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PREFACE

The Assam Institute of Research for Tribals and
Scheduled Castes, Guwahati under the aegis of Ministry of
Tribal Affairs. Gout. of India, have been providing grants-ir
aid to authors for publication of books written on different
aspects of tribals and scheduled castes. The scheme is
basically known as ‘Grants-in-Aid for Literary Works for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes’. The scheme
receives very good response from different authors. In fact,
it is difficult to accommodate all the authors under the
scheme. As a part of this popular scheme, the book on
SOCIO-CULTURAL ACTIVISTS AND REFORMERS
OF THE RABHAS by Dr. M. Gopal Singha has been
sponsored by the Institute for publication. It is expected that
the readers will receive the book with pleasure. We look
forward for comments and suggestions from the readers.

Tam thankful to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. Of
India for providing financial assistance for the scheme. I 2am
also thankful to the Government of Assam, Department of
WP’F & BC for giving financia] assistance for the scheme-
Fmallyz L like to thank M/s. Bohniman Printers, Guwahati
for their help and Co-operation for bringing out’the book.

Dated GuWahati ‘ .
the 16th February, 2006 " Mrs. NDA C[;[azanka
irector
Assam Institute of Research for
Tribals and Scheduled Castes:

Guwabhati-22
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INTRODUCTION

: “Socio-cultural Activists and Reformers of the Rabhas”
is an aﬁgmpt to draw life sketches of pioneering Rabha
personalities who had rendered yeoman's services for socio-
cultural and political development of the Rabhas. The life
sketches of a few pioneers have been published in regional
languages but such life sketches have yet to be focused and
presenteq in English. Keeping this in view, the biography of
a few pioneering personalities have been chosen to sketch
_‘;_C}’IHSI‘{IQH‘D.Q their relevance and importance in the community:
de:ef;g?:lcince of such pioneering personalities towards the
otit tha?t t}e!n of the soclety is glaring. It is pertinent to point
N f f’fu_dy of socio-cultural activists and reformers 15
luminaries ll: {oe e Dot se of the fact that St.lCh
= zve brought about major socio—psychologlcal
structural f} ackward tribal society. The social mobility and
s mC1 anges that have brought about by social activists
Lo ers are based on sacrifice, tolerance, confrontation
DR ¢ protest.,‘chauenges, etc. Hence, the role of such

5INg personalities towards the development of the greater

have Produced a ny
mber of social activi who
have been able to establish nic i e reloreC

and hay B he in local and regional levels
of the co?nfr?;lrllzigkftedllargely In the process of c_:ci;euelopment
deserve aDDreciaﬁm different |eyels and capacities. All of them
contributions tg i gn and need tq highlight their valuable
all such activists ar‘;léoﬂd. But it is not possible to incorporate
Efforts have beep m ?fonners in the present publication-
persons but due f ade tq incorporate more number ©

_ non-avallability of proper information &
N left out in this book. I

depicted in this volume are no longer in this world except
four, There are still a few pioneering personalities whose life
sketches are yet to collect namely Late Purna Chandra Koch,
Adhar Bantho, Abinash Rabha, Rajen Rongkho, etc. No stone
will be left unturn to incorporate these personalities in the
next volume. Besides, it is also sincerely expected to incorporate
the personalities of new generation who have rendered
pioneering works in various levels of society. This volume is
the outcome of eight years long endeavour.

The present book is also the outcome of valuable
suggestions given by a number of eminent personalities like
Dr. Promod Chandra Bhattacharya, Rajen Rabha and Sarat
Chandra Rabha (during their life time), Sri Biren Rabha, etc.
I am particulaily indebted to Sri Listi Rabha Rongkho, Dr.
Upen Rabha Hakacham and Sri Prakash Rabha for their
valuable suggestions. | am also grateful to Smti Anandi Bala
Rabha, Sri Ramesh Sarkar, Sri Sashimohan Santok for
helping me in collecting materials for this book. Many wel-
wishers have also offered their ideas and advice for preparation
of such type of book.

My thanks are due to my wife Dr. Malina Devi Rabha,
without whose help this book could not have been written.
I am also grateful to Smti N. A Hazarika Director, Assam
Institute of Research for Tribals and Scheduled Castes,
Guwahati who has made a major contribution for publication
of the book.

I am also grateful to Bohniman Printers, Guwahati
for timely printing of the book.

Dhupdhara, Goalpara
Assam Dr. M. Gopal Singha



GOBARDHAN SARKAR

The late nineteenth and early twentieth century
marked a great awakening in Rabha socio-cultural devel-
opment. During that period, there emerged a number of
personalities who sacrificed their lives for a better Rabha
society. Late Gobardhan Sarkar was one of the greatest
pioneering social activists and reformers of the period
whose relentless efforts ultimately bore the fruits of social
development. He had been a source of inspiration and
guiding force for the people in general and Rabha
community in particular. As a matter of fact, the commu-
nity regard him as Jatio Jibanar Kandari’

Gobardhan Sarkar, a household name of the
Rabhas was born on 3 October 1897 at Bongaon, a
Rabha inhabited village located in the foothills of Chitolmari
Hillocks of Tiplai in Rangjuli Revenue circle of Goalpara
district. He was the second son of Bangal Rabha and
Sombari Rabha. The newly born baby of the couple was
named ‘Gobar’ (cowdung) as the mother entered cowshed
and cleared cowdung minute before her labour pain and
delivery of the baby.

The early life of Gobardhan Sarkar was very
miserable. He was brought up in his village under the
care of his grandmother — Suwari Rabha as she had lost
his father when he was hardly six years of age. Gobardhan
had also lost his mother just after two years of his father’s
demise. Gobardhan Sarkar started his primary education
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~at Rangjuli. In the school he was very much loved by
the teachers as he was an extraordinary, intelligent and
. meritorious pupil. When he was in class sixth and seventh
standard he had been entrusted with the duty of Monitor
in the hostel. In 1918 after appearing the student
scholarship examination he engaged himself in cultivation
along with his elder brother. At that time, he received @
letter which directed him to join as Headmaster. He was
appointed as Headmaster of Madang Ptimary School. On
31% December 1918 he joined the school and took charge
of Headmaster from Taruni Prasad Das. But it was not
an easy task for Gobardhan Sarkar to render service 25
a teacher'in such a backward and remote village. As 2
dutiful and dedicated teacher he had been able to attract
learr.;ers. His salary was fixed depending on the ratio of
pupils according to the rules prevailing at that time. If 2
girl is admitted in the school| two ‘anna’ (paise) was given
as bonus to the teacher. In order to increase the enrolment
of th.e school he frequently called public. meeting and
convinced the rural masges on the need of education. He
succeeded in his mission and within a short span of time
m;]mbizr of pupils increased to 30. The Sub-Inspector of
school who came for inspection was highly satisfied with

‘ , among the villages and organize
a group of Jatra Gapy (open theatre) under his leadershiP-

Gobardhan Sarkar’s teaching career was furthe!

- . W3S instructed to uridergo Norm@
'lll‘lralnlng at Jorhat in 1921, The ] tto unh_el}r]g instructed
Im to undergo teach S oo wmen |

® training rece; the Deputy
Inspector of Goalpara Sub. iVision érssgf;?r:im immensé
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pleasure that as if his dream became a reality. He set out
for Jorhat on 1¢ January 1921 boarded steamer from
Dolgomaghat for Gauhati and from Gauhati again he
proceeded Jorhat by train. He joined the Jorhat Normal
School on 6" January 1921 for training.

Gobardhan, just after admission into the Jorhat
Normal Training School experienced the caste hatred bias
when he was forced to arrange separate kitchen. He tried
to share in the kitchen. of Sibsagar district where the
Ahoms and Sonowals inmates forbade him. However, he
forcibly managed a part of the kitchen by demarcating
as a boundary as per advice of the hostel superintendent
Prannath Bujurbarua. In course of the training the inti-
macy among the inmates from Goalpara and Dhubri Sub-
divisions grew closer in their friendship and echewed the

caste hatred and began to dine together in a single
kitchen.

With the passing of time the final examination of
the training course was about to commence soon. But
Gobardhan was quite astonished to find a notification
inviting application for further study in the Normal School
after completion of the ongoing training. He immediately
met Prannath Bujurbarua, the superintendent of the
hostel and took his advice. Ultimately he got permission
for reading Normal from Deputy Inspector of Jorhat. In
the meantime, he got scholarship in the Normal Schol-
arship Selection Test by securing highest marks. He along
with Kajiram Das of Rampur in Kamrup district who
promoted to second year class decided to stay together
in a room though arranged separate kitchen in the hostel.
Just after taking admission in the first year class another
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incidence took place. In the hostel, the wave of untouch-
ability flared up again as because Gobardhan belonged
to Rabha community. He was not allowed to use kitchen
_anywhere. The matter was informed to superintendent
Hari Narayan Dutta Barua but he expressed his inability
to solve the problem. Instantaneously Gobardhan passed
a strong remark that, “there should be a written order that
the stl{dénts belonging to lower castes have no right of
education in the Normal school, I will go back home
tqmorro}N.” Having heard the remark superintendent Hari
Narayan Barua called on Gobardhan by sending a bearer
next day and arrangement for the kitchen was ultimately
made. Sarkar while’ continuing a year-long Normal train-
;gg he.l had been able to acquire courage to fight against
szr:;rﬁaqg Sof caste hajtred that prevailed in the hostel.
o aan eérkar by dint of his extra-curricular activities
b ol goo fothaller he came in limelight. Besides,
e a 1—? secured highest marks in Mathematics and Ge-
i)hg:saé) Y trm the. annual examination of second year. All
o e e g
meet Mahatma Gendhy -1 1ad the opportunity f0
Jorhat when he was in Na.‘ public meeting organized at
. ! Normal school. He was highly

influenced by Gandhjjy
henceforth he yseq t]o $ non-cooperation movement and

On completion of thirg wear Dhoti and Khodar clothes
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times he became very unstable. He often asked himself
the reasons behind ignorance, illiteracy and sanskritization
of lower caste people especially the Rabhas. So he
determined to devote his life to uplift the racial glory of
the Rabhas. It may be mentioned that while studying in
Rangjuli primary school he envisaged the process of mass
sanskritization among the Rabhas. In that time the. revo-
lutionary awakening of ‘Sanatan’ religious cult reached its
climax. Under the influence of Sankardeva and
Madhabdeva’s “Ek Nama Sarana Dharma”, a large pro-
portion of people from Rabha and Boro community were
sanskritized in the Southern Bank of Kamrup and Goalpara
districts. Gobardhan Sarkar deeply speculated on the
ways and means to keep the Rabha society intact. He
thought of social emancipation .of his community by
revitalizing the social system. In view of this objective he
started secret discussion with elders like Budhmal Chandra
Rabha and Mihir Chandra Rabha and proposed to start
agitational programme. But later, decided to undertake
the programme through social organizations. Immediately,
in the month of February 1916 the Rabha students of
Rangjuli area unitedly established ‘Rabha Satra Sanmilan’
with Mihir Ch. Rabha as president and Gobardhan Sarkar
as General Secretary. The main objectives of the student
body were (i) to promote educational interest in the
Rabha community; (ii) reformation of social system and
(iii) establishment of schools by awakening the masses in
the viable areas. Keeping these in view Sarkar started his
pioneering efforts by bringing consciousness among the
masses of Dwarhai and Tope Bikali areas where the
Rabhas inhabited predominantly. Sarkar further strength-
ened the students’ organization by establishing ‘Assam
Rabha Satra Sanmilan’ in 1925 at Santipur M.E. school
premises wherein Dwarikanath Rabha was nominated as
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Pres?dent, Gobardhan Sarkar as General Secretary and
If;;hek ﬁlha?.dra.R.abha as Joint Secretary. On 15% JZluary
S "1 ? st J?mt annual conference of ‘Assam Rabha
c:sr:fﬁilan anql.~Assam Rabha Satra Sanmilan’ was suc-
societyy Oégamz.ed under the aegis of Dwarhai Rabha
session gnobgrrildenstshlp of Dwarikanath Rabha. In this
Assam Rabha S::mi?:r?r was reselected as secretary of
daughtg: :191c29NGobardhan Sarkar married Bimola Rabha,
Goalpara oG b avalu Rabha of village Chandoria in
never neg 0 arqhan Sarkar being a responsible teacher,

r neglected in the organizational work of the com-’

munity. But he 4 )
social sometimes felt loneliness due to lack of

movement. In Tope Bikp; ahrts followi

Sarkar made every possible effy
0

social system by initiati;
tiatin negotiati
of those fragmenteq social gr%?gastl%r;r\ﬁlit'tl th; org{anfizefs
. ar's effort to torm

a common Organizatiop,

. wa,

Bishnuprasad Rabhg, Gob:riil;]pporéed by noted socialist
an

cemented the Rabha Society was |,

wing the reformation
Similar situation arose.
s to bring a common

ighly appreciated and

arkar’s effort to get
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supported by Bishnuprasad Rabha when he attended in
a series of meetings following the invitation of Tope Bikali
at Gathiapara and at Maslam in Dhupdhara. As per advice
of Bishnuprasad Rabha and constant effort of Gobardhan
Sarkar a special meeting was convened on 6" November
1960 under the patronage of ‘Bikali Samaj’ at ‘Biswahari
than'. The meeting was attended by senior and. respon-
sible members of Tope Bikali and Dwarahai Rabha
society. In the meeting a consensus was reached to form
a common organization in the name of ‘Dudhnai
Purbanchal Rabha Samaj’. Gobardhan Sarkar was unani-
mously selected as founder president of the august
organization. A commission of five members including
him was constituted and entrusted with the responsibility
to write a customary rules after cross examinations of the
prevailing rules. Apart from this, Sarkar had the credit of
writing the constitution of ‘Purbanchal Rabha Samaj’ with
the help of his associates.

