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TRIBUTE

The Officers & Staff of the Directorate of Assam Institute of Research for Tribals
and Scheduled Castes deeply mourn the sudden demise of the following members of the
Directorate during the years 2006-07
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Late Pranab Kr. Phukan Late Luit Kr. Bhuyan
Inspector of Statistics Accountant

Died on 16-03-2006

e e e e e

Died on 05-02-2007

i 3

Late Babul Kalita Late Ram Narayaﬁ F;ingh
Driver Chowkidar-Cum-Mali
Died on 31-03-2006 Died on 20-03-2007

May the Departed Souls Rest in Eternal Peace
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TRIBAL SITUATION IN ASSAM SINCE
PRE-INDEPENDENC PERIOD

Sri Birendra Kumar Barman**

Assam has a rich legacy of culture and civilization conjured by the name.
Being the homeland of different race of men, Austrict, Mongolian, Dravidian and
Aryan that came to dwell in her hills and valleys at different time since remote
antiquity. Assam has developed a composite culture of variegated colour.

Situated in the North-East of India, Assam has a glorious history of her own.
Popularly known as the ethnological museum of India, Assam has been described
as a mini India, having a rich diverse cultural heritage.

Until 1826, Assam was ruled by the Ahoms which is termed as the turning
point in Assam history. They ruled Assam nearly for six hundred years. The Burmese
entered through Eastern borders and overran the territory at time when court
" intrigues and dissension were sapping the vitality of the Ahom royality. The British
appeared soon 1826 by the treaty of Yandabu, the Burmese ceded Assam to
the British.

Assam, the sentinel of the North-East India is most strategically situated,
close to India’s international borders with as may as four countries i.e. China, Burma,
Bhutan and Bangladesh. It is surrounded on all other sides by predominantly hilly
or mountainous tract. Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh on the North, Manipur, Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh on the East and Meghalaya and Tripura on the South.

During the pre-independence period Assam was known as Bar Assam or
Greater Assam, where seven sisters of today were considered as one even though
Tripura built a strong royal hegemony. The British ruled the entire areas. The British
Government appointed Commissioners to look after the administrative matter of
this region. The administrative role played by then officers in the form of grouped
and regrouped of the territories and the people according to their own interest of
cost minimization in administration and profit maximization in economic ventures
gradually developed ethnic uproaring in Bar Assam, which in subsequent years
resulted communal clashes in the name of safeguard ang maintaining ethnic
solidarity among various tribal people of Assam. Thuys a segmentation tendency
among the ethnic groups had become an unavoidable issye whose impact was
bitterly faced by the Government of Assam during post independent period.

It is evident from history that even after reorganization policy of the British
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Government some of the present state of North-East, maintained rigid ethnic
solidarity and they tried to establish their own rule under the leadership of their
own king of chief. Though it was there, the state re-organization (1955-56) envisioned
an integrated North-East India in the form of an enlarged Assam. It anticipated a
merger of Manipur and Tripura with Assam after some years. However, this
recommendation was not accepted by the Government of India. Later on a political

resentment developed in Manipur then Naga dominated areas in Manipur, resulting
the formation of statehood to Manipur on March 22, 1972.

. Similarly, the Meghalaya, which was under the jurisdiction of Assam till 1972,
got its independent Statehood on February 21, 1972, Mizoram, the former Lusai
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characterized by the co-existence of equally strong pockets of tribals as well as

feudal influence with the corresponding ethnic connotation. The division between
the caste Hindu Assamese society and non Assamese indigenous societies were
the deep rooted factor for the development of later political turmoil in Assam as
a whole.

Moreover, it is evident that the expansion of the colonial education among
the tribal people of the plains and hills had developed an elite section in the non
Assamese indigenous societies. It increased scope for jobs in Government estab-
lishment, the tradition-bound smaller societies, later on named ‘tribes’ became
pregnant of an untraditional segment the middle class. And this very c!ass of 'peop'le
played a pioneering role in unfolding consolidation and Fhe;n spreading an identity
consciousness among the members of their own societies. On the other hand
discrimination, alleged superiority of the caste Hindu Assamese and cgstg-baged
social equations gradually started pushing them away from whatever proximity might
have been achieved with the core-Assamese society. Gradually the unresolved
economic apprehensions started getting a political direction. The atmosphere of
neglect and indifference expedited the withdrawal process further. The hurt sen-
timents of the middle class realized that without political power, no malady could
be remedied and as a result bargaining for political power began, But no effective
mechanism was evolved which could satisfy the legitimate aspirations of this tribal
“Middle class”, Instead a deliberate attempt at projecting them as mere showpieces
in different political organizations and without giving them any real power further
damaged the situation. They were never taken into confidence. This §tupborn
situation was potential enough to provide motivation for them to start thinking in
terms of their own political hegemony.

The ethnocentric nature of state sponsored development ha.s been a major
factor in creating rifts in poly-ethnic Assam and has played a major role behind
the emergence of hill and plains movement. The backwa.rFiness f.el_t.by the plains
and hills tribes were expressed by the emergence of polltlcal. activities gf the so-
called newly born tribal leaders in the various pockets of the hills and plains. Much
of the plan fund and fund for the central development schemes/programmes have
been channelized for the development of certain plain areas particularly for the
Brahmaputra Valley. Thus the developmental inputs in both. thg hills and plains tribal
dominated areas were very insignificant. This attitude of indifference to the acute
problems of the region has been cycled repeatedly by the Assamese bourgeoisie
towards the non Assamese ethnic groups in general and the Hill people in particular.

The emerging tribal elites in the hills and plains incrgasingly became dis-
lllusioned with the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of Indian Constitution. The
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the appeasement policy to keep them in Assam.

It can be understood that unlike hills the first concrete plains tribal aspiration
may be traced back to January 4, 1929 when four memorandum were submitted
to the Simon Commission. However proper autonomy aspiration of the plains tribals
required about four decades to be articulated and in fact on February 27, 1967
with the birth of plains Tribals Council of Assam a distinct phase began.

Plain Tribal Council of Assam, which stood for the Barmans of Cachar, the
Bodo Kachari, the Deori, the Hojais, the Kacharis including the Sonowals, the
Lalungs, the Meches and the Rabhas, submitted a memorandum to the President
of India on May, 20, 1967 demanding the full autonomy in the predominantly plains
tribal areas of the Northern tract of Goalpara, undivided Kamrup, undivided Darrang,
Lakhimpur and Sibasagar districts including all the tribal Belts and Blocks so that
the tribals can (a) adequately protect their land, (b) give effective check to economic
exploitation of tribals by non-tribals, (c) conserve their language, culture, customs
and what is best in them (d) prevent political domination by non-tribals over tribals
and imposition of anything which would disrupt their traditions and customs and
(e) grow according to their own genius and traditions.

In later half of the present century this tribal movements got extreme
momentum. Specially in Bodo dominated areas the ABSU took the leading role
who was best inspired by the Assam movement. Simultaneously, the movement
was also peddled by the BPAC. Finally, it drew the attention of the Government
of India and the State Government as well. An accord was signed between the
leaders of ABSU and BPAC on the other hand and the Additional Chief Secretary
of Assam on 20th February, 1993. After the accord, Bodoland Autonomous Council
was formed in 1993. This Council too could not fulfil the aspiration of the Bodo
and new movement activities again rocked the Northern part of the Brahmaputra
valley which took numbers of life. These activities continued for about eight years

and in 2003 these groups began discussion with the Government of India. After
a series of discussion, the present form of BTAD (Bodoland Territorial Areas District)

has come into result.
To be continued in the next bulletin.....................
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Tribal : Development and Constraints

Sri Ganesh Chandra Kakati**
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jhum field, they need to cut tree clear forests which is very dangerous from the
ecological point of view. That is also one of the reasons for decrease of forest cover in
Assam. Needless to mention that forest is the life of tribal people. Tribal people and
forest have a symbiotic relationship.

The state covers 78483 sq.km.. areas out of which. Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)
areas are 10991 sq.km. There are 524 nos of forest villages with a total population of
1,60,179 out of which 20,694 nos, are Scheduled Tribe families. There are 26 sectors
under TSP in Assam. There is also provision for Special Central Assistance under
TSP. There is Advisory Council for ST (P) people headed by the Hon’ble Minister of
Welfare of Plain Tribes & Backward Classes Department. The M.L.As and M.Ps.
belonging to ST (P) are the members of the Advisory Council. The Project Implementa-
tion Committees (PIC) is responsible for selection of beneficiaries at the project level.
There is a Monitoring and Coordination Cell under TSP for monitoring the implementa-
tion of schemes. The schemes under family oriented income generating schemes
(FOIGS) are being implemented under various departments. During 10" Five Year
Plan period (2002-2007) flow to TSP is 6.85 % i.e. Rs. 52,250.00 lakhs against State
General Area allocation of Rs. 78,68,243.00 lakhs. Since 2002-03 (under 10™ Five Year
Plan) to 2005-06 (up to September, 2005) an amount of Rs. 10,513.83 lakhs was
utilized under SCA to TSP against total allocation of Rs. 11,317.99 lacks. Under Article
275 (1) of the Constitution of India, an amount of Rs. 1646.87 lakhs was utilized against
the fund for Rs. 3735.00 lakhs released by GOI (up to September, 2005). The amount
for Draft Annual Plan 2006-07 under TSP is Rs. 9909.77 lakhs i.e. Rs. 5.36% State
total General Areas Allocation. Every department has been implementing schemes
under TSP for the welfare of the ST (P) people of Assam.

