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The Role of Anthropology in the Education of the
Aborigines in India

Dr. MINENDRA NATH BASU
Lecturer, Department of Anthropology
Calcutta University

Anthropology, the science of Man, is divided into two broad sec-
tions. One is concerned with the physical aspect of man and the other
with his behaviour: these being known respectively as Physical and Cul-

_tural Anthropology. The place for physical science is the laboratory room,

where as for Biological Science, particularly for Anthropology, the labora-
tory is the field, Hence it 1s that the latter are called Fleld Sciences.

An anthropologist studxeh the people among whom he lives and
works, because from them he can gather data that will.throw light on the

main problems of his science.- 2

Anthropolegy is till recently usually believed to be border-line
gcience which has no appheatlon in the practical field. But recent trends
show definite change in the angle of vision. Here I intend to confine my-
gelf to that part of anthropology which will be of practical help to the
educational aspect of the aborigines.

The aboriginal population in India is only a fraction of the whole
population, from approximately 25 to 30 millions out of nearly 400 wailli-
ons. The economic occupations of the aboriginal people of India are
various; hunting, food gathering, cattle breeding, agriculture etc.

. Bducation of the aborigines has an important role to play in Free
India. Dr, Katju, on the occasion of the Annual Convocation address of
the University of Calcutta in 1953 emphasised that in the national in-
terest of the security and unity of a Free India efforts must be made for
the upliftment of the aborigines. ‘

Education among the aboriginals is usually imparted in the family
group in the nature of imitation and association, some get through initia.
tion rites and subsequent discipline. But in the adolescent stage education
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was imparted through an organised institution even recently their
existence is found in Assam, Chotanagpore and Madhya Pradesh. The
names of Abors-Mollsup, Garos-Nokpanti, Kukis-Zwalbuk, Nagas-Morung,
Mikris-Terang, Oraons-Dhumkuria, Birhors-Gitiora, Gonds-Ghotul, are
well known. Admission to these institutions is sought by a ceremony.
Education is imparted to the beginners by the more experienced and senior
members of the insuvitutions, The members work in many casesin a co-

operative system. During festivals in the villages all render service accor-,

ding to their ability by which they learn and acquire experience. An old
man when wants to thatch his house ‘or till the seil, he requires help. This
is done by an organised group for which payment in kind is given instead
of cash. The young batch ‘learn by the guidance of the elder ones.
Hunting, collection of food, digging and tilling the soil, weeding, harvest-
ing-and thrashing, singing, dancing and also entertaining guests all come
under the term of their ‘Education’. These show that the community
feeling is too much conscious among the groups. We find in the modern
schooling system there is examination but among them no such system is
formalised. They have standard of their skills with the different processes.
Dlscxplme is also maintained in them.

The linking of education at every sfage of human life is admltf,ed by

all educationists, ‘It can be imparted in the educational institution only

if the education of both the children and the adolescents is centered round
the main occupational werk of the life. The aboriginals are accustomed
to this type of education, so it should be the duty of the educatmmsts to

: g_.;ve proper facilities; by way of their culture-trait, in an institution wherp
their education can be set up. So the type of education imparted to the
aboriginals should not encourage them from being alienated from their
native goil and environment, but should rather help them in improving
their social and community life. Let us take the example of a people
who practises agriculture, The nature of food production not only takes
the foremost place in their economic life but also .in their cultural life.
So education of these abomgmal ‘people should be imparted round this
occupation. In the Report of the Central Advisory Board of Education
in 1944 stress has been given merely to ‘learning through activity'.

Imparting educatlon to the aboriginal population in India is fan
onerous task, it is beset with many difficulties . which can hardly "be
realised by any one excepting the anthropologist, Some suggest that
these aboriginal folk should be left to themselves to remain in isolation.
Others hold that they should be grouped along with. the b@ekward or
depressed clags Hindus, They also think -that their language should be
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Basu—Anthropology in the Bducation of Aborigines

“abolished. But anthropologists encourage to assimilate the aboriginal

folk with the culture of the advanced neighbours, retaining the good
elements of their culture. The kbest means of acculturation is through
education.  We can not avoid accu]turatlon, because these people cannob
remain in isolation for a longer time. It is'better that they should be
allowed to assimilate with the advanced neighbours with a safeguard
policy, so that the good elements of their culture might not be washed
away in the flood stream of the higher culture. Mahatma Gandhi, the
father of the Indian nation, held the view not to thrust anything all on

‘a sudden on these aboriginal population, but let them accept in'a slow

process. But the difficulty crops upin a eulture-contact area, The
Report of the Educational Conference of the Pacific countries in 1988,
shows how efficiently it gives shape to ‘native institution, standards of
living, moral codes and inherent valaes’. The conference also admits that
‘when we institute a system of education we do not know precisely what
we are doing’. It shows clearly how the anthropologist can help the

‘educationist Wlth the results of his investigations. In Africa we also find

harping of the same string. In 1India the edueational problem of the
aboriginals is rather a complicated one. Here we have Christian Mission.
aries influence, besides  this, we have the institutions of the advanced
groups who are subjected to 4 system of education which is not suitable

to the manners of the aboriginals’ lifo and even is not congenial to their

traditions, ~This does not Solve their national or individual economio
condition. ; '
The aboriginal people of India have eome in coritact with the

“advanced | groups of Indian populaton as well as with the Europeans,

The aborigmal children : are being educated by the Government and also
by the philanthropic individuals and . institutions - like Ramkrishna
Mission, Bharat Sevasram, Christian Missionaries etc.

~ Education means various types of training, The experience gathered
from different paths of life is passed on to generation through traditions.
This process of experience is termed ‘Educaticn’. Education is said to be
the panacea of all evils that befall man. Opinions differ in its definition,
so we do usually count three types of education :— >
(1)  Which uplifts the individaal both mentally and intellectually
and fits him for the struggle for existence.
(2) Which is meant for the exploitation of the so-called eduecated.

(8) Which the enthusiasts impose upon the poor and the ill-fated '
conditions by ameliorating them without considering their
necessity or capacity.
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Labour and public money hjve been spent and are still being spént
in imparting education which does not suit the aboriginals nor help them
to have their food. On the other hand it creates a set of drones in the
society who dislike labour of all kinds being proud of their so-called edu-
cation and live as parasites, The so-called education now imparted
to the aboriginals by taking them out of their homes to a town and allow.
ing them to reside in big palatial buiidings or mansions, is not a real or
suitable education for them. Iam stating few examples what I have
gathered from the Adibasi hostels in different regions of India. Those
who have been brought to the hostels for their education, have developed
fascination mainly for luxury. They do not usually want to go back to
. _their villages even sometimes during the vacation months, They have
frankly admitted of their poor, ugly and miserable conditions of their
.villages. The diet in the village is no more liked. But:instances are many
when they first come to the boarding houses or hostels they do not know
how to sit even on a mat and the food is not tasteful to them. But within
a few months time their out-look particularly in respect of their habits,
manners and behaviour, is changed. Majority of the students feel and
declare that they would be Police Officers, Deputy Magistrates, etc,, in
their future life, but I wonder to note that not a single soul I did find
during my contact with them for the last few years, who would like to go
‘back to the village to educate their villagers, This philanthropic idea
.does not enter in their mind. If all want to be State Officers—how could
the State maintain them as the employments at the disposal of the State
are limited. The students who are getting this type of education in the
schools every year will increase the number of unemployed as they.no
longer think of going back to their own fields. For the few years they
will be like parasites and naturally they will be the source of trouble for
the rociety as well as for the State, The education which was once intend-
ed to create a group of clerks for the East India Company has no justifi-
eation for its continuation in Free India today. Instead of copying what
has been foreed upon India by the East India Company, the aboriginals
in India could evolve a type of education suaitable for themselves with a
view to improve their occupations—agricultare, cattle rearing, cottage
industry, etc., by proper guidance and manceuvring over by the scientific
»'inVestiga'tions of the anthropologist.

