

s e Bl aiid deel There are two widowers
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and 14 widowss One of the significant commonent in
the nonulatlon structure of the samnle is that 59.90%

are in the age groupd of 0-20 years.

Literary and educationsl standards of the po-

ve
mulation ha# been znalysed end the details are as

followss -
Males Females Toindl
1. Illiterate 120 182 8
o, Literzte and
educated
2) ElementzTy
education 43 5 o5
b) Higher Ele-
mentary 21 5 ¥
education
c)SecondaTy
education 6 e 2
Totals 190 196 i

nalysis reveald that 78.23% of the
iterate and only 21.77% of them are

The &

no pulation are 111
and educated.
ration we f£ind persons having higher element=-Ty

literate Only among the younger gene-

None possess technical znd
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urban and industrial Surroundings higher education.]
and technical qualifications heln to secure better
jobs and Positions, otherwise there will be ovnortyni-
ty only for unskilled and lower category jobs, 4s
most of them do not nossess technical ang higher edy-
cational qualifications = majority of the working po-
pulation are working :s unskilled labourer s, Educg -
tedxand literates are found in the first two age grouns
Viz., 5=10 znd 11-50 years. Of this 21.77 nercent of
educated -nd literates sex-wise break up reveals that
18.13% of them are males and 3.64% .re females. It
is therefore nresumed that these people have t:-kep

: : : 7tathen
interest in getting their male children educatesthan

female children.

As zlready indicated, the size of tpe household
is 4.88, most of them i.e., 77.89 % are living ip
single room houses. 20% of families are having double
roomed houses and 2.17 ere having three roomed houses,

TABLE NO. 3
SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLD AND THE NO. OF LIVING ROOMS.
Number of houses with

i f the
Ségseﬁold One Two Three Totx1 Percent-
Room Rooms Rooms uge
' Sheleddabore. il ) e
1-2 9 ] i 10 10,53
3-5 45 8 =% 83 95.78
6 T 23 24,21
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many school-age children of Banjaras are not gttending
school.

ECONOMIC ABSORPTION AND CULTURAL INTEGRATION ;

Industrialisation represents g multi-front
attack on tradition-change and movement in jobs, change
in one's own abilities or abilities demanded by jébs,
change in work v»lzce and residence. The changes that
accomp:ny industri=li sation makes for vastly increased

mobilisation of nopulation.

In = goowing industrial society the ethnic or
social ﬁffiliations in terms of tribe, caste ang creed,
gradually become insignificant and finally even dis-
appear. The industrial orogress requires skill and
specinlisation in occunstions and 1t offers to itg
members economic security and stability. Due to the
change in their basic economy and constant socio-eco~
nomic interaetions the n=ttern of wecial structure
of the people will be affected. It depends unon the
veloecity of the industrial growth which affects the
social structure of the society. This change can

be seen more markedly when the society consists of

varied culturzl grouds at orimary level. Socigl

status is determined by the income ang economic
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position of the individual in the context of urban and
1nduétrialised society. Changing occuretionsl struc-
ture of the society, the individual occun:tion.l choilce
=nd 1nitiative reduced the imnortance of tradition:1
occumation or father's occunztion. Industriali sastion
nresents both the merents and the children s choice of
changing and vzried occumations. Viewed from the zbove
this Banjara group has undergone certain basic changes
in the social, economic and occumation.l structure
in the industrial and urban environs of Sanathnagar
(Hyderabad city).

The primary change crept into the occumational

structure of thi s tribe. Prior to migration the

Banjaras were engaged in agriculture and allied -ur-
sults. After migr:-tion to this area there h=s been

a noticeable change. an analysis indicating the occu-

petional mattern before and after migr..tion i s nre-

sented in tepkle Vo. 4. The workers have been classi-

fied into four categories, i.e.y I,II,III and IV.*

- em we wmr e > e an > e

¥ Category I(a) Mechanics, (b) Fitters, (c) Drivers,
(d) Wiremen, (e) Moulders, (f) Turbine and Boiler

attenders.

Category II(a)Tailor, (b, iMasons, (c) Artisans,
(d) Betty trzders.

Category III (a)Agricultural labourers.
Category IV(a) Stone workers and casual labourers.
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T..BLE NO,4
OCCUBATION - FRIOR TO MIGR..TION AND .JFTER MIGR..TION.

