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FOREWORD TO SECOND EDITION

I am happy to note that Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Research and Training Institute is publishing the Second (Revised and
Enlarged) Edition of the book on the Kandha, which has the highest population
among the Scheduled Tribe Communities of the State of Onssa. The present
monograph comprises three significant sections of the Kandha, such as the
Desia, Dongria and Kutia, containing elaborate ethnographic accounts. The
latter two sections constitute vulnerable cthno-cultural groups (officially
designated as Pnmitive Tribal Groups) for whom Micro Projects are operating

for multi-sectoral development.

| am of the view that the changing livelihoods of the members of the
Scheduled Tribes in general and the Kandha in particular, need 1o be captured
with due attention to their economy. There is a need for another study that
can look into these aspects while taking into consideration the interventions
made by the Govemment in areas of (a) Education, (b) Infrastructure including
the income generatior yrogrammes and (c) Enforcement of the protective
legal framework. | do hope SCSTRTI will bring forth such a publication,
which will complement the present book.

G.V. VENUGOPALA SARMA

Bhubaneswar Commissioner-ctm-Secretary to Govt.,
The 30" December, 2005 ST & SC Development Department,
Govt. of Onissa



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

Govemment have been planning and executing development projects
for the development of tribal communities who had lagged behind for copious
geo-historical reasons. Since Independence Government have launched
multiple welfare and development programmes to amalgam the erstwhile
isolated, encysted and relatively deprived tribal communities on par with the
mainstream population. As a result the implementation of socio-economic
welfare measures, as delineated in the Constitution of India, have been
designed and executed right from the First Five Year Plan. But during First
Four Plans, no significant achievement was evinced in tnibal way of life. Inthe
Fifth Five Year Plan, a major thrust in tribal development was achieved by
evolving the Tribal Sub-Plan concept, which even continues till now with
[TDAs, MADA pockets, Cluster Approach Pockets and Micro Projects
for Vulnerable Ethno-Cultural Groups (officially designated as Prmitive Tribal
Groups).

A good ethnographic account of any comm unity has far reaching
implications as it enables researchers as well as development practitioners to
decipher the inherent growth-positive, growth-neutral and growth-negative
values of the people for whom development intervention is intended. Further,
such knowledge is also helpful in priontizing economic, social and political
problems in the specific context of the beneficiaries. It may be mentioned
here that people may accept or reject certain programmies which may be
adjudged by them as compatible or incompatible. It has been seen either
people have rejected or have shown no interest in some programmes which
run counter to their ethos, ideology and worldview. Culture has survival value
and hence it should be assigned due importance in the context of State-
sponsored development programmes.

The First Edition of the book did not contain ethnographic account
of the Kutia Kandha, who constitutes a significant section/ sub-tribe of the
K andha tribe and identified as one of the Pnmitive Tnbal Groups of the State,
like the Dongria Kandha. Therefore, in the Second (Revised and Enlarged)
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Edition, a section on the Kutia Kandha, was incorporated. The First Edition
was written by Dr. N. Patnaik, the then Director and Shri P.S.Das Patnaik,
former Deputy Director with a Chapter on Health Profile contributed by Dr.
Almas Ali, former Special Officer (Tribal Health) of the Institute . Shr
H.S.Mishra. Research Officer prepared the write-up for the Kutia Kandha
which was included in the Second (Revised and Enlarged) Edition. Besides,
two hew Chapters one on Dongria Kandha Youth Dormitory prepared by
Prof. P.K. Nayak, former Director, Shri B.B. Mohanty, Deputy Director,
and Smt. T. Patnaik, Research Officer and the other Chapter on Labour
Co-operatives prepared by Prof. P.K.Nayak., former Director, and Shn T.
Sahoo. Research OfTicer published in the Joumnal Adivasi carlier have been
included in the Dongria Kandha Section.

| express my hearty gratitude to Pro fessor (Dr.) N.K. Behura,
Professor (Dr.) K.K.Mohanti and Professor (Dr.) S.K.Ghosh Maulik for
their unstinted help in the preparation of the Second (Revised and Enlarged)
Edition of the book. I am indebted to Prof. K.K. Mohanti for his painstaking
cfTorts in thoroughly editing the manuscript. I thank Shn B.B. Mohanty, Deputy
Director and Shri S.C. Biswal, Statistician for preparing the press-ready
copy of the text. Finally, L also thank Shri F. Baque, Stenographer of this
Institute in preparing DTP of the manuscript.

