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Foreword

At the outset, it gives me a great pleasure to know that the Tribal Cultural
Research & Training Mission (TCR&TM) of Tribal Welfare Department,
Government of Andhra Pradesh, and the Centre for Regional Studies (CRS),
University of Hyderabad, have jointly organised the national seminar with
Andhra University and Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh on the
larger theme of Tribal Policies and Programmes in India: Regional Reflections
in the Context of Globalisation. Further, it is indeed a laudable step in
bringing out the various papers presented by numerous scholars from
different Indian universities to disseminate the best practices of the imple-
mentation of various tribal programmes in Indian states into a publication
comprising four edited volumes for wider utility.

As a forwarding step towards this objective of the seminar,
Dr V. Srinivasa Rao, who is the coordinator of the seminar and also the
editor of this book, has succeeded to attract academic insights on tribal
issues from around eighty scholars who obtained expertise on their
research. The outcome of this seminar is not only to present the scholars’
research findings on tribal issues but also to publish their research findings
in four edited books.

The present volume entitled Disadvantaged Tribes of India: Regional
Concerns consists of 19 chapters, excluding the Introduction chapter. These
chapters provide a critical insight to understand the regional concerns on
tribal issues in India. The research findings are very important from the
policy formulation point of view. The current book offers a fairly compre-
hensive account of a wide range of issues. These chapters bring together
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various tribal issues in a multidisciplinary format spanning a range of disci-
plines such as anthropology, ecology, history, public policy, social work, and
sociology.

[ am sure that these publications will definitely be useful to understand
the tribal issues on various domains and to formulate appropriate policies
and schemes for the development of Scheduled Tribes in India in general
and of Andhra Pradesh in particular.

Kantilal Dande, IAS
Secretary to Government
Department of Tribal Welfare
Government of Andhra Pradesh



Preface

Why are scheduled tribes disadvantaged community? To have best possible
(multiple) answers to this question, one has to read the chapter “Tribal
Tragedies in Independent India’ written by Ramachandra Guha (2016) in
his book Democrats and Dissenters. He, in this chapter, beautifully narrated
nine historical reasons (‘tragedies’ in his language) why are tribals in India
deprived or disadvantaged or dishonoured or excluded (or any other such
terms can be used). I do not quote them all here in verbatim, but try to
paraphrase in a couple of lines. As India industrialised, the tribals have been
losing their homes and livelihoods due to projects, dams, mines for the
benefit of non-tribals. The tribals in India do not have an ‘Ambedkar’ who
can mobilise all of them to one roof. Their geographical locations, false
approach by the personnel in revenue, education, health departments,
traditional livelihood practices that cannot be transferred to the new
economy, influence of Maoists, invisibility of tribal issues in the national
media are some of them. When we closely examine these, we can easily state
that it has been the state, market and even civil society that are the reasons
for the disadvantage of the tribes (pp. 126-7).

The Introduction chapter of this book has provided many evidences to
remind how the tribal regions in India are naturally well off, and how these
natural resources are being diverted to the interest of non-tribal devel-
opment. The World Bank (2011) study which was published by Oxford
under the title Poverty and Social Exclusion in India has provided a compre-
hensive analysis on the reasons for tribal exclusion in India. The report
found that ‘... a complex set of contravening forest laws means they are
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confronted by barriers in selling their produce from the land, perhaps
explaining the high poverty rates among STs in rural areas. Most tribals,
therefore, end up migrating, leaving their forest lands to work as casual
laborers in urban centers’ (p. 10). While arguing on the roots of tribal depri-
vation in India, the report strongly holds that ‘their traditional dependence
on land and forests and their widespread displacement from these areas
have changed the nature of the relationship tribals share with their land’
(p- 10). These interventions by the state pushed the tribals to high poverty
in some of the states.

Whether the role of ‘fourth estate’ is an advantage or disadvantage to
the tribal cause? How frequently that we watch or read the tribal issues in
our national media? How does media take the responsibility of tribal
advocacy to the foreground? These are important questions while to under-
stand whether the media is part of the big capital or giving capital
punishment to the big capital on behalf of the tribes in India. While
answering to all these questions, Sudhir Pattnaik, in the chapter written by
him ‘Tribal Rights and Big Capital: Critical Reflections on the Growing
Dichotomy and Role of Corporate Media’ to the edited volume Adivasi Rights
and Exclusion in India by V. Srinivasa Rao (2019), says that:

... the media in tribal areas reflect a dehumanized and highly insensitive
approach. They don’t consider tribal communities as human beings who
have equal rights to live a dignified life. There was a time when media
was confined to print media only. The approach of media to any issue in
tribal areas was based on the assumption that they were all ignorant and
anything they did was viewed from the perspective of the enlightened
souls whose mission was to drive out ignorance and illiteracy. This was
very close to the dominant worldview on tribes which worked for
mainstreaming them. Now tribes are viewed as people sitting over
resources with primitive lifestyles and preventing finance capital from
making use of it for maximising profit (pp. 151-2).

