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PREFACE

The present volume is second in the scries of publications of Development Hand Books for
the Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs.) of Orissa State It 15 practically an action plan based on
techno-gconomic survey conducted among the Bondo tribe. The Bando Highlanders or Upper
Bando as a tribal group are relatively isclated and live in inaccessible areas presently under
the jurisdiction of Khairput Block of Malkangin district but while conducting the study it was
under the undivided Koraput district.

The Upper Bondo group are mainly concentrated in two Grampanchayats—Mudilipada
and Andhrahal and a micro-project is operating with its headquarters at Mudulipada. The
micro-project for their all-round development started functioning during 1976-77. In course of
planned development intervention something has been achieved but the achievement is nat in
consonance with the aspiration. Hence, there 15 need for mare and more effarts for sustainable
development. The present exercise is possible through join-handed co-operation of experts
known as Project Consultants from varigus sectors of development and the Dirgctor and Research
staff of our Institute. While preparing the report dug care has been taken to take cognizance of
the location-specific felt-needs of people. The principal objective of the action plan is to
achieve sustainable development for the Upper Bondo.

We hope the book will be helpful to scholars and development administrators.

(K K. Mohant1)
DIRECTOR, THRTI
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CHAPTER-I
INTRODUCTION

The dewelopment situations prevasbing in the tribal arcas wore reviewed on the
eve of the Fifth Five-Year Plan. It was realised at different levels that the tribal develop-
ment needs a fresh strategy and approach basing op the diversity and complexity in the
socioccohomic condition and populaticn  distribution  pattern.  Arcas having $0 per ecot
tribal codcentration have been delincatcd as Tribal Sub-Plan and cutside it, tribal pociet
have bsen declared as MADA peckets for the dispersed tribal populatioo, and exiremely
backward and isolated tribal communities a8 Micro-Projects for mgasive tribal development
programmes,

The inacceesible areq inhabitcd by pre-farming and pre-literate tribal commubilies were
given special attention for their all-round development. Triba! communitics c€cupying inaccessible
arcas and at pre-agriculturgl level of technology having low literacy rate, diminishing o©f
ncar &lggnant population, scclusion, archaic mode of livipg bave been takem oo the
primitive tribyl groups. For their all-round development special appromh known s Micro-
projcct has been adopted. Ta Orissy State so far 12 tribal groups bave been idengified as
primitive and at present 1S Micro-Projects  are in  operation for their developmen:. On
the basis of the parameters mentioned earlicr, the Bondo tribe of the Stale was gonimd-
dered as a primitive tribal community. Acgcrdingly, a Micro-Project was established wnth its
headquarters at Mudulipada and formally rcgistered in the year 1977 May under Socicties
Registration Act, 1960. Since then, various devclopment programmes under income gencraling
schemes and infrastructural development pregrammes have been implemented for their
all round develepment, Asscssment of the progress and evalugtion «f differcnt develop™ent schemes
have revealed that the new approach has not brought desired result. It s (et that tho
Bondos still require considerable protection, a policy of control ard guided change at
Cifferent levels of socig-cconcmic dewelcpment. It was in this context, the Ggyenment of
Orissa. fclt that the solution of waricus problems of the Bondce rcquires sUitghle plan: lo
be drawn up With thc assistance of g group of epccialists from different di ciplice , Dke
Soil Conscrvation, Agriculture, Horticulture, Irrigation, Forestry, WVeterinary and Animals
Husbandry, Health, Public Health, Communijcation and Education bpot  atigched to the
Government services, With their help it was proposed for the preparatioln of a handbrk
on development based on techng-cconomic surv:y gnd action plan formulation. The exparts
thus designated as Project Consultants in a group visited the Bonda mrea and discos ed
with the people, project development practitioners, other officials and non-gfficials associatcd
directly and indirectly with the development of the Bondos. On the basis of the finding:
of the fresh studies undertaken acceptance and rcjcction of development programmes and
felt-ngeds of thc Bondas and regources available, the Projct Consultants have given valu-
able suggestiona and recommendation far policy degision. Their intcgrated appreach to
study and find out possibilities for solving age-old problems of Boodos may work as a
uideline for the development practition:rs in pooling and disemidatiog meaningful work
programmes. Keeping in view the long term  and immediate obpclives of sustaioable
cconomic devglopment of the Bondos and proper management ol human and natural
regources the Project Consultants have gone decp into willage and Zoncwise sulvey and
investigation for assessment of regources and best way of its utilisation. Therefore, carefyl
attempts have been made, by the Praject Consultants conCerned with land problems. 1o
bring out culturally determined  values to bear upon  the problems  of land management
and wider implication of the cross cultural appreach to land use pattern in the Bends area
By and large, endeavour of experts from  Jifferent sectofs have been  put intg this wolk
to find out suitable rppreach for utmest uge of local resources and (echnology slong with
practicable pew inngvations. 2

There is little diversity in the physiography and social-culturgl life of the Bondos
living in dilferent regions of the same area. According to the carlier authars  the < Btipe
Pobdo arca (Dot the Upper Bondos on'y ) cab broadly be classified into three groups of
village. They are the Hunlannr group, the Gadaba gfoup and the Plao, group. The
Bara-jangaf of B-*"‘Ja"q;r' s of Bodajangar of Jangar compriucs  Villgges, (1) Muogdub-
pada 12) Kirsanipada (3) Tulaguram (4) Bandapads (5) Bandiguds (6) Basu T Salampada
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(8) Gokrupada (%) Pindajangar (10) Kichapada (1) Datipada and (12) Pasdraguda. The
Maiko of Bodajangar has special  socio-tultural and magico-religious functions and gets
support of the Maharaja. These 12 villages are considered as the original Bando settle-
ments and there is cultural homggeneity amgng the villagers. They are the great devptees
of Pat-Khanda Mahaprabhu and Mahgraja.

The Gadaba (f,roup of villages includes Andrahal, Dumuripada, Katang-guda,
Antamguda, Bodbel and Bodapada. The Bondos of these villages have come under the
influgnce of the Gadabas. Their dialect ty some ¢Xtent varies from that of the Baraja-
ngar villages. The Gadab iofluenced Bondos are knawn as a Guto-Remo or (Gadaha
Bonda by thair cgunterpart.

. The plains group of villages (1) Kadaymguda (2) Pandraguda (3) Puchagudd
(4) Similiguda (5) Pak-Kgoguda and g few others are in close contact with large number
of Hindu castes. The Byndos inhabiting the plains willages have abandoned the traditipnal
life styls and culture. Bandos of two other groups of vialf:,gn avoid this group because of
their bréach of anciznt tzboos dnd customs.

But, at present, the Bondo highlanders or the Hill Bondos or the Upper Bondos
are the names given for a distinctive section of the Bondos. They are relatively isolated
and maintain their traditional customs gnd manners owver years without much pergeptible
change. A Micro-Prpject is functioning for all-round dewvelopment of thesc hill Bondo
villages with its headquarters at Mudulipada, the g¢ore Bondo willage. The Upper Bondo
arca at ity entry from Khairput on the approach road to the agency headquarters
Mudulipada startg from  Babapacheri, a, Massive rock formgtion, a sigoificant landmark
conspicuous in the, Bando landscape. The agency ares. on the basis of socio-cultural
similarities and  differences, geographical set up, ~ agro-climatic  cgndition, influence of
neighbouring, cthonic groups, impact of developmeat programmes, aceess to Modernity and
acceptance or rejecticn of in ovations, can be divided into four eco-cultural sub-zones,
such as:

1. Mudulipacia Sub-zone

2. Andrahal Sub-zone

3. Pindajangir Sub-zone, and

4. Patraput Sub-zone.

These  oco-cultural  sub-zones are bricfly described as follows :—

1. Mudulipada Sub-zone

The average hight ranges from 400 metees to 900 meters. The northern portion of tha
sub-zone is plain and patches of farely mixed dense forest ar¢ found. Two important rivers,
mainly Damalgd:i Nadi and Champanala flow ncar Mudufipada. Thercisa jecpable road
which conncets Mudulipady with Khairiput blogck headquarters. Open-mixed jungle is cafne-
cted ncar Mudulipgda. The villages which gre located in this gub-zone gre mostly faung
concentrated in the foredt arcas. Few springs gre spotted in this scction, the Sitgkunds spring
being the mgst perennial one.

This is considered a3 the origidal seat of the highlgnd Bgndo, chiefly influc
the Patkhanda cult. The tribal people of this arey are hgving I'_'.:lt'gr -.-:Ipu-lurmy :.gﬁ ﬁvigy
banifits fram various develppment prograMmes mofe i0 cCoMpgrigon with their hpefhern in
other sub-zoncs. Cultural homggeneity among the villages of the area 1S more striking and
cluster of scttlement gre comp;rativelé closer. The Bondus are glso frequently in clase coatrget
with large number of gutsiders and Government Officials. A gaod number of boys and grls
have changed their life-style particularly in dress pattern, adornment and girls koeping f;n‘
\ocke of hair, rather thaa a complete shave on head. Due to the ptactice of azecultivation
and more congentration of tribal populgtion, pressure on the forest is comparatively Mage,
heace the far-stretching hills are exposed to rain and sun without wegetational cover- As per
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the ancicnt legends and historical practices the traditional secular and magico-religious authori-
ties of this apea -xercise same spccigl powers in cpnnection With their socio-cultural customa
and practices. The historically significant Sita-Kunda and Banapacheri Ghatt ace located in this
sub-zone. Must of the villages are facilitated by percnnial stregms and beautiful terraced
land. The economic condition of the people of this sub-zongs is somehow better than t?xat in giher
sub-zones becduse Of it proximity to micro project headquartcrs. By and large, this sub-zome
and itsinhabitants arc a little better off, but the origibal ecological condition ig deteriorating
fagter.

2. Andrahal Sub-zone

This sub-zonc constitutes the highest elevated upland in the enticz upper Boodo
arca. The minimum and maximum height ranges from 600 meters to morc than 1,000 megers.
Open mixed jungles are found throughout, Generally springs, are found in the mountain fall
abruptly with dip in betweed, The main mountain over here 1s Barhamali Parbat which 13
morg than 1,000 meters in height. The area is highly inaccessible.  Villages are dispersed in the
s ub-Zone.

The Bondos of this arga arc comparatively morc inward-looking, resist chan and
stick 1o their traditipnal life style. The villages are influenced by Gadaba culture and come
frequent]y in, contract with other tribal groups living in Onakadeli and Bada-durael. A group
of villages coming under this sub-zone reveal almost samg outlook b Caus: oJ: their cultur and
6ocjal simjlarigics. Forest coverage is comparatewely much better and fertility of the area i$
revealed by green foliage,. The villageS ¢f this sub-zone are more attached to Gadaba areas,
They depend more on forest collccticn, Drinking habit, quarrel, conflict and tenSion among the
peuple are sgme of the remarkable features. However, true Bondo charzctor and mind yeat have
been retained by the inhabifants of the area, percentage of literacy is very low and peopls
of thisarga are yet to be touched by the development administration. Economic disparilics amonhg
the tribal people in this sub-zong are reflected in gevergl soCio-cultural anc} ccoDomig spheres.
The people are very hard working but due to lack of adequate knowlidge in better t>chnglogy
and modern values they have remained far behind, The people mostly make bamboo mats and
baskets not only for personal use but also for sale in ths ncarby market.

3. pinda janger Sub-zone

_ This syb-zome, has_elevations ranging from S0 "meters to 900 maters in different
plages. Springs arc found here and there. Since this sub-zone is within dense forest, settlement
and habijtations are very much limitted, Even there are :]. oumber of inhabited willages. There
are some pathways which the pcople negotiate for collection of minor forest produce. The
g¢ghtour lifes are so Closc to each other that it is very difficult far ths people tocomstruct
any road ar culvert. This area is full of farcly dense and mixed forest with bambag #3 the domirant
sppecies. . available Limga rd jungle is found near the Kichaparha village which is situgred gt
the height of 900 meters above the sea-level.

villages of Andrahal sub-zone as well as Mudulipada sub-zgne. Socially, they are Mope::

to the Mudulipada group and cccongmically they are having simil:ritirs);aith t!--uzml o
group of villages even though the area ig closer tg thg Patraput sub-zgne. Duye to quarrel
Cg;nf!lct and mugder amopg the villagers new gettlements are formed but they II'I more
tr:}dlj.ipnu\ and  resist ‘change. Ecolpgical set up, forest cowerage and q,rg-ql ic
condition of the arca arc better for  agricultural practices. This sub-zgne ig full of ba
forcste and the main soyfee for collecton of icnder bamboo shoots far  the Mudulipada |
of villages, The arca and resources ars yet to be exploited and Bondos should  be
very deligately, The, degree of exploigation by non-Bonda people is ta Be tac
carcfully. Among the wl{ﬂm there is certain degree of cultural homegeoeity. Qo the baus
the festivals, mode of agricultural pragtices and distingtive Bando character, thas

this sub-zopc caqbc:;icnt.ﬁog as a separatc sub-group. [t may he understaod, kecping in
scveral  socio-oconomic practices, that true Bondo character or real Boado hifie w!

The group of Boodo villages in this sub-zonc is having some similaritics wiE the

among the Booda people of this sub-zone. Theinfluence of ni
development programmea are 0Ot nofcworthy amgng I|:th.= Eonmm%‘r};lj?s:]:gn;n. Fro‘i);

geographical setting point of yiew, this zone i i ogically o
halanced and culturally more indigtnoul;. SRS B being: foo T




4. Patrapul Sub-zose

In comparisan with the above two sub-zoncs,, Patraput area is plain having elevations
within the ranges of 500 mgtres to 800 metres. The most significant feature of this sub-zone
{s that Machh kund river and it tributories are flowing and the vegctations are plenty,
Since the rivers are flowing here, the people of this arca catch fish. The habitations are
mostly found away from the river banks. The Sileru river and Machhakund river on the
Ghats flowing northward dircctions demareate the boundary between the States of Orissa and
Andlga Pradesh. Small patches of reserve forests in large oumbers me found scattered on
the Ghats.

There is little difference in the sgenc of the villages under this zone. The arca is flat,
fertile, full of small p=rcnpial streams, and stretches of land are found suitgble for good
harvest. The zone is covered with good forest growth. Pegple from other sub-zones
specially Andrahal group of villages  collect forest producs, fish and particularly tender
bamboo shoote and varigties of tubers and green leawes from this arca. Seme parts of the
arca arc submerged. Tribal people relish fish abundantly available in the iver. Food
scarcity is rarely scen. However, thc Bondos living in this zone are lees exposed to modernity
and yery much traditional. They rarely comc incontact Wwith the outsiders. They havo
close centact with other tribal gioups called, the Didayi, and the Gadaba. Hence their
intimacy with Andrahal group of people arc comparatively more becausge of proximity and
accessibility, Ths agro-climatic condition is very much suitable for summer vegetable
crops and all vericties of foodgrins and oil seeds. The tribal people feel very much
isolated and more confined to their arca and people. With regard to education and gocio-
cconomic development activitics a lot is yct to be done. This sub-zone, dueto its isolation
remains untouchcd by Development administration. But taking into cen:ideration the npatwral
pesources and virginity of the soil it may top the list among all the sub-zones. The sub-zone
by and large, is quite lovely and the climate is pleasant.

But similaritics in different sphercs among these groups of villages arc much more
than the dissimilaritics. Each group intcract with the other but within the group the degree
of rclaitonship is comparatively striking.

The Bondos are well known all over the world fur their unique socio-cultural
characteristic fcatures. They are people of Austro-Asiatic language speaking group and known
among themsclves as “Remo”. They live in wild and mountaincous regions situated towards
north-west of the Machhakund river and their area is almost scgregated from the mgin-
stream of culture. Even today plainsmen and outsiders recognize the B ondos as classic
primitive group. They are more known for their strange costumes, and typical appearance
of the women, violent homicidal tendency and aggressive personality. According to  scveral
authors they are a scction of the Gadaba tribc and others are of the opinion tbat they
belong to the Paraja community. Whatcver presumptions there may be the Bondos arc
a digtinct tribal community having the life-style of their own and they are sharply distin-
guished from the ncighbouring cthnic groups.