—-_———-—‘:_--———_--—s—__
- ® - . -

Efiet BrE Chlc Sy R (R S

; Jobs nrior after mig- Pregﬁné Sb
Categories to migr:: - ration. :
tion.
I L 2 13
11 5 5 9
T 80 13 6
IV k5] 80 72
Total: 100 100 100

The occumtions at three stages have been ang-
lysed. Prior to migration, 80 percent of them were
engaged in agriculture .nd its sllied laboyr work,

15 per cent ss casual labourers and 5 Der cent ;s
artisan and tr.ders. uafter migrition there has been
a change in the occupetions, i.esy; 8¢ pvercent have
become casual labourers. 2 per cent have t.kep up
technical jobs. There has been considerable decresfe
in the agriculture and allied labour. The mresent
distribution of occupations indicates the remarkable
change as 13 per cent of theém are in technicsl ang
allied jobs. The occunational mobilitys specigli-

sgtion and stratification indicate thut there has
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been a basic shift in the occun.tiornal comnosition of
these immigrants within « smcn of 60 years. Profession-
al occupations have been incregsing considerably during
these 60 years. There was drastic decline in the
farm labourers as indicated in category III, while the
proportion of casual labourers in construction works
and stone works was cChanged in category IV, This
indicates a simnle nezsant society qfter coming into
urban set up has been converted into complex society
with varied occum:tions. Thus it became hetrogenous
at occupations1 level. Second major trend has been the
growth in the proportion of non-form labourers and tech-

nical nersonnel. Another major shift has been within
the manugl workers i.e., in category III, the agricul-
tursl labourers have become fiuctory -nd construction

workers.

The level of economic absorntion has been
considerably improving at three st:ges. There has
been a considerable occumtional mobility in -11 cate-
gories of jobs and there is « marked change in occu-
pational composition. The break-un of the ocorwen:-
tions £ (180) of working norulation of the sample

of 95 households 1s as follows: -
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TABLE NO. 5
0..CUPATION.L ANALYSIS AND NUMBER OF WORKER S

S.No. Name of the job No. of nersons
1. Mechanics Ve 5
2« Eitters o 6
3 Prifrens o 4
4, Wiremen o 9
5, Moulders .. 3
6. Turbine and boiler attendars 3
/. Masons 1o o
g, Tnilors | - 1
9. Artisans o 9
10, Petty traders s 4
11.Agriculturzl labourers .. 19
12,Stone woTkers .o o4
13.Casual labourers in cons-
truction work o' 105
180

The above employment position reveals that the
Banjaras have given un their traditionsl occups - .

tion and taken to different occunations. It isg

also observed that Bsnjcras have t:ken un certain

technical jobs. Of the working pomulation (180)
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Jer sons, 19.44 »er cent are engaged in technical and
skilled jobs znd the rest 80.56 per cent are engaged
in the unskilled jobs. In other words their commu-
nity has proved to be adept in ~d justing to the new
environment and to 2 variety of new occupations.

The working ponulation has been 2nalysed with regard

to the industries and demnrtments in which they =re

working in the following table: -
TABLE No. 6

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK&R S IN VARIOUS INDUSTRIAL UNDER-

TAKINGS.
;.ﬁo: &aée-o; Eh; ;n;t; S &aie; -F;mélgs- _Tgt;l- R
Department.

1. Allwyn Metal Works 30 9 39
5, Asbestos Co., Ltd.: 19 3 29
3. Mint 14 ot 14
4, PFWD & Electricity Depnts. 9 _— 9
5, Buildings and Road

construction 18 29 47
6. Agriculture labout 7 5 12
7. Stone work 17 7 o4
8. Petty trade 3 1 4
9. Artisans 9 2iL 9

126 - 54x - 186

Totgl:
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As already discussed in the revious mura,
of ® 180 workers only 19.44% nercent are engaged in
technical jobs., It was observed that g few workers
were trained on the job. 4an industrigl society requi-
res more formally and technically educated personnel].
The employment scone for the Bznjaras is evidently
very limited as majority of them, i.e., 80.56 per
cent are un-skilled workers and 78.23 Der cent are
illiterate. Another major trend to be noticed is
the tyne of industries in which these neonle work.
All these industries belong to the secondary cate-
gory, where the Taw materials are converted into
finished products and not the wrimary category whicnh

belong to agriculture, mining, fi ching etc. Some of

them are nlso working in the tertiagry industries
(servicing and repeiring). Increase in the white-
collar jobs has been very limited due to general
education=1 backwardnes s though there ig a good
demand for technical and administrative Der sonnel
" from these industries. It is seen from. t=ble No.g
that only 33.8 percent { 61 persons ) are employed

in the factories which are located st Sanatnagar.

