LIFE IN
SONABERA PLATEAU

NITYANANDA PATNAIK
PRASANTA KUMAR MOHANTY
TRILOCHAN SAHOO




—.—
®
S

,,_,
e A7
W £
= fe e

T

o

1 4

—
5
i, - B

- e -'__: _-"l"'_ L
Ths R T L
LE ST

RaRl L

rp 1
et ng Ll T LR

lr.'lj:ﬂ-'—',.."""
i
=

e
- "‘_. I+;!.x

] Wbl
] g, B

.-J""
=

L

e

N

i
i T
B

it

i dist a
Up in the hill ranges of G’mb:}l:r :tlli‘ves in
picturesque phyifigalsgt:;gsa s b
lateau calle | e
;(t;clal?andi district Bh}mnas, a s'.maLll ]t;ln
of about 7000 population having r?cOrissa-
cultural atfinity with the Gonds o N
The geographical barriers and lact: o
communication have been favourable Ot've
tribal people for preserving the dlstlnc.lbe
cultural landmarks of this Jittle known tribe.

In such a state of isolation the Bhunjias
have had continued a healthy, vigorous and
colourful life devoid of any indlscrxmma'te
contact with the outside civilization. But in
the recent times this isolation has broken
down and there has been inflow and outflow
of population to and from the plateau. As a
result of such cultural contacts the tradi-
tional tribal life is being considerably
distupted and in the process of transfor-
mation. In a large measure the contact has
been a serious threat to the community and
in order to keep themselves off from the
debasing effects of cultural contact the

hunjias, parti cularly the women section of
the community who are the guardian of
their tribal tradition have evolved suitable

Imeasures to safcguard thejr identity and
Integrity.

.This book wh.ich Is written on the basis of
direct observation and first hand contact

with the people through intensive anthro-

pologipal fielq investigation presents the

system and cultural pattern
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PREFACE

Tribal ethnography of Orissa is not only picturesque. in
art, music, dance and other aspects of aesthetic drives, but
it is also varied in cultural patterns, social organizations and
economic l|ife. Being the native place of as many as 62
different tribal. communities Orissa presents a wide range of
socio-cultural and economic levels of development, starting
from hunting and food gathering practices of nomadic groups
to highly developed agriculture of settled peasants through the
intermediary stages of slash-and-burn system of tillage,
herding and specialized handicrafts of artisans, the tribes of
Orissa present all major forms of productive system. Simi-
larly, in social organization the picture is no less varied. At
one end is the simplest social form of band life noticed
among the nomadic tribes with temporary settlements consis.
ting of from a half a dozen to a score or more of leaf-huts
erected on the fringes of forests. At the other end is the
complicated social structure comprising dual organization,
and phratry and moiety systems characteristic of certain

sedentary communities with solidly built

permanent
settlements.

Barring a few published works giving rough ethnogra-
phic sketches of some tribal communities, the large majority
of the tribal communities have remained outside the scientific
studies of any kind and therefore very little is known about
their socio.cultural and economic life. Anthropologica_!
studies among such little known tribal communities assume a
matter of great importance in the present time at feast on
two counts. One concerns itself in the anthropological
field work among such little known tribal communities and



collection of data about their life and culture which are
vanishing and aro being obliterated under the impact of the
effacing forces of modernization. The other relates to the
identification of problems and livirg conditions of such tribes
and application of anthropolcgical data for the formulation
of suitable location specific plans and projects for their

development.

Two years back Miss Meena Gupta, I.A.S. the then
Collector of Kalahardi district in a letter addressed to me
proposed a study to be undertaken among the Bhunjias of
Sonabera plateau. She was first to point out their primitive-
ness and backwardness and the need for extending necessary
assistance as are extended to the other primitive tribes of the
State which come under Micro projects. In response to her
request an anthropological field investigation was carried cut
by the Tribal and Harijan Research cum Training Institute,
Bhubaneswar in Sonabera and in its neighbouring Bhunjia
villages all lying at an altitude of 3000 ft. above sea |evel in
the Sonabera plateau. This bogok which is the outcome of
this field work gives a picture of the eco-system and ethro.
graphy, problems and crises of life, felt needs and strategies
for the development of the Bhunjias.

Many persons have encouraged and helped us
in this research project. Of all Miss Gupta, the then
Collector of Kalahandi district, deserves our special
acknowledgement for all help in makir,g arrangements
for our trip to Sonabera and also for discussions with
her regarding the aspects to be covered in the study which are
relevant to the administration of developmental programmes
in the area. Similar acknowledgements are due 10
Shri Bapamali Pujari, Conseivator of Forests, Sambalpur, for
introducing us to Shri Abhinov Pradhan, Divisional Forest
Officer, Khariar Division who provided his field staff to
escort us to the study area and also for the accommodation
in the Forest Rest-shed at Sonabera during our field work.
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We owe a special debt to all these Forest Officers without

whose help the field work could not have been undertaken
and completed in time.

Shri Debaraj Mishra, Block Development Officer, Komna
docserves a special mention for the transpost tfacilities which
he provided for our trip to Sonabera and back to Komna after
our field work was over.

The hospitality extended to us by the iocal people and
the company of Shri Ganda Singh Majhi and Shri Gangaram
Majhi which we had the privilege of enjoying and their guida-
nce in our field work throughout our stay in the study area
are something which will remain ever in our memory. We
express our gratitude and thankfulness to them.

Had Shri Karunakar Mishra, Office Superintendent not
inteivened and prevailed upon the press for printing the book
expediously the printing would have taken much longer time
and the publication would have been delayed. We are grate-

ful to him for his help in getting the work printed in a short
period of time.

T.H.R.T.I.
Lewis Road, Bhubaneswar NITYANANDA PATNAIK
15. 3. 1884 Director
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

The Bhunjia is a small tribe which is found in large concen.-
tration in Kalahandi distriéé of Orissa and inits adjacent
Raipur district of Madhya Pradesh. This monograph relates
to the Kalahandi section of the tribe. According to the tribe,
the term ‘Bhunjia’ means growing out of land, and the

Bhunjias believe that they were the forerunners of those who
were born on the land.

-

Russe! and Hiralal have mentioned in "“The Tribes and
Castes of Central Provinces of India’ that the Bhunjias have
originated from the union between the Gonds and the Halvas.
But lacking any scientific literature on this matter, it is diffi-
cult to ascertain this point. However, there exists a |ot of
similarities between the Gonds and the Bhunjias in respect
of their economic life, social organisation, material culture
and religious practices. The Bhunjias, living in the Sonabera
plateau, regard themselves to be the autochthones of the
area and from there they have dispersed to neighbouring
areas in the plains and Raipur in Madhya Pradesh. The
Bhunjias of the Sonabera plateau, which is considered as
cradle land, have been able to preserve their tribal identity
and cultural heritage because of the geographical barriers
and inaccessibility of the mountainous terrain of the plateau.

The tribe has been divided into two main sections, the
~huktia Bhunjia and the Chinda Bhunjia, the former represe.
nting the original and poorer section and the latter the
acculturated section of the tribe. The Chuktia Bhunjias
are confined exclusively to the hills of the Sonabera plateau

end the Chinda Bhunjias are scattered in the plains with other
tribal and non-tribal communities.
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‘ Som.a ‘myths qathered from the Chuktia Bhunjias reflect
their origin from the union with the Gonds. One of the
myths which indicates such admixture is given below :

“There lived a Mathiar or the worshipper of Goddess
Mata in Sonabera area. A group of seven brothers of Gond
community came from the west in search of wild games and
shot a Sambar by means of bow and arrow. The Sambar
f%?n away for life and fell dead at the outskirt of Sonabera
village. The brothers followed and found the Sambar dead.
They divided the hunt into seven shares. But surprisingly
they found that the seven shares became nine. Thoy thought
that there must be someone nearby and called for him. The
Mathiar came out and took the eighth share. Thereafter
the brothers shouted for the unknown inhabitant to take the
last share. Lastly. a Gond came from the Gatibera village
and received the last share. Since he came at the last he
was called Patdharu. After the shares were distributed
the brothers found out seven young girls in the house of
the Mathiar who was their father. The brothers expressed
their desire to the Mathiar to marry his daughters. The
Mathiar gave his consent under certain terms and condi-
tions that they should idcntify themselves henceforward as
Bhunjias. and nat as Gonds, and live in the place where the
Mathiar lived. The Gond brothers agrecd to follow the
terms and conditions and bccame the Markam, the Bandhu
barag which can have affinal relationship with the Netam
group of Bhunjias to which the Mathiar belonged’’.

This legend indicates that at one point of time the
Bhunjias of a particular territory were all consanguineal and
no group with whem to have marital relationship. But in
course of time when the Gonds came into their area
marriage relationship was established with them. From this
the population was divided into two inter-marrying groups.

namely Markam and Netam.



3

The Bhunjias have no language of their own. The dialect

which they speak is a mixture of Oriya and

Chhatisgari.
Their dress pattern

is much akin to Chhatisgari also. The

Bhunjias posses a fairly muscular body and are dark in t

heir
skin colour.

Their stature varies from short to medium

although a few cases of tall stature are noticed in the
population.

The Bhunjia villages are different in size varying from
as small as 7 to 10 households to as large as 50 to 60 house.
holds. Generally, the Chuktia Bhunjia villages located in
the plateau are more or less homogeneous with an insigni-
ficant number of scheduled caste households who render
services mainly of economic nature to the Bhunjias.

The houses are generally two sloped and thatched with
a8 kind of wild grass available in the locality. A nuclear
tamily must have one hut with open and wide front verandah,
and one kitchen-shed which is built aloof from the main
living hut. The custom among the Bhunjias is that several
brothers may live jointly ina hut after their marriage, but
each of them will have separate kitchen-shed. The ccw-shed
and gcat-pen are either attached to the main hut or are built
separately in between the kitchen-shed and the main hut.
The cow-shed and the kitchen-shed are the two most sacred

places and no woman during her menses is allowed to enter
these sheds.

The most striking cultural landmark among the Bhunjias
is that the kitchen-shed, which is built away frem the other
huts of a household, is fenced around so that no outsider
can have any contact withthe shed. Incase any outsider
by mistake touches any part of the kitchen-shed, it is
immediately set on fire and razed to the ground untila new

shed is built. the food is cocked temporarily in an enclosed
space.

The Chuktia Bhunjias use to carry on shifting cultivation.
But in the last decade, they have almost given it up as a
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result of strict reservation and conscivation measures which
aro being taken up by the Forest Department. Most of the
Bhunjias have land in the valleys which they cultivate for
growing paddy and pulses.

The Supreme Goddess of the Bhunjias is Sunadei who has
imposed several rostricticns on her duvotees. Scme of
these restrictions are the vse cf tiles for roofing, the cots
and beds for sleeping and the country husking lever Dhenki

for paddy husking.

The Bhunjias have bcen following these restrictions
rigidly without any viclation wkatsocver. In fact, when the
Forest Department built an Inspection Bungalow at Sonabera
with a tile roof, the Bhunjias of the area raised objections to
it. But the pecple were finally convinced about the utility
of the Government building and co-cperated in the build.ng

construction work.

The Bhunjias of the Sonabera plateau cannot remain
isolated any longer. The fair weather rcad which runs from
Komna to Sonabera is being regularly levelled, widened and
repaired every year, and in a few years it can be improved to
an all weather rcad. The trucks of the forest contractors
which ply in numbers daily along this road provide transport
to the people for coming in and going out of the Sonabera
area. As a result, there is now constant touch of the Bhunjias
with the outside world and this contact has already started
the processes of acculturation in the Bhunjia pcpulation.

The Governmental institutions such as Forest Ranger’s
Office, Co.operative Stores and Rural upliftment programmes
of OXFAM, have been influencing the life of the Bhunjias
with consequent changes in their society. It is noticed that
the changes caused by these external forces are more
pronounced in the political sphere than in other aspects of
their life. The injunctions of the Sunadei in respect of
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taboos concerning use of tilas in roofs of houses, cots and
beds for sleeping purposes and of blouses or any other type
of outside body wear of women are still followed as strictly
as before. Kitchen-shed continues to be held sacredas a
shring, and the commensal restrictions and food taboos
observed by both men and women kegp them as clearly

marked tribal community and help them in preserving their
cultural distinctiveness and identity.

The study of the Bhunjias is important mainly for two
points of view. One is related to cultural conservatiem
of the tribe and the forces which permit continuity of tradi-
tional cultural pattern and the other point concerns, evolu-
ation of a suitable strategy for the economic upliftment of
the trihe. Anthropologists have never been interested in
keeping the tribal communities as mere museum specimen
for the enrichment of their scientific discipline. What they
rather do is to study various interlocking aspects of tribal
life and evolve or work out a strategy on the basis of such
ethnographic knowledge suitable for the development of the
tribe in question. So far, no systematic attempt has been
made to bring about any planned change and development
among the Bhunjias, who present a picture of underdevelop-
ment, particularly in their economic life. Itis the intention
of this study to highlight the life style of the Bhunjias and
bring to focus their significant cultural landmark, and work
out a suitable developmental strategy for their socio-
economic development.