Who are the actors against tribal cause that one could find clearly
from the above brief analysis? It reveals that the actors, who undoubtedly
are not so much interested on the issues of tribal betterment, are state,
market and media. These actors are believed to be the strong pillars in a
democratic state. Just imagine, if these strong pillars are acting against the
tribal cause, what could be the better answer to the question ‘Why are
scheduled tribes disadvantaged community?’ raised in the beginning of
this Preface? Therefore, the title of this book is Disadvantaged Tribes of
India: Regional Concerns.

Most of the chapters in this volume are micro-level studies with
reference to a particular region or a tribe. However, the chapters in the part
one of this volume are of policy concern at national importance. The tribal
issues discussed in this volume are culture, development, globalisation,
health, identity politics, language, policy, poverty, violence and women with
reference to a particular region or with a specific tribe in most cases. While
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building various arguments by the authors in their chapters on the issues
concerned, the role of state-market-media is in forefront, either directly or
indirectly. Therefore, the interconnection and role of these three would
always be debated while discussing tribal issues in Indian context. I hope
the observations made by each author in their respective chapter in this
volume will help the ‘state’ to execute better policies, the ‘market’ to ponder
upon corporate responsibility, and the ‘media’ to review their stand of
advocacy on behalf of the silent community to transform the disadvantaged
tribes to the advantaged tribes of India.

V. Srinivasa Rao






Acknowledgement

Editing a book is an endeavour with a great challenge and its success purely
depends on authors’ contribution and their cooperation. I really appreciate
and thank each and every author who contributed the paper for building
this volume. The total of 19 papers included in this volume were initially
reviewed and sent to the respective authors with comments, observations
and suggestions for improvement. The editor is thankful to the authors for
their timely cooperation. Without their cooperation and contributions, it
would not have been possible to bring out this volume. However, the editor
is not liable in any way for the arguments, discussions and opinions
expressed by the authors in their respective papers in this volume.

I would like to put on record my highest sense of gratitude to TCR&TM,
Tribal Welfare Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh, for giving me
the opportunity to organise the national seminar and publishing this
volume as an outcome of the seminar. I express my thankfulness to Sri E.
Ravindra Babu, the Mission Director, for his encouragement and constant
support to publish this book; Sri Adinarayana Rao Balivada for taking
initiative every time and offering valuable suggestions. Without their
initiative, it would not have been possible to bring out this academic and
research outcome. I could not thank enough Sri V. Chinaveerabhadrudu, IAS,
the former Mission Director, who initially supported this endeavour. I am
thankful to Mr Anand Kumar for his encouragement during the course of
this assignment.

I thank Sri Muddada Ravichandra, IAS, Principal Secretary (Tribal
Welfare), Government of Andhra Pradesh, for writing the Foreword to this



xvi e Acknowledgement

volume. I express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Appa Rao Podile,
Vice-Chancellor, University of Hyderabad; Prof. P.V.G.D. Prasad Reddy,
Vice-Chancellor, Andhra University, for their timely suggestions and
cooperation to accomplish the task of conducting the national seminar
which was a driving force for the outcome of this volume. I thank Prof. Arun
Kumar Patnaik and Prof. Sheela Prasad for constant support; I also thank
Prof. G. Satya Narayana, Principal, College of Arts and Commerce, Andhra
University, for local support.

I appreciate Raghuveer Pinisetty for logistical support in Andhra
University during the course of seminar; Bommaka Shiva Kumar and Boya
Sree Manasa for their academic support. The editor is also thankful to Rawat
Publications, Jaipur, for timely publication.

V. Srinivasa Rao



Editor and Contributors

Editor

V. Srinivasa Rao is Head and Associate Professor in Centre for Regional
Studies, School of Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad. He previ-
ously worked in the Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy (CSSEIP) in University of Hyderabad (2009-2017) and
Maulana Azad National Urdu University (2007-2009). Before he joined
the teaching and research field in the university system, he worked in
CARE-India (2002-2007) on the issues such as education, health, food
security, and livelihood in the tribal areas of Northern Andhra Pradesh
in a project called ‘Sustainable Tribal Empowerment Project’ funded by
the European Union (EU). He edited a book entitled Adivasi Rights and
Exclusion in India (2019), published by Routledge, London. He also
authored two books out of which one is published by the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi. He has
published his research findings in peer-reviewed journals, such as
Economic and Political Weekly, Journal of Educational Planning and
Administration, and Indian Journal of Public Administration.