In 1943, the untimely demise of Khirod. Mohan
Rabha suffered a setback in ‘Rabha Sewa Sangha’ in its
organizational work and it was very difficult to keep under
the organization’s umbrella due to lack of organizers and
activists. Gobardhan Sarkar yet again swang into action
to revitalize such an important organization from its
dormant state. In the first annual session of ‘Purbanchal
Rabha Samaj’ at Madang-Dhanubhanga a convenor
committee was formed to organize ‘Assam Rabha Sangha’
with Gobardhan Sarkar as main convenor in the thread
bearing meeting under the Presidentship of invited guest
Haliram Baghdev of Kathiatoli in Nagaon. A represen-
tative session was convened on 11% May 1963 at Rangjuli
High School under the Presidentship of Gobardhan
Sarkar wherein the representatives from Lakhipur, Goalpara,
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Boko, ‘Chhygaon and Garo Hills unanimously resolved

to Ar.e\ii.tali;e‘ thé “organization. The congregation further
decided to orgarize the same in'‘the 'name of ‘Assam
Rabha Sangha’. Sarkar had to take the responsibility of
jthe august organization as president and he was successful
in ’f:!ev_,atfing the organization in its spitit and strength. His
relé:nﬂ‘e‘ss endeavour léd to the awakening of Rabha
nationalist sentiments and consciousness which further
hg}pgd in the establishment of a couple of organizations
in t{xe‘ name of ‘Rabha Jatio Parishad in 1970 and ‘Nikhil
R'apha-Jatio Parishad’ in- 1975. Through his effort a
dlst\lngtlve flag of Rabha community was prepared and
thg constitution of the ‘Nikhil Rabha ‘Jatio Parishad’ was
written. His tireless effort had far reaching impact on the

_evolution of Rabha nationalist i
and West Bengal, - movement in Meghalaya

commucri;:;)ardhan Sarkar’s commendable service to the
was felici .fat large Was recognized by the people and
Purbanéha? ;:b}?t e %C{ngaOn Session of ‘Dudhnoi
of ‘Nikhil Rab a Samaj’ in 1976 and Tamulpur session
had bee; g;el;aﬂ;l: t:[_?d palgl;had’ in 1978. Besides, he

e title ‘Rabha Jatir Kandari’. (pioneer
of Rabha community) by reknown, persoﬁgfiltrsl/ ro(fp/lfsr;am

~ Benudhar Sarr‘pa.‘ Sarkar was the driving force and

gl:r? efelrm,g :srgamger,m the formation of ‘Rabha Satra
milan’, Assam Rabh ,

Rabha Jatio Parishad (a Sanmilan, Rabha Sewa Sangha,

etc. now Nikhil Rabha Jatio Parishad),

- This pioneer of Rabha ]
parody song composed by ha Community presented a

the first annual conference of

t .
His song was as follows: he Assam Rabha Sanmilan.

him in the open session of

. 9

Hera Rabha jati bhai thaka dat niktai
Bideshiye nile ahi thai,
Khowa bhang kani bilatipani
Dhani habar aiye upai.

Khaba nite nite mod jane prati bhinamat
Hingshabhab rakhiba manat;
Thiala thiali kori bahu dhon shesh kari
Unatir korohe upat. ;
Hobo lora borbhai porashali napathai
Morom kori rakhiba ghorot,
Jona buja hole pashe amongol hobo aashe
Moh charai karmath korahe sobai.

Sarkar through his song depicted the characteristics
of Rabha society which was lagging behind the time in
consciousness, self confidence and efforts. The song
composed by him played a positive role in social
transformation of the Rabhas.

The pioneer social activist, reformer and iron man
of the Rabhas during the last part of his life had been
linguishing in illness for about two years and departed
his soul for the heavenly abode cn 19" March, 1981 at
the age of 85.

Gobardhan Sarkar with his excellent organizing
capacity could be able to bring a new socio-cultural
awakening and new dawn to the Rabhas. He will always
be remembered for his constant fight for social upliftmen"
of the Rabhas. '
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PRASANNA KUMAR PAM |

Late Prasanna Kumar Pam, is a great name in
the history of Rabha socio-cultural development. A man
of multifaceted personality, Pam is undoubtedly a pioneer
of Rabha Drama movement. He was an artist who
established a niche in Rabha folk-song. His pioneering
efforts aimed at strengthening Rabha language, art and
culture by highlighting potential socio-cultural elements
of the Rabhas. He used art and culture as a medium of
social mobilization.

Prasanna Kumar Pam was born on 21 April, 1932
at Latapara (Mozaipara, Dwarka) village under Balijana
Revenue Circle in Goalpara district, Assam. Kolam Rabha,
a poor villager was his father. His mother was Dakhelbala
Rabha (Pam). He lost his mother when he was in his
infancy. Kolom Rabha was migrated to Manikganj village
in Meghalaya with his child in search of livelihood, as
he was deeply shocked by the demise of his wife.

Prasanna Kr. Pam had to pass his childhood amidst
poverty and misearable family condition at Manikganj. He
used to earn his living as cowherd in his tender age. He
began his early education at Khamari Lower Primary
School serving as a herdsman. He used to graz buffalo
and while grazing he usually played ‘bahi’ (flute). Since
then he began the rehearsal of traditional Rabha folk song
sitting on buffalo. On completion of primary education
he was admitted in Agia M.V. school (Agia) in 1946,
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Yvhere‘f he had to spend three odd years devoting himself
in education as well as by rendering household services
like ploughing, firewood cutting and collection from the
nearby jungles in a couple of families. He had to shift
for his High school education from Agia to Dudhnoi High
Schoql in Seventh Standard. In Dudhnoi also he contin-
ued Fns education by serving as a labourer and promoted
to mpth standard. In 1958, Prasanna Kr. Pam married
Umnibala Rabha (Rungdung), daughter of Nidhan Chandra
Rabha (Rongkho), the then Mauzadar of Manikganj when
hg was rgading in class nine. He appeared Matriculation
Examination next year but could not come out successful
due to household problems.

o Prasaia Kr. Pam began his livelihood by nego-
fating wants.and poverty. Despite facing several problems
gwmg fo his..poverty, the born artist had not been
launted. Ifif‘fbggan_his cultural revolution by composing
Singing songs and started'a nomadic way of life. ,
Prasanna Kr. Pam began his pioneering wo
folk songs and plays in Rabha langupage. Deslg;ite :;i?lg
rainimum  academic qualification he could achieve an
e_xtenswe knowledgeil and experience on Rabha folk
!1teraturg and folk cultuye, Through his constant struggle
in the field of Rabha folk tradition and literature he had
been able to es;ablish a distinct Rabha folk culture in

greater Assamese society,

Prsanna Kr. Pam hag : " P

ot s s i i
them mention may be made of (1) Dadgar'lbir (2%
Marukhetri, (3) Shristi Pidan, (4 Moirapala, (5) Pidan
Sangsar, (6) Maya Hasong, (7) Langa Mukti and (8)
Numila-E-Pradhan. Besides these, a numb fan b
lished and incomplete writings had |ogt Mosiro? h;nlflgy;
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were written taking historical facts and backgrounds of the
Rabhas into account. Apart from these the societal struc-
ture and other cultural milieus of the Rabhas were keenly
observed and depicted through his plays. By and large,
the plays were based on cultural revolution and social
reformation. He tried his best to depict the realities of life
through songs in his plays. His plays were made more
attractive by incorporating six to seven songs in a
particular play. Besides, application of lucid language and
dialogue is also another important characteristic of his
plays. As a popular dramatist he organized a number of
dramatic groups and Rabha cultural troops in many parts
of Rabha inhabited villages like Nadiapara, Naguwapara,
Kashumari, Sarapara, Dairong, Rangchi, Thouwalpara,
Upar Manikganj, Nakchar, Khardang, Kantapara, etc.

Late Prasanna Kr. Pam was an artist of All India
Radio, Guwahati and regularly presented Rabha songs.
He had to his credit more than three hundred Rabha folk
songs composed by him.

Prasanna Kr. Pam died on February 21, 1977 in
a fatal road mishap that took place at Rechu Belpara in
Garo Hills while he was coming from election compaign
of Meghalaya Legislative Assembly. The pioneer of Rabha
folk song, Rabha drama and folk traditions, Prasanna Kr.
Pam would be remembered for his creative works.

References :

1. Rabha, Bhoben, 1978 : ‘Rabha 3ilpi Late Prasanna
Pam’ in ‘Champai’, (ed) Listi
Rabha Rongkho, pp. 34-43.

2. Rabha, Dibyajyoti, 1992-93 : ‘Silpi Prasanna Pam’ in
‘Sannari’ Mouthpiece,
D.PRYS. (ed) Pabitra Kr.

Rabha, pp. 21-22.
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RAJEN RABHA

g socli;a-ieuftizjgln Ra.bfla was one of the greatest pioneer-
o socio- aiepizigrli&ﬁanc}r litterateurs of the Rabhas.
. ntative from the Rabha i

who contributed to the field of Assamese li wre. A man
: nft . e literature. A man
tviu\;tehi Crlr:::[siltc;n,fR:]en Rabha. worked to establish a distinc-
e et o cti e Rabha§ in the socio-cultural and literary
histon'.cal . ;:1? € pioneering efforts through the study of
g o bac ﬁ:ounds, legendary facts of the Rabhas and
neo gH 1 the development of Rabha language and
€. His research oriented scholastic work on the

community had been able to estab|i
. tabl .
of Rabha language and literature.ls h & strong foundation

Rajen Rabha was b
village of Dudhnoi in 'Goalpom
Alu Ram Rabha and moth

in 1928 at Bhodeya

L para

ara district. His father was late
er was late Phule i

(Fello Rabha). He was b uleswari Rabha

very miserable e rought up by his parents in a

) conomic conditio . R
his early education at No, 233 Dur:j'h];g?i_ (I)?Wajeernpi.tarted
imary

School and there he got a mg X
fo'r four years. In LP scholarr;thhi]g Zf(};?:;s ;;{p thRs' 3.00
third position in Goalpara district. On co 110n. e stood
school he was admitted in Dolgoma M En;phehoq of LP
and there alsc? he secured sch olarship .w.ithcf'o? in .1933
After completion of M.E. Schoo] examinaﬁolrs hdlvlslon.
not pursue further education due to poc)rn ecz nc;;ul.d
mic
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condition of the family. In 1937, he served as a teacher
in Rowmari Primary school for six months in deputation
vacancy and got Rs. 12.00 per month. Despite having
a strong urge to continue higher level of education Rajen
Rabha had to console himself as he had to set his foot
in the struggle for earning a living. from the very days
of childhood. He had to move from one place to another
in search for a livelihood. He, however, started his bread
earning by involving himself in a local cloth store owned
by Mr. Raja Ram Chaube, a businessman from Rajasthan,
as a salesman. There he got a monthly wage of Rs. 5.00.
As a salesman Rajen Rabha had to visit neighbouring
weekly markets sailing clothes. After a few years he left
the job and hence began to engage himself in the
agricultural activities of his household. Then he got an
opportunity to study a year long Sanskrit education at
‘Kokila Mukh Ashram’ under Assam Bangio Saraswato
Moath which is about 7 miles away from Jorhat. He got
the information about such Sanskrit education from a
news paper ‘Asomiya’ daily.. Rajen Rabha successfully
completed the course. In 1940, Rajen Rabha was ap-
pointed at Damra Tehsil under Bijni Raj Estate as ‘Mohari’
or Revenue Collector. In 1942, with the launching of Quit
India Movement by Gandhiji he rendered yeoman's
service by engaging himself in voluntary organization as
a chief secretary and there he had the opportunity to work
closely with the President of the organization Manisankar
Basumatary. In 1944 he resigned from the post of
Revenue Collector to join as the Headmaster at Shilook
Primary School. In 1948-49, he underwent training in
Kokrajhar and from the Teacher Training Centre he
secured distinction. Again he was also selected for ‘Nor-
mal Training Course from Dhubri Sub-Division under
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Dhubri Schqol Sub-Inspector for three years long trainin
course at Jorhat Normal Training School. As a result o%
his keen interest and hard labour in the training cours
he §e¢urefi letter marks in Mathematics, Science and otheer
subjects like Art of Teaching. After successful completion
;o;a';ziche;r }‘rainini Course he was appointed as Head-
or Joyramkushi M.V. school through Goa
II\‘_/lo;%al SBc})lard. In 1956 he was transferred togKhara lGPSI?
ur;dé”" gihooi.r I.n’ the same year he was nominated for
e t:giningg cz_nz;:g :l’gg'lt}?bor Basic Training College. In
e came o ith fi i
one year and two months long cou;l:ezlthlgr;z pll'mchv;;

appointed as an i i i i
copoln instructor |r{ Dudhnoi Basic Training

A man of high ambitio . .
n and profound i
:(:c;lreereance Rabl?a had been able to achieve high gi:glym?cf
e trir Tvgn w;’t;hou.t attending the classes. He passed th
atriculation examination in 1955, ‘Bisharad Degree’ is

Hindi in 1957, Intermediate Arts in 1961, B.A. in 1965

and M.A. in Assamese in the ear 1 i

?;}ng) out ]:ese'arc.:h “work Sflor Dzzti)‘rBE?ld;;,ilg:oalflo
u &u. th the topic “The Rabhas - Their Society gnz

ulture wi reference to Non-Sanskritize Groups” und

the gu.ldance c_>f Dr. Bhuban Mohan Das but duIe) t some
unavoidable circumstances he could not submit th , SorI}e
However, the research work sp far carried out he o
formulated for publication and 5 book ntitod E‘)een
Rabhas” ‘(2902) has been published byer:l;[\ledd o
Barooah Institute of Language, Art & Cultu am (252
Baro re, Assam (252

Despite having post graduate qualification Rabha
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rendered his service only-in intermediate pay scale as a
Headmaster in Kalpani:Basic School. After rendering a
meritorious service of about a decade Sri Rabha attained
superannuation on 31 October, 1986. It is worthwhile
to mention that just before a month of his superannuation,
the government of India announced the name of Rajen
Rabha, Headmaster, Salpara High Basic School as one
of the recipients of ‘National Award for Best Teacher on
5t September, 1986 among the three teachers selected
from Assam. He was also conferred ‘Kamal Narayan
Choudhury Memorial Award’ by Sri Robin Dutta, Chair-
man, Blue Hills Travels Pvt. Ltd. on 3 August, 1988.
Besides, Rajen Rabha.was also the recipient of ‘Dalim
Kumar Medhi Award’ of 1999, which was conferred to
him by Naba Kanta Barua, President, Apurba Singha

Trust on 18*" February, 1999.

Besides being an eminent teacher, Rajen Rabha
was also a renown scholar and he had a niche in the
socio-cultural and historical aspects of the Rabhas. A
litterateur par-excellence, he had the credit of publishing
and editing a large number of journals, magazines,.
souvenirs and books. Of these, ‘Kisholay’ (1955-57),
Magazine of Titabor Basic Training Centre, Uddaiyan
(1955), magazine of Rabha Kristi Sangha edited by him
were worthmentionable. His one of the greatest contribu-
tions was the publication of a comprehensive book titled
‘Rabha Janajati’ (1974), by Asom Sahitya Sabha. Besides,
‘Rabha Sabda Sambhar (1982), ‘Rabha Sadhu’(1990)
were also published by Asor Sahitya Sabha. Earlier,
Rajen Rabha published ‘Hari Sankirtan Mala’ a compi-
lation of books in Goalparia language. He was also
actively involved in writing books for Rabha language
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studies.. As an outcome of the effort, ‘Rabha Biyakoran
Prathom_Bhag’-(Rabha Grammar Part-1, 1981),- ‘Rabha
Biyakoran Ditiyo Bhag’ (1983) and also such textbooks
for ‘Parichai’, ‘Prathamik’, ‘Madhyamik’, ‘Prabodh’ and
‘Bisharad’ . examinations . conducted by ‘Rabha Bhasa
Parishiad (Rabha Language Council), Dudhnoi were pub-
lished under his inchargeship. He had also written more
than 150 articles on different topics related to folk
literature and socio-cultural aspects of the Rabhas. The
‘Prabandho Kunja’ a collection of various articles written
by Rabha was published by Mr. Hemanto Phukan with

a view to preserve the publish works appeared in sparodic
journals, magazines, souvenirs, etc.

