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} ; PREFACE |

Tribal situatiori in the countty has.always been- sensitive and vulnerable. The ethnecgraphic
accounts of the tribal communities give a chronicle of tribal disturbances which have been taking
place in-a cyclic order in different parts of the country. The causes of tribal unrest are many, and
of them the processes of land alienation, exploitation of the merchants and money-lenders, stringent
forest policy restricting the freedom of the tribals over forest are most important.

Ever since the Independence of India in 1947 the. tribal areas are seething with discontent in
greater intensity and for the past decade or so the rumblings of the growing discontent has been
explosive and at times has led to large scale viclence and armed conflict. The contemporary tribal
rebellion and disturbance are mainly the results ‘of various socio-psychological and political factors
of which the complex processes of the adjustment of the tribel communities to the idiom of the
emeiging naticn end the impact of the industrial and mining ectivities on the tribes are crucial.

As a part of the economic develcpment of the country, industiialisation has come to India in
a big way in recent times. Some of the tribal areas such &s’ Bailadilz in Bastar, Rourkela in
Sundargarh and Hatia in Ranchi which lay hidden in thick forests are already exposed to such
development. The sound of the dumpers and bulldozers and of the wheels of the mills can now
be heard in such out of the way places where only chrlps of birds disturbed the silence. The .
railway lines and the tarmac roads have made it easier for ‘thousands of immigrants to reach these
places which were a.decade or s0 ago difficult of access "and were thinly pepulated only by
primitive tribes. Mcdern townships provided with facilities such as water supply, -market centre,
school, hospital and residential quarters have changed the landscape of the area where only a few
clusters of tribal huts were present. The most modein and the most primitive are in juxtaposition
in these industrial and mining belts. : '

I the wake of industiiglization laige scale acquisition of triibal land has taken place, and the
forest economy of the tribals has been shattered. = The tribals have been placed in a situaticn of
sudden confrentatich with thousands of intruders from all parts of the country. The outcome of
these events is that the tribals have been displaced from their hearth and home and aie rendered
landiess and unemployed. They have also been over-taken by a feeling of fear and insecurity
resulting in considerable psychological stress and strain.  Rehabilitation and colonization of the
displaced tribals have been tried in many places. But impicper attenticn, defective planning znd
the perfunciury manner in which the problem of resettlement of the affected t:ibzls hes been
tackled have resulted more in failure than in success of these schems and widespread resentment
among the tribals. ' : - :

This book brings togethsr the problems which the trlbu|8 are facing as a result of the, impact
of the mining and industrlal acti\ntsos on them. ; :

The main themes which were studied are the processes of displacement, measures of
rehabilitation, problems of adjustment of the tribals to industrial discipline, growing politicization
of tribal situation and messianic movements and manifestations of tiibal unrest. The mining and
the industrisl areas which are covered in the study are Bailedila in Baster (M. F.) where the
mechanized iron-ore Mine is in operation; Rourkela in Sundergarh (Orissa) where the steel plant
is ‘installed and Ranchi in Bihar where the Heavy Engineering Corporation isin commissicn. A
few tribal villages and rehabilitation centres were selected in the hlntnr land of the mmmg and
industrial areas for the purpose of the stuciy : :

A scientific study of the tribal unrest in its regional variations and remifications is lacking.
But the occurrance of growing tribal disturbances and discontent has been a matter of great
concein to the 'social scientists in general and administrators and political leaders in particular.
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Ever since the tribal rebellion took place in the tribal areas of Srikakulam district of Andhra
Pradesh and Ganjam and Koraput districts of Orissa as a resuit of the |mpact of the extremlst
ideology on the tribes of those areas.

In reSponse to the concern the research project was designed for a systematic stock-taking

of tribal situation in three different areas, (1) the agency areas of Srikakulam, Ganjam and Koraput

_districts, (2) the mining and Industrial areas of Bailadila, Rourkela and Ranchi and (3) the

frontier areas of Arunachal Pradesh. The study of tribal situation in the second zone .i.e, the
mining and industrial areas is the subject matter of this book. 7

The first area gives a picture of tribal unrest resulting from the infiltration of the non-tribal
peasants of the coastal plains into the heart of the agency areas. The second areas provides
data on tribal discontent consequent upon the confrontation of the indegenous inhabitants and
the immigrants. The third area presents a picture of tribal conflict arising from the .crisis of
values and identity. The resaarch findings from these three Zones are- given separately.

: My especial thénks are due tb Dr. B. D. Sharma, who was then the Collector of
Bastar, Dr. Agarwal, the General Manager of Steel Plant, Rourkela and the Collector of Ranchi

and their subordinate staff for providing necessary help to me and the field staff in rarrymg out

research in the study areas. I express my deep sense of gratntude to them

THRT : : ; e N. PATNAIK

Bhubaneswar. ! 3 : REr S . Director
S
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BASTAR (MADHYA PRADESH)

INTRODUCTION

The tribes in India are in various ecological
settings and also in various levels of development
and, societal complexities. Some tribal commu-
nities such as the Gond ( Bastar, M. P. ) live in
the plains and carry on settled agriculture and
are economically prosperous, while soms others
such as the hill Bhuinya (Orissa), the Juang
(Orissa) and the Korwa ( M. P.) inhabit the
hills and forests and pursue such occupations as
hunting, food gathering, pastoral activities and
industrial labour. Many tribal areas are rich in
mineral deposits and industrial potentiality. For
example, Bailadila, the zone of huge iron-ore
deposits lies in the region inhabited by the
Muria, a primitive tribal community of Bastar
district. To exploit the rich deposits the National
Mineral Development Corporation has its way
through dense forests and has got the area
linked by road with the headquarters of the district
~and by railways with the port at Visakhapatnam.

Several industrial activities followed this.
The area, which was for so long remained
hidden in the thicket of Sal, Teak and Bija trees
started resounding ‘with the explosives and the
hum “of the drills and dumpers. A township of
about 725 quarters inhabited by about 12,000
immigrants on the staff of the Bailadila iron-ore
mine has grown in this place with facilities of
water-supply, community centre, matket, school,
hospital and social service institution. Bailadila
today has become the largest
iron-ore mine in Asia.

Similarly, the steel plant at Rourkela, S4dnda-
rgarh district, Orissa which is another belt of
tribal concentration is a_ massive industrial
complex in which thousands of people who
are mostly outsiders are employed in some
capacity or other. The vicinity of Rourkela is
rich in deposits of various types of minerals
of which iron-ore and mandanese are most
important. Therefore Rourkela has the privilege
of having one of Asia’'s most modern steel
plants which produces annually 1:3 million
tonnes of steel ingots with technical co-operation
and credit from the Federal Republic of
Germany. The transformation of Rourkela from

mechanized

the thick forests teeming with wild animals
and from a cluster of hamlets of the primitive
communities such as the Maunda, the Oraon
and the Bhumija to a modern township is a
symbol of the industrial transformation of the
Independent India. Comfortable residential
accommodation in picturesque satting, asphalt
roads, adequate educational, medical and
recreational facilities have replaced the wild
life including the triba! communities.

Ranchi, another homeland of the tribes has
become the seat of equally important industrial
complex and has attracted large crowds of
people from the nearby and far-off places,
Many tribals in the process have been dispo-
ssessed of their hearth and home and rendered
landless. Very little study - of the tribals in indu-
strial and mining arcas has been made. But
consequent on the industrial and mining activities
the tribals are seized with mainly three problems.

First, the iripals have had a sudden confronta-

tion with the massive new comers to their
areas and developed as a result a fear complex
that they would be subjugated by them.
Second, they have been dispossessed of their
land and village which the Government acquired
for setting up the' mines and the mills. Third,
their entire life and culture have been disorga-
nized creating difficulties for their adjustment
to the new habitat and environment in which
they were rehabilitated and receptivity to the
industrial complex. Wide-spread demoralizing
effects, provocative reactions, and the maessianic
and separatistic movements which are noticed
in the tribal communities are amongst many
consequences of the impact of industrialization
on the tribal communities. The present study
probes in depth into the social consequences
of the mining and industrial activities in these
three tribal areas. Besides, the political culture
of the tribal communities which is undergcing
change as a result of the impact of national
political idiom and policy is also studied.
Bastar offers an ideal place for the study of the
changing tribal political system and the tribal
situation which followed. Bastar, before its
merger in the Indian Republic in 1948 was a



native State ruled by the Kings of Kekatiya
dynasty. It is inhabited by a - variety of
primitive tribes who are eeasily inflamable and
highly emotional. The tribes are very loyel to the
roye!l family, mainly. because there was intimate
relationship—economic, ‘social and mythic—
between the royal family eznd the ‘ribals and
the ruling chief of Bastar hes been the chict
Priest of Danteswari which is the presiding deity
. of the tribal communities.  With the intioducticn
of new administrative set up in the wike of
merger- of the State in the indicn Republic, the
ruling chief has been thrcwn out of power and
adminisirative  contrel of the State ond subse-

quent to this many chenges have cccurred in

the political orgenisation of the tribal  communi-
ties and in their rclaticnship -with the past
feudal order. That the Raja of Bastar is no more
the chief of the State is beyond their compre-
hension. The contemporary . politicel and
administrative situations which impinge upon
the traditional institutions of Manjhi, which is the
core of the tribal political system, the structure
of powsr, the Chapnels of communication and
the lines of commanpd and obedicnce in‘the tribal
societies have become a major cencern to the
tribals, leading to great tribal unrest in Bastar.
. The study of the tribal situation in Bastar
includes what the natute of pelitical organisation
among the tribes of Bastar was, how it function-

ed in the past, and what mod fications . it
underwent through the successive stages of
non-tribal political domination. A scientific .

knowledge of the tibal political organisation in
its ramifications which are indicated above may

be of great heip in formulating valid policies and

programmes of action for developing and
increasing the  commitment of the tribal commu-
nities to the contemporary political order and
to the industrial discipline so that every section
of -our nation is benefitted in an equal manner
without detriment to their = respective social

structure, cultural tradition, value system and

economic organisation.

SELECTION OF STUDY VILLAGES
Kirindul (Bastar) :

Three villages were selected in Bastar district -
for intensive investigation, two villages in. Dant-

wara Tahsil and one in Konta Tahsil of South
Bastar which is the most backward part of * the
district. - Of the three villages, Kirindul village
is situated at a distance of 126 Km. from Jagadal-
pur, the headquarters of the district. The village

‘was completed in the year 1967.

is lying in close proximity to the Bailadila Iron
Ore Project, the largest mechenized Ilron Ore
Mine in Asia. Bailadile—"hump of an oX’’ in the

 language of the aboriginals—is the name given

te the hill rengzss about 32 Kms. in  length and
about 4 Kms. in widih in Bastar district. Resetves
of ore in these hills is est mated a: 3,000 million

tonnes. The mine is worked out by the Iron
Ore Division ¢f the Nationsl Minerali Develop-
ment Corperetion Limited (N. M. D. C.).. The

instellation of the plent wes completed by
Agril 1968 and the semc yeer

the glant went
inte trial production. A very big  township  of
modern i:ouses wiil cominunity centres, schools,
hospitals, library, club, guest hcuse, marketing
centres end many cther socicl and welfare
institutions have come up near Kirindul to
previde accommedszaticn and amenities to the
officers and staff wciking in the projeet.

Till 1960, this area was buried- in the thick
forests of the Bailadila® hill ranges
cempletely cut off from the other
country. In 1967, it generally tock about a
week to reach the area on foot frcm the nearest
railheed at Raipur whichis at a distance of
295 Kilometres from Kirindul. The Government
of Madhya Pradesh have connected Bhansl
at the Bailadila fcot hills with Jagadalpur
by a tarmac ioad covering a distance of
110 Kms. The National Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation has  made an all weather
road frcm Bhansi to the Deposit 14 at
Kirindul which covers a distance of 20 Kms. The
Bziladila mining zone is connected by a broad
gauge railway line over a distance of 47% Kms.

~ with the port at Visakhapatnam through Wwhich

The railwey line
"Imbeded in
this huge mining complex where the giant blast
hole drills and dumpers and the crushing,
screening, wagon loading and fine ore disposal
plants are in operation.round the clock, is the
tiny Kirindu! village of the Muria tribe which is
in the level of stone age civilisation. The most
modern and the most primitive have been put
in to justaposition at Kirindul. : 5

the ore is exported to Japan.

~ The village provides an ideal case study of
the nature of reaction of a primitive community

towards a highly complex mechanised iron Ore
' Plant and the extent of their participation in the
plant for their. economic  advancement. It is

for the study of these problems this village

was included in the study.

and was -
parts. of the.



