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I am indeed extremely pleased to learn that the AIRTSC has taken the
initiative to document and catalogue the ethnic jewellery displayed in the AIRTSC
museum. The documentation, which is presented as a coffee table book, is bound
to generate widespread interest both within and outside Assam. Viewers will
appreciate the exquisite artistry and workmanship of the omaments based on
original and creative designs that reflect the culture and heritage of the various
tribes and communities residing in Assam. I expect that the catalogue will be a
valuable handbook for not only ethnic jewellery makers but also students and
researchers, not to speak of the public at large. The institute deserves to be highly
commended for this much needed initiative. Although this exercise has covered

considerable ground, it has been confined to the jewellery collection in the

museum, and 1 hope that the designs of ethnic oraments that have missed
finding a place in this volume will be documented and included in the next volume.

I wish the AIRTSC great success in all its future endeavours.

R
~

(Rajiv Kr. Bora)



Preface

The cultural artefacts of Ethnographic museum of AIRTSC reflect the rich cultural heritages of the tribes of Assam.
It also reflects the colourful cultures, emotions and spirit of various tribal communities of Assam. Viewing the AIRTSCs
Ethnographic museum, one is fascinated with various bamboo, cane and wooden artefacts, diorama depicting the
village life of the Bodo, Dimasa, Karbi, Tiwa and Mising tribes, as well as very rare ornaments made of beads, conch,
brass, silver and gold.
The artistic design of the ornaments expresses the aesthetic sense of the tribes of Assam.

The cultural objects of the Ethnographic museum were collected and preserved since 1977. Few leaflets depicting the

cultural objects of various tribes were published earlier. |
It is worth mentioning here that most of the cultural objects are no longer used by the tribes of Assam due to the
influence of modernisation and cultural assimilation with the neighbouring communities.

Museum Catalogue - depicting the ornaments of various tribes - is the outcome of meticulous preparation and research
on the part of the Curator. It is designed to help readers learn about tribal ornaments used by the various tribes of
Assam.

The book is meant to reach out to scholars, educators and students, as well as general readers. Information provided
in this book will be of immense help to the researchers because it is based on the authentic photos and related
information on the objects. v

We offer our special thanks to the Ministry of Tribal Affair, Government of India and Welfare of Plain Tribes and
Backward Classes Department of Government of Assam for releasing funds for printing of this book.

The Institute is thankful to Dr. Nazmeen A.H. Anam, Curator of the AIRTSC Museum who has taken all the trouble of

preparing the manuscript of AIRT&SC Museum (Jewellery) Catalogue.
Ganesh Ch. Kakati

Joint Director AIRT & SC




PROLOGUE

The Jewellery Section of the Ethnographic Museum of Assam Institute of Research for Tribals and
Scheduled Castes is an exquisite section. This section houses exquisite collection of ethnic jewellery of
various tribes of Assam. They are showcased in a gallery which have recently been renovated and

upgraded..

Jewellery are integral part of human culture. Every social group have their own unique patterns of
ornaments which they use to fulfil their sense of beauty and also religio-magical requnr.ements. Apart from
their physical values acquired through the inputs used, a.ll these a.lso h'ave aesthetic values and each
tribe take pride in possessing such assets. Many of the tribes also |dent|.fy themselves. through the use
of some of their uniquely designed jewellery. The ornaments used by tribes are of various shapes -and
sizes having various uses. Some are in the form of rings, necklace, brapelets, anklets, armlets, toe-rings
etc., while there are also cute leg-ring, elbow ring, head gear, nose ring gtc. The most notable fac_t of
these jewellery is that these are all indigenously designed and craftgd with hard labour and devotion.
These are all handmade and are gradually losing ground to the machine made finer ornaments.

The present volume is the first handbook of its kind, taken up by the Institute for publication. The basic
objective behind this publication was to present the museum before the people who live beyond the State
and side by side, the documentation of the items. All attempts have been made to corroborate facts and
information re|at;ng to the design of the ornaments. In that sense this is an exclusive handbook of this
mu .

seum Dr. Nazmeen Anam

Curator
(AIRT & SC) Guwahati
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0351/ORN/
HAJ/2016

Local Name : Sukyasara
Eng. equivalent : Neck Piece
Tribe : Hajong

Weight : 65 gms

Length : 34 cm.