. Rajen Rabha also edited ‘Ghototkash Badh’, a folk
drama which was published by Rabha Adhyan Chakra,
Dudhnoi in 1991. He also had the credit of staging and
acting in. several historical . plays like ‘Bandir Bir',
‘Chandragupta’, ‘Ashok’ and ‘Harshabardhan' to enable
the people to learn historical facts of ancient India. He
had to his credit a number of unpublished manuscripts.
Of these, a few were in incomplete stage. ‘Manab Darpan’
is one of the books written on spiritual aspects of the

human beings. He also wrote on distinct socio-cultural |

aspects of each of seven Rabha ‘Baraj’ (clans). Rabha had
also the credit of editing ‘Udoyan’, the mouthpiece of
Rabha Kristi Sangha by establishing a printing press at
his own residence in Dudhnoi. He also served as the
Chief Editor of ‘Kisholay’ the magazine of Titabor Basic
Training College. Rajen Rabha also used to write in
various weekly, fortnightly and other journals of Assam
like ‘Akon’, ‘Arur’, ‘Ramdhenu’, ;Jowar’, ‘Haomanjyoti,

etc. |
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ien Rabha, besides his pioneering literary works
on folth?;dition, legendary amfl historical aspefacts qf the
Rabhas, had the credit of attending a nu'mber o sefmlqtam,
lecture series, popular talks and academ{c meets of wri ers
forum, etc. He attended the CIIL Semmax: at Mysorg in
1976. Apart from this he presented paper in the seminar
of North East Folklore Society and North East Langgage

Council at Gauhati University.

As a pioneering social worker, littera.teur an:l
scholar he was associated with severzfll socno-cultutl;1 !
organizations of the state and the locality. .l’-le was.nsﬁ-
pioneer of ‘Rabha Bhasa Parishad, Dudhr}m —an 1tab-
tution for Rabha language study and examm.atlons e:c,d ,
lished at Dudhnoi. Rajen Rabha was.the e>§-V1ce.Pre51 en
of Asom Sahitya Sabha. He died at.hls re&de;:ce 12
Amrabati, Dudhnoi after a prolonged lllne§s at the gga
of 71. He left behind a daughter, a so.n-m-lfawd an :
grandson. A man with excellent scholastic aptitude, agd
high organizing capacity in the field of language :ew
literature, Rajen Rabha could be able to .brmgHé o
socio-cultural awakening in the Rabth so;xety. E lp;ha
sonal life and works will continue to inspire the cie?y 2
community in particular and greater Ass'ar?ifsea::i e
general. The chronological events of !ns eonamy one
were obviously great milestones of t_ns pershistory'
should be earmarked as red letters in the :

Some selected works and event:

(i) Education and Training
1920: Born in a needy Rabhaln1 i
(Thekachu) village, Dudhnoi,

family at Bhodyapara
Goalpara.
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1955: Passed Matriculation Examination as a private
S candidate from Goalpara Centre. ‘

1956: Undertook Basic Training at.Titabor Basic Train-
ing College. :
1961:  Passed Intermediate Arts (LA) from Guwahati as

a private candidate. ‘

1965: Passed B.A. Examinati
\ 1 BA. E on from Gauhati Universi
as a private candidate. ° . a_‘ mvegnty
1971: Passed M.A: in Assames f
A rom Gauhati Universi
g as a -private candidate. UnlyerSIty

1972: Registere;d provisionally as a Ph.D:. céhdidaté on
: gw tox:’a,u_; .~The Rabhas: Their Language and
- Culture”, under .the guidance of Prof. (Dr.)

Maheswar Neog, G.U.

1977: Fi.nal Rggi.s_tration of Ph.D. degree was accorded
";‘,:h _mod!flcaﬁon on the topic as ‘The Rabhas:
eir Society and Culture with special reference

to Non-Sanskritized Groups.”
(ii) Socio-cultural and occupational actiQitiés'
1942: ;\Idoirl;ed in the Qu.it India Movément launched by
C}? ?t;na Gandhi and took the responsibility of
iet Secretary of ‘Do or Die’ wing of the freedom

movement under Dudhnoj regional unit.

1949-1952: Studied in Jorhat Normal School

1952: Joined as Headmaster of Jayramkushi
just after completion of Normalu:t}i: dl\:‘E' School
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1954: ¢ Selected as the founder Presideui of Dudhnoi
: branch, Asom Sahitya Sabha.
1955: Transferred to Khara Girls' M.E. school and
passed ‘Bhisarat’ Degree in Hindi language.

1974 Appointed as an instructor in Dudhnoi Basic
Training Centre.

1986 October: Retired from teaching profession.

19817-1997 . Selected as Chairman of ‘Rabha Bhasa Parishad’,
Dudhnoi (Examination).

1986-1992: Nominated as Member, Asom Prakashan Parishad.

1983: Vice President, Asom’ Sahitya Sabha, Bongaigaon
Session.

1990: Chief Patron, ‘Rabha Adhyan Chakra’ Dudhnoi.

1991 President, Reception Committee, Asom Sahitya
; Sabha, Dudhnoi Session.!

(iii) Participation in Seminar and Workshops

1973 December: ‘Asomor bibhina jati-upajatir majat sanghoti’
organized by Asom Sahitya: Sabha, President,

Giridhar Sarma,

1973,1974: Asomor Anchalik bhasa-boror samaishya’ —.dFirs;t
writers' Meet, Asom Sahitya Sabha - President,

, (1973),
Dr. Maheswar lfl,faogznd( meet, President, Dr.

Maheswar Neog, (1974)
liteness Exchange in" Indian

1975: “Symposium_of Po (14"-24" Apnl. 1975).

Languages, CIIL Mysore,
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1978: . . “Akhar Jatani Samaishya’ 6% [ ekhok Sibir, Asom

Sahitya Sabha, Chairperson : Dr Mukunda
Madhav Sarma, 28h.29m October, 1978.

1979: “Asomiya Sahityalai Janajati Lekhokar Obodan’,
Asom Sahitya Sabha, Chairperson: Rajni Kanto
Dev Sarma, (10® November, 1979).

1982: “Asomar Loko-Sahitya’

Chairperson: Dr. Birend
1982). -

Asom Sahitya Sabha,
anath Dutta, (24t April,

1983: Asomiya bhasar Anchalik bishessata’, Asom

Sahitya Sabha Golden Jubillee Session, Chairper-
son: Dr. Birendranath Duita,
1984: “Nagamese” Kohim
Dr. Birendra Kum
ber, 1984).

a Sahitya Sabha, President :
ar Bhattachaljya, (14-15 Octo-
1985:

(iv) Published Works:

Books:

1974: “Rabha Janajati”, Asom Sahitya Sabha,

1977: “Rabha Sadhu”. Asom Sahitya Sabha, 1¢ pub-
lished, pp-1-69.

1981: “Rabha "Biyakoron”, Part.|

1982: “Rabha Biyakoron”, Part.j

1986: “Rajen Rabhar Prabhandhg Kunja”,

1991:
1992:
1999:
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“Ghotatkoch bodh”.
“Rabhar Sadhukotha”.
“The Rabhas”.

(v) Felicitation, award and  honour.

1975:

1986:

1988: -

1999:
1997:

1998:

Source :

Note:

Literary Felicitation at Titabor Session of Asom
Sahitya Sabha. .
‘National Award’ on Teaching.

‘*Komal Narayan Award’.

‘Dalim Kumar Medhi Award'.

 ‘Felicitation’ — by Asom dJanakristi Samaj’, Mirza

Session. _ .
‘Felicitation’ — by B.RKR, quo Sessgqfl.

1bli - Dr. Upen Rabha

’ t published by :
?{Zﬁiiar: Secretary, Rajen‘ Rabha Memorial
st, pp-1-12. . o .
’g:sed (I))rI: exclusive interview at Amrabati, Dudhﬁo

Goalpara.
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\ Late Rajen Pam was one of the greatest folk artists
and litterateurs of the Rabhas. He was one of the pioneers
qf Babha fo_lk-culture, drama movement and literature. A
visionary \.m-th strong and courageous personality, Pam
xau;s the driving force and path finder of Rabha traditional
Rai);:]ustom_ and culture._He had the credit of popularizing
i }? Zocxo-culm_ral mileus in the electronic media and
nag aI c‘;he credit to bring rich Rabha folk-traditions in
X o;wa ‘ oorstep. It was through his selfless dedication
that the ‘Sodou Rabha Kyisti Sanmilan’ (All Rabha Cul-
tural Conference) was organized to bring different Rabha

art and culture prevailing in dj
; g in different
in a common platform. parts of the country

Rajen Pam was born in 1928 i i i
of Chotomatia under Dudhnoi Revenue gircezilehir:’? gozlllliaa%z
district. His father was Raguna Rabha and mother was
Genashowri Bala Rabha. He was very simple in nature
and mode of talking since his childhood days. Rajen Pam
was very much enchanted and attracted by melodies of
different musical instruments of Rabha folk-culture like
Kara, Singa, Buburenga, Badungdupa Khram
Brangshing, Bahi, etc. Pam had his early egiucation ir;
the village and passed matriculation examination from
Sadia High School. He began his career a5 g teacher
in Arunachal Pradesh. After three years of teaching in
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NEFA (Arunachal Pradesh) he luckily got the opportunity
to join as an Assistant Teacher at Dimarjakhili M.E. school
in his home district. But, later he devoted himself tc social
work. While he was working as a teacher in NEFA he
used to travel far and wide in Assam and.that time he
realized the need to preserve the variegated cultural
components of different ethnic groups which had been
kept unattended. So, he left the government job which
he was holding as a education officer in Garo Hills for

about five years.

Since 1958, he began to collect the cultural data
and materials of the Rabhas which had been on the verge
of extinction. He often visited the Rabha inhabited villages
and motivated the people to bring cultural consciousness
and had brought a revolutionary change in the Rabha
cultural scenario. As a result of his effort and constant
search for folk melodies in nook and corners of Assam,
he had been able to compose his first Rabha folk-song—

O aiya nangbe
Bishini jarjakre.
Nang tangsa bayante
Nangi shabra bishanbe
Prang jakore.

(Meaning :  Oh mother, where are you? Your qﬁspring
are feeling today mother’s need: Like dev-
astation in earthquake and flood Yo Oﬁf‘
spring are on the verge of 10Sing their
national assets)

omposing about 250

Rajen Pam had the credit of ¢ On 17% July,

songs which enchanted the community:
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1957, his ‘three jébpgs ‘such as - “Riba, riba, ribare,
dimdakayon ribare ......... ; “(i) aiya nangbe bishina .....
Jarjokre ........ ; ”“ and “Terangkho Karang’ were recorded

by All India Rz_;dio, Gauhati under his direction at

‘Dhupc'lhara Milan Sangha’ premises and later-the songs

were broadcasted. | : ’
Rajen Pam after broadcasting his self composed

folk songs in the All India Radio, Gauhati, he began to"

concentrate on the traditional folk dances; efforts were
made to prepare them suitable for presentation in the
stages. He had to face a number of problems in the
process to make the folk dances and songs stage fitting
as he was a government employee and had the house-
hold burdens. However, he had not left his efforts and
. in order to materialize the plan he tendered his resignation
from the government job and concentrated wholeheart-
edly on choreographing the folk dances. In the process
he had been able to form dance groups in his locality.
Thus one day while undergoing rehearsal for Rabha folk
dance in presence of his friends and associates like
Prasanna Pam, Congress Rabha, Fulcharan Rabha and
others suddenly, Bishnu Prasad Rabha visited his resi-
dence. His intention was to collect a traditional Rabha
cloth for an Assamese film. Bishnu Rabha was quite
amazed to see the different folk dance forms which were
being practised during his visit where he stayed for five
days and thoroughly observed the colourful and varie-
gated dance forms like ‘Farkant?’, ‘Hamjar’, ‘Sathar’,
‘Hasong’, etc. Bishnu Rabha at the time of his departure
from the house of Pam encouraged him with valuable
suggestions to make the dances stage oriented. Rajen
Pam, since his childhood days, had been very much
concerned with the condition in which the tribal tradi-
tic »~! ‘olk dances and folk songs were kept in neglected
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state of affairs due to lack of proper conservation and
patronage. So, in order to aware the people of Rabha
community about their language, literature and culture
and also to initiate necessary measures for conservation
and upliftment of such cultural components he urged
upon the people through a thought provoking song
composed by him as following : '

Dogo dogo
Dogote riba.
Noki noki
Chime, -
gure tong — somayan tongsa.
Chi chongre hongflung
' Dogjo rangsang,-
Chinganeke praweta.

Nathamre gaburtang
Nathamre doraitang
Chongeni dimdak kaibijan
Keshaba mungshane-

Bonan lagisha. .

(Meaning : Come, come out group of boys and girls.
No time to sleep. See there. Sun of
freedom has arisen. We are to awake. So,
do not delay, come out in the new light).

Rajen Pam for the first time presented Rabha folk
dance under his leadership displaying various musical
instruments like singa, Karanal, Buburenga, Badungdupa
, Kham, Dhak, etc. in the tribal folk cultural conference
organized under the patronage of All India Radio in
Guwahati. He had also the credit of presenting ‘Farkanti’,
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a folk dance form for the first time in the All India Folk
Drama Conference held at New Delhi in 1957 under his
direction. In 1959, he also led a folk troop and presented
Rabha folk dance in Republic Day celebration which was
widely acclaimed by the public. Besides, he had the credit
of presenting Rabha folk dances in Asom Sahitya Sabha'’s
sessions at Goalpara in 1961, Mangaldai in 1974 and
~ many other places of Assam. Pam was an All India Radio
artiste, a playwright, a novelist and a composer of Rabha
folk songs. As a noted folk artist he was honoured with
Artist Pension by the government of Assam in 1987. In
1989, he was conferred the prestigious ‘Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award’. in recognition of his contribution to-
wards Rabha Culture and Society. Yet again in 1990 he
was also conferred ‘Artist Award’ from the government of
Assam. -

As mentioned earlier, Pam was a great playwright
lyricist, essayist, and novelist. Since his childhood days
he imbibed the habit of writing short stories, songs based
on folk culture and tradition. Despite having household
problem, service and social obligations he wrote the book

entitled, ‘Kara Nolar Mousara Sur’ .(1960) based on

Rabha folk songs written in 1950. The songs were
thorgughly modified and 20 newly composed songs were
also incorporated. The book was published by Directorate

of Welfare of Plain Tribes, Assam and reprinted for the
third time (1992).

