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ithout having any ambition from them often fails to pocket 
any fruit. Therefore, we have discussed all these aspect 
along with their knowledge base on the employment and 
other such facilities available for educated girl chidden in 
this Chapter before highlighting their rate of enrolment, 

in Chapter-VII. 

ne of the prime thrust areas of this study lies on 
finding out the reasons of absenteeism, dropout and non 
nrolrnent among the ST girls which are critically analyzed 

in Chapter -VIII. The next Chapter, ie Chapter-IX summariz 
the findings and provides the concluding remarks. The last 
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however, be partly for the said age-old 
partly for their high ethno-centric attitude, that i 
within the remote and high elevated hill ranges and forest 
dominated areas, high dependence upon the nature tor 
urvival, lack or interest to come to the plains land for 
exploring better livelihood, responding negligibly or often 
negatively towards the development initiatives includin 
education of women. Even then there are people who sen 
their daughters for school education against all the aoo 
nchorages but very few succeed in the ultimate aim of 
ducating them as the prevalent societal lifestyle most often 
acts negatively to withdraw them from schools. 
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hile the tribal 
pulation of th 

th 

un 
lmost 
hol 

of the state ar 
th 

. 
wi 

linked \\' i th 
mmuniti 
1 in natur .... , 



lntroducuon 1 

iblin hiJ 



htld 
1 

full 
wh 

arnbiti 
parent 
mostl 

l l ve 

h r 

n 
thrust 

th 

rnmcnt. 

1.2 Revi 
tu 

f Literature an pecialit f the Present 

r 



introducuon 

true that wh 
th 

r studi vailabl ncerned t 
low 

pti 
utilitv ot 

their 

1n1n 
lt, in th 

plannin n trorra l 

1 
t 
l 



16 

of dropout amongst the ST children. In this connection, Th 
Dhebar Commission is worth mentioning which had 
ut poverty as the major cause of dropout amon 

pupils. The other associated reasons, which are al 
responsible for this, are concerned w ith the poor 
communication facility in tribal areas, lack of proper TL 
unsuitable curriculum and syllabus, use of foreign Ian 
as the medium of instruction in classrooms etc. In th 
ar, a Committee headed by Renuka Ro 

factors being responsible for the dropout among th 
children and recommends using the local tribal dialects or 
languages as the medium of instruction and gives thrust on 
introduction of specialised textbooks for th 
Moreover, this Committee holds the view that 
of women teachers could be helpful to tackle the probl 
therefore, it suggests to appoint such teachers in tribal 
but they should sufficiently be trained on how t 
the tribal children and thereby it would certainly be earsier 
to achieve the coal. Later on dnrinu th,> earlv 1 
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Bh 

it 

m 



Introduction 1 

aininz the faith . . n 

r 
that in Onssa, it 

irunon 

h 

th 

in tt 
1 um tdh.ll cornrnunif 



1 
Elfllcatro11 ot tlri· Tribal 

und f 

•0n after ndin 
not 
ut 

tribal communities, Ii 
that even thouzh th 

in 
ir experten 

process of enculturation. 

heir 

The \'-' 
the hizh 

he carri 
hi l 



J11troa11c11011 

ulation rves that th 

unts n 

vernment. 

Panda and 
t 

H 



2 

th 
th 

Work and Social Sciences (NI!::>VV A!:>~) m l ~l:50, finds that 1n 
trict of Phulbani. th 

1n coou numoers in sch 
t 

Bchura. 1 



/11trod11ct1011 1 

hon and aspiration 
rgan1smg the tribal people for 
n2 thernselv .... ..,. 

1n 
ucati 

In another studv 
tion, 

nstraints in Tribal Cultur 
ks that th 
techn 

tudv ,11 
pruruuvc tnl>-1 l 

t 

I 



22 

in 1 
h 

h 

f thi 

me time, th 
financial in 
and the rate of droooul \· 

tud 

_ \\ uh 
lment. 

f 
nl 

t i 

The stucv R ncerns wun t . 
proolems rel at 
tudents and l 
p 



Introduction 

that even though over th re; the tri 

( 

tudents in ~· 
hould 

must 

1n 

tri 
I • vhich 
nth 

u 

p 
n 

studies have rev 
hit 

rnmurutie-, .1r 
h 

\ 

rr.unm 
r.imm t 



2 

had the attendan 

h 

H 
the im 
nd h 

non 
n 
t 

ucational instituti 
li 2ht to fou r-fold 1 la t ion, \V hi ch h 

h 

mrnunit 
within th 

w rth t n 
the teachers 

nrolrnent. retenti 
nts of Keonjhar 

ll 

th 

t.tt~d to l·n, 1r t 



I tr I reduct 1011 

ulture ar 
tten 

nr 
tudents. 

ta r bv th 
,n 

h 
, 

r 



ti vals 
rops. 

n 

p 
tructurc, 
vritin 
nth 
th 

hool- 

nunuc- dcsprt 
"hnngc!,. So, when th 

ll Ill tlh\.l 



lntroducuon 

.~h 

n 
l 

t stu 
n1 as rnanv 
. The main 

1n preaom1n 
rnotiv 
un 
Im 

I 

ti 

ll 

tddlinu lr1h~htH,n ., Ill urn ..• t 



2 

and m them full v un 

untri 

Behura and 
arid 

f 

th 

. 
lf '' . 