Locality : Goalpara

& Necklace of coins. The coins
have designed silver loops at
one edge for attaching with the
black strand. Used by Hajong
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0366/ORN/
TIWA/2016

Local Name : Shaplo

Eng. equivalent : Necklace

Tribe : Tiwa

Weight : 120 gms

Length : 60 cm.

Locality : Morigaon

@ A gorgeously crafted silver necklace-
ornamently aligned in four rows with
motif work in thin silver wires. Small

W ,
' - ag i , Ini 3D A S motifs of even sizes are attached to
\ &' G IR \ : 7, . r . ¢ V‘ 7 1 ; - S . . AT
A coin ol b Tt ‘ 4 four silver strlps.; while ends are
red; black and transparer 2 L < : attached to a triangular shaped plate.
sibeads. Usedlby Karbi e Y Used by Tiwa women.
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0365/
ORN/TIWA/2016

Local Name : Sikilo
Eng. equivalent : Necklace
Tribe : Tiwa

Weight : 70 gms

Length : 32 cm.

Locality : Morigaon

4 Combining looped
coins with tubular red
beads for a neckpiece
with both ends of the
base strands tied to a

bigger red bead. Used by
Tiwa Women.

LIRS IR U AAAAAAAAA‘ALLA‘AAAIAAAAA&A.’)AAA_&A.&.




Acc No. : AIRTISC/0388/ORN/DIMA/2016
Local Name : Jongsam

Eng. equivalent : Necklace

Tribe : Dimasa

Weight : 65 gms

Length : 36 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

®Severalllayers of black seed beads
embellished! with flattish pink beads and
chiselled' metallic beads. The necklace
has ametallic spindle shapedipendant
atthecentre. by Dimasalwomen.
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Acc No. : AIR

HMAR/2016

Local Name : T

Eng. equivalent : Neck Piece
Tribe : Hmar

Weight : 200 gms

Length : 90 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

& Amber beads of various shapes
symmetrically woven in one
thread. Note the diametrically
opposite location and shape of
three beads in the necklace.
Used by Hmar women.

‘;;ALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA&AAAAAAAAA~-'



Acc No. : Al
TAMA/2016
Local Name : Biru
Eng. equivalent : Neckl
Tribe : Tamang
Weight : 100 gms
mmrmf“ﬂ;g@ cm.
LCL SHEE@"IE
(\Lﬂ’@ﬁhs
in red 'L@c ds UL
small L@OAE ic dis

USE"! by Taman
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0344/ORN/
KAR/2016

Local Name : Lek-Waikong
Eng. equivalent : Neckpiece
Tribe : Karbi

Weight : 60 gms.

Length : 45 cm.

Locality : Karbi Anglong

& An elaborate necklace
comprising of four stands of red,
black, yellow and white colour
seed beads, threaded with
medium size red beads at an
interval of 1% inch. Used by
Karbi women:

T T T YW "_»Q, T

Acc No. : AIRTSC/0323/ORN/
SING/2016

Local Name : Deo-Moni

Eng. equivalent : Neck Piece
Tribe : Singpho

Weight : 60 gms.

Length : 64 cm.

Locality : Margherita

& Traditional sacred necklace
used by the Singphos of Assam.
The necklace comprises of small
disc beads of mustard'yellow
colour accompanied by small
metallic beads at uniform
intervals. A spindle shaped

boar tooth pendant
accomplishes the necklace.
Used by Singphe women.
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0409/ORN/
RAB/2016

LocallName : Hancha

Eng. equivalent: Necklace
Tribe : Rabha

Weight : 245 gms.

Length: 14 em.