The hills in the Bondo arca ranges from 3,000 feet height to 5,000 feet above the
sea-level. The hills lie within the boundaries of Jeypore. When Origsa cmerged a5 a separato
province in April I, 1936, Jzyporc was a partially excluded area under the Gowernment of
India Act. with a view to protecting and devcloping th: aboriginal population. Since then
the Bondos are loyal to their ruler and obliged to their King i all respects. The cult of
sacred sword ( PATRHANDA ) is dircctly linked with the royal patronage ‘of the then King.
Ono can reach the Bondo area through four different routes. The nearest and casied approach to
the Bondo hills is through Kadamguda, a large and well-known plains village of Bondos and is
connccted with Ggvindagpally by a Kacha road of 11 Kms.. One hags to climb up from
Kadamguda tp Tulaguram, then to Goigudy or Dumuripada. Frgm Dumuripada one myy
procced towards Mudulipada, the core village of the Bondo areg or one caa also go to And-
rahg!, the village wih largest Bondo concentration.

The second route is from Khairiput to Mudulipada wiy Bapapacheri Ghat where the
traditional mountain deity "Dalkhai® has 8 shrine singe time immemorial. From Khairiput
after crossing almgst a plains area of 2to 3 Kms. ong has to climb up high mountains
in zig-zag way and rcach Banapacheri top which is the boundary of the highland Bgagg
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sren mnd servws s the walershed between the, Bondo territory and other world. To reach
Mudiuhipeds cme by 0 g down  ibe huu"m( 210 Y Kms The third rute s from
Mundiguds lo the Bondo wres, one his to reach Challanp da for  which very high and
rough terraiis ave (o be cromed The fourth route s from Onakadelt to K"‘"‘“‘“d.' .
Bod-Duracl, & Gidebm wilage. To go from  Onakadeh 10 Bad-Durael  one has 1o cross
a seres of termced bed land and from Bad-Durael ope hos to climb up sleep Mmountaing
and pats  throwgh perennial sircams. The first Bondo village through this route W Katangida
and frem Abgrabasl one can tesgh  Mudubpada wa  Badbel villuge. But there s lenl
diversity in the scene when one  appr sches the Bondo ares  from  al the difechians and
toules. Cvervwhere green hills full  of lysyan! growth of trees, herbs and shrubs iare scen

# ihe enitabice of the Bondo lerrilory

lowsde the Bonde orea, one will  definstely (LI 0 love with  lhe extremal ¥
charmirg landuc pe, sillages. mountaine, terriced hedland meant for  long durition paddy
Cullivet g, pergmmisl sreams apd 4l o the  [somating  people busy 1n miglUfarious

sctvitmn In some places on the bills thers are extremely bore  and clean  shaved patches
girls  have

which baw resciled Troem " adisd and burn iy Al cullivalan, A few  Bomdo

sbandoned thewr oflumes ond grown by onthoir hesd and pierced nose for ornaMents
and 1 rpottca ibetr hamd-woven lentile  clothes ol desr sl ther sacted Sindibor’. Bat
drondenmess & more endemr: and  mwedens  (regueatly  ocear oven now--days.  The mot
wirkmg llmen oh racter & rapedly vansbigg (1o o am ag the i,

The Bonds have boen living m  thoir  aren woce quit: long They Meve developed
certagn cultafe and techmalogy wa o) Fivowr U expl ot and bidencs thelr ecol o mest
thet roquiresnd fof wutv uil they how  developed a mods of  befpviour an ok ng
paticrn o eaplosi the eavifonmen! lo witnfy et Bled Sincg the ngals do not come o
an and and % 8¢ plnooes procow the Boodos fave giaised and afted to bulince
the sy roamepi: fof fobure waowvivil Even though they am mot pd o atedd o pravned
M modern  wchasques byl Teir  sccety  and  culwre are on the boos of Tt
Bnowladge of cculogy W i rather more  appropriaie 0 mentwon  thad  Boadod have
manipulated thedt  covitonMkn! Aalead of Serely caplosting .  They have 1houghi of
mel  mer:ly o wrvival  bul & comfortable (e whech e | besl Lheir eavifonmenl can
cunifibale. ecolugy, cconamy snd techaclogy deterouned the mantunane: of Bondo hife
and  fhrir sociely o a seslangble  way.  Mone  appo praie will  be o introduce
categores of works and ww of labouf in tune #ith osomee 1ad  ecologcal st up. Economy s
resalt of aleraction of eavifomnent and cullure gldming e esources a8d  fransformung
them oo produecti. Toe Boads sconomy, m the way, whe) combin: pesouro s, behnology
and works for  satiofying (Bor magerd pQuiremente, s Pl Lo dovclop.

Even itoday 'me Boades depend o9 how and gathring  for their banr®
subpaiomee.  Thewr canronment support them oa the buss  of wild bfe snd wild  plant
They we on forest  for food, cleth gnd shelier gad moua  of their  day-to=d
M s practise crude slmb and bura type of rotgtion coltivgtien and trai
efough M softled cultivglion with hand tools, ssch g digging stick and ho: Whatever they
mecd, wha! can be pousble o grow m fhetr soil oa the agrochmatic coadition, they grow
with thor traditiongl terha . They get varietiws of grocn legves, fruits, vegetables, [ood-
grams gfd several others from their fzld. They manage their soil and water  atilwing
rraditioasl tech®iuges to pet best resel! 4wl ¥nce ages they have been surviving oo therr
rechnigues, tools aad resourccs. They know how (o manag: the!r resources so that they will
be able o get S remt svasonal prodoc: @ theit respoctive grownng scasons. They are aware
of vregalanition of woathr, infealahions of destructiv: insects gnd brds which stand a8 greatest
barrier agains! helter harvent. The Bondos mostly depend on differcnt  tubers, bambog shoots,
green leaves wasonal frutts whuch they are sure la ot from their forest. Plough cultivation,
" Wlm'm but Bands have adopted 1 sinor past and are prowd of their

have betom: wif-suffichent even in weaviog their  glothes, mgaking their
and umbrella out of bark and leaves. Al prement. one cun find varictios of good
and houwhold appliances mad: by them  They keep catle, . p'g and poultry
arc fond of non-vegetartan food Mems The routine of Bondo Iife s tegulated by
and varis according 1o the work thar may be done and thewt occasioNs are femem-
bhered and enpowed with pump and Ceremany.  Thraughout the weur starting from house, to
hifls,. womco 4 fousd busy 1o support the famuly m mb:s in gl cconomie  ggtivitioe
Ev-a though there ‘s diviead of labyer the won'n we hard working  with varictics of
activitics marmng o cvo mig.

;
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Th. Bondos work for production and they derive pleasurc out of it. They also
work with fun and laziness, but never take it 1o be unpleasant. In their sccicty ople are
bugy in differcnt activitics, such as farming, pricsthood, arts and crafts, ctc  All works are
productive to them, but may nal be in cconomic sehee. They hardly work for mat ‘rigl
gains or muncy  but work uniting the members «f the commubity. They me stly adhere to
their principles of the s.xual division of labpur which as.igni works 10 males and
femalcs as per the approvid rocial  nofms. The Bond mules do heavy and ardugus nature
of wiork and women dJo light jobs. ln many oecasions they jointly waork for commopd goal.
Various works are assigned to young and old, the elitcs and commaoner, to :h:Jaru:q.t and
taymen.  Division of task and complementary allotment of work are wery wid’ !prrqd-
1t v from timge immemgarial the Bondos arc dependent wpan cach other for thoir socior
cconamic cxistonce. But the division of labour is wory aimple o as their sogial prganisation.

Forcst and land as their main source of produgtion ar¢ not in shart supply with
minimum  coewo-cultural restrictions,  They  are available 1o all. The Boodos either a8
individual or group nced land and fcrest nit only in crder to produce their material necds
but 1o mgintgin  privacy, cultur! exclusivencss and  integrity. The land they usc fac
maintenang: of livelihe od 15 withio the spatial milicuin which they interact. For these reasols
territoriyl or group integrity «xist and land is viewed as such and institutionalised. A Bondo
village and its territety, comprising land and forest, belong to a group of people  who are
related to cach other and attgched to 2 headman. The inhabitants of the village come with
authorily to practise farming or any other mode of use. [t is told that ingenuity plays
vital role in determining the standard of living. The greater the knewledge of the enwviran-
ment and the greater the cfficiency with which it is used the more cfficient is the standard
of living. The Bgndos have right to use the site or area where they liv and once they hawve
work ed on the field or forest they retain their rights in it as long a5 they + anf them. Like
fabour, farcst and farm, ingenuity in the form of entreprencurship, know-how, technalogical
gkill and background also play quite significant role in successful maintenance of the
cCoomic eavironment.

™ The Bands culture is marked by a set of tcols, appliances and materials made and
wed by them for various purposes. The cconomic value of such items do not reprexent the
same amount of investment of works and ingenuity but respurces that represent their
material world. Their activitics around land nccessitates ingenuity motivation. capital and
its ownership etc. and they arc to be integrated into a éystem. Give and take bhetwcen the
people exist in the form of extra economic exchanges. The exchanges arc reciprocal in some
sense. Reciprocity is the essence the Bando culture and there are reciprocal obligations
among the people. The idcas and ingtitutions prevalent among the Bondos fulfil  their
material non-material nceds.
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CHALITER II

AREA AMD POPULATION

The Area

The Bondo Develapment Agency (B. D. A.) was established in the ycar. 1976-77. Since
then it has be:n functioming for the all-round development of the people belonging to
Upper Bonds [ribe. The Agengy cavers 32 inhabited villagen of Mudulip:da and .-\ndf-ﬂ}ill
Gram  Panchaiyats of Khairput Block under sMalkangir Subdivision of Maikangiri  district.
These villages are wmgattered in an drea of akout 130 8q. Kms. The area 15 lgcated in a high
aititude of about 3,000 feet ab we the wea level and it lien roughly petween 18° 22’ and 18° 30
Marth latitudes and 82° 15’ and 82°20¢ East longitudes. The plateaus and the middle portion
of Bands hitl; are homeland af the Bondo peopls. Thaugh some migration have taken
place in the arca,it 1s only confited to a radious of 25 Kms. and not beyond the Khairput

Block.

Mudulipada i the headquarters of the Bondo Development Agency. It i casy to
appreach this village from Khairput, the blcck hes dquarters which is connected with the
former by 14 Kms. long fair-weather road. This road runs through three hills, namely
Kakapahzr, Brhada Melan and Ban: pacheri. Thereare a few other routcs L mjudulipada but
these are not developed and therefore, it is difficult to spproach the placc through these routcs.

-

The Bondo region is surrounded by decp furests, undulating  hilly terrsins and high
mountain ranges which in mogt ciges are more than 3,000 feet in altitude. The land scape of
Bondao area is well marked with groves of mango and jackfruit Beautiful garden: «f plantain,
castor, pepper and brinjal arc noticed near the villages. Paddy fields arc stretched near the
tresms Which are cultivated by the Bondos. While travelling through the Bondo hills ane can

£
yiew the scznic beauty of the farest land ccape which is very charming and enjoyable.

Due to luxuriant growth of the trees and precipitious hill ranges the arca 15 found to be
very coal and swampy. The extreme swampingss of the region gives birth to mosquitors and
spreads endemic malaria among the Bondo peaple.

fnthe B. D. A. areu three sezasons are experienced  viz., summer, rainy and winter.
The summer usually starty from the middle of March and ¢ ntinucs till the end of May.
The rainy scason begins from the month of June and lasts up to October. The winter iy cxperienced
sduring the rest of the months,

== Animals like wild pig, wild goat, rabit, fowl, wild buffala, tigsr, lgopard, beer, sumber,
deer, monkey, jackle, etc. are found in foresty of the areas.

The birds like peqcock;, doves, crows, kites, vultures, hergns, woodpeckers, mynas
and pirrotg are common in the area.

The streams are main stock of fish which iz a very favourite food of Bond le.
They also catch fish from the low land paddy fields by the help of trap and net. ol

The palm trees and galap (sap)  trees afe awailaple in abundapce |
from which the favourite drinks of Bondo people are prepared and Cn-ﬂmn:d‘ v . .



Villages

The Bondo villages do not show any specific  regular pattern ps the houses in the
settlement are dispersed.  In sc me cases two neighbouring houses face each other while in other
cases they face towards opposite directions.  The houses look like shapeless cluster or ogglomerats
with strects intevening. The font tracts within the village become muddy and dirty duriog rainy
seisian and it hecomen difficult to walk,

Most of the Bondo villages are inhabited by Bonds pecple only. Huwewer, some
villages are heterogenecous where a few familieg of other cagte people, such s Gadaba, Mali,
Rana, Paiko, Dam, Teli, Lohara and Brahmin reside, Peaple of cach caste maintain its own
culture. The villages are not contiguous.  Out of the total 32 villages, twa were uninhgbited during
1971, but subsequently these have become inhabited. This indicates that there is inter-yillage
mability of the Banda houscholds.

Out of 32villages in the Agency, population figures in respect of 4 villages, 7 village; and
8 villages are not avgilable in the census, 1961, 1971 and 1981 respectively., Similarly, the populition
figures far 1990 collected from the Agency source do not include sex wise break up and gommunity-
wise break upfor 10 villages, namely, Andrahal, Chalanpada, Bajagudys, Podeizuda, Baraguda, [ttar-
guda, Ramcliguda, Sonupada, Gulempadar and Tagibeda. Sexwise break-up for these villages has
been computed on the basis of the proportions of male and temale population in all other villages
taken together. A classification of the villages according to the size of population in 1990, is given
below which shows that majgrity of the villages are small with less than 300 population each:—

Size of populgtion ™o. of villages Percentage
" 2 &)

(a) Upto 100 10 31-25
(b) 101 to 200 12 37-50
(c) 201 to 300 5 1563
(d) 301 to 40K 2 625
(e) 401 to 500 1 312
(f) 501 and above 2 625

Total . 32 100-00

Of all the villages, Bhaliapadar with 28 pergons is the gmallest 3nd Andrahal wity,
920 is the biggest in the Apgency. The awverage population per villyge comes to about 199
p criona.

As per 1981 coasus Schedaled, Caste  poopl” numbering 81 were rnegiding in 3
villagss and other cast: -peaple ‘“[4")?"8 125 " were, (bdnd 0 7 villages cut of totgl 34 will
ages for which infarmetion ar: available.



Population

The villagewisc houscholds and population arc shown D the table. Pepulation
figures are not available for 9 villages for dilferent consul pcm.dr Thercfure the e willages are
excludcd from the analyss. The infarmation for the rest 23 willages indicate that there are
1,213 bouscholds 1o the project areas as per 198 consug. The tota! population of the project
arca iy 4,207 of which 2,004 are mals and 2,173 are females. Thus. the female population
outnwnber the male populatian.

Th: total tribal population of the project area 1w 1,994  while Scheduled Caste

lation is 81 and other caste population s 125. Thus the project area (s predominantly
inhabited by the tribals. Among the tribaly the ‘Bondo’ is the main tribe where as people
belonging 1o other tribal group. viz. Didayi are very negligible.

The grewth of populaticn in the willages within  the B.D.A. area 1© cstimated o0
the f'b-"li'l-i‘l- of population figures of 23 villages available in 1961, 1971, and 198! census report
ak followg:. —

Period Community B. D. A. Koraput (undiyided) Orissa
district

(1 (2) (5 4 (3
1961 —71  Scheguled Tribes 17-28 2063 20-08
Scheduled Castes (—)558-11 387 1979

Total papulation 14-19 30°89 25-0%

1971 =51 Scheduleg Tribes 511 1914 16765
Scheduled Castes 1-2% 2743 16°7T0

Total population 1461 2157 (972

It would Be socn that  the owth of populatios in  all categorics in the B.D.A
ﬂll:ﬁ\ during both th‘d:udnvrlﬁl—-ﬂ and 1971 —81 is much less than that recorded
at distrigt and State lewel. The deg.de 1971-81 rocurds g much lower growth rgte
compared 1o the previous decade though a little jmprovement 15 aoticed in case of Scheduled
Castc peoplc in the arca.