Long back our first Prime Minister Late, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had said that
the tribal should be governed by themselves. With this view the Govt. of Assam had
taken up some bold steps by creating Autonomous Councils for various ethnic groups
of Assam, namely Bodo Kachari, Mising, Rabha, Tiwa, Deori, Sonowal Kachari &
Thengal Kachari communities. Moreover, originally two Hill Districts namely, Karbi
Anglong district and North Cachar Hills district were covered under Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution of India. Sixth Schedule was also amended and extended to Bodo
Land Territorial Area District (BTAD) under Bodo Land Territorial Council (BTC). Thus
the Govt of Assam has adopted for self-government and self-rule by the tribal people
themselves. That is what Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had conceived long back.

The Central Govt. has already granted Rs. 500.00 crores as a special package
to Bodo Land Territorial Council (BTC). The State Govt. have also moved the Cent.ral
Govt. for granting another Special Development Package for the BTC Areas by allotting
Rs. 200,00 Crores annually for next five years amounting to Rs. 1000.00 crores.
Similarly Special Development Packages for other Autonomous Councils will be
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implementation and evaluation of the tribal development schemes.
Budgeting and sanctioning of schemes is a major constraint which try to
materialize at the fag end of the financial year. Because of that benefit do not
percolate to the tribal people. Therefore, such constraint should be removed
through effective planning.
Positive attitude of the officers and staff responsible for budgeting, preparing
proposals, sanctioning of schemes/proposals and finally implementing the
schemes in field is very important. Movement of the files should be strictly
monitored and there should not be unnecessarily delay in sanctioning of
proposals. Guilty officers/staff should be booked immediately.
Lack of awareness among the tribals about the developmental plans and
programmes is also a major constraint for tribal development. NGOs can play a
major role in this regard. They can make the tribal aware of the policies and
programmes undertaken by the govt. for their development. NGOs can also help
the govt. departments in assessing the impact of the policies and programmes
and suggest measures for better implementation of the programmes.
Tribal unemployed youths should be trained on various income-generating
schemes for their self-employment. They should be encouraged in every way to
earn for themselves and their families. There is also lack of tribal entrepreneurship
among the tribal people. Proper environment should be created and tribal should
be encouraged to take up small-scale industries based on locally available raw
materials. 1
Tribal should be encouraged to form Self Help Group (SHG) in the field of fishery,
poultry, duckery, piggery etc. so that they can earn enough for their families.
Family Oriented Income Generating schemes (FOIGS), poverty alleviation
programme etc. should be designed in such a way that the benefited families can
create permanent assets, which in turn generate sufficient monetary income.
Tribal Research Institute (TRI) may be engaged to evaluate the schemes/ projects
implemented by various departments to find the merits & demerits of the
schemes/projects.
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THE TEA AND EX-TEA GARDEN TRIBES OF
ASSAM - A PROFILE.

Kk
Origin of tea in Assam : Dr. G. C. Sharma Thakur
B, 8 oocedin Assam inthe year 1823, A Singpho Chief (Gam) informed

Robert Bruce, a British Officer who visited Gargaon (present Sivsagar) before annexation

of Assam to the East India Company in 1826, aboyt the existence of tea plants in the
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unskilled manpower known as ‘Coolies’. It may be noted that the rural Assamese folk
did not like to perform the duties of labourers as they had enough landed properties and
they considered the job of tea garden labourer below their dignity. Large section of the
villagers were addicted to opium. The Kacharis, however, were hard working people
and the Dafadars (brokers or middlemen) could procure some Kacharis for the service.
In course of time the Kachari labourers put pressure on the companies to increase
their salary and they made preparation for strike. The Company officials tried to engage
the Nagas but soon they (the Nagas) left the job as they felt the labourers job under
supervisor as derogatory. As a result the tea business became a losing proposition.
The Companies then brought Chinese labourers and they too proved to be unsuitable
as they began to demand more wages and other benefits. Besides they did not obey
the orders of the company oficials. At last finding no alternative, the company decided
to bring labourers from outside Assam and agents were deputed to Bengal for that
urpose.

P I-pProcurement of tea labourers from outside Assam : The Assam Company
started an office at Rangpur in 1852 and for the first time 329 labourers were brought to
Bausara and Mirwa tea estates of Cachar district. Again in 1859 another 400 labourers
were engaged in the tea estates of Cachar district. Most of these labourers were brought
from Chotonagpur, Ghajipur and Banaras.

The company agents appointed contractors for collecting labourers who in turn
engaged Sardars on commission basis. At that time famine like situation engulfed the
tribal areas of Chotonagpur, Singbhum, Ranchi, Telengana etc. and the helpless tribal
people could easily be influenced by the Sardars to come to Assam. These labourers
were given shelter in the tea gardens and they were paid very negligible wages. They
could not come out from the gardens and outsiders were not allowed to visit their lines.
(habitations of the labourers were and still are called lines). The tea garden managers
were considered as their friend, philosopher and guide. The managers very often
oppressed them. Dr. Amalendu Guha in his famous book ‘Planters’ ‘Raj to Swaraj’ has
described about the pitiable condition of the tea labourers. The poor labourers expressed
their plight in his folksong:

Chardar Bale Kaam Kaam
Babu Bale Dhare Aan,
Chahab Bale Nibo Pithir Chaam.
(The Sardars want only duty to be performed at any cost. The Babu and the Managers
want to inflict punishment at the slightest pretext).

The company procured the labourers along with their families. This helped themin
two ways. First the labourers will not run away and secondly the children would also be
engaged as tea labourers at nominal wages. The Sardars arranged marriages between
unknown boys and girls and entered their names in the company register as husband
and wife. This was called ‘Depo Sadi’ (Depot marriages). The then Chief Commissioner
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of Assam Ramfield Fuller had described the miserable condition of the labourers as

The labourers were engaged for 9/10 hours every day. The children were also
employed at nomial wages. The tea garden ‘Babus’ and Managers did not hesitate to
physically injure the labourers for petty offences. In short the tea workers in those days
were bonded labourers and they were compelled to live in a world dictated by the
management.

Passing of Workers’ Compensation Act 1923 and Indian Trade Union Act,
1926 and Birth of INTUC and Assam Chah Majdoor Sangha, 1958 and Minimum
Wages Act, 1948 : The Plantation Labour Act of 1951 provided some relief to the
labourers. Before this Act, no outsider could enter a tea garden without permission but
this Act removed this handicap. In course of time due to persistent demand of the
labourers the Government passed the Workers’ Compensatin Act 1923 and the Indian
Trade Union Act 1926, but the condition of the labourers remained the same as the
management maintained an uncooperative attitude. For the first time a Trade Union
was constituted in Cachar district in 1939 (The Sylhet Cachar Chah Sramik Union).
The first session of the Premiere Trade Union INTUC (Indian National Trade Union
Congress) was held at Dibrugarh in 1943. To safeguard the interests of the tea labourers
the Assam Chah Majdoor Sangha was formed on 9" August 1958. The Assam Tea

Employees Welfare Board had undertaken various welfare measures for the tea
labourers. The Board took bold steps to provide various facilities to the students belonging
to the tea tribal communities. The Minimum Wages Act of 1948 and the Assam Tea
Plantation Provident Fund Scheme of 1955 went a long way to ameliorate the pitiable
condition of the tea workers in Assam. The Plantation Labour Act of 1951 provides
benefits to the real tea workers only and the same act does not have welfare measures
for the ex-tea garden labourers.

Recent Govenmental measures : In order to cater to the meeds of the ex-tea
garden labourers, Governement of Assam have created a Directorate of Tea and Ex
Tea Garden Tribes in 1982. There are various socio-cultural organizations to look after
the welfare of tea and ex tea garden labourers such as Assam Tea Tribes Students
Union, Assam Tea and Ex Tea Garden Tribal Youth Association, North Assam Tea Tribes
Cultural Development Centre, Assam Adivasi Council, etc.

Demands of Tea and Ex Tea Garden labourers : The All Assam Tea Tribes
Students Union has submitted a 20 point demand to the Chief Minister of Assam for
redressal of multifarious grievances. The memorandum includes demand for
provincialisation of the tea garden L. P. schools, appointment of L. P, school teachers in
the tea garden schools from the educated unemployed youths oftea and ex tea garden
tribes, opening of pre primary schools in each tea estates and ex tea garden labourer
concentrated areas, training of educated tea and ex tea garden tribal women on priority
basis, starting of adult education centres in tea and ex tea garden labourer inhabited
areas, declaring all the tea and ex tea garden tribal groy ps as scheduled tribes,
establishment of hostels for tea and ex tea garden tribal students in all the sub divisional
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traits of each of the tribes are, by and large, intact. Thus the culture of the tea and ex tea
garden tribes is considerably influenced by the Assamese culture. The Dravidian, Austric
and Mongoloid traits have been assimilated into a mixed pattern known as tea cultural
pattemn.

