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Ohservations of an administrative officer in the
Kondh Hills in the early Forties.

Kondh Village :

It will be in the fitness of things to des-
cribe a Kondh village to start with. Except fora
few major villages a Kondh village is generally
a small unit consisting of 8 to 10 houses. The
small villages grow ip size as new commers
come to take shelter with the original residents.
They are usually related to the latter and come
to the new site on their invitatinrn. Non-Tri-
bals also come and mingle with the pcpulation
with the permissicn of the older resident.
These new commers construct their hcuses
either contigucus to the existing houses or
detached, according to availability of space.

The village site is usvally selected with
reference to some geographical advantages. In
almost ali cases the site is located close to a
small hillock which is not frequented by carni-
vorous animals and which is usefut as a fuel
reserve and seives the Adivasis in many other
ways. He collects fuel frcm such hillocks
whenever he runs short of his stock of fuel.
He collects siali leaves aiso for his domestic
purposes. Edible leaves, flowers, roots etc.,
are also collected by the children of the
Kendh.

The level of the site is usually tapering
towards the paddy fards of the village. Paddy
lands are located in the valley between two

U. N. Patnaik:

hillocks or two areas of high lands. Between
the vailey proper and the hillocks there is
scrub jungle of thorny bushes and creepers
and close to it a few fruit bearing trees are
also to be seen. This vegetation keeps the
village cool during summer months. Mango,
Jack-fruit are also there in the close vicinity
of the village and are generally common pro.
perty. There are a few sago palm trees also in
the outskirts of the village.

Drainage System :

The site is also chosen with reference to
the course of the rain drainage in order to
avoid direct rain drainage which flows in
torrents during rains. There is no drainage
system in the street proper and rain drainage
flows down the gentle sicpe that isto beseen
in the street. One therefore finds that there are
no rain gullies formed by the rain drainage
which fiows with great velocity.

The next impcitant factor in selecting a
village site is ils proximity to a perennial
spring. There are no wells in the area ar.d the
peop'e depend upcn the spring for diinking
water and for washing etc., purposes.
The spring, therefore is a necessity and it is
mairtained properly by community labour of
the village. The spring is usually below
the foot of a tree like mango, fig ctc.



Another important factor in selecting a
village site seems to be its proximity to land
capable of growirg paddy. As mentioned
above the paddy lands of the village lie very
close to it. These paddy lands were originally a
small group of fields but in course of time
due to land hunger of the tribals, he has added
many motre fields to the originally small group
by scooping the sides. From the other side of
the village the dry lands begin and end with
the foot-hills. On this land Jawar, Turmeric,
Ragi, Ginger, Rape, Kulthi, etc., are grown.
At the upper end of this dry land closer to the
foot hills turmeric is groewn. This patch of
cultivation extends up to the Podu area on ihe
hill slopes or the hill sices.

Names of Villages :

The names ¢f the villages are peculiar in
their own way. The endings of the village
names are of different types. Scme villages
have their ending in the word ‘Gando’, some
other have ‘Kuppa’ and some others have end-
ings with the word ‘Guda’. As an ending the
word ‘Nazu' means a streel. Thus in the main
village Kalingando { or Kalinga in Criya ) there
are many streets which are named as Maddi
Naju, Bade Naju, Brodi Naju et¢. These streets
are named with reference to topo land matrks,
The names are derived frcm the location of the
street also such as Madi naju, Sendo naju
which mean the middle street and the upper
street. Brodi Naju is the name of a street which
had a Bhada Tree ( Terminilis ). Mahanaju gct
its name from a big mango tree which was
existing when the street squatted originally or
is at present alive. To refer toavillage asa Naju
is not very correct because almost every major
village has several streets with common names
indicated by the topo details. 1f asked as to
which village he belorgs the Kondh replies
that he belongs to Kalingando and to such and

such street thetein.
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The name of the major villages are after
the names of remote ancestors who first came
to stay in the area. Thus the village which first
was occupied by Kali Mealik or Padhan came
to be known as Kalincando. It is the residence
of a sub-clan which was first selected by one
Kali probably a century age. Similarly in the
case of Raiskando, Bakingando, Jeemangando
the origiral ancestors were Raika, Baka, Zime,
respectively. The names of some villages have
the erding in the word ‘Kuppa‘ suchas Kumbar
Kuppa, Adas Kupps etc. Some other villages
have the endings with name of guda e
Kutiguda, Baliguda, Nediguda etc.

Lay Qut of a Village :

Usually the village headman or Mallik
constructs his hcuse cn crest of a mound and
his agnates and others have their hcuses cn
the slope towards the spring or taper in other
directions. There are certan castes which have
been adopted into Kordh seciely by reason of
some remote inter-caste marriage. These
families live in separate hcuses aong with
other Kondhs. These adopted Kondhs are the
Kondh potter, Kondh Sundii, Kondh Blacksm-
ith, Kondh-Gouda. The panos who are more
or less part of the Kondh society live in the
seme street as the Kondhs. In scme villages
trere are non-Konch Criya settlers and in scme
cases there are Gonds aiso. These sections of
people live in adjacent houses in the village.
They retain their own customs and habits al-
thopgh they generaliy join the Kondh worship
ahd-rituals.

The houses in the Kcndh village are in
parallel rows with contiguity of location. In
some villages there aie detached houses also
when rew ccmmers settle in the village.
Besides the main street, a few rows take off
from the main street at right angles or are
sitvated behind ift.
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House of a Kendh :

Description of a Kondh house is necessary.
It indicates the leve! of mental development of

~aKondh in those early days. Commun cations

were very bad, seascns were very cruel and
generally the poverty of the Kondh was such
that he had to think of these things when
constructing his house. Kondhs are living in
plank houses which is even now the caseamong
the poorer cections in the remote areas. It was
easier for a Kendh to use timber and plarks fot
building his house, Fetching water frecm the
spring, preparirg mud also requires more than
one person and there is no such person
available. The Kondh therefore prefers to
construct his house with hand made planks.
Sawirg was out of question because in Ganjam
agerncy by 1938 there was only one group of
sawers. A Kondh cuts dcwn. sa/, Peasal and
even Sishu tree for using as walls of his houce.
These planks are 10" to 12 lorg. about 2
thick and about 12+ to 14+ broad. They are
placed one cver another on the narrow edges
of the planks and held tcgether by vertical
balhas on either sice to held them in positicn.
These bulhas in their turn are held together by
means of wooden bolis prepared by the Kondh
himself. There are no carpenters in the aiea
except quite a few Kondhs who have learnt the
art. Therefore the Kendh has to do this type of
carpentry by himself.

The house is generally 10’ X 20°, made of
planks, its height is usually 6+ to 8°. The
crevices between the planks are filled with
mud to keep out the wind and insects from
getting into the house. The docr way of the
house is the only opening to it. There is no
window to the hcuse. The docr is a single
jeaf one. It is of generally Sa/ or Mango
planks and hand hewn and hand sized.

There are two to three steps leadirg to the
door way. There are varardahs on either side
2°to 3" in height and made of mud. These
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varandah are kept very clean by mud plaster
and scme times with hand designs dore by the
girls. The locking arrangement of the door is a
contrivance, which can be operated both from
inside and outside. There is no fear of house
theft and this locking arrangement is cnly to
get the door shut when the people go out in
the day or go in to sleep in the night. Usually
there is a small garden enclosed by split
bamboo on sither side of the house on which
tcbacco or brinjal is grown. There is no back-
yard to the house and in order to keep his
piggery safe from prowling wild animals the
Kondh has a small enclosure close to his
backyard. This is made of bulahs fixed into
the ground and inter twined with split bamboo.
He has a small compartment made vertically on
the side of the varandah which is closed with
a trap door during night. In this, his fcwls are
kept during night. If the fowls are few, they
are kept along with the gcats in the main living

rocm.

In the front of the house there is bench-
like contrivance abcut 21 high. It consists of
a plank 2+ thick about 5 long and 8/ to 10
brcad which is fixed on the top of 2 posts
sunk into the grcurd. This is kncwn as Duda-
dpa or dapa. 1t is used for unloading the brass
or warthen pots filled with waler placed aore
cver the other and fetched by the weman frem
the village spring. Water pcis full with water
placed ore cver the other cannot be taken into
the house through the door-way and therefore
they are unloaded there. Cleaned utensils are
also fetched from the spring and kept on this
dadpa before they are taken in. The males use
this dadpa as a bench where they sit and
smoke their kahalis in the afternoon when at
leisure.

The superstructure of the house is of split
and seasoned bambco with roofing of paddy
thatch or sabai grass. Paddy thatch is very
sca:e and generally the Kondh collects Sabai
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grass from the hills at the beginning of summer.

Split bamboos are used for rafters and the
peams are of unsized timber. In front of the
house of the Mallik or T/omba the Dharani
Penu is located and the Deity is propitiated
from time to time according to the Kondh

custom.

On the opposite side of the tobaco plot
the Kondh has his fuel stock. He does not
collect fuel during winter because wild animals
are then active in the forest. It is impossible
to collect fuel in the Rainy season because cf
heavy and prolorged rains.The Kondh,therefore,
collects fuel and stocks it to last during the
adverse seasons. He piles the fuel collected by
him whether green or dry in a crude receptacle.
A parallel row of pcles is fixed on the ground.
The fuel logs are kept one over the other up
to a height of 8 to 10 ft. in this enclosure.
These lcgs are cut in to pieces 8to 10 fit. to
store them in the above manner.

Acculturisation has appeared in the area
and is moving on with rapid and 'ong strides.
Naturally as every thing starts with home the
pattern of house building is also undergoing a
change. Panos who frequent the plain area
and oriya settlers in Mutha head-quarters have
their houses built of wattle and daunb and the
more affluent of them have walls of earth.
The Kondh has started changirg the pattern of
his house. Moreover, with rapid de-forestation
timber is becoming more and more scarce as
the trees are cut and exported. Broad planks
are a vely great scarcity. Carnrying water frem
spring to the house site. preparing mud was a
problem but now a days the Kondh is able to
get help from among his neighbours cna very
small remuneration. There is no regular labour
class in the hill for such purpcses. Thus the
house of plarks is rapidly disappearirg ard
houses of mud walls are coming up. This
change is noticeable in the suburb of oriya
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villages and small towns such as G. Udayagiti,
Tikabali etc. In this mud house there is @ back
door and back yard. There is a small varandah
at the back of the house. The back yard is
used as an open air kitchen during the non-
rainy days. Roof height of the hcuse has also
been changed. The door frames are not rough
and are made as smooth as possible with hand
axe. Single leaf doors are beirng replaced by
dcuble leaf doors. Separate cattle sheds are
also being constructed near the house wher-
ever possible. These cattle sheds are also used
as the gcat penn or as piggery pern. During
the fast 40 years there has been quite a good
deal of change in the pattern, design etc., of
the houses that are being constructed. Furni-
ture like woocen cots, almirahs and even
chairs and tables are now a days being kept in
the hcuse. Boxes of wood are used for keeping
jewellery and boxes of zinc sheets have of
late come into use replacing the bamboo
receptacles.

The house of an average Kondh who has
no paddy land and who dces not fetch enough
jungle products the surplus of which he sells
and makes money, has been described. The
more prosperous have houses of mud walls.

The house of the Kendh is divided into
two compartmerts cne is 12° long and the
other 8’. The breadth of hcuse is 8 to 10°. The
partiticn wall between these two compart-
ments is either of plank or of small lcgs. There
is a small opening ch the rear end of the room
1o reach the kitchen preper. This is a smaller
ccmpartment. The kitchen space is only about
8’ x 8’ ar.d there is a fire place in the kitchen
which is of the traditonal type. Close to the
fire place there is a platform of planks tixed to
4 posts. The plat-form is used to keep water
pots for daily use. Along with the water pots,
a few utensils made of German silver or beil-
meta! are kept. Biass pots of the family are
also kept on the plat-form. The quality and
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size of these utensils depend upon the afflu-
ence of the family. The utensils are washed
and cleaned at the village spring by the girls or
house-wives of the family in the morning. On
the top of the fire place of the kitchen there is
an attic on which new earthen pots are kept
for future use. During rains earthen pots are
not available in fhe locality. Therefore the
Kondh house-wives keep a number of new pots
seasoning them with the juice of Anacardium
seeds to save them from easy breakage. Pots
on the attic are aiso seasoned by the smcke of
the kitchen. Thus doubly seasoned the pots
last longer. Near the water pots is a small
basket of split bamboo in which the treasured
clothes of the Kondh are kept. In this recepta-
cle the family ornaments of silver, German
silver and brass are also kept. Gold ornaments
and cash in rupee coins are usually buried
underground in the kitchen space. In the
kitchen space the Loka (laddle) either of Gourd
or metal used for stirring the gruel is Kept.

The living roocm of the Kondh needs
description. It is like the Arc of Noah and
contains all the necessities of the Kondh:. It Is
small compact and cramped. It is so used that
all the earthly possessicns of the Kondh and
his daily necessities are kept in it. The flooring
of the room is of mud and it is well plastered.
In the centre of the rocm there is a depression,
a cup like stone is put in it. The stone cup is
used for husking paddy. De-husking is done
by means of an wccden appliance resembling
a long club. Girls do the dehusking by beating
the paddy with this implement. This appliance
is called ‘Ukuli’.

The sides of the roof are used in every
possible manner as bracket. Dry maize is hung
in the form of garlands from one end of the
room to the other. Green siali leaf cups which
the house wives generally prepare during spare
hours are hung in garlands in hundreds. The

maize and cups get seasoned by the smoke
of the kitchen and assume a dark brown colour.
Musical instruments of the Kondh like Dhekka,
Khanjani, Flute, Changu, etc., are also hung
from the roof or walls. Ripe pumpkins of the
smaller size are also hung from the rafters.
These pumpkins are for decmestic consumption
when the season of fresh pumpkins is over.
Generally the Kondh does not have enough of
this vegetable in unripe stage for consumption
in the kitchen. If there is any surplus beyond
his requirement, it is stored for future consum-
ption after selling the surplus, if any, in the
market. At different places in the roof sloping
cn either side the bow and arrows of the
Kondh are tucked. The match lock if he has
one is hung frcm the roof by a string of fibre
and by its side the powder flask of gourd is
hung. The cheap jewellery of the house hold,
generally beads of seeds weeds and glass are
kept in a smali bamboo box and hung from the
roof. Braided paddy stalks with paddy are also
hurg from the roof. Due to smoke of the
kitchen throughout the whole day, the sia// leaf
cups, maize and all other things in the living
room get coloured and assume a bronze
colour.

A large number of the non-edible gourds
are hung from the roof for future use. All the
agricultural implements like Godi, goble etc.,
the axe, the sickle, the javelin, the Tangi/a and
other implements are also normally tucked
into the roof in their selected places.

The living room provides acccmmodation
for the parents and smaller childien of the
house. The grown up boys and girls would
sleep in the youth lodges and maid lcdges at
night, as there is no space in the house for
them to sleep in the night for obvious reascns.
Small cots 4+ X 2° woven with jungle fibre are
used by the family whenever cne is able to
have this luxury. in the absence of these cots



the family sleeps on mats made of date leaves
soft reeds etc.,.