CHAPTER Il

SONABERA PLATEAU—ITS PHYSICAL SETTING AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

Physical Setting -

The Sonabera plateau which is the iome of the Bhunjia
tribe lies roughly between 21° 25" North and 21¢30° North
Latitude and 82° 35° East Longitude. It was a part of the
Khariar Zamindari which formed the eastern and south-
eastern region of the Raipur district of Chhatisgarh division
of Central Provinces till 1st April, 1936 when it was
transferred to Orissa on its creation. It is now included
in the Kcmna block of Nawapara subdivision of Kalahandi
district, Orissa. A fair weather road of about 35 kms.,
which crosses the Sundar river at Bhela village and there-
after runs through a series of high hill rarges and hilf
streams, connects the Sonabera village, centre of the 3000 ft.
plateau, with Komna block headquarters on the all weather

Bhawanipatna-Nawapara State high way in the plains.

Hill Ranges :

The ex.Zamindari of Khariar is comprised of a series of
high hill ranges running almost north to south. In the west,
the hill ranges of Gatibera and Patdarha forest blocks form a
long impenetrable wall. Some of the main hills which are
present in this area are Solhadongar, Deotadongar (717m),
Supkondongar (882m), Rasdongar (871m), Maradongar
(827m) and Budharajadongar (731m). These hills are steep
and in some places precipitous. Sonabera plateau lies in
the westernmost series, that is, the tirst series of hill ranges

in which most of the villages of the Hill Bhunjias are
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situated whereas in other hill ranges the Bhunjia settlements
are scattered.

The second series of hill ranges of Patidongar, which
origirate from near Tanwat village, run parallel to the first
series of hills and mecet the Gurudongar and the Nimradpita
hill and firally exterding towards the outer hill rarges of
Koilakhola in the south where it is intercepted by the river
Udanti. This series of hills include Patidongar (632m),

Gurudorgar big and small (733m-692m) having steep to
precipitous slope.

The villages which lie in between these two series of
hills are Hatiama, Bhuinpani, Chhuipani, Siyalati, Bhainsacari,
Dhobei. Patdarha, Patalganga, Nawapara, Chickalchuan,
Kharupani, Pandripani, Podapadar, Dhangrital and Ghatmal
within tke portion of Patdarha block of forests and Bhatpani,

Nangalbed, Tarkmal, ar.d Tarlakot in the Koilakhola portion
of forests.

The third series of hill ranges start from near the Bhela
village, and form alire with Bajini hills ( 603 m ) which
join Pippalpani and Kumudi hill ranges ending near Babebir
village in the southern cutskirt wtere it is intercepted by
Ollarjhor, s tributary of the Udanti river. Between the secord
and third series of hill ranges, the space is wider and several
important villages, namely Darlama, Jharnamal, Makadbulli,
Boran, and Nilji are located in this space.

The fourth serics of hil| ranges comprising Narayandorgri,
Kendumunda and Nageshpatad hif rarges run east-west at
right angle to the previous hill ranges. In the intervenirg
space between the third and fourth serjes of hills, scme
prosperous villages and towns of Nawapara subdivision are
situated. They are Khariar, Komna, Bhela, Sinapali and
Sagunbhadi, which are mostly inhabited by non-tribal peasant
communities. The Choura hill (653m)range with the Khasbahal,
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Bundia and Biiili hills, and the hills of Budharaja and
Tandel form the fifth series along the inter-district boundary
petween Kalahandi and Bolangir.

With the hill range of Gatibera in the north, Manikgarh
hill range extends in a semi-circular direction along the
villages Maragura., Golaband, Tileimal and Halwapalli and it
meets the common boundary of Patidongar, patdarha and
Gatibera blocks near Chereichuan village. The hill range of
Lcdra originates near the village limits of Lodra and runs
through the village limits of Jhalap, Tikrapara and Golaband
also in a semi-circular way and meets the origin of Patidon-
gar and Tanwat ghati forest blocks and makes a line
with Tanwat ghati further exter.ding towards Nawapa'a
Railway Station. In this sector also many prcsperous villages
namely Dharambandha, Amanala, Kendubahada and Patalghu-

tkuri are located.

Road Communication :
Except the 50 kms. long road from Sonabera to Bhela,

there is no other road worth the name in the plateau. But
there are a few cart tracks and foot paths running in diffe-
rent directicns frcm Sonabera village. which the Bhunjias of
the plateau use to go to market places and sacred centres. A
list of such tracks is given below with the names of the rcad
side villages, market Cenlies and religious places.

|. Sonabera-Litipara Road—

This road passes through Gatibera, Dhekunpani, Lawapani,
Jajangpani, Bhela, Powerdcngar, Siorarayanpur, Bhodi,
Godiltai and Litipara. The weekly market sitson every
Wednescay at Litipara. People visit this market to getrice
and dal and find a chance to meet many relatives who live
in these villages which fall along this road. It takes nearly
one day from Sonabera to reach Litipara matket. A high hill,
namely Podamathan and a river, namely Khajaraeb are crossed

on the way to Litipaia.
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2. Sonabera-NMawapara Road—

This is an important road in the area. It crossas many
villages cn the way. Some of the important villaces which
fall along this road are Aurar, Torra, Soseng. Dhakali, Rapi-
aum, Kankadbiji, Golabond., Karmali and Tanwat and finally
Nawapara. Many hill ranges have crcssed cn the way to
Nawapira. Scme of these hills are Kankadbiji and Tanwat.
A river is crossed at Kakadabiji also. Nawapara is the
subdivisional teadquarters. Pecple go to this place to
attend court and to meet officers such as S. D. O. and other
officers when summened by them for official purpcses.

3. Sonabera-Sikasar Road—

This rcad touches villages of Senbakali,
Supkondongar, Tharipani, Nagrar and Sikasar. It is one cay’s
journey from Sonabera to Sikasar. A small dongar (hil1),
namely Ranimal anda hill stream is crossed on the way.
A dam has been built at Sikasar and people who visit thijs

village combine the sight seeing of the dam with their maiket.
ing of food-stuff.

Jinapani,

4. Sonabera-Amamora Road—

This road touches the village Dathunam.

It is @ small road
which dges not touch any market centre or re

ligious place.
5. Sonabera-Boran Road—

This road touches places, namely Dathunam, Amamora,
Kukrar, Patdarha, Dabagerat, Rori, Dhobei, Kot and Boran. This
is one of the important rcads in the area. It touches Kot
where a festival is observed in the full moon day in the month
of April-May, and it also connects Boran where a weekly
market is held on every Monday. This market is visited only
when people go to Kot to witness festival. Itis a long rcad

and takes nearly two days to reach Boran from Sonabera and
a high hill range is crossed on the way.
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.6 Sonahera-Raina Road—

The villages which fall along this road are Kokid,
Gadagada, Badakiamba, Dudaam, Deocdhara, and Kunjalpara.
Some pecple of Sonabera have given their daughters in marri -
age in Deodhara village and when they go to meet their
daughters, they combine it with their visit to Ra'na where 3
weekly market is held on every Monday. Itis at this maiket,
the people dispose of the brocmsticks which  they make out
of locally available grass and buy rice and other provisions
from the market.

7. Sonabera-Komna Road—

This road passes through of touches villages such as
Jamgaon, Chereichuan, Bisubahal. Malimuda. Barangapath ar.d
Bhela. This rcad is very important because it connects Bhela
village, which is situated at the gateway of Sonabera plateau.
Bhela is an important growth centre located just at the hilt
ranges which comprise the plaieau. The primary health centre
is located at this place, and there are many permanent shops
situated at Bhela. The weekly market which sits on every
Friday adds importance to this place. it is one of the impo-
tant market centres. The Bhunjias of the plateau visit this
market at Bhela to get earthen vessels which they use for
storing water and for cooking purposes.

8. Sonabera-Tarktor Road—

This road passes through Aurar, Godma, Kholigaor,
Siletpani, Darripara, Dumarpani and Tarbor. A weekly market
sits at Tarbor on evety Wednesday and pecple visit this
matket to get earthen ccoking vessels, vegetables and cereals.
Two high hills, namely Raksha ghati and Mankadchuan, are
crossed on the way. The Sundar river and Godmagaon river

cut the road at Godma and Tarbor.
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9. Sonabara-Dharamtandha Road (1) —

This road touches on way such villages as Gatibera,
Salepada, Korrabera, Chakadamathan, Chhuinpada, Jharlama,
Bhasil, Ledra, Dharuamunda and Dharambandha. The weegkly
market sits at Dharambandha on every Monday. Itis a vely
big market and people visit this market to get clothes and
provisions like rice and dal. It takes two cdays to reach this
market frcm Sonabera village. There are many affinal villages
situated along this rcad. The condition of the road is good,
and bullock carts can be used for transport along this road.

A hill namely Jogicdasana and a hill stream namely Deosil fall
on this road.

10. Sonatera-Dharambandha Road (I1) —

This road passes through Aurar, Soseng, Dhakali,
Jalamdihi, Jalabela, Maragura, Jhalap, and finally
touches Dharambandha. Mainly, this road serves two purposes.
There are relatives of Bhunjias of Sonabera living in Jhalap
and this rcad is convenient to go to Jhalap to meet their
friends and relatives. Moreover, the weekly market which
sits at Dharambandha is of great importance to the people

of Sonabera because it is from here that the people buy their
provisions and clothes.

11. Sonabera-Dharambandha Road (1l1) —

It is a small road which runs through Korrabera, Deosil,
Bhasil, Lcdra and stops at Dharambandba. This recad gces as
the crow files from Sonabera to Dharambandha and it is for
this reason that the pecple of Sonabera and those of the

neighbouring villages prefer this rcad to other roads leading
to Dharambandha.

Of all the rcads, the following three rcads are most impo-
rtant frcm the point of view of the Bhunjias of the plateau
because these three roads are used by them very often for
going cut to market places and service centres which are
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located in the plains. Mentioned in order of importanco
these roads are (a) Road No. 7, leading from Sonabera via
Jamgaon, Chergichuan, Bisubahal, Malimuda, Barangapath,
Bhela to Komna (block headquarters), (b) Road No 9, starting
from Sonabera through Gatibora, Salepada, Korrabera, Chaka-
damathan, Chhuinpada, Jharlama, Bhasil, Lodra, Dharuamunda
to Dharambandha, (¢) Road No. 1. leading frcm Sonabera via
Gatibera, Dhekunpani, Lawapani, Jajangpani, Bhela, Pcwer-
dongar, Seonarayanpur, Bhodi, Godilbai to Litipara.

Water Falls :

A number of water falls on the Jenk, the Indra and the
Sundar rivers are present at Gatibera, Patdharha, Manikgarh
and Patidongar forest blocks. Scme of the impcrtant falls
are Kharaldhas (50m) and Seniadhas (25m) cn the Jonk river,
Gaidhas (25m) over Gaidhas nalla, Parewacarha fall (22m)
on the Indra river, a fall on Pandujhala nalla (40m) and ano-
ther on Hijrachuan nalla (50m) and Gobra fall (50m) at the
origin of the Sundar river.

There are two hot water springs, cne located at Patalga-
nga between Patdarha and Gurudongar forest blccks and
another at Chandrasil in Manikgarh forest block. The water

of these springs is sulphurous.

Drainage and Water Supply :

The Khariar region is located amidst four main perennial
rivers, namely the Jonk. the Indra, the Sundar and the Udanti.
The Jonk river originates from the north-western cutskirt of
Patdarha forest block and flows northward thrcugh the cld
Jumiagarh fort ( in ruins ) and thercafter descends to the
plains on the foot.hills of Manikgarh block near Maragura
and meets the Gaidhas nalla and another nalla at Tileimal. It
flows in the heart of the Sonabera plateau and diains out the
major areas of Gatibera block, whole of Manikgarh,
Ranimal, Kechhupani, Musarangi. Kendubahada. Lodra, part of
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Patidengar and Tanwat ghati. It leaves the Zamindari bound-

ary at Khajiar Rcad and thereafter flows into the Mahanadi
river.

The Indra river originates from the Kukrar region of
Madhya Pradesh and enters into the Patdarha forest block
where it is met by two important streams, one from the north
and the other frcm the south, and proceeds eastward in a
straight course across the block, and before reaching Jhana-
mal it is met by two other perennial hill streams, one from
the north and the other from the south called Khalijharia
nalla and Dusarjhor respectively at the gateway of Gurudongar
and Patidcngar blecks. After emerging cut of the hill section
beyond Rajna, it meets the Sundar r;ver near Da:agaon.

The Surdar river originates from near Gcebra village
located in between Patidongar ar.d Tanwat ghati forest blocks.
It flows towards the east for some distarce and then turns to
scuth till it reaches Khambhai village. Thereafler, it proceeds
towards south-gast up to Bhela and frem this village takes a

straight  southern course to meet the river India near
Daragaon.

The river Udanti has originated frcm Madhya Pradesh and
flows straight in west-east direction in the southernmost
portion of the hill ranges. On its bark in the eastern borcer
of the hills lies a pilgrim certre called Samlei Dei temple at
Phalchib village. Two most prosperous Bhuniia villages,
Patiyalpara and Baijalpur aie located on its bark in the plains.
It has taken a straight easterly course in the plans and meets
the Tel river near Borda.