Contributors

Aniruddha Babar (PhD, MA, LLM, MTh, DHRL) is former Advocate; former
Assistant Professor of Law; founding member of People’s Law Centre,
Mumbai; independent researcher as well as a freelance writer with
interdisciplinary temperament, currently working as Assistant
Professor of Political Science and International Law at Tetso College,
Dimapur, Nagaland. He has a respectable hold on political and
socio-legal philosophy and thoughts, and his research interests include



xviii e Editor and Contributors

international law, tribal studies, south-east Asian studies,
Dr Ambedkar’s thoughts and philosophy, applied politics, idea of justice,
peace and conflict studies, north-east studies, subaltern studies, gender
studies and sexuality, people’s movements, and human rights.

Amrit Barla is a research scholar at Centre for the Study of Social Systems,
School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. His
research interests are indigenous healthcare systems, public health,
medical pluralism, and tribal health.

M.C. Behera, MA, PhD (Economics) from Utkal University, Bhubaneswar,
Odisha, is a Professor of Tribal Studies at Arunachal Institute of Tribal
Studies, Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar. He has been conducting
research on tribal studies from mid-1980s. He has authored/
edited/co-edited 35 volumes on empirical and theoretical issues on
tribal studies, primarily in the context of globalisation. To his credit,
he has about sixty research papers on national and international
topics published in various national and international journals/
periodicals besides contributing to national and international
seminars/conferences in the country and abroad. He is a member of
many professional bodies.

Anil Kumar Biswas, PhD, is a Senior Assistant Professor in the Department
of Political Science, the University of Burdwan, Burdwan, West Bengal.
His research interest is in the area of tribal empowerment, rural devel-
opment, local government, public policies, environmental policies,
women empowerment, and educational policies. He published
Socio-economic Profile of Toto Tribe through Aayu Publication, New
Delhi in 2019. He had contributed 23 chapters in various edited books
and published 21 articles in various national and international
journals. He is an executive member of Bengal Institute of Political
Studies, Kolkata.

Pradip Chattopadhyay is a Professor in the Department of History, the
University of Burdwan, West Bengal. He has been working for the
Adivasis of India for the past twenty years. In addition to writing
several articles in reputed journals and edited volumes, he has also
authored a book entitled Re-defining Tribal Identity: A Probe into the
Identity of the Santhals of South-West Bengal, 2014. As an assistant
editor of the online journal JAIS (Journal of Adivasis and Indigenous
Studies), he is seriously engaged in promoting tribal studies across the
country and abroad.

Amit Kumar Kisku is Professor and Head at the Department of Anthro-
pology, Vidyasagar University. He obtained his PhD from the School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of London. Besides guiding
Masters students, he also guides MPhil and PhD students and regularly
publishes research articles in several national and international
journals and edited volumes. His research interests include community



Editor and Contributors e Xix

forestry, indigenous identity and politics, Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups, architecture, maternal and child health, and
ethnomedicinal practices amongst tribals and other marginalised
communities with particular reference to West Bengal, India.

Subhamay Kisku is presently teaching in the Department of Anthro-
pology at University of Calcutta. Earlier, he taught anthropology at
Haldia Government College. He specialised in social-cultural anthro-
pology. He worked at the Tribal Research Institute of West Bengal. He
published multiple research articles in reputed academic journals
and edited volumes. He has received many national and international
awards. He has experience in extensive fieldwork, project research,
and consultancy.

Abheshek Kumar is a faculty in non-collegiate women’s education board,
University of Delhi. He has done his graduation from Jaunpur
University, Uttar Pradesh and his postgraduation from University of
Delhi in political science. His specialisation is international relations.

Vineetha Menon, Professor, is a social anthropologist and was the Head of
Anthropology Department and Dean of Faculty of Humanities,
Kannur University. She has edited six books and published over thirty
research papers in peer-reviewed journals. She has received Asiatic
Society Dr Panchanan Mitra Lectureship Award for Outstanding
Contribution to Anthropology (2014) and Commonwealth Schol-
arship (1990-1995). Currently, she is a member of the Think Tank,
Anthropological Survey of India.