Nakulnar {Bastar) =~ .. . .0 3%
. . The Second village . Whlch was selected for
study is Nakulnar It, was out5|de the. mining
complex at a distance of 26 Kms. fmm the head-
quarters of Dantewara Tahsnl to which it belongs
and 106 Kms. from Jagadalpur it is a very-.re-
mote vn!lage not connected by any .good | road.
qullke Kirindul which is homogeneous. in com-
position, Nakulnar is heterogenous This village
has two sections-the Muria section of 61 house-
.holds and the Thakur section, a non-tribal mer
chant community of . 24 households. This mer-
.chant community immigrated to this village : long
back from. Uttar Pradesh. This village presents a
typical situation for the study of the nature and
extent of the exploitation to which the Murias.
of the village are subject.” In one context the
Muria are.under the influnce of the mining
complex and in the other context they are sub-
jected to the exploitation of the Thakurs. In
order to have the picture of tribal life in
different contexts this village was studied.

Banda (Bastar)

The third village which was selected in- Bastar
is Banda. This village is situated in the thick
forest st a distance of 10 Kms. from Konta, the
headquarters of Konta Tahsil to which it belongs
and 178 Kms. from Jagadalpur. Accessibility to
this village is only by the Kachha forest road
which passes. through it. It is almost a
homogeneous village inhabited by 40 households
of the Dorla tribe, two household of Lohars
and one household of the Gond.

Like Nakulnar, this village also is outside the
mining zone. But the important feature of this
village is that its residents depend on forest for
their livelihood and are subjected to the harass-
ment of the local forest authorities. A large
part of this Tahsil comprises Reserve forests
(143,744 hectares out of a total area of

4,98,928 hectares) and the land required for

cultivaton is limited. This Tahsil for a variety
of reasons is experiencing a heavy pressure of
population. It is for these special features this
village was selected.

Besides the study of the tribes in these three
settings, there were also need to study an input-
output analysis of the political organisation of
the tribal Communities. The tribes of Bastar
have a strong cephalous polmcal structure,
ruler of Bastar is: considered the political head.
The institution of Majhi which supports this
cephaIOUS political structure is well established
in Bastar. It |s important to study how the tribal

The -

political organisation functions now in -Bastar
eSpeCla"y after the death of Pravinchandra
‘Bhanja Deo and what modmcaﬂons it s
undergomg through the successive stages of
non-tribal polmcal domination. A study of

political structure of the tribal communities of

Bastar * reveals not only the
political  socialisation, recruitment, interest
articulation and interest aggregation at the
district level, but it also throws light on how the
tribal political structure functions in relation to
the national politicel organisation. An attempt
at studying these political phenomena is of great
significance ‘as it helps us in studying the
genesis, growth and manifestations of tribal
unrest in Bastar.

processes  of

Jadakudar (Sundargarh)

Jadakudar is one of the three study villages
located in the industrial zone of Rourkela Steel
Plant, this village was selected mainly .for two
reasons. First, it is atribal village inhabited
by the Munda and the Oraon. Second, they are
converted into Christianity of two denominations
Catholic and Protestant. Our interest in finding
out. to " what extent the tribals of both
denominations  took up the industrial service
and with what consequences led us to select
this vnllage for study. -

Chutiatola and Lakhotola (Sundargarh)

The two adjacent villages are nearer to the
Rourkela Steel Plant than Jadakudar and the
majority of -the inhabitants is the Kisan, a
tribal community more - advanced in agriculture
than other tribal communities living in the

area. In response to the growing demand for
vegetables in the industrial = township of
Rourkela the Kisan have taken to vegetable

growing extensively and business with vegetables.
These two villages were of interest as they show
how the access to economic development of
the people was based on their old habits and
aptitude. The pursuit of growing vegetables
was not without trouble. It had links with land,
‘money and technical know-how which were
the monopoly of the vested interest of the
locality and the Kisan had to fight with the
local land lord for establishing their right on
jand and getting their share of these scarce
resources. - The nature of adoption by the
Kisan of the improved agricultural practices
which - was - stimulated subsequent to the
industrial development - in the region and their
encounter with the local landlord were the
subject matters of study in this village.



‘B aidih and Nawafolr “(Ranchi)

Thesa ‘two villages are wrthm the orbit of the '

Heavy Englneermg COrporatlon located in

Ranchi. ‘and experlence ‘the drrect rmpact of rt
in all respects. SUbsequent to the md'qunaI
deve1opment the ‘tribals started growmg

vanetles of vegetables to sell in the |ndustr|eﬂ
zone. In this regard these vnllages haye
similarities wrth their 00unterparts located in
the lndustnal belt of Rourkela But they
differ from them "in the matter that they
experience no trouple -in regard to agricultural
deve!opment The need for anaﬂysus of , thQ
similarities and drssumllantles betWeen the
villages situated in Ranchi and Rourkela
industrial belts was the guide line for including
. them in study villages.

Jalda and Sataranjee

Two tribal settlements were studied in which
the tribal families, which were displaced in the
wake of the Rourkela and Ranchi !ndustrial
Projects, were rehapilitated. They were Jalda
in Rourkela and Sataranjee in Ranchi industrial
belts. The purpose of taking up these colonies
was to find out to what extent the displaced
persons have adjusted to the hew settlement
and how do they earn their livelihood and what
is their response to the regional and national
and political activities.

Techniques of field work

As regards the methods of data collection
the meain techniques were the informal interview
with a large,numb’er of informants and case
studies. Observations were made in various places.
Besides, a census was. conducted and informa-
tion about occupation, land holding, income and
expenditure, food-gap, etc. of  the selected
femilies cf the study villages were collected

by means of schedules and Questionnaires.

Genealogies of tribal chiefs and the families
having leadership status were drawn to find out
What changes have taken place in OCCUpa’Uonal
pattern, social alignment interest articulation
and political communication in successive
generations. We studied various ‘movements
which took place in the study areas in the past
and compared their genesis, growth and
manrfestatrons with the contemporary move-
ments by means of case history method. We
found that in the study of tribal unrest the case
History method was most useful

i

- miles within it. It

" north-east monsoons and

PHYSICAL FEATURES

Bastar, the brggest drstrICt of Madhya
Prad”esh formed in “Yo48 rs srtuated in the
extreme sou!h “of the State farthe§t from the
State headquarters and also “the ‘most drffrcult of
access. Of all the district headqu rs‘. its
- headquarters is the farthest from ‘the rarlway
statlon—-the nearest convement rarlway statlon
is Ralpur which is at a drstance of785 mrles :

The district is situated between Iatrtudos E
17% 46 and 20°34' N and longitudes 80° 15° .
and 82° 15’ E. It is bounded on the north by Durg
and Raipur  districts, on the west by Chanda
(Maharashtra) and East Godavari (Andhra
Pradesh) districts and on the south by East Goda-

~ vari djstrict. The area of the district is 39,171 Sq.

Kms. thetis, a little bigger than Kerala State.
The total population of the dlstnct is 1,167,501

+ according to 1961 Census.

The Indrawati river flows agross the centre
of the district and negotiates adrstance of 240
enters the district from
Orissa near the confluence of its tributary, the
Baskal, 13 miles upstream of Jagdalpur and

. after taking a tortuous course for some distance

joins the Godavari river below Sironeha. - Other
important rivers of the district are the Sabri,
the Tel, the Narangi, the Gudra, the Nei Bherat,

the Kotri, the Dantewara, the Dudh and the
Mahanadi, which drain and irrigate different
regicns of Bastar. ;

The district is full of mountam ranging in height
from 900 ft. to 3,928 ft. The loftiest peak
among them is Bailadila which i1s situated south
of the Indrawati river and trends north-south.
' To the west and south-west of the district is the
extensive mass of hills known as Abujhmar,
which is the terrain cognita of the State. The
Abujhmar hill ranges vary from 2,000 to 3,160 ft.
in height..

The district recieves poth the south-west and
falis in the heavy
rainfall region of the State. The climate of the
plateau is pleasantly cool. The hottest month
is May, but the maximum temperarure tarely
crosses 39°C.. December is the coldest month
and the temperature goes down to 101° ¢.
On the whole the climate in the interior regions
of the district is damp and unhealthy

23,2566 sq. kms. area of the district is
under forest. Considering the forest flora the
drstrlct could roughly be divided into 4 belts:

4



(i) the mixed forest of the north, (i) the central
moist region comprising the Sal belt, (iiiy the
Teak belt, and (iv) the dry region comprising
~ mixed forest. The northern pelt of mixed

forest is not so important for timber as for the
collection of forest produce. The central moist

region and the adjacent teak belt produce teak

of the best quality. The places like Bhopala-
patnam, Kuakonda and west Konta are famous
for the teak forest.

The Palyra Palm (Borassua flabenifer), locally
known as tal, grows gregariously in the south
and south-east. From this the people extract

Tari’. Sulphi is also grown in places and
thrives best in the central regions' of the
district. The sulchi yields a sap which is

used as a beverage by the local tribals. Other

palm trees are the wild date palms (phaenix |

sylvestris and P. acaulis) locally known as
chhind and buta chhind.
chhind is obtained a grub which is a delicacy
for the tribes. . s

Bastar is one part of India where the buffalo
and bison are still found in the forest. The
horn of bison is much prized and the Bison-horn
Maria prepare their dancing head-dress with it.
Tigers and Panthers are found throughout the
district, but they abound in Abujhmar. wild
dogs are faitly common. Among the herbi-
vorous animals found in the forests are the
Nilgai, the four horned antelope, sambar and
spotted deer. The barking deer is fairly common.
Among the jungle birds mention may be made
of the peacock, parrot and red and grey jungle
fowl.

Dantewara and Konta tahsils of the district
deserve more attention as our study villages—
Kirindul, Nakulnar and Banda are located in
these tahsils. The people of these two tahsils
make their living in different ways and this
difference is largely determined by the different
ecological settings which they inhabit.

Dantewara Tahsil

The Dantewara tahsil comes under the South
Bastar subdivision. This tahsil is situated
towards the west and south-west directions of
Jagadalpur. The river Indrawati and its feeders
Sankini and Dankini flow in the Tahsil. Bailadila
forms the important mountain ranges of this

tahsil. There are a few hill streams which are’

used for the purpose of irrigation.

Erom the stem of the

- district.

The total area of the tahsil is 1633 sq. kms.
with a population of 1,34,148 according to 1961

Census. The density of the population is 196
persons per 8q. km. The tribal population 'of
‘the tahsil is 8245 per cent. The tribes

inhabiting this tahsil are mainly the Halba and
the Muria. The teak of the best quality is the
cheif forest produce of the tahsil.

A large number of people carry on agricul-
ture as primary source of livelihood. Paddy is
the principal crop grown in the plains; but in the
hills millet takes its place. The tribals practise
shifting cultivation against the forest rules prohibi-
ting to do so. -

The quality of the livestock is very poor.
The cattle are dwarf and of local breed. The
people use both cows and bullocks as drought
animals.

The place of the grearest important is the
Bailadila where the lron-Ore mining complex is
installed. It is situated in the heatt of the tribal
area and is accessible -by road and rail. The
Bailadila mining comlpex promises a great scope
for the allround development of the tribals.

Konta

Konta is the southern most tahsil of the
The Alabzka and Matimake hill ranges
of about 2,800 ft. high above sea level lie in this
tahsil. The river Sabri flows through the tahsil
and meets the Godavari river at Konta.

The geographical area of the tahsil is
1988 Sq. Km. with a total population of
1,08,5649. according to 1961 census. The
percentage of the scheduled tribe to total popu-
lation of the tahsil is 8478 per cent. The
density of population is 254 persons per Sqg. Km.
The main tribes of this tahsil are the Dorla and
the Gond. The Dorla are numerically pre-
ponderant in the tahsil. ~They are settled
cultivators and use the plough for tillage. In
addition, they carry on business in timber which

" they transport to far off places by means of

river. They also collect minor forest produce to
supplement their income from cultivation and
business. i

POLITICAL HISTORY

The historical evidences show that Annam
Deo, the younger brother of Pratap Rudra Deo,
who was the chief of the Warangal Kakitiyas was



the founder of the erstwhile state of Bastar
about 1424—25 A. D. The capital of the state
was at Bastar, now a small village situated at
a distance of 12 miles from = Jagadalpur, the
present headquarters of the district established
at the time of Dalpat Deo in 1750.

During the reign of Darya Deo, the successor
of Dalpat Deo, there was & revolt by ' the Halbas,
but it was ruthlessly suppressed. About a
century later in 1876 the Murias rose in
revolt which was also keptin check by starn
measures. Being cut off from the rest of the
country the district was spared from the fre-
quént attacks by invading armies. .The Marathas
exercised only a nominal control over Bastar.
But at all times the ruling dynasties of Bastar
continued to dominate the area.

