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The Namasudras are the largest group among
the Scheduled Castes people of Assam. They qonstitute
32.97% of the total Scheduled Castes population of
Assam. They are howevdr, mainly confined into the
Cachar and Karimganj districts of Assam. But unfor--
tunately very little is known in regard to this
ethnic group bereft of any literature and study report
on st

In one of the meetings of the Directors of
Tribal Research Institutes held in New Delhi at the
behest of Ministry of Welfare, Government of India,it
was decided that the Tribal Resegrch Institute,Assam
should conduct a socio-economic survey on the Namasudras
of Cachar and Karimganj districts. The present report
is an outcome of this decision.

For the purpose of this study at first
those villages where the Namasudra population was
found to be 40 percent and above were identified.
The total number of villages in the two districts on
this criterian was found to be 100 and 10
percent of the identified villages were taken-up for
conducting the study on the basis of random sampling.
20 percent of the households from each village was
taken-up for sample study and as such altogether 156
families came under the purview of the survey. The
devastating floods in the Barak Valley, however,
caused some dislocation in conducting the fieclds
Survey at amstretch.

The present study report contains a brief
history of the Namasudras and their origin,population,
demographic characteristics,infrustructural facilities
and other basic ammunliae% available in the surveyed
villages,participation in education by the male and
female members of this community,school drop-outs,
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occupational pattern (primary and subsidary),land
holding pattern,live stock,fisheries,annual income

and expenditure,savings and investments,rural indebt-
edness and changing t;ggggglike traditional institu-
tions,family planning magsures,inter—caste marriage,
untouchability and atrocities, prohibition measures etc.

In the last part of £he report condluding
observations and a number of suggestions for the socio-
economic development of this down-trodden community
are incorporated. We have algo incorporated the major
findings of the survey at the beginning of the report.

This socio-economic survey was conducted by
Shri G.N.Das,M.Sc., District Research Officer,Liphu.
Since he has no field-staff at his disposal he himself °
had to conduct the study by visiting the selected
villages himself, I offer my thanks to Shri Das who had
conducted the survey and prepared the report undcr my
guidance., At the field level he had received considerablc
help and co-operation from the different Government
officials like Sub-Divisional Welfare Officers of
Silchar,Karimganj and Hailakandi, Block Development
Officers of different Development Blocks of the two
districts and their sub-ordinate staff and also non-
officials of the Namasudra inhabited area. I offer
my thanks and gratitude to all of them for helping the
Tribal Rescarch Institute of Assam in conducting the
field study.

I feel“that this report which is revealing
many unknown facts regarding the socio-economic condi-
tions of the Namasudras,would help the Planners,Adminis
~-trators,Of ficials af the Development Departments, !
Research Scholars and Others in various ways. |

F:" f\\ ﬁo‘fl_\n’h""}-\
(B.N.BORDOLOI) ?;C;[q(;7 |
Director
5 Tribal Research Institute:Assam
Datea Civighael Ashok Path:Basistha RoadiBeltola

the 30th Septemb&r,1987n Cukaha e P,
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REPCRY  OF

gI{B SIRVEY OF TFE SOCIC ECONCIMIC COXDITICKS OF THE NAMASUDRAS
F TI'E KARIMGANJ AND CACHAR DISTRICTS OF ASSAM s:s333330

MAJCR FI'DIMCS OF TI'E REFORT

T The total populatfon of the erstiuhile Cachar district (at present
Karimganj and Cachar districts) constitutes 11'7% of the total
population of Assam, as per 1971 Census. Again, the percentage of
scheduled castes population of this district is worked out to be. 12! 19
of the total population of the district. The Namasudras occupy the
highest position i.es 32'97% of the total scheduled castes population
in Assam. On the other hand, the Pafnis and the Namasudras constitute
37' 5% and 27' /% redpectively of the total schediuled castes population
inhabiting the erstwhile Cachar district.

2. Although the Namasudras are generally supposed to belong to the
fishing community, in fact, they are an agricultural caste in the
Karimganj and Cachar districts of Assam.

3. The total No. of households selected for our study, on the basis
of random sampling, is 156 only and the total population of these
households is estima<ted at 965, out of vhich the No. of male and
female population is 503 and 462 respectively. Sex-patiof is wrked
out to be 1000:918.,

4o Bxcept one village which is located at a distance of 4 KM,

all the other nine villages are located within the range of 0'1 K.M.
to 3 KeMe only from the nearest motorable road. Two villages are
located by the side of the gravelled roads and another two villages

are located by the side of !Katcha' fair weather motorable Pxads. YO sk .

People from the remaining six villages have to use foot bracts in
winter season and boat in summer season to reach the motorable road.
Proper maintenance of the gravelled motorable roads appears to be
lack'ng and serviees rendered by public buses are quite unsatisfactory.

5¢ Civic amenities like post office, telegraph office, health
dispensary, veterirary dispensary, etc, afie within reach of the people,
under study.
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6. Pre-pﬁne:zy school is not establlshed in any one of the selected
villages. Lover ‘Pm.mary schools are,. of course, located in every
village. The percentage of Nemasudra students is found to be 79% of
the total students belonging to all castes and communities, as per
&nrolment in the year 1985.

[

7« Iy the High School stage of education, the enrolment of students
is not so much satisfactory. The no. of students, irrespective of
caste and commmity, coﬁing from ten villages to seventeen educationdl
institutions is found to be 562 only, according to 1985 enrolment.

In other words, 56 students, in average, from the selected villages -
a=ttend warious educational institutions.

8¢ The trend of smhmim school drop-outs is gradually decreasing..

The total No. of drop-outs as collected from the different educaetionsl
institutions, right from L.P. +o High schools, is 106 Nos. in 198485,
113 Nos in 1983-8/ and 125 Nos. in 1982-83. Lack of proper guidance,
extréme poverty, failure in examination and marriage of girls, etce.’
are the fundamental causes of drop-outs.

9+ Tourteen colleges are available in the Karimganj and Cachar
districte fpg general education. The total No. of students attending
various colleges from the selccted villages in 1985 is found to be
42 only. Out of 42, the No. of Namasudra studehts is worked out to
be 21, the No. of beys and girls being 17 and 4 respectively.
Although the No. of coliege going students appears to be very thin,
even then a pos:.tive outlook towards higher education has been
observed among the people during our field 1nvest1gatlon.

10. The percentage of literadps among the total population of 965 is
estimated at 36'5, male literacy accoumts for 43'73% In case of female
llteracy, the percertage is found to be 28'78 on]y According to

1971 Censug the percentage of male and female literacy in the erstwhile

' Cachar district is estimated at 40'4 and 19'9 respectively. The

increase of 8'9% of female literacy in the selected househodds is a
healthy sign towards female education.

11, Provision of safe diinking water is quite unsatisfactory. People

.use to fetch water from the ponds » wells and the nearby rivers.

Except the tradnt‘ional method. of filtering water the people do not
adopt amy séientifie measure to get rid of water-borme diseases. The
people appear to be least conscious of health hazard .,
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12+ Inspite of limited mumbers of shops wighin the selected villages,
availability of dgily, bi-weekly and weekly markets near the villages
has considerably. helped the people in procuring esmential commodities
and sellihg their agricultural products.

13+ 10 Nos. of GeP. level Co-operative sociefties with a share capital .
of Rse 10,74,158/= have extended services to 29,343 Nos. of shareholders
out of which the No. of Namasudra sharcholders is 5963«

14. Bamboo and cane works mgy be mentioned as the only cottage

industry as observed‘during our field investigation. Some of the -
households particularly in the villages Kemargram and Telikhalerpar

have taken up bamboo and cane works as the primary source of

iivallihood.'

15«  In respect of primary occupation it hag been observed that out
of 156 households, 95 households (60'9%) are engaged in cultigation,
21 houscholds (13'5%) in bamboo and cane works, 19 househodds (121 2%)
in service, 8 households (5'1%) in business, 7 households (4'58) in
fishing ard 6 households (3'8%) in daily wage. On the other hand,

in case of subsidiary occupation it is observed that 72" [& of the

. total households have subsidiary occupation. The percentages of

households engaged in cultivation, daily wage, fishing, bamboo and

cane works and business are 27'/, 26'3, 2112, 17'7, gnd 7'1 respectively.
Perhaps, adoption mw% of daily wage as primary source of 1ivelihood

by 4'5% of the total No. of 1 56 households and as secondary source

of 1ivelihood by 26'5% of the total No, of 113 households indicates

the appalling poverty of the people. However, agriculture still plays

a signifié{mt role in the economic condition of the people, although,

at present, occupational pattern has undergone some sort of changes

due .to_izxf‘luence of modern education, minimum land holdings and easy
transport facilities, eto.

164"  Out of the total population of 965, the total No. of earners
and earning dependents is 290 (30'18) and 261 (27%) respectively.
On the other hand, the non=earning members constitite 42'9% of

- the total population.

7+ Tt has been found that out of. 156 households, 68 households
(43'6%), 44 hougeholds (28'2%) ana 23 households (14'7%) possess lands
in the categories '0=5', ! 5=10' and '10-15' Bighas respectively.
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8 households (5 1%) are found to possess lands in the category
(15-20' bighas and 3 households (8'3%) in the categnyy ! 20-bighas
and_ above! . The total area of land possessed by 156 households is
found to be 1356 bighgs, out of which 1070 bighas, 268 bighas and -
18 big;]as are brought under cultivation, homestead and Bishery
respectively.It is to be noted that 32 households have got no
cultivable land. The avcrage land holding per houschold is 8'6
bighas. Percapita lang holding is worked out to be 141 bighas only.

18. Cultivation of sali paddy is émtensively undertaken by the
people. We find 91% of the cultivable land under sali cultivation
but in case of A ang Boro, the percentages are 23'3 and 6'8 only.
The yield per bigha is estimated at 6 mands in Sali, 5 mands in Ahu
and 4'1 mands in Boro. According to the informants, although they
are not in the hahit of utilising fertilisers, pesticides and
improved variety of implements, etc, the rate of production would
‘have been better if flood waters had not swept over the agricultural
fields repeatedly.

19¢  Oub of 156 households; the No. of households having different
types of livestock population is as follows :~

69 households (44'23%)- bullock, 73 households (46'79%) - Cow

21 (13'6%)= howbuffalo, 24 " (15! 38%)she bufalo
26 " (16'67%)~ he-goat, o9g (61'548) she=goat .
59 " (3’7‘82%)~pigeon, 136 0 (87'18%) -duck

19 . (12'18%)~ foul. '

Amor§ the different types of livestock population, the
peréentage of ducks is found to be the highest i.e. 46'61. Again,
the percentage of bullocks .and cows is estimated at 17, In respelct
of buffalles, gogts, pigeon and fowls, the percentages are 3's58 s
15'3, 10'3 and 7'1 respectively. It may be mentioned that rearing
of fouls has been recently taken W by some of the households.
Pig is not reared by theme.

0.  Our field investigation reveals that only 9 houséhéids
(5'7%) nave possessed oultfurgd_fishery, one fishery per househodid.,
We have almgfiy mentioned that the total area of lamd under fishery
is 18 bigh,s which is 1'3% of the total area of land possessed by
156 households, Of course, the people have the habit of collecting
fish by means of mets and other traditional methods mainly for )
household consumption.

O,
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21, Out of various sources of incmme.,l cultifation stands first
because of the fact that 41'33% of the total income is derived fram
eult:.va'blon. Other sources, in order of sequence, are service (181 28%)
bamboo and cane works (13'15%), fishing (11'05%), daily wage (8" 23%)
and business (7'96%). It may be mentioned here that 80 households .
(511 28) live below poverty line. The avergge gross amual income
Qf g household is estimated at Rs. 7590 26. Per capita income is worked
out to be Rsy 1227‘63 only.

22, Of #l1 the items of expenditure, food is the only fkiem

* jtem which accounts for 77'55% of the total amount of expendiuture,

Other items are dress and ornamemts (7'98%), payment of labourers

fuy agricultural purpose (4!35%), health (4'05%), festivals and
ceremonies (2198%), education (2'/4%) and miscellaneous (O 69%) .

The average annual expenditure per household is fourd to be Rse 7255'51.
As a resﬁit, we find that the average househcld has a very low

pudge'b with a little surplus amount of Bs. 334'75 only per annume

R34 Rural indebtedness has affected the village economy adversely.
Oup of 156 households, 58 Nos. (37%) are indebt. The amount of debt
is found to be Bs. 1,33,600/-. The average debt per household is

Rs. 856'/41 and the av rage debt per indebted household is worked out
to be Rs. 2303'45. The per capita debt is estimated at Rse 138'45.
The amount of loan taken from barks, DR DA and G.P. level
Comoperative societies is to the tune of s 41,800/- but the amount
of loan taken from village people is Rse 91,800/=. The rate of
interest for the amount taken from bank and other Gover‘nment
agencies varies from 10 to 14% per annum but, on the other hand,
the rate of interest for the amount taken from village people is

as high as 10% per month. Inspite of the high rate of interest,
people like to approach the village people for loan perhaphs. to
é.vOid the complicated procedure of banks and other agencies.

2o The Namasudfas, under study, appear to be less conscious so

. far as Constitutional safeguards ard welfare measures for upliftment

of the screduled castes people are concerned. Moreovér; they have

not been able to dern.ve much benefit from the prov151ons offered b,y the
Govermmetit—=of Assam to bring all round development of the scheduled
castes population of the statee

t
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25,  Change is inevitable to a society. Amohé the Namasudras also

we have observed certain changes, Traditioral irstit tions like Family

and Marriage have undergone significant changes. Disintegration of joint
family has taken place. Marriageable age of boys and girls has gone up.-

in recent times. Attitude towards adoption of modern treatment of disease -
is a good indicator of positive change. The importance of higher

education has been felt by the people. In respect of material culture

viz. dress and ornaments, hair style, household articles, food habitr

and house pattern, we observe notable changes. In short, the mird of N
modern civilisation has started blowing over the Namasudra villages.

-

In the context of family planning and birth control measures
we find that out of 131 respondents, 20 persons (15%) have expresszed
their nepative attitude towards these measures while 111 Nos. (85%)
have expressed their support for the scientific methods but nobody
in the selected villages has taken advantage of the family planning and
birth controlvmeasures. In mespect of inter-caste marriage also
we have not found any cyse of such tvpe of marriage. Evils of
untouchability and atrocities are totally absent not orly in the selected
villages but also in Assam as a whole. According to the informants,
drinking of liquor is absent among the people, although someone may
take it quite secretly. It is heartening to note that drinkirg of 1iquor
has not victimised anybody in the selected villages.

In the long run, we may sum up saying that the Namasudras
themselves must come formard with a missiorary zeal to mould and
reshape their desfﬁqy by taking advangate of various welfare measures

showered upon them by the Govcrnment.
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The twin districts of Karimganj and Cachar, commonly referred
to as the Barak or Surma Valley lie between latitudes 2408' and 25%8'N
and longitudes 92°15' and 93°15E with & total geographical area of
6941 8qe km. The two digtricts were till recently known as the district
of Cachar which was bounded on the north by the North Cachar Hills
district of Assam and the State of Meghalaya, on the south by Mizoram,
on the east by Manipur and on the west by Tripura ard Bangladesh;
.4s a result of reorganisation of districts in the state in the month
of jgly, 1983 the erstwhile Cachar district was bifurfated and
corstituted inte two separate districts vig. Karimganj with HeQ. at
Karimganj and Cachar with HeQe at Silchar. The total grographical
areg of the present Karimganj district is 1839 sq. km. while that of
the present Cachar district is 5102 sq.km. only.

Originating from the gouthern slopes of the lofty range-s of
Nagaland the riwer Barak runs through the heart of the Barak valley.
The important tributaries of this river are the Jiri, Jatinga, Longai
and Sonai, etc. The Barak plain is dotbed with small isolated hillocks,
Llocally known as 'tillas' which consist of layers of sand, clay and
gravel. The Barak Valley is of alluvial origin and is surrounded by
hills on three sides except to the weste Amual average rainfall in
the erstuhile Cachar district is 3059'5 ml as against 18646 ml of
state average in the year 1978,

According tor 1971 Census Report the total population of the
erstuhile Cachar district (at present Karimganj & Cachar districts)
is 17,13;318 which is 11'7% of the total population of the State of
Assam. Again the rmumber of Scheduled Caste population in the district
is estimated at 2,08,867 which constitutes 12!19% of the total population
of thé district. The total No. of Scheduled Cashe population in
Agsam is fourd to be 9,12;5'57;, vhich is 6 24% of the total population
of the State. The percentage of Scheduled Caste population of fhe
district to the total Scheduled caste population of £he State is
22'8. In Agsam, there are 16 nos. of scheduled castes with 9
- Syronyms as per Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes Lists Modification
Order, 1976, Govermment of India. Castewise distribution of population
in the different distriots of Assam is shown in Amnexure I. The
percentage of Population of each Scheduled Caste to tofal population
of all Scheduled Castes found in Assam is shown in Table I, zmp
as per 1971 Consus. | '
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Adegate plamning for cconomic developm nt of a particular
community is primarily based on the size of the population of
that community. It is highly essential to take into accoumt the _
probable growth cf population of that community before urdertaking
any planning. Census operation dig not take place in Assam in the
year 1981, We have to consisder, therefore, 1971 Census figures as
base in order to fird out the required population projection. Tt
has already becn mentioned that the total population of the Aerstwhilé"v .
Cachar district is 17,13,318' as per 1971 Census. Again the total
number of Namasudra populatioh in the above mentioned district is
estimated at 57,24 only. Applying the standard rate of 3'6% annual
increase we find the total population amd the Namasudra populaticn
of the erstuhile Cachar district +o be 28,711,080 and 93, 910n
respectively by tlk year 195, Table II shows the population
projection of the district.

TABLE-TII

Population Projection of the erstuhile Cachar district.

S1.No. p Nax.ne of the x(r Year » g Total pOpulationgf Namasud?a
-9~ dlStI‘:LC‘(? 8 , () population.
1« { Cachar 0'1971 ) 1713318 0 57244
i ! 1981 ) 2440251 ¢ 81524
0 0 1982 2528100 ! 844,58
3 0 1083 0 2619111 8 87498
0 1984 0 ‘2713308 9 90647
0 ! 1985 .0 2811080 g 9910
A ]

d
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o NAMASUDRAS =~ A LITTLE KNOWN SCHEDULED CASTE.

In Chppter III 'Reprint from the Census Report of 1891 of
Census of India, 1961 the caste Namasudra, on the basis of traditional
occupatich, is shown under Group 40 - Fishermen, Boatmen, Palki-Béarers,
Cooks, etc. 4s regards the Namasudras the Census Report further statest °
' Namasudra is the enphemism under which the Chandals or Changs try to
hide their true caste, which in Himdu eyes is one of great degfadation.
In the Brahmaputra Valley they call themselves Chandal. Mr. Risley
suggests that Chandal may have been the tribal name of one of the
aboriginal tribes whom the Aryans found in possession of the soil.
Thc:ir occupation is beating and cultivation. They have a separate class
of degraded Brahmans as their priests. They ma:ke their own barbers, as

the Napit or Nava-Sakha barber caste declines to shave thenm' 1.

HeHe Risley brings forth his opinion about the derivation of the
name 'Namasudra' in this way: 'The derivation of this name is uncertain.
Dr. Wise thirks it may be from 'the Sanskrit Namas, adoration, which
is always used as a vocative when praying, cr the Benpali Nemagte, belou,
undeencath! « The lat¥er suggestion seems the more plausible. The Pundits'
inmterpretation of the former is understood to be that the Chandsl is bound
to do obeisance even to a Sudra. It would be promotion for the chandals of
Manu to get themselves recognised as a lower grade of Swudras. The name
may also be ré&ferred to Namasd.or Lomasa Muni, whom some Chandals regard
as their fythical ancestor. On the other hand, Namasa Muni himself may
have been evolved from the attempt to explain away the suggestion of
inferiority implied in the name Namasudra.'

