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PREFACE

The Assam Institute of Research for Tribals and Sched-
uled Castes, Guwahati under the aegis of Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India, have been providing grants-in-
aid to authors for publication of books written on different
aspects of tribals and scheduled castes. The scheme is known
as 'Grants-in-Aids for Literary works for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.! The scheme receives very good
response from different authors. In fact, it is difficult to
accommodate all the authors under the scheme. As a part
of this popular scheme, the book titled "Asomar Hira
Sampradai by Guneswar Das" has been sponsored by the
Institute for publication. It is expected that the readers will
receive the book with pleasure. We look forward to comments
and suggestions from the readers.

I am grateful to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Gov-
emment of India and Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward
Classes Department, Government of Assam for providing
financial assistance for implementation of the scheme.

I also offer my thanks to the officers and staff of this
Directorate for their help and co-operation.

Finally, I like to thank M/s. Bohniman Printers, Guwahati
for their help and co-operation in bringing out the book.

(G.C. Kakati)
Director,
Assam Institute of Research for
Tribals and Scheduled Castes,
Guwahati-22
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U.0. No. 7(5)/83-KVI (II) . [Copy/
Minister of Industry
India
New Delhi-110011
May 25, 1983
Dear Shri Saikia,

As you are aware "Cottage Pottery Industry” is one of the
specified village industries under the provisions of KVIC Act 1956. It
is estimated that over 13 lakhs of persons are engaged in activities
connected with the pottery industry. The KVIC through its special
programmes has been above to assist about 2 lakhs artisans who
produced pottery about Rs. 45.24 crores during 1982-83. The target for
employment is 3.8 lakhs persons and for production is Rs. 72.31 crores
during 1984-85. A salient feature of this industry is its wage content
48 to 50% of the production value.

The Chairman of the KVIC has brought to my notice that
whereas in the past village potters used to obtain clay and firewood
free of cost, they are now finding increasing difficulty in obtaining
these items in many places. Even through some state Governments

Ly



have permitted potters to obtain clay from Govt. land, then face dif-
ficulties of the local level in getting this facility. Similarly the cost of
firewood or other fuel is constantly rising and this ends to make the
final product costly and uncompetitive.

Keeping in mind the employment potential of this programme
and its widely dispersed coverage, I request that you may issue

suitable directions to the departments of the State Government con-
cerned to assure that :-

i) Clay is made available freely to potters free of cost or at
nominal rates. It is essential that these instructions are observed both
in letter and spirit at the local level

and

ii) Potters can obtain from local depots of the State forest
departments on concessional reasonable rates.

The Chairman KVIC has also pointed out that with the increas-
ing use of aluminium and plastic utensils the demand for traditional
clay pots and pans is increasing. Accordingly, the Commission is
directing its efforts towards helping potters to diversify their produc-
tion. The Commission's Central Village Pottery Institute at Khanapur,
Belgaum District (Karnataka) has recently introduced earthen pipes
which are used for irrigation and drainage of surplus water from wa-
terlogged areas. Such earthen pipes have become very popular in that
part of Karnataka State. Based on this experience the Commission feels
that the production of earthen pipes should be taken up on a wider
scale in other parts of the country. This will not only help village

potters to diversify their production but also help farmers in increasing
agricultural production.

You may like to adopt the suggestion of the Chairman, KVIC
and encourage the production of earthen pipes.and their use in vari-
ous parts of your state.

With Kind and best regards.

Yours Sincerely

Sd/-
To (NARAYAN DUTT TIWARI)
Shri Hiteswar Saikia
Chief Minister
Govt. of Assam
Gaubhati
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