Vast areas in the north-west, east and the southern
portion of the Patdarha forest block are drained by the Indra
river. Scme pgrtions of Patidongar, Gatibera and Gurudongar
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The rema'ningd portion of
at ghsti including Tandel
letely diained by the

are dlso drained by this river.
Patidongar, 8 portion of Tanw
Dharamsagar and Buddharaa are comp .
Sundar river and its tributaries. The water parting 11n®
between the Jonk river and the Indra river is the foot-path
from Majagaon forest block to Kholigacn forest plock and
along the valleys up tO Sonabera. Further, it passes over the
ridges of Tanwat ghati where it meels the watershed lin®

between the river Jonk and the Ong.

The Anlajuba, Jampani and Masankond forest blocks 3ai®
drained by the river Ong. The watershed line between the
river Ong and Jork is the foot-path from Lakhna to Anlajuba
Junadi and Dharuabata of Jampani forest block. Most of the
a-eas of Sonabera plateau aie drained by the river Jonk
excepting the areas along western inter-state boundary frem
Jharisama to Kamar and Seonaryanpur to Supkondongar. The
water partings here are Supkondongar. Kudladongar & Jharla-
The aforesaid areas are drained by the tributaries

mdongar.
adder nalla which flow into the river

of the Son river and Kh
Pairi in Madhya Pradesh.

The areas down below the Sonabera plateau, i.e., portions
of Lodra beyond Tileima!, Ranimal, Kechhupani, Kendubahada

and other forest blocks are drained by the river Jonk.

Southern portion of Patdarha, Kududi, Pippalpani.
Nageshpahad, Narayandongri. Kendumunda, Chireipani, Koila-
khola, portions of Choura and Choulmachin are drained by the
Udanti river. All these rivers are narrow in their upper
reaches in- the upland hill regions, but in the lower reaches
they are quite shallow with wider banks. The Sundar and the
Jonk are full of sand with very much constricted water course.
As a result, the water is confined at places in some pools

during the summer.

People residing near the river depend upon them for their

water supply. During the summer, the people residing at a
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distance of five kilometers and even beyond this distance
from the rivers of the plains have to walk to these sources to
fetch water due to scarcity condition in their area. Some
people bave wells, and recently minor irrigation projects have
been set up at suitable places to meet the needs of water for
drinking and irrigation puiposes. When the wells diy up
during April or even before, in mcst of the localities the
pecple depend entirely on the rivers and minor irrigation
projects for their water supply. Theugh dug wells have been
installed in large villages recently, still then the people
continue to depend upon natuial sources as before.

Rocks :

The rock types around the area are Granite Greiss calcsili-
rate rocks, and highly metamorphosed and epidotised hasement
complex (peninsular gneiss and granite) consisting of rocks,
belcnging to the Khandalite group and Charnockite group.
The Khondalite group is composed of the Garnetsillimanite
Graphite Schists and Gneisses with intertbanded Quartzites,
Silliminite quartzites, Crystalline lime stones, Calciphyres, &
Calgranulities. The Charnockites are Hyperthenegranite gne-
isses which have undergone considerable retrograde metamo.

rphism. These rocks are intricately folded and refolded and
at places sheared.

Soil Types:

The soil types found in the area may be broadly classitied
into (1) Black cotton soil (2) Lateritic and Red soi! and (3)
Alluvial deposits. The entire plains of Khariar fall to the
zone of Black cotton soil intercepted with Lateritic and Red
soils in the vicinity of mountainous regions. The bordering
areas between Orissa and Madhya Pradesh near Narayan-

dongri (Sinapali) are characterised with Red loam soil and
Lateritic soil.
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Black Cotton and Afluvial Soil—

Most of the agricultural landsin the area conform to
Clay loams or Black cotton soil. The soil type characteristic
of the alea being rich in aluminium and ferromangznose
compounds is ncted for high moistuie holding capacity. In
the broken countiy between the hills and the plains,the Black
cotten soil is present and it is comparatively deeper and
richer than the scil cf other parts of the a:eas because the
hemus frem the hills are constantly washed down and depo-
sited in the valleys. The soil is fine grained and daik
cclourcd and eontains high percentage of Magnesitm carbo.
nate and calcium Carbonate. It is highly retentive of
moi<ture and contains much iron, lime, magnesium, altmini-
um and potash. But the soil is poor in phosphorus.

Lateritic and Red Soil—

The oldest rock constituting the basement of most of the
mountzins, i.e. Granite Gneisis and Crystalline schists within
other subsrdinate rocks rich in ferromanganese minerals give
rise to Red matured soils on weathering. These types of soils
are noticed in the slopes ard ridges. The soil texture Is
coarse due to the presence of more of coarse sard. Gradu-
ally with the increase in fineness in proportion of sand and
increase in silt and clay, it is formed into Loam and Sandy
loam soils. The areas under the Sal patches in Gatibera and
patdarha forest blocks are characterised by this soil. The
Pure Sal area in Amodi block is also characterised with good
depth of Sandy loam soil. However, this type of soil is very
much limited and is located in a very few geogtaphical forma-
tions. mostly, confined to the plains, flat valleys and
gentle slopes where the site is not subject to the constant
run off and erosion like portions of Amlajuba, Bajakhaman,
Kendubahada, the encroached areas of Pipatpani block, part

of Dharmasagar and Belgarh.
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Tempearature

The climate of the area is of monsoonic type. It receives
most of its rains by the south-west monsoon which genera.
lly breaks in the middle of June and rains continue up to the
end of September with a few occasional showers during
October and in the winter months. Winter starts  from
November and lasts up to the end of March in the plateau and
hills, but it is of shorter duration lasting up to January inthe
plains. The temperature, as recorded at Nawapara centre,
rises in summer up to 44.4°C in the maximum and 27.2<C in
the minimum and falls in winter to 25.6°C in the maximum
and 13.3°C in the minimum. The average temperature records
33.2°C in the maximum and 23.8°C in the minimum. The
temperature at Sonabera plateau goes down considerably
during winter and nights are very cold and at some places
ground frost is noticed. The plateau remains somewhat

cooler even during the summer due to its high altitude than
the plains.

Rain fall ¢

The average annual rainfall for the last 10 years js
1,096.54 mm and seven months in a year remain dry in the
area. In the recent past, the rainfall has been very
quate causing drought in some years. |t is the experience of
the people in the plateau that frost fall has decreased with
its rain fall also. The reason which they attribute for this

decrease in rainfall is the destruction of forests which are
rampant in the present time.

inade-

Natural Calamities :

Floods are unknown to the area except some casuyaj
inundation of the rivers Indra and Sundar. The unpreceden.
ted flood in the Udanti river in September, 1977 washed
away the crops on both sides of this river. The river changed
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its original course and pushed through a nalla across the
arcas which were under Teak plantation and washed away

all the poles and sapplings.

Unlike the flood which is most uncommon, drought has
been very common in the recent years from 1962-63 onwards
and as a result, the agricultural activities are adversely affe.-
cted almost every year. Drought and failure of crops, excess-
ive heat and acute scarcity of water particularly in the plains
have resulted in the break out of epidemics and migration of
people to better localities. The Sonabera and Gatibera
plateau where the man-land ratio was in proper balance have
started experiencing imbalance in this ratio on account of the
flow of the plains’ people to these hills. Many Kulta'and Teli
families coming from Paikmal and Padmapur areas are found to
have settled down on their newly reclaimed farm lands in the
Sonabera plateau. Similarly, many milkmen have also infilt-
rated into the plateau with their herds of cattle in search of
better pasturage. The immediate consequences of these
uncontrolled infiltration of the people into the hills are
discontentment and anxiety which have surfaced in the indi-
gencus population, and unless proper measures are taken in
time from now to abet flow of outside population the situa-
tion is bound to be explosive and serious. :

The hill areas of Boran, Komna, Patdarha, Kholi, Ghatmal
and the interstate border areas are unhealthy where the
people suffer from malaria. diarrthcea, dysentery and other
infectious diseases. Stomach trouble is very common in the
plateau during the dry months due to muddy and unciean
drinking water. No medical facilities are available and the
well-to-do persons sometimes take help frcm the medical
centre located at Bhela only in serious cases. Otherwise most
of the pecple resort to prayer and supplication to Sunadei,

the Supreme Goddess of the plateau for cure.
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Foraests ¢

The Khariar ex-Zamindari of which the Sonabera plateau
was an important patt, now forms part of the revenue sub-
division of Nawapara in Kalahandi district of Orissa. Fer
convanience sake, most of the matters which are discusscd
in this book related largely to the whole of the hilly area
of Khariar. One of such matters is about the forest, and the
detail about the forest types which are presented below cover
the whole of Khariar.

The geographical area of Khariar which is in our mind is
bounded on the north, west and south.west by Raipur
district of Madhya Pradesh, on the east by Titlagarh and
Patnagarh subdivisions of Bolangir district and Padmapur
subdivision of Sambalpur district and on the south-east by
Dharamgarh  subdivisicn ot Katahandi district of Orissa.
About 707% of the forests of Khariar ex-Zamindari are located
on the western and south-western portion of the area. A
sizable population of the forests is also located in the north.
western and northern portion of the area.

The forests of Khariar are mainly of northern tropical
dry mixed deciduous type. A patch of Sal forest appears in
the extreme north is extendirg overto Kendubatada and
Musarangi blccks of dry mixed deciduous forests. Sa/
forests of a poor type are aiso noticed in the areas of Kokid,
Kutrabeda, Sonabera and portions of Patdarta block. Other
species of trees which appear are intermixed with Sal, Bija,
Sahaj, Dhaura, Haldu, Sisoo, and Harida.

Teak predominates in most of the areas in Ranimai block.
specially around Bamini nalla and extending up to Katingpani
village and southern limits of Ranimai block. Sporadic occur.
ances of Teak in scattered pockets are met with at Gatibeia
and Manikgarh blocks of forests, in the village limits of Patora
on the banks of Patora nalla and Jonk river. An extensive
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patch of Teak is fourd from Telimal village to Golabardh
village in Manikgarh black.

The forests which are found in Patdarha, Patidongar,
Gurudongar ard Adipita blocks are characterized by northern
tropical dry deciducus type. But most of the blocks of
Sinapali range are extending from Southern boundary of
Adipita block, south and west of Patdarha and northern
boundary of Koilakhola block to Ghatmal, Dumerbahal and
over to MNageshpahzd, Chireipani, Choura and Khasbahal
hlocks. Similarly a few blocks in Khariar range, namely
Choulmachi, Gochki, Kudal. Buddharaja, Dabahal A & B,
Luhakhan.Phulgharia, Bijili, Hatpada and parts of Dharam.-
sagar are also dotted with natural patches of Teak. The
natural Teak forests are generally associated with such impo-
rtant species as Ternalias, Pterocerpus marsupium, Adina
cardifolia, Anogeissus latifolia and Dendrocalamus strictus.
But in porticn of Patdarha, Koilakhola ard Adipita blocks
both Teak ard Sal occur side by side adequately and regene-
rate naturally.

Salia baunsa (Dendrocalamous strictus) is found exten.
sively in areas of Ranimai, Gatibera, Manikgarh, Dharmasagar,
Tandel and portions of Patdarha blcck. It occurs in patches
in Choura, Gurudongar and Patidongar forest areas. in many
places the bamboo forest has been degraded due to high
incidence of illicit felling and removal of young shoots
(Kardis) by local pecple. The tribal pecple. namely the
Pabarias are found living in small grcups near places where
bamboo is available. They make excellent baskets of diffe-
rent kinds out of bamboo splits. In scme areas the Bhunjias
serve as middlemen, who buy baskets from the Paharias and
sell them in local markets. Otherwise, the Paharias themse-
lves cariy their finished prcducts to neaiby maiket places for
sa'e. Anoiher species of bamboo, namely Bamboosa arundi-
nacea is seen in scattered patches along the hill streams and
in low lying argas in Lodra, Manikgarh, Gurudongar and
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Nimra forests. The reed hamhoo (Polystachyum pargarcile)
is found near Jhardama and Sindursil in Gatibera and Patda-
1ha blocks of forests. Due to bhiotic interference like
uncontrclled felling of trees, unregulated heavy grazing and
annual fires most of the farests are in the precess of cellosal
depletion,

Most of the forest blocks have been encrcached upon,
ard there has heen wanten destruction of vegetational cover
with reckless felling and removal of forest growth mostly by
people from thg plains and contractors. So many of the
forest blocks have become almost barren. The devastaticn cf
Teak forest and Sa/ trees has been phencmenal. The valtva-
lile species such as Bija, Haldu and Harida are also qradually
disappearing due to unrcstricted grazing, illicit fellirg &nd
forest fire. The practice of shifting cultivation which is ncw

.abourded to considerable extent has also been responsible
for the destruction of the forest growth in the area. Asa
result of these evil practices, many places which are ornce
covered under thick forest have beccme atmost barren ard in
many areas valuable forests have reachcd an alaiming state of
depletion from their original thick vegetable ccmpositicn.
Their retrieval and restoration to the original condition is out
of question. However, concerted efforts and heavy invest-
ment in terms of money and labour may help regeneration of
forests in scme places of the Khariar ex-Zamindari area.