His literary contribution towards the Rabha com-
munity was significant with the publication of his first
novel Janong Jinong, (1990). The novel lively depicts
the traditional Rabha Superstition, customs and culture.
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Besides a couple of dramas written in. Rabha languagé
‘Sirigini rishi’ and Rongdar Kshiriadhangsa' in Assamese

were some of his pioneering literary works. Pam had to

his credit a number of Radio plays like ‘Rengoni’, ‘Maraha
phool’. ‘Lakhuti Aru Kukur’, which are some of his highly
acclaimed works. Of these ‘Rengoni’ written in Assamese
was translated into Rabha in the name of ‘Rangsari’. Apart |
from these unpublished Radio plays a number of dance-
dramas were written. Among them mention may be made
of ‘Lakhimi’, ‘Pratidhani’, ‘Rangsair Rangili’ and ‘Hamara
Hindusthan Hei'.

Rajen Pam was also a great social organizer, an
activist of Rabha socio-gulmxjal development. His cgntxi'-
bution towards the establishments of Rabha social orga-
nizations and institutions was remarkable. He was the
founder advisor of ‘Sodou Asom Rabha Kristi Sanmilan’
and served the organization for a couple of years. Pam
took the trouble of organizing workshops on Rabha folk
dances under the aegis of Dudhnoi Cultural Centre
wherein he extended his valuable services in the process
of choreographing traditional Rabha dance forms like
‘Sathar’ in ‘Baikho’, ‘Farkanti’, ‘Khoksi’,.‘Hasong’, etc. He
was the founder secretary of ‘Rabha Bhasa Parishad’,
Dudhnoi, a Non-Governmental Organization of the Rabha
for language and literary studies. Rajen Pam was a
pioneering social activist who established a niche in get-
cementing the socio-cultural ethos of different castes and
communities of Assam. The experiences that he gathered
from the All India level organizations had helped him in
making a symbol of integration.

Rajen Pam, a born artist, a patriot, a true lover of
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humanity, was a dedicated and active sentinel of folk-
culture and tradition.- - :

Rajen Pam had a successful artistic life. He was
successful not only in his personal life as a pioneering
folk artist but also in'moulding whole of his family as an
artistic family. His beloved and illustrious wife Mrs.
Surabala Rabha had the credit of presenting duet folk
song in the first Gramophone record released in his life.
Besides wife, his two sons and four daughters were also
imbibed the artistic culture. Mr. Mukul Rabha, the first son
of Pam has so far been able to establish niche in Rabha
and other tribal folk cultural studies and practices. A
cultural officer attached to the Directorate of culture,
Dudhnoi Cultural Centre, Goalpara has so far succeeded
in fulfilling the dreams of his father. The four daughters

have also far reaching experiences on dance and folk
song traditions.

Rajen Pam died on 24% June 1998 at his ‘Kara
Kutir' residence in Chotomatia village after prolonged
illness. The great artist and pioneer of Rabha folk
traditions would be remembered by all for his valuable
contributions. The creative works of Pam will continue to
inspire the community. The chronological events of Rajen
Pam’s life and works are memorable moments in his life

which should be noted in history with golden letters. A
few memorable events are.-

1928: Bom in a simple Rabha family at Chotomatia,
Goalpara, Assam.

1950: Passed Matriculation Examination from Sadia
Centre. :

1951-54: Served as teacher in NEFA (Arunachal
Pradesh). R

1954:

1957:
1958:

1960:

1961:
1962:

1972:

1979:
1981:

1985:

1986:
1987:

1989:

1990:

1992:

1993:

 Presented first Rabha Folk ‘dance in All In’cha
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Joined as an Education Officer at Garo Hills,
Meghalaya. ' ‘

‘1

Folk Drama Meet at Delhi.-

Underwent training on Social Education at
Ranchi, Bihar. - )

Published Rabha Folk Song and Culture based
book ‘Karanalar Mousora Sur’ with financial

_ support of Directorate of Welfare of Plain
" Tribes, Assam, Guwahati.’

Selected as an All India Radio Artist.

Two Rabha folk songs were recorded in H.M.V.
Rabha folk dance performed in Republic Day
Celebration in Delhi.

Participated in-Indo-Soviet Cultural Meet at
Patna, Bihar ' ,
Participated Republic Day Celebration at Delhi.
Participated in the National Level Cultural
Conference in Tamil Nadu.

Wrote script for 35 mm first Rabha documen-
tary ‘Baikho under the direction of Indrajit
Narayan , produced by Directorate of Welfare
of Plain Tribes, Assam, Guwabhati.
Participated Apna-Utsav at Delhi.

Received Artist Pension from Government of
Assam.

Conferred Sangit Natak Academy Award on

- Tribal Music, Assam.

Achieved Artist Award from government of
Assam. o

Broadcasted A.ILR. Play ‘Rengoni’ and
‘Morheful’;

Broadcasted A.ILR. Play ‘Kukur Aru Lakhuti’.



Felicitation
1977.

1980:

1990:

1990:

1990:

1990:

1990:

1997-
1993-94:

[o%}
3]

Assam Sahitya Sabha, Abhyapuri Session.

All Rabha National Council, Birubari Session.

All Rabha National Council, Jatia Session.
All Assam Students’ Union.

Dudhnai Purbanchal Rabha Samaij.
Dudhnai Purbanchal Rabha Yuba Satra Samaj.
Dudhnai Purbanchal Rabha Sama;j.
Pub-Ajagor Rabha Samaj, 39t Session.

Uttarpurbanchal Sanskriti Songhoti Utsay,
Sankar Devy Kalakshetra, Guwahati.
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' JOGENDRA NATH BANTHO

The first half of twentieth century was a critical
period so far the socio-political development of India is
concerned. It was a period of transition, especially for the
backward communities where social changes and trans-
formations were unabated. In this period of transition late
Jogendra Nath Bantho a great personality was emerged
in Rabha community. He was a conscious social activist,
patriot, reformer, sports organizer, social organizer and
litterateur. An energetic and enthusiastic person with extra
caliber, Bantho was one of the pioneers of the Rabhas
in the field of social activity and literary development.

Jogendra Nath Bantho was born on 27% Septem-
ber 1927 at Naguwapara village of Garo Hills in the
foothills of Meghalaya adjoining to Lakhipur sub-division
of Goalpara district in Assam. His father was Narad
Chandra Hajong. Jogendra Nath had two mothers, the
elder was Lepaishowri Hajong and the young one was
Chaktai Bantho. He was the fourth son of Chaktai Bantho
who had five sons and two daughers. His elder mother
had also one son and three daughters.

Since childhood Jogendra Nath Bantho was extra
ordinary in nature. His mental growth was far advanced
than that of his physical growth in his infancy. He could
run when he was hardly seven month old. As a boy he
was not comparable with his fellows. He showed extra
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caliber and courage in every aspects of games and sports.
A clear leadership aptitude had emerged since his child-
hood days. Jogendra Nath Bantho started his early
- education at Lakhipur L.P. School after completion of pre-
primary in his own home. After completion of M.E. school
examination from Lakhipur he got admitted in Prithiraj
Higher Secondary School, Goalpara. In 1943 he passed
matriculation examination and got admitted in Cotton
College. In 1945 while studying Intermediate course he
got involved in freedom movement of India. In the course
of freedom struggle he extended his helping hand to the
leaders of different states in various capacities. As a
freedom activist he was imprisoned many time. Being
a courageous, strong and stout youth he was very active
in freedom movement. He was against the habit of salute
honour by the Indians to the Britishers. When he was
in Gauhati an Englishman was turned down from his
horse driven cart. He was chased by the police for his
offense and he escaped from the scene hiding in the
godown of a Marawari businessman.

Jogendra Nath returned to his native village when
- the freedom movement came to an end. He began his
professional life as a Headmaster of Trikikilla M.E. School.
At that time there was no such school in and around
Trikikilla except a primary school at Bordaldanga. It was
the selfless and dedicated service of Bantho that the
Middle English School became a centre of learning for
the backward neighbouring villagers. Apart from this, he
also rendered his yeoman'’s service to the establishment
and development of Trikikilla High School. In 1968,
Bantho had to shoulder the responsibility of President
of Managing Committee when the schoo] was in venture
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stage with numerous problems like permanent building,
quarter, hostel, etc. Besides these commendable contri-
bution at Trikikilla he also had the credit of establishing
a Middle English School at Naguwapara, his own village.
He also served the school as Headmaster for a couple
of years. .

Jogendra Nath Bantho after several years of dedi-
cated service as a teacher and social worker and also
according to the wish of the people of the locality he had
to enter in the politics of Meghalaya state. In 1952, in
order to bring political consciousness of the tribal com-
munities he got involved in District Council and elected
as a Member of the Garo Hills District Council. When
he was a member of District Council people of the area
insisted him to work in the state level so as to bring
maximum development of the region. Being inspired by .
the public demand, in 1978 he contested in the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly election from Trikikilla Constiituency
and won the seat by defeating Moni Rabha the standing
MLA. He became Chairman of Meghalaya Housing
Board and implemented several welfare programmes. As
an M.LAA. he initiated developmental works like estab-
lishment of Trikikilla State Dispensary, construction of
roads, establishment of branch office of Co-operative
Apex Bank. etc.

Jogendra Nath Bantho, besides being a politician,
was a great Rabha social activist and reformer. He is a
saga of constant struggle for bringing the ignorant and
illiterate people of the community in which he was born.
He was against the untouchability and the prevailing
social taboos in the Rabha society. It is worthwhile to
mention that Jogendra Nath Bantho's another remarkable
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social mission was the freedom and emancipation of the
Rabha community from the clutches of Zamindary system
which had far rooted in the entire Mechpara (Lakhipur)
area and the neighbouring areas. He was founder Presi-
dent of Meghalaya Rabha Jatio Sewa Sangha. Besides,
he was also one of the 23 member Committee for writing
constitution of ‘Mechpara Madhyanchal Rabha Samayj’.

Jogendra Nath Bantho was a pioneering Rabha
litterateur and scholar. In the early part and even in the
middle part of twentieth century the Rabhas had very
limited published works. During this period Jogendra
Nath Bantho devoted himself in research oriented works
on the socio-cultural and ethnic aspects of the Rabhas.
A number of articles were publishéd in different souvenirs
and journals. His remarkable contribution towards Rabha
ethnic study was inspired by the establishment of ‘Rabha
dJatio Yuva Sangha’ in 1942. The 3" annual conference
of ‘Sangha’ was held in 1948 at Boko which was presided
‘over by Kalaguru Bishnu Prasad Rabha in the Open
Session and Aniram Basumatary, a tribal leader in the
cultural session. In the said annual session, a strong

cultural branch was organized to explore the historical as’

well as cultural history of the Rabhas. He had also been
nominated as a member. of the committee. Since then,
he tried to explore the Rabha historical and socio-cultural
perspectives. As a result of his effort in 1956 he published
Rabha Jatir Etibrito’. This book is the first one to analyse
the ethnic mileu and historical perspectives of the Rabhas,
written and published by a native people. The book was
highly inspired by works of Dr. SK. Bhuyan, Mr. Gait
Rev. S. Endle, Major A. Playfair, Dr. Greirson’ Dr. B.Mj
Das and Dr. Dhirendra Narayan Mazumdar B’eside this,
‘Pocket Rabha Sabdokosh’ (Pocket Rabha Lexicon, 1996),
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published by Bebak Rabha Kaurang Ransem and ‘Rabha
Katha Chongkai Chap’ (1988), published by Rabha
Literature Development Society, Meghalaya are his re-
markable literary contributions. Bantho had also to his
credit a number of unpublished works on Rabha-English
Dictionary, Tinta Bhasa Sikha’, ‘Got Siksha’, etc. ™

Jogendra Nath Bantho had peculiar life style. His
youth time was full of romance. He loved Tansen Dharai,
a local girl. His love episode is still famous ameng the
Rabhas of the locality. Bantho, however; married Baseswari
Rabha daughter of Rupson Adhikary and Bhogeswari
Rabha of Haluwapara village in Lakhipur. Jogendra Nath
Bantho died on 23® December 1990 at the age of 73
in his own residence.. He left behind his wife, two
daughters, son-in-laws and grand son and daughters.

The visionary efforts of Jogendra Nath Bantho
made him a great socio-cultural activist. He will be
remembered for his pioneering scholastic works in the
field of Rabha literature. : .
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JANA NETA SARAT CHANDRA RABHA

In the early and middle of twentieth century when
entire India was passing through a critical period, there
emerged a great-leader of masses. He was late Sarat
Chandra Rabha who devoted whole of his life to console
and guide the downtrodden and hapless. A man of strict
ideology and philosophy Sarat Chandra Rabha was one
of the greatest pioneering social activists and reformers
of the Rabhas. Besides, he was also a promising and
dedicated leader of communist movement in Assam. He
was a man of multifaceted personality. Since the days of
his boyhood he was actively involved in the activities of
social reformation with Rabha youth organizations, en-
gaged himself as a teacher, became a politician and
Member of Legislative Assembly, served as a leader of
tribal development, became a front line leader of Rabha
autonomous council demand movement and held the
post of Chief Executive Member, Rabha Hasosng Autono-
mous Council. Sarat Chandra Rabha’s motto of simple
living and high thinking and also his ever readiness and
helping attitude for the welfare of the common people
attributed him to be termed as a Yana neta’ (leader of
masses).