At the end of the room there is a small
mud plat-form about 8" high which runs
throughout breadth of the room and is about
18'* in breadth. In the centre of this small
plat-form there is a fire place which is kept
burning day and night duting rainy and
winter months to keep the house warm. The
fire is very necessary for the Kondh during
winter months when it is very cold and he
has no warm clothing. Durirg nights he sleeps
with feet towards the fire place. One or two
gcats of the family and its fowls, if few, are
kept near this fire place over night.

Food & food habits :

A description of the focd and food habits
of a kendh is given here. Rice is called Pala
ar.d very few Kondhs have rice diet fcr more
than two months. In the absence cf a pure
rice diet they use rice sparingly mixing it with
some cereals or millets. Edible leaves and
roots are also mixed with this rice. Whenever
the Kondh runs short cf rice nly cereals or
millets are cooked in the gruel form and eaten.
Very few Kordhs have bellmetal dishes and
use siali leaf cups as utensils. Salt is served
out separately on a leaf and very rarely a
Kondh has a separate curry of miliet, edible
leaves etc. Maize, Bunner beans, Pumpkin,
Green papaya, Green plantains are cocked as
curry or are mixed with a hardful of rice to
make a sort of porridge. During fasting menths
(From February to August)the Kondh lives onthe
porridge descitbed above. Powder of Sago palm
heartwocd,powdered mar.gckernels,edibleroots
and leaves aie the ccmmon fccd cf the Kondh,
during the lean menths. Fish is a lfuxuly ar.d
fishing is a sort of communal activity. The
entire village go to the fishing ground which
is a big nala or a minor river. Fishing goes on

from day to day for 3 or 4 days, the party
staying in the camp. The fish caught are partly
consumed on the spot and the larger portion
is left drying on the flat sheet rocks nearby.
At the end of the hunting the party leaves for
its village with dry fish to be consumed in
future.

Meat is a scarcity and generally goats are
not butchered. Pigs are killed and eaten. Every
family gets a small share of the vension after
a hunt. The share of the family is sliced and
hung on a string of fire and exposed to the
sun. When the slices are ccmpletely dry they
are kept in leaf bags for future use. During the
lean months the dehydrated meat slices are
beiled in water and taken as curry or boil-
ed in the porridge. During a feast a buffalo
is killed and the meat is served along with
rice. The Kondh house-wife prepares cakes
also out of maize powder and they are taken
as focd or snacks. The cakes are baked in
fire, sesds of the beans are fried and eaten as
snacks. Tamar:nd seeds are fried and powdeied
and the powder is used in the gruel with dry
mahua flowers mixed with it.

The first mea!l and breakfast is between
8109 A.M. and the second between 2to 3
P.M. when the Kondh returns from field work.
Thereafter there is no cother meal and the
Kondh gces to bed by 6 P M. If the Kondh has
to g to his turmeric field or to his bogcdo he
leaves his home in the early morning by about
sun rise ard his breakfast is taken to the field
by his wife or daughter.

For scasoning curry mahua oil is used. The
condiments are turmeric, chilly, and mustard.
The use of spices is being cepied of late. Eggs
are used as food and are used only for propiti-
ating the Geds. The Kendh dees not take milk.
He feels nauseate to the smell of boiling milk.
The cows in the area not usually milked and
are used as bullcks in the field.
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During the mango season and jackfruit se-
ason the Kondhs live practically on ripe mango
and the jackfruit. This is for about 2 months in
a year. There is a variety of mango which ripens
in the month of Ashada and this is known as
Ashada Maha. This ripe mango juice is dried in
the sun spread on winnows (Ku/a;. The juice
on drying takes the shape of a thick sheet.
The children of Kondh take this with pleasure
and the rest is exported to the plains. There
is a peculiar preparation from the half-ripe
mangoes. The skin is removed by means of a
mother-of-pearl-sheil bored in the middle
with the edges of the hole very sharp. The
mango is cut with a short pen knife into
continuous slicing. The slices are not separa-
ted frcm one another and if stretched take
the shape of a garland. This is sun dried and
consumed as it is or made into curry. Most of
this is exported to the plains. Mango stones
are collected during and after the mango
season and kept by the side of the house.
During the lean months the stene is split and
the Kernel is washed. This is then rubbed into
paste on a slab stcne near the spring. The
paste is dried up in the form of a thick cake.
It is called ‘Beesa’. It is mixed in the gruel and
consumed. The sago palm hasa great food
value for the Kondh during summer, when a
sago palm bamboo tree is cut  the Kondh
collects the heart of it whichis  fibrus. The
fibre is beaten into dust, served crudely and
is used as food either as gruel or mixed with
some miltets. Green jackfruits are not a favou-
rite food of the Kendh, because of the glue
that comes out of the fruit when cut. More
over it is a labourious process. The ripe jack-
fruits are eaten leaving the seeds aside. These
seeds are eaten in the curry or are sold in the
market. Dry Mahua flowers are preserved and
cooked with millets or with rice if available.
Tamarind seeds are fried and pcwdered and
the powder is mixed with miilets or rice and
eaten as porridge.

—

-2

Seeds of aspargus beans and all varieties
of beans are fried and are eaten as snacks.
Paddy, maize, jawer are fried and the Kondh
adults and children relish these as snacks.
The seeds of the jackfruit are baked in the
embers and are eaten with relish.

Drinking habit :

The drinking habit of the Kondh needs
perhaps a description. He drinks Solpo juice,
Mahua arrack as well as rice arrack. Ganja and
Bhang have not penetrated into the area
although it is said that Britishers planted Ganja
in Tikabali area about 40 years back. There
are a few Date trees in the area which are also
being tapped for toddy. The most common of
the drinks is so/po juice. The solpo trees are
planted by the Kondhs and in a few cases they
grow wild from the seeds that are strewn on
the ground while the trees are being cut.
These solpo trees are planted in the foot
hills and sometimes in the vicinity of a village.
The so/po tree is just like a coconut of Areca-
nut tree, it grows to a diametre of 4’ to 6’ and
to a height of 20" to 25" when mature. The
hranches are long like that of a ccconut tree
and are more like those of an Arecanut tree.
The leaves are bigger and broader than those
of the other two palms. The tiee takes abcut 4
years o mature and to yield toddy.

As soon as the flowering takes place the
tree is tapped in the same manner as a palm
tree ot a date tree is tapped. The liquor oozing
out from the tree is held in small earthen pots
in which a few paddy roots and ‘Kudhan” rcots
are placed. This is 1o secure quick fermenta-
tion and to reutralise the bad effects, of the
juce. It is said that in the absence of these
substances the drink is poisonous and causes
dysentry. The pot of juice is brcught down
by means of a ladder of a veiy lor.g bamboo,
the shoots of which on either side serve as
steps while climbing up o getting down.



If the tree is short and vields juice, agile
youngmen climb the tree  with hands feet,
and fetch the pot tied to the waist.

This drink like any other intoxicating
drink is never enjoyed if taken alone. A group
squats on the ground near the tree and the
drinking begins first by offering it to
saddenju’’, **Kurmenju’’ who are believed to
be the first ancestors of the Kondh. The juice
is taken out of the pot into the drinking gourd
(loka) of a bigger size. There is the small loka
in which few drops are taken out frcm the
bigger one and dropped on the grourd while
uttering the names of the two ancestors. The
gourd then is handed over to the oldest man
or the Mallick who first part takes of the juice.
it is then handed over by him to a man next to
him in rank or status. It passes frem person to
person in this manner. The gourd is about
9" to 1' long and has its buib cut in a circle,
and the narrow end is pierced thrcugh. The
juice is taken out from the bigger gourd
through this opening in the bulb and it s
poured into the mouth by the thin end of the
Joka frcm a distance of 2°" to 4”". It is not
sipped but is swallowed as it enters into the
mouth. The juice is very similar to bear in
effect but it is sweet in taste.

In the winter and early summer when the
juice secretes profusely the Kor.dh drirks it five
times in 24 hours. The first occasion is at the
cocks crow i. e. about 4,00 A.M., the secord
fout is at sun-rise, the third at noon, the fourth
in the evening, and the last at about 8.00 P.M.
During winter and early summer the Konchs
covering themselves with their *‘Matho” come
to the tree to catch the first extraction of the
juice. One of them carrics a lighted fire brand
to light them in the drakness and to keep off
wild animals. On reaching the tree a fire s

lighted and with this starts drinking the *Koju’

Klzpa', *Kallw which means the drink at cccks
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crow. The m.ddie;aged Kondh or the elder ones
habituated to drink solpo juice ccilects a
group of people of his like, who go in a body
to the tree or trees and the group starts

-drinking. After the first drink they light

‘Kahalis’ and engage themselves in gossiping.

‘After three hours or so the second instalment

of Kallu is brought dcwn when the sun rises.
This is known as a «Ve/a Srohnikallu’. Again at
noon a third instalment cf the juice is taken
and two more instalments at the times men-
ticned above.

In the case of older men given to drinking
they do not stay at their respective homes but
stay at the ‘solpo’ tree and during the rest of
the night lie down round the fire that they
light. If anyone feels hungry he takes a hand-
ful of the rice like substance which is secreted
along with the juice, which further intcxicates
him. This continuocus intoxication keeps the
Kondh cut of hunger arid he falls asleep. On
being asked as to whether there are no
dengers from wild animals the Kcndh replies
that if a Royal Bengal Tiger or a bear or a
python apprcaches then they would throw a
handful of the rice like extract from the soipo
tree towards them and the animals on eating
the same doze to sleepat a distance and
would not harm them. It appears that in some
instances the Kondhs keep on drirking ard
sleeping near the trees for days together
forgetting their homes.

The Mahua arrack is prepared by the local
Sundhi and he usually does iton a very large
scale cut in the deep forest whete there i1s a
perernial spring flowing. He establishes his
still near the fiowing water. He has his boiling
pot which holds abcut 30 to 40 gaiions of
water. He has the -*wash’” and fermented rice
and Mahua in scveral pots near by. He has a
smaller pot and a retort of bamboo and mud
which he fixes to the boilirg pot. The smaller
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receiving pot is placed on the stream to
convert the vapour into distilled arrack. The
mahua required is either frcm his own stcck
or purchased from the local Mahajan. Ina few
cases where arrack is prepared on an  crder
from an official, ripe guava or ripe jackfruit
pulps are boiled with the Mahua and distilled.
This addition is said to give a very good
flavour to the drink. The Sundhi is engaged in
this work for a day or two but he returns home
in the evening. The mahua arrack is said to be

“very strong. It is served liberally at all feasts.

The intoxication cauced by this drink lasts for
over 24 hours if taken heavily. The Kondh is
permitted to distil mahua arrack but he has to
take a permit from the inspector of Excise.

Education : { 1937-40)

According to the rules in force the Special
Assistant Agent to the Governor is the mana-
ger of ail'primary schools. He is the appoin-
ting authority of the teachers ard the drawirg
and disbursing officer of their calaries. Need-
less to say that he js the general supervisor
of the educationa! system in the area. On the
technical sides there is a Deputy Inspector of
Schools under the District Inspector of
Schools, Ganjam. There is a Teachers’ training
school at Russelkonda ( now Bhanjanagar )
and the teachers appointed in the hills are
recruited from the school.

The Dy. Tahasiidar in the area is the direct
subordinate of the Special Assistant Agent,
and he has also some indiréct responsibilities
in the running of the schools. The schoocls are
all housed in thatched buildings with dwarf
walls around and with a mud plastered
flooring. The maintenance of these buildings
and the teachers’ quarters restswith the Dy.
Tahasildars who are given funds under Civil
agency works’’, Mainly maintenance cf work
is being done with these funds and paid for
under the verty system. Teachers of the ele-
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mentary and primary schools have to live in
Kendh houses on rent basis or in the Teachet's
room. Thete are few middlie schocls in the
area and the rest are primaiy and elementary
schools. Except in the middle schocls there
are no teachers quaters in the other categotries
of schools. The middle schools and even the
lower schools have good vegetable gardens
and the products of these gardens go to the
teachers houses. The school children have to
do manual labour in maintaining the gardens,
because gardening is part of the curriculum.
The Drumhead cabbages and the Cauli flowers
and the Knolkohl grown in the schools are of
a prize variety growing to a magnum size on
account of the soil, the climate and the
up-keep by the school chiidren.

The teachers in these school are recruited
frcm the Teachers Training schools at
Russelkonda and at Berhampur. They aie of the
follwirg castes.

1) Kondh Teachers.

2) Pano Teachers.

3) Convert Christian Teachers.

4) Gond Teachers.

5) Teachers from among the non-Tribal
settler classess in the hills.

6) Teachers coming from the plains.

The Gond and Kondh Teachers are vety
few in number. They are residents of the area
and when the school is at a place other than
cnes own village the teacher has to take
residence either in the teacher’s room in the
school or in aKondh's house. This is applicable
to the Pano teacher, the convert Christian
teacher and the teachers of the non.Tribal
settler classes. The teachers coming from
the plains take residence in the school cffice
rocm.

The Gond and Kendh Teachers are sincere
in their work and do not dabble in cther
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people’s affairs. Similarly the teachers from
the non-tribal settier classes do not dabble in
local affairs. This class of teachers is not as
sincere and honest as the Kcndh and Gond
Teachers. The Pano and convert christian
teachers are of the tribal area and are more
village touts than schcol masters. They remain
absent from the schools for long periods and
during such periods they take parties to Courts
in connection with troubles fcmented by their
own ingenuity. They run errands for the
missionaries, for the Mahsjanas and the
muttaheads. They also takea leading part in
the village Panchayat. They are also of assist-
ance to muttaheads duriug mamoo/ collecticn
and they attend on the officers visiting the
area in courese of their duties. In every possi-
ble way they try to make some money. The
teachers from among the non-tribal settlers
are of a different type generally. They would
not venture out of village to look to other
people's affairs. in their own way they disch-
arge their duties not with intelligence but in
a sort of mundane and routine manr.er.

The teachers from the plains are at present
a veritable prcblem to the educational system
in the area. They have their own affairs in the
plains to attend and to look after their families
living in the plains. Their going hcme
frequently is therefore a necessity. They do

_not miss a short vacation even. They gerierally

go without taking formal leave, leavirg the
school in charge of a co-worker. The Head-
master of the school connive at it. The School
Dy. Inspector gererally closes his eye to the
unauthorised leave. This goes on by turns
another teacher going hcme to the plains on
the return of the teacher who had gone earlier.
Thus by rotation they shuttle between their
schools and homes.

The tribal who is not very anxious to send
his children to schiool does not mind the

{
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frequent absence of the teachers. Moreover
if at all he complains he would complain to
the Dy. Inspector of Schools who generally
ignores such complaints. The net result of
such complaints is that the children of the
Kondh get harsh treaiment from the teachers.

only the three +‘R’’s ( reading, writing and
arithmatic are being taught in the elementary
schools and the special Assistant Agent during
his tour visits these schools and examines
the proficiency of the children in three ‘*R’'s.
He brings with him slates, pencils, class books
and garments for the children., and distributes
them ceremoniously.