As rerards migration of the Namasudra pcople from Beneal,
Bhakta Das comments ¢ !'In Bengal during the period of King Gopal
anfl other Kings of his dynasty and Raja Sitaram threy were econom:Lcally
sound. They belonged to the Arn.s’conratlc community in culture and
dignity and magnituie of thelr liv-lithood was high. But afterwards due
to politieal changes and violence of untouchability incited during the
reien of Raja Ballov Sen, who wes a strong supporter of Bralmins and caste

‘distinction, forced the Namasudras to accept some inhuman rules.

—-—-—-—-.—————-—--——-—.————-—d—-—-—-—-—-—.—-_——-——-——‘—.—...’-—*’-;--.—

1. Census of Ima, 1961 (Vo1 IIT, Assam Part V-A), P, 98.
2+ The Tribes & Castes of Bengal (Vol 1) by HeH. Risiey, P 183,

Con‘bdoooooa 11/’
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But the Nemasudras opposed to accept the inhuman rules. Tha King with

all powers operated his force against them ard drove them away foom

their ancestral lamd tortured mercilessly and announced all over his

state’ that Mamasudram are ! CHANDALS! s " CHARAL' AND untoughables.

Thus they were placed in the lowest % class of Hindu socicty. Being disgusted
by such treatment a large mmber of Namasudras migrated to Assam ang

settled in Goalpara and Cachar distridts. Further at the time of partition
of the country Namasudras came “o Assam as refugees from east Bengal and

permancntly settled in Assam‘.3

Bimal J. Dev and Dilip K. Lahiri have stated : 'As early as in
1891 Chandgl inhabitamts of Karimganj submitted a petition to the
Chief Commissioner praying that they migrt be called Namasudras, J.D.
Anderson, District Commissionor, Cachar remarked : ! Ir Chandals 1ikey
to call themselves Namasudra I don't see why we should not let them.
We cAll the Kumars as Rudrapaul and fisherfolk as Patnis. There can be
no question of ambiguity or confusion, for the title Namasudra is only
used by the Chandals and is merely a part of an endeavour to raise their
soelal status, an endeavour vhich I for one would encourage. When a Sahd
in Sylhet calls himself Das there is a chance that he may be taken for
Kayastha, but here no such difficulty exists'. The chandals of
Karimganj subdivision in t eir petition claimed that although they
generally were known as Namasudras trey wered call=-ed in any actual
transaction Chandal (male) ang Chandalini (female). Tt appeared that
in September 1890, when the Chardals of Karimganj applied to the
Magistrate to replace Chandal and Chandalini by Namasudra and
Namasudrani, strong obgections were raised by many Sudra Castes,

Later the Sudras obtained g verdict from the pundits in their favourt,#

With regard to their habitation it has been obscrved that in
the Karimeanj and Cachar districts, the Namasudra people use te live
within a village alongwith population belonging to otrer castes and °
comminities. Ag g result, the mmber of villages having 100% Namasudra
population is found to be comparatively less than that of mixed villages.
Like other commumities » the Namasudra people also use bamboo, wood and
thateh, etc, as materials in the construction cf their houses. The
main house is sometimes divided into compartments for the convenierco
of the members of the households A small hut is also constructed by the
side of the main hcuse for the purpose of kitchen. Moreover, serarate

huts are mnde by them 4n order to keep domestic animals such as COWy

e e e

3« & Glimse of the Schediiled Cast es and t' oeir Socio-Economic
Development in Asgam by Bhakta Das, P. 32

4o Cosmogony of Caste ang Spcial Mobility in Assam by Bimal J. Devy
and Dilip K, Lahiri, P=s1, :
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goat, vtce. The homestead .is surrcunded by bamboc feneings. Plantain,
bambeo, betel=nut and cther trees like mange, jackfruit, jarul, cte,

arc alsc scen within boundaries of their homesteads.

Althoush dmiti is their traditirral dress, now-a-days most of
them particularly the younge pecple are in the habit of wearing medern
dresscs. Women wear sari and varicties of ornaments made of gold and
silver. Cheriical ornam-nts and constumes have also gaired popularity

among the wemenfolk.

‘amasudras are gererally agriculturizts by occupation,.
Cultivation cf Sali paddy is mainly practised by them. In some places,
cultivation of Ahu and Boro is also carricd out. Some of the Namasudra
households are found to be engaged in serivee, trade and commerce, ctc.
Moreover amons the pcorer section daily wage is the means of livelihcod.
However it must be admitted that the Namasudras, both malc and female, are
extremely labomicus. Rice with curry and vegetsbles is ordinarily taken
by them twice cr thrice daily. Fish is most fgvourite. Pan or sufari

and bidi or tohacco are alsc items of daily cohsumption.

So far as family system is conccrned, the Namisudras follow
patriardaal systm of family. The line of descent is patrilineal. After
the death of father the eldest son becomes the head of the family. In
case questirn of separation takes place among the broth rs, paternal
property is then divided oropertionately ameng them with the help of
elderly persors of the village. It has also been obscrved that joint
family system has been gradually fragmented inbo mﬁﬁf‘;ﬂmily system

among the Namasudras.,

Monogamy is the gencral rule. Marriage by ncpotiation is the
usuval practice. Marriagh takes place with their own clan. Inter-caste
marriage is not permitted by the scciety. Marriage by mutual conscnt ard
clopement within the same community also takes placc. Junior levirate is

allOWOd s

The rcligion of the !Nemasudras is Hindugsm. They belong to the
'Sakta' sect. They worship a number of gods and goddesses Viz. Dupge,
Sarasw,ti, Manasa, Kali, Vishnu, Ganesh, Lakehmi , ctc. Socio-rels gicous
cercmonics are performed by priests of their own castc. Dead bodies are
cremated and the-death ceremony is performed on the eleventh day

according to Hindu 1aw.

Contdoo --013/
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" Disputes are generally solved by the village council consisting
of eld rly persons of the village. The village council alsc takes

up matters relating to develcpmental activitics within the village.

It is a happy sign to note XA that evils of untouchability
and atreditiss have no deeper roots amocng varibus communities
inhabiting the twe districts. That the Namasudras have nurtured a
tendency to raise their social status high-r in the social hierarchy
may laso be cbserved at the time of physical visits to different
villages inhabited by the people cf this community «
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CHAPTER ~ II

METHODOL OGY

The present study is anf attempt to throw some light
on the socio=economic conditions of the Namasudra community in the
Karimganj and Cachar districts of Assam. For this purpose a list of
villages having /0% or above Namasudra population was collected from
fhe different Gaon Panchayat offices located within the two districts.
The 1ist contains 100 nos. of villages. It is shown in Annexure-II.
In this connection it may be mentioned here that tours were undertaken
for collection of village names in the months of Septembbr and
Decemper, 1965. Every attempt was being made to cover more than 75%
of the Namasudra villages under the above criterion. Hence all the
Gapn Panchayat offices under whose Jjurisdietion, location of such
villages made known, were physically visited and information
rollected. After completion of the village list, 10 nos. of villages
were selected on the basis of random sampling for our study. Fhe

following table shows the 1isf of selected villages$

TABLE .TIT
LIST OF SELECTED VILLAGES.

AL 1 2L
Neme of the | Name of the ' Name of the ' Name of the village.
district. { Dev. Block ! Gaon Panchayat |
1
« Kamargram
St Kot g’ Jatkapon T+ Kamargram
Karimganj Develorment Block Kanichail- 2« Telikhalerpar.
Jabainpur
3. Poddarpar.
R.K. Nagar Dev. R.K. NAGAR B S
Block. i Vangirbond 4+ Kishoripur.
]- L] B ° (& i °
Baarssir Dot Nefe Baggrpur 5. Nayatila
Block.
Narasingpur Dev. Pal onghat 6o Rukni Pt.I
Block. Dholai 7+ Mahadebpur Bast
Cachar Katigorah Dev., Kalain 8. Baraitoli Pt.II
Bl
B Gunra . 9+ Khelma I
Salchapra Dev. Tapang. 10. Chibitabichia P4IV,
Block. '
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Tnterview schedules were p-repared and cangassed to
156 respondemnts, selected on the basis of 20% of the total number
of 780 Ngmasudra households belonging to these villages. A1
respondents who were heads of households were personally contacted
for condu-c‘.“ing interviews In addition, necessary pa rticulars of
each village viz. location, transport and communication sgstem, e

civic and educstional facilities and other basic amenities were

recorded in the village schedule. Data were collected in between

Jaruary 1986 and December 1986. Datan collection took a Xikx lot of

time mainly due to occurrence of devastating flood in the entire _
Bayak Valleyand disruptioh of train services in the Hills Section.

Inspife of unlimited hurdles, data collection came to an end in the

last part of December 1986. After completion of data collection,

time was fully devoted to processing and analysis of data. Report

writing was also started along sith tgbulation and analysis of

data and it was completed by the end of July 1987 only. However,

at the time of writing the Report the essence of the following few

Jineés was constantly kept in mind.

'The basic mxExkiw qualities of gocd scientific writing
are accuracy and clarity. The first step is to decide just what
information one wants to convey and to understand how the various bits -
of it are related to one another. The researcher should berin with
preparing a detailed outline of his report. It would be very
difficult for most researchers to producc a clear and well organised
account of their research with only a vague and a general notion of
the final shape of the report. Preparing a Betailed outline allows
one to cc;igcen‘brate etclusively on what is to be said. If one
constructs the skeleton of the report, the looking at the bare bones
one can more easily sce whether any important points have been
left out. Moreover, the outline with its clear indication of mé‘jor
topics, sub-topics, and further sub-divisions, helps a great deal in
focussing attention on logical relationships between different bits
of the materials. Writing without an outline affects adversely the
smooth flow and continuity in the ¥ line of thought. The outline
clearly marks the shift from one”tOpic to another and thus, »
facilitates the grouping together of all the points on a giwven ‘toﬁic,

-
S
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Once fhe outline has been prepazl-ed, it is necessary
to carefully go through it tc check whether anything important has &
been omitted and whether ideas that have been grouped together belong
together. logecally. It may be helfful to have someone else read it
and comment upon it. Then if changes in the basic structure of the
report seem essential, they can be effected before the actual writing
sta rts. In the long run, time is saved by writing the first draft
of the report as quickly as possible. Once it is on paper, one can

go back and rewrite sentonces and paragrapbs.

- At some point, however, attention must be givrn to the
style of the report. There is little that can be said about this
except that the stress should be on clarity, simplicity and correct
grammatical structure. Tt should be remembered that one of the
functions of grammatical rules is to help us use language in such
away that convey cur meaning with minimum ambiguity 2

5. Methodology and Techniques of Social Research
by Witkinson & Bhandarkar, P. 39.

3
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CHAPTER - ITI

POF ULAT TON CHARACTERISTICS.

It has already been sbated in the preceding chapter

that 10 nos. of villages with /0% or above Nemasudra p-opulation

have been selected for our study. The total no. of heuseholds in
these villages is estimated at 1052 out of which the No. of
Namasudra households is 780 only. The following table shows the

distribution of Namasudre households alongwith population in the

selected villages $

TABLE - IV. i
- | Distribution of ﬁamsudra households
alomgwith pepulation in the selected
villages.
‘ . Am o A n.
Vo Wame oF the T Totad § T8EaL VTotal No.Wotal ™ - ° ' p.c.
o village. hcuseholds. | population.)) of Nama. 0 Nokof "N ! of
0 sudra Nama 1 sud 1 Nama
0 household:bsudra N 2! sura
T P ol 2,
0 0 ola‘blon'tg ts' tion to
1
popu-
g § 0 9 'ggguj“?tlat ion
3§ 7 5 &1 7t 8
2. Telikhalerpar. 120 635 120 635 100'00 100' 00
3. Paddarpar. 60 390 45 295 75'00 756
Le Kishorirur 40 245 0 245 100! 0C 100'00
5. Ngyatila. A 75 41 275 100'00 100' 00
6. Rukni 'Fft.I 165 987 81 556 .59' 09 56'33
7+ Mahadebpur Bast 81 635 €0 192 TROT TS
8+ Baraitoli Pt.II 90 515 50 315  55'56 5,78
9« Khelma Pt.I 130 686 120 621 9231 90' 52
10+ Chibitabichia = . .. ~ -
Ft. IV 179 1281 80 535 L4169 4176
Total = 1052 6,551" 780 L7198 L1473 24

The above table zeveals that the percentage of Namasudra
households to total number of households of the selected villages
is 74' 14+ Again the perventage of Namasudra p-opulation to total
population Ts 73'24e Mention msy also be made of 10@% of Namasudra

N Con‘td [ X 0118/
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houscholds as well as population in three villages. vizs Telikhalerpar, o
Kishorip-ur and Nayatila. On the other hand, the lowest compentration

of Namasudra households (44'69%) and populstion (41 76%) may adso -

be observed in the Chibitabichia village (Pt=IV).

The total nimber of Namasudra housecholds seledted on the
basis of 20% sampling is 156 only. Table t\f.shows the distribution
of selected no. of Namasudra households against each village. e

Table = V.
Setected No. of Namasudra households.

Sl. No. oName cﬁ‘ the vil'l.ageg Total No. of g Total No. of -
8 ‘Namasudra selected -
. 8 households. | Namasudra
households.
1 o ]

1. Kamargram 143 29

2e Telikhalerpar. 120 24

3. Poddarpar. 45 9

die f{ishoripu:b . 40 8

5, Neyatila. 4 8

6+ Rukni Pt.I 81 16

Te Mahadcbpurs East €0 12

8. Baraitoli Pt-II 50 10

9. Kholma Pt.I. 120 24

10. Chibitabichia Pt=IV o 80 16

Total 780 156

The above table shows that out of 780 nos. of Namasudra
households in 10 nos. of villages, 156 nos. of households have been
kaken into account. Moreover, it may be noted that the village

Kzunargram has the highest no. (143) of Namasudra houscholds whikh
the Kishoripur village has the lowest no, (40) of Nemasudra
households. '

The total no. of Namasudra population in 156 househoods
is estimated at 965 only. Table W shows the distribution of
peopulation accor<ing to age=group.

~ ‘ Comtd tec's 019/‘
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Digtribution of population according to age grmoup. ‘

2]

.S1.Nod Name of thel 0~10Q 10~20 { 20-30 oao-z,u bz,oaso g5o—60 (fOrrs fLotal

vﬂlage. 8yrs yrs. g yrs iyrs 8 yrs yes g & :
1e" Kamargram 59 32 21 27 11 11 5 166
2. Telikhalerpsr. 27 31 25 15 12 7 6 123«
3+ Poddarpar. g8 18 11 3 6 5 7 58
4o Kishoripur 2 1N 10 3 8 3 3 - 56
5¢ Nayatila 12 9 10 11 3 5 3 53
' 6. Rumi Pt.I, 25 22 21 16 M 12 5 2
7. Mahadebpur 23 26 16 11 10 5 6 9 -
» Bagt, :
8. Baraitoli PtII 17 8 1% 10 3 3 8 63
9. FKhelma Pt-I 32 2 25 20 15 6 4 130
10+ Chibitabichia 29 22 23 12 10 6 5 107
Pt-IV
Total 250 207 176 128 89 63 52 965

It is seen from the above table that in the age=group
'0=-10' years the no. of population is the highest (250). The percentage
of population in this age-group has been worked out to be 25'9, Again
in the age-group '10=20' years' 'K)-BO yrs! '39-1,0 yrs', '40-50 yre',
{50~60 yrs' and !'60years and above' we find the percentage of
p-aOpulatltbn as 21'5, 1@ 18'2, 13'3, 9'2, 6'5 and 5'/ resepectively.
It mayp therefore, be said that from the age-group (0~10 yrs! wpwards the
percentages of population to the total population have been gradually

decreasinge

Out of the total no. of 156 households, the no. of male population
has been found to be 503 as against 462 nos of female populationl
Table VIL shows the sex-ratio as calculated from the gelected households.

TABE VIT

Sex ratio of the total population of bthe
selected househotds.

Sl.No. v Name of the 8 Male- g female V' Female per
. - § 0 1000 males.

Kamargram ~ 87 ’ 79 908 -
2. Telikhalerpar. 62 61 - 983
3. Poddarpar. 31 27 870 -
Lo Kishorip ar 29 27 931
5.  Nayatila 28 25 892
6o Rukni Ptel 57 55 964, Rt
7«  Mahadcbpur Bast 17 50 1063 B
8. Baraibtoli 34 29 852
9, Khelma Pt-I 70 . €0 857
10, . Chibitabichia 58 49 844

P“"”IVu :

“Total 503 %z g8 T T
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The above table clearly shows that the no, of Eapxiuwx females-
per 1000 males in the secledted households is 918 only. It may be
noted that the sex=ratio in the village Mahadcbpur East is 1000 :1063.,
According to 1971 Census sex-ratio in the erstwhile Cachar District
is 1000$923 and that of the State of hgsam is 1000 :896. Hence the no.
of females per 1000 males in the selected households is much higher
than that of the state. On the other hand, it is slightly low i
in comparison with that of the district.

ok A =g
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CBAPTER IV.
INFRASTRUCT TRAL FACTLITIRB ¢

In the process of sccio-economic development of any community
the role played by irfrastructural facilities can not be ignored.

Actually dev@lopment programmes designed for upliftment of a
particular commmity are based on the ififrasfructural facilities .

available in and around their habitat. Let us discuss, in this chapter,
some of these facilities available in tho selected villages.

Te Tran§gport & Communication Facilities:

'The process of a cduntny’s economy deperds on the extent of
the availability of a good system of transport. Lack of adequate means
Of transport create bottlenecks in the economi and retards economic
develépment e Transport ray be regarded as the arteries of the sconomy.
B has been rightly said that !if agriculture and industry are the
body and the bones of a national organism, communicaBions are its
nervess! The economic and industrial development of a country is
bound up with the defelopment of the means of communication. T is
only by an extensive and well=organised transport system that Europe,
North America and Japan bhave risen ‘o the pimacle of economic ard
indrstrial development! .

Our fieRd survey reveals that all the villages emcept onei
under study, are located at a distance ranging from O'1 KM. to
3 KM. only from the nearest motorable roads Only one village is
located at a distance of 4 K.M. Mthough the villages appear to be
suitably located, in fact, the benefits derived by the people can not
be gaid to be satisfactory. Most of the motorable roads are gravelled
and these are also not maintained properly. Moreover, serigces
offered “the public busses are also disheartening. There is no
timei‘EB speed limit of the buses. To CArTy passengers beyond the
capacity of the bus is a regular phenomenon. As a result, peoplé have
to suffer a lot. - ' :

The following table shows the distance of each villagae,
selected for owr study, from the nearest motorable road amd sorme othep
important places. '

6o Studies in Irdian Ecoromic Problems by C. Ganguli,‘P-142 |
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TABIE VIIT,

Distance of each village from the nearest
motcrable road and oth_r important places

(in K.M.)
a . A . -——
81, No) Name of the 3 Motorable 5 Railway 8 Block Office { District,_-
village. ) road. station. HeQ.
; !
1. Kemargram’ 0'3 6 A 7
Kaliganj- Karimganj South Karimgagj Karimganj.
Karimganj Deve. Block
Road. Karimganj. -
2, Telikhalerpar 0'2 5 4 6
’ Fate Kali gan i ‘ Karimganj gputhBKarimganj Karimganj
Karimganj ngv: 10?1(
Road. wrimganj .
‘ 6
e Poddarpar. 4 10 . ' 56
Kadamtol o Anipur gés BlNﬁiir Karimganj.
R.,K. Naga ¢
Road. K.Ko Nagaro
—— g gy 7
o Kishoripur . 2 . .
‘ B4 joypur- Kurlavcherra R.K. Nog,r Karimganj
Cheragi Road. Dev. Block
R.Ks Nagar.
5.  Nayatila - 3 . 15 8 12
‘ ‘ Badarpur - Rupsibgri Badarpur Dev. Karimganj
Karimganj Block,
6, Rumi Pt=l 1 25 6 T s
Palonghat- Silchar. Narsingpur Silchar
Kabuggng Road. Dev. Block *
Narsingpur .
7.  Mahadebpur 2 35 , 14 35
‘ East, Dholai=-Silchar Silebar  Narsingpur Silchar.
‘ Road . Dev. Blogk
- Narsingpur. )
8 Baraihtoli 3 = 7 7 28
Pt-II Badarpur=Kalin Hilaras Katigorah Dev Silchar
Road. ‘ Block, Hilara
9. Khelma Pt=I1 3 - 8 8 56
~ ‘Gunra~Kandigram Hilara Kati gorah Dev Silchars
Road . . Block, Hilara. chars
1 oM I | B
0. ghl%tablohla Hailakandie Srikomn 20 - R
t=IV, Silchar Road. . Salchapra Dev Silchars

N

gty

Block, Salchapra

Corrtd ®c 09 23/

- ——




)

$=23=:

The mode of communication from the motopable road to some of

the villages is Bound to be on foot during winter season and by boat
during summecr seagon. Orly two villages viz. Maradebpur East and
Kishoripur are lccated by the side of the gravelled roads. Moreover,
another two villages vigs Telikhalerpar and Chibitabichia Pt IV are
located by the side of !Katcha' fair weather motorkble roads. People from~
the remaining 6 nos. of villages havé to = use wither foot tracts or
boat for their movement. On the whole, it can be said that better

. ‘transport and comrmunication facilities in the near future will help
the pecple in improving their cordition to a great dxtemt.