As per survey 1990 conducted by the B.D.A. the r,-npul.ﬂf“n of the 32 willage
jo the arce s 6,335 The number of bouscholds during thw peripd as foudd gut by the
evaloation team of T- H. R. T. I. {now fede ignated as SC. &STR. & T.1.)stands 5t 1,557, Thus
the average size of hotseholdi works out ta 4 The survey further indicares g sex matic of 1.112
females per 1,000 Mmales as againgt 1070 ja 1981, 1085 in 1971 and 885 o 1961 Cepmus

The percent of 'Meracy W only 2735 ax per survey conducted in 1990 Out of
the total 3.00) males only 152 (5067 and out of the total 3,352 females only 23 (069" ) we
found to be literate. These petovntage figures are much less than the corresponding figures
lor ‘(u district (631°0) and the State (1¥96%) lewels for the Schedubed Tribes accondicg to
198! crniva-
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TABLE Mo. II'l
Villagewmwe Population of B.D.A. arca, Mudulipada according to Cenmsus, 1961,

Serial  Name of the 1961
Mo. village —————— e e e — —
Location Mo. of Total  Male Femgle S.C. A OLE
Code house- pupu-
Mo. holds lation
m () ) (4) (5) (6) 7y (8) © (0
1 Tulagurum 160 20 49 26 23 i 46 3
2 Mudulipada 121 133 371 208 163 18 343 10
3 Dantipada 134 33 95 52 43 s 95 z;
4 Dumurpada 161 40 100 55 45 & 9% g
S Badabel 140 37 83 50 33 3 80
6 Katanguda 162 33 K6 49 37 86 *
7 Badapada 135 54 125 66 59 i
8 Bondapada 122 36 107 51 56 107 ..
9 Tuseipada - 154 18 60 30 30 - 60 -
10 Patraput 151 127 635 317 318 95 481 59
11 Sindhiguda 129 25 117 61 56 112 S
12 Kirsanjpada g 119 100 223 114 109 223
13 Gopherpada 132 30 67 33 34 67
14 Baunsapada = 127 27 72 34 38 o 72 ik
15 Pindajangar 130 54 286 152 114 & 24 ..
16 Andrahal . 126 145 348 213 135 4 339 5
17 Chalanpada 118 23 62 29 33 62 .
18 Bajaguda 117 23 63 32 31 63 -~
19 Bandiguda . 82 28 67 34 33 67 ik
20 Bandhaguda 62 24 96 49 47 96
21 Podeiguda 65 18 93 46 47 93
22 Kichapada i 137 43 143 60 53 . 115 ..
23 Baraguda » 105 16 198 104 94 10 188 e
1,087 3,516 1,865 1,631 192 3242 84
24 Khalaguda Not available
25 Goiguda s 158 26 59 27 32 59
26 Scleiguda g 155 37 140 75 65 140
27 Uttanguda 2 159 9 29 13 16 29 =,
28 Rameliguda 5 123 45 201 108 93 & 159 42
29 Bhaliapadar Not available
30 Sonupada Ditto
31 Gulagmpadar Ditto
32 Tagabeda 20 68 32 36 68
Total % 1,224 4,013 2,120 1,873 192 3,697 205
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TABLE Mo. 1I'1*1
Villagewise Population of B. D. A. arca, Mudulipada accordi-g to Ceusus, 1971

1971
— —— A e ooy
Sl. Mame of the Location No of Pgpula- Male Female S.C. 5. T. O.C
Mo. village Code hnuse- tion
Mo. hold
(1) () (ay a2 (13) (14)  (15) (16) (I (18)
I Tulagurum 14 27 19 43 46 E9 s
2 Mudulipada 11 158 - ¥ 292 280 565 7
3 Dantipada 51 35 142 68 74 142
4 Dumuripada 41 50 260 132 128 260
S Badabel = 52 65 242 123 119 242
6 Katanguda 44 50 154 76 78 154 -
7 Badapada R 59 54 155 75 80 55
8 Bondapada 63 58 219 97 122 219
9 Tuscipada 89 24 78 42 36 . 78 ..
10 Patraput 48 60 300 161 139 1 173 126
11 Sindhiguda 83 28 74 33 41 - 74 3
12 Kirsanipada 39 79 218 101 117 o 218
13  Gopherpada 84 28 75 36 39 = 75 5
14 Baunsapada . 62 22 219 79 122 219 s
15 Pindajangar 88 46 158 73 85 36 122 s
16 Andrahal ok 14 145 540 263 277 37 503 i3
17 Chalanpada 56 18 65 29 36 &5 65 5
18 Bajaguda 54 5 20 9 i1 6 14 =
19 Bandiguda o 90 32 136 64 72 05 136 -
20 Bandhaguda 3 Ubninhabited
21 Podeiguda 26 113 54 59 I 2
22 Kichapada 87 46 111 56 i 11
23 Baragada 53 51 75 30 45 75 o
1,107 4,015 1,954 2,061 80 3,800 135
24 Khalaguda oo 5 Uninhabited
25 Goiguda Not available
26 Seleiguda 42 24 81 34 47 81 "
27 Uttanguda Not available
28 Rameliguda .. Ditto
29 Bhaliapadar .. Ditto
30 Sonupada % Ditto
31 Gulampadar Ditto
32 Tagabeda Ditto
Total 1,131 4,096 1,988 2,108 80 3,881 135




Villagewise Population of B. D. A. area, Mudulipada according to Census, 1981
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TABLE MNo. [I1-2

ES

Serial Mame of the Location Wa. of Popula- Male Female S. C. 5T 0.C.
No. village Code No. house-  tign
holds
) () (19) 200 @y (@ @ @ (2 (9
I Tulagurum 44 33 103 40 63 o 103 o
2 Mudulipadg 60 170 675 362 316 19 625 34
3 Dantipgdy 56 39 149 75 71 144 5
4 Dumuripada 48 99 3% 152 166 < 313 5
5 Badabel 57 108 354 175 179 354
6 Katanguda 23 38 117 45 69 o 117 ..
7 Badapada vi 47 67 24 105 143 . 245 3
8 Bondepada 63 60 201 91 110 o 201
9 Tuseipada 85 23 80 42 38 80 ..
10 Patraput 53 43 202 105 97 e 134 68
11 Sindhiguda 82 36 143 72 7 5 143
12 Kirsanipada 26 67 183 82 101 - 183
13 Gopherpada .. 86 25 63 31 32 63
14 Baunsapada .. 76 17 58 26 32 o 58
15 Pindajangar 84 39 113 49 64 33 80 =
16 Andrahal 20 152 589 284 305 29 558 2
17 Chalanpada 77 18 54 22 32 54 o
18 Bajaguda i 80 1 8 3 5 - L
19 Bandiguda s 79 39 148 67 81 140 B
20 Bandhagudg 9 5 14 7 7 14
2] Podgigudy 24 118 67 51 . 118
22 Kichgpada 93 62 190 92 89 h 190
23 Bargguda 3 58 24 69 29 40 ok 69 i
L190 4200 2,029 2,162 81 3,994 125
24 Khalaguda 7 2 7 S 2 7
25 Goiguda od Not gvailzble
26 Scleiguda > Ditto
27 Uttangudy Ditto
28 Rgmaligudy Ditta
29 Bhaligpadar Ditto
30 Sonupada Ditto
31 Gulampadge Ditto
32 Tagabedu Dittg
Total - 1,215 4,207 2,04 2,173 gl 4,001 125
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Villagewise Population of B. D. A. Area, Mudulipads, 1990 according to the
Survey conducted by the H. D. A

"S5l Name ofthe No.of Totdl  Male Female 5 C. 5T 0O C
No, Village home- populs-
hiolds {160
(N CI () (5 (6 m ® &
1 Tulagurum L 126 57 fi 126 ..
2 Mudulipada 104 541 4 249 25 459 o)
3 Dantipada 4 182 K7 95 182
4 Dpumuripada 114 407 185 222 . 407
5 Badatx! 105 374 168 206 4
6 Katanguda is 47 19 28 47
7 Badapada &0 284 12 163 1584
§ Bondapada 58 150 47 93 - 180
9 Tusipada 21 69 36 i3 6 .l
10 Patraput 2 143 77 (3 1 92
11 Sindhiguda 37 242 1o 132 & 236
12 Kirsanipada 77 195 u3 12 195
11 Gopherpads 26 T 43 s ™
14 Baunsapada 26 56 27 3 L5 =
15 Pindajangar as 133 62 76 30 o8
16 Andrahal 200 920 435 485 920
17 Chalanpada 25 178 B4 94 1T
18 Bajaguda 15 n L1 8 2
19 Bandiguda 41 173 78 95 1 .
20 Bandhaguda 68 239 108 1 m 2
21 Podeiguda 70 300 42 1 300
21 Kichapada 0 215 118 1 213
13 Baraguda - | 185 a7 98 e 185 s
Sub-tonal .37 $.14% 2.540 2.528 1] LR 121
24 Khalaguda 1 k] 61 0 51
15 Coiguda 1 154 i ™ 144
M Scleiguda 17 70 2 4l 0
27 Utasguda . 1o 60 2 32 &0
24 Ramaliguds L1 130 156 174 130
29 Mhalispedar } bt} 9 19 b
¥ Sosupada 12 2 25 n . 2
M Culampadar 9 4 b3 h 4
11 Tapalwda . Lt e “ (4 19
r—— =y
Total « 1497 (S LLE W I L5 6! 817 5]
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Infrastructural Facilitics

The Ageacy headquarters at Mudulipada is connected by the Khairput-Muduli-
pada all-weather road. The length of this road is 14 Kms. Threc-fourth of this road
has been black-topped and the work in rest one-fourth is yct to be completed. In

addition, a number of kutcha roads of about 776 Kms. in l=ogth arc conmstructed by
differcnt Agencics as given below:—

Table No. IT' 3

Present Status of Arterial Road in B. D. A. Area

Si. mame of the road Distance from Type of Prcsent  position
No. Mudulipada- road
B. D. A.
Hgs.
Q) () 3 Q) (5)
I Mudulipada-Khairput road G 14 Kms. All-weather  3/4th completed. 1/4th
black-topped under construction.
2 Mudulipada-Andrahal road ars 12 Kms. Jeepable Baic formation has
been framed.
3 Mudulipada-Patraput via Bonda- 14 Kms. Footpath Footpath
pada-Bisciguda road
4 Mudulipada-Dumuripada-Tulaguram- 56 Kms. Jeepable " Formation has
Badhl road. beea framed.
5 Mudulipada-Tulaguram-Sonupada- 10 Kms.  Footpath Footpath
Goiguda road.
6 Muduljpada-Podciguda-Kirsagni- 16 Kms. Footpath Fair-Weather
pada, Gopharpada-Balidonger-
Pindajangar-Bisciguda road.
7 Pindajangar-Kichapada-Tagabeda- 8 Kms.  Footpath Fair-Weather
Bajaguda road.
8 PaUnput-Khnlaguda-Sindhi guda- 8 Kms. Footpath Fair-Wegther
Bhaliapadar road.
9 Mudulipada-Khnlagud.-Bansiapada- 4 Kmg. Footpath Fair-Weather

Bandhaguda-Chalanpada road.

Totll .o 9 l '6 Kms )

In the Age:cy arca thers are 6 Anganwadi centres run by th: Kheirput black in 6
different vilages. Besides, 8 Primary Schools, 1 High School and 6 Mon-farma! Edueation
Ceatres are‘run.;tioning in the arca. None of the 8 Primary Schools has a building of
jis own.

¥
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With regard ty madical facilities available in the srca, there s an Ayurvedic Dispensary
and an additiona] P. H. C. at Mudulipada. Bosides, therc are 2 sub-genires of Khairput
P.H.C, one cach located st Mudulipada and Andrah.l. The people of the arca are not
E‘-Tmu) well to Ayurvedic medicins. The ncarcst P. H. C. is located at Khairput

Th"“’ is onc Liweslock Aid Centre at Mudulipada. The Veteninary dispensary
facility is available at Khairput.

So far only 6 tube-wells have been provided to the Agency area for diinking water
purpage. This number is low compared to the number of villages and population of the area.

_ As regards ca-operative organisation, on: LA MP S is now gperating ot Mudulipada
With two retail sale-cum-procurement sub-centres at Andrahal and Patraput. The tmportan
markets visited by Bondo people are at Mundiguda, Govindpali', Mathili and Onukudeli

Pojjcc-Station is located at Mudulipada to 100k after law and order situation in the area.

Cultural Profile

The Bondos live in remots and clevated plateau area jsolated from the general
stream of populstion. The glevation of the hills and mountains of the Bondo area vary
from 2,000 to 3,500 feet above the sea level. The Bondo villages are situ: ted on the hill
slop:s or vall:ysor atth: fast-hills. Mostly the scttlem :ats are having water rcsources ngar by
and sufficient land for slash and burn type or shifting cultivation. Alm st in every village
onc can find hillstreams flowing in the valley bottom where wt cultivation is practised.
The houses in th: settlemznt are dispersed 2nd do not show 2ny specific pattern,. Une can
find two houses ncarby facing ecach other and also some in oppositc directions. But the
peoplo coastruct thsir housss within th: village boundary which look like shapcless cluster
or agglom:rate with streets intervening. Inside the village onc can find footpaths which in
the rainy scason become very dirty, and difficult for movement. Almost all the villages have
som; mango groves, jack fruit trees and alsa some shady non-fruit bearing huge trece having
somc magico-religious significance. Insid: the village, onc can find pigs, cattle,dogs, ete.
moving herc and there and making the whole village dirty which are rarely cleaned by the
Bondos. In some villiges the maximum number of houses vary from 22 to 30 and there are
also villages like Andrahal congisting of morc than 200 houses. The Dom housss arc
constructed little sway from those of thc Bondos. On¢ can notice variations in the scenc and
shapc of villages which depend on the =«iz®, situation, economic condition and spegial
character of the villagers, but similgrities arc more in 8ll the villages with particular reference
to the natural and outward feiturcs. Grographically the Upper Bondo settlements
can bs divided into threc major groups. The first groups of villages of which Andrahal ¢an
be regarded as the core village is mostly influenced by the Gadaba group and plains people
of Machhkund arca. The second group of villages known as Boda-Jangara grgup of
villages of which Mudulipada forms the nacleus, and thsge villages arc influgnced by the
Pata-Khanda cult and is considered gs th: areg of core Bondo culturc. The gther villages
ncar Pinda Jangara towards Pytraput are having some sort of culture which iz little different
from that of the other two groups. Apart from the geo-physicgl featurcs these three areas
differ from cach other, with regard ta dialect, agro-climatic condition, subsidigry
occupation and persanality of the people aod the dsfrcc of acculturatign. But the socio-
cultural lnteraction amgng these three groups of villages and cultural similarities are
compgratively much more common fgr which gne can identify them g5 a single cultural group,

The special cultural characteristic featurss of a village is the prcv.lcncl; of ‘Sindibar’
and th: village deity, 'Hunds' instajled in the middle of the wll-.g.: of IR g canvenisnt place.
The cremgtion ground 15 one of the landmarks apart from gther specific gentres and dgrmitory,
houscs.

Each Bonda house in the ssttlemgnt shows itg uniqueness and size, shipe and quality which
vary from one house (o the other. The hsus= are griup:d clarely together hut each house is
having its individual feature and esach hpuse i demireited by feage aground ity  front-yard
PEach family may have tws or mare houses which dep:nd on the nuUmper of wives and other
mambers in the fymily. The cattle shed it gat apart where the Bndas may sit and work in the
leigure haurs. The sheds uwsually have feace but 10 somez placesthey are oped in all a'des
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A well-ta-do family may construct a Spacicus  house fur family member: and two or more cattle
sheds within she homestead ares. A man thinks of constructing a new house when his son
marries or numbes of family members inoresses. Balore construction of & house the traditional
astrolog :r-cum-magico-religious specialist is comsulted to forecast the merits and demerits of the
spot for consirugtion of 4 new house. The ‘Sisa® after a serics of ritual observatins confirms and
conveys the approval of the divinc will, fur construction of the house. Each typical Bondo
house cansists of two rooms, unc bigger than  the other and the bigger room 14 utilised as
slecpiog-cum-kitchen rogm. The smaller rgom attached to the main rootn is ured as the store
room, whzic the ancestral spirits are installed in a carner. They construct the ceiling under the
roof about 6 fi. abave the flaor, for storing most of their f odgraing and other household
materials. The other side of the house is extend:d and encloged with bambao splits aod
later on plastered with mud and is again divided into two parts witha partition wall. The
small  ne that is the last partion or the back portion is used as pigstay and the exit is towards
the vutside, whercas the other portion is enclgsed with a bambge ¢plit and the shutter opens
towards the front which is used ag pen for the goats. Since the goats and pigs are uspally
attacked by the tigers and the wild f, x, the Bondos keep them attached t o the main house to keep

watch cver them. The length and breadth of a typical Bonda house is about 12 of 14 feet and
& to 10 feet, regpectively.

