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PREFACE 

The study of the Snake Charmers ( A sec 
tion of the Kela community known as Sapu 
Kela ) was considered necessary in order to 
formulate suitable developmental programmes for 
their uplif tment. In a short visit to the Kela settle 
ment at Padmakesharipur which is situated at a 
distance of about 12 krns. from the State Cap1tal. 
Bhubaneswar we found it inhabited by a lar 
population of about 916 persons all belongina to 
the Sapua Kela community. This is the single most 
populous settlement in Orissa where 265 Sepu 
Kela households hve off from a big heterogeneou 
village called Patia. The Sapua Kelas identify them 
selves not by the name of their own settlement 
but by the name of thier revenue village Palia and 
therefore in the public they are known as Pati 

Kalas. 

The Sapua Kelas eke out their living primarily 
by snakes charming, jugglery and begging. They 
are known for their skill in the risky job of sn 
catch mg and snake charming and for certain 
peculiar customs like, inbreeding M intra kin 
marriage, frequent change of spou 
nee of women in domestic and 
Their religion is primanly concern 
worship of Goddess Ourga in h 
lions and the ancestor-spirits. Their ~set •• rnuncil 
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which is very democratic in formation as well a 
in function is still very powerful in maintain in 
identity and group cohesiveness and at the sam 
time in bringing reforms and changes for better 
living. They seem to be inclined to shift from 
wandering life to settled life and are strugghn 
hard to acquire assets in the form of houses, land 
and cattle and also to get themselves absorbed 
in stationery governmental and non-government 
jobs. 

The materials presented in this book were 
collected during several visits in the year 1983. 
Our aim in this book has been to give an overall 
picture of various aspects of their life which may 
change very fast because of their inclination 
towards settled Hf e. As this book is likely to be 
used by the general intelligent public we have tried 
to keep our presentation fairly in a popular styl ..... 
This small monograph is expected to remove a 
long-felt need ( or a first hand ethnography of thi 
wandering group. The present monograph also 
gives an insight into various changes occuring in 
dlff erent aspects of their life and their adjustmen 
with the new environment. 

We are thankful to Shri Pagal Das 
Smt. Maguni Del in particular and other 
informants who have ungrudgingly pro 
for this book. We must _record our 
for the help rendered by Shri Sail 
Primary Investigator of our Institute dunn 

nd 

10n 

• 
0 
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f ield work in the village. He is a Sapua Kela by 
himself and belongs to the same village 

We are thankful to Shri J. P. Rout, Research 
Officer for preparing the maps and charts and to 
Shri S K Ray, Photographer for developing th 
photographs which are printed in this book. 
Shri B. 8. Mohanty, Research Officer deserves 
special mention for undertaking the laborious 
task of proof correction in association with 
Miss K. Patnaik. Research Assistant. Lastly. we 
also thank Shri l C. Nayak, Junior Typist for 
typing the manuscript. 

Bhubaneswar 

Jan., 1989 

N. Patnaik 

B. Choudhu 
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INTRODUCTIO 

The Kela is one of the Scheduled Castes of 
Orissa. It is a small semi-nomadic caste identified 
as one of the vulnerable groups among the Sche 
duled Castes needing special care for their 
development. The word 'Kela' is derived from th 
Sanskrit verb 'Kel' which means 'to play', ·to 
sport', 'to charm snake', 'to tremble' or 'to mo 
E. Thurston and Rangachan (1909) hold the vi 
that the term 'Kela' has been derived from th 
word 'Keli' which means 'dancinq' or from · 
which means 'play'. But in common vocebulery 
it implies those people who along with their f arm 
ly members leave their house and hearth an 
con tinuosly move from place to place showrn 
sankes and their skills in snake-charming, junn 
lery and acrobatic fits. Like other Schedu 
Castes they suffer from the sticma of untouc 
bihty. 

The term 'Kela' is not only apphcable to 
lso to such cornrnurun 

Bajikor, Saboknta, Mundopoto and Cihusvna wno 
are small semi-nomadic castes inclu 
of vulnerable groups of Scheduled 
in Appendix 1. All thes 
Sapua Kela live in larg 
the coastal districts of Cut tack. Balasorc. f,u 
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and Ganjam. The Kela with a population of 14 
611 as per 1971 census constitutes the biggest 
group among the nomadic and semi-nomad· 
Scheduled Castes in the State. 

The Kela caste is divided into several sun 
castes based on different professions and also 
on matrimonial alliance with other castes. Th 
sub-castes are : 

a) So pua Kela- They 
Goudin Kela and 

re also known as 
Ahrr Kela. Their 

traditional profession is snake-charming. 
They call themselves 'Manqata' meanin 
those who depend no others for their 
livelihood. 

b) Nagesworia Kela- They are sanke-char 
mers. They catch Cobra (Noga) onlv and 
not any other species of snakes. 

c) Na/ua Kela- They show aero 
with the help of poles. 

C 

Apart from these sub-cast 
sub-castes hav 

her 

of marital union bet 
larly out of the m 
inc to Kela an rah m 

n 
d 

n- 



sub-caste called Kandara Kela. The su 
Matia Kela has come from Andhra Pradesh to 
Orissa. In most cases Kela girls have married 
boys of other castes. These sub-groups ar 
strictly endogamous and among them the Sa ou 
Kela claim the highest status. The present mono 
graph rel a tcs to the Sa pua KeL. 

The Sapua Kelas are found only in on 
village, viz. Padmakesharipur which is treated as 
a hamlet of Enjana revenue village for all off icial 
purposes, but acts as a f u!Jfledged village 1n soci 
religious and political purposes. Each Kela house 
hold has its own house in the village incJud 
other assets like agricultural land and fruit tr 

Origin of the Kela has remained obscured. 
However, some old persons have narrated a 
of origin of the caste as follows. 

There was no c 
_inning. A man named 

Bhadari Naik, who 
llmetal v. orks had 

in 

was an s 
In th 

nam 
ut th 
their 
th 

lled ·K 
d 

ch of brid 
locahty 

1. Th 
nt of tl 
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approached the king for a verdict in their favour. 
The king asked the girls in the presence of their 
parents to express their willingness for their 
marriage with these young men. When the gir 
gave their consent, the king ordered to celebrat 
the marriage then and there. While Nunchal 
Santoshguru and Dwari became the progenitor 
of the castes of Tamli, Khuruda and /{a/ 
ectively Jogi, Baguti, Patra and D 
constituted a separate caste called Kela and later 
on for med four Sandhu groups known as Nada 
g uru, Prasad, Parmanik and Naik respectively: 

Originally the Kelas were nomadic peopl 
and are generally ref erred to 'lndi 
Their early history of migration is not remember- 
d by the present generation. However 
persons give some idea that their ancestors wer 
originally in village called Thakurgaon in Midnaour 
district of West Bengal and when th 
broke out they left the village in 1860 an 
ted to Tigiria area of Cut tack distnct of O · 
But they could not stay there for 
After a few vears they shifted 

-uttac 
year · 
ri 

f j Kanlk in 
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llotment of the fallow land lying in between 
Enjana and Kalarahang villages for setting up 
their new settlement. They got the approval of 
the Ex-King and established their settlement 
which has been named as Padmakesharipur after 
the name of one of the Ex-Kings of Raj Kanika. 
But a group of nine families who did not want to 
ttle down there went back to Godipatna area 
nder the leadership of one Shri Bhaskar Das. 

They continued to stay there for a few years, but 
came back again to join their caste members and 
settled down in the new village founded by them. 
They were given homestead land for their settle 
ment. These f ami1ies are still referred to as 
nagharia (nine houses). Now this group has 
grown to 25 families and the ward which inhabi 
ted by them is known as Patuasahi. 



POPULATION 

Table-1 gives the district-wise breakup of 
the total Kela population in the State during th 
decade 1961- 71. The overall growth rate of 
18.19 per cent in the decade of 1961-71 compar 
very favourably with the growth rate of th 
Scheduled Caste population and of the general 
population which are 19. 70 per cent and 25.05 
per cent respectively. 

It is also apparent from the table that the 
Kela caste as a whole is mainly concentrated in th 
adjoining coastal districts of Cuttack, Puri and 
Balasore accounting for about 90 per cent of their 
total population. 

Table 1 

District-wise distribution of Kela population 
as per Census 1961 & 1971. 

SI. No. Name of the 1961 1971 
district 

1 2 3 4 
1. Cuttack 2.205 9,192 

(54.16) {62.91) 
2. Balasore 1.361 2,583 

(17 .53) { 17.68) 
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1 2 3 

3. Puri 697 1 
(8. 98} {9.45) 

4. Dhenkanal 262 710 
(3.37} (4.86) 

5. Ganjam 204 2 
(2.63) (2.04) 

6. Keonihar 312 22 
(4.02) (1.53) 

7. Bolangir - 85 
(0 58) 

8. Mayurbhanj 201 4 
(2.59) (0.30} 

9. Phulbani 37 44 
(0.47) (0.30) 

10. Sambalpur 450 35 
(5.80) (0.24) 

11. Koraput 31 16 
(0 40) (0.11) 

12. Kalahandi 4 
(0.05) 

13 Sundargarh 

Total 7,764 14. 
(100.00) (100.00) 

A comparison of literac 
Kela in the State during th 
1971 dearly reflects th 
literacy among them durin 

h 
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in comparison with the general population. Th 
recorded 14.3 per cent in 1961 as acainst 11. 
per cent for the total Scheduled Las 
and 21.7 per cent for the general popu 
State. But in 1971 their literacy status nas oeten 
orated amazingly to 10.4 per cent as 
increased trend shown in the literacy positron 
the total Scheduled Caste population ( 10.0 per 
cent) and general population (26.28 per cent). 

Table-II given in the next page shows th 
classification of Sapuo Kela population or t-'aoma 
kesharipur by age and sex during 1 S68 & 1 
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One striking feature noticed in the distri 
bution of population by age-groups is that ther 
is a decrease in child population of 0-4 age-group 
from 108 in 1968 to 99 in 1983 and in the oldes 
population of 60 years or more of age from 17 ,n 
1968 to 6 in 1983. In all other age-groups there 1 

increase in population between these two years 

The annual rate of growth of population 
is only 1 98 per cent during the period L 96"- 
1983 as against 1.97 per cent for the general 
population and 1-98 per cent for the Scheduled 
Caste population of the State per year during the 
decade 1971-81. In other words, the Kelas of 
Padmakesharipur correspond in growth rate with 
the general population and other Sch. 
Among them there are 4 70 males and 
females in a 1 population of 916 in 1983. 
shows that the ratio of females per 100 
is 949 in 1983 a! against 988 in 196_. 

The percentage of literacy among th 
populat on of Padmakesharipur 1s 18. 72 
the survey in 1983. Male lit 
at 26 97 and female literacy at 10.32 
At present there are four 
which three are reading ,n colleoas 
ion of children in the school goin 
of 4-11 and 11-14 years 1s shown ,n 

r 

----r 
Ill. 
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Table 111 
rnber of children in the School going 

age groups and number of children ac .. ,- 
ally going to schools. 

Age 
groups 

umber of 
Children 

Percentage of chil 
dren actually going 
to school 

Total Male Female 

4--11 years 
11•14 vears 

190 96 
109 64 

94 
45 

Total 299 160 

The proportion of children going to school 
is the same for both the age-groups. The Table Ill 
gives an idea that the majority of the childr 
(more than two third) are not attending school 
although special school has been established c1 
to their settlement by the Hariian and Tribal 
Welfare Department since 1955. At presen 
boys and 8 girls are reading in Middle Eng 
chool and 12 boys and 2 girls in High School. 

From the above analysi 
they still have remained education 
mainly due to their \Vanderina h 
pedal provision in the shap 

school. 

n 

n 



LIVING CONDITION 

The Kela settlement of Padmakesharipur i 
situated on an elevated land composed of laterit 
close to the Patia Passenger Halt in between 
Mancheswar and Barang Railway Stations on 
Howrah-Waltair S.E. Railways. An uneven katch 
road through fallow land links the settlement with 
the pucca road which connects Bhubaneswar an 
andankanan Wild Animal Sanctuary. To reach 

the settlement from Bhubaneswar one has t 
cover 10 Kms. of pucca road and about 2 Kms. of 
ka tcha road. Another rough road on the bank of 
Daya-West irrigation canal of the river Mahanadi 
connects the settlement with the National Hioh 
way No. 5 near the New Capital water works at 
village Palasuni. The distance between Bhuban ..... - 
swar and Kela settlement through this rou 
about 12 Kms. 

The Kela settlement is bounded by th 
village Kalarahanga in the north, Patia and Cha 
ndrasekharpur in the west, Daman in the sou th 
and the village Enlana 1n the east Katcha uneven 
roads run on four sides of the Kela h 
proper. Close to these roads the Daya-West 
of the river Mahanadi is located in th 
cultural field in the north and sout 
railway track in the west. There is a main 



13 

connecting the katcha road along the railway tract 
in the west, with road on the canal bank in tne 
east. This passage is cut by another main passag 
connecting the Katcha roads in the north and 
outh. Thus the settlement is div.ded into four 
segments which may be termed as north-west 
south-west, south-east and north-east. In the 
south-east segment four narrow uneven passages 
run towards the west direction. Although 
Kela households are found in every segment of 
the settlement, their maximum concentration 
in the south east segment. The settlement 1s 
divided into two sahis (wards), the north-west 
and the south-west forming Patnasahi and th 
other seqment named as Dakhinasahi. 

The upper primary school (upgraded seva 
shram) of Harijan and Tribal Welfare Department 
nd its hostel, the Panchayat Office, the Ser 
o-operative Society, the V. L. W. quarter 

Tea-Stall and two sanitary public well 
ted in the south-west segment of th 
our Kandara Kela and several Sa pu 

holds inhabit in this segment. Ther 
private katcha wells in the settlement, one in 

u th- - - ~ •• --- •••••••• ,..nt ~n~ i-'\nnther in the n 
in 

n n n 
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y 
r1 of 

r Sl 
ctrified. 

. rivate houses have also tak 
nnectlon. 

There are some fruit trees such 
hewnut and rackfruit trees privately own . , 

_., _______ ~- - w 
guava. iemon. tarnermo ano d 

The settlement conforms to a linear p,11 1 •• 

n. It means that the houses h 
of 

1nto 
hous 
In th 

r n 
materials used tor cons 
gory comes the spaciou 
hich have a rectangular 

ize 21 feet in length and 15 feet in 
th wrth a three feet wide front verandah and 

one and half feet slde verandah and single door 
opened to a front courtyard. Such a house has 
two-sloped roof thatched mostly with straw and 
few houses with fire-proof roof supported oy 
laterite pillars and mud walls of eight feet in 

radi- 



GROUND PLAN OF SAPUA KELA 1-DUSES. 
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height. Wooden planks are fixed along the inner 
walls to serve as platform for keeping household 
articles. The hearth is located in the right corner 
of the entrance or on the verandah. A secon 
hearth is also constructed in the courtyard. Th 
interior is unpartitioned and serves as bed-room 
dining- room, living-room and kitchen and also as 
a pen for the fowls. The snakes are also kept 
there in basket. 