Revenue Villages within Forest Blocks :

The Forest Department of the Gcverrment of Orissa
have recently carried cuta survey in the forests of Khatiar
division with a view to demarcating the reservation of forest
blocks. The boundary survey maps, prepared during the
demarcation and suivey of the bourdaries, do not give any
idca of the Revente villages located inside scme the newly
delincated forest blecks. Inthe sbsence of any distinct
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boundary line, it becomos convenient for the people to
encrcach into protected forest areas. A list showing tho
Revenue villages sitvated inside forest blocks without any
ring line is furnished in the table below. It is necessary to
provide ring lines showing the limits of the village boundaty,
so that the pgople of these villages Fave sufficient idea about
the village forest line within their respective village
bour.dary and do not feel necd for encrcaching upoW either
protected or resgrve forests.

TABLE—I

SI. Name of No.of Name of the

No. the Blocks. villages. villages. Remarks
1 2 3 4 5
1 Gatibera 24 1. Kutrabeda  The present track
2. Sonabera map (4’ = 1mile)
3. Gatibera does not show
4. Soseng the boundary of
5. Kokid any village. The-
6. Godma re are no bound-
7. Deosil aries( ringlines )
8. Avrar to distinguish the
9. Seonarayan- forest areas from
pur the village areas.

10. Tikarpara  The demarcation
11. Garbhata started in some
12. Jogimunda villages have been
13. Sinmuri jeft half way.
14, Balipakhna

(Singidarha)
156. Kamar



1 2
2. Koilakhela
3. Choura ‘A’

4. Masankonda

5. Patdarha

12

23

4

16. Borar
17. Jalamdai
18. Dhakili
19. Bhabsil
20. Jamgoan
21. Rupiaum

. Guma
2. Palama

=

—

. Chuhura
2. Khandadhrap

Kurdanjharia
. Kathpar

. Jhipapahad

. Chitapani

. Budhital

. Kaptiama

< N

Demarcation S
completed and
map has been
prepared. Much
forest areas have
been left out.

Good forest
areas of natural
Teak, Blja and
Mundietc., have
been included in
the village limits
of Gumaand
Palama.

The existing vill-

‘ages have not
been shown in
the 4°=1 mile
block map.

The present block
map does not
show the bound.
aries of the Reve.
nue villages titu-
ated inside.
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4 5

7. Khursikabha
8. Samipada

9. Dhobighat
10. Bhainsmunda
11. Patdarha

12. Dhatunam

1.Bargaon The ringlines of

2. Bhanjipani the encrcached
villages have not
been correctly
shown on the
ground.

6. Ranimai 2

1 1. Bhainsadarha An old village
ex sting since 50
to 60 years does
not find any pla-
ce in the recent
4'' =1 mile trace

map-

¥. Kendubahada

~

Forest Produce ¢

s of the forests of Khariar are timber
Firewood, Bamboos,
Mohua secds, Sal
Soap nuts,

The main product
(logs. planks and poles), Charccal,
Kendu leaves, Myrobolans, Mohua flowers,
seeds, Sisali fibres and leaves. Simul Cotton,

Gums. Resins and medicinal plants.

The tribal people of the arca use timbers for construct-
ion of their houses, firewood for cooking their food, wocd
for plough and their agricultural implements, brushwood and
thorny plants for making fences and hedges, bamboos for
roofing, fencing and making walls for their huts and grasses
for tha:ching their houses. They collect all these materials
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from the nearby forests to meet their requirements. Similarly,
they also collect many kinds of roots and tubers, fruits and
flowers from the forests to supplement their food and
medicinal requirements. The bamboo shoots (Kardi ) are a
great favourite food-stuff of the tribal pecple. They also
depend upon the forest for grazing their cattle. The people
living in the plains have also developed the taste for Kardi

and Hanclua ( dried bamboo shoots) which make tasty
pickles.

Previously, Teak was extensively used for making
doors, windows and furniture. Now the Teak is getling
scarced and not evcn within the easy reach of the pecple.
They have switched overto the use of Asan, Dhaura and
Jamun wood for constructional purposes. Whenegver larger
timbers are required for making doors and windows such
wood as Bija, Haldu and Gambhari are prefered. Karla poles
are used as rafters because they resist attack by termites.
Bamboos are used for fencing the kitchen garden. Timbers

collected from Bandhn and Babul are used for making
bullock-carts.

Huge requirements of Timbers and other forest products
came up in the wake of extensive constructional prcgrammes
under the Five year plan schemes. To meet the heavy dem-
ands of the public, the Defence and of the Railways, the forest
products particularly timbers, which were primarily consumed
by local people, have found their way to outside market
centres within and outside the State. Improvement of road
communication has helped transportation of timbers frcm the
forest areas to external market centres. Similarly, many
other forest products such as medicinal heibs, shrubs, roots
and firewood which were confined to local use have found
their outlet to outside market centres in an increasing
manner. Following this, the forest products are not only
depleted but also the local pecple have been put to a great
disadvantage in meeting their essential requirements.
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TABLE—3

FOREST BLOCKS OF KHARIAR EX-ZAMINDARI

31,

No.

0 4 O O b W NN =

- =2 (D
- O

- b
W N

[ T N N N S i S
- O W 0O ~Nd O O &

Forost area as per

Nameo of the Zamindari Zapti

Block Forest handed previous working
overto F. D. scheme.
(in acres) (in hectares)

e 3 ' 4

) KHARIAR RANGE

Choura 8,700.00 5,762.00
Beldongri 160.00 85.00
Bundia 1.200.00 428.00
Satparlia 2,200.00 192.00
Bijili 200.00 33.00
Gharlasani 100.00 85.00
Rankapur 250.00 121.00
Chandel 1,100.00
Khamatarai 575.00 275.00
Khaitbhadi 600.00 202.00
Lachhipur 1,700.00 113.00
Risipiti 90.00 24.00
Dharamsagar  7.500.00 2,005.00
Karlakote 1,000.00 303.00
Budharaja 1,250.00 169.00
Chakadongar 111.00 41.00
Hatpada 117.00

Latabanji 98.00
Choulmachi 7.500.00 2,275.00
Bajini 8,000.00 2,833.00
Munjei 1,250.00

_—
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1 2 3 4
22 Ekloi 9,000.00
23 Pipalpani 5,500.00
24  Suklibhata 500.00 90.00
25 Gardhanakachhar 1.182.00 879.00
26 Nimna 692.00 288.00
27  Kudal 6,500.00 1,682.00
28 Gochki 200.00 202.00
29 Guma-Palenbasa 1,200.00 o
30 Khirmal 5,500. 00 2,035.00
31 Dottosagar 200.00 81.00
32 Khasabahal 3.424.00 1,416.00
33 Gurudongar 60,00.00 5,161.00
34 Kumudi 1.200.00 627.00
35 Lambipani
36 Debahal
37 Ranidongar
38 Luhakhan-Phuljharia

Rights and Concessions

The rights and concessions which the people were
enjoying during the Zamindari period to meet their needs of
timber, firewood and grazing are aiso being enjoyed by them
in the presenttime. The details of these rights and concessi-
ons are mentioned in the **“Wazib-ul-urz’’ of the erstwhile
Khariar Zamindari system. It is necessary to give here some
salient features of those concessions.
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Extracts from the *Wazib-ul.urz” regarding colfection
of forest produce of yarious types aie given below.

their hatlias, and the sukhbasis

(landless pecple) possessing not more than the required
heads of cattle. may graze their catlle free. In case of
grazing cattle on lands outside the village boundaiy the
tenants may graze free four heads of bullocks or buffalces
per plough in use and for cattle beyond this number, will pay
grazing fee at ordinery rates for the 8 heads in €XCESS and
at professional rates for the excess cattle’’.

Ordinary rates are dcuble the tenpant’s rates and the

professional rates are double the ordinaiy rates. There are
no ternant’s rate for horses and mares, the orinary rate for

which is 4 annas per hcad’’.

a) ‘Tenants and

Terant's rates @

Buffalo 4 annas
Cow and Bullock 2 annas
Gcat and Sheep 1 anna’’

b) ‘*About collecting firewood, grasses, Creepers,roots
and leaves, tenants, their halias and the sukhbasis may
ccllect and remcve free the produces for their own bonafide

¢’

use

c) ‘‘About collecting fencing materials the same
as under (b)"".

d) Rules for collecting bamboos !

Tenants and their halias or any other inhabitant of the
village may remove free trees of 2° in girth of unprohibited
species such as Dha, Amla, Karda, Salai, Arjun, etc., for
constiucting their huts or buildings and for agricultural
purpcses. Royality shall be paid for trees of prohibited
species cf girth above 2°.
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The prohibited species are Saguan, Bija, Sahaj, Sisoo,
Sal, Khair, Bandhan and Achu or Bakli*'.

e) Fruits and perishable products:

The Zamindari has right over the fruit trees. Tenants
and other villagers may enjoy the fruits free. In case of their
selling fruits, they shall sell only to such contractors as
selected or appointed by the Zamindar’’. '

“Rights over trees’':
a) *Fruits trees—

Rights have been recorded on the patias. The produce
of fruit trees as well as timber of the dead trees belong to
the right holder. The tenant loses his right over the trees.
The Zamindar has right cver such trees as Mahul, Harida,
Char and Kendu. The disposal of the produces of such trees
is regulated by the provisions mentioned in «Wazab-ul-urz’’.

b) Other trees—

The tenants may remcve free for the bonafide use of
small and miscellaneous trees of girth upto 2’ standing on
the holdings’’.

c) *Grass:

Grazing on the lands of the holdings belong to
tenants’’.
Wild Life :

The Khariar area was once very rich with varieties of
wild animals. But the destruction of the rich vegetation
resulting in disturbances of shelters and breeding places,
there has been considerable depletion of wild life in the
areas. Moreover, with the opening of the area through the
development of roads. the wild animals have been exposed to

hunting by those who possess guns. Nevertheless, some of the
rare species of wild animals are met with within the forest ct
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Gatibera, Patdarha and other forest blocks of Sonabera plate.
au. These species include wild buffalo (Babunos bubalis),
isopard (Panthera pardus), bears (Melurisus ursinus), tiger
(Panthera tigris), wild bear, hyaena, chital, barking deer and
wild dogs. Among the birds pea-fowls, patridges, hill myna,
bulbuls are the main species. Various types of snakes are
also found in these forests. Some of the varieties are Indian

python, cobra and some types of Kraits.

The Jonk and the Udanti rivers have varieties of fishes
in the deep gorges and reservoirs near water falls. Magaras
are reported insome places.
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CHAPTER il

THE BHUNJIAS - THEIR DISTRIBUTION AND
MATERIAL CULTURE

Distribution :

According to the 1971 Census the total population of
the Bhunjias in Orissa is 7410 (Males-3510 and Females-
3900) and their main concentration is in Kalahandi district.
Their distribution in different districts of the State is furni-
shed in the Table-4

TABLE—4
SI. No. Name of the District Population
T. Kalahandi 5673
- Koraput 1635
D Sambalpur 53
4, Dhenkanal 32
5, Balasore 13
6. Keonjhar 4
Total 7410

In Kalahandi district,they are confined to Nawapara
subdivision and in this again their main concentration is
in the Sonabera plateau of Komna block. They are concen-
trated in @ graup of 17 villages covering an area of 44213.44
hectares (1,10533.40 acres of land) in the plateau. All these
villages come under Sonabera Panchayat. Besides this core
area, there are @ few villages in the plains having a sizable
population of the Bhunjias. But unlike in the plateau, where
most of the villages are predominantly inhabited by the
Bhunjias, in the plains also the Bhunjia population is
scattered in different villages in which scheduled castes and
other castes are preponderant.
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Before taking up other matters it is necessary to give
an idea here about the settiement pattern in the plateau and
distribution of the Bhunjias in their immediate neighbourhocd

in the plains.

Sattlements in the plateau :

. The fol-lowing table shows the main villages, their
amlets, ethnic composition and total number of households

in the platgau.

TABLE—5
z" Main village Hamlet Ethnic Number of
Os composition households
1 2 3 4 5
1 Sonabera 1. Sonabera  Bhunjia 60
Ganda 7
Teli 5
Binjhal 1
Brahmin 1
Lohora 1
Penka 2
2, Gadabhata Bhunjia 20
Mali 1
3. Senbabhil Bhunjia 7
4. Mahulpada/
Jogimunda Binjhal 1

Nt
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1 b 3 4 5

Kulta 5

Kalanjia 2

Muslim 2

Teli 4

5. Nakapada Bhunjia 7

Kulta 7

Teli 1

6. Dathunama Paharia (Kamar) 7

7. Khadanga Paharia (Kamar) 12

2. Gatibera 1. Gatibera Gond 60

Ganda 14

Gour 3

Brahmin 3

Paragania 1

2. Salepada Bhunjia —

Paradhia Munda -~

3. Dhekunpani Paharia (Kamar) 12

Bhunjia 1

, Rauta 18

4. Dehelpada — _—

A 5. Badapadar — —_—

B 6.. Sinamunda — —
B -

3,  Korrabera Bhunjia 15

} 4. Bhabsil Bhunjia 24

5 Deosil 1. Deosil . Gond 10

Paharia (Kamar) 7

2. Gundupani Paharia (Kamar) 7




6.

10.

1.

12

18.
14.