At the time of construction after the ritualistic observances, the area is demarcated by
rarting emall carthen pallars at its four corners and further it is partitioned to make twa roomg.
Before rai ing walls they make the area elevated by putting goil from the outside. The walls
arc made either ¢f mud or bamboo <plits plastered with mud. They congtruct the wall in
phascd manrcr because the layers put onc after another should dry up, when the walls are
about 6 feet, the ceiling work is done for which wooden planks are kept on the beams. Then
the roof is prepared by bamboo splits and further thatched by the Jungle grass collected from
the local forest.  The construction of roof requircs four wooden beams which are placed
horizontally from one end to the other on ¢ach of the four earthen pillarg raised on the walls,
the roof is constructed in such a manner that air, rain, fug, cannot disturb the inhabitants. The
door is made of wood which ig 4 t0 5 fect lang, 2 feet wide and set on wooden frame fixed at
the entrance of the house. There are traditional carpenters among the Bondog Who are expert
and perform the work in their respective villages: The door is kept locked when all the
memberg go out. [In front of the houge, the verandah is having the enclosure from threc gides,
which serves 85 the place for husking millets and paddy and grinding ragi. Some pcople algo
keep firc to make themselves warm and a faw people keep their poultry there. The Bondos

do not kcep windows and gince the front verandah is enclosed the inside of the house is
alway,, dark.

The houge is mostly constructyd by the family members. According tc the necegsity
they take the help of the traditional skilled people for special works like making the door frame
and shutters and fixing the beams of the rcof When the houge is almost rcady they give the
finishing touch by plastering it finally with clay seil mixed with cowdung. The divigion of
labour b=tween sexes for construction of a houge i strictly observed. Co-operation of the

villagers, kith and king and hiring of labourers on payment of wages are also noticcd while
constructing a new housge.

Only hugband, wife and their gmall children take sheiter in a house, When somebady
is having two wives, twg scparate huts gre constructed and even for the old parents 3 gepargte
house is earmarked. The clderly children particularly above the age-group of ten usually sleep in
their respective youth dormitorics. The Bondos take adequate care of their houses, particularly
the women folk plaster the hpuse regularly and decorats by Plastering red clay. They regularly
plagter flogr of the hearth in o w-dung every moming befare cooking. The houge wife gwee
the house regularly and on all festive occastons she plasters with mud and cow-dung, Ingide t!I:
bouse, one can find numbe: of hunting weapons, agricultural implements, houschold matprigly
and differcnt nets and trgps used by them. They ug: bamboo mat far sleeping and some of them
use Siali fibre waven wooden cots for this purpose. They keep their hearth burning for keeping
the room gnd the people warm againgt cold in the winter. The game comMpartment may py
used aa sleeping-cum-kitchen room. The utensily and  earthen pote are Kept on the
platform raised gbout one feet obove the qund_ for keeping water pote.  Mast of their itemg
are presepwed in the :tilinso A little gpart ar ingide the villag: the girls are hgving a B palate
housg known g5 ‘Selo nidingo', where a number of unmgrri d pirly gleep and unmyrried boys from
other villyges come to meet them for developing friendship and to select their respective Spolses.
Somctimes the girls may uge the house of a8 widow g5 their dormitary. The b

¥ alse Copstruct
their dormitery or may use one of the widawer's house for the purpese. In frgnt of the typicy)
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Bonda house, ofe can find heaps of fic-wodd stored for use all aver the year. The kitchen
gardsn may b developed gear the main homse for raisng wegotables, boans, matze and
Other crops,

The Bondos are very mach fond of oraements. They decorate thar body with
multifarious costumes. Regarding their clothes, the males Use loin <loth and the females use a
small fibre skirt kDown as rimgea which s woven by thowmsclves. Amoag dilfccent ormamen's
mentigh may be made of aluminium and Boass necksands, cross headbands made of heads,
leawes and fibres.  They wse headbgnds and hug: cowry fastener necklgoes and brass rings hqn;
on car-lobcs. The Bondo women put on badghs fram the wrisi up U the ibow. The girls
in the leivure hours kecp themselves busy in designing the eoloured gowry neeklacss. They feel
proud of their ornaments.  Ewen tye 1itl girls are abso Cmhponed o0 the same mann:r. But the
weight of ornaments put on varies according 1o the age of the girl and ccanomig candition of the
family. Tie unmamied young bows also desorate themseive. by putling on warieties of arnaments
and keeping long hair.  Male Bondos comb their hair very micely.

The Bondo women are  wery egreful to lgoop thoir spinming  amd  weaving  instru-
pents n g safety place which s mgde of wood gnd bamboo. Al over the  year excopt
a few girls all the wonwn stick o their traditiong) clothes woven by themselves. The
woaving wofk o oxcluiively femininge. They styrt weaving after celebration of “Sumegelirak’
before which ‘Kerang' fibre collection s prohibited. A number of tpboos are  associated
with s Kerang shrub. They mostly collect ‘Kerang’ branches on the first Friday after
celobration of Sumegelirak’.  Thwe branches are submerged 0 the stygoant wyter and a
heap of mud 153 kept over it o sharten the gap for proccssing the fibre. They use some
jungle barks for dyeing the yarn, Then the women woave their glothes out of thege
bre.

Bondos use vancties of dreaded weapons.  Among the Wegpons mention may be
made about the use of bow and arrow for which Bondos we famous ! gwer the
world. Thetr aim seldom falls to reoch the target as they hgwe  expertise in grehery.
They use tnangular projecied type of blades made of irgn for making arrows. At the time
of hunting they alo use varietics of traps and snares. The sharp Knives of the Bondos
are quite dangerous but moat Intimate item tabe taken by ga gdult male. A Bondo adult
carrics bow and arrows and a sharp knaifc when he legves the willage. The knife is kept

B from the waist Mll or Ilflﬂ:. It I I.I'Lh lh.l.pcd h;rin! aluminium hﬂﬂdlu and
mainly wsed for cutung and piercing. The gickle s us:d by the Bondos exclusively for
reaping <rop and also for cutting grass, shrubs, weeds and bushes. They also use chisel
wooden grinders, drill, hammer and many other implements. The Bondo women use pestle
about 3 fect length and & inchws diameter. At its one ¢nd go iron ring iy filled and

!y used for husking grains. The hoc and crowbar arc used as digging tools by them.
As regards ggricultural implements they use spade  sickle wd hoe ctc. Apart frem all these
materialy like brogm stick, basketry, such a8 winnowing fan, contginers and haskets of
different shapes and mizes are of Special mention, They use wvarious musical ipstruments
like drums, blowing pipes, hatpoon atc. They use a largs drum made of earthen-ware
baviog the opening covered with cow-hide and, another drum known as ‘kidding’ s double
membrgne  cylindrical shaped drum which 15 covered with gogt skinat ong face gnd beaten
with hand Whereas the other face is covered with cow hide and beaten with stick. They
also use ‘Guitar’ with one string played with finger. They use how like wiglin and flut:s.
The girls use Jews harp made of bambgo out of which low swest sound is produced.
The women in the dormitgry or in the dancing ground produce spund  gut of their bangles.
At the time of hunting expedition and in communal dalice horn trumpet is blawn by the
magico-religious specialist. All the musical instruments aze made by the Bondos themaelves
or as par their goecifications.

The mgper part of the ecomomic lifc of the Bondss revolves round the forest.
They mostly depend on food gathering, hunting, shifting cultivgtion and settled ng;icultn;:e.
Some of them also have adopted wage carning and pearing of animals and birds for
additional income. Almost all the houscholds carry on slash and burn type of shifting
cultivation in the hill slopes. Even today maximum number of Bondo people depend on
food gathering, hunting and fishing for their subsistence. A few pecple are having the wet land
for paddy cultivation. In order to meet mcst of their day-to-day necessities they collect
materials from the local forest. The Bondo economic czlendar implies that the environment
and the skill of the psople together somehow help in earning their livelihood.
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Since time imme:morial Bondas have accepted food gathering as  the unavoidable
source of subsirtance, they collect different mushrooms, roots, tubers, stems, leaves, f'ﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ
fruits, sseds and cwen some parls of trees to use them as food available in diffepent
reasons.  Mostly the females are engaged in the  cpllection of food items in the jungle.
Incidentally some male members also collect minor farest producss used a8 food  But
food E.nlh'..‘finﬂ ts aceeptd as femining pursuil. Th: Bonda femsles in group go even
kilometres together for the colicetion of forest cdibles. They us: digging sticks and small
crowbars somstimes 4 shatp iron picce for digging tubers fram the land. They have
sufficient kn wicdge abhout the avallability of various types of forest mgtcriale which are
available in diflrent segsons.  Accordingly they reach the  spot and find no difficulty in
gathering them. But they are wery conscious of the seasonal coremonics and their relations
with ths golleetion of different items in the forest. Even taday the Bondos colleet wvaricties
of food mgterigls ‘rom  their native jungles.  Although foed gathering iz th: pringipgl
economie pursuit of the Bonda women, males at timgsare alsocngaged in this pursuit.

h;cnrdiuﬁ to  the Bandas, huating was  aa  impgrtant  aspret of  their
egonomic hLifc but due to the paucity of game animale gnd  theintraduction of
reserve  fopest rules, the Bondos have eeased to accept 1t ag g permancnt  occupation.
Only oo festive occasions thay go for hunting as por the social custom. Among
the hunting game animgls me, tion may be made of wild boar, hare, sambar, wild goat,
decr, pereupt.o, pea-fowl and wild chicken  ete. All the  villagers proceed for  huntiog
after performanee of traditionally prescribed magico-ri ligious rituals. They follow & number
of taboos at the time «f hunting in the forest. The hunting groups are tqually distri-
buted but the person whase arrow or weapon touches the pray first goth a  special
gharc. The hunting woapons used ar> traditionzl baw and arraw, asharp knife, heavy
axs, spar, different types of snarcs and traps. In Spite of sharp iron  picee, a globu-
lar woaden picce mgy be used 35 the working vnd of the arrow. Sem:times dogs arc
also  quite hC|pful at the tims of huming. The Boandas hawe duv.:l.xprd varictics of devi-
ces for catching different games, particular method to he  adopted is  determined
according to the prey as well azs number of hunters. Before the day of  hunting the
peaple drinking liquor and glecping with their wiwes are tabaged They are also expected
not to put on any dress of light colour. They usc different techoelogy for killing warie-
tics of birdg and animale which show their skill and expertizs in this ficld. By means of
indigenous cantrivences, they catch fishrs to supplemenat their food wmaterials. Particularly
in the gummer scagon the women go inlong  procession kecping fishing nects  on  their
head to the nearby perennisl stregm or  Patraput river. Bath men and women go far
fishing hut it s mure enjoyabls when the women porform  this functicn callegtively in
a group. Different methods are also edepted by the Bondos to catch fishin the hill
srream.  Varictics of fishing nots  they uge for  fishing depend on the dgepth of water and
types of fish expected. Apart from fishing, crab-gatching by the Bonods is ale» quite interesting,

Apart from all these itmew, they alss callect firewood from the farest. They
colleet and store fircwgod far future uge infront of the main hut. The size of the heap
deteprmines  the number of working woman of the fymily. C llection of firewond is an
cvery day activity for the women. The male and female members while  coming  back
after the whale day work in the field bring som> firowesd  with them. A fow warictics
of restrigted firewaad are newer  braught at home.

In sa far a5 their  econgmic cffprta copg'rning fare;t s gongernsd with life af
the Bondos it is clear that forest provides them many of their diy-ta-day necessities and
alsa fodder for their cattle. Almast all the gtthe im0 the Banda  arca are  healthy
because of  awvailability of suffigient fadders. The flegk of catih graze in the farest unger
the supervision of the Bando bays. The herdsman finds na difficulty for  satisfying  his
hung:r  and thirsg in side the jungle. The forest inthe Bonda ardis quite rich in different
medicinal planis, herbs and  ghrubs.  Acocarding (o som® of the hrbal modegineMen there
i+ Do discas: whigh gannat be gured by the medicin-a avgilable in their lagzal forest.
The Siali creepim have {ta own impartance in sogh=Cultural activities and 0 the cconps
mig life of the Bondgs. Until their important  festival  (Sumegalirak) 1n the month of
February 15 perfarmed, nobody uses the Siali fikes and frujm. They  prepare  their
waterproal  hat. storing baskets and plates apt of Siali leaves and coatl aut  of its fibre.
The Bondas use wild date-palm legves and “Pirhi” the thughing grass  available in
their foreat fnr hatse congtructinn. The tender .hq_l'l'l_h-,.l.l Lh|1.|-:|':||, (H'-’I.f'ﬂ.’ill) and (4 ap
of the sagopalm trees  which is the mest favounite drink of the Bondos art availahle
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. : - ; . naide the wild date-
in the necarby jungle, They also relish the worns which take shelter ingide ¢
lam trees, Apart from all these there are several items, like hill brooms kerong
ibres, honey ctc.  which they callegt from the farcst.

The Bondas hav: developed their own  method r(r;r. '-,,t-lvaal
by cxpluiting their natural resources. Since there 18 no i!ufﬁcu.-nl !.ugd for cultivation ?u.l-la.p
ploughing was unknown to the people, the crude practice of Ehlr“nF' cultivation -
adopted by the people singe lang. The slash and burn type of rotation cultivation practiscC by
the Bandos is interesting in terms of sacig-cultural habits. The industrious Bondos are compelle
to adopt this disadvantageaus and unproductive method bocguse that was the gnly way to
produg: som: thiag for survival. They cultivate hill slopes cven at an altitude of abgut
4,000 fset abgve the sea-level. A particular patch of farest s cultivated far a cofise-
cutive period  of 3 years and  then Lft fallow till it recupes adequate growth
of wogetation. The sclection of a plot for (slash and burn) type of rotation cultivation
dges mot create any problem  becausc of existing gwnership of land in the lincage level
and fallgwed ging: time immemorigl. This comprechensive  practice keeps  the family
m:mbers busy in th: field for g:tting something for survival. In “the samc y:ar a
family choos:s twa plots for cultivation.

In ths firit one ths owner nriztisas cyltivition far the curremt year and the second
cne is made ready for cultivation in the next year. The s:lection of aplit does not create
any problem as the ownership has alrcady been fixed since generations. But the whole process
of *slash and burn’ type of cultivation includes a aumber of czremonics, sacrifices and ritualistic
obscrvances.

The shifting caltivation pracsss, amang the Bondas, is very compreheznsive, The
family members remain busy in two different plats, hence the warks arc sometimes overlapped.
Accarding to a senior Bondo man who has lived in the area for abput eighty years, their life
without drecams and women is usgless and their sagicty and ecghomic life without §hifting
cultivation is meaningless. They follaw systematic prages for practising  shifting cultivation.
The ceremanial cutting of farest patch is made sn villaga level through  magico-religious
speialist and subsequently it is followed ia the individual family level. The collection of
branches in th: ficld and burning of the hranches and removal of unurnt materials and spreading
of agh over the swidden plot, sowing of seceds and tilling the soil, watching, reaping and
harveating, storing, presarvation aad consumaition, ctc. are usual :ctivitics.

Ceremonially in the *§ mugelirak’ festival, the community level magico-religious
specialist, lccally known as SISA offers «acrificc and performs ritual observances after which he
proceeds to the swideen of hig own to clean the branches to bestow divine approval for the
others  for cutting the forest to take up shifting cultivation in their respzctive plats. In
many forest cultivated arcas the Bondas woffer sacrifices to the concerned spirit expected to be
living there. A man having no suitable patch for shifting cultivation in a particular year may
have a patch from another man having surplus land to take up cultivation temporarily. The
owner ncver demands to get bick the plot till the cultivator  complotes 3 years of
agricultura} gycle. Insome cascsan owner may allow only far one year for which the
conditions are made clear at the outset.  Mgstly all the family mgmbers and gome of th= lineage
memters  may work in the shifting cultivatign patch of the eWnef on » co-operative basis,
Some gconamically better off Bandos hire labaurers far which they have to pay some nominal
charges as a formality but offering of food and drink to the willage labour forge
is the traditinnal practice followed with sincerity aad care. At the time of cutting of the forest,
they leavs untpuched the fruit-hearing tress and medicinal plants. Whilg cutting the big trees
the male 'm:.-m:..;r-, leave stamng about 3 ta 3 feet; where as gl the hierhs and  shrubs gre removed
campletaly.

fn tye sccond phuse of operation, they set fira in the heaps of dried twigs. They
arrange the heaps in such a manner that the oatirg arey 15 gavered ap with aghes: Some branches
and stems are fpund lying unburnt but thase .ire not hrought at hame upless the GIAGIGE
(CHAIT PARAB) ccremany ia celsbrated.  After the pr hibition period, the women gy home
after the whole day work in the shifting eultivation fAsld, with g head-load of unburnt fire wood.
The male mambers also return with heavy Wagden logs on their shoulders Which are wsed as
fucl. Before the first shawer of mongson all the unbirnt twigs are cleared ang ashes spread over the
patch. Sametimes during thig period new branckes afe generated which are cleanad hefore sowing:
Bafare tha third phase of aperation, that is gewing, the E-ndm make fetce of plat  boundary to
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demarcat: the area angd to save the crops in future fram the wild animals.They muy caise watching
hut and slesping platform ty tike rest during leisure hours. §wing and digging arc tiken up
according to the rainfall and convenieaca of the weathe.. D iring this sp1ation Bondos in
geeral do nat celebrate uny c:rmany or offer any communal sacrifice but at family level they
perform rituals and glfer sacrifices. They offer fish and rice to the deity-in-charge of praduction
in expectation of batter harvest. One of the mile members having necessiry experience in the
techniques of sawing, throws the seeds by hand after which the wamen wark thg soil by hoe.
Far digging they alss use a hard gnd sharp waoden pigee. Crops sowq varies from year to  year
or fram gne plot ta theather. They mostly grow mullets, like Ragi, Suin, Kangu, Kakadanki
and oilseeds like nigsr and many others. They also 8row varietics of vegetables in the shifting
cultivation ficlds. The Bondas sow varicties of seeds in ong plot which are harvested in
differeat times. At the time of sowing the Bondos fist use the sanctified seede with the belief that
it gives hetter yield.