I II troduct ion 

uchth h mainlv t rn and fulfil 

hanty and Biswal's work (2007) is concerned with th 
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the present study aims to find out the foUowincr seven-fol 
objectives and finally to recommend sorn 
depending upon the field reality and the rriHr:11 base of th 
ongoing educational schemes. The objecti 
(i) To find out the educational policies, schemes and 

programmes meant for the primary education in general 
and ST girl children in particular and the educational 
advancement occurred arnonz the ST women 
compared to others. 

(ii) To the educational and subsidi 
available in schools functionin , 

(iii) To find out the perception of parents on modern 
ducation and their attitude towards educating szirl 

children with reference to some social situati 
gender perspecti y ••• ,.7, 

(iv) To find out the ambition and expectation of parents from 
their girl schoolchildren, 

(v) To find out the knowl f parents an 
on the available educational arneniti 
opportunities available for 

(vi) To know about the extent of enrolment, 
retention, dropout and 
girl children, 

(vii) To find out th 
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of children, viz schoolchildren. drooouts and the never 
enrolled children. It consists of various qu 
the socio-economic background, know l 
respondents on the available educational schemes and 
mployment opportunities, their perception on modern 
education, ambition of parents from their 
reasons of dropout and non-enrolment, test 
special reference to different social situations, suzae ... 
The last or the Schedule-1.6 pertains to th 
ample teachers on the reason 
enrolment etc. The guidelines meant for th- 
Group Discussions include th 
information on the participants and 
obtaining the opinion of the participan 
that are related to absenteeism, dr 
among ST girl children and sector 
concerned respondents on tackling th 

the selection of samples is concerned, all the 1 
re selected on the basis of purposive random 

t the rate of 4 ,~n :1nrl J SME. dcoartment 
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EDUCATIONAL POLICES, PROGRAMMES 
AND SCHEMES, AND LITERACY PROFILE 

OF TRIBAL WOMEN 

2.1 Development of Educational System for Women in 
India: Historical and Post-Independence Perspecti 

2.1.1 Development of National Svstem of Education-Then 
&Now 

India had 
the I Ashram' 

b 
•• 

Hu 

, 



they thought to educate Indian 

and conclud 
ducati 

m 
f 
f 

ucati 
to hold 
ducati 
I 

f U fll 



-13 

ducation and adult n, was neither 
, nor was, of 

priority in th 
urse, hizher 



44 

prepared in 1 
). 

Non- 

h.agamw 
ing the direction t 

ucational upliftment among the p 
majestic pro2ramm . 
2.1.2. Girl's Education During Colonial and Post 

Independence Period 

mmen• ,..,_ 
uch 

f 

work 
politi 
Iram 
tan 



Edu 

1 

n 
f 

citizens" ( 
indirectly spelt out tw 

to the Indian 



46 

Providing equal opportunities for both the boys and girl 
children on education through the constitutional 
commitment, vide the Directive Principles of State Poli 
not just the end of the initiatives of the g 
equalising both of them in socio-economl 
rather with a view to achieve the overall d 

a spectacular landmark in the pr 
National Policies on Education for all. Ith 
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The removal of women's illiteracy an 
inhibiting their access lo and retention in elementar 
ducation will receive overriding priority, through pr 
of special support services, setting of time tar 
effective monitoring. Major emphasis will be laid on 
participation in vocational, technical and prof 
education at different levels. The policy on non-discrimination 
will be pursued vigorously to eliminate sex stereotyping m 
vocational and professional courses and to promote worn 
participation in non-traditional occupations, as well as in 
existing and emergent technologies," (ibid :10). 
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IV 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL 

BACKGROUND OF SAMPLES 

4.1 Ethno-Cultural Background and Religious Affinity of 
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VI 
PERCEPTION OF MODERN EDUCAT,ION, 

ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TOWARDS 
EDUCATING GIRL CHILDREN AND 

EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS FROM GIRL 
SCHOOLCHILDREN 

6.1 International and National Perception of Literacv and 
Modem Education 
Perception of education, attitude towards educating girl 

children and expectations of 
schoolchildren are all co-relat 
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mployment facilities have also been discussed since if th 
poor parents are not aware on all these, then they would al 
not fetch much from sending their children to school. 

ducation provides a wide range of benefits. But it i 
perceived differently by different sections of the populace 
depending upon their level of development. Therefore, it i 
now essential to discuss here briefly about the human societi 
and the types of education prevalent among them before th 
international and national prospectives on education are dealt 
with and the attitude of tribal people under study t 
is discussed thereafter. 

Human societies can broadly be divided into tw 
roups, such as (i) pre-literate or simple societies, and (ii) 

Literate or complex societies, depending upon their 
educational and techno-economic development and socio 
cultural footings. Similarly, the delivery system of education 
to children can also be categorised into two groups as folio, 

1) Traditional Education, ie learning and gettin 
in the simplest ways viz. through the Pr 
ocialization or enculturation etc. and 

ii) Modern Education, ie learning and 
formal meth 
l 

. 1n 
J 

uni 
J 

ommon 
wnl 
f th 



1 Edu 

in all 

m 

t 



1 

• 

development contexts modem education is being imposed 
n the tribals which most often does not refer to the tribal 

culture t 

because of the fact that their social values are not inclu 
the formal education system rather it is more concern 
their perception on modem education. When they do not 
know the need and benefits of learning modern education 
that encompasses foreign values, they have been, in man 
cases taking to it negatively. In this context, 
four pillars of learning with regard to indigenou 
point out that, "Indigenous peoples have their 
learning systems, which are compatible with their livelih 
ystem. This knowledge has often been denied to them 
through formal education ..... and Indigenous concepts of 
development are inextricably linked to culture, eoucauon, 
environment and self determination .. ( 
gives stress on the fact that sustainable oeveiooment tor 
indigenous cultures are protected and im 
values on their societies through formal 
to the end that they can 
how these would provide a more safe and secured h 
that of their own. (cf. ibid). 