The first European who visited Bastar in 1795
"was captain Blunt. He had to return without
much exoloration because of the hostility ~of the
tribals, Captain Frenwick followed him in 1850.
In 1910 there was a large scale disorder in Bastar
wien the tribals started a wide spread rioting,
which was however, suppressed. :

STUDY VILLAGES

Kirindul

Kirindul, a small Muria village lies in the
foothills of the Bailadila hill ranges of Dantewara
Tahsil of Bastar district. Dantewara came on
the economic map of the country only a few
years back when the Bailadila mining complex
was established at Kirindul. Bailadila which
so far was providing only a background for the
myths and folk-lores of the primitive tribes of
the area is today the largest mechanized Iron-

Ore Mine in Asia.  The sound of the giant bore

drills and dumpers have broken the silence
of the locality, the stream of the fortune-
seckers Who have ftrickled into this .area
has swept the tribal communities off their feet
and tha confrontation which followed between
them and the immigrants has been devastative
to the tribal communities. The roads and the
railway line which have connected the village
with other parts of the country have broken the
physical and cultural isolation which the tribal
communities of this village were enjoying in
the pre-mining period. Our attempt is at
identifying the consequences of these develop-
ments in the life of the tribes of Kirindul.

Before we indicate them it is necessary to state
briefly about the village and the life and culture
of the tribal community inhabiting it.

permanent water-supply.

‘ central plinth and hut, the
% and the posterior kitchen garden. The roof s

Kirindul is so to say a homogeneous tribal
village inhabited by the Muria. The village
consists of 49 households (246 people) of which
5 households (16 people) are of the Scheduled
caste and caste Hindus and the remaining 44
households (230 people) are of the Muria tribe.

 Thevillage is located in the plain land on
the bank of a river called Kirindul. In selecting
3 site for habitation the Muiia look for natural
protection, suitable land for cultivation and
In addition, they also
resort to divination to obtain spiritual sanction
for settling down in the site selected by them.
This village fulfils all these conditions. Like all
other Muria villages in the district Kirindul  has
a number of shapeless clusters of hamlets called
Para. The Paras are named after the clan
heads. In this particular case there are ‘four
Paras situated at different places “within the
5 mile radius of the village boundary. The
Paras are called Patel ~Para, Nasiapara,
Pujampara .Manjarapara.  The houses in
each para are also scattered each having a
kitchen garden adjacent to it and a fence
around it. The village deities are installed in
between the Paras which are connected with
each other by foot-path.

Each house is divided into a number of

functional portions ; an interior courtyard, the -
lateral cattle shed

Wood and bamboo. The
of ‘bamboo plastered
hearth to

made of rafters of
walls are made of mats
with mud. Every house has a central
keep the room warm. The huts have no
windows. The exit for the smoke is the
open space left between the walls and the roof,
Each house has a temporary hut close to it and
the women of the house stay in it during
mensturation, Like other Muria villages, Kirindul,
has a guest house called Thanagudi which

- provides accommodation to the Government

servants during their visit to the village. In the
extreme east of the village lies the burial ground,
with flat stones erected in. memory of the
departed souls. At the outskirt of the village
stands the village shrine of the mother goddess,
under a Mahwa tree.

Economic life

The economic life of the Muria revolves
round three different activities, viz. agriculture
which is the principal source of livelihood,
collection of forest produce, and Wage earning’
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from agriculturel and mining labour which are
only subsidiary sources of living. A brief
account of these pursuits are prestnted pelow.

Agriculture

Land is as dear as life to the Muria. In this
connection interest lies more in possession -that
in-production. Formeily, there was 608 acres
of {&nd in this village. But it has peen reduced
to 350 acres of cultiveble land as a result of
acquisition of land for the purpcse of the mining
project.  Although ‘the Muiia received some
compensation frcm the Government for the land
they lost they were not satisfied. They could
not make best use of the money and spent it in
drinking end in unnecessary expenses. During
the study of this village it is found thet only
240 zcres (65 per cent) of the cultivable land
were under cultivation and the remaining 140
acres of land wes lying fellow.

The Muria grow paddy which is the principal
crop and some millets such as Kutki (Paniaum
Miticeum), Sikma (Paniaum milage), and Gatka
(Paniaum fraumentum) and maize. The
cropping peattern shows no change. The same
variety of paddy, millet and maize are grown
Year after year and no improved seed is used for
these crops. Their ¢ld food habits znd teste
for those crops which show no change explain

- _why the traditional cereals and pulses znd the

cropping pattern associated with them are being
continued. The Muia are fond of meize
which they eat by frying or by preparing a
gruel by mixing it with rice, millet and green
leaves. The preparation of rice mixed with
horsegram, maizé and pumpkin, is as much
delicious as any non-vegetarian food is.

The method of cultivation practised by the
Muria is very crude and primitive. They pay
some attention to the Bari land (kitchen garden)
in which they grew maize and vegetebles, by
way of epplying cowdung manure to the soil
and weeding and watering the plants if needed.

But they give little attention to the land in_

which they grow peddy &nd millets. In a
petfunctoiy manner. Naturally the yield frcm
such lands is much low.

A Muria family on an average get an
annuel income of Rs. 273-00 from agriculture.
This shows how much under developed the
agriculture practised by the  Muria is.
As the average family size in Kirindul " is
525, the per capita income from agriculture
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comes to Rs. 53, ‘which
than the ‘corresponding income for Bester as a
whole a decade back. Another reecson for the
poor yield is the denundation of the foiest end
the resultant soil ercsion, and failure of tmely
rain.  The Kirindul river was an important
-source of irrigation. But as its water was mine-
ralized and it was tendered useless for irrigation.
The tiver was the main source of water supgly for
bathing ¢nd drinking. But s its water was made
diity and polluted by the process of mining
operation. The river does not serve any purpose
of the people of Kirindul.

is fcur -times less

The averzge annual income of a household
in “Kirindul is Rs. 1,060:00. It varies {from
Rs. £0'C0 to more then Rs. 1,200:00. The
averege annuzl income per household of Kirindul
consists of Rs. 27300 from egriculture .
Rs. 1£0°00 from minor forest produce, Rs. 625'(C
from labour, (agricultural and mining), and
Rs. 1300 from - miscellaneous sources.- It
shows that wage earning hes been the primary -
source of living where. es the erstwhile major
occupation, viz,, agricuiture’ has been cne ‘of the
minor souices of livelihood in the wake of

“mining complex in the village.

In other words, the access tor mining l:bour
has demunetéd interest in agriculture. The .
Muria are very much. addicted to drinking and
one of the important reasons of homicide in
their society is alcoholism. A céese of hcmicide:
resulting from the drunkenness is given below:

In one occasion a men of Kirindul stabbed
his elder brother. At the time of the homicide
both were in drunken stege. The elder brcther
who lived in another village came to Kirindul
to visit his younger brother. When they met
each other they felt very happy and drank
together. At that time the elder brother
proposed to tske a cow from his younger
brother. At this = the younger brother got
furious end punched the belly of his elder
brother by means of a dagger. After cocmmitting
the murder he ran to the Kotwar and repoited
the matter. The Kotwar informed the police
who arrested the culprit and sent him to the
court which awaided punishment of 20 vears
of rigcrous imprisonment. i

Another - reason of hcmicide is black magic.
The person suspected to practise black magic
is done away with. A case cf homicide caused '
by bleck megic is g'ven below.



Kunkani Kati, .a -native of Kirindul had a
rothar whose son was a victim of black magic.
It was an act of fury for Kati who suspected
Mosa of the samsa village to have practised
black magic on his nephew. While, the dead
body of the victim was car:iied to the cremation
ground Kati got angry, ran with an sxe towards
Mosa and hacked him to dsath. The Kotwar
informed the police who arrested the culprit and
sent him to. the court which sentenced him for
two yaars of rigorous imprisonment.

As pointed out catlier the Murid® by nature
have little knack for carrying on agriculture in
the proper mannér. Their interest lies more in
the possassion of land and cattle in bulk and
not in thair development and -utilization. As the
Bailadila project has acquired a large extent of
land in thjs village, 18 families havebeen rendcred
landless and in the remaining 26 families the
- size of land holding has shrunk considerably.
Average s'ze of landholding per family is 7-44
acres the per capita landholding is only 1:67
acres. Formaily, they possessed much more
‘ than what they hold today. :

A case of transfer of land is presented below
showing under which circumstances it was done

and with what consequances. The local
officials  such as forest guards . were the
first to know about ths proposal of the

establishment of the mining project «t Kirindul.
Being clever enough they had purchased land
“from the tribal people haefore the mining complex
was installed and 'got them recorded in their
name. These lands fetched huge amount of
money to them as compensation when they
were acquired for the purpose of the mining
project. A typical case is given below.

The forest guard of the villege who belongs
to the Halba tribe purchased 4% acres of land
from Karti Pandru, a Muria of Kirindul at Rs. 300
and got the land registered in his name. After
a few years the rallway departmznt acquired
this land for constructing staff quarters and pzid
compensation of Rs. 7,000 to the forest guard.
The originzl owner of the land came to know-
about it and represented the matter to the
Collector.to get back his land but of no avail as
there was not legal lacunae in the transfer.

It has been stated eailier that ths yield from
the land has diminished for a variety of reasons
" of which the lack of interest in egriculture and

~the mining Iabour,

. serious.
the shrinkage of the land holding size are

most important. The loss of the agricultural -
income is not compensated by the income from
The analysis shows that
only 23'44 per cent of the “males and 1744 per
cent of females are in mining labour, and only

‘one man has been absotbed as Peon in the

Bailadila project. A man gsts & daily wage of

Rs. 200 to Rs. 2°50 and a woman gets Rs. 1'50

to Rs. 200 for labour either agiicultural or mining.
This explains why the economic condition
of the Muria in general is bad. The economic
shortcoming is reflected in the deficit of food
among them. The calculation of the food supply
shows that they face a deficit of food for 1563
days in a year. It is surprising to meet with
squalor and poverty in Kirindul into which both
enterprensaurcl skill and capital keep flowing for
a decads or so now, why is this saddest story of
the inhabitants of Kirindul which has come on
the map of National Mineral Development
Corporation of india as the largest mechanized
fron Ore ®ine in Asia ?. i

- Since its neighbouring village Kirindul presents
a subsistence economy. Dried maize continues
to be the primitive monay.. FForest was playing
an important pert in their life, minor forest
produce being exchanged for daily requirements
such as salt and cloth. But with the introduction
of mining complex the forest of the Bailzdila
hills was cut and cleared to drill and blast the
ore body and build the township for the
employees of the complex. Roots and shoots
which supplemented their food, bamboo and
bartk which provided them with shelter and

_comfott are considerably depleted in the process

of clearing and levelling the area for mining
purposes, The growth of  populstion, deépletion
of forest resources, acquisition of the cultivable
lands and poliution of drinking water and sudden
confrontation with the numberless immigrants
are emong the most impo:itant causes of their

povetty and discentent.

The infiltration of the outsiders. in thousands
to Bailadila led to illeagal sexuzal union .between
the immigrants and local tribal  women.
Hundreds of t:ibzl gitls were reduced by the
newcomers and were led astray. ThoSe who
gave birth to illegitimate children were thrown’
out of their society, and a fondling home was
necesszry to rehabilitate such wcemen, and their
children.  Thus the problem  became very
The - district - administration stepped
forward to control ~ such illegal unions, took
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action against the culprits, settled marriages
wherever possible between persons involved in
such unions. :

The authorities conducted intensive investiga-
tions about this matter in the township of
Bailadila and brought the detected ceses to the
tribal circuit councils for final settlements. The
significant outcome of this administrative efforts
was mass matriages between the tribal girls and
the non-tribals which were peiformed in the
Vedic way in the presence of the tribel council
and were simultanecusly  registered
registration office specially set up  in the circuit
camps.

One gets an impression’ that the non-tribals
are the mischief mongers end the tribals are
innocent, the non-tribals seduced the tribal
girls who could not resist such temptations
owing to their simplicity and economic backwar-
dness. But the analysis of the situation shows
that the newcomers who came to Bailadila
leaving their families at home found the young

‘tribal gidds readily agreeable to serve them .in

their domestic works. In a few days intimate
relationship was established between them.
Money and luxurious goods like modern dress
and cosmetics Which the mining society placed
within easy reach of the tribal women, accela-

_rated such intimacy leading to sexual union. Thus

the tribal girls who were abpointed 8s maid-
servants became bed mates, Some of the tribal
girls who were already married preferred the new-.
comers to their tribal husbands as their life
companions, because the former satisfied their
craving for cosmetics, modern dresses,” monetary

needs and the. urpan comforts and pleasure. -

An interesting case of this natures is cited below.

A married Muria girl-was the ~maid servant in
the house of a worker of the NMDC at Bailadila.
She was getting Rs. 30 per month besides free
food .and clothes from 'her employer. - Ina few
days sexual intimacy was developed between
them and to please her master she changed her
tribal dress and doned herself in the modern
dress which consisted of a petty coat, breast
tight, blouse and nylon saree.. She undid the
tribal style of hair bun and wore her hair long.
As she was drawn more towards the urban way
of life she started hating her tribal husband.
During our visit to Kirindul we interviewed her
to know something about her life. What was

in the

- Kirindul

her opinion about her tribal husband is quoted
below: — . .