G.N.MOHANTY

Bhubaneswar DIRECTOR

The 30th, December, 2005 Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes
Research & Training Institute, Bhubaneswar



FOREWORD TO FIRST EDITION

In the wild undulating plateaus and niver valleys of the Eastemn Cihat
region lives a fascinating Kui-speaking tribe called, the Kandha who are
numencally the largest among the 62 tnbal communities of Orissa. Mr. Russell
in his report of August 1836 was the first who brought to the notice of the
Madras Govemment the barbarous practice of female infanticide and human
sacrifice prevalent among the Kandha. On receipt of this information the
British Government appointed immediately Colonel € ‘ampbell who was
succeeded by Captain Mac Pherson as assistant to the Collector of Gamam
to extirpate these homed practices.

These superstitious beliefs and practices made the tribe known to
the administrative as-well as academic world But the thoms and thickets of
the wildemess and the unhealthy climate which was notorious for malana
and backwater were deterrent to any free access to the Kandha country and
to have first hand knowledge about the tnbe. However, as the ime passed
by and road communication was developed entry into the Kandha area and
contact with the tribe became possible. Scholars like - Dalton, Risley,
Thurston. Russell and Hiralal have left behind a few pages about the Kandha
in their published works. But much of these writings has been reproduced
over and over again. Thereafter there have come out articles and notes on
some aspects or the other of the tribe in the census reports and scholarly

Journals. But no full ethnographic work was available ull this book was
published.

The Kandha are at various stages of development. The Kutia Kandha
of Belghar area and the Dongria Kandha of Bissamcuttack area represent

the primitive sections and the Desia Kandha hiving in the plains of Phulbani
district, and other districts represent the Hinduised Section of the tribe. In
between these two polarities are vanous sections of the Kandha which are at
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different stages of socio-economic development. Unlike the Kutia Kandha
who are primarily shifling cultivators and unlike the Desia Kandha who have
taken to plough cultivation in a large measure in the plains, the Dongna Kandha
as mentioned above are basically horticultunsts.

This publication deals with the Dongria Kandha in the first part, the
Desia Kandha in the second part and health and nutritional status and
developmental aspects in the third part. Numbering about 6,000 in popu lation
the Dongria Kandha inhabit the lofty Niyamgiri hill ranges in the district of
Koraput. From the point of view of cultural peculianties they occupy a very
special place in the heart of Anthropologists. One can see in the Nivamgiri
hills vast stretches of land in the hill slopes under banana and pineapple
plantation amidst jackfruit trees which the master hands of the Dongna Kandha
have grown. Expert horticulturists as they are the Dongria Kandha have
proved that the skill, ingenuity and perseverance of Man can tame any rugged
terrain without even the application of any improved technology for the

prospenty of mankind.

With the development of road communication the Kandha have come
in contact with others who live in the plains. In course of acculturation they
have borrowed many cultural traits from their Hindu neighbours. They have
given up many of their archaic practices and tumed themselves into aclass of
peasantry in the low-land countries. Part [l of this book deals in detail with
the life and work of the acculturized section of the tribe which identi fies itself

as the Desia Kandha.

In this book both aesthetic and humanistic interests have been
interwoven to present the thought-ways and work-ways ofa people w ho
lead a life of indigence and poverty in the midst of plenty. Though major
portion of the book 1s devoted to socio-cultural aspects of anthropological
interest the economics of axe-cultivation, horticulture and plough agnculture
have been discussed in a detailed manner. Besides, problems of health and

Y



approach and strategy for tribal development have been highlighted succinetly

in this book. | have no doubt that scholars and administrators alike will find
this book interesting and useful.