The second category of houses consists of 
small houses which may be termed as 'hut' of the 
size of 12 feet in length and 9 feet in breadth 
with one and half feet wide verandah. These 
houses have two-sloped straw-thatched low roof 
supported by wooden pillars and mud-walls of 
eight feet in height. The third category consist 
of houses constructed out of Government assi 
stance. The size of this type of houses 1n general 
is 21 feet in length and 15 feet in breadth with 5 
feet wide verandah in front. Most of these hous 
have pucca walls with fire proof roof of tiles or 
asbestos. Besides a three feet wide door, a 
window of 2' X 3' is also provided in th 
houses. As many as 42 households have received 
Governm2nt assistance ranging from Rs. 650/- to 
Rs. 4000/- for construction of houses. At presen 
42 households (15. 76~~) have pucca houses with 
pucca walls and fire-proof roof, eigh 
( 3.00% ) with semi-pucca houses ( hou 
pucca walls and straw-thatched roof or katch 



16 

walls with fire-proof roof ) and 148 household 
(55.65°~) won katcha houses. As many as 5 
households (21 2410) have small huts or tempo 
rary sheds constructed over the house site owned 
by them. The remaining 11 families (4.14°~) hav 
neither housesite nor house of their own. They 
live either with their relatives or in temporary 
sheds raised on Government wasteland. They do 
not dare to construct house with reinforced 
concrete roof, because they believe that th 
owner of such a house will not survive soon atter 
the construction is over. This is based on a situ .... - 
tion which occured about 18 years back. On 
Bhopali Das constructed such a house which no 
exists in the settlement, but he died soon after i 
was completed. Soon after the death of Bhopah 
the younger brother of the deceased named 
Satrughana also died. From that day onward 
construction of house with reinforced concret 
roof is considered inauspicious. 

The interior of a Kela house is not par trtt ~ 
oned into compartments. The hearth is usuall 
located in the right corner of the entrance. Some 
times it is located in the verandah outside. A 
wooden platform of waist height close to a sid 
wall is constructed and in some houses wooden 
planks at head height are fixed against the walls. 
These platforms are used for keeping their 
le possession while the snake bask 
under the wooden platform. 
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The Kelas the ms elves do not build their 
houses nor do they have knowledge of thatchin 
or repairing it. They usually employ the members 
of other castes of the locality for these purpo 
Before constructing a house, they consult an 
astrologer belonging to the Nohak Caste of th 
village Patia or Kalarahang to indicate the auspi 
cious day for setting the first pillar in case of a 
katcha house or for laying the first stone in cas 
of a pucca house. On the appointed day, th 
priest who belongs to a low-grade Brahman, the 
strologer and the carpenter belonging to Badhe! 

caste, a mason belonging to· Khandayat caste or 
Tonti caste will be present to do their respective 
jobs. The astrologer selects the spot where th 
pillar or the stone will be fixed. The priest per 
forms the worship with the ritual material 
brought by him on payment of cost in advanc 
by the client. Thereafter the carpenter or th 
mason sets the pillar or lays the stone in th 
proper place. For their services each of them 
receives payment in cash varying from Rs. 15/- t 
Rs. 20/- each and a piece of new cloth. There- 
fter the house is constructed with the help 
rpenter and the mason. Th2 ~pproximate co 

of materials and construction 
pucca house, a serni-p 

house is shown below. 
n katch 
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A) Cost of construction of a pucca hou 
with a floor space of 315 square feet excludin 
verandah. 

Items of expenditur Amoun 

1. Dressed laterite slab 1000 
( 2' xr Xl }' ) Rs. 250 

2. Cement 8 bags Rs. 52 
3. Labour charges for cement work Rs. 1200.00 
4. Iron rod for chala & 

window railing Rs. 500. 
5. Wooden materials for the roof Rs 800.00 
6. The wooden materials for the 

door and the window Rs. 50v. 
7. Asbestos sheets with fittings Rs. 2400.0 

Rs 250.0 
8. White washing of walls and 

painting of door Rs. 200.00 
9. Labour charges for carpenter Rs. 1000 

Rs. 10~000 00 

B) Cost of construction of a semi-puce 
house (pucca walls and straw thatched roof) with 
floor space of 315 Sq. ft. 

Items of expenditur 

1. Dressed laterite slabs 
(2' Xl' Xl !") 1000 piec 

2. Cement 8 bag 
3. Labour charges for cement wor 

Amoun 

.o 

.• 2 
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4. Wooden and bamboo 
for the roof 
Rope 
ooden materials for the 

5. 
6. 

materials 
Rs. 1000.00 
Rs. 40.00 

door and window 
7 Labour charges for the 

carpenter 
8. Fittings 
9 Straw for thatching 
10. Lacour charges { or thatching 
11. White washing of walls and 

painting, \vashing of the doors 

Rs. 500.00 

Rs. 500.00 
Rs. 60.00 
Rs. 500-00 
Rs. 150.0 

Rs. 200 00 
. 7170.00 

C) Cost of construction of a katcha house 
with a floor space of 315 Sq. feet 

Items of Expenditure Amount 

1. Laterite pillar 6 nos Rs. 
2. Bamboo rafter SU nos 
3. Bamboo baten 4 bundle Rs . 
4. Rope 4 Kgs Rs. 
5. Lacour charges for construction 

of mud walls Rs. 
lat our charges for the carpenter Rs. 

7 Straw for thatching R.,. 
.. harges for that chtnq Rs. 

9. Cost of wood for the <loo 
. Iron fittings R~. 

11. Cost of whit" washin Ro1. 

200.00 
200.00 
60 00 
40.00 

.0 
0 

0 

R 
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The household ar tlcles in 
includes both traditional an 
modern articles. Almost all item 

Kel 

r 
from outside.An inventory of such art id 
sample households belonging to different 
mic categories is given in the next paqe, 

hou 
ms of 
rch 
in tour 

no- 
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A few well-to-do households have wooden 
chair, table and cot. They have mats for sJeeping 
purposes. Aluminium utensils both for cooking 
and eating, earthen vessels for cooking and 
storing water are corr rnonly seen. Some well-to 
do households have brass water jars, bell-metal 
utensils for taking food. Baking pan and spoon 
re commonly seen. Some households have lantern. 

almost all households have kerosine lamp and 
well-to-do households possess bicycle, radio, tape 
recorder, umbrella, kerosine stove, suitcase, steel 
runk and brief case. Besides alJ these articles 
they have snake-baskets and equipments used in 
carrying out their traditional profession. A list of 
equipments used in snake- catching. fishing and 
bird-catching are given in the next page. 



26 

t'1) 
C ·- .r.. u - lt1 u • c.> 
~ ,n 
C: 
ti) 

C 

~ 
c.> 
tn 
:::1 
ti) .•.. 
r:: 
t"ll 

E 
0. 

0 .•.. 
V, - ....J - <! - 

Q) 
ti) 
0 
0. ••• :, 
0.. 

.•.. 
..c C: 
(/) Q) .:.::: co 
0) > 
t!3'::i I~ 

O" 
Q) 

- o- c: 
<» 

EE 
~ .9- c: :::1 

O" ~ °' IN u 
O..c ....J - 

. 
_; 0 
CJ)Z 

••• 
Q) 
~ 
V) 
~ 
.0 
0 
0 
.0 
E 
t0 
.0 
••• t0 - :, 
u ••• ·- u 
•••• 
l'0 "'C -·- u..- 

"'C 
Q) 
0. 
~ 
0. 
IO 
(/) 

C: ·- 
~..c •.. u ..c: C: -·- 

·- "'C 
('0 ca 

C: 

IO co ..c .D 
..!i: 
4:(1) 

Cl) :, 
0 C: 
0 
V) 

·o 
0. 
Q) ..!i: 

..C IO 
- C: 0) (/) 
C: 
·5 ..c: 0 .•.• 
e 
<» 0 •.• ..c: •.. - 
0 u.._ 

0. ·- •... 
E 
0. - :> 
O" 

~ 
IO C: 
Cl) - 0 

>i o,..O ..c: 
C: - ·- C: 0. Q) o.- 0 l'0 
..c: Q) u .0 C: ,o_c ..c: 

Q) u .•... - 
••• o..c •... -0 u.. ~ _o c: 

- C: 
E - 
- 

Cl) - Q) C: 
..c: - - - :, u - :> C: 

"'C ·- u 
<C 
u 

- - - 

0 
0. 
0) C: - ~ •... ••• 
- 0 
..0 ••• 

ca 

- 
~ 
('0 
:> 

C ::, 
..c 
«) 

..0 
I 
('0 
..!i: 



27 
..x J 
0 
0 

.•.• .i::. E 
-§, l'O 0 
::s ..c: I- - - co ·- v, U ~ (/)E 

"'O Cl) Q) 0 
Q) • = "'O ..c: ..c: ..c 
Cl) ..0 I- II) Cl) .••• g_ 0) .:.s .:;:: = 0) 
'- ,::to C: OlO)O'l OlC: 
::S ·- C: C: C: Ol C: ·>- 
0.. 0. ·- ·- ·- l'O :.,... '5' ..c: C: :.,... 0 

'- '- '"" u .- ·5, i... E 
.••• '- I- .••• ·- - '- 

0, I c: co ro co ro v, co m c: <» u u u..o.:a u '-~ 
- M '- '- "'O '- '- I- E ..C: I- Q Q Q v, 0 ,? 0 U.. C: 0 r, U.. ;.:: .:;: u.. •.•..• u.. ro U.. •.•..• 

-0 
C: 
ro 
Ol I- C: ..., Ol <» ·- C: l'O C ..c Q) ..0 ·- u ..c:- l'O 
- v,l'O -0 - 
IO ·- > C: uo,·-M C: 0 
I C: :::, 0. t0 U -c, CT CO ..C: 1- ·= UJ Cl.> ,!:: C: C: 10 0 

..0 0 ·- Q) ..0 0 Q) ~- ~..o C: o.::: a. Ol ;:> E- 
0 O ro C: 0 ·- 

~ I I ,ex: u z ~ u d3 ~ 
(I) 
::, 
Cl) -- c: 
Q) Q) 

E ..c: 
0. -- - - ::, 0 
CT a> 
<» E .- 
o ro @11 ro - c: E ..c: ·- ·- ::s v, - UV) -a> 
·- co .9- N l'O E ·- l'O - ~ -J u ::s v, Ol c: ..o ro ro o CT ro ro ro ro ro ..c: ..c: 
_,-J Q) _u.. al c., al CJ) ::s::: u 
a) - I • . 0 

u5zlr-4lr-1C\i~~ Lri'-'5~ 



28 

There is no peculiarity in their dress an 
ornaments. They use modern dresses and orna 
ments like their Hindu neighbours. The mare 
members are found using bead or metal necklaces 
and ear-rings like women. Possession of gold and 
use of gold ornaments are taboo for them because 
they believe that the owner and the user will mee 
unnatural death. Use of shoes and chapals is no 
more a taboo as in the past. Foot wear ha 
become very common among the people of 
younger generation. Silver ornaments and coin 
containing silver, pucca house, modern articles 
and snake are considered their wealth. 

As regards bodily cleanliness and sanitar 
habits, the women are cleaner than men. Use o 
washing soap and powder for cleaning clothes 
nd use of bathing soap is common among them. 

Women, particularly maidens put on costly 
modern sarees and other dresses and diff eren 
varieties of ornaments of different metals except 
gold and use modern cosmetics. They take parti 
cular care of their hair shaping it to a beautiful 
bun tied with coloured ribbons and ornarnen 
with flower-designs of silver and other metal 
Tattooing of their own name or those of go 
and goddesses on the inner side of the arm i 
prevalent among both sexes- 

Rice is their staple food and th 
least two to three times a day. Th 

k 
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from Bolanga ( calophyllurn ionophyllurn ) or with 
ashes of arakha ( Calotropis gigentea ) plant. For 
cough and cold they take water boiled with 
basanga (Adhatoda Vasica) leaves. For dysentry 
they take water mixed with sugarcandy, juani 
{used as spices) and ganja leaf (Indian hemp). 

• 



ECONOMIC LIFE 

The Kela are a semi-namadic group of peopl 
who move in batches from place to place round 
the year with occasional visit to their permanent 
ettlement at Padmakesharipur on certain fest iv 
occasions. They mainly depend on their traditional 
occupations of snake-catching. snake-charming 
and sanke-selling.These are supplemented by seve 
ral other economic activities such as mouse-play, 
magical performance, bird-catching, jugglery, sale 
of folk and herbal medicines, amulets, tattooing 
sale of toys, cosmetics and ornaments of cheap 
metals. Some of them also possess land which 
they cultivate, some work for wages and some of 
them have joined in regular services. Table IV 
gives the occupational distribution of workers. 

Table IV 

Occupational distribution of workers arnono Kel 
per Survey (Primary occupation) 1n 1 

SI Occupation 
o. 

Totol 
orkers 

1 2 
1. Snake 

charrrun 

Mal 
workers 

4 - 25,_ - 
.67) 
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1 z 3 4 

2 Sare of toys, 
cosmetics and 
rnaments of 62 - 62 

cheap metals (12.06) (26.61 
2~ Tattooing 32 - 32 

( 6~23) (lj.7 
4. Magic 6 6 

performance ( 1.17) (2.13} 
. Cultivation 2 1 1 

( 0.39) (0.36J (0.4 
6. Forestry 34 6 2 

( 6.61) (2.13) (12.02) 
7. Waqe-earninq 117 8 109 

(22•77) (2.85) (46. 78) 
Reqular service 9 8 1 

( 1 75) (2.85) (0.43) 

Total 514 281 233 
(100.00) tl00.00) (100.00) 

The workers numbering 514 constitu 
56.22 per cent of the total population of 
Out of these workers 49.02 per cent depena on 
nake-charming, 2!.. 77 per cent oh 
12.06 per cent on sale of toys.cosmetic 
ments of cheap metal, 6.61 per 
and 6.23 per cent on tattoolno. Onl 
have joined regular 
magical performances and ~ person 
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In other words, about 69.08 per cent still depend 
on their traditional occupations such as snake 
charming, sale of toys, cosmetics and ornaments 
of cheap metal, tattooing and magical perfomance 
and the rest 29.02 per cent have taken up wage 
earning, service and cultivation as their primary 
sources of livelihood. 

Among the male, the workers constitute 
59. 79 per cent of the total population of 4 70. 
Snake-charming and magical performances and 
sale of charms and herbal medicines are exclusi 
vely done by male workers. Similarly sale of toys 
cosmetics and ornaments of cheap metals and 
tattooing are done only by fem ale workers. Th 
Kela women are engaged in wage- earning and 
collection of fore st produce in a higher proportion 
than their male counterparts. Among the females 
the workers constitute 52.24 per cent of its total 
population of 446. Various economic acti 
undertaken by the persons of different sexes an 
age-groups are given below. 