The Kondh parents are not very anxious
to s_end their children to school because a
child is very useful for the family. The chil-
dren, boy or girl, do baby sitting which
releives the mother to a great extent. This baby
sitting starts practically from the 4th year of
the child. As the child grows he or she is used
in the house in the following domestic works.

1) Sweeping the house and the front
yard.

2) Washing the utensilis at the village
spring.

3) Fetching water from the spring.

4) Boiling and washing clothes.

5) Collecting edible leaves etc.

6) Dehusking paddy if any in the house.

7) Collecting mangoes, mahua fruits &
flowers etc.

8) Joining the mother in preparing leaf-
platters and cups.

9) Carrying breakfast of father or brother
to the bagodo or field.

10) And above all taking care of a
younger brother or sister.

The Kordh housewife is running the house

single handed because her husband is out of
doors either drinking so/po juice or woiking in
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the fields, and the work the children do is a
great relief to her. The children do not con-
tinue in schocl till they ccmplete education.
After one or two year they are unable to stand
the school discipline and discontir.ue on the
least opportunity they get.

Inspite of these adverse conditions
attempts are being made by Government to
popularise education in the tribal areas. The
medium of teaching is oriya because ‘*Kondh*
is only a spoken language. Butwhileexp'aining
the teachers wuse oriya words and
expressions. Almost all the
teachers know the Kui language. The text
books prescribed are apprcved by the Educati-
on Department and practically are the same as
in the non-tribal areas. The lQ of the Kondh
children being very low they fird it
difficult to follow the teaching. The Baptist
Mission has an M. E. Schoo! at Gudrupori near
G.Udayagiri.and it is one of the very few scho-
ols that is running cn prcper lires in the area.

In the primary and elemer.taty schools in
the interiors the teachers receive their daily
rations from the villagers by turns. The childien
also assist the teacher in his kitchen and wash
his clothes whenever necessary. Atl educatio-
nal institutions are clcsed during the rains for
about 2 months in the year becauze of the
heavy rains.

There are two good teachers so far know-
in the area. One is Simhadri Panigrahi of
Paralakhemandi who worked in the
Paralakhemanrdi ager.cy fcr alcng time before
being posted to Gutirgia. He is very popular,
hornest and sincera and is respected by Kcdhs
aud non-Kondhs. The next teacher of out-
standing merit is Sri Jaganath Nayak, a convert
christian of G. Udayagari tcwn. The former
knows Soara very well and has valuable
manusctipts on the Soara written by himself.
The latter is probably the first matriculate
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among the tribals. The salary of the teachers
is sent by the office of the S.S.A. by money
order. Some of teachers work as Extra Depart-
ment Post masters. The teacher does not take
much interest in the work because the children
are truants and the parents are not interested
in educating their children. The teachers are
always anxious to get transferred to schools
nearer their hcmes.

Disputes :

The disputes are generally over landed
property, cver jackfruit cr mango trees which
are personal preperties. There are also disputes
regarding the ownership of So/po (sagopalm)
trees. These disputes are taken to the village
panchayat and the panchayat after hearing the
sides and the witnesses gives its decision.
If the Panchayat is not capable to decide or
its decision is not acceptable to the parties
the matter goes with the request of the parties
to the higher or Mutha Panchayat. If the parties
so desire the matter is decided by a Praman
(Sarada).

At the Praman the Panchayat and the
elders are present and the challenger and the.
challenged seck the aid of supernatuial
phenomena of omens to give a decision in
the dispute. If the parties do not abide by the
decision of the Panchayat and if they do not
seek redress by supernatural means the
matter gces to a Court of Law.

The trial by ordeal which was in vcgue
till about 30 years back was the Gropa Sarada
as it is called. The place of this crdeal was at
Pusangia in Balliguda Taluk and the Patro of -
Pusangia who worships the ‘Loha Penu’ of the
Kordh used to preside at this ceremony.
People all over Balliguda Taluk used to ccme
for this trial by ordeal to obtain a divine deciee
over the dispte. About 30 years back there was
a Deputy Tahasildar at Balliguda by name Shri
Apparac who prohibited this mcde of trial.
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There is even now a very Big sal trce at
Pusangia which is believed to be the abode of
the deity *Loha Penu’. The contesting parties
would ccme to the Patro and affirm before him
that they would go through the Sarada ofr
Praman. :

The complainant or challenger gets an
egg and about half a seer of raw rice. These
are offered to Loha Penu, the Kondh Janni or
Jhakar who is the subordinate worshipper of
L ohaPenu fetches water from the stream nearby.
A fire is lighted. He gets a small guantity of a
hlack corw's dung and adds it to the water.
The water boils, both parties standing close to
the pot throw a few grains or raw rice into the
boiling water calling upon +Dharma Penu’ to
witness the contest and to  adjudicate. - The
truthful man’s rice goes down into the boilirg
water while the rice thrown by the man  with
a false clam rises up. After this the man who
denies the challenge wouid dip his forearm up
to his elbow in the boiling water. The Chailen-
ger dips his hardin a similar- manner.  After
this all the people there leave the place. The
hands of the contestants are examined the
next day by the patro in presence of the Pan-
chayat. The innocent man’s forearm is normal
while the other man has blisters on it This
decides the issue and both parties accept the
divine judgement as they belive it to be. 1Kaka -
Jabaki’ is a Nala near G. Udayagiri  Taluk
where people go for a Praman (Seeru Moonja).
It is believed that underneath the stones live
two huge lizards each 8’ long with dazzling
precious stones on their hoods. They are said
to be having large fangs and protruding ton-
gues and that whoever sees the creatures does
not live for more than a week thereafter.

The contesting parties go with the village
elders to the spots, offer a Puia of raw rice
and cow’s milk. The offerings are given to
.Darma Penu' (Dharma) to ‘'Sepandara’ and
Vacendare’ (Moon and Sun) ‘Jagjapunja’ and
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‘Kukurpunja’ ( Two groups of stars )} as well as
to other groups of such stars known as +Asha
Dadae’ and Madhcgadze. Afthr these offerings
the local names of the high hilis nearby are
also uttered. The remains of the Puja cfferings
are given to the contesting parties. The Pujari
who does the Puja cuts two trees either Sal
or Bamboo end takes them to the water. in the
water they are planted two cubits apart and
are held by the two contestants. The Pujari
stands between the two Saplings.

The Panchayatdars then ask the conle.-
stants, *Are ycu bent on the Piaman’” ? The
contestants then reply ssyea’’. The Pujari then
asks them to dive in the water. They go into
the water and the Pujeri pours some milk on
their heads saying’ Let the innocent remain
under water, long and the guilty
quick’. The popular belief
is that the milk poured by the Pujariover
the heads of the. contestent finds a way,
through the intervention of the deities into
the nose and ears of the guilty who is forced
by unseen powers to rise up after a short
interval. The innocent remains so long after
the guilty comes up that the Pujari has to lift
him up practically. Thus the supernatural
powers of the Pujari are believed to have in-
voked the assistance of Gods in deciding as
to which of the contestants is in the wrong

The village head or the Mutha head
presides cver such functicns and he gives a
written certificate that the successful is not
guilty. He is paid Rs. 5 and this payment is
known as Sarada Psji meaning pig for the
Pramzn. The descripticn of the mony paid to
the village cr feudal head indicates that
originally such heads were adibasis and were
prizing a pig more than money.

The Panchayatdars who witeness the trial
are paid Rs. 5 and the amcurt is spent on
drink at which Panchayatdars of both the
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parties join. The fact that Panchayatdar of
both the sides join at the time of Praman show
that they carry no personal animosity and
abide by the decision as one coming through

Divine Agency.

Another method of invokirg supernatural
interventions is very old and is being discarded
now. This was carrying in the hand a piece of
earth and a small quantity of salt solemnly
deciaring that if “My contention is false my
home and hearth would be lost'. It was
velieved that by sticking to a wrong claim
while repeating these werds the Kondh would
loose both his home and hearth.

Another Praman was carrying aloft a piece
of royal Bengal tiger’s tail. While uttering his
claim the claimant would say that if his claim
be false the royal Bengal tiger would  kill
‘him and eat him. It appears that in the past
such a thing had happened cn scme occasions
and the Kondh believes that if he makes a false
claim he would suffer the same fate. This oath
is administered in the Courts also some times.

The oldest type of Praman was carrying of
a leper. It seems the chalienged person would
carry a leper saying loudly that if his content-
ion is false he might be struck with this fell

desease. This type of oath has become
obsolete.
Language :

The Kui language is a vocal language.

Attempts are being made by thc Baptist and
and Catholic missionaries since more than
half a century to give the Roman script to the
language, but it has not proved successful.

it is a primitive language and dces not

permit a Gramartical structure. The langiage
is spoken in Ghumus, Sanokhedi, Badog.do
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etc. in ‘mal” areas and in Phulbani sub-
division. It is the language of the Kondhs
living in the Baud Kondh areas. It is also

spoken in the Kondh ccncentrations along the
foot hill regions of the Eastern ghats, abutting
on the plains areas of Ghumsur and Berhampur
sub-divisions of Ganjam Districts. The langu-
age has a different dialect in the South Ganjam
agency. in the Scuth Western region of
Phulbani District, in the South Weslern area
of Puri District and in the Northern regions of
Koraput District. This dialect is known as
‘Kuvi®,

Itis an undeveloped Dravidian language
and has in many cases, roots of Tamil and
Telugu Origin. The language has borrowed
amply from Oriya also. The Oriya influence on
the language dates back to about a century
when the salt merchants of the plains visited
the Kondh land carrying salt by pack bullocks.
About the same time the Oriya chiftains came
into the area as deputies of the neighbouring
Oriya Rejas or on the invitation of the Kondhs.
The original larguage underwent mcdification

on account of this Oriya influence. But the
fact remains that jt has some roots in Tamil
and Telugu. One is the environmental in-

fluence and the other parental. Scme how the
contact with these two Diavidian langueges
had declined very early and the acculturisaticn
in progress has made the Kondh to lean mote
towards Oriya. Even now abcut 5%  of the
Kondhs living in urban and semiutban areas
can speak and understand Oriya. The Panos
and Oriya settiers and the shopkeepers are
almost all of them bilingual and do speak both
Oriya and Kui fluently. In ccurse of time as
acculturisation marches rapidiy the Ku/ langu-
age would be confined to the remote interiors
and the urban and semiurban areas will become
entirely bilingual.



als of all departments have

A Kondh who has had his education in the
schools speaks oriya. The subordinate Offici-
to learn -the

language to enable them to perform their

_ duties. The higher officials are assisted by

their class 1V subordir.ates who serve as inter-

preters and unless one is a linguist he dces
not bother to learn the larguage sincerely.
- Even the Kondh colloquial test held by Govern.
“ments which carries a reward in its wake, does
‘not encourage an official to learn the
‘fanguage. g '

‘The missionaries have a correct approach
to the language problem. Their only work  is
to move among the people and this they can
‘do only if they know the language: The -scrip-
tures are being written in Kui in  the . oriya
script and while conducting services they have

to 'aéidress the congregati'o\n;in Kui alone. They
are compelled, therefore, to learn the language
bef{)'re they are given independent charge cf
a parish. '

“To revert to the Kui language, some of its
outstanding characteristics need mention.
Words expressing high philbsqphical thought

corresponding to abstract ideas like divinity,
Divine glory. sacred, holy etc.

In Ku/ language one does not find words,

‘corresponding to expressions denoting: higher
mental qualities such .a's wise.
shrewd, intelligent etc. Words expressing
physical qualities like strength boldness.
valour and courage etc. are also absent in the
language. When the need arises to use such an
expression, the lauguage _resbrts to circumlo-
cution. and this is naturally often strained,
tortuous, and indirect. It is possible that the
Oriya settler and the trader, from the plains
when he would express himself by circumlo-
cution, taught the Kendh to do likewise.,
instead of allowing the Kondh to borrow these
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“another peculiarity in the

expressions fiom Oriya for the finer Physical
and Philosophical thoughts. R

There is'yet another peculiarity in the
language. lts vocabulary is notample and- a
single word has numerous meanings. The word
‘£/u’ means: intelligence, memory, ‘wisdom
reason etc. The context in which-the word is
used gives the intended meaning. There is
language. Some
nouns denoting the names of living beings :do
not have any inherent ~singné of- Gender. A

boy is called “Apo Meedz" and a girl is called
+Asa Mesda’'. ~'Taddi” is added to . the

des-
cription;of female animal such as Taddi- Pajji
to denote a female pig. taddi Mio to denote a
shecatetc. . . . .

“Many Oriya-wotqas, havé been -ado‘pthedv..qnd

mostof them undergo a change in the prono-

unciation. The . aspirate in Oriya ‘Cha’ is
prounced as ‘Sa’ Example :- Chaliba in  Oriya

_in pronounced as ‘Salba’ Chokora as - Sokara,

Chari as Sari etc. The aspirate ‘H’ used. in the

~middieof a wgrd is invariably followed by the

" “Sound ‘a’ E-x_émple i~ Ranha, Baha, Uha, Tuha.

~ are absent in the language. There is no word

judicious,_

English  Kui  Tamil  Telugy  Oriya
“Come  Va, Vamu Va_ Ra :

Sit'~  Kokumu Ukkaro Koocho

At i ~ Tinu

House ldu ~  Veedu [llu

Father Aba Appa Abba . Bapa
.. Mother Tadi - Talli Talli

L, L STan

Broth,e;. "Ambesa .Tambi Tammudu

Sister Aangi  Akka Akka

Milk Paadu  Pal Palu

Tree Mrahan Mano Mranu

Hand Kajju Kayi Cheyi

14

. Vih_a' stc. .

‘ In the language Telugu "O'riya. and:Tamil
influences can be seen from the fol-loind.
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English- Kui Tamil Telugu Oriya
Head Tlau Thala - - Tala
- Eyer Kanka Kann: ‘-Kannu
Leg - Kadu = Kal ‘Kalu
To Walk = Saiba ; Gt 1t Ghaliba’
Sun, Time Vela Vel Vela  Belo
Stand Nilu Nit Nilapadu
. Fire . , Nani.  Nirupu Nippu Nian
Work - - Kama .. . Kamo
Oid Pradera Paatha Puruna
Boy - . . Apo Puo
Pair, Two .Jodeka Jodae
Long Lamba Lombo
To Jurap -, Dega Dian

‘- The words borrowed from Oriya and Sans.
krit are environmental while these borrowed
from Telugu and Tamil appear to be parenial.

The names of almost all the metals have

- been adoted from Oriya, which may be expla—

ined by saymg that the Onyas taught the use

"~ of the metals to the Kondh or_ that the Kondh
. learnt the came durmg his. depredat:ons into
" the plains for plunder. The

Loha ‘Penu  the

; sounds are absent.

Dharani Penu the deities worshlpped by the

- Kondh are the lron Ged ard Earth goddess

eqpectlvely and they are denved from Sanskrit

" or Oriya.