Rajpath, Bhubaneswar R.K.Bhujabal
31.3.1982
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

Like any other tribe the Kandha form a species for themselves as far
as their social organization and cultural pattem are concemd. Almost a century
and a half back this tribe featured very promimently in the report of
Mr. Russell for their heinous practices of female infanticide and human sacnfice.
Thereafter short articles and papers on different aspects of the Kandha culture
and social organization appeared in various magazines and journals. The
Kandha are most numerous in the State and also one of the major tribes of
the country. An understanding of the life and work of this important tnbal
community is not only of academic interest but also the same is essentially
required to provide proper lead in formulating plans for their development.
Keeping this objective in view we had undertaken intensive field studies
among the Kandha in vanious parts of Onssa. The Kandha of Southem Onssa
where they are found in large concentration were our main focus and this
book is based on our intensive field work among them.

The Kandha have been of great fascination not only to us but also to
many scholars who are interested in understanding the life styles of different
ethnic groups. It is necessary to highlight a few of the salient features of the
Kandha life and culture. Most of the people belonging to this tribe continue
to live in the mountainous tracts away from main artenes of travel. The forms
of Kandha villages are mainly of two types - shapeless cluster or agglomerate
with no village street and linear cluster with two long and parallel rows of
houses flanked by a wide and straight street. The lack of symmetry in
settlement pattern of the former type is due to the rugged nature of the tract
and the uniformity in the village forms of latter type is possible in such places
where flat lands are available for human habitation. The diversity is noticed
not only in the village pattem but also in the materials, which are used for the
construction of houses. While in some areas the Kandha use wooden planks
set horizontally one upon the other for constructing the walls. in other arcas
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they have walls made of lattice-twined wicker work or bamboo wattle work
plastered with mud. In a large measure the settlement pattemn and the housing

architecture are in conformity with the terrain, environmental condition and
matenal resources of their habitat. |

The Kandha villages are in general screened around by several fruit-
giving trees like mango, jackfruit and tamannd. In the centre of the village
usually two shrines are present, one for the Darani-Penu (mother Goddess)
and the other for Kotiasal (Her consort) and an open ground with seats of
stone slabs eanmarked for the meeting of the tnbal court of panchayat. Another
significant feature of a Kandha village is its Adashetta, a dormitory for the

spinsters of the village, which is located, near the hill stream on one end of
the village.

Some of the aspects of their social organization are of special nature.
The clan organization among them is one of such specialties. In this case the
clan is not totemic as 1s usual tn other tnibes. It1s rather denived from the
Mutha system, a termitonal unit which was devised for admimistrative purposes
during the British rule. For example, Khambesi, a Dongria Kandha village
near Bissamcuttack was formerly under a Mutha called Wadaka and
according to the name of the Mutha the clan of the Kandha who live in
Khambesi and other villages situated in the Wadaka Mutha has been named
as Wadaka. This clan-temtory is exogamous like a totemic clan. The Kandha
families belonging to the Wadaka clan predominate and own all lands in
Khambesi. All other clans living in Khambesi have recently migrated to this
village and are considered outsiders.

The Kandha villages, ideally speaking, are as much social entities as
they are politically with huge measure of cohesion and continuity. Every village
continues (o have its own tnibal council. All the trnibal adults of the village are
members of the village council. The head of the willage tnbal council who is

(viti)



also the headman of the village 1s called. Suonta. Parallel to the secular
position held by the village headman is the religious head called. Jani who
presides over all the religious functions organized by the people of the village.
In some areas the headship of both secular and religious functions combines
with one person, which goes by one term Jasni. In addition to these secular
and religious head there is a functionary called, Dishari who works as the
medicine man in some areas and astrologer in other arcas. In every village
there 1s a peon called. Banka of the Domb community who pliys an important
role in the village life. He calls the people to the meeting place when the
village assembly sits and contacts officials on behalf of the villaze and acts as
an interpreter of the people. The tribal council enjoys considerible freedom
in conducting its day-to-day activities.

To an outsider the Kandha particularly the Dongnaand Kutia Sections
of agency areas strke as a very important tnbal community for their simphicity.
quickness inobservation and sensitivity. Inalmost all activities the people of
the Kandha community reveal a corporate life. They help each other in
economic activities, and dnink, dance and sing all in congregation. Religious
ceremonies and festvals are performed communally. Crime s rare and adultery
is uncommon and the individual behaviour 1s marked by honesty and
truthfulness. [deally hospitable, exceptionally candid and remarkably simple,
the primitive section of the tribe particularly the Kutia and the Dongrias live in
Nature and fade away in its mystery. To the Kandha the nature is the greatest
impeller, the scenery around forming the grand arena where the human drama
of vicissitudes of the mortal life 1s staged.