Age & sex 
group 

Economlc Actlvlt 

Adult-m nake- 

r 
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collectinq minor forest produ 
ces like firewood, fruits and green 
leaves and wage-earning. 

Adult-female : Tattooing (u/ki), selling of toys. 
cosmetics and ornaments of cheap 
metals, wage-earning, collection and 
sale of minor forest produces lik 
firewood. fruit and green leaves. 

Boys : Bird-catching, assisting father or 
elder brother in snake-charming and 
in showing magical performance 
watching camp and occasionally 
begging. collection of firewood. 

Girls : Selling of toys, cosmetics and orna- 
ments of cheap metals, collection of 
firewood and other minor forest 
produces, watchnq the camp, g1v1ng 
company to mother when go1n 
out. 

The division of economic pursuit under .. 
taken by different sexes according to age-or 
mentioned above is not a water-tight comoart 
ment since there is no bar for 
herself in snake .. charming or magical 
nces which are mostly don 
ls also no bar for a man to d 
toys, cosmetics or ornament 
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done by woman. There is no bar for a man or 
woman to do any of the economic pursuits 
whether traditional or modern followed by them. 
Inspite of adoption of several new economic 
activities the majority of the Kela population still 
depend on their traditional occupations which 
are discussed below. 

Snake-charming 

The main occupation of the Kelas is snake 
charming They also catch snakes for sale either 
among themselves or to outsiders. 

They have knowledge about the places 
where different. species of snakes are generally 
found. They visit these places in batches during 
different seasons to catch them. The names of 
places which they visit and the snakes they catch 
are given in Table V. 
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The Ahiraj species generally live in hiflo 
cks covered with dense forests and Gokhar in 
ant-hills or under straw thatched roofs of old 
houses. Both the species usually come out in the 
early morning before sun rise or in the evening to 
take fresh air. This is the time when these are 
caught. The species of Ajagar and Boda take 
shelter in swampy lands covered with bushes and 
shrubs. Both these varieties enjoy cool sleep of 
longer duration during winter season when these 
are caught. They also catch different species of 
non-poisonous snakes such as Dhanda ( Natrix 
piscator) and Mati Biradi ( Natrix stolata) to use 
as food for the poisonous snakes. They also catch 
frog, mouse and different varieties of birds for 
use as food for the snakes. 

Only male members go out in batches to 
catch snakes. Before proceeding on their snake 
catching trips they pray and worship Lord Siva 
Goddess Mangala and forest deities for success 
in the pursuit and safety. During the days when 
engaged in snake-charming they themselves cook 
their own food in ear then pots and also take their 
food in leaf plates or earthen pots. They neither 
eat the left-over food of other persons nor part ... - 
ke food with any body during the period when 
engagea in snake -catching. The equipments used 
in catching snakes consist of a wooden stick of 
feet in length and one inch in girth, a gunn 
a knife and bamboo-baskets with carrylnq n 
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Before going to catch snakes, they clean and 
wash these equipments, if they are not new. 
They also carry carbolic acid with them for th 
treatment of snake-bite. 

In the forest they look for the snakes in 
the bushes and big trees near the sources of 
water. When a snake is located, the person sho 
uld move very stealthly without making slightest 
noise and should try to hold it by its tail and raise 
it swiftly in such a manner that its head will be 
touching the surf ace of the land, so that the 
snake gets no time to turn and bite him. In such 
a position the snake will not be able to move 
rather it will start biting the surf ace. The person 
will press the head of the snake with the stick 
with his left hand. When the snake is unde 
control, he moves his right hand to hold the head 
of the snake. Then there fallows the removal of 
the poisonous teeth with the help of a knife oe 
fore putting the snake into the basket. A bigger 
snake if found in deep sleep is caught by hand 
without using the stick. He catches this type of 
snake by head and tail simultaneously and puts 
it into the sack. 

Although the snake catching is an lndivi • 
dual pursuit they move in batches and help each 
other at the time of need. If any occasion 
for a joint endeavour for catching bigger sn 
they share the cost which varies from Rs 
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to Rs. 1000/- equally among themselves. The 
persons who will keep the snake will pay the 
shares to other partners. At present permission 
of the officers of local Forest Offices is to be 
obtained before going to catch snakes in the 
forests in accordance with the Forest Rules. 

Table VI 
Local names of different varieties of snakes 
handled by the Kela 

Zoological 
name of 
species 

Local names Approximate 
cost 

1. Naja Naia 1. Gokhara or Naga 
(with sandle mark 
on head) 
a) Italia Nag a 
b) Kanthua Naga 
c) Dhulia Naga 
d) Gendalia Naga 

2 Tampa (with lotus 
mark on head) 
a) Panibuda tampa 
b) Patraja tampa 
c) Kolthia tampa 
d) Karkatia tamp 

2. Neja Hannah 1 Ahiraj 
{King cobra) 2. Sankha- 

chud 
3 Manichud 

Rs. 30.00 
Rs. 20.00 
Rs. 20.00 
Rs. 20.00 
Rs. 20.00 

Rs. 20 00 
Rs. 15.00 
Rs. 15 00 
Rs. 15.00 
Rs. 15.0 

Rs. 500 -1000 
·. Rs. 500-1000 

Rs. 500-1 
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1 2 3 
3. Python Molurus 1. Ajagar Rs. 200. 00 
4. Bungarus 1. Rana Rs. 15.00 

(Fasciatus) 
5. Viper Russelli 1. Boda Rs. 25.00 
6. Bungarus 1. Chiti Rs. 10.00 

Caeruleus 

Now-a-days some of them are not going to 
catch snakes. They purchase the snakes from 
other members of their own group or from other 
sections of their caste, such as Pathania Kela, 
Bajlkaria and Matia Kelas coming from Andhra 
Pradesh who catch snakes primarily for sale. If 
an individual has snakes more than what he requ 
ires he sells them either to his fellow members or 
in Clacutta. The approximate cost of each variety 
of snakes is also given in Table VI. 

The longivity of a snake in natural surrou 
nding is generally 30 years, but it can survive 
only for 8 to 10 years under human care ano 
nourishment. The cobra or Ahiraj snakes ar 
given to eat Jive frog, sma11 bird, lizard, mouse 
and non-poisonous snakes. In the absence of 
these small pieces of mutton are given. Clear 
water ls supplied to drink. Both food and water 
are given to these snakes kept in the bamboo 
baskets atleast once in a week. A snake when 
required to drink is brought outside and its head 
is dipped in water and kept in watch. It bring 
out its head from the water pot after it has drunk 
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sufficiently. Thereafter it is put inside the bamboo 
basket. 

The Kelas generally move in groups consi 
sting of six to fifteen families in a group and visit 
various parts of Orissa and outside Orissa to earn 
their livelihood through their traditional profession 
throughout the whole year excepting their brief 
stay extending for a fortnight or so in their native 
village during Dola Purnima in the month of 
March, Raja Sankranti in June or Dasarha in 
October and Pirnpel in November. In the past all 
families excluding the old persons and pregnant 
women used to leave the village in several groups. 
In such cases they had to engage Dakua or some 
local people to watch their houses on payment. 
But at present most of the families are not taking 
their women and children with them. 

Married brothers with their parents and 
with families of paternal or maternal uncles, gene· 
rally form a group. Before starting their seasonal 
migration they informally discuss about the areas 
which they intend to visit and form groups. In 
this respect, they gather information about th 
area affected by natural calamities like flood, 
drought and epidemics for exclusion from the list 
of areas for their visit. They visit those are 
where the people can understand the languag 
spoken by them. The formation of a group 
called Sea-bandha. Each group selects a Do/pot 
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f 

(Leader) who will preferably be the seniormost 
and most experienced male member of the group. 
The main duties of the Doipau is to lead the 
group ana take care of its members. Sometimes 
a group may be sub-divided into several smaller 
groups for their movement with the permission 
of the Da/pati. 

They carry with them all the things requi 
red in a camp life such as mats, mosquito-net 
utensils for cooking and taking food These 
articles are carried by both husband and wife 
assisted by other family members accompanying 
them. The male member carries his share which 
generally includes snake- baskets, medicines, stat 
ionery articles for sale and utensils and food stuff 
with the help of a carrying pole and the f emal 
carries in head-load of all other necessities such 
as mats and clothes. 

At the time of movement, they generally 
camp In urban, semi-urban areas and bigger 
villages. In such places, they take shelter under 
ig tree, open sheds of the weekly market or in 

some deserted big buildings close to the source of 
drinking water. In the camp everybody gets up 
very early The male member lits the hearth and 
the female member qoes out to the water sourc 
to wash the utensils and to fetch water after 
finishing daily ablusions. When she returns and 
cooks the food. the male member goes out for 
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the daily ablusions. Thereafter all of them take 
their morning meal simultaneously about 9 a m. 
Women wash the utensils and men check up 
their equipments. After taking rest for half an 
hour or so, he goes out to visit different parts of 
the town or to a neighbouring village to show 
snake-play. She carries the stationery articles, 
ornaments. toys and the instruments and materi 
als for tattooing in a bamboo basket on her head 
and visits different parts of the town or the 
neighbouring village. The children watch the 
camp. Sometimes they go out to beg or to fetch 
firewood. She returns early at about 3 p. m. to 
the camp. Once again she goes to fetch water for 
the evening meal. Men return at about 4 p. m .. 
While cooking will be going on, the family memb 
ers discuss about the days experience. They take 
their meal in the evening. All members of the 
camp spend sometime in chitchating before going 
to bed. 

The duration of stay in a camp during their 
movement extends for five to fifteen days occasi 
onally upto one month depending upon the 
number of villages which they can visit for exhi 
biting snake-play. Under the leadership of 
Bichitra Das, a group of 15 households with 
population of 38 (17 male adults, 5 female adults 
and 6 children) left the village after Dasarha, by 
train to Berhampur in Ganjam district. Th 
itinerary of the group giving the names of the 
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places where they camped arrd duration of stay in 
different camps is given bleow. 

Places of camp Duration of stay Month 

1. Berhampur 

2. Kukudakhandt 
3 Nirnakhendl 
4. Solagh 
5 Handighar 
6. Bhabandha 
7. Bhatgumuda 
8. Chha trapur 
9. Court 

Chhatrapur 
10. Rambha 
11. Hmua 

12. Khalikote 
13. Keshpur 
14. Ganja 
15. Balugaon 
16. Banpur 

One month 

7 days 
5 days 
10 days 
8 days 
10 days 
10 days 
15 days 

15 days 
1· days 

10 days 

10 days 
8 days 
8 days 
One month 
10 days 

17. Soleri 7 days 
18. Gangadharpur 7 days 
19. Kuhud\ 7 days 

August 
September 
September 
September 
November 
November 
November 
December 
December 

Januar9 
Januar9 
January• 
February 
February 
February 
February 
March 
April 
April 
April 
May 
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1 2 

20. Bhusandapur 7 davs Ma 

21. Kalupada 5.davs May 

22. Nirakarpur 5 days May 

23. Golbai 6 days May 

Another group of 8 f amities with 21 per 
sons (8 male adults, 9 female adults & 4 children) 
led by one Basanta Das left the village by trairt 
after Dasarha for Bhadrak in Balasore district and 
camped in the places. 

Place of camp Duration of stay Month 

1. Bhadrak 
2 Soro 
3. Bahanaga 
4. Nllgir] 
5. Kaptipada 
6. Udala 
7. Khunta 
8.. Jashipur 
9. Rairangpur 
10. Gorurnahisani 
11. Barlpad 

12. Suliapada 

13. Kostha 

Two months 
10 days 
7 days 
7 days 
15 days 
10 days 
7 days 
7 days 
One month 
15 day 
Two months 

10 days 

days 

July-August 
August 
September 
September 
September 
October 
October 
October 
ovember 

December 
December 
January 
January- 

bruary 
bruary 
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1 2 3 

14. Amarda 8 days February 
5 Betnoti 5 days February 

16. Baisinga 7 days March 
17. Balasore One month March-April 
18. Bhadrak One month April-May 
19. Chandabali 15 days May-June 

Another group of only nine adult male 
members led by one Hemanta Das to Jamshedpur 
area of Blhar State. They left their village after 
Dasarha for Chianbasa in Bthar State. They treve 
lied by train upto Jajpur-Keonjhar Road and then 
by bus upto Chainbese. Various places where 
they camped one after another are as follows : 

Places of camp Duration Month 

1. Chainbasa 15 days October 

2. Kuju 7 days November 

3 Keshargadia 6 days November 

4. Ichagada 6 days November 

5. Rajnagar 10 days November 

6. Heta 7 day December 

7. Pataka 5 days December 

8. Jadugoda 10 days December 
9. Musabani 10 days December 
10. Ra}ghat 7 days January 
11. Rakha Mines 10 days January 
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1 2 3 

12. Tata Two months January-Marci 

13. Gambharia 7 days March 

14. Kanda 7 days March 

15. Seni 5 days April 

16. Gadabambu 5 days April 
17. Mahalmorucha 7 days April 
18. Supeisahi 7 days April 
19. Kuruma 5 days April 
20f Gopinathpur 6 days May 
21. Itihasa 10 days May 
22. Kareikala 8 days May 
23. Latapahadi 10 days May 
24. Chakradharpur 10 days June 

Another group of 5 male adults under the 
leadership of one Nath Das, visited various parts 
of the State not at a stretch but at different 
months of the year. They went to a place from 
their village and camped there for a period not 
exceeding 30 days and returned home. After 
staying at home for three to four days they left 
or another place. During the year 1983-84 the 
group visited the fallowing places. 