“He is a tribal ' boy and looks ugly. My parents
got me married to him when | was a minor and
wss not in a position to decide for myself whicn
is good and which is bad,

I do not like to live with a man who is
uncivilised. | want to lead an independent life.
Moreover, he do not earn anything as | do and
only wonders about in the forest like a beest.
He wants to share my income which | earn by
the sweat of my brow. He drinks and it is no
surpiise that he will spend all my money in
drinking if | live with him "

Tihere are many tribal gitls of her type at
who are in the grip of the urban
influence and who expressed strong distaste for
tribsl way of life. All those observations in
Kirindu! cropped up three questions. Why did not
the local Murias exploit the opportunities of
employment in the mining project as the out-
siders did ? Are all the evils which caused
moral .and soeial degradation the inevitable
consequences of confrontation and ‘industriali-
sation ? If so, is it possible to check and control
them by ~ proper social engineering and
planning ?

The tribal mining or industrial labour is found
in two types of situations : (1) Where the tribes
have left there original habitation and have come
down to far-away mining or industrial centres
located ‘in the non-tribal or tribal areas, and
(2) Where the mineral deposits are located in
the tribal areas and the local tribal people are
involved in and influenced by the process of
exploitation of these deposits. Kirindul conforms
to the second type of situation. The mining

‘eperation is taking place right in their door

step. But we find limited participation of the
local tribal people in the mining system.
Formerly, the ‘Muria were living in‘a world of
their own. Now a new world, that of the mining
complex, is added to their old one.- The existing
situation is such that they are not full members

_of either. The new world has. encroached upon

the economic, sccial, religious and aesthetic
aspects of their life. They have been trying to
zdjust themselves to this encroachment. For
instance, some of the non-tribals working in the
mining complex have kept cows and buffaloes to
get their cwn requirements of milk. The Muria
women supply grass for their cows. They also
supply firewood to these &nd earn something
from these sources. In many housss the Muria
girls are serving as water carriers. These are
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some of the fringe benefits which the Muria are
deriving. It must be noted that the contact
which tive Muria have with this new world is not
with its technology but with the new comers who

‘operate this technology. The reason for this

selective contact is very simple. The nature of
sarvices which they render in the families of the
immigrants is easier for them to do whereas the
nature of the works which the mining technology
requires of them is technical expertise which they
lack.. This explains whan they find it difficult to-

. participate in the mining operation. Nevertheless,

they are unde'going a process of alienation from
their tribal world by the very existence of the
mining complex in their own village. But owing
to their primitive condition and lack of technolo-
gical knowledge the extent of alienation is not
such- as would allow them to become completely
ntegrated in the mining system. This dual
membership which represents half of their mind
in their own world and the other half in that of
the mining complex—has been generating mental
unrest and tension resulting in serious consequence
for their commitment to either of the worlds. They
are in a fix and their life is undergoing a crisis
of choice and values.

Any establishment of mining or industrial
enterprises offers certain new opportunities to
the tribal people. These opportunities lie outside
their social and cultural system. Any participation
of the tribal people in taking advantage of these
opportunities require a preparedness in knowledge
and psychology so that they draw themselves out
of thsir system and get themselves integrated in
the new systam without much stress and
resistance. :

The Kirindul example shows that some people
exploit the oppottunities and others have come
to. Kirindul from very far away off places to work
in the mines whereas the Muria of the locality
continue to practise the primitive agriculture and
have no substantial participation in the mining
complex. The observation of the nature of work
which the tribal people do in the mining setting
suggests that there is selectivity in regard to the
exploitation of opportunities, viz. a particular
ethnic unit likes to exploit a patticular opportunity
and other ethnic unit another type of opportunity.
For instance, the float ore pebbles are found in
abundance in the Bailadila area. The local Muria
evince a great interest in manual mining and
collecting them 'and transporting them to the’
weighing yard. The work of manual mining and
picking is in keeping with thsir past experience

and when they find that it has the prospect of
substantial income from this source they exploit
this opportunity on a co-operative basis. '

The. co-oparative organisation .by means of
which they exploit the opportunity of manual
mining of float ore is an essential part of their
cultural milieu and social system. - They accomp-
tish most of their economic activities by cc-opera=
tive means.” For example, if anyone in a Muria
village needs labourers to do some work in his
field he informs it in the village meeting. On the
appointed day the villagers get together and
report in the field of person who necdad them.
In return for their labour the .man gives @ geat
which they use in a common feast and share the
food. The general pattern is of work in the
ttibal communities is that particular ethnic
communities exploit selected opportunities and
this ‘selection is baséed on thsir past experience
and social and cultural system. It implies there-
fore that not all social institutions of a particular
cultural milieu and social system are functional
te the effective participation of the tribal
communities of that system in the mining settingd.
Certain institutions are dysfunctional and certain
other institutions are non-functional so far as
their participation in the mining activities are
considered. Therefore before commissioning any
mining or industrial project in any tribal area a
knowledge about the ethnic composition, socio-
economic characteristics of the ethnic units inhabi-
ting the area and the functional implications of the
various institutions of these tribal social systems
is.pre-requisite, because on this the formuletion
of policies on a sound basis and planning
strategies for commitment of the tribal communites
to the mining or industrial discipline depend.

BANDA

Banda is situated at a distance of 178 Kms,
from Jagadalpur, the district head quarters and
10 kms. from Konta, the Tahsil headquarters. It is
situated out of the way place in the thick forest
of Konta Tahsil and is difficult of access. The
Kacha forest road ‘which connects it with Konta
town is cut at several places by the hill streams
making it useless for any vehicular trafic in rainy
season. : '

There are 45 households of which 40 house-

_holds belong to the Dorla tribe, two of Lohars

who are regarded as tribal communities in Bastar
and one of Gond tribe and the remaining two
households are of the village level worker and
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the forest guard. The total population of the
village is 212 of which 192 are tribals and the
remaining 20 are pon-tribals.

The Village has two clusters of households
one on either side of the hill stream which is the
masin source of water supply for the viliage.
Each house has its own compound which is
fenced all round and is constructed with the
materials, such as stone and timber which are
locally available. The houses are thatched with
grass.

Though Banda is situated in the dense reserve
forest, it is a revenue village and not a forest
village. 1t means that it is directly under the
control of the revenue deperiment not forest
department which has jurisdiction over the forest
villages. The main occupztion of the Dorla of the
village is agriculture, in the sense that more
people are employcd in this occupation. But the
income from the forest labour and business in
charcoal is more than that from agriculture, The
average annual income of a family from egri-
culture is Rs. 262/ where as it is Rs. 373/ from-
forest labour. The average family size among
tha Dorla of Banda is & and the per capita annual
income is Rs. 180/.

The extent of land which is in the possession
of the Dorla is 216 acres of which only 153
acres, that is, 76 per cent are under cultivation.
Per acre average gross yields of paddy is as low
as 114 kgs. The low vield is due to the primitive
method of cultivation and little attention paid to
the land for its improvement. :

The Dorla supplement their income from land
by working in forest labour and construction of
roads. There are many chercoal kilns in and
around the village and the Dorla find employ-
ment as daily labourers in these Kilns. Those
who haVe carts get chance to transport charccal
toKonia and for cartage each trip they earn
Rs. 10/. Though the villags is situated in the
thick forest, the people do not earn much fiom
the forest produce and business in timper, The
average anndal income of a femily from the
forest produce is only Rs. 58/ and from other
sou ces concerning foresi labour, business in
fuel, etc, Rs. 150/. The income from all the
primary and secondary sectors is inadequate to

meet the required amount of food.
The analysis of the food supply
shows a great food gap. In a year the people

face the deficit of food for 144 days. The
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results of this food gap is malnutrition, reduced
diseased resistance, end retarded growth and-
low werk habits. : :

The stringent forest rules which have restri-
cted the freedom of the tribels of Banda overforest
have cut down their food supply and affected their
whole life and culture o a large extent. The
forest had a centicl place in the life of the
tribals. 1t not only provided myths and legends
which enriched their aesthetic life, but also
fruits. roots, tubers and leaves which enriched their
nutritive content of their diete. They used to hunt
animals freely in the forest and met their protein
requirements. The hill streams zlso provided
them with fish which is one of their most
favourable tem of food. They tapped toddy from
the palmyra trees end brew their own liquor
from the mohwa flower which the forest provided
to them in abundance. The forest provided
grazing ground for their caitle and timber which
is necessary for the construction of their houses.
The tribals were -at liberty to collect {forest
produce such as wax, nux vomica, tamarind,
marking nuts and honey which fetched them
money with which to buy their daily necessities.
Thus we find that the forest satisfied the pasic
needs of food, drink, and shelter, and therefore
there was no cause of anxiety and unrest.

But with the impositicn of the new forest
policy the rights of the tribals in forest have been
reduced to mere concessions only. -

Under the present legal restrictions they
can not draw znything frem the forest either for
home consumption or for commercial purpose
without taking permission of the forest autho-
rities and payment of royalties, As there are
restrictions in regard to the number "and size of
the timber the tribals can no longer indiscri-
minately cut them of meet their requirements.
Even the number of cattle that a tribal - family
may freely graze in the forest is restricted, it
has made it very difficult for the tribals to keep
a large number of cattle to which they are habi-
tuated. The tribals find it very difficult to under-
stand the utilitarian aspects of these regulations
and as they ara in the midst of the forest which
is vitally linked with all-aspects of their life they
ate unable to observe these restrictions. we
have several cases of breach of the forest rules
by the tribes of Banda for which they were
severely punished by the forest authorities. A
situation of this nature in which the tribals have
to exploit the forest therepy committing offence



ard the forest authorities have to protect the
national wealth as per rules, has led to conflict
between the tribals and forest authoritiss and
loss of life and property on both sides.

NAKULNAR

Nakulnar is situated ar a distance of 25 Kims,
‘from the tchsil headquarters at Dzntewara.
The village is divided into two ssttlements—
Murizpara of 53 Muria households of 421 people
and Thekurpara of 27 non-tribal households of
130 people  The Muria constitute 764 per cent
ard the non-tribal people of which the Thakurs
are numerically prepgnderant constitute 235 por
cent of the total population of the village. =

" The Muriepara is hemogeneous wheresas
the Thakurpara is heterogeneous, having the
Thakurs as the dominent caste and the Barber,
the Malba, the Muslim, the Kalar and the Brahmin
as minoyr castes. Tns Thakurs migrated from
sutside the state and selected . in this village to
carry on business and trade in forest produce
and, timber. In cowsé of their stay they
acquired land in the villegé and aiso in the
neighbouring vileges by purchese and recla-
mation of waste land and took to cgriculture
in addition to business. They expanded thair
landed property by alienating land from the
tribals of the village. A case showing hcw the
land belonging to the Muria has passed on to
the hands of the Thakurs is dgiven below.

25 vyears back one Shaik Abeeb of Kutru
village of Bijapur Tahsil came to Nakulnar to
canty on business in forest produce. During
his stay in the village he requested the villege
headman to give him some land to cultivate.
The village hezdman gave him 12 acres of land
which he cultivated for 10 years.  Shaik Abeeb
manzged to get the land recorded in his name
in conpivance with the village Patwari:

After soms years Shaik Abzeb had to leave
the village and go to his native place.
He surrendcred the land to the village headman
who started cu'tivating the land, and during
the land survey and settlement which followed
he got the land recorded in his name.

Meznwhile, Shaik Abaeb came to know
about the land survey and settlement and
visited the village. He contacted Devananda
Singh,: a Thakur  of the village and sold him
the land &t Rs. 800 on the strength of the old
patta which was issued to him by thz village
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Patwari.  Devananda Singh paid Rs. 500 to
Shaik Abeeb at the time of the negotiation and
told him to pay the balance of Rs. 300 at-the
time of registration. The village headman came
to know ebout this transaction and represented
the matter in the ¢ourt of the Collector who
gave decree in favour of the village headman.

The village . headman was in cultiveting
possession of the land.. But Devananda Singh .
threatened him that he had purchased the land
from Shaik Abzeb and the land belonged to him.
In case he encroached up on his land he woulid
be short dsad. Being afraid of Devananda
Singh the village headman could not cultivats
the land and thz land is now undsr the culti-

“vation of Devananda Singh.