Many people have helped us during our fieldwork among the Dongria
and Desia sections of the tribe. We remember their help with asense of deep
gratitude. But due to lack of space we have not been able to mention all of
their names indivadually in this place. Whtle acknowledging persons for their
help the name of the Social Worker Smt. Malat: Biswal known locally as
Apa is uppermost in our mind. She has introduced us to the tribals and
helped usin collecting data from them. We remarn grateful to her.
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We are thankful to the Research staff of the THRTI particularly
Shri Prasanna Kumar Nayak, Shri B.B Mohanty, R.O.. Shri Ananta Ch.
Sahoo. J.R.O. and Shri B.B. Sahu, J.R.O. who worked with us dunng ficld
investigation and carmied out aspect wise analysis and processing of the data.

The name of Dr. N K. Behura, Reader, Department ol Anthropology.
Utkal University, need special mention for the help which he had rendered
by going through the first draft and offening his comments.

We owe a special debt to Shr R.K. Bhujabal, LAS., Commissioner-
cum-Secretary to Government, H. & T.W. Department who gave all
encouragement to bring out this monograph. We are deeply grateful to him
for his sympathy and support without which, the publication ol this work

would have been impossible. He was kind enough to give the foreword of
this book.

Our especial gratitude and thanks are due to our informants
particularly the lcading members of their society who opened their minds and

gave us necessary information. We are much beholder for their cooperation
and help.

Our colleague Dr. Almas Ali. Special officer, Tribal health of the
Institute has contnibuted a chapter on health. The matenals contaimed m the
chapter were collected by him through clinical tests and medical examinations
of many people of the Kandha community duning his ficld tnps. We express
our gratitude and thanks to him for contributing this chapter.

The phutugmphs which are included in this book were taken,
developed and pnnted by Shn Sunil Kumar Roy, Photographer of this institute.
We express our thanks to him for this work

The maps which are provided in this book were drawn by Shn

J.P.Rout, R.O. and Shri Ajnt Kumar Maharana, J.R.O. of this institute. We
express our thanks to them for their help.
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We express our thanks to Shri T.G. Chacko, Stenographer and
Shri 1.C. Naik, Typist of this Institute for taking dictation and typing the

manuscnpt.

N. Patnaik

ewis Road,
P. S. Das Patnaik

Bhubaneswar
Ist Apnl 1982
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BACKGROUND
Nomenclature:

The Kandha tnibe 1s vaniously known. They are called the Khond or the
Kandha or the Kond, according to the usage of the term in vogue in different
places in which they live. But whatever be the terminology used, itrefers to
the sume tribe. The people of that class call themselves the Kandha as a
result ofthett _ontact with the Orivas. So we refer to them as the Kandha in
this paper. This nomenclature 1s believed to have come from the Telugu
language in which the word *Konda " means a small hill as well as the hill-
men. The termtory in which the Kandha reside in large concentration is called,
the Kandhamal, *mal " in Oriya signifying a hill tract. The other name of
Phulbani district is Boad-Kandhamal, and the northem portion of the Ganjam
district, which adjoins the Kandhamal. i1s called, the Kandha Maliah, meaning
the hill tract inhabited by the Kandha.

Due to physical barriers the Kandha of different areas very rarely, 1f
ever, come in contact with one another. In course of ime they have formed
themselves into separate endogamous units and have developed consideruble
cultural and economic diversity. Broadly, the Kandha are divided into three
groups depending upon their habitat. The groups are;

I The Kutia (hill) Kandha - This 1s the weakest section leading an
isolated life of poverty and indigence.

2. The Dongria (mll) Kandha - This section 1s comparatively less
pnmitive and is skilled in horticulture.

3. The Desta (lowcountry) The Kandha of this section have left their hall
Kandha - fastnesses and settled down in the plains to pursue cultivation.