In'AsSam and Manipur every girl has to learn the art of - weaving if

\ she wants to marry. This is done in the home. But the so-called educa-
tion is sure to affect this domestic useful ideal. In course of time an ideal
wife will be one who knows the art of reading and writing leaving her
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Basu—Anthropology in the Education of Aborigines

weaving art, which will- be removed from the society by the introduction
of modern education. Ibo women of Nigeria suffer from similar effect by
the English Education spread by the Christian Missionaries, Originally
Ibo men preferred an uneducated wife who was less expensive and more
efficient. But men and women laboured e: ually for the solution of  their
food. But the present system introduced by education has trained the -
girls to adopt the fine arts of the young ladies giving to their husbands
an uncomfortable life. The same condition can be noticed among the

.aboriginals of Chota’ agpore particularly in the district of Ranchi as well

as in the Khasi Hills of Assam, by the Misssionary infiuence.

The present system of educating the aboriginals in India is futile )
and results in useless expenditure of money. The planning of education
of the areas of the aboriginal people is today a serious problem to think.
For this we should not have any linguistic dogmas or inter-provincial

feelings. It is education which can change the ideas and attitudes of the

aboriginals and also their culture, so we must have a thorough planning
scrutinised by the "anthropologists. The present system is hardly a suit-
able one for them. A scheme of their educatioual policy should be
directed to increase solidarity. It should also equ p these people to stand
for their right particularly in their rural economy. It can not be denied
that they will be absorbed into the culture of the advanced group through
education. = So it is advisable that homeopathic’ doses should be intro.

.duced instead of sudden thrust of highly allopathic.

- I would now - put here a few suggestions for the educatwn&l plan of
the aboriginal people of Indiaie-

‘Books should be written on the topics like human need for food,
shelter and clothing; early man’s ignorance of food growing and cattles

_rearing in the regional or local script. If possible the script of the national
language may be introduced. The iegends, folktales and songs of the abori-

ginals should be included in the texs books. Their children will take more
interests in them as these would tell theitr own stories. The heroic tales

‘of their lives should always be glven priority 8o that they get full impetus

for this, If foreign elements of culture are to be introduced, introduce
them through their own.

¢

The medium of instruction should be at the elementary stage through

,their mother tongue. It is seen not only in the aboriginals’ cases but also
_among the advanced gromp of people that children can learn better and
.smoothly through the language spoken at home than a foreign language.
. In some areas like Assam, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh the States are
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insisting on their State langnages. But this system of “introduction of
language on these people is disastrous and results in useless expenditure

of money. In this connection I would like to point out that the teachers’
from the aboriginal groups should be recruited to educate their children.:

I have some practical experiences about the teaching of the advanced
groups of people in a,\'Beng'ali village school, where the teacher is one who
speaks Hindi only. The students what I have observed could not follow.
The similar thing T have also noticed in several schools in Bengal —that
the teachers qualifying themselves with M. A. degrees could not make the
stadents understand. 8o if the teacher could not feel and realise the
difficulty of the students the teaching will be a failure, For this I advocate
the idea of selecting teachers from the aboriginal community. What I
believe is this that by their special methods and ‘interests their children
can be given quick training.

My apnother view is not to arrange big buildings for schools at a

long distance from their homes, as the children do not have full faith in
such schools. We should make device by which we could make schools

more attractive to them. Their school should combine.work with _stildj.*

Besides these, our main effort should be to educate them for their economic
usefniness as far as possible. The teaching of arts and crafts should
always be encouraged. We know that some groups do not like or even touch
spinning machine-the loom-this is almost their socio-religious taboo, But

our Basic Education Scheme has foreed to accept it. Training in horticul-

ture, agriculture; cattle-rearing, carpentry work ete, can be given with
much success.

'Cblfééti'on of vocabularies of the aboriginal children on the scientific

basis has not been worked out in India. In Africa among the aboriginal

a,reas the syllabi¢ and the whole word method has been found to be useful.
Tt makes learning very easy for its readers. Details should be worked
out by engaging research enthusiasts in the direction.

Due to culture contact with the advanced groups of people these
“people are gradually improving their technical competence through the
schools, This is also admitted by the Santals and other neighbouring
aboriginal people and also by the Khasis of Assam. Modern education and
contact through social walfare workers they have adopted the device and
applied to their way of life for working. * This should be encouraged.
Schools in the pritnary stage should be within the village. But as the den-
sity of population in their areas is low, a full fledged school with three or
four vi‘llages combined together sheuld run. If possible one teacher alone

' . = 6
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from their community can run a school. In larger settlements full fledged
primary schools with teachers should be run. At the next stage i. e., in a
large institution the children in the higher classes (after taking their
education in the villages) should come where hostel accommodation should
be made, The children must have to go to their villages not only during
the vaeation m .nths but also in short holidays to have their connections
with the villages. The idea of giving jobs should be completely abandoned,
They must be given education in such a way so that they might utilise
their education to train up their villagers in their environmental setting,

Education of the aboriginals chould be subjected to well planning
and supervirion by a board of scholars who have done actual fieldwork.
'The sorting out process is crucial to success in field-work, The field-worker
must have the full knowledge and interests in educational methods and
practices. Field-workers specially the scholars of anthfopology are well
equipped to understand the underlying principles of the indigeneous system
to the moral standards and they c:n interpret the culture of the
aboriginals in a neat and planned way. They can offer the basis of this on
their ~ concrete experience and not on vague sympathy. The mistakes
committed by the advanced groups in the treatment of the aboriginal
people of America, Oceania, Africa and parts of India should not be
repeated in Free India Here in India we have no legaey of past errorg
but the field is open for a policy based on scientific principles and
experiences of. cultural anthropology. The science of man, anthropology
has earned results in other parts of the world. It can play a special
role in Free India today for the emergence of a new and integrated society
provided it is given proper opportunity and incentive.

To find out the proper type of education to be given to the abori.
ginal people anthropology will be of great help in creating right teachers.
A child’s mind is tabularosa. It is soft like clay. It can be moulded into
any shape. Sincere and honest sympathy att ract it most. A successful
teacher will be one who will be able to attract students. If a teacher
comes from a higher culture or class he shows a patronsing attitude and
behaviour towards the aboriginal students and ofen he is found to look
down upon them. Sometimes this may not find any expression outwardly
but every student can feel it in a very short time instincuively. This
results automatically an apathetic condition towards the teacher. A
teacher’s important asset is the love and respect of the students. His
guccess depends on them. Besides, if a teacher is not well acquainted
with the home-atmosphere of his students it is very difficult for him to

7
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realise their defects and wants. Semetimes these defeots may originalg
into evils. The character and knowledge are the wvital points
which make up a good teacher. A student will always follow

instinctively a good teacher as his ideal. So to select an ideal teacher

for imparting educatlon to the children of the aboriginals, I do always
emphasise for one of thelr commumty Thus we find that the activity of
an anthropologist is not only to serve the state and his society but also
is an adjunot indispensible to the educational life of the aboriginals. This
is really the vision of the study of Man.

Education of the aboriginals in India is the hardest problem which
the educatiqnist and also the anthropologist have to solve, TCould the
. problem be solved by steering these people to real education Free India

today will have the real national assets. They are the nationals of Frea .

In@ia with us and we shall have the voice One India,
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Megalithic Survivals among the Muduga of
Attapady Valley, Kerala
Dr. A. AIYAPPAN

Professor of Amthropology, Utkal University
‘ And

C.J. JAYADEV

Curator for Anthropology, Govt. Museum, Madras
When Sir Mortimer Wheeler was serving as Director General of
Archaeology in India, he requested one of us (A. Aiyappan)to gather
cases of modern survivals of megalithism to help the archaeologist in
understanding the ancient megalithic burial rites, A small number of
such cases have been reported from Orissa and Assam to which we are
glad to add a fresh one from Southern India.