The factory-wiSe classification of the workers shows
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thrt only in two facgories, viz., Allwyn Metal Works,
Asbestos COey Banjaras are Wworking either as skilled
or as unskilled workers. The workers in technical
branch are very few in number and rest of them are
ennloyed as unskilled labourers. 58.33 nercent (105)
are working as casual labourers in construction works

of industries and other Building works as chown in

the following statement: -

TABLE NO, 7
BUTION OF WORKERS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS

STRI

DI ACCORDING TO SKILL.

A ékilled Unskilled ~dministration Petty La-Tot..l
Sec. Sec. Sec. Sec. Sec. Sec. urers

It is clear from this statement thet most of

then are emnloyed in private sector (industries) and

in unskilled job s.
jc sector is very fev.

The number of workers employed

in nubl
The tot=~1 population of this sample is 464 of

b (180) are workers and 284 are non-workers,
which means that only 38.79% are engsged in economic
ctivities' The iﬁdustri:lising society chanzes the
a
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sroportions between employed men and women. The in
creased economic avenues and emsncimxition of women
« the tradition»l tesboos of social 2nd economic

nartici pation have given scope for women to become

esrning members. In this study it i s observed that

54 women are engaged in independent economic pursuits

and there bY sunplementing their family income consi-

derably. MOTEOVET, this situation also has given

some freedom to women to spend thelr money earned

through the ca sual labour.
avenues have influenced the means of livelihood of

The increased economic

male members moTre than that of women. It is evident

from this study that men are engaged in different

occupations whereas it is not the case with women-
folk, since most of them cre working =s Casurl
labourers only. However, there is : marked change
in their occupational structure. Previously almost
em were engaged in agricultur-1l nursuits

511 of th
only But most of them are nNow engaged in diversi-
fied non—agriCUltural occunations.

phe shift from agriculture to fuctory systenm

has considerably changed the role of children in
of the community. Theé complex

economic cetivity
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cccupations1l specialisation reocuires long term prepa-
r=tion for the children to effectively rartichrate in
the economic activity of the family. Child labour
icts also mrevent mrticipetion of children in the

industrinl activities and thus affect the fzmily

income.

Earners and non-earners, by age groups indi-

cates the followlng trend:-
TABLE NO.S8

EARNERS ..ND NON-EsRNERS BY AGE GROUPS

Age grouzs EARNERS NON-EARNERS Tot:1
Males Females t‘lales Females nersons
0-14 2 3 90 100 195
15-34 71 31 7 61 170
35-59 47 119 4 16 6
60+ 6 1 i 6 13
Total: 126 o4 101 183 464

The above data indicates that 38.78 percent of
the popalation =T€ working members and 61.22 percent

of them are non-woTking members. Less number of wor-
ker s are in the first and last age group, i.e., 1.07
percent in 0-14 years age groun, =nd 1.51 per cent in
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60 years and above. Highest number of workers are in
the second cge group, i.e,, 15-34 VE A el opit iy SRl

ing population 70 Percent spe 5 ,
> E b € nalies gng 30 ner cen+ are

females. nge group-wise gj ] L
ge g _ 1str1but¢on of ron-working

Population indicates th,+ 21 nep
populs n L €6.21 pe; ¢eéns of non-work-

ST'suTejconcentraticd In 0-qauy o <8€ group. 23.94
S _ Do .

s i non-workers - ir $he 9
pger cent of aTe dn the 13534 years nge-
group, 7.04 nercent sre in tpe 35=30 yesrs ang o 11
per cent are in the age groun of gg Years and above

The children groud his incregseg the number of non-

workers. Second factor Viz.. sex has aiso contribuy-

ted to the high percentsge of non-werkers, Gt o

284 non-workers, 183 &re femajes Whereas maies sre
only 101 in that category. The SeX-ratio of rnon-
workers is almost 1:2. 4 large arcportion of nales

fgy | 0o -
and females are ccncelireted in the 0-14 yeaps age

group. On further aralysis of 0-14 years age groun

it was found that these 181 »ersons .reo below 10 yeurs

and only 9 persons are bstween 11-14 yesrs, .5 syeh

thie age znd the sex has infiuenced he rumber of
- e [

nor.-€aTlLers.

fo the community is engaged in Verious occung -
a% Ll

tions the impact on size and X istiribtution of ircone

has been anglysed in the following t4bie:-
a il
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T4BLE No, ¢
DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS ACSORDING T0 Inooug s

_--"-'—.'---"‘---—-_
-_--
et L ISP o s

Income range No‘hgfag?u59~ TotRl noden

———Rs ---------------- o e e
= E 150-00
5175 9 315-00
76-100 e 1408-00
101-125 40 4820 -00
126-150 22 3036-00
151-175 5 815-00
176-200 3 564-00
Totals 95 10308-00

—_-----——-_____

- .- =
R )
- e -

Most of the households gare concentrated in

the ranges varying from R 76-150, Only 9 households

having a monthly income of less th.n R 758
are ha

hile the monthly income of 8 householdg Tanges from
whi !