Places of camp Duration of stay Month 

1. Puri 

2. Balugaon 

One mon th October- 
!\ ovember 

10 days December 
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Places where camped Duration Month 

of stay 

3. Nayagarh 10 days December 

4. Banki 8 days December 

5. Talcher 10 days January 

6. Dhenkanal 15 days January 

7. Berhampur 10 days February 

8. Paradeep 15 days February 

9. Chandabali 10 days March 

10. Baripada 15 days March 
11. Rairangpur 15 days April 

12. Choudwar 10 days April 

13. Dandakaranya One month May 

14. Balimela One month July 

15. Kalahandi 10 days August 

16. Balliguda 10 days August 

17. Phulbani 15 days August- 
September 

While they are away from homes, they 
keep contact with their kinsmen and other memb 
ers of their community staying in the village 
through postal correspondence. Whenever any 
necessity arises for them to be present in their 
home village, they come back. Sometimes th 
caste-council directs them to return to the village 
on or before a fixed date. On such occasion 
they have to come back to village otherwise they 
have to pay a fine to the council. 
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At the time of playing a sanke or a mouse 
a Kela attracts and startles the audience with hi 
talks and songs. The most common song for 
snake-play accompanied by the music of dambar 
(dumb-bell) played on by the singer h mself is 
called Padmatola (Baramasi) in Oriya language. 
This song which relates to the works of Lord 
Srikrishna runs as follows : 

PADMATOLA {Baramasi) SONG 

Kansara gharani Padmavati Rani 
Karithile Dhanuntori Ossa, 

Lakhyebhara Padma debure Kanhei 
nathiba pakhudamisaki Gobinda Hari 

Bandili hatabata, bandili choupenta 
bandili kaunrideshar mati 

Bandili charidigs 
Sarababandita Khelauthlliki Gobinda Han 

Padmapatara Hari chalile 
Banama'i payare na lage dhuli 

Bijul. kadhaele bataki Gabinda Hart 
Kansara gharani Padmavati Rani 

Karithile Dhanuntori Ossa 
Lakhyebhara padma debure Kanhei 

nathiba pakhudamisaki Gobinda Hari 
Baisakhe chandana Pravu Khelibe Janardan 

Dekhile Bhaktankara sire chand 
Jesthaki masare Baliara girisam 

Asarhe Gundicha jata bii 
tini ratha agare Balaram 



51 

ajire Suvadra ta pachhare Kalia Kanhei 
Ki Gobinda Han 

Sravane Giridhar barase garagara kapaleki chita 
Ratna kathaumadi trahi karibe 

Ke Gobinda Han 
masare Pravunka janam 

Pade sankata kaledura 
Bhadrav 

Dekhi na male Karisa, Na dekhile Dasara tha 
Pu tna kale nasaki Gobinda Harl. 

Aswina masare Kumari Janam 
Jua khelanti Radhaman 

Pu chi khelan ti kurnarlrnane 
Ki Gobinda Harl. 

are oaramasi hoeba sampurna 
trahi karibeki Gobinda Han 

Kartik 

dmaf\atare Hari chalile Banamali meghar 
rnala mala 

Kansara gharani Padmavati Rani 
Karithile Dhanuntori Ossa 

Lakhyebhara Padma debure Kanhei 
Nathiba pakhudamisa Ki Gobinda Hari. 

The gist of the above song is as follows . 

Queen Padmavati, wife of Kansa, was 
performing Ohanuntori Ossa (worship of bow}. 
Lord Srikrishna with two lakh headload of lotus 
flower had gone to attend the worship. The path. 
the magical world, four directions were sealed 

magical spell and lord Srikrishna walked over 
lotus leaves all the way to avoid ccvertnn of h' 



52 

feet with dust particles, under the light provided 
by lightening in the sky. In the month of Boisokb 
(April-May), Lord (Jagannath) comes out for 
boating during a festival called Chandon (Sandal 
wood) Jatra providing an opportunity for the 
devotees outside the temple. In the month of 
Asarh (June-July) Lord Jagannath, Balabhadr 
and Subhadra again come out and go to the 
maternal aunts house in chariots during the 
f amour car festival. In the month of Sr a van 
(July-August) when there is heavy rain lord use 
sandal made of gold. The Bhadrab (August 
September) is the month when Lord (Srikrishna) 
is born to protect the mankind by killing Kansa. 
Thereafter lord killed Pu tan a (in the incarnation 
of Ramchandra) which was not known to King 
Dasaratha. The month of AswinLJ (September- ,. 
October) Gopis and so also the unmarried girls 
spend the fullmoon day (called Kumar Purnimo) 
by dancing and rejoicing. The festive calender in 
honour of Lord Krishna ends in the month of 
Kartlka (October-November). 

During the snake-play and mouse-play 
the Kela allures the audience with his talk, song 
and action and gets scope to sell the herbal medi 
cines and amulets. Similarly Kela women can 
allure the womenfolk for selling cosmetics, toys 
and ornaments. While undertaking the painful 
operation of tattooing she sings romantic songs. 
some of which are reproduced below . 



(a) Chhi karide, mana maride, gandi paride. 
Chaul bhaia, manaku maja 

Kakadarpur niti rnata, 
aera ball, mote dekhi tama dhamak chal 

Ana sorisa, mote dekhi tume tahi karucha. 

The theme of the above song is a reques 
to the person undergoing the operation of tattoo 
ng to remain mentally strong to bear the pain 
which is not so severe. 

(b) Asa Asa tu braiabali bege chali 
Chitakutidebi nana bhahki bhali 
Mora chltakuta sansare sere 
Asundara na disiba dehaku tora, 
Belabudilani gruhe jibi chali 
Brajataruni, chita kutidebi bhalikl bhali 
Kapalare adha chandradebi kutl 
Duru dusuthiba phut 
Beni haste kuti debl suasari 

naku ati jatanakari 
Mayura mayuri karuthtbe dalarebasi 
Kunjabinodia karuthiba balnsi dhuru go 

khuthibe taku nlti Kalakanhu mo 
mpati co 
un 

netr 
nua kath 
pachar 

, ,~-·. ---· __ _ _ _ _hara t 
Ke atanh Janani pii 
Ag 

. - . . 
urusa bayase dekh 

0 
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In this song the Kela woman narrates th 
beauty of various designs of tattoo-marks for 
different parts of the body. English translation o 
his alluring song runs as follow 

Come, come quickly O' Brajabali 
(l) will ta tto different design 
My tattooing is top in the world. 
These (tattoo marks) will not look indescent 

to your body 
It is going to be sun-set 
(l) will return home. o• Brajatarani.. 
(l) will tattoo different designs. 
. Half-rnoori' on the fore head .. 
will look dazling from a distanc 
On your arms with utmost care (I) can tatto 
a pair of parrot or a pair of peacok or 
picture of Kalakana, Kunjabinodia Snkrushna) 
with a flute in hand which you can see ever 
day and hear the music of the flute to 
Kunjabinodia (Srikrushna) . 
O' Golden friend (Sakhl) l unknown 
woman asking HT o which region (you) b 
Who 1s your dear mother ?" 
0' sweet sixteen, young men wlll be amaz 
on seeing you. 

) Asa chita kutlbe Labang 
suasan pan 
dithrbe dhad k 
ku tidebi l.abanoalo t 
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salo jhia kutlba chita 
Dekhaidebi bahu chita 
l-lassi deba tuma manaku 
Asalo chlta kutiba Labangalata. 

In this song the Kela woman calls the girl 
y addressing them as Labangalata for undergoin 
the operation of tatoo-marks of different designs. 

English translation of this song is as f ollows · 

O' Labangalata, come for tattooing a pair 
of parrot, rows and rows of flower designs com ..... 
come O' Labangalata for tattooing, come, daugh 
ter for tattooing (I will) show you different 
designs (you) will be joyous come. come.. 0 
abangalata. 

She sells the ornaments and cosmetics on 
both cash and food grains. Apart from this sh 
also begs for foodstuff, old clo thes, vegetabl . 
etc. from the housewives. At present the averag 
daily income of a male member varies from Rs 8/ 
to Rs. 15/- and in case of a female it is around 
Rs. 5/-. Previously women were earning qui 
appreciable arnouut from tattomq operation .... 
present tattooing has become unpopular amon 
many communities as a result of which the in· 
come of Kela women has gone down. Previously, 
both husband and wife were able to earn Rs. 20/ · 
to Rs. 25/- daily. 
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About 25 to 30 years back the Kelas wer 
solely dependant for their livelihood on their tra 
ditional occupatlons of snake-charming, tattooing 
and sale of cosmetics, cheap ornaments and toys 
showing magical performances and begging were 
also additional sources of income The economic 
life of the Kelas is in the present time undergoing 
change. Many Kelas no longer want to pursue 
their nomadic habits. In fact some Kelas have 
taken up regular services and some of them 
mostly females have become wage earners. 
Among them there are some Ke las who are inter 
ested in educating their children. In such cases 
the father and other adult members of the house 
hold go out on seasonal migration leaving th 
children in the village with the mother to attend 
school. Besides wage-earning some of them go 
out to collect fuel-wood, green leaves and seaso 
nal fruits from the neighbouring Chandaka forest 
primarily for own use and occasionally for sale. 

Now some of them have purchased agricul 
tural land and started cultivating the same in 
contravention of the taboo current among them 
since long. Possession of agricultural land and 
practice of cultivation was considered inauspicious 
in the past. It was the belief among them that 
any breach of this taboo would bring disease and 
death. But this has been changed since last two 
general ons. For the first tlme the fat her ot on 
Sailendra Das, who is now a government servant 
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purchased agricultural land about 36 years ago. 
Subsequently some others also purchased land A 
present as many as 40 out of 266 households 
possess land, the size of holdings varying from 
Ac. 0.12 to Ac. 3.00. Except one household who 
cultivates land other land owners have their lands 
to non-Kele cultivators of the locality on sharecro- 
pping basis. 

In the past they were not keeping any 
domestic animal except poultry. But some of 
them have started keeping of goats and sheep. A 
few years back two households purchased goats 
but finding it cumbersome to keep them they gav 
them to a tribal on condition that whatever in 
come would acrue would be given to the owner. 
Two more households have now calves and 1 
households sheep for which they have obtained 
loan from commercial bank. 

Plantation of fruit trees is now ga1n1n 
popularity. Several households own trees lik 
jackfruits, mango, guava, lemon, cashewnut and 
plants like banana, papeya etc. by their own eff or 

shown in Table VIII. Most of them sell th 
urplus produce of these trees and plants fo 
dditional income. Most of the households gr 

vegetables like gourd, pumpkin. peas, lady's Imoer 
tc. during rainv season mostlv for their own 

consumption. 
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Women have knowledge about making toys 
and mats of different sizes with multi-coloured 
designs from the date-palm leaves which they 
purchase from the people of Khajuria caste of the 
locality. Toys are sold while mats are primarily 
meant for their own use. Moreover they have 
knack for knitting and embroidery work. Now 
some of the Kela girls are undergoing training in 
tussar reeling in the Training Centre at Rasulgarh, 
sponsored by the Khadl and Village Industry 
Board. 

Their income from snake-charming, tattoo· 
ing and sale of herbal medicines and amulets 1s on 
the decrease. As tattooing has become out of 
fashion there is so to say no income from this 
source. Use of herbal medicines and amulets has 
also become very unpopular. Previously they used 
to earn suff iciently from different sources and 
therefore were able to save something. But now 
a-days the situation has changed and they are in 
want and Jiving even from hand to mouth h 
been very dif f icult. 

Table VII 
Classification of households by size of land 

holding. 
SI Size-Class of land 
o. holdlno (1n acre) 

Percentaoe t 
total hou ... ..,- 
hol 

1. Wuhm one acr 
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1 2 3 4 

2. Between 1.0 ac. to 
2.5 ac. 6 2.25 
Between 2 .5 ac. to 
3 ac. 2 0.75 

4. Above 3 ac 
5 No land 226 8496 

Total 266 100.00 

Table VIII 
Possession of fruit trees - 

S. Type of trees No. of house- No. of 
o. hold owning trees 

1. Jackfruit 19 27 
2. Mango 38 52 

. Guava 1 1 
4 Cashewnut 14 54 

5. Lemon l 1 
Papeya 8 

7. Tamarind 7 7 

. Date-palm 5 5 
Barakoli 2 2 

10. Banana 9 32 

11. Jamu 2 2 

12. Palmolin 1 1 

• 



SOCIAL ORGANiSATION 

The Kela community is strictly endogamous 
end marriage in the same settlement is not appro 
ved. All the households in the settlement are 
closely related to one another by blood. 

The family among the Kelas is the smallest 
social unit and primarily responsible for providing 
nourishment, food and protection to its members. 
The elders of the family transmit the knowledg 
skill and secrets to its younger generation for 
carrying on their traditional occupations 

The form and size of the family have con 
siderable influnce on social interaction, socialisa 
tion and economic life of individuals. The types 
of family and its composition are given in Table 
Vlll. The simple nuclear family which is cornoo 
sed of husband, wife and their dependant unmarr 
ied children is found in large majority ( 
If this is taken together with th 
nuclear f armly having husband 
(27 .44~ ~), it becomes 92.10 per cent. 
is considered ideal and al 

ty. Neolocality is the g 

nl 
m 

their 

oy 
hou 
his parent 

marri 
heh 
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enough, gets remarried since it is considered 
disgrace to remain without having a life partner. 
There are 21 broken households having widow or 
widower with or without children and dependant 
siblings. 

The size of household varies from one 
member to ten members with an average of 3.44 
members. From Table IX it is seen that there 
are 12 households having only one member each. 
As many as 63 per cent of the total households 
have 2 to 4 members each Households having 5 
to 7 members each constitute 40.60 per cent and 
those having 7 to 10 members claim a negligibl 
percentage of 1.66 only. Nuclear families which 
are smaller in size are most numerous. 

After marriage, each adult man is entitled 
to have his own house and hearth independen ti 
with the consent and cooperation of his parents 
in-law. Since they are patrilineal the husband i 
the owner and head of the household. He repre- 
ents his household in the community and inherit 
parental property alonqwith other brother 
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The husband and wi! e with their depdnda 
nts work together as a team for the maintenance 
of their family. Together they go out on seasonal 
migration, provided there is no such situation 
which may warrant the presence of the wife in 
the native village. The wife is the custodian of 
the family purse and all earning members of the 
family have to deposit the daily income with her 
for family expenses. Without her approval the 
husband will not venture to spend anything 
from it. 

The husband-wife relationship among them 
is very informal and friendly with an accent of 
equality. Even at the time of mformal or formal 
gathering of the village elders the women hav 
freedom to participate in the deliberations. On 
many occasions more commonly when they are 
1n camp the husband helps his wife in fetching 
water and cooking meals which are the pnmary 
duties of the wife. Both husband and wife ar 
equally responsible for the selection of supouses 
for their children. Although the husband is th 
head of the family. he always consults his wif e in 
lmost all matters concerning the tamily. 

Parents are primarily responsible for th 
training of their children in their traditional econo 
mic activities. They guide their son and d 
in-law for a year or so f ollowinq their marnage in 
arning their hvehhood. The f amlly is solely respo- 
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nslble for the celebration of most of the reliqiou 
festivals. 

lnspite of mutual cooperation ano cornpa 
nionship there are occurances of quarrels and 
conflicts between husband and wife on 
grounds of laziness, suspicious character and bad 
temper. In the past quarrels and conflicts oer ween 
husband and wife generally ended with divorc 
On such occasions, the aggrieved woman with 
her personal belongings had to goto her paren 
till a compormise was reached or a divorc 
effected. The aggriev€ d husband has to seek 
approval of the Caste-Council for a divorce oeror 
marrying another woman. But the Caste-council 
took a big hand by imposing pecuniary punish 
ment on the couple involved in quarrels, conflic 
and divorce, which were considered very degrA 
ding socially by the neighbouring castes. Now on 
can find Kela f am1ltes leading harmonious and 
conjugal life. 