The tribe among whom we recently discovered burial practices
recalling megalithism, is called the Maduga. They inhabit the jungle
areas of the Attapady valley in the Palghat district, Kerala. Each group
of Muduga hamlets has a separate burial ground, sudalai (fig, 1) which is
situated in the midst of the jungle. The Muduga bury their dead. When
the corpse i8 buried the dead person’s agrates have to place one silver
coin on the forehead of the corpse, one on the mouth and one on the
chest. The first two coins are buried with the corpse, but the third one
is given to the maternal uncle of the dead person. The jewels of the dead
person are also buried with the body. Every burial is marked by one or
two stones planted vertically at the head region. Offerings of food and
drink are left at the site of the burial in earthenware or enamelled pots
or gsaucers. The pottery used for these offerings were formerly handmade
and decorated by marks made on them with bamboo combs. Vertically
planted stones and enamelled saucers can be seen in the foreground in the
photograph (fig. 1). On the anniversary day of death the Muduga have

_to perform the Sir ceremony for the dead. As itisa very expensive

festival they celebrate it once in five, ten or even twenty years, It is
their most important social event. They celebrated it last time
twenty years ago. In the first place all the men have to husk the samai

9
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(Panicum miliare, Lank) grain, for the feast. If the men are not able to
cope with the work they bring friends from the adjacent hamlets to help

them. The feasting is continued for three days. A very large funeral car
~ is made of bomboo and decorated with banana plants, The sypirits of the
ancestors are said to repose in the car. The car is carried up to the

Sudalai when the men go there to perform the Sir eeremony, At the

Sudalai the graves of the dead ancestors are distinguished by the stone
planted there. The graves are opened up and the right collar bone or
failing that the right lower jaw bone is extracted from each one of the
graves, Along with these bones the ornaments of the dead and the coins

buried with men are also dug up and taken to the machu or maligai*

(ossuary). When this is done the mooppan or headman of the hamlet has to

. be paid a silver coin as his fee. The machu is a stone chamber near the

burial ground. The one we saw was a natural hole or crevice in between
two big boulders resting on an clevated ledge of stone (fig. 2 . The
ossuary is the repository of the collar bones of all the ancestors of the
lineage. The place is held to be very sacred and the bones should not be
desecrated. Our informant Madan of Mukkali who is seated on the right
in the photograph took out of the crevice the earthenware saucer contain-
ing the bones and placed it in view for the photograph. Afterwards he
put it back into the crevice saying that if the bones are disturbed the
spirits of the dead would haunt him in his sleep.

The ritual consists in the opening up the side slab of the stone cover-
ing the ossuary, adding the new collar bones and then closing the entrance.
Offerings of food are then made for all the ancestors who are remembered,
The food offered for the old ancestors is partaken by the celebrants of the
rite, but the food offered for those who died recently should be left behind.
Then a feast is celebrated by the distribution of cooked rice and chicken
meat to all the important persons who take part in the ceremony.

.

* Machu is literally a “terraced house”’;
Mualigai means mansion
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Study of Culture Change in Tribal Bihar

SACHCHIDANANDA, M. A. (PATNA), M. A, (LONDON)
Director, Social Education Organiser’s Training Centres Ranchi
Government of India, Ministry of Community Development

The evidence in she hands of anthropologist: and common experience
proves beyond doubt that culture is dynamic. All cultures, primitive or
modern, eastern or western, peasant or industrial, change. The only
completely static cultures are the dead ones. The difference between one
culture and another under the aspect of changes is that some may
change faster than others. In some cultures there may be more resistance
while others may be more receptive 0 innovations. Some innovations
and their consequent effects may change the face of the receiving culture
beyond recognition. -Some of such cultures may lose their mooring$ and
may be swept off their feet by the pressure of factors of change. Some
cultures may be selective in their response to innovations aud may accept
some and reject the others. In them changes may occur in certain aspects
of culture only while the fundamentals remain in tact. All these pheno-
mena of cultural dynamics give important leads to investigation and study
both from the theoretical points of view and from the angle of applied
anthropology. In this paper only the theoretical aspects will be dealt
with.

The canvas of tribal culture is fast changing because of contact with
alien peoples and alien ways of life. The process has been continuing for
a very long time and as facilities for communication have increased, the
isolation of the tribal villages has been broken. Hill paths and roads
have taken alien people to inaccessible dense forests and hilly tracts of
Chotanagpur. Constant living with non.tribal castes in the village, the
growth of townships in the interior of the tribal regions, the increasing
industrialization of the area due to its wealth of mineral resources and the
growth of new industries consequent upon the enormous work done by the
Damodar Valley Corporation, the work of various Christian missionaries
as well as the growth of political consciousness have brought about a great
deal of change in the life of the tribes in this area. Administrative autho-

11
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rities, forest officials, businessmen, contractors and moneylenders have
given further fillip to culture change. The Munda and the Oraon
have been studied by Sarat Chandra Roy and mounographs on them were
published forty years ago, but since he described them enormous changes
have come upon the tribes. Moreover the methods for the study of the
subject has alsc advanced. The content of culture change, the leads it can
give to many branches of social anthropology theory as well as to applied
anthropology and tribal welfare work have multiplied,

A comprehensive study of culture change among the different tribes
of the scheduled list is an urgent necessity. The purpose of the study
should be to discover factors and the forces which lead to culture change
and extent to which the lives of the tgibes have been affected. An effort
should be made to find quantitatively the rate of change in the different
facets of culture e. g., social structure including family life, intra family
relations, kinship behaviour patterns, rules of marriags and of residence;
economic structure including material culture, village and house pattern,
introduction of money economy, exchange in hats, specialization, co-opera-
tion and trading; belief structure including the concept of the superna-
tural rituals for worship, agency for worship etc., and political structure
including authority systems, the traditional panchayat and the Govern.

- ment sponsored panchayat. Change touches all aspects of life and includes

fields like changes in the linguistic stracture or vocabulary in folk songs

-and folk literature, in plastic arts and in the technique of dance and

song. From an analysis of such changes as will have occurred in the
above mentioned sectors, the rate as well as the direction of change will
emerge. Efforts may also be made to find a corelation between the acce.
ptance and rejection of innovations and clild-rearing techniques in the
community. Sometimes the changes may be so pervasive that a change
in the Dbasic peréonality structure may take place and afier that there
may be a further impetus to culture change,

Inspite of widespread changes which they have undergone most of
the tribes in Bihar have still maintained their distinct identity from the
donor group. They have not suffered from a loss of nerve and their popu-
lation is steadily increasing, generally. Agriculture is still their mainstay
and their native religion still has the largest number of subscribers among
them. What is it that gives such tenacity to these cultures ? The forces
of conservatism, resistance to change and stability is also sought to be
studied in this context. ~

12
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The trend of urbanization in these tribal areas is an important fact
of study. Professor Redfield has enunciated his theory of folk-urban
e continnum. Rural culture and urban culture may be different but there is
a channel that connects the two. It is through this channel that influences
of the town reach the the village. The existenee of this channel ean be
discovered if we tale up three villages one adjacent to a town, one far-
away io the interior cut off from roads on all sides and a third in between
the two. Thus we can measure the extent of urbanization.

. 'W.—.wm&e T S
:/\
¢

s The tribes in Bihar have come into contact with Hinduirm for many
centuries. Many of the religious ideas of philosophic Hinduism such as
immortalily of the soul, its tramsmigration, concept of heaven and hell
and worship of Hindu deities are to be found in tribal society in some
form or the other. What McKim Marriott calls the great Traditiom has
been steadily influeacing the Little 'Tradition, Stories from Hindu epics
are prevalent among the tribes in their popular forms.

Study of culture change in tribal Bihar also reveals the fact that‘
there has been no unilinear development of culture. Food gathering
tribes are drawn into the vortex of complex societies characterised by
1 money and markets without going through the intermediate stages.

—— =
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In course of culturs change the tribes of Bihar are losing the chara-
cteristics of primitive tribal societies. Non of the tribes of Bihar is a
self contained isolate. Even the nomadic Jaghi Birhors are vitally bound
2o the local markets where they dispose of their jungle produce. Though
always moving they are never far from a market centre. The tribe or the
village cannot be taken as a self "contained isolate because of the system
of marriage and the market. Villages are generally exogamous. In-law
relations have to be found in other villages. A study of the range of
marriage in a tribal village disclosed a vast network of marital relations.
The relationship does not end with marriage. Unless the marriage breaks
up, it continues for a generation or two. People exchange visits every
now and then and ceremonia) gifts have to be presented on certain occa-
gions. Secondly, markets are held weekly at different places on different
days. Every villager goes to a pumber of markets for disposing of his
surplus or to buy something or just visit to meet old friends and make
new ones. It is the market, in one form or another, that pulls out from the
compact social relations of self contained primitive communities some
parts of men’s doings and puts people into fields of economic activity that

13
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are increasingly independent of the rest of what goes on in the local life.
‘Thus our tribal society is being transformed into a peasant society. From
self contained isolates it is changing into a part-society. It has begun to
play its role in regional and national life,

In tribal areas Christian missionaries have played a vital part in
bringing about change. A church nearby is not only an agency for
evangelization but a centre from which novel ideas go forth to the area
around. Not only does a pastor change a person’s faith but his entire
life, ways of living, modes of thinking, level of aspirations are deeply
affected. Even if a person is not converted his ideas undergo revolution-
ary changes which result in increased responsiveness to change in the
social, economie, belief and poltical structures. The effect of the existence
of the missionaries may be studied by taking a set of three villages in each
tribe in respect of their distance from the missionary centre.