Literacy is the foundation 
uch, while it enables a person to r 
f counting with full un 

modem 

n. 
ti 
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or in other words modem education i 
they are often regarded as pre-literate and 

visualised would reveal as to how this act 
children literate or educated. 

Literacy or basic modem education in the 
developing the skill of writing, readings and doin 
calculations with fuJl understanding or bevond 
foundation for all further learning h 

ith sin 
uch it \\IOUl-, 
n makinz their 
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as a right has been recognized internationally as earl 
1948, vide Universal Declaration of Human Rights ( 
held in 194.S (cf. UNESCO, 2006 :136) and this had been done 
o since education leads the human beings to explore mor 
and more resources and utilize theme for earning better 
livelihood. 

Literacy as the foundation for al] further learnings, 
perceived internationally gives people the tools, knowl 
and confidence to improve their livelihoods to participat 
more actively in their society and to make informed choic 
and it is emphasized that in today's knowledg 
Literacy Skills are more vital than ever (cf. 
Back blurb). 

modern 
ume that 

nan 
n abl 

prograrnm 
th 
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ducation with dear perception would certainly bring the real 
fruits. Therefore, it is highly essential to assess the perceotion 
level of the tribal people on modern education 
with the reasons of non-enrolment, absenteeism low retention, 
and dropout amon2: the tribals in general and tribal girl pupil 

in particular. 
6.2 Perception of Tribal Parents on Modem Education 

The perception of parents on modern education differs. 
While some perceive it positively some are absolutely against 
this. There are, some who have mixed perceptions toward 
this, ie those who have positive as well as negative attitu 
towards this. This attitudinal difference, however, has been 
cropped up due to lack of proper awareness and realization 
of benefits of modern education at their end .... 

The parents ha 

Th 

u 
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f 17 individual perceptions hav 
f these, 11 are in on 

negative (Table : 6.2). The oosin 
them are: 

ut into the pictur .... 
nd the rest 

tions as f ocu 

1, 
2) 

It would civilize on .... , 
It would help one t 
farnilv, 
It would help one to get emp1 
It would help 

and earn for th 

) 

4) 

and earn for 
with th 

I., 
, 

, It" 
6) It 

7) 

unt cash, 

) n 

10) It woul 
11 

ms/ 

. 1n 
h 

n 

Ian 

negauve perceptions as pointed out by the 
informant 

12) It would make a loss of manpo,\'er of the Iarnilv 
.•.. it ting, 

13) It would make a loss of manpo,ver for a~rkultur~l 
work, 

14 



1 

16) It would lead one to get detached from its parents/ 
whole, 

• 17) It tA!rnil<I IPad one to become wavward if he / sh 
d ~ - . 

the total 11 positive perceptions, the initial 9 ar 
- t 

reau 
ir children. 
1 

tr 



1 

l rem ., 
life sustairun 
urvival. Th 

in culti ther 

u 
consumption and sell out th 
obtaining other essential ho 
their survival. Th 

urpl 
hold 

. tr 
n 
r 
r 

bird 

n 
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various individual affairs So, in this context ther 
per cent of informants who understand that 
make one to sign his / her 
therwise as illiterates th 

In tribal th un t 

inted out earl 
fore that 

hav 

m 
t 
u 



171 

e realized that on 
their children 

Ther 

that th 

r 

r 

famili 
other factors. 
for children 
r for outsid . 

I 

this is true in 
parents al 
provid 

ren ar 
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attending to other household chor 

b 
measures. Mor 
become hard for th 

ti 
ti 

th 
d lif, 

, 

communit 
JI th 

1t for att in2 to their 



Education . l 

oreover, traditionally th 
t them, the size of 
rKmg abili , 

bility is not ordinarlj 
price in case of educated on 
educated in this front. On th 

ms. 

6.3 Cultural Milieu and Gender Discrimination on 
Education 

As pointed out in the introductory chapter all th 
ample tribal communities are patriarchal, patrilineal and 
patrilocal in nature. Under this social system th 
members remain as the authority of the famil 
they control over all the familial 
The line 

not 
rt 

. "'naer 
1n 
t 
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In tribal societies, the dau 
-range of domestic as well a 
marriag .... 

l 

m. 

so that they can man a 
demands of life indepen 
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1 . 

fter 

other rituals, she has to d 
th 

parents in arranging 
mount of bride pri 
above her ownself in 
wn life in future in 

Un 
nclu 

t ,, 

dlv duet 
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other such agents of 
cieties, the father 
uch they act as th 
the familv level d 
member 
hown hu t'h~ m:1lP hP~tic:: nf thP familv. So a zirl child cannot 

n 

rri 
tate, Uk 

Munda, Sabara and Santai 
who have done their work 
communities of the state, lik 
Gonda, Kawar, Kharia, Ki 
Mundarl, Oraon, Shabar ... , 
The social situations ar 
ituaticn-I 

un .......• , 

fr 

th 
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b) Both daughter 
c) One son and one daughter 