2. Civit & Edueatdora] Facilities:

Civic and educatioral fac:Ll:L'bles available in a particular locality
indicate resourcefulness of the ldgality, With regard to civic
amenities viz. Post Office, Telegraph office, Health Dispersary and
Veterinary DlSpOl"SaI'y, etes we have observed that the people of the
villages may take full advantage of hhe benefits without much difficulty.
The following table shows the distance of each village from the nearest
places where such amcnities are available. '

L

TABLE . IX.

P:Lstance of each village from the rearest
Places of public importance.

..(iﬁ K.M.)
S1.§ Name of thel Post Office "Telegrapho State O Veterinary {Private
No.§ Village. { Office  { Dispensary) Dispensary/ fmedical
? g g Hospital gpractitioner
1, Kamargram ' ! 7 7 7 3
! ' Shysam Karimganj Karimganj - Karimganj Karimganj
Nagar.
2. Felikhale S 5 K -5
Helikhalerpar Kal?.‘gan j Kerimpanj  Karimganj Kaliganj Karimganj
Bazgr, -
— % Z 3 2
3. Poddarpar Kooy BeKe Nagar R.K. Nagar R.EK. Negar R.K. Nagar.
" 4. Kishoripur -2 19 19 19 19
S Cherapgi ~lavehe
rae Durlaveh rra'Durlavcherra DurlavcherraDurlavcherra

5. Veyatila 2 5 s 5 5
Sz:lgourl - Badarpur Badarpur Badarpur. , Badarpup.

o
b
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S1) Vame of thejPost Office QTele,graphO State Veterinary
Yo ) villape 6P Office { Dispensary DiSP?NSaIY/ ,PZ;XE:; e
' & g Hospital Dfnlrza.c'l:ltloner
6. Rukni Pt-I 2 2 2 2 Kabftganj
¢ Palonghat Palonghat Palonghat Palongh.t
7. Mehadebpur 2 2 2 1 2
Eagt, Dholai Dholai Dholai Mahadebpur Dholai
8+ Baraitoli Pt-I_:I
4 4 4 4 4
Kalain Kalain Kaldin Kalain Kalain
9. Rhelma Pt-I 2 6 6 2 2 -
Gumra, Kalain Kalain Gunra Gumra . -
70.Chibitabi- 0'5 23 23 23 . 4
chia Pt-IV. Chibitabi~- Silchar. Silchar. Silchar. Digor srikona
chia

Education is the backbore of modern civilisation.
Hence all efforts should be chamelised in order to der:Lve proper
benefits owt’ of educational institutions. Let us discuss here how far
the people, under study, have been able to squeeze the cream out of the
educational facilities or in other words, how far the educational
institutions have contributed towards all round development of the
people.

The following table indicates Lower Primary Schools
and enrolment of students in the year 1985 against each sheddst
school 2

TABLE X
_ L.Pe Schools & Enrolmenmt of students.
No, eae of theD Name of the Distance from 0 Students Namasudr‘a
Ov:illage. y schoolgtypel the village. attending § students
5 & year of ] the schoold attending
establishment from the the school
' .. - village. from the
1 2. a -3 L 5 ‘ 6
, Located in the Boys = 65
1. Kavargram ggﬁafg;am ~ middle of the girls-4 0 Boys = 65
Vivekendanda village. _ Girle- 40 .
Vidvalaya,
CO'Vtu 19-55 : e =




1 2 &3 i 4 ‘E g 6

2e Tel:tkhalerpar 56 No Near the village
Telikhalerpar Boys =39  Boys=37
L.Pes School, Girls=29 Girls=26
.GOV't' 1918 -
3, Poddarpar. 314 No. Within the B - 12 B -9
Padmarpar L.F. wvillage. 9 G =5
School, Pro-
vincialised
1949«
J,» Kishoripur. Hara Gouri Withing the @ B ~ 32 B = 21
® LoPs School - 'village. G- 16 G e 13 -
Verrbilre, 1979
5, Naygtila 936 No. Near the B -15 B ~15
Ngyatila L.P« village. G- 13 G~ 13
School, Govt.
1974
6. Rukni Pt-I 482 No. 0! 5:K.M. B - 22 B - 22
Raghu Ram G- 29 Ge= 29
Buniyadi
Vidyalaya,
Govbe 1949e. 2
7e Mahadebpur 646 No. " Within the B - 32 B - 21
_.Pagt. . . Pancharan . . wvillage... G=23  .G=17 . .
Buniyadi ‘ " . '
comectmom - Vidyalaya,® CGovts
L 195k
8, Baraitoll 599 Yo, Within the ‘Be~35  B-21.
pt-It Tilagram L.P. village. Gem 287 G =18
[P . . . SChOOl, GOVt. .. e . O T et I . . e
9. Knelma Pt~I 3203 No. 0' 5 KeM. B - 47 B = 42
- Kandigram L.P. G- 40 G - 34
. sbhool, Govbt. .. o L R
. 92 - - -
10. Chibitabichia 113 No. Within the - 51 B = 26,
- PteIV.  Chibitebichia = village. - 1,,2 G - 20"
. ' LeP« Scheol, o
Covte 1913e- = . : - -

The above table reveasl that each village is provided with one
Lower Primary Schoal either 4n the village or at the outskirt of the
village. The tokal errolmént in these Schodls is estimated at 619 in
the year 1985. Out of 619 the no. of Namasudra students is fourd to be
494, the percﬁntape of Nemasudra students to students of all con@unlties
belng 79%. This indicates peOple' s keen desire and active guidance in
gerding their children to the schoolss Mow.let us have a look at the
age groups of the Namasu@ra students reading in the L. schools, in
Table Xl . ‘ X L |

¢

Lo ) . . : ‘v‘, | . h . Cé!ﬁ?doa oooo‘;.wz _;zré;"'




=26 =

TABLE - XTI,

Agc—,croups of the Namasudra stulints
- reading in the Lover Frimary schcols.,

i§‘

136, Agu.ln in the age-grouwp 9 = 11 years, the ‘ot :
studerrts is estimated at 194 out of which the 1o of bes is 115 while the

no. of girls is 79 orly.

al no, of Namasudra

-Contd.so . u27/“
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Sl. g Nare of the schcol | &g group ‘o‘ Boys Giris | Total.
. HQ. ) o G h
1 2 8 3 § 4 ] 6 6
1e Kamargram Vivekanda 6-8 yra. 40 23 63 -
Cigyalaya. 9~11 yrs. - 25 17 42
2. Tellkhalcrpar L.P.  6=8 yos. 16 22 38
School. 9=-11 yrs. 21 A 25
3¢ Padmarpar LeP. School 68 yrs. 6 3 9
9-11 JTSe 3 A 5
4e HaraGouri L P.'School é~8 yrs. 13 12 25
. 9"11 Jrse 8 1 9
5. Nayatila L.P. School. 6%8 yrs. 8 9 17
9=11 yrs. 7 4 11
6 Raghu Rem Buniyadi 6=8 yrs. 10 15 25
V:Ldyalaya. 9-11 yrse 12 14. 26
7« Panchanan Buniyadi 6-2 yrs. 12 10 22
Vidyalaya. 9=-11 yrs. 9 v 16
8. Tilagram LeP. School. 6~8 yrs. 15 1C 25
9e - Kandigram L.P. 6=8 Yrs. 28 20 .8
School. 9=11 yrs. 14 14 28
D. Chibitabichia LP.  6:€yrs. 16 12 28
School. Qw11 yrjé- 10 8 18
From the above table we find that in the age.;roup 68 years, the no.
“of students is 300, oup of which the 70 of boys is 154 and that of girls
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It may/be out of place to mention here that there is not a single

Pre~Primary school which is highly essential in order to impart education
to children below 6 years ’of age,- in these villages. '

‘Now let us switch over to other educational institutions, The
following table shows the names of M«E., High and Higher Secondary
schools alongwith enmrolment of students against each school, in the
year 1985. ‘ : _

» Table - XIT
M.E., HeEe,& HeSe Schools and enrolment of

students from the selected villages. .
A i A Y A
. { Name of the 6 Name of the school{ Distance { tudemts { Namasudra
No. § villare. ) type ard year of [} from the Jattending ( students
0 J establishment Ovillage fthe school) attending
) ) 0from the ( the. school
0 0 0 , village. { from the
8 g 0 g villape.
. (
1. Kamargram Kamargram M.E. 0'5 KeMe B = 60 B « 60
aided, 1980
Kaliganj Public 4 KM B~ 4 B~ 4
H«S« School, G- 1 G- 1
Provincialised,
1959.
2. Telikhalerpar; Pallishree M.E. Within the B = 24 . B - 24
SChC)Ol, GOV‘bo village. G - 19 G - 19
Aiged, 1960
Kaliganj Public 6 KeMe B 2 B~ 2
HsS. SChOOl, G = 1 G - 1
. Provincialised, :
1959,
3. Poddarpar. Palleshree liigh 1'5 KeMe B = 8 B~ 1
~ School, Ad=hoc,. G = 11 G- 6
1976 « o
4o Kishoripur. Cheragi Vidyapith 2 KM« Be= 2 B~ 2
High Schocl, G- x G~ x
) Venture, 1979« '
5¢ Naygtila. Three Village ME. 1 KMe B =7 Ba 7
o School, Venture, G5 G- 5
1981
School, Govte G - 24 G - 24

Aided, 1982, S

Comtdoeo %0 o%/
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1 ¢ 2 ] 3 ) 40 5 0 3
6. Rllkni P't,-I CICOJ’OCO Pa_'l_onghat 1'5 KoMo B - 3,?, B - m
High School, G -~ 17 G- 9
- ProvincialiSGd,
_ 1955 ‘
7 'I"hhadebpur Haricharan M.E. 0'25 K.M. B .. 5 Be 2
East., School, Recognised G.. 8 G- 4
19780 !
B.N.M.P. SChOOl, 2 Kob{- B . 31 B - 16
Govt. 1922, . G- 16 G-~ 10
8. Baraitoli Pt-II Balaram Vidyapith 0'125 KM B . Be- 3
M&E. School, G- 4 G- 2
Provincialised.
1975
Kalain H.S. School /4 K.M. B . 3 B 3
Govte. 1947. G . 1 G~ 1
Y Hj B - 16
igarkhal Hjigh 3 K.M. B--. 20 G
e School , ¢ 1 - 13
Covteaided
. -1 ?
9 Khelma Pt 1969
Grmra PUblic 2 KoMc B . 9 B = 7
M.E. School, G~ 5 G- 3
Provincialised,
1952
Chibitabichia M.E. O'5 KM B . 73 B~ 30
School, Provineialiseq G~ 57 G - 23
10, Chibitabichia 1968
P’b'-IV.
C}*ibitabichia High 0'5 K.M. B - 20 Bem 7
Schocl, Goyteaided. G - 46 G- 5

19¢0

<2

The ~bove table shows that the tﬁa’tal no. of studenss attending
different educational institutions, from the selected villages is
562 out of which the no. of boys is 343 ard that of the girls is 219,
Again out of the total no. of 562, the no. of Namasudra stiudents
hapoens to be 36, the nc. of boys and girls being 241 rnd 145 reSpectivgly;
If may be pointed out that after completion of primary <tage of

o
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education many Namasudra students give up further study

evident from the above table.
the enrolment of students is low.
17 nos-. of educational institutio
of caste ;nd commnity, coming from 10 nes. of villages is 562 only

ie.ee 56 students in avérage from the selected villages receive education

in those institiutions.

Brief discussion gbout school drop-outs may
place here. Tt will be observed in the following table tkat the total
fo. of droptouts in various educational irstitutions is 106, in
1984-85, 113 in 19838/, ard 125 in 1982-83. This shows that
drop=outs has becn gradually decreasing.
edvcation the no. of drop-buts is 1less in comparison to the higker
stage of educgtion. Factors mainly responsible for school drop-outs
are lack of proper guid
-eXaminations ang marriage of girls, ete.

drop-outs during three academic sessionss

TABLE « XIIT

School Drop-outs in various

Econcational. Institutions,

which will be

As a result, in the Bigh School stage,

The above table reveals that in

ns, the no. of students irrespective =

In the primary stage of

not also be out of

the no. of

ance, poor economic condition, failure in the
The following tadle shows

Name of the schodl ) 1984-85 § 198384, § 198583
p

Sl. o o
¥o.§ . —— A 7 0
1e 504 No. Kamargram NIL Ba3 NI
Vivekananda Vidyalava. Gw-1
2. 56 No. Telikhalerpar NIL NI, NI,
LPo SChOOlo -
3. 314 Bo. Padmarpar B ~2 B w-x B-2
LOPO SChOOlc G-2 G—4 G»'!
4o Hara Gouri L.P. B~35 B 1 NII,
School . G =5 G-
5¢ 936 No. Nayatila L;iFe B = x . 4
School.. G 1 L NIL
6. 488 No. Raghy Ram  NIL B a1
G =-x NIL

Buniyadi Vidalsye.

e T ——— -
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7« 66 Mo. Panchanan: Nil 1 M1
Buniyadi Vidyalasya.
8. 599 No, Tilagram L.Pe. B~/ 3«5 B~/ =
SChOOlo G - 2 T - 4 ) QG - 4
9. 303 No. Kandigram L.F. B-g B« 10 B - 14
10« 113 No. Chibitahichia Ni1. 3-2 N1l S
L.F. School. G =3
11. Kamargram M.Ee School. B =6 Bes B - 17
G=5 G=5 G- 4
12+ Tallishrce M.E, School. B = 3 3~5 B-3
13. Three V:L'L'l.age M.E o B <« 3 B - 3 B - 4
Scheol . ' G-2 G e 1 G =2
140 HariCharan FIOE. SChOOl. B 2 B - X B - 3
G -x (5 - 1 G=2
15+ Balaram Vidvapith B =1 B w2 B ~ 1
M.E. School. G-2 G -1 G -1
16+ Gunra Fublic M.E. B9 TR B o5
____Scho®l. G =7 t=1 G =4
17+ Chibitabichia M.E. B=-3 E =/ B -3
School. . G =3 Ge-3 G- 2
18+ Palleeshrec Hipgh Schocl. B = x B = Baw?2
19« Cheragi Vidyapith High B -2 B -2 B -2
School , G~=x G =x G -3
20+ Samabay High Schocl B -x B - 1 B2
S G =2 G =1 G- 1 ,
21. C.C J.C. PBJ_OD{?‘h"].t B - 2 B - 3 B = 1
Hieh Schools . G -1 C w2 G =3
22, B.N.MP. Schotil. B~3 B-2 B-2
— G ~1 G =1 G=~2
23, Digarkhal ‘Hrh School Bex Be? Ba2
— Ge2 Ceb6 Ged
24+ Chibitabichia High B2 B w3 B~2 '
School. . G-1 G - 1 G-/ =
25, Kalain H.8e Bchcole -~ B = 2 B3 B~/
> G e 1 G = 1 G =2 A
26¢ Kaliganj HeS. School. B2 B -x B = 1
! i G = x G~ 1 G -2
Total 106 113 125

, Coittdse oo 031/
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In réspeét of ~-c':ZJIIELﬁeEé"eﬁchh*-cxsﬂl:iOD we find a very gloomy pisture.
Although there are as rany as 14 nos. of colleges for gereral adveation,
ten in the Cachar district ard four in the Karimganj district, as per
estimate of 19¢3-84 (Provisional)’,? the no. of students from the ’

selected villages }as been found to be negligible. The following -

table shows the names of institutions in vhict stuvdomts from these
villages attend classes. Moreover, no. of studarts coming from the
selected villages in 1985 have a2lso been shown agairst each institution.

TABLE - XIV - -

Colleges aX¥ornewith enrolment of
students from the sclected villages.

-

— — ¢
S1.( Name.of the f{(Name of ine ) Distance § Sttdents from (Stadents from

No. | village. § College. 0 from the 3:111 communit= § Namasurs
3 ) 4 ¢ village. { des. A_community
0 j Boys | Gigls 6Boys 1Giris.
4_ S S 0 (I S R
LI 2 SER I A
1., Kamargram Karimganj College, 7 KoM. - 4 -
) rimganj .
2+ Telikhalerpar. =do=- 5 K.M. 7 1 3 1
3. Poddarpar R.Ke Nagar Collegs, ’
R.K. Nagar. 6 KoM - ke - -
4. KiShOI‘i'pur ~do=- 30 KeM, - - - -
5. Nayatila. Nabin Chandra 5 KMe 1 - 1 -
College, Badarpur.
6. Baraitoii ¢.C, C‘olle.ﬁel';‘w' Silchar 1
Pt-II Cacher College, =do- < X'+ 3 - 1 -
Nebin Chandra College, =0 **+M- - 1 -
Badarpur.
7¢ Rukni Pt-I Janata College, 5 Kol 3 5 3 3
Kabuganj . : .
80 Mahadebpur wdo=- . 12 KoM, 2 1 1 -
E&Sto .
9+ Khelma Pt-I  Nabin Chandra 22 KMo 2 - 5 -
College, Badarpur. -
10, Chibitsbichia G.Ce College, 23 KMo 7 4 1 -
PtsIV . Cachar Collefe, ete.
Silchar., e e ,
Total s- 31 11 17 4
7. Assem at a Ela:nce, 1924 by Directorate of Soonomics & ST

Statistics, Assam, P=40.
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A cursory glance on the above table reveals that the no. of students

not to speak of Mamasudra students alone, attcrding colleges from these

-~

villages is very 1éss. The main rcascns are failure in the High School

[0}

Leaving Certificate Examination and poor ccorcmic condition of the people.
Total No. of students attending varicus classes of colleges in the year
1985, happens to be 42, out of which the ro. of girl students is found
+o be 11 only. The no. of Namasudra bays ard girls out of 42 is 17 an
/, respectively .