Locality : Goalpara

# A decorated metallic necklace
gradually elongated towards
both ends. Engraved designs
include criss-cross at the cetre
and beautifully geometric
designs towards lateral parts-
Used by Rabhaiwemen.

b AASMTT YT . e b Db AAAALLALSLASAEA

Acc No. : AIRTSC/3885/0RN/DIMA/2016
Local Name : Chandrawal

Eng. equivalent : Necklace

Tribe : Dimasa Kachari

Weight : 120 gms

Length : 60 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

@ This exotic ornament consists

of four chains of silver florets.

All the chains are held together

on each side by a triangular
smooth silver plate, which is
fastened together by a hook.

Used by Dimasa women in festivals.
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0422/ORN/
'HMAR/2016

Local Name : Thrival

Eng. equivalent : Necklace

Tribe : Hmar

Weight : 205 gms

Length : 82 cm.

Locality : Karbi'Anglong

# This ornament consist of carnelian
beads of; different sizes. The bigger
ones are arranged in the central
portion. Used by Hmar women.

Acc No. : AIRTSC/0505/0RN
KUKI/2016

Local Name : Talatau

Eng. equivalent : Necklace
Tribe : Dima Hasao

Weight : 350 gms

Length : 38 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

& This unique ornament is a
long necklace made of two
conch shells threaded with
chips of some wood, multi
coloured beads and tooth of
wild boars. Used by Jeme
Naga women.
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(Acc No: : AIRTSC/0037/ @ : (Acc No. : AIRTSE/

ORN/GAR/2016) ’ 1 0386/ORN/DIMA/2016)
Local Name: Khakam’ ‘ & Local Name : Rangbarsa
Eng equivalent : Neckpiece - Eng. equivalent : Neckpiece
Tribe: @@J@ ' / ; Tribe : Dimasa
w@@“{ : 75.gms ) ' . y g : Weight : 185 gms
@r@?éfgﬂgjﬁ]g : Length : 75 cm.
A@jj@%@j g ’ N ~ Locality : Dima Hasao
flat l“m o v @ A Necklace of coins-attached
with w{ﬁfi@ @@Mﬁ'@@ and 4 to a specially woven string
red @i‘ LA through designed silver loops.
the ce nofthe Used by Dimasa women.
@@@fmﬁ@cw '8
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0387/ORN/
DIMA/2016

Local Name : Phoal

Eng. equivalent : Necklace
Tribe : Dimasa

Weight : 280 gms

Length : 52 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

® A necklace of corals of
pinkish red colour - and metallic
beads-both threaded together:
Used by Dimasa women.

Acc No. : AIRTSC/0503/ORN/
JEME/2017

Local Name : Tala Kang
Eng. equivalent : Neck Piece 4
Tribe : Jeme Naga

Weight : 65 gms

Length : 22 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

@ A necklace with
symmetrically arranged
spindle shaped carnelian
beads. Used by Jeme

Naga women.
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Acc No. AIRTSC/
0331/ORN/GAR/2016

Local Name : Rigitog

Eng. equivalent : Neck piece
Tribe : Garo

Weight : 40 Gms.

Locality : Goalpara

@ This exquisite piece is made of thin
tubular glass beads of green colour,
with small golden beads in between.
There are 8 strands of such beads,
which are attached to a metallic holder
and the later is attached to a round
metallic fastener.

| Acc No. : AIRTSC/0381/ORN/

KUK1/2016
| Local Name : Palnem
| ' Eng. equivalent : Neck Piece
| Tribe : Kuki

Weight : 168/gms.

