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Hajong Loka Sanskriti : A collection of sixteen articles on
some aspects of Hajong, written by Sri Paresh Chandra
Hajong and published by the Director, Assam Institute of

Research for Tribals and Scheduled Castes, Jawaharnagar, ‘
Guwahati - 22. |
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PREFACE

The Assam Institute of Research for Tribals and Scheduled
Castes, Guwahati under the aegis of Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, have been providing grants-in-aid to authors
for publication of books written on different aspects of tribals and
scheduled castes. The scheme is known as ‘Grants-in-Aids for
Literary Works for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.” The
scheme receives very good response from different authors. In
fact, it is difficult to accommodate all the authors under the scheme.
As a part of this popular scheme, the book on Hajong Loka
Sanskriti by Paresh Ch Hajong has been sponsored by the
Institute for publication. It is expected that the readers will receive
the book with pleasure. We look forward to comments and
suggestions from the readers. '

I am grateful to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government
of India; and Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward Classes
Department, Government of Assam. I also thank the Hill Areas
Development Department for providing financial assistance for
implementing the scheme under Sixth Schedule Areas.

I also offer my tﬁanks to the officers and staff of this
Directorate for their help and coaperation.

Finally, I like to thank M/s. Bohniman Printers, Guwahati
for their help and cooperation in bringing out the book.

(G.C. Kakati)
Joint Director
Assam Institute of Research for
Tribals and Scheduled Castes.
Guwahati-22
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Rabha and Hajong of the Gowalparah District are branches
of the Kachari race and connected with the Garos™ -
(O4TS 74 & — ‘The Hajongs appear to be
indentical with Hazai Kacharis of North Cachar.”®
SRS, 9&1, @ AT (L.A. Waddel) BIRIAE 32—
‘The Hajongs as the'i)rimitive Kachari of the hilly tracts.”°
©° f% <, g (Dr. D. N. Mazumdar) (T8 02—
In the Census Report of 1891 while the Hajongs have been
considered_gs a separate ethnic group, their racial affinity to
the Garos and the Kacharis has also been referred to.>*
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®| Dalton, E. T. Tribal History of Eastern India, Reprinted, New
Heldhi, 1978, Page 87-88.
>0 | Waddel. L.A., The Tribes of the Brahmaputra Valley, Reprinted,
New Delhi, 1975, Page-4
531 Majumdar, Dr. D. N. Hinduized Communities of western

Meghalaya: in Garo Hills and the People (ed), L.S. Gassa,
Guwahati, 1984, Page-4
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numerically small tribal communities of Assam. They are Sched-
uled tribe in the two Autonomous Hills Districts of Assam,
Viz, Karbi Anglong and North Cacher Hills. In plains districts
of the Brahmaputra Valley there are also quite a few Hajong
Villages but in the plains districts of Assam, the Hajongs are
not a Schduled tribe. There are a few Hajong pockets in
the Garo Hills District of Meghalaya. A limited number of
Hajong families are at present inhabitants of Arunachal Pradesh
also. Prior to independence of India there were several Hajong
settiments in Mymensing and Sylhet districts of present
Bangladesh' (erstwhile East Pakistan). The partition of the
country compelled many of them to migrate to then Undivided
Assam where the present State of Meghalaya, Nagaland and
Mizoram were Constitutent districts only.

The precise meaning of the word ‘Hajong’ is very dif-
ficult to ascertain since there is no agreed opinion on it. How-
ever, according to the majority opinion of their own scholars,
the word ‘Hajong’ originates from the Garo word ‘Ha-Jong’.
In Garo ‘Ha’ means land and ‘Jong’ actual means people
who are expert in ploughing. The Hajongs are, in fact, very
expert plough cultivators.

In regard to their racial affinity also scholars have ex-
pressed divergent views. While scholars like Colonel Daltons,
L.A. Waddel opinine that they are identical with the hilly
Kacharis, meaning Dimasa Kacharis of the North Cachar Hills.
Other scholars trace racial affinity to the Garos of Meghalaya.
Whatever might their racial affinity, it is certain like the other
tribes of North East India, the Hajongs are also Mongoloids.*

“The Hajong is 2 Scheduled Tribe community of Assam.
The word Hajong is derived from the word ‘Ha’ meaning