The next bigger unit 1s the lineage which 1 
called Kutumba. The lineage is a patnhn 
mEmbership of which rests on descen 
males from a common ancestor. The mem 

1neage group are bound to 
nerations only. Thus 

nted into several hn 
The primary function 
beserve death ritual or u 
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Apart from this and occasional cooperation 1n 
family functions and in camp life, the lineage ha 
no other role to play. Even marriage within th 
lineage which is commonly restricted among many 
castes and communities is allowed in their society. 

The Kela recognize four patrilineal descent 
groups known as Bandhu. These are Nandaguru 
Prasad, Parmanik and Naik. Each Bandhu group 
is believea to have descended from a common 
ancestor as mentioned in the story of their origin 
arlier. Like lineage, these groups are neither 

~ndogamous nor exogamous. There is no symbo 
or any other insignia attached to any Bandhu 
roup. In a group there are several lineages. 

Status differentiation among these Sandhu groups 
is absent. Previously a person from the Nanda· 
guru group was required to act as the priest in 
the marriage ceremony of the members. But this 
has been discontinued and now a male and femal 
member from each of the Bandhu groups act 
jointly as priests and priestress in the marriag 
ceremony. The earlier practice of selection of 
male person from the Prasad Sandhu group as 
1\llardar to distribute wine among the village elders 
on behalf of the bridegroom's f amity at the tim 
of marriage ceremony is still continuin"'. 

Apart from thls, the most siqniftc 
d by these Bondhu groups may be m 

the time of communal aatherinas on th 

rol 

n 
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of the meetings of the Caste-Council and at the 
time of performing. Marriage ceremony and pur+ 
ficatory rites for readmitting an outcasted person 
into the castefold. Male members representing 
each of the Bandhu groups must be present on 
these occasions. 

No meeting of the Caste-Council or the 
celebration of a marriage or purificatory rites can 
be held in the absence of representatives of th 
Bandhu groups. Each Bandhu group has to select 
a prestigious and influential male member to act 
as its leader on these occasions. 

The pattern of kinship system among th 
Kelas excepting a few peculiar features is more or 
less similar to those found among the neighbou 
ring Oriya Castes. There is joking relationship and 
familiarity between the grand children and grand 
parents of both maternal and paternal lines and 
between a man and his wife's younger sister. But 
the joking relationship of a man with his elder 
brother's wife and with wife's younger sister 
which is commonly observed among many Oriya 
Castes is absent among them. 

Avoidance bet ween a woman and her 
husband's elder brother and husband's maternal 
uncle common to Oriya cast 
among the Kelas. Avoldance relationshio between 
mother-in-law and son-in-law- between a man 
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and his wife's elder or younger sister, between a 
man and his elder or younger brother's wife is 
observed. 

The pattern of reciprocal avoidance bet 
ween these relatives includes non-utterance of 
each other's name and non-acceptance of food 
from hand to hand. 

As marriage within the same group living 
in the same settlement is permitted, individuals 
are bound one to the other by multiple interlooking 
ties and all of them have face-to-face relationship. 
Besides the network of relationships in kinship 
and affinity, some of them enter the bond friend 
ship with one another within their own group. 

Kinship terminology 

The kinship terminology used by the Kelas 
is more or less like that of their Oriya neighbours 
and is characterised by preponderance of classi 
ficatory terms. The terminologies used for th 
paternal and maternal kins are given here. 

Terms of relationship Terms of ref er enc 

Father 
Father's father 
Father's mother 
Father's elder brother 

Baba, Bap 
Dada 
Ae 
Jetha 
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1 2 

Father's younger brother 
Father's elder sister 
Fathe'r younger sister 
Mother 
Mother's fat her 
Mother's mother 

Kaka 
Pisi 
isi 

Ma 
Dada 
Ae 

Mother's brother Mamu 
Mother's sister (elder, younger) Bada Mansi. 

Sana Mansi 
Father· s brother's son Bhai 
(Older than age) 
Father's brother's son 
(younger than age) 
Father's brother's daughter 
Father's sister's son 
Father's sister's daughter 
Mother's brother's son 
Mother's brother's daughter 
Mother's sister's son 
Mother's sister's daughter 
Brother (elder) 
Brother (younger} 
Brother's son (elder brother's) 
Brother's son 
(younger brother's) 
Sister (elder) 
Sister (younger) 
Elder sister's son 
ounger sister's son 

Bhai 

Didi 
Bhai 
Didi 
Bhai 
Didi 
Bhai 
Didi 
Sada bhai 
Chota bhai 
Putur 
Putur 

didl 

hanal 
hana] 
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1 2 

Elder sister's daughter 
Younger sister's daugh~r 

Son 
ons daughter 

Son's son 
Daughter 
Daughter's son 
Daughter's daughter 

Husband 
Husband's father 
Husband's mother 
Husband's elder brother 
Husband's younger brother 
Husband's elder sister 
Husband's younger sister 
Wife 
Wife's father 
Wife's mother 
Wife's elder brother 
Wife's elder sister 
Wile's younger brother 
Wife's younger sister 
Father's sister's husband 
Father's elder brother' wif 

Bhaniji 

Bhaniji 

Po 
atuni 

ati 

Jht 
Nati 
atuni 

Marad 
Sasur 
Saudi 
Bhasur 
Diar 
Nanand 
Chota Nanand 
Me 
Sasur 
Saudi 
Bade Sal 
Bhuasuni 
Chot 
SaH 

Jeth 
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1 2 

Father's younger brothers 
wife 
Mother's brother's wife 

Mother's elder sister's 
husband 
Mother's younger sister's 
husband 
Elder brother's wife 
Younger brother's wife 
Sister's husband elder sister's 

Sister's (younger) husband 
Husband's {eider's brother's) 
wife 
Husband's younger brother's 
wife 
Husband's sister's husband 
Wife's brother's wife 
Wife's sister's husband 
Son's wif 
Son's wif e's fat her 
Son's wife's mother 
Daughter's husband 
Daughter's husband's fat her 
Daughter's husbands 
mother 

Kakima 

~ami 

ousa 

Mousa 

Bada bhauja 
Chota bhauja 
Bahato 

Bahato 

Ja 

Ja 
nadei 

Salabhau) 
Sadu 
Bohu 
Samadi 
- madun, 
Jernei 
... m 

maaun 



71 

1 2 

Husband's brother' son Putura 

Husband's brother's daughter Jhiari 

Husband's sister's son Putura 

Husband's sister's daughter Jhiari 

Wife's brother's son Putura 

Wife's brother's daughter Jhiari 

Wife's sister's son Putura 

Wife's sister's daughter Jhiari 

Husband's father's fat her Dada 

Husband's father's mother Ae 

Step mother Ma 

• 



LIFE CYCLE 

Birth : 
The life cycle from birth to death among 

the Kelas shows several special features which 
distinguish them from the neighbouring castes. 
The normal attitude towards pregnancy is a 
matter of pride and rejoicing. When a woman 
misses her monthly menstrual flow and som 
other minor signs indicate conception she has to 
take care about certain things for the safety of 
own self she should neither see any corpse nor 
attend funeral. She should not go to temple and 
cremation ground. She is expected to do her 
normal work till the seventh month after which 
she must abstain from heavy work. If it is th 
first pregnancy. she should not take fish or meat 
of any kind. 

he parents-in-law are expected to b 
present at home at the time of delivery of their 
f irst grand child The parents of the pregnant 
woman pref er a female issue to a male one. Th 
dehvery is conducted by a village midwife belong 
ing to their own caste in the living house of th 
family One or two exper enced women remain 
present to assist the midwife. If any complication 
rises. the pregnant woman 1s shifted to the 
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nearest hospital. A knife is used for cutting th 
umbihcal cord by the midwife or the paternal 
rand-mother of the baby. The placenta with the 
umbilical cord is put in an earthen pot and is 
buried in their kitchen garden or outside. Th 

by is annointed with turmeric paste mixed 
with mustard 011 and washed. There-after the 
laying-in room is cleaned by the midwife and the 
other women present. 

The birth pollution lasts for 12 days in 
case of a male child and for 21 days in case of 
fem ale child. During this period, the family m •.. - 
mbers are not allowed to take part in any religiou 
rites. The father of the baby should not cut his 
hair and nails. The mother should not leave th 
baby and go out. She should not cook or go to 
other parts of the hous 

On the fifth day called Enturi ut ha the 
house is cleaned with cowdung water and clothes 
re washed. The goddess Seth: is worshipped b 
he midwife. Fried rice and boiled rice are collect 
d from five other families for offering to th 
oddess. On this day an experienced woman puts 
he marks of burns made by a heated iron nai 
t four points around the umbilical cord prepared 
r the purpose so that the baby will not suffer 

rom indigestion and dysentery. Sometimes th 
y 1s otven a name on this d 
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On the twelveth day called Bara-jatra in 
case of a male baby or on the twentyfirst day 
(Ekusia) in case of a female baby the final purifi 
catory rites are performed. On this day th 
mother takes her bath and washes her clothes. 
The fat her cu ts his hair and pares his nails by 
himself. Food is prepared by the midwife and th 
women who attended the deli very and som 
lderiy members of the village are fed sumptu 

ously. On this day the name of the baby is given 
if it is not done earlier. 

Child care and Training 

When the child is less than six months old, 
the mother generally does not accompany her 
husband in seasonal migration but stays back in 
the village. When the baby becomes eight to nin 
moths old, cereal food in addition to mother's 
rrulk is given for the first time Breast feeding als 
continues till the baby is 2 years old if the mother 
does not have another baby within this period. 
The baby is not given any special food, but tak 
common food prepared for other members of th 
family. A child is not carried habitually. When 
the mother goes out the child Is left at home/ 
camp in the care of older children or anv reli: 
person. The baby sleep 

f 3 years. if the latter does not h 
hild hy then General 

tocether till thev t\rP. 9 to lU veer 
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care of the children is taken by the parents for 
their cleanliness. 

After the age of 10 years male children of 
different families sleep in night together in som 
place lying vacant in the village. Similarly th 
female children do the same thing in a different 
place. A widower's house is generally used by the 
boys and a widow's house by girls as places for 
sleeping in the night. Here they acquire som 
knowledge about their traditional economic purs 
uits and caste-rules by mutual discussion. Older 
boys and girls narrate their experiences in camps 
ef ore the young ones. 

The boys who do not attend school remain 
with their fat her constantly to learn the techniqu 
es of the risky craftsmanship of snake-charming 
It is the duty of the father or in his absence elder 
brother or paternal or maternal uncle to train up 
the boys to earn their livelihood in future. Simila 
rly the mother or in her absence elder sister or 
paternal or maternal aunt has to train up the girl 
through formal and informal instruction from tim 
to time. While they go out in seasonal migration. 
the boys and girls accompany the group in which 
their parents or in their absence maternal or p,.,_ 
rnal uncle's f amily or elder brother's f arruly h 

Joined. The boys observe and assist the adul 
males in showing their performances. Similarly th 
iris observe the activities of the adult females for 
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acquiring knowledge of traditional 
activities. 

conomic 

Besides this informal training at home. the 
Kelas have recently developed interest in givin 
education to their children. They now pref er 
emploment in service and business for their chil 
dren to traditional economic pursuits. Women ar 
now not going out on seasonal migration in lar 
number as in the past, but staying back in th 
village to look after the children who at ten 
school. At present about 35 per cent of children 
of the school-going age group of 4-14 years ar 
attending schools. 

Marriage · 

Among the Kelas, marriage is not merely 
matter which concerns the boy and girl who ar 
married, but it is equally a matter of great concern 
of the f amity and of the caste. The caste strict! 
forbids and severely punishes marriage with any 
u tsiders whether belonging to higher castes or 

lower castes or with relatives in 
degree. Those who marrv ou tsid 
are outcasted. In case of 
utside the caste, ther 

their readmission to the c 
is possllbe only after the death 
f his non-Kela wif 

1flcator ut ,n c 
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marrying outside the caste, she is ou tcasted for 
good and readmission is never allowed. Simil 
ny person marrying a relative of a prohibi tiv 

degree is excommunicated but readmitted at ter 
performing the purificatorv rites. 

onogamy is ideal end also reality in th 
Kela society Out of 243 married males none h 
more then one wife. This is because a Kel 
woman does not tolerate co-wife. Neolocality 1 

the general rule, for it is considered proper that a 
newiy married couple set up a new residence 

rt from their parental home, preferably in 
homestead land alloted by the boy's f armly. But 
there are some exceptional cases where boy 
after marriage have moved to take up residenc 
near wife's family. This happens occasionally 1n 
case of boys who have no parents. During th 
first year of their marriage, the newly marned 
couple are guided by their parents. If the coupl 
will go out in their seasonal migration, parents o 
the bovs and the girls join the same group. 

As mention out the Sapu 

a_ 
n persons of un rouos 1~- 
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ween younger and older persons is considered 
indecent and not appropriate. In the third place. 
the pref crentral marriages such as cross-coustn 
parallel-cousin on both father's and mother's 
lines, levirate and sororate are not in voque. 
Lastly, the selection of mate is made from among 
the familiar faces within the settlement but no 
outside it. 

In the selection of mates, the consent of 
both the boy and the girl is primary and the rol 
of the parents and neighbours in their selection is 
secondary. However, the boy and the girl gener,.. 
lly take the approval from their parents more 
particularly from the mother before the final 
selection of mates is made. 

The marriage takes pf ace after the girl 
attends her puberty and the age at first marriage 
varies from 18 to 22 years 1n case of the boys 
and 15 to 20 years in case of the girls. Child 
marriage is never parctised although parents 
sometimes select mates for sons and daughters 
even before they are matured. In such cases, th 
prospective bride before attending pubert 
expected to attend to the domestic duties in th 
day time in the boy's family. She gets her foo 

• • " • I r 

m 0 
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spend the night there. Families of the prospective 
bride and bridegroom join together and go out on 
seasonal migration. This continues till her marri- 
ge which generally takes place after one year 
from the day she attains puberty. While selecting 
spouses factors like age. efficiency and skill in 
arning livelihood and physique are taken into 

consideration by both the boys and girls and also 
by their parents. As a general rule, the bride 
groom is older in age than the bride at their first 
marriage. But in cases of second or subsequent 
marriages after widowhood of divorce sometimes 
the husband may be younger than his wife. 

Divorced men and women and widows an 
widowers can remarry. Soon af tcr the death of 
the husband or separation by divorce, an abl 
odied woman gets herself married as it is consi 

dered disgrace to her not having husband. In such 
types of marriages, no regular marriage procedur 
is f oJlowed. Presentation of a saree, bangles and 
vermlhon mark given by the man on the forehead 
of woman are enouah for them to live as husband 
nd wif ~. 

After selecting a spouse. th 
r in th 

compan y 

ner 
h 

If l t l 
th 

If t 



girrs parents give their consent for the marriage 
the boy's parents inform the Caste-Council abou 
it. All marriages, now-a days are celebrated 1n 
the village but never in the camp as was occasi- 
onally done in the past. 