Faurth stage is wesding waich i gencrally the joh of the womea. Usually after
sowing heavy rainfall taken plice in thig area which 8tVe rige to 2rowth of weeds.  Thercfore, the
women weed out the injurious parasitic gnd unuseful plants which are hyrmful for the Crops.
The rich Bandos us: village labour force by paying food and formul charges in cagh. Usuglly
the shifting cultivation ficlds are wgeded twice in succsssion. The third weeding if nceded may
be done which helps in getting better harvest. For digzing they use sickle and digging sticks.
Sometimes small axes are also used to cut the brnnchss that grow out of the uaburnt stems.

When the crops arec found beziring corns, the Bandas start watching the fields
The birds arc menace to the crops right from the time of sawing tll the completion of
the harvest. Hence guarding becomes an imporgant agricultural operation. The male folk
watching the field against the depredation of wild animals. During the guarding scveral
Preventive measurcs arc taken by uttering or producing  scund or by  fixing structures
in the field to keep the animals and birds away from the field. Sometimes cven after
several precautionary mcasure: thc Bondos fail to save their crop from wild boars, rabbits
and  varitics of birds. When the crops arc ready far havesting the family
members keep on watching the standing crops days and night. Sometimes the entire
family shifts to the cultivation patch and remain there to watch the fields till the harvest
is over. They usually shift tcmporarly from the village to the field specially when the
distancc of the shifting cultivation fields is far away from the original settlcment.

The next phase of the  shifting cultivation is reaping  af the
crops and the asgociated ritualistic observances. As soon as  the formal offering to
tho sepirits iz  performed, the ncedy people start consuming the cr sps  harvested.
All the family members and also some male members remain busy at the time of reapiag
the crops. They sing traditional songs while working in a group. After observing
‘ Sumegelirak *  ( Pusparaba ) they thrash crops and store for future use. Just after the
harvest they pay back the crop lcan and consume the rest within few months. Only
well-to-do people store crops for future use.

The process of shifting cultivation as mentioned abave is almast simg  all over
the Bondo arca. But there are exceptions, for instance due to paucity of swidden laod
onc may practisc shifting cultivation in the same .pat.ch for more than three years. In
gome cages mlso ong may leave the area after cultivating OP!Y for onc year. The fallow
period varies from 3to 10 years and it depends on the fertility of the land. The problem is
connected with the rize in population in the area. All the difficult and painstaking tysks
are shouldered by men but gll time-taking and boriag, comparatively essy and light
works are donec by the female folk. By and [g.rgc all the waorks gre done by both the
gaXes in onc or differcnt forms and  strict practice of q|vmon of labour iy nat sefigusly
observed. The man days spent for the shifting cultivatipn are much more incase of the
femalcs than thg males.

Bondas liko gathor peoPle pre very much fond of land. The Lind in the B 0do
area can be divided into several types on  the bagis of ity physiography and oWnership
ttern. Tho main ty of land in the Bondo ares ape land l_ll.ed for slash and bury
type of cultivation lgx;rr). the Tgl;in valley land which remging dry and situated at
the base of the hill (Pada). o third category of land is the irrigated wet land or
terraced land meant for paddy cultivation ( Beda ).
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Apart  fran all  thye farsst  land  aad waite lad over waich communal
awnership is cxerted 1w left frec to everybady for use. Tie pgo-pulm. taminind, j Ck-
fruit ard some other fruit-bearing trees  even though fouad in any communal land is
owacil b specifi; families whose forcfataers  have pl-lﬂwd them.
game  families huve traditi »nal right over trees in the jungle and in
upsettied  land because they hive bren  usiag  them over  yeirs singg their
forcfathers. Al!l the concerncd  hineige members  cad have liserty to sharc the fruils.
Unauthorised use of these items is considered y theft and rasults into quarrel, coailict and
murder amang the Bond .

_ Every Bonls family manages a Kkitchen giardea locited either adjacent to the
caurtyard or very close to thc homestead ploc. With all possible care this  girden
ix minured, ploughed and fenced properly. They grow virious vegetable crops, maize
and tibacco in the kitchen garden Samotimes they provide natural irrigation to the
kitchen garden and raise vegetables like brinjal, tomato, chilli, tub.rs, pumpkin, gourd,
cucumhcr, binang etc. They use all these produces and the surplus is sold in the nearby
weekly markets. Agriculture is one farm or other I3 practised by almost all the families
duc to diminishing forest edibles. People are gradyally develuping the tendency to
produce m re in the agricultural fields. By using the tradition:l agricultural implements
and the age-old technology they work very hard to get batter harvest. Although the male
folk takc up major warks but the women have 4 greater shae in  vyrious agricultural
pursuits. T ¢ arca to b: cultivated is determined on buasis of the size of th: family and
also the land ownership. Soil structure and fertility in the Bando area vary from one
land to the other and also from one village to the other. By and large there are lands
exposed to the poraicious cffects of 50il ervsion and shifting cultivation fields are affected
much in comparison to other categories of land. The Bondos are found busy in some
way or other a th: shifting ciltivation field or in the land along the
feothills ‘Pada® or in the irrigated ‘Beda’ land throughout the yedr except on the
festival days. The definite  system  of crop rotation is specially  aot:worthy.
They grow in the shifting cultivation patch niger in the firet ycar which nceds more fertiliscr and
in the second year thty grow ragiand in the third year small millets which nced comparativ:ly
les: fertiliser. In th: ‘Beda’ land thoy regularly grow paddy and use their tradytional gecds
which they pees:rve carefully after following the prescribed ritualistic observances.

The best type of land which attracts the attcation of the Bondo is the irrigated
terrac:d and fortile ‘Beda’ land waers they grow traditional long duration paddy. Inthe valley
of hills and mauntaing Where the streams flow all over the ycer they have terraced those lands
to grow paddy. Almnst cvery year they work very hard on these lands to level the plots and
bring these in to orJer because the entire waler of the ares flows through thes: irrigated patches
and management of water ctc. cxhibit special skill and =xpertise in this line. They us€ a type
of lewell:r which makes this surfac: plain and cnsures constant water lew ! all owver the plot.
They nover uss broadcosting m:thod for paddy &x:ds rather practisc the method of trips-
plantation. They preserv: sceds in baskets made of bamboa splits and clean thcm thorge
ughly and caver them with  straw and for continuous five days a little warm watcr s
sprinkled according to the nccessity. When  the sevds germinate they ape sown in a smgll
patch for raising scedlings.  They regulate water flaw to allow regular growth of the
secdlings and to make th:m ready for transplantation in time. When the seedli get
ready 1n the plot, the men-folk plough and level the land and the women pull the
gecediings out and put them in to gmill bupdles which zrc  subsequently carnied  to the
ficld for transplantation. All wamen stond at th® gentre of the plat in g circle znd
move in difforent directions to complete the work of transplantation. After transplanta-
tian the ficld is left withgut water for two to three yoars.  But afterwards special  care
is takon to keep twg to three inghes of water all gver the plat.  Then after 5 month
wocding wark takes plac:. When graine are ready, they may wateh the fi:ld provided
that is amidst the farcst and away from th: villag> gettlement.  When crops are ready
th: family membems go with sickles  to reap the grop. They never reap at the bigg of
the crop but anly the grain partion is taken out and the straw ig left an  the fleld.
Tilt the ‘Sumegelirak® is telehrated the ripe crop is nat carfied to the threshing far.
Thy thrclhing ﬁmr of the Bando s regarded ns one of the ritugligtic contpe which demangds
specin!d obscrvances and precautiprary measures. A number of taboos are associatcd with
theie theeghing floar.  Food preptred. autside the floor wrea. s not eaten  and traditiobal
drinks execpt sagorpalin iy not allawed.  While harvesting the erop gossiping 14 Mot allovweed
and the hisbgnd :.n-]ﬂ#il'u.- relatignship during the  days of harvest 5 strietly prohibited. A
mqh;{rr.,-li!i‘.u, rite is r.:pf.,rm.;d in which cggs and crabs are off:red  helofe lifting the
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grains at home. In the 'Susugage’ (Magha parba), a magicerrcligious rite is performed on
community level and the seed grains are sanctified to cnsure better harvest for the ncext
year. In the entirc agriculturgl operation the division of labour between the sexes is not
strictly gbserved.  due ta cnvirpomentg! chang:, climatic variation and limited means of
subsistence the Bondgs arc facing s<cveral ¢conomic hurdles.  All the members of the
comunity share thiir activities gnd p:form jaintly several works. Distribution of Warks
in @:rtato sphere is ganoecicd with customs, cabventions, traditions and physical fitness
but not on the basis of phyiinlagy or natural principles.  Meafolk usually perform heavy
aad ardupus warks bat wam:a or: ogsiigacd ligat warks.

In different cConomic activities men gre  expected to do  all the warks conncce
ted with hunting, trapping, house conmstruction which nged courage, strength, skill  ctc.
The women  are busy in cocking, taking care of damesticated gnimals, foed gathering and
weeding.  Climbing the trees, watching the field in the night, ploughing, lewcliiog the land
and som: other hegvy painstaking works, like threshing, winngwing secds are done by
males.  The females cpllect cdibles in the forest, fetch water and callzct fuel wood. The
children arc assigned many minor jobs Wwhich demaads less or physical strain.  Bath
boys and girls arc sent to the jungle to grazs th: cattle. The gld persons are prohibited
to perform strenuous Igbour and only gssigned lighter works. They tgke care of the
childrsp at home and mgaufacture vaious materials like ncts, traps, snares and bgskets.
Some other warks wh.ch arc done by th°m arc sharpening of ths hunting wegpons and
agricultural implements.

On the basis of ecconomic stgtus the Bondg community may be catcgorised
into three broad divisions, w:ll-to-do familics who have sufficient jgnd to  cultivgte
middlc standard p=ople who dcpend on Jland and forest for survival and cconomically
poor peopl: who depend gbsolutely on farest. The people of low economic status have
to work hard fur their food and they hardly get a full meal for consccutive weeks and
arc cxplpited by the two former categarics of people. Even today the w:ll-to-do
Bondos kcep permanent labourcrs who may be a male or female Mostly
the poor debtors work for food and cloth in the house of the creditors and perform all
the works which they are ordered t: do. Maostly the Bondos borrow fir marriage expcnses
and later on work to repiy the loans. Sometimes the cattle as bride price is paid by his
master and if the worker is afemule and receives bride price it is taken by her master.
Most of them lead a life full of struggles for eurvival. Payment for any work can be made
either in cash or jn kind but the pravision of giving food and drink is compuleory for gny
strenuous work. Sometimes the well-to-do Bondos give food graine or one animal for the
village labour forcc to sscure their labour at the time of necessity.

Apart from agriculture, the Bondas also earn from several other sources. guch as
forest collections and wage earpning. Some of them also cara as Witch Doctor-cum-herbal
medicine men. Their major source of expenditure is on magico-religious functions and on
food stuff. They purchuge few articles which are not usually available in their own area
from the weekly markets such as clothes, ornaments, etc. Some of them also purchase
kerosine, mustard oil, onion, aluminium utensils, match-boxes and few other necessities.
They cclebrate aseries of ceremonics all over the year which compell them to g for loan.
Some other items of expenditure include the purchase of agricultural implements, payment
to Government officials and hiring of labourcrg for certain houschold gnd agricultural works.
Many of them spent much in drinking and paying interests to the traditional money lenders.
Some well-to-do Bondos have the propensity to save and they control their expenditure ag
much they can and also work very hard to carn more. The savings i used for giving
logne to fetch interest and for purchase of cultivable irrigated land either in their own afea
or in the nearby plain villages. Some of them also purchase cattle, goats, pigs, sago-palm
trees. j,ckfruit trces out of their gavings and by sclling the cash crop specially niger and
pulses. They also purchase gold ornaments and bras utensils.

Majority of Bondos arc indebted for several rgasoms. Many Jebtors have last
their immovable property which were mortgaged with the creditors. Due to indebtedness
some male as well as famale youths are working as permanent labourer in the house of the
creditor . The major factors of indebtedness is low income, less productiod in the field,
inadequacy of main or damage of crops by the wild animals, ill-health and gxpensive magico-
religious ritualistic observances, hcavy bride price, costly ceremonial feast and festivals cte,
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Apart from thesc drinking habit of the pesple, idleness and aggressive personaiity also are
some of the additional factors which cyuse indebiedness. Once a Bondo borrows after
mortgagiug the land megn rarely recodped within tng stipulated time. For cash loan as high as
S0%, interest w charged whercas for the crops the creditors colicct 1007, nterest. The peniod
of maturity of a loun is ealculated cvery ycar and for afew months the burrower has to
pay interest for the whgle year. Repayment by the indebtors is usually made in the
harvesting scason and 1f upybody failsy to repay the imtial debt the loan 1o multiplied. It
15 very lieart touching to note that some of the B.ndos suffer fro.n garrying not ounly the
load of their own lodn but also inherit such burden from their forefathers. Many of the
creditors are tbeir fellow tribegmen, Rarely the Dombs iohabiting the area and other ethaic
groups 1n the plains arca advance loan tu the Bondos. Inspite of wery high rate of interest
the Bondos get no alternauive to sort out these ongoing unavoidable prublems. It 1 seen
that a Bondo indebtyr is more afraid of Bgndo creditor than the loan taken from the Dombs,
Gadabis, Didayis and other eihnig  groups.

In almost all sjcieties faod and culinary practices are the mirror of culture  which
reflects the social and economic life of the community. The highland Botdos do not give
much stress on autritive value, food composition, preparatio.. and contents of fopd. [he
only thing which matlers 15 1ts availability and quantty. They manage very simple kitchen
and their traditional food habit is more intimate with their ecology, fire, water and put
are enough to prepare anything either by rousting or frying or boiling. They use wery
little spices and serve food in leaf plates and cups. Very often they are found worried for
food but never for culinary pructices. They do not hive any :pecitic kitchen roum buta
part of the dwelling house 1s used for kitchen purpose. Among the materials that are
assoctated with Kkitcnen arc the carthen 2nd alumicium pets, leaf platc and cups, gourd
containers of different shape and size. They use simple type of aven n which three siones
are arradged in a triangular snape which can sustain tge wed of small and big pots. Sometimes
hearth is made in the varendah which depends .n tne space awuilablc and interest gf the
family. They preserve fire in the oven but inside the forest they rely on fire drill. Neatness

and cleanliness of the kitchen is not emphasiscd much but they wash their utensils daily
in the nearby stream.

In the dietary habit they follow mimimum social rules and enjoy special type of
food items. In certain festive occasions many of their new food items are assogiated with
certuin nituabistic observances. Somc f.od taboos are alss observed. Quite a few number of
food items are denied to pregnant women, parturient mothers and  infanls,  They eat
scveral varictics of mushrooms, routs, tubers, shoots, leaves, fruits etc. Various tubery  of
different tastes, size arc available in different seasons. The popular ghoots are tender pambgo
shoots well known as Karadi. The trunk of sggo-palm trees is husked to make powder gnd
eaten after boiling ulong with ragi gruel. They also take different types of leaves which are
found in thc jungle. One may be astonished that some of the family members depend on the
bamboo shoot and green lesves for wecks together. Among the fruits they take jack-fruits,
mango, datc-palm, orange, tamyrind, kendu, dlack berry, dummer, kugum, wogd sorrel gnd,
several uthers. The maogo garnel ix one of the impgriant fuod items used by the Bongdos
during thc lcan period.