Of the total cultivable land of 150121 acres
the tribal people possess 1285947 acres and
the. non-tribal people. 24174 acres. During
our study of the village it is found that 47°81
per cent of the land owned by the tribal people
and 6749 per cent of the iand owned by the
Thakurs were lying fallow. The reason for
this in the case of the iribal people was their
poverty nnd lack of necessary tools and
materials required for cultivation. But in the
case of Thakurs they are . not as much interested
in developing their lend as they ate in improving
businéss &nd trade, and therefore they do not
bothér much to put all the land they have under
cultivation. :

. Of the 58 Muria families, 12 families (2069
per cent) are landless and they eke out their
living by wage earning. 37 families have land
which vzries from 10 acres to 20 acres and
above, and the remaining 9 families own 1 acre
to less than 10 &acres of land. Though the
majotity of the Muria ate large land owners
and per capita land holding wotks out at
305 acres, but their economic condition is not
good. It shows that mere holdirg of land in
bulk does not provide sufficient incentive for
improving egriculturel practice. - Facilities such
as water for imigation, money for puchasing
fertiliser, and pesticids. and the technical help
must be available to the tribal peopls in time to
improve thejr agriculture. But what is most
nesded is a change in their cultural  hzritage
and habit which are a hindrance to  the

: application of intensive efforts to their egricultural

.agtivities.

That the agriculture is unde'developed is
evident from the low yield from the land. The
Muria gst on an average 104141 Kgs. of paddy



per acre of land. The yield is clso low in the
case of cereals and millets.  The other sources
of income which supplement the income from
land are agricultural- labour and forest produce.
But the income from the primary and also from
the secondary sectors are so meagre that in
terms of cash the annual income of a family
does not exceed Rs. 1,100/-. The per capita
average annual income comes to Rs. 154 pp.
As a result, the Muria suffer from great scarcyty
of food. Our calculation shows that the Muria

of Nakulnar find deficit of food for 175 ‘days
in a year. The shortage and deficiency of food
is reflected in their malnutrition, low work

habits and heavy indebtedness.

THE RULER AND THE TRIBES OF BASTAR
Before meréer in the Indian Republic on
1st January 1948 Bastar was a Native state ruled
by the royal family of Kakatiya dynasty which
claims its origin from Warangal, now a district of
Andhra Pradesh.
Madhya Pradesh covering 39,171 Sq. Km. as
its area. It is the third largest district in the
country and is little bigger than Kerala State.

Bastar

the total populction of the district. The scheduled
tribes. which are numerically important  are:

Muria (310,675),  Gond (235,265),  Maria
(104,801), 'Bhattra (77,226), Halba (40.168).
Dhurwa (36,5699) and Dorla (21,382). As the

tribes of Bastar are varied culturally and are
in different stages of socio-economic develop-
ment it would be appropriate to briefly -describe
those which are important among them.

The Hill Maria : They live in the Abujmar
mountains, the terraincognita of Bastar “district.
The region extends over three Tahsils—Narayan-
put, Bijapur and Dantewera. Owing to -the
inaccessibility of the hebitat -the Hill Maria are
least influenced by the outside world and have
retained most of their religious and cultural insti-
tutions. They cultivate the hilis with- the axe and
their villages are shifting in nature. The Hill
Maria are the most primitive and wild tribe of
the district, and are not under any Government
control except their own. They are honest,
generous, cheerful and contended. They are onal
and faithful to the Ra;a of Bastar.

The Bison—Horn Matria : They live south of
the Indrawati river in Dantewara, Konta, Jagdal-
pur and Bijapur Tahsils. They-are called as such
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It is the biggest district of

is the epitome of a variety of tribal ~ -
communities, Which ‘constitute 722 per cent of

because of the Characteristic. headdress of bison-
horns which they use during their dance. Their
mainstay is shlftlng cultivation. The incidence
of murder end sulclde is vety high among the
Bison-horn Maria. Eiwin heas repoited that there
were 106 ceses of murder and 53 cases of suicide
in 1964. He also found out & sezsonal variation
in Maria murder and suicide. For murder he
found a definite increzse in the hottest months
of the year, that'is, April and May, and also in
September and October which are equally hot and
enérvating. - Inthe casc of the suicide he observed
that a ‘large number of suicide takes place in
July and August which = are filled with heavy and -
strenuous field' works and'are the months of acute
food scarcity. :

The Muria : The Muria of the dlst.zct can bc
divided into three groups. (1) Raja. Muria or
Jagadalpur Muria whose habitat extends beyond
Bhanpuri in the north, Chitrékoot waterfalls in
the west, Darbha in the south: and upto the
Orissa berder from Jagadalpur < in the esst.
(2) Jhoria Mutia who are probably Hill Marias
settled in the plains and live mixed with the
Maria. (3) The Ghotul Muria whose tract is
_confined to Narayanpur and Kondagaon Tahsils.
These Muiias are distinguished from the other
two divisions by their Ghotul system, that is, the
dormitory for the young unmaried boys and
girls who spend the night together there and
learn the civic virtues, hospitality and traditions
and customs of their.community. The Ghotul is
the training centre which imparts instructions
in sex, ethos, mores and traditions of. their
community. It has an important role to play in
perpetuating the diacritical marks of the commu-
nity and its cultural identity.

These tribes of Bestar have a strong cephalous
political structure of which the ruler of Bastar,
‘who is also the chief priest of @ goddess
Danteswari, the presiding deity of the tribes, is
regarded as the political head. At the lowest
level each village has a panchayat which consists
of a group of cfficials. The secular head of the
panchayat is called Pedda who has an zssistant
headman called Pina Pedda or Kandko. There
is a commander who is known as Kotwar. He

_ assists the headmen in discharging their duties.

The officials also include Bhumgaita or the chief
priest, or Waddey and Sitha or the medicine
man. :

The posts of these officials are hereditary and
the rule of primogeniture operates in succession.
In case the posts of the headmen and the priest



which the parties concerned obey.

~ headmen.

fall vacant by death -and there is no heir to
succeed,” the community choses from their

- respective * families the right persons having

special knowiedge and competence to hold such
posts.. The headman hears disputes among . the
villagers and decides them in consultation with
the elders of the village and gives judgments

Towards the remuneration for his sevice the
village headman enjoys some land rent-free in
addition to 1/6th of the land revenus collected
from the village. The Kotwar who assists: the
headman in collecting the revenue also enjoys
some land rent-free besides the Pay of Rs.45/-
per mensum. He Keeps the records of births
and deaths which occur in his village and reports
the same to the police. The ariest of the

village is responsiple to propitiate the village

" donations-

inform the village headmen about all information
received from the administrative headquarters,
represent the grievances of the people of his
Pargana to the ruler of Bastar. Beside these
secular " duties, the Manjhi peiforms many
religious activities.
from the villages = within his
jurisdiction for the performance of the
Dashara festival every year at Jagadalpur and
gives the amount to the managing committee
of this festival.. The Manjhis of the different
Parganas constitute this committee and render

all assistance to the ruler of Bastar in the celebra-

tion Of this festival.

A short

festival is given below as it is the most important
festival obsetved jointly by the tribal people and

the -ruler
{ribe-ruler

deties and presides over all festivals held in the

village. The medicine man is expected to drive
away the evil spirits and keep off the diseases
which are caused by their spitits and keep the
villagzrs physically fit. .

On the whole the village panchayat performs
administrative, legislative, judicial and religicus
functions. ‘In the past the village panchayat
was morg effestive in its astivities. But owing
to the impact of the modern times and change
in adminisirative set "up
democratic decentralisation, the traditional village
panchayat has been weakaned and many of its
functions have been minimised to a large
extent. The authotity which the willage

panchayat used to exercise in civil as well as in

criminal matters during the feudal order has been
the cause of discontent among the tribal
communities, iz

The next higher organisation is the Pargana

‘Panchayat. Each Pargana consisis of a group
.of villages ranging from 5 to 10  villages
depending upon the size of the villages. It was

* the next higher administrative unit during the

erst while Bastar State. Each Pargana panchayat
consists of a Manjhi who is the chicf of the Par-
gana and the headman of the villages which form
a pargana.
helps him in discharging his duties.

The Manjhi is responsible for levying and
collecting land revenue from the villages included
in his jurisdiction through the help of the village
The other duties which the Manjhi
performs are to 'midintain law and order in.his
Pargana, provide food and accommodation to
the officers during their tour in his Pargana.

from feudalism .to

of Bester, The _festival reveals the
relitionship. and in what depth this
intimacy between them exists. :

Dashara festival in Bastar: A new chariot of
wood is requirad in this fastival. This chariot is
made By the tribes of Jamnar . and . Boarwar
villages. The woods which are required for the
construction of the chariot are supplied by the

-tribes of Kachanapati and Amdapati villages. The

from the month of July that is

woods. to Jagadalpur
three months
before the festival which takes place in the
month of October. As soon as the woods are
available, the tribes start building the cheariot, the
ruler of Bastar provides ration to the tribes
who supply the wood and. construct the

tribes start bringing the

chariot.

The Manjhi has an assistant who

“ding them with food and shalter,

The Manjhis 'raise - donations  from  their
respecltive parganas. Each village contributes
one goat, one pig, Rs. 2—10 in cash, and 10 kgs.
of rice. The Manjhi offers 1th of this contribution
to the Mata-Devata, the Pargana goddess and -
gives over the remaining $th of the donation to the
managing: committee of ‘the festival The
Committee is constituted by a few selected
Manjhis. But all Manjhis get chance in rotation
to be the members of the committee. As the
work starts three months in advance ‘and the
tibes from different villages start coming to
Jagadalpur much in advance of the festival, the
Manjhis form the committee three months in
advance and look after the preliminary works and
take care of the visiting tribes by way of provi-
The members
of the committee kept the ruler informed of the
progress of work, and the amount contributed by

the tribes of different Parganas and any diffi- -

cul'tigs faced by them,
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He has to raiss “substantial

account of .this-



o~

The festival lasts for 16 days:

On the first day of the festival two unmarried
tiibal gitls lying cn the throwns give to the
ruler two garlands of flower which is symbolic
of awarding divine sanction to the ruler to go
ahead with the festival.

From. the next day for 9 days a tribel
mendicant cbsctves fast and meditates &t the
temple called Seerasara at Jegadelpur,” Fiom
the following day for 7 days the ruler visits
the goddess Danteswari at the gate of the fot
of Jagadalpur znd brings out the umibrella which
ado!ns the gcddess and with it sits on the
chariot. The tribes &ssembled there, pull the
chariot and circumambulate the religious places
of the town &nd returns to the temple of
Danteswari where the iuler élights fiom the

chariot with the divine umbrella and replaces

it in its original plece in the
procedure is repeated
following 7 days.

temple. This
eveiyday for  the

Danteswari &t
from Jagadalpur.

There is another temple of
Dantewara, Which. is 85 Km.

The tribes of Dantewara tahsil reach Jagadalpur

on the 10th day of the festival with the divine
umbrella of Danteswari of Dentewara. They
come all the way by walking and it takes them
three days to cover the distance. As soon &s
the teem carnying the palanquin in which the
divine umbrella is laid, reaches the Hanuman
gate &t the cutskirt of Jagedalpur town the, ruler
who waits there offers prayer to the umbrella

which symbolizes the Danteswari of Dantewara
and carries the Palanquin. Others who cariy the
Palanquin with the ruler are the priests cof the
ruler end two Manjhis of Jagedalpur and
neighbouring parganas. On reaching the temple
of Danteswatri of Jagedalpur the tuler tekes out
the umbrella frem the palanquin and instels
it in the temple. The umbrella of the presiding
deities of different paiganas which are biought
this day by the tribes to Jagedalpur are also
kept by the side of the two main
of DanTGSWaH of Jegadalpur end Dantewata

Next ddy the ruler fixes the umbrella of
Danteswari of Dantewara on an altar upon
the back of an elephant and install the umbrella
of Danteswari of Jegadalpur in the cheriot
and sits by its side. Then the assembled tribes,
police and other officials salute the ruler end
the umbrellas.  Thereafter the elephant moves
forward and the tribes follow it with the chariot.

They visit different temples and the religious -
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"the sacted alter

umbrellas

centres in the town &nd pay hcmage to the
presiding deities in such places. Then the
procession retuitns to the Danteswari temple
where the ruler zlights from the cheriot with
the umbrella and carries both the umbrcllas
into the templé &nd instals them on the altar
prepared for that putpose.

Next day the ruler holding the two umbrellés
goes in a procession to a village called Kundakot
which is at a distance of 13 miles from Jaga-
dalpur, end instels them in the chariot which
was pulled to this village by the tribals of Kilpal
villcge the previous night. The ruler sits by
the side of the umbielles. - After offering salute
znd homage to the ruler and the umbrellas the
tiibes assembled there pull the cheriot and bting
it to the Dantesweri temple of Jegadalpur. On
jeaching the temple the ruler alights from the
chariot with the umbrellas and places them on
in the temple. = Therezfter,
the ruler walks to his pelace and the tribals
follow him. The ruler and tribals obseive
together &t the pe'ace the new rice eating
ceremony (Nuakhia). The people-cli cver Bestar -
observe this ceremony an this day.