They are largely animistic. Superstitions beliefs and belief in different benevolent
and malevolent deities and spirits are characteristic features of their religious belief
system. They perform Karam Puja, Tusu Puja a Paus Parab, Kalipuja or Sahrai Parab,
Gram Puja, Phakua Parab, Phaspunimar Puja, Barpahari Puja, Bir Puja, Sarul Puja,
Kural Bagdei Puja, Satyanarayan Puja, Trinath Mela, Lakshmi Puja, Janmastami, Siva
Ratri, Sarak Puja, efc.

The people do not have a written language but the spoken language ‘Sadani’ and
‘Tharta' is prevalent in the society. They speak a language mixing Assamese Bengali
and their local dialects.

The tea tribes have colourful dances and songs tuned with ‘Madal’, ‘Muruli’, Drum,
Nagra, Dafla, Sahni, Madanveri and Jhanj. Among their dances the Jhumur, Tusu, Kathi,
Danda, Damkas, Natua, Jhanda dances are popular and these are performed in various
socio-religious occasions.

In respect of marriage, the tea tribes are exogamous. Normally-the would be groom’s
parents formally offer proposal to the would be bride’s parents which is called ‘Jalghati’
or ‘Ghoti Pani’. The would be groom’s party spends the night at the would be bride's
house which is called ‘Rait Ghuma’. Before the day of marriage a few relatives of the
groom bring lagan consisting of turmeric mixed rice, pieces of turmeric, Bel’ leaves
and ‘Dubari’ saplings to the would be bride’s house. The party stays at the bride’s
house for 3, 5 or 7 days. Marriage is solemnized at the bride’s house and a priest
belonging to the community conducts the proceedings. ‘Sindurdan’ (offering of vermilion)
is performed when the groom places vermilion on the forehead of the bride in presence
of the elderly relatives. Formerly marriage proceedings continued for 2 days butnow a

days the same is performed within a day: It is customary for the bride to stay a few
nights at her parents house and after that she is taken by the groom to her in law’s
house. It may be mentioned that large numbers of tea tribes have different customs,
beliefs and practices, marriage, religious beliefs etc. and the above description does
not cover the detailed socio-cultural life of all the constituent tea tribes.
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DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS THREAT TO
TRIBAL LIVELIHOOD - CASE STUDY
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1995, 42% are tribals (Fernandes and Asif 1997: 112) while the State has a tribal
population of 22.1% (Registrar General and Census Commissioner 2001: Census CD).
In Andhra Pradesh 30.19% of the total DP/PAP are tribals (Fernandes et al 2001: 85)
while their proportion in the State is 6.6% (Registrar General and Census Commissioner
2001: Census CD). The situation is worse in the Northeast. In Asom out of 19,09,368
lakh DP/PAP 50% are tribals (Fernandes and Bharali 2006: 108) while the State has a
tribal population of 12.4% only (Registrar General and Census Commissioner 2001:
Census CD).

Besides, Official sources underestimate the actual data mainly because they
exclude the CPR dependants, most of them tribals. Its main reason is that the Land
Acquisition Act 1894 (LAQ) recognizes only those individual land ownership deeds
(patta). Land without an individual patta is State property. Besides, the State alone has
the right to decide a public purpose and deprive even individual owners of their assets.
This State power is overriding (Ramanathan 1999: 19-20). Most of the land used for
such development projects is CPRs. Most of those who depend on CPRs do not have
any official documents to show their ownership over the land they processed and
accordingly deprived of their land.

Those deprived of their CPRs are a substantial proportion among the DP/PAP in
Assam. Our study on ‘Development-Induced Displacement and Deprivation in Assam
1947-2000: A quantitative and Qualitative Study of its Extent and Nature’ shows that
official sources give us a total of only 4.5 lakhs DP/PAP in Asom while we came to a
total of more than 19 lakhs from 14 lakhs acres of land. Out of 14 lakhs acres of land
more than 10 lakhs are CPRs. Assam government recognizes only that it has acquired
3.8 acres of private land from 4.5 lakhs persons. The remaining 14.5 lakhs persons
deprived of more than 10 lakhs acres are CPRs dependents, mainly tribals. Much of
the acquisition of the CPRs is for unproductive purposes such as building for the
administration and the security forces. Out of the total dependents of the 14 lakh acres
of land, only the dependents of 3.8 lakh acres have got some monetary compensation.

These are those who have patta or land deeds. The CPRs dependents have not got
any compensation. Besides, the monetary compensation given was very inadequate
to begin life anew. Besides, out of 3,000 projects only 10 have got rehabilitation
(Fernandes and Bharali 2006). :

It results in impoverishment and marginalisation. Land is the center of tribal life.
When it is lost both its owner and its other dependents lose their economic support,
socio-cultural relations, food, work and income. In our study we have interviewed 726
DP/PAP, 25% of them are tribals. We have found that the access to work has decreased
from 77.27% before displacement or deprivation to 56.41% after it. It has decreased

_mostly among the tribals since most of them depend on CPRs and once it is taken
away from them the access to work become less. Before displacement and deprivation
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pattas but another 5,500 to 7,500 CPR dependent families were not counted (Bhaumick
2006:62). Much of the land acquired is in regions whose tradition is community ownership
without the Sixth Schedule or recognition of their customary law. For example, the
2,000 MW Lower Subansiri Dam in Arunachal Pradesh will acquire mostly CPRs (Menon
2003). Also Tipaimukh will acquire the CPRs of the Zeliangrong Naga, Hmar and Kuki
tribals. Of its submergence area of 308.60 sq. km, 209.79 is forests, 11.95 sq. km is
village land, 61.6 sq. km horticulture and 25.25 sq. kmis agricultural land (Rounglevausuo
Dams Update 2004). It is also because of the propensity to acquire more CPRs than in
the pastin the Northeast as well as in the rest of India.

This trend will get worse in the future. Based on the declaration of former Prime
Minister Mr. A. B. Vajpayee that the Northeast should become the ‘Powerhouse’ of India,
156 massive dams are being planned in the region. On 14™ March 2002 the then Minister
for Power explained the sanction granted to 13 of them and the fact that 35 others were
under active consideration by stating that the Northeast has 58,971 MW of hydel potential
or 38% of India’s total (The Assam Tribune, 15" March 2002). More than 140 of the 156
dams are ranked as A and B or of high viability. Besides over 900 mini and micro hydel
projects have been identified (Menon et al 2003). Tipaimukh dam will displace around
15,000 tribals (Pamei 2001) and those to be built in Arunachal Pradesh will displace
over 20,0000 of them from their CPRs (Hussain 2002: 294-295). Thus, the development
projects will displace a large number of people, especially tribals and will add to the
thousands who have already been deprived in the region of their livelihood by development
projevts, political and ethnic conflicts and natural and human made disasters.

Tribal Livelihood and Displacement :

The tribal communities from whom this land is alienated are thus deprived of all
their livelihood because most of them live in a natural resource based informal economy
that depends on the one hand on agriculture, both settled and jhum and on the other on
the non-timber forest (NTFP) such as medicinal herbs, edible flowers, leaves and fruits.
They also get their small timber and firewood from the forest. Hence development is
bound to affect their agricultural and forest land which is the primary source of their
livelihcod. The development process pushes them from an informal to a formal economy
that is new to them without any preparation. They had depended on agricultural land
and forests, both of which they lose to the project. When they receive compensation it
is monetary with which most communities living in the informal economy are not familiar.
As mentioned above in most cases the CPRs are not compensated.

As explained above most DP/PAP in the Northeast as well as in the rest of India
have not been resettled. Those who are resettled on land have not got the quality of
land they had earlier. Our study in Assam shows that the rehabilitation is extremely
weak. Most projects have stopped at monetary compensation for patta land and fewer
than 10 out of more than 3,000 projects have resettled their DPs. Most have not been

%
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People’s Livelihood before Displacement
The main livelihood of the people to be affected by the dam is natural resource-

based, agriculture on the one hand and CPRs on the other. The tribals in particular are
CPR dependants and are skilled agriculturists. They use traditional ways of irrigation
from the hill streams. Some records show that they pay a water cess to the Bhutan
officials, mostly in kind for drawing water from the streams (Roy 1995:20). Their
cultivation is traditional and they believe that use of any manure except cowdung and
burnt weeds can destroy the fertility of their land. They also do multiple cropping and
use many traditional methods to improve land fertility (Brahma 1992: 45-48). So most
of them are self-sufficient in agriculture and collect their other necessities from the
CPRs. They continue to depend on agriculture with minor deviation. Some of them also
have non-agricultural alternatives.

Another source of livelihood is animal husbandry. They have a natural propensity
to rear animals like pigs, goats, cows etc. During our field visit we saw that every family
has cows and bullocks. The latter are used for ploughing. Fishing is another source of
income, mainly practised by women who get much of their sustenance from the river.
They go to the local hats (markets) to sell their homegrown vegetables and other produce
(Sen Choudhuri 2004: 37). They also collect food and medicines from the forest.
Weaving is another occupation and according to T. C. Sharma (1983: 57) the Boros
introduced the art of rearing silkworm and spinning and weaving silk clothes in Asom.
Apart from the income they get from them, these occupations also give women some
economic autonomy and a fairly high social status.