Sajal Nag is Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at Assam Central
University, Silchar, India. He has published nine books, edited four
books, and published several research articles in his research area.

G.C. Pal is Director of Indian Institute of Dalit Studies, New Delhi. He has
completed his MPhil/PhD in social psychology of education. He has
been a post-doctoral visiting fellow at Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research, and a senior fellow of ICSSR. He has been engaged in inter-
disciplinary research around marginalisation, intersectionality,
vulnerability, exclusion, violence, and public policy. To his credit, he
has written over twenty major research projects, two books, and over
forty research papers in edited books and academic journals and
delivered presentations of over sixty research papers and over ninety
invited lectures in various academic forums.

Raghuveer Pinisetty is a freelance consultant with a decade of successful
work experience with tribals, fisherfolk, leprosy, and HIV/AIDS in the
areas of education, health, capacity-building, and livelihood activities.
He regularly conducts internal wellness campaigns to assist vulnerable
with effective counselling techniques. Raghuveer holds a master’s
degree in social work, psychology, journalism and mass



XX

Editor and Contributors

communication, and MHRM from Acharya Nagarjuna University. He
completed his MPhil from the University of Hyderabad and is currently
pursuing a PhD in the Department of Social Work at Andhra University,
Visakhapatnam.

N. Sudhakar Rao is a former Professor, Department of Anthropology,

School of Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad. He has
published several books and research papers in peer-reviewed inter-
national journals. He was the founder of the CSSEIP in the University of
Hyderabad.

Kamalakanta Roul is an Assistant Professor of Political Science in Kamala

Nehru College, University of Delhi. Roul’s areas of specialisation are
Indian government and politics and political theory. He has
co-authored a book titled Indian Government and Politics in 2012 which
has already gone through five reprints and has three revised and
enlarged editions so far. Roul is a regular contributor to several
research magazines and has presented a number of papers in various
national and international seminars, workshops, and conferences. He
writes as a political commentator in daily English and Odia
newspapers published from Bhubaneswar. Besides, he is also a poet
and has an Odia poetry anthology titled Ninaada published in 2016.

Dharamsing Teron is an indigenous research activist (graduated in History

from Diphu Government College, Gauhati University, 1983) from Diphu,
Karbi Anglong. He has been in the forefront of the autonomy movement
of Karbi people as one of its founding leaders from 1986 and has been
actively associated with the Karbi Youth Festival movement since 1978,
devoted to promote cultural heritages of Karbis. He was elected to the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (1989-1996) and to the Assam
Legislative Assembly (2001-2005). He is the author and editor of the
influential ‘Karbi Studies’ series, which offer critical understanding of
the Karbi people and their culture. His ongoing activities include
documenting Karbi folklore, oral history, and ritual practices. He is the
founder and current Director of ‘Centre for Karbi Studies’ (2015), an
indigenous research initiative based in Diphu.

Akanksha Tirkey belongs to the ‘Oraon Tribe’ of Jharkhand; she was born

and brought up in Ranchi. She completed her Bachelor’s degree in
English from St. Xaviers’ College, Ranchi. She is currently pursuing her
Master’s degree in English from Baranas Hindu University. Having
qualified NET and JRF in June 2019 exam, she aims at doing research in
tribal literature, particularly about Oraon Tribe.

Thangzakhup Tombing has been working as Assistant Professor of Law at

National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam since its
inception in 2011. Tribal customary laws in the north-east, legal
pluralism, and indigenous private international law are his core
research area. He has more than 14 research articles to his credit and



Editor and Contributors e xxi

has attended and participated in more than 25 national and interna-
tional conferences and seminars. After completion of pre-PhD
submission at National Law University, Assam, he is now at the final
stage of his PhD Thesis on the topic Customary Practices among the
Tribes in North East India: Comparative Study of the Khasi, Mizo and
Paite Tribes.

Ritu Sharma has been Assistant Professor in Kalindi College, University of
Delhi since 2015 and has taught in Jamia Millia Islamia University as a
guest faculty. She has done her graduation and post-graduation in
political science from University of Delhi. She has done her PhD on
gender studies from Jamia Millia Islamia University. She has presented
research papers in national and international conferences as well as
written various chapters that were published in different books.

Bommaka Shiva Kumar is pursuing PhD in CSSEIP, School of Social
Sciences, University of Hyderabad. He has published two papers in
edited volumes and also presented papers and participated in various
seminars.

G. Sunitha is pursuing her PhD in the CSSEIP, Social Sciences, University of
Hyderabad.