Tt will be better to discuss hore about the percentage of literasy
as found in the selccted villages. Our field inpvestigation reveals
that the no, of literates out of the total nopulation of 065 is 353
while the no. of illiterates is. 612« If we calculate the percentage
of literacy, we will £ind that 36'5% of the total populaticn are
literatee only. The percentage of male litorac: is A43'73% ané thet of
female literacy is 22'78%. It may be mentioned here that there was
no census operation in Assam in the year 1981. 45 a consequence, we HEE
are not in a position to present a comperative statement. Aoy way,
as per 1971 Census the percvntage of literacy in Assam is fourd to be
28! 3 only. On the other h.nd, the percentarc of litecracy among the
total populaticn of the erstwhile Cachar district is 30'6 and the
percentage of literacy ameng the Scheduled Caste pepulation in the
said district is 27'63. If we consider ihe percentage of literacy
smeng the total perilation of the Namasudra caste in Assam, we will
find the pevcentase -to be as low as 21'32. Again we find the
percentage of male and female literacy in the ergtvhile Cachar
distriet to be 40'4 ard 19'9 respectively. In the meartime mary
years have rolledd down since 1971« An inercase of 3'3% only in
case of male literacy can not be said to be satisfactory. Fowever,
we find an ircrease of &'9% in case of female literacy.
This indicates +heo rental attitude of the peonle towards femasle

education.

The following beble shows nc. of literates and illitsrates

in the gelected villages.

COntd.-.-:..BB/
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TABLE = XV

Literates with edmic tional level and
Tl iterates in the selected villages

X L
0 ‘Na‘me of the o Le.Pe. B M.Fe & 0 HoS ali«Cs —a HeSeSla g BqA- onli'tera'te
NO Q village- 0 Standargd 0 H.E. 0 O & Stardard 0
) 8 j Standard 8 P.U. 8 )
) b 8 Standard
Q 1 L fa) ] c_.
] cM‘FéM'FFﬂF ‘éM|F‘6M'F M TF
1 i 1 1 ! 1
= ke ry s 1 ’ A il & e O =
T 2 Jg3'4“5'6 7, 8 ¥ oty wl Gz § 130 14
e PSR AR
1. KXamargram 14 2 11 Tl 2 1 235 5 S(0
2. <Telikhalerpar izt 115) 3 1 32
3. Poddarpar. 9 7 8 B/ i) kAl
5. MNayatila 5 3 9, 4 {1/ S
6. Rukni Pt-I 8 8 19 5 1 ok a3 1 23 35
7« Mahadebpur o S 18 9l i 1 iy 2%
East.
¢, Baroitoli Pt=II 5 6 THAN 21 s
9, Khelma Pt-I DR ey S TICH I O e ) s L2WEN
10. Chibitabichia g5 10 2 1 6 B
Pt-1V,
Total = B 7 SR 2 50 12002 oG 2 283 329
—————— A e At 0 G —— o s — -—
3.+ Sources ‘of Drinking Water:-
In the villages, under study, it has been observed that
provision of drinking water is not at all satisfactory. People use to
take water from the ponds, kutcha wells and the nearby rivers. The no.
of pucca wells is also very limited. Tubewells are not common. Water
supply schemes are not implemented. The following table indicates the
sources of drirkine water in the selected villages ¢
Cortdesss e 34/
o k L it
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TABLE XV,

Sources of Drinking Water.

3 e e — . .
S1.No. giame of iLhe village :g Source No.
Te Kgmargram Pond 5
2. Telikhalerpar. Pond 7
Tubewell 3
River 1 (Kakra)
3. Poddarpar. ‘ Pond 4
beo Kishoripur Fond 2
Katcha well 5
River 1 (Singla)
5 Nayatila Pord," 3
6. Rukni Pt-I Pond 9
River. 1 (Sonaily
" 7.  Mahadebpur East. . Pord. | 6
8 Baraitoli Pt-II Pucca well 2
Fond (3
9. Khelmg Pt-I Pond 6
. . ) Pucca well 2
0. Chibit,bichia P-IV Pond. . 9

o - A et o e ——— -

It ma3; be mentioned here that ecept the application of crude
me€hod of filtering water for +he purpose of drinking, the people do
not adopt any suitable measure for purification of water so as to
get rid of water-borpe diseases. We may, therefore, imagine how the
poople in a scientific age have been using drinking water in an
unseientific manner without-least cbnsideraticn of health hazard.,

4o Marketing Tacilities :=

With regard to rarketing facilities it can be said thatthere are
5 nos. of Fair Price shops in five villages and 8 nos. of other shops
vz, grocerv in four villages only. Althouph there is dearth of :
sufficient number of shops within the villages, even then the people
needjnot gcf £o dj.étant places in order to purchgse their daily
hocessities and to sell treir domestic products. There are daily,
bi=weekly and weekly morkets. Among the 1o<;al products avaiiable in the
markebs, men“ion may be made of paddy, rice, fish and vegelable, etc.
while other edsential commodities brought from outside inclide. ¢loth,

kercsine, sugar, atta and salt, etc.
Gomdoooae-ssl
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'The market occupies a pivotal role in the economic and social
life of the people. Tt is the place where men and women from different
walks of life gather, and sometime for economic reasons - are often
compelled' to risec abcve marrow consid-rations of caste, creed, religion
and language. & dert, though temporary, is made on the otherwise o
conservative mental frame work ard this provides an excellent opportun?ity
for positive socio="conomic activities. The market can be used very
effectively for exchanging social ideas and also for studying the
egonomy of the ncople' .

i

The following-table shows the name of the ‘market place alcngwith -

»its tyre and diftance from the respective village 3

TAFLE - XVIT

Name of the murket place with its
tyre and distance from the village.

81.8 Name of the village] Name of ihe market Type ~ § Distance from
N(?.o g } the village
o v _ 1 ———
1 B 3 b 5
- \
1. Sarmargran Sarirganj Daily 7 KoM,
‘ Kaliganj bazar Bi~weekly 3 KoM,

( Friday & Tuesday)

2. Telikhalerwnr, Karimganj Daily 5 K.M.
3 s B a- . .
FeLleand Beser (rs Bl5 e eay) 4 KoM

3« Foddarpar R.K. Nagar, Daily
Bi—week]y 6 KM,
(Moﬂday & Friday)
)
4+ HKishoriour. Cheragi Weokly (Friday) 2 K.M.
5¢ Nayatila Badarpur © Daily "3 KoM,
e ‘ Bi-Weekly (Tucsday
and Friday)
Srigouri bazar Bi-weekly 5 Kol
Morday. & Thursday )
6o Rukni PteI Kabuganj Bi~weekly 5 KoM
: : (Wednesday & Morday )
Fﬂong}"a‘b Bi-weekly ' 2 K.Moﬂ

(Thurdday & Surday)

- - —

. ———
k=

8+ 'Social Role for the Market'! by G.R, Biswas in the book entitled
- 'Marketing in North-East India' edited by J.B. Ganguly, P=203.

) COn'tvdo oleseas c36/ '
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Mahadebpur East. Dholag Bi-weekly (Thursday & 2 KoM,
oo nday) =
8¢ Baraitoli PteIT Kajaip Daily
: Bi~weekl: (Wednesday & A KM,
Saturdayg '

7

9+ FKhelma Pi-I Gumra Daily .
A 2 K.M. - -

Bi-weeldy (Tuesday & -
Friday)

10+ €hibitabichia Kuarpar Bi-weekly : 1 KM,
Pt.IV bazgr,

5¢ Co-operative Socieffles s

The main function of the Gaon Panchayat level Co~operative
Societies is to provide agricultural loanes, both shorth term anrd
“medium term to the sharcholders and to procure and distribute
consumers! commodities. Recently the agro custom Service has been
~introduced ang Steps are being taken to €xpand it in collaboration
with the Agricidture Departrent as well as Aero Custom Service Deptt .

Our fielq study reveals that there are 10-nos. of G&P. level
Co~operatsve Societies in which the total mmber of shareholders ig
found to be 29,343, Out of this figuwre, the no. of Namasuirs
sharcholders 1s 5963 only.(20'32%), The total share-capital of the
Co-operative Sceicties is estimated at Bs, 105745158/~ only. Govt,
aid  r~ccived hy these societies during the year 198/~85 and 1983-8/,
is found to be Hs. 1,23,890/= ard Rs, 1 .,22,000/- respectively.,

The following table stows the name of each co-operative society
with total mo. of sharehciders nd total share capital, etc.

P . Contdo coe 0037/ .’;“
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TABLE - XVIII

o

G<P+ LEVEL CO-OPERAT IVE SCC IETTES.

A
S1l, () Name of the] Name of the oTota.l no.{ Total no.] Total V Govt. aid
No. § village. co-op. society, ] of share { of Mama- , share received
0 - year of estd. holdcrs 8 sudra shaxcecapital durin
and distance (in 1985) ¥ nolders 8 11984~ »-1983~
g g from the vill- 085 0 84
f {, age. 3 g o
o 8 o ;
1+ Kemargram Jatkapon Co-operative : _ _ - )
Sociely,Ltd. 3266 1676 102557/~ 55390/- 385007
o 1983, 1 KeM.
2. Telikhalernar, Kanichail—Jabaitrpw 3258 278 130729/~ 30,000/« 30 ,000/=
Co—operative Society
Ltd. 1973, 5 K.M.
3+ Poddarpar. R.K. Nagar Co-op.Socicty
Ltd. 1973, 4 KeM. 3083 223 116000/~ 10,000/~ 20,000/~
o Kishorinur Wangirabond Co-op. _ -
1973, 6 Koo
5. Neyatila  N-E. Badarour Co-op. 1513 109 73635/~ 5000/ -
Society Ltd. 1973,
2 K.M.
6, Rukni Pt=i Palonghat Co-op. , ' _ _ .
Socioty Ltd. 3531 740 134158/= 5,000/~ 6,000/
1973; 2 K‘M‘ ;
7. Mahadebpur Dhalai Co-op. _ :
Fast . Society Ltds 2783 201 112000/-40,000/ 20,000
19'73’ 2 KM. ,
8. Baraitoli  Kalain Co-op. 3276 315 100234/-5,000/~ =
Ft-II Socicty Ltd. .
19’73’ 5 KeMe
9. Khelma Pt=I Cumra Co=~op ¢ - 220% ' _ N 3 0/
Society Ltd. 303 R47 99758/~ 2500/ 7,500/
1973, 2 KMo
10, Chibitabichie Tapang Co-op. 2059 6o

Society Ltd.

Pt-1V, |
' 19’73, 4 KeM.

111386/~ 5000/~ =~

6. Cottage Industry:

Bemboo & cafie industry may be considered as the only important cottage
industry prevalent .mong the population of the selected villares. Raw matcrisls

e cacily ilabloc. Some of the households particulerly in the village
Isg::q;a' }.2:;211:;753*" up this itldustry as the means of livelihood. It may be

mentioned here that cane goods, viz, chair, table, nurha

different shape and size are supplied to varicus parts of Ingia

s vbasket ete, of

due to hehvy.

‘demand for the durability and artistic design of the gm objects,

Contdoo [N o%/"
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CHAPTER.vV

ECCTOMIC _PROFILE

the village economy is predomlnantly agrarian in character. Agriculture
pPlavs a vital role ir the economic condition of the people. In thig
chapter, an attempt is made +o reflect the cconomy of the Namasudra
peorle, wder stwdy, on the}bgsis of their Occupation, land-holding

nattern and annual, income and experditure, ete.

Oc8unational Patter,:

It has been observed that although agriculturt is the mainstay
of the people, even then, in recent times, the occupational pattern has
- undergone significant éhanges due to some factors vize influence of
modern education, fragmentation of land-holdings and availability of
transport and'communication facilities ete. In exdor ¢ get a true
picture of +the ccewational pattern of the people, occupation has been
classified into primary and subsiddary Occupations. By primary Occupation

- 1s obtained. Op the other hand, the Occupation which augments the tcota]
income of a househcid ig considered as subsidiary occupation. Table XTX
shows the distribution of Primary occupation of the selected households,

TABLE hnd XIXO
““.—
Distribution of Primary Occupation

S1.{ Name of the Qﬁfotil no.f§ .. No. of ho Seholds engaged in _
No.{ villape. § of' house oCultiva?ionOBamboo &( Dailyg Fishing%Serviceb Business
holds, 5 o 3
| i 8 .

J cane wage

; ] ‘ gworks Q 3 | : .
Ty 2 3Py ¥ 5 ] 6 7 “ﬁs E

N :

1o Komargram 29 1 13 1 1 2 1
2. Telikhalerpar R4 14 5 1 2 2
3« Toddarpar, 9 8 1
% Rishoripup e 8 ] .
5« Nayatila, g . 4 1 1 2
6o Bulkmi Pg.] 16 10 5 1
7o Mahadebpur East 12 7 1 1 2 2 1
f+ Baraftoli PrIT 10 7 - 1 1 1
V>  Khelma Pt~T Rl o 17 2 3 2
09“Cbibitabiwhia 16 9 5 1 1
___Pt-TIV. 5 —— i .

Total ¢ ° 156 95 o7 6 7 19 g
- FPercentges — £0'9% 13158 3'8% 4154 12' 2% 5' 1%

: Contdidoao-onBQ/
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We come to knov from the above table that out of 155 nos.
of hcuseholds 95 househclds (60" 9%)

13'8% are found

are engaged in cultivation. Again

to be engaged in bamboo and cane works. It # may -

also be observed that in the village Kamargram 13 nosxmf out of 29

households have accepted bamboc

against 11 nos. of hcuseholds having

This points out to the f

act that the people of the above mentioned

and cane works as primary occupation

cultivgtion as primary occupation.

villages have been compelled to take up bamboo and cane works due to

lack of sufficient cultivable lands.

The perernpage of households

having daily wage as prirary occupation is found to be 3'8 which indicate
extreme poverty of *“he hovseholds.In
45 « On the other hand, 12'2% of the houscholds are engaged in service.
Only 5'1% of the housecholds have taken W business which include,s 'shop

keeping, rickshaw pulling, tailoring,

the vhcle, it may be s

caSe of fishing, the rercentage is

carpentry and contract, etc. On

aid that cultivaticn is still the primary occunation

of most of the housecholds although few households havo accepted other

ca-tegori'eé as primary oceupation for livelihocd.

As rogards subsidiary oceup

aticn it may be menticned that out of

156 nos of hcuschold® the no. of houscholds having subsidiary occunation
4% of the total heuseholds. The following table indicqtes
the distribution of subsidiary occupatisn. )

is 113 1.e. 72

TABLE - XX
Distribution of Subsidiary occupation

1.0 Name of the | Total Aul‘tiva‘bion { Bamboo & Fishing fDaily | Business.
No.{) wvillage. | householc’.sh ) cane works | (wago
3 2 “3 3 g 4 5 6 § 74 8 Il
1. Kamargram 26 s 9 3 6 1

2. Telikhalerpar. 20 6 8 1 4 1

3, ‘Poddarpar. 7 1 1 3 2

4e Kishoripur YA 4

5. Nayatila 7 2’ 3 2

6. Rukni Pt-I 7 4 1 2

7« Mahadebpur East. 8 4 1 1 2

8. Baraitoli Pt~II - <« 6 2 4

9. Rnelma Pt-I 16 3 2 6 4 1

10, Chibitabichia Pt-IV 12 2 6 3 1
T Total = 113 33,4% %17% gﬁ’!z% 32‘5% gl 1% |
o ORI ‘e
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The abovef table reveals that out of 113 nos. of households
31 nos. (27' /%) have taken up cultivation as subsidiary occﬁpation. In
case of daily ware, the no. of households is 30 and the percentage 48
26' 54 Again 2/ ncs of households i.es 21'2% have been found to be
engagéd ;ln fishing. In the categcry ! bamboo and cane wrk.s' ' 20 househelds.
(17'7%) are found while 8 households (7! 1%) arc found to have accepted
business as svbsidiary oceupation, Tt, therefore, apnears that although
cultivation plays a vitsl rcle in the socio~-economic life of the people,
adopticn of dnily wage (26!'5%) as a means of livelihood indicates
marked deterioristion of the eccnomic condition of the people, urder -

st 1Ay e

While dealing with occupational @istribution wo nmey take into
consider~tion the werldng and nompworking membors of the hcuscholds.
Hence members of evory hcuschold have been included in three categories
viz. earncers, earning dependents and non-earning dep-endents. The
following table shows the dis ribution of members of the households. @

TABLE - XXT
Distribution of members of households,

S1.}§ Name of the { Total 6 Barner ¢ Earﬁing 0 Non~carpi ng R Total

No.§ wvillago. § households g ( dependent § deperdent members .
1 2N N 5 T ¢ 7
1. Kamareram 29 40 39 87 166
2, Telikhalemar. 7 40 31 52 123
3, Poddorpar. 9 21 17 20 58
4+ Kishoripur 8 14 16 26 56
5. Nayatila g 16 16 21 53
6. Rukmni Pt-I 16 33 32 47 112
7. Mahadebpur Enst. 12 9 2% 40 S
€+ Baraitoli Pt~II L 17 27 63
9+ Khelma Pt~I 24 - 3B 36 56 130
10+ Chibitabichia Pt-IV 16 40 ) 3 107

Total = 156 290 . 261 414 965
| 30'1%  27% 42 9%
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4 cursory glance on Table XXI indicates that out of 965 members,
290 nese (30'1%) are included in the category !'Earner' while 2671 nos.
(27'2%) "and 414 nos. (42'9%) are included in the categories 'Earning -
deperdent! and 'Nongearning dependednt! respectively. However, if we add
the numbers of the two categories 'Earner' and 'EBarning dependents' we
find that 57'1% of +he tc_:'t_-al members are workers. On the con’g‘!a'.zy,
42'9% of the membe rs happen to be non=earming dependents, I

Dr. U.Ne Bordolei, Director, Cemtre for Boonomie Resenrch and
Lnalysis, Assam, writes in an article, 'hssam is a backward deconomy' ’
Agriculture still plays the deminant role ih the econogy of the state.
But agricultural-develorment in the state is very slow. Besides
recurring foods, absence of facilities for wimbes cultivation, smell
land holdings is also an important factor that is responsible for sloy
develormertdl grovth En agriculture in the state. Tp the state, the ~wivuys
size of operation holding is 1'47 hectares of the total 19'6/ lakhs operational
hold':‘ingss 57'04 percent are belcw one hecttire size. District wise
the size of operaticnal hclding is : Coalpara - 114 hectares;
Kamrup = 1'36 kectares; Darrang - 1119 hecta-res; Napaon - 1! 30 hectares;
Sibsagar- 1'€3 Lectares; Dibrugarh - 1'95 hectares; Lakhimpur = 1'61 hect.
Cachar = 1'47 hecteres; Karbi Anglong - 1'20 hecta;-es.'g.

Table XXII reflects the lard holding rattern of the households

taken for our study.

9. 'Econemic Condition of the Tribal People Living in Assm!
by Dr. U.N. Bordolei, published in a Souvenir of the
Bharatiya Adim Jati Sevak Sahgha, P-s,
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TARLE - XXIT
Land holding pattern of ‘households.

S1. Name of the ‘ No. of households. - Total
No. g village. %_0“5 . g 510§ 10-15 15=-20 020 bighas j households.

) ibighes. § bighas., bighas. { bighas.{and above.

T 5 2 - 3 A g 6 7 8

g I I 1 i .