Kui 1s the language of the Kandha people and it has such local
varations as descnbed below

1. The Kandha of Koraput Sub-division speaks the Kuv
language.
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The Kandha of Baliguda Sub-division speaks the Kui
language.

3. The Kandha of Gudari area speaks Kutia, which is a mixture
of Sora and Kui dialects.

4. The Kandha of Rayagada Sub-division speaks Kuvi mixed with
Telugu.

Many of the Kandha have lost their mother tongue and speak Oriya

.Some have become bilingual because they speak Oriya in the intenor areas

of the State and Telugu in border arcas. The somatoscopic and
anthropometrics data of the Kandha relate them more closely to the Proto-
Australoid racial stock with considerable Mongoloid admixture. Of the 62
tribal communities inhabiting Orissa, the Kandha is numerically the largest.
According to the Census of 1991 the total population of the Kandha 1s
11.40.374 out of the State’s population of 3,16,59,736 and the State’s tribal
population of 70,32,214. In other words, the Kandha constitute, according
to the Census of 1991, 3.60 per cent of the State’s population and 16.22
per cent of the State’s tnbal population. The main concentration of the Kandha
populationis mthe C entral section ( Boud-Kandhamal), Rayagada section
(Rayagada and Gunupur Sub-divisions) and South-westem section (erstwhile
Kasipur estates and Mahulpatna) of Eastern Ghat Region

History:

The Kandha are widely known in the ethnographic world for their
carlier pemicious practice of human sacrifice and female infanticide.
Honourable Mr. Russell was the first who through his report of August, 1836
brought these horrible customs of the Kandha to the notice of the Madras
Government. The entire region inhabited by the Kandha was then in a state
of insurrection, disorder and violence. Added to this were the unhealthiness
of the climate in all its unmitigated forms and the rugged terrain, and the
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precipitous hill ranges covered with thomns and thickets of interminable
wilderness which made the Kandha country difficult of access. One of the
concems of the Bnush Government was to stamp out the barbarous practices
and restore peace and order in the territory.

The practical measure, which Mr. Russell proposed to the British
Govermment for achieving the objective was to revive the fairs, fonmerly held
in different locahities and to establish market in other places. His wdea was
that the Kandbha would be attracted to such fairs and market centers where
they would eastly get their coveted articles such as salt, salt fish, brass utensils,
scarlet woolen red blankets and coarse cotton clothes at a less cost. They
used to get these favounte articles solely from their lowland neighbours either
i the way of rapine or exchange at a high price. He further thought that the
market centers would afford opportumiies to the Kandha for seemg many
new articles of toreign merchandise and tend greatly to promote new tastes
and create new wants in them. The whole idea in setting up a network of
marketing organizations was to create conditions under which the British
authonties could have frequent and unreserved intercourse with the Kandha
and such influence on them as to wean them away from their horrible
superstition without applying any force.

The Briush officers sincerely believed that a law denouncing human
sacrifice and remonstrating against cruelty to female children and providine
punishment for the offenders would. as a general measure, prove aborti ve
and involve acompromise of character. Therefore, their aim was 1o develop
a friendly relationship with them and try to reclaim them tfrom the savave
practices using conciliatory measures and moral force rather than lhﬁ.‘.—lL
violence and power. In fact, the British authorities such as-Campbell and
Macpherson who were entrusted with the responsibility of suppressing the
practices ol human sacrifice and female infanucide could stamp out such
detestable superstitions by non-violent means.

(xv)
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More than half a century ago, the Kandha were most numcrous of
the tribal communities in erstwhile Kalahandi State. The Kandha claimed the
right of installing the chiefolthe State on his throne (Gadi). and until this was
done. they did not formally recognize the chief. The important featurc of the
ceremony was that the chief married a Kandha girl on this occasion. The
marriage cercmony was |11;:l‘fnr|'ﬂcd h} prcscnlmg M _1_.'.|r| o the l:hlcf who
immediately returned her to her parents and according to the Kandha system
of divorce a fine was paid by the husband to the tribe for divorcing his wile.
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CHAPTER-I
Introduction

Orissa is one of the most fascinating ethnographic States of India. It has
been the home of as many as 62 different tribal communities among which
the Kandha top the list in numerical preponderance. Considenng the levels
of economic development the Kandha are divided into several sub-scctions
such as - Kutia Kandha, Dongria Kandha, Jhana Kandha and Desia Kandba.