Situation -II 
'After providing education and other lif, 

incentives free of cost, government 
nly for one of them and in that c 

choice (Opened only to those parents wh 
on and one daughter under situation-I)?' 

a) Son 
b) Daughter 
) Whoever studies better 

Situation-III 

ur ~ 
non, 

uppo 
daughter and 

onlv 2 children; on 

also provide essential lif 
to one of them. In that 

n ana on 
id 
uld 

of cost 

n 
b hter 

, 

parents, 
to have th 
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mor unoer Situation II and 111 
ll the 50 n;1 rPnts \VhO h 

ituation I, th . 
total 2 educated children; one son and 
the employment facility, astonishingly 45 or 
them opted to avail the opportunity in favour of their son 
and there is not a single parent; neither father nor mother 
who liked to get the opportunity in favour of his/her 
daughters (Table 6.3.2). Moreover, the findings under 
Situation Ill suffice the fact that the tribal parents posses 
negative attitude towards educating their girl children. Under 
this situation, however, when the parents were asked t 
choose only one child of the total hypothetical p 
only 2 children; one son and one daughter, to avail th 
educational opportunity and the parents wanted to ba2 th 
opportunity in favour of their sons and ther 
opted to avail the opportunity for his / her 
6.4). These field realities also more or less corroborate th 
findings of Behura and Mohanty (2005) and Mohantv and 
Biswal (2007). However, when one gives a 
the data available in Table 7.3.1. and 7.3. 
more mothers than fath 
their girl children. 

6.4 Awareness Level of Parents on Important Educational 
and Employment Facilities for Tribal Children 

f children i 

n 
th to remain hn)!. l 
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natl 
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increasing enrolment and retention I 
n 1n 
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for gettin 
in publi r, th 
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are of the fact that ther r th 
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nt 

l 

u 

are r 
1 

u f 

6.5 pectations /Ambitions of Parents from Their 
chookhildren 

their 
n ror 
ul 1n 

n 

l 
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r 
ar 

ided in Tabl 
fboth ren 

of 
Th 

1) 
ii) 

re mterr 

ilized, 

total number 
in natur ..... 

communicate with the outsid 
from exploitation from th 

iii) That they would get empl 

iv) That thev would form SH 
) That they would do busin 
i) That they would become th 

PRI members. 

th 

, transact 
unt cash, 

tivelv. remain fr 

d, 
and earn for them 

pr 

n 
ha nt. 

lh~ll 
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their 

education. 

are d 

wh 
unl 
wh 
th 
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their girl children 
better once th 

and 

that 
th 
f th 

f their eirl children 

th 
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uthority and thi 
ducat 

There are wide ranges of employment opportunity for 
the educated persons. But the ambitions of these parents for 
their girl schoolchildren are only confined to some low level 
jobs, Like school teacher, school peon or cook, nurse. azanwadi 
workers etc. since they come in contact with th 
these occupations frequently in their daily life an 
that higher level jobs are unattainable for them. 

6.6 Ambition of Tribal Girl Schoolchildren 

mbition of parents from their schoolchil 
mbition of schoolchildren from education r 

f both 

\ 

h 
mna t 

hng n?n,:111 
lunch hour , t 
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man r of the famil 
l 
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.25%) 1n babysetting, (b) It 
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) 

i) 

l 
0 o,, 

ii) 
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that thtttr 
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by parents who expect that they would remain free from 
the burden of providing them lunch at home (63.75%) 
There are, however, 56.25 per cent of parents wh 
that their schoolchildren be able to sign their names / 

nd 
utsiders etc. Other expectations for their girl 

hildren include: 
employment (24.38%) and PRI member 
business (4.06%) etc, 

ix) That there are 10.63 per cent of parents who have an 
concrete expectation from their schoolchildren rather 
they are sending them to school since others send their 
children to it. 

) That while most of the boy sch 
an ambition that they would aet a 100 arrer rnerr 

their education. 

pending upon th 
that most of the tribal 

nefi 
attitud 

frin 
h 

.. ~h 
r . 

11 I 

r. th 
t ·'" hich 
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oryof Paren 
Table 6.1 

ccording to Their Perceptions on Modem Education 

nt percentage 

Figure: 6.1 
Perceptions of Fathers on 

Modem Education. 
D 

Figure: 6.2 
Perceptions of Mothers on 

Modem Education. 

0 

■Po9l 
70 

Perception dem Education. 



190 uld 

able 6.2 



Pere, pt 1011 o 191 

15 

17 21 
(IJ 13) 

in parenth represent percent 

Table 6.3 (a) 
Attitude of Parents on Educating Girls Children under Social 

ituation I (a) : Choosing 2 Children of 4, 2 Sons and 2 
Daughters for Getting Education for Them Absolutel 

of Cost 

t 
nun I u (10.71) 

ote: Fiaures in parenth nt 
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Table 6.3 (b) 
Attitude of Parents on Educating Girl Children under SociaJ 

Situation [(b): Choosing Only One Child for Getting Employment 
of the Total Two Educated Children [opinion of parents who have 
chosen one son and one daughter for getting education free of cost 

under situation : I(a).] 