Most anthropological studies of culture change have lost sight of the
process of communication involved in the wider process of change. Any
research *worth the name should include an investigation of this process
in modern sociological terms. It would be of intcrest to enquire into
both the media and content of communication. Investigation into the
channels of communication leads directly to the problem of discovering
the agents and carriers of change. An analysis of the acquisition of
leadership roles over a period of three generations may be very fruitful.
Tt will be interesting to find out if the leaders of change are different from
the traditional leaders of the tribe in question. Generally the l.aders of
to-day may be rebels of yesterday ard one who is regarded asa deviant
to-day may be regarded as a leader to-morrow. Every year hundreds of
tribals leave for the tea gardens of Assam or the Jute mills of Bengal to
earn their living. They go both for short or long periods and are mostly
drawn from such families who cannot inake both their ends meet through-
out the year. Naturally the traditional leaders are not those who choose
to go out. Others who leave abrutly are those who have - transgressed
the social code and who flee from the punishments their villagers might
prescribe for them, Yet when these returu from their travels, they are
rich in money an1 also in experience. They have seen the world and can
~ deal with non-tribal people freely and without complexes. So their
offense is forgotten, poverty washed off and insoclence condoned. The
emergence of this new leadership is a challenge to the established autho-

rity of the old village elders, The conflict between the old and the new

is the order of the day in most villages.

14
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Sachchidananda—Study of Culture Change in Tribal Bihar

This is important because of the role of leaders in the acceptance or
rejection of innovations. Some groups provide an ideal and a model for
change. A keen student of culture change would see not only the
manifestation of change, bub go deep to discover the values and motiva.
tions leading towards it The Community Development and National Exten.
sion Programmes undertaken by the Union Government is an attempt at
directed culture change. Change is being introduced consciously and
people are asked to respond in a certain way. In theory the programme
has been devised after studying the felt needs of the people. Needs differ in
different aress and the means Tof satisfying the needs algo differ. But in
practice the same needs are ‘being sought to be satisfied and in precisely
the same way in all  areas. It is no wonder ‘that the wave of popular -
enthusiasm is not even half of what was expected. The expectation of a
‘pound of popular effort’ for ‘every ounce of Government aid’ has remained
a far cry. Students of culture change while assessing the work’ in the
N. E, S. Blocks and Community Development areas can find out the
reasons for this lack of popular enthusiasm. The importance of the human
factor in technological change can be truly asssessed by anthropologists.

Change is generalty selective. People do not accept all innovations.
They pick and choose both consciously and unconsciously. It is useful to
find out peoples’ initial responce to an item of change at the time when it
is offered to them. If one follows the case-study method for this research,
some interesting patterns may emerge out of his materials, Deeper study
of the problems of selectivity in aceeptance or rejection of change may
lead to the discovery ef certain cultural screens through which all items of
change are filtered and, in the process, modified. It may also lead to the
discovery of a special cultural focus, marking out certain specific areas
where tribal cultures are specially resistant to change. It would be highly
important  to be on the watch for any tendency towards cultural
reinterpretation or cultural adaptation of alien items,

Another aspect of culture change is contra-acculturation. When a
community lives long under the impact of change there is a second
phase of psychological reaction He begins to rediscover his own culture,Old
values are given new appraisal, old customs and institutions are endowed
with new import and meaning. Instead of being ashamed of his way of
life the tribal takes pride in his custom. One tribal leader recently met
the Governor in the Raj Bhavan in his traditional loin cloth. The youth
dormitory or the «dhumkuria’  is beidg  popularised a school of social
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training even though in most places it haslost its old character of
housing the youths at night, Tribal songs and dances are being set to
the tune of modern music. The dacadent Parka system is bemg
rejuvenated as an instrument of political propaganda. The Govemment
sponsored  panchayat is not used in areas where the Parha is Workmg, _
‘These Developments are so important that a student of culture change *
~ can only ignore at hit yeril.
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A short note on the Lepchas of
Kalimpong Sub-Division of W. Bengal

GOURANGA CHATTOPADHYAY
Caleutta University

INTRODUCTORY

The present note is based on the data collected during & field-work
andertaken in connexion with a project financed by the Central Govern-
ment and conducted by the Calcutta University. The villages Nimbong,
Pemling, Chabo, Mongbloh, Sindipong and Bong, ali falling within the
the Kalimpong Felice Staion of the Darjeeling District,

jurisdiction of
a number of Lepcha informants were imterviewed. *

were visited and

Before proceeding further, the readers should be made aware of the
limitabion of the present note. Since the field-work was undertaken for
quite ahother purpose, the present 'data was not collected by following
any scientific method of sampling. In all 73 families, comprising of 443
individuals, were visited in the different villages noted abeve, Out of these
w3 families, 14 are Christians and the rest are non-Christians,

_ : Table—1
Age-group 0-15  16-30  81-50 51 & akeve Total
No. of persons 174 125 84 60 443

* Apart from what the writer has mentioned in his official report,
two things have struck him very much ,d‘uring the fisld-work as well as
afterwards when the data were being analysed. These are, first, the
economic plight of the Lepchas coupled with the oppression that they
have to face in the cultural field, and seeondly, inspite of all these

¥
* Thanks are due to Mrs. David Mohun, Presidens, Lepcha Adsocia-
tion, Mr. K. P. Tamsung, Secretary, L. A., Mr. Rongkong, Organizing
Secy., L. A., Mr. Norbosing Sadamo, the Headman of Chabo and his son
Mr. Sanam Sadamo for their kind co-operation and help, Thanks are also
due to Dr. S. N. Chatterjee ana Prof. A. Bose, Prineipal, Peoples’ (Janata)

College, for the help rendered by thera.
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adversitivs, their undying Zzeal to revive their ancient culture onee more
and free themselves from their present plighs,

The purpose of the present note is to give an idea of the economic
condition of the Lepchas of the area visited, with just a short comment on
the different aspeets of their culture with the hope of drawing the atten-
tion of the persons who are in & position to study them thoroughly and
render the very neoessary help to them,

LANGUAGE :

The non-Christian Lepchas mostly use the Lepcha tongue when speak-
Mg at home, though almost all of them know Nepalese since this is almost
the lingua-franca among all the hill-people of the district. Some of the

educated Lepchas and almost all the Christian Lepchas speak in Nepalese -

even at home, though, of course, they know the Lepcha tongue. But
‘moet of these latter people do ‘not know the Lepcha script. As there are
very few educated Lepchas amonig their non-Christian population, the
Lepcha script i known to very few persons,

Table—2 e
School-read. College educated  Can just sign  1lliterote
“ name _
Number . = 129 6 96 212
‘Percentage’ 291 ' 14 217 478

"But they are vémy keen on spreading the use of their script and pre-gerv.
ing their language, the following' exai'nplé ‘would confirm this assertion:

(a) In Chabo, the villagers contributed and buils g room where an
unpaid teacher (volunteer) teaches Lepcha to the children of the village.

{b) A clerk (Lepcha) at the local Municipal Office took out a cyclo-
styled newspaper in the Lepcha langthage with the help of a few friends,

As they could not get any outside -help, the paper was liquidated when
‘their personal funds were exhausted.