No fxmily is having income of pore than

s 151-200.
The average income of . house-hold isg

Rs 200/~= Delle

Ry 113.76 per mensull.
b 1] nade ossible increase in
snecizlisation ma
changes in SI

The techniecsgl advances and

Doy t economy has been
: ~ standards. The peasan
the living S



Sy
converted into cash economy, which is characteristi
5 wCL sticC
feature of industrial or urban soclety. Due to v
3 aried

occunatlons the increase and «thesdistribution @t

income was not equal. The data analysed in the tabl
e

indicate that 2 major portion of the income goes to
middle range households and the vroportion decresse
i cases

in the top classes. & noteworthy feature is that =

ma jority of them fz11 in the middle class households

The households in the lower income groups consist
single earning members.. The earning members were more

per thousehold in the higher and middle class house-

olds and thereby they inereased the relative share

h
However the Der canita income of Is 279-48

of income.

which is far below the
The economic standard of living of these

state per capita income; i.e
. 3 g 2y

R 402-55.
very much beloV the basic standard

Banjaras 1s thus
g of our nagtion as
ted on expenditure is nresented as

of livin per 1964-65 standards.

The data coll€c

hereunder: -
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TABLE NO. 10

HOLDS ACCORDING TO INCOME AND

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSE
EXPENDITURE R.NGES

"""""""" RUPEES (EXPENDITURE)

~ncorme rangse
95-50 51-75 76-100 101-125-126-150 151-175 176~ 201
200
25-50 1 2 L O3 e Rk g sy (8
51-75 S B R S s b e
76-T00 255 e e : i R
o 17 10 T g ¥
101-125 = e o
i 2 o 5 15 g
126-150 -= 0 -
_ S b - 1 3
151-175. ot
LR = - - .- -1 2
176-200 el o e T B ot U e <SSR R SR
""""" 21 25 26 6 3
Totagls 1 - G S H T b e

hold works out to s 135-84. whereas
seho

is only 113.7
jeit of R 22.08 Dper household.

= hou
6 Der hou sehold

g is O :
T he 2nalyst A major portion

ght on the

following gsnect Se

T

.05 per cent on housing,

throws 11 e t on food,
jeCey 3 :

of the income
el nlothing9

ik
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5.00 ner cent on GeCheaal onf S oN PCT cent on medieal
care, 7,00 per cent on miscellaneoys nurnoses which
includes exnenditure on COﬂmatics, ovies and gamb-
ling 1.90 per cent on education, 9.10 ner cent on
smoking and drinking ang lastly 4,00 Percent on social

_ i his indi :
ceremonies., This indicgteg that major items of Ethoe

diture is food, clothing, sng smoking ang drinking.
~ significant change in the Baterial culture of these
Banjarzs can be easily noticeq, There is increasing #
demand for cheanver cosmetics furniture, various fashion-

able stationery goods, colourful modern clothing ete,

They spend considerable amount on drinking. QE 1 £
they have cormenced to avpreciate the Imnortance of
education. 89.47 nercent of the households are having
defecit budget and the deficit families are meeting

their exmenditure through borrowing., The dats pe-

gnrding debt are analysed in the following table:
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e e em e e e = e
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TABLE NO, 17
INCOME RANGES 4ND DEBT GROUPS

tncone
D el
(Rs) 51-75 76-125 126-175 l?6—22§ égg-+
A (No. of Householdg) sl
25-50 -- 1 1 VAL
1
=3 3
B51=75 -- -- 2 T 1
- 4
76-100 i 4 4 [ 4 43
101-125 -~ 1Lz 10 8 5 35
126-150 - - I 6 &) 22
151-175 - - q 2 o 5
176-200 - - == 1 Z
, 2 3
T"otals - 17 e 20 19 835

-
- e = - -
— o e S e N e T L ST e T
- -
-— - -
- e e

85 households are having debts which constitute 89.47
ner cent to the total households studied. 49 house-

holds are having debts varying from R 126 to 225, only

19 households are having debt of R 225 snd above., Not

single household is having less than ks 75 debt.

even =
The income

The sverage debt ner household is R 173-61.