Choices Parents from feeder 
vi111gtS of SSD DeptL 

School 

Fuents from feed er 
vill1l~ of SME Dept 

hoot 

Tobi 

Father 
tN=l8) 

(1) (2) 
Son 

2 
(11.11) 

l I 3 I 2 
(10.00) (10 71) (13.33) 

2 
(9.09) (12 12) 

Note : Figures in parentheses represent percentag 

Table 6.4 
Attitude of Parents on Educating Girl Children under Social Situation JI : 

Choosing Only One child of the Total 2 Children : One Son and On 
Daughter for Getting Education Absolutely Free of Cost 

F.ither I Mothu 
(N-,0) (NalO) 

(1) U) 0) 

Son ao I ao I 160 
(I 00.00) (t OO.A)O) (1 OO.A)O 

Diughtu 

AnyoM 
whontr 
ttudyina 
brttff 

in parenth 
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II 
ENROLMENT, RETENTION, DROPOUT AND 
THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AMONG ST 

GIRL STUDENTS 

7.1 Enrolment Level and the Seasonal 
T Girl 

7.1.1. Enrolment Level 

nrolment is the most 

is in one v 
retention l 

the whol 

than 

tribal 



nt studv finds th ad 

th 
t 

7.1.2. Seasonal Absenteeism 

nrollin 

. But the mott 
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rat 
absenteeism among their b 
girls of the non-ST communiti 
with them. In this context, th 
among the ST and non-ST b 
ME Department school 

7.2(b) respectively and 
presented graphically through bar diagrams as in Frzur 
7.2(a), 7.2(b ), 7.3(a), 7.3(b ), 7.4(a) and ~ -l(b ). 

prominent than the rest two and therefore, ordinaril 
the people. These are: summer, rainy, winter and autumn. In 
eastern Indian states, particularly in Orissa, ordinaril 
ummer is felt for three months from the month of April t 

f 
~ ut thi 
ritv durin 

th1 
f 62 tribal 
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rrigation facilities and other reasons includin 
next season. Field 
umm 

r the whole of the rainv season, 
k 
rt 

harvested by the month of 
'--"' • .._,,., •...•.•• b "4'-._ •.•.•. ,. __ --· ·-------- -r -- -- ,I l 

the autumn 
eason. Thus, the tribals require heavy manpowe: 
th - l • • ' 

I ,., ,l ,. - • 

July-September and also from Uctober-uecem 
observe a number of tairs an 

tin 
' 

ith their 
rvea with high 

II the villagers includ ina th 
L"-.&._ ...., • .,,.,.. •••- •••---• --------- - their fa I rs an 

entr . . . . . I __ ..J - 

- ·- ,,,,,.. .... mor 

attendance in sch 
out from their schools. Their ab 
trend depending upon their economic and 
practi 
7.1.2(a) Absenteeism among ST Girl and Other Students in 
SSD Department School 

ble 7.2la) shows that in the last a 
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7.1.2(b) Ab m among ~T Girl and Other Students an 
hools. 

Th ther students who have rem 
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d absent 
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7.30 per cent 
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re analys1sea 1n r ne ano ve secnon and when th 
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picture emerges. It is found that of the total enrolment, a 
high as 81.56 per cent of non-ST girl students have retained 
in Class-Il. Their percentage of retention, howe 
to 72.72 in Class-HI, 68.18 in Class-TV and 50.4 
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• That the dropout rate among the ST girl students is much 
higher as compared to the non-ST 2"irl students. 

• That when 54.02 per cent of ST girls are found to be a 
the dropouts in Class-V. it comes to 29.17 for the non· 
girl students in the same class thereby showing a hu 
difference of about 25 percentage ooints between these 
two groups of girl students. 

7.2.3 Trends of Retention and Dropout between ST Girl 
Students of SSO and SME Department Schools 

Data on the trends of retention and dropout between ST 
girls of SSD and SME Department schools are pres.ented in 
Flow-Chart 7.3 and the trends are shown in Figure 7.7(a) and 
7.7(b) through bar diagrams. It is observed from the said chart 
that the retention percentage of ST girl students is more in 
Class-Il (68.47°/o) in SSD Department schools than those in 
the schools managed by SME Department (66.67%). But an 
opposite trend is observed to be there for Class-Ill and Cl 
IV. However, finally in Class-V the retention percenta 
the ST girl students is found to be higher at 48.42 in 
Department schools than SME Department schools at 45.2v, 
This, otherwise, speaks that the overall percentage of dropout 
among the ST girl students in SSD Department schools is lower 
to those in SME Department schools in the last class of nnm 
level, ie Class-V. 

The trends of retention and dropout between total girl 
and boy students of Sf and non-ST communities are present 
in Flow-Chart 7.4 and the sectoral differences are shown in 
Figures 7.8(a), 7.8(b), 7.S(c) and 7.S(d). 
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Figure 7.6 (a) : 
Trends of Retention between ST Boy and ST 

irl Children in SME Deptt. School 
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Figure 7.6 (b) : 
Trends of Dropout between ST Boy and ST 
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Figure 7.7 (a) : 
Trends of Retention between ST 

Girls of SSD and SME Deptt. School 
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Class-wis 
Table 7.3(a) 

cademic Result of ST Girls in SSD Department School 
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Figure:7.10 (a) 
Academic Performance of ST Boy and ST Girl Students in SME 
Department Schools : Students Securing more than 60 Percentage 

of Marks in the Last Annual Examinatioa 
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• Figure: 7.l0(b) 
Academic Performance of ST Girl and Non-ST Girl Students in 
SM6 Department Schools : Students Securing more than 60 
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Figure: 7.11 
Academic Perfomunce of ST Girl Students in SSD and 

Departments Schools: Pupils Securing more than 60 Percentage of 
Marks in the Last Annual Examination. 