What after Displacement :
Thatis why the people feel that the dam will threaten their livelihood and socio-

political practices that are integrated and deep-rooted in their ancestral lands. As
mentioned above, it will uproot about 1,05,000 people in 38 villages, 90 percent of them
tribals but its beneficiaries are mostly non-tribals on the southem bank of Pagladia. The
dam will permanently damage 34,000 hectares of fertile agricultural land that is their
primary sustenance. The land they have been promised in return is sandy and infertile.
After our visit we realized that what they about the land to be given as compensation not
being fertile is true.

Besides, a model village has been constructed to resettle the potential DPs in a
vaillage in the same district. But it is under the occupation of the 1947 East Pakistan
Refugees and others who came later. So resettling them on that plotis a recipe fora
major conflict. Besides, they consider the so called model village of a single house unfit
for tribal lifestyle. Its limited space will not permit them to rear animals that is a primary
source of theirincome. Weaving is one of their major occupations but the model house
mMakes no provision for hand looms. The dam will also deprive them of the river which
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shows this reality. They also create division instead of enhancing unity. Hence it is
difficult to call it genuine development. It is, therefore, essential to search for non-

displacing and least displacing alternatives.
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9, equivalent to the Indian counterpart ‘Sarasw&

‘Sero’ of the Karbis which is plaited in cane in the shape of kettle. It serves as a wine
decanter. Again the bold and beautiful motifs in the textiles reflect their artistic pursuits
and self sufficiency. Mention may be made about the ‘RIKHAUSA', ‘RIJAMPHA’ etc. of
the Dimasa Kacharis, RIBI GOSENG of the Miris, DAUKHNA, PHASNA, JYME KHANGRA
of the Bodos and the like, which are displayed in the gallery. Last year, a separate
section has been maintained for exhibiting rare and exquisite ethnic jewellery of the
North-East. Most of the ornaments are made of silver. Some are silver jewellery combined
with wild beads, glass, resins, feathers etc. These rare ethnic jewellery are on the
verge of getting lost. Different types of armlets and anklets find place in the show cases,
Mention may be made of the beautiful “Nothengpi”, a silver ear stud of the Karbis. It is
the Karbi version of the Assamese thuria’. When one sees the workmanship of
‘Chandrawal’ the Dimasa silver necklace, one can understand the glorious heritage of
that ethnic group. Necklaces made of ‘Poal moni, coins, tiger tooth, amber, local rubies
and the like are also on display. In that very year, the Directorate had endeavoured to
portray the life and culture of some indigenous tribes of Assam in the museum gallery.
In order to implement the same, 3
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ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF SCHEDULED TRIBES
THROUGH SELF-HELP GROUP - A CASE STUDY

. Fdk
Introduction - Ms. Namita Dev

N Accqrdmg to National Sample Survey Data, the poverty in India in absolute terms
Is Increasing, even though itis coming down percentage wise, in spite of the continuous
gfforts on the poverty alleviation programmes by the Banks and the successive
cf)\;/eerrtnyr':xhents. ﬁﬂer_54 years of economic planning and government efforts to eradicate
:i)vin belo;\?tl:w% various poverty alleviation programmes 37.3% of population are still
1998) With 2 Vier‘):;/:ﬂy Ilge ofwhich as 74.2% live in the rural areas (Shanmugam, E.,
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Objectives of the Study : The proposed study entails the following objectives :
1) To analyse the economic impact of SHGs on the tribal people particularly in
Demoria Block.

2) To ascertain the role of SHG in promoting income generating activities.

3) To ascertain the role of the SHG programmes in promoting saving habits of

the tribal people.

4) To ascertain the role of SHG in poverty alleviation.

Rationale of the Study :

Demoria Tribal Development Block has been purposely selected for our study on
account of dominance of tribal people in the block. Itis the only block which is in the
vicinity of Guwahati city and is having the highest number of scheduled tribes among
all the Tribal Development of plain districts of Assam. Hence a study on this block is
expected to throw some light on the impact of micro-finance through self-help groups
on the plains tribal community in the state of Assam.

Methodology of the Study :
Due to time and budgetary constraints, only five SHGs from Demoria Block were

selected for our study. After selecting the SHGs from the interior villages inhabited by
S.T. community, a field survey was conducted to collect the required information from
the groups. The survey was conducted during August-September’05 for collection of
Primary data. Well structured schedules were used and data were collected by taking
personal interview with the respondents.

The data so collected have been processed, tabulated and analysed with the help
of simple statistical tools and techniques and conclusions have been drawn therefrom.

A brief profile of the SHGs selected for the study is high lighted in the following
table (Table - 1).

Table - 1
Profile of the sample people SHGs in Demoria Block
Sl. | Nameof Date of No. of Caste of Educational Marital
No. | SHG. forma members members qualifica Status
tion tion
1. Rukmini 12501 14 Karbi P-5, HSLC-I, CM-1, NM-4
SHG . - Ihi-8 W-8,S-1
2, Latabani 9-10-01 1 Karbi P-6, HSLC-2 M2,
SHG -2
3 Swarni 1302 11 Karbi M9, lil-2 W-5,5-6
Jyoti
SHG
4, Tetelia 10-6-02 10 Karbi HSLC-2, M-8 NM-2, W-7
SHG §1
5. Oineng 81202 10 Karbi HS-1, P-2, NM-1, W-8
Chekasi -7 (X
| | bari SHG




%

Note: P =Primary, HSLC = High Level, H. S. = Higher Secondary, Level, M = Middle

level upto Class - X, Il = lliterate Marital Status - = ied, NM
N A N%vertr?arrie d, W= Widow, S = saperated s : CM = Currently married,
is evident from Table - I, that most of the members i
- A ' of the sample units are
!::!:era:e, ;v:;dow and separated. Out of the total 55 members, 19 membe‘z)rs are found
nilterate, 53 are widows, 11 are separated. Thus it appears that SHGs are becoming

popular even among the illiterate
fight against their poverty. p eople. They have come forward to form SHGs to

Table - 2
SI. | Name of ' —
ol eo SHG ::zvm% S?urces Date of | Amountof | Amount | Amountto
ofLoan | Received | Loan repaid be repaid
Received | (Rs.) (Rs) =
1. | Rukmini SHG Poultry ) -
1 10-4-200 . . -
Khanapur 3 | 1,00,000- | 40,000 | 60,000/
2 | LataberiSHE | Weaing | 53, ¢ | gg, o |
) iy 0 2 -
Khanapur 03 | 1,00,000/- | 30,000/ 70,000/
3. | Swamajyoti Kniing | g —_ |
: BI
SGH | Knanzpur 22-3-2004 1,00,000- | 45,000- 55,000/
4. | TeteliaSHG Weaving | sgy [ — |
vy 15904 [ 1,00000- | 25000~ | 75000
anapur o ' '
5. Oineng_ Weaving | sgy — |
Chakani SHG == 21204 | 100000~ | 30000- | 70.000-
———
F fi Source : Field SurV 4
rom our field survey it js
. obsery e
contributed from members ed that the sources of funds of the SHGS 2"

) . . »grants, AV et
internal tending. Itis also foyng that :Illltzsldy’ Institutional loan and interest receive

Animal husbandry and textile gn, © Sample units (SHGs) are engagedin weavingd

. erpri . |
received a fund of Rs. 1 lakh egc Prisewhichis highly income generating. All the SHCS |

h
the SBI, Khanapur Branch anq 5 t:"'om e SIRD, butthe fund is channalised th™“9

; o Otho ; )
construction of bUl'dll:]g, purchasinguzfnd IS received as subsidy which was sge

enterprise. The prior income ang faw materials buying i ning
; - . inputs for run :
furnished by the members are embz?j‘i’é':'q estimated on tr?e gasiz of the inform?2 fon

Table - 3
Savings and Incomes of the SHGs in Demoria Block
Sl Name of SHG Prior PostIncome " Prior Post Saving
No. Income of ofthe saving of ofthe
the members member (Rs.) the members (Rs.)
(Rs.) member
(Rs.)
1. Rukmini SHG 2,360/- 18,000/ 1,230/ 14,560/
2. LatabariSHG 6,520/- 24,000 990/- 5,400/-
3. Swamajyoti 12,270/ 36,000/- 1,320/- 8,140/
4, TeteliaSHG 4,300/- 16,200/- 120- 3,200/
5. Qineng 11,750)- 38,400/ 310/ 2,400
Che kanibari
SHG
Toidl . 37,200- 1,32,600/- 4,570/ 33,700/-

dfrom

ntfor

] . Source : Field Survey

So, itreveals from Table - 3 that the income generated by the SHGs was highly
impressive. The yearly post income by Rukmini SHG, Latabari SHG, Swarajyoti SHG,
Tetelia SHG and Oineng Chekanibari SHG, were reported to be Rs. 18,000, Rs. 24,000/
-, Rs. 36,000/-, Rs. 16,200/- Rs. 38,400, respectively. The effectiveness of the SHGs
which are organised and run by poor and illiterate people is highly praise worthy. Within
a short span of the members of the SHGs have beeh able to generate income. On the
otherhand, prior to joining of their SHG, the income and savings of the people were low.

- But after joining their SHG, they could generate more income and savings which was

highly praise-worthy.
The statistical test known as ‘Paired t-test*can be applied to test if there is any

significant difference between prior average income and post average income and prior
average saving and post average saving of the selected SHGs. The lefttailed paired t

test reveals that there is significant increase in both income and saving of the SHGs
formed by the plains tribal people over their income and savings prior to their joining the
various SHGs. .