_’ In the numerals used by the Kondh the
parental and environmental infivence is also
clear. In the numbers 1 and 2 the paiental in-
fluence is seen while in the rest of the
numerals the environmental influence is clear.
it may be inferred that at a very early period in
his history, the Kondh got separated from his

English Kui Tamil Telugu Oriya
One Rondi Onnu Okati Eko
Ro : s

"Two . © Reendi  Rend : Rendu

-Three Tini - : Tini
Four - .Sari Chari
Five: -Panso Pancho
Six So Cho
Seven  Sato . Sato
Eight Aato 2 . Atho
Nine No e iNe
Ten Doso Doso
Eleven Egaro Egaro

§

,single_;digi't's are added

~as"Va- are present which is to be seen

. From 3 onwards to 10, the environmental
influence is apparent. From 10 onwards upto
20 the QOriya form of counting is done and
from 20 to 100 the counting is by twenties
as one twenty two twenty so on. . After 20
and the - counting
proceeds so upto 100. i

_ In the language as it is, a good many
letters or ‘sounds corresponding to Oriya
For example the scunds
Kha, Gha, Cha, Chha, Jha, Dha, Tha, are
abzent from Kondhs vocabulary. Scme sourds
in the

Dravidian languages of Telugu-and Tamil. The

 sounds O is not the dlrect O of oriya but is

‘parental influence. While examining the roots
" turban or a smaller p|ece of cloth round his

of the language one wouid see that in the case

of family ties and in the
parental influence is apparent.

physiology the _
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':pronounc_ed,as between 2, and @ of Onya

Saratotial 3

The Kondh uses a short dhoti about 7" x3°
with narrow borders. It is of the count of 11
to 20. It is woven by the 1ocal Pano weaver
with mill yarn from the market.. The = Kondh
does not use any. clothmg for the upper part
of his body When gomg out doors he ties a

head. The youngsters are using a localy made
“or imported. banyans

‘purchased  from ' the

S
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market. In the village aud out in the ficlds, the
Kondh uses this dress. When he gces to the
market or to the town he puts on a half shirt
or a cast off coat which he has purchased by
barter from the panc. The moie affluent Kc ndh
when. he goes to town dressed himself well
with the same wearing apparel but of a better
quality. On Ceremonial occasicnsthe Kondhputs
on a silk turban round his head. in the more
remote areas even today indcors or out-doors
males wear one long napkin which is also
wound round the waist.

To ward off cold he uses @ sheet 7° x 3
joined to another piece of the same measure-

‘ment in the middle. It is of count-li and it is

called the matho. This is used as a cotton
blanket during the winter. Mill made bedsheste
being sold in the market now.a-days are
replacing rapidly this covering cloth.

The traditioral cloth is called Gajjisi da
which is about 15" lorg and 1° broad with
embrodiary in coloured yarn at both the ends.
This cloth is tied round and round the waist
and over the genitals from front to back. This
cloth was being used by the bridegroom when
he would go in a procession to the bride’s
house. It used to be worn also when the Kondh
would go to a battle field. This cloth has gcne
out of use and is now stored in the hcuse as

a souveniet.

The women wear saries about 7° long and
3’ broad. The saries are locally woven ard
have attractive borders. The dyes are locally
made by the weaver by indegenous herbs and
roots. The process of manufacfuring these
dyes and the materials used are the secret of
the Pano weavers. The saries are of the count
10'to 20’ and are unbleached. Mill made saries
are coming to the area rapidly and in ccurse
of time will repiace the traditionat saries. The

(
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average Kondh women do not use a pettycoat
and a blouse. Sophistication is in rapid pro-
gress and the women folk when they go to
the town or to the market have been using
pettycoats and blouses which are available
at the cloth shops at G. Udaygiri, Tikabali and
Baliguda.

At home the average Kondh women USES
the customery clothing consisting of a napkin,
a short cloth 4° x 2}’ round her waist. She
puts on a smaller piece of cloth diagcnally
across the upper part of the body so as to Cover
the breasts and a porticn of the  back. This
clothing is used at home and out in the fields.

Boys and girls up to the age of about 4
years, go naked. After the age of four years the
girls wear a napkin till they approach maturity.

The bcys go about naked and of late they are

using small pieces of cloth tied like a dhoti or
use a half pant. The girls from about four vyear
wear napkin and a small piece of cloth round
the waist. The body is bare. They do not use
an upper cloth till they approach maturity. A
grown up girl uses a towel or a small piece of
cloth to cover the upper portion of the body
as described above. In many cases marriage
does not made a difference in the clothing of
the women but married women with purcha-
sing capacity are us.ng saries now a days. The
Pano and the convert christian are marching
with the times. They use mill made clothes
both indoors and outdoors and use petty coats
and blouses also. The males are well dressed
outdoors.

Laundry :
The dirty clothes of the house are boiled

in ash and caustic earth near the spring by the
housewives and the girls of the house.

Generally the clothes of a few families are

washed at a time, each family boiling its
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clothes separately. The clothes are boiled in
earthen pots. They are beaten well on slabs
of stone near the sprirng, dried in the sun
and taken home in the evening. There is no
caste like the washerman. Those whe have
come to the area from the plains for a living
reside in the small towns.

Woaoing & Marriage :

Marriage in the Kondh hills is more by
mutual choice than parental intereference.
When the young men and women meet in the
weekly market the wooing starts. There  is
exchange Pan and pleasantaries. After a = few
such meetings formal proposals of marriageare
put before the parents of the girl by the Pano
of the village of the future groom. Thereafter
regular negotiations start and if both sides
agree the marriage is fixed.

Young men and wcmen frequent mass
festivals in the neighbourhood which are
known as *Jatra’. In these cangregations
mutual attraction separates a particular young-
man and a girl from the groups in which  they
come to the festival. They move about in the
festival hand in hand. Later they marage to
meet in the forest or at the village spring.
Ultimately when they decide to marry, the
prcposal is put up by the youngman to his
parents. The negotiations are staried by the
Pano of grooms village. He assertains the
wishes of the parents of the girl regarding the
proposal. There after the groom’s father arco-
mpanied by scme elders of the village and the
viliage Peno prcceeds to the bride’s house.
They are well received and treated with drink.
The regotiation is over the number of gat/
( ganti ) which the bridegroocm’s pecple should
give. The ‘gatis’ or brideprice are counted by
20s and consist of articles of daily use and
finery. After a good deal of wrangling the
parties come to an agreement over the number
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of ‘gati’ that would go to the gitls house and
the date of marriage is fixed. If th‘e' matriage
proposai.is not favoured by the»garent—s .of the
girl there is elopement and such cases are not
very tare. The youngsters run away into the
forest and stay there for a day or two. The
parents of the girl relent and the father or
brother of the girl invites them both to the
house, and thereafter formal marriage negotia-
tions start.

Marriage within a clan is taboo and one
within the village is permitted if the parties
belong to different clans. Love affairs between
a tribal and a non-tribal are discouraged from
the very start by the parents of the girl. When-
ever a tribal girl elopes with a non-tribal  the
girt is'disowned by her parents. There is no
marriage in such a case but the girl lives in the,
lovers house as his wife.

Panchayats & litigatien :

Every village has a Panchayat. it is not
an elected body but ore that is in a  way
selected. The maliick or village head convenes
the Panchayat at the request of the parties or
on the complaint of a particular person. He is
the president of the Panchayat, and the village,
Padhans are selected as members. The digal
( Pano messenger ) informs the members of the
date and time of the Panchayat at the biddling
of the village Mallick. This is - held in the
evening and extends late into the night. The
venue is near the vitlage ‘baradi” (Place of god)
or at the Mallick if it is a rainy day. Genpeially
the whole village is present at the sept during
the proceedings of the Panchayat.

Complaints of civil and criminal nature as
well as instances of breach of communal
harmony and social offences are heard ard
decided by the Panchayat. The - complainant
poses his case and names his - witnesses. The
witnesses are asked to say what they know of
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the dispute. Then the accused or defendant
denies the accusition and names his witnesses
to be examined. There is no cross examination
but there are frequent interruptions from either
side while refuting the whole or part of @
statement made by the principals of their
witnesses.

After hearing both sides and the witnesses
the Panchayat when necessary examines
witnesses on its own to clear any doubt, aris-
ing in the proceedings. The Mallick and
Padhans confer on the sopt and give their
verdict. The complainant if his case is prcved,
gets his damages. At the conclusion of the
Panchayat both parties pay a substantial
amount towards the drink money of the
Mallick, the members of the Panchayat and
the digal.

1f the parties or one of them refuses to
abide by the decision of the Panchayat. the
matter is referred to the higher Panchayat
namely the Mutha Panchayat. In some cases
the parties prefer to have the dispute decided
by a Praman and the Praman is conducted in
the manner already described. If all these
methods of redress fail the complainant
approaches the Court at the Taluk Headqguarters.
In all such cases where matters go to Court
the village Pano or the school master of the
village goes to a lawyer at Russelkonda or Aska
or Berhampur. The Pano is the spokesman and
hearing his version the lawyer agrees to appear
in the case. It is fixed up and the lawyer
attends the Court to file his complaint. He is
paid heavily to cover his professioral fees and
his travelling allowances. He is very well
looked after by the party during his case
at the Court Head quarters. Litigation proceeds
meanwhile the other party engages another
lawyer in the same manner and gets him to
the Court to fight out his case. During
the adjournments of the case in the Court a
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number of villagers acccmpany the parties to
town. They are fed by the respective parties in
the hotels.

After one or two hearings the parties feel
the pinch of litigation and think of an amicable
settlement. The Pano adviser would discourage
the Kondh from backing out for very obvious
reason and would call ita prestige issue.

This process continues and the Kondhs
are put to heavy expenditure on account of the
lawyers fees, the commission of the Fanc,
feeding chaiges of the witnesses ard the
villagers, the bribes at the Court and the
exagerated  fees of the coupyist etc.,
A Kondh after spending his ready cash unear-
thes the gold and silver he has burried
underground and thereafter if the litigation
continues he approaches the Sowcar orViahajan
for a loan on ccmpound interest. Ultimately
by the time the litigation is finished both
parties are run down to pauperism. The Sowcar
or Mahejan gets an opportunity now to gel
the best paddy land of the Kondh because the
Kondh is unable to pay the ptincipal borrowed
with double compourd interest. The victorious
party is nct a great gainer if he wins his case
because the miscelianeous expenditure incuried
by him while fighting his case is more than
whai he has fought for and got.

Tiger Kills :

Tiger kills account for about 50% of the
total unr.atural deaths in the P.S. Records. The
other 50% of the deaths are due to snake bite
maul.ng by a bear, injuries  of accidents.
Common cases of tiger kills are described
below -

Very often it happens that a tiger is hidirg
in the scrub Jungle near the Turmeric field of
the K.ndh. While the Kondh is taking bieakfast
the tiger jumps at the chiid which its  mother
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had left sleeping in the shade of a tree. The
tiger runs with the child. The Kondh gives
chase with his axe and on coming up with the
tiger, hacks at it with his axe. |f the man s
lucky the tiger is injured and runs away giving
loud roars and the Kondh picks up the dead
child and returns weeping. If the man is uniu-
cky the tiger drops the child and attacks and
kills him.

There are instances when the Kondh while
moving in the forest in search of fuel or edible
roots comes across a tiger squatting on the
path. The Kondh climbs the nearest tree and
stays there till the tiger goes way. If he is not
quick enough he is caught and carried away by
the tiger.

There are yet instances when the Kondh
turning a curve in the path comes face with a
tiger‘Squatting on the ground. There is no tree
nearby. He realises that he should kill the tiger
or get killed. Before the tiger makes the faial
jump at him, he rushes head long and deals a
blow on the head of the tiger with his axe. If
he is lucky the animal falls dead at the spot.
If not lucky and he only injures the tiger it
pounces on him and carries him away half

dead.

There are instances when females and
girls returning from forest with fibre or Siali
leaves are way laid by a tiger, and before they
realise it one of them is carried away. There
are maneating leopards also. These are veiy
cunning creatures and go after a Kondh, so to
say stalking him. At a convenient spot and
from a convenient distance the leopard
pounses on him and kills him.

When the Kondhs go for the early A. M.
drink of So/po juice the party is way laid on
the route by a tiger. If the group is alert and
catches the scent of the tiger the youngmen

shout and brandishing the fire brand they drive
away the tiger. If not the tiger pounces on a
man and runs with the man carried between
his leg and chest into the forest. When the
water source or spring is at a distance and
there is a scrub jungle between it and the
village, the owmen go in groups escotied by
some youngmen. The path is narrow and there
is scrub jungle on either side. The tiger snat-
ches away one of the party before the men
start to scare the animal away.
Weapons : 4

The bow is of strong bamboo and well
seasoned by oil and fire. ltis 4’ to 5 long.
During the seasoning it is slightly bent and
some times stones of sufficient weight are
tied to the ends to bend it so. At one end, the
bow string is tied and the string is of thin
split leather or a thin split bamboo. This string
is mounted on a finely cut piece of bamboo
and tied to the bow. The string also under
goes seasoning. The other end of the bow is
kept free with a loop of eri coocoon rope or a
string of leather and when the bow is bent the
loop of the string is pushed over the tapering
end of the bow.

The arrow heads of the arrows are of
various designs and are made by the Kondh
black smith. The arrows shafts are made by the
kondh himse!f. They aie usually of cane or of
thick reeds. The sides of the arrows are decked
with close elipped feathers of birds. Poisoned
arrows are not used.

The axe of the Kondh has a blade 3""to 5"’
long. The loop at the striking end is  usually
thick with some brass ornamentation embeda-
ed in the iron. It is made by the Koendh black
smith. It is so tempered that the blade stands
even cutting of hard wocd. The handle is
made by the Kondh from a specis of hard wood.
It is seasoned by oil and fire. This axe is



carried poised on his right shoulder with the
handle trailing behind. When going out doors
to his field or forest the axe is the khondh's
inseparable companion which is used as a
weapon of offence as well as defence.

The spear is mostly used uring the hunt. It
is a piece of wood or bamboo 4’ to B’ long
and well seascned. The spear head is made by
the blacksmith. There are a few ancient spears
of iron in the area which have, at the non-
striking end. a ball of hollow iron probably to
give it proper poise. The shaft is of solid ircn.

There are match locks also in the area.
They are used when the Kendh sits on  a

machan waiting for a tiger which he expects

over a ‘kill’. The match lcck is locally made
but the place of manufacture is kept a secret.
The match lock is also used at the funeral of a
well.to-do man in the village. It is fired into
the air when the corpse is taken out 1o the
cremation ground. The powder and shot are
made by kondh himself. The match lock is so
crude that it gives a streng and violent kick
which fells the man. It is cnly the streng n.an
that can fire the match lock.