1+ Kamargram 17 A 2 2 4 29

2¢ Telikhalerpar 13 5 1 2 24

3. Poddarpar. 4 2 .2 1 9

4.” Kishoripur 4 4 - 8 T -
5. Nayatila 5 1 2 - g

6. Rukni Pt-I 5 8 3 . 16

7+ Mahadebpur East 7 3 1 N 1 12

8« Baraitoli Pt-IT 3 3 2 1 1 10

9. EKhelma Pt=I 7 10 4 1 2 24,

10. Chibitabichia PtIV 7 4 L - 1 16

Totel :- 68 - 44 23 8 13 156
Tercentnge. = 43'6 2812 1417 511 gt 3

The abcve table clearly indicates that out of 156 households, 68 nos.
possess lands in the category' O=5! bighas only, the percentago being 43'6.
In the category !'5=10' bighas the no, of households hapsens to be 44 i.e.
28! 2% of the total households. Again we find 23 nos of households (14'7%)
having lands in the category 'Zeeeittx '10-15' bighas. On the cartrary,
only 8 hougeholds (5'1%) have been found to possess lands in the
cabeEOTY t15_201 ,b:L-ﬂ'haS“‘ We also see that 13 nos. of households(S'B%) rossess
1ands in the category 20 bighas and abcve' . On the whole, ‘we find &
a non=tco hapry position so far as lanrd holding pattern of households. is

concerned. . L
The following table shovs tctal 1and holdings of varicus types as
f(;und in the selected households of 10 nos. .of Namasudra villages s

7 i ) - Corrbd.......lp.?'
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TABLE - XXITI,

Land halding of various types of the
households (in bigha)

Sl. ( Name of the] Total 0 Total ! Total { Total ) Total area
No. I village. { households § area of I area area { under .
; land ) wder § under § fishery.
) .. * possessed. culti~ }{ homestead J
‘ ,g . 9 6 vation, 6
7 2§ 3§ b5 T 6§ 7
. ] - li { 1
1. Kamargram 2 08 - 263 33 4 ]
2« Telikhalerpar. 24 222 178 K] 6
3« Poddarpur. 9 108 89 15 A
Le Kishoripur 8 78 57 18 3- |
5 Na;ra‘tila. 8 46 35 1 s N
6. Rulmi Pt-I 16 9 82 16 1
7. Mahadebpur East 12 Vi 66 11 .
€. Baraitoli PT=-II 10 93 81 12 -
9. Knelma Pt=I 24 223 170 53 -
ibitabichia Pt IV. :
10, Chibitabic 1 112 51 ‘ )
1 1356 1070 268 18

Total ¢ 156

- - ———

The abowe table shows that the total area of lamg possessed by

156 nos. of households is estimated at 1356 bighas out of wlich 1070
bighas are brought under cultivation. However, it may be pointed out

that although the total cultivable are=a is shown under the ownership

of 156 households in the above table, actually there are as many as

32 noss of housecholds having not a single bigha of cultivable land. Thus
the percentage of households without cultivable land to total households .
is found to be 20'5. The no. of households without any cultiveble area

of land is shewm in breaket against each village : Kamargram (11),
Telikhalerpar ( 4), Nayatila (1)9 Rukni Pt~T (3), Mahadebpur Bast (2) R
Baraitoli Pt=II (1), Khelma Pt=I (5) and Chibitabichia PteIV (5), The
total area of 1and under horestead has been found to be 268 bighas. Org;y
.1{"» bichas of land are found under the category fishery. The "average land
hol diﬁg rer household as calculated from the above table is 8'4 bighas |
only. We have alreadwaound the total members belonging to 156 households - w
to be 965+ Henco per capita land holding is estimatgd at 141 bighas only.

CQthoa ° 0’44/" ”
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Table XXIIT indicates that the +otal area of land under cultigation is

1070 bighas only. Bul it may be mentioned here that 33 bighas of cultivable
land have been handed over to other hcuseholds on bamdhaki system by the lard
ownzes dinclrded in the selected households. Hence the total area of lard
under cultiv;ation wcrld come down to 1037 bighas only. Cult ivation of
seasonal kinds of paddy is 'Ildelj practised by the hou seholds. Tt may be
stated that cultivation of sali paddy is extensively carried out by them
in their res;oeotlve agricultural fields while cultivation of Aha. paddy is
practised by bew households. On the other hand, Boro cultivation has been
found only in two vl ages viz. Baraitoli Pt .1 ang Rhelma Pt~T. The
following table shows *the distribution of seasonal kinds of paddys

LABLE oA

Distribution of 'seasonal kinds of naddy.

7 otal areal ' ;
S1.{ Name of the {Tota Area under —% Yield (in md)

Nos § fillage. dunder cul- |

&n bikha)
fivation _—-W —hT b S
g Q_(ib'”hj)_g s Ao Jlagsre 0 Sa1i 8 Ahu E Boro

B -0 e SR B YT R

1. Kamargram 261 261 ~ ¥ 1471 % <
2., Telikhalemar 174 146 28 o 596 S a
3. Poddarnar. £9 oM RN 21 457 113 i)
e Kishoripur 5l 41 10 - “43 1% i
5. Nayatila 29 27 26 g5, 96 7 !
6. Rulmi Pt-I 82 74 51 o 623 336 o
7. Mahadebprr Eagt 66 66 52 o 618 233 !
4. Bapaitold Pt-II 69 40 2 2 o A o
e  Khelma Pt=I 159 159 - 42 1060 i S
10. Chibitabichia 51 5il 45 o 361 o6 g
Pt-IV,
Total i~ 1037 4 242 w7 5796 1280 316

The above table indicates th.t the total ares nder Sali cultivation
is 944 bighas out of 1037 bighas of land, the percentage being 91%. On the
other hand, the Ahu cultivation is carried out in 242 bighas of land, the .
In this case, the percentage becomes 23'3 only. ®gain the ap ea of land
under Boro cultivation is fourd to be 71 bighas. The Pereentage of lard under

3 1
Boro cultivation happens to be simply 6'¢. It may, therefore, be stated that

Contdesss.ss
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the honseholds under study, engage themselves mainly in the cultivation of
Sali paddy. Ti may not he out of rlace to mention here that other important
crops viz. potato, sesame, mustard, jute and vegetables, etec, are not
cultivated by the households except for consurption. We have, fherefore,
intentionally left such crops from the purview of discussion. So far as
production is concesmed we find that 5796 mis. of Sali paddy are obtained
in 944 bighas of land, the yield per bigha being 6 mds. Again 1280 mds of
Ahu paddy are available in 242 bishas of land. In this cass, the yield per
bigha haprens to be 5 md=. 316 mds of Boro paddy are produced in "71 bighas
of lard, the yield per bigha being 4'1 only. In this comnection it may be
men'tj'e_oned that although the houssholds are not aware of utilising
fertilisers, pesticides, improved tyne of implements, etc, the rate of
production would have been hiphar of the devastatine floods had not

submerged the paddy fields dufing the last year.

Mention may also be made of the Adhi system. In this system the
ciiltivator pets 50% of the total production for cultivating 2 particular
plot of land while the lard owner gets other 50% of production. It has been
seen that altepether 212 bighis of 1amd (not included in the categoty
'Total area under culbivation') ars brought under sals cultivation by
27 nocs. of households out of 156 housecholds i1 +he Adhi spstem. The total
1

(@]

productich is estimated at 1268 mds. out of which 634 mds. i.e. 50%
fhe total production have gone to the lapd OWNeTrs .

Livestock Populations:

The importance of Livestock in the Village economy can not be
overlooked. Tt has been observed during our field investigation that
bullocks and he-bufaloes are used as draught animals wiile cows and
she=buffaloes are meart for the purnose of obtaiming milk, Cow=dung
is uded as good manvre in the agricultural fields. Moreover the people
have the habit of rearing goats, ducks, pipgeons and to a less extent
fouls. But pigs are not rearsd by them. The following table shous the
distribution of livestock population in the selected villages,

Con‘bd--..l. Y o.46/
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Distribution of Livestock POpulation.

Sl. Qque of the {Bulld Cow]He | She- | Hew 1 Shec | PlgeOns ~ Duok g Fodl

No. { village. g ack { gxosza-l :Ijagﬁ‘fa-a goat.] goat g 8 i

K| R W R PR S 0 G B Jﬁi 1

1« Kamargram - 2 3 4 6 10 60 - 44 19/, -

2. Telikhalerpar. 2 15 1 3 1M » % o1 -

3. Poddarnar 12 10 3 2« 3 8 4 33 -

4e Kishorinur g 15 4 2 4 10 8 2 -

5+« Nayatilg 2 8 1 1 2 3 4 L -

6s Rukni Pt-I 1 2 1 5 3 23 28 86 -

7 l”ahadebpur East 22 21 7 4 5 26 28 88 5

8. Baraitoli PtII 2 2 2 4 10 4 SB7 8

9 FKhelma Pt=I 29 11 é 4 2 35 22 172 119

10, Chibitabichia 14 16 2 6 5 16 12 é8 -
Pt-1V. e e
‘Total 2= 15¢ 155 3 35 S £33 190. 858 132

el 5o 81425 1168% 1'90% 2066% 121668 10'08% A6'epd 7 104

. - e o e - t—— . S b e o emee - w— -

From the above table we come ‘fo know that out, of the total
livestock population (15‘41) s the noy of ducks is the highest (858) while
the no. of buffaldes is the lowest (66)+ In other woxds, the percontage
of ducks is found to be 46'61 against 3'58% of buffaloes. If we combine
cdlumns 3 and 4, we will find that the total no. of bullocks and cows
is 313 onlwe This constitutes 17% of the total livestock porulation.
Similarly, i8 we aid columns 7 and 8 together, we will fird the no.
of he and she-goats to be Z'2, the percentage b8ing 15' 32. Tt may be
noted here “hat the percenfiage of he-geats is estimated at 2 66 against
121 66% of she-goats. This has resulted due to the sale/conusmption of
he-goats. Rirksxim The percentage of pigeon is worked out to be 10 32,

On th other hadd, the perciutage of fouls is 7'17 orly. Tt is interesiing
to note that rearing of fouls is a recent trend among the Namasudras.

_ Oup investiralion reveals tirat the rearing of fouls has taken place
in three 1illages viz« Matxdebpur Bast, Baraitoli Pt~IT and Khelma Pt=I
out of 10 nos. of selected villages. 4 day may come soom when the
peonle will practise the habit of réaring‘pigs also.

The following table shows the distribution of houschoids

i i livestocks
according to pos§e231on of

Contdeseeoof?/
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TABLE - XXVI .

Distribution of households according to possession of Livestock

X

& T ( e —
% : f;e_'r‘lifa;.the TN°§&%£  No. of households having
) hguse-ﬁBuﬁocﬂ Cow | He- 0§}'1"e- Hoe ¥ Shec” Ficoont DusiTFoml
] holds. ] | fuffa buff.ggOat goat.(} P
e g .ﬁ--‘gr.__g_}f_‘-.. il NS SN S b
R MR MRS NCIS NEA S A B S S
1e Kamargram 29 9 16 1 4 5 20 11 27 -
2. Telikralarpar 24 12 0 1 3 4 1410 o8 o
3« Pocddarpar. Q 6 4 3 1 2 5 5 -
- 4o Kishoripur 8 4 é 3 1 2 5 3 -
54 Nayatila 8 1 A 1 1 1 2 2 6 -
6+ Rulmi-Pt-I 16 10 9 1 L2 £ 10 17 =
7« Mahadebpur 12 8 8 4 3 2 8 " 10 1
East. .
8. BaraitoliPt=II 10 1 2 22 7 2 g8 3
9. Khelma Pt=I 2/ 13 7 4 2 16 " 21 15
10.Chibitabichia 16 5 7 2 1 4 11 5 13 -
Pt-IV,
TTTiotal = 156 69 73 21 24 26 _."_?3'"6"_“";,?‘ T3 19T
4ut 23R 46N TOR 13 46% 15 38R16' 678 611.54% 37 83% 871 188
- 12! 18%

The above table clearly reveals that out of 156 nos. of |
households , 136 nos, (a7t 18%) have possessed ducks. On the contrary,
19 hovseholds (12! 16%) have reared Rx¥ fouls. The percentages of
households having bullocks and re=buffaloes are 44!23 and 13t 46
rnsnectively . This may pe;'haps indicate that many houscholds have to -
practise cultivation by weans of hiring draught animals op théy have to
tale help of spades Again, the no. of households Fiving cows and -
she—buffalces is. werked out to be 7~3‘ (46'79%) and 24(15! B%) respectively.
Tn respect of goats, we find that 26 nos, (16! .67%) have got he-ponts
thile 96 nos. (61 54F) rave she-goats. So far as pigwon in concerned,

— find that 96 households (61" 54%) have reared it, Ay way, we can
' we £find t

atock populstion has rendered a positive'éontrﬁbution,

ive
secime that he 1iv .
b fo~sat.isfactory, tovardsy the economig lifc of the

thouzh not gl . P
thourh o ctudy o In this connection, it may be said that the |
u :  | _

hongeholds,

COITtd So o 634-8/
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people are not fully conscicus of rearing improved varisty of cattle.
Artificial insemiration ic not adopted by any household. Although

there is sufficient scope for rearing ducks ard fouls, on a commercial
basis, nobody has taken up so far. On the uhole, the Department of &nimal
Hisbardry and Veterinary may adopt suitable measures in order to malke
the neople motivate towards enbancement of their economy by means of

animal husbandry in a scientific manner.

Fishing:-
Fish is a faveurite among the Namasudras. There was a time when
the people could not think of their diet without flavour of fish. Those
davs“are rone. At present, due to vor-availability of beels and marshy
lands, the people are facing extreme difficulty in getting fish in
sufficient proportionr for houssholds consunption. Even tlen they manage
somekow some quankity of fish by means of varicus methods and apnliances
which include mainly different types of rets, locally known as jaalciy
jimtd, nrheluing khewajaal and moglai jaal, etc, artificial barricfs in
shallow water, bambco traps and baskets of various shape and size and
slsc focus of light in shallow water at dark nipght. It may be menticned
at the pecnle have the habit of keeping a sizeable quantity of

here th
figh dried in the sunshine for future consumption. Morecver, some of the

nouseholds also sell the surplus amount of fish in the nearby markets

to meintain their livelihood. We have already menticned in Tgbles

[E2@]

XI¥X and ¥X that 7 noss (4 5%) and 24 ros. (21'2%) ofthe total no. of
156 househalds have taken up fishing as primary ard subsidiary occupations

res cetively e

Wiih regard to cultured ficheries, we may refer to Table
SKXITT which indicates that the total area of land under fishéry is
only out of 1354 bighas of land possessed by 156 nos. of
The percertage is worked out te be a mere 1'3 of the tohal
The following tahle shows the distribution of fisheries

16 bigchas
householdse
arca of lande

selected villagese.

in the

Table = XXVIT

Distribution of Fisheries.

!

A g [l — a4 e e
S——— o 2 T—-——"'"“" o 1 .
Sls'y I";:tmc- o e (e ?g.ﬂ]dc‘ t ¢i0¢ Bihiory ; Area of land covered
Tosy fvillagee ! housc clds | by fishery (in bigha)
: having £i- i ! ;
| -____w’__‘_‘____:_,._s.bf?ﬂ:._. oL el ] B el s G .
2 2
1. Kanargranm 1 1 lé
2, Telilhalerpale 3 3 4
3 ® POdd a-n:'mr L4 2 2 3
L« Ksheripur s 0 2
(:‘ 9 Rujf..ﬂi P'L'-I + o = iy
7 .+ Mal.adebpur Bast e P i)
¢ . Barai.oli % i i
g8 K‘w]_r* P1:t1:-,[1 At -W e L N ey (ST

TN P it Y 9L
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From the above table we come to know that only 9 households, out of
the total noe of 156 households, have possessed cne cultured fishery
eachs In other vords, only 5'7% of the households have got fish-ries,
Our field investigation further reveals that only one householgd
(Kamareram) has received an amount of Rs. 1000/= by selling fishes
from his fishery. The produvction of anotter fishery (Rulni Pt-I) yas
talen away by the devestating floode Two nos. of cvltured fisherics,
one measuring 3 bighas of land (Kamargram) ard the other measuring
6 birhas of land (Telikhalerpar) were urder construeticn during our
field strdy. So far as production from the remaining 5 nos. of fiseries
ig concerned, the opinion of the households is that trey will start
selling only wren fishes grow well. Of course, they use to ecatch f'igh

occasionally from the fisheries for household consumption.

On the whole, it can be inferred that the people have gradually
r2alised the importance of fishery as a nrofitable Source of income.
The Denartment of Fishery may provide them adequate facilities 1ile
scientific demonstration, supply of suitable variety of fish meeds at
subsidised rates and also supply of fcod, ete for development of
fighery which will, in turn, augment the econcmy of the people.

Annual Income @

The pereral experience of & social researcher i
collection of data on the totdl income of a population is not encouraring,
V-ry often it may not be possible to rely entirely on the stated
firures relating to the tobal dncome of a flamily from all possible
saurces. The problem becomes more acute when no genuine counter—checks
are available for the purposes The respondents may be quite honesily
ignoramt, of the actual income of the family or may deliberately

mis—state themo'

Inspi't(_-‘. O.f the ljlni_ta.'1 iOnS, we haVC a'ttenrpted her.e to

ot a picture of the annual income of the househ~lds. Table XXVIIT
got ay

hows the gross annval income of the hcuseholds from various scurces .
Slgle) e g2l

o et e e . s e .t 5 e
et S e

e A e 5l
s

10. The Sayaras of Mancotta by ReK. Kar, P. 128,

Con.td al-o teg °51f!




TABLE XAVIIT
“ross Annual Income of the households from varicus sources. (in Rs)
: ————— — . || i j._ e e e R S ) e —
Sle; Name of ‘he village { No. of ' Total No.™, G, tivation i Bamboo & | Daily ! ishing} Business,Soi- téel Lot =1 i Per capital 1
No. ! | house~ ! of members, v cane works, wage J : | income ! income. 3
: ' holds. ! r ‘ . : ! ! , o i
- = s i s o ety o L e e e . O e i T L e ) 4 LB et ) SO N —
1) el hes e \ ST 4 b Ealene & __}__.____é__,..--_l_ 75 B SRl 2 JERIORE T 1T folve wlas £ =
1e Kamargram 29 166 77050 81800 17200 8500 17000 27600 229150 1380! 42
2. Telikhalernar 5 123 62900 57900 19000 1000 11400 24000 176200 1432! 52
?. Poddarpar. 9 58 35650 3000 - 16900 5200 10000 71350 1230t 17
i Kj_sbcripur g 56 25580 - 8400 - - - 34260 612&.14
5+  Nayatila - 8 53 12100 2000 2000 14000 - 31400 70500 25551
6. Rulmi Pt~I 16 112 62950 - 5500 7200 10000 57300 142950 1276' 34
7o Mahadebpur East. 12 97 56300 2500 61008 = 1500 18000 18000 102400 1055" &7
8. Bareitcli Pt-IT 10 €3 35050 R500 7860 10600 - 12000 67950 ey,
9. Khelmg PtI 24, 130 72050 6000 14400 15800 2680 25000 195050 12151 77
10e Chibitabishia PL-IV. 16 107 45450 - O WO 52700 11600 12600 5175" 1?26‘ 64, %
Total & 156 9¢€5 489380 155700 97530 130800 94200 215500 .184000 1227' 03
(411 33%0 (13“15‘/5) (8‘ 235 ) (11'05%) 7'96%) (12 2%) (100'00%)
' |
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Tabde XXVIII shows that agriculture still plays the dominant role )
in the economic life of the people. Out of the total income from a1l
Squrces 41'33% is derived exclusively from cultivation. The poxt
important source of jncome is found to be service, the percentage being 18! 23,
But in this case, it must be remembered that onty 19 housecholds out of a total -
of 156 households i.e. 12' 18% of the houscholds are engaged in servies.
Hence it can be said that employmont in service doss ot necessarily show
any marked improvement of the overall economic condition of the housedhids.
Next comes the income from bamboo & cane works. Income from this source
is estimated at 13'15%. It bas already been mentioned some where in
the Report that the rractice of bamboo & cane werks has been extensively
@arried out due to non~availability of suitable cultivable lands in
sufficient proportion. In the tue villages viz. Kamargram and Telikhalerpar
34 4pE of the total income comes from bamboo and cane works against
34'53% of income from cultivation. Tt can, therefore, be sgid that in
the two villages, houscholds have laid mich emphasis on bamboo and cane
werks for their livelihood. The preceding table also indicates that
income from fishing, daily wage and business accounts for 11'05%, 8'23%

and 7' 96% resnecctively. The lowest percontgee of income from busivess

clearly indicates the total unawareness of +he reople fowards earning
a handsome amount of income from the business soirce. &' 23% of income
derived from daily wage rcally brings to light the deteriorating economic
ccndition of the househclds, under study. If we exclude the incoge
derived from busiress and scrvice, wo will find that TR 76% of the toral
income is cbtaired from cu'tivation, bambco and cane wrks, daily wage

and fishing.
In shrrt, after detailed analysis of ircome from various sources
we can simply say that economic condition of the people is fap from
* 8atisfactory. Morecver, it may be menticned here that out of 156 nog, of
=hovseholds, €0 hcuseholds (511 28) live below poverty line i.e. the tobal

annual income cof these houscholds is less th,n Rs. 61,00/.., The no. of

such hevsehelds agairst each village is emmerated beloy i-

Kemargram = 1& Nog., Telikhalerpar =11 nos

Poddarpar = 4 Nos., Kishoripwr: = € nos.