Itis not an easy task to estimate the income and savings of the members prior to
joining various SHGs. While some members were engaged in some other economic
activities, some members were not associated with any economic activity. Estimation
of prior income and savings of each and every person of such group is not possible.
However, we tried our best to obtain data in respect of prior income and saving of the
members of the selected SHGs. ltis to be mentioned that while post income and saving
of OW SHG refer to the income and saving of the SHGs, the prior income and saving of
a SHG imply the sum of income and saving of the members constituting the SHG
where the income and saving of many members are reported to be nil.

Repayment performance of the group studied was also found satisfactory. Default
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THE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF THE MISINGS

—S. S. Pegu**
iai ity wi io-cultural traits of their own are inhabitants
The MlSlng§ tasc tas ?r?‘r};r::r"'&tgsv‘a'g‘_s:acﬁely Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, 'Sonltpl;)r, %a;rjgg
o;at:: %%Tlrogzklzfrl(he Brhmaputra and GolaghataJ_ortl:]at,vsall\ll:;:?:gsDé?Eg:{S,ia r?g ond
° e settled in the
Lo the 'Soqtherrflzfunrlr(\éﬁriz‘lNP?;iih:sT Sgydering Assam. However, they are l;nooc\:riv:t as Yé:ar;
important it ous community forming part of the larger Assarnesel. A t)rl{em
prporiant |nd|g§n thnic background and socio-cultural trac.ilt.lons - peculiar : ativé
oot thl?tli:-:z facing the people of Assam affect the Mlsmgsl;N_l;hf_mor eneg
ﬁﬁgggtm ll_ceﬁas look into some of them in the following few lines in brief.
. _Cr): Cli\J/l'?::‘Q): ;re agriculturists - cultivation being their primary eccupation. However,
ising o ltivators suffer from the followmq shprt-comlngs. he cultivable land under
Mising cu fthem donot possess periodic patta (PP) fo_rt ecu i
i @ Manyocr)‘ for ages. This weakness - coming from tqklng things for grande 22
i) possess'lness about the value attached to PP land in law - has. r.narm’[ed.ﬁmr n){
vl awares in claiming compensations from the concerned authorities a l\;l .ei e !
Mls!ng fam:i(-:‘IE)cations of the Misings. Examples - as a riparian tribe - gqanr'\'t,h lsagg >
\F/)vzrrlg g?f:c?ted by devastating floods and erosions - [t)?ertég?\lta;lgaagsug?ngiz rmcg:s e
. iri Os ! * _ege
of the.Sub.ansrl]rl a(?dhtihz arggmgfﬁﬁgémans fqllowing the land acqunsntlt?‘n fodr
experiencing far EN ap bridge from Bogibeel near Dibrugarh town on the fqu ?an,
construction o ra;th bgnk of the Brahmaputra. Apart from compensation ¢ aims, o
iy o tqualities. Farmers owning PP land have the right to create equitable
and has other asse qxaa e with the objective of availing credits from banlgs.or other
o ooy mgvgngl'ea Board, for example, reportedly extends subsidies/other
Iendm?tlsntsct)ltsurtllnc:arlll& tea-growers who are developing their green-leaf gardens on PP
suppo -
land only. ivation is limited to a certain variety of crops - such as paddy,
(b) Produce fromlCulitlvilt:;nelti.h'?ni::)ic:;:l the latter two are cash crops and supportjve
mustar@ . irgments of farmers, commercial approach to enlarge cultivation
ety s req: is lacking. Most cultivators are ata subsistence level. Moreover,
oeam bettgr m.conifls becoming scarce as the years progress into scores of dt_ecaqes.
lAagg fg rtg l’:flwtilg attrllzr}anners are still sticking to age-old traditional method of cultivation -
M ; i ina hi uctivity. .
vihieh does not helpfmc]:z\r/%gg?ehlégtgcei Eg gjricultutr)é -are the al_liged ones such as piggery,
o e o'Ifi‘he Misings are quite acquainted with raising of pigs and chickens
pot#fry, ﬁsr:e?j%oertlfénd chickens in performing their traditional rituals/worships. Many
as they ne
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Mising house-wives earn handsome supportive income from the sales of pigs and
fowls raised by them. But this activity is carried on in a restricted scale having much
lower priority compared to cultivation. There is a case for closer look if some families
Eiﬁg;iferg'g?gi?&g;e inco_mfe of piggery, poultry etc. Marginal farmers - having a

onomic fo i ivati e it
pigaery, poulle e betterri ﬁgg?nlgg on cultivation may utilize the plot for raising
(ii) Other occupations:

(a) Trade & Commerce:
We have a very limited number of re

i ! ;
contracts either from the State Govt. Dept’tsg #ad confrators for execting various

i -orfrom reputed corporates. A small number
OL;Z@TCtrigﬁifa;r:bt'mf when E&D department of the State Govt. was executing
i an«ments after the 1950 earthquake. In recent years itis observed

that funds are gradually drying up for such
had to switch over to other sources of incoiwn;bgnkments R EnoR e Aontiaciers

The Mising youths - with their capabii
economic scenario in the country - nFt)eed ttgéo anal

;ﬁp;r?r? III;BSS:I%ac:?t”hkhi Dhemayi, Silapathar, Jonai - to name a few - from the point of

hinjdérir?g us i8I gae i ? ?USLnGSS being carried on in these centers. What s
s pital, lack of wi ; :

started to participate in these cenfers. < will and entrepreneurship? Of the few who

property to more enterprising non-locals. Are we enfi

and lack of protection? Are we not proneto : A
. . : : perceive comf ;
in public sector undertakings and hate to slog to eam an ﬁgggg?&sni;v#g; eg:\;:le%rr?segst

aifiorinanisecd L chaces E ) to-day - when the world around - including

lyse and knowledge of fast changing
Ppraise the situation prevailing in growth

this attitude with a conscious approach
self employment schemes.

(b) Household Industries :

With the help of domestic handloom traditio ! .
designs and arts to meet the requirements of dri]feflclahr{eurnstegcfg;‘sﬂi’gﬁ:nh%ic;licr)]th?] with various
damsels have been engaged in weaving since time immemorial In ’thegI otusewwes/
decades, sale of some items of women'’s garments, Gady (Mirijim), Ribi aaS couple of
Galok etc, has been going on through individual efforts. This has bécomegaseggt Mlbp
income for the needy ones by dint of their personal skill and labour though rE: glt[on.a]
sure of the appropriateness of earnings vis-a-vis labour and skill harnes?sed OAody IS
products in this category competitive in the market with similar products frc;mretour

sources? Is there a need to look into this aspect also to improve our products? her
more competitive in the market quality-wise and price-wise ? O be

A\ @
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(c) Small Scale Industries (SSI):
SS| units are rarely by Mising entrepreneurs individually. Number of rice-mills,

carpentry at a very low scale, small saw-mills etc. may be found at one’s finger tips.
Lack of infrastructure like market to sell, roads for quicker fransportation, electricity for
using sophisticated equipments and to work in day and night shifts, entrepreneurship
and managerial skill all combined together to create an environment of non-starting SS|
units of respectable level. We all know that SSI units are the ones which provide large
scope for employment.

It may not be correct to say that SSI unit s totally unknown to the Misings. The
Munkongselek Multipurpose Marketing and Processing Co-operative Society Ltd. was

- setupin 1951 at Munkongselek - (part of Jonai subdivision). We understand that this

co-operative had engaged itself selling some items of trading like yarn for weavers,
blankets, ‘dhuti’ etc. also though the mainstay of the Society was the Munkongselek
Saw Mill. It is reported that in its heydey, it used to enjoy the special attention of the
forest department in getting necessary logs as raw material for its saw mill and it had a
roaring business commercially and it could at the same time provide succour to many
families indirectly. Iltacquired a sizeable landed property in its possession.

Munkongselek saw mill is no more to-day. Combination of factors like poor
management, lack of coltective interest for larger benefits to more number of people for
which the Society was set up, denudation of local forest as a source of logs, siphoning
of funds generated etc. might have contributed to the decline. It is gathered that
development activities are stagnant today and whatever little income is earned from
some rented houses, rented (out) rice mill, a fishery pond etc. is consumed by the
present office bearers in meeting their T .A. bills, salaries to a couple of employees.
Share-holders of the Society have passed into oblivion. Vast plots of land once acquired
by the Society have now dwindled reportedly to around one acre only. Any hope of
revival of the unit? Let the Mising youths have a relook into it. What alternatives could
have been attempted/achieved by utilizing the huge landed assets to-day - had it not .
been so easily frittered away?.
(iii) Other Sources of Income: :

We donot find today any important site in the Mising inhabited areas to be developed

" gs atourist center to generate indirect economic activities in and around such a center.