Scveral other items they eyt such a8 ragi gruel, maize, fice of small millets
paddy, pulsgs of beins black gram gng vegetables such as sweat gourd, pumpkin, brinjal and
many others. They like very much chilli and tamato. Among all the food items they like
the ragi gruel. Even they cat twicc and thrice a day when itisavailable. The lfe-gtyle and
culture of the pecople is assoziated with ragi and they express that their warking strength,
stout and strong body and cnergetic behavio rs as the result of the cynsumption of fagi
gruel. Apart fromthe ragi, rice is the second importiot staple food of the Bongos.
Apart from several varigtics of vegetarian food items Bondos are also very much fond  of
non-vegetarian food items. They copsum: beef gud like megt of the rat and the moUse
most. A part from that oork, motton, fuwls, dricd fish, cggs, fish, crgb are glso egten by the Bogdes.
They like to cat the worm inside the wild palm-tices and varictics of bipds gvailgble in the
forcst. On fostive occoasions Don-wegetgrian food items are communglly rzlighed. Atong the
jungle gnimgls mentign may b: mgde of deer, sambars, wild boar, percupide gand mapy
others. Amaog the bifdl mention may be m..,d:- al  fowl, plmiucks. plgcad and some
variction of sparrows. More or less in every woek cattle are slaugblered for conguiuption,
The Boodos Preserve Nod-vegelarian food items for fulure use.



24

Apart (rom diffor:at food it=ms, Bondas take a varictica of intoxicated drinks.
All over th: Bondo grea one cancom: acros s:voral Saga-palm trecs which pravide aufficient
saps far comsumption of the Bondo . Also in ewry vwillgge the Bindes possss g
number of dinilling cquipments by megns of which they prepare Mohug liquors. They
cad,um: ¢norm .us quantitice of sago-pglm juiec. The whole socia! syitem of the Bondo
15 link d with th-ir drinking habit. Accarding to the Bondoi sago-palm juige is  essontigl
not gnly far their personal we: but glea for their Igbgures. They also varn by selling Sago-plam
juie: and win: in the negrby markets. Daily in the morning gnd cvening they colleet Sago-
plam jaic: and far btter s:ceotipn of juice they p:rform sp.cigl magico-religious rites.
Th:y drink Sago-palm juie: by bsiling it and in the cullegtion pot thry kept herbal
medicins which acts gy preventive ggainst diarthocg and stomach  troubles. The Bendos
prepare rice becr out of rice and rice of smull millets to whigh they add some jungle
herbs. This 15 mostly used in  festive occasions and at the time of agricultura! works.
They aleo uge varieties of narcotic like tibacco legwes 10 smoking pipes and tobreco paste
inside mouth. Use of tobacco paste by peopl: of differeat age and  sex groups is a
pigular phenom:na.

Th: Bondos «at twice a day. The childpeon are given special  previleges with
regard to the numb:r of timeas of cating. Foed is usuilly s:rv.d by th: mather. When any
outsider arrives they offer him raw fo-d items and oth r requisites for cooking.

In the Bondo community, social grouping iz manifested on the bagiz of sex-
ag: rclationship, asg-cistion, locality 6tatus, function and warious aspects of social life.
Differcnt goals associatzd with socizl groupings and sub-groupings are of emotional, sogial
cconomic, roligicus and wstituticnal in nature. These are more influenced by magico-
religioua rctivities and kinship affinity. Important socia! institutions arc family, lincage, clan
and trib: gz5 a whole.

Basically the Bondp family is patrilineal, patrilocal, patriarchil and nuclear type.
It consists of husband, wife and unmarried children. As sosn as a son gets married he lives
in a scpirate hwusSc. During their childhood the sons and daught.rs are alluwed to ileep with the
parents in the aight but at their lite childhood they sleep in their respective youth dormituries.
Relationship bztween the husb ind and wife is cordial and children are always brought ur with
love and affection. A couple gets special status in the community. In almost all c:ses the
husband is younger in age than their wives. Extramarital relationship js strictly prihibited and
repested uafvithfulness of wife may lead tis divorce. There are Bondos having two wives who
live in two sepuarate hutments. The husband attends them in every alternate days. Even though
the wife is elder in age she observes the firrmal rules of gubmission. In the family the husband
claims his superiority. All the valuable and immovable property belangs to the husband,
After the death of the husband the woman may marry one of the uterine brather of hegr
tatc husband when the wife is tortured, her kinsmen may take serious action against the hu:band.
A divorcee may marry to a man who returns bride price of the first hushand. At the time of
second marriage she hos to leave her children in her first husband’s family. Puirentg are
responsible to arrange bride price for their son’s marriage.

Family among the Bondos is an cconomically self sufficient umit. All the members

tf. em 1heir respective tasks according to their age, 6ex and as per the traditicnal divigion of

labour. Perhaps maintenance of co-operation and mutual understanding ameng the  family
members thraughout their life is the striking characteristic features of the Buondo family.

The clan arganigation lscally knewn as ‘Manda’ or ‘Kuda' pliys a significant role
and one Bonds is a member of thie organisation by birth. <‘Kuda’ unit i. patrilings) and
exogamous. They believe that all the members of same Kuda are the descendants of a gommon
ancostar. There are nine Kudas amang them named after the village functionaries. They are
Badnaik, Challan, $isa, Dhangda Majbi, Kirsani, Muduli, Dora, Jhigidiand Mandra. According
to scvepal myths the clang arc origingted with a view tn perform various socio-cultural fungtians.
Perhaps due ta incregse of papulation.qnd occurence of Quarrely and conflict they migrated ta
reside with their respective clansmen in ;cp,r:\tc.nttlcmcm‘, Mot signifigint chyracteristio
fgzture of the Kuda is the feeling of grogp golidgrity. The 1 Kuda Jame g Uied z& @ term of
pddress. With regird to the functions of !{x:a'q. pcople bclnnf(m, to gisd are cxpected to perform
all community level magico-religious aclivitin. The Badna'k Kuda peqple have abwolute right gver

the post of ‘Naik’, the secular hegd. Lineage among the ‘Bondis s n cofPorite gloud MaVing
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stronger functional unit «f sccio<conomic life partjcularly ¢ birth, mamagc, d!-mr)n::;:l
magico-religious functicns. The gwoership over immevable property like hills ard R b ;
meant for ‘slash and burn' type of rotalion cultivat.cn, wet-lsnd and grives m“nmlt. aglf
of the lincage. The line g¢ may work twgither and distribute the harviat. Pft'\-l} “"fa"‘ o
the lincage men were residing togother within a limited area but due to cconomic factors
they are n¢w found in separate gettlemants. Fven tgday one can find great affinity betwicn
the lincage men. Properfy of an  issucliss man ges to his close lincage men.

The Bondo communily as a whole is divided into 1wo ftgt:mic giotps may
by called as moicty. Each greup is an ¢ndogamecus division and thiy are twe 1D nvmbcr,
‘Ontal' means Cobra and ‘Killi’ mears tiper. New-a-diys die fo prcgual divieign of the
tribe into two broid grotps they an peble o soa’n the sestretigns  particularly to
avoid problems of marrisnge. Thoigh ihcontically mansge boween the people  of
Ontal group is not possible. prople "ar: compelid 1o doviate  becouse of symetrical
reciprocity. People of two differcnt mojstics may iphabit in the samg or different villz ges.

Village as a sccial unit i5 a distirct apd impertant  Crgepication from functicnal
points ¢f vicw. A numbir of familles under the traditional villgge ccireil and Hindi
Deota, arc grouped as a single unit for diffcrgnt sccig-cultyral and  cccngmic purposcs
Previously the willages were pniclan in cerfaositicn byt ngw-a-days qricple of cther clans
are also living there. Village (xogamy «xcept in  Ardighal’ s itricly  follgwed.
Village scliderity is also rcvealed in inter village feuds, grovp  huntrg, c«brervanecs or
rituals, kidnapping of girls frcm ¢ther willage girls® youth dcrmitery and many other
spheres. The Sindbor which is the centre for different community  level gctivitics plays
a vital rolc to bind the familice of a willage tcgether. Fiw neighbe vring villages  like
Mudulipada, Padeigeda ard Benghegids :1e  copsdercd pecple  ef enc willige and
regularly join in various cg-operative  petivitics.

The patrtilineal ckn organisation ¢f the Berdes is clarly reflictcd in  their
petwork of rclaticnships. In siviril sgcig-Ccoremic cctivitics kinship * plzys ¢n impgrtant
role. Joking with wife's ypurgir brctheis ard sistig ird betwicn grand parents and
grand children are gocially siretiorcd. Awgicetee rch ticathip is mainteined with wife's
mother and elder sister. Frim the kipshp timinclogics it i understcod that the
structural arrangement is eleser to bifurgitc cc-latcral which is die to the existencs of
dual organisation.

Apart frem consanguincal gnd affinal rifaticnghip the Bondes  hzye another
important eccial bond known as ritvgl Xinship. Moimr is the taums of gddries for a
ritual kin or ceremenial fricnd. Crce  this relaticrehip ig g:tablished, it centinucs fecr
life long. They share «ach other's missery and two ‘Moitur’ fricrds ngver Quarrel gor deny
cach other any hglp and asgistance. Practically  ceremgnial relatives are DMgfe  important
than the consanguincal apd affinal king. They denot speak each  gther's Demg gnd
manage the relationship follawing all social dcecrney and decorum.

One of the wery  impgrtant  instituticns g ng tke Bepces is the prevak pce
of youth darmitgry. Twe types of Cormiterivs ¢re  fer bevs  Clegorsipg' erd  the
other for the girle “Selinid'rgg’ wie ferrd in oy villige: These  are meart for 1he
unmarricd Youths Where they  are secialied in @ particular paticrn. Regasding the lecaticn
of the dormitgry there s ng dufinite patern. Scmetimes betse of an wiew grd widgwer
may be used for this purpese by the girls and Boys TGpectively. Dotmitorics gre
matn centrgg fpr mutug,l eCquaintafices and prolimipary  megatiaticps ef metriage. Thire
are centres  for planning, discusring ard decidirg bunting ¢apediticns. By the ovepin
of in early night members of the reepective Yebth dermitoric:s  gasomble aftcr frizhrg
their dm"f," Boys frem otter willsges and clan  prours mect the grls  ard sremd ]:',,E
nights by sioging and enjoying jekes. When two [Fesite ETerrs of boys atterd i1he ,.nt
dormitory it may lead to Quarrel gnd conflict. Seyval telaticnship irside the darmitory
is not allowed. But there in ng bar to develop  intimgey  Ebetween IWo  oPPsite st xeses.
The dormitery eigatisaticn algn feciligtog MAry (CeRemmic petivities of 1he villgpes. Mo
doubt ke dormitary plays pivetal sele for” geviral sccipl, coepemie ;ndsma.nl'l-l
activitics in the Bandoe gecicty. 20
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The highlaad Boados have d:velopsd bad reputation for their homicidal tendency.
To: azighbadcing commiailics are afcaid of them, They ase straigat forwdrd, r.arless, ouirights
and they attack with  w:apaos (W their teihimen  wWithadl wiriiog. The major peakens  are

wer prapsrly and wam:n, ag’- pld caimity and shact t*mn'red. When .”.c'g

intaxication, dispate o
family mimbrs Tails aiek Coc loag tim? aad thare is logs of lifc of cattle und human b-ags

na production in the fAsld. These are believed to bS the effect of sorcory agd the person Who s
gaspcicd 45 th: myin gures: myy be mardsred Sametimes  a Bands kills saomeons out of
rovoag: OF stspicion.  Bat by and larg: aleahal is the predominating factor aad miig cause of
thsip criminil propeasity. Other immartant factors  afe celated tg indehte dness. moartgags of
yma avahle praperty aarl coatinging fe1ds of linzags level.  B:fare gling o jail as well  as after

comning back fram imprisdameat the culprit is offered special diets.

The poalitical life af the: Baalw is bissd oa rigid dsm seratic spirit and continuing
since saveral gencrations.  Alang with the indigznous palitical council the modarn Panchayag
gysiem is alsa in exismnes in the cammunity. The ‘§aik’ iz tha sscular head assisted by ‘Challan’
the depaty leader and ‘Barika’ the messeager-cum-halper.  The ‘nlaik¢ is usually sglected from the
‘Badaaik *Kudy' but soms other ‘Kuda* man if found capable may bz selected for the post. In
gama villagsi twa “Jaiks* may b: found spacially waza the elder *‘Maik® grows ald angd unable
tg reader adoquate sarvicss. With 1is conssat a 52 sad mao is s3leeted Who functions under the
guidanee of the first pe. The Challan bslongs ta ‘Chalta’ ‘Kuda* and some precedure may be
adapted in his cass algy. Ths autharities of a villags have their own area of operation and
surisdiction which is clearly demarcated by territorial baundarigs. But by and large village is the

unit for this.

Within th: palitica! boruydacy th: above leaders cxsCigs their power to settle cases
of diffarent typss with the aim to establish sacial cahssipn and cammunity happiness in their
respaciive ar as.  Tnsy algy help th: magico-religious functionaries far smooth management of
gaveral community levs! ritualistic obssrvances. In Certain matters the political council alsa
g2eks advic: of tha religious spicialists fo- giviag dicisions. Th= casss brought to the notic of
the caucil are cannscted to indebtpdn:ss. praparty dispate. macriag: digp atas, magic. witch-creft,
gareery, quarrel, conflict and teasion. Casss are d cided in the pressace of the village leaders
a4 othsr influsatial individuals and s:aior parsans.

Th: ‘Sindibar® is th> plac: far th: palitical cau wil wiysre dicigions are finalized .
This place is made by the villagers by sstting flat stoncs underncath a  shaddy tres.  Apart from
the snocial Kccasions whire the cpuncil meets, ons Mmay algs find male memboars sitting  together
in the ‘Sindib 4 discussing and spsnding lg:r.urly hours. Females usually avoid this place because
of its special impartanes. Tha past of h[.uk may b2 inherited and may nat be also. Every year
on the basis of his pecformance and achicvemen's he may be reappainted by the village  clders or
may b replaced by & suitable manacuvering persanality. ~Among the Bondos ~ a sccular leader
gives voluntary resignation or his frequens absence in the political ouncil compel the
villagers ta rcappaint samgane. But preferénce Is given to an “%;"“e of the ‘Naik* or ‘Badmaik™
'Kuat and that is_officially done in ‘Susugige festival which takes place in the manth of “Magh,
According to the Bondos an ideal #Naik’ posses a good moral character and a fearlpss, dynamic
and honest man. He is not dishancst and short tempared but very hetpful and alwvays impartial to
giving decision. The post of Barika may bs from a Scheduled Caste community. Selection ar

reappointment of ‘Naik’ in the ‘Gusugige’ is very eajoyable and socially meaningful.

Mast of the cascs arc decided thea and thers in the ‘Tindibar® and somg after a
communal drink. Very rarcly a casc 15 referred to police-station or court particularly  when
involved with murder and blgodshed. But minor  injury Cases  arc decided in the villags and
suppressed. Batb the victim and gnlprit arc fined and the ampunt is  utilised for  purchass of
tr:uﬁtjnngl drink. A well-to-da and influcntial Bando murderer may he excused in the tradi-
tional eouncit if he givesa grand feast of beef and rice to all the village members.

fer the introduction af the madern Pagchayat syitem ths traditiona! coungil bas
bhoon compara’ively weakened. The entire highland Bondos are und r the twa Oram  Panchayats,
Muad:Jipada and Andrahal. in case of Mudulipada the SarpanCh wai beloggiag to  Bondo
gominupity wicreas in Andrahal arca it was hald by a« (omb, a person  from geheduled Caste
community. The Ward mombers wepe mastly the villags fH-l!k' or *Challans®’. By and large the
paosts of the iraditional and ths modern political counci! are gpogupicd hy  the same memhers.
In several cases the traditional council is stronge? and powerful. Tha elected ward members
afo working as administrative as wellas davelap natal gaides in theie cospogtive areas.
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The cntire happenings in and arpund th: Bando areas, as the people  belicve,
are controlled by unscen powems. The magico-religious specialists cxerciss cNOrmous power in
day-to-day activitics and spegial ritualistic occusions. There are a number of centres which in
onc way or other associated with varieties of magico-religious performunces. Apart from these
there are a lot of feasts and fastivals which are associated with agricultural cycle or sogio-cultyral
life of the people.