Nayatila =~ 5 los.; Rukni Pt-I ~ 6 nos.
g 4 Nos, Bareitoli Pt=I 6 nos.

Fﬂ.sto L |
«I 14 Nos, Chibitabichia
Khelr@ Pt 7 4 P PaTV. 4 nos.

I
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Owr field study reveals that the average gross amual income
of a houscheold is %o +he tune of Bs. 75590'26 only. Again, the
por capita income ‘s fourd to be ks 1227103 (1985 price level). T
is to be ncted that the per capita income in the village Telikhdernar
is the highest (Rs. 1432 52) 'mne 1t is the lowest (Bs. 612'14) in
the village Kishroripur. These two fiézres indicate eertsin interesting
fagts to be noted ¢ i)bIntroduction of cash economy in the village

Telikhalcrnar as a result of bamboo & cane works, busiress, service

and sale of agric ltural precducts, ete. has raised the per capita

income of the people.

I1) Kishoriour is the only forest village included in our sample,
Although we can not draw any conclusion about all the forest villages
(499 nos) located in Assam simply on the basis of the per capita as -
foﬁnc‘l in the Kishoripur villag: even then it can be said that the
-pé’ople of the ferest villages are econcmically worst off ip
comnarison to the people of the revenue villages.

e 3
32 l*‘__;:’.‘.:“.

[ A 3\— —L—-—/""’”
g rder to get an idea about the economie condition of the

houge-holds under study, it is considered appropriate to throw

soms light on the amual expenditure pattern cf the concerned

households. Table XX]X reflects the average anmal em’iendl“'ure

of tho hOUSOhOldS on various 1tems.
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A cursory glance on the preceding taple will reveal that
fcod is the only item which accounts for 77'55% of the total amourt of
expenditure. That is to say, all the housecholds have to spend practically
the maximm percentgge of income to have a square meal for their livelihoods
The next item of expenditure which renresents 7'98% is found to be dress :
and ornarents. It nay be mentioned here that womenfolk are not usually ‘
found to be engaged in wsawing cl8thes necessary for their day-todday
life. Normally they use to purchase from the market . Moreov-r, young - -
girls spend heavy amount for fashicnable dress, cosmetics and immitation
ornaments. The boys alsc have_the habit of sperding a good amount for
1Uzu~;§r. On the other hand, we find a dismal picture when we lock into
the extramely lcw mercontage of expenditure in connection with the item
' education' « Only 2! /0% of the total experditure is incurred. This
indicates that the households are not yet conscious about serding treir
childron for education beyond high schodl stage. Again, experditure on
festivals & cerémonies is cstimated at 2'99%, Out of the total amount
n? expenditvre 4'05% is incurred on kealth., That the hcuscholds do not
hesitate to snond a substantial portion of their income in cornection
vith medical troatment svailable in the nearby hosritals and disrensaries,
ete;, may well be understcod. Expenditure on thz-item 'paid to labourers!
accourts for 4'35% of the total expenditure. The item 'miscellaneous!
included experditure cn tobacco, bidi, cigarette, kerosine and these
not inclided in the different categorics of the tablo. Here we fing
0' 69% of the total amourt: of expendibure.

Any way, the average annual expenditure per houss=hodd
bas been estimatod at ks 7255' 51 only against an amount of Rs. 7590' 26,
the av.rage anmal income per household. It is, thercfore, clear that
the averase household has a budget with a very low surplus amount .
of Rse 334'75 only per ammum. Out of 156 nos« of households, the total
nos of households h,ving surplus amount is estimated at 105, the
né’rcarrtage‘ of hruseholds being €7' 3, In this connection it is to be
noted that some of the ho- seholds have some amount of surplus
‘although they harpen to live below poverty Jine. The following table
%hows the g4 étribv'f inn of households having surplus amcunt.

Contd 000 o o56/
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Distribution of households héving surplus amourit.

- .

Sl.No.' Neme of the village' No. of households having
! } surplus_amount _
'above poverty' below poverty , Totel

t
1
: : linc ' 1line g‘households o
) i 1 - i ;' )
! :’ 2.__;-. — i 3 i 4 | 5
1. Kemargram. 10 12 22 -
' 2: Telikhalerpar 11 8 19
3. Poddarpar. 5 1 6
4o  FKishoripur - 3 3
5, Nayatile 3 2 5
6. Rukni Po-T 8 5 13
7. Mahadebpur Last. 5 2 7
8. . Baraitoli 3t~I1 2 4 6
9, [Khelma Pt--I 8 6 14
10. Chibitrbickia P'l:-IVo 8 2 10
60 45 05

Total =

e S ok Aty S B4 7

o e————

The obove table reveals that out of 105 nos. of households,

60 households Qz%) hawe surplus amowmt a.d live above poverty lins.
On the obher hardy 45 houscholds (42%) nave some amofimt of surplus
although they 1ive below poverty line. If we consider the total no.
of 156 nouseholds, wnder study, we will find that only 38'46% of the
tobal hovscholds have surplug amourt and live ahove poverty line
and %” g/% have some amouni of surplus ard live below poverty line.
We have already found that per capita annual eRpenditure is to the
tune of Rss 1172' 91 against per c,Pita anmal income of Bs. 1223103 -

surplus L8 edtimated at M5, 44! 12 only per annum.

w

Hence pcr capiod

On the vholisp dotailec analpsis of the anmel income
and expenditure of THC houstholds, under investigation clearly
points ot o the fact thet the economy is of subsistence type.

P

Qe
3
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Rural Indebtedness 3

Rurgl indebtedness is one of the prime factors responsible for
the deplorable economic édondition of the people of rural Assam, Small -
and fragmented holdings;  low productivity due to traditional method
of cultivation and vagaries of nature, extravagance in festivals and

ceremonies and treatment of diseases, etc. are some of the major causes
of rural indebtedness,

'To relieve the chrenic Droblem of indebtedness among the
agricultural labourers, the Assam Rural Indebtedness Relief Act, 1975
1gas enacted. The Act sought to provide relief from indebtedness to the
landless and marginal agricultural lsbourers and artisans. Besides it
provided for a moratorium on payment of debt for a period of one yesr
‘from the date of commencement of the Act. However, in the case of the
scheduled caste landRess agricultural lebourers and artisans, the Act
provided for total digcharge of all deb¥s incurred by the debtors. It
also provided for restoration of possession of eny land under any

mortgage on the expiry of a period of five years from the date of
incurring the dsbb and also release of all movable or immovable property

which might have been transferred to a creditor under any pledge or
mortgage. Significanmtly, the Assam Rural Labour Enquiry Report, 197/~75,
estimated mdm a decline in the incidence of debt in the case of
scheduled caste apricultural labour households from /6 percent in
1964=65 to 32'5 per cemt in 1974=75. This trend is not eneouraging as

the average drbt-in monetary terms hag registered an 1ncrease from
Bse 65100 in 196465 to ks, 201100 in 197475t 11,

Our field study reveals that out of 156 households, the no. of
households having indebtedness is 58 while that of debt free households
is 98+ If wo calculate the percrntage we will find that 37% of the tobal
households are in debt against 63% of debt free households. The total
amount of debt is estimated ab Rs 1,33,600'00. The amount of loan, it
ig observed, varies from Rs. 100! 00 to Bse 5,000'00. The average debd
per household happens to be ks. 856'41. Again the average debt per
indebted household is found to be Rse 2303'45. The total members of the
households, as already mentioned, is 965. Theréfore, the per capita B

debt is Rse 138' 45 only.

-

:., Cosmogony of Caste ard Social Mobility in A3sam
" by Bimal J. Dev ard Dilip K, Lahiri, P=145.
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We come to know that the people of the households use to take loan
from varidus sources viz. bank, DRDA, Gaon Panchayat level co-operative
society and village monsylender etc. The smount of loan taken from the |
different banks viz. Btgte Bank of Inidg). Allahsbad Bank amd Cachar
Gramin Bank etc. is estimated at Bss 14,900/=. Again, the District Rem
Rural Development Agency has provided loan amounting to Rs. 1 3,500'00
only. An amournt of Rs. 13;;400' 00 is taken from the Gaon Panchayat

‘level Co=operative Societies located in different parts of the two
districts. The ryte of interest, in these cases, varies from 108 to 14%
per annune On the other hand, the amount of loan taken from village
moneylénders is found to be Bs, 91,800'00. In this case, the rate of
interest is expremely high i.e. 108 per month. Although the people

are aware of the fact that they have to pay much more interést for

the 19{3,11 taken from village .moneylenders even then they denot like to
entangle themselves with the complicgted procedures of " hanks or other
agencies due fb illiteracy. Sometimes the village moneylerders provide
money to the needy nersons ag,inst standing crops. The rate of
interest, in this case, appears to be very difficult.to determine.

It has also come to the notice that 40 boghas of cultivable land have

been handed over to differemt households on bandhaki System.

The following table shows the no. of househclds with indebtedness |

in the selected villages.:$

Gon‘td;‘.. 800 ...59/
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TABLE - XXXI
, Households with indebtedness
.’. x . a— :
S1.§ Name of the ) Total {(No. of INo. of 0 Amount of lo_n alongwith source ) I
No.§ village. ) nouse fhouse Yhouse d ( Amourt in Rs) Amoun.% .?f ) 0 l?a‘te of
holds. {holds holds withouf . loan {in Bs) § interest.
fhaving debt.jany debt. § Bank "\DRDA G.P. level = Village people }
; _ ‘ ) . \Co=-operative | )
; | g \ . ,Society. 1 2
) E 2 % 3 § L % 5 ﬁ 6 ‘i 7 ‘, 8 '; 9 g 10 3 11
,( - . . ) \‘ . . .
1o Kemargram ‘ 29 6 23 11600 = 400 : - 16000 - 14% pyae
2. Telikhalerpar. 24, 15 9 - 2300 13500 " 7500 \ 10800 + *3500 37600 10% peas 10%p.m.
: : ._ ¥ J, bighgs of land
on bandhak
3¢ Poddarvar. 9 1 8 - - - 1500 1500 10% p.m. -
o Kisroripur 8 3 2 - - < 15600 15600 10% pem. = T
5« Nagyatila 8 3 5 - - - #4900 4900 *6L bighas of land
on bandhak
6o Rukni Pt=I 16 8 8 10000 = . 1500 6800 9300 10% peas15 to 20%
. . Pelie
7o Mahadebpur East. 12 4 g - - - 7500 7500 10% pom.
8. Baraitoli Pt-II 10 - 7 3 - - -~ 3500 19000 10% p.m. |
#95500 *12% bighas of land
: F on bandhak
9. Khelma Pt-I 24 3 21 < - - 500 12500 15% peme
' . #12000 * 11 bighas of land
: on bandhak.
10.Chibitabichia Pt-IV 16 5 11 - - - 1700 - 9700 10% pom.
, .v ¥ 8000 . * 6 bighas of land
o . . _ on bandhalk
Total = 156 58 98 14900 13500 13400 91800 133600 v

R
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In fine, let us quote the following few lines whichAw:IJJ. reveal something
more about irdebtedness and rural economy of the Barak Valley: )

'After the transfer of the transfer of power in 1947 several reformatory
laws, such as abolition of Zamindari system, Tenarcy Act, and the larg i
Ceiling Act have been enacted. But these have only resulted in the further
impoverishment of the peasant and flowrishing of the landowner and the
moneylerders. Big landowners are able to increase their quantum of
land by dubious means. Money lending class used to lend meney from their
own source at a high rate of interest but now these people take loan from
the Bank for agricultural development which in turn is diverted towards
giving loan to the peasants at high rate of interegt higher than that of
Bank. With this Bank roney they are abbe to squeeze the poor and even the
marginal farmers. Because of the complexities of the procedure of takdmg
loan from the bank, the peasants arc gfraid of approaching the Bank
Authorities for fear of harassment. In sogie case poor Peasants are
incapable of refundiing the lcan and in the process lose their 1apg +o
the Qoneylenders. Moderatcly rich peasants possessing 30/40 bighas of
lard are also not always able %o cultivate their whole lapg for want of
imut like seeds; fertiliser, ir résation and I,'Gmunérative price of their
prodncts and are forced to nart with their land. During the lean season
they are forced to sell a plot Oir land or 'fra.nn cattle"‘to bear educational
@wmﬁwmofHMrmmﬁ-%mmﬂf%m§smnp@wmsuenﬁ@

n subsistence level. & si’;ent change ig thus going’ on in Cachar where
becoming middle pgasants - Bilaipw is a village
rest of Hailakandi Subdiv+ sion. The village is

ic',)he yich peasants ‘are
al1ed the pran, Iy of Cachar. They. do rot haye any commun;i cation system -
If they are tO roach 'm?rket they W:u have to walk 11 kup, So trey
arc forced to 8Lt o lp:‘}i:y. a:d he.a I‘Zt.e o Rs., 160/~ per quintal to
town businessméan who sel... o pa y in .&l;.l._akarx’l market at Rs, 240 ner
inbal. This is the genen: ‘;e.;se ?-n gaJOI‘Iﬁ}r ~f the villages of
::u n . Moré than 2 Lakn TERESISS :.ln ac'}far 8rc the worst vietip of
achar. usiness Tke result l,s 30% landless beasants are wage
moneylerdlffg £ the land remain Am‘er j:he control ‘of the moneylen;in
50% OOthcr peid ~there'a1;e instances of how, talking advantagf;
class. On th? o powel‘f rolitical tonts who wWere once almost a begps
of the politiC ye nov become viry big landowner, I the Veaz: geer

orovgh FUrPLus 1lards in Cachar which they paye

h
a few years back

195051 there WeT° | '
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grabbed .with the help of bureaucracy. Secondly, by simple theft
they have accumulated hrge amount of money marked for development
Bf the village economy which they arc using for moneylending

business.

Behind this backdrop, the rural economy of Cachar present a
horrible picture. Huge amount of mcney is being concentrated in the .
hapds of big landewners moneylerders. They do not re-invest them
for productive purposes. Rather this huge amount is used for.
typical feudal consvmptions like purchase of Jewellery, corstruvction
of mansion, arrangement of lavish ceremoniew,, maintenance of
concubines, political tonts and goondgs while the balance is
invested in merchant trading, black marketing, Speculationi;.usery,
etc. leaving a deep and adverse effect upon the sccio eéonomic
enviromment. The generation cf free capital from agriculture which

12:
is the basis for industrial develorment is, thus nil%

12+ 'The District of Cachar — Peasant Movement:, Ecancmic
Struvcture, Some Suggestions' by Girban Biswas in the
book 'Land Reforms and Peasant Movement' edited by

At Goswami, p= 212,
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€hapter VI
TRENDS OF CHAMNCE
‘§tﬁi&ang .

A society is not ' . rather it is dypamic ip nature, In
other words, chanre is inevi‘able. 'The study of change ip 5 society
generallv reveals that Some of the changes are endorerie in nature

* ! 3
changes may fake place Sportaneorsly

while some are exogeric. Some
and strains within the commurity, .

i.e due to the internal stress
changes may also be inspired and direct
deliberatelv in a planned programme' , 1/

We have observed during ouy* field investigation that certain
changes have also taken place’in the selected villages. Let yg first

discuss about the changes in the traditional institutions viz. Family
unit and the tyo

Nuclear family consists

ed by the outside arencies

and Marriace, A family is the smallest social

important forms of family are nuclear and joint.

of parents and urmarried children while the joint family consists
of parents and the families of their children. Irawati l(arve defines

joint family as 'a proup of people who generally live under one roof,

who eat food cooked at one hearth, who hold property in common ang

who participate in common worship and are related to each other as
some particular type of kindredl." - In the recent past the joint
fam@ly system exigteqd lin the villages. Now -a=days, due to many

factors mainly economic hardship and development of ideclogy of
stem has gradually disintegrated

individualism and materialism thig sy
Our field study shows

resulting formation of nuelear family system.
that out of 156 nose. of households the mmber of joint families is
44, only against 112 Noss of nyclear families, the percentage beins
39% . It ie beyond doubt that that gppey , lapse of few years the
mmber of nuclear famildes wi1l be much more than the present e

With regard to change i‘? the marriage System we observe that
the ma:r'r:'Lél.*':-’ee"ble age of boys and £irls hag €0ne up in recent times.
Previously girls were married aftgr Puberty ang before the attairment
of twenty yeatse 4t pres?r,mf the‘,case 18 totally aifrerent, Puberty
" s pot copsidered as & E‘»'lé?:alt:‘;r arrangemerrl? of marriage. Rather,
marriage of & &7 ge;:rai- ys e;lse: (119:&01 J.cér Srossing over the age
bap of twenty yea¥Se e Pys 1Ot like to enmter ipto matrimonial
sllianco..
Relations 1P &0 ﬂhbvaiJv_'lé.ge by I,.]di,,a Barua, P, 153
14 Social sation in 1ndize by Trawati Karve, p, 19

v
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until they become self-dependent. 4s a result, they are generally
not in a stition to get married before attaiment of twenty five years
Education has also played a positive role in elimination of marriage at.
carly age. It may &lso be.rpentioned here that expenditure on celebration )
of marriage has been curtailed by the people as far as practicble
Bxtra pomp and grandur has been usuvally avoided. Invitees are Aless
. in mmber. It is also a happy sign to note that the ‘'mmber of marriage

botween the Nemasudra people of the Barak Valley and their comnterparts _
in ®he Brahmaputra Valley is increasing day by day due to interaction
with the people of the two Valleys., '

Now let us direct our ebservation towards change in the treatment

of discases. Instead of offering @orship to the malevolent deities or
using indigenous medicine in order to cure various types of diseases
a tendency has gained gréund among the people to approach the neares;
allopathics ayurvedic and homoeopathie doctors., Moreover, establishment
of nedical hospi-bals/dispensaries/sub&-centres) ete, within easy reaéh

of the people has widoned their mental horizon in accepting scientific
trcatment of diseases without delay.