Parents of both the boy and the girl con 
sult the village astrologer belonging to the Noh 
caste in the locality and fix the auspiciou 
for the marriage. In the past marriages 
performed on any day of the year ar was suitab 
for it. When the date for the marriage is fixed, 
oth the par hes formally inform the Caste-council 

for eop.oval. The boy's parents have to deposi 
Rs. 16/- and the girl's parents Rs. 13/- with th 
caste-council which selects a boy married or un 
married and an unmarried girl from each of th 
Bandhu-groups excluding those to which th 
bridegroom and the bride belong to act as th 
priest and priestess. If the marriage takes plac 
between persons of one Sandhu-group, a boy an 

irl are selected from each of the remamin 
three Sandhu groups. If the marnage is takin 

between two Bandhu-group~ priests an 
priestess are selected from other two Ban 
groups 

In th hem h 

r her 
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marriage. Eoth the bride and the bridegroom 
observe fasting till the last rite of the marriag 
performed. All village elders both male and f amal 
present ,n the village should suspend their normal 
works to participate in the marriage ceremony. 
l f any body does not do so without Justified 
ground, he or she is to pay Rs. 11- as fine to th 
aste council. All the village elders, assemble at 
the marriage platform which is constructed in th 
village street close to the bridegroom ·s house. A 
person called M.1rder is selected from the Pros 
Bandhu-group to distribute wine and betel to 
ach of the village elders on behalf of the bride 
groom 's family. In the meantime the priestess 
should have arranged two garlands, a little qua 
ntity of turmeric powder and vermilion for 
use in the marriage rites When all persons are 
served with liquor and betel, the priest and pries- 

~s handover a garland, turmeric paste and 
vermilion to the bridegroom. In an winnowing 
an they also handover 4 pieces of betel, sandal 
wood paste and flowers to the cas tee ou ncil. 
Thereafter they go with flower and sandal wood 

• paste for distribution among the family member 
of the bride. Thereafter they return to the bride- 
room 's house. 

The bridegroom dressed with new dhoti 
nd shirt of white colour and occesionelly with 

ceremonial cap is taken in a procession by th 
riests and priP-~tesses accornoamed hv vlllacer 
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to the house of the bride. The procession 1 

by a band of musicians belongino to their own 
caste. The priestess and other girls present on 
occasion sing marriage songs. They return 
the bride and bridegroom to the latter's h 
On reaching the bridegroom ·s place the brid 
bridegroom are conducted to the marri 
form for undergoing necessary rituals of t 
mony. First of a11 bridegroom with his [ 
is required to anoint turmeric paste on th 
hand of the bride & the latter with her rtoh 
on the left hand of the for mer. 
exchange garlands. The newt y 
respect first to the bridegroom's parents, 
the bride's parents and finally to the v.!1 
Then they sit on the marriage platfrom 
vmq gifts from the relatives and invi 
time of giving 91f ts the guests h 
which items are given to th 
which to the bride. Now-a-days gifts includ 
bicycle, radio, watch and electnc fan. etc. Th 
guests and relatives present on the occasion ar 
entertained with festive meals bv the bncteoroo 
family. 

In the past cnvor 
ng th 
CC 

bl 

n 



(b) Idleness 
(c) Sexual misconduct 
(d) Disrespect to parents-in-law on either sid 
(e) Infection of incurable diseases 
(f) Barrenness 
(g) Marital tension and unhappiness 

Although these were the most common 
grounds on which divorce was sought and caste 
council was approached for approval, there wer 
a number of other factors which effected divorce. 
There might be a pressure from the wife's mother 
and her kinsmen and influence of the new lover 
who live 1n the same village. Moreover legal 
procedure was easy and legal charges were mini 
mal to obtain a divorce easily w, th as htt) 
tigma or scandal as possible. 

The final decision regarding divorc 
taken by the caste-council in a meeting attende 

village elders belonging to all Bandhu groups. 
The matter is ref erred to the caste counci 

f Rs. 2/- either bv the husband 
wife who seeks divorce. A ver 

procedure is adopted ,n executing 
the first instance. the council m 
reconcile the differences and 1f 

d the husband, the wife an 
re asked to 
hich h 

,mpl 
rce. A 

r 

uncil n nc .. -, 

n .. ~. 
l 

l o 
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council calls both the husband and the wife an 
gives a piece of straw to each of them for oertor 
ming the symbolical action 
marriage tie. At first the husband severs th 
straw into two pieces. While doing so he utters. 
from today onwards I will have no rela tionshi 

with so and so as my wife" The wife also 
the same thing uttering the same thing a 
done by her husband. Then comes the turn o · 
one member from each of the Sandhu groups f 
severing the piece of straw as an expression 
pproval of the council to dissolve the matnm .. - 
nial allianc ..... 

Out of the amount of Rs. 2/- deposi 
the mover the council retains a rupee and th 
mover is paid a rupee. The wife 1s r 
rn all the ornaments & other varu 
to her by the husband and her parent 
thereafter goes back to her paren 

ho has been divorced h 
long to th 

n- 
u- 

there is an inf ant 
he baby with her for nourshm 
year of age. T 
The fat her h 
mother and 1n their 
hildren till hi 

I) 

.,. . 

•om 
his sist 
The 

nan 
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When such was the state of affairs t 
Kela leaders became aware of the impact of freau 
n t divorce on the children. The neighbourrn 

non-Kela population looked down upon them ro 
uch a disgracing practice. They passed a resolu 
tion in their caste council in 1962 to allo 
divorce on only genuine grounds. Even though 
tlte rate of divorce came down, 1t could not 
stopped totally. However. divorce has been 
strictly banned since 197 4. The rate of 
1n 1968 was as high as 30 per cent. At that tam 
there were 163 married male persons with their 
wives. Among then 42 persons have faced 
divorce once in their life time, 9 person 
and 4 persons thrice Out of 72 cases of divort .. "', 
in 39 cases males demanded divorce and in th 
rest the females. At present there are 245 married 
couples. Among them only 32 males an 
females laced divorce before 1973 In addition to 
the public condemnation and d.sf avour there ar 

other factors resconsible for the fall in 
rate ot divorc •... 
not get much scope t 
tat tooinq as thev used 
sult th 

ndent 
mpany th 

use th 

t 

nt oo 
from 

'\ 

n 

n 
. In such 



pendent outlook have gon 
hink of divorce. Lastly, the 
caste council have worked 
he cases of divorce in check. 

nd they now do not 
inf unctions of th 
ff cctivelv to ke 

Death rites 

When a person dies, the news spread 
immediately in the whole village come to 
house of the deceased and make arr anqernen 
for the cremation. The members of all the tour 
Bandhu•groups must be present during the crcrn ..... - 
non. If the members or any Sandhu-group ar 
not available at that time. somebody from an 
other group should be selected to represent it. I 
nv adult male though present in the village 1s 

found avoiding to participate on this occasi..n 
without satisfactory reasons. he 1s fined Rs. 1/- 
y the caste council. 1 he crops 

a piece of doth and carried to th 
ground by the male mern 
tobacco-container, um brell 
used by the deceased are also carri 

rpse. women & children are also alto 
ncipate in the cremation lJn r 
ion ground, a pit of 6' in len 
2r deep in east 
members. In th 

n res 

pr 

nd ctr 
ndal 

inside the 01t an put in 

ion 

th 

,. 

n 
l 

l 
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with face upward and head towards th 
They put coins near the corpse in all directions s 
that the spirit of the deceased will not bring trou 
ble to the villagers. All the belongings taken with 
the corpse are put by the side of corpse in the pl •. 
The eldest son of the deceased or in his 
any male member of the family or the Jin 
throws a handful of soil f irst and other oersons 
present follow him to fill up the pi •. 

On the way back to the village an person 
who went to the burial ground, take bath 
come back to the deceased house. Her 
body purifies his/her body by sprinkhn 
water over and taking a few drops of it Th 
also inhale the smoke coming out of burn in 
neem leaf to avoid the wrath of the spmt of th 
deceased The deceased's f arruly feed 
fried-rice if available The mournin 
for nine days during which all mem 
deceased's lineage (kutumba) 
oil or ghee ,n food and from eating non 
rian diet. During this period thcv al 
perform any rituals. On the runeth 
are cleaned with water mixed with c 
clothes are washed. On th 

t 
t 

h. Simtl 
bath \AJhi thina on h C 
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fish and keep it in a pot containing wa ter. In 
cond pot ghee mixed with honey 1s kept. Arter 

taking bath each member drinks a h 
from the first pot and takes a little quantity of 
ghee mixed with honey as a purificatory m 
On returning home they cook their food and 
there is no restriction for usino in food. 

On the eleventh day, the deceased's Iarruly 
arrange a feast for all members of th 
and also for those who accompanied th 
to the burial ground. If the deceased's 
cannot afford, in that case the tin 
rs contribute in the sh 

has to 
lineag 
corps 
family 
mem· . 
Either meat or fish is served along wun other 
items of food cooked on this occasion to entertain 
the agnates. First the members of other thr 
Bandhu-groups are fed and then all others presen 
take their food. The chief mourner offers food 
betel and drink to the spirit of the deceased at 
the burial ground on this day. 
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RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES 

The religious beliefs and practices of the 
Kelas are more or less the same as that of th 
low caste Hindus. They pray and worship 
number of deities starting from high Gods and 
oddesses to local ones and minor deities of 
indu pantheon and observe a number of Hindu 
tivals round the year. 

They worship Lord Krishna and Lord Siva tor 
af ety and protection from deadly serpents which 
they deal with constantly. They worship Godde 
Durga 1n her various manifestations and tncarna 
tions such as Goddess Bhagavoti of Banpur and 
Mongolo of Kakatpur in Puri district and Chand, o 
Cut tack town for safety and security and also for 
uccess in their traditional craftsmanship ot sn 
play. They worship Goddess Loxmi on 
--r iursday in the month of Morgosiro f rxovernoer- 
Oecember). Their village deity named Noho#conr 

with Gocidess Durga. She is represen 
hrine. Th 

nnt 

in their 
i 

hip th 



90 

presiding deities of different areas which they visit 
for catching snakes. They also worship Yama for 
the safety and welfare of their children. It is very 
common practice among them to pray and make 
vows before the Goddess with promise to sacrifice 
fowls for the success in snake-charming expedi 
tions or for recovery from illness. 

They worship their ancestor-spirits who 
are believed to have considerable influence over 
the living members. It is the belief that thes 
spirits help in bringing success in their aconorruc 
pursuits, enjoying a healthy Hf e provided they ar 
worshipped regularly on festive occasions. Thes 
spirits are believed to have their abode in th 
auspicious pillar that was erected or the first slab 
of stone laid ceremonially at the time of th 
construction of the house. Like the living being 
they are believed to move about and watch th 
activities of the people. The oldest male member 
of the family worships the ancestor spirits on 
every festive occasion at home and off er food and 
drink to please them. The annual cycle of relioi 
ous festivals observed by the Kelas is given below 
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On the Mahavisuua Sankranti which falf 
in mid-April coincides with the new year's day of 
Oriya Calender, the Kelas like their Hindu neigh 
bours worship their ancestor spirits. Foods liked 
by them are offered to them with drinks and 
tobacco to keep them in cheerful dtsposition. On 
this occasion the box containing amulets and 
herbal medicines is washed and worshipped and a 
fresh piece of root of Bairamuli ( Clerodendron 
inforunatum ) plant kept in the box to make the 
medicines more effective. 

The Roja parab which is commonly obser 
ved by almost all Hindu castes of Orissa for three 
consecutive days in mid-June is also celebrated - by the Kelas. AU persons should return from their 
camps to the village atleast eight days prior to 
this festival, least the caste-council imposes a cash 
fine of Rs. 20/- to each of the defaulting head of 
the households. This is a f estiva] of rejoicing and 
merry making. All persons suspend all their eco 
nomic activities. Prior to this festival houses are 
repaired and cleaned. Most of them particularly 
children and women put on new dresses. Festive 
rneaJs with fish or meat preparations are taken. 
Children. young boys and girls spend their time 
in playing, swinging and singing. It is at this time 
that the caste-council is held to adjudicate cases 
of breach of caste rules, make new rules, finalize 
ccounts of the council and discuss matters conce 

rning the village including measures to be taken 



5 

for the solution of various problems which the 
people face in the village. The people also spend 
the time leisurely and in gossiping their experiences 
in the camp life. 

The Khudurikuni Osa is observed by the 
unmarried girls in the month of Bhadrab (August 
September). It is a local festival of the State 
observed in honour of Goddess Mango/a In 
memory of the sailor traders popularly known as 
Sadhabas who used to visit different countries 
overseas for trading this f es ti val is observed. The 
unmarried girls of the village form several groups 
observe the festival in some vacant houses of 
the village separately. An image of Goddess 
Mango/a is purchased from the local market alone 
with the offering materials like coconut, cucu • 
mber, flat rice, mollasses, etc. All participants hav 
to contribute equally towards the expenses of th 
worship. The f es ti val is observed 1n the evening 
of each Sunday of the month. On these days the 
participants remain fas ting in the day time and 
break their fast after the worship is over at night. 
They decorate the image with flowers One of th 
girl acts as the priestess, offers the initial worship, 
while others sing the Khudurlk uni songs jointly. 
This is followed by the concluding worship. All 
participants and also the married women an 
children if present, are given Prasad to eat. Th 
unmarned girls break their fas ting by earlnq rrosaa. 
Thereafter they may spend some time ,n sinom 
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other songs and merry making. The same imag 
of Goddess Mangala is retained for similar worship 
on the subsequent three Sundays of the month. 
Finally, the image is taken in a procession after th 
worship on the last Sunday for immersion in th 
pond. The purpose of this festival is to invoke the 
blessings of Goddess Mangala for the welfare of 
the brothers of the participants. 

Dasarha is another festival which is also 
observed with great pomp solemnity in the month 
of Asunn (September-October). Those who ar 
out on snake catching expedition have to com 
back to the viJlage eightdays prior to the Dasarha. 
Otherwise they have to pay a fine of Rs. 20/- t 
the Caste-Council. During this time the communal 
worship of their village deity named Nabakon! is 
held by the village priest (Kalisi) who belongs to 
their own group. Each household contributes in 
cash towards the expenses of the worship. Th 
deity is worshipped daily frcm the seventh day 
to Vijaya Dasomi Day. Individual household 
offer coconuts and fruits to the deity and parti 
cipate in the worship. Those who have been cured 
f rem diseases, those who have achieved succes 
in catching snakes and those who have escaped 
accidents during the last year make special offe 
rings according to the vows made. Cocks ar 
generally sacrificed on behalf of indivtdual housr ..• 
holds 

During this 
uncll 1s held 

ccaston meeting of t 
lscuss caste ma t ters and t 
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problems of the village They hold informal discu 
sions among themselves about their experienc 

·n different places they visited for catching snak 

On this special occasion of Dasorho, they ren 
ovate their tools and equipments and make new 
ones. The snake baskets are given ·u• mark with 
verrnillion and are sanctified by waving incen 
round them. 