group-wise distribution of indebted housekholds indi-

cates that the majority of the households are in the
middle income groups i.e., B 76-150 per monthe 0nly &

s RN R P R o~ e R S T TR and up‘)GI‘ incone -



€loups. The size of the househoyg and

itS im‘:‘)act on
the quantum of dept is aNalysed ip tah e
SEEE 0.12,
TABLE po, 12
SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLD

(IN RUPEE )
Hoe of s S TRoNEE R e e
housenolq PSR ?ﬁ“centaz
Ol indep&
--------------------- ted H.He,
( NO. Of I'_Touseholds) N v S
1--2 3 3 2 vid 5 o
5-8 8 ) 3 3 19 &=
Totgls 17 29 20 19 85

_--—---——_-_
=R B WS fa S T - -

a
The snalysis|quantum of debt ip relation to the

£lze of the resnective indepted hongeholds rdicatas
that the size of the household and the quantup of Gebt
is not perfectly cornelgceds siEais evident fron Teble
No. 12 as the slze of the household ircroases the quan-
tum of the debt 1s not incressing reperiionstely.  nlj
these indebted households have berrowed loans from
ey lenders and the rate of interests charged bv thenm
: len 2
) rrom 3 to 12 percent per menstm. The factory
Varies from .

have taken loans in kind from their Cooperativ, J
emnlovees hav 3
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stores,

It is evident from the foregoing nages,due to
their changed habitst i.e.y migration fronm rursl to
urban and industrial environmemt their ecoronmic struyc-
ture has undergone certazin inevitable changes. Thisc
change in their basic economy not only altered their

way of economic life but =lso social =nd materisl

culture and religious life. The changes are more

nronounced in their materisl culture, religious life
9

and attitudes and soclal values. The environments1 d¢x

changes have weskened the relationship between the

family of origin and the fanily of nrocreation. The

kinshin ties of the Banjarzs zre beconming much weaker

and the relationship is more contractual in nature,

Truditionally joint family was playing a dominant role

in choosing the mate, determining the residence, con-

trolling -the proverty, wetching the morals and mana-

ung sters. Ltds contrary

ging the affairs of the yo
.n set up es the nuclear famlly is the

in this urb
The Study r-veals that the F.cc-e?t

most common type-
e on nucleaTl family due to the occumations1 and

is mor
jlity in the urban and industrial socie-

residential mob
.mily becomes agller and rela-

ty. The size of the f
T e A TSRS SRS contzct s with other
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~re functionally specific (more bus ine
. . ‘ SS lil@ L
The family is defined as the gnallest social |
- unit Of 3

soclet 7ith a common he 16 i (6 n o
v oW t -OL hea 13) int
9 ommo narse and j
- > J(» n

B A ’
snonsibility. The slze and the shane differs wid
' widely

according to the socio-ethnic and the ecological
1ca

environment. Generally in thesrurals set nplbhe S hamd!
: e amily

is subjected to cert:in traditionz1 conditions, whil
) &

in the industrial =nd urban scieties the fg=mily d
nit %S

influenced by changlng social values in the buckground
[ un

of new ethnic and social enviromment. - The relationsh -
shin

among the families varies according to nature of co
m—

nosition of nouseholds. There are two tyr. of house

nuclear anc joint families. The households

holds ViZey

cen analysed according to the family

of Bznjaras have b

structure. The detalls are as follows: -
structure of the No. of Percentage
Households Households.
Nuclear family 84 83,42
Joint Frmily 11 11.58
95 100.00

Totnl:

shat rost of the

families i s very less



= 8405
1.¢.y 11.58 per cent. The cordi iit
Ny . 2 Y and undcrstandiq
which existed between the mémbers ¢ '
o g Her the joint family
3 , ing weakened in the new gq
ehlzpl setting. The
previous profile of the socia] st
“Tucture of the Banj
Ja-
T2S has greatly changed. The Joint families wer th
o ere the
norm in the ojrevious generations but now it ig p i
s being
broken down gradually into Nuclear fyme, As detziled
above the urbsn enviromment hag a8celerated the mce of

this change. The sgriculturgl SCONomy necessiztes

cooperation between members of the household in its
various operations, with the result tpe dependence

among the member of the household develops tnvariably,

but in industrial society 1t is not the cage, The

basic BebnomyMolRHe N change which is evident fronm
It is observed during #his study that there

the study.
e ) :
are variegated econonic nursuits within the same

hou sehold ;nd these do not call for functional denendence,

The nature of job differs from one member to the other
This environment gives swcone for

in the household.
nd it results in emerging

individualistic attitude &
i lear type of fomilies., Occumtion:zl dependence
of nuclea I 1l la
» household was not seen in cny
pers of =z h
among the nen

case during this survey.
n importsnt soci»] instifuton
< il r

Marriage 1s
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which regulates »nd controls the social behsvi
and determines the status of the chilgy A,
the Bonjara:s have been 1iving slong wit:n;heThough
communities yesrs together in the urban set u:t:er
have remained rigid with regards té marits1 yilih:y
There were no maritsl alliznces with the oth;r c:m:es'
nities. As such there were no violations of socirlu

norms of marriage. Of late, it is observed that du
e

consideration is given to the opinions exnressed b
bé

the bride and bride-groom while tsking decisions dr

There were no cases of marriages

naritsl alliances.