Forests - once a source of livelihood for many people - are now dwindling and
whatever remains, is becoming quite inadequate vis-a-vis the past base of support.
Do we have valuable natural resources like minerals in the areas we live? Even

"the couple of tea gardens in and around us are far away from us economically though

they exist geographically with us. . . _ .
Socio-Economy of the Misings uptil now is predon_nnantly hljked to agriculture. As
indicated in the foregoing paragraphs, cultivable land is becoming scarce and limited
from the point of economics of productive cultivation with the ever increasing population
as well as the ill effects of floods and erosions in respect of the riparian Misings in
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particular. As an alternative to cultivation and other activiti ' i

of our youths could have already taken up activities whicf;tlggna;[;:%ti?)sc?rrrll{;u-ltggizi?gz
of livelinood - such as setting up garages for repairing vehicles, rendering transoort
services, managing small tea stalls/restaurants etc. Last few ye,ars a few i%ldi enFc)au
Assamese youths with educational qualifications ranging from matriculation to ?adu at:
level have taken up a number of self-employment services including iob of g barb
Lastfew weeks - (Aug.Sept.2004) there were reports in newspapers at?éut Na r tﬁr'
setting up sal_on at Kohima - setting a new trend in the north-east for providi gz_sf/fou St
types of services - never dreamt of a few decades ago. The Misir? Itnhg hl ere’?
change their outlook about services as source of income other thag goq Slt' ZVe 3
govt. ernplpy_ment. We gil knqwtoday that scope of govt. employment isgr;wcl'J qu and
whatever limited vacancies arise lead to a ot of unhealthy competitions in\?ol'f/li?lg;lﬁzze

influences. Search for new avenues - ;
ifinciey €s - at least by a sizeable youths of the future is

Suggested Approach :

The following steps - some of which are a|
Mising villages are illustrative for makin
the villagers for an improved living.
Agriculture :

E a;lrmelrsdeng age;:l in cultivation have to ado
This will include use of more effective imple i :
protective management of the crops grogvnq?lleggsr;!gg;ggtzi?gs ?; CRELptiveolim-

. Our farmers have to look for newer varieties of crops insteac?ofce' "
with producing paddy, mustard seeds etc. only. Various cash cro Bt eoutl
in different parts of‘the country - including N.E. region. Oyr fa?S are becoming popular
them - have to be ‘progressive farmers’ to adopt imﬁroved vmgr? - least. SR
operations so that qtherfarmers can follow their examples |aterarleFles in their area of
have to get extension support from the block/district Agricultu?n'E Orth's. the fafmers
National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD) and State lnstituteef Xtension Officers.
(SIRD) Guwghatl also conduct training programmes forvarious ro Rural Deve[opment
Our progressive farmers can participate in some of the training ?ooups U benEﬁC-!aneS'
relevant to their area of operations. Informations about thpe g Tes ConS]d.e'.'ed
programmes can be collected through the local agriculture ofﬁCeSChedu'e of training
and at certain centers horticulture may also be promoted as additicclyr BPO:_S.e.”C”““re
' In order to augment.the cash earning, farmers having limited are?: ?CtNItleS.
motivated to upgrade their level of raising piggery/poultry - which the = Ak ore tobe
at a very low scale. Market has never been a problem for theseylpa”yo” traditionally
better and more hygienic management, higher turn over and in¢ vestocks and with
sure to accrue. Further, we allknow the import of eggs and fish Wome 5 e
from outside North-East for consumption in this part of the <P eies ofirupess

; cou i .
for our enterprising farmers to produce a percentage of the reghr??;;l;ﬁ?sop%mumty
andearna

ready in operation in and around the
g aconscious endeavour to change the lot of

ptinnovative methods of cultivation.

R

handsome income? We are not going into details, these are illustrative examples only.
Other Activities :

(i) Inrespectof household industries, there is a need to make the weavers aware
of the market demands, taste of buyers for certain designs and artistry in their products.
Our weavers will have to compete with the products of other ethnic groups of the N.E
region in the market.

(i) Let us assume that in response to motivation for improved agriculture and
activities allied to agriculture, our farmers are successful in plentiful production. s the
local market capable of handling all the produce? If not what is the support system
svailable so that the farmers donot suffer losses? These are points to be taken into
account and necessary infrastructures in the form of cold storage, agro-based
processing units etc. have to be in place to encourage the farming community. To
ensure proper price to growers, organised efforts should be made for transporting the
produce to bigger markets in time. That leads to the question of having good roads
passing through various centers of growth.

(iii) ls it possible to contribute to socio-economic upliftment of our community only
through employment in State/Central/Public sector undertakings? It may not - as the
source of income is just adequate for the employee’s needs with his family and some
savings for post retired life. Opaque sources of income of employees, if any, need not
be taken into account. Therefore, it is observed that it is developed stage of agriculture,
trade and commerce, good roads and transport, promotion of industrial units, proper
supply of electricity etc. are supportive of economic developmentin general. The state
of Kerela has thousands of its people in other parts of these country and in the Middle-
East - mainly selling their labour and skill. Funds flowing from these emigrants definitely
help to a large extent the economy of the state. Closer home, the people of Mizeram
are relatively more self-reliant than the rest of the N.E. Region. They value dignity of
labour and self-help.

(iv) Is there a scope for socio-cultural return or change? Expenses incurred in
performing Dadgang, Urom Apin, and Urom are so huge that the poor families cannot
afford to arrange the same easily and in time. Consumption of Apong -affects the family
finance. Let us try for a change through a collective wisdom so that our “work ethics’
improve perceptivly. We all know that after drinking ‘Apong’, consumers tend to be
drowsy and would like to relax. So it affects the level of efficiency of labour for longer
period. Hence, it is generally counter productive if consumed during the day time which

'should be devoted to productive use.

(v) Role of Self-Help-Group (SHG) is becoming an instrument of economic
upliftment - particularly of the poor. However, it is gathered that response for organizing
SHGs in the Mising villages is still lukewarm. This requires closer analysis by the local
leaders who have genuine concern for uplitment of the poor in their hearts. Itis relevant
to remind ourselves about the important role played by NGOs (Non-Govt.-
Organisations)in different aspects of societies at different places. How many NGOs
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are operating in Mising inhabited areas? Let us look into this aspect also.

(vi) Our country is a functioning democracy . We have various institutions like
‘Panchayati Raj’ at different levels including the villages we live in. Our people have to
participate actively to gain knowledge of managing the administration. Substantial fu nds
have been routed through different govt. agencies/deptts. Fund is not a problem - only
problem is translating fund into actualisation of the objectives to benefit the people. We
have been told that substantial amounts of funds are routed through the Mising
Autonomous Council. What is the impact of this MAC funds among the people in terms
of improvement of primary schools, village roads, drinking water, promotion of household
industries or any agriculture related activities?

(vii) Is literacy generally the basis for becoming a better citizen? Then let us starta
drive to eradicate illiteracy among the Misings, say by 2010. In Vision 2020, it is hoped
that India will be a developed country. Shall we not be proud participants of developed
India?

Conclusion:
From the above, we find that there are many obstacles io development. Some of

them - say social change / reform for a ‘work ethic’ oriented to ensure enhanced
efficiency of labour for more production, adoption of improved methods of cultivation,
organizing SHGs in the villages etc. can be overcome by the villagers with the help of
informed leaders of the villages. Necessary support from Extension Services of Block/
Agriculture Department can also be obtained. While emphasis is given on the conditions
supportive of economic developmentin general from a layman’s point of view, seeking
Gouvt. / Public Sector employment is not discouraged. Rather acquiring skill and
knowledge to compete for jobs / opportunities outside Govt./ PSUs is becoming the
order of the day. Our youths today have to be well equipped to occupy positions of
knowledge-based management / administration. While on the question of employment,
joining the Defence Forces - namely Indian Air Force, Armed Forces, Indian Navy -
should also be within the attractive considerations of our youth. A good number of
people fromany community in the Defence Forces definitely get attention of the nation
/ country. Moreover, the employees on retirement from the Defence establishments -
carry back with them a sense of discipline, commitment and performance of chosen
duties. This attitudinal orientation in respect of a good number of youths will definitely
create an impacton the Mising society of the future. Removal of obstacles and willingnes>
to adopt new and appropriate approach to adapt ourselves to new socio-economie
environments have to go on simultaneously.
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ON TRADITIONAL ATTIRE

PROBLEMS FACED BY RURAL YOUTH OF MATAK
COMMUNITY IN WINTER VEGETABLE
CULTIVATION PRACTICES

Prasanta Dutta**
Introduction :

Rural youth form a vital resource and it is a time of life full of potential and problem.
The youth are a potential source of labour and skill that can effectively be used in the
field of agriculture.

According to the United Nation people who are aged between 15 and 24 are referred
as “Youth'. The youth in India constitute 19% of the total population (United Nation, 2001)
and three quarters of these people live in rural areas (Naika & Siddaramaiah, 1990).
Rural youth form a vital human resource which needs to be explored and exposed
through forward looking approaches, innovations and clear vision perspectives for the
betterment and welfare of the society.

The progress and prosperity of an agricultural country like India largely depends
upon how effectively and efficiently the human resource potential of the rual youth is
developed and fruitfully utilized in forming activities. Unfortunately, in spite of the fact
that rural youth can play the key role in agricultural development both the person
responsible for formulating strategies, services and public policies for rural India have
often tended to neglect the productive role of youth. Thus, this young population is
faced with several problems when they take up their father’s occupation and get involved
in farming. Under the circumstances it was felt necessary to probe and identify the
problems faced by rural youths in forming so that the policy makers and development
organization can take appropriate step in solving their problems.