1 Length : 72 cm:
| Locality : DimaiHasao -
@A blue bead necklacé with:
two small andioneibid carne!iaf
beads. Used by Kuki women:
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/03€ 0/ORM ? Acc No. : AIRTSC/0383/
N e ; ] TIWA/2016
S/£( 2 . ) Local Name : Lo
gne ‘ y Eng. equivalent : Necklace

Tribe : Tiwa
Weight : 125 gms.
Length : 66 cm.
o £ ; o Locality : Morigaon
f 1‘ e llengthis 26/Ch ke " & Tiwa women wear this deep
4 Locality : Lakhimpur ' g 2§ red colour bead necklace in
g common places.
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) 7 | Acc No. : AIRTSC/
> ’ 0397/0ORN/MIS/2016
3 4/ORN/ : Local Name : Tadok
SING/2016 1) Eng. equivalent : Neck piece
Local Name : Gumphro s Tribe : Mising
\ B, caunielort Necklace , Weight : 140 gms
, Tribe: S ,nUOiﬁO Ll ‘ mn
Xy ~\\\ b o f Weight : 87 gms. el ; P 2 Length : 40 cm.
\Mw SRS Length': 92 cm: - .v Loaclity : Lakhimpur
g TH \ ILO“’T Margherital nec »' ; ' Mising people use this necklace,
', ] | \1 4 N;f’rj'f );M@JFU“‘@@ %‘%HJ asa ' vth‘ic:h| cg:mprizes of 12 big silver
b y hac C}gc“@ﬂg Dﬁg&,ﬁjﬁo%" coloured beads and 11 pink flat
R J " IIOHW’W‘ is used by hedwith beads.
LI The nec Wrmm@@'n’ﬂ“ e ~
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0502/
Acc No. : AIRTSC/0353/ORNE - d : = ORN/THADOU/2017
GARO/2016 N e ——— , - e Local Name : Chaol/Chaurri
o [:f it A Eng. equivalent : Armlet
" Eng. equivalent : Neck diece — , , . Tribe : Kuki
j - ; Weight : 320 gms

y g R ) s . i T Length : 8 cm
e S Py mv ) : . " en 5 y
mﬁgsﬁgﬁmf e Ehid A L 5 : - — Locality : Dima Hasao
‘Length : n : B ’ "oy ' " - @ Spirally coiled brass
2 . . armlet, devoid of any

. 2 o worn close 2 - designs. There are alto-

: %mﬂf@g 50 : - gethger 12 spirals. Used
i@ﬁn‘@m@@k(ﬁl@@ P by Thadou Kuki

: mfg ¥ females.
tothe semilunarrings:
~ Used by Garo women
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Acc No. : MT@@&@&@@ ORN/
4 ‘ L ~ HAJ2016

‘, Acc No. : AIRTSC/0498/0RN/2017 », " ~ Local Name : Kata Baju

| | Local Name : Nkita =\ ~ Eng. equivalent : Armlet

| ‘ Eng. equivalent : Elbow Ring ; | - Y - Tribe : Hajong :

‘ Tribe : Jeme Naga " " 4 2 LR | %@ﬁ@lﬁ]ﬁ ,6"3@@5

' | Weight : 340 gms

Length : 9 cm. [Lcc_ﬁjz AC@aﬂmr::
LT MUrs i I ; i F1 : OA@@ @Cﬁ]\\f@ﬁf‘im
Locality : DimaiHasao ‘ kot A : . . SR leen s

@ An elbow ring made of brass:— § h ki $ AL HEE @}na@ U*@’&VF
g are ey
whose terminal ends , ‘ - ‘ Lmﬁﬁmg@ﬂaf motif. C@

Shaped as inverted lids with 1" § e agh v ends of the tying st
YEE ) ) V. silerdomesare

dotted' designs. Used b
Naga men. ; [:w Hz-zﬂ" g women.
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0501/ORN/
JEME/2017

Local Name : Bui-Bak-Pui
Eng. equivalent : Wristlet
Tribe : Jeme Naga

Weight : 70 gms

Length : 44 cm.

Locality : Dima Hasao

@ An open-end unique

wristlet with minimum geo-

metrical designs. Used by
Jeme Naga women.
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: /0502/0RN/  FEESE S R Tribe :Bodo
‘Length:6cm.