Sarat Chandra Rabha was born on 5 February
1923 in a small sleepy tribal village of Nawapara in
Dimajakhili area under Hatimura Mauja of Dudhnoi
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Revenue Circle in Goalpara district. His father was
Thanuram Rabha and mother was Bhaduli Rabha. He
was the youngest among the three brothers namely
Ramesh Rabha, Khargeswar Rabha and Sarat Chandra
Rabha. As he was born in the month of autumn he was
named as ‘Sarat’, meaning autumn. Sarat Chandra Rabha
began his early education at Hatimura Lower Primary
School and completed primary education in 1935. In
1937, he got admitted at Krishnai M.V. School and
completed the course in 1941. On completion of M.V.
school education he got admitted at Habraghat High
School in 1942. In this year, the Quit India Movement
launched by Mahatma Gandhi for India’s independence
was in momentum. Sarat Ch. Rabha who had the urge
for social service right from his childhood was highly
influenced by such movement and joined the movement
actively. The young Sarat since his school days used to
interact with social workers, teachers and senior fellows.
He used to read novels, short stories, books on Marxism
and other philosophical master pieces. The extensive
reading habit that he imbibed in the young days had
exerted far reaching impact on his career and activities.
In 1942 when he was a student of Habraghat High School
he joined in ‘Rabha Yuvak Sangha’. As Sarat Chandra
Rabha was highly influenced by the philosophy of
pioneering Indian Social reformers he wanted to create
a healthy society by uplifting the socio-economic condi-
tion of the people in general and the Rabhas in particular.
In order to fulfill his mission and vision he swung into
action by intensifying social movement. In 1944, as a
major attempt of such movement, Sarat Ch. Rabha along
with the members of ‘Dimajakhili Youth Club’ ini_tiated
legal action against child marriage and succeeded in the
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mission by banning such-illegal practices.

Sarat Ch. Rabha h’éd to envisage hurdles in the
process of his schooling as he was actively involved in
social movement. In 1945, he got admission in PR. Govt.
H.E. school but could not appear the matriculation
examination as he was expelled from the school for his
alleged anti government activities. So his formal education
came to an end. In 1945, while he was in Goalpara he
joined as a member of communist party and got involved
in active communist movement. In  the course of this
movement he met Bishnu Prasad Rabha for the first time
in the state level conference of ‘Krishak Banuwa Panchayat’
organized in the month of January 1945 at Bhanguripara
village in South Kamrup. He was highly influenced by
Bishnu Prasad Rabha’s thought provoking and encour-
aging song presented in the congregation. Besides, his
mind was further ignited when Bishnu Prasad Rabha
personally talked to him on the need of revolution for

the emancipation of the downtrodden tribal community
and asked him to join R.CPL

Sarat Chandra Rabha, beside being an active
communist. activist, he also rendered his service to. the
masses as a teacher. He joined at Badhapur M.E. School
as an Assistant Teacher on 5t May 1946. But he had
to tender his resignation from the school as he continued
to work as an active R.C.PI. activist. With the imposition
of government restriction on R.CPI. on 1¢ March 1948,
Sarat Ch. Rabha left teaching job. He yet again involved
in organizational work and began to roam here and there
throughout Assam. He even not visited his house. How-
ever, he attended in the annual session of Goalpara
district Rabha Youth Club at Bardamal with Bishnu
Prasad Rabha. On that day he visited hjs ailing mother
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in the village. On 22" March, 1948 Sarat Ch. Rabha
married Rebika Rabha, the daughter of Jahas Rabha of
Miyapara village in Meghalaya. The marriage ceremony
was performed in Brahma Samaj ritual. But immediately
after a few days of marriage he began to move throughout
the state and intensified organizational activities without
giving much importance to family life.”'In. 1950 he
returned to his native village and then he started party
level organizational work covering Goalpara district. The
party becamie more stronger under his relentless effort. On
15" August he was imprisioned for leading @ communist

‘protest rally organized against the obsex_’varice of indépem

dence day.

* "On 21% August, 1951 he got released from the jail.
He had to face serious family trouble just after his release
from the jail. His imprisonment led to the unrest among
the family members. In order to bring normalcy in the
family he started cultivation by assisting his elder brother.
Apart from cultivation he joined as a teacher in
Dimajhakhili M.E. School in 1955. After a few years of
teaching and social works in the area he became a
prominent leader of Goalpara district. In 1957, he was .
nominated as a C.PI. candidate for Goalpara Constituency
in Legislative Assembly election. So he got released fr9m
the teaching job that he was holding and in that election
he was elected as a Member of Legislative Assembly
(MLA). In 1962 Rabha again contested for MLA from
the same constituency but lost in the hand of Congress
candidate Hakim Rabha of Dudhnoi. In the same year,
just after the Assembly Election, the Government began
to arrest communist leaders on security reasons following
Chinese aggression of India. Sarat Ch. Babh.a was al.so
arrested under National Security Act and imprisoned him
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for one year and fifteen days. He was released from
imprisonment on 27" December 1963. Rabha had a
tough time for his political career as there was widespread
misconception among the masses on the question of
Chinese support by communist leaders. So it took a
couple of years to restore the public confidence and with
full self-confidence he began to concentrate on party
activities. In 1966, Sarat Ch. Rabha was again imprisoned
along with C P | leadership under National Security Act
for 27 days from August 15. He was imprisoned on the
ground of his leadership role in ‘the Food Movement’
launched by C.PI. throughout Assam. He took initiative
in such movement at Goalpara. As per advice of the
movement leader he broke open the warehouses of
businessmen who artificially created food shortages in the
state. As a result of the movement the unwarranted food
crisis was brought under control successfully. Sarat Ch.

Rabha while in jail heard the news of his mother’s demise.
He was shocked by the news.

In 1967 before commencement of Assembly Elec-
tion in Assam, the Goalpara Legislative Assembly Con-
stituency was reorganized into three constituencies namely
Goalpara East, Goalpara West and Dudhnai (ST) constitu-
ency. In that year Sarat Ch. Rabha was nominated as a
C.PL. candidate and he won the seqt defeating Hakim
Chandra Rabha, the seating M.LLA. Sarat Chandra Rabha
contested elections in the year 1979, 1978, 1983, 1985
and 1991 but his attempts remained unsuccessful. So far
the Assembly election of 1983 js concerned, it was a very
critical election in which Sarat Chandra Rabha contested.
Despite all Assam Students’ Unijopys boycott call and
threat to political parties, Sarat Rabhg took part as a
candidate and in election compaign agitated A A SU

W o e e m e N
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activist attacked him and wounded seriously along wit_h
his associates and bodyguard. Sarat Ch. Rabha, in }315
political career as a pioneer and frontline communist
leader had to experienced so many odds. However, he
never subdued his morale. He continued his struggle for
j'ustice and equality by using political power.

In the course of his political ups and downs, Sarat
Ch. Rabha had the opportunity to visit a couple of foreign
states which could be termed as token of recognition to
his dedicated political career as a communist leader. He
was the lone member from Assam to the eleven mer.nbc.ar
tour groups from Communist Party of India to Russia in

1980. In this tour package he could travel Russia for thirty |

two days. Another tour of the same nature was conducted
in 1983 wherein Sarat Ch. Rabha toured East German
for twenty one days. The said tour programmes abroa.d
had generated a lot of experienced on socu?-economl.c
‘development aspects so far the visited countries and his
own country are concerned.

Besides a leader of masses, Sarat Chanc}lra'l Rabha
was a Rabha social activist, organizer, poet, writer and
reformer par-excellence. Since his childhood he had been
concerned with the socio-economic development of the

tfribal communities. o
Sarat Chandra Rabha’s commendable contribution

towards the socio-political development of Ra.b:xa c:lci)tri:;ls
munity through his social work and comr;:unll:adp boon
could be recognized from the fact that e Nitil
selected unanimously as president of pris'ﬂélloﬁsc i) the
Rabha Jatio Parishad (All Rabha. Natf0"139800ut Bin’lbari
apex body of all Rabha Organisations In a
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Sess.ion m Guwahati. He continued to hold the
presidentship of the said organization in the two other

sgssions at Kulshi in Kamrup and Dariduri in Goalpara
district. ;

So far the socio-political development of the
Rabhas is concerned, he had the credit to shoulder the
resppnsibility of President for Rabha Hasong Autonomous
(_louncil Demand Committee constituted in the conven-
tion of the Rabhas inhabited in Assam, Meghalayé and
West Bengal held on 21¢ and 22~ July 1992 at .S'alpara
v1llagg of Krishnai in Goalpara district. In order to organize
the d1§trict and regional level committees he had to visit
exte.rl.swe Rakhu inhabited villages which were very much
familiar to him. The painstaking agitational programme
throug}} peace and democratic process of the Demand
Committee under the leadership of Sarat Ch. Rabha and
All Rabha Students’ Union went on for about three years
The demand was, however, fulfilled by signing an accorci
betwee.n the government of Assam and the Demand
Cot:nmlttee as well as the All Rabha Students’ Union on
10 .March 1995. But surprisingly Sarat Ch. Rabha
Prgsxdent of Pgmand Committee was not nominated as’
C:hlef Execuhye Membel”, as Rabha'’s political affiliation
did not permit him to become the first Chief Executive
Membe.r. (C.E.N.I).. He also did not like to compromise with
his political afflllaﬁon. So the vice-president of the De-
mand Committee, Saibasachi Rabha was nominated to
th.e p.ost of CEM. Sarat Chandy Rabha was highl
dissatisfied with the move and ‘remained aloof f? ‘
interim Rabha Hasong Autonomoys Council (R.H.A (‘:)m
On 21¢ April 1995, the joint steering co "

R.H.A.C. and A.R.S.U. adopted a resolution mmittee of

by nominat-

45

ing Sarat Ch. Rabha as Chief Executive Member of interim
council based on certain condition. But the joint steering
committee’s meeting held on 15% July 1995 at Tribal Rest
House, Gauhati nominated Saibasachi Rabha as C.E.M.
as Sarat Ch. Rabha had not ready to resign from his C.PL
membership. However, the interim council was ultimately
formed and oath taking ceremony was held on 20* July
1995. Sarat Ch. Rabha, though deprived from such a
coveted post he never comprised with his ideology.

Sarat Ch. Rabha’s political association with R.H.A.C.
and other umbrella organizations did not come to an end
even though he remained outside the interim council. In
fact, the dissatisfaction of a section of Rabha people and
reaction of narrow politics led to the formation of “Rabha
Hasong Suraksha Parishad” (Rabha Land Security Coun-
cil) under the presidentship of Mr. Dwijen Rabha in the
convention of the Rabhas held on 8" August 1995 at
Janamandir premises in Dudhnoi, Goalpara. However,
Mr. Rabha resigned from the post of presidentship due
to ill-health and Sarat Ch. Rabha was entrusted with the
responsibility of the president. In 1996, as pre-poll
strategy, the ‘Suraksha Parishad’ extended their support
to the four-party alliance led by Assam Gana Parishad
in the context of boundary demarcation, finance and
legislative empowerment, power transfer of various de-
partments, solution to tribal land problems, etc. to RHA.C.
The alliance won the election and formed the new
government on 15th May 1996 under Prafulla Mahanta
as Chief Minister. On 12* June 1996, the new government
through a notification Saibasachi Rabha led R.H..A.C. was
dissolved. Such a move was challenged by lodging a case
at Gauhati High Court and as a result of whnch. the
government could not form the RH.A.C. for a long time.
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However, after due consultation with ¢
) : with ‘Rabha Hason
Sx;]r.aksha Parishad’ an interim council was formed irgl
:J”]lCh Sarat Ch. Rabha was nominated as C.E.M. On 4t
: :031: })9a?h7 -Sara; Ch aI}abha and other Executive Members
k In a formal ceremony. He b
Chief Executive Member of R.yH.A.eC. ecame the second

o He tnesi his !evel best to bring maximum welfare
e people inhabited within the Council’s jurisdiction.
Many vyelfare plans and programmes were executed
tLLnder hlS‘: ab!e leadership. But during his tenure as C.E.M.
fafll t;ug:lmatlon of insurgency problem and governments
et Aea(a:su:es led the f—:r.ltire state to a trouble situation.
had. ) rt 'd 0o the uprising of several insurgency outfits
exerted far reaching detrimental impact on the
process of development. However, during such social
juncture, Rabha Hasong Autonomous Council under th
able 'leadership of Sarat Ch. Rabha could be able te
convince the insurgent youths of Rabha National Securitg
Force (RIN.SF) and brought them into mainstream by

arranging are-laying ceremon ; .
office of RHA.C. Y organized in front of the

Sarat Ch.. Rabha, besides a Rabha political leader,
W?s a great social reformer. He took a serious view on’
wndespreéd consumption of alcohol by the tribal society
and_ he tried to form public opinion so that a alcohol free
society could be established. He was also a tribal leade
of excellence. He devoted himgelf for the welfare of triballr
society at large. In 1973 he was elected as Vice-President
of ‘Asom Tribal Sangha’ and in each executive and
general meeting he had been able to convince the e: nl
through his logical arguments as 5 visionary f)eadl::are
Subsequently in 1985, he was elected as president of thé
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organization at Jagiroad session.

- Sarat Ch. Rabha was also a leader of co-operative
movement in Assam. In 1983 he was elected as president
of Goalpara district Co-operative Society. Apart from this,
hé'also held the post of Chairman of an Agricultural Bank
and South Goalpara Khandsari Mill located at Darangiri.

A man of dedicated life for the welfare of the
masses, Sarat Ch. Rabha was always ready to help the
people in need. The life of Sarat Ch. Rabha is a saga
of constant struggle and achievements. A man of high
tolerance capacity, he had to withstand the tragedy of his
daughters sudden demise. In 1971, when he was M.LA.
and attending Assembly session in Shillong his two
daughters namely Lenina and Dhanada expired one after
another in two consecutive days. Similar tragedy was
reported on 8" January 1995 when he was in an
executive meeting of C.PI. at Guwahati. In the next day
he found that the death body of his wife waiting for his
final farewell.

Sarat Chandra Rabha, a born communist was
never think for his personal gain and welfare. During his
tenure as an MLA. he had not enjoyed the life and
save money for his own welfare. He even had not kept
his family members in M.L.A. hostel. A man with diverse
quality, Sarat Ch. Rabha had the credit of writing poems,
travelogues and articles on socio-cultural aspects of the
Rabhas. Though Sarat Ch. Rabha had no published bqok
to his credit he used to write in journals and souvenirs.
The article on ‘Baikho Pujar Agnipariksha’ publlstl’ed in
the souvenir of ‘Bebak Rabha Kurang Runf:hl{m and
‘Pub-Germanat bish din’, etc. are worthment.lonm.g.. Be-
sides, the travelogue written on his first foreign visit (to
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German Pemocrahc Republic) he also wrote ‘Utkantha’
a.verse in .lettgr form to his wife, wherein the writer
_gxpressec.:l his feeling of love from a foreign land. It ma

be. men_tloneq that Rabha visited Russia in 1980 as g
Irzg:n]o?r co:nttrfgenf of 32 days long ‘Communist Party of
" ‘3 tsk fntiﬁd:mll mission from India to Russia. A few lines
e 12’ written by Sarat Chandra Rabha are as

“Krishna Sagar aji kiyo” santo?
S_aaga.urparar chochi mohanagar santo
Alya nisha na bajigaise matra
‘ Ir_pan sonkale chochij mdhanagar
A»Jl' kiyo baru hol stabdho santo?