Figure:7.12 
Academic Performance of ST Boy and ST Girl Students in 

All Schools of the Both the Departments : Studen 
more than 60 Percentage of Mark .... 
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VIII 
CAUSES OF DROPOUT, 

NON-ENROLMENT AND ABSENTEEISM 
AMONG TRIBAL GIRL CHILDREN 

8.1 Reasons of Dropout 

Right perception on school or modern education, 
uccessful completion of schoolin 
benefits of education ar 
Therefore, the perceptions of parents on this education, most 
often drive their children either in the right or in the wron 
direction depending upon their positive or negative outl 
In this context, the perceptions of the tribal parents on school 
education and their attitude towards educating girl children 
in gender perspectives have already been discussed vivi 
from different angles in Chapter VI and it is found that even 
though many of them bear positive perceptions on thi 
ducation, most of them are not in favour of girl' 
mainly because of their societal and other correlat 
Whoever, on the other hand send their girl children to school, 
do not keep any concrete ambition for their girl schoolchildren 
and in the succeeding chapter, that i 
enrolment and dropout rates are pointed out in greater details. 
The findings, however, point out that the rate of dropout 
mong the girls is more than their boy counterparts. Th 
reasons for this, apart from their poor attitude towards 2ir'-' 
ducation, are many. These, of cou 
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into consideration, several factor 
responsible for the dropout of pupils ~c: ;\ whnl». But the ooor 
conomic condition is found to be the most important reason 
for this since majority of the populace reside in rural ba 
and the economic condition of most of these people is not 

und. 1n this context, the Government of India, vide it 
Education (Kothari) Commission (1966), points out that 
dropout among the schoolchildren mainly, that is m 
cent of cases, takes place due to poverty of parents. In 
tudy conducted by NCAER in 1994, it is also point 
that economic factors are more important than an 
factors for this (cf. Tilak; 2006:38). This is of 

mean 

nd 
1 
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the 'other reasons' that are not highlighted rather grou 
together account for as high as 21.6 per cent (Table 8.2 and 
Figure 8.3). Here a moot point comes into the fore; when th 
factor of sibling care has been placed as a reason of dropout 
of schoolchildren with the least importance which is pl 
by only 0.3 percentage of the resf>ondents, what are the 'other 
independent reasons', each of which might have been rocu 
by merely either 0.2 or 0.1 percentage of the respondents wh 
accumulated to as high as 21.6 percentage of the whole sarnpl 
taken into consideration. If, each of the other reasons had been 
highlighted by 0.2 percentage of parents at the optimal level, 
then there would have been at least 108 independent 
in the minimum possible extent and all those should 
into the fore for knowing the field realitv and thereb 
the planning proc 

n 

data 
with 

num 

n 
d \UJS\'11 
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It is learnt from the data available in Table 8.3.3 that th 
parents have cited a total number of 29 reasons that have been 
held responsible for the dropout of their children from school. 
On the other hand, the dropouts have placed 27 reaso 
against 26 pointed out by the teachers for this. Irrespective of 
the opinions of these three categories of respondents, a total 
number of 29 reasons have come out into the picture and th 
could be categorized into 10 different groups as follows: 

(i) Nature of society and culture, 
(ii) Education of parents, their perception on school/ modern 

ducation and its utility, 
(iii) Local economy and economic condition of paren_., 
(iv) Local physiography, ecolozv and location of sch 
(v) 
(vi) 

(ix) 
(x) 

f teachers, an . 
1...., • 



Gw nrolment nnd ..... 2 

(A) Pull Facto 

The pu 11 fact 
attending school 
These include th ..., 
(1) Attainment of adulthood, 
(2) Collection of Non-Timber Forest Produces for the famil,, 
(3) Completion of the desired level of stud,, 

istract th 
them to b 

(4) Disinterest of the child in studie .... , 
(5) Early marriag ... , 
(6) Engagement in agricultural 
7) Engagement in daily household 

taking care of younger sibling 
(8) Goat /sheep herding, 
(9) Illness of self, 
(10) Illness of family members / death of parents or Iamil 

member ... , 
(11) Inability of parents to provide kerosene oil for stu 

during the evening hour, 
(12) indifferent attitude of parents/ lack of interest of parent 

in the education of children 
(13) Jungle road / difficult terrain to reach sch 
(14) Lack of friends to accompany for attendinz the school. 

11th 
aJphabetic 
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Cau 3 

ducation among high masses of illiterates of th 
community, often creates a feeling of achieving a lot, and t 
elation followed by lack of back up from the family member 
necessitates them to remain away from further studies. Under 
uch a situation, 29.62 per cent of the respondents have otnn 
that completion of the desired level of education an 
of necessity of further education has resulted in m 
concerned away from their schools. Contrary to this, in 22. 
per cent of cases, dropout has taken place because of their 
disinterest in schooling. This however, comes as the 6th pull 
factor of dropout among the concerned children but dropout 
is witnessed to have taken place in 24.18 per cent of 
primarily due to indifferent attitude of parents or their 
disinterest in education of their daughters. This counts t 
as the 5th pull factor responsible for the cause concerne ..... 