(¢) The Lepcha Association have published two Lepcha primers
recently by securing grants frem the Government, i
b But a3 the Lepcha language has not been included in the curriculum
of any of the recognised local schools, the language is slowly dying due to
its-lack of official patronage. ~ 7 ; ; #
OCCUPATION: - g e i s LT
LB ':'Majorit,y of the Lepchas 'are"evg'riqulmra;’l people,-and ‘live on ﬁ_hq
‘produces of their land. The major crops are paddy, miaize and millet,

U—
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Chattopadhyay—Lepchas of Kalimpong

Those few Lepchas who have been able to get high-school education, work !
as clerks, nurses etc. A few of them also take up manual jobs like moter
car cleaners etc. Weomen, who are uneducated, do household works as well
as help their husbands in agricultural works, Even those Lepchas whe
hold jobs, do. some agricultural work at home in their spare time,

_ 5 : :  Table—3 - o |
Cultivators  Agricultural - Teachers Businessmen - Other job -~
labourers ks et . holdexs ..
101 10 4 34 6
- 6229, 649, _ 2:69%, 21-99, 399,

(In the above table the household work of women have net been ine
cluded, neither the subsidiary occupations have been taken irto accounty,

~ Only the primary occupations of both the sexes have been tabulated. )

. SOCIAL ORGANIZATION:—

The Lepchas live in simple families, and on the marriagé of a son,
he moves away from his parents’ Weuse and ~sets up a new home, The
daughter goes to live with her husband upon marrying, ) s

Ta‘ble—4 o = ., oy edrdies = =
Total no. of families  Simple families . Intermediate Extended
' families families ..
; 73 50 - 1L 12
k. 1009, i . 685% 1519 ;- 1649, .

Phe kins have to be visited formally on special ocoasions kke a-birth,
marriage or death and funeral in a family, apart from making ordimary

- social ealls, .

- The villages are all multiclan and a- ~iaeiedfbary- headman (Mandak)
serves a8 the agent of the Government. :
RELIGION ; ; _

The Lepcha religion of this area is today a hotchpotch. On the one
hand each ‘‘bustee’” has a monastery of its own, where the Lepéhaﬁig‘ eon-
gregate every morning to worship Buddha as a God, and not as a teacher;
‘onr the other hand during the major passages of life the original Lepcha

“priest and priestess (“Bongthing” and “Mun” i‘espective'ly) are called and

“offerings are made to their ancient "deities.
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. MATEBTAL CULTURE :

As havo alréady been noted, the Lepchas mainly follow agrieulture,
They practise wet riee cultivation and also grow maize and millet by
¢erracing the hill slopes. They use bullocks and ploughs as well as hoes.
Fhey also practise horticulture and produce different kinds of beans and
potato,

Their houses are made of wood. The walls and floors are almost
wholly wooden with sometimes an additional mud-plastering, The roof
is made of either wood, tin or straw-thatching,

Bullocks, cows, grats, fowl and pigs are the most important domestic
animals kept by them. A few families keep duecks too. Dogis always
kept to ward off thieves at night.

Table—5

g Per-capita holding of
Per-family land-| Per-capita land |

livestocks
holding holding [
Bullock | Cow | Fowl | Goat | Pig
#3:56 acres 0.85 acres | 0-17 022 | 065 | 039 0:09
Per-family holding of livegtocks... ! 1-34 J 104 | 40 l 2:36 | 054

Though practically all the Lepcha families own atleast 2 to 3 acres of
land, yet most of them are extremely poverty stricken, That is because
the amount of land owned is not suffigient for them to keep in clothes and
food throughout the year, and so they have to borrow whenever some addi»
tional expense is ealled for.

Table—6

Average per-family annual produce of | Average per-family value of all
. crops yielded annually

Maize Millet Paddy
509 352 8-49 About Rs, 171/.
mds. mds. mds, X

Pisease and occasions like marriage always leave them debtors., The
creditors are mostly Nepalis. They lend money against the mortgage of
“cultivable lands, Generally, the conditions of the mortgage are that a man
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Chattopadhyay—epehas of Kalimpong

pays back about Rs. 10/- to Rs. 15/ every year towards the capital loan
and gives half the produce of the land under mortgage to the creditor. This
leaves them yet more poor. :

SUMMARY :

_ Inspite of the limitations of this note, it is clear that although the
Lepchas are, in general, an extremely poor tribe in India, yet they have
cuite a fight left in them. They are quite eager to revive their old cul-
ture, and for that reason any attempt to spread adult education through
the medium of their mother tongue and to introduce better technological
developments should have a good chanoce of being successful.

The mortgage system deseribed above is a great handicap to them.
Since they have already got 2 gtrong organization, namely, the Lepocha -
Association, and since this organization has, among other things, started
a co.operative milk-product selling centre at Kalimpong, it should not
be very difficult to get some sort of a co-operative bank started among
them, which may give loans at a low rate of interast.

Thus, with immediate relief in the economic field, coupled with the
spread of education and the knowledge of better technological imple-
ments for agriculture, the Lepchas would make quick progress to catch up
with the more advanced people of Indfa.
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Bhattara Marriage

. NITYANANDA Das
Assistant Director, Tribal Research Bureau

The Bhattaras or Bhattadas constitute a major bulk of the
Population of Nowarangpur subdivision of Koraput district and Koksara
- and Jayapatpa police station areas of Kalahandi distr.ct. There is little
doubt that Bhattaras are an ancient stock of the area. Their legend
states their original home to be Arangul in Bastar and their migration to

‘the state of Orissa foﬂowing the Penga Parojas. They are an agricultural °

group. Hunting is resorted to as a form of pastime during Chaitra {April)
festival. Food gathering is infrequent. In this area they live together with
Amanatiya, Bhumia, Rana, Mali, Gond, ‘Bhunijia, Dom ‘and- higher
‘castes like Brahmin and Karan, (E

The most elaborate and signifieapt event in the communities is the
marriage. There are few parallels among other communities where a man’s
entire orientation to life is based on saving for the marriage of his

ownself or his children and wards. Bell believed them to be farther away -

from the tribes on account of their elaborate form of marriage (Bell Dt.
Gazetter, ‘Koraput 1945). Among the Bhattaras there is only adult
marriage. Arown up boys and girls of 18 to 20 years of age are given
in marriage, There is mostly marriage by arrangement, the initiative
always taken from the boy’s side. The parents or guardians or when
there are no living guardians of a marriageable boy, he himself, keeps
information about grown up girls in the area, and from village gossips
gathers on the suitability of the match. Suitability of the match is a
relative factor based on several considerations. The principal consideration
is the clan,

Bhattaras are divided into several us divisions, The
principal clans are Tortoise, Cobra, Dog, Tiger, Lizzard, Bird, Leopard
etc. Marriage within a clan is strictly prohibited. All the members of & clan
believe in descent from a common ancestor and hence are brothers and
sisters. Marriage among  brothers and sisters is not only a violation of
social code, but also a sin against the gods and is met with catastrophes,

22
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Das-—Bhattara Marriage

The dread of incest has heen examplified by instances from many
contemporary  primitive  societies. Therefore =~ while  considering
suitability of marriage it is definitely ascertained that the boy and girl
do not belong to the same clan. The othsr considerations are that the
family of the gir] has not committed any offence, or has not been
permanently outecasted. Existence of dreadful diseases like leprosy in the
family stand on the way of initiating any proposal. Social status of the
parties has also to be cnnsidered. An ordinary man may not aspire to
have the daughter of a Nayak or Pujari in marriage. When these
considerations are properly examined there begin callings to the girl’s
place.

(1) Five to three men including the father or guardian of the boy
Pé‘all at the house of the girl. They carry with them a pot of wine, perched
rice, sweets and other catables. The total expenditure is generally three to
five rupees but may exceed in  case of well-to-do  families. The girl’s
parents and other kinsmen enjoy the food and drink together with the
visiting group. Then the tépic is inisiated. The boy’s men suggest that
they want to pluck the beautiful flower from the garden, on the scent
of which they have come from a far off place. There are other types of
indirect indications. This is called mangni. The girl’s parents consult
their relations, and may even take consent of the "girl. They may accept
the proposal or may outright reject the same.

(2) If it cannot be finalised in one calling, there may be one or more
.ggbseqﬁen’o eallings, till the proposal is accepted or rejected. If accepted,
after a few days in consultation with the disari at the right moment
another call is paid with nine men including the father or guardian of the
boy to the girl’s house. The kinsmen of the girl congregate in large num.
bers. The visitors bring wine, food articles and sweets. Palm (Salpa) wine
iis spec1ﬁcal‘y soucht for this occasion from far off hills. This is called
sagajankz ‘ |

(8) Then there is a third calling. This time there is a grand fesst
and congregation of all the kinsmen from both the sides, I mportant per-
sons of both the villages are invited. On this occasion the negotiation is
confirmed. It is called chidni. The food artlcles and wine are carrled by
relatives of tlie boy.

(4) There is another call to the girl’s place with about: flwenty five
seers of rice, other food articles and liquor. There ensues a feast, This is
called paiti bhata, This is also called balarni.