2

Soseng

Rupiaum

Talabera
Jalmedai
Seonarayanpur

Junapani

Aurar

Kechhapakhan

Jamgaon

2 e Y

1.
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3 4 5
Soseng Gond 25
Rauta 1
Ganda 7.
Godma Gond 12
Dhakali Gond 12

Paharia(Kamar) 1

Kaunsel Paharia (Kamar) 1
Rupiaum Gond 20
Jadajharan  Gond 2
Gouda 1

Gonda 4

Bhunjia 7
Seonarayanpur Bhunjia 2
Bachhadhara Bhunjia 3
Kumarkhata Bhunjia 5
Jharlama Bhunjia 12
Bhabakapani Gond 1
Junapani Bhunjia 12
Thalipen Bhunjia 3
Gond 12

Kamar 17

Rauta 2

Sabara 1

Gond 6

Jamgaon Gond 12
Bhunjia 12

Rauta 1
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1 2 3 4 5

2. Garapada Gond 6
15. Chereinchuan- 1. Cherginchuan-

khol khol Bhunjia 7
Gond 1
2. Gadagada Paharia (Kamar) 20

16. Kokid (No household)
17. Gadagada U.S. o7

Settlements in the plains:

The settlements which are mentioned in this section
are located in the plains which lie to the north-eastern,
eastern and south.eastern parts of ex-Zamindari of Khariar.
In the south-eastern region, there is concentration of the
Kondh, locally known as Kacheria or Saderia Kondb, around
Hathbandha and neighbouring villages on the southern side
of the Udanti river. Very close to this area are villages

namely Sinapali and Gatibeta where the Bhunjias are found
intermixed with the Gonds.

Away from this area around Lakhna which is situated
in the north-eastern region is the area of the Binjhals.
Lakhna Railway Station on the Raipur-Vizianagram Railways
is contiguous to Padmapur subdijvision of Sambalpur district
where Binjhals are found in large concentration. A village
is situated on the south-western region of Lakhna on the
Komna-Nawapara road. The Bhunjias are living in this
village and the neighbouring villages are inhabited by the
Gonds. Komna itself is inhabited by Binjhals and Saoras
and there is not a single Bhunjia household in this viliage.
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Coming back to the south-western region there aro
coitain villages such as Nangalpur, Bhatapani, Pudapadar,
Dtangrital and Talakot which are largely inhabited by tho
Gonds with a sprinkling of Gours. Theso villages lie in the
uplands which form the southern most portion of the long
dongarlands of Kalahandi district, stretching frem Dharamba-
ndha in the north to Arkholi and Dorgargaon in the south.
These dongarlands form the boider between Madhya Pradesh
in the wost and Kalahandi district in the east.

In the northern-mgst portion of this dongarlands,
there are some settlements lying to the south of Dharambandha
which are hcmogeneous Bhunjia villages. Some of these
villages are Katingpani, Jharlama and Jhalap, which are
approachable from Lodra village which is sitvated to the south
of Dharambandha. Close to this area there are such villages
as Amli, Chitarama and Sindursil located on the side of
Madhya Pradesh which are aieas of Gond concentration. In
the north-eastern side of this region are villages such as
Ranimunda, Babebir and Bairgacn which have a sizable
Bhunjia population. |If scmeone travels westward frcm
Ranimunda. he would come across a village called Jogabhatta
which is situated in the borcer between the hill regions and
the plains. In this area there are also Paharias (a small tribe)
who cariy on basketry in bamboo for their livelihcod. The
Bhunjias who live with them purchase baskets from them and
sell them in the lccal weekly maikets.

To the east of Lodra village close to the eastern border
of the hill ranges are some villages, such as Maragura,
Talabera and Golaband which are predominantly occupied by
the Gopds. The damy which is being built now across the Jonk
river will soon submerge the area around Maragura village.
The area to the north of Dharambandha village is inhabited by
the Bhunjias in large number. The important Bhunjia villages

i — i gt i
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in this arpa are Sethjampani and Amanala where the Bhunjias
make mats in a kind of locally available hard grass called
Khada. This is a special craft of the Bhunjias which is
found nowhere else except in this area, The Bhunjias of the
village Aimiripani manufacture hillbrooms out of locally
availahle grass, These hillbrooms and the mats which are
made by the Bhunjias are in great demand in the locality
among the caste Hindus.

In between the hill ranges lie wide open spaces where
many Bhunjia villages are lorated. Socme such villages are
Kholigaon and Chereinchuan where many Bhunjia families live
and carry on hunting. food gathering and shifting cultivation
for their livelihood. The main gateways to these interior places
which are locally known as Kholi aie Batkot and Rajna both
being located in the plains close to the eastern borcer of the
hill ranges. These two places provide passage into the
middle portion. whereas Boran and Baijalpur to the southern
portion and Dharambandha and Lcdra to the northern portion
of the hill ranges.

There are scme very important places of pilgrimage
located in the eastern border of the hill ranges close to the
plains. One of such places is Samlei Dei temple near Phalchib
village. It is lacated on the bank of the Udanti river on the
eastern borderin the southern most region of the hill
ranges. A fair weather road which runs almost parallel to
the Udanti river connects this temple with Sinapali village in
the plains. Halfway between Sinapali and Phalchib, lies a
village called Baijalpur near Nilji'village. This village is one
of the main settlements of the Bhunjias. As the village is
located in plains, there is very gocd fertile land around
it and the Bhunjias carry on wet cultivation in these lands
and have become prosperous. In this sense, Baijalpur
represents the most prosperous Bhunjia village in the
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southern region of ex-Zamindari of Khariar. As the temple
at Phalchib has broken down, a new temple has been built
in another place called Patiyalpara near Baijalpur and the
icon of Samlei Dei has been installed in this new temple.

Similarly, there is another place of pilgrimage which
is as important as the Sam/ei De/j temple. Here a hot spring
called Patalganga is located and it is near a village called
Kot which is also located in the eastern border of the hill
ranges. A reservoir has been constructed at the spring and
water from the spring over flows the reservoir and flows down
in the form of a hillstream.

Kot is inhabited by a sizable population of the Bhunjias
and it is in this village that a Jagannath temple and a Siva
temple are located. During the car festival which is held at
both Kot and Patiyalpara the Bhunjias and other communities,
both tribal and non-tribal, from nearby as well as far off
places gather in large number in these pilgrim centres to
witness the festival. They also visit Bhela village where
the car festival is also observed. In the north, Dharmabandha
village attracts large crowd of Bhunjias and other communities
during the car festival.

Material culture :

Location and Pattern of the village—

As described earlier, the Bhunjias are divided into two
groups, Chuktia who lives in the hills and Chinda who fives
in the plains. The life-way presented in this book . is related
to the Chuktia section of the Bhunjias.

The villages of the Chuktias are gererally of linear
pattern in which there may be one main street with one or
more subsidiary small lanes running out of it. The individual
houses are located on either side of the village streets.
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In the case of big villages small 1anes emerge from the main
village street and run in convenient directions with houses
built on either side of the lanes,

The Bhunjia villages vary in size having houses ranging
from 8-10 households to 50.60 households. Most of the
Chuktia villages are situated in the valleys and plateaus some-
times in the foot-hills. Invariably, the villages are located
near some sources of water like perennial streams and
rivulets from which the people draw water for drinking and
other purposes. Each village has a boundary in which many
geds and geddesses reside to protect the village frem the
infiltration of evil spirits,

House Types—

The lay-out of the hcuses of the Bhunjias is of a
peculiar type. Two or three or more households take a wide
open space and build their individual houses there. A Bhunjia
household has generally three houses, one which is bigger
than the other two serves as the living-cum-store room, the
second hut built adjacent to it by its side is the cattle-shed
and the third hut, which is the smallest and built a little away

in front of the living room, is the kitchen-shed which is
enclosed all round.

The Bhunjia houses are small in size, sufficient to acco.-
mmodate 8 married couple and one or two children. A Bhunjia
household comprises of one main house (Kudia) with an
open verandah (Beska)in front and a kitchen-shed (Rosaghar).
Besides these two main hcuses, there is a cow-shed and
fowl-pen located at a little distance from the main house.
The size of the main house varies from 25 ft. into 12 ft. to
25 ft. into 17 ft. and the size of the kitchen is around 9ft,
into 7 ft. The height is within 7 ft. There are no windcws
in the house. The main house and the kitchen.shed have a
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door each in frent which seives the purpose of both entrance
and exit. The walls of the houses are made of wooden poles
stuck vertically on the ground close to each other with a
plaster of mud mixed with cowdung. The outer surface of
the wall is given a thin plaster with locally available white
or red earth. The roof is thatched with wild grass collected
from the nearby forests. The cow-shed and the geat-pen are
made of wocden planks.

All the houses are mud built and thatched with wild
qrass. In the living room and kitchen.shed, only doors are
provided. The houses and the surrounding areas are kept
very reat and clean. The walls are plastered with red and
white earth and the verardah either with cowdung or with any
coloured earth. |n mary houses floral and animal designs
are either drawn or painted on the walls of the room. Itisa
taboo ameng the Cluktias to use any kind of tiles or country
made Khapars {for thatching purpose. Therefore, in no
Chuktia village a tile thatched house is noticed in the

plateau.

Kitchen-shed as a sacred place—

The kitchen-shed is most sacred place of the
Bhunjias. Therefore, it is huiltin a convenient place separated
frem the living and other rooms and enclosure of bamboo
or timber palliasses is given around the kitchen.shed. No
outsider is allowed to come any where near the kitchen-shed,
let alone any physical contact with it. In case any outsider
touches any part of the kitchen-shed, the entire shed is razed
to the ground and the thatch is immediately burnt into

ashes.

Utmost sanctity is observed in matters of cooking food
in the kitchen-shed. No member of the house is allowed to
gat focd inside it. Even no charred wood from any outside
isused in the oven inside the kitchen.shed. All these



asnoy eifunyg ‘pays-uayoiy




43

restrictions indicate the rigidity with which the practice of
pollution and purity is associated with the works of cooking
inside it. No satisfactory explanation could be found out
for such rigid practices. But one thing is certain that the
Bhunjias are very much conscious of their identity as a tribal
community separate from all other tribal communities and
for some reason or other they want to maintain this identity

uncontaminated by external forces.

Contents of a Bhunjia house—

The household appliances in @8 common Bhunjia house
are not many. The most common household belongings
comprise of mats (Champ), earthen pots, mortar and pestle
(Musel), gourds (Tumba) tor storing water, leaf umbrella
(Mayur) and some hunting implements, fishing traps (Chapa),
digging sticks, sickle (Hansia) and axe (Tangia). Some house-
holds have spinning wheel (Rohidan) because some Bhunjia
families carry on spinning cotton thread. Besides these appli-
ances. they have cooking vessels.utensils, clothes and baskets
for storing food-stuffs and forest collections. The clothes are
kept hanging from a bamboo pole set against the walls in the

sleeping room.

Dress and Ornament :

The dress of the men comprises of mainly a piece of
cloth and the weli-to-do people wear under garments and
shirts. The women wear only sarees but they have no habit
of wearing blouses and under garment. Men do not use
any ornaments whatsgever. But the women do. The orna-
ments, which are common among the Bhunjia women, are
necklaces made of beads and coils, glass and brass bangles.
anklets and ear-rings made of either aluminium or silver
(clip type). The Bhunjia women comb their hair in avery
decent manner. With the help of a bulky tassel.they arrange
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their hair into a massive bun at the back of their head and
fix pins into it to keep the hair in position.

Some peculiarities are marked in the dresses and
omaments of the Bhunjias. These peculiarities are more
observed among the women rather than men.



CHAPTER IV

LIFE CYCLE

Birth :

After marriage, pregnancy is very much liked among
the Bhunjias. A woman who has no capacity to reproduce
children is not liked by them and the status of parenthood,
which levels the father as Baba and mother as Aya. is higher
than the couple having no children in their society. Pregna-
ncy indicates rebirth of one of the ancestors which is taken
as a curse in some cases and boon in other cases. Not all
ancestors are benevolent and therefore the people apprehend
difficulties in the case of rebirth of malevolent ancestors.

Among the Bhunjias a male child is preferred to a
female child. The simple reason given by them is that when
the female child grows up and gets married, she leaves her
parents’ house and goes to jive with her husband in his
house. In this case the family having the female child los€s
a member as well as her contributions to the economic
wellbeing of the household. This situation does not arise
in the case of a male child because the Bhunjias are patrilocal
and in most of the cases the male members continue to stay
in the households of their procreation and work for the
economic development of the households.

Some of the preliminary symptoms of pregnancy
(gagedi ohariba) are stoppage of menses, nausea, vomiting.
and with the abdominal protuberance, the pregnancy becomes
conspicuous. After a woman is conceived, she observes
several restrictions. Some of the restrictions are as follows.

She should not go to the burial ground and come in
contact with dead body. She is restricted to do hard work
jike carrying heavy loads of fuel from the forest and carrying
things of heavy weight in the advance stage of pregnancy.
She is forbidden to take sacrificial meat.
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As soon as the woman feels the labour pain, an elderly
woman of her lineage having experience in delivery i1s imme-
diately called for to assist the woman. in case of difficult
delivery. the help of a medicine-man is taken and some herbal
medicines practised by him, is applied to her. After the
child is born. the elderly woman acting as the midwife cuts
the umbilical cord with an arrow head.