This section of the book deals with the Dongna section of the Kandha
community. They are found in the Niyamgiri hill ranges, which comprise 3
Community Development Blocks namely: Bissamcuttack, Kalyansingpur,
Muniguda of Rayagada and Gunupur sub-divisions of Rayagada district.
The ethnographic account of the Dongrias which finds place in this section
relates to such villages as Kurli, Hundyah, Khambesi, Khajun, Mundabah,
Kadragumma, Batigumma, Uppergumma and Radang of Bissamcuttack
Block. Bondeli and Tanda of Kalyansingpur Block. In addition to these villages
where intensive field work was conducted for collection of data about the
Dongrias, many neighbouning villages inhabited by the same section of the
tribe were visited several times to check and cross check the data already

collected from the core area.

The Dongrias stand separate from all other scctions for their skill in
horticulture. They inhabit the Nivamgin hills of Rayagada sub-division of
Rayagada district and grow pineapple in vast stretches of land in the hill
slopes. These pincapples are planted in places where the jack fruit trees are
present, so that the leaves of the trees provide shade to the pinc.ple plants
Dongnias are also sk illed in banana plantation and turmenc cultiv wtion. The
lerrain in which Dongnias live and its chimatic conditions are most favourable
{or horticulture and therefore, Dongnas grow plenty of fruits ol the types



mentioned above. But they do not gain much from this pursuit. The reasons
are that the local Domb merchants expropnate the products from the Dongnas

and there 1s no orgamzed market for proper out let of the fruits with reasonable
profit to the producers.

Side by side the Dongria carry on shifting cultivation in hill-slope at a
higher alutude close to the hill-top. The same rotational method as found
among the neighbouring Saoras is followed in the cultivation of the cleanngs
technically known as swidden, but the rotational cycle which is on an average
five ro six years in Southem Onissa is longer by one or two years among the
Dongnas becausc of thicker forest cover in the Nivamgin hills than elsewhere.
Nevertheless the threat of the indiscnminate axe which is steadily stnpping

the country bare of its vegetational cover is as frightening and real in the
Dongna area as elsewhere.

It1s interesting to note that the Dongna depend upon both primitive and
advanced means of hivelihood. The shifting cultivation represents the prior
stage of economic development where as the horticultural plantation a hi gher
stage of development. In fact, the former preceded the latter in the eCconomic
life of the Dongna in the carlier dispensation when the Dongria were under
the adniinistration of the Maharaja of Jeypore and they used to visit the royal
palace in festivities. On one occasion the Maharaja gave them suckers of
some pincapples, which he got from Burma, asking them to grow in their
terrain. The Dongrias did as the Maharaja said and now the pincapple
plantation has spread every nook and cormner of the Nivamgiri hills. One
reason which possibly explains coexistence of primitive and advanced
practices of livelihood is that the shifting cultivation provides the Dongrias
with minor millets, pulses and cercals on which they subsist where as the
fruits ofhorticulture give them ready cash with which they meet their other
requirements such as clothes, omaments and utensils.

The Kandha as a whole were widely known for their carlier practice of
human sacnfice and female infanticide. Mr. Russell’s reports show how the
2
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British Govermment stopped this practice not by force but by moral influence
and concillatory measures. Other steps taken by the Briush officers tor
restraiing the Kandha from the savage practices were the establishment of
friendship with them through direct contact and by stictly interdicting the
army and camp followers from entening theiry illages and meddling i any
way with them or with their domesticated animals such as - fowls, goats, clc.
Fairs and market centers which were discontinued for some reason or the
other were revived and articles such as - salt, salt-fish, brass utensils, red
hlankets and all but the coarsest kind of cotton clothes which the Kandha
were excessively fond of were made available on sale to them at these places

at most reasonable rate.