23
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(5) This time the boy himaself goes with a fcw relations to the girl’s
house, with food articles and liquor. The father of the girl or if the father
is not living the next kin offers a betel-nut to the boy. This is called
gua jokni. After this ceremony the boy gets a right over the girl and he
can claim compensation from the person who kidnaps the glrl. He can
also foreibly drag the girl to his house, and there will be no offence accord-
ing to Bhattara soeial code. Conflicts arise in the community when such
a girl runs away with another boy, and it may lead to seri,us conflagra-
tions. The offender apart from paying the bride price, has to compensate
the boy to whom the girl is engaged. Such disputes are decided by the
caste-chief called bhat-nayok with the help of a Panchayet.

(6) This time the boy's parents with relations reach the girl’s house
on an appointed day with several measures of paddy (not less than two to
three maunds) pulses and cash upto one hundred rupees. Bometimes one or
more goats are taken. The cash price is paid. The social and economic
status of the families mostly determine the quantum of bride price. There
follows feasting for eight days. This is called jola.

(7) After a month or so of the jola ceremony, a date is fixed on
the basis of caleulations by Bhattara disaris. They have their own book
of calculation called ‘medha gantia panji’. In that auspicious and inaus-
picious moments are described. Mere sophistieated Bhattaras also consult
‘Hindu astrologers. On that date the groom goes with his father and rela-
tions to the bride’s place with a ring, bangles and two pieces of Saris, A
feast is given by the bride’s parents. Then the party returns with the
bride.

Marriage takes place at the groom’s house. An alter is made and
it is covered. Seven sal (shorea robusta) poles are fixed. No Brahmin
priest is engaged. The dssars and some elderly persons consummate the
marriage. The bride is carried on the shoulder of the groom and all
present would be dancing. The groom is besmeared with turmeric paste.
Then they make circles around the wooden poles. The unmarried girls
take prominent role in the ceremony. They keep on dancing, cajoling
and jeking all the time. The Doms are the drummer for the Bhattaras.
The marriage area vibrates with drums, thrilled with singing and dancing
toned up with practical jokes. The occasion is followed by a grand feast
‘to which the relations contribute food articles and animals, Marriage in
a well.to-do Bhattara house is such an elaborate affair, that it separetes

them from any tribal community.
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Das—Bhattara Marriage

As has been indicated the total expenditure involved in the arrange-
ment, and marriage is so heavy that almost all the resources of a Bhattara
family are accumulated for marriage. Boys themselves earn and save
with this aim. The maternal uncles and paternal uncles also financially
help at the time of marriage. Marriage looms large as a problem among
this community. To evade the rigor and strain on an arranged marriage
Bhattaras sometimes capture a girl from the market or during Chaitra
festival when the youngmen visit adjoining villages for dancing during the
festival.

When a girl is cap’oured the parents of the girl search for her, and
in due course come to know the kidnapper. Then they come with their
kith and kin and other influential persons to demand the release of the
girl, The girl is kept hidden at a secret place. The visiting men abuse
and threat and placcate the girl to come out of her hidden place. If the
girl is not happy or does not like the boy and she had been kidnapped
against her will, she may come away and surrender herself. Then she is
taken back to her home and a compensation is demanded from the offerd-
er. The matter i3 referred to the community head ‘bhat-nayak’ . Some times
suits are filed in law courts. But this is a later acquisition due to econtact.

If the girl likes the affairs and she has come with the boy of her own
will, she would not come out of her hiding place, Then there may ensue
shouting, catcalls and vilifications, Some elders come to settle the affair,
When the tempers fall and tension released both the villagers sit dowp and
the quantum of compensation, bride price ete., are discussed. If the girl
would have be:n engaged to another person the latter has to rea]'ise. all.
the articles he would have given and costs paid for the girls, from the’
kidnapper. There follows a decision and the kidnapper submits. to it and
pays the dues in due course.

. : ) .

More often a humbler Bhattara may serve in the family of a well.to-

do person with the aim of getting the latter’s daughter or sister in marsi-
age after the stipulated period of service, The period of service varies from
two to five years. Within that period the servant gets his food and
clothes only and renders wholetime service. If he does not dine With the
family he may get about five maunds of paddy per year.'After the stipu-
lated period of service the servans is given with marriage to the girl, The
expenses are borne by the girl’s father or brother, After marriage the
couple may continue to stay with the family of the girl, or may like to
set up a new home or may return back to home of the boy. Through
gervice the bride price and excessive expenditure of Bhattara marriage.

are eliminated,
e
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The Changing tatus of Harijans in a Village of Cuttack District

KULAMANT MOHAPATRA
Research Scholar,
Department of Rural Economics and Sociology

In this paper an attempt has been made to study the change in the
status of harijans in a village in the Cuttack district, Orissa. The aim
of this paper is {1} to analyse the different factors responsible for such
change and (2) to demonstrate that not only processual factors like the
social organisation or economic system but also individual factors like
personality and casual factors like the occurrence of some events, contri-
buted towards such change.

Method of study :—The author was intimately acquainted with the
village long before and long after the period under review. During the
period of review the quantum of his participation was the highest. This
has made the author to utilise the method of partieipant observation with
advantage. But to make the study more accurate informal interviews
were conducted in the village and the data were checked up with the
results obtained from them.

The Village :—The village Bantala is situated in P, S. Barachana,
Jajpur Subdivision of the Cuttack district. It is situated at an equal
distance of five miles from two railway stations on the Eastern Railway.
The distance from Cuttack town is 16 miles by railway and 22 miles by
road. It is situated by the side of the High Level canal which irrigates the
area and the banks of which serve as the only connecting roads with the
railway and the highway.

. The Pebple :—There are five castes in the village; namely,
(i) Brehmin (ii) Khandayat (iii) Gudia (iv) Keata (v) Pana. The last
named caste is that of the harijans.

-~
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Mohapatra—Changing Status of Harijans

The following chart will give a caste-wise account of the people show-
ing their relative strength and economic conditions.

Caste No.of No, of

persons families

Acres of Other so Total Average  Edu-
land

pessessed  income  in Rs,

urces of income income cation

(1) (2) 3) (4) (5) (6), ) (8)
Brahmin 185 31 918  Service, 58,820 1,897-42 Degreo 8
¥ labour, Matric 16
share- Literate .
cropping. ., men b&
Liter ate
women 7
Keuta 87 15 160 Labour, 23,800 1,586:@7  Matric-1
; - business Li%erate §
YR & share
seopping
Khandayat 63 14 - 60 Labour, 10,200 728-58 Literate &
o service
Gudia 11 3 12 Labour 1,640 546:67 Literato 8
" Pana 75 17 10 Labour, 4,200 247-06 Literate L
share- S
cropping

From the chart it can be noted that the Brahmins almost monopolise
education and have a larger share in landed property and other income.
The keutas come as a poor second. The Khandayats follow closely behind
the keutas. The Gudias are insignificant as there are only three families
of them. The panas are the lowest in every respeet. But this does not give
fully a correct picture of the status structure of the village as the
distribution of wealth and educatien is not even within one single caste.
Thus income both from land and from other sources ameng the Brahming
is highly concentrated in four families. Like is the case among the
Keutas where landed property is concentrated in six families, who, though
they have separate kitehens, have landed property in eommon, The Ione
matriculate outside the Brahmin fold belongs to one of these Keuts,
families. Among the Khandayats there is not much disparity of status
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and they can be divided into two groups, first those who ecultivate their
own land, which does not exceed four acres in the case of any individual
holding and second  those who wori on other people’s land on share-
cropping basis. The pinas can also be divided into two groups, those who
‘work as labourers and those who are  share-croppers. There is only one
family among the panas who has four acres of land.

For the purpose of our study we can divide the period of study into
three parts. The first period—This period is from 1945 to 1948, In this

period the Panas were dominated by the Brahmins, The following facts of

dominance were observed.