Post-natal care :

After the birth of the child, the mother undergoes
several restrictions, which she observes for a period of more
than three months. The mother is given some medicines
such as soup prepared out of boiled horse gram, the juice of
a plant calied bhuinbara and the bark of mankadnasa another
plant on the first day of birth along with rice gruel. Inthe
succeeding days she is kept on a restricted diet, which comp-
rises of rice gruel mixed with salt.

Tonsure Ceremony :

On the sixth day, all the lineage members are invited
to participate in the ritual. On this day the mother is led to
the nearby river or to the hillstream, where she takes her bath.
With her the accompaning members also take bath. The
presence of her brother’'s son (nephew) is necessaty on this
occasion and therefore, he is invited earlier to atterd the
ritual. Her brother’'s son makes new oven within the
enclosure of the kitchen-shed and cooks food there in new
earthen pots. It is the custom among the Bhunjias that all
the old used earthen pots are thrown away from the kitchen-

shed on this day.

After the sacred bath in the river, the mother and other
women return to the house, where the birth takes place, they
stop at the entrance of the house and warm up the baby.
The process of warming up is done like this that alamp is
kept burning on 3 heap of paddy in front of the house. They
warm up their palms with the help of the light of the lamp and
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place their warmed palms gently on the body of the baby.
After the warming up ceremony is over, the other childien of
the family as well as the neighbouring households are given
food to eat and thereafter, all the members of the household
including the assembled relatives and guests take the food.

Sometime in the morning the baby is shaved by the
nephew with the help of a new blade. This custom of cere-
monial shaving is repcated again after three months and
the same nephew is invited to prepare the act of shaving and
a feast is arranged to feed the assembled guests.

Puberty Rites :

Before the puberty rites take place, the girl has to
undergo a ritual which is called as Kundabara. This ritual
takes place at the age of ten and all the girls of ten years
of age of a village undergo this ritual at a time. On the day
of the ritual the respective parents invite all their relatives
living in the village to attend the ceremony. The girl., younger
in the age of the village, prepares caps made of palm lcaves
and put it on the head of the girls and takes them to the near-
by river. All the girls take a ceremonial bath in the river
and return home. After bath, all the girls walk seven times
around an arrow fixed on the ground. Thereafter, a feast

is arranged to entertain the assembled guests and relatives.
Urnless the Kundabara ritual is celebrated, no girl marries
and once a girl has undergone this ritual, she is forbidden
to take food in the house of other and maiket place.

The puberty rites are observed in the same way with
certain differences. The girl who has attained puberty is
kept confined for a week in one of the rooms of the house.
Food is served to her at that place and she is not allowed
to mix with others. During this period she is considered
unclean and any contact with her is considered defiling. It
is tabooed that she should not look at the face of any male
member either of her household or her village.
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cn first two

other’s brother
rice and

Il girls of

She is given normal diet by her mother

days and on the third day the son of her m
prepares a type of ragi gruel mixed with sun-dried
molasses and gives it to her and also to seven sma
the village. On the seventh day her mother, mother’s sister
and other female relatives accompany the girl tothe nearby
river and anoint a turmeric paste mixed with mohua oil over
the body of the girl and all including the girl take bath
the river. At this spot her mother and mother’s brother’s
wife (Ata) boil some water in an earthen pot and deep the
clothes used dy the girl into the boiled water and rinse them
properly and diy them in the sun. After the bath every body
returns home but the girl, who undergoes the puberty rites,
goes straight to her Ata’s house with the earthen pot on
which the clothes are washed. On the way, she throws the
earthen pot and goes alone to her Ata’s house. On reaching
her house, she is given a new brass pot filled in with water
which she carries to her own house and with the brass pot
enters into the kitchen-shed and starts cooking food in a
new oven made by herself for this purpose. With her admi-

ssion into the kitchen.shed and with meals having been

prepared by her. she is considered free from any ritual

pollution, which was caused by the first course of menstru-

ation. Like the Kundabara ritvcal the puberty rites area

necessary condition for the girls to undergo before they are

in

married.

Marriage

Rules of Marrige—

As previously described, the tribe is divided into two
exogamous moieties; Netam'and Markam. Bhunjias of Chuktia
group may marry in the Chinda group of the tribe but not in
his own moiety. Marriage in one’s own village may prevalent
but not within one’s own lineage group either in the village

or outside of the village.
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Marriage seasons—

There is no definite month in which all marriages are
supposed to take place. Generally, most of the marriages

are held after harvest so that no difficulty is faced to meet
the marriage expenses.

Procedure of Marriage—

Most of the marriages are arranged marriage in which
negotiation is held between the parents of the bride and bride.
groom to settle details regarding the date on which the
marriage will take place, number of guests and relatives to be
invited and the kind of feast to be arranged for them and
presents to be given to the bridegroom. The Bhunjias do not
have any custom of paying bride price and the payment of
dowry is a newly introduced phenomenon in their society.

The step, which starts further negotiation leading to
marriage, is the first visit of the son's father to the proposed
father-in.law’s house. This visit is called tokildekha. In this
meeting the son’s father is able to know whether the to be
daughter-in-law’s father is willing to give her daughter or
not. If the girl's father agrees, further procedure of nego-
tiation goes on. The second phase of negotiation is known
as magen. |n the second visit, the boy’'s father goes to
bride’s father's house along with his five friends and relati-
ves. They take with them five kilograms of rice, 500 grams
dal, two kilograms of molasses, one packet of leaf tea, one
bundle of bidi and leaves of Indian hemp (bhang) to the
residence of the proposed bride. In the meeting of both of the
parties, the details of the marriage pyoposal are settled. In
this  meeting the giri's father gives his final consent
regarding the marriage of hig daughter. At last the date of
the marriage is fixed by both the parties.

The next step of the marriage is byhaghar in which the
actual marriage takes place. Day preceding the date of
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marriage, the bridegroom’s father arranges” feast (dinner) for
the friends and relatives. On the marriage cccasion both
hrido and bridegrcom put on NCW clothes. The day on which
marriage takes place, the bridcgroom party consisting of
bridegrocm, his friends and relatives go to the bride’s father’s
house. The matriage is selemnized thereby walking around
the sacred post and the ceremony is conducted by a traditional
priest known as Dinwari, who is a member of the tribe. The
groom’s party stays there for a period of three consecutive
days. The bride’s father provides raw focd items to the
members of the bridegroom party. Scme of the members
of the said party cook the food items and serve thcse
amang themselves. The boys and girls of both the
parties sing and dance in a competitive spirit. The
ne‘ghbourirg Harijans play drums and music at the marriage
ceremany. After the marriage ceremcny is cver, the bride
and the grocm return to the latter’'s house alcng with the
friends and relatives and participate in a feast previously
arrarnged by the bridegroom’s father.

Death Rites :

When death takes place in any household, other
members of the house send the death news 10 all
the members of their lineage. On getting the death news:
the near and dear ones and their Kith and kin visit the berea-
ved family to console the members of the family and make
arrangements for the burial of the dead body. The dead bcdy
is given a bath and covered in a rew piece of white cloth.
Thereafter. the bedy is laid on a bamboo frame of the type cf
a ladder and carried to the burial greund. On the way, the
son of the decea:ed person’s wife’s brother (nephew) throws
paddy grainson the path and &t the purial ground anoint
turmeric paste on the face of the deceased person.

A trench of six feet into four feet into five feet in
dimension is dug by the relatives in the burial ground. A
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new cloth is spread on the floor of the trench on which the
dead body w.th face upward is laid with somo new clothes
ccvered over it by the relatives. These rew clothes are given
by the relatives, who are present in the burial ground. Thete-
after,the trench is covered with soil packed from top to bottom.
Stenes are also kept on the pits so that the jackle and other
animals may not dig out the soil and get the corpse.

After the burial is over all of those, who participate
in the burial ground, go to the riverside and take hath. After
bath, each person will hold a ercwbar and take two to threo
drops of water mixcd with root of a plant called rigunkuta.
This is a process by which the pall-bcarers and others, who
participate in the burial woik, get themselves ritcally
purified.

After the rites of purificaticn is ebcerved, the eldest
son of the deceased man floats two small brass plates on the
water. One of these plates contains oil and the other cont.
ains the cut hair of the deceased man. The idea behind this
woik is to determine the cause of the death of the perscn. |f
it is @ natural death, the oil does not spread but accumulates
on the water. [f it is a death by disease, the oil spreads into
several drops. If neither these ccnditigns are respensible for
the death of the person, in that case the oil spreads into a
lcrg bar ¢n the water. After the ritval bath is over, all of
them return home, wear clean clothes and keep asicde the old
ones for cleaning. No members of the family take fced cn
that cay except tea, which is only for men not for women.
For the following two days the family members live cn only
rice gruel. On the third day, all the related members of the
family are invited for the mortuary fcast. The nephew sprin-
kles cow’s milk all over the house, throws away all the used
earthen pots and cocks food in the new pots. After
the focd is cooked, he does the shaving of the eldest
son of the deceased. After the schaving is cver, the
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eldest son ~ puts on a new cloth and then proceeds to the
burial ground with cooked food placed in three leaf cups.
One cup contains rice, the second curry and the third water.
He places these three cups at the place, where the deceased
is buried, sits sad at the side and calls the deceased to get up
and have the food. Thereafter, the eldest son and others,
who have accompanied him to the burial ground, return to the
village and make arrangement for taking food. The feast,
which is cooked on this occasion, consists of sun-dried
cooked rice and curry prepared out of local available vege-
takles.

The wel-t0-do persons among the Bhunjias may supply
dal on this occasion but it is not a comon practice. After the
feast is over, all the invitees give consolation to the members
of the bereaved family and leave for their respective villages.



CHAPTER V

LIVING CONDITION

Environmental Sanitation :

The Bhunjia settlements have generally a tidy appeara-
nce. The rocky terrain in which the settiements are located
does not make the settlements muddy during rainy season nor
does the rain water stagnate in temporary pools in the village
street on account of sloping topography of the site. However,
the leaves which fall from the trees are found in and
around the village and the cowdung pits, which over flow
during rainy season and the garbage. which are generally
thrown outside the households, make the surroundings insani-
tary to some extent. This is more so in the rainy season than
in other seasons., which are relatively dry and keep the settle-
ments neat and clean. Both men and women take bath
regularly everyday. In this respect the women are more
regular than men because no women before bath can enter
the kitchen-shed and the work of cooking meals is the prero-
gative of the women.

The Bhunjia houses are kept very neat and clean by the
women folk. The floor of the house is plastered daily
with cowdung mixed with red earth and the surroundings of
the house is swept clean.

Preparation of Food :

Rice is the staple food of the Bhunjias. Sun-dried
rice is most common among them and the women do not
take parboiled rice on ritual ground. However, the restrict-
ion is slackened at times if the rice is parboiled at home and
not brought from outside that is the rice is husked by means
of mortar and pestie by the housewife and is cooked in the
kitchen-shed. The men and women are non-vegetarian. But
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the women are forbidden to take chirken due to scme
customary injunctions. While the Chuktia Bhunjias, who
represent the primitive section of the tribe, consider domasti.-
cation of pigs cdefiling and polluting, the Chinda Bhunjias,
who represant the advance section of the tribe, do not cbser-
ve any such taboo in the matter of either keeping the pigs at
home or eating pork.

The Bhunjias grow minor millets, hajara (Pennisetum
typhoideum), pulses and various types of vegetables in the
uplands adjacent to their villages. Various preparaticns of
millets ar.d vegetables cooked with rice gruel are their food
habits. Their diet is also supplemented by roots ard tubers,
fruits and flowers which they collect from the neaiby forests.

Food Habits :

An adult takes two meals a day once at the midday and
the other in the evening just after suncet. But the children do
not follow any such timings in takirg focd and take any
number of time which the food supply of the family will
allcw. The Bhunjias are completely teetctallers and in this
respect they stand distinctly ceparate frcm other tribes of the
State. Their drink comprises of tea, both men and women aie
very much addicted to tea. In almost evety house one can
come across or.e oven either in the front verandah or in the
outer roocm of the house where tea is prepared and seived to
the adult members of the household. As supply cof milk is a
problem among the Bhunjias, raw tea not mixed with milk is

their common drink.

In this respect an interesting incident is worth noting.
it is pointed out earlier that when the Forest Rest-shed was
built by the Forest Department at Scnabera village, the
Bhunjias raised objections against it and did not co-cperate.
in the construction of this building. The then Forest Officer
incharge of this project convened a meeting of the leading
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members of the village and of neighbouring villages and
served unlimited quantities of tea to each and every Bhunijia,
who attenced the mceling. After the tea was served, the
Forest Officer explained to them the need for having a
Rest-shed in their village for occupation of the visiting
officers. The first dose of tea was vety effective in modera-
ting the cbjections and when thgy were served tea for the
secord time at the end of the meoting, all their objections

had vanished altogether and they co-operated wholeheartedly
in the construction of the Forest Rest-shed.

Totacco is very popular among the Bhunjias. It is
smoked by rolling it in either saf or kendu leaves or chewed

by makirg it powder. But the habit of taking tobacco and
smoking country bidi or cigaratte is confined to men only
and women are completely free from this habit.