- Chario fale nimao mao
Sagarar. samudhur botaho nochola ho}
Dhaur gorjonar abiroto chando naikiya h’ol”

“Hei priyotoma —
tarbabe hiya more howa nai bisadar mo on
san.to Sagarot dekhisho tomarei 'hidaikhg ’
Hidei dekhi tomar, mon hol mor asthirn.
Santo Krishna sagarko dekhilo .tetiya
o Asanto asthir,
Tomalai likha hol aj chithi, sagaror kotha bor gobhir.”

Sarat Chandra Rabhg i _
community. He has been g Pirszna%?tglizs V;)}i Rat;ll:a
people of Goalpara in general would be indebiod. Rict
tributes have been paid to the ¢ eparted el ed. Rich
published souvenir on the ‘Sradha Cel’emons?uf and has
personality. This human rights activist aydol’rhe great
masses will be remembered for hi Commr;ndaﬁder of

e con-
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tributions. -
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HAKIM RABHA

Hakim Rabha was one of the pioneering political
leaders _and reformers of the people in general and the
Rat')has In particular. A Rabha youth of pre-independence
perloq who received higher education outside Assam and
experienced the freedom movement in his college days
becf';\me an ambitious leader of masses. Born and brough’;
up in a backward tribal community, he undertook refor-
mation and society upliftment activities for the tribals and
also particularly for the community in which he was born

Hakim Rabha was born in 191
vﬂl;age in Dudhnoi of Goalpara district. 2Hiast faTtEZl:a\istl
R_a]an Rabha and he was adopted by his step mother as
his mother died early. His father remarried Goshabala
Rabha. He began his early education at Thekachu [P
school. After passing L.P school he was admitted m
Dolgoma M.E. school but he returned in the Dudhnoi
M.E. schoo! and from there he passed the M.E. school
On compl‘etlor% of M.E. school he got admitted in Sibsa 'ar.
Polytechnic ngh School, which wag under the banger

he got involved

of Gopinath Bordoloi, Khogei;gie;ﬂihe}\lgisei}:g

Manisankar Basumatary. In 1942 i,
imprisoned in jail for 6 months, Aﬁeru;zfe:ste?i?n a-::j
jai
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he contributed his higher education and got admitted in
Banaras Hindu University. In 1948, he took his B.A.
degree from the Banaras Hindu University and returned

home.

Hakim Rabha began his service life as an Assistant
Teacher of newly established Dudhnoi M.E. school. There
he served for about one year and got himself involved
in politics, became an active worker of Congress party.
In 1952, he was nominated as a candidate of Member
of Legislative Assembly for one of the two seated Goalpara
constituency and he was elected without contest. In 1957
also, again he was nominated for the second executive
term and completed the full term. Yet again in 1962 he
was nominated in the Assembly Election from the same
party for the third consecutive term. This time also he won
the seat by defeating Sarat Chandra Rabha, the C.PI
candidate. He remained as an M.L.A. upto 1967. In 1967,
though he was nominated and contested for the seat he
however, lost the election against Sarat Ch. Rabha, a
budding C.PI. leader.

Hakim Rabha being a political leader of post
independence time and transitional phase of develop-
ment, concentrated in the developmental and welfare
programmes of the government. During his tenure as an
M.LA. he executed a number of developmental u_zorks
in his constituency. His contribution towards educational
development of the region was worthmentioning. Among
them the financial grant to Goalpara College, hostel and
other building grants under tribal development fund,

i i : ini i, etc.
finar ic Training Centre, Dudhnoi, el
BEIR: Qrat fororeei] hools in the district

were notable. Besides, all the L.P. schoois 1t e o
upto Lakhipur were brought under provincialised system
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through his constant educational development effort
’As- a political and socijal worker, he had 'far
reaching influence in the entire Dudhnoj region. The
developr_nental works were executed under his able
!eadersh.xp. "He was extended helping hand by the
}Ellfal;genmal persons of Dudhnoi namely, Suprasad
K bhhlary, Naren Kh;klarg, Yudhisthir Hazawary, Prasana
Ra iav,l B.aul Member, Pujaruram Rabha, Bakhane Ram
K;gy, ahim Roy;, .Haren Roy, Ashini Kr. Patgiri, Pabitra
Ba;si?;l:':: Narl\zpaju sl:’»asumatary, Mohot Hazawary, Nikunjo
gosun Ro;f]’ et:lm ankar Basumatary, T?fun Kh'akhlary,

. Hakim Rabha was very much
preyailirig socio-cdlturo-econo?nic 'cdgd;i(i)c?rf f:)rfnfl?e (l;r;l:{:e
comr.numty in particular. ‘He had to organize ubl'a
meetings of clans or social groups of the Rabhas to%ve n
away thg social taboos related to marriage and de atlr'l1
gc:;errsnomc(]as, socia;l' evils like too much consumption of r?ce

and use o pork in social ceremoni i
also trl.e.d his level best to prevent th: n;i?i Sriségce; hef
st;pgrshttl)ous l?elief on ‘Daini’. As regards the consumptioc;
1(')1( nc‘;evI tehar in socna.n} Ceremonies he initiated measures
ike do 'Nlb'aram (prevention of alcohol). Rabha
succee ed in his mission of eradicating some of such
social prOblems: The Rabha society in Dudhnoi area
bggan to solmnised the marriage and death ceremonies
Wxth<?ut the use pf alcohol and pork. Such tradition wa
first introduced in the death ceremony of his father. S

As a social worker and p

. Ploneerin iti
and as a token of recognition and love to h?s Is);lf;z(s:sald le;der
tion, Hakim Rabha was honoyreq and mwrdled nf m];;:-

dation papers in various institutiong iy, greater Goalpara dis
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trict and public-gatherings and annual sessions.
Hakim Rabha’s political life was highly influenced

by the eminent and great personalities of Assam like
Gopinath Bordoloi and Bimola Prasad Chaliha. He wrote
his biography in 1995 but could not complete the book
because of his ill health. A young and energetic politician,
Hakim Rabha was the pioneering leader in the dawn of
free India. He will be remembered for his commendable

contribution.

Note: Based on information and data provided by Mrs.
Anandibala Rabha, wife of late Hakim Rabha,
Thekachu, Dudhnoi, Goalpara. o
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Late Harimohan Sarkar was one of the towering
personalities, socio-cultural activists and litterateurs of the
Rabhas. He was a true researcher and scholar who
profoundly loved indigenous folk music and culture. A
teacher by profession, Harimohan Sarkar besides teaching
in Middle School level used to collect folk materials like
riddle, lullby, folk-songs which had been on the verge
of extinction. He was a keen and minute researcher as
well as an observer of Rabha socio-cultural aspects. A
hard working person with strong social commitment,
Sarkar was one of the pioneering Rabha socio-cultural
activists especially an active social organizer, researcher
and litterateur. He had keen interest on the anthropologi-

cal study of the Rabhas, their genesis, historical back-
grounds and settlements, .

Harimohan Sarkar was borm on 1¢
1942 at Shitolmari Bongaon v

Rangjuli Revenue Circle. The
foothills of Shitolmari Hillocks
Rabhas. His father was Dashora
His mother was Uleswari Rab
Dashoram Rabha. Harimohan
picious time when the Quit Indj
by Mahatma Gandhi. The pa

becoming the newly born bab

September
age in Tiplai area under
village is situated in the
and is inhabited by the
m Rabha, a poor farmer.
ha, the second wife of
Was born in such a aus-
a Movement was launched
rents had a great hope of
Y @ great man in the future.

55

i kar had Girija Rabha, Paresh Chandra
gjrir;??arilrosda%abha, Niroda Rabha and Aruna Rabha
i brOtI}-]l(:rSin?Sl?a:itz;Sén his early education at Shitolm_ari
Bongaon L.P. School located in the _village. After passimg
L.P school he was admitted at Tiplai M.V. school in ¢ as?[
IV. A problem was arisen when he was about to'l.ge
admitted in the said class. According to the thc_an prevai hing
rule if a pupil wants to read English as a subj?ct one ad
to pay a fee. Harimohan had a great m'tentlon to re?1
Minor with English. But he had been. advised to rea((:ii 1;[ e
higher course without English by his uncle Goba;‘ Tﬁn
Sarkar who was the Headmaster of that M.V. scboo . The
Headmaster knew that the parents had no capacntg.l to an
fees for English course. This had di‘shearte.ned l}-lla{rlinot.an
to a great extent and began fasting. His suc u: e?hl'or]l
of reading English had promoted the guardians to hml
seriously over the matter and _rc.zquested tl}}e t.sc o{o
authority to consider the fee by writing an applica Tl}(])n ﬁ
Mr. Sadhu Chandra Nath, President of the school. Thoug
he was admitted in the Minor course he had to ap}p;ear
in a special selection examination tf) bfz held af’[elrl(’f1 rei
months. If he could pass the examination h? wou ge(,j
concession in fees. He appeared the examination an
secured good marks and accordingly_ he_got the concesé
sion. Thus he continued his study in first and- secon
group and passed the examination frf?m Dudhnoi Exa@-
nation Centre securing second divismn..On completl'or?
of M.V. school examination he was adm_lﬁgd t_o Rang]uli
High school in 1958. At that time Rangjuli High Schoo
and Hekra High School (now Higher Sfecondary l?oth)
were the only nearest High schools available for higher
study in the locality. At that time about 10 km long stretch
of road from Tiplai to Rangjuli was full of jungle, there
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were the fear of wild animals. But Harimohan Sarkar had
no ‘means to stay in the hostel as his family was
econczlmtlhcallhgjI n?t sound. However, amidst struggle he
gi;i,eol ine lga&_)t;l?mahon examination from Rangjuli High
It may be mentioned that it was a matter of concem
fqr a needy family like Harimohan Sarkar to continue for
higher study. The household had no efficient earning
members and also had very small landholding as agri-
cultural lar§d to support the family. His elder brother
engaged himself in cultivation to educate his younger
brother.- The entire family members had a great intention
to provide higher education to Harimohan Sarkar. Thus
pe was .admitted in Pragjyotish College and passed’
intermediate examination in 1962, He further continued

his education at B. Borooah C
: oll
degrez from the same college. °ge and took BA.

Harimohan Sarkar’s life w,

. was full of struggle. How-
ever, his undauntefi spirit led him to face thegghalleng‘:s
ﬁnd he succeeded In establishing himself. While in college

e teok up teachingjob looking back to his family

condition. Though he had the i .
he could not do so, ¢ intention for further study

Harimohan Sarkar began his professi i
joining as an Assistant Teacher ip Sslpara ;Ir.‘sl iliiolz)yl
near Dhupdhara on 8% March 1961 They hs oo
transferred to Digholi M.y school, Dhupdhara Afgt
serving about ten years in these two s’chools again h .
transferred in Tiplai M.V. schoo] in 1971. Heg co t'e Wa;
as an Assistant Teacher in Tiplaj M.V. school y tn l]1;‘9129
and he was promoted to Headmaster and 'I:)io d
Goruchatka M.V. school on 11t December 1]98n7e anag
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ed till 29" May 1993. .

Harimohan Sarkar while working:as teacher in
Dhupt{ara area began to study folk-culture and tradition,
of the Rabha.and Boro community and also the cultures
of different communities. He collected folk materials which
were on the verge of extinction like ‘Bhahurangi’ of the
Rabhas, riddles, proverbs, lullaby and other folk literature
available in eastern part of Goalpara district and south
Kamrup areas. He knew the techniques to exiract thosev"
hidden folk literatures from illiterate people particularly.
from the ‘Pati Rabhas’ in the region. Through his exten-
sive research oriented study he published a book entitled
‘Bahurangi Geeter Achalat’ in 1965. The book though
small in volume was a precious contribution in the field
of folk-literature. The book was appreciated by Benudhar
Sarma the ex-president of ‘Asom Sahitya Sabha’. Sri
Sarma while commenting on the book said, ‘this com-
pilation is the result of Sriman Harimohan Sarkar’s
endeavour and his interest on ancient culture ........... It
is an asset which can not be bumt’. He also collected
the folk-songs related to religious rituals and festivals and
in 1970 published the second book entitled ‘Tukuria
geet’. Yet again in 1980 ‘published a poem compilation
‘Ami Sare Asu’ and ‘Hatbulani’. In 1989 he published
another remarkable research oriented book, ‘Rabha Samaj
Aru Sanskritir Abhas’. The book published by Binapani
Rabha with financial assistance of the Tribal Research
Institute, Assam, Guwahati was a major contribution in
the field of Rabha socio-cultural heritage study. It was a
pioneering work devoted to ethnic and historical perspec-
tives of the Rabhas which throws light on population,
literary, folk-culture including historical and legendary
ballads —‘Naluwa Chaluwar geet’, ‘Randana Chandanar




58

geet’, ‘Tukuria geet’, ‘Haimaru geet’, ‘Marai geet’, Juna
geet’, ‘Boromahi geet’, etc. Besides, the historical and
legendary beliefs, folk-tales and historical significance of
place-name of a few Rabha inhabited places have been
discussed. In the bool the scholastic aptitude of Harimohan
-Sarkar is well established as the volume is a systematic
analysis with the application of research methodology
- without having a research guide. Sarkar had also to his
credit a number of journals and souvenirs as editor.
Beside these, he also worked as a local correspondent
in the ‘Saptahik Nilachal’ published from Gauhati. The
literary contribution of Harimohan Sarkar towards Assamese
literature was highly commendable. In the grass-root level,
he worked as General Secretary of ‘Rupjyoti’ branch of
Asom Sahitya Sabha located at Dhupdhara, Goalpara. He
was the Executive Member of ‘Asom Sahitya Sabha’ for
three consecutive years from 1968 to 1971. Apart from
this he was a life member of this apex literary organization
of Assam. : '
Harimohan Sarkar was one of the pioneering
socio-cultural activists and organizers who devoted himself
for the development of the Rabhas. He had to shoulder
the responsibility of General Secretary of ‘Rabha Satra
Sanmilan’ from 1958 to 1960 and Rabha Jatio Parishad
from 1975-76. During his tenure as Secretary he orga-
nized annual sessions and convention throughout Assam
and Meghalaya. He had the credit of editing the souvenir
published on the silver jubilee session of ‘Purbanchal
Rabha Samaj’ in 1986. He became the president of the
Bebak Rabha Kurang Runchum ‘(All Rabha Sahitya
Sabha), the prestigious organization and post of literary
body from 1986 to 1993. While he was in such literary
field he was associated with a couple of literary organi-
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zations and institutions. He became a member of
Anandaram Barua Institute of Language and Culture
(ABILAC) and was a convenor of ‘Bhasa Samannai
Samiti’. '

White ‘dhoti’ and ‘punjabi’ clad in immaculate
order, bright in complexion, humorous in nature,
Harimohan Sarkar was a man of simple way of life with
high ambition. He worked especially for the literary
development of the Rabhas and Assamese society in
general. A highly enthusiastic person in the field of socio-
cultural and literary works he had to- suffer with a sudden
health problem while attending B.R.K.R’s session at
Dudhnoi and died on 29% May 1993 after fifteen days

. of medical treatment in Guwahati at the age of 51. He

left behind his mother Uleswari Rabha, wife Mrs. Binapani
Rabha, two sons and two daughters. His eldest daughter,
Miss Dipika Rabha is by now serving as a lecturer in the
department of Assamese Bikali College, Dhupdhara,
Goalpara. Sarkar’s mission for the welfare of the Rabha
society is highly appreciated by people from every section
of the greater Assamese society. His socio-cultural and

scholastic work will continue to inspire the Rabha com- .

munity in particular and Assamese society in general.