The attitude of the people towards modern education has also
undergone sea changes Previously they engaged théir children in
agrioultural or allied actigities. But, at present, they like to send
thoir children, irrespective of seX, to the schodls by any means.
They have realised the importance of education in the pregent day
world. It is gratifying to note that 79% of the stugents enrolled
i the yoaf 1985 in 10 Nose of LeP« Schools located ip amd around
the sclected villages belong to the Namasudra community. Out of

42 students prosecuting higher studies in different colleges frop

the sclected yillages, the 10- of Nemasudra boys and girds is found
to be 17 ard 4 reSpedbively: Ali?b,oué{h‘the figwes are not at all

"~ satisfactory 9‘ gvén then Bhor change in m?ntal attitude towards higher
no‘beWCI"thY’ :

Go far as thell roliigions b.eliéfs and proactices are concerned,
. ¢ appoar 0 be less interestod, now-a~days, in worshipping
gods ard goddesses of the Hindu raligion. of course, they
Durga Pug‘_a__, and Kali Puja din z‘a.. befitting manper. &
out here that their belief in Superstition has

at @}Cbent °

odneation 18

the apeopl
innumerable
1ike to celebrate -

nay aleo be pointed
o a Bre

undepgonec change b
Contd.,.. 64,0
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Now let us see if t .
— In...t et 0:0;‘:6:6 any significant changes in matcrial
style of dress has . and ornaments we find that mod
- Proactlcally replaced the old fashi ‘ ern R
among the groving gencration due to the effget of 10n.?artlclﬂ.ar1y
Dhoti, their traditional dress is, at presént c n;n?dernlsation. R
generation orly. Females are in the habit of ;si: lged.to the okd
cosmetics, varity bags and other luxurious articlisc:hazl}fal» ormaments,
ch were quite

O them a few decades back Wétch C 1
) » ¥ b4 Iadioy SGWi’!g h
L,'mac_ine,

unknown
ch and gopgles etc. have been found to have poss
esscd by some of

tor

the
Hindi films has become VeIy ponuler among the teenag .
; ers . Utei;\lls made

ve occupied
a favourable place in the household
Se

households of the selected Viliages. Haie design .
lgh as found in the

of stainless steel ha
Cane products 1ike chair, murha etc. are also in A
use. .
owr field study the number of notable household pI:Oe J';ccord:m{, to
perties belongi
- glng

to 156 Nos. of households is as follows.
Cycle- 41, Radio= 4€, Watch- 102, Plough- 135, B
net-131, Rickshow= 2, Sewing machine-4 and Kn;.tc.)ét- 79, Fishing
We find some change in food habit a_'l_so.. Their *RE machinel.
. nOI'ma]_ diet COnsi
sts

of rice with d@al and vegetable etc. Fish is a fa
- VOL’II" oo

taken ite. Meat is also

the habit of taking

Also they use to drir
can not be referred to as Positive changes. Poverty h
' as compelled

them to do sO° On the other hand, cigaratte somoking is
among the peopleés Apnother remarkable change is that-gsom observed
e selected villages have started the habit e of the house-
oh was, till the other day, prohibited amongo:h:e:?ing

: T indu

py them occasionally s At prosent some of them h
bread prepared ‘ e oultiveted
X teé.wiik ub from atta purchased from thd shops
. o . - °
milk. Of course, these chan "
£es

holds of th
poul try whi
peoplee e
| The hous® type has also undergone structural cha
have constructed pucca Assam Type hOuses; (T)lie. Those who
1ds having such type of ﬁouSe is vory 1im'tcour3e, the
veal® that emons 156 nog. of hc»use';\hold‘s1 js; field
s the total

Contd,_ 0o 065
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Again, tue no. of Katcha Assam Type houses is found to be 65 and that
of pucca AT e houses is 11 _‘o_‘nly. Ary way, we can say that & change is
gradually tak.:.lng place among the people to replace the traditional
house pattern. '

Although use of fertiliser, high yielding varieties of paddy,
pesticides and improved agricultural implements are not in vougue
among the people, it ic expected that in the near future they will
adopt these practices due to contact with outside people as well aa
scj_en't.lf 5c demonstration of the Acricul*ure Department .

Montion may also be made of occupational mobility. Prev:Lously,

agric yltural px;aotlces were extensively carried out for subsistence.

In other words, a&F fculture was the Mainstay of the people. Cultivable

only ferile but also more than sufficient in proportion
Increcase of popuvlation on the one hand and fragmentation
of land holdlnz;e on the other, have compelled the people, 'at prosent,
to gearch for other sources of livelihood. Our field study clrarly

at cut of 156 nos. of households, 60'9% are engaged in

11 5% in bamboo and cane works, 12'2% in service, 5'1%

cultivations @7
/ /- in flshlng and 3’8% in dally Wage.

lands were nov

to populatj one

indlcates th

ip business,
Any way's we can assume that the effects of mass communication
1ike radio; tolevicion and newspavnbr, etc, road transPOrt facilities,
ey post of fices; educational and financial institutions » veekly
and daily parkets, science ard technclogy and development plans and
grammes of the Govermment have generated gradual change in the

ro
p of the Namasudra people inhabiting the Barak Valley.

1ife and cultu‘t'e
Beforc we come to the erd of this chgpter we like to discuss

pout the 5 mpact of family planning measures & birth control, inter-caste
untOUCh’f‘blllty and atreettles and prohibition measures sith
n the Hamasudrav,vpgople of the selcmted villages

AN

v apning Measures & Birth Control,

Y

pertistic € couth of populaticn in a particular cammnity retards
. do Velcpnent of the people belonging 1o that community

o , check effoctively the alarming growth population the

and in 0¥¢CT solution is the adoption of scientific methods of family

pemedias
orily I emcd ; b_ﬁ"th cortroles Otherwise any attempt for the all round
an ople will be n)thlr?but a wild goose chase on

7
ﬁaﬁw
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lanning ,
z etopment °F the PO Ty.
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There is no delying the fact that considerable material progress
has been achieved in India since Independence but it failed to raise Tas
percapita income of families because of the faster growth of population.
Remedy lics in the effoctive economic development. It is said that
development itself works as contraceptive in western countires. )
Development does not necessarily mean only development in Industry and
hgriculturc, Scicnce 2nd Technclogy« Science and Technoloey must Beach
- the ncoplc so that their social outlook; t¥ought and habit is

gimultanecusly transformed. India has entered the space agc but ’ -

unfortunately people still believe in existence of the hand of God on
ohild birth. How age shculd be foljcued by the creartion of new man.
Inpegrated development is the key +o the real development. Enough capital
has been invested for cconcmic development but the lot of “he necple has
further deteriorited. Bse 3,641,697 has been spent in the Silchar sub-
division alono for family planning and birth control but people living

7 kp away frem Silchar town has never secn a man Bf the family planming

dapart'izten'b not to speak of recciving any help or guidance in this
t f
8 16
[

respect
So far as our field study is concemed, wc interviowed 131

rGSPOndcn'bs out of a total of 156, leaving 25 nos. cutside our purview
of enquiry due to some factors viz. old age, physical infirnity,
nd bachelorhood, etc of the respondents. Owr enquiry

widowerhood 2
4 of 131. nos. of respordents 20 persons ises 15%

of them vohemoutly oppese to adopt family planning and birth control

the adoption of which, according tc them,is an immoral act

pinst Ngtures Thoir dogmatic Tziew is that a child is the gift of

‘God and man has nothing to do with pro?reaticn. On the other hand,

411 nose 1eee g5% of the resrondents, J..nspi'be of their belief in God

, oot nf child birth, suprort family planning and birth contrel

- resns but curiously en‘-"‘é?h rnobody has come forward to take advanbage

‘ measul‘es‘ They have -heard abcut vasectomy, buboctomy and T
cptivess oto, but *hey do hositate to accopt them periiaps due

c 5113t 7TACY s psycholcgical obsession and religious genitment etc.

measurcss

measvr.e

-
-

- /-—'w “ )
—— apd Family Plarning ¢ A case £f Some Villagos in

wasm——— " -
ation &~ T o in th ‘
16. 'V Popul?® i¥ban Biswas in the book 'The Pattern
C?C;Z; :712{:1:5% in North-East India' edited by Dr, Bir%aigb%:;s
o ) . ’
P=389
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The rcspond:imts when asked abcut the habi't‘:‘of taking help of indigenous
medipdne vize use of medicinal plants or herbs for prevemtion of |

pregnancy as well as performance of gbortion, tave replied in the

nogatile. Tt is now crystal clear that it is the bounden duty of the

Goverment 50 remove the prejudicos from the mind of the neoonle ab-ut

these measurcs. @f the Govermment machinery is directed properly towards

pepularisation of the scientific methods of family plarning and birth
canmtrol amongst the rur

will certainly come whe
apd will voluntarily accept thesc measurcs for the sake of thoir own

a1 people with all possible ways and means, a day

n the people will realise i t i
peop realise its paramount impcrtance

prosp,erity .

lnter._cwg_;ggg:
1 Infer—caste marriage means the unicn of a man and woman belonging

to two different castes. According te scciologists, inter~-caste marriage
ocisted ir the vory anciemt India. The strict laws cf endopamy came into
ferce orly when the varna system was transfcrmed into the caste systeme.
s leads to gifficultics in finding a bridegroom resulting in such

Thi
malpractices as dowry, unsuitable marriages, bride price ctc. come into
oxistonce. The zole means % putting an end to such malpractices is

t}e enccuragement of jnter-castc marriages. Twe forms of intcr-caste
narfiage were accepted - amuloma And pratiloma marriagos.‘ 17

t, not i s
Ag a matter of fact, a single case of inter~caste marriage is

i11agoes select
rted from the villag ctod for our study. In this respect, the

cndcn‘ts appCa

repo
r to be very very crthodox in nature. Signs of happincss

:;]C.:i over thoir f acos when they comment that inter-caste marriage is

ot alcin g?{ place 3n their villages. We cgn, therefere, ct‘»nsid(f that
antil and anless the educated scction -f the Namasudre community exhibits
inc]_ina'bion +owards sucl.l type of marriage it will be extremoly difficult
P illiterate gectior to accent it ?a.sily due to their strong

+ne cas-be system.

g to Dr. G«S. Ghurye, the conflict originating in casteism

t pocordin _
can be remcved 24 enccm.'aglng @tex&gaste marriages. Co-education should
oduct at the primary }ewl and boys and girls should be given

be intT togethere This wi ad
o together. will i
t com g 1 lead to improvememt cf behavicuf

opporturt® *° " oo eimultanccusly with
it 8 » ~ y with which casteism will be actively

petween giffere

refutede Trt07=®

—///;;E Soeial Tngtititions by Ran Nat) - '

17, India? goc® y by Ram Nath Sharma, P=121.
Contdoou.....‘.égy

gte marriage will be enccuraged and the individuals
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marrying outside their own castes will be instrumental in creating an
atmosphere that will be fundamentaly opposed to casteism 18

Tt may be pointed out here that the Govermment of Assam has launched

an embitious scheme in order go provide with special incentive f

. oo 4 2 . ’ Or
inter—casté marriage vhich will gradually help in eradicating the evils
of casteism, so deep rooted amongst the people.

Untouchability & Atrocities.

Prior to the enactment of the Govermment of India Act ' 1935, the
Scheduled Castes were known as the depressed castes or untol:chqblé
cas'E?s. By untouchability we mean certgin disabilities viz. I‘O;Ligious
social, ecoromic and political whick are enforced by the higher éaste;
upon the scheduled castese The prevailins caste system in India is
mainly responsible for untouchability because of the fact +hat the
scheduled castes are supposed to be low in the social hierarchy. More-
&ver, racial, religious and social f‘actors may also be consic'te;r od as
the causgs of untouchability,

T h ons

embodied in the gonstitution of India in favour of the Scheduled Cast
edule cs,

in the previous chapters To avaid repetition we pass on the the untouch

abili.by offences Ac't, 1955 which reads- It is an offence to preven't

. L) ' arN
person on the ground of untouchability (a) from entering ary place of
public worship which is open to other persons, professing the somo

religion (P
o in ay place of public worship or bathing in or using the

ous gervic
.aters of 21 sacred tank, well, spring or water-course in the same

religion; and (c) from access to or use of shop, hotol, public restau-
place of public entertaiment. or public conveyance or hosPi:cal
ational institdétion or charitable trust. ’

ensary oY edue
But it is a matter of great resemtment that in spite of various
7] (o]

’

cons‘bitu*'ional -
a't,il_')n of urItOUOhability has not been pOSSiblO in Ird. v
18 e

of total eradic
have presented t g
Mazumadal and Madan Ppresentec & merve-raising description of

untouchabili‘by prevalont in same parts of the country in the following

few 1ines? 1344 ich
 pe disé pilities which a person has to suffer as a resilt
a low caste &re so many and so heavy that a whole

f£rom worshippinrg or offeri .
) pping ering prayers or performing any religi-

provisions and legislative moAsures the cherished @68 - - v

°° . Page. 58
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‘class of such depressed castes, totalling about fifty to sixty million
perscns, has arisen in Ipdia to-day. The worst affocted by caste incom-
petence qre the so-callced ! untouchables', spread all over Indié, mero
contact with whom is belicved to result in pollution. In South India,
where easteism is pred?r?inan'b ever in urban political 1life, thore arc
also castes of ' unseeables', secing whom would pollute a ;tvnce-born'
Consequetitly, in South India there is a Befinite check on the terrltorlal
mobility of lower castes. They can not go out of their local:Lt:Les and may
venture outside only after nightfall. Untouchebles nowhere may draw water
from a common well, or buy necessaries of 1life from a common shop, or even
though they arc Hindus, enter a temples They may not talk to high caste
people from a distance nearer than that prescribed. They are often demied
tbo use of public conveyances, roads and schools. Ip some parts of the
courfl'rY, their shadow carries ‘pollution and they should not approach
public thoroughfares withcut werning, or walk on them in such manner as
to allow their shadow to fall on, or even be trodden over by, a Brakman. .
In one part of the M,dras State, the untouchables and Parishs can only

(Mise the roads at mid-day, when the sum is vertically overhead: and the
shadow is cast over a negligible distance' Jo

" With regard to atrceities committed ﬁpon the members of the
scheduled castes Bhakta Das comments

! Atrocities against Harijans in the country (are) conmtinuing to
mount, notwithstanding the varicus measuros adopted by the Coverrments
Mardor, Tape, ATSOn and viclence against these weaker scctions of the
ty are acquiring new dimensicns. Efforts made by the Goverment
to CnusTe arhibited march of Harijars towards equality were not
commensur'atc with the magnitude of the problem., The result achieved
was not thorcfore fhe answer to the crying need. Govermment have so far

not succecded in gotting for them froedem from poverty, inequality and
social inj custices In spite of constitutional guarantees, protective

legislations and devolcpment programncs, the vast majority of tho
se communltles atlll centinue to be improverishcd.

SOCle

tho
mombGI'S of
According to the 1 stost rcport Of the Commisszioner for Scheduled Caste

of atrocitics on Scheduled Castes increased from 6197 in

the rumber :
1:’76 to 10,879 in 1977, 150,33 in 1978 .20
. We have go far attempted to bring into foous the evils of

ity and atroci‘bleS vhich are ¢£il11 taklng place in some

untouvhabil
after.a lapse cf several decades of Indials indopendonce.

parts of India .gven

Introduction o Social Anthropelogy by Yejundar & Madem, p=224,

19¢ . An Cast
af the Scheduled astes and ‘bheir Soel()..ee()n(-mie
gev%i?;:znt in Assam by Phekta Das, P-5
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But if we look into Assam e will find 5 totally different picture,
Bimal JDev and Dilip Kr, Lahiri opine : ! Tie Protection of Bl
Rights Act, 1955 is in forco in Assam but no case has been registered
urder the Act during 1978, This is in sharp contrast to 716 cases

in Gujarat, 547 in Tamilnadu (UPJGO 3n¥e 1978 ) and 398 from Maghya
Pradesh. In Assam if certain socigl disabilities ape sufferdd by

the Scheduled Castes, the same can be saig equally about some of the
so called high castes. Thus certain categories of Brahmins have a low
status in tho social hierarchy and the Brahmins having good socinl
backgrcund refuse tc rub sh~ulders with them not +o Speak of cstablighe
zﬁngl/ any matrimonial link. As the soceial elimatg ip the rural arcas of
Assam is ccrgenial for 4 bettor understarding ameng difforont caste
groups, ycunger generation c.n be made agents of sccial change in
spreading the values and norms cf g composite Indian cultype! =1

Tt is now crystal clear that the evils of untouchability ang
atrceities have not jecpardiscd the soceial fabric in Agsanm as a whele
although the higher castes exhibit s off and on, some degrec of
supericrity complex over the schedulegd castes. Owr Pic1q investigation
also reflects the same fact., Ip fine, we can Simply say that the tuo
banks of the river Barak have accomrodated the peeple of vardicus castes
for centurics togother maintaining pcace and tranquility,

Prohibition Moasures,

The Constituticn of Indin lays dowyn g Directive Princrp},e
of State Policy onjoining wpcen the state to endoavour for +he
-_imprrvem-'-'l’it of public health by brine ing axsykr abeyt prohibiiticon,
In pursuance of the Directive Principled the CGovorment of it
have promulgated tho follcuing feyr Prohibition fots: 1) Assam
Ldiquor Prohibition Act, 1952 (..t'\ssam hct I op 1953.). ii) Assam
opium Prohibition Act, 1947, 1i1) Agsam Ganja and Brang Aet, 1948
and iv) Hssam Excise Acts Tt may be mentioned here that thore is
o, Lrehibiticn of opdun, fanin ard Bhang 1n the districty
\sgam. Bubdn ease cf consumption af liquer a17 the districts have
L88E . declared dry so far. ' In cpdep t- accelerate 4ho prehibition
i becn!'m the state of Assam, the Goverment of Assan hasg
ne-tfj{u’aﬁd a State Prohibiticn Council with a Chariman and 13 othop
cons

is Courcil very often helds seminars, take part in

e e i e
of Caste and Social Mobility in Asgap

Bimal J+ Dov abd Dilip Ko Laniri, p= 151
by ¢
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exhibiticns displaying evil effocts of drin'dng. They also
prcduce litcratiures in rrder to mobilise public opinicn

1
against i1l effects of drinking. R2

The Assam Liquor Prohibiticn Act is in force in the two
districts of Karimganj and Cachar. Our ficlg investigaticn
reovcals that the pecple are fully conscicus of the deletericus
effects of ccnsumpticn of liquor. The practice of preparaticn
of liquer is totally absent in the selected villages. It can
nct, however, be said that nob.dy Js in the habit of drinking
ligquer. Somc persens dc consume it quite sceretlys But it de
a metter of great satisfacticn to know from the respcndents
th~t nct a single hcuseheld out ¢f the selected villages has
brought misfortune br way of complete erosicn in health and
happincss, wealth and economy being addicted to consumption ¢f

diqucre.

m—

02, b study on the Impact of Enforcing Liquer Prohibition
among the Bc.dc..\'Kacharls in a Rural). Setting - Tribal
Rescarch Instiiute, Assam p- 16,
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CiAPTER - VIT

CONCLUDENG OBSERVATICHS AND SUGGEST IONS.

The present study is a mild attempt to high]igh'b the socio=
economic conditions of the Namasudr,s inhabitins tho Karimganj and
Cachar districts, in shobl, the Barak Valley of Assam, Nemasudras
" occun¥ the predominant -iosition i.e. 32'97% of the total scheduled
caste population in Assam although they happen to be next to the Pathis
i.e. 27'4% of the total schedled ceste popula<tion in the Barak Valley. -

o

Since 1ndo sendence several decados have already elapsed. In the
meﬂnt:"Lme rany plans and programmes have hser taken up for the upliftment
of the scheduled castc opulation as a vhole, in the Five Year Plans.
Moreoverthe scheduled caste people have got constitutional safehuards and
pritective legislation in favear of them. Even tyen nothin;lspeczacular

has been achieved sof far. o

- Sincere effort is being made ir this Report to bring kiwkm into
limelight all facets of the Bamasudra community right from thédd
origin, social 2ustoms and habits to the prevailing economy gmongst the
people, For this purpose the whole Report is vrenmared under several
chapters with detgiled analysis. |

in the rirst chapler; a peneral oumbiline with refererze to
grographical arsa and location, soil and climatic condition, cte, of the
two districts in vhich the oeople of the Mar. sudra cormunity happen
to live, is given. Morcover population figures in respect of Scheduled
Caste and totol population of the ctstwhile Cachar fistrict is shown as
ver 1971 Censis. Tt has bren founl that scheduled caste and total
nopulation of the aforcssid district constitute 22'87% of the total
S/C porulation ard 11'7% of the total population of Assam respectively.
We bave alos laid emphasis on th'é’--opulaﬁiorz projection which is basedm
on the standard recte of 2'6% anrual Increase, upto 1985 for the
erstuhile Cachar district. 4s our Report is reant éx’cluSively for the
Namasudra commmity of ihe Barak Valley, a short note dealing with
drigin, habitat, fond and drirk, mal;riaga and family systems, etc, of the

Namasudras is als~ incerpo~ated in to thus chapter.