Next day ihe darbar of the tiibes is held in
the palace. The ruler presides over the darbar
znd the assembled tribes offer presents in cesh
ard kind to the ruler. The tribals put foiward
their grievances to the ruler who attends to
them and devise steps to redress them. He
tekes many policy decisions regarding the
administration of the. state end the rules and
regulaticns of land and forest in consultation
with the Menihis and the ccmmon tiibes
and passes necessaly orders to execute them
prcperly. In this occasion the ruler bestows
rew turbens on the Manjhis in reccgniticn of
their Manjhiship &nd wish them a prosperous.

_znd happy life.

The following dey the tiibals teke back the
umbrellas of presiding deities of their respective
Pargenes and leave Jegedelpur fcr  their
respective villages. On the seme dey the ruler
also mekes necessaiy enengements for the
retuin journey of the tribals of Dentewara.
After a small cetemony held at the Denteswari
temple the ruler hends them over the umbrella
of Denteswati  e¢rd gives them a ceremonial
send off. The paiting is emctionel and pcthetlc
The ruler gives the teem Rs. 100 in cash, 1%
putis of tice and 3 goats towards their food
during their three day journey to Dantewara.



The Dashara festival reveals that thas rular-
triba relationship was pot only administrative:
but it was also mythiz, sym%olic and ritualistic.
~ The relationship betwsen the ruler and tha

tribas .is most intimate and close. Anoather
feuture of the tribs-ruler relationship is the
institution of Manjhiship which is will esta-
blish>d in th: political organisation of ths
tribes of Bastar undar th: patronagz of the
foudal ordar.  Ths
only a ritual activity of the tribss and the
ruler of Bastar, but it sorves also as a
political activity of both parties, th: ruler and
the ruled. It offers the opportunity to ths
tribss to- pay their homage to the ruler as
the chief priest of Danteswari who is th2ir supreme
deity and at the sam2 tim2 reinforces and
stabilises the institution of Manjhiship of which
the ruler is th: political head.

Bastar was - more or less pzacefu! during
the feudal regims except, of course, occasional
tribal uprising. as a result of rivalry disputes

and quarrels between the claimants to the
rulership. in 1886 there was a tribal revolt
of this nature and the than Raja Bhairam

Deo was dsposed and the State passed into

the British hands in 1891. Thereafter the
situation in Bastar want from bad to worss.
The British India police rules, the criminal

and civil procedures which dispensed with

the traditional village panchayat courts, the
laws of evidance and limitation, -~ abnoxious
forest laws, rack-renting of th2 non-tibal

intermediaries and other corrupt and tyrannical,
practices. were galling and termenting to the
tribal communities. As this distressing condi-
tion went on unchecked and tha authorities
paid no heed to redrass the grievances the
discontent of the tribal communities. which
was smouldering took a serious tu-n resulting
in wide spread tribal rebzllion in 1911. Tha2
typical way by which the appeals of the tribal
lead=rs were communicated to svety look and
corner of Baster was by mazans of circulating
chillies, bows and arrows, 'spaars and mango-
branches among the fellow tribesmen. The
devastations which. were caused to the life
and proporty of the tribals and th2 acts of
rape and abduction .which ware committed
by the troops during the 1911 rebslliion are
still fresh. in the memory of the old Sirdars,
and Palebos of many Ghotuls and the Manjhis
of many Parganas.

Dashara festival, is not -

Tne last ruler of Bastér was Pravin'Chandra
Bhanja Deo who was installed as the ruling

chief of the State in 1947 when he was
hardly eighteen. He was as dear as life to
the tribes because he wzis the hereditary

ruler of an ancient royal family, the chief
priest of th: Danteswari, the presiding deity
of both the tribes and the ruling family
and the source of financial help which -he
extended to the tribals in the most Iibarai
mannear. He used to adorn himself with orange
robes, put on vermilion in his forehead, and
have flowing hair and an impressive look.
The fribes treated him as a sadhu or hermit
and were full of admiration for his practices
of squandaring to his tribal followers hundred
rupee currency notes. -

As other. princely states were. integrated in
the Indian Union after independence Bastar
mat with the same fate. Pravin Chandra had to
merge his state in the Indian Union on 1st
January 1948 and the sams: year it became

ons of the districts of Madhya Pradesh.
After he lost his kingdom and royal power Pravin
Chandra naturally felt most unhappy and

regretted the marger to which he.thought he
thoughtlessly consented. Being the high priest
of Danteswari who is the sugreme daity of.
the rovyal. family and the tribss of Bastar, and
respected and honoured by miliions. of tribal
followers as their divine king Pravin Chandra
planned to avail himself of every opportunity
to his advantage by utilising his relationship
with them. '

He started his agitation against the Govern-
ment and his solicited the support of the '
tribals in his favour. He threatened to take

. away Danteswari and leave Bestar unless the
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tribals put their fight against the Governmsant
for the restoration of his State and power,
His inflamatory speeches aroused the flagging
interest’ of the highly emotional tiibes who
turned Bastar into a rising giant.

To annul all efforts of Pravin Chandra and
in order to wean the tribes away from his
influence, the Government introduced the
Adimajativa and Pargana Panchayats in Bastar
in parallel to the traditional village panchayats
and Manjhi system. Under the provisions of
Chapter VI of the C.P. and Berar Panchayats
Act, 1948, the Government of Madhya Pradesh
was  empowered to. establish  Adimajatiya
Panchayat for a village or group of villages.



Such a Panchayat is composed of elected
panchas and a Sarpanch nominated by the
Government. The Collector of Bastar is autho-
rised to remove a Sarpanch or a panch for
corruption, neglect of duty, continued absence
from meetings, moral turpitude and may appoint
the successcr of the person so removed.

The Adimajativa Panchayats are empowered
‘to exercise such criminal and civil jurisdiction
as may be prescribed by the State Government.
An Adimajativa Panchayat has power to try
and determine suit not exceeding Rs. 50°00
in value. It may impose a fine not exceeding
Rs. 25 in - criminal cases. Any decision of the
Adimajatiya Panchayat is appealable to the
Pargena Panchayat which is constituted ‘under
this Act.

A Pargana Panchayat is constituted for a
group of Adimajatiya Panchayats. It consists of
a Sarpanch and four panchas who are all
nominated by the State  Government, The order .
passed by the Pargana Panchayat on. any appeal
against the decision ' of an Adimajatiya panchayat
shall not be appealable but a revision applicaticn
could be filed to the Collector and decision
thereon shall be final. :

At the time of research there were 1,015
Adimajatiya  Panchayats and 214 Pargana
Panchayats functioning in Bastar. Although the
Panchayats eare in the field for more than a
decede, now they have failed to enlist the
co-operation of the tribal people. A few
important rezsons for this have been listed
below, :

1. The tribal people had ‘in each village
their traditional councils which were active and
functioning well.  The introduction of the
Adimajatiya Panchayat at the village level by
the Government was a threct to the old political
institution of the village and the tribal pecple -
immediately sensed that the. introduction of the
Adimajatiya Panchayat was meant to supplant

their village council. They resented this act of
the Government.
2. The ftraditional village council ‘was

composed of members belenging to the tribal
communities, Naturally it served best to
preseive the tribal customs &nd - values. But
in Adimajatiya Panchayats the non-tribals also
bacame the members particularly in the villages
which are ethnically heterogeneous. In some
cases the non-tribals beceme the Sarpanchs
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. Panchayat they may not

of such Panchayats. This arrangement curtailed

the chances of referring ‘any case to the Pancha-
yat by the tribals. :
3. The traditional council consists of both

secular and sacred headmen of the village,
whom the tribal people follow in all matters
because of their knowledge about the tribal
life and culture and the role which they play in
their socio-religious life. | But in the Adimajatiya
have any position.

Therefore, no regard for such

panchayats.

they have

4. The treditional council is being headed by
the village heedman who presides over the
meetings and conducts all business of the
meeting and preclaims the final judgements in
any dispute. But in the new Panchayat, the
Government could riot nominate the headman, as
he is a Government servant. Hence the head-
man looks to the new panchayat with contempt,

5. The Government have prescribed a lengthy
and complicated procedure to be followed by
the new panchayat besides charging a fee for
filing any complaint in the panchayat for
adjudication. The tribal people look upon these
practices as queer and strange.

6. The tribal people have no say in the
matter of selection of members of - the
Adimajatiya ‘Panchayat. Naturally in many
cases the members of which .constitute . the
panchayat may not be of their choice, because
they are selected according to the choice of the
Government, and the critetia of selection
followed by the Government are not the same
as those of the tribal people. Naturally the
participation of the tribal people in the new
panchayat is handicapped.

7. Last but not the least in any sense is
that the traditional council imposes fine in kind
which is utilised by the village community in a
feast. But the new panchayat levies fine in
case Which is deposited in the office of the
Tahsil. It gives an impression to the tribal
people that the new -political system - is more
beneficial to the Government than to themselves.

Under these circumtances the tribal pecrles
feel that the Adimajatiya panchayat has peen
designed to supplant their traditional village
councils rather than supplement them. Hence

-they evince no interest in the new panchayat.

It is no exaggeration to say that the tribal people
have referred not even a single cese to the new



_panchayat any where in the study villages. Our

discussions with the panchayat officials at the
district level reveals that the same trend exists
throughout Bastar.

- What has been said about in Adimajatiya
Panchayat also applies to the Pargana Panchayat
as well. But something more is to be mentioned
here as this panchayat is created with an ulterior

motive of weaning the tribal leaders away from.

the Raja of Bastar. As pointed out earlier the
Raja continues ‘to command the same respect
and loyalty from the Raja Manjhis as bsfore.
This fact has become a headache to the ruling
party which despite of its best efforts could
not get its candidates elected to the Assembly.
The ruling party therefore planned to make
dissension among the tribal people by patroni-
sing certain tribal leaders with the introduction
of Adimajatiya and Pargana panchayats. But
its hopes have been shattered as the feudal
chief continues to enjoy the same confidence
of the tribal people as before, The
nominated as pargana sarpanch and panchas,
the Manjhis of their creation who support the
congress party rather than the old Raja Manijhis
who continue to show their loyalty “and respect
to the Raja of Bastar. Being left out of the
pargana panchayat they lodged a complaint
with the Raja who assured them his blessings
and in recognition of their position as Raja
‘Manjhis issued green turbans and other
customary presents in a special - ceremony held
at the time of the Dasara festival. By this
process the intimate relationship that exists
between the Raja and the tribal leaders was
strengthened and continued unchanged. The
renewed bond of cohesion between the Raja
"and the Raja Manjhis created more problems.than
solvmg them for the ruling part which branded
the Raja as a traitor.

At long last the prolonged hectlc events reached
its culmination on the 18th March 1966 when the
tribes and the Raja Pravin chandra had an
encounter with the State Police force. The
result was that the Raja Pravin chandra was
shot dead in his own fort and the rebel tribals
were taken into custody and imprisoned for a
period of 3 months. With the death of the
Raja the loyalty of the tribal people to the
- feudal lord did not ‘die out.
wife of the Raja with the same esteem and
respect and loyalty as they didthe Raja. Their
faith on the Raja was so much deep rooted that
they thought that the incarnation of the Raja

Government:
* Government in form of roads.

They held the .
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his

would soon take place. The emergence of
Baba Behari Das is taken by the tribal people
to be the emergence of the Raja and to have a
Darsan of the Raja thousands and thousands

of tribal people from every nook and corner
of Bastar marched to the place where the
particular Baba was residing. '

As the activities of Baba Behari Das is of

great pofitical importance it is necessary . to
give a brief account of him and the nature of
activities and his hold on the tribes of
Bastar. >

Baba Behari Das

We have already stated that the ftribals of
Bastar had immense regard and respect for the
late feudal chief Pravin chandra Bhanja Deo.
They also felt that he was an incarnation of
God. They had no regard for the Government.
In fact, to them any Government other than
the ruling chief was non-existant. That is why
they did not ask for anything from the
wells or schools.
Rather they wished that the feudal chief should
always be in their midst and the Government
should restore his estate to him. Taking undue:
advantage of this situation some vested intzrests
planned to cheat the tribal communities. As a
part of their design they created an incarnation.