The Bondaosare influenced by a oumber of supernatural beings for their survival
From the Bondos it is kngwn that they have unlimited fuith on *Mahaprabhu’ or ‘Mahapuru
who is regarded as Almighty and holds all the power af creation and destruction. They tell
that ‘Mahapury’ is present cverywhere. Hc is omnipresent, omnipotent and unghallenged and
tops the hicranchy 1n the theological patheon. He is ong and all-powerful, just, compassionate
and always bencvolent. He tukes shelter in the heawven and witnesses every one's good and had
deeds.  He is propitiated and evoked and never feared. He can be offered anything anywhere
as n matter of obligation beciuse, he is the owner of everything. The Bondos believe that their
social system, value and all that they practise are the contributions of the ‘Mahaprabhu’.

They alss belicve in the Sun gad and the Moon as his wife. according to them
both are oifered sacrifice for prosperity of the family members. ‘Bhimai’ which causes rain,
cold, fog and dew is offered sacrifice by the villagers.

The Bondos are influznced by Patkhanda cult to a large extent. The Patkhanda is
reprosented by a sacred sword placed on the high branch of an old banyan tree which is
surrounded by many other trees, herbs and shrubs. A number of folkiales are heard from the
Bondos about the origin and placement of this sword. Some tcll that this sword was given by
the king of Jeyporc and others speak that the Patkhanda Mahaprabhu for its special power
and function represented by their furefathers by a strong sword. It is regarded as a male deity
and appeased by offering sacrifice on all important festive occasions. The regional religious
speciulist offers the sacrifice where all the Bondos in gengral and people of adjacent twelve
villages in particulars participate. A serigs of ceremonies and formal ritualistic observances
are associated with the Patkhanda Mihaprabhu. People remember this deity on all good and
bad occasions. According to the Boandos if any one commits some mistake is warned in dream
by the Patkhanda. When angry this deity can create several problems speccially for the pesple,
their cattle wealth and area as a whole. Any such indication i seriously viewed and necemgary
glcps arc taken to satisfy the deity.

The ‘Hundi’ is very powerful deity ofeach village and it looks after the safety and
security of the village. In many villages, ‘Hund’ is enshrined ingide the villages, spmewhere
near the ‘Sindibor' and alsa at onc end of the village. Itis marked by a huge stone encirgled
by few small stoncs. Al the villagers in group offer sacrifice through the village muagico-religious
specialist. In all ceremonial occasion ‘Hundi deota’ is given sacrificc of a pig, a hen and an
cgg. Apart from ‘Hundi deota’, there are other deitics, like ‘Mali deota’, ‘Kotdcota’, ‘Nisani
deota’ and many others responsible for good and bad of the village members.

lnside the house, cach Bondo family worships the houschold deity represented by a
twig of black berry and a gourd shell. In all sacio-religiaus occagions the family deity is offered
with ritualistic performances,

Inside the village settlement one may come 8Croas flat big stones known as ‘Gunom
stonss’ in several places. Each stone rests on thres small stones installed for the purpose. Thess
are ancestral stones placed after celebration of expensive ceppmonial rite by the concerned family
for thoir respective deceused family membem. These Menbirs are newer fergotten on agy
ceremanial oocasions for propitiation and any neglegence in this matter may cause heavy loss.

wpart from gll these therr g¢  Dumerpus spirits  wha  take shelter on  the
bills, '~ es at the junction of foot-paths, in the stream, wet lged, ghifting cultivgtion
Beld, q in eome spots of the \nll; . They are usmally mglevalent in ngtur: gad
individ ally regponsible for cregting specific type of problem.

The Bondos bellewe in  Thakurani which is  yery hgrmful  because of T
malevoledt activities: It causes chicken pox, blood dysentry, serigus fewer, cold and cough.
elc. They believe in carth Goddes, hilt .qu.. All these spirite are appeased by offenng
sacrifices mlong with magico-religious  performance. Algng with its secular impoftatce
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“Sindbor” has some Magico-rebigious  sigmficance. Bondos tell that ip  the night all the

spiriis. of the willage take shelter in the “Sindipor’. Many types of community level
sacrifices arc also offered near “sindibor,

Some of the Magico-religious contres  are  situgled  outside  area,  sme are
outside the village settlement, but Many centrs are inside the village and a few inside the
house. The Magico-religlous Spols May be permaneat or temporary  but many of them gre
commonly  used and  wery fow by specilic families. Public shrines and centres are offercd
sacrifice ogn village lewel in which gl the famili:s subseribe and jointly enjoy.

; The  Booados have their  1raditigngl magico-religious spocialists who work
mtermediary between (e lu.-mg buing and Gods, Goddeiges D itigs and numergus spirite. A number
of v;l!.,p;. af few adjgecnt villages may be greonded by ane magicgereligions head  known
s ‘Sisa’. He offie  sperifice and performs ritugls in gl community level gocasions. He
iy really a dedicated person who observes fasting, prohibitions, food taboos, &x tabggs, and
has given up many comforts. This post & inherited. Usually ‘Sisa® is appointed from
‘Sisa’ Kula. On village levgl other Kuda people arc also doing the job of ‘Sing’. The
epecial ‘Sisa’ who womships the Parkhanda Mahaprablu does not belodg to ‘Sisa’ Kuda. But
every where the man  daing the job of ‘Sisa’ is quitg knowledgeable  with regards to
magico-religious affairs and he i respected by all the members. He is cxpected (o get
special share on the  ceremonig) hunting. The divine Musicg! instrument ‘Kidding Sagar' s
kept in his house. Apart from ‘5@’ another importgnt person  who performs magico-
n_-h!npl.u. atlivities 18 called a8 Dissari. He posscsicd  vast kogwledge about the power
functigns and Dature of the spirits who have control aver the inhabitants. Dissar! has
also acquired some extra kngwhedpe in as'rology, astrongmy and social psychology  and
is very intelligent and tactful. For all practical purposcs he is regarded as wery impertant
figurc and admircd far his special quality and  persgnality. His manner of diagnosis of
dwegees, Prescribing  preventives and  curatives Measurcé wvery often make the  gutside
astonished. The post of Dissari may be inherited but it s Dl g rule. The kngwledge 18
acquircd by training, hemor it depends on one's will power and interest. He is not
confined to a village but he has wide range of practice and Eocs as per summon. Bondos
well that Dissari is wvery helpful in most eritical situation specially wheo individual's hife
is in daoger. He is respected and paid for his serviee.  Sometimes he observes tedious
taboos and painstaking trainings in gomparisan (o which payment made o him @ ngt
high. A few Dissaris are alss invalved in praclicing sorcery. Some  eminent! ‘Dissaris’ of
their neighbouring cthnic groups have better reputation in the Bandg community,

The  Bobdos  hawe  their gwn  way of appeasiog  different  apirits. Gods.
Goddeses and Deitigs. In almost all geremonial pocasions and magico-religiows performance
they offer sacrifico  along with serics of prayers, trance and obligatary spells.

The magicoreligious aclivities of the Bondos _are associated yilh praver and
trance. Their prayers are spodtancous, overflow of emglians, a'd aceording to prescribed
Borms. There 14 no prescribed  paragraph or phrases but k iog in view of the MeAniog
the expression vary. Prayer nn.u-ci;,t:;.l 'l“h' several :rpn ““ﬂmhﬂ rr.i:;:m ;:L:-
their respective sighificance. The magico-religious speciatiitl Colveys on L
ar individug! n'h:re as all olhers present lﬁm keep silence. The God, Goddesses, deitis
and apirits are flatterod and praised at the time of sacrifice and words 'IkO"q arg
guilly, we arc paultry, saw us, help us, be with ug, don ws aod be merciful and
u‘;‘L", ctg, are utteped. f"mq“r they expect forgiveness, [ulfilment of their desire,  health
and h;n-ﬂm-. al the :‘nuplt.' concerned and area.

Bondos reffesh  themsgves  with different mew  food  lems in some specific
feasts and fostivals. Their feasts and festvals have special significarce with reference to
p i spasod and economic activities. By and large, the feasts and feativaly are
autociated with thedr d practice of huntiog, food gatheriog, fshing, shiftiog cultivalioa
establhhment of soclal happitess. enjoyment songs. damce, merrymaking., dormitory life
and new food Hloms. Feasts and fostivals are colebrated on villige beved of community
level and amoclated Gods, Guoddowes, Deities and spinits wre  appeased in their respective
prescribed  mahnor

The moat eaciting and colousful festival s 'ﬂl‘. : tna'lr as c;;fm;:m:.. (:t'rm:mmu}r
with much pomp snd show. The sigilicence of thisfeativa! i o eatl ma
::ml;. afler performing ritual for fret frelt caling. Mangoos collected by female m



29

haatiag animals brought by mea  folk are ofered to th> Daities and spirits and thea consumed on
cammunity lsvsl. There is restriction to go out or allow the outsid:rs to coms to the village.
Thaey sow s2eds in the shifting cultivation ficlds and paddy in the wetland durin% this gercmony.
After celebration of this eercmony the Bondos arc allowed to cat mango, go lor hunting and
fishing and start sowing of seeds in the field.

The *Sume glirak® or Pusparab iy quite enjoyable for the Bondos. It is cclebrated  just
after tho hgrvest of agricultural crops. All thc community people wait cagerly to cclebrate this
oceasion. This religious rite is agsociated with feast and drink god ceremonial cating of beans,
collection of fibre branches for weaving their traditional cloth ‘Ringa’, collection of thatching
grass, consumption of harvested grains, and collection of certain forest produces both males
and females go for fishing in their respective groups to collect fish and crab. The Bondos also
catch rats for this very cccasion. The boys, adult and old male members cnjoy the stick play-
This is the occasion when all the Bondos are without food shortage.

The Bondos enjoy ‘Swsugige (Mogha Parab) with feasts and drinks. During this
festival they consccrate the 6:cds and appoint their secular leader  ‘Maik’.  On this occasion the
measuring of ths gceds in the basket before sacrifice and after sacrifice are of great relevancer
The incresss and decrease in quantity while measuring  indicates the succes and failure of crops
in the year. It has socioreligious link with the jungle and kitchen garden produces,

The Bondo youth cclebrate Geursuggig duning which they collect grains from gach
family and purchase a pig and chicken out of the money they get by sclling the grain. They
cclebrate  Geurgige or Bandapana parb for cating bamboo ghoots and attending dormitorigss.
They also celebrate by worshipping spirité responsible for health and prosperity of the cattle wealth

A lot of ritugls arc associated with marriage, birth, dcatb and other cvents of the life
of the Bondos. They perform Gupasing for difficult labour pain. Dubokgige for birth of a Child
Sindigige when a child in three yars old, Sindigige for the first menstrual cycle of the girl
Dagoigige when a couple donot have chicad, and Kungdak the serics of death rituals.

The Bondos believe that any discase or ailment is due to dissatisfaction of
th: spirits, Gods, Goddesses and deitics living in and around. Some of the¢ common dige-
asce arc malaria, diarrhoea, skin infections, stomach pain, pncumonia, cye trouble and
bodily deformation etc. Accoiding to thc Bondce main causs of ailment and discases are
duc to brcach of taboos,  dissatisfaction of spirits, black magic, witch-craft and gorcery.
Hence they follow a scries of procegs to ascertain the cause and manncr of appecgsement
for remedial measures. Treatment of any discas¢ noeds a complex magico-religious rites.
Use of herbal mecdicine without legal permission iy believed as dangerous. Some  diseases
are also cured by counter magic.

The Bsndos have been influenced morally by two words. the' ‘Bissas’ which
means pollution and ‘Angto’ means prohibited. The ‘Blssas’ can pass from one individugl
to the other like a contagious diseasc. In  casca Bond has done  something
agaiost the social rule, which has been noticed by another man thon the Bissas passed 1t
to the sccond maa. ‘Angro’ covers a lot of social behaviour and practices “which are prghibited
due to various factors. Both for ‘Bissas’ and ‘Angto’ one has to undergo complex magicyl ritey by
calling a Dissarl. Otherwisc it can causc several unavoidable problems in the faymily and
village as a whole. Scveral magico-religious deeds  are porformed gut of fear @nly to
keep the Gods, Goddesses, deitics and spirits happy and get their blessings. According
to the Bondos they reccive a lot of things indircctly from the unseen power, hence it is
obligatory to satisfy them.

The life cycle of the Bondos passes  through such cvents which' “are full of
love and affection, pleasure and merrimaking, cares and anxicties, struggle and strive, aspira-
tions and aggressions. After marriage to have 'chlldren s great ambition of the gguple
Thoy establish their status and get social recognitign by giving birth to children. A famgle
child is preferred. by them The conventional attitued towards sex of a child is aMiliated with
cultural background than biolpgical significance. Unless the hushand is too youog every
married Women is expected to Coticeive within a few years of marriage. Uf within half §
decade she failed to procreate then help of hquu.l MadicineMan-ctm-magico religious specialist
and diviner s sbyglutely  necessary. Child birth 15 a highly \w:l-;uming event  oven
though the husband is helow fifteen years old. According ty the Bandos the conceplion of
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a wymil depeads oa her fectility  power, sexual cnjoyment as well as mercy of the
CMf1haprabic’ As soon a3 wamin Knows that she  has Concsived, she informa to her
hugbiad and other elderly Tomale membyrs  Tae recyrded physical symptoms of a prega-
ant waman are d‘-l-"t'-‘u’inﬂ IP|' breast |1|ppl:1, -Lllg:l‘ J'lr..'ltlll.l':l',jlig:l of  lower part of the
belly, marning sickness. vomiting teadency, ufeaziabas in body and ceasation of menstrual
cycle. They count th: gatalion period according to their agricultural calendar.  She gives
birth her child an abimb s mal gver which tender lzgves are spread. Except mother-in-law
and some ofher ¢ldsly women any gthers  particularly malc members are strictly
prohibited to coter ingide. At the tme of difficult  delivery her family mambers call far
the mjgitiv:’fllgiull'i. specialist-cum-herbal medigine man.

The (family membars fallyw  pollution rules and  the mother and the
child are allowed to stay inside the house. The purificatory rite is performed after a weck
of the ¢hild birth. Mather takes a ceremgnial bath in  the stream and sacrifice of a
fuwl is required for purification of the house. When umbilical stump falls down ‘Dubokgige'
is calebryted in which materaal uacle of the caild gives gift of a cock if tha child is
male ond a hep if the child is femnale along with a  basketful of rice required for the
aegasion. After perfgrmanee of this nit-ugl ths pgrents aal lin¢.|.g‘; members gra relieved
free from the pallution .Up to three years thg child is brought up with lgve and affectign:.
The Bgndo mathers give lcss impgriance to  the hygianic asp>ct rathar wgefully ignorant
of sanitary rules. [o the raiy aad sun, wiater and fpggy weather infants ate carried to
the forest or ageicultural ficld. Hair cutting  ccremony ‘Sendigige’ is cclebrated by tho
parents when the childis thres years old. They call for a ‘Domb’ man belonging to a
Scheduled Caste Community who prgpitigics and gives the cam2 as per the cultural norms.
It is believed that if alower castc man keeps the child in his lap and performs the func.-
tion then no evil sgpirit can causec any harm to the child. At thetims of marriage this.
Damb is given spacial gifts. Name giving ceremony may be oclebrated nicely in casc of,
the first child but the process s minimised In czss of the subsequent children. For this.
no date is fixed but a suitable day is performed in  which maternal  uncle’s presence
is a nscessity along with other relatives of the pareats of ths child. For name givings
day of birth and sex of the child arc mare relevant.