by elovement, by force or love. Though nol,gamy is

nermitted in this soclety no such cases came to light

Mostly marriage alliances are settled

in this study.
f the colony, the surrounding

within the residents ©
! in the twin cicies and the
ct by negotiations.In gener:1, the

1'Th:nda neighbouring teluks
of Hyderabad pistri

] rituals comnecte
eorle but elaborate ritualdstic

tr.ditione d with marriage are J6T-
formed by these P
s have beell 0Tt

time ~1C in view O

function ened due to economic condi-
f the Changed surroun-

tions, want of

dings.
g-nised dueé to several causes
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Mature death of one of the parents etc. The
Shows thut there were fonily disarganisatio; sfudy
event of the tremature deathg of one of the P
As the frequency of divorces and se*pratio;s?jrents.
X as =1-

Jal llfe O.f i;hese n
1 peO le a )T)e_‘-rs t
- ~ ()

be Stableo
or other to earn their livelihood. The mrents
x Can harg

The husband and wife attend to ome s
! ork

1y afford to p:y much attention for the un bringin f
3 ging o

their children. As such the child care in the fapmij
anily

is generally left to the youngsters or the sinile e}

ders of the household.

Though they live in urban set up the effective

agency of sociel controly, viz., 'Kula'wunchayat* (caste

council) exercises greater influence on their seisg

In spite of their long association with

behaviour.
the urban life the traditional functional vilue of

the caste council i s beinZ respected by them. They

have a caste head who is called 'Naik'. He is

sccented as a leader of the community and various
He is assisted by 5

disrutes are referred to him.
cil who are nomingted by the

members of the coul
The

This i s not @
at their 'Naik' is not dischar-

hereditary office.

community.

moment they feel th
INaik! ond striving for the good

ging his duties as



the '1 al:.' 3 Th llS",u eS I’elated tO i i
.

Cases are being referred to the pp7s
1€ Poli ce, Even the dis-

Police or court of law. However, Such cases have b
een

Very few in number.
The Banjaras celebrate gll other Findu festi-

Vals. But Dasera is celebrated with —om» angd Eoli

with all fan fair. 'Teej', end 'Seethal Bhavanj:

are imnortant Banjara traditional festivalgs, "Tegjn

is celebrated in the montk of July/Autust. It is

related to agriculture, fertility of land and women,
The duretion of thi s festival extends to nine days,

Fachelors ané virgin women participate in this festiv.j
and officiate the rituals of this festival to oronitize

coddess 'Mersma' and god 'Sava Fhaya'. Seeth:l Bhavan"
is another imnortant festival celebrated by the
nmonth 6f June,July. They

Banjaras annuallv in the
arotect their cattle from

celebrate this festival to
It is very interes-

sedemic dlseases.
of enedeml
the outbreak

~nj in thi s urban surroundings
ting to note that B:njaras

ntinucd the celebration of

14 rofessions have 41560 .
11ty festival of land and women, .md
' + feI‘tlll ¥
i Teej'"--the
ol anotbel‘

thalabhavalls

rogtival intended to -rotect

" oee
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and Jrofessions have diSContinued o

eilebration of
"Teej"-< the fertility festival of 1

EMGamiw%wm
and "SeethalabhaVani"

another festival intendeg to
"rotect their cattle from eredemics ang other diseases.

This amply illustrates the functionalist theory of

Culture which contends that 535 500n gs the utility of

o

& Yarticular cultural tmit is over it Ceases to exigt

in the s ociety. Thus only those culturg]l traits which

have nersistant function “ersevere in a culture whera s

those traits which have lost their Calacity to serve
any nronose are conveniently eschewed in Course of
time due to changes from within and withovt of ,

1 ¢

narticular society.