Methodology :

The study was conducted in Jorhat district of Assam that was selected purposively
as a large number of rural youth programme have been organized by the Directorate of
Extension Education of Assam Agricultural University since 1977. Two agricultural sub-
division, Jorhat and Titabor were selected from the district purposively based on the
same factors as mentioned above. Further, two AEO circles (one from each selected
sub division) were selected purposively. Patiagaon and Hukimara Villagers from Bahona
AEQ circle of Jorhat sub division and Haluwagaon and Gandhigaon of Baghchung AEO
circle under Titabor sub division were selected randomly as the final sample. Informations
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were collected with the help of a pre-tested and well structured interview schedule.
Problems faced by the rural youth respondents in winter vegetable cultivation practices
were measured with the help of a two point contineum scale i.e. ‘Yes' and ‘No’ with the
corresponding value of ‘1’ and ‘0’ respectively. Analysis was done by considering
frequency under ‘yes’ category and ranked in descending order.

Sample District ‘7 Jorhat Purposive
Sample sub division Jorhat Titabar Purposive
7 6
AEO AEO
Circle Circle
Sample AEO circle Bahona | Bagchung Purposive
~ Sample Village
l Patiagaon | Hukimara! Haluwagaon |Gandhigaon | Randiom
Number of 30 30 30 30
selected
respondents
Total 120

Results and Discussion

The problems refers to the difficulties or hindrances that comes in the way of
achievement of any goal or objectives.

The major areas of problems of rural youth in forming along with the scores and
their ranks are presented in Table No. 1. Singha (1996) had reported that the major
roblem of Assamese rural youth in Agriculture was economic followed by general,
social and psychological. There were 9 problems under this society of which geqera,l
roblems aré like “Iack of irrigation facilities’, lack of reliable sources of information »
lack of technical guidance from extension agencies’ were selected. Economic problems
like ‘1ack of sufficient cultivable land’, ‘high cost of fertilizers’ and plant protectlt_Jr‘;j
Chemicals, monetary problems, problems in marketing’ were selected. Psychologi¢

problem includes only ‘lack of proper knowledge in respect of cultivation'.

The findings presentedin Table No. 1 shows that the rural youth of the study ared
Jthe followind problems in winter vegetables cultivation practices.
face

S

Table -1
Distribution of the respondents according to the problems faced by respondents in
Winter Vegetable Cultivation practices:

(N=120)
Problem Frequency | Percentage Rank
i | Lack ofirrigation facilities 108 90.00 I
i | Lack of sufficient cultivable land 9% 80.00 |
iii | Lack of proper knowledge in
respect of cultivation 93 77.50 1

iv| Lack of reliable sources of
information 92 76.67 N

v | Lack of technical guidance

from extension agencies 90 78.00 vV
vi| Unavailability of inputin time 89 7417 M
viil High cost of fertilizers and plant

protection chemical 83 69.17 Vi J
vilj Monetary problem 80 66.67 Vil J
ix | Problems in marketing 53 2417 X J

The findings presented in above table reveals that lack of irrigation facilities (90.00)
percent was identified as the most serious problem followed by Lack of sufficient
cultivable land (80.00) percent. The other important problems perceived by the rural
youth arein descending order included ‘lack of proper knowledge, lack of reliable sources
of inftqrntrfatgbnh,}a;k Oftte]flrr:_ﬁal guidance from extension age’ncies unavailability of
input in time, Nigh costorie ilizer ; : ’
and problems il‘? marketing. and plant protection chemicals: mogeice preblem

The above findings clearly points out for the need of regular and timely extension
?Utpport and training in farm related activities specially suited to the requirement of the
Sup:;?a?igséa;o;.d farme.rs._ Exter\sion workers serving the rural areas should take
fivitios, The ﬂo\lnterest in involving and facilitating rural youth in all development
ThebHvate Dlaserszr:énem should ensure regularity of extension staff at the villages.
the responsibilities of eNGOS' should come forward effectively and efficiently to shoulder

xtension activities along with the governmentin this new era of
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privatization and liberalization. Inputs like fertilizer and plant protection chemicals should
be made available in time. Besides the government, the NGO and the corporate sector
should come out with innovative employment generation programme for the rural youth
so that these highly potential people are retained in their rural areas.

Conclusion:

The problems that are faced by today’s rural youth are many and varied. There is
a need for them to be fruitfully employed and to solve their economic, social, psychological
and other problems.

Thus, rural youth development programmes should be formulated and implemented
keeping in mind the need and requirement of the young farming community in the area.
Rural youth organization similar to H. M.Club in LISK, should be started in the villages of
India. Leadership development programme for rural youth should be initiated. Location
specific and need based training programme should be organized for the farm youth so
that this potential mass are motivated to remain in the rural areas. Extension workers
should take special care to solve the problems of this section of the society. Rural
youth if organized properly can perform more effectively and efficiently than any other
and it will lead to the prosperity of the entire rural community in general. Right initiative
by the government and concentrated extension efforts by all concerned can go a long
way in bringing confidence and satisfaction in the face of this young farming community.
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THE ROLE OF KARBI WOMEN IN THEIR ECONOMY

Ranima Saikia**
Introduction :

The Karbis formerly known as the Mikirs are traditionally a hill tribe. But for various
reasons they scattered also over to plain areas like Golaghat, Nowgong and Kamrup
districts and in small patches in Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh. The Karbis call
themselves as ‘Arleng’ meaning hill dwellers. However, previous workers also defined
the term ‘Arleng’ as simply man. In fact the word ‘Arleng’ is meant to be the man of
Karbi tribe only. Ethnically they belong to the Mongoloid racial stock and linguistically
they are included in the Tibeto-Burman branch of the Sino-Tibetan group. There exists
a classification of the Karbis based on their habitation. They broadly fall into three groups
manely, Chingthong, Ronghang and Amri.

The tribal women perform important roles in the socio-economic structure of their
society. It is the same with the Karbi women. They are physically short and have a
sturdy body with a pale yellow com plexion. Most of them wear traditional dresses, which
not only enhances their beauty but as well is a true representative of their exceptional
weaving skill. A number of studies have been conducted on tribes of India and also of
Assam, butwhat lack are studies on the women folk of this tribes. So the present study
is an attempt at bringing forth and analyzing the various facts, which substantiates the
role of Karbi women in their economy. This study is based on generalized observations
of their socio-economic systems.

A quick look at the Karbi society will give an impression that the Karbi women are
much better off than other tribal counter parts of India in terms of social status. The
Karbis are patrilocal and patrilineal. The piso-pangri i.e. the marriage is socially
recognized institution in Karbi society and consent from both the bride and groom’s
side is a must for marriage to take place. Two kinds of marriage set up are found
among Karbis (i) marriage without bride price (i) marriage with bride price. Once a girl
is married she belongs to her husbands family but after marriage she retains the same
title as of her own clan. Widow remarriage is widely prevalent. These simple social
rules are enough to establish that they enjoy a greater degree of social freedom and
are revered in their society. However a closer look reveals a life full of hardships for
these women folks, mostly their economic contributions to the family is unnoticed and
there is an urgent need to focus on this issue and help them to get their due recognition
and make them at par with other main stream counterparts.

A number of previous studies have proved it beyond doubt that the women of the
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tribes of Northeast work harder than their men folk. The Karbi women are equal partners
of their male counterparts in outdoor activities and are crucial to the growth of the local
economy. Das (2001) while describing the status of Karbi women in their society wrote
‘in every walk of life the females are the companies of males. Besides performing
household works and taking care of the children, the women work with the men folk in
clearing jhum fields, in collecting firewood from forest, in carrying out agricultural activities
and in purchasing essential commodities from the market”. In fact, the Karbi women do
all the activities in their society. They are silent performer behind the ‘din and bustle’ of
the society.

Agriculture :

Agriculture is the main occupation of the Karbi society and about 90 percent of the
population is absolutely dependent on agricultural economy. Karbis do jhum cultivation
in the hill slopes i. e. the slash and burn cultivation. The Karbi women are active
agriculturist. Most of the women perform more than 80 percent of the agriculture work.
Terang (1993:41) stated that in the Karbi society the women play an important role both
in home and in the field. He said, “Women are hard and arduous labourerin agriculture
in comparison with men. They do all household works early in the morning, prepare
food for the day and devote the rest of the work hours with heavy burden of jhum
cultivation thus contributing helping hand to the rural economy.”

The Karbi women assist the men folk in selection of seeds, land leveling, sowing,
inter-cultivation and harvest and post-harvest activities. Women exclusively perform
most of the post harvest activities. Saikia and Das (1998) reported that nearly 80 percent
of the women showed high level of involvement in selection of seeds and cleaning of
seeds. Further the study also showed that women were also highly involved in mixing
of seeds (84%), broadcasting (94.11%), dibbling (92.12%)), reaping of crops (98.04%),
making bundies (96%), carrying crops from field (70.6%), threshing of grains (77.45%),
winnowing (88.23%), storage of grains (67.65%), storage of grains for seed purpose
(79.41%), drying of grains (76.47%), de-husking (79.41%) and cleaning of grains

(76.470/0).