References :

1. Rabha, Bhoben, - 1977: “Harimohan Sarkarar
Chamu Jiban” in
“purbanchal” Mouthpiece,
Dudhnoi Purbanchal Rabha
Samaj (ed) Dasharat Rabha,
pp. 84-86.

2. Rabha, Dipika, - 2002 : ‘Harimohan Sarkarar Chamu
Jibani’ in souvenir ‘Platinum
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Jubillee of Tiplai M.V, School,
Tiplai, Goalpara (ed) Bhupen
Nath, pp. 30-31.
3. Sarkar, Harimohan. -1989 - “Rabha Samaj Sanskritir
Abhas’, Binapani Rabha,
Tiplai, Goalpara, pp. 1-

| 72.
4. Sarkar, Harimohan,- 1965 - Bahugeetar Achalat, 1+
published.
5. Sarkar, Harimohan,- 1970 - ‘Tukuria Geet’, 1% pub-
lished.

Note : Informant

1. Mrs. Binapani Sarkar, wife of late Harimohan Sarkar, age
- 55 years.

2. Miss Dipika Rabha, daughter of Late Harimohan Sarkar,
age- 28 years, Bongaon, Tiplai, Goalapara.

e - ———
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ANANDIBALA RABHA

Srimoti Anandibala Rabha is a household name
in the south western part of Assam. A daughter of Upper
Assam and a bride of Lower Assam, Anarndibala Rabha
is a symbol of integrity. Mrs. Rabha is one of the
pioneering woman political leaders and social activists of
Assam. The wife of an illustrious and pioneer political
leader, Anandibala Rabha has been able to follow the
path that her husband sets. In fact, she happens to be
the first Rabha woman to become an M.L.A. and still
today none of the Rabha woman can break the record.
A popular woman with simple nature and always in
helping attitude, she is popularly called as ‘Anandibaido’.
She has been a source of inspiration and guiding force
for the Rabha women in particular and women folk in
general.

Anandibala Rabha was born in 1936 at Nasungi
village under Thengal Mouza in Jorhat District. Her father
was late Sukharam Hazarika, a religious minded person
and Mandal of Mejanga Panbari Tea Estate. Her mother
was late Bahoni Hazarika. She started her primary school
education in Rangajan L.P School and appeared schol-
arship examination at Titabor. After completion of primary
education she was admitted in Titabor M.E. school. On
completion of M.E. school study she was admitted in
Jorhat Girls’ High School. While reading in class IX in



62

that school she was appointed as teacher in Titabor M.E.
fs,ChOOI' Later on, she passed the Matriculation examina-
'jnon from Titabor High School. Then she took admission
in J.B. College, Jorhat. When she was in intermediate
course she took basic training at senior basic training
centre at Roha. On completion of training she was
appom.ted as teacher in Titabor Basic Training Centre.
Anandibala Rabha was very active in social activities since
her school life. She was Union Secretary from class VII
onwards. She was also involved in political activities since
her early professional life. Anandibala Rabha got married
with Hakim Rabha, a political leader of Goalpara district

and after marriage she joined as Headmistress of Dudhnoi -

Girs” High School. She also studied at Goalpara college
and 'PaSSfed B.A. from.that college in 1965. In 1972 she
‘IA.’eas' rllaofnma'ted as a congress candidate of Member of
wo%,lsthhve Assembly from Dudhnoi Constituency and
candid:( se:t by defeating Sarat Chandra Rabha, C.PL
election ei' tgham in 1978 she was nominated but lost the
candidaten‘A ° h?md of Jagat Patgiri, a Janata party
leadership. innandlbala Rabha as a political leader took
. Opmental cﬁeyfary aspects of women welfare and devel-

activities. She became the founder secretary ©

‘Goal istri ;
leadae fife l?:gnct Mahila Samiti’, As a woman Pomical
itiated severg] developmental works of the

constitu :
the deﬁsixt]cé'ra-rr\'tien 2':ldhn°i College was brought under
-Aid sysem during her tenure as M.L-5-

involved with almost a] ), etc. Besides, she W2°
establi ; ! the wom ot
ablished during the last pa en organizations 3

Tt of the century in Goalpa™®
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district right from Dhupdhara in the east to Jaleswar in
the South West. She has always been ready for any sort

of women welfare in the district. Besides, women welfare

activities she has also been associated with Rabha Social
Organizations. She has to her credit a Montessori School

run by herself.
The untimely demise of her adopted son Santanu

Rabha greatly shocked the iron lady of the Rabhas. This
pioneering woman politician, social worker par excellence
and leader of masses will be remembered and she will
continue to inspire the womenfolk of the Rabhas in
particular and Assamese in general.

Note: Based on interview held at the residencé in
Thekachu village.
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'MONI RABHA

.~ Sri Monindra Rabha, better known as Moni Rabha
is a household name among the Rabhas. He is a constant
source of inspiration for the Rabhas inhabiting in Garo
Hills of Meghalaya and Assam. A man with strong
determination for socio-cultural and political emancipa-
tion of the backward tribal community like the Rabhas,
he since his young age initiated stringent measures. A
visionary, Rabha is an active social activist and litterateur
of the Rabhas. He has been associated with almost all
the social organizations in Meghalaya and Assam. Mr.
Moni Rabha is a successful political leader of Meghalaya
who has the credit of becoming the Deputy Speaker and
Speaker of Meghalaya State Legislative Assembly and
also . the credit of representing the Assembly seat for
maximum term since 1972. He is a man with multifaceted
personality, a poet and litterateur. He is a writer who
devoted to creative and folk literary works.

o Mgni Rabha was born on 1¢ November, 1944 at
Trikikila in West Garo Hijls of Meghalaya. His father
Gaogaram Rabha and mother Jagri Rabha were well
kn.own for their open mindedness in the village. In
childhood days Moni Rabha was known as Mockel and
the Muslim villagers called him ag Mockeluddin. Little

Monindra began his early education in Trikikila and
passed Matriculation Examinatiop, in 1959. He also
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passed LA. in 1962 and then joined 2t Drangiri M.E.
school as teacher. In 1965, 'he was joined as” Assistant
Teacher at Bapujinagar High School in Goalpara after
passing B.A. Examination in the same year. Moni Rabha
then joined at Trikikilla High School in his home pla;ge
as Assistant Teacher. He was also the In-charge Headmas-
ter when Headmaster was on leave. When he was holding
the post as In-charge Headmaster of the school, Meghalaya
State was reorganized and created a new district in-the
name of West Garo Hills in 1971. At that time, there was
a growing demand from the public of the locality to
contest in the State Assembly election from West. Garo
Hills as a candidate. In the mearitime he was also selected
for B.T. training course and had the intention of appearing
M.A. final examination. He had no intention to contest
in the election. So he requested Jogendranath Bantho,
a prominent educated youth of the locality and his close
relative to contest the election but he refused to contest
the election. Moni Rabha under constant pressure from
the people of the locality contested the Assembly election
of Meghalaya held in 1972 and won the election by
defeating Md. Nurul Islam. As a successful politician of

the region, Moni Rabha has been served to the capacity

of Speaker in the Meghalaya State ASSQTF!Q!S;’-‘Rabha has
served the Meghalaya Assembly as minister in different
portfolios like irrigation, border trade, forest ,?“d environ-
ment, etc. He was Cabinet Minister for five years. Despite
holding distinctive ministerial post and actively involved
in State politics, Mr. Rabha has simultaneously b'.e'gl
engaged himself in literary activities. Moni Rabha, since
the first half of sixty’s has been contributing to the VRab.ha
and Assamese literature by writing in journals, souvenrs,
newspapers and by publishing books. He is basically ?
poet and an essayist. His literary works among others
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ir}clg_de poem, language and literature of the Rabhas,
dictionary on Rabha language, book on social and
customary laws of the Rabhas, etc.

Moni Rabha’s published works are as follows:

Books

1. 1963 : ‘Sathar’ 1% published.

2. ... : ‘Binani’ poem - 1* published.

3. ... : ‘Mor Porichoi’ poem — 1% published.

4. 1970 : ‘Rabha Bhasa Siksha Padhoti’ 1% pub-
lished. ‘

5. 1972 : ‘Rabha Buranjir Pratidhani’ 1% published.

6. 1975 : ‘Rabha Sanskritir Dhara’ — 1% published.

7. 1994 : ‘Rabha Bhasar Fokora - Yozona Aru Jatuwa

:Fhas’ - 1% published.

: ‘Rabha Samajor Samajik Ain Aru
Dandabhidhi’ - 1# published

. 2001 : ‘Haimaru Chay’ - 1¢ published.

O
P—t
O
\O
e

. Apart from these published books, Rabha has a
}.ugh. number of unpublished manuscripts ready for pub-
lication. Among them mention may be made of Dictio-
nary on Rabha language (more than 15,000 words,
wrl.tten in Rabha-Assames-English), Mondakini, Gunjan,
Shillonger ,da‘f’ar (all poem), Kalidasar Meghdoot (trans-
lated), Chapkini Khurang (Rabha poem), Mayur Kuwari
(Rabha folk tale), Tribhasa (word meaning), ‘Buburenga’
(compilation of Rabha songs), ‘Kimbadanﬁ;- Sadhu’ (leg-
endary folk tale), ‘Rabha Buranjir pam khedi’, ‘Rabha
Lokogeet Sangraha’, ‘Rabha Bhasar Khandabaika —
Jatuwathas’, etc. His book ‘Sathar’ is the collection of folk
songs being presented in the ‘Baikhu’ festival of the
Rabhas. Like ‘Bihugeet’ the ‘Sathar’ has the elements of
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folk tradition which can bring feelings of love among the
Rabha boys and girls. In ‘Rabha Buranjir Pratidhani’ the
historical perspectives of the Rabhas, their ethnic effinities
and cultural heritage have been analysed in systematic
manner. His latest publication — ‘Haimaru Chay’ is a
collection of ballads relating to Dadan Marukshiri, the
legendary hero of the Rabhas.

Moni Rabha has been conferred ‘Rebanath Sarma’
award by a leading Guwahati based literary organization
— ‘Guwahati Sahitya Kanan' for his literary contribution.
The pioneering political leader and great litterateur will
continue fo inspire the Rabha community.

References:

1. Rabha, M. 1986 - ‘Schoolar Pachis basharia jibanar
ati samiksha’, Souvenir, Silver
Jubilee Trikikilla High School.

2. Rabha, M. 1994 - ‘Rabha Samajar Samajik Ain Aru
Dandabidhi’ Pine Printers, Shillong.

Note : Partially based on interview.
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LISTI RABHA RONGKHO

Listi Rabha Rongkho, a popular narme among the
Rabhas is a towering personality, a social activist and
reformer of modern Rabha society. He is a constant source
of inspiration for the Rabhas. Listi Rabha is also a
pioneering Rabha litterateur and poet. He has the credit
of editing the first Rabha journal ‘Champai’, which has
earmarked as the milestone of Rabha literary periods as
pre-champai, champai and post-champai, etc. A pioneer-
ing social organizer of ‘Mechpara Madhyanchal Rabha
Samaj, Listi Rabha Rongkho has been associated with
almost all the apex Rabha Socio-Cultural organizations.

Listi Rabha Rongkho was born in the year 1945
at Satabari village under Lakhipur Revenue Circle of
Goalpara district. His father was Late Nageswar Rabha,
better known as Nakeng Ram Rabha, a villager of Satabari
who used to pile up woods under 2 ‘Nageswar’ tree. His
mother was late Rukchek Rabha. He had two brothers
and he was the youngest. [ st began his early education
at Satabari Lower Primary schoo| ang got admitted in
Baida M.V. School. On completion of M.V, School edu-
cation he got admitted in Baguwan High School and
passed matriculation examination i 1964. He then took
admission in Goalpara College for Intermediate Arts
course. On completion of Intermediate course he took
admission in the same college to study B.A. with Honours
in Economics. In 1968 he  pagseq the degree course
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with Honours. He also took his Post Graduate Degree in
Assamese (literature Group) as a private candidate from
Gauhati University in 1992.

Listi Rabha had a poor family background in his
childhood days. He had to help his parents in cultivation.
In 1998 his elder brother, Harendra Rabha expired anfj
this led to household problems. So he had to extend his
helping hand to the parents whose occupation were
agriculture. Listi Rabha got married Pramila Rabha in
1973. They have four sons and five daughters.

Listi Rabha began his professional career as a
teacher in Satabari M.E. school. He was also the founder
Secretary of the school. In 1968, he joined Baida High
School as an Assistant Teacher and he was promoted to
the post of Headmaster in September 1970.

Listi Rabha, since his childhood had the urge for
social service. As he was born and brought up in one
of the most backward parts of Assam, mainly dominatfzd
by Rangdani and Maitori clans of the Rabhas along with
other ethnic communities. Besides being an enlightened
and learned person of the society and the socio—cultural
environment of the locality demands him become a social
worker and reformer. He concentrated himse!f on the
social upliftment of the Rabhas which had myriad prob-
lems of development.

Listi Rabha Rongkho launched revolutlon,ary rrllg fe-
ment which was not religious in nature r.ather it cou e
termed as social reformation. In the sixties an;?l Zi;;ana;ld
the Rabha Society in greater Lakhipur (.Mletc bI?)o arising
Meghalaya had to experience a sort of socia cai o e
out of cross marriage between the pabhas ok
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The orthodox Rabha society of the time did not give
social recognition to such cross-marriage couples. They
had been kept separately from the society and they were
known as ‘Domasha’. Such untouchability prevailing in
the society had negative effect on the Rabha society. Listi
Rabha realized the crux of the problem and tried to solve
the problem of ‘Domasha’ by arranging meeting with 3-
4 Mandals (village heads). The ‘Domashas’ were pun-
ished and imposed fine, thus they had been socialized.
In the process a number of ‘Damashas’ were brought back
to Rabha society.