The festival of Pimpae An1ovasya which 1 

the same as the Dipauali Amouasya of the Cast 
Hindus is celebrated at the household level. Thi 
is the time when the ancestral spirits are worshi 
pped by offering specially prepared foods. On th: 
ccasion the Kelas clean their houses and at nigh 

the eldest male member of each household light 
kounria (stem of Jute plant) sticks and offers food, 
drink and narcotics to the ancestral spirits. At th 
nd of the puja he proceeds to the source of 
water where the ancestral spirits are left to rest 
Those who are in the camp may also perform 
this festival in the same manner. 

d worshipping God 
1th like their hindu 

ne1ucts th 



for this purpose by off enng flower, cocon 
rrnllion and incense. They repeat this or 

Thursdav of the month and pray for wealth an 
prospent 

Several married women form a group to cos- 
rve Baio Osa in the month of PuH1 (December 

(January). On every Sunday the 
ctively perform the worship in the villaae-street 
by offering frie:l rice, molasses and co 
Yama for the protection of their children. 
not observed 

t of the households visit the shrin 
ngr,la located in their own vlll 

in the neiqhbour inq v.llages on every Tues 
he month of Chor.o (March-April) and offer nrav 

and fruits and flowers. Those who have reco 
vered from illness or hav 
ome work for which th 

ff er sornathlnq to th 
r off enng the material 

these occasions th 
their tamtty mernn 

arlier 
deity visit th 

to d 
the w 

. h- 
shrin 
so. 0 
far 

They worship Lord Swa like their Hin 
urs in the mornin 

month of Karti 
purpose they go to the temples of Lord Siva l 
d in the neighbouring Padasahi and Kalreh 
di 



OCIAL STATU 

The Kela form one of the vulnerable grou 
f the Scheduled Castes of the Sate. Since they 
re a wandering group of people habituated t 

cook their meals at diff erent places under pollu 
ting conditions they are treated by the clean cast 

ntouchable. As pointed out earlier they were 
non-producing community wanderinq from 

place to place to earn their livelihood primarily b 
nake-charming and begging. Because of their 
onorruc dependency on others they are consi 
red parasites But 1n course of time they h 

hanged their nomadic habit and have becom 
rmanent residents of the present habitat. 1~0 

they have permanent immovable assets like hou 
nd lands and have made systematic attempt·· 
through their Caste Council headed by enlightened 
leaders to bring about various ref or ms in thei 

Thev have given up some of their cultu 
considered degrading bv them 

ou rs. They are now 
mic pursuits like acr icultur n 

nd \ rv _...,,..rn n .... 

chedul 
t 

the K 

in the mid 
cheduled 
hedu] 

n). tne l-'an 

number o( 
h 

r .... , . 



100 

Dhoba (Washermen), the Chamar (Toddy extr ..• - 
ctors). the Bauri and the Kandara and among th 
Sch. Tribes, the Savar and the Munda are found 
in the neighbouring villages. The Brahmin, th 
Khandayat, the Karan, the Gouda (Milkmen), th 
Barik (Barbers), the Gudia (Sweet-makers), th 
Teli (Oilmen), the Bania (Goldsmith), the Kumbhar 
(Potters), the Kamar (Black-smiths), the Kansari 
(Bell-metal workers) and the Kachara (Glass bang! 
sellers) comprise the non-scheduled communities 
of the are ..... 

Being a nomadic group they had no well 
defined position in the caste hierarchy of th 
Hindu society An analysis of their present social 
status in the framework of Hindu social system 
may be of some significance since various chang 
in their traditional society have occured. As they 
tall suffer from the stigma of untouchability, 
question of getting the services of the Hindu 
rahmin. the Barber and the washerman does not 

arise. Very rarely they invite the low grad 
rahmins to officiate in the worship at the tim 

of f oundinq a new house or celebrating certain 
religious festivals like Trinatho Mela. On such 

lled for 
ring all tne materials usea in me ruio on paymen 

by the client. The duties of the barber and 
washerrnan are performed by themselv 

The wandenny habit of the Kelas which 
forces them to camp in dirty places tneir tr 
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tional occupation of snake-charming which i 
considered defiling and their habit of eating pork 
drinking wine have all added to give them th 
status of untouchables. They do not provide an 
service un like many other Scheduled Castes to 
other communities and therefore thev are consi- 
dered as parsrtes on others. 

The neighbouring communities maintain a 
distance from the Kelas. It is evident from the fac 
that not a single non-Kela family is found inhabi 
ting the Kela settlcmen t of Padmakesharipur. 
Physical contact with the Kelas by all castes 
except the Hadi and the Chamar is considered 
def 1Jing. In the past this was very riaorousl 
observed and nobody from the clean castes was 
ntering their settlement. At that time a Brahmin 
was not only to take bath and wash his cloth 
but was also required to change his sacred thr 
whenever he had physical contact by acciden 
with a Kela. Even the shadow of a Kela Iallino o 
ny person of clean caste i 

Raw vegetables and fruits touched 
now accepted although it was not th 
the past. No caste accepts water or 
food from them 
the Pana accept tobacco leaves and 

re purchesm 
r uits like manuo and jacktr 

K 
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The Kelas on the other hand ac 
ood of all types. dry food an 
castes except from the Dhoba 
Hadis. the Charnars, the Baur· 
who are included 1n the list of 
They accept tobacco leaves and "'- in 
castes except from the Hadis and the rvandara ..•. 
Toddy-dnnk sold by the Chamars 1s acceptable t 
the Kelas. Being a wandering caste they cannot 
strictly observe the caste regulations of whil 
taking food and water. 

ked 
om all 

t 

The Kelas themselves feel that their statu 
in the society is inferior to that of any clean 
caste. But they claim a status of equality with th 
Scheduled Castes living in the locality. They 
maintain distance by not accepting any food from 
them. Marital relationship with any other cast 
1s not acceptable A kela girl marrying a non 
Kela boy is expelled from the community for th 
whole life. In case of a boy 1n 

-communication from the caste 1s rev 
undergoing the punftcatory riles after desert in 
the non-Kela wife and her children, 1f any, 
irnuarty drf Iren t Scheduled Castes have the sam 

relauonshio with the Kela .... 

ncq 
no 

11 

w n 
urban cont 

mic life. enact 
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lernentation of vanou 
hool teachers an 

ela communities are mi 
he schools and th 

rving in off ices are not look 
Their Caste Council guided 
persons is making senous attempts to r 

ty by asking its members to 
ractices. The pol: ticians an 

onging to different castes are VJs1t1n 
ttlements to contact them for variou 
. Petty traders visit them to 

nd also to purchase edible fruits an 
n by them. V b 

Hare rneasur 

C 

Io m their 
p rh 

h 
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CASTE COUNCIL 

The pattern of leadersh'p among th 
which has been changing from traditon 
modernity is now elective, collective and f unc 
tional type. They have a caste council called r anc 
which is democratic in its formation as well as 1n 
its functions. The Punch is primarily responsibl 
for the management of caste matters and also for 
maintaining group cohesiveness by enforcing soci 
control. It, not only tries breaches of caste-ruL.. ... ~ 
arbitrates disputes between members and adjudi 
cates cases of theft and physical assaults but ats 
makes new caste-rules and looks after the impro 
vement in the living condition of the c 
members. 

The Ponch is h 
ular off icial 

ins tig 
d 
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fine of Rs. 5001- on Bipra for deserting his first 
wife and marrying for the second time without 
inf or ming the caste council. Being instigated by 
Bhaskar Das (who was acting as one of the 
Beheras), Bipra ref used to pay the fine. The caste 
council wanted to impose social boycott on Blpr 
but Bhaskar Das did not support it and deserted 
the caste council and formed a separate Caste 
organization under his leadership. In 197 4 a 
compromise was made and both the councils 
merged under the joint leadership of Dhruba and 
Bhaskar. Again the caste council split in 1982 
over a conflict in the management of the village 
Mahila Samitl. There was exchange of blows 
between members of the two groups one led oy 
haskar and the other by Dhruba. The polic 

booked a case which is now pending in the court. 
At that t.rne Dhruba. the most influential and 
ornmandinq Behet a was bedridden and sine 
then there are two parallel caste councils function 
ing in the settlement. The council headed 
Bhaskar Das, Anam Das and Jagu Das had onl 
40 f amities who live in the upper ward named 

nasahi. The remain.n~ 222 f amities ( \~.'h 
ng to Dhruba ·s group ) come under 

Ponch headed by Pagal Das. Som 
r n 

rival gr 
for min 

on for 
ps and there affairs to be a nosstbih 
ne Ponch . 

., ----- . IS t .... -- 
. _ nlv \.V( 11- to do nau 
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with wide knowledge of caste-matters and tradi 
tions and having intelligence, modern outlook and 
capacity to establish an efficient dialogue with the 
caste members are selected as Beher a unanimou 
sly by the village elders. They continue to hold 
their offices till the castemen have confidence in 
them. They are expected not to go out to drstant 
places but reside in the vil1age. They may go out 
to the nearby villages and towns during the day 
time to earn by showing their traditional 
craf trnenship. 

There are other functionaries like the Ko/isr 
(Priest) and the Dakua (Attendant and Messenger). 
Both these posts are also selective. The Kalis, 
officiates in the worship of their caste deities on 
behalf of the castesmen. The Dakua acts as an 
ttendant and messenger to the Ponch and i 

responsible for the publiclty by word of mouth 
the decisions of the Panch among the villaqers. 
Previously he was watching the sett!emen t 
night and was getting monthly remun 
Rs 50/- from the village fund. But thl 
iscontinued as many villagers are no 

the v.llage throughout th 
25 paise from th 
ceste council tak 
male members of their 

n 

m 

0 

im 
cislon .... 

T 
dunn 

ti) 
r, ,n th 
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Dasarah f es ti val in the month of Cctober when all 
persons returns to the village f ram their sea. on al 
migration Those who do not return by the 
scheduled date have to pay a fine of Rs. 20/- to 
he caste counci', There is no fixed place for th 
1tting of the Panch, In the meeting all adult mate 
nd female members of the group are expected to 

be present and are free to participate in the deli 
rations. All adult male members excluding the 
rvice holders and traders should come back from 

the camps on intimation to attend the meeting of 
the council at any time other than during Ra; 
Sankranti and Do sar ab, If anybody fails to do so 
he has to pay Rs. 5/- as fine. Those male members 
present 1n the village but do not attend the council 
meeting are also to pay fine. 

If any offence is committed publicly or in 
such a manner as to leave no doubt and scope for 
trial, the culprit is awarded punishment as per 
decision. If a person is suspected of a guilt, the 
caste council conducts the trial by examining th 
witnesses for the prosecution or for the defence. 
The Bebet as who act as judges and the villag 
emers as jury try to bring about a confession 
the culprit If a person under suspicion cannot 
brought to confess his/her guilt, he/she is taken to 
make vow before Jahcnio Thakurani which 
believed to be the powerful Goddess of Jamou 
n Jagatsinghpur subdivision of Cuttack district an 
protecting human being from unforeseen dang 
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llke snake-bite and attack from wild arum 
During his/her journey In the compan 
village-elder sent by the Panch, the suspect mu 
not eat or drink anything, must not attend to th 

II of nature. If he/she does so, the person i 
onsidered guilty and punished If the person 
under suspicion hesitates to do so he/sh 
considered guilty. If the suspect goes to the seat 
of the Goddess and solemnly declares his/her 
innocence before the deity, he/she is declar 
innocent. The very idea of sending the suspect 
person to such a long distance (about 15 Kms) b 

serving the restrictions mentioned above, whlch 
itself a difficulty ordeal, influences th 

considerably to confess the guilt. It i 
that the Goddess would punish him her mor 
verely by bringing diseases and death to th 
cused or to the f armly member if he/she h 

made a false declaration to establish hisrher 
lnnocenc .... 

When 
decision of th 
of the Ponch t 
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will'meet the travelling and food expenses of the 
village elders coming from the above mentioned 
villages. An appeal made by one Sura Das against 
he decision of the village Panch to pay Rs 2000/· 
s compensation to one Dharani Das, who lost his 
uitcase containing Rs. 2000/- at a time when the 
former was the custodian during a train journey 
will be adjudicated by the Higher Council dunng 
the next meeting of the higher council. 

• I 

Except for cases of breaches of caste rules 
which are considered severe and serious, pecunl 
nary punishment is awarded very commonly to 
the culprits. lf the decision of the Council is not 
obeyed within the stipulated period, the culprit 
alongwith his household is socially boycotted and 
those who will violate the decision are also ex 
communicated, but they are readmitted only after 
obeying the decision at the same time undergoing 
the punficatory rites. During this social boycott 
any other member of the group will have no rela 
tionship of any sort wlth the person or the house 
hold boycotted. Besides pecuniary punishment 
excommunication from the group is a major 
punishment very commonly followed in the c 
of serious breaches of caste rules relatinc to mar· 
riage and regulations of commensalities. t.xcom .. 
munication in case of a female off ender , 
and irrecoverable but in c 
can oe wlthdrawn on certain condition 
unaeraoinQ the purificatory rites. Whenever 
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person is awarded with the punishment or exco 
mmunication his/her guardian, whether father o 
in his absence elder brother or any other mal 
members with whom he she will be staying is al 
outcasted till all conditions are f ulfdled and th 
purif rcatory rites for his readmission ar 
performed 

uring the period of excommunication or 
ocial boycott, no member of the group will ha 
contact of any sort with him' her If any on 
found not following this instruction he or she 1s 
tomatically outcasted. If ou tcasted off ender 
ntinues to stay with his/her family, all member 

of the family will also be excommunicated. 

On being approached by the outcast 
off ender, the caste-council fixes a date for per 
forming the purihcatory rites for his her readrniss 
ion into the caste. The outcaste has to deposit 
Rs 15/- with the caste-council. On the appo.n 
ted dav all the villace elders both male and f emal 
must 
rnapr ira] 1n 

most prest 
their 

n1 

wnerc 

f 

th 
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erformed In the meantime the outcast will 
waiting with a potful of water. When all t 

ndhu groups reach the place. the outcaste 
washed the feet of an influential and high1v resne 
ctable member of each of the four Bandhu group 
lf persons beionging to all four Bondhu groups ar 
not present, the rites cannot be performed. There 
after these four highly respected members of the 
andhu groups will partake a little quantitv of 

arnaprasad kept in a plate. Then the outcaste 
seats a little from the same plate. There after all 
other villagers present there take such a little bu 
of prasad and eat it. After this the outcaste is 
formally readmitted into the caf ~. 