Health :

Compared with the physique of the neighbouring
Gonds., who are rather strong and stout. the Bhunjias look
not so strong and appear to be unhealthy. In the Sonabera
plateau the Gonds possess better lands and are better
cultivators and also better-fed than the Bhunjias and there-
fore, a difference in physique between these two communities
is noticed. The Bhunjias labour hard in their fields from
morning to till night and due to scarcity of adequate food
supply. they get less food to eat. In fact, the roots and tubers,
fruits and flowers, which they gather frem the neatby forests
and the animals, which they hunt in occasions, supplement
their cereals, which they produce from their fields. The
food-stuff gathered frcm the silvan surroundings provide better
nutrition than the food-stuff, whichare yielded from the sour-
ces of agriculture and horticulture. ‘

Common Diseases—

The common ailments among the Bhunjias are stomach
trouble, malaria, skin disease and cases of tuberculosis.
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Some of the other dispases with which the Bhunjias are
afflicted are rheumatic, epileptic and arthritic complains,
cough and cold, dysentery, diarrhoea, and menstrual
irregularities.

Causes of the Diseases—

lliness of any kind is believed to be caused largely by
malevolent deities and evil spirits. Violation of social and
religious taboos also cause bodilyill health. Ailthough some
people think that untimely bath, irregularity in taking food.
rigorous climate of the area may be responsible for physical
ill health. The witches and the sorcerers who are found
among the Bhunjias in almost all the villages cause illness
through black magic. It is the belief among the Bhunjias
that every serious disaster or epidemic takes place following
infringe and violation of social and ritual taboos. The tigers
play havoc in the area where the people break ruies of their

society.
Medical Therapy—

As soon as a person falls ill, the common practice is to
consult the traditional medicine-man called Jhakar, who is a
herbalist and use herbal medicines prescribed by him. The
people in general know the common remedies for minor phy-
sical complaint and minor injuries. Whenever a person sustains
injury. which causes bleeding, a paste made out of the roots
of a plant called Khandadhari is applied over the wound. In
addition to the herbal medicine magical incantations are
considered effective means to check bleeding.

Similarly, the leaves of Sahaf tree are made into a
paste and applied to the forehead of the patient suffering
from fever. The same paste is also used for getting relief
from headache and pain in any part of the body. Epileptic fits
are cured by using barks of a tree called Ranu. The process
used for the application of the bark is as follows :
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The barks of the tree are boiled and this water after itis
moderately cooled, poured over the patient. This poured water
falls on a hot iron rod over which the patient is held so that
the steam coming out of the hot iron touches the patient. This
steam is believed to cure epilepsy. Thereis a simple heibal
medicine for cuting cough and cold. The person, who suffers
from cough and cold, chews three to four yellow myrobalan

(Terminalia chebula)and swallows the juice of the myrobalan.

Dysentery is cured by taking two to four Sa/ seeds twice daily
in emply stomach continuously for two to three days.

Meantal Therapy—

If the herbal medicine is not effective the patient loses
patience and resorts the practice of divination. He calls for
& diviner, who is skilled in spirit possession and knows the
techniques of detecting the spirit, who is supposed to cauce
the disease in the patient. On reaching the patient’s house
the diviner starts performing necessary rituals to get himeelf
possessed by the spirit. As soon as the diviner is possesced
with the spirit, he declares the particular evil spirit, who has
caused the iliness and the reasons for this ard prescribes the
required therapy and curative measures.

The observations, which are given above, give an
impression that the Bhunjias are tradition bound and depend
upon the traditional methods and are not interested in allo.
pathic treatment. In fact, itis not so. The nearest health
centre providing modern medical facilities is located at a
distance of 50 kms. from the centre of the Sonabera plateay
and the road which connects the plateau with block head.
quarters, where the health centre is located, is not suitable
for bus communication. The trucks of the forest contractors,
which ply on the road, are not convenient for canying the
patients to the health centre. There is no medical practitiorer
in the whole area of Sonabera plateau, During rainy season
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the road gets damaged at several places by the torrential hill-
streams and it becomes extremely difficult to cover the dista-
nee sven on foot. Under these circumstances it is but natural
that the people continue to believe in super natural-beings
and seek their mercy and blessings at the time of their illness
and other difficulties,



CHAPTER VI

ECONOMIC LIFE

The econcmic life of the Bhunjiasis very simple. It is
of subsistence type. In order to maintain their subsistence,
they pursue wet cultivation which includes low land paddy
cultivation in small chunks along with the practice of shifting
cultivation in small measures and with the usual pursuit of
forest collection. The output from land and the collection
from the forest provide them just the bare minimum. What.
ever food one gets, he consumes it without thinking much of
the future because of ceer poverty. The land holding is
small in size as far as the lcw land paddy cultivation is
concerred. So also the production out of this land is scanty
due to the primitive method of cultivation, which has been
followed by the people since time immemorial. Besides
agriculture, they have other econcmic pursuits like hunting,
gleaning, animal husbandry, fishing and wage earning.

Shifting cultivation:

The Bhunjias are in the habit of carrying on shifting
cultivation, which they call Bewar a term used by the Gonds
of Madhya Pradesh for such type of agriculture. The forest
clearing and cutting starts in the month of February (Magha.
Falguna). All the pecple in a village join hands to do this
work for one another by turn without any payment for their
labour. Such co-operative labour is available to each house.
hold only for a day. and on this appointed day the labour
force tries to cover the entire area assigned to the househoid
for shifting cultivation. The voluntary workers are provided
withgood once at noon time.
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The felled trees and the cleared brushwood are [eft
in the clearings for a month or so to be dried up and in the
month of April they are set on fire. The firing is also done
for every household on team basis. The dried leaves, twigs,
branches and small trees are collected into several heaps and
these heaps of ccmbustible matters are set on fire. The
ashes are ploughed into the soil with the help of a hand-hoe
and no bullock drawn plough is used for ploughing the
clearings. ’

The seeds of Rag/ (Eleusine corocana), Kango (Setaria
italica), Suan (Panicum paludosum), Kodus (Paspalumscrobi-
culatum) and Jhudung (Vigna unguiculata) mixed together
are sown broadcast in the clearings and one after another
they start ripening in their proper seasons. A small variety
of brinjal locally called Bhejera is also grown along with ragi
in the swidden. The Suan crop ripes first and the people
eat it right in the clearings by frying them. Both Kango and
‘Suan are harvested in the month of September and are consu-
med at the field, right after harvest. Rag/ takes a little more
time for ripening and it is harvested in the month of November
and December. The crop is brought home and stored in
hamboo baskets. Both rice and rag/ are the principal food-
grains of the Bhunjias and these crops are never sold for cash.
But the cashcrops. which they grow consist of oil seeds and
sugarcane, which they sale in exchange for paddy.

The crops which are grown in the second year are
Gulji (Millet) and Biri (Phaseolum mungo). The brinjal plants
which were grown last year continue to survive and bear
fruits in the second year also. The firing of the clearings
does not do harm to the brinjal plants, which continue ta
provide vegetable even in the second vyear. Gulji ripes in
September and Biri in October and November. While Gulji
is used as food, Biri issold for cash. In this area Kandula
(Cajanus cajan) is not grown by the people because the frost,

which falls during winter in the area, destroys the crops.
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In some places Ramtile is grown in the third year
of the swidden plots but the general practice is to leave the
clearings from the third year to recuperate.

A clearing is left failow for 3 to 4 years after which it
is again taken up for growing crops.

The Bhunjias grow Bajara (Pennisetum typhoideum),
Janha (Borghum vulgare) and cucumbers in the lands around
their houses, which are known as bari lands. These crops are
followed by mustard crop, which is grown in the same bari
lands.

Wat Cultivation

Besides shifting cultivation, the Bhunjias carry on wet
cultivation in the plains. Paddy is grown in the plains.
Paddy is sown broadcast in the lands, which are situated at
higher 1evel, where there is no source of water for irrigation.
But in the lands, which are in the lower level of the valley
near hillstreams, paddy is transplanted after the soil is
properly cultivated, puddied and levelled.

The cultivation cycle starts with ploughing in the
month of May which is followed by manuring and sowing of
seeds before the onset of rain. Towards the end of August,
the cross-cultivation and weeding of extra paddy seedlings
are over. Watching of the paddy fields starts throughout
October-November and harvesting is done in December and

continues upto January.

The practice of raising seedlings is something peculiar,
which is worth mentioning. Certain patches of lands are fixed
where seedlings of paddy are raised. Generally, these seed
beds are located very close to the land, where the seedlings
are transplanted. Logs of wood and thick branches of trees
cut from the nearby forest are transported to the site and
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arranged in several heaps on the seed-beds. 50 cents of land
require nearly five cart-loads of wood for this purpose. Then
heaps of wood arranged on the seed bed are set on fire and
the =oil of the bed all over is completely charred and burnt.
This process of preparing the soil for raising the sgedlings is
known as Dahi cultivation. Thereafter, the seed-bed is
thoroughly ploughed and the soil is levelled for raising
the seedlings. The Bhunjias distinguish the soil of the seed-
bed, whera the wood were burnt from the ordinary soil in the
jands, which are not subjected to any kind of firing. They
call the former type of soil as poda mati (charred soil) and
the latter type as kancha mati (raw soil). The seedlings
grown in charred soil are stronger and healthier whereas
those grown in the raw soil are weaker and fecbler. There
are other qualities of charred soil which the Bhunjias
cnumerated one after another in course of interview with
them. For example. the charred soil does not allow any weeds
1o grow and therefore, the labour or the cost required for
weeding is entirely nil. Moreover, the plants grown in
charred soil are absolutely disease free and therefore, use of
pesticide is not required.

The local varieties of paddy which they cultivate are
Sankarai, Banskanthia, Dubraj and Jalli. There are also
other local varieties of paddy like Setka, Kuli and Bairi.
guntha which take a period of three to four months for
harvesting. High yielding varieties of paddy crops are still
unknown to them. There is no reservoir present to store the
flowing water for future use. so all the lands are rainfed and
the Bhunjias practise wet cultivation and produce ore paddy
crop in a year. In addition to the low land, the Bhunjias
cultivate upland art jami and also prepare kitchen garden
(bari Jami). Recently few Bhunjia households have been
able to have dug wells and could grow cashcrcps like
sugarcane and vegetables like banana, brinjal, tamato,
cabbage and chilly. »
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Implements usad—

The egricultural implements used in paddy cultivation
include wooden plough for tilling the soil, spade for soften-
ing the soil, sickle for reaping the corn and above all cart for
transportation of crops. They also use the following imple-
ments for their specified purposes such as the shovel and
crowbar for digging the carth, axe for felling the trees and
knife for cutting the branches of the trees and bushes.

Ownership of land in Cultivation—

In the Bhunjia society land is owned individually. The
lard for which there is the revenue record in the name of a
person is known as abadi jami and the land for which there
is no record is known as anabadi jami. The quantity of tand
for settied agriculture is less, and moreover cultivation of
this type of land only gives them paddy and not the other
cereals and puises for which the people take resort to shifting
cultivation in spite of the restriction imposed by the Forest
Department of the State Government.

Ritual observed—

The Bhunjias worship the Goddess Sunadei/ and
Matimata for better harvesting. They perform a number of
rituals to appease the deities and spirits before starting with
the cultivation. One of it is that on Akhitritia day the head
of each household keeps a handful of paddy before the
Chounra, a sacred clay pedestal on which a Tulsitiee is plant-
ed, worships it and goes to the paddy field to sow the seeds.
The ritual is observed by ail the Bhunjias after it is being cbse.-
rved by the Pujari before the Supreme Mother Goddess
Sunadei. Before preparing the soil for sowing the seeds,
the head of the household sacrifices a fow! in the field for
the sake of Matimataand starts work.
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Natural Parils—

The people have observed that the quantity of frost fgll
has been diminishing year after year. In the past, the ent.:re
area was covered with frost during winter in an extensive
manner. But it has considerably diminished in the present
time. The fall in the past was so much that it was killing all the
bean plants and seed crops such as Kandula. But the exten-
sive frost fall was most favourable for getting a bumper paddy
crop. With the gradua! diminution of frost fall, there has
besn a corresponding decline in the productivity of the paddy
crop. The yield diminished by almost five times of what was
produced from the same amount of land ten years back. The
people attribute the decline of frost fall to the extensive
destruction of the forest.

The paddy fields are more or jess open to the ravages
of wild animals. Unless they take pains to keep constant
watch over these fields and drive away wild animals, they
can hardly expect to reap a good harvest. Untimply rain and
frost fall also affect the growth of the plants, which result in
poor harvest. The Bhunjias have also no control over parasite,
weeds, insects and other pests which ruin the crops.

Division of Labour :

Division of labour on the basis of sex among ' the
Bhunjias is understood through the typical -allocation of
different types of work between men and women by’ the
society. Adult males as well as females work in the agricul-
tural field. But ploughing is done by males only. Hunting
and use of bow and arrow are taboo for women. Fishing,
rearing of animals, collection of forest produces: and "selling
of commedities etc. are done both by men and. women.
Mainly, women are engaged in all domestic works. In some
cases and in circumstances men also help thg women in
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implemeants usod—

The agricultural implements used in paddy cultivation
include wooden plough for tilling the soil, spade for soften-
ing the soil, sickle for reaping the corn and above all cart for
transportation of crops. They also use the following imple-
ments for their specified purposes such as the shovel and
crowbar for digging the garth, axe for felling the trees and
knife for cutting the branches of the trees and bushes.