Tribal habitations are most often situated in forest 
dominated areas having different hilly terrains. While jungl 
roads create fear of wild animals during rainy season it 
becomes very difficult on the part of young schoolchildren t 
cross over these hurdles for reaching their schools (7th pull 
factor). 

Orissan trib rly marriage. Th 
in2 the first 

uch a 
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marriage, like marriage by capture, marriage b 
marriage by intrusion apart from marriages b 
including the most gentle form of arranged marria 
all these traditional forms of marriage most often stand against 
schooling of the girl children. However, the indigenou 
marriage systems that affect the schooling of these children 
could be visualized from three different psycho-social 
perspectives as follows: 
(i) Getting prepared the girl children for marriage at an earl 

age by parents. 
(ii) Getting psychologically ready for marriage at an early 

age,and 
(iii) Getting one girl for marriage by force through captur ... , 

depending upon the wish of the capturer. 
f th 
tribal 
old 

that in som 
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hoo, H.M., Nabin ..... 
thi and Mrs. Sandhayrani Mohanty, Asst. Teacher 

Mahulbani New Primary School under Kaptipada bl 
Mayurbhanj district, Mani Soren daughter of Naran 
Mahulbani village, a Santali tribal girl, aged about 12-1 
was studying in Class III in the said school during 2007. Sh 
was on the verge of her puberty but unfortunately sh 
captured by one Boka Murmu of Bhutasahi for marriage earl 
in 2007 and this led the girl dropped from the school. But 
what was actually a matter of more serious concern that th 
concerned girl expired on 6th March 2007, since as explain 
by the informants, the girl could not physically cope with th 
libido of her husband who captured her. However, 
though in many cases, early marriage takes plac 
culture, practically marriage at the age of 12-13 is rar 
occurrence of death due to early marriage is very rare. But 
ince attainment of adulthood is of great significance in tribal 
culture, it has caused to 13.04 per cent of girl children t 
remain away from school permanently as dropouts (8th pull 
factor) and certainly either practically getting married at an 
rly age or getting prepared for marriage has tea 11.~ per 

cent of the girl schoolchildren out from their schools (9"' pull 
factor). 

Most the tribal habitats are malari 
f the tribal pupils often suffer fr 
ther diseases and th 
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treatment. Longer absence due to both of th 
ill at the first and remaining ab 
for illness often lead the girls t 
has caused to drop 11.41 per cent of them from their 
(10th pull factor). Moreover, the tribal schoolchildren 
themselves from their studies at school when anv of their 
family members fall ill for a long time or die for any cau 
and this caused to drop 10.87 per cent of them from their 
schools (11 °' pull factor). 

Many of the tribes rear goat and sheep etc. 
numbers for own consumption and also for busin 
and these are herded either by th 
households or by one member of each owrung nousenoro on 
rotation basis. Since these animals are controllable by th 
young girls, they are often employed to herd these at vill 
ites. Often the poor households also employ their 
choolgirls for this purpose and this practice 1 
concerned girls to remain out of their schooling. Thi 
however, been responsible for the dropout of 8.70 per cent of 
girls from their schools (12th Pull factor). 
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Pull - Push Factors: 

includ 

(1) Ill performance / failure / reoeatcd failure in 
mination. 

(2) High self-esteem and development of inferiority compl 
ttitude of teachers or 

(3) 
( 4) Lack of school dr 
(5) Lack of study books / materiaL, 
(6) Long distance of school, and 
(7) Long absenteeism, 
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(i) Opinion of the Never Enrolled Girl Children on Their 
on-enrolment in School 

The never enrolled zirl children hav 
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(ii) Opinion of Parents of Never-enrolled Girls on 
enrolment of Their Daughter 

he opinions of the parents of non-enroll 
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in disguise. Moreover, since most often thi 
practically followed in practice, and on the 
remains hard for a child to remember the re 
absences, here, it is tried to find out the reason 
absences among the sample pupils and as provided in 
8.9, a total number of 14 reasons have come out into th 
picture. [n chronological order of importance, th 
agricultural necessities (22.50%), call to sit with younger 
babies and thereby let parents to meet some unavailable duti 
(12.50%), call of parents for uncertain matters (11.25%), 
observance of rituals or fairs and festivals either at th 
household, lineage or village level (10.00%), call to accompan 
mothers or any other family members for collection of minor 
forest produce or making of leaf cups, plates for selJin 
purpose (8.75%), attending upon the visiting relati 
r visiting relative's home (6.88%), meeting the desire t 

mother or family members (6.25%), call to remain at horn 
because of illness of family members (6.88'}~), illness of self 
(5.00%), call to carry loads of gifts to relative's home or 
carrying loads to and from the weekly markets (4.35%), failur 
to do home work (1.88%), washing of school dress (1.88o/c 
nd conflict with peers (I .25%). 



nrolmmt mrd . 71 

.1 
Main Reasons for not 
who have dropped 

tional famil 

urrentl 
f th 

h l (for children 
t 

) 

figur~8.1: 
of Dropout among Bovs at School 



272 

Main Reasons of Drop iris at school I 1 in lndi •• , 

• 

_oa. 
" 