Late childhood Tsocialisation process and development of personality ofa  Bondo
child ig very important becausc of its socip-cultural significance. It is rcally meaningful to
note how a Bgndo child turns aggressive, and hastilc in explicgble and restricted territory.
Who!e family members look [after the byby. A ¢hild from viry infancy stage likes the
sounds of the animals and birds, bears untolergble cald wind, rgin gnd sun, comforts
accidentgl disturbgnecs and uneasy situation. Children jn Bend. area from the very childhoad
explore tho surrounding and given small bow and arrow as play materinls. The children
run to the village stream water and spend their time in playing and searching for fish and
crab. Even during their childhaed they start fighting amang themsslves and do harm to
the domssticated animals. On attainment of three to four years children arc not egred
much. They mte cxpecled to mJ.-que thamislves. Since then they are accustomed to learn
from their respoctive sex groups. Ths Bondo children develop friendship  among  them-
sslves from the age of nineto ten. They arc confronted by coherent and consistent  spgial
standards. Tho influsnce of age mates of the boye shane their pergonality in termg of ridicule
abase or slays, ostraciem, hostility, aggresston and individuglism. The girls from the
contemporary period when start going to their dormitary and come in coatast with gther
girls lsarm to lave, malodious sp1g4, heart tauching music, mzaningful tales ete.  Boys and
girks cven upto their marriage arc left free. They talk, joke, discuss and Rewir hegitate in
meeting other sex groups. [nsids the dormitory boy. and girls following elan cxogamy mest
together and engage in singing, marrimaking and discu'gion.  The irly always remain in
their dormitory but the bays of ather clan groups asd athar \flll;gﬂl maat tham. Bays are
a little  bit lgzier and kesp J._l-n-nf from hard work. But tha girly are painstaking workers
and shgulder ater sconamic rﬁpomlblht::_-? ‘.;:.f‘ their  pespective familie-. This depends on
the family tradition aod thei' econamic conditipn. 1t is found that poaf hoys and girls ane
matv free. Among (hﬂ.lfﬂugi of hays and girly cqualily is muintained. The lale childhood
of tho boys iy misghiovigus but it ig npt trus In Caue of tha girly. Bays arc senl for grazing
cattle, ploughing fiold . they cateh fish, crahe and trap birds. Thay climb high tress and
help in sovera! cconomie activities. [Except huoting, climbing trees and ploughing figld the
‘irﬁ do many other warks which are done by the boys. Thelr additignal works aro husking
of p...d.dy and amall millgty, Efinding of ragh pl'(:p,‘_fa_".un' ol 'cqf cups and plates and mn‘:f
olher warks. For tho gdoloscent boys a0 girls np gpecial initigtion ceremony is  celebrated
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in c13¢ of tho gicls a formal ritualistic obiervances are made. During adsloscent pariod thay
am expxtad to learn the cliquastte of cntortainment, cstablishmaat of formal relationship
according to the socigl saaction, participation in family lovel ang commuaity level occasions.
In thy dormitory the boys force bangles or ring in the hand of the girls by singing sangs.
After several nights of attempt and reposted persuasion and cndcavour he may be able to
win the heart af a girl. She is betrothed if acecpted the bangle. Sometimes a boy may fail
in his attempt and if so desire, may kidnap the girl in collaboraticn with his bineage men
and f-icads. The process of aCquiring a mate is romantic, explorative, adventurous and
exciting. Girls and bays are n=t closcly guarded by their parcots but wark gnd co-operate in
all possible cconomic gctivitics. They are trained propecly by Cxperience to adjuat themsslves
in their eca-cultural niche and social cthos. The basic initiatives of rcvenge, aggression.
knowledge of magic and special behaviours are inculcated during this period.

Marriage among the Bondos has socio-ecanomic and sexual sigoificance.  Their
traditions! rcgular type of marriage is locally known as ‘Sebumg’. It is not only expensive
but also clgboiate and time taking process. The different stages of marriage and ccremonial
absarvances msgociated with it give tasight of the saciocultural life of the Bondos. In the
month of July after celebration of ‘Bandapana’ festival in the village the boys alongwith
soms adults attend the girls dormitories of the villages wherc they can gatablish marriage
rolationship. The young ones are encouraged and mytivated by the elder ones. On the way
itself the group plan out their proposed activitici before arrival at the dormitory. The
target gl may be inside the dormitory or hide herself somewhere which is detected by the
intending youths. Somchow or other the bays find her out and force tho bangle. She
does nat accept the bangle in the first day attempt. However, repcated attempts arc made.
In duc courso the bangle may bc accepted by the gitl. This phasc i6 known as ‘Selagboi’
that is the adventurous journey ta woe a girl. Somctimes the girl may avoid by hiding
herself. 1f after repeated avoidance the girl is not left then her group men may resist and
these are the occasions of disputes and group fight. After acceptance of the bangle frequent
visit from  boy's party i3  ncCessary otherwiszc  there  i6  possibility that an
enterprising  youth  may intervene to break up the tiz. But once formally
the baagle is accepted this means that any other party ncver dar¢ to interfere and since
then both the boy and girl arc frequently in  touch. Then in a suitable day ecither on
Saturday or Tucsday boy's party go in a group and before the adventurc they enjoy rice
and blackgram dal at the outskirt of the village. The utensile used for cookihg are
brought by a1 old man as it is tabon for others to come back and decsert the party.
They proceed to the gitl’s village. They bring the girl with them who is kept in the
girl's dormitory of the boy's village. She cooks food for the village youth but never eat
hersclf. Becausc once she takes food means she has given her conscnt of a formal wife
During this period she proves her worth by working in kitchen and field as well as in
all possible cconomic activitics. Then sh= rcturns back alongwith ber would-be husband.
Her husband is treatsd well by her parents and other villagers. Then he comes back home.
Then th= bride price that is ‘Segur Taka’,a few pats of rice, beer liquor .and sagopalm sap are

id by the boy's party to the girl’s party alongwith some quantity of ricc and non-vegetarian
0od item. This time the girl Cats rice at her husband’s house.  The marriage is confirmed
in pregence of the village leaders. After this bath the parties get ready for the most
cxpangive ccremony that is ““Damungiang”. Girl's parents on a suitable day preferably
Sundagy in the manth of March send their daughter tg the boy's village Where dance, song
and spocial feasts arc cnjoyed. In the next day mgraing she  alongwith her friends return
back. About a year after the boy's group go to bring the girl. The day after her arrival
she cooks foad far cverybady and staysin the house as wife. After completion of mgrriage
girl’s party roturn and callect the b(nd.: cattle. After all thess a purificatory ceremony for making
the couple fres from all evil spirits is performad. After some days they go to girl’s village
to pay a farmg! visit. The rcgular type: of {Bgndo muyrigge ceremony is wvery expensive and
time taking process.

Other types of marrisges  arc  marriage b clopment in which’ a boy and 2
girl due to their docp love may clope becauss of the ioability of the boy's parents to
celebrate the function in pegular manner. Marriage by intrugion in which a wamin vgl ;ota-
rily to stay with a boy but the concsrned woman does not get due  status. Matri-
manial tie with the first wife is found to be permanent in nature but as the number of
wife incrcages frictigh betweed the co-Wives u.l'il.ﬂ:- [Divorce cases are very fﬂ. The important
causes fesponsible for divorce are rapealed unfsithfulaess of the wife, laziness. Some other
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GRUAGS mre inhospitable behaviour of the wife to husband’s kinsmen and frequent ahscnce
in th: viltag: anl agricultyral fizld. A wife may divarce her husband for his ill treatmeont,

inability 1o supply food and excessive drinking habit, Whea the wife breaks the wedlock
husband's party demand back the bride price 30 alsa when she isdivarced her parcats
may take revenge.

In case of the rcgular death, the corpsc is cremated but when death occurs
due to epidemies like small pox, cholera or at the infancy stage the corpse is burried. A child
if dies just after birth is burriod insido the house under the hearth. In the third day of
tho t.icath the traditional astrologer-cum-diviner is invited to find out the cause o: aath.
The 'Kingdak’ is the purificatory ceremony takes place on the 10th day from the day
of death. It is very expensive and claborate. All the kith and kin arrive with ceremonia!
g}fts like animals and birds as well as pots of wine and baskels of rice. A serics of
rituals, sacrifices and feasts are the special observances of the occasion. Again after three
years of the doath ‘Gunom’ stone, that is placing of a memorial stone for a well known
Bondo may take place which depends on the economic condition of the family members
of the decossed. For placing of the memorial stone the owner has to spend a lot and
give sacrifico of animals and birds for magico-religious as well as consumption purpose.

All theso are done to keep the deceased happy and for seeking his blessings for prosperity
of tho family members.

They are absolutely famithful to their traditions and values of life. One and all
like their area and people inspite of scveral hurdles and manipulations. The Bondos of
Bew generation have developed a habit that everything should be given and done by or
on behalf of the Government. They have developed eome sort cf hatredness towards the
outsiders and demand something dircctly or indirectly whosoever visits them. Inspite of
all these their core culture and hard core of lifestyle have remained uhchanged.
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CHAPTER-III
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME AND EXPENDITU RE

Inord:r ta gua comacchensive idea abaut th: cconamic  gondition of the Bondos
an attempt has becn mads in  this chapt:rto assess the magnitude of their cmploymeat/
un:mpliyment, incom:/cxpeaditute, saviags/lsans, cte. fararrivin: gt incam: from cultivation
(b rth sottled and swiftingd Particalses  regarding land  holdings, cropping pattern, cost of
cultivation, agricultural productian, yicld rate, mansy valuc of produc: etc. bave been
dealt with in detail. The analysis is bas:d on the data collegted as per toe schedules
design:d fur the: purpose from all the 210 hous:hilds of the 3 sample villages sel-cted
using stratificd simsle rundom sampling methsd.  Difficultics, such as accurate cinversion
of the land arca, op:rational halding, yield rates expressed in indigenous terms, ctc . have
ba:n ecnc-untered in the fidld whil: collseting the  data. Howgver, utmost care has becn
taken to cligit the required infarmation as far a4 posible with the help of local inter-
preters and by cros; checking th®  data with their neigbaurs.

Agriculture i5 the main  gczupition of the Binds highlinders  wiich includes both
settled cultivition in plain and valley linds and shifting cultivation in hill slopes. Scasonal
craps like, paldy, maize, rugi etc. arc raiged in the plin @gnd valley lands while ragi,
kangu, gag:i, maize, gu-ji, kinduly cte. are the main cropg of the swidden.

Tae agricultusgl  opcration beging in the month of Jun: asd continues till December
Besides, they colleet minar forest produce throughout the ycar and hire gut labours in
agricultural fields and some:times in the road works for same days incach month. Al the
persons (411) in the warking age-group ([15—=57 years) and 129 (43%) children out of
total 3¢} are engaged in thpese economic activities either in the form of main or
subsidiary workers. In both rhe eascs of adults and children, females outnumber the males.
Table-111: 1 shows village wise break up of occupitianal structures of the simple village..
All thesc persons do bath wet and shifting culuvatian, hire out labaur and collect minor

faregst produce.

Employment:

Table-l11. 2 depicts data regarding monthwise average hours of wark put by
a working persn in diffeccat activitics. Itis revcaled that on an gverage a full time work
is engaged for 1934 hours (242 duys) ia vacious prodictive works in ayear. He does
not find any work for 555 hours (29 days) and is engaged in  some form of unpraduective
works for 431 hours (54 days) in a year. If availability of work for 270 days is
considered as full cmplayment, it secms that a Bando is more or less fully emploiyed. The
table further revzals that the maximum periad of e¢agagemsnt is devoted to th e collection
of minor farest Produce (785 hours or roughly 98 days) and shifting cultivation (635 hours
of 79 day:i). As such this typ: of emplayment invilves alot of disguised unemployment
A Bonds worker gegs better income from the wet cultivation where he devotes less time
(50 days) duc to lack of scape of cmployment in  this field. Muonthwise analysis of
employm:nt situgtion indicates th.n'therc i5 oot much differcnce in the average hours of
wark put by a warking person n different manths except far the months of January to
March when there is li tl: cngagement in the field of agriculture,

Income:

Apart fram many other sautes of income, the Bondos depend mainly oa cultivation. The
cultivation gs indicated garlicr includgs bath settled cultivatian i~ plain valley land and low land and
shifting cultivation in the hill slopes. [t ig thercfore, impgrtant ty find out the arey cultivgted
by therg under different conditians, cropping pattern, gquantum of produce received, etc. befure
coming to mongy return fram this spurce.

The average cultivated ares of a Bondo househsld is 0699 hectares out of which
(413 heclares tre high and medium land and the rest 0286 hectares low land. During the
jurvey it was furthern stigad thit an an .'H-'Cl’:jgc °753 heetares of land W-E.r\ﬁ’ utiliged pef hﬂuiﬂhﬂld
under shifung eultivation annually on the hill slopes.  The arca under shifting cultivation gengrally
varies from yeat ta year  Considering the working force of the household and availabilit
af 3 newsite. The survey revegls that out of 210 hauseholds 21 households are landlews, 14§
have possessed lind Up to 1 bestars, 40 ho sichaldsfran 1 to 2 bectare; ang only ong housebald
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hss land more than 2 hectares. 1t is alsa found thet 12 houtcholds denot practise any form v-.f
shifting cultivation eithet partly or fully. One of the imrortant rcagons for practising sbifting
cultivation is that the land for gettled cultivation is scarce. Secondly, they get a number of cash
creps through swidden cultivatic n which they cznrot pradice in the'low land. Lack of irrig:tion
facility is ancther reason for the prectiee of shifting cultivation. Villagewise infirmaticr on

averape arca cultive ted by the househelds and different 1 of land put under cultivation are
furnhﬁ-d in Tahle 111 3. ‘ Ly ¥

Area under different Crops:

__ Average rrea put under different crops Ly a Bando heusehold in the sample villages is furnighed
in Table-111-4. The table reveals that on an average per b, uschold maximum area is put under paddy
(0r286 hectares) f lowed by rugi (0-220 hectares) ind maize ((+193 hectares). These crops are
raised at the upland and low land while mixed crops, like Judanga, Katinga, niger, tl, regi, suan
and many other gash crops aro produced on the hill elopes under shifting cultivation.  Since the
land under shifting cultivation have nit begn surveyed and the place of cultivation changes
frequently, the arca under a particular crop is only ascertained by the sged rate, man-pawer, yield
obtained and cye cstimate, etc.

A ‘riculmral Production;

Data regarding agricultural production and its money viiie obtained by the samplec Bondo
households arc furnished in Table ko. I11-S.

I11-S. Cropwise production and the local value of produce cbtained per houschold are given

below:
s
Serial Namc ¢f the crop Productic~ of crops  Value of produce
No. reccived per received per
household in houschold
quintalsy (in Rs.)

(1) 2 (3) (4)

1 Paddy - 4145 580

2 Ragi - 2:093 420

3 Maize L. 1-860 372

4 Vegetebles = 0-212 42

5 Pulges (Jhudunga, Kaagu, Biri, Kandula 0-si? 308

elc.).
6  Oil seeds (Til, Alsi, Castor ctc.) a0 0-530 371

Totul .o 2082

The agricultural produce, thus received by Bonda households hardly meets their
requirement for 6 menths aply.  So» Qntum compells them ti go to the for.c1.t in gearch g-f tubers
mushsor M. edible Feots and pther minor forest produgts. Ingpite of this low preductign. they
sometimes sell or barter tboir agricultura! produce which is unaw idgble for them heesuse of their
’ubliﬂ:ﬂcc ccongmy. They Uge tn scll o !lﬂ\i(cd Quanthity of pulis and almost t}wc gmirc ol ceed
crops to meet their cash requirement, Since these cagh creps are raised in gwidden Plotg
they mn(inuu]#ll:ﬁdl of swiden cultivation inspite of wvarious prewenlive measurcs taken by

diffgreot agencios.

_F.l.
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Thesum of average wvalue of the agricultural produce per houschold is estimated at
Rs. 2,093 taking the local velue of the products into consideration. As such, itis quite difficult
to maintain n househe 1d in these hard days with this income from cultivation which is the malnstay
i f Bnndn cq.nnomjr.

Yield Rate:

T.ble 111.6 shows the yigld rate of some main crops in quintals per hegtire of land of the
sample villages. The data reveal that the yicld rate of paddy is 1425 quintals per hectare
wheross ragi and maize are 9-54 and 9:64 quintals, respectively. More Agricultural Extensian
Service and resoursss afe to be provided ti the Bondo families in grder to increasc the production
of their crops.

Wage Earning:

It is observed that the Bondos are also engaged ¢s wige earners in agricultural as well a
non-; priculiural pctivities, such as construction of roads and buildings. But these economic
pursuits donot enguro them adequate employment opportunitigs. In the sample villages,® 104 persona
out of the t . tal 711 (14°6 per cent) are found to have been cngaged as hired labgurers during the year
1990. Of these persons 43 are males, 38 are females and 23 arc children,

The average number of days hired out per labour and average amount of wage
received per household during the year is calculated to 15 days and Rs. 218 respectively.  Thus
the wage rate received by them is about Rs. 14'55 per day. Table II1[-7 shows the village wise
particulars about hiring out of lapour by the members of the Bondo households.

Animal Husbaodry;

Domestic animals and birds are important 