One of .the most sgignificant changes that can o
noticed among them is their mode of dress. Banjara
women are famous for their traditional attractive
colo;rful -nd heavy garments. The ornaments, the

nd
@5 e LhE neculiarly shaned anklets a
horn bangles;

heavy and attractive and the most cha-
kis! are ‘
- But it was observed that a good number
| STHCs
r:;cterls

; : e
15 ner cent (29) have given u» tra
of women 1.€e

2 i g a C O !S'
a cl
On?4,

have given up
Hindu women 005 =en
other
as any



shirts and n.nts who constitute 46 pep cent(38R)
. )« The
hair dressing style of toth mep and wo

ren is glso

chane 7
anged. Women folk who have given yn traditiona]
: Ona

dres salso have simult.neously given y
~

P traditiong]
ornaments.

Regarding the dialects these Banjaras coulg

converse in Telugu and Urdu as they move botp with tp
e

Telugu and Urdu speaking veople. smapt from this ;13

educated Banjaras can read, write and speak Hindi

and g few Engli .

1S meny as 186 persons are addicted to narco-
tics and intoxicants. Of thése 85 are habitusted to

smoking 51 per cent drinking illicit liquor, 32 Jersons

CHEWITE. Bf ytODICED and betel nuts. These neosle

believe that liquor relieves them of bodily pains of

day's toil and refreshes then for the next day's work,

Th neople are in the habit of smoking cigarestes,
"hese DeEO] ;

peedis, clgars a
96 &TE habituated to drink tea or coffee,

nd tobacco nlnes. Almost all the

Banjar

mhe trgditional observance of social distance



Banjaras or B: mu-
Nagar. They accent food and water frop Musli

& 28, Chri.
Harijans or any other Castes.

In Socigl func-

they asccept invitation fronm any other comrmuni t1e
sy s.

OCCUPATIONAL LEVEL OF ASSOCIATIONS ;

The date was collected T'égarding the cirele orf

contacts of Banjaras with cthers, associates ang
Social purticipation. The study has indicated the
significant changes. The informants were analysed

according to the occumtional 2Zevel of associates,

The workers in category I had friends/associates of

higher or of equal cadres. Thesc associastes were

from different comrunities, occupations and trades,
It indicates the fact that social contacts have been
widened due to the mobility and social mrtici-ation,
Workers in the category II, also had associates fronp

diffecrent categories, whereas the III and IV categories

q f > similar cadres. The
] 5500131;65 rom the
workers had a

' jucation and occupation:1
: rnifi tor is that ed
significant fac
1 the circle of associates. The
influenced th
status has 1

V i ble UiZ., »‘]]e Gxtel’lt Of SO(}'Ia '\arti ¥ 3 "
tlon haS been l a tl(!l t]
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indicates that males haéemuch scope for social prti-

cipation than females.

45 already discussed the urban and the indus-
triz1 environment has brought about significant
changes s»eciglly in their naterial culture. It is
observed during the study that their material culture
has undergone radical change. The Banjaras once 3
mastoral people and agriculturi sts have started ac-
quiring modern goods which are of urban Char..cter.
Cattle used to be imortant and main source of live-
lihood. The materials in mossession of the Banjaras
of Bapunagar have no indicstions of ownership of cattle
and land. The motive of :cquisition of material
wealth is coloured by 'status’ characteristic which
is more often than not is ingﬁghed in urban society.
Specially with regard to acquisition of material
nronerty they are influenced by urban soclety traits.
The nunber and type of articles acquired by the Ban-

jaras have been analysed in the following twble with

reférence to their various income groups. Level of

1iving was messured by two types of scales, viz., six

i item j sion scale*
jten nossession scale; and elght item posses a

- e em o ee ee, s em ) T

- v em =
- -
A2 ot e R
-
— -

i } A igh .tem :O S S'O o
It ]' the n]l‘-‘.nber C‘NI)(l t;y,,)e Of c!I'thleS a quiI‘ed by each
S i .

nonsehold among Banjar:s with referenceflevels of
on ! 4 3
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There was relative significante in tre high income
households in terms of 9ossessing number of articles
mentioned in the two scales. Households with more
income had high score in the rossession scale.*1l It
was very much less among the casual labourer s' house-

ho@ds (Table No.1l3).

- TABLE No. 13
POSSESSION SCALE D INCOME RANGES.

6 item nosSse- II Eicht item nossession scale Income-grou-s

ssion scale
(No.of House-

CedBolidsy Tleine e i St e T e A e S
Score R 100 Rs 150 Rs 200 Score ks 100 B 150/- & 200, f
DUl R RS il 3
4-6 1 L L A =
Totalis s wl 7 46 5 Total® -- 1 3
Households

- em e e e em e em e M am em G 4 o e me o e e W M @ w oam s =

I.5ix item nossession scale(a) Wrist watch,Sewing machine,
Subscrintion to News ps er, Steel Trunk,

Cycle, Radio.