In addition to these measures taken by the British Government. the
Maharaja of Jeypore Janindarn to which the Dongrias belong introduced a

Jura-parab during the Meria sacrifice. This measure

festival called, .
succeeded largely in replacing the human beings with the bufTaloes for sacnfice

duning the festival

The dress and the oraments which adom Dongrias particularly their
male members distinguish them from other sections of the tribe. In general a
Dongria male puts on 4 narrow scarl wrapped around the waist and adoms
his body with omaments of's arious types. He shaves his head Keeping o tuft
of hairneatly tied to aknot at the back. Sometimes a leal-rolled cigar 1s scen
tucked in the hair-knot at the back and invariably every Dongna male carryics

an axe in his shoulder and a knife is kep! hanging from his waist-belt

Besides these peculiarities in dress and adomment the installation of
Darani-Pemcand her consort called. Katiasel mthe centre of the v lage

street is a typical feature of Dongria settlement. The maidens” dormitory
which is invarably present in cach Dongna seltlement is another ypical feature
| structure and culture

which adds to the specialities of Dongna socta
had and still continues to have its ow n traditional

Every Dongria village
With the abolition of the feudal

council as part of the political organization
3




system in Orissa the Mutha system of administration which was in vogue in
whole estate of jeypore, of which the Dongna arca was a part, was replaced
by an elective system. Under this arrangement statutory village councils were
established in villages in the place of traditional political institutions.

In the case of the Dongna villages the traditional panchayatis sl effective
and runs along democratic pninciples as before and serves the people well in
the matters of maintaining social control and enforcing social sanctions. The
ahien political structure, like statutory gram panchayat which Dongnas do not
understand and do not feel it as theirs appear to be an unnecessary
supenmposition having no stake in Dongna political system.

What strikes most to a visitor to the Dongria country is their abject
poverty. It is a paradox to see poverty in aresource-nich arca. Dongrias are
cextremely laborious and are tenacious about nghts over their land. They
excel all other neighbouring communities in their acquisition of skill in
horticulture plantation. But one of their draw backs 1s their dependence on
the Jocal Domb merchants for the purpose of the marketing of their products.
There is a symbiotic relationship between Dongrias and Dombs which cuts
across economic activities. Both the communities have been living together
from the time beyond memory and even though Dongrias feel the crucliyof
exploitation they have no other way but to endure it with limitless patience in
the present circumstances hecause of their illiteracy and lgnorance.

Dongnias have landed in the maccessible arcas of Nivamgin hill ranges
not by their own choice but by being pushed into these arca by advanced
non-tnibal communities. Not until the end of the second half of the twentyeth
century Dongnas did not come in direct contact with either administrators or
soctal reformers or academicians. 1t was only after the Independence with
the imtiation of developmental works among them. scholars started « 1siting
the arca for carrying out scientific studies on them. Thereafter the State
Government got Interested in bringing about change in the economic life of
the people by introducing several developmental schemes
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One of the schemes worth mentioning was the Purchase Sale and Fair
Price Shop scheme which was implemented by the Tribal and Rural Welfare
Department. The objective of this scheme was to procure all kinds of forest
products collected by Dongrias at a fair price and provide daily necessities
to them at a reasonable rate. It may be pointed out that all these developmental
measures by and large were taken. No detailed ethnographic data were
available to formulate any need-based plans for their development. This
monograph secks to fill the data gap and it is hoped that the findings presented
in this book will be of use in formulating an integrated plan for the development
of Dongnas.



CHAPTER-II
The Area and the People

The Dongria Kandha, a section of the Kandha tribe of Onissa, live on
the top of the Nivamgiris. arugged mass of hill ranges situated on the borders
of Rayagada and Gunupur sub-division of Rayagada district. These hill ranges
form the Rayagada-Gunupur section of the Eastern Ghats and rise steeply
from 1.000 feet to a number of peaks. of which the highest 15 4.970 feet
above the sca level. Some of the peaks are Tumudi Ghat. Kodkisil,
Patrapokan Ghau, Patar Dongar and Sargtkhaman.

The Novamgirtlls liein 19.33°N Latitude and 83.25°E Longitude

The Niaymgiri are situated ata distance of 21 kilometers to the North-
West of Bissam Cuttack town. The nearest Dongna village 1s Kurh which is
located at an alutude of 3.000 feet above sea level at a distance of 13
kilometers from Bissamcuttack. The first three Kilometers of the road from
Bissamcuttack to Kurli village are motorable and the remaming 10 kilometers
are rugged and zig-zag runming through the mountaineous terram. The pont
at which the road becomes rugged and ascends the hills is the location of
Chatikona, a Raillway Station situated on the Waltair-Raipur railway line.