(1) The Panas who worked as share.croppers had mostly taken land
from the four influential familics of the Brahmins. The Khandayats had
- also taken land from these families, but they were paying much less than
‘the Panas. (2) The Brahmins used to address the Panas in abusive langua-
"ge even in normal talk. (3) Several instances of Panas being beaten for

not being submissive and for very minor offences were observed which
* were not very much objected to when done by the Khandayats or Keutas.
(4) The \Panas were not  allowed to offer worship  even by proxy in the
temple and were not allowed to sing kirtan. (6) If a Pana went through
_the village in & good or clean dress, he was subjected to a gatirical abuse.
6) They were not allowed to bathe in the same place or even near about
the Brahmins in the cannal. (7) They were tound to play on the dholas
- (drums) without any remuneration at the time of village festivals like
the Dolajatra, On such private occasions as marriage, they had to give
similar service and were given only very meagre meats. They were not
'a.llowed to have those names which any of the Brahmins have.

The -second peziod:—This period is from 1848 to 1950. From the
point of view of our study this is the most important period. In this
period due to some internal feuds among the Brahmins a section of Brah-
mins tried to utilise the  persons against the other section and showed
their linient behaviour towards them. TUnder their patronage the Panas
took an active part in subduing & section of the Brahmins. But the conces-
gions which they received from their patrons were more demonstrative
than real. The Brahmins would proxy for the Panas for worship in the
temple, but they would not try to lessen the severity of untouchability.
The Panas however, derived some material advantnge from this situation
#s they were helped to retain their due share of produce from land which
they held as share.croppers. It is ofcourse true that they did not attend
any independent status of their own and took all the advantages they
: gained as favours conferred, not rights acquired.
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The third period—This period is from 1950 to 1955. Its main
characteristic is that the Panas asserted themselves within this period
and attained a status of their own. Most of the feuds between the two
gecbions of Brahmins came to an end during this period with an equitable
share of loss and gain to both the parties. Bitterness as well as enthu-
siasm on both sides were sapped. This had an adverse effect on the Panas,
The group of Brahmins against whom they were working began to harass
them in ev;ryway and the patronising group also began to take awa* the
advantages which they had given under pressure of necessity,

Evénté took a zudden turn in 1951 at the time of general election.
One of the members of the dominant family contested the election and was

opposed by a very powerful opponent  from outside. The local candidate °

did not take much care to enlist the support of the Panas as he relied on
the traditional relationship to ges them in his favour, The other
candidate approached the Panas through an educated Papa. Who
was not an inhabitant of the village but lived in a nearby village and was
the only educated person (having read upto Matriculation) of the Pana
community in that area. The Panas solidly voted for the outside candi-
date and that candidate won the election. This took the Panas a longway
towards achieving their independent status, Soon they began to assert
the rights which were granted to them pfeviously. They called village
lovel workers and harijan welfare workers from outside and held meetings
and kirtans. They also showed defiant attitude and began to violate all the
humiliating restrictions. This resulted in many quarrels and conflicts but
none of them went to the law courts and most of them ended with advan-
tage to the Panas. With these gains however bitterness of feellngs on
both sides was subsided but the relation which evolved cannot be called
cordial.

The decline of leadership omong the Brahmins was also a contribu-
ting factor towards the change of the status of Panas. There were two
persons belonging to two of the dominant families who occupied the
position of leaders on all occasions. Both of them belonged to joint
family, but their brothers were away from home on services. Therefore
these two were enjoying the entire family property. The elder brother of
one of them was an influential officer, a factor, which helped him to have
advanhages as a leader, During the second period, mentioned above, this
officer retired and on the death of his father the property was divided, A
similar case of division of property took place also in the case of the
other leader with the result that both of them found it very difficult to
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Success of Ashram School

BISWANATH SHAW, B.A., Dip:in-Ed.
3 Ashrain Schools, established and managed by the Tribal a;ld Rural
‘Welfare Department for the education of the Adibasi children are typical
residential educational institutions.” Theoretical instrustion “and practical
training in agriculture and crafts are included in the Ashram School
curriculum in addition to the syliabus of the Education Department
prescribed for the Middle School. Since the Middle School syllabus is
introduced in the Ashram Schools ‘and the students of Ashram Schools are
required to appear at the Middle School Common and Scholarship
Examinations, it has become a tendency to give more weight on general
education than the vocational subjects introduced in the Ashram Schools,
In some Ashram Schools, it is learnt, the pupils in the topmost class are
exempted from the voeational classes to devote more time and energy on

* the subjects for the Final Examination. 1he credit is due to the Head

Master and Assistant Teachers if their students show good result in the

‘Common Examination. Their endeavour, no doubt, will be appreciated by
“the authorities of the Department who also judge the merit of the Ashram
‘School teachers from the result of the Common Examinations. But we

'ghould bear it in mind that the success of an Ashram School does not solely
depend upon the percentage of successful candidates in the Common
Examinations. This idea may mislead wus from our primary objectives of
the Tribal Education.

The Government of Orissa have started about 60 Ashram Schools in
which nearly 2000 Adibasi children are receiving education.at the
Government cost. The Government could have easily arranged to
educate these Adibadi children in the Middle Schools perhaps at a
less cost. The Government spend lakhs of cupees .for the establishment
and management of Ashram Schools. This shors that the Government
established the Ashram Schools with a definite purpose, which can not be
achieved through the traditional wag of education imparted in our
Middle Schools, The Tribal and Rural Welfare Department, the officers
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in charge of the Tribal Welfare and specially the Head Masters and
Assistant Teachers of the Asharam Schools should never forget the
primary aims and objectives of the Ashram Education.

Sometimes it so happens that we create new problems while we
begin to solve a particular problem and it is true in case of the endeavour
for the solution of the tribal problems, because we do not know what the
real problems are and the correct way of approach to solve the same.
Many of us hold the idea that the Adibasis are uncivilised and uncultured
yeople and our duty is to give them new light of civilisation and culture.
But if we come in contact with the tribal population, study them with
progressive attitude and scientific outlook and with due sympathy and
interest, we will not hesitate to admit that these neglected and hated
people have also a type of culture which we have not and in some respects
they are more advanced than their so called civilised and cultured brethren.
These innocent and ignorant tribes have been economically exploited and
educationally kept backward since leng. Now efforts are being made to
save them from exploitation to improve their standard of living and to
educate them in a proper way. It is not the intention of the Government
to create a new problem of educated unemployment in the tribal commu-
nity. The Ashram education bas been therefore, designed in the manner
that the student can attain. self-suffi eiency by the time he leaves the
Ashram School if he does not go for h]gher education or does not get any
employment, :

The primary aim of the Ashram education should not be preparing
Adibasi children for higher education or Government employments,

. According to the educationists education aims so far as its limitations
allow, at the formation of individual character, and with perfect - consis=
tency it may be said in the same breath that it aims at the making of
good citizen. Education is all round development of child. All round
development means the development of body, mind and - moral. The
immediate task of an Ashram School should be to provide suitable oppot-
tuntiy for the all round development of the Adibasi children and turh
them inte healthier, happier and better citizens. The success of ani

- Ashram School should be assessed from the progress of the curricular and
co-curricular activities it undertakes and organises to achieve these
objectives, The student should be trained not to be successful only at the
school examinations; but in the real examinations of life in the society
where he is to live as a responisible citizen.

U A i ————
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. A ceremonial Hunting of the Ho in Seraikella

BiMAN KuMAR Das GUPTA
And
PABITRA GUPTA
Calculta

-

During a brief Anthropological Survey among the Ho of Makundput
village, P. S. Seraikella, Dist. Singbhum, Bibar in 1954, we had the chance
to investigate into the ceremonial hunting of the Ho. There were 24
families in the village and all were Ho. We found them to be agricultu-
rists in the tzuest sense of the term. They were not in the habit of going
a-hunt with bows, arrows or with any other weapon, As a matter of
fact, hunting habit was in a process of dying out amongst them. The
above statement is all the more corroborated by the remarkable absence
of various types of hunting weapons traceable amongst the neighbouring
tribes who occasionally practised hunting.

But this does not mean that they had developed a natural antipathy
for or any strong aversion towards hunting nor does it point to the preva-
lence of and prohibited custom. We really found little boys rambling
with tiny bows and arrows, amidst adjoining bushes and forests and aiming
at birds just in a playful manner. Dr. A. N. Chatterjee and Prof. T.C.
Das * point out that birds are killed with bows and bolts to relieve
monotony of diet. What was noticed by us was that this simple aiming
at birds meant only a training in hunting and the most remarkable feature
was that this hunting habit received a full stop just when they attained
maturity, when they remained much more inclined towards agriculture
than hunting the beasts. During our field.survey even inspite of our
detailed enquiry we did not find even a single grown-up individual who
had engaged himself in hunting as a regular part of his routine.