Indebtedness :

Indebtedness of the Kondh is proverbial.
He is not in want but he has nothing in
plenty. Nature supplies all his needs which
are very simple and meagre. Inspite of these
facts, a Kondh needs morey to defray the
marriage expenses of his daughter, the legal
expenses if he goes to court and the expenses
required while conducting religicus ceremcnies
and propitiaticns which are not few. He
spends the ready money if he has any. Then he
spends the gold and morey if he has any
secretly buried undergrcund. When all these
resources are exhausted he approaches the
Mahajan or the Sowcar for money. The interest
he is to pay is exorbitant and in course of a
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few years it is more then the principal he has
borrowed. The loan is generally on usufructu-
ory mortagage. He mortagages oneor (wo
fields but the produce of the land is not
according to the claculaticn of the money
lerder, suficient to ccver even the interest.
The balance due is carried over to the principal
and this process goes cn for scmetime. The
money lender suggests to the Kondh that
instead of allowing the loan to multiply in this
manner it is better to dispose of one or two
fields of his. Thus one or two good fields of
the Kondh go cut of his pcssession. This is
not a secret transaction but is done before
the village eiders. The Kondh is driven to
penury and very often he dces not recover
from it. Most of the paddy lands belonging to
n-n-adivasis in the'area have gor.e to them in
this manner. Gcvernment have enacted the
1Agency Land Transfer Act.'’, but evasions
are many and also the Kondh is nut anxious
to get back his lands because the Sowksr has
helped him at the time when he needed money
most. if the money was borrowed by his
father arid the Sowkar has taken some lands
in lieu of the loan, he does not have the mind
to gc back on his ‘decased father's acticn. The
Kondh sometimes scoops out a field or two
by hard labour tc make up the loss of his
ancestral fields. He concentrates cn Fedd
cultivation. if he is unable to scocp out paddy
land and if he fails to get a good returr from
the bogodo he beccmes desperate ‘and takes
shelter of drink to forget his misery.

Clothing : " ‘ TN e

The scant clothing of the Kondh is not
entirely due tc pcverty and want. It is due to
the foliowing reasons. 3 :

1. The ideas of modesty are primitive and
garmenis of bigger and better dimensions
are not felt a necessity. :

2. The men. women and children sperdaimaost
the entire ca; cutdoors and the nature of
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work they do is such that bigger and better
clcthes weuld hamper their free movement.

3. In winter and on chilly days and nights
the fire place in the living room keeps a
Kondh warm.

4. There is no need for the Kondhs to go to
the town and market frequently and the
scant clothirg they have is enough to
cover their nakadeness.

5. The average Kcndh dces not have the
capacity to purchase mcre and better
clothes. Even if cne were to purchase, he
has no place to keep them.

The Pano who is the weaver ard the misce-
llarecus man of the lccality dces not do
wholetime wesaving. He does not therefore
manufacture more clothes or bstter ones.

In this connection it may be menticned
that lor.g ag> cotton was being grown in the
area. It was of the short staple variety. It was
being ginned & carced by hand. These proce-
sses and spinning was dcne by the wcmen
felk. Spinning was done by mears of a crudely
made wooden spindie which was rotated. on
a piece of broken pottery. The ya'n preduced
was usually of counts 10 to 20. The Pano
weaver used to weave the cloth on his age
old locm and brushes brought by him from the
plains. At Present ‘Ohotjes” and 'saries” woven
by him have borders and particularly the
bercers cf the saries are of bright colours and
of different designs. The Pano uses certain
dyes prepared by him from indegenous heibs
and rocts. The Panc woman is very gocd at
embroidary and the borders ¢f the saries are
sometimes embrodied. Better cotton cloths in
large quantities are not being woven by the
Panos because there is no dumand for it.
Now-a.days a Pano is using mill yarn and
uses dyes which are availabie in the matkei.
in 1939 looms of the imprcved type and
improved brushes were introduced into the
area.

Vetty Labour :

There is no labour class in the hills and
all Government works are mainly done by the
Revenve Department which organises labour
by the age-old vetty system. According to this
system portions of roads and of buildings are
alloted to particular villages and the villagers
divide housewise the work to be done. Minors
and the disabled are exemptled & the rest of the
village have to do the work. Payment is made
in lumpsum on rough calculation and this is
shared among the villagers. Persons who
evade this vetty labour are pulled cut from
their hidirg places by Revenue Peons ard are
given good beating. Persons who dissuade
the villagers from going to work on the vetty
system a:e tortured. The work is supeivised by
an overseer who is known as Agency Over-~
seer. By this labour the Revenue buildings
which are of thatch, the school buildings the
medical cfficers quarter, the dispensaris, the
health inspectors quarters and the quarters of
all Gcverment servants of all Departments are
maintaired by the Revenue Department.
Bamboo, thatch and the required fibre are also
apportioned among the villagers and are
supplied by them on nominal payment.

Ail the roads are earthern rcads and the
unfrequented ones are termed as bridle paths.
All these roads are maintairied by the vetty
system. There were cuiverts and bridges of
wooden posts and rough deckings. In 1939
the abutments of the Bridges and culverts
were made pucca with stone and lime and the
deckings were made of sawn timber. The ' first
metalled rcad in the Ganjam agency was the
Udayagiri, Gutingia rcad'and it was metailed
in the year 1939. Ghat sections on the diffe-
rent rcads were many and some of them were
realigned or improved durirg the same vyear.
There are Revenue rest sheds, ore at every 8
and 9 miles and these arc maintained by vetty
labour. The paymert fcr the labour is village



wise and the whole amount granted to a v:llage
is apportioned among the villagers by the
mallick or muthahead.

The P. W. D. has a sub-division at Phul-
bani and a section at Baliguda and another at
Kalinga. The wotk of the P. W. D. is confined
to the main road from Bhanjanagar to Phulbani
and from Bhanjanagar to Baliguda. The
P. W. D. has its gangs of labourers. Contrac-
tors are also engaged by the P.W.D. to look
after the bridges on the roads and the pucca
buildings like the Magistrate’s Office and
quarters sub_jail, Circuit House etc.

The vetty labour is used otherwise also.
Dak is catried by the vetty sysiem whenever
necessary. Every Officer teuring in the area
is given the required number of coolies to
carry the luggage. The labourers are paid at
vetty rates. At the residences of the Tahasil-
dar and at the 1.B.s. in the interrior watchmen
are provided under the vetly system which the
muthahead arranges by rotation from among

the villagers.

Muthaheads :

In G. Udayagiri Taluk there are two mutha-
heads namely of Karada and Ranaba, who call
themselves Rajas. They exact mamuls as the
Patros of Baliguda, There are a few Bisois in
Chokapad and near about Tikabali and there
are many other non tribal heads at Paburia,
Lingagada and Guttingia. They do not exact
mamuls like the Patros of Baliguda. The rest
of the Muthaheads in G. Udyagiri Taluk are
tribals among whom there are one  Cf two
Gond Muthaheads. There in Baliguda Taluk
the Patro or Muthahead is entitled to several
mamuls because he has to maintain a retinue
of sub-ordinates. He has emple mamuis
recorded in his favour in the Taylors memoirs.
Because of the status he maintain he has to
exact mamuls and he is unscruplous while
exacting such. The mutha heads in G. Udaya-
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giri Taluk do not have many mamuls and
they do not exact mamuls as the Muthaheads
of Baliguca Taluk.

Mamuls :

The origin of mamuls’ the nature of
mamuls., the extent of mamuis and the
method of collectir.g and exacting the same
have been described in the report on ‘*Agency
Mamuls enquiry’’ published by Government.
The payment of mamuls is enforced in the
courts. The mamuls are exoibitant and the
tribals resent it. The late Thakkarabapa as
Cha iman of the Partially Excluded Arsas
Ccmmittee toured the area in 1938 to see the
corndition of the tribals.

Arrowioest

Arrowroot or Palua is not a cultivated crcp
in the hills. It grows indamp ar.d shady places
near the big trees like jackfruit mango etc. At
the beginnirg of summer before the plants
die a natural death the Tokclas go in a group
to the place and dig the tubers. Someiimes

wemen also are in the groups. They dig the
tubers which are washed in the stream near by.

Then they are rubbed into a paste on the sheet
rock in the vicinity. This paste is mixed in
bowls of bell metal, and the mixture is allowed
to stand so till the fine particles of arrowroot
settle down as sediment. The sediment is taken
out and left to dry on the sheet rocks. When
dried completely it is scraped and taken to the
vitiage. It is mostly exported to the plains
because the tribal dces not relish it.

Eri :

Eri cocoons are notreared in the area.
They are fourd ina wild conditicn in the forest
areas of /inepada Mutha and in Korodmutha,
where the Sal forest is dense and thick. The
non-Kondh Harijans go into the forests in
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groups they observe certain rites. They do not
partake of non-vegetable food, cnions, garlic
etc. and do not tie their long hair so long they
are in the forest. These cocoons are not boiled
but exported as such to the plains. This find a
market at Berhampur where they are boiled and
processed for spinning.

Hides :

Cattle mortality is very heavy in the area as
they are not fed in the house and foddcer is out
of the reach of the animals because of the wild
animal menace. The cattie die eariy. The dead
animats are skinned by the Pano. He treats the
hides with salt which he purcha.es frcm the
hide merchant and dries them in the sun. After
this cruce curing the hides are kept in heaps
on the varanda for sometime. The hide merchant
comes from Tikabalion convenient market days
and purchases the hides so stored. These hides
are exported to Russelkonda and Berhampur by
bullock carts or by trucks to the Tanneries at
these twao place, where a second curing is done
ar.d, the hides are exported to Madras.

Hunting :

Hunting is not merely a past time of the
Kondh. it gets him food also. The hunting
season begins with summer and ends with the
rainy season. It is a community affair and all
males in the village excluding the aged and
children join. A hunt starts in the morning
during the summer months and the hunters
gather at the house of the village mallick after
breakfast. Each one is armed with the bow
and arrows, the axe or the Javelin. Scme even
have long /athis. There are the dritummers with
the changu,.and some even carry bison horn
buggies. Most of them have two or three sal
leaf pipes tucked in the angle of the ear orin
the turban. They are bare bodied except for a
small dhoti and a turban on the head. One or
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two persons carry a burning fire brand which
serves as the match bcx of the party while
lighting the l|eaf pipes. Everyvillage has a
number of stray dogs and individuals also have
their own pet dogs. The party with dcgs reach
the house ¢f the head man and proceed to the
abode f the village goddess whete some obla-
ticns ot milk and raw rice are offered.

The degs of the village run ahead sniffing
the ground for the trails of animals. The hun-
ters follow the dogs towards the forest. The
dogs on getting near the quarry drive it towards
the Nala or the deep rawine if any. If theie is
a tiger or a bea: that is roused by ‘the dogs, it
is allcwed to pass and chase is given to the
smaller game. When the hunters close up, the
antmai 1s killed by the arrow javelin or by the
axe. if e animal escapes 1t jumps into the
Nala or 1uns into he 7avine whete it is easy to
attack and kill it.

If no animal is tracked by the dogs the
party sits down at the foot of a tree. it is
decided to have a beat and the ivcality is fixed
up. I he hunters spread out in a semicircle near
the seiected spot. The more agile and strong
take up positions at the ends oi the semicircle
and the rest post themselves in the bawe of the
semicircle. Loud noises are made by the
changu, the bugles and by shouting. The hun-
ted animals are roused and while trying to
escape are caught in the semicircle, and kilied
by the arrow, the Javeiin or the Axe.

After bagging one or two animals, the
best is closed by about 3 pm. and the hunters
return home with the dead ainiimals. If the bag
is good there is jubilation and theie is singing
and dancing during the home ward march.
There is scmething like a tharks giving, cere-
mcny at the village deity. The animai is skin-
ned there and the venison is apportioned house
wise. The dicabled and lone widows are



given their shares although they have nct
joined the hunt. The village digal is given the
skin of the animal alor.g with his share of the
meat.

Snares are used to catch birds which are
good to eat. Wild fowl, Gurandi, Snipes,
pheasants are snared and caught. There is a big
trap, to entrap the gurandi. It is long and has a
broad opening at an end. It is made of wattle
woven together in the shape of a long funnel.
After fixirg the trap the Kondh hoots out like
the male bird and in response to the call tfe
female birds collect, proceed into the trap and
are caught. The snaring and trapping are irdi-
vidual ventures and the ccmmunity tinge is
absent. Other birds are caught by the net
spread cn the ground with some bait strewn
beneath it. Decoy birds are not used.

When a tiger or a leopard causes havoc in
a lccality by killing or maiming a large number
of cattle or gcats or by killing human beings
also, the villagers join together and construct
trap at the end of the village and close to the
foot hills. There was cne suchtrap in the
village Paddangi near Guttingia and this was
carefully maintained for over two years. This
is a cage like contrivance constructed by the
people. It is about 15° long and &’ brcad. The
sides of this cage are of Sal poles fixed close
to each other without feaving much of an open-
ing between them, The height of the pciles is
12’ to 14°* overground. This enclosure is
divided into two compartments one smalies
than the other.

The partition between these ccmpartment
is made of poles fixed deep into the ground
and a reinforcement of split bamboo is added
to prevent a head long rush by the trapped
animal. The bigger compartment has a trap
door of the same material which is held aloft
by a rope. There is an opening of about 4° from

the floor when the trap door is lifted up and
held in position by a rope tied to the partition
wall. This holding rope is so tied to the divi-
ding partition that if an animal gropes along
the partition wall to reach the bait the rope
would snap and down would come the trap
door and the animal is held a captive. The bait
is a goat cr a pig which is tied in the smaller
ccmpartment. Afier completirg these arrange-
ments by evening the villagers go for focd
ard rest. Between 7 and 9 P,M. the killer
arrives catching scent of the bait. It walks
round and round the trap and gets through the
trap door which is open and grcpes alorg the
partiticn wall to get at the bajt. In this prccess
the rcpe holding the trap door sneps and it
comcs down with a bang. The trapped animal
whether the tiger cr the leopard roars and
whines while trying to escape from the trap by
jumping over or breaking thrcugh the wall of
the trap to the glee of the villagers all through
the night. In the morning the villagers come
and spear the animal to ceath, and that is the
end of the nuiser.ce in the area for sometime,
The trap is nct dismanted in.mediately but
allcwed to stand fcr one ¢r (wo years to be
used if the menace re-appears.

Rallihunt :

The Dallihunt as it is called was intrcduced
into the area by the oriya mutha heads in the
early part of the last centruiy. Dally is an oriya
term ( Ual ) and means geretally a curry of dal,
or vzgetables mixed with it. This method of
hunting is a very weired one. Afier nightfall in
the dark fcrtnight a group of youngmen get
ready for the hunt. They have a screen of split
bamboo about 5:x4° which is carried cn the
shculders by two men by means of a bamboo
pole tied across. Itis about 3’ from the ground.
The screen is painted crudely in colours and
the effigy peinted is that of God or Gcddess
according to oriya cor.cept. |n the cpen space
between the ground ard the bottom of the



PR W P

e N

T et et~

screen a blazing fire is keptup in a brazier
carried by two persons. The persons carrying
the screen wear jingling anklets which make a
noise as the processsion moves. Behind the
brazier the hunters move armed with spears,
lathis axe etc. The procession winds through
the scrub jungle at the foot hills and proceeds
to the jungle beyond. The sound made by the
anklets, and the fire with the Screen above
attracts the wild animals towards it. As they
approach the screen and gape at the fire and
effigy above it they are killed by the axe or
lathi or javelin. The bagged animal if small is
handed over to the men in the near and the
procession moves forward. This hunting is kept
up for two orthree hours. The animals killed
are mostly hares, boar’s and the deer also. The
oriya inhabitants generally take to this hunting
with some Kondhs, follcwing: The major share
of the meat therefore goes to the Oriya.