P Na!me o " Locality : Udalguri
Eng equivalent : Armle i B
Tribe : Kuki -~
Weight : 103 gms
Length : 10 cm.
Locality : Dima Hasao

®Heavy lead armlet without
any designs on the entire
body. Used by Thadou Kuki
women.
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AccNo. : AIRTSC/0350/

- ORN/HAJ/2016
‘Local Name : Bagha
Eng. equivalent : Anklet

- Tribe : Hajong

No. : AIRTSC/0373/ORN/
TIWA/2016
LocallName : Kharu
Eng. equivalent : Wristlet
Tribe : Tiwa ‘Weight : 70 gms
Weight : 190/gm ; : S | ~ Length:5 cm.
Length : 17 cm. : : _ ~ : PREATI , ~ Locality : Goalpara
Locality : g , : AaprlARAlY : @t is a stiff hollow silver
A lmwﬂ dibracelet , R ' aniklgt, \fvhosdeiipen e‘rl:ds

both - : . e & are designed like snake

withiminimall ath : < heads. Used by the Hajong
ﬁ‘@@ﬁtﬁ[@ym i A _‘ it PRTMALE tribe. |

v



Acc No. : AIRTSC/0352/ORN/
HAJ/2016

Local Name : Gunjari

Eng. equivalent : Bracelet
Tribe : Hajong

Weight : 70 gms

Length : 9 cm.

Locality : Goalpara

@ Stiff anklet with two rows of
spines; there are short l0opS
on one side to attach tinkles
for producing chiming sound.
Used by Hajong people.

e mem———
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0350/ORN/
TAM/2016

Local Name : Yakhil

Eng. equivalent : Anklet
Tribe : Tamang

Weight : 70.gms

Length': 5 cm.

Locality : Kaliabari Nagaon
@A stiff hollow silver anklet,
whose open ends are

designed!like snake heads.
Used by the Tamang tribe.
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Acc No

TIWA/2016

Local Name!: Kata Baju/1
Eng. equivalent : Arm et
Tribe : Tiwa
Weight : 83 gms
Diameter : 6/cm.
Locality : Morigaon
#ltis aisilver double spiral
armlet with a floral motif at the
centre. Used by Tiwa women-

'

SC/03641/ORN/

o
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0330/0ORN/
GAR/2016 §
Local Name : Senki

Eng. equivalent : Belt

Tribes : Garo

Weight : 200 gms.

Length : 69 cm.

Locality : Goalpara ¢

€ An ornamental belt, comprising
of 12 strands of white small beads,
which are attached to two fine
silver clips at the centre. The
strands are held at two ends by two
silver clips. The central part of the
belt is embellished with green-
beads. Used by Garo women.
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Acc No. : AIRTSC/0320/
ORN/SIN/2016

Local Name : Sairu

Eng. equivalent : Ear Pig

Acc No. : AIRTSC/0332/0RN/
GARO/2016

Local Name : Sukya QD@@ ! ) Tribe : Singpho

Eng. equivalent : Belt b | Weight : 35 gms

Tribe : Garo | ‘ : ‘ Length : 4 cm.

Weight : 53/ gms ‘ ‘- Locality : Margherita

Length : 6@@”% 1 # An amber ear peg, used b' the
Localty Caro e | Sy e e
vL@InF LﬁﬂM@Fﬁm to black # { properties.

cotton strands. Used by
Garoe women:




\\7 YOVVVVIYVYVYYY

VYUYV VYVwY v
&& - v 100000000000l o
4 W a e b sl

S ——

. 0000007

Acc No. : AIRTSC/0203/0RNA
SONO0/2016

Local Name : Thuria

Eng. equivalent : Ear Peg
Tribe : Sonowal Kachari
Weight : 32 gms

Length : 4 cm.

Locality : Lakhimpur

& An amber ear stud bordered
with thin gold plates atthe
bottom. The upper surface IS
embellished with floral design
in local ruby (dalimi bakhor)
and gold plate. Used by old

ladies as ear plug among the
Assamese, Sonowal Kgcharl
and Singpho communities.
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with colo
bamboo
Used by

Local Nam
Eng equivalent Head Gear

Locallty/‘b'rﬁ'lé Hasao
@ A hair adornment piece

e: Skﬁnchel

urful yarns,
and seed beads.

Thadou Kuki

damsels.
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