From an enquiry of their festivals and eeremonies it emmerged out
that they used to observe only one hunting festival and that was on the
last day of the Bengali year. This festival was of a communal sort and

ey

{*) “The Hos of Seraikella’—Dr. A. N. Chatterjee and T, C. Das.
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was observed along with the neighbouring villages jointly, The main
purpose of this festival was to make some merriments at the cost of
hunting.

Dalton t writing in 1872 takes note of an annual hunt held in May
and describes it as a ‘great meet for sport in which people of all clasres of
the neighbourhood and surrounding villages take part’ but due to inade-
quacy of description the above point cannot be compared with that of
ours,

An almost similar type of hunting ceremony also prevalent among
the Birhor (another member of the Mundari group), that is held in the
month of ‘Baisakh’ (April.May) has been reported by S. C. Roy.tt

Similar hunting festivals of communal sort are observed in South
Manbhum oa the ¢Baisakhi Purnima’ day in April-May, when all men
young and old, participate in the annual hunt on the Ayodhya range in
the village known as Ayodbya. Tiaough in fact, the main participants
are the Sautals, yet members of other groups viz., Bhumij,Mahato, Kamar,
Kumhar, Chatri, Birhor, Dom, Kharia, Mahali, Orang Mudi ete., also partis
cipate. The only difference is that the Santals hold their traditional
court during the period while the members of the other groups keep them-
selves engaged exclusively in hunting and rejoicings. The hunting acti-
vities are carried on in different small groups, each group traversing an
area and moving in different directions. - The jungle is sparse and of the
preys are notable beers, leopards, different kinds of birds etc. An esti. -
ma_)te_ of the local people suggests that the total strength of the crowd nears -
or crosses 10,000 and the situation takes such a rowdy turn that the
District Magistrate, Superintendent of Police and his Deputy, along with
battalions of armed forces guard the venue,** :

Below is depicted in details how the people of Makundpur observed
such a hunting festival in the year 1952.53 A, D, (1359 B S.)

The day on which this ceremonial hunt was to take place was an.
nounced in the Seraikella Haz, On this fixed day, in the evening, some
twenty-two persons who were wiliing to participate in the ceremonial
hunt, assembled under a big ‘aswatha’ (Ficus religiosa) tree in the western
corner of this village. Thisvillage was called ‘Jahersthan’, [The ‘Jahesthan’

—

() ‘Descriptive Enthnology of Bengal’—E. Dalton,
1t *The Birhors’— 8. C. Roy
** Personally communicated by Dr. S. C, Sinha, Calcutts
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is but a bushy tree with a few slabs of stones a4 its foot, The stones
reﬁresent their ‘bongas’ (deities)]. Under the tree there was a slab of
stons representing the Samgaarbonga (the deity connected with hunting
operations). The party was well equipped with . arms like battle axe. .
(‘Kapi’) bow (‘Arsad’) arrow (‘Sur’), bolt (‘Tuti’). When all of the parti- -
cipants amassed, the Deuri (village priest) who had reached there before,-
put a vermillion mark on the stone and uttered some prayer wordg——

. “Bars Simkvm sana Sale tukim tanas
Huju ola ete bonga Maya ants
Simko bari bonga maya.” -

The translation of the above words runs thus:—
A “Wo are going a-hunt, if we
succeed in it we promise that
we will give you two fowls.”

After this the party started for the ‘Silpingada’ jungle where the annual
hunt was to be held. This jungle was about ten miles away from the
village. The party marched on and at midnight reached Narangbera (a
village near  Silpingda, inhabited by the Santals). Parties from other
villages also reached there in the meantime. All halted in this frillage for
the night. A Santal of the village named Xushal manjii represented
through dancing, the whole story of Ramayana. Thus the night ended,

In the early morning, nex_f, day, all the parties, together started for
the jungle. They advanced in a Semi.circular fashion. While
forward they immitated the cries of different animals, This was done to
terrify the animals. On their way onwards they hunted g variety of

" animals e. g., deer (4jibi’), wild boar (“ghusuri’) wild fow] (‘sima’) ete,

Hunting being over they assembled together at the outskirt of the jungle,
The fllesh of the hunted animals was divided party.wise. The party from
Makundpur tied the hunted animals, that came in their share, with-

. TOpé
and started for their village.

The following prey fell in the share of the party from Makundpur,
~ Wild fowl—5 o b5
‘Agkal’ (a bird)—1
‘Keal’ (a bird}—1
‘Ghusuri’~—1
Wild deer—1 _ .
The meat was divided amongst all the famlies of the village. -
8 fai_nily wherefrom no body participated got a share.
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Next morning, all the villagers assembled at the ‘Jahesthan’. The
Deuri (Priest) then put four heaps of ‘atop’ (unboiled) rice in front of the
stoner representing the Sangaarbonga, and took two fowls one coloured red
and the other white.(The coloured one for Sangaarbonga and the white one
for Singbonga who was identified as the Sun and whose Supremacy over
all other bongas was admitted by them). The fowls were bathed and
vermillion marks were put on the forchead of the fowls, They were
taken in front of the stone, The fowls were then allowed to take rice (one
fowl from one mound and the other from another). The Deuri then behea-
ded the fowls. The white towl was at first offerad to Singbonga and
-then the coloured fowl to Sangaarbonga. The two heads of fowls were
put on the two heaps of rice and a pot of ‘diang’  (country liquor) was
kept in front of the mound.

The *Deuri’ then uttered—
“Bubu pate huntw ukhen bon ga
Kima deuri Singbonga Simkim
Sangar bariye”.

English translation :—

“As promised we are giving you
two fowls——one to Singbonga and
the other to Sangaarbonga’’,
The whole cermony ended here. The ‘diang’ (liquor) put before the
mounds and the heads of the two fowls were taken by the ‘Deuri’.

For this ceremony a sabscription of annas four was realised from
each family.

Total income Total expenditare
24 families Two fowls ... Rs. 3-0-0 pies
Rice . Rs. 1-0-0 pies
Diang Rs. 1-8.0 pies
4 annaseach Vermillion ..  Rs, 0.2-0 pies
Rs. 6/—only Earthen pots... Rs, 0-4.0 pies
Rs. 5-14-0 pies

(Balance=anns two,)
The balance of annas two was kept with the ‘Deuri’ (priest)

The description of the abov. festival was narrated to us by Sodan
(sex=male, age=45) and Mokra (sex=male, age=33) of the village
Makundpur,
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The above festival which is held on the ‘Chait Sankranti’ (i3th or
14th April) day is not mentioned in any of the published monographs on
the Ho. It is worthwhile to Mention here that on the same day in some
villages ‘Shiva’ is worshipped. But in the village under study no such
worshipping was held in the particular year. .

The nomenclature of this festival as was given by our informants
was ‘Chait parab’. But Dr. D. N. Majumder] refers to ‘Chait parab’ as a
<Dikhu’ festival in which the _Ho takes part. He does not mention its
coincidence with the hunting festival. Dr. Chatterjee and Prof. Das * refer
to ‘Chait parab’ as a festival in which the God Shiva is worshipped and in
which the people of the neighbouring villages take part and special dances
are held. It has not been mentioned there whether the dances are held in -
forests as was suggested by our informants. And therefore no definite
clue can be obtained whether the joint ' merry-makings are in any way
related to the statements made above. Whatever may be the case it may
be said that the ceremony depicted above is the only of its kind found
among the Ho of the village Makundpur in the district of Singbhum.

However, it does not in any way, imply to the incorrectness in the
observations of our previous ficld workers. In fact, it would be really an
interesting study if we could probe into the phenomenon of ‘Chait parab’
in its two aspects—on the one hand the performance of ‘Shiva pujah’ and
on the other participating in communal hunting. An attempt to trace up
the coinciding occurence of these two aspects together with the relative
distribution of each would reveal some of the historic processes of inter.
cultural contacts operative in this area.

We acknowledge our thanks to Prof. G, 8, Roy of Calcutta Univer-
sity, for bis valuable suggestions in course of preparing this paper.

(§) "Tribe in Transxtwn——Dt D N. Ma]umder T
(*) “The Hos of Seraikslla’—Dr, A. N. Chatterjee and T. C. Das
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