5% | Bordolai, B. N. Encyclopaedic profile of Indian Tries, Vol I (G-K),
Editors, Schchidananda R. R. Prosad, Edition 1996, 1998, Pub-
lished by Discovery Publishing House, New Delhi-110002, (IN-
DIA).
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Land and ‘Jong’ meaning insect i.e insect of land. Ther is
a popular legend regarding the origine of the community which
is as follows: originally, they were the inhabitants of Hajo of
Kamrup district. As they were the descendants of the Kshattriya
they fled from the wrath of Parasurama and threw away their
Sacreed thread, concealed their caste and identified themselves
as batra (Keep away) and settled at Sowarkana and Tikrikilla
in Garo hills and Balat in Khasi Hills. From that batra, the
Hajongs have originated. The community is distributed in the
district of Goalpar.a,'Dhubri,‘ Kokrajhar, Nalbari, Kamrup,
Darrang, Lakhimpur, Nagaon and Karbi Anglong of Assam,
The main concentration of the community is found in Goalpara
district and Nagaon District. Outside Assam the Hajong also
inhabit in the plains of south and western border of the Garo
Hills of Meghalaya and the adjacent areas of South.’>®
&St el (T @R, Hajong— They inhabit Lakhipur
area of Goalpara and South Salmara of Dhubri districts. But
most of them live in Garo Hills of Meghalaya. A small number
of Hajong are at present to be found in Miao Subdivision
of Tirap district of Arunachal Pradesh. A few scholars are
of the opinion that the word Hajong is derived from the Kachari
word Haju which literally means the people who live in high
hills. Some other scholars are of the opinion that the word
Hajong originates from Garo word Ha-Jong (Ha = Land, Jong
= ant/worm). As the Hajongs, main occupation is agriculture,
so this word is used for thein.>
‘Hajongs are believed to have migrated from the north-
east, to have settled first at Kamrup in Assam and to have

54 | General Edition, K. S. Singh, Editor, B. K. Bordoloi. L. R. K.
Athaparia, People of India, Assam, Volume XV, Part one, 2003, P-
268.

St | Sen, Sipra, Tribes and Castes of Assam, Published in 1999 in India
by Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi-110002, P-134.

9

later shifted to the Garo Hills in Meghalaya. Dalton (1872)
considered the Hajong to be a branch of the Kachari. How-
ever, the Hajong, once matrilineal and linguistically akin to the
Kacharis, now demonstrate so much difference with the latter
in social organization, that it is difficult to club them together.
In Meghalaya, they are concentrated in the plains of the
Southernmost end in the western portions of the west Garo
Hills district, some Hajong Villages are situated in the East
and West Khasi Hills districts bordering Bangladesh. Accord-
ing to the 1981 Census, their population in Meghalaya is 24,331.
The Hajong language has close affinities with the Assamese
and Bengali languages particularly with Assamese, and many
of the Hajongs are conversant with these languages. They use
the Assamese Script. In the village the Hajong women and
old men wear a traditional dress woven by them. The women
use a piece of cloth with broad and medium border which
have a typical colour combination known as pathani and the
menfolk wear a small piece of cloth as a lower garment,
known as gamcha or Viza Kapod.”

ANt YR (99 WS, ‘The Hajongs are one of the
microscopic tribes of north-eatern region of the country and
majority of them are found in Meghalaya and Assam and a
few of them are found in Arunachal Pradesh. There are also
a considerable number of Hajongs in Bangladesh. In Meghalaya,
as the indigenous tribe, the position of the Hajong will be
fourth, in respect of population, next to Khasi, Jaintia and
Garos. In Garo Hills district the Hajongs are the second largest

tribe in number next to Garos.’ _
“The Hajongs in Garo Hills the Garos called them ‘Ajong’,

5® | Edited by : Satinder Kumar, Enyclopaedia of South Asian Tribes,
Volume-3, First Edition, 2000, Published by J. L. Kumar for Anmol
publications Pvt. Ltd., New Helhi.
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(outsider or-Non Garo) or Hajong (Earth-Worm) with an
amusing feelings. The latter denotation was heartily accepted
by the Hajongs for the obvious reasons. On the other hand
due to faulty pronounciation the word ‘Hajbongsi’ has become
‘Hajbong’ and subsequenthy ‘Hajwang’ and then simply
Hajong. However, since this time onwards the Hajongs are

now known only as Hajongs with their own district identity
and separate entity, - ‘

As the Hajongs migrated and descended from Hajo,
they came to be known as Hajongs. Having settled in Garo
Hills the Hajongs began to Plough the plains land as insect,
This seemed to be a new feature to the. Garo people and
the new comer people came to be known as Hajongs. Because
in Garo language haa or a’a = land or soil and jong =insect,”*
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(outsider or.Non Garo) or Hajong (Earth-Worm) with an
amusing feelings. The latter denotation was heartily accepted
by the Hajongs for the obvious reasons. On the other hand
due to faulty pronounciation the word ‘Hajbongsi’ has become
‘Hajbong’ and subsequenthy ‘Hajwang’ and then simply
Hajong. However, since this time onwards the Hajongs are

now known only as Hajongs with their own district identity
and separate entity, -

As the Hajongs migrated and descended from Hajo,
they came to be known as Hajongs. Having settled in Garo

Hills the Hajongs began to plough the plains land as insect,
This seemed to be a new feature to the. Garo people and
the new comer people came to be known as Hajongs. Because

in Garo language haa or a’a = land or soil and jong = insect.’*
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