This incarnation is Baba Behari Das. It is
not known who is this Baba Behati Das
and what is his past history. Even the

extraneous efforts of police, and special Branch
of C.l. D. have failed to throw any light on.
this man. To the interrogation of the police
he said that he is a native of Ayodhya in U. P.
State. But further inquiry revealed that it is
not so. After the death of Pravin chandra Banja
Deo, Baba Behari Das came to Bastar some
time in the year 1967-68. He used to live
in a temple situated in the forest near Chota-
Dongar village in Narayanputr Tahasil. Gradually
he came in close contact -with some leading
Manjhis who lived very close to the Raja
Pravin chandra and were coversant with his
manners and habits particularly with regard to
his dress and speech. The most important
among them are. Kosara  Manjhi of
ltchapuam (Muria), Bali of Chapka (Bhatra)
Mangal manjhi of Pandripani (Muria), Piluram
of Dongriguda (Bhatra) and Jadu Sundar Lal of
Keskal' (Ex M.P.). After having support from
the above guides and informants he put on the
same kind of dress which Pravin chandra doned
and in his talks, greetings, gestures and postures



he tallied with Pravin chandra. . He wore long
hair and marked vermillion in the forehead as
Pravin chandra did. In sum his identity with
Pravin chandra was unmistakable.

The next step which he folliowed to fulfil
his plan was to gather round him a group of
devoted disCiples of tribal origin and of Manjhi
category and sent thém out to different villages
to communicate to the tribals the event of
incarnation of Pravin chandra and the place of
his abode in the forest of Chota Dangar and
the temple therein.

The emissaries approached first the important
tribal leaders who were very loyal to Pravin-

chandra and reported to them his incarnation

and his place of sbode. These leaders got
excited and were anxious to see him. The
emissaries led them to a vantage point and
from a distance they saw Pravin chandra moving
about in the forest. They got excited and
spread the news in their respective locelities.
Thus the people of Bastar . perticularly
the  tribal people availed themselves
of the earliest opportunity of having a glance at
their beloved Raja Pravin chandra. Streams of
tribals marched to Chota Danger to have darshan
of the Raja from a distance.

A couple of years passed by and the disguised
Pravin chandra settled down in a village called
Chapka; which is 17 miles away from Jagadalpur
in the north. It is two miles away from
Jegadalpur-Raipur grand trunk road where the
Mahasiva Ratri festival is held on a grand scale
every Year. It is the biggest festival in Bastar
which lasts for 16 days. People from all parts
of Bastar visit this pilgrim centte in large
numbers, There is an old Siva Temple and a
bathing place where people take their bath on
the Sivaratri and then visit the temple to offer
their prayers. There is also a natural water fall and
the landscape of the vilage is very picturesque
indeed. It is in this village Baba Behari Das
built his hut and has been living there with his
disciples for the last 13 months.

Kosara Manjhi who is his senior and trusted
disciple and who was also most devoted to the
late Pravin chandra started again his propaganda
that Raja Pravin chandra Banja Deo has not died
but he is alive and is staying in his hut at
Chapka. In the meantime Baba Behari
started the villages in Bastar along with his
associates like Kosara Manjhi and others. Priof
to his visit to a particular village an intimation

is sent to the villagers of that village saying that -
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Das.

on such and such day the Maharaja Pravin chandra
Banja Deo would visit their village and this
information should not be let out to any other
vilage. The people of the village keep the
information to themselves and never divuige it to
any one else who does not belong to their
village and eagerly wait for his visit. On
receiving the news the people get excited and
make appropriate arrangements such as erecting
a pendal, fixing gates, decorating the village with
leaves and flowers to receive him in the same
mannet as they used to do to him in the past.
As soon as Baba Behari Das reaches the outskirt
of the village, the men and women start singing and
dancing in the accompaniment of music and the
headman of the village begs to the Baba to
proceed to the pandal where he is seated and
after that flowers, coconut and honey are offered
to him. The women wave lighted lamps and
insence around him and the people of the whole
village stand crowded zround him.

Baba keeps strict silence. But the disciples
who accompany him tell the crowd that the
complexion of their Raja has become black
because of the effects of bullets which the police
shot at him. They take out the clothes from the
body of the Baba to show them the bullet
‘wounds and the scar marks. Before leaving the
village his followers tell the villagers not to
expose his visit to anyone else. The innocent
tribal - people abide by the instructions of the
Baba most faithfully.

The tribal people do not divuige his visit in
the public because they fear that if the Govern-
ment comes to know about it then they would
catch him and kill him. Thus the news that
Pravin chandra Banjha Deo is alive has spread
like 8 camouflage throughout Bastar.

Thousands of tribal people from every nock
and corner of Bastar started pouring in at
Chapka to have a glimpse of the Baba and
receive the sacred thread (Kanthi) which he was
dolling out to them, According to this practice
the Baba was called as Kanthi Baba. In course
of his stay at Chapka he declared that all fish
in the streams would turn into white birds,
fowls into snakes, goats into wild boars, and
pigs: into demons. He advised them not to
keep them at home and not to eat them any
more. His instructions spread far and wide,
and the tribes everywhere in Bastar dispensed
with these domesticated animals and abstained
themselves from eating fish, mutton, chicken
and pork. The tribal people who wore sacrad



thread dispensed with dogs and cats which
they kept in their houses. He also asked those
who wore sacred beads to plant a baniyan
tree in their village and worship it for 5 days
and B nights. His advice to the ladies was to
remove their bangles and stop wearing red
saries. His instruction to the public was that
each village should offer 10 Kgs. of rice, one
new cloth, five rupees and one coconut to
Bzba at the time of their visit to Chapka for
the purpose of offering prayer to him. Accor-
dingly each village complied to the divine
desire of the Baba. He informed all people
that all the village deities have come to settle
down with him at Chepka and therefore they
need not offer any sacrifice or puja to them
at their villages. He emphasized that every
tribal should "were the sacred beads and he
charged Re. 1 from every head man of the
family for giving him or her the sacred beads
and 25 paise from other members of the family.
The child in the womb was alsa not exempted
from this fees which ‘he charged for wearing
the sacred beads. He instructed that every

village goddess should be adorned with his .

sacred beads and the charges were Rs. 5 per
villageé goddess.

He had forbidden those who wore sacred
bead not to eat in the houses of those who
had not worn such beads. Thus he created
a dichotomy in society as sacred bead wearers
(Kanthiwala) and non-wearers (beggar Kanthi-
walas).
allow the non-kanthiwalas to draw and use
water from the village well. A division of this
kind has resulted in conflict .and fighting
 between the Knatiwalas and non-Kantiwalas.
Cases of murder have also taken place as a
result of this conflict. We give below a few
cases to show the social consequences emerging
from the introduction of sacred beads. .

Lakshman Patel is a non-Kantiwala. He was
forced by the Kanthiwalas of his village to go
to Chapka and wear Kanthi as given by the
Baba. But he did not yield to the pressure of
the public and as a consequence he is outcasted

and is not allowed to use the village well.

In Kodenar village there arose a dispute
" between the Murias and the Halba. The Halba
went to Chapka, got the -sacred beads for the
village goddess and tied it to her neck. The
Muria: of the village wanted in one occasion
to sacrifice a goat before the goddess. After
some how managing to get a goat which was

He instructed the Kanthiwalas not to

difficult to have because of the influence of
the Baba they made all arrangements to sacrifice
it before the village goddess. But the Halba
of the village objected to it on the ground that
they had already tied the sacred beads to the
goddess and " any sacrifice would be against
the wishes of the Baba and the goddess would
be polluted. The Murias did not listen to their
words and attempted to sacrifice the goat.
But the Halba obstructed them ‘and in the
process both the parties came to blows and
were afterwards dragged to the police-station
to receive more beating from the police.

Rdugh estimates show that Baba Behari Das
has earned not less than 74 lakhs of rupees from
the sale proceeds of the sacred beads and from

the contributions of the tribal people.
close associates have also earned in thousands.
Baba purchased a Jeep to move about. He

opened a shap at Chapka of coconuts and other
items of worship and the visitors gurchased the
items of offerings from this shop. This business
added considerably to his income. The Baba
and his associates have intimate relationship with
the political leaders at the State and national
level and seem to contemplate to contest the
coming general election.

- 8o far as the royal family is considered, two
forces are in operation in favour and the other
against the Baba. After Pravin chandra was shot
dead his brother Viajaya chandra had accession to
the throne against the wishes of the local tribal
people who wanted Mrs. Vedavati, Pravin-

" chandra‘s wife to succeed him. But the Govern-

ment was much against Vedavati for obvious
reasons and got his brother Vijaya chandra
ascended to the throne. Vijaya chandra died in
the year 1972 and there arose a disputé between
Vedavati and Hitendra Kumari, Vijaya chandra‘s

wife regarding ownership of the royal property.

The enemity between these two widows was
accentuated when the question of sitting in the

“chariot at the time of Dashara was discussed by

the leading Manjhis.

As the tribal people arein favour of Vedavati
they recognised her as the chief priest of
Danteswati and therefore made her to sit in the
chariot and preside over the function as her
deceased husband used to do.

Being aggrieved, Hitendra Kumari took the
help of Baba who accepted her as one of his
disciples and informed the tribal people who
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visited him not to - attend the Dashara festival
at Jagadalpur. - To weaken the hold of Vedavati,
what he further did was to organise a similar
Dashara festival at Chapka and gave prominence
to Hitendra Kumari in the festival. . He further
prociaimed that after 3 years 3 months and 3
days, the Raja Pravin Chandra would emerge in
real shape and the following seven days would
be turned into seven nights during which the

. fowls would be transformed into snakes and pigs

into ghosts which would eat up all the non-
Kathiwglas. He added that he was going on a
piligrimage and urged the public that they

should all wear sacred beads bsfore he goes on

a
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pilgrimage otherwise, as he said the non-
Kathiwalas would meet a variety of calamities
and unpatural death.

The Government is shy to take any action’
against the Baba as some of the leading political
leaders have some vested interest in this move-
ment. They have a political axe to grind. They
find that Baba is the best weapon by which
to weaken the hold of Vedavati on the tribes of
Bastar and catch political power which is now
in the hands of Vedavati. The story of Baba
Behari Das is nothing but a political game of the
regional and national political leaders.



~ of the hill ranga,

SUNDARGARH (ORISSA)

o

INTRODUCTION

Four villages in Sundargarh district, Orissa
were studied. They are Jadakudar, Chutiatola,
Lakhotola and Jalda, alj included in Panposh
subdivision of the district and lie within a
radious of six miles from Rourkela Steel
Plant. -~ A new era in the Indian Steel
was heralded when the consiruction work on
one of India’s threes. first public sector Steel
Plants at Rourkela, situated in Panposh
‘subdivision of Sundargarh  district,
started in October 1936. Ths transformation
of Rourkela from a cluster of hamlets inhabited
by the Adivasis to a modern industrial township
is a symbol of the industrial transformation of
independant India. Rourkela has the privilege
of ‘having onz of Asia’s most modern steel plants
whoss  amnual production is being increased
-from 1 million to 1'8 million tonnes stesl
“ingots with technical co-operation and credit from
the Fedsral Republic of Garmany. Girdled by
“verdant hills and encircled by three rivers the
modern steel township has come up at Rourkela
where not ‘ong ago was ‘an ‘inhospitable thick
forest teeming with wild life -and inhabited by

a variety of primitive tribes such- as the Munda,

the Oraon; the Bhuinya, the Bhumij and the
Kharia. Spread over an area of 48 square
. Kilometres, the township is divided into

20 sectors on the two sides of the be2autiful
two-way ring road. - The giant steel wor ks on
one side of the hill range. and the comfortable

Industry

Orissa, -

residential accommodatlon in plcturesque settlng. 3

adequate educational, medical
facilities which are amply
township on the other side
is an unique symbol of
Indo-German friendship, and stand as a master
piece of industrial modarnization in the midst
of the area inhabited by the tribal communities
~who represent old stone age civilisation. Our
objective of studying the villagss around Rourkela
Steel Plarit was to get an idea »of interaction
between thess two levels of socin-ecanomic
development and the social consequences
. resulting therefrom.

asphait roads,
and recreational
provided in the

‘in the industrial complex for their
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Rourkela nrovides a variety of ideal situations
for studying the problems arising from the
establishment of the steal plant in a tribal area.
Many tribal villages have been dislocated and
many displaced tribal families have been reha-
bilitated in colonies. ‘It is interesting to study
the processes and problems of adjustment of
the affected ftribal families to the new surro-:
unding and the new ways of life. We selected
Jalda, one of the important rehabilitation
centres to study this problem.

~ Most of the tribal communities are converted
to Christi/anity._' The tribal areas of Sundargarh
district and the neighbouring Ranchi district
are under the influence of Christianity of various
denominations for over a century and a half now.
For sxample, catholic missions and protestant
missions are very strong in Rourkela area. The

interest ‘lies in the study the nature and
receptivity of the converted tribals of both
denominations to the industrial discipline.

It is generally thought that Catholicism is:ve'y
much traditionalistic in outlook and therefore -
the tribals who are catholics ‘are likely to show
little commitmant to the industrial disciplines
and patticipation in the industrial complex for
their economlc development.