Besides the caste council, there i 
Sangha which has been worktnq for th 
ment of the living condition of the vi 
the date of its registration in June, 1 
re now 22 members 1n it. A person h 

Rs 10/- as en tree fee and Rs 20 · 

uoa 
improve 
rs from 
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erformed ln the meantime the outcast wiJJ b 
waiting with a potful of water. When an th 
Bandhu groups reach the place, the ou tcaste 
washed the feet of an influential and h1ghly respe 
ctable member of each of the four Bandhu group 
1f persons belonging to all four B . uidhu groups ar 
not present, the rites cannot be performed. There 
after these four highly respected members of the 
Bandhu groups will partake a little quantity of 
or napr asad kept in a plate. Then the outcaste 
seats a little from the same plate. There after all 
ther villagers present there take such a little but 

of prasad and eat it. After this the outcaste is 
ormally readmit fed into the caf ,:;,~ 

Besides the caste council, there is a Yubak 
Sangha which has been working for the improve 
ment of the living condition of the villagers from 
the date of its registration in June, 1981. There 
are now 22 members in it. A person has to p 
Rs 10/- as en tree fee and Rs 20 - as annual 
membership fee for enrolment. There is an Execu 
tive Body which consists of a President at the to 
and Vice-President, Secretary, Asst. Secretary and 
Treasurer as other office-bearers. The main f unc 
tion of the Yubak Sangha is to look int 
lopment of the village and its inhabitan 
also make contact with officials o 
lopment departments and seek 
mplementation of developmental programmes in 
their village. Thev assist their co-villaoers in 
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contacting the Government officials for env work 
or help. 

During the absence of the village elders th 
Panch does not work. The Yubak Sangha pta 
the role of the Panch in deciding minor cases lik 
family quarrel. land dispute, etc. and also in main 
taining peace and harmony in the village. Now 
the Sangha is making sincere attempt for th 
spread of education among them They hav 
succeeded in getting sanction off unds for the con 
struction of the building of the School and Yut ak 
Sangha, in their settlement. The S 
School has also been upgraded to upper pnmary 
school by their sincere effort. 

The Kela settlement is represented by 3 ward 
members in the statutory Gram Panchavat. Th 
ward members are elected as ward members. 
the recent Panchayet election (February 
one male person and two women have been 
elected uncontested from the Kela set uerneru o>' 
mutual agreement. One Chit taranjan 
also acting as one of the Behero of th 
the President of the Yubak Sangh 
male ward member of the settlement. 

In addition to ludi 
le f 

tt h 

f 
th d clr n 
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important role in the developmental aspect of 
their settlement in cooperation with the Yubak 
Sangh and the ward members representing the vill 
age in the statutory, gram panchayat. 

Important customary laws are modified 
nd new caste rules adopted as reformative mea 
ures are listed below. 

1. They are emphatically endogamous. Any bo 
dy marrying outside their own group is pun 
ished with expulsion from the group which 
is irrecoverable in case of a fem ale and can be 
withdrawn in case of a male, only after the 
desertation of his non-kela wife and children • if any and by undergoing the purificatory 
ceremony for admission to the castef old. 
There are several instances of Kela boys 
marrying Kandra girls. Such outcasted Kela 
girls and boys have now formed a separate 
group known as Kandra Kela . 

2. Marriage of a Kela must be celebrated in th 
home village only The defaulting parents 
are mposed wifh a heavy fine in cash Prev 
iously this restriction was not imposed. 

. Marriage must be celebrated on any auspic 
ious day of the rr onths of Balsokh (April 
May), Jest ha (May-June), Asar ha (June-July) 
and Foguno (February-March) fixed by th 
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8. Whenever a man is found having sexua I reia 
tionship with an unmarried girl, the cast 
council asks him to marry the girl. If h 
ref uses to marry, he is socially boycotted. 

9. Whenever a fem ale member whether married 
or unmarried is found having illicit sexual 
relationship with a man of any other caste 
whether high or low is ou tcasted for all times 
to come. 

10. A male member found guilty of having illicit 
sexual relationship with a woman of any other 
caste is outcasted till the purificatory rites 
are performed for his readmission Into caste 
fold. 

11. Adult fem ales either single or in a group not 
accompanied by adult males of the group 
cannot stay at night outside the own villag 
or camp. If anybody does so she 1s outcast 
and driven from the village. 

12. For b ones wlf e, for quarrelinq with 
for disrespect to on 
t 

m 
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13. All families who go out on seasonal migration 
should return to their village atleast 8 days 
ahead of Raj Sankranti and Dasarha festivaL. 
lf any family does not come back timely, t 
head of the family has to pay a fine of 
Rs. 20/- to the caste council. 

14 For breaches of regulation of commensahties, 
the culprit when detected is boycotted ti 
the purificatory rites are observed in th 
same manner as followed in case of an our 
casted person for readmission into the caste- 
fold. 

15. Women were not allowed to do husking 
paddy. This restriction has been withdrawn 
since 1964. 

16. A Kandra Kela putting on shoes was no 
allowed to pass through the Sapua Kela settle 
ment in the· past. But this has been with- 
drawn since 1967. 

17. The restriction for a Kandra Kela to er 
t the same time from the same well 
hich a Sapua Kela would 
n withdratvn since 1967. 

18. Restriction for grown· up girl 
school has ho~n withdrawn sin 

19. The restriction (or 111 "'r"u,n-\ln oirl to un 
atakc tatto~na ooereucn ""' a 

m.1t,lc> norson o 
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other castes and tribes has been withdrawn 
since 1974. 

20. Women and grown-up girls were not allowed 
to work as daily labourer in the past. This 
has been withdrawn since 1981. 

21. All adult male members of the village are 
required to be present at the time of caste 
council meeting and on the occasion of 
communal gathering and at the time of the 
cremation of a deceased. Fine is imposed if 
any one 1s found absent. But this has been 
relaxed in case of those who do service and 
trading. 

• 

' 



STRATEGIES AND PROGRAMMES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 

The Kela as a small semi nomadic Schedule 
Caste is facing several problems which are pecuuar 
to them. Except a few well-to-do ( arrulies, most 
of them face economic hardship as their tradi 
tional occupation of snake-catching, tattooing and 
toy-making has become now less remunerative than 
before. They waste the costly venom since they 
do not have knowledge of collecting it through 
scientific methods for sale. Some of them hav 
now purchased land and a few others are in small 
service and business. They seem to be now less 
interested in their nomadic life and are keen to 
settle down in a permanent basis. They also lik 
to have permanent assets like good houses, agri 
cultural land and livestock. They suffer from th 
stigma of untouchability and occupy a very low 
status in society and are educationally very back 
ward. They seem to have evinced a great interest 
in giving education to their children In fact 
henever they go out on this snake-catchm 
pedition they leave below their children enabhn 

them to attend school. 
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items of infrastructural development for social 
service support. 

Family oriented programme 

Family oriented programmes will includ 
oth income-generating schemes and also other 

schemes like housing and trainina to accuire n 
skills. 

House and House- site 

Most of the f amrlles have katcha house and 
some of them also live in 

many 
nmen 

1s no o- 
u 
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fire-pr 
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About 120 households are now making collective 

efforts for assignment of Government waste-land 
which is available in the locality. The land-owning 
households are not yet accustomed to cultivation 
and therefore give their land to non-kela cultivat 
ors of the neighbouring villages on share-cropoin 
basis. Now majority of them are willing to lead a 
settled life by adopting agriculture. hor ticul tur 
and other gainful employment in place of their 
wandering life. Since it may not be feasible to pr 
ovide adequate quantity of agricultural land to 
the needy people for their full-time engagemen 
and adequate income sufficient enough for 
maintenance of family. l t is proposed to pro vi 
a compact area of 40 to 50 acres (which are no 
available by the side of the approach road connec 
ting their settlement with Bhubaneswar and Nan 
dankanan road) to a group of Su to 
for undertaking intensive vegetable cultivation on 
co operative basis under the technic 
of a V A. W at the initial period. Th 
provided with a package of assistan 
pe of seeds, grafts and sue 

:lraught animal an 
ts or tuna- 

land 
n r 
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close to the city of Bhubaneswar. where ther 
are great demands for agricultural. horticultural 
and dairy products. 

Those who have land may be provided with 
incen ttvc s like seeds, f arttlizers, pesticides, bullocks 
implements and demonstration on improved agri 
cultural methods for adopting agriculture as their 
main-stay. 

They are now accustomed to horticultural 
plantation from which they derive income. Those 
families who have adequate space in their home 
stead land, may be encouraged to take up horti 
cultural plantation by providing seedling, suckers 
and grafts along with chemical fertilizers and pesu 
cides on subsidised rate. Except cocoanut they may 
be supplied with plants/grafts/suckers like ban ..•..... ~ 
guava, [ackfrult, orange, lemon> mango and 
papey ..... 

nlmal Husbandry : 

of the Kela hou 
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stance to start poultry units under the techni 
guidance of a livestock Inspector. Above benefits 
may be given to them with approved subsidised 
rate. 

Loan for small trade 

Some of the households need loan for 
starting small trade. They may be given Joan for 
working capital and also for purchasing bicycle. 

Rural Industries 

(a) Traditionally every Kela woman has 
knowledge of making toys and weaving mats of 
different kinds with multicoloured designes from 
the dyed date-palm leaves purchased from th 
people of Khajuria caste ( toddy extractors ). 
These things, toys and mats are sold by them. 
The wilhnq women may be encouraged to produc 
these articles in a larger scale by providing incen 
tive in the shape of working capital and marketin 
facilities. 

b) The Kela women have knack tor knl' • - 
ing and embroidory work. They ma 
with training with follow-up action 
tools as well as raw materials such 
and threads for their whole-ttm 
Some bovs mav be elven traininc in t 

n ... 
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Centre at Rasulgarh, sponsored by the Khadi and 
Village Indus try Board. This facility may further 
be extended to train some other willing Kela girl 
so that some of them may get scope for full-time 
employment. 

d) A number of Industries both small and 
medium under both private and public sectors ar 
coming up in the vicinity. Opportunities for both 
skilled and unskilled jobs in large number will be 
vatlable soon. Now a number of Kela women and 

a few men work as daily labourer in the constru 
ction works of these industries. Many of them ar 
aware of the fact that these industries will provid 
mployment to both unskilled and skilled workers 

in the lower rung. Some of them are interested to 
serve as Class-IV employee and some of them 
xpress their desire to work as driver, mechanic 

fitter and machineman if proper training facilities 
re provided to them So 1t is proposed to select 

some of them according to their eligibility for und- 
rgo1ng technical training at Government cost s 
that they may be absorbed in these industries. Th 
management of different industries may be instru 
cted to give pref ere nee to the Kelas in the appoint 
ment as unskilled labourer and in Class-IV posts. 

Collection of venom from poisonous snakes for 
le 

with th 
f the snak 
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Immediately these are caught. Thereafter they 
regularly, remove these erupted poisonous teeth 
once in a fortnight for their safety. By this crud 
practice venom which is very useful and preciou 
an medical science is wasted. The Kelas of this 
settlement now possess about thousand snakes 
and also sell the snakes to the visiting buyers or 
in Calcutta. It is therefore proposed to educat 
the Kelas about the utility of venom and to train 
them up In extracti ng the venom through scient 
ific methods and preserving the same for sale. Th 
Hopkin Institute of Bombay have come to th 
conclusion that the quantity of venom collected 
from different species of snakes every month 
varies from 0. 2 gram to 0. 0046 gram as has 
been shown below. 

Species Dry weight of lyophllised 
venom 

1. Gokhara (Naja naja) 

2. Chandra Bod 
(Vlpera russelli) 

3. Rana (Bunqaru 
) and 
na3ar 

(tent 

0. 2 cram 

ram 

r 

r 
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he venom ls converted into polyvaten 
ntl-snake venom serum for the treatment of 
nake-bites. After imparting the necessary trai 
ning to the Kelas arrangement will have to 
made for sale of venom to some reputed institute 
in the country so that the Kelas can earn a prof 
teble income. 

Marketing of snake 

Some of them also sell snakes at Calcutta 
to the visiting buyers from Calcutta. Those who 
atch snakes more than their requirement, they 
try to dispose of these on sale. In their transac 
tion they do not always get the actual pnce for 
1 hese snakes. It is therefore proposed to help them 
to sell the snakes to organizations in the coun tr 
dealing with snakes so that they can get the actual 

price. 

lnf rastructural Development and 
oclal Service support 

In addition to f amllv-orlanted 
ramm 
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1955. Middle English Schoof s and High Schoo(s ar 
existing in the nearby villages. Still then the per 
centage of literacy stood at 18.72 for the total 
Kela population. The corresponding figures for 
males and females stood at 26.97 per cent and 
10 32 percent respectively as per survey in 1983. 
Further only 27. 7 6 per cent of the total children in 
the school-going age-group of 4-14 years ar 
now attending school. However the Kela parents 
are now showing much inclination for the 
education of their children in formal schools. 
They took initiative and got the Sevashram school 
upgraded to Upper Primary School from the 
sessions 1984-85 and the Government in Harlian 
and Tribal Welfare Department has already sanc 
tioned funds for the construction of the School 
building and a hostel for boys. Now they h 
approached the Government to convert this scho 
into a residential institution with provision (or 
free boarding and lodging. In view of their poverty 
and semi-nomadic mode of hvlng, it will 
immence help to them if the present sch 
converted to residential type. In such c 
boys may be accommodated in the hostel an 
may attend school as dav-scholar ..... 

Drinking 
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veu as for bathing and other purposes. They make 
use of water of irrigation canal of the river 
Mahanadi for certain parts of the year for bathing 
and washing purposes. Occasionally they use the 
water of a private tank located close to their 
village. They need atleast 2 more tube-well 
which may be provided on priority basis. 

Bathing ghat 
They want a bathing ghat in the canal which 

may oe provided by the Government. 

Electrification 

The needy Kela households may be given 
financial assistance to take electric connection to 
their houses for domestic use. 

Yubak Sangh 
The building of the Yubak Sangha is now 

under construction with the funds provided by 
the Government. This building wHl be utilized for 
venous purposes. This will serve as th 
place of the caste council and also 
where vocational training classes can 
o grants for the purchase of f urnitur 

items of equipments like darn, petromax 
tc. may be provided. Grants for the 

of books to start a hbrarv for th 
rnbers of the Yubak Sanona m 

provided. • 
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ANNEX URE-I 

Specially vulnerable groups among the Schedule 
Castes in Oriss 

Name of the community Popula 
tion 

A) Denotified 1. Aduria & Oriya 1,59 .441 
communities Domb of Koraput 

district. 
2. Ganda of Sundar- 

garh district. 12.5 
. Ghasi of Koraput 
district. 5,3 

4. Dandasi of Ganjam 
district. 

5. Jayantara 1-'ano 
) Nomadic and 
Seml-nomadic 6. Kela 
Communities 7. Bajikar 

. Ghantraghor 
or Ghantara 

45.245 

1 

900 

1 

.-5 

• 

10. t 
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