Rathakhandi is asub-member (mutha) of
Keonjhar where sugar cane is grown. Towards
the flowering a larg number of birds of various
colours ard of the size of a iemon come to the
sugar cane field. These birds are known as the
Baromasi Chodhei. They are cought by sticks
smeared with Gum acacia which are tied to the
sugar can plants. The birds get entangled in
the Gum either by the legs or wings and are
caught. They are put in small bamboo cages
and sold in the market. The birds die within
one year and hence are called Baromasi Chodhes

Agricuituse :

The paddy lands situated in the valley close
to the village are formed by two highlands or
two hillocks on either side of this land. It is
raised with paddy either transplanted or broad
cast. As in the plairs secdlings are raised in a
corner of the field and transplantcd. The trans-
plantation is not by the single seedling method
which the tribal considers laborious and time
taking. The valley being of a sloping nature,

side diains are provided to save the fieldssfram
the hill drainage which flows with velocity.
Transplantation of paddy is a short of commu-
nal activity where the women and girls of the
viltage gather on the invitation of the owner
of the land. They are given rice and curry by
about noon. Similarly the harvesting of the
paddy is done by the village men and women
and they are also fed in the field. The valley is
terraced into fields with a good deal of ingen-
uity and every field has a drainage channel
which joins the main drainage channel. These
are rainfed lands since minor irrigation has
not been taken up in the area. After the first
crop of paddy is harvested, greengram as well
as blackgram are broadcast in the fields.

On either side of the valley there are up-
tands which are used for growing kuerf
(amillet), horsegram, hillgram, blackgram,
Ragi, redgram, jower, sweet potato, rape etc.
These are purely Rabi crops and are planted
just at the close of the rains. Turmeric isgrown
further up close to the foothills and in some
place ginger is grown near the paddy area
where there is greatar humidity in  this soil.
Both ginger and turmeric are commercial crops
and the entire ginger grown ts expoerted to the
plains. A small fraction of the turmeric crop
is used locally and the major portion exported
to the plains through the weekly markets. Tur-
meric is boiled rubbed and seasoned by the
‘tohanlo’ or the Gond before its marketing.
Turmeric needs a special soil. The soil is gene-
rally more loamy than sandy. If the black
cotton soil is there mixed in it it is very
suitable for growirg turmeric. The manuring of
turmeric is peculiar. Small sal branches with
very tender leaves are spread on the turmeric
after it is planted in the soil. The leaves get
sunburnt and get mixed up in the soil by the
heavy rains in the month of June.The green lea-
ves give some humidity to the turmeric that is



alpnted and then the rains convert the leaves
into leaf manure.

In the space between the foothills and the
village, fruit bearing trees are planted. The
backyard cuitivation is not very much favoured
by the tribal because practically he has no back

- yard. Moreover he is well ergaged in the podu

cultivation and has no time for backyard
cultivation. In his diet, kitchen gar_en vegeta-
bles do not find place and this is another
reason why he does not grow vegetables in
whatever space there is in his backyaid. Only
plants like Papeya plantain and sometimes
cotton are grown in the backyaid crcn the

tand adjacent to if.

Weeding and hoeing of the crcps grewn
on the up lands is done by the ccmmur.al
system of fabour and as usual the villagers
who join in these cperaticns are fed by the

owner of the land.

Podu Cultivation :

The Podu cultivaticn is on the hiil tops
or hill slopes. It is shifting cultivaticn and the
site of the cultivation is charged tveiy 3 of
4 years and the jand or hill slope at the end
of this period, is left fallow. Sabai grass and
other varieties of grass and scrub jungle grow
on this land and after a period of 3 to 4 years
the shurbbery is cut, left to dry and then burnt.
After enough of ash is collected on the land
the tribal starts his podu cultivaticn  cnce
again. While burnirg the grass etc. the Kcndh
is careful to see that fruit bearing trees if any
standing in the area are not damaged. The
soil with the ash on it remains sunbaked for
about a month. Before the seeds are planted
some rough dressing of the land is done by
the filling small depressions on the land. The
sowing of the podu or bagodo begins  just
before the monsoon break  up. The tribal
knows in advance that the rains are coming
and after offering rice and milk to the deity

(
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or Soru Penu he starts planting his podu. He
uses a drill which is a piece of wood about 3’
in length and 1 in diameter at the end of
which there is an iron spike Small holes are
bored in rows with the help of this implement
and the Kondh plants the seeds one or two in
each hole. The spacing is customery and big
boutders which are on the pcdu are circum-
vented.

The Jowar and other millets the runt.er
vegetables are planted similarly allotting
separale areas to the different variets of
plants. Small depressions neat the big boul-
ders are planted with gourds, pumpkins,
plantains etc. Wherever the land is mcre even
small patches of it are utilised to grow ckueri’.
Within a week or 10 days frem the cate of
sowing the first rains appeat and the seeds
sprout up. There is usually a short gap betw-
ecn the first showers and the regular rains.
After the plants are about 2 month old the
first wecding is done as usual with community
help and the process is repeated  after the
plants are 1 to 18" high. The weeding  is
done very scrupulously ar.d not even a blade
of grass is to be seen near the plants after the
second weeding. An instrument cf the type of
hoe known as ‘Goddik’ is used. It is a hand
instrument and can be easily weilded from a
sitting postuie. Tre piants thereafter are left to
thrive by themselves. The Kondh trains thecree-
pers cn toa boulder or small shrub which he
cuts and fixes on the ground near the runners.
The local rur.ner beans are traired on to small
trees standing on the podu. The beans are
plucked by hard as lcng they aie within reach
after which they are left to dry on the trees.
When the beans are ripe the tree itself is cut
bringing down the creeper with its  fruits.
There is a special species of bean which
when green is consumed in the gruel, in its
unripe condion. The ripe  pumpkins are
preserved for the lean months. The ash
pumpkin is consumed in the kitchen in its
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green stage and the ripe ones are sold in the
market. Caster and Papeya are also planted on
the podu. The jowar seed is used in the gruel
and a portion of the crop is used fried and
made into balls with boiling jaggery. The
hiligram which is grown on the podu is utili-
sed as a principal item in the gruel in its green
stage. When it dries up it is sold in the
market. The horsegram and blackgram
are sold in the local market. Ragi is
locally consumed. Gourds of different
varieties are grown on the podu land and it
is boiled in the gruel and eaten. The ncn-
edible variety of goured is a muitipurpose
one. it is used as part of a musical instrument
known as Dhekka and the smaller ones are
used as spoons in the Kitchen, the gourd s
also used to preserve oil, salt etc. and the
stilt smaller ones are used as drinking glasses
to drink so/po juice. The large sized gourd is
also used as a pitcher for fetching wather. The
gourd of the medium size is used for storing
seed grains a.d vegetable seeds for the

comir g vear.

Drainage of the rain water is a problem in
the podu area because it rushes down with
great velocity damaging the plants in its way.
The kendh with great ingenuity trains the rain
drainage so that it dces not interfere with his
cultivation. Theie is a sort of terracing the
hill slope in this process.

Mange :

Mango is a cultivated crop and the Kondh
plants one or two mango trees. They are his
own property. Where mango grows wild by
castaway stones the trees are common proper-
ty. There is another veriety of mango which
grows on hiil tops and hill slopes. This is of a
very small size the skin is very thin and the
stone is a big one. The entire juice of this
mongo is only a few teaspoonful. This is a
very late variety and the mangoes tipen during
Jyestha or Asadha (June or July).

The mango is eaten ripe and a major
portion of the crop is used in preparing dried
mango juice in the shape of rolis. The liquid
juice is we!l mixed by a bamboo churning rod
and it is smeared layer after layer on a bamboo
mat or on winnow. When a layer dries in the
sun another layer is put on it. The dehyrated
mango juice is partly consumed by the family
but the major portion is sold in the plains.
This is, in Oriya called Ambasoda. The mango
planks are used for door leaves, doorposts ete.
The mango stone is heaped in a corner and
allowed to dry after which it is used for food
purposes. There are three peculiar varieties of
mango- one at Lingagada, it grcws to a8 magn-
um size each weighing about ore pound. There
is another variety in the Rikola hills which
grows to the size of an Arecanut which ripen
in Asadh. There is another variety of mango
which is dark red in colour when ripe. There is
a tree of this variety on the hill saddle opposite
to Doongi village. The seeds of better variety
cf mangoes are usually imported from the
plains area. There is no graft mange tree in
the area so far. The Kondh does not believe in
grafting.

Jack Fruit :

The jack fruit also ripens late in the area
and grown in clusters. The green jack fruit is
rarely used for culinary purposes, because of
the gum in which the fruit abounds and the
difficulty of cutting the same into small
pieces. Ripe jackfruit is eaten with pleasure by
the Kondhs. it is rarely sold in markets. The
seed of the jackfruit are preserved in the house
and are cooked into acurry. The surplus of
the seeds is sold in the local market on the
barter system.

Mohua :

Mohua is a very important tree in the hills
because of the drink which the Kendh prepared



trom it. The flowers are dried and preserved
for being cooked in the gruel. Oil is extracted
from the Mohua seeds and this is the only
oil available to the average Kondh for use as
seasoner of curry. The mohua oil is uced also
for application to the head and body.The mohua
planks are also used wherever necessaty.
Mohua trees are nct planted and they grow in
open dry fields or waste lands. When the flow-
ering of the trees starts children cf the village
go to pick up the fallen flowers. These are
partly used at home as food and the surplus is
sold to the village Sundhi or in the local
market.

Tamarind :

The next important tree of the area is the
tamarind. Its bianches are used as fue! whe-
never they are cut and its fruits when ripe are
collected and sold by the Kondh after the hard
skin isbeaten. The seeds are removed from the
tamarind and eaten as snacks. The fried seeds
are made into powder by the crude chakki ar.d
this powder is mixed with the gruel of the
family.

Sitk Cotton :

The tree in next importananc is the silk
cotton (buro in Oriya). Its planks and ballas
are used for bujlding purposes and its fruits
are plucked and sold in the market for use in
piltows etc.

Sal :

Sal is a very important tree and serves ma-
ny purpcses. It has timber and fuel value. The
baik of this tree is cut at two or three places
and from these cuts a gelatinous substance
ovozes out. When dry this juice solidifies and
it is the “Jnuna’’ which is sold in the market.
The smoke of the burning Jhuna is a disinfec-
tant and keeps off insects etc. in the house.
Sal leaves are used in the leaf plate known as
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Khalli. The leayes when green serve as wrapp-
ers for commodities sold by the Mahajan. The
leaves are used as leaf cups also.

Siali :

Siali is a creeper which is in very common
use in the Kondh land. The leaves are stitched
into cups, dishes and receptacles with a
capacity of an average basket in which seed
paddy etc. are kept. The Pano who comes 1o
the plains with turmeric or ginger for sale,
carries his commodities in these big recepta-
cles. The fibre of the siali creeper is useful
for many purposes. It serves as a twined rope
ard for tying cattle and ploughs etc. The
fibre is also used as newar in weaving the
cots, which Kondh uses. The sialiis a wild
plant and it grows from its own seeds strewn
in the area by the wind.

Tripkala :

Trifala is a very important minor forest
produce of the area, It consists of Harida
{Myrabolam), Anala (Phylianthus) and Bahada
(Terminalis). The first is used while tanning
hides and for Ayurvedic medicinal purposes.
The next is used mostly for Ayurvedic  medi~
cinal purposes and Bahada is also used for
the above purpose. There is practically no use
for these fruits in the hiills and the entire
produce collected is exported to the plains.

Sunari :
The next important plant is Rella or Sunati
in Oriya. The bark of this tree is scraped out,

dried in the sun and exported into the plains,
where it is used in tanning hides.

Mats :

Thers is a type of mat prepared at - Kho-
monkhol about 20 miles north of Baliguda.
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The grass used is of a lager size than that
grown in Midnapur and the mats are therefore
coarse and rough.

Broom :
The most export commodity is the

broom stick. It is prepared from a grass
growing in the hill slopes. The flowering

stalks of this weed are tied together by siali
fibre in a very firm manner and it give a good
grip to the hand. The broom sticks have a
good matket in and outside Orissa. This is an
important cottage industry run by the women
of the house. The Kondh used these brcoms
sticks but they are shorter in length so as to
enable the women folk to sweep the room
in the squatting position.



Primary Education of Tribal Children

through Mother Tongue.

A conference was held in 1956 under the
auspices of the University of Calcutta, in the
Department of Anthropology, Calcutta Uni-
versity in cooperation with the UNESCO to
discuss the nature of changes which were
taking place in Traditional Cultures as a
result of modern industrial developments.
when Prof. K. P. Chattopadhyay, Professor
of Anthropology presented his paper on ihe
theme of the conference Prof. Suniti  Kumar
Chatterjee, Emeritus Professor, Calcutta Uni-
versity wanted to know from him whether he
had found among the Santals any desire to
study their own language. The reply given by
Prof. K. P. Chattopadhyay is reproduced

below.

1 have worked in three areas where |
have had some opportunities of seeing that
the tribals feel about their own language.
These are the Santal ard other tribal areas in
Bengal. Bihar and Orissa, the Khasi areas in
Assam and the Korku in Madhya Pradesh.
Where Santali is the medium of instruction
for Santals or Khasi for Khasis, full advantage
is taken by them of such education through
their mother tongue. Similar facilities were
not available in many places though it was
declared by the Goverrment of India that
primary education is to be imparted to tha

N. Patnaik

children in their mother tongue; but unfortuna-
tely that was not followed. In Bengal where
you will get many Santal students in primary
schools | regret to state that the medium of in

struction in Bengali and that is the teason why
many are not able to go up for higher educa-
tion. In Bengal the Santals are bilingual no
doubt and they like Bengati literature but they
also want educaticn through the medium  of
their cwn language. In Meighat the medium
is Hindi for the Korku chiidren and there is
similar trcuble. In Koraput in  Orissa, the
medium is Oriya and except in Khasi hills the
medium in Assam tribal areas is Assamese. The
tribal folk resent such intrusion of languages’”’.

In the speech delivered by Dr. Debipra-
shan Pattnaik, 2 Director, Institute of Indian
Languages on the occasion of Silver Jubilee
Celebration of Prar.anath College, Khuida he
said that the child grasps through mother
tongue its surrounding and develops its fami-
larity with it, comes to kncw by degrees inti-
mately about people, animals, plants, fruit and
flowers and other constituents of its native
place. It is through the mother-tongue that the
child learns to differentiate different thcughts
and expressions arising frcm diffrent  situa-
tions. The mother-torgue is that langrage the
loss of which results in seveiance with one's
owr. mythic past and cultural traditicn.



But in the contemporary world the
scholars argue as much in favour of mother-
tongue as medium of instruction at the primary
level as against it. While the University Grants
Commission and the Governmental Language
Commission have opined that the languages
of advanced and well organised communities
having rich literature and tradition and wide
spread popularity should be adopted as the
medium of instructicn, many language specia-
lists are against this opinion. They ' express
the feeling that by adoptidg the advanced
languages as the medium of instruction the
scriptless languages of tribal communities
will not only lose their cultural linkages and
traditions but in the lcng run will also  vanish
and die out.