Contrasted to this the Protestants are in favour
of modernism and are materialistic and therefore °
the tribals who are .influenced by the Protestant
ethics are likely to show great interest in
industria! .developmen\t and getting themselves
absorbed in the industrial setting for their -
economic development. '

The villags Jadakudar was sclected for having
both catholic and -protestant tribes, to find out
the nature of the orientation towards the steel
plant and the exient of their participation
economic
development:

In the wake of the establishment of the steel
plant, there was huge .increase of population
in Rourkela. The steel township consists of
18,000 quarters providing accommodation to



about one lakh people who are mostly outsiders.

Besides, there <ere thcousands of contractors,
shopkeepers, and businessmen, with  their
workers in znd aound Rourkela. The steel

plant has gprovided incentive to the interested

farmers in the neighbourhood to grow crops

and cereals and vegatables to meet the demands
of the township and the workers of the industry
for these things. The firibal communities of
~ certain villages have taken to extensive vegeta-
bles growing to sell them in the [ocal markets.
The demand which has been created in the
locality for vegetsbles has not only ipduced
the tribals to grow them but alsoc encouraged
them to adopt improved agricultural practices
such as application of fertilizer, pesticide and
better water management - for increasing the
vield of vegetables and other crops.

Chutiatola and Lakhotola the two hamlets of
Kuaramunde, a village near Rcinkela township
present a spectacular trensfciration of its dry

and barren lands to an extensive belt of green .

paddy and vegetable fields in the wake of
industrialisation. This village was one time
under the control of a landlord to whom
most of the land in the village belonged and
under whom the residents of the two tolas
were working as tenants. As the tribals have
been in cultivating possession of the lands
since tims bevond memory they became reél
owners of their lands by the strength of their
adverse  passession after the abolitien of
Zamindari system. The Zamindar also did not

stand in the way of their enjoying the posse-

ssory right over the land, and both the parties
lived in an atmosphere of friendship. But seeing
the rapid development of these lands and, the
huge income that the tribals got from such
sources the son of the Zamindar tried to get
back these lands from the tribals by various
ilegal means. This has resulted in Sserious
conflict between the ycung Zamindar and the
tribals. We selected these two hamlets to study
not only the processes of modernisation in
agriculture but also the impediments which
the vested interests and the privileged elements
of the locality created for the primitive commu-
nities.

PHYSICAL FEATURE

Sundargarh, a district in the Northern extremity
of Orissa lies between 21°32°E and 85°22'E
longitudes. Itis bounded by Ranchi in the
Nortth, Singhbhum in the South, Sambalpur and
Raigarh in the West, Keonjhar in the East.

~lb and the Biahmani which

. northern pertion which is
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rivers.. ..the
irrigete  extensiv
stretches of valleys and plain lands. The Benai
sub divisicn of the district is more mountaneous
end forested than other paits and itis hers
that the hill Bhuinyas, the most primitive tribal
community inhabit. This subdivision is matked
by some of the high mecuntain ranges which
form the -importent physical features of the

In the district flow twomain

topography of the district. One of the hill
ranges is Bichakani (2964 ft.) which has jion-
ore deposits in milliors of tones. This deposit

feeds the Rourkela steei plant which is situated
in the heait of the tribal belt of the distiict.

The forests cover 2,083 Sq. miles of the district

and contain mainly sal, asan and kurum trees.
There is a stretch of coal bearing rock along
the valley of the river 1b. Manganese, lime-

stong, iron, keolin, and fire-clay mines dotted
here and there in the district give a strong
industrial biss to the economic activity of the

people,

The soil of Sundarga:r  subdivision is very

fertile being situated in the Ib valley towards
the South, and here the skillful end industrious
‘Agarias’ make the most of their land. In the

inhebited by tribal
people, the soil is less fertile. The cuitivaters
are also at a disadvantage, owing to the ravages
of wild animals and to their own ignorance of
improved agricuitural practices. ;

The district particularly the Sundargarh sub-
division is dotted with tanks Which are used
for the purpose of igrigation. Pisciculture is
also extensively practised by the people parti-
cularly the non-tribals of the district.

The climate of the district is characterised
by hot summer and well distributed rainfall of
the Sguth-West monsoon season. The mean
daily maximum temperature recorded at 41°C
in summer and the mean daily minimum
temperature of 27°C in cold sezson. The
average annual rainfall in  the  district Is
1647'6mm (64'86”). The rain is fairly uniform
in the whole district. :

The oldest rock fermations found in Sundar-

.garh district are those belonging to the Gangapur

series which are prevalent in the former Ganga-
pur state. The maior rqck types of Gangapur
series are  phyllites, mica-sehists, carbon
phyllites calcitic and delomitic marbles which

-



are followed by the rpck- formations belonging
to the iron-ore series, viz., mica-schists, phyllites

and quarzitic rocks with occasional beds of
carbon phyllites. Rocks belonging: to the
iron-ore series are well developaed in Bonai

atea, especially in the eastern parts and also
partly in the central and western parts.

Panposh

‘Panposh is the smallest of the three sub-
divisions in the district, which s situated
towards the North-East direction bounded by
Ranchi and Singhbhum districts of Bihar stats,
The total geographical area of the subdivision
is 710'56 Sg. miles. There are 368
villages end 2 industrial towns namely Rourksla
and Biramitrapur. Tne total population of
the subdivision according to 1961 census is
2,687,937 of which 1,41,380 are Scheduled Tribss
and 20,283 ae Schaduled Castes. The main
tribes inhabiting this subdivision are the Munda,
the Oraon, the Kisan, the Bhumija, the Kharia and
the Bhuinya. Ths density of population of the
subdivision is 377 which is more than the
district figure of 200 per Sq. m.

The valley of the Brahmani is the centre of
this subdivision and the river flows from South-
to North. There are two tributaries namely the
Koe! and the Sankh. The Koel runs from the
East and the Sankh from the North. Both these
rivers join the Brahmani near Panposh. There
are a number of hill ranges, ranging from
1,500 ft. to 2,000 ft. in hight. -

Agriculture is the main stay of the tribes of
this  subdivision. The soil in  general is
unfertile except the rivsey
fertile. The level of the lands is higher than
that of the rivers and creates  difficulties
in using the river water for the purpose of
irrigation. The people grow mainly paddy in
both upland and low land. They also grow dry
crops like horsegram, blackgram and different
types of Italian millets. Vegetables are baing
grown near the rivers and hill streams in the
rabi season ‘by means of lifting. the water.
Formerly they were growing the crops for home
consumpticn. But they have taken to growing
vegetables and pulses to meet the demands
for these things in the industrial bslts.

se
it

stone and dolomite generally occur in the plain
country. The country lying to the North of
Biramitrapur and Hathibari around Jareikela and

* South of the railway line between Jareikela and

inhabited

valleys which are .

The Subdivision ¥ highly r.ich_ in mineral

resources. The majority of the ridges and hills
between Biramitrapur, Penposh and Jareikela
are formed of carbon phyllites. Banks of lime
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Bamra.is rich in deposits of mica schists and-
syllities belonging to iron-ore series.

In the past two decades, the Panposh Sub-
division has taken a new shape in the wake of
industrialisation.. The industrial complex includes
the Bisra limastone quity situatad at Biramitra-

pur. The Tata lron and Steel Company
Dolomite quarry is situated nsar Panposh
and lron ore. mine of the Hindustan Steei

Limited at Purunapani. The most important
industry is the Hindustan Steel Limited (HSL)
at Rourkela which came into operation in
the year 1959. The Orissa  Fertilisers at
Rourkela run py H. S L. is a prids of the
State. - Many ancillary industries’ have also
started functioning in and around Rourkela. At
Lathikota, the Utkal Machinary is producing
Furnace bricks. The tribss have been displaced
to make room for the establishment of thsse
industries. Some tribals have found embploy-
ment in industrial installations and othars have
found it difficult to adjust themsejves to the new
surrounding. The impact of industrialisation
on the tribal communities is the major theme
of the study. and we shall present in proper
place bslow our findings on this topic.

at o

Political History

1. Gangpur—The Sundargarh district comprises
two erstwhile feudatory States—Gangpur and
Bonai. In the ancient timss, Gangpur was a
part of the terrirory of South Kosala. In about
350 A. D. Samudragupta the famous Gupta
monarch defeated King Mahendra of South
Kosala, But it is not definitely known whether
the kingdom of South Kosala was then incor-
porated in the Gupta empire or not. Early in the
6th Century A.D., a new dynasty called the
Sarabhapuriyas raissd its head in Kosala region,
and established their capital at Sarabhapura
which is identified with Sarafgarh in _the present
Sundargarh district. One of the great rulers
was Maharaja Prasanna Matra who was the
first indepandsnt ruler of the dynasty and his
name is {ound at the beginning of the gencalogy
of the royal family.

2. Bonai—When Somavansi Kings wsre ruling
Gangpur, the Bhaumas ruled ovar the coastal
regions of Orissa. Betwgan thess two kingdoms



a number of petty principalities flourished

owning allegiance mostly to the Bhaumas. One
such principality was that of the Mayura femily
who ruled over the present Bonai region. The
earliest known ruler of this family was Udita
Baraha who hailed from Chitrekota in Rajasthan
and founded the rule of his femily in. Bonai

regicn under the suzerainty of the Bhaumes.

_Udaya Baraina was a devout Buddhist end the
emblem of his seal was the peccock. Subse-
quently the Mayura rulers of Bonai region were
supplanted by the Bhanjas of Khijjinga Kota
(Khichingi) which in turn was replaced by the
Kademba dynasty” which ruled Bonai till its
merger in 1948. :

The last king of the line was Prabharaja who
was defeated and Killed by the Raja Tig Tivara
Deva of Panduvansi who occupied Sarebhapu a
and built an extensive empire Wwhich comprised
“present Sundargarh district. His son Maha-
bhavagupta Janamejaya was an embitious king
and from his time onwards the family wes
popularly known as the Somavansi. During his
rule the kingdom extended from the present
district of Sundargarh in the north to Kalahandi
in the south and Boudh region in the eest. The
Somavansi power of Kosala came to zn end in
1022 A. D. after which the Kalachuris seem to
have occupied the ‘Gangapur area.. The Kosala
region was occupied by,the' Gangas during tfe
time of Anzngabhima Deva Il (1211—1238 A.D.}
and  with that the present Sundargarh
district . came under the Ganga rule. During
the Ganga rule, there was anafchy and chzos
in the kingdom on account of quarreling between
the Zamindars for power and influence. It was
by thet time one Gangadhar Sekhar Deb, the
younger brothet of the Raja of Manbhum; was

passing through Gengapur on his way to Surguja.

The Manjhi of Suigipzlli, one of the feudal chiefs,
met Gangcdhar and both of them joined hands
to subjugate the feudal chiefs. Gangadhar
being successful in removing the cheotic state of

affairs in the Kingdom was acknowledged by all |
He founded a new -

to be the king of Gangapur,
capital town on the bank of the river Ib which
was finally named as Gangapurgarh.

Eatly in the 19th. century during the rule ¢f

Raja Indra Sekhar Deb, Pratap Majhi of Saigipatli
organised a rebellion to out him from power
and Indra Sekhar had to remove his headquaiters
from Gangapurgarh to Rayabogagsrh as the
Garatia of Rayabogagarh promised him to help
against the Majhi of Sargipalli. Parasuram
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Sekhar received Szned fiom the British Goverfs

"ment in 1827, tecognising him as the ruling

chief of Gangapurgarh. The chiefs of this line
were very much inclined towards modern
cuiture and introduced varicus reforms in
administration. .This State was merged with
Orissa cn the 1st January 1840. :

STUDY VILLAGES

In the Panposh subdivisicn we studied three
triba! villages. They ¢re Jadakuder, Chutiatol end
Lakhotola. In addition we eleo studied Jalda,
a tribal colony of mixed compcsiticn in which
the tribal families who were displaced in-the
wcke of Routkela steel plent were rehabilitated..

We give below our findings of tribal situation in

these villages.

Jadskudar

This village is situated at a distance of over 25
miles from Uditnagar, the headquarteis of the
subdivision. The total gecgraphical area of the
village is 1248:81 ccres. There were 109 house-
holds [ 71 Munda, 21 Oraon, 1 Badaik (Weaver) -
and 1 Lohata (Black-smith) ] &nd the total popu-
latio ¢f the village was 720 (368 malgs and 362
females). The scheduled tribe population” was
670 (345 males and 325 females) and the sche-
duled ceste population was 80 (23 males and

A females).

The village has mainly 3 clusteis ¢f settlements
situated et different places. !n some cases the
members of a particular clan live in close proxi-
mity in scme clusters. The houses are faiily big
and are surrounded by a wooden fence within
which are a few trees such as Sajana, Guava,
Papaya, etc. :

The village is inhabited by two. tiibal commu-
nities, that is, the Munda and the Oracn who
are dominant in the village. There are a few
families of Badaik ¢nd Lchara who are scheduled
ceste. First to come to this village which is
100