• 

Table: 8.2 
lchildren in Ori 

Pe~nla 

\ 



Causes of Dropout, Non-enrolment and ........ 273 

Table : 8.3 (a) 
Reasons of Dropout among ST Girl Dropouts in SSD Deptt. School 

I. ultgory utegory / Ru.sons Opinion of Opinion o( 
o. •Wisf l'tttntsl Dropouts 

SI. No. Gurdiw (N:a80l Tue.hen 
(N:801 <N•2t> 

(I) (2) ll) (4) (5l (6) I m 
A. PULL FACTORS 

Attawnent o{ adulthood I 6 I I 6 I 12 I 10 

2 2 Coll«tion ol NTFP 36 17 98 ) 
(~500) (70.83) (5316) 

) 3 

~ 4 I Osntmslrd in studaes 18 16 4 36 6 
(22.5) (2000) (I (19.87) 

E.lrly OWNgt custom 9 10 19 7 
(11 ~, (10.33) 

6 6 Engagement Ill 49 38 16 IQ3 I 2 
,griru!turaJ work ~, own (61.25) (V.50) (66..67) (S59S) 
f.arm and "' mt fitld ol 
othmforasne, 

7 I 7 I Engagtment ln dilly I 52 I 4.l I 16 I Ill 
~dlOffS/ (6i00) ( 5175) ( 66.67} ( (i()JJ) 

homtd . 
cipumts 
rt 

8 a GoaVshttp hmt111g 2 7 3 u 10 
(l5 JS) (12.50) 6.Sl) 

9 9 lllnmoiwlf 7 8 I 16 9 14 
(8.75) 10.00) (tl7) cvo, 

10 10 mnr.ss °' t,Jnlly 8 s ) 19 7 12 
mmiffl / dnlh o{ {10.00) (1000) (12.50) (10.33) 
bmt mntt)ffl 

11 I 11 INbwtv o{ Nl'ffl!S to 1 2 2 s 12 12 
(1.25} (l5) (U)) (2.12) 

12 12 13 JS I I) I ~, 
(l!JS) I °'PfflNI I I 

13 

II I 11.o(l " - " I I ~ I 
l1J) I ;~ I I )4 j ti 1· 
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17 I 3 Fear o( punishmmt / 9 9 3 21 ~ 11 

evoollon of (ear o( (11.25) (1115) (125) (1141) 

le3dmg dlSClphned 
school hfes!):le I I I I 4 I Irregular / lllSuffioml I I ') I li I 21 

(115) 

19 I 5 I Lad of Job alter I 40 I 7 .;s I 2 I 6 
(5000) (115) (2917) 

20 I 6 I Language probl.em / I 8 10 4 22 ] 10 

inabthty to comprehmd (10.00) (125) (1 

adun 
21 I 7 I Malana prone are.a and 1 6 I 13 I 6 

Lxk of suffioetl funds {115) (25 00) (7.(17) 

for treatment of ailing 
pupils / lack oi 
treatment prm'lSIOO of 
ailin at __ 

22 I 
- - I I 8 I Mismatch of sdm 22 9 Ill ~q I 5 

hohday'S with local fair (27.50) (11.25) 

and festivals 
C. PULL- PUSH FACTORS 

231 l I ru ~ /Failure I 7 I (1tis) I 3 I 19 I 2 I 1. 

/Rtpeattd f.ulutt in (8.75) (I 
tomlNtions 
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~elopmmlof (2.S} (75) (33.ll) (8.}0} 
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L- 
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- 21 I s 
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Note : Figures in percentage represent 
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Table : 8.3 (b) 

of Dropout among ST Girl Dropout 
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Main Reasons for 
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IX 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND CONCULSION 

9.1 Summary of Findin 
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(iv) To find out the ambition of parents from their s?irl 
hoo lchild ren, 

(v) To find out the knowledge base of parents and children 
on the available educational and emolovment facrlin 
for the promising ST girl children, 

(vi) To find out the level of enrolment, seasonal absenteeism, 
dropout and the academic performance amonz th 
irl children, 

(vii) To find out the reasons of absenteeism, dropout and non 
nrolment among the ST girl children, and 

(viii)To provide a recipe for strengthening the functional level 
f schools and how the mission of educating the ST 2irl 

children could be pocketed within the project 
schedule. 

(i) That the study is conducted in two districts of th . 
)- 

r 
- - -- - • latter 
n"". 
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ntly conrinuin 
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- lites and PRI Members. and (via) the sch 
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he summery of finding 
below under the following headings: 

A. Important Constitutional Measures Mission, 
and Programmes of the Ministry of Human R 
Development and the Ministrv of Tribal 
Department 

(1) The important 
r indirectly m 

employment interest 
Art - 164-A, Art·330, 

hem 
ourc 
fair 

nal an 
rt 16(4), 
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(c) Perception of Parents on Modem or School Education 
and Their Awareness Level on Educational and 
Employment Facilities and Expectation from Their Girl 
Schoolchildren 

1. 

2. 
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uld do teachership followed by 2 5 per cent who hav 
n ambition that thev would become PRI mern 
their education 

nrolment Level, Seasonal Absenteeism, Rate of 
ropout and Retention 
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Appendix - 3.2 
e Literacy Rates in Orissa and Sample Districts (2001) 

Rura] I Urban 

Appendix - 6.1 
Class-wise Number of ST Boy and Girl Students in Orissa, 2006. 

Class Boys Girl 
(1) (2) (3) 
I 1648864 
lI 131350 1209 
HI 124284 114147 
IV 99770 84 
V 86999 72626 

Total 607267 546307 
(52 64) (47.36) 

Source: OPEPA - leaflet, 2007. 
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