The Rabhas inhabiting in the Mechpara (Lakhipur)
area were highly influenced by the Rabha society formed
in the eastern part of Goalpara district in the name of
‘Dudhnoi Purbanchal Rabha Samaj’. In 6% April, 1975,
a meeting was convened at Dadan temple, Baida under
the presidentship of Malendra Rabha of Medhipara. In the
meeting, after introduction of Mandals of 17 villages, Listi
Rabha emphasized on the need to form a greater Rabha
Society in that region. His -appeal ‘was supported by
Kamlakanta Rabha, Mahendra Rabha and Sachindra

Rabha. Such appeal of the social activist was accepted -

by the gathering and a social organization in the name
of ‘Mechpara Madhyanchal Rabha Samaj’ was formed
with Latsing Kumar Rabha as president and Sachindra
Rabha as General Secretary. Listi Rabha was one of the
five members committee constituted for drafting ‘Bidhi

Bidhan' (constitution) of the society. Other members were .

Narendra Rabha, Furen Ch. Rabha, Britishan Rabha and
Sachindra Rabha. Besides this pioneering effort, he was
also a driving force _in the establishment of ’ ‘Dadan’
Temple at Baida which was proposed to establish at
Hatisalla.
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" So far the socio-cultural milieu of the Rabhas
inhabiting in Mechpara area is concerned, Rabha Rongkho
played a catalytic role in keeping the rich customary rules
intact. He was very much concerned with the growing

“tendency of Hinduised marriage system in Rabha society.

He raised question on the issue in the meeting held on
18" February 1988 which was widely discussed by the
members and resolved to keep the customs and culture
without jeopardizing its distinctive values. Listi Rabha
Rongkho, for his commendable contribution towards
socio-cultural development of the Rabhas unanimously
selected as president of ‘Mechpara Madhyanchal Rabha
Samaj’ in its 13" annual session held at Chatosigiri on
2 and 3 April, 1986. Listi Rabha was also a pioneering
organizer. It may be noted that All Rabha Students’ Union
was organized under the presidentship of Listi Rabha
Rongkho at Goalpara College on 12 February 1980. It
was first organized in the name of All India Rabha
Students’ Union. Besides, he had the credit of represent-
ing as a organizer who initiated talk with the then Chief
Minister of Assam Mr. Hiteswar Saikia for inclusion of
Rangdani Rabha language as an associate language of
Assam,

Listi Rabha's contribution to the literary field of the
Rabhas is remarkable. He is one of the pioneering Rabha
litterateur and poet. In sixties he introduced himself by
initiating creative literary works which were published in
souvenirs, journals, etc. His first published book on poem
is ‘Saisabra Antham’ (1974). In 1981 he also brought
modern trend in' Rabha literature with the publication of
‘Hursai Hursai’. Listi Rabha has also credit of writing first
Rabha Novel ‘Feshek Taurangkai Tao), which was pub-
lished in Yatini Khurang’ in 1973.
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. ListiRabha’s commendable contribution as.well as
ftl oneering literary ‘{’Ol'k towards the development of Rabha
‘;ue;ahlxrg_%céan be attributed to the four volumes of ‘Champai’
19862 : bi'I%ecember‘ 1978, October 1980 and February
- ditorsg}l }If ed by ‘Champai Huri’ Baida under his
conside rlgd hlS!llterary magazine being first of its kind is
markable i tas a landmark in Rabha literature. His other re-
bublished I era:ry works are ‘Eshi Ushi Tangkai Shay’ (1991)
Primes ‘;20%9 R‘abha Adhayan Chakro’, Dudhnai, ‘Ahem
e papD2), TFen Khurang' (Rabha Grammar) 2003,
lterary worrlls’ f'fcl-fabha.has also a number of unpublished
number of a rh(i Hs cre_d;t, He has also contributed a large
nirs, news a cles in different magazines, journals, souve-
Rabha Roﬁgllz}?:)s ’alitc' put_’lished in Assam. In 1976, Listi
liteness Exchange o participated in the workshop on Po-

€ organized by Central Institute of Indian

Languages, M
bt i VIYSOY: X . .
Rabha from Rabh: cﬁlri?ngx:gRalen Rgbha and Baneswar

Apart hoo 1: ~ '
has also the f:?l':il.these literary activities, Rabha Rongkho
Jyoti Prasad Agany VNG ‘Asamini Rasong — Gabur
garwala’ (2003) a biography on dJyoti

Prasad Agarwala g :
in Rabha language.Ong with Dr. Upen Rabha Hakacham

Listi Rabha ,
with tough persOng‘i)“gkho 15 a man of simple life style
teacher and also an :yff.. A least-talk person is an ideal
death of his wife Pra clent administrator. The untimely
mila Rabha in 1999 deeply shocked

him. However, he conti
’ ntlnu
for the development of R:s to render yeoman’s service

3. Rabha, Listi : 2000 -
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PRAKASH RABHA

A simple man, always immaculately dressed in a
‘dhoti’ and golden coloured ‘punjabi’, Prakash Rabha is
an active socio-cultural activist of the Rabhas. He is a man
with multifaceted personality, a true lover of Rabha art,
culture and native language. A man with profound
knowledge in Rabha language and literature, Prakash
Rabha is one of the pioneers of Rabha drama movement
and a social organizer par-excellence. This writer had the
opportunity to meet Mr. Rabha for the first time in a
special workshop on ‘Rabha terms and Terminology’
organized by ‘Rabha Bhasa Parishad’, Dudhnoi at Baida
Nehru Vidyapeeth on 4" July 1998. The writer was
fascinated by the knowledge he possessed particularly in
Rabha language, admires him for his multidimensional
qualities. He has distinguished himself as a pioneer of
Rabha theatre (Drama) movement, an actor, an artist, a
great social worker and organizer, a sentinel of Rabha
cultural artifacts, a musiologist, an educationist and a poet.

Sri Prakash Rabha, a man of highly artistic nature,
talented and adroit writer was born on 1¢ January 1951
in the humble family of Late Hisab Rabha and Nidan
bala Rabha of Amguri 2 sleepy Rabha village of
Depalchung in Goalpara district. The village where he
was born, is under the famous historical ‘Mechpara’ region
which is famous for its Jaminday;’ system of administration
and land management. It is one of the most backward
areas of Goalpara district, located ynder Lakhipur Rev-
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enue Circle. Prakash Rabha began his primary school
education at Baida upto 1962 and he continued his M.E.
school education under acute economic hardship and
had to earn a living by cultivation and also by selling
milk. In 1966, he got admitted in Baida Nehru Vidyapeeth
High School. In 1971, he passed Matriculation Exami-
nation from the same High School. After passing matricu-
lation Examination he got admitted at Goalpara College
and passed Pre-University Examination in 1973. On
completion of Pre-University course he began to search
for a job as his family economic condition did not allow
him for higher education. Then he took up the job of
L.P School teacher and began a new life.

Prakash Rabha, since his boyhood days was very
much interested in Jatra’ ( a kind of open drama) and
theatre. When he was in High School education he often
engaged in ‘jatra’, ‘Gan’ and drama activities of the
locality. Since then he used to write plays especially one-
act-plays in the  initial period and also concentrated in
writing of full volume plays. Besides writing plays, he also
took - active initiatives in staging them in different
Programmes of the locality and schools. It may be
mentioned that he wrote the plays both in Rabhf
language and Assamese. Among his plays ‘Nubare Mankai
was the first One-Act-play written in 1970 and- it was
staged by him. This was followed by another social play
Nilichandan (1976) staged in the annual conference of
Mechpara Madhyanchal Rabha Samaj’ written by him-
Besides, ‘Bidai Champa’, ‘Sonamai’, ‘Saitan Aru Chlgll
all social plays were staged in 1977, 1980 and IPgh l
"esbectively. Moreover, plays of different naturé 1‘1ke bhu
Aru Bhul', “Paiki’, ‘Debokoina Radhika’ and Sar? thu

' were written and staged in various parts of the
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. with. 17

locality. Among ‘these ‘Sambhu MLA® was exclusively a President of this museum. The Cen,te,'ls'e.n;i (:w:‘clid’\:i las .
humorous- play. - .. - SO variegated socio-cultural -and- historical ?};gce,, apons; ...
T g : SRR rare traditional dresses, ornaments, ﬁaqlt‘%lfﬁal’-ﬁ%gy tc;]
:Prakash Rabha after writing and staging of social utensils, musical instruments, fdiffefef‘t“amf: 913 coins, efc.. -
plays, dramas befitting, to* the isocio-cultural dutiook and day use, artifacts on handloom, ,har!d}Cti‘if@LtP s
scenario prevailing in the iety, began - lize P ATTU
p g Rabha society, began to realize Mr. Prakash Rabha is not only a dramatist, playwrite;;: .

the need and 'also the feasibility - of ‘establishing a ‘com- osteemed moete

mercial. theatre in ithe. locality: So,"a commercial theatre - actor, social organizer but also 'al'h{gbhléd . number: of 17
group in the name . of ‘Sonajuli Theatre ‘Group’ was | and litterateur. So far he has contribu uage in-different=:
established under his:leadership in the year 1993. So far : Poems and articles written in Rab.harlang o Assam and:. 12
the theatre group has the credit of staging a couple of o Souvenirs, journals, books publxshedku 0' " a §6~wf~it-e-ﬁi9[~'
plays ‘in,(;luding -'‘Monmaina’ (a secial play), ‘Kamili Meghalaya. He has the credit of wor “;%ghg published:-.;
Champa’ (Maid ‘ servant Champa), ‘Bus Gari Thakala’ . .. of the book entitled, ‘Nursery Rymes I3 Qage {1112
(brokgn Bus-a humour play) etc. Mr. Rabha has been by .Central Institute of Indian Lﬁp%uﬁa.ggama in- ]
assoclated with Naita Dal’‘(Drama Grotip) of-his locality Manasagangotri, Mysore, edited by D jounals have ic
and also the group in Trikikilla, Meghalaya. -Mr. Rabha \ 1977. Besides, a number of SO“Ve“c‘jr.'t?of,édmﬁg-;tha first .
is also-a life member . of Asom Naita: Sanmilan®, It is v ‘peen edgted by him. He had the ‘cre :d d Jatini Khurang’ .
n?edl@‘ to-say that, Prakash Rabha, is one of the - Journal written:in Rabha language entt f. 3 journal was" <
ploneering socio-cultural activists .of ‘the Rabhas, He . js | In 1973. “Silpi Prasanna Pamar Geet 1984, In;1993: 1>
actl\./elg associated with- several Rabha socio-cultural or- = also edited by him with Bhabena.Rabha n = of }(‘;q:alp;\_rauf* -
ganizations like the “Rabha Kristi ‘Sanmilar’, ‘Rabha . | he also edited 2 journal : -‘Dorshon Shc'fas also wriftenio:
Bhasa: Patishad’, Dudhnoi and Bebak' Rabha Kurang | district Rabha Sahitya Sabha. Mr. R?bha‘blishedbyxf‘s'tate’”"ﬁ"
Rungshum. (All Rabha Sahitya Sabha). He was selected: I a folk tale ‘Rangsiri Sampai":whiCh 15 ptg ok is bilin el i >
as the General Secretary of BRKR. in the Silver Jubillee | Resource Centre Assam in+2002. The % le.of aiRabha..c

session at- Boke In Kamrup. Mr:.Rabha has also been =~ Rabha ang Assamese and it is about the’tabh_a Kraurahng-:-
actively associated with ‘Rabha Nidarshan Kendra’ (Rabha eroin. He has been associated with Beb?’;,shamdeze;;g the |
Museum) eStathl’l_edr at Amguri. Such centre was estab- Ronshum (A Rabha Sahitya Sabl'fa)I 69%9-2060 to,2001-
lished by the people of the locality by collecting the age ooponsibility 6f General Secretaty ‘ndii of editing: Rabh2:

old traditional socio-cultural elements of the Rabhas from 02 session. M. the-cre evotiondl”
nook\ and comners of Rabha-inhabiteql areas. According f tuti Mantrg Geet’R:‘tgc;alll:::?iin of.hymns'l.a?gddby BRKR.
to the organizers of this- centye .- collection of such rare - | songs of Rabha’s tra dition;al worshiPS»’pub'S - of Rabha
cultural and historical components of the Rapfes e ¢ o 200L. Mr. Prakash Raloha being a #5220 ement
challenging task. The organization, however, has suc- rocial plays and pioneer of cémmerdal‘theaﬁ‘é.ubﬁ efforts. -
ceeded in their mission. Mr. Prakagsh 'Rabharha’s beon the he was highly appreciated] by the people for suc!
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The drama movement that initiated by Prasanna Kr. Pam
was actified and popularized By'Prakash Rabha. The plays

written and'staged. by him have .far reaching impact on

the Rabha society. ‘Among'his several well-staged plays,
a few: were - highly - acclaimedand. evoked widespread.
sensation in the Rabha society. Such plays like
‘Nilichandan, ‘Sonamai’, ‘Paiti’, “Mon Moina’ were worth

mentioning. ' Of these, “Pait’, a full volume play was. the -

mostfavourite play of the audience. Besides, ‘Nilichandan’

has' brought. a ‘revolution in the Rabha society. It was a.
serious play-devoted to-social believes of the Rabhas on. .

deity: Another play ‘Sonamai’ staged successfully was on

general-and' usual ‘way ‘of love and affection for the. :

youngsters. The play happened to be a popular ones.

‘Paiti’ was another popular play wherein the exploitation-
of the:downitrodden -and poor labour class people by the °

rich middler class'ir} the Rabha society was well depicted
in the play:’ Despite ‘having a rich drama potential and
prospect:in the Rabha.society; the Rabha Drama suffers

due to vary many reasons, lamented Mr. Prakash Rabha.
According'te this theatre exponent the Rabha theatre has

not been able>to survive as the people of the community

p)

ofter’ tfy to” compare with_ other. well developed and. -

sophisticated-. theatye counterparts. The people’ like to

entertain the'theatre i the same standard which the Rabhas -

have been obeOi“é  lagging far behind the others..However,
Mr. Rabha is-optimistic for bright Rabha theatre tradition
in the days to €ome'Mr. Rabhg yas felicitated by 'several
organizations for his commendable contribution towards
the drama movement and development. In 1997, he was
felicitated by Goalparaa[_)is'mgt Journalist Association for
his confribution as & dramatist, A pan of multifaceted
personality, Mr. Prakash.Rabjy is-a source of inspiration
for the Rabhas. ., 7 !
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