Lea ning through mother-tongue is it~
self a part of the process of child develcp-
ment where as the learning of other languages

helps the child acquire that process of deve-
lopment. It is in this context that one’s own
mother - tongue and its second ot

foreign language is mutually interdepende nt
and reinforcive in the sphere of its develcp-
ment. It is unanimously agreed upon by
scholars of different schools of thought that
mcther-tongue occupies an important place
in the development of mental facu‘Ity of the
child. Therefore, learning of the second langu-
age should be based on the foundaticn ¢f the
mother-tongue. Following this generally
agreed upon principles it has been the
thinking of the linguists and educaticnists that
instructions should be imparted to the children
at the primary level through the mother-tongue

using’local scripts.

By way of explaining the reasons for con-
siderable wastage and drop out and low level
of literacy among the tribal people Dr. Sita-
kanta Mohapatra,® Commissioner, Harijan ar.d
Tribal welfare, Goverrment of Orissa has
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suitable primers with words from the
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cut-
local

observed that the teachers are  mostly
siders and are not acquainted with the
cultural and social ethos and languages - or
dialects. The medium of instruction is the
loca! State language while at home the child
speaks his own tribal language.

Keeping in view these problems and many
other problems which stand in the way of
educational improvment amorg the tribal
people the State Goverment has initiated a
number of steps to tackle the situation. One
of the steps is in respect of preparation of
tribal
languages written in Oriya script. on
several studies on the model primers be
used in the primary schools of the tribal areas
a kind of graded primers for three major tribal
regions of the State have been devised. The
mcdel is based upon creating primers using a
vocabulary which is a mix of words taken frcm
the tribal dialect of the local tribal region and
Oriya in a graded manner.

Based
to

percentage
used

In the lowest c¢lass a larger
of words in the local tribal language is
in the primer. These words are given in_Orivya
script because except Santali - other tribal
tanguages do not have script of  their own.
When the child ieads or hears these words he
has known or heard at home these words and
therefore the process of learning of these
words beccmes easier and quicker. As a child
goes higher up in the = primary stage the
percentage of words in the local tribal langu-
age gets reduced and that of the Oriya words
in the total vocabulay used in the primer gra-

dually increases until in the higer grades . all
the words used in the vccabulary of the text
book are in Oriya language and nothing in

tribal language. By this process a tribal child
does not find any difficuty in learnieg at the
towest level of education. As he grows up and
goes higher up in educational standard he



learns more and more of Oriya language which
would help him in prosecuting higher studies.
The State has three major tribal language areas
and three different sets of primers for this
purpose have been prepared and triedout in a
limited scale. From the next academic vyear
they will be put into universal use.

The conclusion which one can draw from
the foregoing paragraphs is that the tribal
children will have greater interest in schooling
if the lessons are taught thrcugh the medium
of their mother-tongue. In other words, if the
medium of instruction in Oriya in some places
where the tribal children have sufficient
proficiency in Oriya language they may have
also similar interst in education. In order to
find out the reality in this matter a survey wa
undertaken in different tribal areas and the
date regarding the degree of proficiency in
Oriya lanugage ranging from understand and
speak to donot understand among the tribal
children of age-groups of 0-11 years ard
11-16 years and whether they were going to
school or not were gathered. These data were
analysed by cross-tabulating the proficiency
in Oriya language with going/not goirg to sch-
ool. The data pertinent to this issue were gat-
hered from all households of the areaunder the
Orissa’s tribal sub-plan in the Universal Bench
Mark Survey. For the sake of illustration  the
areas covered under Koraput, Surdargarh and
Mayurbhanj ITDAs only are mentioned in this
paper. The data pertaining to Koraput ITDA
are presented in Table 1, to Mayurbhanj ITDA
in Table 2, and to Sundargarh ITDA in Table
3. The general observations of these tables
are given below :
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Koraput ITDA :

1. lrrespective of age-groups and proficiency
in local Oriya language the percentage of
children not going to schocl is very much
larger than of those going to school. In other
words, greater proficiency in local Oriya
language makes no difference in the extent of
going to school. This is true of children of
both the age groups in all the 13 blocks of the
Koraput ITDA.

2. However, when compared between those
school going children having knowledge to
the extent of understanding and speaking in
Oriya language and those not having any such
knowledge the percentage of the former group
of childien is greatear than that of the latter
group in eight blccks out of 13 blocks in the
case of 0-11 year age-group and in nine out
of the same number of blocks in the case of
11-16 year age-group. In most cases the
difference is spectacular, but there are a few
cases where the difference is = marginal. A
compariscn between the two groups of school
going children both having some proficiency
in local Oriya langue but differing in age-
groups, one belonging to the lcwer age-
group of 0~ 11 years arnd the other to the
higher age group of 11-16 years shows that
the percentage of the former category of chil-
dren ( school going, speak and undererstand
Oriya language and 0-11 year age-group ) is
perceptably greater than of that latter category

of children (sohool going, speak and under-

stand Oriya language and 11-16 vyear age-
group) in all blocks except in one in - which
the figure is zero in both the age-groups.
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Mayurbhanj ITDA

1. The situation which was observed in Kora-
put district in respect of the higher proportion
of children not going to schocl is also the
same in the case of Mayurbhanj district. The
percentage of children of both the age-groups
and irrespective of their proficiency or other-
wise in local Oriya language is greater than
that of those going to school in all  the 17
blocks. As indicated above it may be stressed
that the factor of proficiency in understanding
and speaking Oriya language dose not show
any difference from the factor of the lack of
knowledge in the language in the matter of
going to school.

2. The comparison between the proportion
of the school going children having ability to
speak and understand Oriya language and that
of their counterparts not having any know-
ledge in Oriya language shows that in 13 out
of 17 blocks the proportion of the former
category of children is greater in the age-
group of 0-11 years. The corresponding figure
for the higher age-group of 11-16 years is 15,
that is in 15 out of 17 blocks the proportion
of the school going children having profici-
ency in Oriya language is greater than their
counterparts having no knowledge in this
knowledge.

3. Inseven out of 17 blocks the percentage
of school going children of lower age-group
of 0-11 years having ability to speak and
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understand Oriya language is greater than their
counterparts belonging to higher age-group
of 11-16 years. In cther words, the proportion
of school going children of higher age group
of 11-16 years having proficiency in Oriya
language is greater in 10 cut of 17 blocks.
This isa stituation not found in Koraput
district.

Sundargarh ITDA :

1. As in the case of Koraput and Mayurbhanj
the same picture of very low proportion of
children going to school irrespective of age-
groups and of ability or otherwise in local
Oriya language is noticed in Sundargarh ITDA.

2. The proportion of school going children
having proficiency of speaking and understa-
nding Oriya language is greater than that of
non school going children not knowing Oriya
language in five out of six blocks in the lower
age-group of 0-11 years. Butin the higher
age-group of 11-16 years the proportion of
school going children who are proficient in
Oriya language is greater than that of non
school going children kncwing Oriya language
in all the six blocks of Sundargarh ITDA,

3. Except two biccks where the proportion
of school going chiidren of lower age group
of 0-11 years having proficiency in Oriya lan-
guage is greater than that of their counterparts
of higher age-group of 11-16 years in the re-
maining four blccks the reverse is true.
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Inter ITDA comparison of some points
particularly those in respect of the percentage
of school going children of both the age -
groups having proficieny in Oriya language
shows that Sundargarh ITDA leads Mayurbha~
nja ITDA which in turn leads Koraput in this
regard. The figures are presanted in the
statement-1 }

Statement — 1

il ¢ inter {TDA ~ comparison of proporticn of
- school going children having proficiency in
Oriya language:)

Percentage Percentage
rang in range in
Age-group Age-group
0-11 years 11-16 years
Koraput 4,70-25.37 0.91-16.67
Mayutbhanj 0.00-35.00 2.46-50.00
Sundargarh  13.78-24.23 0.00-23.35

Percentage Percentage
rang in tange in
Age-group Age-group
0-11 years 11-16 years.
Koraput 10.79-14.03 3.91-17.82
Mayurbhanj 13.35-30.89 10.73-35.71
Sundargarh  24.56-37..9 17.565-36.C3
Another comparison in respect of the

percentage of school going children of both
the age-groups not vnderstanding Oriya langu-
age shows that Sundargarh leads Koraput
which in turn leads Mayurbhanj in the case
of the lower age-group of 0-11 years. But in
the case of the higher age-group cf 11-16
years Mayurbhanj leads the other two districts.
The inter ITDA comparative figures are presen-
ted in the Statement-2. i

Statement — 2

( Inter ITDA Comparison of proportion of
school going children not understanding
Oriya langage.)
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The data coliected in the Universal Bench
Mark Survey show that irrespective of age
groups and knowledge in local Oriya language
the proportion of school going Children
is much less than that of the non-school goirg
children in all the three ITDAs. Except in one
case where the perceniage of school going
children has gone upto 80 percent, in other
cases it varies between 0 and 37.28 percent.

A look at the two statement given above
shows some matked differences. The state-
ment-1 which records percentage rang cf the
schocl going children of both these-groups
having proficiency in Oriya language shows a
better picture than what is fourd in the state-
ment-2 which gives percentage range of the
school going children of both the age-groups
having no knowledge in focal Oriya language.
Whether or not the factor of proficiency in
Oriya language has caused this difference it
is difficulty to say.

Another point which comes out from thess
statements is that the proportion of school
going children belonging to younger age-group
of 0-11 years is greater in all districts than
the prcportion of their counterparts of older
age-groups of 11-16 years irnespective of
knowledge in Oriya langage. ihe percentage

)



of 2.45-20.00 which refers to school going
children of older-group having no knowledge
in Oriva language in the case of Mayurbhanj
district appears to be an exception and it is
difficult to say why it is so in this case. Other
wise as the data indicate one is inclined to
think that the interest and eagerness of the
Oriya knowing tribal children of younger age-
group for going to school may be greater than
that of their counterparts belonging to higher
age-group and havirg no knowledge in Oriva
language. Further studies may bring out
additional information regarding this problem.
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Approaches to Backward District Planning :
Case Study of Boudh-Khondhmals District in Orissa

Intreduction :

Thé history of backward area planning is
as old as the India economic planning itself.
Howsever, the real emphasis was given in the
Third Five Year Plan document. The pandey
and Wanchoo Committee Working Groups are
noted for the identification and formulation of
policy guidelines for the backward district
development. The concept and patiern of
development programmes have taken different
shapes in different times and at different
places. In spite of the best possible objec-
tives ard techniques, there is a wide gap
between the assessment and achievement in
the developmental activities. The different
approaches experimented at different places
did not assure much yield for. want of proper
diagnosis and understanding of the concerned
regions, constittent elements and other
attendant prcbiems. |t is very difficult to find
out the real crux of the problem. The desired
success of our planning process has npot been
materialised due to the multitudinal faulty
actions in the areas of Politics, Planning.
Administraticn and implementaticn. Theiefore,
an attempt is mace in this paper for a syste-

J. K. Routray

matic and rational approach with particular
reference to Boudh-Khondhmals district of
Orissa. :

S_'election"of Study Area :

The district has been identified as the
most backward district in the state of Orissa
by many regional scientists. It has been
identified on the basis of the index of agricul-
tural development, index of secondary sector
activities including mining, index of tertiary
sector activities including infrastructuie and
index of socio-cultural activities. The district
is not only backward from the total perspective
of eccnomic development, it is also in each
and every sectors of economy. The pattern
of development remained exactly same during
1961 and 1971. In both the time periods
the district has occupied the lowest position
in the ladder of econom.c development as weil
as in sectora! develcpment among thiricen
districts of the state. The situation is aimost
identical in the year 1681.

Geographical Setting :

The whale district is an undulating piateau
except having a narrow valley plain along the

This paper is extracted from the author’s planning dissertation ~Develcpment Planning of
a Backward District : Case Study of Boudh-Khandhmals District, Orissa’’.



Tel and Mahandi river system in the North.

About 60 per cent of the total population
constitute scheduled tribes and scheduled
castes taken together, cut of which 40 percent
of the total population belong to the scheduled
tribes. As far as the resource endowment is
concerned, the district is potentially rich in
{orest resources which are yet to be organised
and properly managed for a meaningful exploi-
tation and utilization. The forest area COVErS
about 80% of the total geographical aiea and
it is the primary source of income for large
section of tribal pcpulation. The insignificant
occurrence of clay and graphite do not give
scope for economic exploitation ard as a
matter of fact there is no scope for industrial
development taking mineral resources as base.
The district is comprised of fifteen community
development blocks with an area of 11070 sq.
Kms. and a population of 621675 in 1971 and
721772 in 1981. ;

ldentification of major Preblems :

The constraints which retard the process
of development can be identified in the
foilowing major corriders.

a. The district is frequently prcre to
drought because of erratic and unti-
mely raiufall distribution pattern
accompanied with poor water manage-
ment, reflected in poor agriculture
develcpment, the basic and key factor
in the process of the economic deve-
lopment of this district,

b. Practice of shifting cultivation in hilly
and forest areas by tribal communit es
causing large-scale deforestation,
which is followcd by soil erosion.
decreasing trend cof soil fertility and
innumerable sets of related severe
problems.
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c. High concentration of tackward class
population along with high concentra-
tion of tribal population poses serious
problem in the field of planning and
develcpment.

d. Because of hilly and forest track, poor
transpcrt linkage hinders preper acce-
ssibility among the large number of
scattered settlements, which remain
isolated from the existing development
pattern. '

Levels of Economic Developmeant vis-a-vis Develop-
ment Potential :

Here an attempt is made to assess the
present pattern of development with respect to
the available development potential factors by
blocks. The cver all develcpment of any
spatial unit is a function of its existing deve-
jopment potential alcng with scme deliberate

and forceful development policy issues. The

development potential is the combired display
of demographic, resource and infrastructure
potential; in which the role of rescurce poten-
tial is important cne. The resource potential
can be specified as mineral resource, forest
resource, soil resource measured in terms of
fertility status and water rescurces ( both
surface and grour.d water).

Keeping these views in background, the
total picture of econcmic development and
development potential were obtained by
setecting few indicators for both the purpcses
and prepaiing composi’te index by first Princi-
( Indicators,

pal Component Analysis.

Annexure | ). The pattern of economic
development vis-a-vis the development poten-
tial by blocks can be compared from the

following statement.
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Order of Levels of Econo- " Levels of Deve-
- Develop- mic Deveiopment lopmer.t
ment Potential
1st crder G. Udayagiri, Chakapad,
(High) Boudh: Phulbani+ Bcudhs
2nn order  Kantamals, G. Udayagiri,
(Medjum)  Chakapad Nuagaon
Nuagaon Phulbanix,
Kantamal:
3rd order  Tikabali. Tikabali,
(Low Tumudibandh Khajuriapada
Daringibadi, Raikia,
Harabhangas=, Baliguda,
Khajuriapaca, Harabhanga -,
Raikia Tumudibendh
4th order Baliguda, Daringibadi,
(very low) Kotagarh Kotagarh,
Phiringia Phiringia

From the analysis it is revealed that the
present pattern of economic develcpment is
more or less concomitent with the existing
pattern of developmeni potential, partly created
or to be created by blocks. The blocks like
Chakapad and Baliguda are not developed
upto the expectation level as depicted in the
development potertial ladder. G. Udayagiri,
Phulbani, Daringibadi blccks bhave been
developed beyond their scopes of develcpment
potential. Most of the tribal blocks remained
backward irrespective of development poten-
tial factors as they were not proparly availed
in those areas and sccondly, the exploited
tribals were deprived of availing the facilities
because cf institutional bottlenacks, pclitical
ard sccial factors. In contrast to this,
G. Udayagiri beirg a tribal block has deve-
lcped beyor.d the expectation limit, is mostly
due to the Christian missionary activities. The
Boudh block has availed prcperly all the
available potential factors, for which it stands

out prominently in the levels of economic
develcpment. The most peculiarity is observed
with Kantamal and Harabhanga blocks. Inspite
of favourable physical lccaticn and having
uniform fertile soil track, these two blocks
have not been developed much as it was
generally expected.