In Chapte® IT me h:ve menticned about the procedure of selectirg
Vl]laﬁ’cs and households on " he basis of fandom S&I"‘pllnp' alonp‘wlth
prevaration of household and village sdredildes in order to collect recess~Ty ﬂ
ddta for ouwl study, T is our .actio ty rive a scientific treatment to the

Roport Rather than witing 1itseary § ogon.

Comdco\\e ¢ o¢73/
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In Chapter III g deta:l.led analys:l.s of population charactnr:a stics
is dealt with. The porcentage of Namasudra population to total popula’r"' on
of the selected villages has been found to be 73'24. Again, total no. of
Famasudra households in 10 nes. of villages is 780 out of which the
no .« of sclected hruseholds is 156. The total population of %56 nos'.
of househoods is estimabed at 965 only. In Table VI we have shown the
distribution of po’ﬂi:lation according to age=group. Here we find the percentage
of population as 21!'5 and 18'2 in the age-growps '0-10 yrs' and !'10-20 yrs'
resnectively, Sex-ratio. as shown inTable VII is 10008918 »

A compfchensive .nalysis of infrastrvctural facilities available
. in and arcund the selected villages is presented in Chapter IV. It has
been obscrved that although the villages are located at a dic tance not
more than 4 K.M. awsy from the nearest motorable road, the condition
of the roade is not at all satisfactory. Furthermore, public bus service
is also pitable. Lt is seen that “fhe maximum distance between a village
and the District Heedquarter is 75 K.M. (Table VIII). People have to
facc extreme difficulties to reach the motorable reed dutring summer
' season becausg of the fact thgt in several villages people have got
no alterndtive thar to take help of country boat. &s regards civic amenities
it has been obscrved +hat pepple of the villapes are fortunate emough
to derive benefits frcm the seriices of post office, telegraph office
and state dispensary, ctce X we take into account the educatiomal
facilities we will find thot in every village theee is one LP. school.
Enrolment. of studenté can not be referred to as poor. But after the
primary stgee of educafion is over, many Nemasudra stuents give up
reading in Hirh Schools. Tpble XII reveals the fact clearly. Only 562
students belonging %o all castes and communities are fourd to read in as
many as 17 nos. of “4.E., High and Higher Sccondary schools in the year
1985 rom the sclacted 1illages. Attitude of the people towards college
educafion can not be srud to be satisfactory. Only 21 Nemasudra students,
17 males and 4 fcmales»f»‘rom the selocted villages are found to bave
received education in '1985 in different collepes located in the two
districts. BEvén then a. gradual change in achieving higher education
1sz noticed among them‘ for better living. &ccording to our ficld study,

the pereéntage of 1i%cracy is 36'5 onlye

‘ People in thp seléé—t.ed villages have to face acute pfbblem
for ﬂrialz;fnp watere ; ‘hey have to fe't.ch water from the ponds, kat.cha
wells and the neqruy{ riverss: As\ rogards marketing facilities it can be

l

said that there arc | a:L]y, bi-weekly and week 1y markets in and around

.céﬁt-d 0o ®0 0 074./
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the selected villaces. Hence the people are in an advantagebus position
to sell or byy their commodifies withoud much difficulty. Moreover there

are 10 nose. of GePe level Co-operative socicties to cater the needs of

the people of these villages.

In Chapter V we have dealt with the mest important aspect of cur

study i.e. cccunation and econtmy of the veonle. It has been found That
60'9% of the househ-lds take up cultivation as nrimary occupation while
13'5% and 12'2% of *he households trke up bamboo and cane works and
service as =rimary occupations resrectively, Cn the other hand, 72'4%
of the total houscholds have got subsidiary occupations 27' 4% and
R6' 5% of thesc households have practised cultivation and daily wage as
subdidiary occumations. Aggin, the percentages of enrﬁer, darning
dependent ard non-earying dependent are 30'1, 27 and 42'9 rospectively.
In Table XX ghowing 1nnd holding pattern of houscholds we fird that
the percentages of househclds having '(0=5 bighas! and '5-10 bighas' of
land are 43'6 and 28'2 rcspectively. This indicates clearjy the low
fragmerted holdingsw uron which the people have to depend for livelihood.
It may be ndted here that 20' 5% of the houscholds do not passcss any
|
|

cultivable 1land. The average lard holding per houscheld is found to be
8'6 bighas only. Cultivation of paddy is mainly practised by thc peonle.
The yield per bigha in respect of Sali, Ahu and Boro is found to be 6 mds,xH
5 mds and 4'1.mds rcsncctivelys. With regard to the vattern of annual
income of the hcuscholds, it may be said that AE!Bﬁ% of the total income
is obtained from cultivntion, 18'28% from service and 13!'15% from

bamboo & cane works, etc. The average gross annual income of a

houschold is estimated at Rs. 7590426 only. It may also be noted that

€0 houscholds out of 15€¢ nos. of houscholds of th~ selected villages

live beloy poverty line. &pain if we look into the pattern of annual
expenditure of the househclds we will find that 77'5% of the total

amount. of expenAiture is incurred for food while 7'98% is meant# for

dress and ornamsnts. In resrect of education 2'A% of the total amount

of exnenditure is snent only. The average anmal expenditure XsSxsmexl

per househohd is found to be Rs. 7255.51 againsh an amount of Rse 7590.26,

the average amnmual income per hguschelde. So we find a very low

surplus amount of lse 33485 per annum per heusehold. On the whole, it

may be said that the econormy of the houscholds, under stidy, is of

subsistence type. We hove also mentioned, in this chapter, about the

fundamental causcs of rural indebtednesmse Moreover we have referred to

| ‘; : COthoo-.tvr?5/
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vafious provisions off-red by the Assam Rural Indebtedness Relief Act,
1975 for the benefit of *+he poor people. We come to know from owr field
investiration that 58 households (37%) of the total no. of 156 housgholds
are in debt. The average debt per houschold is worked out to be Re. 856441
against an amount of Rse 2303.45, the average debot per indebted houschold.
The percapit, debt is cstimated at Rse 138'45 only. Tt has been observed
that people are mct very much inmterested in taking loan from the banks,
co-operative socielics and other Govt. agcncies. Rather they like to S
approach the village moncylender to take loan at the cost of higher

rate of interest. Table XXXTI will sﬁpport this facte.

In chapter VI we have concentrated our attention to throw light
upon the silent changes that have taken place among the Namasudras. We
have discussed abzut the changes in the tradiiional institutions vize.
Family and Marringe. Tt has been obscrved that the traditionsl joint

.. family system has undercene significant changes gibing way to

nuclegr family systome Cut of 156 nes. of houscholds 44 houscholds (39%)
are joint families onlv. The marriageable age of boys and girls has al®
gone up in comparison to the carlier times. In reospect of treatment

of diseasos, hirh r cducation, religious beliefs and prz;c'ticesj ete,
changes have taken place. Morcover we observe significant changes

in material culture viz. in dress and ornaments, hair rtyle, houschold
articles, food habits, house type, occup~ticnal pattern, ete, to name
only a fews We have finally dealt with family planning and birth control
measures, inter-caste marriage, untouchability and atrocities ~nd

prohibiticrn measures, in this chaptcr.

Suggestions .

Just before wo - attempt to put forward our sugges’clons for
accelerated development of the Namasudra people inhawiting the Karimganj
and Cachar districts of Assam, we can not resist our temptation to quote

the following analytical suggestions meant for the development of the

- 8cheduled castes peorle of Assam as a vhole, from a resourceful articles

There should be a urdiversal Bench Mark Survey for the sche "uled
caste families in Assam just like the Bench Mark Survey corducted for

the Schef’uled trlbes within sub=plan area so thet required data for proncr

planning ang aleo “he dath on the numbér of familiocs below the poverty

line could ba madn avallable to ¥%te planners as well as to those vhe are

implementing the devclopment - schemes

Cortd oo e ooso76/
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- package of schemes after a gap of one yoar or so' 77

iy [
Secondly, the problemé of the scheduled castes people should

be studied in their proper perspective and the result of thesc rosearch
gtudies should be made available tc all concerncde.

. The schetles so far implemented under Special Component Plan
for scheduled castes should be evaluated so that the defects could be
found owt and future plans could be formulated in a better way so ’chqt

the benefits quickly reach the target groups.

Monitoring Cell. should functicn more vigorously so that fecd
banks are diéseminatod tc all concerned, a better co-ordination can be
cstablished among the developrben’r. dcrartments responsible for -
imeplomenting the comporent plans and remedial measures can properly

be ensured.

Family card system should be intrcduced wherein the assistance
or benefits received by a scheduled castes family will be recorded so
that there may not be duplication in counting. This will cnable the
aubhor:ﬁ-y to find out the actusl xm mmber of families benefitted.

It may also be wossible for-trhe concerned developrent denartments to

record the ineremental increments that a family reccives from the

23

" On the basis cf ~ur field study and personal expericnces nt the
time of conducting the ficld study, we would like to offer the following

suggestions i~

1) Pemple should be motivated to acquiant themselves with the
scientific method of cultivation. Necessary training courses/
demonstration shculd be imparted to the interested cultivators for
proper use of pesticides and fertilisers to obtain maximum yield.

High yiel ing varicties mny be introduced in large-scale. Vigorous
efforts must be carricd out in crder to control the fury of the river
Barak ¥tk and othcr tributaries,. failing which, marked develophent in

.agriculturc will be next to impossible.

2) Pre-primary schools should be estgblished within the villages

with a view tc impar‘ing education to the children below 6 years of age.

 Educational institutions vize High and Higher Secendary scheols should

be provided with all possible facilities sc that students after
comc‘lntlon of primary stage of ecucation get emotlonﬂly attr'lcted

23, ¥hssam Spocial Gomponont Plan for Scheduled Uastes=Rotrospootive
and Persnective! by BeNe Bordcloi in the book 'Plamming in North PO
East India! edited by K. Alam, P~77.
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to the ipstituticns for further study. Steps should be taken sc as to

minimise school drop-ocuts.

3) Family Welfare Department should adopt suit-ble measures to
make the pecple aware of fam'ly planning programrmes ng‘r, cnly to reduce
populaticn pressure but also toc gear up the rural eccnomy to a great
extent .

4) Villages should be linked with motorable roads so that the -
perple do not suffer a lct in their mevement from place to place and
transportaticn of ~gricultural progucts and essemtinl commodities |

becomes casier. ‘

5) Leans in torms of cash/ldnd should be provided to the person
vho is actually in need of it. Care sheuld be taken so tint the loanee
utilises the amcunt of loan in right earnest and %sapprc?p.riation does
not take place in ~ny sides Political pressure should be left aside at
the time of 1ssuing lcan. complicated procedures at the time 8f granting
loans by the Gacn Panch,vat level co-operative socicties , hationalised |
banks, rural banks ard other financial institutions, etec. should be
avoided as far as practicable in order to make the poor people free from

the grip of village rx ncylenders.

6) Provisdion cf safe drinking water should be made available.
At prosent perple hove to feteh wat-r from the ponds, wells and the

nearby rivers.
7) Mpdical hospitals ard dispensaries should be furniched with
modern equipments fur proper diagnosis and better treatment of diseases.

8) Peovic st odld be motivated by cie Pepartrewt of Animal

e}

Husbnf.3nax-y ¢ Veterivery to cnhance their ceentmy by means of rearing

improved varicty -0 cabtle, goats, ducks nnd fouls, ete. in a

seciontific mamcr. Apbificial insemination nhould be made popular,

Atgempts should be made by the Devartment of Fishery to
stimulate the pecnlc for developing cultured f ishery which will ultimnately

augment their ceonimy.

10) Tmootmoce should be given on improvement, of the cottage
industries viz. banboc & sane works. It has boen foudd that mAany
houschelds have adontced bamboe & cane werks as the primary source of
income for livelihocd. Tredini ng faellitics, grants-ip-aid and loans in
cash/kind skould he vrovided so that the people may depend entirely wupon
it .

Contd.es . o0 078/
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11) Benefit shruld be percolated to the poorest of the poor
bel onping to the Namasudra community under the provisions of the 8
Sgheduled Caste Componert Plan.

12) The crying nced of the hrur is o meke all out offorts to
create a congenial ~tmosphere for establishing matrimonial rclationship
through inter-caste marringe so that assimilaticn of the poonle

belonrimg to diverse castes and communities takes place effectively.

Let us fervently hope the Namasudra people will come forward
ungrudgingly to squeez maximum benefits ~ut of the facilities provided
under various develormental plans and programmes specially designed
for the improverent of the Scheduled Castes vopulation of the Statc.
Can we not expect a step further that * he people of the Namasudra Caste
will emerge as the torchbearer of progress and prosperity before the
dawn of the twenty first century, to be followed by the people of opher

schoduled castes living simultanccusly in Assam 2
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e 80~ ANNEXURE -IT
1 l ‘ LIST OF VILLAGES WITH 40% OR ABOVE NAMASUDRA POPULAT ION
i IN THE KARTMGANS AND CACHAR DISTRICT OF _ASSAM
1 1 . 1 ] {
{ Name of | Name of | Name of the | Total ; Total + Total '=Tota1 No.
; the Block' the G&P«r Village No, of, popula=~! No, of of Nama-
i a ' ! ' house- tion. : Namasudre (suira po-
- ] ¢ holds.t . households.pulatlor}.
S T S N N S A
1, Poddarpar 152 632 69 315
2. Choradighirpar 146 819 96 567
3. Suprakandi 152 778 124, 636
4 Solmera 108 647 104 623
. 5; Pinnapar 225 1191 180 912
6+ Dalknin Nathupuwr 35 215 35 215
74 Putimara 69 392 50 302
'8i Brojendra Nagar 183 1002 170 941
Jotkapon 9¢ Tinguri 100 586 100 586
GP - 10 + Kemargasm 146 842 143 829
11 Mgidamail 34 251 27 190
124 Amdakagd 40 270 40 270
134 Jatai 93 532 é 349
Soul:.h 14+ Surya Dgs 120 754 - 54 329
ol i5. Shyem Nager 99 5O 65 %3
Develop- 6. Pirerchak 95 651 38 245
ment Block, 17. Brahmin Sashan 42 . 272 21 130
9. Uttar Nythupur 60 379 37 R25
: 18. Sycdpur 2 129 2 129
Kahichail 20. Telikhalerpar 120 635 120 635
Jabalipur o4 Bhatgram 19 1137 80 468
Subhas 22. Bagargool 250 1476 110 645
Tagar . 23, Nakerkora 51 297 51 297
fallgnj o). Mirganagar 103 514 9 g8
| 25, Chatol ™ 72 184, i 280
‘ lc’}hgramposa 26. Keot Koﬁa 200 1371 128 775
Nilamtif,zar 27. Katagram - L7 28 47 2/8
ey - -
f Y
]
. .
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28+ Karikals 51 312 39 237
29+ South Kalachuk 114 651 49 R92
R.K. NAGAR 30+ Poddgrpar 60 390 45 295
i ST Nalgnre =R SR
32+ Bast Baruala 387 2586 ° 176 1115
33+ Bhabanipur 100 696 40 270
Cardhi gram 3le Paltawalg 57 307 57 307
Sl 35. Nabingra, 250 1320 150 820
36+ Bijoyrur 53 263 40 195
37 . Durgapur 99 431 78 327
38. Sonapur Amdor 70 32 65 342
R.K. Nagar Wangirbong 39, Sonapur Chonyala 65 286 53 226
Dev. Block, G.P. 40« Kishorirur 40 245 40 245
41« Sonapur Lamarsit 43 235 42 229
42+ Sonapur Habingram 56 343 55 255
43+ Sonapur Jarulbari 37 165 374 165
Gobindganj 4lie Naya Babin 113 667 45 255
e Bard o S B Jeriibars 0 2 eas il ies b Hin G
Kazirbazgr G.P o it 58 397 m 206
47+ Singlarpar 103 562 90 485
Anipur G.P. /8. Baruala 188 951 95 495
i 49« Amarkhal 176 1071 72 438
50« Nayatila 41 275 41 R75
Badarpur N - §
Dev Block. Badarpur 51 Bagua o =2 59 480
G.B, 52« Chatudaram 66 425 45 287
53, Gualaghat 45 310 20 212
iyl M i 7 e 26
Badar_pwr a. P‘Slpb rzapar Gaonpar 9 54, 43 5
Pather 'Lowairpoa 55+ Korikai 206 1195 90 517
Kandi Devw.,, (834700
BlOCko
Contd.. o ® 582/
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1 L ] 3 { L GATIE
O e 56+ Manikona 160 SO s S
Karimeanj P e A e
Dev. Block Sl o e Ko mal 36 220 36 220

58« Tukerpar 33 205 29 181
Latu Dasgram 59+ Ulukandi 40 258 40 258
G.P. ‘
Palonshat G.P. 60« Rukni Pt-I 165 987 81 556
61« Rukni Pt-IT 268 1386 110 583
62+ Rulni Pt~-IV. 306 165% 147 840
63+ Punimukh 257 1240 126 508
6e Dharmigrant 505 279/ 223 908
65, Bhut ankhal 63 365 40 225
66. Cojalghat Wost 162 1157 52 786
40 67+ Cojalghat East 125 e71 e7 595
Narsingpur Dholai G.P. €8+ Jibangram 155 956 134 817
Pev. Bipek 69. Devipur Fast 124 860 56 385
70, Mahadebpur Fast g1 635 GO /05
71« Bhubandhar F.V, 85 575 79 521
Bhagabazar G.P. 72, Samneghat, 175 1150 80 525
73- K‘UliCheT‘I‘a F.V. 80 512 45 2@4
74+ French Nagar. 120 735 41 262
75« Tulartol 79 508 515 B25
f Katlicherra Rongpur G.P, 76. Roopacherra 78 413 40 228
Dev.Block Basti.
Sonabarighat = 77. Sildubi Gramt 222 1496 195 1314
Sonai Dey, C+F- 8. S11dubi Pt~TT = 231 1551 "Sa0s  1g7s
Block. ~—~ - etz
Meherpur— 79+ Syedpur Pt-II 120 752 95 595
Krishnapur G.P,
Katigorah Kalain G.P. 80+ Baraitoli Pt-IT 90 575 50 315
Pev. Block &1+ Bhatgram 147 932 125  7Rg

Cont(lo-a °e 1'83/
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Kalain G,Pe 82+ Maniour Pt-I 102 679 81 52/,
Sonapur G.P.84. Hadibornd Pt-I 89 L8 80 406
. L 18
e il 85« Sonapur Pt-IT 81 413 35 5
Rerell gok 86, Natarmpur 150 956 105 672
k 87. Mahadebpur 93 664, 93 664
i'; : Pt-II
Cumre G.P« 88, Mahadebpur 97 636 82 589
! Pt-IT11
89. Khelma VII 110 815 100 742
i 90+ Khelma I 130 686 120 621
“~ Binnakandi 91. Kaptanpur 36 233 36 R33
i G.P. Pt-VIII
(Tilka Nutan
l
: ¢ Basti)
i i o A B
Rupail"bali G-P-
Lakhipur 92, Algapur Pt=-I 95 483 38 197
Dev. Block. e et
‘ Barakpar G.P.93. Bethukandi 157 963 145 892
| _ L,
‘ Baskandi 9/,e Badripar Pt-IV165 991 67 405
Sonapur G.P. '
Dudtpatil 95, Chotta Dudh- 440 2578 202 1185
" GoP. patil Grant.
| Udarbond
5 Dov. Block  Thaspur G.P.96. Madhupur Ft-I 95 SEOLRT W MRS
| Rajnagar 97 . Roypara 30 185 30 185
\! GOP.
| e —
1 L GoP .98 s Kali 4
| Salohapra arapur G.P 98 ﬁ‘f}?agar 77 473 e 192
' Devs Block
I Tapang GeP. 99« Chibitabichia 191 1378 82 636
' 100+ Chibitabichia 179 1281 80 535
‘ 0. o Pt"IVo NS by
| % Grand Totgl = 12200 73325 7760 L6325
|
| @ECQAEREER
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