Ownership of land in Cultivation—

In the Bhunjia society land ‘is owned individually. The
lard for which there is the revenue record in the name of a
person is known as abadi jami and the land for which there
is no record is known as anabadi jami. The quantity of land
for settied agriculture is less, and moreover cultivation of
this type of land only gives them paddy and not the other
cereals and pulses for which the people take resort to shifting
cultivation in spite of the restriction imposed by the Forest
Department of the State Government.

Ritual observed—

The Bhunjias worship the Goddess Sunadei and
Matimata for better harvesting. They perform a number of
rituals to appease the deities and spirits before starting with
the cultivation. One of it is that on Akhitritia day the head
of each household keeps a handful of paddy before the
Chounra, a sacred clay pedestal on which a Tu/s/tree is plant.-
ed, worships it and goes to the paddy field to sow the seeds.
The ritual is observed by all the Bhunjias after it is being cbse-
rved by the Pujari before the Supreme Mother Goddess
Sunadei. Before preparing the soil for sowing the seeds,
the head of the household sacrifices a fowl in the field for
tho sake of Matimataand starts work.
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demestic wotks. Felling of trees for shifting cultivation,
ploughing, biroadcasting of seeds in the field and thatching of
huts are done by men. In the construction of houses.,
specially in the preparation of mud-walls the women take
active part. Both men and women engage in wage-earning
in the local area. Even children below twelve years of age
aro engaged in this work.

The sex wise division of labour among the Bhunjias is
detailed in the following table.

TABLE—6
Work Sex
1. Agriculture.
Ploughing Men
Sowing Men
Weeding Men and Women
Reaping Men

2. Food quest-

Collection of roots and tubers Men and women

Catching of birds, hunting
and fishing. Men

Plucking leaves from the jungle Men and women

Collection of Sal seeds and
Mohua flowers. Men and women
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Work Sex

3. Household tasks-

Thatching the house Men
Plastering the house Women
Sweeping Women
Marketing Men and women
Cleaning the cow-shed Women
Preparing leaf cups and plates Women
Washing utensils Women
4. Food preparation-
Chopping fire wood Men (in some except-
ional cases women
also do)
Husking of paddy Women
Winnowing Women
Cooking Women
Serving food Women b
Staughtering and sacrificing &
goats and chickens Men .
Worshipping deities in communal
rituals. Men

5. Entertainment-
Singing Women and men

Dancing Women and men

Forest Economy :

Gleaning—

Next to agriculture, the Bhunjias depend upon the
forest to supplement their subsistence. Their output from
agriculture is so poor that they have been depending upon the
forest. In fact, their food is greatly supplemented by roots
and tubers collected from the forest round the year.
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The food materials collected from the forest have

Chances of getting edible fruits are

The items of forest collections and their use are

detailed in the following table.

TABLE — 7

[tems of forest collections

Use of items

1

2

Fruits

Kendu, Mango, Jack-
fruit, Mahua, Charkoli
Annlakoli, Date-palm,
Tamarind, Jamu

Roots and tubers
Keukanda, Sadrikanda
Bathadikanda, Pitkanda
Sinkanda, Batkanda &
Arrowraoot (Tikhur)

Eggs

Eggs of jungle hen, pea-
cock and pigeon
Miscellaneous

i ) Green leaves, various
kinds of fodders and
grasses

ii) Timber, bamboo

ii) Twigs

Collected both by men and
women and consumed by
them. Dried mahua flowers
are sold for cash.

Consumed, eaten and used
as medicine. (Keukanda is

used for intoxicating the
fish in the water)

Collected for special
dishes.

To feed domestic animals
and thatch the huts.

Construction of house and
making of house materials

Used in dahi cultivation.



1 | 2
iv) Sal srzﬁ-ds. -}..d'ohun
sends, Lac, Resin and

Horey.

v) Kendu leaves. Sal Used far own consump-
leaves and S/al/ tion as well as sold for
leaves. cash. Used in lcaf cup and

plate making and bid/
making.

vi) Fire wood. Used in cooking

Hunting :

Hunting is one of the traditional cccupations of the
Bhunjias. There is no specified time when they start their
hunting activities. During leisure the Bhunjias go to forest
for cecupational hunting and bird trapping. The hunting
implements include a bow and different types of arrows.
a knife and an axe. They are notexpert archers but their
skill in hunting is quite adequate. In hunting expedition
they hunt and catch wild bear, sambar, deer, kutra, hare,
mongoose. peacock, pigegn, parrot and jungle fowl. They
kring the prey either alive or dead. The prey is equally
distrihuted among the frierds, who participate in the hunting.
In case of a big hunt its meat is distributed among the villa-
gers. Wemen do not participate in the hunting expedition.
The zeal to hunt is gradually diminishing day by day due to
the restrictions enforced gn hunting by the Forest Cepart-
ment. Thus., now a days it is more an individual affair rather

than a communal concern.

A bricf account on Forest Economy :
Far the following economic bkenefits, the Bhunjias

largely depend ¢n forest.
1. Collection of fryits, roots. tukers and other edible food

items for their own ccnsumption.
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2. Hunting and catching of wild animals and birds and
collection of eggs.

3. Cutting of trees and its branches for fuel and dah/
cultivation.

Grazing of cattle, goats, shcep and buffaloes.

5. Collection of different forest produce such as seeds and
leaves of various trees gither for their own consumption
or for sale and

6. Working as wage labourers in forest plantation, cutting
of trees and timbers for the Forest Corporation and in
making forest roads.

Animal Husbandry :

Animal husbandry is not so popular among the Bhunjias.
But they domesticate animals and birds such as cow, bullock,
gcat, sheep, buffalo, dog. fowl, pigeon and parrot. The
number of domestic animals are negligible in the villages.
The animals and birds reared for meat are goat. sheep,
fowl and pigeon. Buffaloes and bullocks are used in
drawing plough and cart. Goat and fowl are also reared for

sacrificial purposes.

Generally, no special food is given to the animals and
birds. They entirely depend on natural grazing inthe
forest. Sometimes the Bhunjias sell these livestocks
to meet their contingent expenses. They take the milk of the

cow.
Fishing :

Fishing is another source of getting food for the
Bhunjias. Though they are not expert fishermen still then

they catch fish to a very considerable extent. In rainy season
they catch fish from the local reservoirs and perennial streams



70

nearby the village. But the practice is very occasional and
irrpqular. They catch fish in two ways. Firstly, they catch
fish by using Thapa, Singa, bow and arrow. Secondly, they
grind and crush the Kevkanda and throw it into the water to
make the water intoxicated. After eating the small particles
of Keukanda, fishes become intoxicated and senseless due to
ite bitter taste and float on the surface of the water. The
local varieties of fishes are found like Seul, Bambi, Magura,
Prawn, Rohi etc. in the reservoirs and streams. They consume
fish and often sell for cash. [t adds to their economy in

some way.

Wage-earning—

The poor Bhunjias take up wage earning as an econo-
mic pursuit to supplement their economy. Now some of them
are working as daily labourers in the Forest Department
nursery,and also as earth movers for the construction of forest
roads. The wage rateis Rs. 5/- per day per man. Sometimes,
the Bhunjias exchange labour among themselves at different
phases of agricultural work. Also at the time of thatching
and construction of new houses they exchange labour among

themselves. Very often when one works in the agricultural
field of a well-to-do family, each labourer gets an amount of

Rs. 3/- as wage alcng with a working meal in the midday.

Weights and Measures :

The Bhunjias are not yet acquainted with modern system
of weights and measures. They still continue to make econo-
mic transactions with their traditional system of weights and
measures, which has become out-dated now and it provides
scope to the unscrupulous traders to exploit the innocent
tribals. The weights and measures adopted by the Bhunjias
for trading purposes are volumetric in nature. They are
described in the Table 8 by their local terms and
equivalents.
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TABLE—8
Local term Local English equivalent
equivalent in Metric System

1 Mana 4 Ads 3 Kgs. 200 gms.
25 Ada 20 Kgs.

1 Mana 8 Sola 3 Kgs. 200 gms.

1 Sola 2 Didha 400 gms.
20 Masna 1 Khandi 64 Kgs.

Market places :

Although the Chuktia Bhunjias live in the hills,which a:e

difficult to access, they are not without contact with outsice
world. One of the avenues of their external contact is the
weekly markets, which they visit to get their daily necessities,
to dispose of their produce and to meet relatives and friends.
All the weekly markets are located close to the borders of the
hill ranges on both the sides of Madhya Pradesh and Orissa.
The important market places, which the Bhunjias visit on
different days in the week are mentioned below :

1)

2)

Dharambandha—Iit is located in the north of the area and
the market sits on Monday. The market is fairly big and
since it is located in the plains, there is a very big
gathering of people on every market day at this place.
The Bhunjias who live on this side in villages such as
Amanala, Sethjampani, Lodra, Maragura, Talabera
and Jharlama visit this market on Monday.

Bhela—This village is situated in the plains on the eastern
side of the hill ranges. It is one of the important
gateways to the interior of these hills. The weekly market
is held on every Friday at this place. The Bhunjias even
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4)
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{rom vety far-off places visit this market. Bhela village
is, so to say. a small township in which several shops of
qrocery and stationery are located. There is 3also a
Primary Health Centre and a Co-gperative sociely. The
putpose of the visit of the Bhunjias to this place on the
market day is multipurpose. They not only buy their
immediate needs but also contact the health centre for
medical advice and for medicine and Co-operative society
fcr agricultural and other types of loans. The enlightened
ones among the Bhunjias find a chance to meet the local
M.L.A. on the market day and discuss their problems

with him.

Rajna— On the same eastern side in the plains but much
closer to the hills is the village Rajna. which also serves
as an important gateway to the middle portion of the hill
ranges. T1he weekly market of this place is held on every
Tuesday and this place witnesses a large gathering
of Bhunjias on every market day.

Udyanban— This village is situated on the main road
between Komna and Nawapara. This place has developed
to a market centre of middle order in the recent times.
Some very rich shops particularly cloth shops have come
up in this place. People of the surrounding villages
including those located in the hills visit this place for
marketing and particularly for purchasing clothes. Some
hotels have come up in this place and these restaurants
including the tea stalls have been of great attraction to

the visitors.

Boran— This village is located very close to the eastern
porder of the hill ranges and itis the gateway to the
pilgrim centre of Patalganga spring to Kot. The Bhunjias
of villages located in the southern region of the hills visit
this place on Monday, when the weekly market sits at this

place.
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Selling sal seeds at the Depot, Sonabera
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6) Nilji— This village is situated in a vely strategic positign.

7)

It is located on the bank of the Udanti river to the east of
Baijalpur, the most prosperous Bhunjia village in tte
plains and Patiyalpara, one of the pilgrim centres wkeie
the car festival is held every year. The weekly market sits
on every Friday at Nilji. The Bhunjias, who live in and
around the market centre and of the southern most region
of the hili ranges, take advantage of this market.

Mainpur—The Bhunjias of Orissa side also depend upcn
the marketslocated in Madhya Pradesh in the eastern sice
of the hill ranges. There is a sizable Bhunjia population
in Madhya Pradesh and the Bhunjias of both Orissa and
Madhya Pradesh have economic and sccial relationship
with one another. Some of the important market centres
located fairly close to the eastern border of the hifl
ranges are Mainpur, Amamora, Nagrar, Sikasar ard Nawa-
para. A visit to these places on the maiket days seives two
purposes; meeting with agnates and affires, and buying
and selling at the maikets.

Thus, in nutshell, the above description gives a picture of
the economic activities of the tribe. Their economy
shows a subsistence type having been worsen day by cay
due to the multiplicity of needs ard declining of inccme
sources. Whatscever, agriculture is the main occupation
supplemented by shifting cultivation and other allied
economic activities. In spite of their hard labour in
raising various kinds of crops and sellir.g various ccmmo.
dities the Bhunjias fail to lead a life of plenty and
prosperity.



CHAPTER Vi

SOCIAL ORGANISATION

The Bhunjias may be grouped into four sections on the
basis of their habitation. Those who live in the hills and in
the most inaccessible areas of the plateau are called Chuktia.
Those living in open space in between two hill ranges are
called Kholarajia. The third group who lives around Nawagarh
area is known as Nawagharia and those living in the plains
near the town and roadside villages are called Saharia. The
Saharia Bhunjias are addressed by the
Bhunjias. Of all these groups, the Chukt
most primitive and backward and follow t
pattern of life.

Chuktias as Chinda
ja Bhunjias are the
heir traditional

The Chuktia Bhunjias claim a higher social status than
the other sections of the tribe. The Bhunjias of the former
section consider themselves ritually pure than the other
sections because they observe all social customs and follow
all ritual practices, which are the characteristics of the tribe.
In fact, it is the women of the Chuktia section of the tribe
who are very conservative and strictly follow the traditional
food habit, dress pattern and their socio-culitural practices.
Forexample,no Chuktia women are found to have use any nose
ring or any blouse. They never take any food at the market place
or in any house other than that of their own. They are very
strict in observing the traditions relating to preparation of
food at hcme. They do not allow any outsider to have
physical contact with the kitchen-shed and follow strictly
the mannerism concerning preparation and serving of food.
They are so strict in matters relating to commensal hab<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>