High altitude of the Dongna Kandha habitat has made the chimate cool
and pleasant. Humidity ranges from 92 per cent of saturation in August and
September to 60 per cent in March, Apnland May. Dunng the winter months
(November to Fuhnmryl there 1s heavy dew fall. The rainy scason (July to
October) 1s extremely unhealthy. Rains are continuous and beavy and nearly
80 per cent of the annual ramfallis recetved from the South-West monsoon
dunng the months of June, August and September. The penodicity of ram is
neither uniform nor regular. But the area does not expenence drought in any
yeur.
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No river Mows in the Dongria country. A perennial stream called,
Gadgada Nallah flows through a winding course all over the arcaand 1118
the only source of water supply to the Dongrnas.

The Dongna Kandha have a good knowledge ofthe types of soil avalable
in their habitat. According to them these are mainly of three types — 1)
Stony clay (Kankoda Birga), fouad all over the hills, (2) Black soil (Punku-
Burga), fertile soit found in the foot-hill and (3) Coloured clay ( Cuudi-Birga).
found in the hills. Black-sotl is considered very fertile and Donger-paddy 1s
sown wherever this type of soil 1s present. But the entire area predominately
contains stony clay and therefore, production of crops is not up to the
expectations.

The extensive practice of shifting cultivation and wanton destruction off
forests have rendered the wild ammals scarce in the arca. However, some
panthers ( Panthera Pardus). Jeopard-cats (Felts hengolensis), spotted deer
(Muntiacus Muniyik), Sambars (Cervus wngolor), w d boars (stes-ye rofel),
common monkey (Pres/nvtis Phavret), stripped squirrels (Ratufa bicolor),
Indian percupines (Atheruvus Alactourts assd mensis). hares (Caprolugus
hispidus), Bears (Melursus-ursinus) grey and red jungle fowls
(Phastanidae), Peacocks (Pave cristetus) and green pigeons (colunhidue)
are fotind in distant torests where people go lor collection of forest produce
and for communal hunt, The arca is full of venomous snakes and cascs of
snake-bites are common. Wild birds and parrots destroy standing crops
The people ward of such animals by indigenous methods

In the Rayagada division of the Eastern Ghats of which the Dongria
country forms an important par, Sal (shonea robusta) s the dominant species
and the common assoctates of Sal are Buja or Piasal (Prera carpus
arcupitm), Teak (Toetona erandis), Mohua (Madhika Lotifolic). Kendu
(Diaspyras melanoxvlon). Bamboo (Bombax malabaricum), Jack it
(Artucarpus-heperaphyilus) and mango (Mangifera Indica) found both in
the hills and in the vicinny ofsettlements. A kind of'tall grass Birsa (/mperare
artndimancen) grows luxunantly in the arca and itis used for thatching roofs
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Among the creepers, Sialk ( Bawhinia vahlliy is most common. Vanous kinds
of edible roots and medicinal herbs are also found in the forests.

The Dongria Kandha belong to the Dravidian hinguistic group.
G.A .Gnierson has wntten, *The Kandhas or Khonds are Dravidian tribe in
the hills of Orissa and neighbouring districts. The name which they use

themselves 1s Kut and their language should accordingly be dominated Kui™.
(Thurston, Edgar. 1909).

The language which is spoken by the Kandha appears to have mainly
two local vanations - *Kuvi® spoken by a majority of the Kandha of Koraput,
Kalahandi and Bolangir-patna and Kui, spoken by the Kandha who live in
the Phulbam district. Kuvi appears to have original structural composition
while Kui an acculturated and transformed form of Kuvi language. Besides
the Kandha of Koraput, such other tribal communities as Kandhaa-Paraja.
Konda-Paraja, Penga-Paraja, Jatapu Dora and Konda-Dora speak Kuvi
with a litle admixture with Telugu.

The Kandha are most numerous in Orissa. Accord ing to the 199]
Census their population numbered 11,40,374 out of the tota! tribal populati