Besides paddy the Karbi women engage themselves in cultivaion of vegetables,
roots and tubers which are found in their areas like chilly, ginger, yam, turmeric, colocasia,

gingelly, papaya, pumpkin and many other vegetables. The vegetables, roots, and tubers
they grow to a greater extents supplement the requirements for domestic consumption.
Itis also seen that the surplus vegetables produced in their fields after consumption are
sold in the market. :
Livestock: _
As Karbis are agriculturist, livestock plays an important role in their economy. They
rear pig, goat and rerely cow. Pig are also reared for offering sacrifices for pujas and for

business purpose- Every Karbi women has her own Piggery and poultry, They managé
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all by themselves in traditional way. Most of these products are sold by them at home or
in the market and sometimes sold by their male counterpart on behalf of them.

The Karbi woman earns a lot of money by selling domestica_ted anlr_nals_ The
earnings are used to buy necessary household materials, for education of children and

rest are saved for future.
Weaving : _ : .

The Karbi women are expert weavers. There is not a single woman who is not
skilled in weaving. They have their own traditional loin loom. From the early age, they
start learning their traditional skill of weaving and become more expert with their age.
They protect their family from economic hardship by their sk.|II in the c:raft of weaving.
Terangpi (1977) described the old-age aspirations of the Karbi women ‘A ladung ladung
la neri mandung. Janpanthe dung dungte la nerindi mahum, P:rfhalf Pangreng Klung”.
Thatis ‘my daughter will grow, she will weave in the loom and she will produce cloth for
her brother’s and sister’s and for me’.

The weaving industry is mainly dependent on homegrown cottqn and on I_Eri. Eri
worm are reared by Karbi women and spin yarn out of cocoons. Besides weavmg for
men and women and household purpose they also produce clothes for marketing.
Karbi shawls are popular and now a days is gaining outside market. .

Apart from this major works, the business run by Karbi women for selling nce'beer
(horlang) is also note worthy. Though in the early times they qsed to makg the hquqr
only for family consumption, the scenario has changed drastically now. Rlce. beeris
now served in posh restaurants and is in taste with the general crowd. So this srr_lall
scale home production is gaining field and are produced on huge scale now andis a
maijor source of income for many households.

They are also seen collecting woods from forests and selling them in the marke_t,
which also generates income. But with the advent of cooking gas, market for woods is
dying down. Sk L : .

Besides doing all these activities within their traditional society, it has been seen
that a countable number of Karbi women are engaged in various official jobs. A Karbi
woman takes greater responsibilities in her domestic affairs. They rejoice in her
domination at home and here she reigns supreme.

Conclusion:

As it has been observed that life in hill terrains is hard. After every junm cycle they
had to search for new site for cultivation. Inspite of tremendous hardship the Karbi
women are still energetic. They have started to reaIige the impgrtance of literacy ang a
major part of the women population has taken to h|gher stughes and are performing
extremely well. Now few of theKarbi women are in administrative profegsmn, teachers,
nurse and do other Government jobs. The speed of formal ec;lucation s no doubt very
slow in the rural hilltops, but slowly it is creeping into the society. Thus itis duty of the
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concerned government as well of the general mass to help them get good education
and spread the light of education to highly remote areas. More schools should be set up
and one should not shy from taking up jobs in these remote helmets.

Apart from this private entrepreneurship should be encouraged among the Karbi
women and co-operative societies should be built up. For example in Karbi society, the
rearing of pig and poultry has been confined to women folk. They rear in traditional way,
which is mostly done on small scale due to lack of money. If they receive loans to build
such animal farms on a large scale, not only it will earn them money but will give them
a social recognition of being a business women. But effort should not end there but
they should be helped to get their products marketed as well. They should as well be
trained technically and scientifically for proper maintenance of these livestocks and
hygiene related issues. Workshops dealing with such issues can prove to be helpful.
Moreover, Government should take initiative in giving agriculture related training to the
women and onimplements, which are basically meant for men folk only. Our agriculture
scientists should take initiatives to build equipment, which can help these women to do
guality job with less effort, so that they find time for other activities like personal health
and hobbies. Weaving which is a household practice among the Karbi women should
also be encouraged. Efforts should be made to showcase these talented weavers in
the national scenario. With fashion houses making rounds everywhere these indigenous
skill canreally be transformed to a blooming business. Technical improvements in the
weaving industry are long awaited need for these women. Moreover industrial training
schools can provide them a platform to start their business in a better fashion.

So, itis the need of the hour that the government and non-governmental organisation
should made effort to give them training in improved methods to improve their working
skills and earning capacity, so that they enhance their family income and get due
recognition of their labour. As the status of a society is judged by the status of women

in that society a crusade should be launched at grass root level 1o raise their standard
of living, so to have a better future for all.
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RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
OF THE DEORIS

\ Basanta Kumar Deori**

Assam is an anthropological museum containing many socio-religous groups of
people. The Deoris are one of the important social groups of Assam. Ethnically they
belong to the Indo-Mongoloid race and linguistically to the tibeto-Burman family. Althcugh

~ the ethnic groups of Assam have merged with one another to form the Assamese

nationality, yet many of them have retained certain individual cultural and social traits.

Deoris are scheduled tribes (plains) population which constitutes 1.25 percent of
the total scheduled tribe population of Assam (Deori, 2003). According to the 1991
census the total population of the Deoris are 35849. The Deori population is mainly
concentrated in the districts of Noth Lakhimpur,Dhemaji, Jorhat, Sibsagar, Sonitpur,
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia. i -

The Deori are one of the four division of Chutiyas. These divisions are Hindu Chutiya,
Ahom Chutiya, Borahi Chutiya and Deori Chutiya (Endle, 1911). There are four broad
division among the Deoris namely Dibongiya, Tenga Paniya, Borgoya, Patorgoya (Deori,
2003). The Patorgoya group is traceable at pres_ent and it is presumed that the members
of this group might have been amalgamated with the other existing group of the Deoris
or with cther communities.

All the three sections of the Deoris are still maintaining their traditional beliefs and
practices. However, the influence of Vaisnava Gossain is visible in the Deorivillages
but trend towards traditional beliefs is still prominent (Bordoloi et.al 1987). The common
place of worship among Tengapaniyas and Borgoyas sections is known as ‘Than’ while
the Dibongiyas call it ‘Midiku'’. .

Their chief deity is the Gira-Girachi or Bura-Buri, believed to be Lord Shiva and
Parvati according to Hindu belief. Balia Baba and Kesaikhati, the son and daughter of
Bura-Buri are two important or chief deities of the Deoris. Both the Borgoyas and the
Tenga Paniyas can participate in the rituals of the Dibongiyas held in the temple of the
Dibongiyas by their fellow groups. But strict rule of avoidance is maintained between
the Tengapaniya and Borgonyas in their ritual performances in the ‘Than’ of Tamreswari
Mat (the mother goddess of the copper temple) and Kachakhati (the eater of raw flesh),
to whom human sacritices were offered. Her temple was somewhere around Chunpura
on the Brahmaputra. She was worshiped by the Borgonyas Khel (Saikia, 1976).

The Deoris have a good number of household deit.ies. Thgy believe that if these
deities are worshipped regularly than peace and plenty wlll prevail upon the househqlds.
Sacrifices are offered to these deities— Bura Dangariya, Gharar Deo, Mora Achiya,
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Najaniya (Bankalet Saul), Minichi etc. —
Every village has a ‘Midiku’ or ‘Than’ (place of worship) where pujas are performed. ‘ :

The essential items for pujas are sacrificial dao, flowers, a piece of chandan wood,

copper utensils etc. The priestly functionaries include Bor Deori, Saru Deori, Bor Bharali,

Barik and Randhani.ln Deoris ‘Midiku’ or ‘Than’ pujas office bearers held important

positions.Sacrifices of goat, duck, pigeon, hen are important part of the pujas. Rice w

beer (Suze) is not offered to the deities but it can be taken after the puja is over.

Wednesday is the most auspicious day for worship and pujas are also performed either ,

on Wednesday or on Sunday. The Deoridai, who by virtue of long experience are skilled Vi i’

in religious lores. The Deoridai perform private rituals of the households, such as Bura |

Dangariya, Gharar Deo, Minichi etc.

Deoris festival are observed after performing pujas in Midikus (Than). Deoris
celebrate Magh Bisu, in the month of January and Bahagiya Bisu in the month of April.
Some other’s Hindu festival like Durga puja, Saraswati puja, Janmastami etc. have
been incorporated recently into religious structured of the Deoris.

Conclusion: i

Deoris still maintain their traditional religious belief and practices, culture and
customs. They worship different God and Goddess. Their chief deities are Gira-Girachi, |
Balia Baba, Kesaikhati. The three division of the Deoris worship three different deities |
mentioned above. Thus, Gira Girachi, Balia Baba and Kesaikhati are worshipped by ‘
Dibongiya, Tengapaniya and Borgoyas respectively. ‘

Every village has ‘Than’ (Midika) where pujas are performed. Sacrifies of goat, ‘
duck, pigeon, hen areimportant part of the pujas. Rice beer is not offered to the deities |
but can be taken after the puja is over. Puja is performed on Wednessday but puja can |
be performed on Sunday also. Wednessday is most auspicious day for worship. !

Apart from Deori festival some others Hindu festival like Durga puja, Saraswati |
puja, Janmastami etc. have been incorporated recently into religious structures of the l
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