The analysis of this type is just not to
isclate these blocks from the main stream of
develcpment and planning process, it |s rather

~ to strengthen further ‘with new structure and

infrastructure. Simultarecusly due emphasis
will be given for the development of the
undeveloped tribal blccks in an integrated
manrer.

Pattern of Development among the Scheduled

Tribes with respect to Non-tribes :

The level of economic development of any
regicn does not necessarily reflect the level of
develzpment attained by all sections of People
of the concerned region. Generally the
parameters chosen for the measurement of
econcmic development is mainly from different
sectors of econcmy and alongwith availability
of infrastructural and community facilities.
As a result, the composite picture reflects the
relative development of spatial units rather
than true development of the population
concerntd in each cf the units. The district °
like Boudh-Khondhmals, which is dominated
by a large section of backward class popula-
tion and there are a large number of tribal
groups among the tribes, it is very much
important to assess the present pattern of
develocpment among the tribes with respect
to non-tribals before formulating arny policy
ard strategy for the tribal community as a
whole.

The relative develcpment is judged here
on the basis of the Education., Urbanization

» Non-tribal blocks
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and participation in different Economic
Activities. The relative position of different
tribal groups, all tribes taken together and
non-tribals are represented in the following
table :

Development Name of the tribes

Classes

(Low) Kol, Mirdhas, Matya, Kotia,
Saora, Khond, Shabar, Gond.
other minor tribes, unspeci-
fied tribes.

{Medium) Khaira, Khandha - Gauda,
Munda, Non-tribes

(High) NIL

(very High) Kuli, Bhuiya

Major tribat groups attained low develop-
ment which altogether consitute 98.61 per cent
of the total tribal population. The major tribe-
Khond which shares 88.11 per cent of tribal

'population alcne, attained significantly low

development with respect to other tribal
groups, Medium and high develcped tribal

groups, though they represent vety low per- .

centage (1.38) of the total tribal popuiation.
is highly indicative that these tribal groups
(Kuli, Bhuiya) are more devsicped than non-
tribals. All tribes taken togsther present a
very pcor picture in comparision to Gend,
Khaira, Kondha-Gauda, Murda, Kuli, Bhuiya
and above all with respsct tc ncn-tribals.

Fixation eof Pricrity Areas- and Prospects of
Develspment :

Looking towards the major problems and
pattern of eccncmic develcpment vis-a-vis
development potential; the prioritv areas of
planning have been fixed up on the following
order :

i) Due emphasis shculd be given to
backward tribal blocks (Phiringia,
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Kotagarh, Baligucda, Raikia, Khajuria-
‘pada, Daringibadi, Tumudibandh and
Tikabali) along with Haiabhar ga block
and by this simuitaneously steng-
thening developed biocks.

ii) Special care will be taken for tribal
and backward ciass community, with
specia! attention on backward tribal
groups (Kol, Mirdhas, Maiya, Kotia,
Saora, Khord, Shabar, Gond aid
other minor tribes) for economic and
social development.

As far as the prospects of davelocpment is
concerred, the priority areas of eccnomic
development concentraie on :

a) Agricuitural development plan along
‘with irrigation and watershed manage-
ment programme;

b) Planning for Diary and Animal Hus-
bandry;

c) Planning for forest resource develop-
ment;

d) Though there is a limited scope for
industrialization, the importance witl
be given to agro-based, diary and
forest-based industries with house-
hold industries.

Lastly in order to carry out successful
development of the district, the infrastructuie
and service facilities will be taken into consi-
deraticn by a set of well co-ordinated rural
service centres along with economic develcp-
ment plan.

Impertant Observation :

The success.of planning and development
can be measured from the efficient utilization
of available labour force in productive purposes
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and finally providing them meaningful employ-
ment opportunity. Primary sector is the most
important one for the development of this
district, so it has been tried to estimate the
under-employment figure to assess the success

of the develocpment plans during the planning.

pericds.

As it is observed from the present situaticn
(1976.77) 26% of primary sector labour force
remain ur.der-employed. By the end of ' 1981,
the under-employment  will be reduced to
9.03%, if due emphasis is made for the sectors,
discussed in priority areas of action. It will
be reduced further to 3.24% ty 1991, By this
time, “the agriculture sector will reach at
saturation point both in terms of availability
of agricultural land as well as irrigation
facilities. As a matter of fact this under~

employment will again take a rising trend and

it will be 24.23 per cent by 2001. A.D If the

uneconomic forest land is added to agricultural -

practices, it will generate employment for a
large number of labourforce, the percentage of
under-emplicyment will be reduced to 9.60 as
against 24.23 per cent. So in _the second
phase of planning (1991-2001), the emphasis
must be given to non-agricultural sectors for
effective employment. At this stage ccmpre-
hensive skill development plan is essential.

Present Pattern of Development Programmes, its
impact and achievement : :

In addition to general development pro-

grammes by different government departments,
there are some special Development Agencies

operating in this district. The Agencies are :’

Drought Prone Area Programme Agency
(DPAPA), Integrated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA), Tribal Development Agency
(TDA), Kutia-Khondh Development Agency
(KKDA) and recently intrcduced Integraied
Rural Development Agency {IRDPA). There is
very little variaticn in the aim, objectives and

contents of all these programmes. The opeta- 4

tional methods are exactly same for all
programmes. .

(

Whatever may be the development projects,
their impacts and achievements are not studied
and also not evaluated so far. However, the
achievement in irrigation sector is remarkable.
After completicn of all the medium, minor
irrigation projects, the irrigation pctential is to
be increased to 28.61%, by 1981 and 43.14
percent by 1991 as against today only 13.28
per cent. The major prcblems asscciated with
these development agencies are :

i) The investment has been made without
assessing the demand and need of the
people, area and sectors of economy;

ii) Secondly, the poptential study of
different sectors of economy is not
done; ;

iii) There is no such priority prcgramme,
as where to invest and also in which
sector. As a matter of fact the total
available funds are distributed among
the Government Departments unlike
that of departmental programmes
without keeping any relation to need
and demand;

iv) At present there is no such planning |
machinery to prepare develcpment
plans either for the district or for the
bioccks.

Present Practice of Plan Preparation and Imple.
mentation :

District Development Officer is the autho-
rity to fix up different development progra-
mmes with the consultation of = other
Government Departments ( Agriculture,
Industry, Animal Husbandry, Forest. Soil
Conservaticn,: Health etc. ) at district level
under the direct supervisicn = of Disuict
collecter. In addition to this all the sectoral
development programmes are prepaied in
respective departments separately without
proper co-ordination and integration between
the departments. The present way ¢f prepara-
tion and implementation of development plans
are not suited for integrated balanced develcp-
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ment. The aim of the District industrial
Centre is not only for prometicn and control
of industries, rather to create develcpment
potential for future industries and it cannot be
possible without integrating ciher sectoral
activities.

To overcome all these problems, there is a
vital need for the establishment of District
Pianning Cell consisting of trained planners
from different disciplines (Geography, Econo-
mics, Statistics, Sociolcgy. Anthropology.
Engineering, Industrial Management, Agricul-
ture and Veterinary Science). An organisation
of this kind will ceitainly create sccpe for the
preparation of a develcpment plan giving
accommedation to all such developmental
programmes presently carried cut by different
developmerit agencies and departments in
isolation, to promote palanced cccnomic
deveicpment among the blocks, among all

sections of population. keecping haimonic
relationship with varicus sectors of econcmy.
The District Planning Cell will not only prepare
plans, but also’ be given responsibility to
implement in the field. Thus the gap between
the theory and practice can be easily biidged
up for effective implementation.

Conglusion :

in addition to multipurpose, multi-sector,
multi-level and multi-section planning approa-
ches, due emphasis was given to special area
and integrated planning apprcaches, parti-
cularly during the last decade. The integrated
planning approach was mainly revolved reund
the growth centre technique. Unfortunately.
the concept has been widely vsed for service
purposes rather than industrial develcpment in
backward areas. The location of some prcpul-
sive steel industries in backward aieas of the
country, such as Rourkela, Bhilai. Durgapur and
Jamshedpur could not do any justice lto the
backward area development. On the other
hand these industrial centres strengthered
significantly the naticnal economy. There is
nothing wrong with the different concepls and
approaches of planning. But these appreoaches
cannot be viewed in isolation, pioper weightage

must be given to Scciological phencmena.
Hence. a discussion on sociolcgical approach
is in crder here.

While preparing development plans for
backward areas, the planners must take into
account the conflicting situation which usually
arises due to caste as well as econcmic and
religious class system and a veriety of other
causes. Because this occurs due to the wide
variation of aspirations frcm an individual to a
group and frcm a society to ancther society.
These conflict and aspiraticn factors are never
foreseen in the preparation of development
plans. So the conflict and aspiration must be
resolved in harmony and finally it is to be
transferied to a viable credibility model for
effective implementation in the field.

Apart from this, the Tribal Planning consti-
tutes a major section of Backward Area
Planning. as far as this district is concerned.
The approaches for tribal planning are very
much similar to those of other economic
planning in other areas. but the guiding poli-
cies are quite different. As far as the policies
of tribal development are concerred the policy
of revitalization has got certain advantages
over others, such as the policy of Isclation,
the policy of Intervention and the policy of
Assimilaticn of cultures. Policy of Revitaliza-
tion is very much scientific and pertinent to
revitalise the existing elements of socio-
econcmic and cultural milieu, in each of the
tiibal societies to provide more stability
instead of isolating them from the main stream
of National Develicpment Programmes. There-
fore, it is futile either to fcrce them to assimi-
late the non-tribal culiures or to inteivene in
the prccess of spontaneous duvelopment of
tribal societies.

Erom the above, it is ccncluced that the
systematic apprcach may be accepted in the
light of Boudh-Khor.dhmals disiriet experience
and it may be further applied to other back-
ward districts of Orissa for a more meaningful
developmental planning.
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A. Selected Indicators for Econgmic Development
by Blocks :

1. Intensity of cropping, 2. Percentage
of irrigated land to net area sown. 3. Area
under high yielding variety as perceniage to
net area sown, 4. Consumption of chemical
fertilizers per hectare of net area sown.
5. Sects:a! concentration of secondary labour
force, 6. Sectoral concentration of tertiary
tabour force, 7. Percentage of female labour
force in tertiary activities, 8. Secteral concent-
vation of labour foice in trade and commeice,
9. Sectoral concentration of labour force in
transport and communication, 10. Popufation
density, 11. Literacy, 12. Road densiiy
(all types) per 100 Sq. Kms. of area, 13. Perce-
ntage of villages electrified, 14. Primary and
Middle Schools per 100 Sg. Kms. of area,
15. Primary and Middle Schools per 100
population, 16. Seconeary Schools per
100 Sq. Kms. of area, 17. Secondary Schols
per 10,000 pcpuiation, 18. Number of hospital
beds per 1000 population, 19. Number of
hospital and dispensaries per 10 Sq. Kms. of
area, 20. Number of wveterinary hospitals,
veterinary dispensaty, Livestock Aid Centres
per 100 Sg. Kms. of area.

B. Selected Indicators fur Development Potential :

1. Population density, 2. Percentage of
Working force, 3. Availability of cultivable
land per agricuitural family in hectares,

ANNEXURE—I

4. Coverage of cultivable land as percent to
gecgraphical area, 5. ltrigation potential area
can be created by different sources as per cent
to total available cultivable land, 6. Ccverage
of irrigation potentia! area by groundwater
development as percent to total available
cultivable land. 7. Coverage of forest land as
percentage to total gecgraphical area,
8. Coverage of pasture and grazing land as
perceniage to total geographical area, 9. Road
density (all types) per 100 Sq. Kms. of area,
10. Spatial concentration of primary and
Middle Schoois per 100 Sg. Kms. or area,
11. Spatial concentration of agricultural
cocperatives per 100 Sq. Kms, of area.

C. Selected Indicators to measure the Levels of
Beveiopment among the Scheduled Tribes :

1. Literacy, 2. Female Literacy, 3. Level
of urbanisaticn, 4. Percentage of woiking
force to total population, b5* Percentage of
Female Woikers to total Workers, 6. Per-
centage of Secondary working force,
7. Percentage of female workers in secondary
activities, 8. Percentage of workers in
Industry and manufacturing. 9. Percentage of
workers in construction, 10. Percentage of
tertiary works, 11. Percentage of female
workers in tertiary activity, 12. Percentage of
workers in trade and commerce, 13. Per-
centage of workers in transport and communij-~
cation, 14. Percentage of workers in other
services.
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A;gf'}gglttre is the (méin occupation for
a large number of tribals in India. Desale
(1980) has rightly pointed out that though

- pumerous agricultural. plans viz; Tribal Sub-

Plan, Tribal Block Development etc. have been
in operation to develop this sector, most of
these developmental projects paid attention
only to the area or regions of assured rainfall.
A very little attention is paid to the agricultural
development in the areas of hills and mountains
inhabited by the tribals. Maharashtra stands
‘sixth in the country with regard to the size
of tribal population and shares about 7.3 per
cent 6f total tribal population. Tribal Commu-
nity in Maharashtra is spread over in thane,
Nasik.: Dhule, Ahmadnagar, Pune, Yeotmal,
Amaravati, Chandrapur and Gadchiroli districts.
They are.concentrated in three regions viz;
western, eastern and.northern regions.

.¢. LY Tribals attach special significance to the

jand and they consider it as their life partner
and saviour.. However, mest of the tribals

eie o TR LT o
1. Professor of Agril. Extension,

W Assistant Professor of Agril. Extension,

Mahatma

B 3

ct of Information Sources on the Adoption
- of High Yielding Paddy Variety

S. S. Baial '
D40 &
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possess only smalil tand holdings. it is an

established fact that tribal agriculture is mostly
of subsistence nature and is characterised by
the problemes of foodgrains just sufficient
to meet their requirements, generally at a
low level of living. The use of local seeds,
growing of rainfed crops, use cf family labour,
use of crude tools and impiements, production

for self consumption constitute the main

. elements of such agriculture (Reddy & Ramai-
ah, 1982 ). There is hardly any

detailed

literature available on the tribal farming
systems followed by the various tribes in the
d hence there is a need to study

country an
as agriculture

agricultural aspects of tribals,
is the base of any civilization or culture.
Tribal development and their agricultural
development are closely related to each other..
The prosperity generated through the new
technology of agricultural production is not
being accrued by the tribals in the underdevel-
oped areas. The farmers in this area are still
pursuing the primitive techniques of production
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