II. Eight item nossession scale: (1) Cycle, (2) Radio,
(3) Sewing machine, (4) Furniture,(5) Fan,
(6) Subscriotion to News paner,(7) Steel
trunks, (8) Wrist watch.

It was recorded in this survey that educated

. : ori 5 t
nerents i.e.y 1in I and II categories aspired tha

—= P T T T TR Ol e I e o
P A -
- o e

------- ’ b
*1High Score: PosSsesSing number of articles.
)

cles 23 nonuseholds did not have carry of

*2 Wo. of artl
these articles.
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their chiliren should choose better jobs. These ra-
rents alsc had higher education.l asvirations. wmong
the casval labours, i.e.y III and IV categories,
educational and the nrofessional aspiration was not
very significant and some of then have exnressed even

indifferent attitude as shown in the table given below: -

e e e e R e i e B e e e R A o S =

CATEGORIES*
Bl e A T s T F o rNITINE R G Sy el
Pcrcentages
Low aspiration - 2 85 87
Higher aspiration o8 95 o 1
Indifferent 2 3 ALE) 12

Most of the Banjaras have adjusted themselves to

the environment n-rticularly to industrial and factory
routine life. They maintain groun solidarity as they
ive In =« compect nrea and the majority of the resi-
¥ f this colony are the Banjaras. They feelha :
i?ngso; emotionsl security es they have group solidarity.
rin

i soci
ki lonih:z the informants were asked about

ation with urban life they feel

ite at home.
3 e betwecn city or village 1ife 86

rrefergnek WRENER R Pl I FRIRRY . Cl ot

o
- w» -
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SxXmre i i
expressed their view that they refer to live in city

and ’
nd the rest 9 preferred village life.

From the previous marz it can be seen that
only 9 have a liking to care free village life instead
of this mechanical, routine and industrial life in the
city. Even these peo 'le are trying to adjust themselves
with the city life as there is no other way out for then
at this stage. The informants were asked about their
attitude towards their routine job. The following

answers were recorded during the survey:-

e Tl ) SO (O R I O
T e e e e = e e
s R i = e S
- - -

O~inion towards their

jobs
Good o7
Tolerable 30
Not bad of
Intolerable 4
Indifferent 3

- Vomflm g amw  ae y Mawe wmy med e’ ot e GRS Lo

v e emtt s S e VRS - -
e ) aml Ko SR,
- - -

t can be seen from above figures that 78 have

I
r their routine life and job, only 4

satisfaction ove
ssed their dissatisfact

Lastly 13 remained indifferent.

ion about their

have €X nre



" disorganisgtions.

--4A5 &
tive to the Changing coﬁditions =nd they were =ble to
adjust with the new environment without mueh stress
and Str.in. They were successful in changing their
occupstions in nccordance with the situationsl demands.
It is evident that the migratory char-cter h=s beconme
extinct :and those Banjarrs have scquired more or less
a4 residential stability. .nother note worthy feature
is that the Bznjar:s have given un their traditionsl
calling viz., cattle herding ~nd agriaulture and t-ken
upn diversified occupations and professions in the in-

dustrial society without sceirl, fomily or individual

Thus, the once mu.stora1l tribe could

now successfully adont itself to the industrial and
urban environment of v.riegzted ethnic asnd cultursl
grouys . - These neonle have ucquired new tastes of food

and dress. Especially their material life has under-

sone rzdical change as they have started acquiring
nachine «ge€ articles, like steel furniture, rsdio

sets, wrist w: tches, sewing machines, bicycles, steel
g erts .

Sonne of the household articles like

trunks, fons etc.
.nd bicycles havc become their necessary

wrist watches &
3 of them are working in the in-
: es since many

qecessori

1 undert: king
red as the mo

s =nd offices where the time

dustria ' .
st imnortant one. Their

fector 1S conside

S
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life is not free from certain urbsn nmalnractices like
drinking (alcoholi am) and gambling as some of them
h:ve become addicts to these bad habits of drinking
illicit liquor and gambling. Due to their educstion
change of oocumtion, dress and food habits etc.,
many of the Banjara youth of this settlement could not
be distinguished from the other caste neonle. These
p6091€ ere acquiring status characteristicss sizain due %
to the basic changes in the structure of their eco-
nony cert:in traits of their religious life also un-
derwent transformation as they lost their functional
utility. In spite of 211 these changes one could

notice that the Banjaras sre maintaining the group

solidarity and ethnic identity.

ea/
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